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SKYSAILOR IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE
HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA (H.G.F.A.)

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

Skysailor appears twelve times a year and is
provided as a service to members.
For non-members,
the subscription rates are $10.00 per annum.
Cheques should be made payable and sent to HGFA.

Send your change of address notice or any enquiries
about membership to:
THE ADMINISTRATOR
14 Balcombe Road
Mentone, Victoria 3194

Skysailor is published to create further interest
in the sport of hang gliding. Its primary purpose
is to "provide a ready means of communication between hang gliding enthusiasGs in Australia and
in this way to advance the future development of
the sport and its methods and safety.

Send your contributions to SKY SAILOR , any enquiries
about insurance, the pilot hand book, accident reports
or any other national matters to:
HANG GLIDING FEDERATION
OF AUSTRALIA.
P.O. Box 74 Ashburton
Victoria, 3147.

Contributions are welcomed. Anyone is invited
to contribute articles, photographs and illustrations concerning hang gliding activities. The
Editor reserves the right to edit contributions
where necessary.
HGFA and the Editor do not
assume responsibility for the material or the
opinions of contributors presented in Skysailor.

H.G.F.A. President
Crai"g Ai tken
Phone: (03) 429-3001
H.G.F.A. Secretary
Wes. Hill
Phone: (03) 277-7942

Copyright in Skysailor is vested in HGFA. Copyright in articles is vested in each of the
authors in respect of her or his contribution.
Deadline for contributions: 1st of the Month.
ISSN 0313-363X

H.G.F.A. Treasurer
Robert Owens

ADVERTISING RATES
Quarter Page
Half Page
Full Page
Full Page Back Cover:
Market Place
Free

SKY SAILOR EDITOR
Peter Lissenburg
Phone: (03) 726-4669
(03) 524-2304

$20.00
$30.00
$50.00
$70.00

For information about ratings or sites write to
the appropriate State Association.

An additional charge will be made for any typing,
typesetting or artwork which may be required.
Advertisements from kite manufacturers must indicate whether or not thei r kite meets the US HG~lA
certification standards.
Kites for sale in Market Place must indicate a
suitable minimum hang rating. "
HGFA and the Editor do not endorse or take any
responsibility for any of the products advertised
or mentioned editorially within these pages. No
responsibility is accepted for any claims made by
advertisers unless spe.cifically expJained"perfcmnance figures quoted in advertising should be
taken as estimates only.

A.C.T.H.G.A.
P.0. Box 496,
MANUKA, 2603.

Tas H.G.A.,
21 Leslie Street,
SOUTH LAUNCESTON, 7250.
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P. O. Box 121,
SUTHERLAND, 2232.

V.H.G.A. ,
P.O. Box 400,
PRAHRAN, 3181.

Q.H.G.A. ,
P.O. Box 212,
MORNINGSIDE, 4170.

H.G.A.I~.A. ,
P.O. Box 84,
DOUBLEVIEW, 6018.

S.A.H.G.A. ,
P.O. Box 163,
GOODHOOD! 5034. "Cover:

JOM Reynoldson.
Editor: Peter Lissenburg __
Assisted by: John l-IcArthey..- Rose
Bar&ara Aitken~ Wes Hill.
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THANKS
As you would have read in your last SKYSAILOR the H.G.F.A. central committee has changed hands.
We, the new Executive,would like to take
this oppotunity to thank the retiring executive for
thier work in, smoothing out the administration, the
rewritting of ANO 95.8, the incorporation of the Federation, and infact the formation of the Federation
as it now stands, this and more are the results of
thier labour.

THE NEW HGFA EXECUTIVE

Bruce Wynne (Swift) and Craig Aitken (EF 6)
flying over the Ovens Valley. Photo Wes Hill

Unlike our immediate past President (Bill Moyes),
I am going to need some form of introduction. You
may ask who is this new guy called Craig Aitken?
What makes him tick, and why does he think he can
preside over the HGFA when he doesn't even come
from NSW?
Some vital statistics now follow:
Age:
38 (born and lived in WA, moved to VIC '71)
Status: Married + 1 child (Victoria Electra)
Interests: Family, hang gliding, skiing, scubadiving, wines.
Occupation: Systems engineer for a large computer
manufacturer.
First flew: 1975 on an unknown model built by
Seagull.
Gliders owned: Aurora
- Prussner
Condor
- Wings
Super 2 - Cohen
EF5
- Fagen
Fledge II- Manta
EF6
- Fagen
Flying ambitions: To further develop my thermal
skills, which as yet are somewhat basic.
To get 2 more witnessed 1000' ht gains,
so as to graduate to H5 rating.
To out fly my peers.
Administration experience:
Two years as president of the VHGA,
three years as TAHGA/HGFA coordinator,
three years as DOT/TA/DOA coordinator
for the VHGA. Safety officer.
HGFA priorities:
(as I see them)
i) Safety. (You only need to have one
success to make it
worthwhile)
ii) Skysailor.
iii) Promotion of hang gliding.
iv) The continuation of the existing
and committed activities of the
HGFA.

May we introduce ourselves;

HGFA PRESIDENT

CRAIG AITKEN

Photo Ed.
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HGFA SECRETARY

HGFA TREASURER

tlESLEY HILL

ROBERT OWENS

Hi ! I ' m Wesley Hill, the new Secretary of the
H. G. F. A. I started Hang Gliding back in
December 1975, and have been flying regularly
ever since (except for the year after I broke my
leg). I cam equal 1st in the 1980 Victorian
Championships and represented Australia at the
1981 World Comps . I ' m a Hang 5 and really
enjoy thermalling, never missing an opportunity
to go cross country. My best flight to date is
65 kms. from Mt . Buffalo to Tallangatta, a flight
which took 5 hours .

I'm aged 35, married with 2 children.
I have been flying for 1 year and have reached hang
1. I fly mainly on the Mornington Peninsular and
Philip Island. I am currently employed, as a Systems
Programmer, by I.B.M.

SKYSAILOR EDITOR

PETER LI SSENBURG

On the Administrative side, I ' ve been on the
V.H . G.A. committee for several years . Before that,
I was involved with the Melbourne University Hang
Gliding Society.

(Herein known as Ed .)
Well that leaves me . What do I look like? Well
I would not want to disappoint anyone, so I ' ll
remain anonymous, except to say I'm the small
bloke who now flies the Channel 10 Mega II
which is rather curious, because I work for the
A.B.C . !
I started flying in 1974 at 18. My hours of air
time are rather low considering 8 years flying,
but this (I like to think) is due to only
having a log book for 3 years (but I doub tit) .
I'm a H4 , a Safety Office and have been involved
in the Victorian H. G.A. in various ways for a
numbe r of years . The most relevan t job I' ve done
was " Fl ypaper". I enjoyed i t for t he time I did
it , and so once again I may sign my name as " Ed".
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Tne kind of flying I like is chermalling (I like
it, but haven't done much) and hopefully crossccuntry. I ~ind scratching in either light ridge
or thermal lift great fun, strong winds I don't
like much at all - I'm not that "go for it" .

ARE YOU GETTING YOUR SKYSAILOR???
The magazine comes out very regularly each
month at about the middle of the month. If
you don't get yours, let us know right away.

I'm married, as of last December and my lovely
lady, Maria, is a student at Monash University.
Other interests include christianity, computers
(small ones) and self-sufficiency, particularly
building alternatives.

Our policy is that if the post office returns
your copy to us (because you moved or someone
sent it back, etc.), we strike you off of the
mailing list until we hear from you with a
new address. This way we save the postage
and the waste of sending them out and having
them returned for months. But it also means
that the sooner that you tell us about your
change of address the sooner you'll get the
magazine again. Don't wait for us to find
out your new address by telepathy and then
complain that you didn't get your magazine
for six months like several pilots did
recently.

Dreams: buy me a cider sometime and I'll bend your
ear for an h our or more.
Thats about me.
S'afe flying,
Peter Lissenberg
Well thats uS,we hope to keep things
going on the administrative side,doing what
we can to improve,the s ystem as well as the
sport, where there is need.

I think the turn-around time for Skysailor is a
bit excessive and I will try to improve it, but
at the moment it does not seem possible.

SKYSAILOR

The next item could be titled something like,

I am beginning to wonder why the sigh of relief
from the retiring Skysailor crew was not audible
down here in Melbourne. I'm finding the task
quite a large one. Well, the first, however
small, is now over. I hope the next one will be
back to what members have to come to, and should
expect.

Note To Advertisers
Due to rising cost etc. etc., we are having to
increase the charges for advertisements in
Skysailor from the July issue.

Some notes to explain the running of Skysailor.

"Grumble, grumble, groan grumble" - well they
haven't gone up in three years, so it ain't
too bad.

Deadlines and Skysailor Time Table
The deadline for all items and articles is the
first of the month.

Here are the new rates applicable 1st July:
Market Place
Quarter Page
Half Page
Full Page
Back Cover
(Two colour)

The artwork goes to the printer at the end of the
first week of the month. At that stage it is
absolutely too late for anything more to go in.
Only small and urgent things can be accepted
in the few days between the deadline and going
to the printers. This is because of the typesetting which must be done. The magazine then
usually takes a week at the printers and a day or
two at the mail handler, and up to a week or more
in the mail! That is a total of around three
weeks. So a

Free (a huge increase)
$20
$30
$50
$70

The additional charges for lay-up and artwork
still apply.
Skysailor will also provide space in its pages
for the printing of glider test results. Now
this may sound like a great lump of free
advertising for those who can provide such
details, but it must be a complete test report
including test procedures, results - good and
bad, and assessment of such results. Straight
out adds. will be billed as per above.

Note to Organizers
of fly-ins and meetings etc. If an event happens
in a particular month, make sure the notice
reaches the Editor in the first week of the
previous month at the lates t.
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Hullo from NSW via Melbourne! This is the first
issue of Skysailor from Victoria and we hope the
magazine goes from strength to strength with its
new editors.
We will be trying to round up articles from NSW on
a regular basis, so if anyone is moved to 'write',
please contact me - (02) 399-8672. Photographs
will be most welcome, preferably B & W negatives,
so keep those cards and letters coming in folks!
Ian Jarman, our illustrious Safety Co-ordinator
has expressed concern at a paucity of accident
reports on his desk. This situation may be
occurring through two main causes:
1.

2.

INTERCLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS
I take much pleasure in announcing an Interclub
competition to be held at Singleton on 12-13-14
June Long Weekend. The main tasks will be chosen
on the day by the organisers. The Entry Fee
is $2.00 and can be paid prior to, or on the day
of the 12th. We ask that a club representative
could send US the numbers of pilots competing and
accommodation sought after by their members
during the competition.

No acciden ts, or ....
No accident reports being filed.

A couple of sprained, bruised, and or broken
appendages have been reported verbally and some
more serious injuries have been made mention of.
Please remember that in compiling information on
such events, we can move to remedy faults or
ignorance if that is warranted, and also provide
embarrassing publicity of the really 'interesting'
and bizzare accidents for our more morbid
readers. So keep those accident reports coming
in folks . - you can reach Ian on (02) 698-8584 or
write to him at Cloudbase in Surrey Hills.

These details or any enquiries can be f o rwarded
to Mr Dennis Cummings of 10/82 Blaxland Ave,
Singleton Heights (ph . 723801), or Mr Graham
Pukallus, c/- 38 Squadron, RAAF Base, Richmond.
As this competition is very unique in that there
has never been any thing like thi s organis e d
before, we believe that this compo will be an
outstanding succes s . We a re l ooking forward to
seeing a combined effort by a ll th e loca l and
not so local clubs, such as th e Stanwell,
Newcastle, Nobb y Area, By ron Bay , Pacific Palms
and the Canberra clubs, a lso any other c l ub, n o
matter how small, is welcome to compete.

The State Championships begin in mid June - about
the time of publication of this issue . Singlet on
is the venue for the first round and we s hould
have information and fe edback on th a t e vent for
the next issue.
Thats about all the news for now - s ee you next
month,

Every one is to be a financial member of H. G.F.A.
and be at least a Senior Han g 3 rating to
compe t e . A driver and CB communi cation i s a lso
required to s ave time and unne ce ssary hassle s for
th e o r ganisers . The first brie f i ng will take
place at Dennis Cummin g's place at 9.00 am. on
12th June.

Ray.

NEED A RATING:
CONTACT NSWHGA SAFETY AND
TRAINING OFFICER:

We will be looking forward to hearing from you
and seeing you all on the day.

Ian Jarman on (02) 698 8584.

Graham Pukullus
Sec. N.S.W.H.G.A.

Ian will give you the names and telephone
numbers of the neares t Safety Offi cers.

6

~.JJ

Pt* .IIG.; (J/JJJwJ

~.

C/O SIG1UHll Pork p.., Qjfk. 2509

STANWELL REPORT
Since competitions for logos, articles and other
trivia are the trend of the moment, far be it for
us to stay off the bandwagon. But the fact is
that we are running out of our letterheads. The
existing logo on our letterheads has fallen into
disfavour, so we are looking for a new one.
What we would like to have is a logo which
somehow or other incorporates the historic
aspects of Stanwell Park, namely through Lawrence
Hargrave and his pioneering aeronautical
experiments. The main reason for this is that
these days, heritage is like motherhood and no one
can knock it without appearing a bit unusual. As
hang gliding in this area is subject to a certain
amount of political pressure from time to time, a
logo which connects us with that undoubted
heritage could be quite valuable. I'm not saying
that all entries must be covered with box kites,
but if anyone's creative genius can incorporate
the conne c tion with Hargrave, then preference
will be given to it - subject of course tq
decision of the Club meeting.
The Club is prepared to offer a prize of $50 for
the successful entry. This will be decided at
the September meeting of the Club, in the usual
democratic way. So please have your entries
sent to 19 Stanwell Avenue, Stanwell Park, well
before then. Naturally, all entrants will have
to be financial members of the Club, so if you
don't happen to be a member, send along your $5
membership for new members or $3 if you for got
to renew.

They're back in stOCK /I
DENNIS PAGEN BOOKS

* Hang Gliding and Flying Skills
* Flying Conditions: Micrometeorology

There has re cen tly been formed a group called "The
Australia Games Foundation which hopes to put on
a show called the Australia Games around December
to February, 1984. As it happens this is around
the time when we are planning the second
Lawrence Hargrave International. They have asked
the H.G.F.A. to put in a submission to include
hang gliding in the games. That is in process
of being done. As the Foundation seems to have
the support of both State and Federal Governments
and of private industry, inclusion in the games
could provide quite a substantial source of
sponsorship. We shall keep you informed of any
developments.

for Pi lots
* Hang Gliding for Advanced Pilots
NOW AVAILABLE!
$7.00 each or 3 books for $20.00
Send your money to:
The Secretary
NSWHGA
PO Box 121
SUTHERLAND NSW 2232

Keiran Tapsell

BE EARLY AVOID THE RUSH!
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EDITORIAL
As everyone who flys a hang glider in Australia
is painfully aware, we are still operating under
the antiquated ANO that was formulated when glad
wrap and bamboo were all the rage. The much
discussed rewrite of this discriminatory and
irresponsible document is still somewhere in the
pipeline, as it has been for some years now.
From my point of view, it is quite unders tand able
that flyers might be asking why this process has
been so tortured.
In its s trictest sense, this is a rhetorical
question since most flyers know of the extensive
e fforts the H.G.F.A. executive have made to satisfy
DOS's methodical apprehensions.

The overwhelming question that this letter poses
to me is why in such VMC conditions, anyone
user of the air should have the right to fly while
another should be denied that right? Why is
powered flight favoured?
(I don't think it is necess a ry to list here the
one hundred and one logical reasons why hang
gliders should have something approaching equal
entitlement) .
The ANO rewrite will of course go a fair way to
putting some sense into th e situation. When
sensible operat ional limitations are conceeded i t
will not only be more dif fic ult to venture
outside these limits, but the responsibility of
their maintenance will b e given a reasonable b asis
upon which to work.

As a biased witness to this interminable 'tan go ',

I have come to the conclusion that DOT is just
too scared to open its eyes and admit that han g
gliders do fly, and are consequently entitled to
at least the rights and privileges of other VMC
users of the airspace.

So, if that covers the why and how, what about the
when ? For myself, I am numbered amongst the
'angry people' who are getting pretty fed up with
waiting.

I am aware of no other conntry that places such
absurd restrictions on hang gliders as we must
observe in Australia. At the same time, I am aware
that a wide range of experience is denied to
flyers in Australia under the existing ANO . Our
successful competition pilots can only legally
achieve this experience overseas.

I would like t o once again state that this is a
totally biased editorial and invite anyone who
holds a view to have that view published in this
magazine. This invitation is particularly extended
to members of the H.G.F.A. executive and anyone
who cares to reply from DOT.

The irrationability of this si tuation is obvious .
It is experienced every time we fly and perceive
arbitrary and illogical restrictions. This
irrationability is thus open ot challenge as the
following letter outlines ....... .
Department of Aviation

I hope to be able to publish in the i s sues to come,
conflicting views. But more importantly, I hope
to be able to read that the whole issue has been
resolved by the gazetting of a revised ANO.
Ray Firth
(SEE FRONT COVER FOR HGFA COMMENT
ED.

The President
NSWHGA
PO Box 121
Sutherland NSW

help save

UNAUTHORISED HANG GLIDER OPERATIONS - SYDNEY
CONTROL ZONE

Stanwell Beach

Dear Sir
20 Mar this year an aircraft which had been cleared
on the coastal track from Palm Beach to the Harbour
Bridge at 1500', reported an orange hang glider
operating in the Manly area. It appeared to have
departed from the vicinity of Dobroyed Head, and was
at that time estimated a t between 800-1000'. Some
five minutes later the same aircraft, returning
along the coast, reported that the orange glider was
on descent and that another, coloured white, was
airborne.
On

Un-authorised activities of this kind clearly have
the potential for catastrophic conflict, and if
nothing else, can only erode the professional stature
that the sport' is trying to establish within the
aviation comunity.

If you have a dated photograph, slide ?r
negative of this view between 1880 - 1980, lt
contains important information on erosion of
Stanwell Park Beach . We need your photographs
to predict and prevent future erosion.
If you can help, mail any photographic material, noting the year in which the photograph
was taken, to:
Ted Bryant (Ph.282-486)
Dept. Geography,
University of Wollongong,
P.0. Box 1144,
WOLLONGONG, 2500.

Yours sincerely,
(D HAllen)
for Director.

All materials will be returned.
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DELUXE COCOON
HARNESS

PARACHUTES AUSTRALIArn:
68 WENTWORTH AVE., SYDNEY 2010
Tel. (02) 211·5555

ITEM NUMBER U9

$225.00

(WITH RECESSED PARACHUTE CONTAINER)

o

SMALL 5' 2"

o MEDIUM

- 5' 5"

[] DEPLOYMENT BAG,

ITEM U13

[] BACK-UP CHUTE CANOPY,
[] PACK &ASSEMBLE

5' 6"

- 5' 9"

DLARGE 5' 10"

- 6' 2"

$15.00

ITEM P5

$296.00

$12.00

OUTSI DE COLOUR (CORDURA) ......... . .............. .. . .
INSIDE COLOUR (NYLON DUCK) ................... . ... . .
COLOURS AVAI LABLE

STRIPE (1) .................. .. (2) ................ . .

INSIDE

Con:IUJ1:2

of"

OUTSIDE

NYLON DUCK

CORDURA

RED

RED

YELLOW

YELLOW

GREEN

LIME GREEN

BLUE

DARK GREEN

SKY BLUE

ICE BLUE

WHITE

MID BLUE

SILVER

NAVY BLUE

BROWN

RUST

BLACK

SAND

TAN

BROWN

ORANGE

BLAC K
ORANGE

NAME: .. . ... ... ... ... ... .. ......... . . .......

DATE : . . . . . . .... . ........ . ..... . ... . .... . .

ADDRESS: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

CUSTOMER O/ NO : .... .. . ... . ....... ... . . ... .
DESPATCH By : ........... . . .. . . . .. ........ .

PHONE: . . .. ... . .. .... . ....... . ....... . ......

RECEIVED: . . $ . . . .. ... . .. . . . ............. . .
RECEIPT NO.: ............................ .
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VHGA CONTACT SHEET

V.H.G.A.

General correspondence:

ITJ_wa
~
NOMINATIONS FOR THE

1982

Training enquiries:

l'fEWS

P.O. Box 400
Prahran, Vic 3181

Southern School of Hano
Gliding 03-44-5557 -

Offi ce bearers:
President-Dave Harding--03-699-6128
Secretary-Gavin Hill--03-277-7942
Treasurer-Fred Butcher-03-561-6561
HGFA Coordinator--Craig Aitken-03-429-3001
Competition Director-Hesley Hill--03-277-7942
Safety Director-John Reynoldson--03-609-3051
Training Director-Rod Steele--03-44-5557 (BH)
Editor-Paul Tanner-03-25-8148

COMMITTEE

Nominations are invited for positions on the
V.H.G.A. Committee, which is to be elected at the
Annual General Meeting in August. This is your
big opportunity to do something for your sport,
so contact Gavin Hill on 277-7942 and let him know
you're interested.

Victorian Safety Officers
AITKEN, Craig
Melbourne
BELFORD, Doug
Melbourne
GANE, Brian
Geelong
GRIFFITH, Glibert
Bright
HARDING, Dave
Melbourne
HILL, Wesley
Melbourne
KILPATRICK, Len
Geelong
LISSENBURG, Peter
Melbourne
McCARTHY, John
Melbourne
O'CONNOR, Paul
Geelong
O'NEIL, Ian
Melbourne
REYNOLDSON, John
Melbourne
STEELE, Rod
Melbourne
TANNER, Paul
Melbourne
VAN DER KLOOSTER, Rob Geelong

DENNIS PAGEN BOOKS
The V.H.G.A. now has available Dennis Pagen Books:
Hang Gliding and Flying Skills; Flying
Conditions: Micrometeorology for Pilots; and
Hang Gliding for Advanced Pilots. They are $7.00
each or the set of 3 for $20.00. You can buy
them from Rod Steele (Southern School of Hang
Gliding) or send your money to:
VHGA
PO Box 400
Prahran
3181

429 3001
49 3380
(052) 61 2123
699 6128
277 7924
(052) 55 2718
725 5625
51 7301
(052) 75 1020
89 4163
690 3051
44 5557 BH
25 8148

SOUTHERN HANG GLIDING CLUB
The Toilet Seat Award went to Peter Wright this
month. When he was asked what he did to deserve
it, he said, "I don't know". As there were no
other nominations, he won it anyway. It was
later revealed that he was nominated for his first
thermal flight, which, after months of anguish
over his lack of success, and numerous attempts
to thermal, he finally achieved earlier in the
month.

S.H.G.C.

Well, I'm off flying, so thats all for now.

HGFA MONEY IS STILL AVAILABLE FOR THOSE OF

MEETS AT BELLS HOTEL
. iMORAY ST, SOUTH MELBOURNE, :
<:".":.FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTHi

YOU WISHING TO UNDERTAKE A ST JOHN'S
AMBULANCE FIRST AID COURSE.

JUST DO THE

COURSE AND SEND YOUR RECEIPT TO:
THE SECRETARY
HGFA

Interested in First Aid?
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PLAINSMAN
Now that you have plenty of soaring experience behind you and you are staying up for 30
minutes or more, you feel it's time you converted
to prone.
Familiarisation of your hang glider is
absolute, including how it stalls.
Having bought your prone harness, get an exDon't
perienced prone pilot to help you adjust it.
be in a hurry to fly with your new harness, just
yet - Hang about!
Find a suitable hang point,
from the rafters in the garage or a piece of wood
across the loft hatch.
Have something solid to
hold onto at the position the control bar would be,
so that you can practice pitch and roll movements.
Every chance you get, hang in your new harness
and practise all the manoeuvres.
When you are satisfied you can get the stirrup every time, without looking for it (which may
take weeks of practise), then for your first flight
prone, obtain the assistance of an experienced prone
pilot (the club safety officer is there for just
this purpose).
Choose a perfect day (soarable),
on a site you know well.
Fly seated a few times to check conditions.
IF IN DOUBT - CHICKEN-OUT, and be able to fly
another day.
On the first prone flight stay in
the crouched (ape) position until you are well
clear of the hi ll. , Find the stirrup before moving into the prone position.
Then pull on more
speed than you think you need.
THINK SPEED ALL
THE TIME.

PLAINSMAN INSTRUMENT SYSTEM

* Solid-state altimeter, with large
liquid crystal display.

* High quality variometer with 240 0
movement.

* Most advanced audio system - the
full tone range output transmits
more useful information than any
comparable system. Includes sink
alarm.

* Integrated, rechargeable power
supply.

Charger included.

* Digital clock/stopwatch provided.

* Currently in use by top competition
pilots.

* Price still only $485.

Avtronics,
Bruce Tuncks (085) 22 4210
PO Box 656, Gawler West 5118.

Marsha Leeman & Steve Conley Back
to flying after years of HGFA work.
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Photo Ed.

Queensland News

NOBBY NOTES
Good news, the Nobby road is showing different
signs of improvement. Yes, the Working Bee took
place as planned and it was a great success. The
majority of members turned up for the day and all
put in a full day's work.

Part of the road gang take a rare break
to pose for the picture.
hill to the required areas. And of course,
thanks to all the members who toiled fo r up to 6
hours on the road as perfect CU's drifted
overhead . The sea breeze carne in i n the afternoon
and most of those who were present had a fly, but
for some strange reason, no-one flew for longer
than 30 minutes. Maybe, Hank Van Raalte, the
Road Gang Supervisor worked us too hard. Anyway
we got what we wanted done, DONE. And although
the road isn't perfect, it is a lot better than
it was.
Another Working Bee is to be organized to try and
smooth out the other sections of the road.

Skysai/or Competition
How you can become famous
OR
How you can enter a hang gliding competition
without being a HANG 5.

Laying pipes at the NOBBY working bee.

REMEMBER YOUR ARTICLE AND/OR FRONT COVER FOR
THIS MAGAZINE MAY QUALIFY FOR $100 PRIZE MONEY.

The first section of the road was finished
according to plan and it is a 100% improvement to
what it was like before. Thanks go to Mr Ramsay,
the landowner, for the use of his bulldozer, and
to his sons for driving it. Without them, the
Working Bee would have been nowhere as near as
successf ul.

Prizes will be presented in January, each year,
for the previous twelve (12) months.
BEST ARTICLE (of at least 1,000 words - approx
one (1) page of SKYSAILOR): $100 prize,
awarded by Laurie Linneweber.

As well as repairing this first section of road,
we were also able to lay drainage pipes under
the road at various trouble spots . This, we hope,
will ease the problem of the road becoming
impassable once it is wet and also the erosion
ca used by the water runnin g down the road. Thanks
go to Col Hooker who supplied us with the steel
pipes and to our Club President, Ted McAllan who
was able to get a truck for the day to ge t the
pipes out to the Nobby and then take them up the

BEST (READY TO PRINT) FRONT COVER:
awarded by HGFA.

$100 prize,

For further details contact the Editor or see
March and April 1982 editions of SKYSAILOR.
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more Nobby news
On th e 16th May N.A.S.S. A. held its 3rd club
compet ition at th e Nobby . The cond itions were
similar to th e 1st day of compe tition with a
st r ong SE wind blowing all day.
The pylon task was run in the morning and it was
made very difficult due to the strong headwind .
Dave Stevens and myself both hit heavy sink soon
after headin g out from the hill. This plus the
headwind caused US to lose so much height, that
we couldn't attempt any pylons and as it was, we
bo t h just scraped into the landing area for
minimum points. Others weren 't that lucky and
failed to make the landing area and got a zero
for the t aks.

1st

Ted McAllen

EF5

2nd

Jerry Furnell
Hank Van Raalte

Mega 2
Swift 190

4th

Bernie Panitz

Meteor 190 -

5th

Col Hooker

Swift 170

6th

Scott Tucker

Meteor 170

7th

Les McCrystal

Mega 2

8th

Dave Stevens

Shark

9

Marie Roos

Ranger

Bernie Pani tz showed us how to do it early in the
round when he gained height over py lon 1 and made
it out to the 2nd pylon, before returning to the
field.

The remaining pilots failed to score points on
the day .

Jerry Furnell flew well too, he gained con siderable
height just out in front of th e hill. With this
height he managed to reach t he first 2 pylons and
then to finish it off, he landed in the circle
for an extra 10 points. Jerry was leading at this
stage.

Time is nearly up for submitting entries in the
N.A .S .S .A. T-shir t competition. The May meeting
will be the last day entries will be accepted.
So hopefully by the time the n ext Nobby notes
are out, we will have a brand new, bright, eyecatch ing design.

The heros of the pylon round though, were Ted
McAllen and Hank Van Raalte. They both were able
to max. the pylon course, a very good performance
of both pilot's parts when you realise the
difficulty of the task due to the weather
conditions present. Ted was able to edge out
Hank with a landing in the circle, this put Ted
in th e lead with a comfortable 50 points to his
credit after Round 1.

The Club meets once a month on the last Monday of
each month at the Royal Mail Hotel, Goodna.

In the af t ernoon the wind decre ased slightly and
the XC task was run, with a duration task for the
Hang 2' s.
The cross country task was more successful this
time than in the previous 2 competitions, with 4
pilots making it over the back.
The pilots who did XC flights were Col Hooker,
Dave Stevens (5 klms) , they both landed at the
Trampas Pub. Jerry Furnell (5 kIm) he landed near
the town of Lowood, and Scott Tucker (13 klms)
just short of Atkinson ' s Dam . The pilots were
awarded a point for every kilometer flown.
The star in the Hang 2 duration task was Marie
Roos, our only femal flier in the Club (and the
first woman t o soar the Nobby). Unable to
compete iri the morning round, along with other
Han g 2's due to the wind conditions, Marie flew
extremely well in the afternoon round and earned
15 points for her 45 minute flight.
Out of the 14 members who competed, 9 of them
gained points, the placings at the end of the day
were:

Scott Tucker
Secretary

beginner
novice
advanced
tuition
gliders
harnesses
helmets
parachutes
instruments
carabiners
hang loops
kite bags
flight suits
pagen books
magazines
posters
back packs
499 crown st.,
surry hills 2010
tel.(02)6988584

ACT
Bang gliding
Association
PIG HILL

ACTHGA COMMITTEE

Now that the efforts of the ACTHGA Committee
have finally gained concessions from Transport
Australia for our sites inside controlled airspace,
we can once again settle back and enjoy flying. One
of the sites covered by our submission to DOT, Pig
Hill, seems to be developing into our best site for
ridge .and thermal soaring. Tim has managed 25km
from Pig Hill and Steve Moyes did some amazing
CLOSE-UP photography of one of the local wedge tails
during a recent visit ( see a previous SkySailor ).

Jeff Cotter
Brett Freebody
Tim Webb
John Hayman
Des Blackwell

Pig Hill is just within range of the sea
breeze fronts which regularly penetrate inland
during spring and summer afternoons. Our last
flight at Pig Hill in a sea breeze gave us an hour
up in beautifully bouyant evening air (about 8mph
on top, calm in the landing area). While Tim, Bret
and yours truly hung around (excuse the pun) at
300' above, Peter Cursley, with the aid of Selley's
Lifting Compound (and a brand new Meteor 190), got
to about 600' above. While these conditions allow
excellent soaring for experienced pilots, the easy
take off and the enormous landing areas (in which
you could lose 20 or 30 football fields) make Pig
Hill an excellent site for Hang Two's to gain
experience in light conditions. There are also a
couple of Hang One slopes at the bottom.
Better yet, as
Transport Australia
operate up to 4,000
issued) at Pig Hill
of course).

President
Secretary/Treasurer(062)957434
HGFA rep.
(062)365123
(062)316292
Public Officer
(062)416042

HANG GLIDING SEMINARS·
Now that the hassles over our sites are out of
the way, we will be changing the format of our
monthly meetings to cater for the growing number of
new flyers in the Association. At future meetings
we will be running a series of seminars on various
topics covering the fundamentals of hang gliding,
from take offs and landings up to stalls and
parachute deployments. Even though aimed at the
less experienced pilots, the process of thinking
about and analyzing these subjects should be of
benefit to all flyers. We will be showing films
where possible and maybe even demonstrating stall
characteristics with the amazing Tim Webb fully
aerobatic paper Meteor 170 (thats millimeters)!

a result of our submission,
has granted us clearance to
feet (a NOTAM has already been
(outsine of the control zone,

The seminars will be held at the usual place:
Royal Rugby Union Club in Weston at 7.30pm on the
first Thursday in each month. Try and make it along
and participate.

Anyone wishihg to fly at Pig Hill should ring
the Webbs on 365123 before entering the property.

SAFETY OFFICERS
The committee has received a rating form from
one of the newer flyers who had been given the oral
examination by Max Stoneham in the capacity of
Safety Officer. Max Stoneham is not currently, nor
has he ever been, an ACTHGA Safety Officer.
Accordingly, he does not have the authority to
conduct rating oral examinations. Anyone whose
rating exam has been signed off by Max therefore
does not hold a valid rating. Anyone in this
should contact Tim Webb (365123) immediately and
arrange for a retest or see Tim at the next
meeting.

NEW FLYERS
Leigh and Barry have both made their first
high flights at Williamsdale and have both logged
quite a few flights at this site in the last
month or two. Leigh even managed his first height
gain in a thermal. Both Leigh and Barry have worked
hard on their take offs and are doing no wind
launches better than some experienced pilots
(there's a lesson there somewhere - if your take
offs have got a bit sloppy, try spending a morning
'.~ :J? on the training slope in no wind!).
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LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR
MEMBERSHIP QUERIES
Due to the mail strike and lost mail, we are still
receiving a number of queries relating to nonreceipt of Skysailor.
We are in the process of mailing the March issue
to all those who have not received it. Unfortunately, the February issue is no longer available.
We apologise to those who missed out, but cannot
reproduce the small quantity required.
If you still have outstanding membership queries
relating to Renewals mailed to us up to the end of
February, please contact the Administrator
immediately. Our records show that the queries
we are aware of, have been resolved, but there could
be renewals that have not arrived and we are
unaware of their existance.

I'm just about to leave Mt. Isa and would
suggest you tell anyone coming up this way to
forget it. The flying is S ... house! In the 12
months prior to arriving in Mt. Isa, I racked up
over 110 hours flying (even more I forget to log).
Been here 11 months - and my total is NIL!

Richard Dakers
Administrator

There is a bit of towing at times. However, the
person involved in it was, in my opinion, not very
safe and is unfortunately, now dead.
Anyway, bye for now.
Jeff Shearin
PO Box 71
BURLEIGH HEADS 4220

THE BLONDICUS HEATHERICUS BIRD
Dear Editor
I recently had the pleasure of visiting the
"Nobby Cl~b" during one of their competitions,
and that lS where I came across this "Rare Bird".

Dear Editor
Many people have criticised me for my article on
wind direction. I must say that you have
attacked my credibility and not the evidence. I
want to quote a few words from a book called
"Dianetics" by L. Ron Hubbard.

It did not take long to realise that this bird was
collecting entry fees, allocating take-off
positions, urging flyers into take-off order
doing. all the points scoring, as well as ans~ering
questlons from visitors, spectators, a reporter
and myself. Not one of her decisions was
questioned, including the re-allocation of Ted and
Hank to the end of the field to help the others
off.in the strong winds. This obviously blew
thelr changes of aX Country in the second round
but when I mentioned this, I was told by Ted tha~
"Safety" not "Winning" came first in their club.

"Recourse to nature rather than recourse to
authority is the very building block of modern
science. Advance comes from asking free-minded
questions of nature, not from quoting the works
and thinking the thoughts of by-gone years.
Recourse to precedent is an assertion that
yesterday's mentors were better informed than
today's".

Now getting back to this "Blondicus Heathericus
Bird". I had of course checked by now on
attachmen ts, wedding rings, etc. (yes, she was
,wearing one) so, hiding my disappointment I asked
a fl~er to whom this bird belonged. Stretching
to hlS full height and flexing his muscles his
reply was "She belongs to us Sport, so don', t
get any ideas". My next t 'h ought was that maybe
I could kidnap this bird and hold her for ransome
to the Club that made the highest bid but I
don't think I would have got off the ~ountain
alive.

C.P. Skeates
1/6 Bootl St
Qbn. NSW 2620

Every Club Should Have One.
Sgnd. "Potential Birdnapper"
(cont. on page 18)
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Bob Russ e ll-Brown

THE RUSSELL RIDGE EFFECT
or
or

HGAWA

Today is t he day ! No more 30 second f li ght s - I
am going to soar t ha t ri dge o r b us t! My ~i re
man ca lls "Al l cl e a r t o go". I t ake t en dee p
breaths and try t o igno r e my poundin g hear t and
s h aky kne e s. Wi t h th ree q ui ck s t eps , the gr ound
dr ops away and I am ai rb orne, climb ing s l ight ly
f r om th e take- off hi ll. I bar in 34mm an d th e r e
I am, movin g fo rw a rd i nt o the 15 - 18 kno t sea
breeze , t he e nd h ill of the ridge coming abeam of
me .

The appointed Executive Committee for 1982/8 3
of the Hang Gliders Association of Wester n
Australia (Inc) is as follows:
PETER HOWLETT

PRESIDENT
21 Dunbarton Crescent,
Mt. Lawl ey .
Telephone: 272 1657

BOB RUSSELL- BROWN

VICE PRES IDENT
5/23 Vill i ers St.,
Mt. Yo kine.
Telephone : 344 2431

Stati n g The Ob vious
Le arn i n g t o Soar

Lickin g my dr y lips in an ti cipat ion/fear I b ar left
a li ttl e and casually drif t over , l i ke an eagle,
to the f r on t of t he hill. As I s t r aigh t en up
in t o t he wind, t he lift slams my gli der
( Scorpion 170) and I rocket up , t wo met r es high er.
"This is wild; t h is is what I have waited so
long for" , exhi l arat es my poor scared bain; "No
mo r e sled rides to the beach" , sing the wires.
Sudden l y I am over wa ter, heading towards Af r ica .
"Help!" screams my poor terri f ied brain . "Do
s ome t hing! " sing t he wires .

HELEN TURNER

SECRETARY
107 Lissadell Street,
Floreat Park.
Telephone : 387 5118

RAY CHATFIELD

TREASURER
4 Arcadia Place,
Shoalwater.
Telephone: 095 272682

skysooring industries
PO Box 103, Thirroul 2515

LINDSAY HALL

SAFETY COORDINATOR
TRAINING COORDINATOR
HGFA REPRESENTATIVE
29 Gt. Eastern Highway,
Sth. Guildford.
Telephone: 277 9841

VIV SCOTFORD

LIBRARIAN
87 Welwyn Avenue,
Salters Point.

VAR IOMETERS
Hummingb i rd VE-10 . .... . . . . . . .... .. . $214
Ball 620H , small audio vario . ... .. . $300
Ball 631, audio vario &digital
altimete r in padded
car ry bag .. .. .. . ... . . . . . . $510
Harranty and Service included.

STEVE EDWARDS

I turn - t oo lat e - ge t my fee t wet ( up t o th e
hi ps) and the gli de r ge t s a dunking ... . . .

K~JIK

AL TIMETERS
Thommen 2000-26 . . . .. . . ..... . .. . . . . . $132
Wrist strap .. . . . ... . . . ... . .. .. .. . .. $8

EDITOR
3 Fry Street,
Mt. Pl easant.
Telephone: 364 4203

GREG MALONEY

COMPETITIONS ORGANISER
41 Clydesdale Street,
Como.
Telephone: 450 3596

RUSSELL HOUSE

31 Princess Road,
Doubleview.
Telephone: 446 1303

MIKE FARREN

80 Ypres Road,
Kelmscott.
Telephone: 390 7948

CLAMPS . . .. ...... . ... .... .. . ... . . . . . $24

~IIND

METERS
Hall wind meters with brackets . . .. . $35

PARACHUTES
Prolite pulled - Apex chutes
by Advanced Air Sports
Fastest opening, most efficient,
super compact . Weighs 3 ~ lbs . .... . $355
Deployment bag . ... .... ..... . .. .. ... $15
Container bag .. . .. . .. . ... .. . . . . .. . . $20
COCOON HARNESSES
Advan ced Air Sports . .. ... . .. . . from $220

phone SIeve Kennard (042)

611194
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20m 10 m

5m
g lid er la ndi ng
al t i d ude 3m
15 knots

It's a week later; my glider has had its breakdown wash (a sod of a job) and I have been
admonished, warned , lectured t o and r etaugh t. (An
embarras s in g situation for a would-be ea gle).
glide r soaring
in front of t he
ridge
altitude

Haitin g to take off , I take 30 deep breaths to
calm mv nerves (almost pass in g out with hyperoxia)
IVhile 1 ~-",riew my flight plan: same b eginning as
before, but t"l i s time CRAB a long the r i dge.
My ,,,ire man commits me--;;-the void (all 15 metres
of it) and within seconds I am at my decision
po int. Th is time I don't head into the wind, I
poin t th e n os epl a t e a little along th e beach and
there I am, so aring th e rid ge like an albatross 0
well for 0'1 p ass anyway. My f irs t 180 turn and
the be ach r eaches up t o grab me . (Hell at leas t
I am dry ..... ) .

20 knots

And so it goes; every time I try the ridge, I fly
forward out of the lift band, until on one flight,
the penny drops. And so the RUS SELL RIDGE

EFFECT ,
25 knots

soaring
"top of the stack"
All g liders will hav e aproximately th e same
velocity along the ridge.

Well it's obvious isn't it .... well, obvious to
yo u Hang 4 " Gods". The higher above the rid ge
one f l ies, the more one points into the wind,
which is where I was in error. You see, Hang 4
"Gods" spend only seconds jus t ab ove the ridge,
before rocketing to stratospheric hei gh t, where
their velocity "into the wind" equals the
horizontal component of that wind, and so they
point out to sea without heading for Africa.

25 knots

horizontal wind
velocity before
ridge

Of course the snotty nosed Hang l's who fly just
in front of the ridge, have to crab at a large
angle so that their velocity "into the wind"
equals the horizontal component at that altitude.

20 knots

-<

As can be seen in the drawings, the Russell Ridge
Effect also occurs at low altitudes. ie. that
one must point more into the wind during the
landing approach in front of the ridge, in
order to maintain the same crosswind velocity.
It's enough to make a (now soaring) Hang l ' s
head swing/float.

horizontal component
near ridge

There is a secondary ef fect that is more
insidious ..... Havin g successfully chosen the
crabbing angle that moves one along the front of
the ridge, if one holds that angle and gains
height, then you find yourself being blown back
over the ridge, where one can encounter rotor,
dead spots and kite-eating large bushes . . ... but
that's another story . ..... •...

15 knots

ocean
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SKYSAILOR

Dear Friend
We have the pleasure to inform you that the 3rd
Hang Gliding World Open European Championship
will be held in FRANCE, MILLAU (AVEYRON, 12)
between Wednesday, August 25th through Sunday,
September 5th , 1982.

per issue,
including postage

I would like to welcome the participating Nations
and do hope this Championship will popularize the
sport of Hang Gliding, and will provide good
flying for the pilots.

January
February
~1arch

You are kindly requested to fill out the
provisional application form enclosed herewith,
and return it no later than end of March 1982.

April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

After receiving your answer, the finalized
competition rules, tasks, etc ...... will be
dispatched to those who will participate in the
Championship as soon as possible.
Yours sincerely,
Alain Badino
F.A.I. French Delegate
Acting for the Organizing Committee
February 15th, 1982

1980
lots
heaps ~
NONE
a few
a few
heaps ~
lots
NONE
lots
a few
NONE
NONE

1981
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
lots
lots
lots
lots
lots
lots
lots

Plus a few September '75, April '76
Send orders to:

Siege Social
54 bis, Rue de la Buffa
06000 NICE
Ph. (93) 88.62.89

THE ADMINISTRATOR,
14 BALCOMBE ROAD,
MENTONE,3194.

CAN'T KEEP IT UP?
•

BALL VARIOMETERS MAKE A RANGE OF TOP CLASS VARIOMETERS ONE OF
WHICH WILL SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS:
* All prices quoted include the new Federal Government Sales Tax
All prices subject to change without notice.
MODEL 620H - Compact, audio on up only, internal
batteries (not suppl ied) .............................. $278*
MODEL 631 - Super vario/altimeter, audio full
range or up only , digital altimeter,
uses internal batteries (not supplied) ................ $470*
We are the Australian agent for BALL Variometers Inc. and offer
12 months warranty (factory approved backup in Australia) on
all variometers sold.
ALSO AVAILABLE:
Winter Airspeed Indicators, self contained, made for
hang gl iders ....................................................... $121*
Replogle Barographs, light weight, rugged and
reliable, 30,000' range ............................................ $346*
Mechanical variometers ...... Compasses ...... Oxygen
For further information write or call Tom Gilbert

T. & J. Sailplane Services
BOX 324, CAMDEN, N.S. W. 2570
A.H. (046) 57 1288
PHONE (046) 66 7079 -
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1982
a few
NONE
heaps ~

~UIDELINES

FOR FOREIGN HANG GLIDER PILOTS

WISHING TO FLY IN NORWAY
Hang gliding in Norway is regulated by the
Aviation Authorities. To fly hang gliders in
Norway they require that one has proof of having
gone through an approved education for the type of
flying in question.

MARKET PLACE

1.

Have an International rating, which is
based on the FAI/CIVL International Hang
Glider standards of safety and training,
called Safe Pro. The rating may be issued
by a National organisation affiliated to
FAI through their National Aero Clubs.

2.

Have a Pilot Rating Card issued by our
Organisation, the Hang Glider Section of
the Norwegian Aero Club. This may be
achieved either through a full course or
by a conversion to a National rating through
one of our instructors.

,
;

",

ill.
EF6

$800
This glider is a high performance rigid
wing, professionally built, silver
anodised frame, white sail, tri-colour
rudders, comes with kite bag, batten bag,
and rudder bag. An all new rib profile is
fitted which gives a lower sink-rate than
the earlier EF6. This glider is the logical
choice for a pilot presently flying an EF5.
Minimum rating H3.
Phone Craig Aitken (03) 429-3001 (ah)
(03) 617-5678 (bh)

The rating will be issued for 1 year for a
fee of NOK 100.
Pilots that do not meet the requirements above
may participate in organised flying (practice
of competition) lead by an instructor, at his
discretion. Such flying will be looked upon as
a part of the training/check-out for our
ratings.
Stein A. Fossum
Chairman HGS/N
Oslo, February 1982

SWIFT 170
$1,200
Excellent condition, brown
leading edges, gold double
surface, yellow trailing
edge. Never thermalled
over 20,000 feet.
Phone Rob Danaher (03) 749- 5605
Minimum hang rating 3

Ql].

METEOR 190
New airframe 12 months old
Airfrieght to any where in Aust.
Good condition.
$1050
Tony Hanlons
Ph.071- 821848.
Minimum hang rating 3

FilOTa; FOR SkYSAlLOR
Please send negitives, this will save us a
small fortune and will insure we get the
best results possible with the printing process.
Rest assured negitives will be posted back
priority paid., and all care will be taken
in the handling we know the value of negitives.

Richard Dakers, HGFA Admin. and Dennis
at the liGFA convention.
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Whi'"te"-

MCMS DElIA GUDERS P1Y.lJD. 173 Bronte Rd., Wavertey, Sydney, N.SW. 2024, Australia. Tel. 02 3fI1S114.

SPECI FI CATIONS
Area
Span
Nose Angle
Aspect Ratio
Weight
Pilot Weight
Pilot Skill

180 (16 sq m)
34 feet
130°
6.65
75 lbs
140 - 200 lbs
I II

200 (18 . 5 sq m)
35 feet
1300

STANDARD FEATURES

* Enclosed cross bars with safety wire

6.0
80 lbs
140 - 240 lbs
III

*
*
.*
*
*

The Moyes Missile is not yet certified in
accordance with the USHGMA Certi {~ation
Standards.

The Missile has proved it has
It has proved it has a better glid

*
*

Quick set-up nose-catch/tensioner and pip pin
Goated cables with never kinks
Aluminium/fibreglass battens
Breakdown
--...... .. control bar
~ylar leading edge inserts
Breakdown leading edges for shipping and storage
Can set up on the control bar to keep sail clean
at thermal sites or flat on the ground in
windy conditions
Vertical fin
Complete with 2 batten bags and fully zippered
glider ba g.
,

.r sink· rat~ than last year's gliders!
~t

low speed than last year's gliders!

It has proved it has a better glide · t high speed than last year's gliders!
It has proved it has a better turning sink for thermal-ling than last year's gliders!

EVERY YEAR THE GLIDERS GET BETTE
1.

2.
3.

C

.

\'lORLD

UP.

~US1RIA.'··· ~'lSSlLE 200
GILMOUR ....• ~lSSlLE 200
. ..... tvllS S1LE 180

.....

4.

a

by the fin attached
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