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STEVE MOYES WINS THE U.S. MASTERS TWO YEARS RUNNING
PETER BROWN COMES 2ND
BOTH IN MEGAS
BOTH BEATING THE WORLDS BEST PILOTS IN
THE WORLDS MOST PRESTIGEOUS HANG GLIDING COMPETITION
WELL DONE STEVE & PETER.

TOP ·PILOTS LIKE JOE GREBLO, CHRIS PRICE, MIKE ARRAMBIDE AND KEL SMITH, INCREASE
THEIR WINNING MARGIN BY FLYING THEIR MEGAS INTO NUMBER ONE POSITIONS IN X/C
COMPETITIONS, SINK RATE COMPETITIONS, LID COMPETITIONS AND MANOEVRABILITY
TASKS.

so FLY MEGA & STEP OFF INTO A NEW DIMENSION
PHONE THE MOYES FACTORY

02-387-5114.
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CO V E R PH 0 T 0: STERLING MOTH RIDES AGAIN!
HANG GLIDERS AREN'T THE ONLY ONES WHO CAN DO GOOD WING OVERS. TAKEN FROM A
BOOK FULL OF BEAUTIFUL PHOTOS AND INTERESTING TEXT BY STEPHEN DALTON CALLED
"BORNE ON THE WIND".

INSECT FLIGHT

by
BRUCE WYNNE, N.S.W.

Despite a generally held suspicion that
Nature placed insects on this earth specifically to
chastize the delicate and sensitive hides of man,
entomologists might well claim the reverse, for they
have established that insects were prior tenants by
some 3'50 million years.

Horseflies are very speedy, up to 30 mph,
a trait no doubt required to catch a yearling on the
home stretch. The following table shows the surprising range of performances in the insect world.
Wingbeats
per second

The earth is a meadow used by at least a
million separate species of insects for take-off and
landing in a non-stop aerial display of flight
techniques and aerobatics so stunning and spectacular
that, in comparison, even the most advanced manned
flight is but the first faltering step of a child.

lotedium butterflies
Damselflies
:)corpion flie s
Large dragonflies
Cockchafer b~etles
Hawk moths
Hoverflies
Bumblebees
Houseflies
Honeybees
Mospui toes
Midges

The wings of insects comprise two thin
layers of chitin - a thin shell like substance which are sandwiched together like two sheets of
plastic wrap and strengthened by a network of hollow
veins. Blood circulates through these veins only
during development, their main function is to provide
strength as the frame in an aircraft wing does.
Unlike the wings of birds, these wing
surfaces have no muscular structure. The thorax of
the insect provides the power for flight, the only
power. Basically the wings are hinged to the thorax
via couplings which act like a series of ball and
socket joints so that they are free to move in any
direction.
1.

When the vertical muscles contract
the roof of the thorax is pulled
down causing the wings to move up.

2.

When the longitudinal muscles contract
the roof to the thorax arches upwards
causing the wings to make a downward
strike.

Meters
per second
2-4
1-2

8-12
16
30
25-40
50
50-90
120

!

7-15
3
5-?
3-4
3
2
2-3

130

200
225
600
1000

under
under

t

The amount of energy needed by the flight
muscles to achieve these wing speeds is extremely
high. Blowflies, burning carbohydrates as fuel, may
lose as much as 35 per cent of their body weight in
an hours flying, and bees run out of fuel after only
15 minutes in flight. They must stop and fill up
with nectar before continuing.
The butterfly has a sensational taste
mechanism, located on the soles of its feet. As soon
as the insects feet detect the sweetness on the
petal of a flower, an automatic reflex uncoils the
tongue and makes it probe into the nectary.
To finish up there is something which all
hang-glider pilots need to know, it will assist in
calculating lapse rates.

Along with these and other muscles the
back and forth motion and the axial twisting motion
of the wings is controlled.

The chirping rate of crickets is much
affected by air temperature, accelarating as the temperature rises. The air temperature can be gauged
quite accurately by applying a simple formula:

The wings of insects, because they are so
thin and flat, do not resemble ordinary airfoils,
although in fact they act as such. In addition, as
soon as flapping starts and a flow of air passes
around them, they change shape and become cambered
into more efficient airfoils.

Temperature

o
N - 40
-F = 50 + --4--

where N is the number of chirps per minute.
Acknowledgement is due to Stephen Dalton,
author of the excellent book "Borne on the Wind"
from which the information in this article was
extracted.

The fruit fly is particularly clever as he
can fly at angles of attack up to 60 degrees before
stalling - if you see a fruit fly buzzing around at
59.9 degrees, stand back for he may fallon you.

INDIRECT
LONGITUDINAL
MUSCLES

Figure 1: Diagrammatic tr:mSVPTse section of thorax, showing
in (a) vertical muscles contracted, forcing wings up, and in
(h) longitudinal muscles contradro, pullin!( wings down
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QL.D
NOBBY NOTES
For the past month the Nobby fliers have been
flying our new mountain site Carr's lookout which
has proved to be a great experience for the cross
country fliers.
So far there has only been an 8
kIm. and a 5 kIm. trip that was mainly due to
adverse weather conditions, these trips were accomplished by Dave Oxley in a 12 m EF5.
On the 7th
December the Nassa's club Christmas fly in will be
held and we can promise everyone an even better time
than last year.
We have organized an official
first aid course run by a medical officer from the
R.A.A.F. Base.

QUEENSLAND NEWS
On the 20th August the Q.H.G.A. executive held
a meeting where a new secretary was appointed.
Her
name is Marise Midgley who is very capable and competent business woman in her own present job.
She
is in constant contact with a lot of flyers and we
feel she ·would be a very worthwhile asset to the
Q.H.G.A. executive.
Marise's home phone number is
399-5286 and work number is 390-5533 for any queries
about any aspect of Q.H.G.A. business.
Mike Lewis
has introduced the idea of holding a Mega 2 Art
Union with the t i ckets costing $10.00 each in a book
of 5 and a maximum of 200 tickets to be sold.

This course will run for approximately 1~-2
hours during the time everyone will be having lunch
on top of the Nobby so it won't interrupt anyone's
flying.
The cost for the meal at the pub hasn't
been officially set yet but we can forsee the cost
being between $2.50-$3.00 per head and half price
for children.
There will also be the usual surcharge of a $1.00 for each child who is to receive
a present from Santa Clause.
We would appreciate
if anyone is interested in attending our Christmas
fly in, to contact me or Dave Oxley on 288-3041.

These tickets will be sent to all regional
directors as soon as they are printed.
The closing
date will be the 28th November and the drawing date
being the 7th December at the Nassa Club's Christmas
"fly in".
. The winner has the choice of colours and
a fantastic christmas present or the choice of a
cash prize.
The $1,400 raised from the Fly-a-thon
will be presented to the Spastic Foundation on the
17th September at a special function dinner on the
Gold Coast.
This will be a very exciting and gratifying occasion for the people involved in raising
the above amount for the spastic kids.

This year we are to draw the winning ticket of
the Mega 2 Art Union which will prove to be very
exciting.
The competition for the next flyer to
fly from the Nobby to the pub ·is on again, with the
winner having a plaque installed on the cross country
shield in the pub and a magnum of champagne.
The
Nassa Club is holding a fly-in at Rainbow Beach on
the 20-2lst of September so if anyone is interested
in going please contact myself or the secretary Doc
Hannah on 281-8963 for permits.

The second annual Q.H.G.A. meeting t hat is to
be held at Eungella on the 1.1 -12 . October should be a
very worthwhile meeting with a majority of regional
directors and the Q.H.G.A. executive attending. If
anyone requires accommodation or any further information relating to the Eungella meeting, please ring
Marise or Mike Lewis on 351-2188.
There is to be
a Queensland site directory to be drawn up for the
.981 T.A.H.G.A. site directory so as to help visiting flyers to our state in the future.
I would
appreciate if all regional directors send me all the
relevant information pertaining to their local sites
as soon as possible.

At our previous meeting we decided to charge
members and non members 20~ for each spare part,
mainly nuts and bolts, that they require from time
to time, as in the past we found that some people
have been taking advantage of our free service. Doc
Hannah has organized a display at the Churchill
School fete to enlighten the Ipswich community on
Hang Gliding and the progress we have made in the
past years, and possibly recruit a few learners into
the club•.
Well plenty o f safe and high flying to you all.

Yours,
Graham Pukallus
Public Relations Officer
Q.H.G.A.
9 Cardwe ll St.,
Redbank Plains.

Graham Pukallus,
Public Relations Officer,
Nobby Area Sky Surfing Association.
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THE AUSTRALIAN HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION.
Box 4 Holme Buiding, Sydney University, 2006.

SEPTEMBER REPORT TO THE MEMBERS

ARE YOU LOST???

INTERNATIONAL AWARD TO BILL MOYES
The following letter was received today.

TAHGA does not have current addresses for bbe
following members.
They aren't getting their
SkySailors because we don't know where to send them.
If you know who they are, tell them to send us their
new address, please.

"The Federation Aeronautique Internationale has
awarded its Hang Gliding Diploma for 1979 to Bill
Moyes in recognition of his outstanding contribution
to the development of hang gliding in Australia and
overseas. His nomination was put forward by the
former secretary of HGFA, Roger Pullem. The diploma
will be presented at the opening ceremony of the 73rd
General Conference of the FAI to be held in Auckland
from 2-9 November."

TAHGA NUMBER

NAME
[

I.' JC; yo

CO E:

1 ! 59 Ll
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D FJP.5TE;r P:J t:'~: : EP
\ 1

The copy of the citation reads:

139 4~
14014

EL~I;~I

I~C36

n ;{ EP. rl·:

"This diploma was created by the FAI in 1979.
It is awarded by the General Conference on recommendation from CIVL and after approval by Council, to an
individual who is considered to have made an outstanding contribution to the development of hang gliding by
his initiative, work and leadership in flight achievement.
For 1979, it is awarded to William Moyes of
Australia. He has greatly contributed to the development of the hang glider, namely in the designing and
testing the tow frame and bridle with multiple releases
and in developing the floating keel pocket which allows
the use of higher efficiency aerofoils. His famous
Grand Canyon flight was in July 1970 when he launched
from the South Rim and flew nearly 5 miles. His
enthusiasm for hang gliding competitions and continued
promotion of the sport internationally has been very
beneficial to the acceptance of this new aeronautical
discipline in many countries."

T

cOY[

_

5;{{Y

33e23
LJ309E
LJ3Ser
LI3::,0 9
LJ35L!9
436 '0 3

'Pt.'LSD;'J
C :-IOO;.\E1"
D I)~.RTLEjT
:'). PJ;: ':E P
!" ', ' !O:! G:i T
TO

E 3e 7 E

skysailor
Back Issues
TAHGA currently has the following

Congratulations, Bill.

number of back issues of 1980 Skysailors
INSURANCE
In this issue you will find an ad and an insert
from Warwick Blair Insurances with details of a
personal accident insurance policy now available.
Warwick is the broker for all our other insurance
policies and is also a hang glider pilot himself. We
whole-heartedly endorse his policy in the ad and
encourage all members, but especially those with '
families, to take up the policy he has presented.
It
is not a group policy through TAHGA, but is issued to
each member on an individual basis.
The policy covers
you 24 hours a day for any accident, not just ones
involving hang gliding (even disco-skating or that
dangerous sport of playing frisbee near the cliff edge
when the wind is off).
Take a good look at the ad
and have a think about your situation.
It's a good
deal.

Issue

Number of copies

January

87

February

89

March

10

April

34

May

35

June

410

July

72

You can purchase the magazines at 50¢
per copy (postage included).

Send your

order and money to

NEWS FLASH:

TAHGA,
Box 4 Holme Building,
SYDNEY UNIVERSITY, 2006.

The U.S. Masters' Tournament at Grandfather
Mountain has been won (again) by Ste 'le Hoyes.
In
second place, was Peter Brown from Pacific Palms,
N.S.W.
More details next month.
Good going!
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vvarvvick blair insurances
brokers and consultants
Suite 505, 104-108 Mount Street, NORTH SYDNEY. 2060. Telephone 922-6402
Correspondence: P.O. Box 483, NORTH SYDNEY, N.S.W.o 2060.

Our Firm, Warwick Blair Insurances, has recently been appointed
exclusive Insurance Brokers to T.A.H.G.A. and as such, we have
been asked to come up with a Personal Accident scheme for the
Members.
It is pretty obvious that from an Underwriting point of view,
the most attractive proposition is to have a compulsory scheme,
thereby achieving maximum participation.
However, we agree
that such a situation should not even be considered because it
is totally contrary to the spirit of our very special sport.
For your information, we have listed below a precis of the Policy
which we are able to offer you on an individual basis.
LLOYDS PERSONAL ACCIDENT POLICY WORDINGS
DELETION OF THE EXCLUSION RELATING TO HANG GLIDING
24-HOUR COVER (You will be able to claim for other accidental
injuries)
.
EXCLUDES CLAIMS FOR ACCIDENTS COVERED UNDER WORKERS COMPENSATION
FIXED PREMIlli IRRESPECTIVE OF OCCUPATION
WORLD WIDE COVER (Medical certificates must be produced)
FOURTEEN DAY EXCESS
ONE YEAR BENEFIT PERIOD
CLAIMS LIMITED TO 80% OF WEEKLY INCOME AT DATE OF ACCIDENT
INCLUDES ALL COMPETITION FLYING
AGE LIMITS 16-65
MEDICAL EXPENSES LIMITED TO 15% OF WEEKLY BENEFIT CLAIM
RISK ATTACHES IMMEDIATELY ON DISPATCH OF PROPOSAL FORM AND PREMIUM
EXCLUDES PRE-EXISTING INJURIES
We believe this is a good Policy at a fair price.
It's success to
a large extent will depend upon the amount of support you see fit
to give it.
Please complete the Proposal Form enclosed with this Issue and
return it to our Office at P.O. Box 483, North Sydney, N.S.W. 2060,
together with your cheque, made payable to Warwick Blair Insurances,
for the appropriate Premium.
If you have any queries or would like to dis cuss the matter further,
please do not hesitate to contact the undersi gned at any time during
business hours on (02) 922-640 2 .
Safe Soaring (please),
Warwick G. Blair

people who care - insure with blair

OVERSEAS COPMETITION REPORT

by
TAHGA PRESIDENT BILL MOYES.

On the first day's competition, ' Steve Moyes
opened the lead with a new European record when he
flew 115 kilometers.
Steve and Gerrand Thevenot
took off at different times, went in different directions, but met under the same cloud 50 kilometers
away over Bergamo.
The cloud overdeveloped into a
thunder storm and Steve ran before it.
He reports
that its quite exciting to have the thunder and
lightning bolts trying to strike your tail.
He
wished he had extended the keel a bit more to keep
the strike a bit further away.

(This was written on August 25 and details the
overseas exploits of Bill and the other Aussies
during the northern summer competition circuit so
far.)
First Meet
European Championships:
June 22-29.

Kossen, Austria.

This was a good competition with 6 rounds.
We
lost a few days to rain.
Three of the tasks were
cross country with an out and return requirement with
alternate landing sites which were worth different
point values.
This task worked well but proved
the downfall to the leader, Joseph Gugenmoss, of
France, and to Steve Moyes who was in 4th place when
the wind dropped and conditions deteriorated.

Gerrand Thevenot flew for 24 more kilometers
before landing and Steve ran the front over the
plains for another 50 kilometers.
lben he saw
another storm developing over Lake Guarda.
He
found a ridge several hundred feet high to soar
till the second storm caught up with him.
Then he
climbed to cloud base and headed off again.
This
storm didn't oblige with its direction and tried
to take him back towards the start point, so Steve
attempted to cut through it to take the other side.
Again he reports, "I won't do that again".
He
was spun in 'all directions and couldn't maintain his
flight path.
He landed as quickly as he could at
7.30 p.m . , 115 kilometers from take off.

Gugenmoss fell to 6th place and Steve to 12th
place.
The winner was no surprise - Gerrand Thevenot
in an Atlas.
Second was Peppe Lopez of Brazil in
a Mega.
Third was Walter Schroner of Switzerland
in a Cyclone.
Fourth was Grahame Hobson of England
in an Atlas.

The next few days were lost to bad weather, so
the competition was run 1 day overtime.
The conditions were not as good as the first day.
Steve was
consistent and won the second day with 39 kilometers.
Gerrand reached 32.
The Brasilians have a strong
cross country team also, as 4 finished in the top 10.

In the team placings, the British took first,
Austria second, and Germany third.
The Brasilians
were the surprise.
If they had been a European
team, they would have won.
We will hear more of
these pilots before too long.

Meanwhile the Owens Valley Classic was being
held.
This meet has proved so popular that Don
Partridge has split it into 3 sections.

The tow meet scheduled at Velden in Austria
was cancelled due to a clash of events on the lake.
The next meet was the Italian Cross Country
from Como in the Alps.
This is a very beautiful
spot.
The snow from the Alps creates a star-shaped
lake between the mountains.
Two legs of the star
separate a mountainous section called the Lariano
Triangle.
These mountains are the foot hills to
the Alps.
From take off you look down to the plains.
Behind, are snow covered mountains and water on
both sides.

(1)

The qualifier for those wishing to qualify
for the Classic.

(2)

The open for Class 1 and Rigid wings.

(3)

The ClassiC for flex wings only - with a
field of 60 pilots.
The top 20 from
last year's Classic, 20 from the qualifier
and 20 invited international pilots.

Alfio Caronji and Tony Masters spent months
arranging this meet.
All the competitors were
invited international pilots with 3 Italian aces.

The Qualifier was a weather plagued competition
but was clearly won by Chris Price on a Mega in 3
rounds.

The rules are simple.
Take off when you like,
top land again (if you can) when conditions deteriorate, and take off when they improve.
At the end
of 4 days, simply total the mileage or kilometers.
The system worked extremely well.
The pilot landed
and had any witness sign a preprinted sheet written
in several languages then phoned and waited for the
pick up crew.
Farmers and villagers joined in the
spirit of the meet and pilots had no trouble as the
people were watching the skies hoping a pilot would
land in their field.

From the Australian pilots, our Mount Buffalo
winner Bernie Beer proved that his Buffalo win was
no fluke.
He placed 7th in a hot field.
Paul Van
Hoff also did well and gained 15th position with
Steve Powter in 22nd out of a total field of 29
pilots.
The Open was held at the end of June.
(Editor's Note: See separate article by John
Reynoldson on the Open in this issue also.)
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120-MILE FLIGHT IN OWENS VALLEY

The Classic was a gruelling match for pilots
and machines as each day the flights lasted 4 to 5
hours.
Australia had a strong team entered. Shane
and Rick Duncan experienced their first taste of desert thermals, 110 0 F heat and 18 hour days.

Eric Raymond, flying a Voyager fixed wing
hang glider, set an unofficial world distance record
of over 120 miles on July 25th.
The official world
distance record was shat;tered the same day at the
same time, as George Worthington claimed his 11th
world record by flying III miles in a Mega II flex
wing hang glider.
Worthington landed while Raymond
was s till in the air and became part of Eric's
retrieval team.
Both men flew with barographs,
but Raymond indicated he would not apply for the
official world record due to the expense and official
sanction requirements.

This competition begins with rising at 6 a.m.,
assemble at the start by 7.30, take a jeep ride to the
mountain top by 10 a.m.
There's an open window at
8,000 ft. by 11 a.m.
Pilots can take off when the
conditions are suitable then fly as high and as far
as possible.
Land at dusk.
Pack your kite and·
wait in the desert till the headlights of the pick
up crew find you, then drive the 70 or 80 miles back
to town (if you had a good one).
Eat before the
restaurants close, then flop into bed exhausted
around midnight.
Then repeat the process every day
for a week.

According to Worthington, the two record flights
are longer than Larry Tudor's estimated 108 to 112
mile flight on a Comet and Tom Kreyche's 113 to 115
mile flight on a Voyager, both occurring four days
earlier.
George commented those record-breaking
flights were incredible achievements, on a day
which yielded only 55 miles to Worthington himself.
There is still some question regarding these
unofficial dist ar.ce$, h (J\}cver.

The Americans proved their superiority on this
site although an Australian, Ian Jarman from Pacific
Palms, N.S.W., led for all but the last two days.
Ian said that the pressure was too much and he was
exhausted.
One bad flight dropped him to seventh
place.
The Duncans said that it was an experience
that they wouldn't have missed for quids and they
were pleased to have survived the week.
The first place was taken by last year's winner
Rick Pfeiffer which proves last year was no fluke
also.
The top 10 are all known top pilots so it
was no disgrace to miss out on the top 20 places.
1.

Rich Pfeiffer

U.S.A.

Comet

2.

Rich Grigsby

U.S.A.

Comet

3.

Jeff Burnett

U.S.A.

Sensor

4.

Larry Tudor

U.S.A.

Comet

5.

Andrew
Barber-Starkey

Canada

Mega

6.

Alan Reeter

U.S.A.

Comet

7.

Ian Jarman

Australia

Mega

8.

Butch Peachy

U.S.A.

Mosquito

9.

Mike deGlanville

France

Atlas

Rob i:ells

U.S.A.

Raven

10.

DO

YOU

WANT TO WIN THE WORLD COMP
IN

1981??

this may be your chance----enter every lacal and state competition that
you can because this year our team
may be decided on the basis of the
results.
there is even a possibility that some money
will be available to help the members
of the team with their expenses.
besides, even if you don't get selected
the competition practice will help
to sh arpen up your skills.

The f ollowing two short articles are reprinted
from Glider Rider, August, 1980.

CYPRESS GARDENS 50-MILE FLIGHT

ALSO I a reminder to organizers of Iacal or
state competitions---Iet us at TAHGA know
the results of your competition for our files.

During practice before the Cypress Gardens
meet, Steve Moyes reportedly towed up on 2,000' oJ
line and then flew cross-country for 50 miles before over-developing cumulus clouds put a premature
end to his flight (an unofficial Florida state
record).
That achievement behind him, Moyes flew his
Mega II to 1st place in the towin g championship,
leading a sweep of the top ten places by Mega and
Maxi pilots.
The Duncan brothers dominated as a
family, capturin!!; the 2nd, 3rd and 9th posit.ions.

7

Jf~~l\W~.
JOURNAL OF THE SOUTH AUSTRAUJAN
..HANG -GLIDING ASSOCIATION.
..

"OUT OF THE BLUE"

CLUB INFORMATION
President:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
T.A.H.G.A. Coord:
Safety Director:
Training Co-ord.
Skysailor Co-ord.:
Equip.Officer:
Librarian:

The word is that the landing area at Mt.
Terrible has ,now got an electric fence surrounding
it.

R.
D.
J.
S.

Woodward 298-6013
Wearing Smith 353- 3333
Foulds 339-3807
Dunvjak 31-3016 or
(085)49-4018
K. Stancliffe 384-1128
L. Miller
293-3806
P. Flentje 79-3417
G. Miller 388-5219
B. Thorneywork, 9 Highland Ave. ,
Torrens Park, 5062.
L. Jones 295-7694.

Correspondence to:

Secretary, S.A.H.G.A.,
P.O. Box 163,
Goodwood, 5034.

Phone Messages to:

Sports Admin. Centre,
272-8844.

It came as a shock to me but this electrifying
sports participants won't give the fence a second
thought because they get a real kick out of flying.
I've heard 5teve Blinkensop is teaching at a
hang gliding school in Wales U.K.
Good luck to
him and I hope. he shows them just how the people
from down under fly.
The Club welcomes the four new members and the
two renewals who became financial in July.

Club meetings are held on the first Tuesday of
each month at the South Adelaide Football Club.
Meeting starts at 7.30.
Films, drinks and a sociable atmosphere so come along and endulge yourself.
Please do not wear thongs or "T" shirts.

On October the 11th to 13th the State Hang
Gliding Championships will be held at Burra.
All
state and interstate entrants welcome.
Unfortunately interstate entrants will not be eligible to
win the trophy but are welcome to participate in
events.
The competition is only open to Hang 4
pilots.
Trophies will consist of blown up photographs of themselves in action.
The photographs
will be set on a plaque.

Executive Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th
.Tuesday of each month at the Sports Administration
Centre on the corner of Goodwood Road and Greenhill
Road, 7.30 start, all welcome.

Entry Fee: $10.00.
Parachutes and altimeters compulsory.
For more
information contact Dermot Meany or Rob Woodward
Ph. 2986013.

For members' convenience a glider index has
been developed.
For the cost of one dollar you can
register, into a folder, your glider or flying
equipment for sale.
The index is a permanent advertising folder open to club members at any time.
Contact Woody for more information or any club
executive member.
Here I go again pleading for articles.
For
the last 3 months I have not received any articles
from club members.
If you've been flying lately
or had a show, write an article and tell other
members about it.
Other than monthly meetings and
weekend flying the magazine is the only form of
inter club communication, so let others know what's
going on.
Just leave articles with any executive memb er
or put them in the club pigeon hole at the Sports
Administration Centre.
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A LETTER TO THE ED ITOR:

SKYRIDER AIRWAVES
Th e Skyr i der Club was formed only about 5 months
ago and about a dozen people were expec ted to join
but already we have 47 members.
Anybody wanting to
join need only give their name to one of · the I carus
Committee and we will issue you with a number as
soon as possible.
Following is a list of the new
members:41
42
43
44
45
46
47

The Editor,
Skysailor.
Dear Sir,
I would like to examine some of the views
expressed by the Federal Safety Coordinator in the
August edition of Skysailor (p.30).
Firstly, his
statement that "Airflow, ... , is along the keel,
irrespective of wind strength and direction" is
obviously false.
Airflow can, at times, be at a
considerable angle to the keel in any direction.
Obvious examples are side-slip, whip-stall, tailslide, being hit by a very strong gust from behind it is conceivable that this could even cause airflow
to be in the opposite direction to that during normal
flight.
Could airflow be at 90 0 to the direction
of flight, as the F.S.C. denies?
Again, it is
possible to imagine situations in which this could
arise.
The kite's inertial mass will not allow it
to remain in a constant attitude with respect to the
airflow around it in turbulence.

Dave Holdernesse
Barry King
Brian Reid
Trev White
Ron Dragan
Chris Cowley
Colin Mackinnon

On a recent trip to Pt. Lincoln I noted with
interest the way in which they use their C.B. 'so
They have C.B.'s in their living rooms, bedrooms,
cars, etc., and soon to be installed in their kites.
In the morning its a simple matter of calling each
other up and from there they decide what they are going to do.
Any flyers visiting Lincoln need only
pick up their transmitter and say skyrider and they
are sure to be picked up by Wendy, daughter of Hang
glider pilot, Brian Reid.
Wendy spends hours operating her C.B. and during holiday periods she is
noted for directing lost hang glider pilots to the
suitable flying sites.
.

Secondly, the statement that "forward momentum
does not equate to ground speed" is a little misleading.
Momentum is a quantity (mass x velocity)
which may be referenced to any inertial frame, including the ground or the wind at constant velocity.
When an observer describes a dive as 'vertical' he
is clearly referencing this to the ground and not
the wind.
Relating the trajectory of a glider as
observed from the ground to the airflow around it is
obviously very difficult, especially in highly turbulent situations.

Getting away fro~ the Clear Channels in Port
Lincoln, I heard a rumour that a skyrider member on
a trip to Sydney tried for over an hour to pick up
a copy.
Finally a faint copy was heard coming
through the interference and other rubbish, after a
very short Q.S.O. he learnt that his copy was operating in the same street only a few houses away.

In addition, I felt that the letters by J.
Walmsley and E. Fagan achieved little purpose.
With respect to the F.S.C.'s response, I would like
to think that aerodynamic theory can be debated in
Skysailor without insult and condescension.

On the lo c al scene, I saw on the evening news
that a South Australian woman talked continuously
for 200 hours, on her C.B. to create a record. She
obviously hasn't heard of skyrider '8' (Dave Daring).

Yours faithfully,
F. Drosophila
(V.H.G.A.H2)

We received a letter from Sydney flyer, Colin
Mackinnon who has been using the Skyrider call sign
for some time.
Sorry we stole your name Colin and
thanks for letting us continue to use it!

Federal Safety Co-ordinator repries: No Comment.

Cheers,
Larry Jones

Why do I go a-flying so high above the ground.
I soar among the birdies, I circle round and round.
Pretending I'm a birdie too, so free from earthly ties,
Or maybe I'm a flutterby a-flitting through the skies.
But oh to be an eagle 'cos he's king of the air,
He'll soar for hours and hours above those places where
There~s rice warm air a-rising and there's lift everywhere,
He glldes around so smoothly. yes, he's just so graceful there.
Or maybe I'm .a skylark, a-darting on the wing,
But then agaln I can't be, I don't know how to sing.
Or then again, a pelican, they're beautiful to see
As they glide down for a landing, or skim above the sea.
Perhaps I'm not a birdie, but I'm really grateful that
Hang gliders were invented, 'cos that's where it's all at.
I'm in my own small world up there, I float for hours on high
That brilliant sense of freedom as I watch the world go by. '

----_..- - - - - - --- - - - 9
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vvarvvick blair insurances
brokers and consultants
Suite 505, 104-108 Mount Street, NORTH SYDNEY. 2060. Telephone 922-6402
Correspondence : P.O. Box 483, NORTH SYDNEY, N.S.W., 2060.

PERSONAL ACCIDENT PROPOSAL FORM
Name in Full:
Address:
Age:

TAHGA Membership No.:

Occupation/Profession:
Duties Performed:
Employer's Name & Address:
Have you previously suffered injury through accident?
If Yes, state period of incapacity and give brief details:

Are you presently suffering from an injury or physical disability?
If yes, give full details:

Which of the following Plans do you wish to be insured under?:
A
$10,000.00

$100.00 per week

C
$100.00.

$10,000.00

$150.00 per week

$150.00.

$10,000.00

$200.00 per week

$200.00.

$10,000.00

$250.00 per week

$250.00.

A:
B:
C:
D:

B

D

,

Death &/or Permanent Total Disablement,
Temporary Total Disablement,
Total Annual Premium Payable,
Indicate here which Plan you require.

Date:

Signature:

FORWARD THIS FORM AND YOUR CHEQUE FOR THE APPROPRIATE PREMIUM TO:
WARWICK BLAIR INSURANCES, P.O. BOX 483, NORTH SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2060.

people who care - insure with blair
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MT. TERRIBLE TO NiYPONGA BEACH, SUNDAY JULY 27th 1980.

by
MICHAEL RICHARDSON

I met Larry Jones climbing O'Halloran Hill with
a kite bag secure to the top of his car that I had
never seen before.
We rolled up at our meeting
place at the top to see if anybody else was intending
to fly that day.
La.rry had recently returned from
the U.S.A., flying at the Californian sites, and his
kite was a Sensor.
We talked about his overseas
jaunt as we walked to the shop to get a wholesome
breakfast, a pasty and coke.
Soon afterwards Phil
Flentje, Peter Prideaux and Liz rolled up and after
some chit chat, an attempt at being run over by a
car on a skateboard and other time wasting activities, we decided to waste no more.
Mt. Terrible was
to be the site for today.
After a bit of car
swapping we were underway.
Gary Emu (sorry Gary)
and his son Rich were soon to join us on our way to
the 775 ft. take off point of this inland slope.

As the kids swarmed over the kites and shoe
laces were taken off shoes to pack up kites (they
forgot their ties), Rob was seen right at the top
slope passing back and forth about two miles away.
Phil commented later that the last gap had in
its centre a large thermal which helped the bridging of it much easier.
Peter must have gone too
far back in the valley to make use of it.
I drove
to the parking bay just east of the main Sellicks
ridge.
Rob and Phil were passing across the ridge
they've called Nobhy Hill (7) which is the last of
the main ridge before the Main South Road goes inland through a gully.
From here Sellicks coastal
cliffs are straight out in front to the west and the
rest of the ridge continues on in a south-westerly
direction to meet up with the coastal cliffs.
A
bay four miles away indicates Myponga Beach.

It wasn't long before the Sensor, the Emu, the
Antares, the Jaguar, and later on, the Bandit and
the Mega were soaring smoothly in the near perfect
conditions.
Cloud was increasing slightly and there
was an element of cloud suck helping numerous pilots
climb out of sight.
Two hours were spent watching
kites appear and disappear in the near perfect, but
cold. conditions.

I watched Peter drop out about two hundred
yards from Nobby Hill as Phil and Rob flew over the
road right above me.
Phil saw me, "Myponga Beacn",
he yelled.
And I gestured O.K . !
This was their
intended destination.
Meanwhile Peter had carried his kite to the
fence and as ·I ran to him to help, he jumped it and
was trying to launch again .
Luckily he didn't make
it because he would have landed on a car or been
eaten by a semi travelling 110 km/h whi ch would have
pleased the spectators gathering.
We crossed the
road and Peter was ready to launch again.
We walked
the dark blue Jaguar to the top of a gentle slope,
a place where the vegetation was thin enough to run
through.
After peeling off his jacket Peter ran
down the hill and flew towards the lower coastal
ridge.
His flight would be a ridge soaring flight
and he would not gain too much height.

.'It was when too many people started crowding
out the sky that Rob Davis in a Mega and Phil
Flentje in an Antares, decided to fly S.W. to
Sellicks Beach.
This distance of 4 miles approximateiy would be a flight primarily of ridge soaring, and the day was warm enough for light thermal
activity.
I watched from Mt. Terrible's summit as the
occasionally visible pair of kites tracked off in
front of the ridge in a southwesterly direction.
I'm not biased or anything, but the Mega was always
the higher kite.
Phil would put that down to lack
of instruments.
Rob would say it's the Mega and
perhaps the pilot.
(I'm open to any comment.)
The lift was good until they passed the Willunga
training slope which is approximately l~ mile distant.
The ridge angle decreased a bit as they flew
more south westerly.
The time as I remember was
approximately 1.00 p.m., meaning that they already
had two hours air time up for the day .
The cloud
started to dissipate after about fifteen minutes as
the heat of the land increased and visibility was
increased.
Peter Prideaux and Gary sta rted to
follow the pair but the small Emu was forced to
turn back due to lack of sail area, but the dark
blue Jag carried on regardless.
Liz, Rich and I
were the only ones on the ground at that moment so
I decided to follow the cross country te a m to see
if they needed a lift back.
As I drove on one of
the many criss-crossing side roads, I noticed some
kites on the Willunga training slope and for a while
thought that one of them was the t1ega.
Then as I
turned 90 0 on the other road, the two kit es we r e
straight out in front of me.
By this time they were
crossing the last gap before they left the main
ridge.
Peter was about one mile behind and i~ fact
dropped out and had relaunched .

I watched him for a while and als o Rob and Phil
soaring the higher slope to my left.
I started on
my way to Myponga beach.
By air it's about four
miles away: by road it's about 12 miles because the
road goes inland.
I decided to drop into Myponga
township to pick up a couple of orange juice cartons
for the predicted victory.
I took a road to Myponga beach which ended up
to be private property.
It was not until I was in
view of the beach that I realized the road passed
within 50 ft. of the house , and I couldn't turn
back.
(My apologies to the land owner).
I drove
to a point to the south west side of the bay which
is flanked on both sides by cliffs.
A small creek
flows down from the hills into the sea on the same
side.
I sat on the bonnet of the car and watched
as Phil soared about 500 ft. lower than Rob and
made his approach to the beach.
A group of picnickers who saw me drive up earlier were now aware
of three kites approaching the bay.
I jubilantly
ran to the beac h and quickl y drew a spot (100 ft.
from reach!).
Phil was really happy about that.
Peter was next to land at about 3 .00 p.m. and
informed me that Rob was going to fly back t.o
Sellicks.
At that moment he was out of sight,
probably soaring the lower cliff,
12

Finally, we were on our way - all Phil could
say was, "What a day!!"
And "Have you got a
cigarette?!"
(He knows I don't smoke.)
We
dropped in at Myponga again for munchies and cigarettes.
Just above Sellicks Beach we noticed
all the cars on the side of the road.
We pulled
up and told everybody of our day and what was
achieved.
Rob, we found out, had not quite got
back to the ramp at Sellicks and dropped out about
half a mile from it.
This was a flight of about
12 miles.

THE MARKET PLACE

Wedgetail A, 185 sq.ft., 12 mos. old, blue colour,
folding A-frame, new wires, cover,
top flier for Hang 2 or up, $550.
phone: 02-5288689. Peter

We all met back at the Seaford Pizza Place and
had a great time talking about how Dave Wearing
Smith's Budgie escaped his cage.
Apparently he
did a 360 above his house, tucked and pulled his
'chute - he survived.

Large Jag, red with "eyes" design, $300.

P.A. prone harness, $40.00. Phone 08-270-2032
Small Jag Mkll, flies great.
phone: 295-7694.

Anyhow, my congratulations to Phil, Peter and
Rob.
Phil who had no instruments flew exceptionally
well considering.
Although Peter dropped out a
couple of times (once to answer the call of nature)
he proved that the Jaguar, although old, still has
a place among the new super ships.
And Rob •.•
well, ask him about the Mega.
But I think it is
also the skill level of the pilot which makes a
And as Phil always says, "Just wait
good flight.
till summer comes, then you'll see some flying!"
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See "Larry Loops",

Moyes tow frame, floats, quick release and+ve pull.
(almost new, will sell or swap for a good
parachute) $250.00, Dermot, 276-2708.
35 Stanlake Ave. St. Maries, S.A. 5038
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The 1980 X-C OWENS VALLEY OPEN
OR "Could someone please tell me which way is up?"
(By John Reynoldson)
Flying at a new site generally means sweaty
palms and enough lead butterflies in my stomach to
significantly increase my wing loading.
You can
therefore understand how I felt, hefting my beefed
up EF5, complete with 10 lbs of oxygen, walkietalkie, survival gear and three layers of clothing
up an 8,000' ASL hill in 90 degree F heat as I contemplated the 6:1 glide to the flats beyond and
several wind dummies valiantly coring sink below.

Toward the end of the spine are Boundary and
Montgomery Peaks.
They are the last mountains and
also the source of the major turbulence - especially
in southerly winds, as this day was.
I canyon hopped, with two or three sojourns at
about 15,000', got my arse kicked badly at Boundary
Peak and landed at Janies with a time of 1 hour 28
minutes to come in 6th.
Only 15 gliders finished
the task.
Finishing the task was very important,
no matter how bad the place, because not finishing
meant a 10 point penalty.

It was some consola t ion to know that there were
45 other pilots in similar states of distress
scattered allover the launching area.

The best time for the day was about 1 hour 14
minutes for the 33 miles.

This was Gunter launch above the town of Bishop
in the Owens Valley, California, during the Cross
Country Open.
There were very few illusions held
by the pilots at the open.
There were 16 rigid
wings (14 Fledges, 1 Voyager and my EF5) entered and
the general feeling was that a Fledge ~ould win it.

DAY 2
Day 2 dawned with rapid overdevelopment and by
the time we were set up and ready to go, the sky was
almost completely overcast.
An open distance day
was announced.
This meant flying north as far as
you could, past the end of the Whites and Montgomery
Pass.

U.P. had entered their new Comet, a heavily
double-surfaced glider.
There were Highsters and
Megas, Ravens, Antares, homebuilts like the Voyager,
EF5 and Nomad.

We were joined that morning by Bruce Jackson
who had had his airline schedule screwed up by union
trouble and missed out on the first day's competition.

Amongst the pilots were experienced Bay Area
Fledgling pilots like Rex Miller, Dudley Mead, Rob
Murray and Fred Hutchinson.
Wills Wing had a team
flying Ravens, Eric Raymond was flying his homebuilt Voyager 3 with a very smooth, heavily cambered
airfoil.
Even the Lindburg brothers took a sojourn
from Torrey Pines to fly their Spirits.

Despite the clouds, the lift was strong. After
working my way down to Boundary, I joined up with
Bruce and we flew over Jamies at about 12,000' and
picked up a thermal on the range beyond.
Unfortunately, neither of us knew which way we were supposed
to go - we knew which highway to follow, but I
couldn't find the highway, so I followed Highway 6
till I found the correct turnoff.
Unfortunately
this meant losing most of my height over Montgomery
Pass and as a result, caused a forced landing at
two or three miles out of Basalt - a total straightline distance of 45 miles.
Bruce, who had conserved
his height a little better (I had the bar in),
managed a couple of miles more and landed in a little
canyon, taking out 4th place for the day.

PAY 1
Day 1 dawned with high cirrus dominating the
sky.
Things seemed dim.
However, we loaded our
gliders onto the three Christmas Tree Rack trucks
and proceeded to trek the l~ hour drive up the 4,000'
hill that is Gunter.
Surviving that ride is a
story in itself.
On launch, Don Partridge called a speed run to
Janies, a "men only" ranch 33 miles from takeoff,
and by two-thirty, the first competitors were off
and rising above takeoff.

Eric Raymond won the day in the Voyager.
Numerous people didn't make the task at all - landing
in the pits or on the alluvial fans at the bottom of
the range.

The trip to Janies involves flying North up the
range which consists firstly of Coldwater Canyon.
This incredibly deep canyon produces (at times) awesome sink and most pilots prefer to get to at least
12,000' ASL before crossing.

DAY 3
I couldn't believe that people were loading
their gliders on the trucks.
It was obviously
raining on the Sierras.
By the time we were set up
on top, we had been rained on too.
Then, about 20 25 gliders launched almost simultaneously into a
squall and hovered over takeoff.
As the wind
strengthened, some attempted to penetrate out to the
flatlands.
Others rode the squall downrange.

The rest of the trip is no better.
White
Mountain's snow-covered peak rises to 14,200' ASL
and it radiates what are probably the world's most
malignant and dangerous canyons and ridges - this
must be crossed.
There are two definite strategies for flying
the Whites.
The first is to stay low and hop across
the canyons, gaining about 2,000' on each spine for

The red flag (launch closed) was raised when
the squall arrived.
We watched Raymond and others
disappear toward White Mountain, and yet others
nearly sink into the canyons in their attempt to
re-contact terra-firma.

the next crossing.
The other is to gain a lot of
height initially and then to zoom back to the main
mountain spine and drift along, picking up lift as
you find it.

14
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DAY 6

When the red flag was demounted, the wind was
blowing down.
In an hour, it turned back up, but
northerly, which put paid to the aspirations of those
left on launch.
The task was to have been a White
Mountain and return speed run.
All but one pilot
who launched later got no further than Chalfont
Valley going north.
The headwind was too strong.
The only strategy available was to land as far north
as possible to maximize points.
Many pilots did
not realise this was possible and blew their points
by flying straight down to Don's.

Probably the best day of all, Thursday 3 July
dawned hot with puffy cumuli over the range.
A
goal and return task was announced - fly to the line
between Boundary Peak and Benton Station, then fly
back as far south as possible.
Once again Eric Raymond won the day.
Many
pilots made it back to beyond the launch area. Eric
landed in Westgard Pan - a good 20 miles beyond takeoff.
As for myself - well - Chalfont Valley was as
far as fatigue and a slight problem with the glider
would let me go.
Bruce managed to make it to the
radio telescopes at Big Pine - about 10 miles
beyond takeoff.

In fact, Eric Raymond was the only pilot to
complete the task that day - effectively giving him
a 10 point lead over everyone.
Feelings about the
day's flying were generally negative.

That was the last of the competition.
The
prizes - beautiful stained glass trophies were awarded the next morning when the scores were tallied.
No-one was surprised that Raymond won.
His performance was unmatchable.
Rex Miller and Dave Ledford
in 2nd and 3rd places put in consistently good
flights each day.

DAY 4
Not only was it ra~n~ng on the Sierras - there
was lightning as well.
Once again people were loading gliders onto the trucks.
I managed to get a petition together, and
succeeded in getting over half the pilots to sign it
•••... so the trucks did not go up.
It rained and
thundered and was generally shitty all day.

In general, the first 10 places were taken out
by people who made an effort to complete each task
and not incur penalty points.

DAY 5

Bruce would have made the top 10 had he not
missed Day 1 and made a tactical error on Day 3.
He flew consistently well.

Totally blown out.
It was obvious that it
would be unflyable as the wind was howling at 10.00
am when we met in the City Park.
A day of baseball
matches and windsurfing on the Bishop Millpond
ensued.

Everyone was very laid back.
There was no bad
blood amongst the pilots ,- no protests and no complaints.
It is probably the most fun, exciting and visually satisfying flying I have ever done.

10 8ASALt

~ ,r- trH»IfliOtntll.y IlUs

PU,1l£

15

,

.

....

. ......•..... .

.. _...

_ _-_
.. .

. •...

X-C OPEN PLACI NGS
CALENDAR

; V.H.G.A.

_.,

1980

. September
1.

Eric Raymond

Voyager 3

2.

Rex Hiller

Fledge lIB

3.

Dave Ledford

Mega II

44

4.

Phil Ray

Highster

49

5.

Dudley Mead

Fledge lIB

50

6.

Perry Kairis

Raven

58

7.

John Reynoldson

EF5

64

8.

Fred Hutchinson

Fledge lIB

72

9.

Rob Murray

Fledge IIB

75

10.

Jeff Scott

Lazor

79

No. of Fledges

14

Voyager

1

EF5

1

Total No. of Competitors

; Tuesday the 2nd - Southern H.G.C. meeting
Bells Hotel, Cnr. Coventry & Moray Streets,
South Melbourne.
!

Thursday the 18th - Aerodynamics and Stress.
Lecture by Ewan Fagen,
R.M.I.T. Conference Room,
First Floor Union Building,
Swanston St reet.
$1.00 per head for food, drink available.
At 7.30 p.m.
Tuesday 30th - Parachutes.
Lecture by Joe Chitty
(of "Paradynamics")
At the Andrew Rennie's Performance Centre,
944 North Road, Bentleigh East.
579-2166.
At 7.30 p.m.
You can always check on the V.H.G.A.'s telephone
answering service

46

51-7301.

FOR SALE!
-MANTA FLEDGE liB. DROOP TIP,
DOUBLE SURFACE HIGH PERFORMANCE
RIGID WING.
BANNED FROM US.
COMPETITIONS BECAUSE OF IT'S
SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE. $750 .. ·
CONTA·CT

CRAIG AITKEN.

MELB BH 62 0471

-EF5 10

AH 4293001.

METRE, BUlL T BY

SKYLAND KITES.

PH.

CRAIG. $395

L - ._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. _ _ _. _ . _ . _ ....._ _ _ _ _ _ ... _ _ __ _ .
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THE FLYING NOSEPICK WRITES AGAIN:

... ~.'!

Dear Editor,
Having just finished the interesting design
articles in the JULY issue, I'm motivated to reveal
to your readers a little about my revolutionary new
"Reek IV" series of gliders.
They feature a sensational new stall resistant Kennard Wing, a design
innovation I eagerly ripped off Fidget Merrily.
Now at last I have a glider that does further than
it went before when it went further than any other
glider has gone.

cj

Andy Watson might be interested to learn that
during test flights the prototype was re-arranged by
a tractor at the bottom of Porepunkah Hill.
Well,
naturally I jobbed the bastard and that night we
threw rocks on his roof and poured some nitro in
his fuel tank.

\]

After hurried repairs, next morning provided
some exciting thermal conditions, and the Reek's quick
roll response was just what I needed to dodge the
shrapnel.
Unfortunately. the bugger's manifold
copped me fair in the guts of the yaw- roll coupling.
Should I pull the parachute, or carryon?
I carried
on.
Everything worked out fine as I was flying
supine.

TO ALL INSTRUCTORS IN N.S.W.
To Dream the Impossible Dream

Well, I must be off now.
I have to rendezvous
with the test rig at Rozelle to complete certification testing.

If you operate a professional, non-profit or
voluntary hang-gliding school anywhere in N.S.W.,
could you please write to the address below and give
your name, address and a brief description of your
operations (hang gliding teaching, not hospital)
to right the unwritable rite •...•.•
Write to:

Happy landings,
The Flying Nosepick.
P.S. "Skysailor" is looking good but quite frankly
its sometimes a pain in the arse.
The
simplest solution~s to print it on softer
paper.

The Secretary or The Training Officer,
N.S.W.H.G.A. ,
P.O. Box 121,
Sutherland, N.S.W. 2232.
This is my quest, to follow you instructors
T.A.H;G.A. has recently established a system
for temporary 3rd party insurance for trainee pilots
of H.G.'s.
The cover is for 3 months and costs
only $5.00 per person.
The aim is to have all
pilots insured before they become airborne.
People
who know they will stay with the sport can join the
N.S.W.H.G.A. directly to save fuss.
No matter how hopeless no matter how far •.....•.•

HANG GLIDING TRAINING IS AVAILABLE
With the N.S.W.H.G.A. Sydney School
All equipment provided.
We only operate in
good wind conditions to ensure safety.
Daily rate
$20 - including 3 month insurance.

Once the letters are received we can publish
a list of all available instructors and also send
them forms for the insurance of trainees, ratings
and membership forms, to reach the unreachable
staaaaaar.

Group reductions available.
We also have
experienced instructors to help you with your first
few soaring flights.

Yours expectantly,
Paul Hough

Phone Paul Hough
or
lain Brown

17

587-3379
546-3270
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AND THE SINGLE HANG GLIDER PILOT

I

I

NOW THAT I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION,LET ME TELL YOU A STORy ..... .
"Once upon a time,there was a country which produced terrific hang gliders and
fantastic hang glider pilots,but because it was

a

long way from everywhere,the

best possible team of pilots were not always able to compete in overseas competitions because of the high cost of airfare s."
Starting NOW we're hoping to remedy that situation. Next year's WORLD HANG GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS are being
held in BEPPU,JAPAN in September,1981. T.A.H.G.A is co-ord i nating and encouraging fund raising activities
throughout Australia between now and next September to try to raise at least half the airfare cost for a
team of 12. The target amount will be at least

$5000.

As there are only about 1200 hang glider pilots in Australia,we cannot rely solely on contributions from
members of the Associations to raise the required amount of mon.ey.The N. S.W Executive is therefore organising a raffle for N.S.W as a means of 'spreading the net'. The idea is that each member get s a book of
10 (that's right,only 10) tickets,buys a few him/herself and sells the rest to relatives,friends,workmates etc. Tickets will be 50¢ each or 5 for $2. We envisage prizes being as follows:
1st - Altimeter

OR

Portable cassette recorder

2nd - Prone harness OR Clock/radio
3rd - Wind guage

OR

VALUE

"
"

Transistor radio

approx. $150
"

$65

"

$10

The books of tickets will be distributed to all N.S.W.H.G.A members
to do is sell 10 tickets and send the $4 or $5 plus butts back to

.All you have
p.O Box 121 ,SUTHERLAND

2232.

Remember , all money raised wi 11 go into an "AUSTRALIAN H.G TEAM SUPPORT FUND". By making a small effort
to sell the 10 tickets you'll be helping fellow flyers(or maybe even your s elf) to represent Australia
in Japan.lf we can send our 10 best pilots,we've got a very good chance of "cleaning them up" !!

mRE NEXT rUilll. , , ...

REMINDER .. , ....

REM! NDER .. . ... .

about the seminar on th e use of EMERG ENCY
PARACHUTES,be i ng he ld a t Sport s Hou se ,
Glouc e ster Street,S y dne y a t 7 .30 p .m on
Friday October 3rd. Th e s eminar wi ll be
c ondu c t e d by J ohn Ma h a ff y of PARACHUTES
AUSTRALIA.

to th os e who want to nomin a t e f or any
position on the 1981 Executive Committee
of N. S .W.H.G.A. Nomin a tion s s ho uld be in
by Oc tob e r lSth,1980.
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N.S.W.H.G.A. EXECUTIVE MEETING

July 29th, 1980.
SAFETY REPORT

General

By Rod Stevens

There has been very little flying action over
these winter months so this is a very small report.
To help you pass the time I have included an
article on the make up of cloud.
This is an edited
version of a section out of a book called "General
Meteorology - Part I".
The book can be obtained
from the Australian Publishing Service.
It is
recommended that a pilot who is serious about flying should get a copy of this book and read it
thoroughly.

1. G. Tanner is to discuss with Alan Laing
suitable arrangements for making Pagen books readily
available to the general membership
2. G. Tanner has written to K. Tapsell re
Stanwell Park Club's application for financial assistance.
The Committee decided to provide $200 for
Safety improvements to the site.
3. R. Stevens advised that clearance of La
Perouse site has not been approved by D.O.T. because
the site is in controlled airspace.

To all those who belong to Stanwell Park H.G.C.
you can borrow this book free, as well as other books
that the Club holds (free plug for membership~~).

4. M. Yeomans is halfway through the revised
"Introduction to Hang Gliding" booklet.
This will
be circulated for comment prior to publication.

Since the flying has been off I have gone
through the accident reports that I hold and came
up with a few facts and figures.

Secretary's Report:

* A letter was received from the Department of
Sport & Recreation re entries for a Sporting Directory in the Hunter Region.
This was passed on to
Paul Hubbard.

Causes of Accidents
81.5%

of all accidents were caused by pilot
error.
This was the major component of
most accidents.

24.6%

involved pilot error combined with pilots
not appreciating the conditions in which
they were flying.
Some of the accidents
were caused by the conditions alone but
very few.

10.7%

involved components in the kite and/or
equipment used by the pilot.

Treasurer's Report:

*

A list of payments for the 6 months to 31/6/80
was read out and approved by the Meeting.
Editor's Report:

* M. Yeomans enquired as to the possibility of
a "Bumper Issue" with colour cover for Christmas.
Training Officer's Report:

6.1%

were due to inexperience of the site being
flown.
A lot of accidents involved two
variables at once, e.g. site and kite,
site and harness and harness and kite.

6.1%

while going into prone. • This T)lainly
involved stalling because the pilot was
paying more attention to his foot peg
than the angle of attack of his glider.

* A good used "SKYDART" has been purchased for
the Training School.
Safety Co-ordinator's Report:

* R. Stevens reported that the Byron Bay site
clearances have been approved as follows: COORABEL
RIDGE - to 3,000 ft. A.S.L., TALLOWS - to 1,500 ft.
A.S.L.

* Following a request from TAS.H.G.A., R.
Stevens will send them the necessary material to make
up some Safety Officers' armbands.

6.1%

incorrectly trimmed glider.

1.5%

another pilot.

Injuries
35%

*

After some discussion it was decided that armbands for N.S.W. Safety Officers be discontinued in
favour of a helmet sticker.
G. Tanner to investigate costs of producing a suitable sticker.
Competition Report:

* P. Hubbard has already started organising
things f01 next year's competition to be held in
February.
It is hoped to stage the compo in the
Newcastle area because of the large number of sites.
However the proximity of several small airports may
cause problems in getting the necessary clearances.

broken bokes (this includes fractures,
dislocations and torn ligaments).

6.1%

internal (including head).

4.6%

death.

3%

general public.

Just remember, avoiding pilot error includes
being able to assess the conditions before take off
and during flight.

Thoughts of a Late-Nite Flyer - by Sam Payers

Other Business:

What fun to soar among the birds
As they hover in the air,
To watch them eat while on the wing,
To really be right there.
But just be awful careful if
They get upwind of you,
.Cos you might find that your poor kite
Will need a strong shampoo!

* R. Stevens advised that an International
Competition may be held in the Illawarra area in
March 1981.

* M. Yeomans raised the matter of ra1s1ng money
for an Australian team to go to the World H.G.
Championships in Japan next year.
M. Yeomans will
talk to T.A.H.G.A. about several possibilities for
fund raising.
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A NEW PERFORMANCE PACKAGE:
* Swoosh! A really fast top speed,
.. Zoom! Quick acceleration for aerobatics,
, Low, low stall speed in a small glider,
• Sink rate as good as the big gliders,
* Better penetration
.. A much better glide angle at min, sink .
A
,
•
..
,

NEW TYPE OF WING :
Steep camber,
Preformed battens (to hold the steep camber),
30% double surface,
Short wot cord.

OTHER NEW FEA TURES:
.. Hey presto! A new quick set·up system; knock down
'A '- frame, hinged cross bars which detach from the
keel. allowing you to open one wing at a time,
• No crossbar slider to jam on the keel,
,- No problems with setting up in strong winds,
.. Tip supports that 'pop' into place in seconds,
.. Heavier sailcloth, in a full range of colours.
WITH CUSTOMARY SKYTREK FEATURES:
• The Sky trek handling 'edge'; lighter, easy, predictable,
.. Value - compare our prices,
,- Service - we build custom gliders. Try liS, nothing
is too much trouble.
And yes, we're still building the 'VK' - the glider that
can take you from the sand dunes right thru to
competition flying (3rd place, class 2, 1980 NSW State
Titles).

BANDIT 770
span . , . ,
area . .. ,
aspec t fa tio ,
BANDIT 180
span , . , , .
area. , . . . .
aspect ratio , .. , . , .. . .. . . .

9.15m (30ft)
15.8m 2 (170ft 2 )
5.3

9.75m (32ft)
16.7m 2 (180ft 2 )

5. 7

· ,.
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