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or mention ed editorially within these pages. No
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HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA (H.G.F.A .)
Skysailor appears twelve times a year and is
provided as a service to members.
For non-members,
the subscription rates are $10.00 per annum.
Cheques should be made payable and sent to HGFA.

mpORTANT ADDRESSES

Skysailor is published to create further interest
in the sport of hang gliding. Its primary purpose
is to provide a ready means of communication between hang gliding enthu s iascs in Australia and
in this way to advance the future development of
the sport and its methods and safety.
::r
Contributions are welcomed.
Anyone is invited
to contribute articles, photographs and illustrations concerning hang glfding activities.
The
Editor reserves the right to edit c6ntributions
where necessary.
HGFA and the Editor do not
assume responsibility for the material or the
opinions of contributors presented in Skysailor.

Send your change of address notice, your contributions to Skysailor, your queries about insurance,
the pilot handbook, your membership, and any other
national matters to:H.G.F.A.
Box 4 Holme Building,
SYDNEY UNIVERSITY, N.S.W. 2006
H.G.F.A. Secretary:
Phone (02) 692-2872 (BH) (042) 942-545 (AH)
H.G.F.A. Editor:
Pho,. . ir:J42) 942-140 (AH)

Copyri ght in Skysa il or i,s vested in HGFA. Copyright in articles is vested in each of the
authors in respect of her or his contribution.
Deadline for contributions: 1st of the Month .
ISSN 0313-363X
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An additional charge will be made for any typing,
typesetting or artwork which may be required.
Advertisements from kite manufacturers must indicate whether or not their kite meets the US HGMA
certification standards.
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A.C.1. H.G.A.
P.O. Box 496,
MANUKA, 2603.

Tas H.G.A.,
21 Leslie Street,
SOUTH LAUNCESTON, 7250.

N. S• vI. H• G• A. ,

P.O. Box 121,
SUTHERLAND, 2232.

V.H.G.A.,
P. 0. Box 400,
PRAHRAN, 3181.

Q.H.G.A. ,
P.O. Box 212,
MORNINGSIDE, 4170.

H.G.A.\~.A. ,
P.O. Box 84,
DOUBLEVIEW, 6018.

S.A.H.G.A. ,
P.O. Box 163,
GOODWOOD, 5034.

Kites for sale in Market Pl ace must indicate a
suitable minimum hang rating.

,

ormatlon about ratlngs or sltes wrl t e to
~ propriate State Association.

/982 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
WHAT TO DO
I. Check your SkySailor wrapper
Is
Is
Is
Is

membership number correc~ (Female pilots have a number that ends in F)
rating correct?
~ 61
name spelt correctly?
address correct , particularly ~~ the postcode?

your
your
your
your

t_fRl

2. Work out how much you

(

shOUI~~

~(?~

~~ ~end your cheque a wrapper to
/ HGFA Admistrator
/,-;B~~combe Road+--_ _ _ _ _ _ _
M~~1}(#3/94
~~

~~

IMPORTANT

NOTICE

DO NOT send your renewal to anybody
other than the Administrator!
In 1982, HGFA will be dealing with
a computer agency rather than stealing
computer time. This means that the
process may be a little slower than
last year.
Sending your renewal to anybody other
than the Administrator will GUARANTEE
that your membership renewal will be
extensively delayed.

FEES

TaS.J
W.A.
A.CT
S.A.

--f-

$32.50
$35

The total fee is made up of a state fee (which varies), a HGFA fee
of $15 and an insurance levy of $10. The fee may be paid by cheque,
postal order or bank cheque. DO NOT SEND CASH IN THE MAIL!!
Pilots are expected to be members of the Association of the State in
which they reside. If you have moved States and you are still a member
of your old State, please indicate if you wish your membership to be changed.
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HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA

NEWS ... NEWS ... NEWS ...
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
As I write this, the nationals pilots meeting
should be getting underway. Wes Hill and the
crew at VHGA seem to have everything well in
hand. Now, it will be up to the weather to
be kinder than last year.

BUFFALO CROSS- COUNTRY CLASSIC RESULTS
As word of the competitions down at Mt.
Buffalo filter back to Sydney from
Victoria, it is clear from all reports
that the competition has been yet another
stunning success!

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
The competition season is really keeping
everyone busy this year. Just as one finishes
it is time to start worrying about the next
one.

The conditions were great with only one
day when flying didn't take place (which
also enabled everyone to get a bit of
rest).
Height gains up to the maximum
clearance of 10,000 ft. ASL were common
and the full extend of the air space which
was granted for the competition was used.

We have had confirmation from quite a few well
known pilots overseas that they will be
attending the competition at Stanwell in February .
It could be the promise of all that prize money!

The tasks covered long distances and yet
usually at least half the field would
manage to make the full distance. New
site records were set both on practice
days and during the competition but full
details are not available as yet.

The latest definite starter is Bob
is a well-known British pilot. He
cross-country league several times
team leader for their winning team
World Competition in Japan.

The results are presen~ed below. Congratulations to Craig on his win. Everyone says that
his super-consistent flying was the secret.
The boys at the Palms will no doubt be shouting
the beers at the club for quite a few days over
this.

Craig Worth
Jeff Scott
3. Neil Mersham
4. Brian Rushton
5. Rob De Groot
6. John Reynoldson
7. Alan Daniels
8. Stew Kenworthy
9. Paul Cleland
10. Ph il Ma thewson
1.
2.

Pacific Palms
USA
Byron Bay
Byron Bay
Sydney
Melbourne
Sydney
Newcastle
SA
Sydney

Meteor
Meteor
Meteor
Pulsar
Meteor
Swift
Swift
Swift
Swift
Meteor

190
190
170
190

190

Congratulations to the organizer, Steve Ruffles,
too. He has done another great job in running
an even better comp each year. He has asked
Rob de Groot and Ian Jarman to handle the next
competition at the end of the month . We hope
that it goes as well as this one did. With
Judy Hinton to help, how can they miss?

A full report from the Flying Nosepick will
appear next month since it, unfortunately, did
not arrive in time for our deadline this month.

Bailey, who
has won their
and was the
at the recent

We are getting good publicity for the comp in
the overseas magazines now and we hope it will
result in some more entries from top pilots.
It is clear from the results of the comp at Mt.
Buffalo that Jeff Scott from the US is going to
give us all a run for our money!
RENEWALS
This will be the last SkySailor that you will
receive if you haven't renewed yet. As of
January 31 anyone who is unfinancial is flying
illegally and is uninsured. If you still haven't
done it---get on it quick. You won't want to
It will have all the
the
titions this month. We only
have a few extra copies too, so
able to get one as a back issue
Do not send your renewal to the Sydney HGFA box.
I will only have to waste time and postage
sending it on down to Melbourne to be handled.
Also, remember that HGFA does not have any power
over ratings or safety officer matters . All of
you writing in will only be directed to your
state association since I can't help you, so
why not write to them in the first place.
Holiday greetings to you all.
Marsha Leeman, Federal Executive Secretary

The INTERNATIONAL at STANWELL
money and/or trophy but will not feature in the one
on one scores, unless we can organise it that way.

It is almost ten years now since the first
hang glider took off from Bald Hill, Stanwell
Park.
Since then it has become the most popular
hang gliding site in Australia. The ~lace has a
certain historic significance in that 1t was at
Stanwell that Lawrence Hargraves conducted his
famous box kite experiments, a fact brought home
to many a pilot when Lawrence's monument has
jumped out at them on top landing.

Entry fees will be $50 except for the pilot
who agrees to have "National Panasonic" put on
hi s kite in removeable rip stock.
National
Panasonic have offered prize money of $500. We
hope to have other companies interested in donating a similar amount for the privilege of having
their name on a kite.
Those pilots who volunteer
to have a donor's name on a kite will also have
their entry fees waived.
The letters can be
removed without leaving any marks on the sail.

So it is about time that we had an international competition at Stanwell, and all going well,
it will take place from the 15th to the 22nd
February, 1982 - or possibly to the 25th ~e~ruary
if we have some bad weather.
The compet1t1on has
variously been called the Lawrence Hargrave International, the Illawarra Invitational International
and the Leisure Coast International (ugh) depending on who you talk to.
If we ~et a major
sponsor it will be called someth1ng completely
different.

We also hope to alleviate the cost of the
competiti on for pil ots by provi di ng for "round
money", i.e., a pilot is paid for each win.
~Ie
can't tell you at the moment how much this is
doing to be as it depends on how much sponsorship money is available.
We should have some
idea by the middle of January as to how much we
can offer, both as to "round money" and place
money.
At the moment we can offer about $4,000
in prize money.
If any pilots know of any firms
who might be prepared to donate $500 for the
privilege of having their name on a glider, please
We have
contact me on (02)521-6000 (Sydney).
been promised some fairly substantial television
coverage for the event.

The competition is by invitation, and these
invitations have been scattered throughout the
world.
Replies so far have come from the United
States Canada, Britain, Ireland, France, New
Zealand and Indonesia.
All of these pilots will
be competing, providing they hold a Hang IV ~at
ing or its overseas equivalent.
We are hop1ng to
restrict the numbers to a manageable 40, so the
number of Australians competing will depend on the
number of overseas pilots who actually arrive .

Ki eran Tapsell
(Secretary - Stanwell Park Club)

THE AUSTRALIAN
NATIONALS

The competition is an individu~l one, not a
team show and the Australian pilots will be selected by the HGFA executive (who are providing the
funds for its running) and the Stanwell Park Club
Committee (who are doing the running and organising).
Selection of Australian ~ilots will be .
decided on the basis of results 1n recent compet1tions.
The organising committee for the even~ are
Rod Stevens, Clive Gilmour and myself, ass1sted
by numerous other helpers who will be given full.
credit for their efforts if all goes well.
If 1t
turns out otherwise, we three will be the bunnies
and no other names will be mentioned.

Date:

10/1/82 - 16/1/82

Site:

~1t.

Format:

One on One

Tasks:

Duration
Cross Country
Speed/Climb

Buffalo

The Nationals will be run in a similar manner
to the 1981 Nationals.
There will be two major
changes: a modified scoring system and a seeding
system.
Both these systems have been successfully
tested at the 1981 Victorian Championships.

The basic tasks will be races to pylons along
the escarpment, similar to the tasks at the N.S.W.
Competitions last year.
Only this time we hope
to have longer tasks over terrain which will bring
out more than simple bar to the knees, hot rod
skills.
The competition will be run on a one on
one basis and we will be introducing some complicated, mind boggling rules to ensure that no pilot
flies against the same competitor twice.
A comprehensive rule booklet will be issued prior to
the event.

Scoring System:
Upper level scores - based on wins/losses
Lower level scores - used to break ties in
upper level scores.
Lower level scores
will be based on:
(i) percentage of opponent's time (or distance)
(ii~ bonus points for precision landings
(iii) penalty points for crash landings

In addition to the ridge tasks, we hope to
have a separate open distance event, but this
depends on air space clearance being given by
Transport Australia.
We have asked for clearance
from Mt. Kembla down to Macquarie Pass and Saddleback and then over the back from Macquarie Pass to
Marulan.
This event will carry its own prize

Seeding System:
Pilots will be seeded before the competition.
These seeded positions will then be used to
determine the draws for the rounds.
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We flew the next 20 miles downwind with cool
to cold fingers, using I.F.R. regulations (I
Follow Roads).
Being in radio contact enabled
Kevin and I to make the most of the thermals in the
area.
The only significant moments of this part
of the flight were crossing a five mile ~ection
with no landing areas anq trying to direct our
inebriated driver in the right direction.

HGAWA

Fifty miles from take-off I was getting sweaty
palms whilst Kevin had cool fingers.
After what
seemed like half an hour of scratching around,
Kevin directed me into some better lift.

76, 87

a

All was cool again for a while until Kevin
lost most of his height.
I couldn't direct him
to better lift as I, too, was slowly losing height.
At this stage I decided to go it alone and headed
off cross-wind trying to follow a main road.

88 miles

Mole (who had polished off most of the stubbies
by now) had just caught up with us and radioed
that we had done 100 km.
This must have given
Kevin a boost because a few minutes later he informed me he was back ,i n the race.

After a late start we were finally ready to
launch into a 20 knot south-easterly from our
mound.

This is where the confusion began.
Ever
tried to describe to a person you can't see where
you are when there aren't any decent land marks?

Peter was first to launch in his Swift at
11.30.
He launched into a lull in the wind and
five minutes later disappeared over the back.
That was the last we saw of Peter until we met at
the pub.

To cut a long story short, I found a 500 ft/min
thermal and then pulled out to penetrate the now
30 knot wind back to the main road and landed.
Kevin drifted another 40 km downwind in weak thermals and landed 1 mile away from Peter (whom neither
of us had seen during the whole flight).

Greg (Boot) was next to launch in his old
Bandit.
He suffered penetration problems. With
the bar to his knees he was almost blown over the
back of the hill!
Needless to say he was sh-ing
himself, but a lull came·through and he was able
to penetrate out to the landing area.

Peter had flown a different route to us to
cover a straight line distance of 88 miles. Kevin
flew 87 miles, I flew 76 miles, Greg ordered a
Swift and our driver was drunk.

Kevin was next in line with his Swift.
He
made a good launch and then hung for me.
I
quickly joined Kevin in my Swift and after finding
the right thermal we left together.

Ray.

Kevin was carrying a car C.B., complete with
battery.
I had a Tandy 2 watt C.B. as did Mole
(Greg Moloney) in the chase car.
Being in contact with your friends is very useful when you're
flyi ng.

ARE YOU GETTING YOUR SKYSAILOR???
The magazine comes out very regularly each
month at about the middle of the month. If
you don't get yours, let us know right away.

After peaking out with cold fingers we started
chasing clouds.
I led the way to the first cloud
which disintegrated upon our arrival.
So, we
immediately crossed to another cloud which turned
At this stage we had only
out to be just as bad.
done 10 miles and Kevin was scraping the trees
with his A-frame, whilst I had lost half my height.
I turned downwind and found good lift so I radioed
Kevin and told him where it was.

Our policy is that if the post office returns
your copy to us (because you moved or someone
sent it back, etc.), we strike you off of the
mailing list until we hear from you with a
new address. This way we save the postage
and the waste of sending them out and having
them returned for months. But it also means
that the sooner that you tell us about your
change of address the sooner you'll get the
magazine again. Don't wait for us to find
out your new address by telepathy and then
complain that you didn't get your magazine
for six months like several pilots did
recently.

Fifteen minutes later we were both back up
with cold fingers and chasing a weak cloud street.
At this stage Mole and Boot in the chase car
radioed in from 20 km away at a convenient pub.
They bought a dozen stubbies out of the petrol
money and continued on with the chase.
One hour and 25 miles from launch we passed
over the site that Bim had flown 114 miles from,
a month earlier.
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CROSS - COUNTRY LEftGUE
PRIZES
Longest Flight .. on an Australian Glider ... P.A. Chute ($340 .. donated by Parachutes Australia)
To a pilot that flies the magic 200 miles on a MOYES glider .. $500.
CLASS A: 1st Place .. on a glider bought from CLOUDBASE ... $250
1st Place .. on an ULTRA LIGHT glider .. BALL digital vario/altimeter ($440)
1st Place .. on a MOYES glider ... $250
CLASS B: 1st Place .. on a glider bought from CLOUDBASE ... $250
1st Place .. donated by PARACHUTES AUSTRALIA .. COCOON Harness ($130)
1st Place .. on a MOYES glider ... $100
Longest single flight from Stanwell ... $50 (CLOUDBASE)
1st and 2nd place in each class receive trophies donated by CLOUDBASE
ENTER NOW: Pilots, here's your chance
DOCUMENTATION: Date of flight and take off and
to compete in a contest open to all,
landing times. 6 figure map references are
based on consistency, and involving
required for take off and landing plus a
no need to leave your local sites,
general description of landing location,
to find Australia's best X-C sites
approximate distance flown, photo or
and pilots.
barograph evidence optional. Official
THE TASK: Clock up the highest
distances will be measured on Natmap
average straight-line distance from
1:250,000 Topo maps.
your best 8 flights. There's no
WITNESSES: Name, address and phone
limit to the number of flights you
numbers of take off and at least two
may enter.
landing witnesses for each flight, and
DATES: From OCTOBER 31 to JANUARY
only entries posted within 10 days of
31 1982 .
fl ight will be scored . Restricted to
foot-l aunched, non-pol'lered hang 91 i ders,
2 CLASSES : Class A is designed
only.
for Hang 4 and 5 and embraces both
RESULTS: Flight documentation will be
the 1982 NATIONALS and BUFFALO X-C
examined by ,the Verification Board ,and
EVENTS. Class B is open to all other
League position and distances published
pilots and is to encourage advanced
monthly.
Hang 3 pilots to get into thermalling while
others can accumulate miles on some of the long ridges
that abound in this country.
The League is hosted by CLOUDBASE Hang Gliding Centre.
OVERALL:

AUSTRALIAN CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE
PILOT NAME: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
ADDRESS:
_________________________

ENTRY FORM.
AGE: _________ HGFA NO. :_ _ _ __
RATING :
CLASS :_ _ _ _ __
TELEPHONE: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____

ENTRY FEE: $15.00 (to cover administration
Make Cheques payable to:
and verification expenses)
Australian Cross Country League
C/- CLOUDBASE Hang Gliding Centre
Entry Form and Fee must be received
before or accompanying 1st flight.
499 Crown Street, SURRY HILLS NSW 2010
I, the undersigned hereby request permission to enter and participate in the Australian Cross Country
League. I acknowledge that my participation is voluntary and that I know the risks and dangers of cross
country flying, and that unexpected dangers may arise during the League. The decisions regarding when and
where to fly and where to land are my own, and I accept all risks of injury to my person or others and/or
property that may be sustained during the League. I am aware of ANO 95.8 and Transport Austral ia
regulations concerning operations of hang gliders. In consideration of the permission granted to me to
participate in the League, I do hereby, for myself and my heirs, release the officials and sponsors of the
League and Cloudbase Hang Gliding Centre from all claims for injuries sustained by my person and/or
property during my participation in the League due to negligence or any other fault.
I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE FOREGOING REQUEST AND RELEASE:
SIGNED: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ HITNESS :_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ DATE: _ _ _ _ _ _ __
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NOTICE OF

INTENTION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1982
The SOUTH AUSTRALIAN HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION
INCORPORATED Executive Committee hereby notifies
all members that the 1982 Annual General Meeting
shall be held on:Tuesday, the Second of March, 1982, at
8.00 p.m. at the Clubrooms of the South
Adelaide Football Club Inc ., 1303 South
Road, St. Marys.
Nomination forms for the election of the
Executive Committee are available on request from
the Secretary at the above address.
PROXY VOTING
If for some reason you cannot attend the
A.G.M. you may, if you wish to, take advantage
of Proxy Voting by filling out the ·slip below
and returning it to the Secretary at the above
address.

Croweaters Corner

PROXY VOTE:
......................................... do
hereby nominate
........................ to cast my Proxy Vote
at the A.G.M. of the South Australian Hang Gliding
Association Incorporated.

By Terry Tipstall
The last S.A.H.G.A. meeting was a somewhat
riotous affair with pilots almost coming to blows.
Early in the meeting Mr. Parra Patio got up to
give the monthly accident reports.
The four
accidents that had occurred on one weekend he said
was a reasonable average but he cautioned pilots
to Take It Easy.
.

Signed: ........................ Date: .......... .

The drama started when Larry "Bogart" Loops
got up and suggested that he didn't quite agree
with Patio's assessment of the situation.
After
a prolonged speech he then questioned Android about
his lack of shoes on the previous weekend.
Android explained that he hadn't yet learned how
to tie the laces on his own.
Loops went on to
tackle Geronimo but they had to be separated before Geronimo got hurt.
The question on everybody's mind now is where will Loops get his hair
cut in future?

SKYSAILOR
BACK ISSUES
The following back issues of SKYSAILOR are
available from TAHGA at the amazing price
of

rl+

~ (f\\
per issue,
~~ ~ including postage

Mr. Gruff Patio has announced his retirement
from flying.
He was forced to sell his kite in
order to pay Dag Rovers Compensation for his dog.
He suggested he would change his name to "Peter",
sell his sheep shearing business, and resort to
prostitution to make a living.

Note that not all issues are in stock.
Send your order and money to TAHGA,
Box 4 Holme Building,
SYDNEY UNIVERSITY, 2006.

Naturalists have become interested in a small
furry creature living in Happy Valley.
The mating
habits of this creature are very strange.
It has
been observed coming out of its burrow, and sitting
on the gutter in the street making unusual noises
and waving its arms around in the air.
So far noone has been able to find an explanation for this .
unusual behaviour.

Real
Sep
Apr
Aug

One final note, I think I may have put the
wrong address on a magazine subscription I sent
off recently.
If anyone knows its whereabouts
please keep it as a token of my appreciation.
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oldies
'75
'76
'76

1980
Jan
Feb
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep

1981
Jan
Feb
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep

Oct
Nov
Dec

On Sunday the group flew at Tim's and both good
height gains and distances were flown. The
highlight of the day was when Steve top
landed, which believe me, is like trying to
land in a match box. Good one, Steve! Kim
also flew extremely well and really showed up
our able bodied machos.

ACT
Hang gliding
Association

The Club would like to thank both of them for
coming to visit us and we look forward to a return
visit from them (and other expert flyers) in the
near future.
Problems with Cocoon Harnesses
Recently I visited Mt Buffalo for the first day
of the Cross Country Classic. Incredibly I saw
two Hang 5 pilots rip on their cocoons and just
scramble off. I was quite shocked to see this,
especially considering these pilots are the
cream of flyers in Australia. I only wonder
waht methods other flyers are adopting elsewhere.
Surely it's not too difficult to just place them
over the front of the bottom bar, out of the way.
So please think about this fa ct so no unfortunate
accidents occur, especially at BU f
f
al
o.

Transport Australia Submission
Well, concerning our Submission, there is good
news and bad news. Firstly, the bad news is that
hang gliding in the Territory is still ban ned.
However, the good news is that we know Tr ansport
Australia is working on the Submission at the
present time . I would also like t o take this
opportunity on behalf of ou r Commi t t ee to thank
all our flyers for remaining patient and not
fl ying i n the zone over the past si x month s .
Now th at we know Transpor t Austr al i a i s actu ally
work ing on the Submission we are sure an answer
concerni ng our sites will be gi ve n very soon.

Gossip

Instruc t or Certificat i on Semi nar

Jeff and I r ecently vi s ited the Sou t h Coast and
had a great soar on a small forty foo t headland.
We both t ook t i me testing out our new Mega I I I
150s and to put it mildly we were both extremel y
impressed.

Ia n Jarman (and poss ibl y a few ot her hot f lyers )
will be visiti ng Can ber ra on t he weekend of th e
27th and 28th February. This semina r is mainly
concerned with teaching flyers just how to
actually teach beginners. It also teaches some
first aid which no doubt will come in handy.
Since there is a number of 'crack-pot' teaching
methods about at present, it is essential that
everyone, whether teaching or not, should take this
opportunity to LEARN from the experts. Remember,
there is one main way of showing our appreciation
for Ian's trip and that is that he have a l arge
roll- up of members.

Mark Young and Tim have been enjoying great flights
recently with both getting up good time thermalling
in still wind conditions.

Christmas Party
Our annual Christmas Party was hel d at Brett Freebody's
on the 4th December. It was a grea t turnout wi th
about t hir ty peopl e attendin g. The even ing
started wi th a swi m i n t he poo l and l ate r on in
t he eveni ng the barbeque got under way. The
highlig ht of t he evening occurred when Ma x
s t ri pped off to go for a dip, reveali ng a
1920's set of r ed, spunky swi mmers. The cr owd
went wild .
Steve Moyes Visit
Steve Moyes and Ki m Butterworth recently visited
Canberra . The rea son for the i r visit was for
Steve to deli ver and test fly Jeff' s and John' s
new Mega III 150s

The ACTHGA have several displays coming up in the
early mo nths of this year. The first is a static
display to be held on Australia Day (Monday, 1
February) at Reg atta Po i nt. A similar display will
be held on Canberr Day. We also hope to hav e a
kite disp l ayed on a float for the processio n.
A crowd of 100, 000 is expected so this i s a great
oppor t un i ty to s t re ng th en our pu bli c image .
The Cl ub has a new mascot . Congra t ulations to Jo hn
and An ne Hayman on t he bi r th of their new son,
Ri cha rd (not Dic k!).
Ross has re joined Club circl es aga in aft er his
small mi. shap at the 'Vall ey' . "Good luck mate.
It's great to have you bac k. " Congratulations
are al so in order fo r Ross and Viv, who were
only mar r ied a couple of months ago .
Next Issue
An article by Mark Young on ' sand dune' flying.
An article by Noel and Des on 'problems when learning'.

On Saturday morning the gr ou p of flyers went to
the 'Mountain' to test fly the new birds.
Everyone enjoyed a good ten minute sled ride
except for Tim and John who were almost gobbled
up by a large radiating s pur . That afternoon
the group retired to the 'Cotter Pub' for
r efreshments.

So, to all you flying chappies: have a great new
year with great flights to match.
Brett Freebody
Secretary/Treasurer
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1982 OWENS VALLEY CLASSIC
ate , because it effectively eliminates crafts su~h
as Mitchell Wings and footl aunched sailplanes (if
i ndeed there are any).
The limiting factor is the
road to the launch s ite:
Anyone who ha s been up
the road can understand our reason s for eli mi nat i ng
all non-essential traffic.
Designe rs have al so
argued against the necess ity fo r de vel op i ng ex pensive and fragile machines requiring specia l
trailers as being impractical.
The crux of the
matter is that we're trying to preserve the basic
simplicity and portability of the sport.
If you
intend to fly a glider that folds, but not exactly
into the traditional package, please let us know
at least two months in advance, and we will make
every effort to accommodate your machine .

THE OWENS VALLEY
For the in f ormat i on of t ho se Au stra l ian pi l ots
contempl atin g migrating to t he Owens Val ley th is
win ter .
(Reprinted from the Owens Valley Competition
Newsletter - Winter 1981-82)
Dear Fellow Pilot,
1981 has been an absolute banner year for
cross-country hang gliding!
In the Owens Valley,
our thermal season started in early April with
flights over the dwindling snow fields, and extended to late October when we joined the migrating rough-legged hawks high over the changing aspen
trees.
Pilots flew 32 open distance flights here
this season: over 100 miles, two of the flights
over 150 miles!
Sixty mile out-and-return flights,
once strictly fantasy, are now commonplace.
Our
first sky-mountaineering experience has opened our
eyes to new horizons, and we're planning an early
spring sky-expedition complete with skiing gear.
Since you've been involved with our XC EVENTS in
the past, we'd like to bring you up to date with
our competition plans and help make 1982 even more
outstanding!

We are actively seeking a major meet sponsor,
and will refund a portion of the entry fee if one
is found.
The entry fee is being raised this year
to $475, in order to lengthen the meet, increase
pilot services, and professionalize the operation.
Transportation will b~ provided, and trophies will
be awarded for the top three positions.
XC Challenge Races
The XC CHALLENGE RACES are 3-day weekend meets
with entries limited to 25 pilots per event. The
rules and format are essentia l ly the same as the
XC OPEN 81 and XC CLASSIC 81 and 82.
Entry is on
a 'first-come, first-served' basis, and the top
three pilots from each RACE will be eligible to
enter in the XC CLASSIC 82 if they wish.
The
entry fee is $110, and includes all transportation
and trophies for all first place pilots.

XC Meets for 1982
The XC CLASSIC, our main event, is now the
only meet we're holding in our traditional largescale week-and-a-half-long extravaganza style.
However, the XC CHALLENGE RACES will offer an
opportunity for pilots to test their skills in a
less gruelling meet, and give upcoming competition
pilots entry into the CLASSIC.
The HORIZON CUP
is another new meet which we hope will return that
elusive honour, 'The Longest Flight', to the Owens.
(Jim, grrr .. !)
A trophy will be awarded for the
Next, we'd
longest flight originating locally.
like to go into more detail, with important information concerning all the meets.

Horizon Cup
The HORIZON CUP trophy will be awarded to the
pilot making the longest open distance flight originating in the Owens Valley.
The contest begins
immediately after the XC CLASSIC, and runs through
the Labor Day weekend.
Pilots may enter at any
time before their intended flights, and the $90
entry fee includes either 1 ride to CERRO GORDO
wi t h unlimited retrieval, or 3 rides to our Piute
launch site.
Cameras will be required for landing site verification.

XC Classic 82 (Fifth Ann ual)
Entries are r estricted to 50 pilots this year .
The top 18 pilots from the XC CLASSIC 81 and the top
3 rigid wing pilots from the XC OPEN 81 are el igibl e for en try.
There are 20 invitational positions open, and 9 pOSitions from the top pilots in
the 1982 CHALLENGE RACES.
Pilots seeking in vitationa l pOSitions s hou l d write us a brief resume of
their XC experi ence, before March 15, 1982, with a
$U.S. 5 f il i ng f ee .
Invitations don't necessarily
depend on Owen s Vall ey experi ence . ~Je' re no
l onge r gi ving blanket invitati ons t o foreign
countries f or "teams" . Sel ectio n i s now in di vid ual.
Pilots wil l be no t ified of thei r i nvitations
no l ater than Apr il 1, 1982.

Non-Competitive Ev ents
Our l ~ ton, 18 passenger truck will be making
daily runs to t he piute launch site, for pilots
who don't wish to use their own transportation,
except during the CHALLENGE RACES and the CLASSIC.
We wi l l al so be conductin g several Soari ng
Camps for i nt r od uci ng mou ntain f lying to intermediate l evel pi l ots.
If t here 's in t erest, we'll orga nize group
sky- expedi ti on s f or top landi ngs/overnig ht campi ng at a number of su i table l oca l sites.

Glider qualifications for the CLASSIC have been
a bit of a problem.
Originally we announced that
entry for gliders was absolutely unl imited.
Afte r
much consultation and hair-tearing, we'v e decided
to qualify that statement with the requirement that
the gliders must fold in some fashion so they fit
on our transportation vehicles.
This is unfortun-

OWENS VALLEY 1982 SCHEDULE OF COMPETITIVE EVENTS
XC CHALLENGE RACE (a) - 3 days . June 11, 12, 13.
XC CHALLENGE RACE (b) - 3 days . June 18, 19, 20.
XC CHALLENGE RACE (c) - 3 days. June 25, 26, 27.
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XC CLASSIC '82
Dear Editor,
With the close of the finest summer soaring
yet in the Owens Valley, we would like to clarify
some of the changes we have in mind for the 1982
season.
Due to the excessive costs involved in operating large scale XC contests, we are no longer
in a position to subsidize these meets.
The XC
Classic will be the only event held in the traditional style.
The number of pilots will be
reduced and entry qualifications tougher. Also,
entry fees will be raised significantly unless a
sponsor for the contest can be found.
Chris Price is helping us design a simple
qualifying system which will allow entry of 10 or
so upcoming pilots into the Classic.
The system
will allow pilots to enter qualifying rounds early
in the season, with finals the week preceding the
Classic.
At this time it is unnecessary to divide either gliders or pilots into classes.
The following guidelines for the 1982 XC
Classic reflect our philosophy to encourage
pilot and glider development without needless
restrictions while keeping in mind the basic
simplicity and relatively low cost of footlaunched
soaring fl ight:
No modifications will be made to our glider
transportation racks to accommodate unusual glider
packages, unless popular demand dictates otherwise.
Footlaunched gliders only, with no energy
assisted launch devices allowed.
No auxiliary
power sources, unless human supplied, but may not
store energy prior to launch.
The pilot must be able to assemble and footlaunch his glider unassisted, in wind conditions
under 10 knots.
Pilots are advised to plan on using official
transportation to the launch site, since in the
event of traffic problems other vehicles may be
banned totally.

Scared?
You should be...
if your chute fabric
- like Ugly's sheetis not certified!
It could let you down
when you least expect it.
We only use certified
FIll material in our
back-up chutes.
Ask for our test certificate.
(Ugly just didn't think
it mattered!)

BACK-UP CHUTE
complete... $343*

No pilot or assistant may begin assembly on
any glider until all competition pilots have arrived at the launch site.
The launch window will normally open one hour
after the arrival of the last group of competition
pilots.
These guidelines are not meant to be a final
statement, but rather a direction to point designers for the 1982 Classic.
Anyone with suggestions or ideas is urged to write us.

PARACHUTES AUSTRALIAm:

Tom Kreyche
Don Partridge
Star Route 4, Box 3A
Bishop, CA 93514, USA.

68 WENTWORTH AVE., SYDNEY 2010
Tel. (02) 211-5555

Price includes Sales Tax

(Reprinted from Hang Gliding, November 1981,
pp.4-5.)
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The NSWHGA Hang 3 Competition
The Hang 3 Contest was held at Stanwell Park
on the weekends of the 12th, 13th and 19th, 20th
of December, 1981.
The contest was well attended
on the first weekend, with 21 pilots eagerly looking forward to a south easterly wind.
The first day consisted of a pilot briefing on
top of Bald Hill with the prospects for a southerly not very good.
At 11 o'clock it was dec~ded
to head to Hill 60 near Port Kembla for a soarlng
task, when what looked to be a north easterly wind
started chopping the ocean surface.
The noreaster
did not eventuate and the wind stayed norwest until
3 o'clock when the day's competition was called off.

NEW SOUTH WALES HANG GUDING ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 121, SUTHERLAND, N.S.W. 2232.

N.S.W.H.G.A. REPORT OF ACTIVITIES
A.G.M.

Second day, after a southerly change early in
the morning things looked good for three or four
rounds at Stanwell Park .

The date for the next A.G.M. is set for
Friday, February 5th, 1982.
It will be held in
the Auditorium at SPORTS HOUSE, 157 GLOUCESTER
ST., SYDNEY, at 7.30 P.M.

The first round was a sink rate task with
pilots scoring maximum time in the air and ~he
number of figure 8s completed over the landlng
area.
There was also 'a spot landing at the end
of the flying task .

Pagen Books
Limited stocks are still available - send
your orders in now.

The pilots were flown off in groups of four
and were given points for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th
place.
This gave the pilots an idea of c~ose
one on one competition flying, where the Wlnners
of each round flew against each other and the
lower placings flew against each other.

State Team for the Nationals
As repo rted in last month's Skysailor our
team for the Nationals will consist of 18 pilots.
The official listing is as follows:

After the first round, M. Walsh, R. Arnett,
T. Armstrong, R. Schroettner, and P. Duff were in
equal first place.

1. Steve Gilmour
2. Rick Duncan
3. Hank Numeyer
4. Alan Daniels
5. Brian Rushton
6. Craig Worth
7. Rick Martin
8. Shane Duncan
9. Phil Mathewson
10. Ian Jarman
11. Danny Scott
12. Bruce Daniels
13. Rod White
14. Rob de Groot
15. Glenn Woodward
16. Mike Delay
17. Neil Mersham
18. lain Cummings
Reserve
19. Mike Middleton

Round 2 the wind had increased to about 15
kph at the ~tart of this round which was a soaring
task.
The pilots had to fly over a pylon on the
beach, then fly back to the hill and soar up past
a line level with the horizon.
The pilots who did not drop below the horizon
or were above the horizon on the return leg were
timed as they flew past the finish line.
By the
end of the round the wind strength had increased to
35 kph and the rest of the day was abandoned. The
rest of the contest was to be run the next weekend.
After the 2nd Round, T. Armstrong and W. Judd
were equal first, M. Walsh, P. Duff and D. Gordon
were equal second, R. Arnett, G. Wallin and M.
Barnfield were equal third.

The entry fee is $50 per pilot. The State
Association has agreed to pay half of this so
pilots will have to pay $25 each.

Rounds 3 and 4 - The next two rounds were both
sink rate and pilot flying ability tasks, with a
spot landing at the end of each task.
The scoring of the spot was modified so that it contributed less towards a win than did the flying tasks.
As only 12 pilots turned up for the second weekend
the pilots were flown off in groups of 3.
Below is a table of where pilots placed in each
round together with overall final placings.
I would like to thank all the pilots who competed in this contest, as it was due to them that
the contest ran as smoothly as it did, particularly
under the conditions that they had to compete in.
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Congratulations to Tony Armstrong for coming
first . Tony seems to be very happy with his
first prize which . was a vario.
Also congratulations to Mark Barnfield and Bruce Kerl for
second and third, respectively.
Rod Stevens
NSW Competitions Organiser .
(I am sure that aZZ the piZots who competed in
the Hang 3 Competition wouZd Zike to thank Rod
for organizing the Competition .
WeZZ done , Rod.
Ed . )

NSW HANG 3 CONTEST - STANWELL PARK 1981
Round
2 3
T.
M.
B.
D.
R.
W.
R.
P.
R.
N.
G.
D.
M.
P.
G.
S.
W.
P.
G.
P.
J.

Armstrong
Barnfield
Ke rl
Go rdon
Arnett
Judd
Schrottner
r~o r i son
Christiann s
Felton
Lucas
White
Walsh
Duff
Wall in
Pi rie
Rayner
Noel
Scott
Gray
Ki r k

1
3
2
2
1
1
1
2
2
3
3
3
1
1
3
3
2
3
3
4
4

1
1
3
1
3
1
4
2
4
3
2
3
2
2
1
2
4
3
4
4
4

1
1
1
2
3
3
2
2
3
1
3
2

4
2
1
1
2
1
3
2
3
1
3
2
3

Final Plac i ngs
1
2
3
4
5
5
6
7
8
9
10

Australian

X-c

League -Report

X-C LEAGUE
(Top 10 - Average of 4 best flights.)
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Ray Chatfi eld
Bernie Beer
Kevin Walker
Jeff Scott
Bruce Daniels
Craig Worth
Rob de Groot
Ian Jarman
Hank Numeyer
10. Clyde Farquhar
1.

12
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
18

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9. .

WA
Vic
WA
USA
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW
NSW

94
86
58
57
49
44
41
33
32
31

km
km
km
km
km
km
km
km
km
km

<..osscountryleaguecrosscountryleaguecrosscountryleaguecrosscountrylEQa
~

. .

Design avai lable in 4 colours
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It can be seen from these figures that Stanwell
works on an average of one in every two and a
half days. The fact that there has been a
gradual increase in flying days may reflect an
increasing eagerness on pilots parts to fl~ in
conditions that they would not have flown 1n
before. But it may also just indicate and
unpredictable weather pattern. For the six
months from Nov to April, Stanwell is flyable
every 1.48 days.

fJI.&.

p.., QJfk. 2509

The use of the site has also increased over the
three years. In 1979 we had an average ~umber of
16.2 gliders per flying day .. In 1980 th1~ had
increased by 9.2% to 17.7 gllders per flY1ng day.
There was a further increase of 17.7% in 1981
to 20.7 gliders per flying day.

Kieran Tapsell
Secretary
Stanwell Park Club

STANWELL REPORT

Now that the 1981 flying year has drawn to a close
we now have three full years of statistics for those
interested in such things. While these figures
may only indicate to the seasoned Stanwell pilot
the obvious situation, they may be of some use to
interstate people who may be interested in
planning a holiday.

In 1979, on weekends, we had an average ?f 20
kites per each seekend day. In 1980, th1S had
increased to 28, ie a 40% increase. In 1981 the
number had risen to 32.7, an increase of a further
16.8% on the 1980 figure.
These increases may indicate a growth in the number
of pilots coming into the sport. But they may also
indicate that the seasoned pilot is becoming more
addicted.

These figures represent the minimum use of the site
as only the maximum number of kites on each day
was counted, and pilots tend to come and go at
different times during the day. There is also
the possibility that I may have missed a day here
and there in winter time when it was not always
obvious that the wind might have been on earlier
in the day. Nevertheless they do give so~e ~dea
of the use of the site and the days when 1t 1S
flyable.

Despite the steady increase many pil?ts ~ave n?t
noticed increased congestion except 1n llght w1nds.
I thin k this is probably due to the fact that
many pilots are becoming more interested in
distance flying. Now that it has been sho~n
that flying to Macquarie Pass or Jamberoo 1S not
a pipe dream, this trend is likely to increase.
As well as that pilots are becoming very much
aware of the thermalling possibilities particularly
between Sublime Point and Mt Keira. From a safety
point of view the desire to get away from Bald Hill
can only be welcomed. At least it makes the dreaded
mid-air collision less likely.

In the tables below, "Days" refers to the number
of days in each corresponding month in which
pi lots actually fl ew. "Hours" ref~rs t? the t?ta 1
number of hours during that month 1n Wh1Ch flY1ng
took place. "Kites" refers to the maximum number
of kites counted each day and totalled over the
month.

1979

Oats
JAN 13
FEB 13
MAR 16
APR 13
MAY 12
JUNE 6
JULY 11
AUG 7
SEPT 8
OCT 6
-NOV 11
DEC 18
T
134

Hours
74
63
79
50
58
13
65
37
40
32
59
113
683

Kites
257
206
196
177
128
71

197
88
140
97
213
399
2169

1980
Oats
17
13
14
17
12
10
9
7
8
13
15
12
147

Hours
82
113
88
114
68
42
35
29
50
80
95
101
897

Kites
338
239
257
317
194
174
67
87
146
248
310
227
2604

1981
Oats
15
18
18
14
7
5
7
10
11
14
18
12
149

Hours
99
137
143
83
41
32
39
61
66
102
143
118
1064

Kites
337
464
632
359
121
107
73
160
247
349
449
388
3686
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Accidents

1979

1980

1981

Deaths
Personal Injury
to Pilot
Personal Injury
to Spectators
Damage to Glider
or Property
T

1

nil

nil

5

2

4

1

1

nil

9
16

7
10

11
15

On the accident scene, we had two dislocated
elbows, one dislocated shoulder and one case of
mild concussion. These were all pilot injuries,
and fortunately we had no spectators injured this
year. The two dislocated elbows occurred on
top landing. Top landing accidents also gave us
four Cases of substantial damage to gliders. Most
of these injuries and glider damage occurred when
the wind was strong and from the south. There was
also a rather unfortunate trend for gliders to be
attracted to the surf. We had four cases of
gliders going into the drink. The dislocated
shoulder occurred when a fairly inexperienced
pilot took off just before a southerly buster hit,
and then finding that he could not penetrate. He
crashed into the exergency paddock at the bottom
of the hill.

IN WORDS 8

... As new words and phrases creep into use,
they must be officially defined, so that those
less informed members of the butcrowd will not
feel too left out of the incrowd conversation.
GOT DRILLED - Completely blew it, blundered
But
out of the lift, and ended up on the deck.
that's not what you tell your mates.
You say
that you hit the worst sink you've ever known,
your vario was off the scale on down - you got
drilled - you save face.
FRONT - All rainshowers and dirty clouds are
really fronts.
There are cold fronts (rainclouds
from the Arctic Circle) and there are warm fronts
(rainclouds from the equator).
You can always
tell when it's a sea breeze front because the rain
tastes salty.

Unfortunately, we did have a regrettable increase
in accidents over the 1980 figure, although none
of them could be regarded as serious in any way.
We can only hope that pilots will become aware of
the problems of top landing in strong winds, and
of getting too low on the eastern face, particularly
in the late afternoon.

BACK - What you get on the other side of a
front.
When your kite is blown over from behind
it is not a rotor, the wind has simply backed.
'
10 UP - 6 up plus the accepted exaggerated
factor.

We would als6 like to remind pilots that it is
compulsory by law to carry a serviceable altimeter
when flying at Stanwell. The height limits from
Garie to Scarborough (near the T V towers south of
Mt Mitchell) is 1500ft ASL and from Scarborough to
Mt Kembla it is 3000ft ASL.

10 DOWN - An excuse.
CLONET - Clone of a COMET.

In Mar~h, 1981 we had the NSW Championships at Stanwell
and Kelra, and by all reports it was a very successful
competition. The club will be hosting and running" ~he
International Competition from the 15th to the 22nd
February, 1981. Whil e we do not want to "ban"
private flying during that week, we would appreciate
pilots approaching Rod Stevens, Clive Gilmour o"r
myself before starting to set up. On some days
there may be no problem, but on others it may not
be feasible to have private flying and the
competition as well.
Again, the Committee would like to show its
appreciation to all pilots who have helped us to
maintain safety standards during the year. We
would like to think that this is the responsibility
of all pilots and not just that of the safety
officers.
We also hope that in the new year
to improve the set up and parking
Hill. After much effort we think
the Council to move the logs hack
more room, and I'm told they have
$110,000 for improvements.

PHRASES

CUT - What Clonets do through turbulence
MUSH - They even claim that Clonets don't
stall, they just mush - what next?
TIP RODS - Manufacturers' way of stimulating
"
the sale of aluminium.
LUFF LINES - Originally called leech lines,
as this is the part of the sail that they hold up.
'Luff lines' sounds better, as it makes you feel
better, as does most cosmetic surgery.
HEART BOLT - They say we must use our luff
lines and our tip rods, like they used to say we
must inspect our heartbolt regularly, as this
attached o"ur crosstube to our keel - but what do
they go and do - detach the thing altogether.
This word will soon be removed from the dictionary
of Hang glidese.
CREAM IT ROUND - Newly introduced- expression.
Thought to refer to the execution of a smooth
turn.

work will start
area on Bald
we have convinced
a bit to give us
allocated

CRISP - Eminating from the same stable, it
is thought, which is famous for the cream. This
word can be used to describe all that is good
about a glider or its performance.
Hang glider
dealers use the word to baffle punters, who can
only assume that they are being sold a particularly special machine. "Every so often the factory
turns out a really good machine, better than all
the others - really 'crisp'''.
SKY OUT - What you do in a crisp clonet if
you cream it round in the ten up's and don't get
drilled.
(Reprinted from the BHGA magazine, Wings, June

15

don't hang If out In the SUN
HANG GLIDER PILOTS AND SUNSHINE
MAXIMUM protection products stop all but 1%
of UVB rays from reaching the skin.
HIGH protection products let between 1% and 3% of UVB rays
through to reach the skin. MODERATE protection
products allow between 3% and 10% UVB rays through
to reach the skin.
Products allowing more than 10%
of UVB rays through to the skin give MINIMAL protection.

The following article may well be of interest
to those members of our fraternity who spend many
hours wandering around in the sun waiting for the
wind to come "on".
It is especially important
for those who spend time at higher altitudes where
the ultraviolet is somewhat more intense.
LIVING WITH SUNSHINE

Matching Sunscreen to Skin Type
Type 1 skins require a product from the MAXIMUM protection group all the time.
Type 2 skins
require a product from the MAXIMUM protection group
to start with and later as a tan develops, a product from the HIGH protection group should be used.
Type 3 or Normal Skins require a product from the
HIGH protection group to start with, followed later
in the season perhaps by a product from the MODERATE
protection group.
Type 4 skins require a product
either from the HIGH 0r MODERATE protection groups.

Sunburn
Most people are aware that they are likely to
get badly sunburned at the beginning of summer when
their skins are very sensitive to sunshine.
After
a suntan has developed the skin is less sensitive
and does not burn so easily. Getting sunburned
can be very painful at the time but the damage done
to the skin can be long-lasting.
Too much sunshine
can cause drying and wrinkling of the skin and may
lead to some skin cancers later on in life.
You
can protect your skin from burning while you are
developing a suntan but remember that even a suntan
does not protect your skin from skin cancer.

Sunscreen Application
In order to obta in the maximum benefit from
the use of a sunscreen preparation, both the method
of application and the amount used are of great
It is important to have a layer of
importance.
adequate thickness and to re-apply the sunscreen at
regular intervals.
You should follow the directions on the label.

Sunshine is composed of rays of light, includUltraviolet rays are made up
ing ultraviolet rays.
of UVA, UVB and UVC rays.
It is the UVB rays
which are responsible for burning the skin.
UVB
rays in small amounts can stimulate the development
of melanin which is the natural colouring in the
The more melanin your skin produces, the
skin.
more tan you get.
It is a good idea to develop
a tan slowly without getting burned.

TAKE COVER pamphlets listing the protective
sunscreens are available from chemists or from the
Anti-Cancer Council.

Skin Sensitivity
Not everyone has a skin which tans and for
these people with very fair skin, it is best perhaps not to attempt to get a tan.
White can be
beautiful too. All skins are sensitive in some
degree to the effects of the sun but not all skins
are equally susceptible to skin cancer.

FREE TAKE COVER poster, pamphlets, stickers
and T-shirt transfers are also available from the
Everyone should
Anti-Cancer Council of Victoria.
have some.
Please send a 22¢ stamp with your
order to 90 Jolimont Street, East Melbourne, 3002.
Skin Protection - use the 'Slip, Slap, Shove'
technique
Anti-cancer organisations around Australia
are running a campaign on skin protection on the
theme 'Slip, Slap, Shove'. Here is how it works:

Protective Sunscreens
The most important part of any protective sunscreen preparation is the agent or agents it contains which prevent the ultraviolet radiation from
striking the skin in its full intensity. These
agents either scatter and reflect or absorb the
ultraviolet radiation.
The majority of sunscreens on the market
absorb only UVB rays and allow UVA rays to reach
the skin. These products are intended to allow
the skin to develop a tan while decreasing the
possibility of getting a sunburn.
Some sunscreens
are known as broad spectrum absorbers and these
absorb not only UVB rays but UVA rays as well.
These products are particularly useful for those
people with skin extra sensitive to sunlight .
The Australian Cancer Society has published a
pamphlet 'TAKE COVER FROM SKIN CANCER THIS SUMMER'.
It lists the available sunscreen preparations into
four categories according to the amount of protection
they offer: MAXIMUM, HIGH, MODERATE and MINIMAL.

10

1.

Wear clothing in light reflecting colours
while in the sun whether you are working,
playing or watching sport or just wandering.
~ on a tee shirt or other top at the beach
to stop you burning, particularly around midday.

2.

~

3.

Shove on a hat, preferably with a wide brim
which will protect the face, ears and nose.

4.

Limit the time you are exposed to the sun.
Remember that the sun is hottest from 11.00
a.m. to 3.00 p.m. so avoid the sun at this
time if possible.

on a maximum protective sunscreen on all
exposed skin when you are in the sun . This
will cut out the UVB rays and prevent you
from burn i ng.

PULSAR 165 is an individually conceived glider, handcrafted
and Australian made.
PULSAR provides the light and responsi ve handl ing of a small
glider without sacrificing lifting perf ormance at lower speeds.
The unique elastic cross-bar retention system variable billow
in flight and combined w ith a genu ine 70 double surface Kevin
Mitchell sail gives PULSAR 165 its low speed and turning
performance comparing with larger gliders.
Other benefits of the elastic cross-bar retention system include :-

small glider
BIG
performance

• tight wi res on take off
• broader wing loading range
• mellower stall charactedistics and parachute ability for safer controlled
landings.
• stress relief on cross-bar and load dampering on air frame and rigging in
turbulent air.
• better lifting ability at lower speeds and broader L 0 range makes
PULSAR 165 the truly alternative glider.

Custom Kevin Mitchell sails a speciality . Competitively priced : Dealer enquiries welcome.
"This proves you can have your cake and eat it too'"
ENQUIRIES TO :MARK MITSON
C/ - SSG ARMSTRONG STREET
SUFFOLK PARK, BYRON BAY, NSW 2481
Phone : (066) 856714
TONY CHANDLER
Phone: (066) 84 2755 (BH)
(066) 856068 (AH)
• GRAEME JOHN
GOLD COAST
Phone : 364516 (AH

STAN ROY
SUNSHINE COAST
Phone : (07) 459185
ROD STEELE
C/- S S H G VICTORIA
Phone : (03) 44 5557
LINDSAY HAY
CHRISTCHURCH - NEW ZEALAND
Phone : 32 8252

BY

SKYLAND

SAILGLIDERS
D[EJ~ --------------------____

~------------L-------/
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CONFERENCE 1982
BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA
SEPTEMBER 23-28, 1982

V.H.G.A.

THE VII COMMONWEALTH AND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON SPORT, PHYSICAL EDUCATION, RECREATION AND DANCE.

---~

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, AND REGISTRATION
WRITE TO:

l/fEWS

FOR~1S

The Director,
Conference '82
Dept. of Human Movement Studies,
University of Queensland,
Brisbane, Q1d. 4067.
Phone: (07)377-3885

VICTORIAN NEWS
Dear Readers:

Register before 31 January 1982 and obtain the
benefit of early bird registration.

I hope you had a happy Christmas and safe
flyi ng.
First Aid on the Move
Mrs. Cowde11 has recently done a first aid
course and has already put it to good use helping
Mrs. Cowde11 will be rea hang glider pilot.
imbursed for the cost.
If you're interested in
doing the same, the V.H.G.A. will pay the cost of
the course.
(After you've completed it, of
course. )

MEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC ASPECTS OF
ELITISM IN SPORT CONFERENCE
SEPTEMBER 27-29, 1982
SURFERS PARADISE, QUEENSLAND

Balls

Enquiries should be directed to:

Now that we have your attention!
Spion Kop
will have orange balls attached to the power line
early this year.

The Executive Director
Australian Sports Medicine Federation
P.O. Box 29
Parkville, Vic. 3052.
Phone: (03)347-8011

N.B. Check it out thoroughly before you fly,
especially if you haven't flown there before!
P.S. Top landings are not recommended.

Both Conferences are being held in conjunction
with the XII Commonwealth Games, September 30 October 9, 1982.

Last week I was at Portsea.
The day had
all but finished.
Wesley Hill and Swift were trying to land.
At five feet (18-20 mph on top) he
still could not land on the beach.
A slight sand
ridge was giving him lift.
After two passes he
landed with a slight tail wind.
If I hadn't seen
it myself I wouldn't have believed it. The
problem in future may be not how do I get up, but
how do I get down!!!
Paul Tanner

They're back in stock 1/

VHGA is looking for people who would be
interested in assisting with the HGFA
executive. The shift to Victoria may
happen around April 1982 but it hinges
on whether enough enthusiastic volunteers
can be found.

NOW AVAI

Send your money to:
The Secretary
NSWHGA
PO Box 121
SUTHERLAND NSW 2232

If you are at all interested, contact
Craig Aitken, VHGA State Coordinator
Me1bourne--03-429-3001. He can fill you
in on what positions will be needed.
This is your chance Victoria to help
out on a national level.

BE EARLY AVOID THE RUSH!
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... a little light reading .....
BOOKS FOR GLIDER PILOTS
(and which may be of some use to hang glider
pilots. )

AIR MEDICAL NOTES FOR HANG GLIDER PILOTS
Dunstan Hadley
M.A. B.M. B.Ch(Oxon) L.M.S.S.A.(Lond).
Medical Adviser: British Hang Gliding Association.

$

Beginning Gliding, Piggott.
The
Fundamentals of Soaring Flight
Elementary Gliding, Blanchard.
~landatory at most Cl ubs for new pi lots.
Flying Training in Gliders, A. & L.
Welch. A guide to basic gliding
instruction.
Understanding Gliding, Piggott.
A
follow up to Beginning Gliding.
Gliding, Piggott. From first flight
to advanced techniques.
New Soaring Pilot, Welch & Irving.
Standard soaring manual, revised.
Joy of Soaring, Conway. Comprehensive,
informative, for the new pilot.
Art &Technique of Soaring, Wolters.
Handsome, exc. photos, informative.
Soaring Across Country, Scull.
How
to stretch your x/c soaring flight.
Cross Country Soaring, Reichmann.
Met. for Glider Pilots, Wallington.
The standard reference book.
Met. Simplified, B.L.A.C.
Weather Flying, Buck.
Inflight
observations by the author.
Theory of Flight for Glider Pilots,
Stafford Allen. A must for abinitios.
Aerodynamics for Soaring Pilots,
Mi11icer.
Mechanics of Flight, Kermode.
F.T.C. Flight Radio Guide.
1972 Proceedings fo the Soaring
Symposium.
1980 Proceedings of the Soaring
Symposium.
Free as a Bird, Wills.
A personal
account of 40 years in gliding.
To Fly Like a Bird, Sherwin. Story
of man powered aircraft.
Pilot's Choice, Siebels.
Jane's all the World's Sailplanes.
New revised edition.
Sierra Sierra, Joss. A Soaring Novel.
Aeromedicine for Aviators, Read.
Soaring for Diamonds, Lincoln.
A pilot's discovery of soaring.
World of Silent Flight, Wolters.
A collection of information.
Delta Papa, Piggott. A Life of
Flying by a remarkable man.
Accidents Happen, Welch. Anticipation,
Avoidance &Survival.
Going Solo, Piggott. A simple guide
to gliding for beginners.
Accidents to Gliders 1979. A
summary of B.G.A. Accident Reports.
The World of Silent Flight, Wolters.
Soaring Cross Country, Byers &
Holbrook.
Once Upon a Thermal, Wolters.
The Johnson Flight Tests.

Anyone, who flies in any kind of aircraft at
all enters a new element, the air.
The pilot
of ~ hang glider is more exposed to the air than
any other kind of aviator.
The simplicity of
the aircraft, the foot launched take off and
landing on the feet, the slow speed of flight, the
sound of the wind, all make flying a hang glider
resemble the flight of a bird.
This almost instinctive form of flight has
Mankind, however, despite
tremendous appeal.
having many of the perceptual instincts necessary
for flight, is not well adapted for it in a number
of ways.
The purpose of this book is to explain how the
body is at risk, and how adaptations can be made
to make flying safer.
Written mainly for the
pilot, the medical information is elementary.. It
may however prove useful to the medical practltioner as well, because it shows where the arts of
flying and medicine meet.
Elementary and preflight
1 Physical health
2 Mental attitude
3 Alcohol, smoking and drugs
4 Temperature of the air
5 Protective clothing
6 Crash helmet
7 Harness
Intermediate
8 Eyes
9 Ears
10 Orientation in flight
11
Acc i dents
Advanced
12 Physical characteristics of the atmosphere
13 Extremes of temperature
14 Reduced atmospheric pressure
15 Hypoxia
16 Acceleration
17 Escape from aircraft
18 Survival
Appendix
1 Hard landing
2 Fi rst aid
3 B.H.G.A. Pilot Rating System
4 Visual requirements
5 Learning to fly a Hang Glider
Index
Available from:

Airlife Publishing Limited
7 St. John's Hill
Shrewsbury SYl lJE,
England.
at J5.95 plus 75p. postage and packing.

18.50
4.00
4.50
19.50
17.50
19.50
12.00
20.75
20.50
29.50
22.50
4.50
15.50
6.50
8.00
26.50
4.00
8.50
13.50
10.50
8.50
10.50
18.50
7.00
8.00
8.00
19.50
15.00
10.00
9.00
8.50
20.75
10.50
8.50
7.00

G.F.A. Sales Department, GPO Box 1080, Adelaide,
5001.
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LANDING . . in the drink

(5) Do not attempt to tow your glid~r to shore
It 1S almost
unaided unless you are very close.
impossible to drag it through the water.
We
watched one guy struggle for about 20 minutes to
drag his glider 10 feet to shore.
All agreed that, although it is not something you would want to do if you could avoid it,
there is nothing to be worried about in water
landings as long as you take it calmly - that is
assuming you can swim!

By Richard Iddon
During last year's Loriano Triangle competition in the lake Como region of Northern Italy,
several members of the British team, including
myself, were asked if we would join with.some .
local fliers who were doing a demonstratlon fllght
from a 4000 ft hill, over several of the lakeside
villages whose communities had helped to sponsor
the event.
This sounded great until we were told
that there were no dry landing places and we would
have to land in the lake!
We were very reluctant
at first but after some gentle persuasion from the
local fliers, who make water landings regularly,
Mark Southall and myself agreed to join in.

Happy landings.
(Reprinted from Pennine News - The PHGC Newsletter)

MANGALORE 1982
8TH NATIONAL FLY-IN CONVENTION
,OF THE
SPORT AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION
OF AUSTRALIA (SAAA)
MANGALORE - VI CTORIA .
EASTER, 9-12 APRIL 1982

There were plenty of rescue craft around the
landing area and it turned out to be a great experience.
In fact we enjoyed it so much t~at
later in the week, when the locals were mak1ng
another demo flight, the whole of the British team
joined in.
From my experiences in the water, it seems to
me that the main points to watch for if you are
contemplating, or are forced to make a water landing are as follows:

The Sport Aircraft Association of Australia
(SAAA) would like to interest you in our 8th National Fly-In Convention to be held during,the
Easter Holidays '82 .
Our members and frlends
Australia-wide and from overseas, especially
England, New Zealand and the U.S.A., gather together each year in workshops, forums and over a
cuppa, to learn, teach and discuss their favourite
subject.

(1) DON'T PANIC!
This is by far ~he most
As long as you take lt calmly
important thing.
you will have plenty of time to u~clip an? swim.
clear of your glider.
A conventlOnal gllder w1th
cross booms (I was flying a Solar Storm) will remain afloat unaided for about five m·inutes. Dick
Brown was fiying a Sigma, a crossboomless glider,
and we noticed that this began to sink much more
quickly.
There was, however, still plenty of time
for him to get clear.

We are an amateur organization devoted to the
manufacture restoration, preservation and enjoyment of all 'types of aircraft.
From this year we
intend to promote the gathering of ALL AVIATION
ENTHUSIASTS at our annual convention, be they
Historians, Antiquers, Warbirds, Glide~s, Balloonists Rotorcraft, Type Clubs, Parachutlsts, Ultralights etc., in order that they may enjoy with us
a FOUR'DAY SPECTACULAR where cross pollination of
ideas members and flying machines can occur.
Each Guest Ass~ciation may have their own site at
the convention and on open day, Sunday 11th April,
they will be able to vie for additions ~o ~heir
membership from the largest crowd of aVlatlon
orientated visitors in the country.

(2) Use a non-screw gate carabiner or unscrew
the gate fully.
It is possible, by swinging out
of prone, to reach up and unscrew the gate wh~lst
still in flight.
It is a good idea to pract1ce,
unclipping from your glider with your eyes closed
occasionally.
(On the ground of course.)
When approaching the surface
(3) Landing.
do not look directly below you as it is difficult
to judge your height above the water by looking
straight down into it.
It is much better t?
watch the shoreline or concentrate on someth1ng
floating on the water close by.
Make a normal
landing approach but flare out extra hard so that
the glider enters the water keel first and with
little or no forward motion.
This method seems
best as it traps a pocket of air under the sail.
With any other landing approach, the control bar
hits first and tips the glider nose down into the
water, making it more difficult to unclip and
causes the glider to sink faster.

It is hoped that the four days of the Convention will prove to be a strong melting po~ f?r
ideas and friendships and stimulate sport aVlat10n
bodies in Australia to grow side by side in an
atmosphere of harmony, co-operation and solidarity.
For further information and registration forms
write to:
Mangalore '82 Fly-in Administration,
C/- 36 Evelyn Road,
Ringwood, Victoria, 3134.

(4) Harnesses.
A harness with closed cell
foam type padding will provide a little buoyancy
but it is difficult to swim in a harness .
If you
have to swim a long way I think it is better to get
out of it.
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HGFA MEMBERS EXCLUSIVE ...

Full personal
accident insurance
From HGFA Brokers
warwick blair insurances
A Member of the Terence Lipman Group of Companies

• Full 24 Hour Cover a day, every day, not just hang gliding .
• Full Hang Gliding Cover, including Competition Flying .
• Broad, Worldwide Cover, Lloyd's policy wordings.
• Benefits payable for a Full Year to 80% of income,
excluding workers' compensation claims.
• Limited Medical Expense Cover
• Your cover starts as soon as you despatch the
Proposal Form and Premium.
Be covered 24 hours a day, every day, wherever you
are, with HGFA Members' exclusive Personal
Accident Insurance. Select the Plan best suited to
your requirements from the Proposal Form below
and mail together with the Appropriate Premium to
Terence Lipman Pty. Ltd.

warwick blair insurances

------------------

Personal Accident Proposal Form
Please indicate the Insurance Cover required.

Nameinfull.. ........ .... ... ... .... ..... .... ... ... ........... ......... ......... ..... ... .... ...... ...... .. .
Address ... ...... ... ............... .... .... .... ..... .... ..... .. ....... ..... .. .. ... .. .. .... .. ... ... .. ..... .. .

Insurance Benefits

... .. ... .. ... ... ...... ... .... ... .. .... .... .. ..... ..... .... ...... .... ... ...Postcode ..... ... ... .... ... ..... .

Annual
Premium
Payable

Death or Permanent
Total Disability

Temporary
Total Disablement

$10,000

$1 00 per week

$100

Employer's Name .... .. .... .. ... ..... .... ..... .. .. ..... .. ............. ... ...... ... ... .. ... ....... .... .

$10,000

$150 per week

$150

and Address .................. ................... ................. Postcode ... ....... ..... .. ...... .

$10,000

$200 per week

$200

$10,000

$250 per week

$250

Age ...... ... .... .... .... .... .. ... .. .. .. .. HGFA Membership No ... ...... ...................... .

Cover
Selected
(please
tick)

Occupation/Profession ... ... .... ... .... ..... ... ... .... ..... .... .. ... .... .... ... .... .... ... ........ .
Duties Performed .. ........ ...... .. .......... .... .. ...... ... .... .... ... ... ...... ... ......... .... ..... .

Have you previously suffered injury through accident?

Yes D No D

If yes, give brief details.. including period of incapacity .. ... ...... ......... ........ ..

Are you presently suffering an injury or physical disability?

Yes D No D

Date ...... .............. ...... ... .Signature .. .... .... .. .. ... .. .. ...... .... ... .. .. ... ..... ..... ... ..... .

If yes, give full details ......... ........... .... ... .... ...... ....... ....................... ... ... ...... .

TERENCE UPMAN PTY LTD
Bridge House 127 Walker Street
North Sydney NSW 2060 Telephone (02) 9290611
Members of the Confederation of Insurance Brokers of Australia

People who care .. .insure with Blair

-----------------_ ... _-----------21-
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LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

"Sunset" vs "End of Daylight" at Spion Kop
The November Skysailor (p.8) castigates a
flyer for flying after "Sun Set" when he was
within his rights in doing so in the circumstances
described.
Please note that A.N.O.'s permit V.F.R.
flight between the "Beginning" and "End of Daylight": derived from graphs, ref. V.F.G., section
24, parts 1-6.
These graphs give "End of Dayl i ght"
on 14th September at Spion Kop (approximately 144 0
lO'E; 38°20'S) as 6.40 E.S.T. and flying up to
this time is legal.
Even though flying at the
times given in the above report is legal, high
ground to the west and overcast conditions could
have made this unwise.
Flying low over houses
and power lines is not legal or wise.
The VHGA
should look at this-sTte with a view to establishing landing approaches that are clear of obstructions.
Aviation Safety Digest is produced by Transport Australia to try and help pilots learn from
the mistakes of others.
All reports are anonymous.
They describe incidents and discuss probable causes and lessons to be learned, in such a
way that the readers can find ways of avoiding
similar circumstances in their own flying.
The
Digest does not set out to blame or punish anyone.
This is one reason pilots are willing to
submit reports (form 225).
The use of names in
safety reports in Skysailor, together with the
threat of punitive action can only be counterproductive.
We don't get enough safety reports
now.
They will be harder to come by in the
future.

Dear Editor,
Re:

Dear Editor,

Last month's 'Notice to Swift owners'.

After watching a very experienced flyer set
up his A-frame by rolling his kite upside down,
whilst moving the whole triangle to the extent
where one downtube gouged itself into the stainless steel fitting on the keel, I thought it would
be a good idea to ENSURE that others, not experienced with newer kites such as Swifts, t·lega 3s,
Meteors, Bandits and Mega 2s would not make the
same mistake.

People do not intend to have accidents, no
matter how rash or silly their actions seem afterwards.
Most accidents can be traced to a series
of adverse actions, which may be perfectly O.K. in
themselves but combined they lead to disaster.
One way of reducing accidents is to half the chain
of actions by making people aware that certain
actions can lead to danger.
You can't hit things
unless you're close to them.
You can miss things
if you can see them, etc. etc.

Also, because of the use made these days of
floating crossbars, I noticed on my own kite that
during ground handling, and only ground handling,
the wing wire, as attached to the down tube
shackle, tends to gouge itself into the downtube.
I did not believe that this would turn
into a structural problem, however I thought it
would be good if people were made aware of it so
that they could take simple precautions to prevent
any further wear.

Perhaps all H.G. clubs should look at their
sites with the view of setting out "approved landing approaches" for all fl i ers, "for each condition".
Perhaps too, we all should look afresh at
A.N.O. 's to discover why years of flying experience had led Transport Australia to frame them
as they have.
(You don't hit things you see, but
you can't hit things you're not too near.)

I would like to stress to the person who wrote
the "Notice to Swift Owners" and the reader that
the very minor problems noted above, are, in the
first instance, common to at least five models of
kites produced over the last 2! years and, in the
second instance, to both the Moyes and the Ultralight kites, and probably some others, that incorporate floating crossbars.

Good flying
Dean

The reader should not hold any reservations
about the workmanship or competence of the people
at Ultra-light in comparison to the people at Moyes.
Both companies make fine hang-gliders.

(Please note that Skysailor does not normally
mention names in the case of accident reports,
except in the case of a death or where the pilot
involved in an accident has contributed an article
for the information of other pilots.
An exception was made in the November issue at the request
of the V.H.C.A. for the reasons stated in the
introduction to the accident report concerned.
In fact, the reason that names are not normally
mentioned is the one which you suggest: in the
hope that pilots will be encouraged to submit
accident reports for the benefit of their fellow
pilots.
Ed.)

Also, if the reader has, or is about to purchase, a second-hand Mega 2 or Bandit or any other
Atlas equivalent, please inspect the downtubes
closely - especially where they are attached to
the stainless steel fitting on the keel.
ke Cockburn,
Carlton, Victoria.

~'i
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Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

I want to convey a thought as to why ridge
lift can contribute to a situation of no control
during take off .
If you hold a fisherman's
weighing device and suspend a large weight via a
length of string to it, then suddenly move your
hand upwards it is possible to make the scales
read for a moment anywhere nea r double the actual
weight suspended.
Now if a pilot were to run
off a ridge and experience the same sudden lifting
force he/she would also weigh double, but only for
a short time.
As we all know: if two pilots
fly the same kite, then the stall speed increases
considerably.
Well, the same appl i es for a single
pilot who suddenly experiences a lifting force
which also doubles his weight.
The result: well,
the stall speed increases and so a pilot who is
not aware of thi s , someone who may have only experienced gliding down a training slope is now
suddenly confronted with the ground moving away
at a rapid pace ~nd also a rapid increase in his/
her stall speed . Two different bouts of disorientation occur in a few seconds!
This is enough to
stall a tip and spin head first into the ridge .
Gulp!
How many times has this happened?

I'd like to rap with SAHGA members.
At this
present moment I am vomiting, thinking about the
state of our dissassociating association.
The feeling of total discontent I get from
about 90% of the pilots, agrees that the attitude
of certain members is causing the club to selfdestruct.
Members are talking about getting out
of hang gliding or starting another club. Some
have already left.
Numerous incidents over the past months and
the straw that broke the camel's back, put a real
dampener on the last meeting for the year.
One
of our bigger headed members took control of the
meeting.
He started abusing, swearing and throwing crap at his fellow pilots, not to mention
embarrassing our poor vice-president and everyone
else present.
The air could have been cut with a
knife.
The club definitely doesn't need this kind
of childish behaviour in front of prospective and
up-and-coming members.

C.P. Skeates,
Queanbeyan, N.S.W.

I for one hope these members wake up to their
senses and remember that "a club that flies together
stays together".

Dear Editor,

Very very Concerned Member
Andy Watson

After reading August Skysailor, the article
on "The Effect of Wi nd" by All an Coates and suffering his abuse to pilots who fly by instinct and
not by some biassed scientific fact , life is
enormously more dynamic than a black and white
page in a book.
I know for a fact that I can
tell which way the wind is moving no matter how
high or low I am from the ground and that it is
possible for the glider to react differently when
turning into the wind and turning down wind at
altitude!

skyso(Jing industries
PO Box 103, Thirrou1 2515
VARIOMETERS
Hummingbird VE-I0 ............. . .... $195
Ball 620H, small audio vario ....... $280
Ball 631, audio vario
& digital altimeter ....... $480
Kwik clamps ................. . ...... $33

The reason is because the glider is not a
perfect flying device and it must descend through
the air.
It does not have a motor to give it
the ability to fly parallel to the ground.
The
idea of a fish in a fish bowl is wrong and the
idea of fog and cloud is wrong because these
ideas are buoyant in the air and do not descend
at the expense of the air.

AL TIMETERS
Thommen 2000-26 .................... $132
Wrist strap ........................ $8
WIND METERS
Hall wind meters with brackets .. ... $33

Because of the very nature of gliding an
artif i cial wind gradient effect is created which
will in a sensitive way, feed back to the sensitive feelings of the pilot.
As the glider's
inertia is interacting with the inertia of the
air any fluctuation of speed will instantly remind
the pilot as to ,wind direction, even though the
glider is drifting down wind at the same time.
The effect is a very slight tugging sensation with
a slight nose up if the glider is turning into the
breeze and a very slight nose down when turning
down wind.
You might consider this to be thermal
or bubbles but if done in smooth cool air I can
tell the difference and I'm sure I'm not the only
one.
So no amount of scientific data will prove
me wrong and I will come up trumps every time.

PARACHUTES
Advanced Air Sports
20 Kevlar lines
20 ft canopy, 1 oz cloth
weighs 4 ~ lbs, super compact .. . .... $370
with single container bag . ...... . .. $390
with double container bag ........ . . $410
COCOON HARNESSES
Advanced Air Sports
2 in stock
Suit 5' 8" pilot. ................. . $200

phone Sleye KeIInord (042)

Thank you
C. Skeates,
Queanbeyan, N.S.W.

61/194
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On my own glider I found the cr oss -tube and
keel tube to be of different di amete rs, so two
sizes of clamps and two hole positions in the bars
were r equired.
A couple of poi nts t o watch; file
all t he edges to prevent chaf i ng th e sailor even
cu tt ing your hand. Al so, I found i t useful to
put an extra ho l e at the end of th e lowe r bar, to
thread the camera strap t hrough.
This keeps t he
strap away from the l ens and also acts as a
'back-up loop'.

Aerial Photography
GET IT OFF THE GROUND

By Al an Metcalfe

In the December i ss ue of Win gs !, I read of
John Newman's pl ig ht for informa t i on on i n-flight
photo graphy.
I can fully appreci ate his problem
as I had to make my own camera mount, finding that
none were avai la ble at the time .
I believe that
Ma inair are currently develop i ng a mount but this
is as yet, not available.

Having made my mount, I recently di scovered
two commercially available equivalents.
One is
the Cullman touring set, which has a device in
this kit consisting of two blocks with V-c uts in,
that slide up and down a bar.
Thp. cost of the
set is about $35.
The other is the Manfrotto Sky
Hook (no pun intended).
This is a spring clip
rather like a giant clothes peg, which will cope
up to anything 3!" thick.
It costs about $16.
But for si mpl i city and low cost, I believe my
design wins hands down .

There are basically two types of in-flight
photography.
The fi rst is aeri a 1 photography,
i .e. s hots of the surrounding landscape and fellow
fliers and the other being in-flight self-portraits.
What type of pictures you wish to take is
largely dependent on the facilities available on
your camera.
I f the shutter can be remotely
fired, and if you have a self-winder, then provided
you can attach the camera to any point of your
glider, your choice of picture taking is unlimited .

There are several small lightweig ht cameras
on the market, but not ~any have all the faci l i t ies
that I req uired.
In the 110 camera size the
PENTAX 110 fits the bill.
In the 35mm compact
si ze only one is available at the moment; this is
the LOMO 135BC, which I bought.
It has a cl ockwork winder which exposes nine individual frames for
each full wind up.
Unfortun ate l y it has no ligh t
meter.
The LOMO, like most other compacts, has a
lens of 40mm focal length, wide enough to take in
the full length of a prone pi lot when moun t ed on
the cross-tube.
When mounted on the keel I
intend to fix a 'fish-eye' ada pt or, which screws
to t he fron t of the lens. This ada ptor widens
the angle of the lens t o include more of the scene
It can be bo ugh t from mos t
in the photograph.
camera shops f or aroun d $ 20.

Trying t o take off with a camera hung around
your nec k i s definitely not recommended, especially
when flying prone.
I have seen hand held shots
from a han g gl ider, but these were taken on a 110
pocket came ra and at an al titude of several thousand fee t .
Fl ying wi t h one hand, and shooting
with the other is not recommended, eve n with adequate ground clearance.
The si mpl est way t o at tach a ba s ic camera is
to th e upright by means of an ins t rument mount.
With the camera be i ng close t o han d, you can wind
the f ilm on and s hoot each pictur e while still
holding t he con trol f rame wi t h bot h hands.
Wi th
a thread in the shutte r releas e of the came ra, by
means of an ' ai r bulb release cable' , the came r a
can be remotely fired.
As such, i f mounted away
from the control frame, the picture can include
the glider, pilot and local scenery.
Wishing to
take this type of photograph, I had to make my own
camera mount, it needed to be light, small, cheap
and easy to attach to the glider .
I also had to
buy a new camera!

There used to be several hal f -frame cameras
with buil t - i n winder s - t he OLYMPUS Pen EM, the
CANON Dial , and two models by RICOH made fo r underwa t er use wi t h the additi on of a case .
But with
half- frame cameras going out of fash i on , you will
have to look at the second-hand market for these .
The 35mm S. L.R . range of cameras, which fit the
bill , boasts a list of more than sixty models from
various manufacture r s , and are too numerous to list.

The first camera mount I saw was being tried
out by a fellow club-flier.
He had an old Ricoh
half-frame underwater camera, which has a built-in
clockwork winder.
He told me he bought the
camera twelve years ago when he first took up skin
diving for a hobby.
The mount was made of two
blocks of machined nylon, two countersunk screws
and a bar, threaded at each end and bent into a
right angle, with a knurled nut at each end.

There are no hard and f ast rules as to where
to put your camera .
You only have to look at the
covers of last year's Wings! to see the variations .
The most important thing to remember is that fixed
to a cross-tube, one wing i s going to be heavier
and have drag induced, due to the non-streamline
Keel
shape of the camera and mount arrangement.
mounted, the camera weight will cause a change in
the normal pitch position, but Keith Cockroft tells
me he tied his glider bag to the opposite end of
the keel to cure this.
With the latest gliders
having a full enclosed cross-tube, do not be
tempted to mount the camera at the end of the
leading edge; the problems of glider control
would be horrific.
I recently saw in-flight head
and shoulders shot of a hang glider pilot in a
magazine, which was very interesting.
The photographer had mounted the camera on a pole which
projected forward of the control frame, and this
unusual camera position produced a really original
photograph.

The bent bar and nuts were no problem for me
to make, but the nylon blocks were.
I discovered
the answer to this by seeing cable conduit sc r ewed
to the wall at work.
The plastic clamps they had
used were ideal and I managed to obtain some from
a local wholesale electrical store.
You should
also be able to obtain these from DIY electrical
stores.
No tools are required when attaching the
clamps to the glider.
The bolts and wing nuts
purchased from a local hardware shop.
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Regarding the choice of film, generally speaking, you'll need a fast film to photograph hang
gliding. The range is very good and there are
quite a number of 400 ASA films on the market in
all emulsion types.
My personal choice for colour
is slide film, from which I have had shots copied
into colour prints.
If you use colour negative
film to produce colour prints for the family
album, its worth remembering that you can also
have a black and white print made from the same
negatives.
If you wish to first tryout your
shots in black and white, the new X-type films
from both ILFORD and AGFA are excellent. They
have the unique property of getting the exposure
right in variable lighting conditions without
adjusting to the camera settings.

Don't expect every frame on your first film
to be.perf~ct. .Good pictures come from plenty of
practlce, Just llke good flying.
The best pictures tend to be taken with the pilot's face in
view, and when the glider is banked in a turn but
variety is the spice of life. Take great ca;e
w~en flying with your camera for the first time.
Flrst get a feel for the new position before shootLast year a report in WINGS!
ing your first shot.
told ?f a pilot who nearly came to grief.
By not
screwlng up his karabiner it became fouled on the
upr~ght, sim~ly because he was concentrating on
t~Ylng out hlS camera on the glider for the first
tlme, and not concentrating on his flying.
Be
warned.
(Reprinted from Wings, July 1981, pp.6-7.)

Shooting with a fast film you can use a fast
shutter speed to avoid camera shake and a blurred
picture. You are also able to use a small aperture setting to have both the pilot and the background in focus.
If you are shooting selfportraits, then focus the camera on the pilot in
the so-called hands-off position in the centre of
the frame.
This allows some margin for movement
of the pilot during flight.
When taking aerial
shots, . its best to set the focus at infinity.

CAN'T KEEP IT UP?
•

SALL VARIOMETERS MAKE A RANGE OF TOP CLASS VARIOMETERS ONE OF
WHICH WILL SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS:

* All prices quoted include the new Federal Government Sales Tax
All prices subject to change without notice.
MODEL 620H - Compact, audio on up only, internal
batteries (not supplied} .............................. $278*
MODEL 631 - Super vario/altimeter, audio full
range or up only , digital altimeter,
uses internal batteries (not supplied} ......... . ...... $470*
We are the Australian agent for BALL Variometers Inc. and offer
12 months warranty (factory approved backup in Australia) on
all variometers sold.
ALSO AVAILABLE:
Winter Airspeed Indicators, self contained, made for
hang gliders ....................................................... $121*
Replogle Barographs, light weight, rugged and
reliable, 30,000' range ......... . .................................. $346*
Mechanical variometers ... ... Compasses ...... Oxygen
For further information write or call Tom Gilbert

T. & J. Sailplane Services
BOX 324, CAMDEN, N.s.w. 2570
PHONE (046) 66 7079 A.B. (046) 57 1288
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HANG GLIDING

NOBBY NOTES
No Nobby Notes in the last issue!
happened?
I will explain that later.

ACCESSORIES

What

D.O.T. approved (No. 2235) Parachute harness
and canopy manufacturers

Our Christmas party was another great success.
Special thanks go to the two Heathers and Dorothy
(all day on K.P.), Barry on the barbeque and Bruce,
Dave and the gang on the keg.
Thanks also to the
Newcastle boys and their ladies for their support
and everyone else that helped make the occasion
such a success. And a special thanks to Santa
(Graham) .

The Back-up Chute
complete

$343*

Deluxe Prone Harness

Congratulations to Scott Tucker for winning
the Ramsay Trophy for the greatest accumulated
distance flown Cross Country. Congratulations
also to Bruce Lee and Stephen Lys who shared the
prize for the most improved Flyer. The presentations were made by Dave Oxley and Graham Pukallus
(up from Richmond for the Christmas party).
A
Special Presentation was made to Treasurer Heather
on behalf of N.A.S.S.A. for the time and effort
she devotes to the administration of the Club and
to Hang Gliding in general.
(Well done Heather.)

$94,50*

Stirrup $9.50*

Altimeter
$92.50*

The planned Fly-In was a shambles as the
Nobby turned on one of its no wind days so the
boys amused themselves by trying to outdo each
However, the wind wa s
other at distance flying.
on at Tamborine on the Sunday and the flyers that
turned up there had an enjoyable day.

Hummingbird Vario
$196*

Now the reason for no Nobby Notes in the last
issue.
It seems that Treasurer, Heather, decided
that Acting Secretary Ted wanted to marry her.
The date was set and Heather not wanting to leave
anything to chance asked Ted not to fly for the
two weeks prior to the wedding as she had a feel-"
She
ing that something was going to go wrong.
was right.
Four days before the wedding Ted
catches a falling piece of machinery at work and
breaks his back in two places.

Summer Harness
$84.50*

COCOON HARNESS

$135*

C&D H/G Helmet
$46.00

Not wanting to cancel the arrangements, Ted
travels to the wedding on a mattress in the back
of a station wagon.
It must be the first reception ever where the Bridegroom lay on a mattress on
the floor.
So with Doctors' warnings ringing in
his ears and the worry of complete recovery the
Nobby Notes were forgotten.
Sorry Fellas.

Kite Bag
$59*

*If it's not listed ask us.
Now on the brighter side: back at work after
seven weeks (the papers were piling too high on my
desk) and at nine weeks, with the aid of a back
brace Dave and Graham taking the weight during
launching and wheels on the A-frame, Ted is back
in the air.
The moral of this story - it's safer to fly
than to go to work.
Ted McAllan
(Sure is!

Hope your back is now ZOO%.

PARACHUTES AUSTRALIAWo:
68 WENTWORTH AVE., SYDNEY 2010
Tel. (02) 211-5555

Prices "include Sales Tax

Ed . )
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UP 165 Cm1ET
As new. Flown in competitions only.
Available
after the Australian
Nationals.
Minimum Ratin III
Phone Ian (02 y698-8584

TAl-IGA'S

MARKET PLACE

$1,450 o.n.o.

SWI FT
As new. Red , yellow and blac k.
hours.
Mi nimum Rating III

Very few

$1500 ONO

Barnacl e Bil l (02) 599 1325
,,,I

INSTRUMENT PANEL
With Bal l Vario and Aircraft Altimeter.

QUEENSLAND

•

MEGA II
12 months old, swivel cross
bars, very clean, dark blue
and white sail.
A t op kite
at this price.
Minimum Rating II
Butch (075)30-5639

$900

McDONALD EAGLE
Green with orange and red
tips. 176 sq.ft.
Top
condition and performs well.
Minimum Rating III
Phone Joe White (079)51-2955 (bh)

$500

LANCER 4S
White with red, purple and black
tips . 175 sq.ft. A top New
Zealand intermediate glider.
Design marketed world wide and
still in production.
Easy
and fun to fly. Good condition.
Minimum Ratin II
Phone Joe White 079)51-2955 (bh)

$500

ODESSY PARACHUTE
Phone Joe White (079)51-2955 (bh)

$200

REALISTIC 5 WATT WALKIE TALKIE
As in common usage (includes
hand held mike and trailing
wire).
Used only once.
Phone Joe White (079)51-2955 (bh)

$85

PA PRONE HARNESS
Phone Joe White (079)51-2955 (bh)

$40

Barnacle Bil l (02) 599 1325

$300

Will sell the lot for $1650
BOWEN AERO
$1, 000 ONO
Blue and white with rainbow panel.
Curved fibreglass tips. 60% double
surface. Near new, state-of-the- art
US glider. ActuGl glider which came
2nd in Open Class 1981 US Nationals.
148 sq ft. Only 55 lbs weight. Suit
pilot under 10 stone. Very sweet
handling - excellent thermalling machine •
Minimum Rating II
Steve Short

(042) 61 1544 (BH)
(042) 61 6535 (AH)

MEGA III (METEOR)
$1,200
Brand new, 170 sq ft, viking red, black
mylar pocket, black tips. Will freight.
Pilot now flies Meteor 190.
Minimum Rating III
Phone:

Clyde

(042) 94 2648

S T 0 LEN
Glider, car and gear from
on 4 December 1981. The
FAFNIR: The colours from
orange, dark blue, white,
It weighs 22 kg and has a
you have seen this glider
or the police.
Bruce Wa rner
6/27 Apsley Street,
Penshurst, N.S.W. 222.
(02) 570-4662 (ah)
(02) 522-6022 (bh)

NEW SOUTH WALES
CHEVRON B
$550 ONO
210 sq. ft. - suitable for
medium to heavy weight pilot.
A good floater for an
intermediate pilot. Gold with
red, green and white tips.
In good condition.
Minimum Rating II
Dennis White (02) 230 5146 (BH)
(042) 94 2140 ( AH)
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a visiting Swiss couple,
kite is a German made
wing tip in are: red,
with a red leading edge.
sail area of 15m 2 • If
please inform the owner

"ETEOR /90
.... 0

glider for all conditions

Buffalo

X/C Results

/ Craig Worth

.'

..

METEOR 190
1: .

2 Jeff Scott

METEOR 190

3 Nell Mersham

METEOR 170
,

.,;
THROUGH THE COMPLETE RANGE OF FLYING CONDITIONS~ INCLUDING 20 MPH HEAD-WIND RUNS

J

MARGINAL LIFT CONDITIONS~ 1500 FT/MIN THERMALS AND HEAVY TURBULENCE~ THE
METEOR 190' s SHO\'/ED THEI R SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE AND EASE OF HANDLI NG EVEN ~I ITH
LIGHT WING LOADINGS.
EVERY COMPETITION ROUND EXCEPT ONE HAS ~WN BY A METEOR 190.
J

J

THAT EXCEPTI ON

WAS A 34 KM SPEED RUN TO HARRIETVILLE WHICH HAS \~ON BY ETHEL ON A
r1ETEOR 170.
BOTH THE METEOR 190 AND THE METEOR 170 ARE CERTIFIED IN ACCORDANCE l~ITH
THE USHGMA CERTIFICATION STANDARDS.

,

"

!.

. f!'

