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IPARACHUTES I
$295*

*!nclude::; bag & pal-king

THERE ARE NOW 2 PARACHUTES AVAILABLE
FOR $295. WHICH ONE IS BETTER?
THE BULLET CANOPY IS BETTER BECAUSE
•

Made in Sydney by PA, Australia's only Government approved parachute company with
19 years of parachute knowledge.

•

Made from top quality "0" porosity nylon F111 material.

•

"0" porosity F111 material creates a smaller lower bulk canopy, without increasing
descent rate.
.

•

Shaped conical canopy reduces opening time and descent rate.

•

Weighs 31b (1.36 Kg) .

•

Kevlar lines and tape fo r strength and reduced bulk.

•

Published rate of descent'chart calculated to International Aviation Standards.

•

Packed FREE by APF licensed parachute riggers.

•

Packing and maintenance manual supplied.

•

Can be hand deployed or Remotely operated (using Bullet Remote Kit option)

•

Canopies always in stock, no waiting for overseas shipments.

•

Parts always in stock.

•

Repairs guaranteed by the manufacturer.

THE OTHER ONE????
Make the comparison item by item and then
decide.

PARACHUTES HAVE BEEN OUR
BUSINESS FOR 19 YEARS, WE DESIGN
THEM, TEST THEM*, CERTIFY THEM,
MAKE THE'M AND USE THEM.
*PA has certified parachutes to standards
required by
AUSTRALIA
ANO 103.18 FRANCE
MIL SPEC
L.B.A.
DEFENCE DEPT ANO 103.18 GERMANY
USA
TSO C23b
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Kieran Tapsell and Chris South are definitely
not offering themselves for re-election.

H.G.F.A. REPORT (MARCH)
There are several important matters to report on
this month:-

Any N.S. W. member who wants to nominate
for any of the seven positions (but especially
Safety Director and Editor) is quite welcome
to do so. Participation on the Federal Committee can be hard work but is also very
rewarding.
New members should not feel
that just because they are new members
they would not be eligible. The main criteria are enthusiasm and a dedication to the
sport.

1. Annual Convention:
This will be held in Sydney from Friday, May
2nd. to Sunday, May 4th. The convention is
the forum for representatives of each State
Association to meet, discuss and analyse
events during the previous year; and set policy for the coming year or years. It is not
open to the membership generally but any
individuals who wish a particular mat,ter to be
included on the agenda, should contact their
own State Association Committee.
Some
items already listed are the revised Rating
Scheme, Trikes, the World Hang Gliding ComIr
etition and the new A.N.O.

It should also be realised that the positions
of Coaching Co-ordinator, Secretary and
Editor carry some financial remuneration,
currently $6,500 p.a., $1,500 p.a., and $1,200
p.a. respectively.
Any nominations should be directed to the
N.S. W. H.G.A. Committee.

2. H:G.F.A Committee 1986/87
At the Convention, a new Federal , Committee
will be voted in for 1986/87. The Committee
consists of 7 members and pOSitions currently
designated are:President:

Martyn Yeomans

Secretary:

Phil Matheson

Treasurer:

John Coby

Coaching Co-ordinator:

Ian Jarman

Safety Director

Kieran

F AI Co-ordinator:

Denis

"Skysailor" Editor:

Chris South

Tapsell
Cummings

3.

Grants to State Associations and Clubs
At last year's Convention, it was decided
that any member of H.G.F.A. (i.e. the State
Associations), could apply for grants of up to
$2,500 for any worthwhile purpose. So far,
Tasmania, Queensland and Western Australia
have taken advantage of this scheme. This
is a reminder to Clubs (and indeed individuals) that they can apply (through their State
Association) for funds for such things as site
development, safety equipment, etc.
Funds
will not be provided for competitions, employmentof officials or normal "day-to-day"
expenses.

Martyn Yeomans President.
Name: ......•.........................

FOR SALE

Address: ............................ .
...................... . P/code ........ .

H,G,F,A,

Car stickers_ _@ $1.5 0

PRODUCTS
H,G,F,A,
PRODUCTS

I ron-on cloth

Cut out the order form below and re turn
it with cheque or Money Order to:
H.G.F.A
Suite 508,Sports House
157-161 Gloucester Street,
SYDNEY.
NSW
2000

$

$

badges_@ $2.00
Back issues
'Skysailor' @ $1.00

- - -month

year

month

- - -year
$

- - -month- - -year
TOTAL
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N.S.W. STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS NOVEMBER 1985
By Bob Barnes N.S.W. Competitions Officer
Although this is a belated report, those involved
will be familiar with the results and successes of
the 1985 Championships.

Yes, Paul was there complete with computer and
156! hours of programs on floppy disc. My mind
boggled (as it often did that week) every time I
poked my head into the kitchen/cookhouse/competition headquarters/computer room, after climbing
over the giant, 447 litre capacity esky full of
27 . varieties of cold tinnies. The atmosphere was
always one of chilli, ginger, garlic, chicken and
kabob aromas, the pop of ring-pulls amongst the
loud exclamations of excited but weary pilots.
'ONEST ORGANISER

Credible Compo in Woeful Weather:
Despite appalling weather conditions in most of
N.S.W. during this week the Cooplacurripa Ridge
lived up to its reputation of being flyable when
it "aint on anywhere else". The task committee
was still able to set valid tasks within the
Coopla. Valley for six of the eight available
days. These ranged from 30 to 52 kms. pylon
tasks involving some difficult triangles and out
and returns under a variety of conditions.
A
good percentage of the field achieved the goal
on five days with flight times to 195 mins.
Weather conditions ranged from 20 knot crosswinds, to very scratchy with tow-based overcast
to sunny with pumping cuts, to thunderstorms,
and some days a combination of all of these in
one day.
Fantastic Food:
Much of the success of the compo can be attril>uted to the superb catering of Jane Jarman (cook
extraordinaire) under very difficult conditions.
And all for a miniscule $50 for the whole compo
(We love you Jane). All but a hungry few took
advantage of the excesses of "more than you can
eat, third helping, I can't eat anymore" breakfasts, packed lunch and dinners. Beer was trucked in to compliment the cuisine. Eveyone enjoyed
the cameraderie of a flight camp situation, interacting and communicating. There were a few
girls about. Unfortunately the local boys' invitation to the Wingham Y.W.C.A. and Mt. George
Young Ladies' Serving Guild did not payoff.
Superb Scoring System:
The rules and scoring system were clearly
defined in a twelve page document, posted out
prior to the competition, leaving little to argument. For his work in designing such a system
and clearly defining well established rules, hang
gliding in Australia is indebted to Paul Mollison
and
the
National
Competitions
Committee.
Those of you who attended the 1980 Nationals
will also appreciate this.
The rules at this time may have treated some
pilots harshly, but all would agree the pilots who
did well really earnt their position. (I'm sure
the system will evolve to greater improvements
as time goes by, as usual).

SKYSAILOR

Page 6

It was more than one 'onest day's work for Craig
Worth and the team from Mid North Coast Hang
Divers.
The showers showered and the toilets
flushed, the take-offs worked every day, and there
was set up enough for 500 gliders. The trestle
tables and benches of bush construction, giant
tarpaulin and flyproof cookhouse/compheadquarters/computer room were masterpieces of innovation and design.
Craig applied the rules clearly and consistently
and there were never any questions. All went
smoothly and all understood what was the go;
unless they hadn't read the rules of course.
FINAL SCORES
MERSHAM Neil
Jes
GILMORE Steve
SCOTT Danny
MOYES Steve
WHITE Rod
ARMSTRONG Tony
DANIEL Allan
JARMAN Ian
BRADEN Carl
ALLEY Wilf
MURDOCH Paul
REEVE Bruce
* HUNTER Chris
DUNCAN Russell
MARTIN Rick
SCOTT Lee
DANIEL Bruce
CUMMINS Denis
McDONALD Chris
* DANIELE Ciriani
SMITH Kelvin
BARNES Bob
HUBBARD Guy
BEER Bernie
CHETCL TI Francis
DUNCAN Shane
HA YHOW Brian
* KELLY Paul
CONNOR Glenn
NOEL Phil
LEES Rod
HOBSON Lisa
MOORE Shane

* FLYNN

11.50
11.50
13.00
18.50
18.50
20.00
21.00
25.00
29.00
30.50
34.00
37.00
38.50
40.00
42.00
44.00
49.50
51.00
51.50
55.00
55.50
58.50
62.50
64.00
66.50
71.00
71.00
73.50
75.50
76.50
80.50
84.00
91.50
94.00

1=
1=
3
4=
4=
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14

15

16
17
18
19
20.
21
22
23
24
25
26=
26=
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

* HILL Ken
HEFFER Richard
* NEWLAND Mark
* PRITCHARD Philip
WALLIN Graeme
HAZEL Gary
STOKES Steve
PARK Forrest
KLEVEN John
NOUD Toni
HOLMES David
TOLLEY Alan
SMITH Greg
BOOMEN Mike
PATTERSON Giles
* TANAKA Itchy
HILL Gavin
BRISTOW Michael
SALMON John
COLLISON Wayne
NOBLE Steve
NOTT Myles
ZDERO Karl
SMITH Daniel
EBELING Peter
BECK Phil
DAVIES Stuart
MOLLISON Paul
WORTH Craig
MIDDLETON Vern
ATKINS Andy
COTTS Michael
* Visiting Pilot

95.00
95.50
96.50
97.00
98.00
111.50
115.00
116.00
118.00
120.50
127.50
130.00
132.00
133.00
138.00
143.00
144.00
146.00
152.00
157.00
167.00
175.50
184.50
186.00
194.50
202.50
206.00
211.50
231.00
236.00
268.00
270.50

35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
'53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66

Accident Report
By Steve Rooney
Site:

Hill 60

Pilot:

Name Unknown

Pilot Rating:

P.R.2

Glider:

Moyes GT

Wind:

30-40 knts. N.N.E-N.E.

Pilot took off wi th wire assistance, . in control
but immediately blown upwards and backwards.
Could not penetrate into lift, in grave danger of
hitting one of several obstacles behind the takeoff. Eventually managed to crab northward until
moving over north edge of plateau, dumped hard
into pliant bushes by rotor. Pilot injury: none.
Glider damage: broken down-tube.
I had taken off with some difficulty one and a
half hours before in 20-25 knts.
Wind had
strengthened appreciably by the time pilot in
question took off. As a P.R.3 with 30 days t<r
wards my P.R.4, I was the most senior pilot present at take-off, and thus acting safety officer.
My estimation of the strength was 25-30 krtts.,
and I therefore cautioned the pilot about the conditions. However, not having any official authority, I took a detached view of the proposed takeoff and merely gave what assistance I could.
After the accident, I measured the wind with an
A.S.I. and found it to be 30-35 knts. gusting to
40 knts.
Clearly, it was stupid to allow any ,
pilot to take off in these conditions, let alone a
P.R.2. I urge the reader to agree that every
pilot, whether an official or not, should take a
more responsible attitude to safety, so that very
dangerous incidents like this will not recur.
1.

A more considered appraisal
was required.

of

conditions

2.

Having done so, I should have categorically
refused the pilot permission to take off, and
should have taken whatever measures necessary to prevent it.

Finally, I must give credit to the pilot's cool reaction to his potentially lethal predicament. Such
forceful lessons are rarely given without great
cost, so let's all learn from it.

Club Smil e Hi gh 3-u p te am pr epare s for l aunch.
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XC LEAGUE UPDATE
Well all the competitions have been run and the mailman has been laden with flight detail
forms for the XC League. To date 43 pilots have entered with upwards of 90 flights submitted.
XC LEAGUE STANDINGS
Pilot

Flt.l

r--- ~-~-

---.-~~.--

NEWLAND Mark
HUBBARD Guy
BLENKINSOP Steve
GILBERT Dennis
HUNTER Chris
PETRIE David
TVCKER Scott
MOLLISON Paul
BARDON Tim
SMITH Greg
KAMBAS George
GRAHAM Chris
SANDLER Stephen
SVENS Birgit
HILL Ken
LEE Wayne
FIMERI Gary
HVMPHRIES Andrew
JENSEN Ken
HA YHOW Bryan
MACLEAN Ian
RAMSEY Steve
DAVIE Gary
Key

----.-~---

-

As at 9/2/86

Flt.3
~--.

Flt.5

Total

--'---~-------r------,---------j----~

310.4De
1000
119.6Gc
897
133.3Gc
1000
72.2Tu
859
73.4Tu
873
104.1Gc
780
219.6Dc
707
51.4Tu
611
264.4Dc
851
38.0Rc
1000
58.3Ge
437
110.3De
355
158.5De
510
152.5De
491
80.0Ge
600
75. IDe
241
83.2De
268
115.3De
371
75. IDe
241
39.2Ge
294
18.5De
59
36.0De
115
18.0De
57

119.6Ge
897
73.3Tu
872
93.4Ge
700
81.3Ge
609
58.3Ge
437
60.5Tu
720
121.2De
390
91.2De
293
83.7De
269
34.9De
112
95.4De
307
96.0De
309
51.9De
167
34.4De
110

73.3Tu
872
109.IGe
818
163.5De
526
80.0Ge
600
108.0De
347
57.8Ge
433
111.3De
358
84.3De
271

70.8De
228
82.6De
266
28.3Dc
91
25.5De
82

34.0De
109

18.0De
57

12.0De
38

Dc
Ge
Tu
Re

Open Distance
Nominated Goal
Lneompleted Triangle
Completed Out and Return

109.IGe
818
80.0Ge
600
160.3De
516
58.0Ge
435
39.2Ge
294

3588
73.4De
236
147.3De
474
114.9De
370
86.4De
278

3424
3218
2874
2231
1934
1456

56. ODe
180

1357
1121
1112

62. IDe
200
78.8De
253
45.6De
146
34.4De
110

49.5De
159

1104
918
824
712
600
579
534
462

22.7De
73

397
294
156
115

17.8De
57

115

It is rewarding to see the long flights recorded in each category and that the 300 kilometre barrier has finally fallen. Keep those forms rolling in, I am sure that some
entrants flight details are still outstanding.

SKYSAILOR

Page 8

42 STANWELL AVE,
STANWELL PARK, 2509
PHONE (042) 942545.

AERIAL TECHNICS
HANG GLIDING SCHOOL

WE HAVE A NUMBER OF GLIDERS FOR SALE - ALL HAVE BEEN CHECKED,
TEST FLOWN AND ARE READY TO GO !

MARS 190

RED I WHITE, MINT CONDITION.

$1450.00

MARS 170 -

DARK BLUE I WHITE, MYLAR INSERTS ......

$1200.00

MARS 150 -

PURPLE I SPECIAL GOLD I WHITE .........

$1150.00

PROBE 175 -

DARK BLUE I LIGHT BLUE I WHITE .......

$1200.00

PROBE 175 -

DARK BLUE I YELLOW I WHITE

$1300.00

GT 170 -

WHITE TEMPERCOTE LIE I YELLOW I WHITE ...

MEGA II -

GTR 162 -

$ 900.00

GOLD I LIGHT BLUE, LAST ONE MADE

MAGIC 177 -

$1300.00

DARK BLUE SURFCOTE LIE I WHITE

DARK BLUE SURFCOTE I LIGHT BLUE I WHITE.

MISSILE 180 -

$1200.00

GREEN I SPECIAL GOLD ...............

$1750.00
$ 700.00

* INSTRUMENTS * PARACHUTES * BOOKS * HARNESSES * CARRY BAGS * HELMETS *
* SPARE PARTS * ALL YOUR HANG GLIDING NEEDS *
GIVE US A CALL TO ARRANGE A

TEST FLY

ON A .....

GTR 162VG

LD~PET%T%D~
Lii L E~[)iiA 11I1I
PU B

WIT::

;'10

FESTIVAL

BE"8 R

WIDGEE COMPETITION
Dates: 28th. March
6th. April.

~ntry

Entry
Cat

$40.00 - send to Barry Edwards,
Q.H.G.A. Treasurer,
41 Gladewood Drive,
DAISY HILL. 4128

of Cundletown!)

Requirements: P.R.3 or exp. P.R.2,
bent

Prizes:

mind, and a limp.

Fees: Dont

be

Minding: Apply

At least $2,000 total prize money.

silly!
Cundletown

An airstrip will be available for towing
and trike flying.

Violin

Works, Craven Way,

COASTAL CHALLENGE

Cundletown.
Further

Venues:

Victorian
sites.

Further
Detail.s:

Rob Van der Klooster, (052) 22 3019
Wesley Hill, (03) 277 7942
See Vic. News section in this issue.

Details:

Ron
or

Cristiaans: (02 ) 665833 5,
the

THE

Edi tor.

~Ern

AiiT% ~[i

SOME QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS Q:

Why do we need a new rating system?

Since the possibility of changes A:
being made to the pilot rating
system was first raised in SKYSAILOR in December, 1985 a
number of pilots have expressed
their concern, both through SKYSAILOR and verbally to members
of
the
Federal
Executive.
Although most of these concerns
have arisen from a lack of information about the new system,
there
has
unfortunately
been
some deliberate misrepresentation by scaremongers who would
prefer to maintain an outdated
status quo at the expense of the
well being of our sport.

Basically because so much
has
changed
since
1977,
when the present system replaced
the
previous
one.
The most significant recent
development has been the
new A.N.O., which allows us
to legally use more airspace
than was previously the case.
This added freedom also carries with it added responsibilities, as the likelihood of
close encounters with other
airspace users is substantially
increased.

The
following
article
is
an
attempt to answer the legitimate
questions that have been raised,
as well as to forestall the irresponsible rum our mongering of a
few misguided reactionaries.
SKYSAILOR
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Sunday,

Entry Fees:

t'lountain, Bowraville NSW.
l~ orth

to

P.RA or 5, (special compo for P.R.3's),
altimeter, parachute and radio.
Limit
60 pilots.

FLY-IN

(Festival day - 30/3/86)

(Just 150km

Friday)

Entry Requirements:

Dates: Easter weekend - 28-31/3/86

Venue: Whip

(Good

west

coast

and

Peninsular

SYSTE~
in the linear nature of the
overall structure. The development of cross-country flying,
improved
instruction
techniques, and tow launching, together with the resurgence
of
freestyle
flying,
makes such a linear structure
obsolete and a more open system vital.
In the nine years of the present system's operation, flying
standards have improved to the
point where a P.RA rating
(which once took years of perseverance to obtain) can be
easily achieved in nine or ten
months.
Unfortunately,
the
depth of experience necessary
for a pilot to be considered
truly advanced cannot be gained in the space of ten months,
however intensive.

The present system was introduced when coastal ridge
soaring was overwhelmingly
predominant,
and
crosscountry flying was still a
dream. This is reflected in
the flying tasks for the pres- Q: Why was such a radical
system decided upon?
. ent p.RA rating, as well as

new

A: In examIning the above problems, the Federal Executive
looked at a number of alternatives, including a further series of changes to the present
system.
As the latter would
have necessitated either the
addition of a number of extra
rating levels, resulting in an unwieldy seven or eight tier system;
or the wholesale derating of most P.R.4 and P.R.5
pilots, It was considered an unacceptable choice. After looking at some overseas systems,
as well as the "Safe Pro" system, it was decided that the
proposed new system offered
the most advantages and the
fewest problems.
Q: How will the new system work?

A: As stated earlier, the new system will have three levels.
The · fi.rst level will confirm
that a pilot has reached a general level of competence that
would allow him or her to fly
safely at most sites, under normal conditions, without close
supervision.

"Just when you thought it was safe
to go back in the air ••• "

aquisition.
Individual
flying
for processing. By eliminating
tasks will, therefore, become
the need to have a safety offiThe second level will signify
an end in themselves, rather
cer observe every single task,
that the pilot has reached a
than merely a means to obtainlevel of competence which sets
the new system will allow a
ing the next step in the ratmuch
him or her apart from the
easier
progression
ings.
average weekend pilot.
Holdthrough the ratings.
ers of this rating will typically
be moderately experienced pil- Q: How will I go about obtaining Q: Will the new system effect my
a rating?
entitlement
fly
to
certain
ots who spend their holidays
sites?
flying at different sites or in
A: When the new system is introdcompetitions, as well as taking
uced, everyone will be issued A: Not at all.
As site ratings
with a series of "task check
a few "sickies" along the way
will be weighted towards logglists", to be included in the
to augment their year-round
ed experience, rather than refront of the log book. These
weekend flying.
lying on your most recent rat"check lists" will consist of a
ing test, the chances are that
column of flying tasks with the
The third level will be a mark
more, rather than less, sites
appropriate number of boxes beof true, all round excellence,
will be open to you. At presside each. If for example, the
achieved through years of dedient all you need to fly at Mt.
second rating level requires
cation to the development of
Buffalo,
for example, is a
five cliff launches, then every
skills and knowledge far beyond
P .R.4 rating.
If this rating
time you successfully complete
those of the average pilot. As
has been obtained substantially
no sites will be rated at this
a cliff launch, you simply
by flying at Stanwell Park,
level, the main incentive for
record that flight in your log
chances are that the pilot
completion of this rating will
book, have it witnessed by an
would be well advised to gain
be progression to the highest
appropriately rated pilot, and
some inland flying experience
level of professional qualificatthen record the entry number
at some of the other sites in
ion.
in the appropriate box In the
the
Buffalo
area
before
check list. Once all the boxes
attempting to fly at the mountDespite . the existence of the
for a particular rating are
ain itself.
A safety officer,
three steps in the system, the
filled, you simply find a safety
on reviewing the pilot's "check
major emphasis will be on the
officer, have him watch you
list", would notice that most
individual tasks. As the rating
make a single flight in confirmof the pilot's experience was
forms will be incorporated in
ation of your skill level, and
coastal, and could advise him
the log book, they will remain
complete the theory test with
accordingly.
Conversely, there
him, and he will sign a confiras a permanent record of a
are many P.R.3 pilots around
pilot's
experience
and
skill
mation slip to be sent away
SKYSAILOR
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with ample inland and cliff
launch experience, who could
quite easily handle Buffalo in
appropriate conditions.

when the syste m is finalised, it
will still be subject to ratification
by the Federal Convention, to be
It has not been
held in May.
"kept under wraps", as has been
The beauty of the new system claimed by some.
is that, by placing the emphasis on logged experience, rath- When the system is finalised, a
er than on arbitrary levels, it full report will be published in
allows local safety officers to SKYSAILOR so that all may judge
give more and better advice to it on its merits.
Until this
visiting pilots on an Individual happens, it is to be hoped that irrlevel.
esponsible rumours about the imagined effects of the change will
Q: Will I be de-rated if I don't cease.
fly fifty hours per year?
The new system has been developrumour
is
an ed over two-and-a-hal f years by
A: NO.
This
example of the scare monger- experienced, active pilots. It has
ing I talked about earlier. The been specifically designed to facilfifty flying hours requirement it ate the progressive acquisition
is merely for pilots who wish
to upgrade their rating from of skills and experience and, as
the present P.RA or 5 rating, such, cannot be seen as a "licence
to the top level of the new system", nor as a series of merit
badges to satisfy inflated egos.
system.
Q. Will I have to stay With my

-

In

structor until I gain my first
rating?
A: No. As the first rating level
will be set slightly above the
present
P.R.2,
this
would
prohibitively
obviously
be
expensive and time consuming.
The first part of the new log
will comprise of an instructional log, to be filled out by the
student in conjunction with his
or her instructor. This will ensure that all pilots receive
adequate Initial instruction as
required in Paragraphs 4.1 and
4.2 of the new A.N.O.95.8. The
instructional log will cover a
period
of
basic
instruction
roughly equivalent to the basic
course already offered by most
schools, and once completed
will probably constitute the
Pilot Certificate referred to in
the
new
A.N.O.
It
will
entitle the pilot to practice
basic skills without the direct .
supervision of an instructor,
and to lean more advance d
skills under the supervision of
an experienced pilot. Howeve r
it will not constitute a "Pilot
Rating" as such.
In Conclusion:
There are still a number of
important parts of the new system
to be finalised, and because of
this, it is not possible to publish
full details at this time.
Even
SKYSAILOR
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Dear Editor,

Hang
glider
dies in
rescue
mishap

Please find enclosed an article
from the Border Morning Mail by
David Morely on the tragic death
of Dan Racanelli, as he tried to
rescue a fellow pilot caught in
power lines.
So that Dan Rac anelli's death
will not be wasted would you
please reprint the article in full
as a timely warning/reminder to
other hang glider pilots.
Yours sincerely,
Alan Marshman.
Dear Chris,
I have been inspired to put
pen to paper over the new
rating system, aired in December
issue.
I was a
little alarmed to read, what
I consider the pretty high
number of hours required,
in the air, per year to retain both the intermediate
and advanced.

By DAVID MORLEY

A HANG glider pilot from the US was killed on Saturday when he tried to help a fellow pilot who had
landed among power lines.

Dan Racanelli , 29 , from California, had been competing in the National Hang Gliding Championships,
held near Beechworth last week .
He died of electric shoc k when a
wind gust blew his friend's tangled glider on to him , sending about 12,000 volts
through his body.
His friend, Richard Rawlings. 29, of
San Francisco, was uninjured.
Police said t he accident happened
about 3.55 pm after t he men had taken
off from Buckland Gap, between Beechworth and Myrtleford.
They flew to Blac k F lats, about
16 km from Myrtleford, where Mr
Rawlings became entangled in SEC
power lines.
Mr Rawlings was hanging ups ide
down in mid-air, suspended by his
harness.
Mr Racanelli landed about 40 m
away and rushed to help him.
As he tried to stabilise Mr Rawlings
and help him from the harness, a gust
of wind blew the "live" glider frame on
to him.
As' he was standing on the ground,
he completed an electrical circuit and
received a powerful electric shock.

Police said Mr Racanell i was struc k .
on the hand and the n on t he face.
He was klled instantly.
The electricity from the initia l contact with t he glider set his collar al ight.
Mr Racanelli fe ll face down on the
grou nd where the glider hit him seve ral
more t imes, setting his clothing alight.
T he 'glider kept swinging and strik ing hi m as Mr Rawlings struggled to get
free of the harness and help his friend .
Mr Rawlings escaped injury as he
was touching only the harness and not
the ground, and did not "earth" himself.
He tried cardio-pulmonary resuscitation, but Mr Racanelli could not be
revived .
A My tie ford ambulance officer said .
yesterday Mr Racanelli had been badly
burnt by the glider frame and had small
burn marks all over his body and officers had been unable to help him .
Both men were experienced hang
gl ider pilots.

I am P.R.2, having laid my
hands on a hang glider for
the first time in my life in
February last year.
Which
means I have ' been flying
for 10 months now. In all
that time I have managed
the grand total of 5 hours
20 minutes in the air, to
date.
Which means I am
going to ' have to do one
hell of a lot more flying
when I get my 3. in order
to retain it.
I appreciate
that it will become easier
for me once I have my 3.
as more sights will be open
to me, but I still consider
that number of hours to be
rather high for a minimum
and really not necessary in
order to maintain skill levels.
In fact, I think it
could considerably have a n
adverse e ffect on safety by
put ting pressure on to fl y
in marginal condit ions in
order
just
to keep the
logged hours up.
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I enjoy my hang gliding, I
think it is a marvellous way
to fly and I hope to go on
flying for many years to
come, building my skill and
enjoyment along the way.
However, I am not a Fanatic.
My
time must
be
shared among many things,
not the least of which are
my job, my wife and my
children, not to mention the
house which always seems
to be in constant need of
repair and tbe grass which
keeps on growing and the
car which . keeps on breaking
down. . Hmmmm ••••• I think
I might consider becoming
a hang gliding fanatic after
all.
Seriously though, will there
be no place in the Sport
anymore for those pilots
like myself for whom Hang
gliding is a great recreation
but who do not wish to pursue it to the exclusion of
everything . else
because
that's what I think it will
need under the new ' system,
in order to retain your current rating and to advance,
if those hours are laid down
as minimums.
On a different subject the
car stickers tht have been
issued with SKYSAILOR on
are a good idea but how
about a more light hearted
approach,
such
as
"I'd
rather be hang gliding", or
"Hang glider pilots do it in
prone", or do you think that
this would lower the image
of the sport too much?
Yours sincerely,
David Middleton.
Editor's Note:
As editor, it is extremely
gratifying to see people being inspired by articles in
SKYSAILOR, to contribute
their own ideas. Firstly, it
shows that people are taking the time to read the
magazine (even the administrative stuff), and secondly,
it shows that at least some
members feel that they can
actually make a difference
by putting their points of
view forward.
SKYSAILOR
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Flying experience can be
seen to have three apsects.
Firstly, the depth of a
pilot's experience (measured
in
months
or years
of
involvement in hang gliding)
is a major determining factor in a pilot's overall level
of
airmanship.Secondly,
the value of a pilot's experience is largely dependent
on
the variety of that
experience (both in types of
sites flown, and different
,meteorological
conditions).
Thirdly, there can be no
substitute for hours spent
in the air. After all, that
is what hang gliding is all
about. Nowadays, our first
few days of flying
are
watched over by instructors
who, while being generally
proficient in imparting the
basic requirements of footlaunched flight, cannot (no
matter how much you pay)
sell you experience.
Nor
do they pretend to.
With regard to the rating
system, it should be remembered
that
the proposed
new system is still in an
,early stage of development
and there are a number of
unresolved questions remaining to be answered before
any final decision can be
made. The question of flying hours is proving to be
one of the most troublesome of all.

For
pilots
who
consider
themselves
slightly
more
committed than the average
weekend pilot, the second
and third ratings will provide both direction and challenge. It is invisaged that
the holder of a Second rating would be a pilot who
flies more than just on
weekends,
and
possibly
spends some time visiting
different sites.
The Third
rating will be the recognition of truly advanced flying skills coupled with a
comprehensive
theoretical
knowledge
and
extensive
flying experience over a
number of years.
As I said earlier, the actual
hours required for each rating is still unresolved, however I feel that the twentyfive hours required for conversion from P.R.3 to the
new Second rating is a bare
minimum to show an above
average committment
and
level of airmanship.
Now obviously, not everyone
is prepared to, or able to,
devote the time to hang
gliding to clock up fifty, or
even twenty hours in the
air per year.
This is due
to the sad reality of life
that most of us must spend
most of our time in gainful
employment.
The flexibility of the new rating system
has been
developed
with all pilots in mind, so
that no-one is under any
pressure to progress faster
than circumstances and conditions allow.
The first
rung of the new system
will, therefore, be the only
rating that most weekend
or recreational pilots will
require. Pilots holding this
rMing
and
who
have
advanced their skills since
gaining it, along the lines
suggested in the new experience "check lists" for each
rating, will have no problems with access to most
sites.
Not only will this
system be more flexible,
the new system's emphasis
on logged experience should
make it easier for recreational pilots to log up more
hours.

Sir,

Dear Ed,

Editor's Note:

Whilst having a rest from
flying to allow time for my
dislocated elbow to right
itself, I found time to go
back
through
my earlier
SKYSAILOR
magazines.
I
came across an article suggesting pilots should return
back to their basic training
books occasionally to show
them of any bad habits
they may have picked up
over the years. In part of
the
article
it
reminded
pilots to let GO of the Aframe at the last second if
making a bad landing.
I
recall my instructor continually drummed it into we
students and I can clearly
remember not one of the
students received any injuries when we forgot at the
last minute to flare or left
it much too late and the
glider came to a sudden
a brupt stop when it hit the
ground,
our
body simply
swung through the "A" frame
until our harness pulled us
to a stop. With the shorter front keels on modern
gliders our heads may hit
the front keel but if you are
still following your basics
you would be wearing your
safety helmet. Oh, if only
I had remembered my basic
training I wouldn't have had
even received a scratch from
my heavy landing much less
a dislocated elbow but I
guess I'm so thick I have
to learn the hard way.

Congratulations on producing the
first SKYSAILOR magazine with
an
unprecedented
"sold
out"
cover. A nice picture, O.K., but
a full front and back cover
advertisement:
Shame on you!
What's wrong with photographs on
pages 4, 10 or 26? As much as
I dislike to whinge about a magazine that has brought me much
enjoyment in the past (as I
expect it will in the future), I
must say that your decision to
plaster SKYSAILOR with advertising of such calibre is far less
than commendable. After all, we
wouldn't like people to think that
"our own" magazine is a Moyes
Delta Gliders production - would
we?

As a fanatical re-decorator of
billboards of many years standing,
I can sympathise with your aversion to advertising.
In fact, I
would personally prefer to be the
editor of a hang gliding magazine
totally devoid of advertising.

Regards,
Bill Thorneywork.
P.S.
Editor, if I should be hogging
too much space on
letters
page
in
the
SKYSAILOR please forgive
me but I do feel I can
express myself better
in
letter
form.
Should
the
answer be in the affirmative just toss my letter out.
Thanks,
Bill.

Now, you may say, "Who are you
to complain, since I do all the
work, and no-one else contributes". Well, fine, a good point,
and here I must commend you
for an ' excellent job. I can understand what a time consuming and
seemingly thankless job this must
be, but as far as contributions
go, this brings me to my next
point.
A short time ago, a friend and
I began to compile a series of
cartoon episodes, namely, "The
Continuing Adventures of FFAA".
Unfortunately, we seem to have
unwittingly infringed on Adam
Hunt's territory, (i.e. inside back
cover), inspiring him to present
us with yet another piece of his
own work. I will admit that our
own attempt at humour may not
be everyone's idea of hilarity,
but to insult it by printing the
first
episode
and
immediately
"axing" the series is of even
worse taste. If you do intend to
print the remainder of the series,
please do;
there are another
three episodes print ready, and
at least two more to follow.

Unfortunately however, we have
to put up with the sad roalities
of a capitalist economic system
and as an association with about
sixteen-hundred members, we just
cannot afford to be complete
purists.
In the case of the December
issue, the considerable cost of
producing a full colour cover
made such an undertaking and
was simply
impossible without
some form of sponsorship. After
considering all sorts of possibilities, I decided that an A3 sized
poster with the name and address
of the sponsor printed at the
very bottom would best satisfy
the aesthetic and financial requirements of the exercise. From
the response I have received so
far, it seems that most people
were more than happy with the
results.
With regard to your "FFAA" car-toons, I hope the explanation I
sent you by return mail will
soothe your hurt.
As I pointed
out, the omission of "FFAA" was
due to a stuff-up on my part,
rather
than
any
deliberate
attempt to give prominence to
Adam's work at the expense of
your own. I'm sorry about thiS,
but sometimes when it gets to
about 3 a.m. and you're still pasting up, your mind plays funny
tricks on you.
Hopefully after
the Convention In May, we will
have a new editor who can manage to keep all his or her braincells in the one skull.

I do not intend to insult or verbally attack yourself, your associates, or any of your combined
work, but merely to present a
few comments of my own.
I
look forward to hearing your
reply either by return mail or
"Editor's Note".
Yours sincerely,
Mike Everest.
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G'day!
Well fellow fliers, here's a bit of
gospel on your first towing sessSceptical at first, elated
ion.
with the results: I recently went
to Tasmania for a working holiday (just happened to take "01'
trusty" with me, which saw me
into my first tow experiences.
I met up with a phenomenan
down there by the name of
David Allen and his lovely wife
Prue. Dave sure has Tassy sewn
up, in relation to local knowledge
of area and weather. The location is a large (extended) grassy
paddock outside Poalina. Conditions variable, cloud development
in morning, nil to light breeze,
changing direction constantly, just
to annoy us.

P.S.
Just a note to pilots to leave
paddocks the way they find them
"SHUf THE GATES" and "LEAVE
NO RUBBISH" because there are
a few vegies who don't think and
they could stuff it up for the
rest of us.
By the way I enjoy the magazine.
With regards,
M. Kenney.

If the first rating were "Novice",

I know of some pilots who would
not have achieved this rating
after six months of constantly
making the effort to fly on weekends. The combination of weather, sites available, and beginning
skill level is simply not conducive
to the timely attainment of a rating approximately equal to P.R.2.
I remember how excited I was to
gain my "Hang 1" and how it
gave me the conviction, encouragement and identity to "hang-in
there". This first early rewared

So here we go...... tension on .....
tension
on ...... Go,
go,
go.
Go......... .... Ye har!
A nice
glide, with a touch of lift, and
safely home again.
Thanks Dave and people of Tasmania; its a great place.
Regards,
Bill Menz.
P.S.
Watch out for thistles.

Chris South waits for take off at
Mt. Saddleback,Macksville N.S.W.

Dear Chris,
Dear Editor,
I wish to mention one of the hazards of inland flying to the initiated.
If you ever need to land in a paddock, in which, those animals
which are pretty popular with
farmers these days (COWS) reside. BEWARE!

These amazing animals could shit
through the eye of a needle from
thirty paces, as they recently
demonstrated by using my helmet
for target practice. If they get
bored with trying to shit in your
helmet they like to play, all
jump on harness or tippy-toe
along the hang glider'"
So next inland trip when you're
stashing your glider so some
clown doesn't knock it off, make
sure neither man nor beast sees
where you put it because I can
assure
you hang
gliders are
pretty popular amongst the cattle
fraternity.
SKYSAILOR
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is extremely important.

Some comments on the proposed We already vary site ratings
(usually down) within the context
new rating scheme.
of the existing system.
Safety
Unlike Martyn Yeomans in his Officers in conjunction with pilletter to S.A.H.G.A. of December ots take ability, experience, and
27, 1985, I believe the current conditions into account.
system DOES provide the pilot
with "a syllabus for progressively The avoidance of numbers would
learning to hang glide". The sys- in no way stop "obsession" with
tem needs revamping but only to getting to the top of the scale.
the extent of changing some of It would not matter what the top
the tasks and unnecessary theory were termed, numbered or designated - where there's a mountquestions.
ain to be climbed most people
In S.A. the current P.R. 1 rating want to climb to the peak. It's
has a great deal of substance. to do with striving to do one's
It is definitely NOT "handed out" best and to detract from this is
to students at the end of their to underscore something precious.
first day's training. On the contrary, our instructors are stringent
The current
perfectionists with high expect- One final point.
ations of their students.
Stud- numerical system correlates readents are never awarded their rat- ily with the U.S.H.G.A. system.
ing until they have consistently I found this made transfer to an
complied with requirements, even American rating simple when I
It
if this means six or more train- wanted to fly in the U.S.
ing days.
would be sad to lose this facility.

Dear Chris,
Please do not force this new system through unless it is wanted
by the majority of pilots.
I
appeal to other pilots to commit
their views to paper. Modify the
old system; don't annihilate it.
Sue Hansen.
Editor's Note:
Sue, most of your points are
answered in the article on the
new rating system in this issue,
however, your point about comparability
with
overseas systems
does emphasise what may be a
temporary
flow
in
the
new
system.. Despite this, I feel that
we would be doing hang gliding
a great disservice if we were to
abandon such a great step forward merely for the convenience
of the small percentage of Australian . pilots rich enough to fly
overseas.
Rest assured that the H.G.F.A
committee will, if the new system is adopted, spare no effort
in familiarising overseas associations with the levels of the new
system.
As the British already
have a three-step system and
don't appear to have any problem
flying in the U.S. where a fivestep system operates, I don't
think that any major problems
are likely.

As a person who began in this
I have recently read a draft copy Sport about four and a half years
of the proposed New Rating ago and progressed through this
System, and felt the need to and the previous Rating System,
comment.
I consider that I have been tested and tested and tested again.
Under the New Rating System it I have recently achieved the P.R.
appears that more skills are re- 5 level. This, I consider to be
quired to reach the No. 1 Rating. a permit to fly unchallenged at
This will undoubtedly increase the any site in Australia. As far as
cost to the beginner Pilot and, I am concerned, I have paid my
in most cases, take a longer per- dues to this Sport. With the new
iod of time to obtain. This will, System I will now have to go,
in turn, discourage prospective cap in hand, to some other pilot
students from enrolling, and also to have my log book signed each
result in a higher dropout rate time I fly, and if I do not record
50 hours per year, of which 25
wi th beginner Pilots.
hours must be at inland sites, I
Having effectively only two Rat- will automatically be derated.
ing Levels to choose from, the This will create a problem to
State Committees will tend to maintain the Advanced Level.
rate sites to the .higher level,
rather than Endorse inexperienced
pilots flying at borderline sites.
When a student leaves school he There would appear to be two
will have a very small number of choices available:sites, available, and they may be
situated many miles apart. This 1. Fly as often as possible,
which will include flying in
is a recipe for beginner accidents
marginal conditions, purely to
as these sites are rarely flown by
maintain
the hours required,
experienced pilots, so the beginnrather
than
for the enjoyment
er is totally on his own.
of the sport. My view of an
Advanced Pilot is a person
Each site in Australia is unique
who has the sense and maturin
its terrain and prevailing
ity to fly in safe conditions,
weather conditions.
A site is
not the pilot who will launch
rated on its usual flyable weather
in dubious and crossed conditconditions and its degree of diffiions because he is terrified of
CUlty. Having a four level Ratbeing
branded as a wimp by
ing System enables the State
his
flying
pals.
Committee to put a suitable and
approprite Rating on all sites.
With the existing System, a beg- 2. Start padding my log book.
This is, I feel, counter prodinner pilot is able to progress at
uctive, but a very likely
a reasonable rate without too
option.
much difficulty. The Pilot, under
this System, has a sense of
the
southern
achievement and progress with Unfortunately,
states
do
not
have
a
long
and reeach
Rating
Level
attained.
liable
summer
season.
Logging
There do not appear to be any
new tasks on the proposed Sys- 50 hours to a N.S.W. Pilot may
tem, and I concede that some of seem quite reasonable, but the
sites available and the duration
the questions could be updated.
of the season in other states are
The other reAs far as the old red herring of quite different.
the D.O.A. requiring a new Sys- quirement of 5 years' membership
tem is concerned, that was the
reason for the last change to the
is also excessive. Five years to
System.
an 18-20 year old pilot is an
The Towing Endorsement is an eternity. There are many excellexcellent and overdue addition. ent pilots who would be considerThe Cross Country Endorsement ed to be advanced with 3 to 4
is already covered in the P.R.3 years' experience.
Theory, and could be increased
if necessary.
Not having an XC Endorsement is not going to
stop a pilot going over the back.
SKYSAILOR
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The point of having a rating system is to encourage the pilots to
adhere to it. Therefore, the rating system must be realistically
achievable by the large crosssection
of
pilots
progressing
through it. By making the beginner Rating more difficult to
reach, many prospective pilots
By having only
will drop out.
two effective Site Ratings, the
sport will become more dangerous
and frustrating for beginner pilots.
The requirement of 50
hours per year to maintain the
Advanced Level Rating is far in
excess of the requirements of
other Sports Aviation Groups.
The H.G.F.A. Committee does
not dictate policy. Its function
is to adminsiter the Sport, make
recommendations, and implement
the decisions that are made at
the Annual Convention by the
State
Committees'
Delegates.
These State Committees are, in
turn, elected by the members to
act on their . behalf.
This new Rating System has been
kept under wraps for over six
months;
the members and their
Committees have been given only
a very short amount of time to
endorse, rej~ct or modify the proI know of
posed new System.
another Southern State Committee that is opposed to the new
Rating System.
I would suggest
that interested members contact
their State Committee as soon as
possible to endorse or reject the
proposed new System.
Finally,
it
seems
that
the
H.G.F.A. is trying to create an
elite in our Sport.
There are
already avenues for those pilots
who wish to excell, i.e. - F.A.I.
medals and, of course, the State,
National, Stanwell and Buffalo
Competitions.
After discussions with other P.R.
4/5 pilots, we feel that the current system is functioning very
well.
The Safety Officers know
exactly what is required of them
when testing, and exactly who is
and .who is not rated to fly at a
particular site.
Why do we, in Australia, have
this paranoid compulsion to slavishly follow what is happening
overseas, when we have a good
and workable System already?
Paul Donovan.
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Editor's Note: .

Your attempts to infer that the
H.G.F.A
executive
is
The claim that "As a person who current
doing
something
underhanded
in
began in this sport about four
and a half years' ago ........ .! have developIng the new system, are
insulting and
misleading. ~
paid my dues to Hang Gliding ..... " both
some
previous
executive
is one of the silliest and most Sure
pompous utterances that I have committees were prepared to sit
ever come across.
With eleven on their butts and merely "adminyears and nearly two thousand ister the Sport". And it is largehours of flying under my belt, as ly as a result of this that the
well as an above average amount present executive committee had '"
of study and research into all had to work so hard this year in
aspects of hang gliding theory catching up after three years of
The responsibehind me, the most important total stagnation.
lesson I have yet learnt is that bility of the H.G.F.A. executive
you never "arrive" at a point is to formulate policy and to
where you can be said to have implement it subject to the ratif"paid your dues".
In fact, it ication of the State H.G.F.A. Coseems to me that there is much, , ordinators. This responsibil~ty was
much more to learn about flying made particularly clear in the
than I, or anyone else, have case of ratings by a resolution
learnt so far. So let's not have passed by the 1978 H.G.F.A. Convention, which states:
"Ratings
anymore of this nonsense.
are a prerogative of the H.G.F.A.
Paul, if you feel the need to fals- Any rating scheme revision shall
ify your log book, I admit, there be made operational by the diris nothing to stop you doing so. ection of the Federal Executive
But next time you stuff up a to be ratified at either the Concliff launch through lack of vention or by postal poll, whichpractice, it's not going to do ever is the sooner".
much good to wave your doctored
log at the trees, the rocks, or The responsibility and mandate of
the rotor, or to show them your the Federal Executive to revise
the rating system as necessary,
rating card.
is clear, and we don't intend to
Ultimately, your safety as a pilot abandon our duty to the majority
is your own responsibility and if of Australian pilots just to avoid
you wish to continue to deceive denting the inflated egos of a few
yourself and others as to your small-minded individuals.
level of "expertise" that's your
own business.

J!JI kti {Iii ;f4'JI ~I.I.]:II
Hang Gliding According to Pfeiffer:
Skills For the Advancing Pilot
No~ available ... the m<:>st co~prehensive guide around for pilots seeking to expand
thelf knowl~ge and skills. With 244 pages, 125 illustrations and photographs. loads
of TRUE stones, and a complete subject index. You'lIleam , ..
About ~r1~: ~idge, therma~. wave a~ other types of lift. Locating likely lift
sources. Reading clouds. Soaring technIques for various kinds of lift.
About croa<ountry flying: ~C potential of your area. Training and supplies for your
ground crew. Advance planntng . When THE day arrives. During the flight.
About compeUUon flytng: Competition formats and scoring systems. Psych-<lut
. techniques. Evaluating opponents. Strategies. Specific flying techniques.
About eq~lpment Choosing, caring for, and making best use of a glider, harness,
parachute. Instruments, and other equipment. Sail cloth tips.
~out .~-.to--tlyealculaUona: Dolphin vs. classic flight. Your glider's polar. Techniques for gliding furthest, fastest. Speed rings.

AERIAL TECHNICS

42 STANWELL AVE
STANWELL PARK , '2509. PH (042) 942545

NORM~L

PEOPLE

By Mark Dennis
cost.
Site numbers would
also be increased and facilities improved.

How many times have you
heard, "You'd never get me
up in one of those things",
"Jeez'z you're game", or
any of the myriad of other
comments that non-hangies
make about THE sport. No
matter how hard you try to
convince
them
otherwise,
they leave with a sceptical
look on their face.

But just think what civilization would be like if just
about everyone was an airjunkie.
Any time it was
on, the sites would be as
crowded as a mob of galahs
in a wheat crop.
There
would be no one interested
in spending their days off
in the volunteer services
like the Country Fire Brigade or Meals on Wheels.
Most
houses . would
be
wrecks,
because
no
one
would work on them on
their
days
off.
Petrol
would be used like beer at
the Buangor Pub on a Saturday nigh in mid summer,
and who would we get to
drive for us? Because most
people would have hang gliding on their minds all the

Until recently, I was going
crackers trying to comprehend why every capable
humanoid, carbon based life
form on this planet doesn't
take up hang'n.
Then I
thought
about
what
the
place would be like if a
large percentage of the population became hangies.
It would have the 'advantages of increasing the development
of Hang Gliding
equipm~~t and reducing the

hardly
any
work
time,
get
done.
Most
would
servo's
and
pubs
shops,
would be shut or under')taffed on weekends, because of people competing
in competitions.
At · news
time on T.V. we would see
25 minutes of weather and
5 minutes of news.
Could
you imagine wind reports
and proper weather updates
on the radio every half
hour?
Be hard to take
wouldn't it? Yep, it could
end civilization as we know
it.
So, next time anyone tells
you your a lune, for doing
such a crazy sport;
don't
worry about it. Just go for
another fly, and be glad
that there are NORMAL
people to keep the Earth
running while you make a
temporary absence from it.

SI<YSOARINCr INDUSTR\ES
349

Main

TEITRROUL, NSW,

Road
2515.

POSITIONS VACANT
At the HGFA Annual Convention, to be

Hummingbird VE12 Vario's

held in Sydney this May, all positions

Kwik Clamps

on the Federal Executive will be

Thommen 2000-26 Altimeters

declared open. Five members of the

Hall Air Speed Indi cators,
Prone and Anti-vibration
Brackets

current Executive have indicated that

Prolite ? ulled Apex
Parachutes - High
efficiency - fast
ope~j ~E - sink rate 16 fps.
Lines now stowed in
deployment bag ..
Container bags :tVailable.
PHONE: Steve Kennard
(042) 671794.

they will be standing again, although
not necessarily in their present
positions.
If you wish to stand for any position,
especially those of EDITOR and
TREASURER, please contact your State
Executive, or any member of the
Fe deral Executive a s soon a s pos s ible.
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By Brett and Stick
(Dean) Tooker
The following is a condensed
account
of an enjoyable
four week safari, Dean and
I made through N.S.W., Victoria and Tasmania during
February, 1985. (A.O. modified for publication).
It was a real toss up.
Should we take my XW Falcon staff car or Dean's HQ
Monaro
Pursuit
vehicle?
Like
trying
to
decide
"which arm do we want to
cut off".
Heads.
Whew!
We loaded the putty-plastered shell of the Monaro till
the "Jet Flex" was splitting
at the seams.

A
cool,
overcast
day
marked our departure from
Sydney.
After catching" a
good flight at Stanwell, we
spent
the
night
with
friends at Durras.
From
there It was a long dusty
drive through Araluen where
we filled up on a Spanish
Omelette, then on to Koswhere
we
made
ciusko
camp.
The following day dawned
crisp and sunny. We made
Buffalo
by
midday
and
launched into very rough
air. I scraped around takeoff
amongst
the
tumult
while Dean caught an unbroken core to cloud base.
Too rough for comfort, we
landed
in
the
Buckland
Valley in searing heat and
burnt-out
paddocks
and
hitched a lucky lift back to
Take-off.
We decided that
when thermalling, to fly /
drive in turns. Before dark
we booked into a van at
Porpunkah and cooked up a
SKYSAILOR
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fat greasy stack of pancakes - a good solid base
for a pub debauchery session at Bright.

Another overcast day followed,
but
by
mid-morning
Buffalo's
granite domes baked in full sun.
We
set
up
the
Probe
and
A stormy night
followed
camera. Dean was driving, so he
wi th a clouded sky and
filmed from take-off. It was a
clouded minds remaining inpretty rough fly amongst some
to the next day.
savage lift and sink, and stupendous cloud suck beneath rapidly
It was a good time to tryout darkening cu's.
Dean headed
some aerial photographic gear we down the mountain. Then over
brought
along.
At
Porpunkah the radlo:Hill we mounted a Canon 814 XL
Super-8 up under the rear of the "Er, Brett ..... .I'll be a little late
keel and a counter weight at the picking you up".
front.
A remote switch was
taped
to
the base
bar.
I "Yeah?"
launched into a light cycle and
sunk out to a furiously dramatic "Yeah.
My bloody kite's fallen
down wind landing, which the off the car".
Canon recorded with great clarity.
"Ha. You fool".
"Make up!"
"Ha, ha.

"I also dropped your Rollei and
fluid head tripod".

What a classic!"
"!!!! !**iiiiii**!!!!!"

"Very funny stick".
Dean flew the next day, but was
foiled by a low inversion layer.
I picked up Dean after a final
fly at Buffalo and we headed
west
through
oppressive
prefrontal heat. Ben Nevis greeted
us with a spectacular fiery sunset and a 35 knot gale over the
back.
Two days's later, it was
a bone chilling 40 knots - a meteorlogical sham.
Dean hit the
auto-pilot
and
the
Monaro
its
way toward the
guzzled
Otway Ranges where we hoped
we might catch the tail end of
the front for a coastal soar at
Apollo Bay.
Sure enough, our
luck returned with a 15 knot SSE wind straight up the face of
Mariner's Lookout - an 800 ft.
A.S.L. velvet green pillow with
sensational coastal scenery and
a tricky top landing (since the
farmer erected the fence). With
-"
the sunlight waning, we launched
~~.:'~ into simDly jet smooth coastal

....

lift, flying the main slope then
. trucking off toward Cape Patton.
The lift died with the sun and
we put down in a small rocky
cove at dusk. After hitching the
12 kms. back to town, we booked
into a "5 Star" van park and hit
the pub for a bender.
We were awoken by a hot shaft
of sunlight beaming into the
stuffy tent onto our seedy 5 0'
clock shadowed faces. "I'll never
mix beer and ' Tequila again".
"Whoah, me neither. Not in the
same
glass
anyway".
"That
cnrome-domed pile driver guy
really cracked me up". "Who?"
"You know, Elmer Fudd".
"Ah,
never mind".
Mariners were pumping again.
We slammed down a greasy breakfast and sliced into more pneumatic smooth lift, nursing queezy
stomachs and wing-over hangovers.

The crows woke us at 7 a.m.
sharp as usual and were pelted
with smelly shoes.
It was a
crisp sunny morning.
The wind
seemed perfect. We were counting on a 22 kms. return flight to
Moonlight Head.
I mounted the
camera gear while Dean loaded
his stills. We launched and Dean
led over the white bluffs to Lion
Headland, the point of no return.
We flew on when suddenly our
worst fears were confirmed. The
wind let us down on a remote
beach about 10 kms. from camp.
After stashing the gliders and
gear, we did a 200 metre beach
sprint to catch a miraculous
4 W.D. lift back up the 800 ft.
slopes to the Great Ocean Road
where we trudged 20 kms. without a lift back to camp at
Johanna.
Then back by car to
the mountain top, down by foot,
then back up with over 100 Ibs.
of gear each. We made camp by
Too tired to eat (???!I!)
We made camp behind the dunes dusk.
we
collapsed
around the fire.
and cooked up a gut-wrenching
omelette.
Mosquitoes were not "Shiiiit! ..... that wasn't worth it".
a problem in the tent that night.
At 7 a.m. we were awoken by a Yeah, I know. I just hope that
mob of heckling crows on the film was O.K".
fence beside the tent. I had to
get
some
aerial
footage
of At that we flaked out under the
Johanna, but was fresh out of brill ian canopy of the Southern
film after Mariners. I tried both Cross.
local general stores, neither of
whom had sold a Super 8 film At daybreak we packed up and
for years.
I then tried the left Johanna for Melbourne and
The
headmaster
dis- our passage to Tasmania.
We
school.
appeared into a booby-trap broom surfed mediocre Bell's Beach on
closet and re-emerged with a the way and arrived at a steamy
film that expired two years ago. Port Melbourne, to board that
And the schlep hit me for 6 seedy little affair - the "Empress
of Australia".
After a tormentbucks!
ed night's sleep, we breakfasted
It was 3 days of thumb-twiddling on polystyrene scrambled eggs
before the cliffs worked again. and some bouncy bacon.

We packed up, snacked at a cafe
to stem the tide of rising magma
and headed around Cape Otway
to the emerald green hills of J 0hanna. The surf was thundering
at its usual 10 feet, but the
western cliffs were working in
the
moderate
S-SW
wind.
Although ' tired and late in the
day, we couldn't resist a fly at
this site. It was one of the most
memorable of the trip.
Over
massive pink-white bluffs and
towering cliffs for a 10 kms.
return flight right on sunset.
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Tasmania was typically squally on
arrival. We deposited our motley
bodies
on
Tas.
Co-ordinator
Dave Allen's Launceston door~
step. He and wife Prue, spoiled
us with some fine hospitality during our two week stay in Tassie.
Topo maps and empty stubbies
littered the kitchen, while we discussed
sites
and
restrictions
(plenty of both).
The most promising areas for flying, apart from numerous coastal
sites are along the Great Western Tiers, where the vast central
plateau falls abruptly to the
plains below that stretch beyond
Launceston.
There
is
some
incredible
potential
here.
Massive
sheer-sided
buttresses
some
exceeding
4,500
A.S.L:
thrust out onto the plains. Many
times the sky had overdeveloped
by midday.
The main enemies down here are
a lower cloud base (we found it
to be around 6,000 ft. A.S.L.)
prevailing westerlies, and most
frustrating of all, lack of vehicular access.
There were days
when Dean and I split hairs
watching cu's truck over huge,
inaccessible bluffs.
The weather cleared as a high
centred over the state.
Dave
took us south to Gaff's Hill, a
1,000 ft. A.S.L. sugar loaf, east
of the Great Western Tiers. I'd
flown
there before in bonejarring turbulence, finally being
forced down by an approaching
blizzard. This time I was conte nt
to film while the others flew.
It occurred to both Dean and I
prior to this trip, that either one
or both of us would have at
least one brush with the Reaper
before the trip was over. The
following day we set up on Mt.
franklin (3,000 A.S.L.) on the
southern tiers. The cycles were
weak but cu's were popping off
everywhere. I ran hard on takeoff, but was heavily rotored toward tall gums to the right.
I
was able to correct but then was
t?ro~n left.
Dean had stopped
fIlmIng as a crash was imminent.

~

He grabbed our dunny digger and
We explored more of the Tiers scroll and scrambled into the
for the next few days then back heath for a pre-flight bowel evacto Dave and Prue's for a barbie uation that drew every blowie
for miles. ·
and film night.
Dave suggested we have a crack I steadied Dean's kite precariousat Mt. Barrow, a 4,500 A.S.L. ly close to the edge as a light
dolomite mountain just east of cycle puffed up the face.
Launceston.
The Monaro, fuel
gauge at maximum sink, coughed "O.K. Stick, looks good!"
its way up the zig-zag goat
track to the summit where we Both wings level, he plunged over
set up on a pinnacle of rock the edge and scraped around in
over-,looking the sheer east face. sparse lift, finally hooking a good
Two massive eagles
Dean s turn to fly, so I set up thermal.
I thrashed
the cameras and tripod (no aerial kept him company.
work at t his hairy site), while the Monaro down the face, sendDean studied the gnarly face to ing the black snakes barrelling
Dean took another
the tumble of dolomite columns for cover.
core to base and trucked off
below.
west where his progress was halted by Launceston controlled air"Shit a brick!"
space.
I picked him up at a
roadside
paddock.
We
then
stopped in at nearby historic
Evandale for our 25th. Devonshire tea, then down to visit
friends at Koonya on the Tasmanian Peninsula. Eagle Hawk Neck
provided good late arvo waves
and a good vantage point from
which to view a potentially spec.
tacular coastal soaring site 1,500 ft. cliffs that plunge into
the ocean along an escarpment
that would rival Stanwell Park were it
not
for
the
Bulli,
absence of dry east sea breezes.
Heading north back to Dave's,
we chanced upon another good
surf at Marion Bay that had us
pinching ourselves should we be
dreaming.

God knows how, but I made it
out, through the trees with a
'chute-deploying heartbeat, only
We bade farewell to Dave and
to sink out to the land into a
Prue, making for Devonport via
herd of runny-nosed cattle.
______________________~~____~____~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~B==ak~e=r~'~s__~B:e:a:c~h__~o:n~~t~h:e~~c~e~n~t~r~al
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north coast for a gusty coastal
soar. It was then time to board
the shonky boat.

DC TOW LOAD and TOWING GEAR
Electronic towing tension meters -

Our
drive
back
to
Sydney
included 3 days at Buffalo which
offered fairly uneventful flying.
One windy day up on take-off,
we were (for want of a better
word) chatting with three j apanese pilots. Dean was trying to
suggest to them that they lay
down their gliders when a sudden
gust snatched them up, and sent
them skating over the granite
and Into the bush for a thorough
thrashing.
We drove through heavy bush fires
to reach Sydney on March 3rd.,
30 days after departure.
Dean took over 100 photos and
I shot 14 rolls of Super 8 - all
with very pleasing results. IronIcally some of the best aerial
footage was that of johanna. I
put It all together Into a 35 minute film, but sadly it, and
"Urban Flight" (an earlier effort)
were stolen from Dean's car
some months back, the consequences of which will be another
safari, next year.
Few other
countries offer the traveller the
rich landscape and freedom of
movement within, that Australia
does and there are few better
ways to enjoy it than hang gliding.

Deluxe:

$150

+

$5 P & p.

Economy:
$130
(no warning buzzer)

+

$5 P & p.

Towing Rope:
250 m. (about
800 ft.) rolls

$30.00 + freight

Leaders:
3 mt. long

$2.00 each + freight

Weak link
$6.00 each
rolls - makes 100's
Tow bridles
$27.50
large diameter, low
stretch cord with
"panic ·snap" release

+

+

freight

$2.50 p & p

NOW AVAILABLE TOTAL ENERGY (T.E.) PROBES
These can be fitted to your favourite vario Hummingbirds, Balls, Ruddick, Colver, etc. Yes,
we can do it!!! We can install an Irving Probe
to give you a highly accurate, total energy compensated, vario. Choice of mounting for probe either on top of Kinpost, or adjacent the va rio.
$60.00

+

$5.00 p & p

just send us the vario and we will install the
necessary bits.
Denis Cummings
Dights Crossing,
Singleton. 2330

or' phone:
(065) 72
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WHERE TO NOW REVISITED
By Mark Dennis
After writing my article,
("Where to Now?" jan. '86)
I have done some more
thinking. The reason I originally wrote that article
was because I felt that
hang glider design is beginnIng to stagnate, but I don't
think I really got that idea
across.
For possibly the first time
in the last fifteen odd
years, an Australian glider
manufacturer
is
selling
essentially the same glider
this 85/86 summer as was
sold in the 84/85 summer.
I look at this as an indicat-

ion that Moyes feel their
GTR 162 is near to the
pinnacle
of
performance
that a hang glider can
obtain within the limitations
of the present configuration.
From watching and
talking to other pilots there
seems to be little performance difference between it
and the Foil.
Each glider
has its own niceties and
nasties.
Since man was first dragged
out of the primaeval slime
by a flat kite, he has been
searching for better gliders.
Improvements in sink rate
and LID have been among
the most important consider-

ations for every new glider
manufactured. I think that
we are near a turning point
in
glider
design.
Most
pilots now agree that to
make a significant increase
in hang glider performance
we will have to get out of
the airflow and start using
control surfaces.
Is this
We
really what we want?
have to start thinking about
what we want to fly, and
indeed why we fly hang
gliders.
There are almost as many
ideas for new designs as
there are hang glider pilots.
If we persisted with most
of these ideas we will
eventually end up re-inventSKYSAILOR
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ing the Sailplane.
don't
know about you, but some
of the many reasons I enjoy
hang gliding are the freedom and simplicity of this
type of flying.
When I'm
flying in prone, I can't see
my wings. To turn left, I
just move left.
Basic!
If
we start getting out of the
wind and using control surfaces, I reckon it will take
away a lot of the appeal.
The
latest
hang
gliders
already
have
sink
rates
approaching that of sailplanes. Let's not make the
distinction between the two
types of aircraft any less.
believe
that
designers
should now concentrate on
improving the current crop
of GTR's and Foils in other
ways
than
performance.
Making them safer in stability.
It would be good to
know that we would be
hard pressed to tuck our
gliders.
A glider with a
quick set up time would be
a
definite
improvement.
Imagine getting to the hill,
it's on, glider off the car,
fold out the wings, stand up
the A-frame, hook in and
away.
Perhaps
if
short
curved battens were put
semi permanently in the
leading edge, it would hold
the mylar in shape. Then
with the present radial cut
technology, it could be possible to have thin cables
sewn into the sail, radiating from the root of the
wing to the L.E. 's and tips.
Along with straight fibreglass
battens
permanently
in the T.E. the sail could
be held flat.
This would
the glider
to be
allow
assembled and broken down
without
mucking
around
with
battens.
Other
improvements
could
be
increased roll authority by
transferring
weight
shift
more directly to the sail.
Lighter gliders with tight
wires.
Shorter
pack
up
lengths and no need for
packup
padding.
These
sorts of things should be
looked
into
to
maintain
present glider sales, rather
than relying on a small increase in performance to
sell a new model.
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In competitions, pilot skill
would decide the winner
without the added advantage of a better performing
glider.
If we keep using
competitions as the basis of
glider
development,
just
think what sort of footlaunchable
space
ships
will be developed.
Great
for flying big distances, but
well away from the hang
gliding we know and love.
Trying to develop hang gliders in any form other than
its present one will almost
certainly be covering ground
already researched by other
forms of flight, and will
result in something other
than a hang glider.

NEW PRODUCTS
Enterprise Wings is about
to release their new model,
the AERO.
Based on the
popular -Gyro 2, the AERO
has an enclosed crossbar for
better into-wind performance
and a wider useable speed
range whilst retaining the
Gyro's
light,
co-ordinated
control
responses.
An
adjustable crossbar tensioning system allows pilots to
pre-select sail settings from
very soft for early soaring
flights to tighter for increased
performance
as
their
experience
grows.
This should help stop pilots
"outgrowing"
their
glider
too quickly and will greatly
assist the transition onto
really high performance gliders like the Foil.
Whilst aimed mainly at the
intermediate
pilot,
Enterprise Wings sees the AERO
appealing to all fliers looking for a light (around 10
lbs.
lighter than current
double surface gliders), fun,
recreational
glider.
The
AERO is currently finishing
Certi fication procedures and
should be available from
April.

Finally, as the new rating
system
proposals
stagger
along, remember all you
P.R.4
and
P.R.5
pilots
especially, to log your flying hours or apparently you
may not be given your new
Advanced rating.(!)
AIRWAVES
Hi troops!
Yes it's your new Airwaves
editor finally putting pen to
paper. You may find some
irony in the name of this
column as I deal in Airwave
Magics (for those of you
with $3,000 to spend) as
well as being a partner in
Enterprise Wings.
I'll try
not
to
be
too
biased,
though with Magics winning
the '86 Aust. Nationals and
the
Lawrence
Hargreaves
comp., and the Foils cleaning up at Parkes, it's hard
not to be!
The competition at Parkes
highlighted
some
points
about inland thermal flying.
There was a rash of bad
landings and general misjudgments (like flying into a
group of dust devils at 150
feet) in the first few days.
I think that some pilots .
forget that conditions in
summer
can
be
mid
extremely rough and unforgiving, especially near the
ground.
There were too
many casual, low speed landing approaches for example,
resul ting in many broken
uprights as the glider was
dumped by turbulence with
no airspeed to help correct
the situation.

Incredible as it may seem,
N.S. W.H.G.A. still does not
have a president. Nominat- '
ions or requests to be
Numero Uno to be sent to
Vicki James,
10/84 Shirley Road,
Wollstonecraft, 2065.
Responsibilities include liasing and corresponding with
various bodies and being
contactable for quotes, radio
and film interviews, etc.
The Enterprise Wings Stanwell Park Weather phone-in
is finally in place and working, after a long saga with
Telecom. And the number
is (042) 94 2154
I repeat (042) 94 2154
and if you 'phone in the
next hour you'll win a free
plastic wok and rubber chopsticks.

Fly high, fly safe.
William White.

The following appeared in
Wings! some time ago but
seems very appropriate for
Australia:
HOBBY TIME
After aeons of being cursed
by those persistent little
pests, the household flies,
some inventive and manipulative freaks have finally
found a use for the buzzy
bastards.
Apparently
the
right fly can be a power
plant in the craziest little
aeroplane you ever saw!
Here's how••••••••

The towing competition also
showed that a reliable well
organized ground crew of
tow and retrieve drivers
was critical to ensure that
pilots got away each day.
There
is
nothing
more
frustrating than standing in
the heat and dust all day
watching the rest of the
field spiral away!

Fanatic Wayne Lee at Lennox Head N.S. W.
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First rush out to the garbage bin. The heat of summer should have brought a
busy flock of the little b
black devils to savour the
delights of your rubbish.
Catch the biggest, fattest
fly you can find, put him
in a small container, say a
pill box, and place him in
your fridge to chill. Then
prepare a small (v.small)
piece of balsa wood or
styrofoam strip. Fashion it
into a fuselage and at one
end of it glue a tiny vertical fin. Using another little
strip of · balsa, fashion a
leading edge spar to the
other end of the fuselage
strip. Then spread a tiny
piece of tissue or cellophane with which to make
an aerofoil wing. Glue the
front edge of the tissue to
the balsa spar.
Let this
assembly dry.
You should
now have a small D-shaped
wing with a tiny triangular
fin at the rear. Now put
some contact adhesive on
the front end of the fuselage strip.
Then remove
the fly from the fridge, he
may look dead, but don't
worry
because
he's
just
stiff from the cold which
makes it possible to dab a
tiny bit of adhesive on his
rear end and then glue him
to your aeroplane.
It'll take him a minute or
two to warm up and start
moving but then he'll try
to fly. After a few unsuccessful attempts he'll get
airborne, dragging the miniature plane.
The added
weight will tire him quickly
and then for the first time
in his short, little life he'll
find he can glide!
Some flies will really take
to gliding and in a short
time they'll adjust completely to their new lifestyle,
swooping about your rooms
in a dazzling display of flypowered
aerobatics!
But
we doubt that flies are
smart enough or sufficiently
showbiz
conscious
to
merit a round of applause.
Just reward them with a
good swatting.
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N.S.W. COMPETITION OFFICERS
REPORT
During 1985 great success was
achieved In the major competitions of the N.S.W. Championships,
Flatlands Competition and In minor competitions such as the Cooplacurripa Cub and · Byron Bay
Competition.
We all look forward to a continuance of this trend in 1986 as
competitions are
the learning
ground where the proficient pilot
can extend his abilities. Well
organised and well attended competitions lay the foundation for
the development and training of
our state and national teams.
You will read a more detailed
report of all the State ChampionAll should
ships in this issue.
note the invitation to state your
point of view with regard to the
N.S.W.
Championships,
also in
this issue.
I can't finish without giving particular mention to Paul Mollison
and the National Competitions
Committee for incredible developments in competition rules and
scoring formats;
Denis Cummings for his perseverance and
excellent organisation in a second
"Flatlands" success
and Craig
Worth and the Mid North Coast
Club who have "shown the way"
to what competition organisation
is about.
Bob Barnes.
N.S.W. Comps. Officer

N.S. W. CHAMPIONSHIPS

1986

Submissions, comments or applications to organise the above are
invited to be forwarded to:Bob Barnes,
N.S.W. Competitions Officer,
Lot 1 The Lakesway,
Pacific Palms. N.S. W. 2428
by 30th. June, 1986.
Enquiries: Phone (065) 54 0416

Nobby
Notas
Hello there, well the worst
didn't
happen
and
the
Nobby Club is still in existence.
The first meeting for the
month was held on the 3rd.
February as planned and the
elections were held.
The committee
follows:

is

now

as

President - Scott Tucker
Treasurer - Barry Edwards
Competition
Director - Jerry Furnell
The two important things
that happened at the meeting were the change of
dates for the meetings in
the future and also the
change of venue.
The meetings are now held
on the last Monday of the
month and they are at
73 Main Street,
Beenleigh.
With the small number of
members turning up for the
meetings it
was decided
that a private residence
would be better than the
PUb. Thre would be a lot
fewer distractions, no closing time, films etc. can be
shown more easily and it
would be a better atmosphere for those who wish
to pass on knowledge to the
fledgling pilots present.

SAHGA
Membership to the club is
$10.00 and can be paid to
Barry
our
Treasurer,
Edwards.
All the awards are still in
effect,
Ramsay
Cup,
Nobby Shield etc, and are
open
to
all
financial
members to participate in.
Geoff
Tulloch,
Les
McCrystal and myself have
already
begun
entering
flights so don't be left behind, pay your membership
and .then go for it. .
There seems to be quite a
dry spell weatherwise, in
S.E. Queensland at the moment which has been really
improving the flying conditions
for
Cross Country.
heard
reports
of
We've
exciting X-C flights from
Mt. Tamborine, Rosins Lookout, Widgee Mountain, The
Cecil Plains Towing Area
and there have even been
a few X-C excursions from
the old Nobby Hill itself.
I think 1986 is going to be
a good year for hang gliding in S.E. Queensland. The
pilots are keen and very
go-for-it, the weather is ccr
operating,
the
N.A.S.S.A.
banner,
although
slightly
ragged from a rough year
in '85, is still flying. And
to
further
disprove
the
prophets of doom in our
ranks that said club flying
was dead,
as well as the
Nobby Club continuing into
'86 another club has started
up on the Northside with
two dozen members already.
with this new
Hopefully
enthusiasm for the sport in
the area, hang gliding will
go forward this year in
leaps and bounds as well as
being lots of fun.
That's it for this month, I
should have a report on the
Killarney Fly-In in the next
Nobby Notes until then
Safe Soaring.
Biggles.

his 100 miles, Andrew Dawe,
Andrew Watson, Mark Bradbrook,
Fimeri,
Gary
Ross
Wilkinson,
Steve Blenkinsop and Tim Barden
also had flights in excess of 60
kms.
S.A. 100 MILERS
Steve Blenkinson
Dermot Meanery
Tim Barden
Paul Cleland
Drew Cooper
Paul Kelley

CROWEATERS' CORNER
january in S.A. was fairly uninspiring as far as long distance
X-C flights were concerned. The
mild weather did not produce
good hot days necessary for those
long high flights we dream of.
However, whilst the flying here
might have been mediocre it is
pleasing to see our pilots clean
up in the summer competitions
in Victora. Once again S.A. has
won the team trophy at the Nationals, thanks to the efforts of
pilots Steve Blenkinsop, Andy Watson, George Rambas and Gary
Fimeri.
Phil Flentje and Drew
Cooper both acquitted themselves
well in the X-C Classic as well.
Paul Cleland joined the ranks of
the S.A. 100 milers at last with
a flight in Victoria: from Buangor
to Pyramid Hill. Tim Barden, a
U.K. league pilot who has settled
in Adelaide, made a good impressIon by flying 240 kms. from III awarra to South of Renmark for
a state record and he must now
be a hot favourite for the Lake
View Trophy.
(Longest
flight
originating from the mid north).
This superb flight comes a close
second to his 270 kms. flight in
N.S.W.
Paul Kelley has also gained fame
by placing his name on S.A. 100milers' list with a flight from
Barn Hill on 9th. February.
The quality of pilots is seen to
be
steadily
Improving
as
evidenced by many pilots flying
regularly In excess of 50 kms.
The same weekend that Paul flew

139
141
150
103
106
102

miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles

S.A. STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Steve Blenklnsop has managed to
retain his title as State Champion and the coveted Blue Max
Trophy for 1985, despite hot
competition.
Phil Flentje and
Andy Watson occupied the next
two places. The 1986 State Championships will begin with the
first rounds being run at Easter
time.
BIRDMAN RALL Y
S.A.H.G.A. pilots once again took
out
the big
money at the
Channel 10 Birdman Rally on j anuary 27th.
Pat Finch flew his
biplane 42 metres for $500 and
Larry jones received $200 for a
flight of 37 metres in a cutdown Swift.
Garry Ninnes flew
23! metres in a jaguar and Brian
Lewis also managed to take out
some prize money.
Well done!
I believe that the next Birdman
Rally will not be held until 1988
so I suggest that pilots prepare
themselves now
we could
even make it a round of the
State Comps! with $10,000 first
prize I wouldn't mind wining that
round!
SITE WORK ON BARN HILL
S.A.H.G.A. is currently looking at
Improving access and gates on this
site which has produced
some
very good X-C flights and offers
a choice of takeoffs from S.S.E.
through S. to W.N.W. The owner
of the property is very tolerant
but would like to avoid overuse
of the site from damaging his
land.
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S.A.H.G.A. 1986 A.G.M.
This meeting will be held on the
4th. March and by the time you
read this the new executive will
already have been elected. . For
those people who wanted a position on the exec. - you're too
late!!
Do not despair however,
the executive has plenty of work
to delegate if you want it!

Congratulations. also to all those Evening meals will be availabll
Q'ld. pilots at Buffalo this year. as last year and breakfast an,
For such a large state, it is good sandwiches will be available b'
to see us getting together.
ordering the evening before.
.

With that thought in mind, I look Prize money will be $2,000 an(
forward to seeing many of you more. We hope to pay down t(
at Widgee.
10th. place to give everybody
go.
Fly High,
We also hope to have an airstriI
Jerry Furnell.
arranged so that we can tow or
N.E.
days when Widgee isn't on.
COMPETITION NEWS
THE NEW A.N.O.
So please ' bring your two gear,
trikes, etc.
With the promulgation of the new Yes, Widgee will be on this year.
A.N.O., sites within controlled airI would also like to notify all
space may now be flown legally. Dates: 28th. March to 6th. April.
hang gliding pilots that the RainPlease remember the requirement
of 300 A.G.L. and the necessity The competition will be open to bow Waters Caravan Park, Carlo
Road, Rainbow Beach is a contribof carrying a serviceable alti- all Hang 3,4 and 5, (special
utor to our competition.
Anymeter.
Hallet Cove is a site Section for 3), pilots with altimetbody
travelling
to
Rainbow
Beach
which we may be able to make er, parachute and radio (Channel
during the year will find the
use of provided we secure the 10/14 is needed - 27.125 Mhz).
Park very comfortable and cheappermission of The National Parks
er.
and D.O.A. to determine whether Entrance Fee will be $40.00
the site is withing 16 kms. of
See you there,
Adelaide Airport.
Pilots will be limited to 60 so
all pilots intending to fly may
Lyn Freeman.
send their entry fee to:

HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION
' - -_ _- - ' - '

BOll 2 12 MO~NINGSIOE SFIISBANE

a

I am pleased to announce the
following
new
position
on
the Q.H.G.A. Committee.
Lyn
Freeman is our fund raising officer.
Jack Freeman is competition
co-ordinator.
Henk
van
Raalte is D.O.A. representative.
Tony Gordon is media representative.

Camping is available to everybody at the Widgee show grounds
there are showers and septic toilets.
People wishing to stay in
Gympie 24 kms. away will find
the Freemason Hotel comfortable
where the prize-giving is to be
held.
The Freemasons Hotel is
a contributor to the competition.

Also the South East Queensland
Titles, will be held in conjunction with the Widgee Open but on
the week ends of 29, 30 and 31
March and 5 and 6 April. Towing may be called. (Yet to be
decided).
For further details 'phone:
(07) 399 6108

the members of
to thank these
time and 11m
help to make
active associat-

Unfortunately Kathy has resigned
as State Secretary and I would
like written applications for this
position no later than 30 April,
1986.
On to other news.
I'd like to
congratulate Mark Newlands on
his 212 mile flight at the flatlands over Xmas. It is excellent
to see Q'ld. pilots doing so well.

SKYSAILOR

Friday 28th. March is a practice
day.

411 C

Hello Everyone,

On behalf of all
Q.H.G.A. I'd like
people for their
sure they will
Q.H.G.A. a more
ion for all.

Please Note!

The Treasurer,
Q.H.G.A.,
Barry Edwards,
41 Gladewood Drive,
Daisy Hill. Bris. 4128
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MT. COLE REGION
HANG GLIDING NEWS
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT
NOTICE
It has just come to my attention
through representatives of the
Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands that the whole
area
containing
Mt.
Buangor,
Cave Hill, and the three Ben
Nevis sites have now been classified as National Park by the Land
Conservation Council of Victoria.
Mt. Langi Gheran has
classified some time ago.
Victorian Hang Gliding
ion members have been
contribute constructive
the future plans and
this hang gliding region.

already

Associatasked to
ideas for
usage of

"Buffalo" Chip Henley(arrowed) demonstrates
his simian skills during the Victorian section
of the National Tree-Landing Championships.

I will need any constructive ideas
as soon as possible, as the association must submit a five year
plan for development, improvement and expected usage of all
sites within the region.
Please
to :

forward

them

in

may be the only site affected by
the dedication of the new National Park. Pilots who are considering flying In the area, and are unclear as to their rights and obligwriting ations are advised to contact Ian
9'Neill for details.

Ian O'Neill,
9 Bavenoch St.,

Blackburn. Vic. 3130
Or
pass
any
information
V.H.G.A. committee members.

to

Regards,
Ian O'Neill.
NOTE:
Since this was written, there
have been some contrary reports
concerning the status of the area
encompassing Mt. Buangor, Cave
HIll and Ben Nevis.
It now
seems that Mt. Langi Gheran

MT. COLE REGION
HANG GLIDING NEWS
RECENT LAND OWNER
PROBLEMS
Since arriving back in the region
after the Classic and the Nationals it seems that we Victorians
may have to take major steps to
secure the future of our rare and
valuable sites.
Recently I have
put a lot of time to produce a
site
report containing general
rules and information for "all"
pilots to observe.

Circulation of the report has
been difficult but excuses from
pilots will not be tolerated, particularly when they have been in
the region for some period of
' time.
It
seems
that
"international"
pilots recently visitng the area
have neglected to observe certain rules pertaining to the use
of private property.
We would
appreciate everybody's co-operation in keeping these sites (pen
by doing the right thing.
The
language barrier is no excuse or
In other words - "I do not understand English"!)
It may be necessary to "register"

all International pilots who come
to fly our area to ensure they
understand the sensitivity of our
Sites, before they fly in future.
Regards,
Ian O'Neill.
SKYSAILOR
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MT. COLE STATE FOREST
REGION

Use of Private Property:
1.

HANG GLIDING SITE RULES
Sites:

Mt. Ben Nevis
Mt. Buangor
Mt. Langi Ghiran
Elmhurst Ridge
Cave Hill
GENERAL RULES

Use of Sites:
1.

3.

4.

5.

Do not land in
prohibited areas!

4.

Do not climb over fences!

5.

Use gates where possible and
make sure they are closed on
exit.

Mt. Langi Ghiran - 4 wheel
drive access only.
8.

1.

2.

to
be
and/or

9.

Observe general meteorological
conditions
considered
safe for flying at all sites.
During

Summer 10.

4.

1.)

designated 2.)

Do not land in cereal crops.

The "No Smoking on Site"
rule to be observed during 1.
the fire danger period.
2.
This applies not only to all
sites but also
to landing 3.
areas within flying distance.
Pilots to assist C. F .A. in
fire prevention by reporting
outbreaks via e.B. 27 Mkz. 5.
or UHF.FM.

3.

6.

Use
good
public relations
when in contact with land
owners
and
pay
for
all 7.
'phone
calls
and
vehicle
assistance.

Mt. Ben Nevis
053 53 7319
N/E Site
(julian Kaye)
(Under Negotiation)
Mt. Buangor:

053 54 3236
(Kevin Wilde)

Mt. Langi Ghiran: 053 54 3207
(Don F'ratin)
Elmhurst Ridge:

053 53 7219
(Ted Moore)

Cave Hill

V.H.G.A. Representatives:
Contact land . owners when
using sites adjacent to their Ian O'Neill:
03 877 1440 (a.h.)
properties.
03 727 8200 (bus.)

Police:

053 52 2233

Ambulance:

008 01 5122

Ararat Hospital:

053 52 2221

State Emergency
Service:

053 52 1933

Country Fire
Authority:

053 52 2565

Beaufort Forest
Commission:
(Bill Topp)

(A total ban on using landing 7.
zones around mountains may
occure if fires are in the
local region.
This will be
announced if the situation
occurs!)

R.A.e.V.
(Laurie Turner)
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053 53 7260
(Bill Murray)

Warrak

Beware of power lines
5.
many are hidden by trees
near farmhouses.

Possible cancellation of hang 6.
gliding activities due to bushfires in region.

SKYSAILOR

Mt. Ben Nevis
Estate:

053 54 5504

053 53 9222
(Neil Price)

Do not land in heavily stocked
paddocks
especially 4.
those containing horses.

Definitely "No Hang Gliding"
on days of "Total Fire Ban".
Emergency 'Phone Numbers:

4.
3.

Buangor Hotel

3.

Limit the number of vehicles
using
access
roads
where 7.
possible.

Fire
Danger
Period:

1.

Temporary bans on landing
in private property to be Land Owners:
observed where 1;lpplicable!

Travel on main access roads
only.

Litter
and
refuse
removed
by
pilots
crews.

zones

2.

6.
2.

Land
in
designated
where applicable!

Main Contact Number for Pilot:
And Crews:

053 49 2404
053 54 5525

e.B. Radio 27 Mhz. Channel
1 (Aust.) UHF FM Channel
1.

Evan Jones:

052 61 2580 (a.h.)
052 21 4938 (bus.)

act

FOIL 165 (P.R. 4)

MAGIC III 155 (P.R.4)
Surfcote sail, green L.E. and blue M.S.
speed bar, etc.
Very good glider
easy to fly, performs well.
$1,650.00

Green and white U.S. and black L.E. in
excellent condition, four months old.
$1,800.00
Phone: Frank (042) 84 2299

Phone: Diana (062) 48 5215

PROBE II 175 (P.R.3)

THE WORKS 1 155 FOIL (P.R.4) + HARNESS
+ CHUTE

and
Yellow
Urgent sale.
$1 ,000

Red L.E. and Rainbow U.S. with speed
bar and airofoil KP + Moyes backpack
harness (5'8").
Both two months old
and in immaculate condition.
Plus PA
chute (unused) and helmet.
All together $2,000.001 Pilot earthbound.

V.B. ,

blue,

speedbar.

offers considered

Phone: Steve Rooney (02) 235 4596 (bus)
(02) 412 4191 (a.h)
STOLEN FROM VEHICLE
Whilst in Sydney on January 16th.
My
"Ball" 620H variometer (with scale to
1,500 f.p.m.) and "ventimeter" type
airspeed indicator in small brown bag,
plus another "Hummingbird" variometer
(latest V. E. model) with "Hall" airspeed indicator and also a "Realistic"
5 watt (20 ft. increments) stolen as
well as a log book.

Phone: ( 062) 54 8341 ( home)
(062) 46 4741 (work)

nsw
MOYES MARS 170 (P.R.1)
Red, white and blue. Excellent condition. Pilot going overseas.
$1 ,380.00 O.N .0.

A reward is offered for any information regarding the whereabouts of our
flying instruments.

Phone: Pete (02) 708 1543
Contact Brian Rushton or Mark
at Byron Bay on (066) 84 7328

MARS 1 70 (P • R. 1 )
Good condition.
Test fly at Forresters Beach.
$1,100.
Cocoon harness.
Suite 5'7" pilot - $100.00
Phone:

Gary (043) 84 6556

MOYES MEGA III (METEOR) (P.R.3)
Excellent condition, great X-C glider.
$500.00
MOYES COCOON also available $150.00
Phone:

RADIO:
'85 model Pearce-Simpson
Hand Held
C.B. 5 w. 40 channel - incl. 3 aerials
Battery charger and nicads.
Hardly
used.
$130.00
Phone: Dave (066) 55 4161
PARACHUTES
HARNESS
Incl.

Justin Smith (049) 88 6146 (h)
(049) 87 3211 (w)

Thomas

Phone:

foot

AUSTRALIA

BLACK

stirrup
$60.00

good

APRON

condition

Dave (066) 55 4161

MARS 170
MOYES MARS 170 (P.R.1)
Good condition.
Beach. - $1,100
COCOON HARNESS
$100.00

Test

fly

suite

Forresters

5'7"

Orange and
Flies well.

green.

Good

condition.

$900.00

pilot
Phone:

Brian (042) 94 2488

Phone: Gary (043) 84 6556
SKYSAILOR
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GYRO 180 (P.R.1)
Rainbow and white, top and bottom.
A1
condition, including spare upright and
inbuilt aerial.
The perfect beginner's kite.
$1,250.00

Engine comes with proven Cuyuna electronic ignition and axial fan cooling.
Most compact and powerful engine package available today. Will guarantee.
$1,590.00

Phone: Peter Hansen (049) 71 2330
GT 1 70 (P. R. 3 )
Orange
sail.

L.E.

Yellow U.S.

White

main-

Harry (042) 96 7796

INSTRUMENTS:
BALL

651

RUDDOCK

-

as

new

$500
$750)

Phone:

Rod Birrell (03) 439 6083 (a.h)

ASCENDER II ULTRALIGHT AIRCRAFT

$1,000.00
Phone:

BRAND NEW - 42 h.p. CUYUNA TWIN CARBIE
ENGINE WITH PLANETARY GEARBOX

(new

retail

top of the range $550
retail $695)

(new

Phone: Alan Tolley (042) 94 2940 (a.h.)

Brand new, Test flown only.
Comes with Cuyuna UL1102 engine and
multi colour sail.
A proven cross
country performer with forgiving flying characteristics.
Flight training
available if required.
Aircraft legal
A.N.O. 95.10 design. Urgent sale.
Only $4,300.00 O.N.O.
(normal price $6,900)
Phone: Rod Birrell (03) 439 6083 (a.h)
MOYES MARS 170 (P.R.1)

FOIL 165 (P.R.4) - 3 months old
Tempercoat leading edge - $1 ,800

Red L.E., orange, white T.E. Excellent
condition.
$1,150.000.N.O.

FOIL 155 (P.R.4) - 3 months old $1,800

Phone: Geoff (03) 660 2761

(bus.)

FOIL 165 (P.R.4) - 2 months old
Tempercoat leading edge -

$1,800

PROBE II 175 (P.R.3)
Immaculate

$1 ,200

PROBE II 175 (P.R3)
Rainbow -

$1 ,000

Good condition,
well
looked after.
Red, black and white panels.
The time
has come to move on.
$750.00 O.N.O.

PROBE II 175 (P.R.3)
Green/black -

$1,000

AlsoMOYES BACKPACK HARNESS

FOIL 165 (P.R.4)
Compo glider - silver L.E. rainbow U.S.
Aerofoil uprights and kingpost. $1,900
(new retail $2,500)
SABRE 177 (P.R.4)
Immaculate
All gliders checked
Enterprise Wings.
Contact

SKYTREK BANDIT (P.R.1)

Suit 178 cm.
$150.00
Phone: Tony Klemm - (Geelong)
(052) 47 1392 (b.h.)
(052) 44 1587 (a.h.)

$1,200
and

serviced

Alan Tolley or Mark Mi tsos
(042) 94 2052

by

qld

-

MOYES GTR 148 (P.R.4)
Dark
V.G.
with
Very
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blue L.E. light blue undersurface,
speedbar.
An excellent performer
any pilot weight to 11 1 /2 stone.
good condition.
$1,800 O.N.O.

Plus,
MOYES MARS 150 (P.R.1)
Lime green and yellow. Floating X-Bar
Low hours.
Good
condition.
Also
small helmet.
$1 ,200 O.N .0.
Phone: Marie (07) 349 5853
MOYES GT 170 (P.R.3)
Blue Leading edge and undersurface.
White mainsail, red keel pocket. Good
flyer. Good condition.
$900.00 O.N.O.

I':1DRE

~srn

MOYES GT 170 (P.R.3) Trained not to
baulk at fences. Sli ghtly scarred but
superb soarer still. With power steering
(french connection), spare uprights,
hand f~irings.
$1100o.n.o.
plus P.A. COCOON HARNESS Suit 6'
approx. With P.A 'chute. Never used
(thank god), regularly repacked. $400.
steve: (02) 868 4878

Phone: Wayne (075) 58 4267
MOYES MARS 170 (P.R.1) '85 MODEL
Pink mainsail.
Yellow LIE and u/s
Black keel pocket.
Comes with P.A.
para. harness, Mylar and spare upright
Excellent condition.
$1,500.00
Phone: Joanne (07) 377 9383 (work)
(07) 375 3523 (home)

sa
MOYES GT 170 (P.R.3)
Gold leading edge.
Green undersurface.
All remaining white. Average
condition. Selling for owner who has
gone home to Switzerland.
$750.00

MOYES MEGA 190 (P.R.1) Sure it may
look like a Cronulla jersey stretched
ov~r a Hills Hoist, but this gentle
giant is the ideal choice for pilots
of substance. Be the first on your
block to collect the whole set.
Rolfus Erroneous Submarinus:
.f, 700 (ono)
(02) 735 212 A.H
P.A. COCOON HARNESS with 'chute.
Small size, good condition. $400.
Liz Coby (042) 671880 B.H.

AERIAL TECHNICS
HANG GLIDING SCHOOL

No. V.B.
Also available one double
- new condition
$100.00

connection

One Moyes back pack harness, red in
colour, suit pilot 5' 7" - good condi tion.
$150.00
Phone: Ken Hill (085) 24 4395

wa
MARS 1 70 (P • R. 1 )
White and pink.
First to see will
buy. Mylar inserts and back pack harness
included.
Less
than
fifteen
hours airtime.
Pilot going overseas.
$1,400.00
Phone:

42 STANWELL AVE.
STANWELL PARK, 2509.

PH (042) 942545.

Mark (09) 447 8963
SKYSAILOR
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After a competition total of 14,500 kilometres of crosscountry flying, Allan Daniel wins, Guy Hubbard is 2nd and
Carl Braden 3rd, flying stock standard Foils (not tweaked:out "competition specials") to beat 52 other pilots. Don
Sallustio also took out the PR3 division on a Foil.
Congratulations, boys!
Contact your nearest Enterprise Wings dealer or the factory
for a test fly.

Enterprise Wings
1/189 PARKES ST, HELENSBURGH, 2508 • PH. (042) 94-2052
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