AIRBORNE WINDSPORTS Pty. Ltd.
Unit 12/30 Kalaroo Road, REDHEAD, NSW, 2290.
Phone (049) 499072
Fax (049) 499395

GLIDERS
THE AERO

AERO 170
SECONDHAND

Our latest Intermediate
glider suitable for
ooastal and Inland flying

Grey LE & light blue US
as new condition
Mollo's GTR 162 Blue LE
fluoro Orange US dacron
powerweave TE

$2760.00
$2500.00
$1900.00
will freight
anywhere

PARAGLIDERS
Rated In the top
ten In Europe

By Condor. 9 or 10 oell
battened leading edge.
A Proven all rounder. For
ooastal and Inland flying

HARNESS

Comfort seated type

CARRY BAG

Baokpaok Style

EDEL

$2160.00
$148.00
$148.00

ACCESSORIES
INSTRUMENTS

Sjostrom
Varlo / Altimeter

$740.00

EMERGENCY
PARACHUTES

Condor 28. Deployment
Time 2 seoonds

$460.00

HELMETS

All White
10 Siz es (em). Certified

$65.00

SILVA
COMPASS

One of the best f.or
erosseountry navigation.

$170.00

TRAINING
WHEELS

Suitable for sand
or grass

$70.00

CAMERA
MOUNTS

Wing Mount.
Velcro attaohment.

$52.00

FOR ALL YOUR HANG GLIDING, PARAGLIDING AND TRIKING NEEDS.
SALES and TUITION
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CLU BS

Skysailor appears 12 times per year as a service
to members. For non-members living in
Australia the subscription is Aus. $48 pa. Overseas magazine subscription is Aus. $65 (sent
SAL). Cheques should be made payable 10 and
sent to HGFA.
Contributions are needed. Articles,
photographs and illust rations are all acceptable
although the editor reserves the right to edit or
delete contributions where necessary.
Articles of unknown origin will NOT be
pub-Ii shed and all contribu tions should be
accompanied by the contributor's name, address
and HGFA number for verifi cation purposes.
Neither HGFA nor the editor assume
responsibility for the material or opinions
presented in Skysailor.
Copyright in Skysailor is vested in the HGFA.
Copyright in articles and other contrib utions is
vested in each of the authors in respect o f their
contribution.

DEADLINE
15th of the month for contributions, market
place etc.

ADVERTISING
Advertising rates are available from the Edito .
A ll ads m ust be paid in adva nce.
Layou t, separations and extra work incur
additional cost.

HGFA ADDRESSES
All correspondence, incl uding membership
re newals, short term memberships, rating forms
and ot her ad ministrative matters should be se nt
to:
HANG GLID ING FED. OF AUSTRALIA
SPORTS HOUSE
508/161 GLOUCESTER STREET
SYDNEY 2000
Tel (02) 251 2704.

PRESIDENT
Phi l Mat hewson
Ph (02) 5608773 AH

STATE ASSOCIATIONS
For information about ratings,
sites and other local matters,
contact the appropriate state
association or club.
NSWHGA Inc (address as for HGFA)
Sec. Ben Leonard (02) 6218819 H

Marie Jeffery
PO Box 401
ALSTONVILLE 2477
Ph (066) 281991 BH & AH
Fax: (066) 281988

Cairns HG
Club (Old)
Nev Akers
(070) 512438 W
Warwick Gill
(070) 537768 H

North East Victorian
HG Club Inc
Tony Dennis
(060) 561654

South Coast HG
Club (NSW)
Meetings: Shellharbour pub 1st Wed.
of month. Contact
Harry Docki ng
(042)967796 H or
(042)564388 W

Capricorn Skyriders
Cl ub
Marcus Cooper
Rockhampton
(079) 274366 W
Shane Newell
Yeppoon
(079) 393769

OHGA Inc
PO Box 1319
Springwood 4127
Pres. Dave Marsh
(07) 8242508 or
Pager (07) 8348858

Vi c. HGA
PO Box 400
Prahran 3181
Sec. John Hanna
(03) 5985835 H

HGAWA
PO Box 82
So uth Pert h 6151
Sec. Danny Byrne
(09) 387360

Stanwell Park Club
Byron Bay HG Club
Pres. Tony Armstrong Pres. Greg Wilson
(042) 942584
(066) 280356
Sec. Ian Hird
(066) 847328

SAHGA
I Stun SI
Adelaide 5000
Sec. Rob Woodward
(08) 2130600

TasHGA
28 Benwerrin Court
Norwood 7250
Sec. Steve Richards
(003) 447101 H

Northern Beaches
HG Club (Sydney)
Rowa n Watkins
(02) 4282045

Sunshine Coast HG
Cl ub (Old)
Murray Williamson
(071) 459353

Newcastle HG Club Kosciusko Alpine
Pres. Chris Bra ndon Paragliding Cl ub
(049) 499072
Pres. Joe Ippolito
Sec. Si mon Plint
t 064) 576112
(049) 485401

Keep the articles coming!!

We will give $50 per month fo r
the best black and white cover
photo sent in.
All photos will be sent back if
requested. Please supply a
stamped, self addressed
envelope for their return.

CONTENTS

All Skysailor contributions
should be sent to:

Mid North Coast HG
Assoc (NSW)
Lee SCOII
(065) 569692
Joe SCOII
(065) 650042

ACTHGA
PO Box 3496
Manuka 2603
Sec. Anthony Gerrard
(062) 822464 H

ADM INISTRATOR
Steve Hocki ng
(02) 2512704 BH

SKYSAILOR
CONTRIBUTIONS

Nobby Area Sky
Sailing Club (Bris.)
Pres. Hank Van
Raalte
(075) 463021
Sec. Gary Davie

Ce ntral Coast HG
C1ub(NSW)
PO Box 280
The Entrance
Gary Morphett
(043)846556

CREDITS
Cartoons

Neil Mersham

Printers

Quality Plus,
Ballina

Typsetting &
Layout
Marie Jeffery

Letters to Editor

5

89 Convention

7

Japan Ladies Comp

11

COVER PHOTO

Drew's World Record

15

Marc Hanssens flying the East
Face at Byron Bay

89 Flatlands

21

Photo by Rod Bernard
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Editor's Corner
Another issue off to the press! I omitted to name the pilot on September's cover. It was Mark Newland and the photo was
taken at the World Championships in Fiesch by David Bolliger. Sorry about that!! Also credit must go to Neil Mersham
for his sketch which headed the Fiesch article. Well done Neil and thank you.
I'd like to thank those responsible for the articles which are coming in. Please don 't be upset if you don 't see your article
the very next month . If your article is of a good standard it will be used . I anticipate that the number of contributions will
be erratic and that in some of the leaner months, I'll be able to select from the stockpile!
I would like to see more photos taken with the cover in mind . We need photos that are taken with a vertical aspect , either
colour photos or black and white can be used . Transparencies can be used but the printer doesn't believe the final finish
will be as good . All photos will be returned. Please send a stamped self-addressed envelope with them .
Unfortunately, I have used the few cartoons which I inherited with this job, so I'd like to get some new material from our
gifted cartoonists out there.
As committee members, some of you send in regular material for Skysailor. If you have access to an IBM compatible
computer, you may wish to send me a floppy disk with your article. This can be returned to you, and would certainly save
me all that extra typing. Text saved in any of the following formats can be used: ASCII , Wordstar 3, MS-Word , WordPerfect
and WP5 , XY Write, Writer, Multimate, WS 4.0/5.0.
Here's to a top summer of flying!

Marie

Peter Muffet
October 1989
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Shephards Hill by Michael Cotts

mean a membership of 2196. It is
important to point out that these
figures all refer to full members only.
Short term member numbers have
remained relatively static over this
period . Clearly there is something
very wrong with Phil's calculations and
his extrapolations on these are just
wishful thinking . I certainly hope he is
a little more careful in his dealings with
CAA, ASC, SAAC, etc .
Anyway, congratulations Russell , on a
fine article. I hope that it provokes
further discussion and I trust that,
under our new editor, this discussion
will be given a fair go.
Blue Skies,
Chris South
Dear Marie
The purpose of this letter is to comment on the excellent article "Fatality"
by Russell Griffiths which appeared in
the August issue. It is a great pity that
such a perceptive and thought provoking piece of prose should have
to undergo the indignity of having one
of Phil Mathewson 's fatuous interjections tacked onto the end. But more
of that later.
In his article, Russell points out in no
uncertain terms that the reluctance of
the administration and many senior
pilots to consider the needs of new
pilots could easily result in the demise
of the sport. I took a similar line in my
editorial to the July 1985 issue of
SKYSAILOR . My experience of establishing the Northern Beaches Hang
Gliding Club during 1984 had already
proven to me that a healthy and well
coordinated network of local clubs was
the best way of providing a bridge over
the "post school gap". It is encouraging to see that the pilots of North Eastern Victoria have now taken the
example of the Northern Beaches Club
and I wish them well .
But now, back to the dag end of the
article. Phil claims that there are now
1600 full members in HGFA, and that
this represents an increase of 10% p.a.
over the past four years. According to
the Treasurer's report for the year
1983, published in the October 1984
issue of SKYSAILOR, the 1983 membership was 1358. In his editorial to
the April 1985 issue , Martyn Yeomans
puts the membership at 1500. An increase of 10% p.a. for the four years
from April 1985 to April 1989 would

Dear Marie
It was with disappointment that I read
the August SKYSAI LOR to find the only
mention of the World Championships
to be a very ambiguous and misleading advertisement from Moyes Delta
Gliders P/L.
Hopefully this issue of SKYSAILOR will
clear up the confusion many readers
expressed to me on seeing the Moyes
ad .
Although I give full credit to
Moyes for producing a very competitive glider, the glider I flew and the
glider that won the individual competition was not an X-S o
Most importantly though, I would like
to make it very clear that the Australian
team in Fiesch did not consist of just
the four pilots mentioned in the advertisement. The ground support from
the rest of the team members, Carl
Braden, Rick Duncan, Russell Duncan, Neil Mersham and especially Ian
Jarman as coach/manager was invaluable. Their contribution was all as
important as those of us flying the
finals , and for that matter, what glider
we happened to fly .
Aside from this, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the host of other
Australians that fed the team, drove for
us, lent and repaired gear, ran erands
and generally lent behind the scenes
support. Without wanting to offend
those I miss out, those that contributed
to our success included Phil , Dave,
Stephanie, Mellissa, Sonja, Kim , Jane
and of course Bill and Molly.
This begins to sound like an Academy
Award speech I know, but the lack of

mention of sponsors is a concern we
should have. On behalf of the team , I
would like to thank the Brewers of
Swan Light for picking up the tab for
the airfares , accommodation and
entry fee , and Quicksilver for supplying the official team uniform and some
very effective flying suits.
Personally I would like to thank
S.A.H .G.A. for some financial support
in a time of need . Sjostrom instruments
for the variometer I used . Moyes P/L
Future
for supplying a harness.
Wings and Airwave Gliders for providing the Magic Kiss waiting to even the
score in Brazil.
Steve B.
Dear Ed,
Firstly I would like to say that even
though I went cold turkey during May,
I really enjoy my monthly "Skysailor" fix
and I reckon you do a pretty good job.
(Does that get my letter in?)
Anyway, I'd like to report on an incident that took place on 24th April this
year.
Two friends of mine and I were doing
a "Southwest coast Safari" (we were
flying , my brother was also with us
doing some surfing) . We started at
Joanna with a sled-ride each to the
beach where my brother was looking
rather apprehensively at the 10-12 ft
swells smashing over the reef. He
chickened out and we didn 't think the
wind would improve so we packed up
and headed east at about 11 am . We
finally arrived at Spion Kop at about
2.30pm - 3.00pm, greeted by a SSW
wind at about 20 knots. Feverish excitement gripped our throats and noone spoke until all 3 gliders were
pre-flighted and ready .
After about 1.5 hours of dream flying ,
with the two Mars maxing-out at about
300-350 ft and James' Aero going a bit
higher I suddenly noticed a rather
severe hissing noise.
No I hadn't picked up a snake while
taking my pre-flight leak. Right in front
of me and about 50 ft below in altitude
was a RAAF jet half way through a
barrel roll.
As I was a little stunned by this blatant
act of showing off, I didn 't get time to
concentrate on the type of jet and instead resorted to staring at it, as it
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disappeared around the lighthouse at
Airey's Inlet.
While I was thinking about what type it
was, the second jet came through
about 5-10 second behind his mate.
Well that's what the others told me, I
was still watching the first one head
toward Anglesea . Apparently the
second guy waved as he went past.
After screaming at each other we flew
around for about another half an hour,
getting high on exhaust vapours, but
apart from a slight jolt the close encounter proved safe.
After landing, my brother, who had
been "out the back" of the surf just
below take-off told us the jets had
passed between his vertical line of
sight and the cliff. See July Skysailor
for aerial view of Spion Kop looking
towards the lighthouse. We were
hovering about half way between the
road and the cliff top. I'd estimate the
jets to have been 50 m or less (150-160
ft) away at the closest point.
Anyway if there 's anyone out there in
the RAAF or in contact could you pass
the word around, I'd love to have a
lager or two talking with the two pilots
and hear about what they saw, and
whether or not they had missile lock on
us!
Daryl Speight
46 Bennett St
Alphington VIC 3078
Dear Ed
Just a quick letter, written in an attempt
to alleviate the apparent shortage of
reading material for Skysailor.
I'd firstly like to applaud the efforts of
Kevin Mitchell and Allan Daniel with
regard to their 20th century approach
to innovative glider design. To coin a
cliche "we have the technology, we can

Fritz Gewerth flying at Albany W.A. photo by Rob Berndes
rebuild them". Maintain you angle of
attack fell as, it looks good to me.
Secondly, the continuing saga of the
"foot blender" or powered hang glider.
Lets not adopt the ostrich syndrome
on this matter, "they are a reality". We
don 't all live near ideal sites, nor do we
wish to exist in a state of perpetual
frustration . However we do all-wantto-fly.
I'm not advocating recklessness or irresponsibility with motorized , flex wing
devices but it they are manufactured
responsibly and/or professionally, I
see no reason why, under a special
classification , HGFA hang glider pilots
can't get off the ground with the aid of
a motor.
Its all hang gliding to me!
That 's life,
I'm Heat Wattagan
Push out
Peter Wilson, 15499

Apco Aviation Ltd
The leading manufacturer in Europe seeks to establish a Dis~ri.butor-Dea~e~
Network in Australia for its products in the fields of Hang gilding, Paragliding,
Emergency systems and accessories:
Santana and Nimbus award winning Hang gliders , MayDay Emergency .~ystems
(over 5000 sold, dozens of docume~ted life savi~~s), Dream and Hilite (CX)
Paragliders - winners in most international competitions.

':!:;i: ~~;bt:nS;;ON il~j3
LEVEL 1 COACHING
COURSE
Run by Department of Sport &
Recreation on 18th October.
In Sydney contact Mark Madden
(02) 7422655 and in Newcastle contact Diane Hay (049) 261633 .
The Level 1 Coaching certificate is
one of the requirements for
instructors so these courses provide
the perfect opportunity to gain extra
skills for your instructor's rating .
The next Level 1 Coaching course
will not be held until next March 1990

ST JOHNS FIRST AID
COURSE
FOR NSW Instructors/prospective
instructors and interested hang
glider pilots. The course has been
specifically designed for hang gliding injuries.
Dates are 25, 26 and 27 October,
and is held only 20 minutes from
Stanwell Park.

All products carry full German Certification .
Enquiries to:
APCO Aviation Ltd .
Mail address:
P.O.B. 2124, Holon 58121 , Israel.
Tel:
972-53-334322
Fax:
972-53-619051
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Contact Ian Jarman on (048) 832044
or Tony Armstrong on (042) 942584

HGFA CONVENTION 1989
Sports House, Gloucester St, Sydney
3,4 & 5 August 1989
Workshops were conducted Friday and Saturday and the
Convention proper opened Sunday 10am
Present
NSW
OLD
WA
TAS
SA
VIC

Denis Clancy , Ian Hird
Richard Nevins, Dave Marsh
Kevin Walker, ??

?? ,??
Rob Woodward , ??
Mike Cohburn , Wes Hill

HGFA Phil Mathewson, Paul Mollison, Bernie Baer,
Denis Cummings, Steve Hocking
Plus
Ian Jarman, Gary Hazel , Tony Dennis, etc

10.1 That the Skysailor editor not be required to send the
magazine to the printer via the HGFA executive
Proposed : VIC, Seconded : ACT, Vote: Carried Unan.
10.2 That the STM booklet organised by VHGA be accepted , subject to future revision when necessary.
Proposed : VIC, Seconded: ACT, Vote: Carried Unan.
10.3 That NSW, OLD and ACT investigate and create a
new distribution of their members.
Proposed : OLD, Seconded : NSW, Vote: Carried Unan.
10.4 That NSW, Old and ACT prepare a new regional
structure to be circulated to HGFA and the member
states as soon as possible and that the new structure be
voted on at the 1990 annual HGFA convention.
Proposed : OLD , Seconded : NSW, Vote: Carried Unan.

10.5 That Old prepare a waiver for landowner indemnity
and submit it for evaluation to HGFA and member states
as soon as possible.
2
The minutes of the 1988 HGFA Convention were sub- Proposed : Old , Seconded : Vic, Vote: Carried Unan.
mitted and accepted
10.6 That NSW define tandem instruction as regards comProposed: VIC , Seconded : ACT, Vote: Carried Unan.
mercialisation, rating and insurance and submit to HGFA
and
member states as soon as possible.
Business arising from minutes.
3
Proposed
: NSW, Seconded : Old , Vote : Carried Unan.
??
Apologies for absence
Dick McWhinney, Brett Wright , Dave Heron

4
Acceptance of Executive Reports
as tabled
President
Administrator
as tabled
Treasurer
(tabled by admin. as no treasurer)
FAI Coordinator
??
Instructor Coordinator tabled
Safety Coordinator
??
5
Auditors Report
A pre-audit Income & Expenditure account and Balance
Sheet were presented as prepared by our auditors.
1990 Budget
6
An amended 1990 budget was tabled
7
Acceptance of Sub Committee Reports
Paragliding tabled a draft of the rating and instructor
scheme - final to follow
Powered Hang Gliding
as tabled
as tabled
CAC
Certification Committee
as tabled
8
State Reports were accepted as tabled
(SA, TAS , WA) others were verbal
9
Election of New Executive
President
Phil Mathewson
Treasurer
Denis Clancy
Bernie Baer
Secretary
FAI
Denis Cummings
Instructor Coordinator
Ian Jarman
National Safety Director
Ian Hird
Steve Hocking
Administrator
10

Special Business - Motions

10.7 That the National Coaching Director look into the
possibility of an Instructors association setting base rates
and standards.
Proposed : Old, Seconded : NSW, Vote : Carried Unan.
10.8 That the HGFA CIVL representative put a topic on the
agenda of the next CIVL meeting to discuss the standardisation of world certification standards.
Proposed : Old , Seconded: SA, Vote: Carried Unan.
10.9
That HGFA produce, maintain and fund a National
Site Directory.
Proposed : ACT, Seconded : Old , Vote: Carried Unan.
10.10 That SAHGA seeks a grant from HGFA for an
amount of $1500 for the purpose of employing an Administrator part-time for the period 1 July 89 to 30 June
90 .
Proposed : SA, Seconded : Old , Vote: Rejected , SA for,
Vic & Old abstain, NSW, TAS, ACT , WA against.
10.11 That the States have the choice of forwarding only
HGFA's portion of subscription fees instead of the
present system .
Proposed : SA, Seconded : Old , Vote: Carried , Tas
abstained , ACT against.
10.12 That HGFA develop a standardised accident
reporting procedure and collate National accident statistics.
Proposed : TA, Seconded : NSW, Vote: Carried Unan.
10.13 That all Short term memberships, instructors and
upgraded ratings be published in Skysailor to encourage
members to be financial and to support Skysailor.
Proposed : NSW, Seconded : VIC , Vote: Carried Unan.
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10.14 That HGFA investigate and prepare a standardised
lease proposal for hang gliding sites .
Proposed : NSW, Seconded : OLD , Vote: Carried Unan.
10.15 That the PHG committee be granted full authority to
implement the effective control of powered hang gliders
as required by the CAA. This authority to extend to the
setting of fees for servicing the needs of PHG pilots.
Proposed : NSW, Seconded : Old , Vote: Carried Unan.
10.16 That the fees for PHG pilots and HGFA services
relating to PHG 's be struck at a level that allows full cost
recovery.
Proposed: NSW, Seconded : Old , Vote : Carried Unan.
10.17 That the certification requirements as regards compliance plates be implemented on all new gliders sold in
Australia from 1st October 1989 and all manufacturers to
be notified of the requirements as soon as possible.
Proposed : NSW, Seconded : OLD , Vote: Carried Unan.
10.18 That the paragliding rating scheme as tabled at the
Convention in its preliminary form be accepted .
Proposed : ACT, Seconded : Old , Vote: Carried Unan.
10.19 That the APF Disciplinary Procedures Handbook in
principle be accepted for HGFA, and circulated to States
prior to ratification .
Proposed : ACT, Seconded : NSW, Vote : Carried Unan.
10.20 That the control of coaching and instruction be restored to the National (HGFA) level.
Proposed : VIC, Seconded: Old , Vote: Carried Unan.
10.21 That the evaluation of standards and the subsequent installation of them, including the proposal of
HGFA registered schools, be implemented as soon as
possible.
Proposed : Old , Seconded: NSW, Vote: Carried , SA
abstained .
One of THOSE landings!!
10.22 CAC
motions as
tabled be
accepted .
10.23 That
all the
tabled
material
and
minutes of
each Convention be
bound and
copies circulated to
each State
executive.
Proposed :
VIC ,
Seconded:
TAS , Vote:
Carried
Unan.
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10.24 That the National Coaching Director (NCO) be paid
an amount of $3000 for this financial year and that $8000
expenses be allocated and shared between the NCO and
the National Safety Director (NSD) on application to
HGFA.
Proposed : VIC, Seconded : Old , Vote: Carried Unan.
10.25 That the National Safety Director work within the
guidelines as defined in the National Safety System (J.
Walmsley Report).
Proposed : TAS, Seconded : NSW, Vote: Carried Unan.
10.26 That a specific fund , namely the HGFA Investment
Fund , be established with view to achieving financial independence for HGFA.
Proposed : NSW, Seconded : VIC , Vote: Carried Unan .
10.27 That any surplus up to $10 ,000 (or up to 7.5% of actual 89/90 income) be placed with the HGFA Investment
Fund.
Proposed : NSW, Seconded : TAS , Vote: Carried Unan.
10.28 That HGFA Fees per member rise by at least $15
per annum for the next two years and that $15 per
annum be allocated to the HGFA Investment Fund .
Proposed : NSW, Seconded : Old , Vote: Carried Unan.
10.29 That new members pay a "once-only" fee of $25 in
addition to the normal membership fee .
Proposed : NSW, Seconded : Old , Vote: Carried , SA
against, VIC abstained .
10.30 That, in explanation of motions 26, 27 , 28 and 29 to
the general membership, NSW prepare financial statement and explanation for Skysailor as soon as possible.
Proposed : NSW, Seconded : Old, Vote: Carried Unan.

CaMP TITiaN

CALE DAR

1989 SOUTH AUSTRALIA STATE
COMPS

Rounds
Rounds
Rounds
Rounds

1,2 & 30ctober 7,8 & 9
4 & 5 October 21 & 22
6 & 7 November 11 & 12
8 & 9 November 25 & 26

Entries : Mail entries to the NEVHGC,
PO BOX 687 WODONGA 3690
Entries close 22/12/89 (late entries
may be excepted)
Note 60 pilots max.
Prizes: Heaps of prizes just like last
year . Including the "DICK" award ,
"The no shit there I was award" and the
"Good buddy box award" to name a
few.
The Bogong Cup will be run on the
same format as last year. The number
one priority to have some good fun
Alpine flying in the relaxing surrounds
of Mt Beauty . The comp is open to
Intermediate pilots and is a great opportunity to gain competition experience in a friendly atmosphere .
The comp is based at the Bogong
Hotel and with the goal paddock over
the road , it is a great way to finish any
day. So if you want to get away from
it all come join us for the new year.
For further information on the competition or accommodation, please phone
Tony (060) 561654 or Russell (060)
213309

Venue - Bute Sportsground
Contact Ben Mayfield (08) 2977749
8 Narkunda St, Glandore 5037

1989 KILLARNEY CONVERGENCE
III - NSW STATE TITLES

Tony Dennis
for the NEVHGC Inc

SUMMER FLY-IN
MID NORTH COAST NEAR TAREE

Dates : 26/12/89 to 2/1/90
18 - 25 November with 26 November
as an emergency day
Contact Ian Hird (066) 847328

This comp is for Novice to Advanced ,
designed to gain airtime and skills.
Anyone welcome, for information on
accommodation etc contact Lee Scott
(065) 569692

THE BOGONG CUP/VICTORIAN
OPEN 89/90
1990 FORBES FLATLANDS

DATES .. 28/12/89 to 6/1/90
Hosted by the North East Victorian
Hang Gliding Club Inc
Details: cost $70 (plus a bond of $20
paid at the first day of competition and
refunded at the completion of the
comp)
Location : The competition will be conducted in the Mt Buffalo area, including Mt Emu & Mt Emu 2 (new take-off) ,
Tawonga Gap (new take-off) ,
Myrtleford Hill and Gundowring .
HGHQ the Bogong Hotel Tawonga

15 Jan to 24 Jan
Competition HQ - Hotel Vandenberg
(068) 522015
also for accommodation & meals
Nearest Caravan Parks - Lachlan View
Caravan Park (068) 521920
Apex Caravan Park (068) 521929
Entry fee $150 by 30th November
1989.
Late fee $20 thereafter (May be
reduced pending sponsorship discussions)
Over $2000 worth of prizes so far!
Information package with entry fee ,

containing town map, accommodation notes, directions to tow paddock,
etc.
Due to fixed organisational costs a
non-refundable entry fee component
of $30 has been set.
Pilots may telephone to register or enquire about accommodation, etc
As always the flatlands will be the most
airtime, longest flights, highest number of days flown and the best flying
any pilot will get all season, so start
your flying fitness program now!
SPONSOR 'S PRIZES
1)Sjostrom instruments
- vario/digital altimeter
2)Airborne Windsports
- Condor 28' backup parachute
- trike instruction course
3) Enterprise Wings
- $500 discount on new glider
4)Parachutes Aust
- Altimeter
5)Moyes Gliders
- Skywatch electronic ASI
The new tow paddock is 4 times bigger
than in previous years and practically
treeless (but plenty of shade around
the edge and the briefing area) . There
is room for over 15 tow strips, 2.5 km
long, in both N-S and E-W directions.
The paddock is only 12 kms from Forbes and HQ is a large old verandah
pub (similar to Killarney) where meals
will be available. This will provide a
focal point for pilots to "armwave" and
tell "how I almost tumbled" stories.
We anticipate that tow/pickup drivers
will be required for overseas pilots, and
there maybe Australian pilots without
teams. Payment would be negotiated
with team members but anyone willing
to drive can contact us so we can
co-ordinate drivers with pilots. Dennis
Cummings (North Coast Avionics 066
856287) is able to supply any tow
equipment. If you would like to drive
but have never towed anyone up
before, come and stay with us for a few
days before the Flatlands and we 'll
train you - show you the ropes!
Contact Len Paton (068) 523934 DH or
Jenny Ganderton (068) 537220 DH/AH
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6TH HIMALAYAN HANG GLIDING
OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP

the Hangra valley. Nobody lives here
but for a few , migratory tribals.

15th May to 24th May 1990

The spacious fields ploughed by the
Tibetans about 3 km from Sir serve as
the landing ground for pilots. Sheltered by the mountains, Bir a sizeable
village, and with some historical importance, is now well known for its Buddhist monasteries and Tibetan
handicrafts.

The Himachal Pradesh Tourism
Development Corporation Limited (HP
TDC) will organise the 6th Himalayan
Hang Gliding Open Championship at
Bir and Billing in the picturesque
Kangra valley (Himachal PradeshIndea)
The majestic Dhauladhar ranges, one
of the three major ranges of the
Himalayas, with their snow peaks and
forests of deodar and pine flanking
their slopes provide an excellent backdrop to the take-off site.
The launch site is Billing, 14 km by jeep
and 8 km on foot from Bir in the main
valley. The mountain range at Billing
is set in the pattern of an amphitheatre
and offers opportunities for high al titude and cross country flying for
more than 100 km . Several pilots from
overseas have described Billing as one
of the finest launch sites in the world ,
almost tailor-made for hang gliding excursions.
Located at a height of 2,590 mts, Billing commands a panoramic view of

COMPETITIONS: There will be two
types of competition:
1) Cross country
2) Novice class
There will be briefing , practice flying
and showing of pylons, landing sites,
emergency landing sites on 15th and
16th May. The competitions will start
on 18th May and continue up to 22nd
May with rest for one day.
It may be mentioned that no other
Association is involved in organising
this event.
The prize money will be given in Indian
currency which although may not be
much in terms of foreign currency but
is handsome enough to enable the
winners to buy Indian handicrafts and
other goods, in plenty.

NORTH COAST AVIONICS PTY LTD
Denis Cummings 066 856287
138 Lighthouse Rd BYRON BAY NSW 2481

Details of the competitions both in XC
and Novices class together with prizes
etc. will be communicated at a later
date. In the meantime we would request you to inform the members of
your clubs/associations and other
friends interested in hang gliding
about this event.
We look forward to your active participation in the rally which will be organised by us in 1990. Suggestions, if
any, to make this event more competitive and successful , are welcome.
S N Verma
Managing Director

1990 NATIONALS
28/2/90 to 10/2/90 to be held at
Corryong.
LAWRENCE HARDGRAVES
30 December 1989 to 9 January 1990
contact Tony Armstrong on (042)
942584.

URGENT !!
POSITION VACANT
Essential

BORGELT VARIOMETERS - the most
advanced in the world.

$1050.00

Dictatorial - Arrogant

TOW METERS - electronic

$165.00

Self-confident - Single minded

BATTERY CHARGERS - from car cig.lighter
for NICADS
for GELL CELLS (tell me size)

$ 35.00
$ 65.00

Good projecting voice
Desirable

"Adolf' moustache

Ol' EAGLE EYES - The Flight Glasses chosen
by the World champs.
PLAIN
PRESCRIPTION

$ 96.00
$136.00

able to wave a stiff arm
experienced pilot (H.G.)
tow experience

All prices include postage in Australia.

TO lET
BYRON BAY HOLIDAY HOUSE, complete with
hang gliders (Foil and Magic 4), catamaran,
surfboards (5), surf ski, windsurfer and other surf
toys - write or ring for brochure and rates.
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To Direct Flatlands Comp
1990
Ring (068) 537220 for phone interview and
to discuss remuneration .
Will call back (reverse charge)

1989 IIALL JAPAN LADIES CUP" IN NANYO
by Jenny Ganderton
After last year 's success, Ton i Noud
and I were very keen to return to Japan
to fly this competition , but as usual ,
details were not available until the last
minute, so the final arrangements for
the trip were a bit of a mad panic.
This year, the town of Nanyo sponsored three girls from Australia and
three from America to go to the three
day competition. Since the Women's
World Championships in Greece had
been cancelled , money set aside for
these was allocated to us to make up
the shortfall in the airfare costs, which
was greatly appreciated . The
American girls were heavily sponsored
by Wills Wing and had matching Sport
gliders and WW harnesses . Birgit
Svens, Toni Noud and myself made up
the Australian contingent (selected on
the basis of National Ladder position),
while Kari Castle, Cindy Drozda and
Lori Judy made up the U.S. team.
The flight to Japan went very smoothly
thanks to the staff of All Nippon Airways. Our gliders accompanied us on
the plane and arrived , much to my
amazement, safe and sound at Narita
when we did . (They had inexplicably
gone to Kuala Lumpur the year
before!) Apart from some odd looks
as three ladies with extraordinarily
large pieces of luggage manoeuvered
their way through customs, all went
smoothly. We were met by Minegishi ,
the Enterprise Wings agent , and taken
to Sport Opa Kite in Tokyo. This is a
hang gliding business run by Tsunei
Horota, the competition organiser and
meet head . Despite being a Sunday,
shops were open , and we spent some
time in the fascinating electronics area
of Aki Harbora looking at radio gear,
cameras , computers , etc. , most of
which was much cheape r than in
Australia . Birgit had wisely bought a
map, but this was somewhat difficult to
use as most of the street signs were in
Japanese. However we navigated by
using the position of the sun and rail way lines (sounds like XC flying !) and
found our way back to Sport Opa Kite.
We departed for Nanyo that evening
with Kiyoshi Inoue, nicknamed An i
which means "little brother", our guide
and "minder' for the trip. His older
sister was also a hang glider pilot . His
understanding of English was very

good , and by the end of the trip his
spoken English was very good too.
We found that although most
Japanese learn English for many years
at school, they have little opportunity
to practise speaking the language, and
are intensely shy of doing so.
We arrived in Nanyo at midnight after
about a six hour drive, and settled into
the Haguro Hotel , one of the best
Japanese style hotels in the town. We
were the first competitors to arrive and
had a room to ourselves! However it
was not to last, and we spent most of
the time eight to a room ! This is quite
normal in Japanese hotels - they seem
to prefer to be in crowds all the time.
Next day, after catching up with some
old friends from last year, Ani took us
up the hill for a practise fly. Unfortunately it was absolutely still and completely stable, so we just had a top to
bottom flight. The hill is south facing
and will take winds from about SE to
W. Fortunately it seems to be the
predominant direction. It is about
1000 ft top to bottom and the landing
areas are rice paddies - drained at this
time luckily. The slope is used for
growing grapevines, and Nanyo is a
wine making area as well as being a
tourist destination on account of its hot
springs. The view from the top of the
hill is spectacular if the haze ever
clears enough to see it. Snow covered
volcanic peaks are all around with flat
areas in between . It would certainly be
a good area for XC flying given the
right conditions.
The American girls arrived late that
evening, and next day we all went up

DON'T TAKE CHANCES!!
DO A HANG CHECK BEFORE
EVERY
TAKE OFF

the hill for another practice fly . this
time it was soarable though rather turbulent, but we all had a good fly .
The comp was divided into two sections, beginners and "professionals".
There were about 16 of us "professionals", eight of them being Japanese
girls. The two extra foreigners were
Gudrun Merkle and another American
girl whose name escapes me, both
ex pats living in Tokyo. There were a
further twenty or so girls in the beginners class. Up the hill we went and
rigged our gliders for the benefit of the
cameras despite the fact that the wind
was blowing down the hill! The opening ceremony was performed with
speeches by everyone you can think
of from the Mayor of Nanyo to the
president ofthe Japanese hang gliding
association etc. We were assigned an
interpreter for the speeches. Once the
competition was declared open we all
packed up again as the rain started to
fall, and went down to watch ourselves
on TV. There had beena 40 minute TV
programme made during last year's
comp which had been video recorded.
That evening there was a reception in
which we sampled the local wines and
mingled with the civic dignitaries, most
of whom were decidedly "merry" by the
end of the evening. The Japanese
capacity for boozing never ceases to
amaze me.
Next day dawned bright and clear. On
the hill there was only room for one
pilot to take off at a time, and ordered
launch is unheard of, so there was
much jockeying for position so that
one could get in line immediately when
one wanted to.
The task was set: a course twice
around two pylons then back around
the first one then land in the landing
zone in as short a time as possible.
The first pylon could be achieved by
just gliding from launch . Pilots landing
in the official land ing zone were given
a time if they had done at least one
pylon , and pilots with equal numbers
of pylons were separated by their time
scores. Mickey Mouse I know, but this
comp is designed for TV cameras not
pilots. At least the second pylon was
well away from the ridge - you couldn 't
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get there and back without getting a
thermal on the way.
No one wanted to be first to take off as
one wind dummy after another went
down . I had my suspicions about this
as I wasn 't convinced that any of them
were very good pilots. Cycles were
coming through and tension was
mounting and still they went down .
Eventually my patience failed me and
I made my way to the take off. No one
rushed to get in line behind me . Did
they know something I didn 't? Kari
saw a bird thermalling up in front of
launch and pointed it out to me. I took
off and followed the bird into a nice
strong thermal. I got the first and
second pylons but sunk out in a bad
sink cycle getting the first one again
but made it to the LZ . Meanwhile the
other Aussies and Americans had
launched , along with one or two
Japanese girls, and were desperately
scratching to stay up having done the
first pylon . Toni alone among them
managed to get up in a rough little core
and achieved the second pylon , but
landed there. All the others in the air
at that time sank out , made it to the LZ ,
but with very slow times. the better at
scratching they were, the slower thei r
times , and the worse their score. Very
unfair. The remaining pilots on the hill ,
dec iding that the course was unachievable, took off, went around the
pylon with no attempt to stay up and
landed in the LZ and scored fast times .
The beginners class was sent off early
in the morning , and again after our
task. They too had a pylon course, but
it was much shorter than ours and well
out from the hill. It was, in effect , a
glide angle task. At the end of the day
two broken arms had been scored in
this group, both on landing. Japanese
pilots in general seem to have great
problems landing . Perhaps it is to do
with their training techniques . They
seem to try to run the glider to a halt
rather than doing a positive flare . This
just does not work if you have short
legs and your control frame is just
inches off the ground , or if you have a
glider which ground effects well.
At the end of the first day, the Aussies
were well in the lead with myself first
and Toni second with Birgit not too far
behind .
The next day due to the westerly
breeze increasing , the task was
changed so that the pylon away from
the hill was the first one, and closer to
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were able to sell) . First prize was a
the hill. The other pylon was the same
return air ticket to Guam and 2nd a
as before . The American girls were
Falhawk paraglider. Then yet another
first off and condit ions were good with
booze up in town with all the competieveryone getting up well on the ridge.
tion organizers and town businessmen
The westerly was making it difficult to
who were the sponsors Toni was
get back to the ridge after the first
presented a beautiful china doll to take
pylon because of a spine that had to
home in lieu of the perpetual trophy
be crossed before getting any lift. Toni
which she had to leave in Nanyo . The
got straight up on launch , and quickly
town is all in favour of holding a
gaining good height at the end of the
women 's world championship in the
ridge, set out for the first pylon along
future, and have plans to extend the
with a gaggle of others including Birgit
road up the hill and clear another
and Kari. She cruised out round the
pylon and back seemingly effortlessly launch area so that more wind directions can be accommodated .
and got back onto the ridge . I had
been hanging back and the westerly
The return trip went very smoothly and
was strenghtening steadily. Birgit and
we were given excellent assistance
Kar i dropped out after the pylon , along
with
gliders and outrageous amounts
with all the others. Toni 's little 140 Foil
of
luggage
by the ANA staff at Narita .
had out glided them easily. Toni was
Everything arrived safely at Sydney
on her second time around before I
gained enough height to get around . where we were met by Carl Braden , for
which many thanks .
Eventually, Toni landed and with five
pylons, was way ahead of anyone else.
I managed to stay up for another Ed 's Note : Some excellent photos
couple of hours, the last pilot in the air, taken by Birgit Svens accompanied
this article. Unfortunately, I was undesperately try ing to get enough
height to make the pylon and get back able to use them due to the writing on
to the LZ which was alii needed to win . their reverse side smudging onto each
photo .
I made the pylon but couldn 't get back.
Only one othe r
pilot , a Japanese
girl called Nobuko,
ma naged to do
SKYTECH INSTRUMENTS
three pylons , the
PRESENTS
rest scoring only
THE SKYTECH FLIGHTDECK
one .
The final score was
1stToni Noud , 2nd
Jenny Ganderton,
3rd Nobuko , 4th
and 5th Japanese
girls - we couldn 't
read their names
on the score sheet
as they were in
Japanese - and 6th
Birgit Svens . Toni
flew brilliantly on
the second day
and well deserved
her win .
Prize giv ing and
clos ing ceremony ,
complete
with
speeches were on
the top of the hill.
Prizes
were
generous but unusual with 1st , 2nd
and 3rd in both
classes receiving a
year 's supply of
rice (which we

FEATURES;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

DI GITAL ALTI M ETEA, 10 HH INCREMEN TS TO 2 0 ,000 f[[1
DUAL AANGE AUDI O UR RIO (BOO rPM RNO 1600 fPM I
DI GIT AL RI RSPE ED IND ICATOR IN M .P .H
Al A HMP EAAT UR E DI SPL AY
INTERNAL N I CA D BAnEAY WITH LO W BAnERY UOLTAG E IND ICATOA
12 U CAA ~ HAI1 GE R AND 2 40 U MA INS CHARGER INCl UD ED
YOUR CHOI CE Of LEfT OA R IGHT HAND UP AI GHT MO UNT (AO IJ ND
OR AI RfO IL TUB ING I OR SPHOBAH MOUNT
STR ERMLINEO CUS TOM O[S I GNED I NSIRUMEN T ( RS[
DIREU fAUORY \£R UllE BA CKUP READ ILY AURILAOL[
12 MON TH UNL I M IHO CROSS CO UNTRY KM WA RR ANIY
MAD E IN AUSTRA LI A

PR I CE; $78 5, 00
CONTA CT;
IAN REES AT SKYTECH INSTRUMENTS
54 RaVENA ROAD
MOORABBIN VIC .
PH . (03) 5554810

161 KILOMETRE TRIANGLE - NEW WORLD RECORD

by Drew Cooper
WORLD RECORD
TRIANGLE : 161 KMS
DATE : 10/6/89
TAKE OFF: KOSSEN
UNTERBERGHORN
GLIDER : MOYES XS
PILOT: DREW COOPER
The only real possibility for a world
record in Europe is a triangle. Both
geographically and due to later takeoff times, it is not possible to match
what has already been done in the
Owens Valley with open distance, distance to goal , and out and return . All
over Europe, for years now, pilots have
been plotting triangle courses in different areas.
One of the best areas for these courses
in my mind , and in the view of many
others, has always been Kossen . Jo
Bathman flew an unofficial triangle
record of 149 kms in late May 1985 and
since then both he, myself and many
others have been trying to better it.
On the evening of 9/6/89 Jo phoned
me with the best weather report we
have had this season . The next day he
was to fly a 157 km triangle from Zillertal. For me Kossen was "The Place",
having based myself in this area for at
least 4 months every year for the past
5 years, and knowing the whole course
very well , I just needed to put it
together in one flight.

Brett, Phil and a few others were high
above the Unterberghorn. I climbed
up underneath them to just over 9,000
feet. The lift was still weak, only 300400 fpm up, but I could see the cirrus
was moving away toward the east
quite quickly, and to the west were
some nice Cu's forming in the clear
blue sky. Phil had already left towards
the SW to the Wilder Kaiser and I could
not see him in front. Mick and I also
headed in that direction. Mick, who
was flying without a map and for the
first time in this direction kept close
behind me.
The Kaiser was working OK and we got
to base at 10,200 ft ASl. We crossed
to Hartkaser where we gained a few
hundred feet then crossed to the
Brixen side of the hill to find 1,000 fpm
up, all the way to 10,300 feet. Right on
course , I could see a couple of
parapunters being sucked up to a big
grey bottomed Cu . There, I got 1,200
fpm up, to just below base and followed a cloud street the next 12 kms
to Steinkogel. I reached there with
9,000 feet and the va rio got pegged on
1,500 fpm up to 12,500 ASL with Mick

right underneath me. This climb out
was so fast , I actually for the first time
thought that maybe the task was possible. The whole Pinzgau (also known
as the racing valley) , looked great with
cloud streets at 13,000 ft ASL on both
the north and south sides.
The first turnpoint Krimml was on the
south side so I went out, got my photos
and then flew east up that side only
turning in 1,000 fpm thermals or better,
all the way to the Kitzsteinhorn where
there was a blue hole awaiting us.
Mick was still right on my tail. At this
point I had hoped to cross to the
northside but we were too low and had
to venture off course and work weaker
thermals to get us back onto the Drie
Bruder Mountains. Finding betters
thermals here I got back to around
12,500 feet ASl. Mick was about
2,000 feet below me but I had to leave
and hope he saw which way I went.
I flew under the cloud base for most of
the way to the 2nd turnpoint and arrived with plenty of height, got my
photos and climbed out to base at
11,500 feet. I then followed the cloud

Myself, Mick O'Dowd , Brett Freebody
and Phil Beck went to the top of the
Unterberghorn and had our XS 's set
up and were ready to go by midday. I
had my barograph signed and sealed
by an official observer and 2 cameras
with me. I photographed my flight
plan , also signed by two observers,
with the course and turnpoints named .
Start point Kossen Landing Area to 1st
turnpoint Krimml Village church 52
kms to 2nd turnpoint Hundstein
Startzer Haus 57 kms and back to
Kossen Landing Area 52 kms. Total
161 great circle kms.
There was some high Cirrus blocking
out the sun 's direct rays , so it was
12.50 pm before I launched . I was the
first one off and worked some weak lift
to get me high enough to get out and
take the landing area photo then back
to the hill. In the meantime, Mick,
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A Different View of Buffalo
Looks familiar? It should! ...
Yes! This is Mt Buffalo and that white
stuff on the ground is called snow
which is cold and wet. So you might
wonder why bother to attempt a fly
from Mt Buffalo in the cold wet snow?
The answer is: because It is there.
Kevin and Tom managed to stay up for
about 1 hour before landing at
Porepunkah air strip. with saturated
shoes. But even though it was a short
flight from Mt Buffalo they had a big
smile on their faces. It was worth while
to see them launch from a snow
covered Mt Buffalo.
Photos and story by Martin Andersen.
1. The wet haul to the set up area.
2. Kevin and Tom setting up in knee
deep snow. (No need for a keel set up
- no rocks!)

..

1.

3. Tom on launch.
4. Kevin launching.
5. Kevin off and into prone.
6. Kevin in sink over the waterfall.

2.
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4.

5.

6.
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Looking North Toward Second Turnpoint & Hochkonig
base over Schwalbenwaald and
halfway across the valley to Sausteigen. The cloud over Sausteigen
was dissipating. Going into the hill
there was bad sink, and I cleared the
top by only about 300 feet and hit no
f ... lift. I had a choice now of flying
along the south side of the ridge , or
diving across the valley to the north
toward the Leoganger Steinberger.
Seeing as I had bombed out last year
in Saalbach by following the ridge, I
opted for the Leogangbanger.

at the same height I had first arrived
with . Luckily the light thermal was still
there. This time I stayed with it. Mick
went searching and got the same treatment I had received . He came back in
under me , and this time we both
stayed with it.
The thermal
strengthened as it got higher and I took
it to cloud base at 10,500 feet ASL and
left Mick still climbing. At this point I
lost track of Mick and found out later it
didn't get him to base and he took a
different route to me.

I hit the other side low, but there were
light thermals moving up the slope. I
started working this lift and gained
about 1,000 feet bringing me to 4,800
feet ASL. At this point Mick flew in at
the same height. I thought great, now
I can go deeper and search out something stronger, but found only strong
sink. So I dived back out under Mick

I glided to the Loferer Steinberger
where there was no more usable
cloud . In fact , the only good eu left in
this area was on the Stein platte which
was out of my reach , having found
nothing at the Loferer. Now was the
time to bring all my local knowledge of
valley winds together. A little luck
wouldn 't go astray either!

Looking East Down the Pinzgau
October 19H9
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Now down to 4,000 feet ASL, only
2,000 feet above the deck, the valley
wind from Lofer towards Erpfendort
drifted me in zero 's over the fields
which the farmers were cutting . The
convergence of the SW wind from
Kirchdort, and the east wind from Lofer
got me enough height to dive onto the
SW face of the Fell horn , which was
ridge-soarable . As I went deeper into
the valley between Erpfendorf and
Kossen , the NW valley wind took over.
It was also ridge-soarable in places. I
gained enough height ridge-soaring to
get me around a rock face to a much
gentler slope facing directly into the
NW valley wind . Luckily enough , I
found a light thermal there which
drifted me back up the west side of the
Fellhorn and gave me enough height
to follow the top of the sun faCing ridge
the last few kilometers to be in sight of
the Kossen landing area.
Nowforthe first time I knew I was going
to make it. I arrived over the goal with
1,000 feet to spare and took a couple
of photos, landing at 7.15pm after 6
hours 25 minutes. The course, according to my photos taken with data
back camera , had taken 6 hours and
6 minutes to complete.
Upon landing I met Phil Beck who had
also flown a 120 km triangle on his
birthday. Mittagong Mick, I found out
later, had landed just north of Erpfendart only 8 kms short . Brett stayed a
bit closer to Kossen and flew a 70 km
course. Everybody was pretty happy
as it was the best flying day of the
season so far . Ricky Duncan arrived
in Kossen the next day to hear, "Bad
luck , Ricky , you just missed it".

Drew & Sigi (Official Observer)

STATE & CLUB NEWS

QUEENSLAND NEWS

Sunshine Coast Hang
Gliding Club (Inc)
Contrary to public opinion , the
S.C.H.G.C. is unreservably al ive and
kicking . Any rumours to the opposite
are scurrilous and should be treated
with the utmost contempt. The club
has recently elected new committee
members as follows :
PRESIDENT : Robert Keen
(071) 45 5642
SECRETARY: Steve Johnson
(071 ) 94 1867
TREASURER : Gordon Bieske
(071) 37 9128
Club members Stan Roy and Alf Carter
have been nominated as representatives to Q.H.GA
A very successful meeting and B.BO
was held at my place on Friday 1st
September , with many members
blaming poor map descr iptions as
their excuse for turning up late and
covered in mUd . To Dave , Les, Alf,
Gordo , Janeatte, Stan , Geoff , Ron ,
Peter, Murray and anyone else still
driving aimlessly around Mt Mellum ,
heaven help you on any cross country
flights if your navigation is THAT BAD !
The annual fly-in/competition is on
again at Rainbow Beach this year. For
5 days from December 27th you can
participate in the best organised , most
entertaining competition east of Gympie. For $10 nomination fee you can
compete for trophies in the begin ners/i nt/ advanced categories and
have a ball too! Don 't miss out , book
in your holidays and interstate flights
(Ha , ha) and see you at Rainbow at
Christmas.

This year's raffle will cost you $2 a
ticket , with the major prize being a
state-of-the-art sleeping bag valued at
$400. This "Blackice 600" sleeping
bag weighs just 1500 grams and is
rated to -5 degrees C. It is proudly
donated by "Bushgear". For ticket
purchase through the mail please write
to: S.C .H.G. Club, PO Box 76, Beerwah Old 4519.

NSWHGA has provided financial ass istancetoform the Greater Western Suburbs Hang Gliding Club . The
GWSHGC is having its first meeting on
26 September at 7pm, St Michaels
School Hall , Reservoir Rd , Blacktown.
Everyone is welcome. The meeting
will include some hang gliding videos.
Contact Ben Leonard (02) 621 881 9
AH.

That's all for now folks , see you at
Rainbow .
Steve Johnson

IMPORTANT

NSW NEWS
NSW. HGA Committee meeting , 5th
September 1989
NSWHGA received resignations from
Judi De Groot, Treasurer and Rob De
Groot , Safety/Training Coordinator.
Tony Armstrong will replace Rob as
Safety/Training and Denis Clancy will
fill the Treasurer's position until a permanent replacement is found .
NSWHGA desperately need a keen
member in the Sydney area to fill the
Treasurer 's position . We don't need
an accountant or mathematician. All
we need is someone who has the best
interests of hang gliding at heart and
is willing to attend monthly meetings .
The Lithgow Ramps Investigation is
continuing successfully. NSWHGA
will report in full as soon as possible.
A St Johns Ambulance Hang gliding
First Aid course will be held mid-week
toward the end of October for instructors and all interested pilots . This is
the last chance for instructors to complete their First Aid certificate requ irement necessary for re-certification .
Enquiries to Tony Armstrong (042) 94
2584 or Ian Jarman (048) 83 4022 .
PLEASE NOTE
Any request for NSWHGA funds MUST
be in the form of a written submission
with receipts if the work is completed
OR with receipts and a budget statement provided when the project is
completed.

NSWHGA meetings will be changed to
the first Wednesday of every month to
stop NSWHGA and Northern Beaches
HGG meetings clashing . Meetings
start at 7.30 pm in the hang gliding
rooms (508, 5th Floor). All interested
NSWHGA members are most welcome.
Denis Clancy,
Vice-president NSWHGA

Northern Beaches News
"Spring has sprung
the grass is riz
I wunder where
the sea breeze is?"
Greetings readers! Here is another
report of what ' s happening at
Sydney's northern beaches. At our
September meeting Dave Snelling
showed us our brand new first aid kit may it never be used in anger.
Our ever-erroding site Longreef is in
need of repair so it looks like a working
bee possible on 16/9/89 .
Our new club T-shirt should be appearing in October thanks to Dave.
Adam Hunt has also produced a
limited edition physcodelic hang gliding T-shirt .
Water Landing Training Session
On Tuesday 24th October from 7pm to
9pm and Sunday 29th October from
5.30pm to 9.00pm there will be a water
landing training session in Sydney at
the Department of Sport and Recreation Pool on Wakehurst Parkway at the
western end of Narrabeen Lakes .
There is a $5 deposit. For further
details please ring Rowan Watkins, the
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STOP PRESS !!!

STATE & CLUB NEWS ..................... continued

president of the NBHGC , on (02)
4282045.
John Hagge gave us a report of a trip
to the mid-north coast that several of
our members undertook. Everyone
had a raging good time and appreCiated the hospitality and organisation. Good on ya Lee Scott.
John also stole the lime-light with the
only incident to report - a top landing
in a bush - keep out of that leeside air!
The only sour note to the trip was a car
accident York Cooper and passenger
(sorry, passenger, I didn't get your
name) were involved in - but like they
say - and landing you can walk away
from .... .

Of particular concern to our Club is the
use of sites by visiting pilots. There
have recently been some incidents
where the good will of some of our land
owners has been strained .
We have some very good sites and we
hope to formulate detailed information
on each site with reference to sensitive
landing areas, access and any flying
pecularities of those sites.

Regards,
Rolf Muller, Secretary

Jim Parsons 554077 , Lee Scott
569692, Gary Hazel 525359, Craig
Worth 596713 , John Ritchie 521807

The new committee set its goal for the
forth coming year and these are
primarily:
1. That the Club develop a take off at
Pilot Beach
2. Improvement of North and Middle
Brother launch
3. Set out guide lines for launch and
take-off of all our sites particularly for
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We wish you both the very
best for your future
together.
home. Just goes to show It doesn't
matter how much you abuse an old
body, it is still possible to fly wei/.
Grant
Armstrong

We hope to make this information
available to all visitors and local pilots.
We would also urge any visitor to ring
one of our committee before using any
of our sites for the first time.

The annual General Meeting of the
Mid North Coast Hang Gliding Club
was held on 26th August, 1989 with
a new Committee being elected . The
new committee consists of:
President:
Jim Parsons
Vice President:
Gary Hazel
Secretary!Treasurer:
Grant Armstrong
Competition Committee:
Joe Scott & Lee Scott
Safety Committee:
Craig Worth , John Ritchie
& Peter Laing

Danny Scott
and
Kerry Fletcher
were married on Sunday,
17th September 1989.

the benefit of visitors
4 . To negotiate with the owner of
Cooplacurripa for a reasonable
camping fee rate.

October's star attractions will be Forrest Park with a parachute packing/deployment seminar and Mark
Mitsos (bit-sus) on hang glider design.

Mid North Coast Hang
Gliding Club

WEDDING BELLS

Co-inciding with the Club's Annual
General Meeting
an invitation flyin was held over
the weekend .
We flew Little
Nellie , Middle
Brother
and
Diamond Head .
Forty pilots took
part with some
good flying from
Middle Brother
with several intermediate and
advanced pilots
flying from Middle Brother to
North Haven
beach.
Craig Heather
won the novice
section , Paul
Kelly the intermediate section,
with the elderly
gentleman ,
Craig
Worth
leading the ad vanced pilots

Design 1 or 2
Size Sml. Med. Lg.

COTTON
T. SHIRTS $25
SINGLETS $20
Cheque or Money Order
Payable to C. Evans

Moora Moora, 16 Lalina Ave , Tweed Heads West. N.S.W. 2485.

ACCIDENT REPORTS
Ian Jarman has requested that this
American Accident be reprinted in
Skysailor. As an instructor myself, I
feel that there are many important
points to be considered in it, by instructors and pilots at all levels. I urge
you all to read it carefully, for you may
recognise a potential "Brian" who has
just entered the sport and be able to
prevent a repeat of this accident.
ACCIDENT REPORT reprinted from
April US Hang Gliding
DATE :
9/8/88
PILOT:
Brian Campbell
AGE :
26
RATING : Beginner
EXPERIENCE: 3 to 4 months,
probably had Novice
skills
GLIDER: La Mouette Atlas 16
INJURIES: Fatal
INCIDENT: Young , bright , successful ,
aggressive , athletic pilot from
Colorado was very excited about his
new-found sport. In an attempt to
learn faster , he travelled to Point of the
Mountain in Salt Lake City, Utah, for a
well -respected soaring clinic. After

several low-wind flights the group
proceeded to soar the ridge in 15 mph
winds. This was the pilot's first soaring
flight.
The pilots had been extensively instructed regarding dangers at the site,
including warnings about drifting back
into the rotor. The pilot was obviously
excited about his first soaring flight ,
but on at least one occasion was
warned by radio , when he drifted back
too far, to stay out in front of the ridge
away from the rotor. The pilot promptly complied.
After a flight totaling a half an hour, the
pilot once again drifted behind the
ridge, got caught in the rotor and dove
into the ground to his death.
COMMENT : The following conclusions are from an experienced pilot
and an investigator of this accident.
Because they are so well done, and
make so many important points, they
are reprinted here.
Brian Campbell was the victim of any
one of several contributing factors , any
or all of which many pilots might well
have gotten through safely. Then
again ,
they
might not have.
No one single
factor seems to
stand out as the
cause of this
unfortunate accident.
As an aerial
sport that involves a third
dimension
hang gliding
has invisible
hazards.
Flying time, experience , and
the sharing of
those experiences with others
increases one's
ability to recognize
these
hazards.
1. Brian was
very short on
experience .

Mike Duffield at Pt. Lonsdale

2.He was used
to excelling at

most everything .
3.He wanted to do bigger and better
things as soon as possible, had
probably done so with skiing and
scuba diving , and had gotten away
with it. Purchasing a full-race Magic as
a first glider was indicative of this attitude.
4.The selling of a high-performance
glider to a beginner quite likely supported his notion that he was a better
pilot than he was.
5.His instructors were reluctant to take
him on this trip, but relented because
of his persistence. His first flights
seemed to support his claims about
his ability. Novice pilots often want to
soar, but it is too early in their flying
career. He may have had a mental
fixation on soaring.
6.His instructors took their eyes off him
for a few minutes after he appeared to
show competence. This is not unusual
with soaring instruction, but the lack of
100% observance provided the opportunity for him to get into trouble.
7.0n their first soaring flights pilots
often lose contact with reality as they
experience the euphoria of flight. I tell
all my students about this, and some
experience it, whether for a few
seconds or longer. It is sort of a brain
lock that doesn 't allow "normal" reactions to occur. Brian may have experienced this phenomenon which
allowed his training about rotors to go
unheeded.
8.Unlike most of the rest of the Point of
the Mountain, the place where Brian
wandered is unforgiving of the kind of
error he made.
9.As this was Brian's first soaring flight
it was likely the first time he had encountered winds of 15mph, and therefor the forces acting on his glider were
most likely substantially greater than
he had ever experienced . (The force
of the wind increases with the square
of the increase in velocity, and rotors
magnify the effect.) Evon though he
had been taught about rotors by
several instructors, it is hard for most
people to really relate to their force
until they experience it, hopefully at a
safe altitude.
10.Because Brian was used to dOing
so well all the time he probably was
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overconfident and complacement. It
takes time to build a proper respect for
what can happen in hang gliding. A
little fear helps. It sounds as though
Brian had most likely not yet encountered a situation which had
scared him even a little. Although instructors are obligated to inform students of potential hazards, there is a
fine line between building a healthy
respect for those dangers, and making
the student fearful and overly cautious.
11.The glider, an Atlas, was an older
model, although it is still in production
after 10 years. It may not have the
pitch stability characteristics of a
modern HGMA certified glider, al though any glider might have crashed
under the circumstances.
Accident Report
11 .00am 7.9.89
Instructor/accident witness
Ian Jarman
Pilot
Mark Burstall on
beginner training course
Age
23
Approx. 30 take-off and landings in
variety conditions under 15knts. Just
acquiring solo skill level. Take off with

I

immediate body swing and twist to
right , glider enters subsequent bank.
Pilot begins to correct and wings begin
to level. The pilot is pushing out as
glider soars across slope toward
fence. the pilot becomes aware of
fence and roll correction is removed .
Pilot continues to push out as glider
reenters right turn and impacts
fence/fence post. Pilot suffers broken
lower forearm (Ulna) and slight concussion. Glider Damage to all parts,
A-frame dinged/bent left leading edge
and some sail tears at this spot. Flight
was probably number 4 or 5 for morning and first flight after 10 min. rest.
Site/conditions/equipmentwind SE
average 10 knts some gustiness
present during morning although quite
steady at time of incident. 3-4/8 stratocumulus, temperature 14-16 degrees,
slope is grassy about 40 ' vertical at a
gradient of approx. 1:5 .. .. just possible
for Mars to stay airborne.
Fence around trees (wind bread) starts
beside normal T.O. spot and runs
down hill and away from flying slope at
about 60 degrees off normal flight
path. The slope also flattens in this
direction.

ARE YOU COVERED??

Mars 170, using Moyes apron style
harness and Allendale hang gliding
helmet. Glider damage as above,
none to other equipment in accident.
Harness was cut to reduce trauma to
injured arm when preparing pilot for
hospital. Sling was applied and pilot
taken to Bowral hospital for treatment.
Note: Friends gave Mark drink which
delayed manipulation of arm prior to
resetting due to requirement for anesthetic. Kept overnight for observation
and to await orthopedic surgions examination on following am.
Conclusion: Pilot's immediate and unwarranted weight shift was fundamental reason for course control loss and
accident. His partial recovery and
pitch input, combined with bouyant
air, resulted in the glider staying airborne just long enough to reach the
fence . His injury was caused by the
angular spread of impact across a
wooden fence post adjacent to the left
upright and his left forearm. Concussion possibly resulted from the swing
of his body and head forward and
against either upright or fence post or
both .

YOU NEED THIS!!
SPECIAL INVITATION FOR
HGFA MEMBERS ONLY

GUARANTEED ACCEPTABILITY
ONLY $1.38 PER WEEK

WORLD-WIDE COVER 24HRS/DAY
WHILE HANG-GLIDING OR AT
LEISURE
$ 1,000.00
$50,000 .00
$50,000 .00
$25 ,000 .00
$ 1,000.00
EXTRA CASH

Monthly income for disablement due to
an injury
Accidental death
Total and Permanent Disablement.
Partial Disablement
Up to $1,000.00 in
Extra Cash paid for specific injuries

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT:

HOW WILL YOU MANAGE IF IT
HAPPENS TO YOU?
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MADERSON FORD
OR
HIS ASSOCIATE
RICK CHURCH
ON (02) 891 5810
AT ZURICH AUSTRALIA LIFE
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FLATLANDS 89
I know its a bit late in the year, but with
the 1990 Flatlands just around the
corner I felt motivated to write this
article as I feel that it is the greatest
flying in Australia for anyone who
wants to go Cross-country!
Day one:
Goal :
Distance:

Task Cooks Myall Tow
Strip
Woodstock Intersection
103 kms

This day was a hard one to leave the
strip. Drew Cooper caught up with
some towing practice for the coming
days. While our team found another
600 ft of rope to get higher tows to fly
a big 5.5 ks from the strip. Carl Braden
and Steve Blenki only two to make
goal.
Day two:
Goal :
Distance:

Tow strip
Dunedoo
172.8 kms

This turned out to be a great day with
some pilots doing their personal best
and some their first 100 miles. Total of
13 pilots made goal , Carl Braden with
the fastest time two days in a row.
Mark Newland 2nd , then Russell Duncan .
Day three : Tow strip Turnpoint 1
Tomingley
Goal:
Tow strip
Distance: 116.4 kms
Another good day, although the headwind on the return made things hard.
Steve Moyes and Steve Blenki making
an equal first with Carl Braden showing
consistency just behind . Twenty pilots
rounded the turnpoint.
Day four : Tow strip Turnpoint 1 Yarrabandai Turnpoint 2 Kadungle
Goal : Cookies tow strip
Distance 136 kms
Another pumping day so a triangle was
set to set a world record. Although
Guy Hubbard was the only pilot to
complete the triangle he didn 't have a
barograph to record the flight but a fine
job just the same.
Day five :
Goal :
Distance:

Tow strip Turnpoint 1
Marsden
Bogolong
143 kms

Dog leg set for this day, first leg 90 kms
then 53 kms to goal. Good strong
thermals 1000 ft min plus very enjoyable flying . The same guys were
making the goal again - Carl Braden
first in then Steve Blenki as the only two
to make it.
Tow strip
Day six:
Grong Grong
Goal :
Distance : 219.2 kms
A straight line distance of 219 kms, one
of the longest tasks set in Australia and
accomplished . For a change Danny
Scott was first in doing the course in
just over 6 hours, followed just behind
by Mark Newland . Drew Cooper and
Steve Moyes land just short.
An Australian task record but no world
record by any means. Larry Tudor set
a nominated goal record of, I think,
approximately 225 miles . We will have
to make the task longer next year if
base is a lot higher.
Day seven: Tow strip
Goal:
Marsden
Distance: 90 .5 kms
A good day with light winds and good
Cumulus. It would have been a good
day for an out and return , but two
reasons the task was set short was for
the presentation night and also, which
I feel was important , was to see more
people make goal. And they did, 34
people all up.
I think that it is important that more
than just the chosen few make goal all
the time . If we want people to come
back to the camps year after year,
which helps in financing these camps,
shorter tasks make a good race to
goal. A larger percentage of pilots
make it and feel as though they 're
getting somewhere - there 's nothing
like making goal.
Also I could see Carl Braden's and
Steve Blenki 's side . Anyhow it was a
good day for those people who didn 't
make goal all week.

enjoying the cool comforts of cloud
base.
So you don't have to be a hot shot to
go to the Flatlands but you should
learn about towing before arriving because one benefit is to be organized in
this caliber of flying.
Just recently a couple of pilots from
Orange, west of Sydney , have invented this brilliant winch so that you
back your car onto rollers to drive the
drum with a simple hydraulics system
for tension on line that is set which
pays out when the pilot hits a thermal.
There is more to it but you 'll see it at
Parkes.
It is simple and cheap and it is
"Patented". I can see this item doing
well out there instead of rewing you
car up and down in the dirt all day. The
boys towed all day on this winch and
only clocked up just over a mile on the
speedo.
Well that just about covers everything .
Len Paton is out there organizing the
Flaties, possibly at another location
this year. And maybe I'll be out there
to shout at you all again .
Special thanks in the running of the
camp to:
Landowner: John Hamilton
Parkes Council for their donation and
use of amenities
Graeme Webb for scoring - a great job
done
The officials for their constant effort:
Mike Borthwich , Bevan Murray, Susan
Dumarchi, Richard Godfried - thank
you .
Denis Cummings for starting one of the
best flying camps in Australia and the
world, and for his much needed info
Paul Mollison for the best scoring system in the world today and for the use
of his computer and
All the pilots for putting up with me in
my sometimes bad moments.
Get on that rope ,
Lee Scott

This was my first ever serious tow
season. I held back over the years
from going to the Flatlands, but after
being there and flying , the towing was
a lot easier than first imagined. Pilots
on their first cross-country flights were
doing 80 kms and heights of 9000 feet.
Even pilots in Gyros and Mars were
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NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following 25 new
members to the 3rd dimension and
look forward to seeing them on the hill.

NS.W. David Gordon, Ross Hannaford ,
David Kattau, Mathew Middleby, Peter
Oitzinger, Paul Roche and Lynette
TayloVIC Anthony Cavena , Gary
Cross , Rob Ireland , Peter Marriott,
Kurtis Noyce , Alex Screen, Brad
Spalding and Michale Thomas OLD. Jim Hagirodos, Warren Holman
and Heather & Warren Janetski
'JJA Ian MacGregor, John Mitchell and
Steven Mutton
lAS. Andrew Bruce
ACI Rod Morriss
SA Philip Danby of Alice Springs

Poole, Ed Secrest, David Wilson and
Robert Wilson
~ Steve Ruffels has introduced
Danny Cohen , Matt Francey, Peter
Kaneen , Dean Matchett and Tom Pettitt. We wish you safe and exhilirating
flying .
A cartoon by Neil Mersham

And a special welcome to the following
72 Short Term Members now coming
to grips with A-frames and angles of
attack.

'JJA Mike Duffy signed up Mark Anderson , E Barfield, Greg Boas, Malcolm
Crowley , Adrian Dobson, Kylie
Everette, Keith Gamble, Jonny Hickey,
Anne McPartland, Russell Palmer ,
Chris Pope, Martin Rudd and Nick .
Walker. Andrew Humphries brought
in Mark Endersby, Grant English ,
Michael Hackett, Emma Hanrahan ,
Peter Leach, Daniel Machin, Jenni
Marsh, Alison Murphy, Marnie Parkinson, Cathy Riche and Roger Stace
SA
Rob Woodward introduced
DON'T FORGET YOUR HANG CHECK !!
Graham Coombe, A Curnow, Chris
Dearden , C Jamieson, Beau Keldermans, Darren Kluge, Rob Mitchell ,
Michael Moore, Kirsten Naske and Graham MacPherson sent in this photo of students from the Aerial
Adam Wilson
Techniques Hang Gliding School. Graham thought many pilots would relate to
OLD. Warwick Gill signed up Rafe the phots since hundreds of students have gone through the learning process of
Ambrose, Grant Clarke, Stuart Grant hang gliding at Kurnell Sanddunes near Sydney.
and Jeremy M Godfrey. Calan MacLeod introduced Stephen Cutlack and
Linden Henry
NS.W. Ian Jarman signed up Earl
Brown, Mark Burstall , Sonja
Chipman, Veronika Cook, Angela
Jacka, Sascha Kahinski and
Gary Peemoller. Tony Armstrong
signed up Gordon Ankers, Craig
Bonus, Geoff Booker, William
Dovey, Selina Jordan and
Andrew Mencinsky. Bruce Barcham introduced Mark Hudson,
Gabrielle Leonard , Kelly Leonard
and Steve Morris. Lee Scott
recruited Peter King and Mark
Fowler. Forrest Park signed up
Martin Keenlyside. Chris Boyce
has recruited Jeff Fordham, Paul
Hughes , John Lawson , Tim

October 1989

SKYSArl.OR n

MULTIPLE FATALITY
Just a few lines from one of the 'silent
majority' languishing out there in the
veritable 'bomb out' paddock of Hang
Gliding politics ... .
It has come to the attention of that
most despised of breeds - the inland
novice, that the VHGA committee , in
their infinite wisdom has once again
placed the 'strict intermediate' brand
on three more inland sites. To the
pre-strict intermediate pilot ra ised on a
healthy diet of inland flying , this
presents an intolerable situation ;
when new sites (some of which they
helped to build/maintain) with good
access are denied to members who
have learnt and respect the
idiosyncrasies of inland flying . These
pilots are doubtless justified in
wondering who these sites belong to:
surely not to the 'Intermediate coastal
pilot on holidays' scene - group conspicuous to every regular inland flyer
by their antics: waiting for hours on
end till a familiar wind strength comes
along and by their harrowing launches
when they realise this meteorological
condition is not likely to arise. It is not
an uncommon sight to see an instructor shake his/her head and say "Another coastal flyer" to the assembled students who have been
rendered neigh senseless by the lack
of aptitude in inland launch technique
demonstrated by SQIIle. ' strict
intermediate ' pilots.
Hang gliding is a unique sport , unlike
our cousins in the Gliding Fraternity,
new members are not bound by the
requirements of an airstrip, aerotows
and a compliment of duty instructors
who can keep them on the ground by
simply refusing aerotows - instead , the
neophyte ' hangie ' can take their
machine to any of thousands of unexplaited launch sites and fly there
without the usual plethora of abuse
and with the fuzzy inner glow of being
to be able to fly 'big ' sites - the only
person who will fly or even know about
the site will be themselves . Unlike the
gliding analogy, hang glider pilots are
not bound by a set of easily regulated
prerequisites for flight - by an large we
are free to go and fly when and where
we like .. .. even without the presence
of others if we so desire (a fact of life
mysteriously overlooked by hang gliding bureaucrats) . While this attitude
will undoubtedly be touted by many as
' highly irresponsible ', one can but
wonder at the VHGA 's motives in driv-

ing the less experienced pilots away
from areas where they can be properly
supervised . The committee HAS
made a decision that will keep novices
away from experienced flyers; for instance , what self respecting intermediate/advanced pilot will fly at a
'lesser' site like Everton with the close
proximity of so many other 'better'
sites? It is eminently believable to suggest that there will not be any at all .
How responsible is such a decision
that will curtail the supervision and
instruction of beginners, and possibly
even lead to highly enthusiastic
novices developing their own sites
which may be a lot harder than the
sites they weren 't 'rated ' for? It is indeed plain to all that the disposition of
the VHGA towards the inland novice
pilots is one of 'Out of sight, out of
mind ' - lamentable attitude that is the
surest plan for disaster.
Perhaps this mentality is only to be
expected of the VHGA: many of the
novices present at the combined
Southern HGCNHGA Annual General
Meeting were treated to a scene that
owed more to a drunken football party
than a forum for ser ious discussion/deCision making .... needless to
say the responsible attitude and
'mantle of respectability' possessed by
senior pilots (in the eyes of many
novices) went straight down the drain
- leaving most novice pilots wondering
why they bothered to listen to the 'Do
as I say, not do as I do' hypocrisy
emanating from a few of the supposedly more knowledgeable flyers .

Russell Griffiths, in his article entitled
'Fatality' , spelt out the enthusiasm of
new pilots was/is responsible for much
that is good in hang gliding whilst a
small few of the 'old heads' seem to
specialize in trying to negate it. He
demonstrated an ideology long since
defunct to many hang gliding relating
committees - I will repeat his wise
words because I believe the underlying
ethic cannot be reiterated enough:
"We are lucky in our club because the
few experienced pilots in the area freely give their time and effort to promote
the sport and get beginners going, and
assisting those beginners when possible. The fact is beginners keep the
business going. So that is why I al ways fly with my trusty beginner, because not so long ago I was one."
Unfortunately, such an important article was followed ,by a thoroughly
fatuous footnote from none other then
the president of HGFA himself who
dwelt on a few minor and thoroughly
irrelevant statistical inaccuracies. He
stated how membership had been increasing at the rate of about 10% per
annum , demonstrating a complete
misunderstanding of the very essence
of Russell 's letter which was the fact
that if financial members stay on, and
one in every ten students becomes a
full member, growth is assured .... but
what about the other 9 students? To
settle for a 10% membership growth
when a 20-30% PLUS growth rate is
possible is nothing less than striVing
for the mediocrity the HGFA is beginning to epitomize. So why are the
HGFA ratifying policies that 'force out'

Liberal Air Laws in Florida - Lee Scott
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the new pilot (i.e. lack of flexibility in
site ratings)?
To finish off a disappointing footnote,
the President cited the needs of
Skysailor, liaison/lobbying and a
budget with minimal committee as
reason enough to neglect promoting
the sport and encouraging new and
potential pilots. For the President to
'rest my case' in the face of this indictment, is nothing less than a downright
insult to members who work tirelessly
to promote hang gliding and encourage the beginners who are the
very lifeblood of the sport.
On a final note, the 1990's will require
a strong, active and above all united
voice to combat the burgeoning
regulations and restrictions that the
eAA and others will attempt to impose
on sport aviation in general . The
revamping of the Federation must be
seen as vital, particularly in the light of
the recent media 'dump' on the Alice
Springs 8alloon disaster. A third page
Herald report on August 14 bearing the
caption "13 dead, but some say 'no
safer way to fly'" reported , in a crosscomparison
with
sailplanes ,
ultralights, light planes and balloons,
that the ratio of accidents to deaths

was one hang gliding death per nine
accidents . Not a
favourable impression - but surprisingly no one who
possessed the real
statistics
(read
'responsible committee members')
saw the article or
bothered to write in
defence of our
cherished pastime.
Surely the association should be
taking a more public
stance on the safety
and
enjoyment
aspects of our sport
to ensure a public
awareness and a
favourable media
image that will be instrumental in helping us to hold on to
the small concessions we have
gained over the
years.
Peter Gable
34118

FLYING MT.BUFFALO, VICTORIA?
STAY AT THE TRADITIONAL HOME OF
HANG GLIDER PILOTS:
MT.BUFFALO CARAVAN PARK
Mt. Buffalo Road, Porepunkah, Vic, 3740
Phone 057 562235.
FEATURES:
Landing area for hang gliders;
Radio room for charging batteries;
Hot tubs & sauna; Free gas BBQ's;
Camp kitchen; Kiosk, laundry & rec. room
Frontages to Buckland & Ovens Rivers
with swimming hole at junction.
We also provide 'Phone-in' service
for stranded pilots and access to extensiVE
workshop for repairs.
PILOTS TO MENTION 'SKYSAILOR' TO
OBTAIN DISCOUNT RATES ON TENT
SITES, POWERED SITES &
ACCOMMODATION.
NEW HOSTS:
LINDA & FORBES HARROWER

HOT NEWS FOR AUSTRALIAN and OVERSEAS PILOTS!!
At the base of STANWELL PARK, Australia's best coastal flying site, there is something you have
always wanted .. ..

Where you need it ....
YOUR OWN HANG GLIDING SHOP!!!

The shop is called "ACTIVE AIR SPORTS"
We will be able to cater for all your needs ...
The list is too numerous to cover in this AD, so here is a few!!

* Budget Accommodation for visiting pilots (10 minutes from T/O)
* A complete range of NEW HANG GLIDERS and equipment at reasonable prices
* Instruction in all AIR SPORTS, especially HANG GLIDING
* Adventure flying tours to all of the BEST sites, TO NAME BUT A FEW
So when you visit STANWELL PARK make sure you bring your girlfriend/family as they will be
guaranteed of an abundance of activities.

See you at Stanwell Park and look for Scott & Tony
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By Ian Hird
Hopefully the summer flying season is
upon us and hopefully it will not be as
dismally wet as last year, though looking out of my window at a sky full of
grey moisture laden cumulo stratus
which is leaking heavily onto my roof,
maybe hope should turn to prayer!
So before you eagerly dust off the
glider and tie it onto the car consider
how long it has been since your wing
has had a thorough airworthy inspection and overhaul. Was there something you promised yourself you
would do before next season and may
have forgotten?

While this is very satisfying, there is the
hidden danger that we all may think
that we have got our safety act together
and become that most dangerous of
all things - complacent.
Our safety record over the last few
years has been good . My job, with
YOUR help, is to make it better. I am
very receptive to ideas on ways to
improve and progress.
Think about it, after all it's YOUR safety
we're talking about.

Hook in, Run hard,
Get high
and
Fly far.

The wet weather over the last year has
provided a perfect environment for
such nasties as corrosion , rust and sail
mould . Sitting coccooned in its bag
through all that damp humid weather
could well have started some unseen
and potentially deadly weakening of a
vital part.
Before the start of the season the glider
should be stripped down and every
part inspected for signs of wear or
damage. This includes dismantling
telescoped tubes, wherever possible,
because this is where moisture can be
trapped and corrosion started . This is
especially true if the glider is flown or
stored near the coast where the salt
laden air greatly intensifies the problem. ANY sign of deterioration should
be treated as suspect and the part
replaced.

"MY LAST WISH"
As I sit by the window and look up at the
sky
I can't help but wonder how it would feel
to fly
Free from all my problems
Of an institution life
Just to be free from this room
Would introduce new light
I would be up with the birds
And the beautiful breeze
Suspended so high
Much Higher than a trapeze
I look up at the Eagles as they fly by
And wonder if they can see me
Down here living this lie
Please someone take me
Away from this bed
I feel so paralysed
All the way down my legs
I know I can 't walk, run or dance
But I know I could fly
If they'd only give me the chance
This is my only dream
And my very last wish
If someone can't rescue me
I'll just say goodbye
Because I know that in heaven
They'll teach me to fly.

Written by Rose Fletcher

NEW FOR '89 - THE "WEDGIE"

Remember that it is reccomended that
flying wires be replaced every seventy
air hours. If your gl ider has 3/32" bottom side wires, I suggest you replace
them with 1/8" cables, which are much
stronger and now standard on most
new wings.
I do not suggest that you perform
these tasks unless you are qualified
and experienced enough to do so,
however if you get someone with the
right knowledge to do it for you , try and
be present so that you will learn and
see for yourself what goes on inside the
sail.

Hang Gliding in Australia has the best
safety record of any form of aviation
in the country with the exception of the
major international and domestic
operators, according to CAA statistics.

AN AUSTRALIAN MADE VARIO WITH THE
FOLLOWING FEATURES
Temperature compensated
Auto-zero, Volume control
Sink alarm Battery check function
Low power drain, Mounting clamp fits all uprights
Padded carry case, Optional dual range model
Normally $395 but for this month save $50 and pay
only $345 and get dual range option free *Battery not included
Phone : Mark Fisher 066 243111 , 5 Compton Ave. Goonellabah
I
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under new price!) Ph Greg (066)
280356 Byron Bay

Foil 160B (Int) All white with orange
front US panel. Only flown 50 hours,
sail very crisp, still. Very sweet handling and ideal first high performance
glider, with brand new bag and money
back guarantee if not completely
happy, $1970 ono also
Moyes GTR 162 (Int) Good condition,
no flutters, with new bag and bolts,
$1250 ono, will consider Gyro or Mars
Trade-ins plus
Padding so you don't have to take
base bar off - reduces chances of
missed A-frame bolts - Right Marie?! Fit any glider $20, Joe Scott Ph (065)
650042 weekends.

NEW SOUTH WALES
Airborne TRIKE - suspension , brake,
big tank, ultra prop, rotax 277, single
seat, Missile 180 wing. Great performer with 10 stone pilOt. Dual purpose trailer and accessories. $4800
phone Brian Silver (02) 5253787

straight, flies well , $1100 phone Nick
Palaric (02) 9751233 W (leave message) or (02) 9132992 H

Mars 170 (Nov) Eight months old, only
20 hours flying time , excellent condition, with harness, helmet, and adjustable roof racks, batten profile and
spares included. $1600 Lee (065)
569692

Mars 170 (Nov) excellent condition ,
red LE , white MS, orange US , low
hours well cared for glider. Batten
profile, manual , 2 new hang straps,
cocoon harness fair cond ., selling as I
am upgrading, $1200 no offers, phone
Tim Harris (065) 838458
GTR 162 World Beater (Int) Turquoise
LE, fluoro pink & yellow US, fully optioned, low hours thanks to last
season , $3000 phone Mark (066)
243111

Foil 160B (Int) White sail, Blue LE ,
Rainbow US, good condition . Would
you like a high performance glider with
easy handling & a good price? $1600
ono phone Tony (042) 962976
GTR 175 V.G. parts for sale from
damaged glider. Intact - cross members and R/H LE, all rigging & A-frame,
plus full set of battens. Parts can be
sold together, or separately. Enquiries
Penny Church (02) 863720
Kiss 154 (Int) Blue scrim LE , pink &
yellow US, fully faired . Flys like Magic
- one size fits all . $4000 also
Mars 170 (Nov) Black LE , Sky Blue
US, white MS, new nuts & bolts. Flies
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GTR 162 Race (Int) Blue LE , fluoro
orange US, dacron powerweave TE ,
will freight anywhere, $1900, phone
Mollo (049) 570216
Foil 170B Green & yellow US , pink TE
band and brand new Fluoro orange
surfcote LEs. Flys like new. $1900
ono, arrange for test fly also
Va rio $350 , vario + Thommen altimeter $450 . Ph Rolf Muller (02)
735212 AH or (02) 4281131 BH .
Foil 160B Racer (Int) Mylar fluoro
orange LE, Black & orange US. Had 2
good seasons. $2400 ono, Ph Len
(068) 537220

Foil 150B Racer Kevlar Racer in excellent cond , beautiful colours (fluoro
pink LE, 50/50 split grey and . flu~ro
pink undersurface, white mainsail).
Highly visible! A joy to fly , would cost
$4000 new, $2750 ono also
Fugi 'Joy' DL120 35mm Com~act
Camera with data back, autowlnd,
autofocus, drop in loading, flash &
case. New, unused, still in box with
instructions and guarantee. Ideal
turnpoint camera, $200 also
Electrophone headset modified for
hang gliding use, new, $80 Ph Jenny
(068) 537220

Foil 140 Racer (Int) Red surfcote LE,
mauve & light blue US, white mainsail,
low hours, v. gd. cond o $3500 ono, Ph
Marie (066) 281991, or Jo (02)
9382644 BH
Moyes 162 World Beater (Int) Red
dacron LE , orange & yellow US, excellent cond ., less than one year old, will
freight. A steal at $3150 ono ($1,000

Foil 1508 Racer Kevlar, extra bag, in
gd cond o very low airtime, dark blue
LE, mid & light blue US, this glider
must go
Also Kelar Sport Pod with chute and
harness bag, good cond o Ph Greg
(042) 942910

Paraglider - Edel 24 sq . ms. 6 months
old . Pack and harness, excellent cond,
$2000, phone (049) 498946
GTR 162 (Int) Yellow LE , white MS,
faired uprights & king-post, in excellent
cond ., very little use since new, $1300
ono also
Hummingbird , energy compensated
vario, $150 , phone Tim (066) 863883
W or 295072 H
GTR 162 Race (Int) low hours, as new
condition, white MS, gold LE, gold/yellow US, spare upright, $2700
plus Pod Harness (suit 5'6" to 6'),
chute , Thommen Altimeter , Hummingbird va rio, Ball windspeed in
fibreglass case (speed bar mounted)
$1000 Pearce Simpson 40 channel
base CB, Realistic 5 watt, 15 channel
handheld $300 . Everything you'll
need for some serious flying . $3800
forthe lot, phone (066) 777452 AH only
GTR 162 (Int) white LE & TS , light blue
US, speed bar, flaired uprights &
kingpost, 3 spare uprights, low hours.
Has been in storage for last 18 months.
Safety checked by Airborne
Windsports $1400 ono also
Ball 651 vario/digital altimeter in
padded bag with mounting bracket &
batteries $500 ono, phone Paul (049)
621544 AH

Gyro 180 (Nov) Red LE , white sail,
excellent cond o$1200 also
Gyro 180 (Nov) Green LE , gold sail
with mylar inserts, cocoon harness
$1200 , will freight , phone Brian (066)
217028 AH

VICTORIA
Trike single seat with 277 motor. Low
hours, in excellent condition. $3 ,500
ono phone (03) 5849758
GTR 162 Full Race (Int) Silver grey,
light blue, white. Well cared for glider,
$2100 phone Ian Haigh (03) 7493219
Dart Harness, Red , suit 6'2", head
angle adjustable, large storage areas,
radio grip , zip pockets for wallet ,
camera, XC bag etc. Excellent condition , one season only, $380 Ph Don
(052) 214276.
Magic IV Race 166 (Int) Mylar LE , blue
US, white 4.8 oz dacron main . Full
race hardware, fairings , VG , pitchy, 2
spare uprights, etc. 30 hrs airtime ,
excellent cond o Cost $3990 will part
for $2990 or nearest sane offer, Ph Ian
O'Neil (03) 2337725 .
TRIKE Jetwing ATU Demon 175 Wing ,
single seat, 40 hrs Trr , 340 Kawaski 2:1
reduction , $3800 ono Ph Ballarat (053)
395331
WINCH Twin drum , running solid wire
(1.4mm) , powered by Kawasaki 900 ,
fitted with tension gauges . All complete on trailer, comes complete with
motorbike, reflex pulley and 2 km of
spare wire. Great for those tail wind
days or for teaching. Will teach to
operate, cost $3500 to make, sell for
$28000no
Foil 160B Racer (Int) In excellent
cond, only 20 hrs. Silver LE , mid blue
and pink US with red TE band , $800
cheaper than new glider. Reluctant
sale, $3100 Ph Tony (060) 561654
Foil 160B Racer (Int) low hours, excel lent cond o includes spare down tube
$2195 , phone (03) 5833280
Moyes Mars 150 (Nov) Blue LE, rainbow sail , 'ieI.)'.low airtime, great trim &
flight characteristics on a ridge & in
thermals . Excellent cond . Batten
profile . Perfect for learners and/or
petite (or scrawny) pilots , $1250 ,
phone Jane (03) 5438022 BH or (03)
7585113 AH

QUEENSLAND
WANTED Harnesses, pods (with or
without chutes) , cocoons & training
harnesses, parachutes, varios , UHF
radios also
WANTED Gliders to suit beginners i.e.
student to novice. Phone with particulars Pat (079) 724278
WANTED Club constitution , please
write to Gladstone Hang Gliding Club,
Pat Purcell , Box 933 Gladstone 4680
Electrophone 40 channel car C.B.
near new $80 , Realistic 40 channel
car C.B. with trailing antennae and
lock-on mic $65 , 2 x 6 volt (12 volt)
Battery Pack suit car C . B . $18.
Chargers to suit plug into car cigarette
lighter socket $25 each. Headset suit
C.B. etc $30 . Voice Activated Relay
suit C.B. with lock on mic facility $25
GTR162 (Int) Late model reinforced
trailing edge , handles really well ,
manual and batten profile. Must sell
$1 ,500 phone (079) 724278
Foil 160B (Int) Yellow and gold US,
Red LE , $1200 Ph Andy (07) 3492321
Gyro 160 (Nov) Blue & Gold . In good
condition . $1000 , phone Wendy (07)
2946439
Mars 150 (Nov) Pink, mauve and
white, great cond ., ladies glider $1300
and
Mars 170 (Nov) Red , green white good cond ., spare upright $850 also
GTR 162 (Int) Gold LE , white MS , only
3 years old , traded up to an XS, giveaway price $800 and
Foil 170 Full Race (Int) just 15 hours
old , has everything , Kevlar TE , etc etc,
skrim LE, save a bundle off new price
just $3400 , phone Warwick (070)
537768
Aero 170 (Nov) good condition ,
$2000 , phone Rolf (07) 356 1546

16 months old, battery cared for, maximum of 50 charges (450 to go) $480
UHF Mobile Phillips FM320 + mag
aerial base, 5db aerial, yagi and leads,
fully portable and easily plugged into
different cars $260 . Radios together
$720 . Owner going overseas, Richard
Parsons Ph (062) 886768 AH or
490452 BH

WEST AUSTRALIA
Foil 155 (Int) very few flying hours, in
good condo Spare upright, speed bar
and hand fairings. Pink LE and US on
wh ite $1500 one Ph Patr ick (09)
2501467

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Magic III 177 (Int) Low airtime, standard red/white sail , excellent sink rate
and handling, good cond, $700 Ph
Sue or Col in (08) 2768593
White Swannee (How I luv ya!) GTR
World Beater (Int) Thoroughbred
looking for new stable (hang on, she
goes fast!) $2500 ono del ivered to your
corral pronto; it's a buckin' beauty
Honcho, Yer! Ph Julius (08) 2611902
sunup to sundown

STOLEN
Taken from Parkes
during the Flatlands
Foil 1608 Racer, Orange
scrim LE, blue/orange
US

ACT
Magic III 166 (Int) ex Pendry world
winner , VB , sandwich , unstretched ,
new side wires + spares, third in 1989
NZ champs, very clean and extremely
fast $1400
Sabre 177 (Int) Good safe cond oVB ,
very fast , spares, won Cooplacurripa
1988 $500
UHF Handheld Electrophone TX475,
ex. cond o + headset (microphone and
earphone) , PIT, car charger, 240V
charger, 3db aerial , std aerial , 2 cases,

Legal action taken
against me by a
manufacturer leaves me
no choice but to ask for
its return.

REWARD
NO Questions
ASKED
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The worldwide success story keeps going for the
incredible XS , this year's most consistently winning
glider, as shown by these latest results:
1st. Noel Bertrand XS French Nationals , St Jean ,
Montclar.
1st. Mark Newland XS US Manufacturers Meet, Mt
Pine, Oregon .
1st. Danny Scott XS Sky Sports Festa 89 , Osaki ,
Japan .
1st. Danny Scott XS Descente Birdman Cup , Japan .
1st. Eiichi Tanaka XS Japan Masters, Japan .

ccess
es
.In Kossen , Austria, Drew Cooper XS , broke 2
unofficial world records for 150 km triangle with a 157
km triangle and speed over a 157 km triangle .

XS's did exceptionally well in the World
Championships leading most days and taking out
2nd place in the individual and 2nd place in the team
competition . There were 4 XS's in the top ten
confirming the opinion of the world's top pilots that
. the XS is consistently the best glider.
Become a success story, fly an XS .
Moyes Delta Gliders P/L. . 173 Bronle Rd.waverley 2024 N.S.W.
Australia.TeL (02) 387 5114 Fax : (02) 387 4472
Moyes California 22021 Covello SI..Californi3 91303.TeL (818)
8873361 Fax (818) 7020612
Moyes Icaro 2000 S.R.L. via Sanla Caterina , 15 1/21038
Leggiuno Reno (Va) Italy.TeL(0332) 648335 Fax (0332) 648079

The Champions GHder.

Moyes Japan t 24·6 2F Mukougaoka. Takatu·KuKawasaki·Shi
Kanagawa Ken·2 13 Japan.
Tel. (044) 8775044 Fax (044) 8557242

