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pa. Overseas magazine subscription is Aus.
$65 (sent SAL). Cheques should be made
payable to and sent to HGFA.
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Neither HGFA nor the editor assume responsibility for the material or opinions presented
in Skysailor.
Copyright in Skysailor is vested in the HGFA.
Copyright in articles and other contributions is
vested in each of the authors in respect of their
contribution.
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15th of the month (for the following month's
Issue!) for contributions, market place, etc.
Market place is free to financial members·
please quote your number· otherwise a
charge of $5 per ~d)s ;ilppUcable.

ADVERTISING
Advertising rates are available from the Editor.
All ads must be paid in advance. Layout,
separations and extra work incur additional
cost.

Skysailor Contributions
All Skysallor contributions should be sent to:

Marie Jeffery
PO Box 401
ALSTONVILLE 2477
Fax: (066) 281988
Ph: (066) 280356
8am-8pm
Keep the articles coming II
We will give $50 per month for the best cover
photo sent in. It can be a black and white,
colour photo or slide.
All photos will be sent back if requested.
Please supply a stamped, self addressed envelope for their return.
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renewals, short term memberships, rating
forms and other administrative matters should
be sent to:

For information about ratings, sites and other
local matters, contact the appropriate state association or club.
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South Perth 6151
Sec. Danny Byrne
(09) 3873605

SAHGA
1 Sturt St
Adelaide 5000
Sec. Rob Woodward
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TasHGA
28 Benwerrin Court
Norwood 7250
Sec. Steve Richards
(003) 447101 H
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Canungra Hang
Glldlng Club (Bris.)
Pres. Jon Durand
(075) 333611
Sec. Bruce Blackshaw
(07) 3782395

Kosciusko Alpine
Paraglldlng Club
ProGuenther Janssen
(064) 562276
Sec. Stuart Andrews
(064) 576190

Central Coast HG
Club (NSW)
Pres: Alf Piper
(043) 682280
V.Pres: Bob Bentley
(043) 331812
Sec: Gary Moulston
(043) 851254
2nd Wed Tuggerah
Lakes Mem Club

North East Victorian
HG Club Inc
Brian Webb
(057) 551753

lIlawarra Hang
Glldlng Club Inc
Meet: Shell harbour
Surf Club 1st Wed
ea month Contact Harry
Docking (042)
967796 H or (042)
564388W
Stanwell Park Club
Pres. Jo McNamara
(042) 942305
Sec. Derrick Inglis
(042) 942305
meet 6pm 1st Sun
ea month
Gladstone HG Club
6 Edward St
Boyne Island 4680
Pres. Pat Purcell
(079) 792562
Sec. Craig Anderson

Cudgegong Valley
HG Club
Sec. Geoff Eustace
(063) 722432
Capricorn Skyrlders
Club
Brian Smith
Rockhampton
(079) 287858
Shane Newell
Yeppoon
(079) 393769
Byron Bay H.G. Club
Pres. Ric Caster
(066) 242781
Sec. Brian Rushton
(066) 290201
meet 1st Wed
each month
Cairns Hang Glldlng
Club (Old)
Nev Akers
(070) 512438 W
Warwick Gill
(070) 537768 H

Northern Beaches
HG Club (Sydney)
Pres: John Hajje
(02) 9822635
Sec: Peter Cairns
(02) 4162370

Sunshine Coast HG
Club (Qld)
Sec. Steve Johnson
(071/074) 941867
Pres. Robert Keen
(071/074) 455642
Dave Cookman
Central West HG Club (071) 498573
Pres - Len Paton
Stan Roy
(068) 537220
(071) 459185
Sec. Jenny Ganderton Alf Carter
(068) 537220
(071) 457265
Tres. Mark Madden
(063) 622927
Newcastle HG Club
Mid North Coast HG
Pres Richard McWhinneyAssoc (NSW)
(049) 549415
Pres. Craig Worth
Sec. Jeff Blunt
~065) 592713
(049) 487491
ec. Ben Leonard
"PG" Ian Ladyman
(065) 821966 H
(049) 498946
Fx (065) 835972 W
Lower Blue Mts
HG Club
Pres. Garry Carr
(02) 6444249 AH
(02) 2958040 BH
Rolf Muller
(02) 735212 H

Sutton Forest Flyers
Pres. Richard Reitzin
(02) 2353033W
(02) 3651533H
Sec. David Jones

Sky High
Paraglldlng Club
Pres. Scott Beresford
(03) 4806441 ah
Sec. Julie Beresford
(03) 4806441 ah

Southern H.G. Club
Pres. Russell Dobson
(03) 5445658 1st Tues
Anchor & Hope Tav
Church St
Richmond

~048l611699W
048 894182H

Eastern H.G. Club
Peter Batchelor
(03) 7353095
Greg Withers
(03l8763981 meet
3rd Wed Olinda
Hotel, Main St
Ulydale (n. rail line)
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Editor's Corner
Winter once again, but hopefully not a stop to flying until spring.
Here in northern NSW we've seen the first decent rain for some
time and hopefully enough to ease the farmers anxieties without
dampening out all our thermal sources.
Once again I've had to stretch the magazine out to 48 pages to
fit in all the material. I trust you'll take the time to read the
various reports by our officials as well as enjoying the flying
articles. Gary Wright tells us what's in store for us in relation
to airspace. Brian Webb discusses our first ever paragliding
nationals. Ian Jarman has gone into some detail about the
pressures that have forced our membership fees up and also
explains just what the HGFA does for us all.
Personally, I recently celebrated 10 years of hang gliding and
took the time to consider the changes I've seen. It seems to me
that the vast improvements in safety, airspace and glider design
have come about by the hard work of a few dedicated people.
Ifwe really want our sportto continue to improve maybeit's time
=::;;
.l
we asked "not what our association can do for us, but what can -'
/
~
1 :,; . :. :'.
we do for our association". (apolagies to R Kennedy)
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GARRY STEVENSON
34 Cambra Road, Belmont,GEELONG, Vic.
Ph 018 351389, AH/Fax 052432185
Onshore Paragliders are pleased to announce a range of fully
certified paragliders for 1991.
Manufactured by Paracond Corporation and currently being sold in
Europe, The U.S.A., and Japan. The prime concern is safety first and
performance second. All paragliders have passed the certification
standards of Gutesiegel (Germ./Swit.), PI (Jap.) or Acfpuls(Fr.).
For the complete beginner. Easy to launch and fly. Modest performance with pricing to match, the Jet and Duck models are
a good point to start. More than 2500 sold over the last 3 years, the paraglider has proved an ideal learning canopy. Priced
from $1790-2040.
For the beginner/intermediate pilot. Just as easy to launch and fly as the Jet and Duck but with a glide ratio of 5:1. The
FD/Jaguar is forgiving enough to be used by complete beginners and continue with performance to satisfy intermediate
pilots. 4800 sold over the last two years. Also available in polyester and priced from $2245-2395.
For intermediate pilots who demand a paraglider to suit all conditions. The Psychic canopy has exceptional wind penetration
and stability in strong gusty conditions. Whether ridge soaring or thermalling, the Psychic is a very versatile paraglider. 1000
sold since 1989. Priced from $2490-2575.
Stop Press!!! New Release! For intermediate pilots, a brand new design this year. Exceptionally safe and stable with good
performance. The GP comes in three sizes: 22 to 27 sq metres. From $2690.
For the ultimate in performance the Malibu has few peers. A glide ratio of 6.1:1 on the Malibu 21 ensures lift on the lightest
breeze. It can be ridge soared on as little as 5-8 knts! Accelerator system allows good penetration in stronger winds. An
exceptional thermalling paraglider the Malibu is for the pilot who demands the best possible performance without sacrificing
safety from the latest designs. Available only since last year, 450 Malibu's have been sold already. Priced from $2925-$3045.

Also available, Tandem and Competition Models
Demonstration model Pshyic including harness and rucksack $1990
Demonstration model canopies available up to $1000 off new price.
A Recreational Paragliding Licence Is Required For Any Purchase
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joying our flying experiences just as much
as you are and not only that, we can pack
up in 3 minutes and be in the pub 1/2 an
hour before the hangies!
Robin Gauld, 63413

Hi Marie
"Just when you thought it was safe ..."

I have a small story which could have been
very tragic but should finish on a good
note. I received a phone call a couple of
days ago from Gilbert, a middle aged gent
whom my company taught to fly a while
ago. Although his voice was weak I felt an
inner strength be-lying his diminutive
frame. Sounds like Gilbert had got himself into a spot of bother. He announced
that he had been in hospital, to which my
immediate response was, "Oh, no a hang
gliding accident".
Dear Marie
Some readers may be interested in the
Australian Weather Calendar printed by
the Bureau of Meteorology, 162-166
Goulburn St, Darlinghurst, NSW 2010.
The calendar is filled with large coloured
pictures of spectacular thunderstorms,
tropical cyclones and other meterological
phenomena. The price of this year's
calendar was $12 when we bought it at the
end of 1990 and it is worth buying for the
pictures alone.
It occurs to me that if someone at HGFA
got inspired, the best dozen photos that
are submitted to Skysailor could be
reproduced in a glossy calendar format
and sold to HGFA members (through
Skysailor) and other interested parties.
Such a venture could turn a handsome
profit which could be invested back into
the organisation. The Bureau of
Meteorology give three complementary
copies of their calendar to successful contributors. Possibly HGFA could come up
with a similar offer.
Yours faithfully
Jack Claff

f\

Thank you for your letter, Jack. This is
certainly something I would like to see
HGFA do, and it has also been suggesteq.
by a Westem Australian pilot some time
ago. The main problem is for HGFA to
find/set aside the initial funding to get the
project off the ground. Estimated cost is
approximately $8,000 for the colour work
and printing,· however I feel this would easily be recouped. After all, we spend $25 on
each new hang gliding T-shirt! As you suggest, it would retum a handsome profit for
HGFA coffers and HGFA currently needs
to look at any revenue eaming venture perhaps we need to remember that it takes
money to make money and that you can't
June 1991

sell from an empty shop'. I will attempt to
submit a proposal to produce a HGFA
calendar to the convention later this year.
Any assistance would be appreciated!
Dear Marie
Its my turn to reply to one of those boneheaded "let's knock the jellyfish" letters.
Don't a lot of them come from North of
the Murray? Peter Wilson was stirring
the pot a bit but like most of the knockers
he's missed the point. "Why do they do it",
and "what are they good for" he asks. Well
the answer is simple - and its the whole
point - we do it because it's FUN!
We may not go faster, further, higher than
our hang gliding buddies but we all get a
lot out of the sport and we are getting
better at it and the better we get the more
FUN it is. So please don't knock us because we wear fluro pants and have
matching canopies or because we are not
all gun pilots; just remember we are en-

"No, my last flight was fantaastic," he explains in his French accent.

"OK, Gilbert, I have no idea; what happened?!!"
Whilst driving into a car park (arriving for
work) Gilbert explains that a cramp
developed in his foot at that crucial moment of using the brake. Well, I think you
can picture the rest, as unable to brake,
the car crashes through a very weak
retaining wall and down a 20 metre drop.
Apparently, this was shown on Sydney TV
but I do not have square eyes so I had not
noticed. His injuries were a lot of bruising
to which the doctors say, "Well, he will fly
again."
However, Gilbert, next time please use
your wings and exclude this flight from
your log book, ok!!! Wishing you a speedy
recovery, Active Air Sports, 14191.
PS. I don't want to start an argument but,
I think the takeoff on page 13, April edi-

,

Gearing up ready to fly Middle, Brother - p. Phillip Troutman.
\
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tion is NOT a classic example. If anybody
has trouble dealing with that, please give
me a call.
Ed's note: My words, I believe were "a great
example"; wings level, looked positive,
pi/otwell through theA-frame. Perhaps the
pi/ot could have held the bar in a bit more,
but definitely not a "sand-dune pop" or a
"Stan well shuffle"! No offence, Tony, it's
nice to know that someone reads the
Editor's Comer!
Dear Marie
How are you? I have been a member of
the HGFA for about 18 years. I am a
regular pilot usually flying in Stanwell
Park and Blue Mountains. I have always
wished hang gliding would become an
Olympic Game sport.
I have learnt that recently, hang gliding
has been officially accepted in the 1992
Olympic Games. This is really good
news.
But I have not read or heard anything
about organising a team together yet. I
would like to know more about what is
happening? How many pilots would be in
the Australian team? How are they going
to select the representatives? What are
the rules ... etc?
I hope you or someone out there can write
an article on the subject in the magazine.
Yours sincerely
Ronald Christians
Ed's note: Ok, Ronald, here's what I have
been able to glean. Although there has
been much lobbying to get some air sports
recognised to participate in the Olympic
Games, hang gliding has not yet been accepted. The main reason would appear
that the Intemational Olympic Committee

has recently changed some of its many
eligibility requirements; the main one
being the number of participating nations
being increased of approximately 50 to 75.
Presently in the sport of hang gliding there
are only 34 or so nations who are members
of the FAI, so that leaves quite a shortfall
in numbers.
Also, (I am not 100% certain of this) I am
told that parachuting may have been
selected as a demonstration sport for the
1992 Games in Barcelona.
Currently, the FA! is attempting to hold a
WorldAir Games on a 4 year basis, the first
tentative date being 1995-96 in Greece.
This willprobably see hang gliding competing in a freestyle fonnat.
There are many other obstacles, initially
unseen, that are likely to exclude hang gliding from the Olympics in the foreseeable
future. Ifyou would like to know more, feel
free to get in contact.
Dear Marie
Marc Verheyden and I found ourselves
short of funds when the National Championships came to Bright. We approached Len Thompson, one of the
owners of the Alpine Hotel in Bright to
see if we could have our entry fees paid.
He agreed with no hesitation and we
emblazoned the words 'Alpine Hotel' on
our gliders. Soon after, Len paid my entry
fees for the Victorian Open also. (Yes,
this is the same Len Thompson who made
fame as a ruckman for Collingwood.)
I would like to encourage anyone who
may visit Bright to have a drink or a meal
at the Alpine Hotel (opposite the clocktower). Their assistance to Marc and I
was great. If the hang gliding and
paragliding community can also show
their appreciation then hopefully the Al-

The Alpine Hotel (Bright) pilots at Bright Hill

pine will continue to support our sport for
many years to come.
They have just completed a re-vamp of
the hotel and also plan to have pictures of
hang gliders on the walls. What better
place to have a drink after a good day's
flying?
Geoff Dossetor, 34102
Dear Marie
Living and flying in North Queensland,
one tends to feel isolated and out of touch
with the core of pilots living in more populated areas of Australia. This has both
advantages and disadvantages at different
times.
I am writing now to thank all the pilots in
Queensland who have supported my inclusion in the first Australian Women's
Hang Gliding Team by buying raffle tickets and T-shirts. When Bron and I had
the shirts made with money out of our own
pockets, I was dubious as to the support
it would receive - but I was pleasantly
surprised.
So thanks again to all the pilots and
friends who have supported and encouraged me - I hope to do your efforts
justice. Special thanks to Dave Cookman,
Pat Purcell, Butch, Gillie and Bron.
Fran Wing, 15628
Dear M Jeffery
I am an engineer/designer/hang glider
pilot, 31 years old, single, from the Moldovian Hang Gliding Club. I have sent a
photo and 2 articles about my glider with
a motor (published in Cross Country Nos.
9 & 10). Now this glider is very threadbare. There was no emergency parachute
until I made it.
My motor can be hung on any modern
glider in 3 minutes. I hope to make a new
suspension motor which would be more
effective and light.
I decided to write you, as I hope to see the
magazine Skysailor at home. I am very
interested in corresponding with other
colleagues because everything from
gliders to parachutes I make myself. I am
interested in glider information and the
magazines Hang Gliding, Drachenflieger
and Skywings. How can it be done?
With best wishes, Arkady Averbukh
Please paste my address on the answering
letter:

USSR/f'CCP-27100~
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National Meet, Owens Valley, California
August 17-251991
For further information, contact Ian Jarman,
HGFA, (048) 834180.

British Comp Dates
League Final, 4-10 August, Laragne France
Bleriot Cup, 1-7 September, Yorkshire Dales
Further info from Mike Collis, BHGA, /Cranfield Airfield, Cranfield, Bedford MK43 OYR
Ph (0234) 751344 or Fax (0234) 751181

2nd Women's World Hang
Gliding Championship
1st to 14th July 1991 in Kossentryrol, Austria.
There is a section for women paragliding pilots.
For more information contact Birgit Svens on
(08) 2721337

USA Comp Dates

Golden XC Meet, Columbia Valley

Tow Meet, Hobbs, New Mexico
29 June 1991

8 July 1991

Canadian National Hang Gliding
Championships Vernon, British Columbia

Manufacturers' League Meet, Telluride, Colorado
July 13-211991
US Team Meet, Dinosaur, Colorado
July 28 - August 21991

22-28 July 1991
Contact Peter Luke (604) 4774245 or Mark Tulloch (604)
3861630 for details, or for early registration: 1991 Nationals
#308-535 Niagara St, Victoria, BC, Canada, V8V 1H3

Bombing out at the Gillies can be the start of an
adventure
photo Fritz Gewerth

World Paragliding Championships
September 7th - 22nd, 1991
Alpes de Haute-Provence, France, north of Nice, approximately
2 hours by car. Further details from Rick Wilson (08) 3526562

Gillies 1000 Competition,Cairns, Far North Qld
14-15 September 199
World's richest 2 day hang gliding competition. Open to Advanced and Intermediate pilots.
Reserve your place now. For further details please contact:
Lee Curran, Sec. 070-312230 W, 547062 H
Dave Evans, Pres. 070-511033 W, 555914 H
This competition is the weekend before Eungella and gives you
the opportunity to hone your skills in a fun competition that
offers serious money. First prize last year was over $700 won by
Pete Aitken.

Ladies Challenge Gillies, Far North Qld
14-15 September 1991. Contact Marjorie Beattie, (070) 553343
or write to PO Box 194, Port Douglas Qld 4871

Eungella Competition, North Qld
Sunday 22 September to 29 September (plus practice day)
Over $5000.00 prize money to the pilots in Open, B Grade and
Queensland divisions. Intermediate and Wind Techs welcome.
35mm camera required. Improved ramp!
$100 nomination fee for flying fun! Inquiries and cheques (payable to):

June 1991
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Steve Chengody
PO Box 33, Witsunday (079) 466350
Book early for good accommodation at Chalet
Eungalla Hang Gliding Package
Includes Guest House Accommodation (twin share)
Dinner, breakfast per person per day = $27.50, Double (with
single bed) Ensuite = $34.50
Weekly rate - Colonial Cabins Accommodation
One bedroom cabin - unserviced, 7 nights, per couple = $315;
two bedroom standard cabin - unserviced, 7 nights maximum of
5 persons = $435; two bedroom deluxe cabin - unserviced, 7
nights maximum of 5 persons = $525
Contact Eungella Chalet: Ph (079) 584509, Fax (079) 584503

Killarney, SE Qld Competitions
A regular competition run on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of every
month from February to November. Sunday will be reserved for
free flying or a short competition task for those pilots wanting
more. For directions to the launch, etc contact Jerry on (07)
2008209

Other Events Worldwide

Scott Beresford pulls big ears at Spion KoPJ p. Heinz

29-30 June, Borders Cup, Scotland
24 June - 6 July, USSR Women's Champs
13-14 July, Aplago Aerobatics
17-21 July, Monte Cucco, Italy

Flying north from Rex Lookout towards Cassowary
Range needs to be worked successfully to make Mosman p. Fritz Gewerth

23-27 July, Italian Nationals, Monte Cucco
21-27 July, Pre-European Champs, Norway
22 July - 5 August, French Nationals, Lachens
26 July - 2 August, Bulgarian Open Champs, Sofia, Bulgaria
3-11 August, Balkan HG Air Games, Sofia, Bulgaria
12-17 August, Spanish Open XC
18-25 August, US Nationals, Owens Valley, USA

Victorian Cross Country League
1 April 1991 to 31 March 1992

Victorian Closed Hang Gliding Championships
2 - 5 November 1991, Mt Beauty area
16,17,23 & 24 November 1991, Mt Cole area
Bogong Cup, 28 December 1991 to 5 January 1992
Flatlands, New South Wales, 7-16 January 1992
Australian Hang Gliding Open (Nationals), Mt Buffalo, 18-26
January 1992
Australian Women's Nationals, Mt Buffalo, 28 January - 5
February 1992
Australian Paragliding Open, 25 January 1992 - 2 February 1992
Mt Cole Cup, To be announced (probably early February after
Nationals)

HGFA New Address
PO Box 558
Tumut NSW 2720
Ph: (069) 472888
8
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Australian XC League 1990/91- Final Score
Brian Webb is the winner of the inaugural Paragliding class with Sam Clarke winning the women's division. A couple of superb
flights at the Flatlands help cinch the XC League for him. In the paragliding section, only open distance flights were submitted. A
short out and return along an alpine ridge or a coastal site such as Stanwell Park could easily have won the Paragliding XC League
this year. Hopefully paragliding XC will snow ball like the early days of hang gliding and pilots will become more adventurous.
Thee is little change to the hang gliding class since last Skysailor, so congratulations to Grant Heaney for taking the lead on the day
before the Easter weekend, the third last day of the competition. 4 of Grant's flights were tow launch with a couple in the Flatlands
area, including his highest scoring flight. Jenny Ganderton takes out the women's section for the 3rd year in a row with all tow launch
flights from the Flatlands area. Ted McCord wins the B grade with flights from tow launches near Tara in Qld except one flight off
Mt Widgee. Most of the better flights were tow launch which made up 90% of the flights submitted but the highest scoring flight
was by Garry Fimeri during the NSW State comps, launching from Mt Talbingo.
The Bill Poole Cup for the club whose best 3 pilots have the highest score goes again to the Central West (NSW) club represented
by Len Paton and Jenny Ganderton.
The competition was fairly low scoring this year and no XC League records were broken. The 91/92 XC League started on the 1st
April so motivate yourselves to enter this correspondence competition with a history of 11 years and wrestle the Bill Poole Cup off
the club which has held it for the past 3 years!
Hang gliding

Fit!
Grant Heaney

ACT

Len Paton

NSW

Jenny Ganderton

NSW

Rohan Holtkamp

VIC

Chris McDonald

NSW

Ted McCord

Qld

Garry Fimeri

SA

Marcus Tobler

Int

Duncan Richardson

ACT

Garth Wimbush

ACT

Peter Bolton

SA

Rob Schroettner

NSW

Helmut Schrodel

WA
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323

31.3.91
125.6
24.3.91
49.2
24.2.91
59.2
20.4.91
85.9

Total
D

404

2679

Ru
424
Ru

2368

360

2348

D
277

2063
1679

30.1.91
100.2

D
323

1656
1535
1270
1061
962
838
675
432

Paraglidlng
Brian Webb

Vic

Shaun Keane

ACT

Ted Jenkins

NSW

Bernie O 'Reilly

Vic

Yves Gilliand

NSW

Michael Gruber

Int

Samantha Clarke

Vic

163
D
126
D
312
D
175

DI
921
DI
606
Dl
173
D
264
D

244

15.3.91
15.9

D
264

1934
1601
629

25.3.91
11.6
20.3.91
10.6

D
194
DI
177

621
547
312
175

Categories

Hang gliding

D Open Distance
G Nominated Goal
R Out & Return
T
Triangle
c - Completed Task

3.22 pts/Km
16.67 pts/km
20 pts/km
3.98 pts/Km
8.59 pts/km
40 pts/km
7.30 pts/Km
40 pts/km
u - uncompleted task
I - Ladder Competition

Paragliding

Each flight is recorded in the following format:

[date
category]
[distance
score]

To enter please send $5 for rules and XS League kit to: Len Paton, "Boganol", Henry Lawson Way, FORBES NSW 2871,
(068) 537220
June 1991
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The 1991 Mt Cole Cup : A Memorable Occasion
by Geoff Dossetor

After living and breathing hang gliding for
the previous four months, I had just begun
working in Melbourne again. Residing at
Bright, North-East Victoria, and competing as often as I could over the summer
had exhausted my savings, but I'd earned
enough in the three weeks back to tide me
over for one more competition.
In the two years since beginning flying, I
have learnt a great deal from the competitions which I have entered. I am definitely
a better pilot than I would have been had
I not entered them and just free-flown.
The Mt Cole Cup was the last of the
season, but arriving at Raglan, HQ for the
week, I found out that many pilots hadn't
managed to get time-off for the working
days.
Saturday of the long-weekend was supposed to be a practice day, but low grey
clouds and rain put a damper on that idea.
Two car-loads of us decided that the next
best idea was to taste some of the local
wines. Upon returning from the wineries
around Ararat, we had smiles to last well
into the night and supplies of Port to last
well into the week. By that time, a number
of people had arrived, many just to fly for
the weekend, but some interstate and internationals to compete for the duration.
The following morning brought with it
blue skies and encouraging cumulus
clouds. By the time we had reached
launch on Mt Buangor however, the

View above Mt Buangor towards Mt Cole, Raglan & Beaufort
clouds had dissipated and a haze
stretched across the horizon. Despite
these signs of an inversion which would
halt the thermals before they got very
high, there was a soarable southerly
breeze blowing up the face. A pilot briefing was held and a task was set to flying
over the back to a town called 'Paradise'.
Once the first pilot launched and went up,
the other thirty or so started piling off the
ramp and almost everyone were up ridge
soaring the face of the mountain, searching for that strong thermal to circle over
the back with. Many pilots did go crosscountry with the best thermals going to
four thousand feet above ground, but
most were messy and low so a number of
pilots landed after about 10 kms. Rob
I{uge was the only person to make the 53

Mike Hoyne bracing himself at Ben Nevis launch as the wind
comes over the back, final day, Mt Cole Cup

km flight to Paradise. While a variety of
characters were scattered along the
course, Joel Rebbechi landed within a few
kilometres of goal. Not bad considering
he is only fifteen years old and of much
less experience than many whom he beat
on the day.
Strong winds accompanied the last day of
the long weekend. Pilots went their
separate ways as conditions were unsuitable for flying. A number of us ventured over to the nearby Grampions
Ranges for some sightseeing. Upon
reaching the summit of one of the walks,
we were confronted with a rock ledge
called 'the nerve test'. It consisted of a
narrow walkway which dropped awayvertically on either side. I discovered that
there are many 'Hangies' who are afraid
of heights. It is amazing that someone
who doesn't think twice about launching
off a steep ramp into nothing can be so
worried by other such challenges. I guess
it is an indication of how safe our sport has
become since its somewhat shaky beginnings, in that these same people are completely at ease while at great heights and
suspended below their trusty glider.
We were camping at the Raglan Recreation Reserve which was fully equipped
with showers, toilets and a large shelter
shed. Every morning we would go to the
hall up the road for breakfast, coffee and
to buy prepared lunches (all catered for
by local volunteers). The forecast for the
working week looked good so the nine
pilots who stayed on all had big grins. On
Tuesday and Wednesday we returned to
Mt Buangor. Both days were virtually the
same as the first day we flew. Goal was
set to fly tailwind over the back, 95 kms to
Minyip. Both times Alan Beavis flew the
furthest with Wes Hill close behind, but
no-one getting any further than half way.
One car drove all the way to Minyip on the
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Wednesday; Helena, the driver, thinking
the her boyfriend Timo (they were both
from Finland) had made goal. We
watched the ten o'clock forecast predict
more of the some weather but did not wait
up until midnight, which was when they
returned. It was a good argument for all
pilots to fly with radios (and ofthe same
type), since none of them flew further
than 12 kms from launch.
Some representatives from the Raglan
Primary School visited the Hall on the
Wednesday morning to ask if we could
give them a talk. I was nominated to do
this since I am a teacher. Even though I
generally like to get away from work, I
didn't mind so much when I saw their
young teacher Miss Collins. It seemed
that I wasn't the only one to notice her
because even though some had been back
late the night before, all the blokes were
up bright and early with me to come to
watch. Previously they had all slept in
until much later, but we all went up and
the kids, who were a great audience,
learnt all about our sport and hung in a
harness below Justin's glider. We
promised to wave to them if we flew over
and they were intent on looking out for us.
That day didn't seem right for Mt Buangor when we arrived there. Instead we
drove a bit further on to Mt Ben Nevis

which at 1500 feet AGL, is about 400 feet
lower and faces westerly. If ever a site
inspires you to fly, this is the one. Takeoff is from a huge granite rock face, which
slopes away to a steep drop with big, clear
landing paddocks directly below. Rock
makes up most of the soar able face which
cooks up big thermals. It was pumping up
the face and we all became excited with
the prospect of big height gains as Cu's
could already be sighted on the horizon.
Wes decided to set the 25 km triangle task
for the first time. The local community
had made a beautiful bronze trophy of
Icarus flying above a cup. It was to go to
the pilot who flew the fastest time around
the set triangle during the week. The
day's comp flight also included a speed
leg over the 20 km from launch to the start
of the triangle.
Justin showed everyone the way up and
soon' we were all thermalling happily up
and away. The first two pilots to leave
were getting high but landed half way
around the triangle. The next three
ended up making it further. I happened
to be one of those pilots, and was glad to
have Timo and Wes along with me since
they usually found the next thermal which
I happily hooked into. Just before we
reached the Raglan Reserve we split up
and I got down to 2000 feet before I found

from Suncoast Hang Gliders

the next thermal. The others were much
higher than me and as I watched my tent
below me get smaller, I noticed the other
two head off to start the triangle.
Helena was at the reserve taking times of
when each pilot started the triangle but
the radio she had wasn't working. I was
circling near the start of the triangle for
some time and since we had no radio
contact, Helena started my time before I
actually left to begin. I got a boomer thermal soon after and from 7400 feet I then
cruised around. I saw Timo low near the
final turnpoint and thought that Wes had
landed when I noticed him below and
gliding down the fmalleg. I did another
turn in the thermal greedily topping my
excess height up, and then flew flat out
around the last turnpoint and into goal.
I can truthfully say that flying tailwind into
goal at 50 mph with heaps of height is the
most gratifying thing I have ever done. I
felt sorry for Wes who grew gradually
larger as he putted along in his Mission
150 (XS Easy) while my Combat rocketed
in. We landed even though everything
was still going up and watched as Timo
came in also. Officially, Wes and I had
equal times of 58 minutes however my
date-back turnpoint photos have since
shown my time to be 57 minutes.

A Beginner-Intermediate Glider developed from our well
known VISION series

the
SPRITE

New Pilots
You'll like the way that:
* It handles on the Ground - Easy

*

Handles in the Air - Easy

* Brings you comfortably back to Earth Easy Landing

* Gets you High - Great Sink Rate
* Drives into Head Wind
Being a keel-pocket glider gives the SPRITE good yaw
stability and freedom from the 'Dutch Roll' characteristic often encountered in keel-pocketless gliders.
This makes for better stability and the use of a smaller
A-frame for easier ground handling. You'll love it

from $2,600
School Enquiries invited
Dales Road,
Palmwoods 4555

Ph. (074) 459185
The SPRITE is currently uncertified
June 1991
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Even though we had close times around
the triangle, Wes won the day on points
since he flew the entire course faster.
This took him to the lead in the comp and
I read the scores next morning with bleary
eyes after celebrations the night before.
As I downed a cup of coffee, I noticed the
thirty primary school children and their
teachers peek in the hall doorway. I
recalled the day before when I found out
that one of the boys and also Miss Collins
both had birthdays on March 15. I had
commented that it was a coincidence
since mine was on the same date, and here
they were singing Happy Birthday to me.
Completely surprised, I thanked them
and accepted a card from the Raglan
Primary School, with Garfield pictured
inside flying a Hang Glider.
That day we headed up Ben Nevis again
and conditions looked even better than
the day before. The triangle was the set
task again and this day we had more pilots
who had taken the Friday off work. The
first pilots to launch got very low, one
landing and the other scratching up very
slowly to 5000 feet. More went off and
even though nice puffy clouds were
everywhere, the lift seemed to be hard to
fmd and slow to ascend. Suddenly people
began taking off and going up fast. I
launched and found myself climbing
sometimes at 1000 feet per minute, all the
way to 8000 feet. Off I flew for the start
of the triangle again, and about an hour
later, found myself rounding the final
turnpoint. Beavo had made goal, and I
was on fmal glide, trying to relocate the
thermal I had left drifting quickly towards
goal so that I could get to the turnpoint.
Just over three kilometres short I landed
and saw Timo landing back down the
road. Craig Docherty, who had been
flying consistently well for the comp had

flown well past the last turnpoint and lost
his good height searching for it.
Helena, Timo and Jean (the Frenchman)
cooked up a European style barbeque for
my birthday that evening. Even though I
hadn't quite made the triangle, I had
received a relieving present. Beavo had
taken 61 minutes so my time still stood as
the fastest around the triangle with only
one day to go. He had regained the lead
of the competition however so celebrations were again in order.
The final day turned out to be invalid. We
went to Ben Nevis but by the time someone had launched, the wind was off to the
south and people were getting drilled. I
must admit being happy to know I'd won
the Challenge Trophy, but it was a little
disappointing to win it without the pressure of the fmal day's flying which so often
sorts out the good pilots from the bad.
That night saw more celebrating. ~he
Railway Hotel was the presentatlOn
venue. Alan Beavis was the winner of the
Mt Cole Cup competition, I was second
and Wes Hill came third. Craig Docherty, from Sydney, came first in C grade and
the Victorian team defeated the W orId
team. The Mt Cole Challenge Trophy
was magnificent for the fast 25km tr~
angle. Because it was made of bronze It
weighed a great deal. The look on
people's faces as they attempted to lift it
was worth watching. Next year another
one can be won by the fastest time under
58 minutes during the compo
The locals had been fantastic in the way
they looked after us. The campsite, .the
hall facilities, and also all the day prIZes
and trophies. We even made front page
in the local newspaper which is uncommon for our sport. We really were spoilt

View from Mt Buangor towards Mt Langi Ghiran, Ararat with
with Grampians beyond

by their hospitality. I hope it pays off and
they get to combine the Victorian Open
with the Mt Cole Cup next year over a
more convenient time slot. Then who
knows, maybe even a second Nationals in
the future for this area which combines
mountains with flatlands to provide a different kind of flying for competition. Although it was a small turnout, this year's
competition was definitely my most
memorable. All who stayed had a great
time and I'm sure it will go on to become
bigger and better.
PS. It is pleasing to note that FOIL
152C's took out first and second place.
Something to keep the rivalry competitive!

Good Public
Relations
Written by Years P-6, Raglan Public
School
On 14th March some of the hang gliders
from the Mt Cole Cup Competition came
over to the school to talk to us about hang
gliding and to show us how to hang glide.
There were hang gliders from France,
Finland NSW and Victoria. Geoff
showed ~s some photos and Miss Collins
showed us a video while Justin was outside setting up his hang glider.
Geoff showed us his cocoon and equipment. A cocoon is like a sleeping bag that
is attached to the hang glider and it keeps
you warm. Some of the equipment hang
gliders carry with them is a map, compass,
a radio, camera, altimeter, speedometer.
The clothing they wear is a flying suit,
stackhat, balaclava, gloves and runners.
When we went outside Justin showed us
his hang glider. Geoff demonstrated to us
how the back goes up when you take off.
Justin lets us ALL have a go in his cocoon.
Mrs Thomson and Miss Collins took
photos of us. Later the Victorian Sta!e
Champion came over to talk to us. Jackie
presented a card on behalf of all the
school to Geoff and the men. They then
had morning tea at school.
We Want a Go Too!!!
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Minutes of HGFA Paragliding Sub Committee Meeting
22 and 25 March 1991
Sub Committee present:
Brian Webb, Ian Ladyman, Rick Wilson
Apologies: Heinz Gloor
Invited Attendees: Stuart Andrews, Mark
Mitsos
Apologies: Shaun Keen
Present: Phil Brown, Bernie O'Reilly
Review previous Paragliding Sub Committee Minutes:
Structure of the Paragliding Sub Committee
Ian Jarman should be contacted regarding the HGFA representative on the
Paragliding Sub Committee with the
HGFABoard
Action: Convenor of the Paragliding Sub
Committee to contact him.
Role of Sky Sailor:
Ian Ladyman has written to Marie Jeffery
regarding consolidating Paragliding articles in one area of the magazine. Its now
up to her.
Paragliding Budget
Heinz presented this to the HGFA Convention.
Competitions
Rick Wilson, Competitions Representative is awaiting information on
World Paragliding Competition in
France this September.
Ian Ladyman is to liaise with A.I.S.
regarding the courses they run.
Cross Country League - Len Paton is now
running this.
Women's Team - Ian Jarman has found
out that more funding will be provided by
the A.I.S. if women are in the Worlds
Team
Action: CAC representative to follow
this up.

He has written to the Australian Standards Association regarding obtaining
Australian certification. The C.AA can
give an airworthiness requirement but in
circumstances like ours commonly accept
and adopt the major airworthiness from
Europe/USA Ian is still waiting for further details regarding the German
Gutesiegel.
France, Switzerland, Spain, U.K. and
possibly the U.S. are looking at formulating a common certification programme.
This is currently the most promising certification scheme to consider adopting in
Australia.
Ian Ladyman is working on compiling a
list of currently certified paragliders with
details of that certification. Ian would
prefer to hand that job over due to his
heavy workload with the Operations
Manual.
Action: Convenor to find another person
for the certification list task
Red Ribbons
Red ribbons should be tied on the trailing
edge of all school paragliders, particularly at busy sites. The system is already
being used at Stanwell Park.
AccidentlIncident reports
The system of reporting still needs to become more organized. In NSW, accident/incident reports are sent to the State
/Region Safety Officer.
The emphasis should be placed on local
clubs to report local accidents/incidents.
These reports can establish valuable
trends in accidents, for example heel and
ankle injuries. The Paragliding Sub Committee should also be informed of all accidents/incidents.

Operations Manual
Ian Ladyman is working on this as a
priority. There will most likely be one
manual for both hang gliding and
paragliding. Ian is still awaiting input on
the new rating system, towing and tandems.
Action: Ian Ladyman
Short Term Membership
Brian and Ian Ladyman are still concerned about this.
Action: Brian to write to the HGFA
Instructor Applications
Brian Webb has decided not to write out
model answers. Some model answers
provided have already been copied. He
will compile a list of required points instead.
Insurance
Personal and professional indemnity insurance is now available.
Tandem Endorsement
Still outstanding.
Action: Heinz Gloor
New Ratings System
The Paragliding Sub Committee
reiterates its desire to have the following
naming convention for the proposed new
rating system.
Student
Novice
Recreational (Currently known in hang
gliding as Intermediate)
Advanced
Working Committees
The Working Committees established at
the previous Paragliding Sub Committee

Stuart Andrews, lTV Meteor soars Spring Hill, Lake lindabyne

Instructors
Heinz Gloor and Brian Webb will stay as
Senior Instructors until formal Senior Instructors are appointed. Formal appointments will be based on guidelines from
the AI.s. as and accepted by the HGFA
Rick Wilson has stepped down as a Senior
Instructor.
Instructors Manual
Brian Webb is still working on this.
Training Seminar
This has been carried out. Many thanks to
Heinz Gloor and Stuart Andrews.
Certification
Ian Ladyman has been working on this.
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are now dissolved. They can be recalled
as necessary.
Agenda Items
Elections for the new Paragliding Sub
Committee
Stuart Andrews has arranged postal votes
for two Paragliding representatives and
one Instructor rep as per the Terms of
Reference for the Paragliding Sub Committee.
Results:
Paragliding Representatives: Mark Mitsos, Sean Keen
Instructor Representative: Stuart
Andrews
The existing Paragliding Sub Committee
accept and welcome the new members.
HGFARep
Ian Ladyman has accepted this, with Ian
Jarman's approval.
Fifth position
To be voted in by the new Paragliding Sub
Committee members.
National Team Selection Requirements:
The Paragliding Sub Committee accept
that they should use the formal HGFA
Competitions manual as the basis for
determining and selecting the Australian
National Team. It was recognised that
with paragliding being so new there would
be some obstacles to overcome. The
Cross Country League, Thredbo Cup,
Flatlands Competition and especially the
Nationals should be taken strongly into
account.

Heinz Gloor & passenger on 11V Titan above Lake lindabyne
sentative Stuart Andrews, CAC representative Ian Jarman, HGFA rep.

two stickers, one for their helmet and one
for their licence book.

Ian Ladyman suggested a standard scoring system for Paragliding comps be implemented. Paul Mollison is already
looking into this in relation to hang gliding.
Action: Brian Webb

Paragliding Representatives:
Paragliding State or Regional representatives should be elected by the
paragliding pilots of that state or region.
An amendment to the Paragliding Sub
Committee Terms of Reference will need
to be presented to the HGFA Board for
ratification.
Action: New Convenor

Funding for the Worlds Championships
Commercial sponsorship
Funding from government bodies such as
the Sports Foundation.
Ian Jarman and Steve Hocking to be contacted as they know a lot about this. Brian
re-iterated the importance of going to
comps in other countries and attracting
people from other countries to comps
held here.

Outstanding Paragliding Sub Committee
positions
The position of Convenor plus the other
vacant position will be fmalised by the end
of Easter 1991. Brian Webb recommended Stuart Andrews as the next Convenor.
Action: Paragliding Sub Committee

Both the Paragliding Sub Committee and
individual pilots will look into funding.
Action: Stuart Andrews

Nationals Team:
Ian Ladyman is the proposed manager for
the Nationals team.

Instructor Requirements: Ian Ladyman
proposed that all Instructors have to fully
reach the current instructor requirements
on renewal of their Instructor's Licence
each year.

Paragliding Nationals 1991
The Balance sheet from this year's Nationals will be published in Skysailor
together with the results.
Action: Brian Webb

~

This proposal was accepted. This would
______________________________________________________ -. mean r e -sub mi t t ing

:

: fuller theory answers,

Paragliding Nationals 1992
Contact the Convenor for provisional
dates of the 1992 Nationals. The date of
the competition like is likely to be within
a week of the 1992 Flatlands Competition.

Brian Webb nominated Yves Gilliand to
organise the seeding rankings of
Australian pilots based on known
Australian competition results.
Selection Committee for Competitions:
Rick Wilson will be stepping down as the
Paragliding Competitions Rep. This position has been accepted by Stuart
Andrews.
The Selection Committee will consist of:
Bernie O'Reilly, National Team repre-

:

"01' Eagle Eyes" flight glasses
: personal logs and
! $105 plain, $145 prescription, $165 Bi-focal ! records of students in
! Wrap-around, metal or plastic frames ! line with the current rei
Electronic Tow Meters - $185
! quire~ents.AlIIn~tru~:

: tors Llcences exprre m
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Denis Cummings
No compromises will be
:
PO Box 741
: given on Instructor apByron Bay 2481
plications.
Ph (066) 856287
Stickers
L•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ..J Rated pilots will receive

!
!
,
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!
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North Coast Avionics

!
!

All proposals to conduct the Nationals
are to be submitted to the Paragliding Sub
Committee by the 30 April 1991
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Reconsider tandem ratings
Action: To be discussed by Paragliding
Sub Committee members present at the
ThredboCup
June 1991

Introduce and discuss the proposed
revised rating system.
Action: To be discussed by Paragliding
Sub Committee members present at the
Thredbo Cup
We need more incident reports to come
m.
Incidents occurring with a particular
brand of canopy should be reported to the
Paragliding Sub Committee.
A letter will be sent to Charles Fellay
recommending that he only sell Trilair
paragliders to people who are qualified to
the level advised on the certification.
Action: New Convenor to write to Charles Fellay
Certification
The European Certification Standards
should be official within 12 months. The
aim of certification is to protect pilots
buying paragliders. Also, once a certification scheme is firmly established
manufacturers will be given guidelines to
follow.
The rest of Item 15 will wait till Australia
has Certification standards in place.
Action: Mark Mitsos to write to Skysailor
detailing existing certification schemes.
Discuss mandatory reserves
Reserves must be worn in Nationals competitions. At present, it is up to Instructors to encourage the use of reserves when
thought necessary.
Brian Webb stated that the HGFA, with
its collective knowledge, could underwrite development of a course to practice
deploying reserve parachutes in a real
situation, (for example, over Lake Jindabine).
Other Points:
Alex de Waal will send information from
Switzerland on reserve deployment courses.
Brian Webb suggested incorporating use
of reserves into Instructor training.
Ian Ladyman suggested that the National
team practice this before going overseas.
In summary, the Paragliding Sub Committee decided that reserve parachutes
are not mandatory (outside of the Nationals) at present.
Action: Brian Webb to write to the
HGFA regarding a reserve deployment
course
Action: Article to be placed in Skysailor
on the use of reserve parachutes.
Action: Stuart Andrews to buy video tape
from New Zealand showing deployment
of reserve parachutes. HGFA to reimburse him.

June 1991

Use of safe paragliders in Competitions:
This item will be reconsidered once certification is achieved.
HGFA renewal/application form to include more information:
The following was agreed:
Flying since -/-/Total flights to date
Total hours to date
Injuries requiring doctors attention to
date
Predominantly coastal or inland flying
List of paragliders owned.
Action: The New Convenor to apply to
HGFA to amend the membership forms
as above.
Introduce a Multiple Choice answer
exam for the current Recreational
licence:
Bernie O'Reilly has devised a working
draft of a multiple choice exam paper.
This was accepted as the proposed new
exam format for the equivalent of the current Recreational rating.
Ian Ladyman will look at Shareware
software system which might be useful.
Action: Bernie O'Reilly and Phil Brown
to progress the multiple choice exam
paper and obtain copies of multiple
choice exams from Switzerland and
France.
Review Instructor requirements:
The Paragliding Sub Committee agreed
that at present there does not need to be
12 months between gaining an advanced
licence and applying to be an instructor.
To get over the problem of copying
theory, the Paragliding Sub Committee
agreed that an Instructor applicant
should be able to satisfactorily answer
oral questions (from an interim Senior
Instructor) if required.
Assistant Instructors
Assistant Instructors can only teach
under the direct guidance of a fully
qualified Instructor. Also, it is up to the
discretion of he overseeing Instructor as
to how much theory the Assistant/Trainee
Instructor teaches.
Other criteria (previously discussed):
AssitantlTrainee Instructors must have:
25 hours of flight logged
Be a Safety Officer
Have a First Aid Certificate
Have a Recreational rating, and minimum of the equivalent of an Intermediate
rating when the new rating system is effective.
In future, applications to be Assitant/Trainee Instructors will be advised
and approved by the HGFA.
SKYSAILOR
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ICOM HANDHELD RADIOS
·The ICOM is our choice, strong, easy to
use and reliable·
Chris Boyce
Aerial Techniques
Stanwell Park
·Our factory pilots use the ICOM 1C40 G,
it's a great little high teCh, high performance radio·
Brian Hayhow
Enterprise Wings
Helensburg
ICOM UHF 40G RADIO
AT A GREAT PRICE I
One of the worlds most advanced handheld UHF radios.
Talk to ground crew & pilots
with this compact (only 6· tall),
high power (5 watts) radio.
Crystal clear reception on the
uncluttered UHF, FM band.
LCD display, programmable
scan, background lighting,
power saver function & channel
lock all standard features.
FACTORY SPECIAL
YERY LIMITED OFFER, ONLY $565.00
Post & insurance $15
ICOM AIR BAND A20
Australia's best selling aircraft band VHF
handheld radio I Powerful output, good
looking heavy duty construction, compact,
clear digital liquid crystal display with
VOR navigation function.
GREAT PRICE ONLY $749.00
Post & insurance $ 18
HS51 HEADSET
, super lightweight headIncludes ·push to talk·
switch, and a pilot controlled VOX function as standard. Folds to pocket size.
ONLY $105 or WITH RADIO $99
plus $5 postage.
CIGARETTE LIGHTER CHARGER
WITH FILTER for car use
EMERGENCY BATTERY PACK
AQ-2 100% WATERPROOF CASE
"DROP IN" 1 hr FAST CHARGER

$ 35
$ 29
$ 42
$190

YES I You can phone or Fax your orders
to us. Bankcard, Visa, Mastercard OK.
Dispatch normally within 24hrs ! Prices
quoted tax exempt.

ULTRALIGHT FLYING MACHINES
SUNBURY AIRFIELD
SUNBURY, VIC, 3429
(03) 744-1305, (03) 439-6083
FAX (03) 431-1869
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Clarification of stalls:
Parachutal stall
Recoverable when the brakes are raised
Non-recoverable when the brakes are
raised
This concludes the Agenda Items.
Any Other Business:
Nationals article for Sky Sailor.
Action: Stuart Andrews will write the
story for Skysailor on the Nationals held
this year at Bright.

All dates and agendas of Paragliding Sub
Committee meeting to be submitted for
publication in Sky Sailor prior to the
meetings.
All meeting to be duly minuted and those
minutes submitted to Sky Sailor for publication.
Meeting closed.

"Thermik" shows Robbie Whitt all and
John Pendry flying hang gliders and
paragliders.
"Paragliding Extreme" is a short
documentary about paragliding which
shows some excellent test flying by Christoph Kirsch.
"Open Window" shows the tension and
tactical manoeuvreing at the 1989 Hang
Gliding and Paragliding World Championships in Fiesch and Kossen.

Selection of National Team
Yves Gilliand is to prepare a proposed
seeding list calculated form the results of
paragliding competitions held in
Australia over the last two years. Yves has
received information from all other competitions and is only awaiting statistics for
the Thredbo Cup being held over Easter
1991.
Action: Yves Gilliand

"Gegenwind" documents one of the first
paragliding flights from Zugspitze,
Germany's highest mountain.
"Otto Lilienthal" is a documentary on the
life and work of Otto Lilienthal. John
Pendry plays the part of Otto and the
video shows attempts to fly a replica of
one of Otto's original gliders.

Thanks
The Paragliding Sub Committee would
like to thank Heinz Gloor, Rick Wilson
and Brian Webb for all their hard work
and time spent. There efforts are appreciated.

Thermik is available from Airwave, Elm
Lane, Newport, Isle of White, UK and the
remaining four are available from Cross
Country Magazine, 1 rue de la Petit Fin21121 Fontaine les Dijon, Fran<:;e

Next Paragliding Sub Committee meeting
To be held some time after the Thredbo
Cup. Date to be fmalised.

Rick Wilson, Seaford Beach - p. Mark Richards

Films/videos

Paragliding Nationals 1991 - Bright
Income
Details

Amount

Pilots
Teeshirts
Bright Shire donation
Expenditure
Details
Teeshirts @ $10
Finale barbecue - drink
Finale barbecue - food
Phil Brown, Meet Director
Site work
Finale Barbecue - food, premises, work
Photocopying, postage
Numbering for canopies
Officials fuel and vehicle claims
Thankyou gifts for volunteer helpers
HGFA, scoring system
Donation, SES for stretcher and standby
Donation to Scouts for 1st Aid Kit
Administration and scoring
Computer, stationary, phone, facilities
Video Mail out
Radios
Bank Charges
Income
Expenditure
Balance
16
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2755.00
360.00
200.00
3315.00
Amount
500.00
160.00
31.77
1000.00
400.00
200.00
45.00
51.00
120.00
49.50
100.00

50.00
50.00
250.00
75.00
40.00

50.00
9.51
3181.78
$3,315.00
$3,18178
$133.22
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Victorian Sites: 0 Id, New and Rediscovered
by Graeme Drew

I was interested to read Russell Dobsons
report in the Victorian section of State
and Club News back in the October issue.
In it he mentions a NEW site near
Camperdown called Lake Bullen Merri;
well I hate to tell you this, Russell, but it's
only a rediscovered site. Quite a few of us
used to soar that site as far back as 1976
on old standard Rogallos. I think history
will show that it was first flown by one Ron
"Son of God" Taylor in early 1976. Some
of you in the Bright area may know Ron,
I believe he is getting back into the sport
after a long break. The section of the
crater on Dr Menzies property is the most
accessible, but most faces of the crater
have been soared including some of the
faces on the adjoining Lake Gnotuk
crater. A word of warning, don't land in
the water, it's very deep.
I doubt very much if you will find any new
sites in the Western District of Victoria or
along the adjoining coastline. The members of the old Dynasoarers Club in
Geelong as well as groups of flyers from
Camper down, Ballarat and Warrnambool scoured the area thoroughly through
the early and mid 70's. Perhaps if some of
the newer flyers want to rediscover some
sites they could try Mount Leura, also at
Camperdown, Mount Elephant to the
north and Tower Hill near Warrnambool.
Both Mount Elephant and Tower Hill
were the sites of many early competitions
and fly-ins. A very similar site to the
crater at Lake Bullen Merri can be found
at Red Rock which is to the north west of
Colac. About 300 metres back from the
Red Rock turnoff on the Alvie road there
is a dirt track goes in to the left, this leads
to a parking area on the top of the slope.
Again a warning that the water in these
craters is quite deep, but also watch out
for the many electric fences in the area.

Swifts Creek township there is a high hill
with a good track going up to it. In the
general area there appear to be many high
launches, but some ground work would
have to be done with the local landowners
with regard to access.
I've noted with interest the increase in
paraglider numbers on the coast and
especially around the Spion Kopje site at
Fairhaven. Present day Paragliders seem
to have about the same performance as
the old standard Rogallos we flew many
years ago. Perhaps some of you
paraglider flyers may be interested in
trying a site a little further down the Great
Ocean Road. It's called "The Brothers"
and is on the Ocean Road about 5
kilometres to the west of Lorne. Access
is via a property whose gateway is just past
the~heoak River bridge. The property is
called Little Sheoak and during the summer months there is a grass skiing area in
this valley and a sign usually marks the
turnoff. Launch is on the top of the eastern hill of the two known as the Brothers
and is around 400 feet above sea level.
The launch is a clear rounded hill top
which is very well suited for both hang
glider and paraglider launches. Now the
catch is that you can't drive all the way to
the top, but with a paraglider being so
light this should not be a problem. The
landing area is either on top or half a
kilometre to the west at the mouth of the
Cumberland river where there is a large
beach area.
Now the real beauty of this site is that once
you have built up height you can cross the
Cumberland Valley gap and get onto the
750 foot face of Mount Defiance which of

course is the highest section of the whole
coastal run. Having flown this site initially back in October 1977 (actually I was the
first to fly it), I would suggest that it be
only flown by advanced pilots. This is
mainly because of the limited bottom
landing area. you haven't got acres of
beach like you have at Spion. Another
danger is the channeling effect of the wind
both in the Cumberland River valley and
through the saddle between the two hills.
Keep well out in front in both these areas
or you may find you have difficulty
penetrating this channeled wind. As
there is a valley directly behind the site
you shouldn't drift too far back either or
you're likely to hit the rotor off the top of
the hill. Taking into account these warnings I think you'll fmd it an excellent site.
Now I'm not aware of the site being used
as a launch over recent years, so perhaps
some renegotiation with the property
owners would be in order. The actual
takeoff is on Crown land, but to get easy
access you have to pass through the
private property. If you would like a good
view of the hill in question without the
climb to the top then you should drive a
few kilometres more down the Ocean
Road. Looking back from the Mount
Defiance lookout, the launch is fairly obvious.
Finally now that the full run from the Jan
Juc car park to the Cape Otway Lighthouse has been done, who will be first to
do it both ways, that is, out and return?
Such a flight would be in excess of 200
kilometres, not bad for a coastal run ..
Well I wish you all safe flying on either
old, new or rediscovered sites.

Ted Remeika having fun at Flinders - p Renate Schilling

I would suggest that if you are one to look
for new sites and want to be first to fly
them, then East Gippsland offers some
possibilities. I don't think the top lookout
above Lakes Entrance has ever been
flown. That's on the Melbourne side and
launch would be near the navigation light
tower. There is also a ridge above the
Golf Course at Lakes Entrance, that's on
the Orbost side. Near Orbost itself there
is a place called Corringle Beach which is
part of the 90 mile beach. Here there are
some very high sandunes that run for
several kilometres along the coast.
Another area worth investigating is the
Tambo Valley south of Omeo and around
the Swifts Creek area. To the east of
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1991 National Instructor
Conference
Incorporating the first HGFA National
Safety Officer Workshops and National
Competition Organisers Workshop
Theme: Towing Procedures
Tumut Airport
June 26 - 30 1991
Conference Synopsis:
The first National Instructor Conference
(NIe) will incorporate several very important safety and training projects, including:
HGfNNCAS Level 1 coaching and reaccreditation course
HGFNNCAS Level 2 coaching course,
part one;
A complete Towing Procedures Seminar
for the endorsement of instructors and
examiner/safety officers and to establish a
flrm set of towing regulations for all
HGFA tow-launch operations.

Tandem Endorsement session for Instructors;
Safety Officer/Examiner workshop for
the clubs and regional appointees to
familiarise themselves with the responsibilities and procedures of these appointments.
Competitions Organiser/Judges
Workshop to cover the planning, running,
scoring and budgeting of National Ladder competitions.

This Conference is the most important
safety/training project ever attempted by
HGFA and follows closely on the PHG
CFI Course which was a resounding success.

Several of these will be concurrent sessions with the opportunity for members to
register/attend speciflc workshops or
seminar sessions as appropriate to their
requirements.

NOTE: All instructors must attend to
maintain full level 1 status and the legal
right to issue HGFA Pilot Certificates
(those that have just attended the CFI
Course are excepted).

The venue will be the Tumut Airport,
(CAA licensed) with all weather bitumen
runway and taxi way, with grass verges for
towing operations. Lectures and indoor
sessions will be held at the airport in the
Aero Club building and in the Airport
Terminal rooms.

For further details and accommodation,
transportation information and registration form please contact the HGFA office
during business hours (Mon-Fri, 8am4pm).

All instructors, clubs and regions should
ensure that they are fully represented so
that the objectives of the Conference can
be achieved and national standards established.

Ian Jarman, National Executive Director
and Coaching Director

IS YOUR COACH OR INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITED?
The HANG GLIDING FEDERATION of AUSTRALIA has
developed a national coaching accreditation scheme
in conjunction with the Australian Coaching Council
Does your COACH understand the basic skills of
your sport?
Can your COACH impart the skills of your sport
by demonstration and clear instruction?
Can your COACH plan and organise productive
practice sessions?
Can your COACH analyse and correct faults in
your performance?
Does your COACH know how to avoid unsafe
and dangerous practices?
Does your COACH know what to do if you are
injured?
Your COACH will know all of these things if she
or he has attended a course under the NATIONAL
COACHING ACCREDITATION SCHEME.
If accredited, your COACH will have learnt the
general prinCiples of coaching and performance as
well as the techniques , skills and strategies of your
sport
Effective COACHING calls for special skills that
have been learnt and practised .

AUSTRALIAN
COACHING COUNCil
COACH
16625 MR MAX HYTE
41 CLOUD STREET
CUMULUS NSW 2720
Sport : HANG GLIDING
Date: 11/05/94 Level: 1

Successful COACHES are those who can learn
new skills, are flexible when change is needed, can
accept constructive criticism and can evaluate
themselves. They can relate to people .
After attending an accreditation course, your
COACH will be more effective and his or her
improved coaching skills will help you get more out
of your sport.
Your sport will become more enjoyable.
Should such an important part of your life be
handled by an unqualified enthusiast?

QUALIFIED COACHES MAKE
THE BEST COACHES
U~
AUSTRAlIAN~COMMISSION
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Accident Reports
1.
Pilot:
Experience:
Glider:
Date:
Site:
Conditions:
Accident:
Glider damage:
Pilot injury:

Ken Stothard
150 hrs
Foil Combat
24.3.91
Stanwell
SEfresh
Tree landing
none
leg scratches

I had been flying for about thirty minutes when I felt
a heart stopping jerk. Not knowing what it was I
returned to Stanwell to land and do a full check. On
final approach for the shute I pulled in the bar for
more speed when the shoulder straps on my pod
harness released completely, my approach speed is
normally slow and so it didn't take long before a stall
was induced with me pushing on the bar to get back
in the harness. The left wing stalled first probably
with the assistance of some nice little rotors coming
off the reclamation area, and this caused a left urn
which put me over the road and power lines (north
of the lagoon) and with about 50 ft clearance. On
regaining some control I executed a 180 to clear the
power lines but unfortunately, not enough height to
clear the trees. I went into the trees with full arm
extension and head down, which resulted in a fairly
slow entry into the trees. I came to rest with my feet
about 3 ft from the ground, and I can tell you it is
not easy to eject from a harness while hanging in it.
It took me 11/2 hours to get me and my wing out of
there, and I still cannot believe that no one came to
my assistance. 2 hours later after a close inspection
(thanks Rion) and some running repairs to the
harness, I took off for a good fly to Bulli and back.
Pre-flight everything, and happy landings.
2.
Date:
Site:
Conditions:
Pilot:
Glider:
Glider damage:
Pilot Injury:

21.4.91
Rainbow Beach, Qld
8-10 kts NE CAVOK
Alan Goldsworthy, Advanced
Moyes 142XS
None
Compression injury to neck

On the first flight of the day, I was making a dummy
landing run through the Carlo Sand Blow still in
prone when the base bar struck rising ground. I
swung through the A-frame and my head hit the
keel and noseplates causing severe pain.
I was transported to Gympie Base Hospital for
X-rays due to suspected vertebrae injury. It was
subsequently identified as a compression injury to
the neck.
Please note: This accident is easily avoidable if the
standard accepted landing technique is used which
is to be in hang for at least the last 50 ft of the
descent. This ensures that the pilot's feet or harness will touch the ground before the base bar,
alerting the pilot of flying too low in the ground
effect.
3. ATOL Accidents
There has now been two related ATOL accidents
(that I know about).
In one case, the pilot had an intermediate rating and
about 10 years experience behind him, however not
much (if any) ATOL experience. The second case
involved a novice pilot with about 6 ATOL tows to
his credit.
In the first example, the pilot launched his GTR
from the truck but let go of, or simply lost his hold,
on the base bar. This resulted in a severe nose-up
attitude which broke the weak-link. The glider then
actually started flying itself but the pilot made no
attempt to get hold of the base bar. The glider
started turning by itself until it finally crashed.
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The second case had the pilot launch a Pulsar glider.
On launch he pushed out and the glider started to
yawing, due to a very high angle of attack. The
winch was free-wheeled to drop the line tension to
zero, but the pilot made no attempt to recover. The
glider eventually stalled and crashed. The pilot was
still holding the bar out on impact.
The common factor in both cases appears to have
been panic. The pilots involved both froze.
With ATOL launches, the transition from ground
(truck) to air is somewhat more sudden than other
forms of launching. Maybe this abruptness is upsetting pilots' "presence of mind" to the extent that
they are not keeping track of what to do to keep the
glider flying. In both cases mentioned the pilots
received substantial serious injuries.
Before you launch, whether it be ATOL, static line
or from a hill, think about what you would do if
something goes wrong. Will you be able to think
clearly and fly the glider out of danger or will you go
"oh shit" and watch the world go by?
Zupy, S. Queensland Safety Officer
4. "Accident Report in Disguise?" by Geoff
Dossetor
These days I have become somewhat cynical about
most things. Buya car and invariably it will tum out
to be a lemon. Watch T.V. and half of the businesses recently advertising great deals, investments
or whatever, have taken the money and conveniently gone bankrupt. I am gradually becoming a
fortress of mistrust and suspicion when it comes to
spending time or money on anything.
A couple of Saturday nights ago I was stood up for
a date. This did wonders for my cynical view of life.
I felt like everyone was trying to rip me off in one
way or another. Oh well, I thought. It was blowing
a nice southerly the next morning so I loaded the
glider and rolled on down to Flinders for a flight.
Sure enough, it was perfect for a coastal cruise
something which isn't too common around Melbourne during winter. Two guys, Andy and Paul,
were already there and we all set up. I've had my
trusty Foil 160B for almost a year now without a
particular screw which holds the back of the sail
under the keel. While recently visiting Queensland
I was told that it was dangerous not to have that
screw. Apparently while diving, the sail could slide
down the keel, without the screw holding it, and the
centre of pressure could move and cause the glider
to tumble. (Is this true?) It never caused me any
problems, but had made a Queensland pilot briefly
discover a different (inverted) view of the world. I
had brought along a varietyof screws but guess what
... none fitted! I asked the other guys if they had
anything that might fit, and was pleasantly surprised
when Paul found one in his car and gave it to me.
Something for nothing! I began to cheer up in
finding someone who wasn't after my money.
I took off, leaving my worries on the ground and was
happy and relieved to be floating around effortlessly
in the abundant lift.
Other pilots began to arrive and set up. I noticed
some paraglider pilots patientlywaiting for the wind
to drop a few knots. I flew off up the coast some
kilometers and was glad to have strapped on the
vario because there were some strong bubbles going
up to almost a thousand feet; somthing I hadn't
come across at Flinders before.
After 21/2 hours I was beginning to get tired since I
hadn't had a long flight since the summer. I decided
to stick it out for another half an hour. Eventually
the hills were becoming crowded with numerous
paragliders, who had patiently waited for the wind
to drop off a bit, so I decided to go down to land.
At Flinders you can land over quite a long stretch
of beach, however there is a convenient place near
the carpark to the left which is also more into wind
and therefore even easier to land at. I had always
landed there so I was quite annoyed to see some
people flying their ki te there. I flew over top of
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them and shouted "Iook-out" from about 100 feet
but they didn't hear. I was too high to be on fmal so
I turned right (half cross, half down wind) to lose
some more height. Perhaps it was due to my lack of
regular flying over winter or fatigue, or both, but I
let myself lose way too much height on this leg.
Suddenly I found myself low and speeding in the
wrong direction down the beach. Rather than try to
land this way, I turned the glider steeply in an effort
to fly into wind, but to my disgust ended up not very
high and over the waves at high tide. My wingtip
just clipped the water but I managed to level out and
skim tailwind onto the shore. My base-bar just
made the wet sand, the glider nosed in and my hands
continued to move forwards, breaking both round
uprights along the way. It was the fll'St time I'd even
been glad to float those extra meters you get with a
tailwind landing. A shin deep wave washed over my
legs to remind me that I was down!
Immediately I was up and trying to pull the glider
up the beach but it wouldn't budge. I unclipped and
quickly got the harness off. I lifted the base-bar with
the vario on it away from the waves and dragged the
glider out from the water.
Some people wandered over and since I was the first
down, they asked if I was supposed to land like that?
I was very embarrassed and annoyed at myself. I
looked at the vario and to my horror, saw moisture
inside the display board.
Others progressively came in to land and reminded
me just how easily it could be done with a nice long
approach, pulling on speed to descend through the
wind gradient. They hadn't even seen my bingle but
followed the common sense flight path. I had simply
taken landing too lightly after the pleasure of a long
flight, although it is probably the most critical
minute(s) of any flight. We all checked the glider
but it looked OK, except for the uprights. It turned
out that the only other damage was a couple of small
tears and an eyelet had ripped out (the eyelet
through which my new screw had held the sail to the
keel for about 3 hours!)

film:

Geoff Dossetor 34102
Interm 127 hours (11/2 y rs)
.Glilkr:
Foill60B
~
Flinders (Golf Course), SSE 90°
ASL
~
26 August 1990
Conditions'
South, 15-20 knots
Glider Damagc'2 uprights, small tears in sail
Pilot Injury;
Cut finger.
Severe embarrassment
Experience'

I was OK but my main worry was the vario. That
night I rang Phil Sjostrom who said to send it
straight to him in South Australia (where he makes
them). Apparently it would have been best to immerse it in warm tap water to slow corrosion from
the saltwater. I hadn't, but was lucky because 2 days
later Phil rang to tell me that the vario had survived.
He had spent hours scrubbing it with a toothbrush
to clean out the salt. Instead of a $750 bill for a new
vario, I scraped out of it all with a $40 bill, (he didn't
even know me).
One purpose of this article was to be an accident
report. I had wanted to remind everyone of the
dangers in taking a landing too lightly after a long
flight. The main reason I wrote it however, was to
show my appreciation of the service Phil Sjostrom
provided. I was grateful for him going out of his way
to repair the instrument as quickly, and as wel\ as
he could ( ... and for confirming how to pronounce
his surname!) I would have been none the wiser had
he told me it was ruined. He reminded me that
business people do exist who provide an excellent
product, a good back-up service, and who aren't out
to rip people off. lf this convinces anyone to buy a
'Sjostrom' vario-altimeter then that will hopeful\y
reward Phil for being that type of businessman.
Ed's note: Sorry for the delay in publishing this
report, Geoff.
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You Can Make Your
Sport Safer
DrIB Ward
University of New England - Northern
Rivers
PO Box 167
Lismore NSW 2480
To all members
I need your assistance in making your
sport a safer recreation activity. Your
response to my request for personal information about any accidents you have experienced while hang gliding will
determine whether I am able to proceed
with an investigation into improved techniques which will reduce the incidence of
injuries.
Without your replies I will not have the
ammunition to apply for a research grant
from the Australian Sports Commission.
Ian Jarman, your administrator, has indicated to me that your sport has had a
request in for research for several years
but has never had any takers. I am
prepared to put in the time to apply for a
grant. I need you to put in the time to give

the details of any accidents you may have
had, no matter how slight they may have
been in your opinion. If I don't have
specific data, I can't provide adequate
argument that your sport could be made
safer.

It is my intention to analyse takeoff and
landing techniques via use of any existing
video footage where accidents occurred,
as well as filming members live. Then I
can apply biomechanical concepts to
determine where skills can be improved,
adjusted, fine tuned, to bring about higher
skill production and lower the incidence
of injuries.
Hopefully the bottom line would be that
a video could be produced with the help
of your Federation, which would explain
to each member how to improve personal
skills, and drills that could be used to
practice. Bearing in mind that if the
average member spend fifty hours in the
air each year only about five minutes
would actually involve the most risky portions of flight, that of takeoff and landing.
We need to develop more land drills that
allow pilots to gain experience and confidence before getting into the air.

Would you forward to me then within a
week of receiving this letter any details
that you consider I could use to compile
data on:
1. How many hours flying.
2. Total number of accidents.
3. Number of accidents in first two years
of flying.
4. Launch
Number of accidents
__ Types of accidents
Be specific! For example: sprained ankle,
fractured collarbone, concussion. If you
have access to any video or film evidence,
please tell me, so that if the application
for a grant is successful, I can contact you
to borrow same.
Thank you for your co-operation.
Yours sincerely
Dr. I.B. Ward
PS. The information remains confidential. If you have any doubts do not include
your name in the reply. I am aware that a
survey for insurance that was conducted
in the past only drew about five responses
but I'm confident that your desire to cooperate this time should make more sense
because you will be the beneficiaries.

Back-Up Systems by Rod Buck
Reprinted from Wing!
I was wiring off a new P1 on Rushup the
other day, and, as usual, gave him a hang
check. I've unfortunately forgotten his
name (my apologies if he's reading this)
but he had a newish Calypso and Podlite.
He was about to fly with two backup loops
and one twistlock caribiner. I commented on this whilst doing the hang
check saying: "You're a braver man than
me, flying with one carabiner, and an alloy
one at that!"
The reply was a puzzled look, and ''Why,
is that bad?"

"It is if it breaks. You'll spend a little time
wanting a backup very badly!"
I then explained how carabiners (especially alloy ones) should not be regarded
as foolproof, and how, about 5-6 years
ago, I was hang checking and adjusting
the harness of a guy about to take off at
Bradwell, when the crab fell apart in my
hands. The pilot in question only had one
fitted. I showed him the broken crab.
I've never seen a green face before, but it
was interesting. since then, I've always
flown with two steels, each rated at
10,OOOkg. At £6.50 each, it's cheap insurance.
20

Back to the present. The next thing the
pilot said was: "Well, there was only one
on the harness when I got it! I thought
that was OK. No-one said anything about
it to me. And we only flew with one when
I was in school".
Now, from a harness dealers point of
view, there's surely no conflict between
adding to the customers safety, (particularly if he's a novice and maybe
doesn't know any better) and taking
another £8 or so off him for a second krab
and backup hang loop?
Recently, when my daughter Jenny was in
school doing her EPC, I had occasion to
point out to the proprietor (whom I
respect greatly, otherwise he wouldn't be
teaching my daughter) that most, if not all,
training seemed to be done with one
carabiner on the gorilla harness and
wasn't this inadvertently teaching pupil
pilots that one crab was the norm?
Was there a BHGA policy on this? (Apparently not) and wouldn't it be better to
ding into trainees heads from DAY ONE
that two carabiners and two hang loops
were normal practice at minimal extra
cost?

ing, when flights last less than 10 seconds,
and heights above ground rarely exceed
6ft.
However once students moved back to
the training hill, and started to have more
ground clearance and longer flights, a
backup loop and 2nd carabiner would be
introduced and used from then on.
Anyway, I showed our novice pilot two
harnesses fitted with twin loops and
carabiners, with the parachute leader
moused to the backup. (Incidentally, he
had no chute either). He left me determined to seek out a spare carabiner and
fit it as soon as possible.
I fmd it amazing, though that he apparent1y didn't know this basic safety step. I
know there are a hardy few old-timers out
there who only fly with one, and have done
for years. OK, it's your funeral. However, can I make a plea to all pilots (and
especially dealers) to approach any
novices they see flying with one only, and
at least point out to them that two is safer,
and costs naff all extra?

If they then choose to carryon with one,
at least it's an informed choice.

We eventually agreed that perhaps it was
impractical in the first day or two of train-
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209 k1ms in Queensland by Pat Purcell
In life these days there isn't too much that
one can accomplish that hasn't been done
many times before. Fortunately flying
Hang Gliders Cross Country can provide
an affordable challenge to break new
frontiers and achieve new Goals. My
Goal was to fly 160kIms from the east
coast in Queensland where big distances
are rare. Monday 17th December saw
that Goal fulfilled for me. Craig had the
XS at Boyne Island so armed with a Combat 152 we set off for the unknown (how
far would we fly?).
Maximum conditions with thermal activity greeted us on launch. The strong
winds tend to break up thermals but a
good tailwind helps to cover some distance. Not long after Take-off I was on
my way soon to be joined in the air by Col
and Steve. Little did I realize that I would
make the decision to go 'over the back' 4
times on this day as I would cross 4 Ranges!
Instead of flying up the valley I crossed the
second range and soon found myself in
desperate need of lift. I was setting up a
landing, down to 600' AGL with harness
unzipped when my trusty Sjostrom sang
that lovely tune - LIFT! It was small but
fairly punch - two 3600 ,s and I knew I
could get up. Col was to land here later,
it wasn't to be his day as the seabreeze
would end his flight. This was close to our
new tow strip we were to bulldoze later
that week. Soon I was back to cruising
height, I relaxed, had a good look around
and felt sorry for those people who would
never feel what I was feeling now. I was
snapped back to
reality as I approached my third
Range a few thermals later. It looked
awesome - isolated
country.

I was soon getting a view I didn't like _ I
could nearly read the brand name on the
tractor below me. I was scratching in a
broken patchy thermal but I was slowly
gaining precious altitude. I conferred
with Col I had put 100 kilometers between
myself and Take-off so I set my sights on
the magic 160 kilometer barrier. I was
now near our old tow strip enjoying the
view of the Callide Power Station and
Boundary Hill Mine which made me realize how much ground they tear up.
Familiar territory, I relaxed, the course I
was no I had flown many times before - no
sweat - I called Col, I will make it to
Wowan.
W owan was complicated I had another
range to cross, my distance was I calculated 150kIms and I was down to 1,600'
AGL. To make matters worse I was horribly airsick and only those who have been
air or seasick can appreciate what I went
through. As I emptied the contents of my
stomach I kept saying to myself - get up!
get up! I must cross this Range to fly 100
miles. As I was circling in broken lift I
searched for the resident wedge-tail
eagles which were on all the other ranges
- yes there he was struggling too - they
would not benefit me today but still they
are always a majestic sight to behold as we
drifted closer and closer together in our
cores. As I left the Range behind me I
realized that it was starting to get cold
again, I had only worn a short sleeve TShirt but what a nice problem to have.
Soon I would forget the coldness and the
air sickness, a new feeling would over-

come them - elation and joy! I had flown
100 miles! I had done it. I joined the elite
(as few as 6 or 7 I think) number of Hang
Glider Pilots who have flown over 160
klms of Queensland countryside. As
during most of my flight I pulled the
basebar in to keep up a good
groundspeed and kept pushing to the
west to avoid the seabreeze. I wasn't tired
thanks to the Combat's easy handling - I
was ecstatic.
By now I could make out another Range
on my left - visibility was poor due to the
haze from a large bushfire as well as looking directly into the suo. I was confronted
with trees all ahead of me with no landing
paddocks downwind that I could see. I
was getting low, I would call it quits - I saw
a farmhouse at the end of a road to the
North and I could sneak in an extra 6 or 7
kilometers.
Launching from Miriam Vale I had flown
209kIms to Duaringa in 4.25hrs. I had no
"magic" conditions and I had done the
entire flight SQLQ. I would like to thank
my flying buddies for their patient
retrieval from Smith's property at
10.30pm and especially to the early
pioneers and those still developing Hang
Gliding - thanks again. A flight like this
makes all the hot days, rough air and short
flights worthwhile. Yes I will always
remember this flight!

i'

I spoke to Colon the
radio - don't panic if
you don't hear from
me for quite a while
as I may face a long
walk out. Whilst
being a yo-yo waiting
for a good thermal, I
glanced down, I saw
an ultralight on an
airfield - urn - if the
worst comes I could
join a fellow aviator
but not today I was
soon on my way
again across the
Range.
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ensure that each partiCipant is thoroughly
conversant with the vertical and lateral
boundaries of the area (as depicted in the
attached char~) and carries an appropriately
marked map.

(c)

Operations may take place no closer than 5 nautical miles
to Wollongong Aerodrome and to a maximum altitude of
5,000 feet AMSL, or 500 feet below the lower limit of
controlled airspace, whichever is the lower;

(d )

A permanent sign as detailed in your letter of February
1990, must be erected and da1:ed as per the approvaL

19 APR 1~91

This constitutes approval for a twelve month trial period
concluding 31 March 1992. The approval may be revoked by the
Authority at any time, if in the opinion of the Authority an
increa~ of IFR traffic or a realignment of the instrument
approach procedure warrants su~h action.

Dear Mr Docking
HANG GLIDING APPROVAL NO. HJ91-02

At the conclusion of the trial, provided no objections or
incidents have been raised against the activity, the area will
be promulgated by the use of a hang gliding symbol on the
appropriate maps and char1:s.

Permission is hereby granted in accordance with Civil Aviation
Orders Section 95.8, paragraph 4.7(e) to enable you to conduct
hang gliding operations from Tongarra and along the Illawarra
escarpment, closer than sixteen kilometres to Wollongong
Aerodrome for a trial period of twelve months, subject to the
following conditions:
(a )

(b)

It should be noted that this is an operational approval only
and does not confer on you any rights as against the owner/ s or
occupier/ s of any land on or over which the operations are
conducted .

Hang gliding operations shall not take place in weather
conditions less than VMC (as defined in the Visual Flight
Guide Section 25-1) ;

Yours sincerely

Prior to the commencement of hang gliding operations a
~sponsible person (~eferably a senior member of the NSW
HGA) shall:

clL~

(i)

contact Sydney Flight Service on (02) 6679528 or
6579432 to notify corr~encernent, anticipated
duration and numbers of hang gliders operating on
site;

M.P . O'BRIEN
Acting Manager
Flight Operations
Delegate of the Authority

(ii)

contact the operators at Wollongong aerodrome
advising the details in (i) above;

cc .

(iii)

ensure that all participants are authorised to
fly the site, by the HGFA;

(iv)

ensure that each carries a serviceable altimeter
capable of being set to the area QNH;

If

a:

9
Ci

CJ)

~

(/)

~////
APO

At Last, Tongarra Approval
Over the last 2 years the lliawarra Club has battled disinterest in the CAA but have finally
won approval, albeit with several restrictions for hang gliding at Tongarra, Saddlcback and
J amberoo sites. The approval notification and area map are reprinted in full for all pilots
to read and become familiar with. We have 12 months of trial to get through but it will be
worth it to get our little symbols placed on the aviation charts permanently.
Visiting pilots should also note that the designated LZis the Hanigan property for Tongarra.
This is opposite Tongarra lane on the lliawarra Highway and is due north form TO.
Anything short of the highway are horse studs and are a big NO NO! For further details
contact any of the lliawarra site safety officers.
Bruce McLeish, 378557; Harry Docking, 967796; Mark Ryall, 717954; James Nathaniel,

971923
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But we even ha've m
Tow and Thermal courses. XC courses. Fl ying a
year round • Accommodation for the individu al or f;
Qualified and experienced instructors with over 10 ~
Macquarie and Laurieton shopping centres • Fishir
beaches 10 minutes drive

So if you would like more informatic
Call Lee Scott (CFI) on O(
In Stock Now
Must Clear
New & Secondhand gliders at super low pri(
New Gliders:
Foil 152C
Blitz 151, 137
Aero Race
Sting (STD)
Sting XC
Secondhand Gliders
2 x Mission 170
Mars 170
Mission 170
Swiss Mars 150
GTR WB 162
GTR 162
Harnesses
Varios

new priCe
$4400
$4450
$303tt!..
$3200
$38Ct:'..J

- $1600 e~ , goo
- $1000, excelle
- $2200 near ne
- $2300 sllper Ii
- $1500 exceIleJ
- $800 ok'y but
- front entry pc
- Race harness
- Sjostrom $69~

Don't miss out. Offer s
Call now for a comf

GENTlE GRASSY TRAINING SLOPES ARE
LITERALLY ON THE DOORSTEP.

;h Adventure Airpark"
training and recreational airpark

~ hours north of Sydney beside the Pacific
way lies the High Adventure Airpark.
mnded by lake and deep river frontage
60 acre property offers you the PILOT or
mer Pilot Australia's most professionally
lished hang gliding and motorized gliding
ng and recreational centre.
you'll find our specially manicured trainills are on site (no lengthy travels to dift locations), maximizing your valuable
ng time, "NOT DRMNG TIME".
lites on the Mid-North Coast are renown
Ighout the country and overseas for handy
vheel drive access and with the majority of
located within a 10 km radius. Also for
lotorized pilot, two airstrips 500 metres
n length, offering some of the most scenic
try side you'll ever fly over.

re to offer:

year round 0 Live in training courses all
nily includes meals 0 Hangar facilities 0
ars experience 0 Central to Taree, Port
on site 0 Sailing 0 Canoeing 0 Surfing

about what Airpark offers
: 565265 anytime

l

~s

our price
$3700
$3800
$2700
$2850
$3300

cond
t cond

It
cond
goody
s $480
llstom fit $550 many colours
~ year guarantee

Inds until sold
~te test fly!

WIDE n,
AlE AVAILABLE 10
SOUTH OF
THE AIRPARK (SEE SOUTH AND NORTH BROTHER
IN THE DISTANCE).

- --

~

~~ ~,,)
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POWERED HANG GLIDING
INCIDENT / ACCIDENT REPORT

~

~

INCIDENT AND ACCIDENT
ACTION REPORT

Help us to help others, If you are involved, or have witnessed an accident or incident, please complete
this form and return to your Club/Region or State Safety Officer.
REPORT REFERENCE NO:
PILOT DETAILS
REPORT TYPE :
SURNAME :
TELEPHONE NO:
_ _ _ _ _ REPORT REVIEW
POSTCODE:
Dual :
Dual :

HGFA MEMBER: Yes/No HGFA NO:
OTHER NAMES: _ _ _ _ __
ADDRESS:
TOTAL TRIKE PILOT HOURS:
Solo:
TOTAL EXPERIENCE ON TYPE: Solo:
AIRCRAFT INFORMATION
Aircraft Type :
Aircraft Registration No:
Engine Type:
Total Engine Hours:
Parachute System :
Helmet Worn:

Yes / No
Yes / No

Model:
Yr of Manufacture:
Engine Model :
Total Airframe Hrs :
Type:
Type:

.,--_-:-:--:--:-:--c_Knots
(None/Light/Moderate)

Time:
Wind Direction :
Temperature :

Make:

CLUB RECOMMENDATIONS

SITE INFORMATION
Location:
Wind Velocity:
Turbulence:

REGIONAL BOARD DECISION/RECOMMENDATIONS

GENERAL INFORMATION
No of Persons Involved:
Date of Incident:
Witness:
Telephone:
Pilot and/or Passenger Injuries: (Fatal/Serious/Minor/NiI)

ACTION TAKEN

Aircraft Damage: (Nil/or as detailed)

DETAILS OF INCIDENT/ACCIDENT

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION

Brief details, clear and accurate of what occurred: (Attach additional documents if necessary)

OFFICE USE ONLY

OFFICE USE ONLY
DATE RECEIVED:

RECEIVED BY:

RECEIVED BY:

AcnO N TAKEN:
FORM 11

DATE RECEIVED:

AUDITED BY:

RECEIVED BY:

ACTION TAKEN '

I Suggest You Read This Report Thoroughly In Your Own Interest As A Pilot!!!
Planning Meeting Report
12th-14th April 1991
by Gary Wright
Board Member - Safety/

Training/Coaching
I attended the Hang Gliding Federation
of Australia's planning meeting as a board
member representing WA. The core of
the meeting dealt with the revision and
maintenance of the five year plan. The
five year plan is a document originally
prepared as a guideline for funding applications. After a good deal of work
however, it is proving a valuable resource
for the administration of ;the HGFA.
The document outlines the direction the
federation takes over 5 years beginning
June 1990/91. So to make it a living working document it must be constantly
upgraded and maintained.
After the usual formalities we were
graced by Harvey Ritchie from
Australian Sports Aviation Confederation (ASAe). ASAC receives $42,000
from nine member associations with
HGFA as one of those members. Each
hang glider pilot pays $2 of his totalmembership fee to ASAC who act a representative for Australia at Federation
Aeronautic International (FAI) and vise
versa, for the FAI in Australia. Without
details every pilot already benefits by
ASAC representation with constant
government liaison, overseas FAI representation and intercommunication be-

\{G'! ". \<lAATvV
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tween sports aviators. Harvey spoke on
aviation issues and the ramification of
CAA finance policy. The CAA are
having a resources review which included
a cancellation of federal safety funding.
This is a cost recovery process over three
years starting November 1991 in which all
services currently supplied will be
reviewed. Hence the $74.9 million that is
allocated will be hacked down considerably. HGFA received $24,500 from CAA
last year and it is unlikely that we will
receive grants from CAA by 1994. This is
one reasonASC (Australian Sports Commission), is more inclined to help associations who can become self supporting.
This basically means that there are
Australian Sports Commission monies to
be had by the HGFA if we meet the
criteria upon which the commission bases
its application for grants. Therefore the
ASC will definitely pay more in grants to
an association that can prove they are
achieving results and making significant
advances.
Area of attention that ASC feels are of
high importance are:
1. If you want to do well out of sports

commission dollars, bring back international gold medals (ie. parachuting
1990 gold led to increased funding).
2. ASC will provide money to associations who can prove effective use to
become self supporting (ie. purchase
of buildings or interest bearing investments so as to become self-sufficient).

)- ._ -.

3. Funding will also be given when
groups such as disabled, aboriginal
or women are given incentive to participate in sport. This mainly comes
from lobby groups within government but if we are able to provide
avenues for these people HGFA
will ultimately benefit.

- --

o
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Unfortunately we cannot be so haphazard as to how we use the funds
given to us by ASC as we may have
in the past. This is one of the many
reasons it has been hard to hold
down membership fees. All ASC
monies have to be properly accounted for by audit so we cannot
simply use these funds to run
HGFA, but must use them on the
projects for which they have been
allocated. This past year HGFA
received $27,000 from the
Australian Sports Commission.

SKYSAILOR

The following speaker Ken Fairbain from
the CAA reiterated the fact that funding
review was inevitable. Ken, a hang glider
pilot, works for an internal division of the
CAA called Air Management and Air
Traffic Systems (AMATS). This division
is currently revising air management with
the news so far from AMATS being good
for HGFA members.
Hang gliders will fall into a category
known as "Class E" airspace (allowed to
fly up to 10,000 feet outside terminal areas
and ~Te). AMATS is attempting to
bring Australia more in line with the
North American system. Most aircraft
OTC will follow E airspace rules which
work with the emphasis on visual rather
than manual flight. All aircraft above
5,000 feet will carry 720 ch VHF radios
from which gliders are exempt. Gliders
also do not have to carry transponders as
was originally discussed. With good news
of operations to 10,000 feet, there is also
the plan to shrink control zones by doing
away with quadrantal flying in favour of
the inverted wedding cake arrangement
for controlled airspace.
Also any airport which does not have RPT
service and/or no tower (ie. licensed
aerodromes without radio approach or
towers), are basically fair game for hang
glider pilots who may take off and land
whenever they wish (the usual courtesies
should still be employed). All this will
begin to take effect as of December 1991
and will continue as a four year project to
redesign Australian airspace. We do expect some opposition and change to these
plans as some of the airlines will receive
larger bills for use of airspace and CAA
begins to hear grumbles from them.
Due to pressure from government bodies,
HGFA has had to adopt a Doping policy.
HGFA is basing its policy on that of the
parachute association, which will mean
that any person participating in competition can be drug tested. If that person
refuses to be tested or fails testing this will
reflect upon the association with the effect of the possible loss of AIS and ASC
funding. Presently however, the government would still like to be able to test all
pilots at any point in sport participation.
I do however doubt that anyone will be
drug tested unless competing in at least a
state competition.
The HGFA incorporating with thAIS will
begin a regional talent identification program. This is a project where pilots who
show individual talent will be encouraged
to achieve at higher levels. It is hoped that
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three people from each region will be
nominated and that at least one of these
people would be able to attend an AIS
coaching program. The money for this
project is basically a grant from the AIS
which must be used in a talent program.
It may prove difficult due to travel arrangements for Western Australians to participate.
The personnel dealing with communications and image in HGFA will be working
on the possibility of producing a super
magazine to supersede the Skysailor.
This magazine would incorporate many
sports aviations with the same amount of
input from HGFA but hopefully creating
a better magazine at a lower cost. We
expect to be able to better market such a
magazine as it would incorporate more
aviation disciplines. The same people are
also producing a new brochure to market
the HGFA which will contain all three
HGFA disciplines.
WA's proposal for rating change which
would better incorporate towing, was accepted and the rating forms are to be
made multiple choice through the efforts
of the Victoria region. Also WA
proposed a ban on basic towing which was
not accepted but the need for a new set of
rules and guidelines in the ever growing
area of towing was unanimously agreed
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upon. Chris Brandon has produced a
new accident/incident report from which
is to be adopted by HGFA. This report
will be distributed to all safety officers and
clubs along with notification of the need
to flll in these forms. It is possible that if
pilots neglect to fill in these forms they
may become liable from our insurance
company under non-disclosure if the
need arises to make a third party insurance claim. Therefore it is also in the
pilot's interest to complete an accident/incident report form. Due to a
serious accident involving spectators and
an overseas paraglider pilot, it is expected
that current insurance premiums may
nse.
Regionalisation - New South Wales has
proposed that they have the inclusion of
one more region. Their reasons for needing this change are quite real, however
there is always the danger that these combined regions may make a further push
for one member one vote. This will need
consideration and input from members.
Once again Paul Mollison will be representing Australia at FAI. Paul is the most
competent person at present in this area
and does an exceptional job.
At last AGM, HGFA fees were frozen at
$100 but after the Treasurer's report and
fmancial policy discussion, motion was

SKVSAILOR

put forward and carried that fees be set at
$125 for this financial year. Due to the
removal of CAA grants and natural inflationary rises HGFA was facing a further
deficit budget this coming financial year.
The loss of CAA grants alone adds up to
$15 per member. Members will however
be given incentive to pay fees on time and
will receive a new log book with binder
and manual upon renewal. Despite the
fact that hang gliding is still one of the
cheapest forms of aviation it is simply
unfortunate that this is the cost of flying
at present. HGFA exists to provide a
means by which we can fly and came into
existence to fight for ANO 95.08. We do
expect a number of disgruntled parties to
complain about the increase but I sincerely believe it is time that pilots began to
support the HGFA and the effort that
goes into maintaining our sports. If someone does not agree with HGFA policy and
decisions the door is open for them to
participate and contribute as much as
possible. There will a comprehensive
breakdown of HGFA funds along with
the new proposals for membership
renewal in Skysailor. I strongly suggest
thorough reading of all reports and changes from the planning meeting in your
own interest as a pilot.
Thank you.

June 1991

Victorian Pilots Try
Slade Trailer
It was early in the summer season, some-

"Faster Bill, faster, slower Bill, faster, "
yelled Mike.
Dobbo got up the courage to pull the
quick release. He rose without a hitch.

where north of Bendigo. We'd spent
several hours trying to fmd the place because Mad Dog Mike had been rather
vague about the directions. We found the
place just as Dobbo was getting ready for
his fIrst tow using the Slape Trailer.

The four wheel drive sped around the
paddock several times before the weak
link broke and Dobbo cruised back to
ground level. The tailor met him at the
landing point and loaded up the glider for
another attempt.

Mike Slape, the inventor of the trailor was
bustling around checking things. A big
burly looking bloke, Mike never speaks,
he hollers. Today he was in full force,
organising the troops.

Dobbo was grinning like a cheshire cat.

Learning to use the Slape Trailer involves
three people:
• a driver (Bill)
• a messenger who sits in the back of the
van and yells directions to the pilot and
the driver (Mike)
• and of course the pilot (Dobbo).
Mike said all the pilots were sweating
before they went up - they all wanted to
see someone else try it fIrst. Dobbo was
the fIrst and he looked ghostly white. Said
the dockweed was giving him hay fever.
He was nervous to say the least, despite
Mike's reassurances that the Slape
Trailer had been successfully launched
about 20 times before.
Not being one to muck about, Mike got
the show on the road.
The four wheel drive burned around the
100 acre paddock.

June 1991

"OK let's go again." The nervousness was
forgotten.
"Shit, those weak links really work," said
Dobbo looking impressed.
All in all, ten pilots launched from the
Slape Trailer that day. Everyone had
reservations at the beginning but after the
first launch nothing you could do would
keep them on the ground.
Their experienced ranged from very intermediate pilots who'd never towed
before to highly skilled pilots. According
to Mike, the Slape Trailer is suitable for
anyone who can glide in a straight line and
can land.

Dobbo (Russel Dobson) - p.
Lee-ann Monks

.

"Some blokes had learnt inland and just
hill launched but never soared went up
without any trouble."
Dobbo and Mike used the Slape Trailer
at the Flatlands Towing competition in
January.

by Lee-Ann Monks

SKYSAILOR

29

Executive Directors
Report
6th May 1991

As this report is possibly the last thing in
Skysailor that you read, I can only assume
that you have already cursed and sworn
about the increase in membership fees.
It is a bitter pill to swallow in such strained
economic times.

As Executive Director, HGFA's only full
time employee, it has been my lot to bear
the barrage of questions and gripes concerning this decision... so I feel it is high
time that you were reminded of the facts
about the HGFA structure, its workings
and the decision making processes by
which this and other changes in policy are
brought about.
Firstly, lets look at the 91/92 membership
fees increase.
At the April Board Meeting in Canberra,
our treasurer confirmed what a lot of us
had suspected, that due to an over estimation in membership growth there is going
to be a substantial short fall of income
against budget predictions.
This deficit combined with a motion at the
last Convention (Oct 90) to not increase
fees, and to therefore abolish the investment fund meant that HGFA was heading
into a depression with no buffer against
further membership decline, increasing
costs in both insurance and operating expenses and with CAA giving notice of
progressive reduction of funding.the
Australian Sports Commission has also
reduced its funding in the forward grant
commitments 91-93 making it extremely
difficult to complete or develop some of
the planned projects.

This year the fees increase are as follows .....
Current fee (90/91)
Investment fund restoration
Issue of new Ops manuals, etc
Maintenance of real value

$100
$ 15
$ 4

U
$125

Secondly, the issue of costs and expenses
was not overlooked and Mark Pike
(Treasurer) has put a lot of effort into
setting up a far more professional accounting system, enabling us to track
every cent spent, or received, and to acquit that money against its correct
programme and budget allocation.
The following graphs give you a fair idea
of the sources of income and the proportional expenditure categories as of the
end of March. It should be noted that any
Aust Sports Commission grants must be
expended and acquitted against the
programmes specifically indicated in the
grant submissions (Failure to utilise the
money for its project within the indicated
fmancial year results iD. a return of that
money to the ASC and a possible reduction in future programme funding.)
The CAA grant has been used to fund the
salaries of the HGFA so that membership
fees are entirely dedicated to the supply
of membership services.

The board had very little choice but to
examine ways of both reducing operating
costs,without reducing the services it
provides and increasing income, and still
put 15% away for the inevitable loss of
Government support.
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MITH; The HGFA is a small clique of
self serving people tucked away in a
flashy office in Canberra,paying themselves high salaries. ( I do not exaggerate,
this claim has been made)
FACT; The HGFA is a federation of
regional organisations whose task is to
represent the clubs and you the members
(and your democratically expressed
wishes) by making policy decisions relative to the aims and objectives of the
HGFA and in consideration of its
development planning.
Each State/Region has an elected representative on the HGFA Management
Board.That means that the HGFA power
base is spread through every state or
region with an equal voting power regardless of the number of members in that
region.
The office from which I work, and which
serves as the official HGFA address is a
small sub-let (60p/wk rent),timber paneldivided room on the first floor of 143
Wynyard St. Tumut (circa 1940's) above

CAA and ASC GRANTS

The bottom line is, our sport like all other
areas of aviation is soon to become 100%
"user pays". We have been operating at
membership fees similar to sports a lot
bigger than ours, sports that have not had
the regulatory obligations, the safety considerations nor the three disciplines to
administer.
We are a legitimate form of aviation as
well as a sporting organisation .......we
have double the administrative responsibilities.

For those of you who can not come to
grips with the reality that sporting participation and especially aviation needs a
strong representative body and that the
right to fly and its associated safety requirements must be paid for by those participating and enjoying its freedom and
exhilaration, I have tried to answer the
questions and oft heard criticisms.

MEMBERSHIP 'Ell

15.14'

11.11'

HG'A INCOMI SOURCEI III
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an accountant and the Drycleaners .... and
shared with the Australian Newsprint
Mills office.
My salary was determined by providing a
parity with the job I held before resigning
to take this position, so as no loss of income was involved but in fact the loss of
general working conditions and loss of
superannuation, holidays and holiday
loadings has been great but I have no
regrets as I have been working toward
employment with the federation in sports
administration/coaching development
for several years.
My nett weekly income is $361, with 20
days annual leave and 10 days sick leave
available.I am to work a 38hr week, but as
I do not take time off for lunch and usually
spend extra time after 4pm as well as
being expected to answer calls up to llpm
at night, my employer, the HGFA is getting a good deal.(I no longer answer the
phone at night now that the office is not
in my house.)
MITH; The HGFA has no real purpose
or function.(That can be read as; Why
should I be a member, I get nothing from
the HGFA? ..it does nothing for me!)

KGrA IIXPIHDlTUlI1I IICTOIIS 1\1

Oh, to have the space to answer this fully.

Australian pilots be able to attempt or
hold world records.

responsibilities governing everything we
do)

FACT; The HGFA provides the legal
means for you to fly aircraft that fall within
CAO's 95.8; 95.10,and 95.32.

In a nut shell, you would not have any of
the current freedoms to fly that you now
enjoy.

FACT; Your right to fly, to compete, to
enjoy the benefits of over 15 years
negotiations by committees and volunteers to ensure that the privileges are not
just maintained but expanded cost you
$2.40 per week or just 34 cents per day.

!his is achieved by providing 3rd party
msurance coverage at a rate you can not
obtain individually,by providing you with
a pilot certification and training system
whereby other airspace users are willing
t? accept your ability to control your
rurcraft and the knowledge and skills required to share appropriate sections of
airspace,with them. By ensuring that
CAA and other National,State or local
Govt authorities are not forced to regulate us out of existence,through the maintenance of safety and pilot operational
standards at acceptable levels.The design
and development of Aust certification
standards for these aircraft, and the control and self discipline of its members,
thus removing a major expense to the taxpayer.
The HGFA through its membership of
ASAC and the F AI, provides a motley
bunch of less than 2000 airheads a
credible voice. This association with other
sport aviation enthusiasts creates a lobby
~oup of ?ver 20,000 voters, backed by the
lllternatlOnally respected Federation
Aeronautique International.
There would be no international competition representation for our members no
recognised Australian records nor w~uld
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MITH: The services and benefits of the
HGFA do not influence me,as a recreational,non-competition pilot.
FACT: This would only be true if you lived
on a large property, taught yourself on a
~ome built glider and never flew above
1200 feet AGL, never leaving the boundaries of your property and never allowing anyone else to fly there.
The fact is that the safety and design advancements of modern gliders are the
result of programmes initiated by organisations such as the HGFA. Competition has pushed the development of
design and modern training techniques
and equipment have made the sport unquestionably safer to learn and to participate.The access to 5000'asl ocrA is a
direct result of HGFA negotiations and
future improvements in airspace access
will be related to our (HGFA and ASAC
e!c) input to CAA proposed changes to
arrspace management.
MITH; The membership fee is unrealistic for the services provided by a sporting
organisation of 2000 members.
(remember that we are one of the few
sports that has some rather binding legal
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That is about half the cost of weekly
newspaper delivery, the same as two cans
of coke, equivalent to one can of beer per
week, less than a pack of cigarettes per
week, not much more than a cappuccino
per week, and is a darn side better for the
health than any of those (including reading the newspaper).Yet for that daily 34
cents, you get your insurance, 12 issues of
a very good magazine, voting privileges So
that you do have a say and can get involved, pilot certificates, log book,
manual, and the association of2000 fellow
pilots, a national office that takes care of
the mundane things like, membership
processing, applying for govt grants, handling your insurance claims & seeking
better deals from the insurers, maintaing your pilot certificate records, ensuring
mstructors are up to scratch so you are
not 'placed at unnecessary risk, applying
~or unproved deals from the CAA, applymg for funds from the sports commission
to support our national teams, providing
the reports and audits that must go with
those grants, running the HGFA income
accounts,answering your mail and phone
calls, responding to general enquiries,
31
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communicating whats happening around
the country for paragliding ,or towing or
PHGs, or schools, checking that ratings
have been completed fully and to the
standards required, designing manuals
and procedures, designing training
programmes, ...........thats usually before
mid-day...... .
then we get around to dealing with the
clubs and regional concerns, writing
reports for skysailor so you know what is
happening, sending out membership
reminders, going to the PO and the Bank,
fax the USA or Europe with some competition entries or information, dealing
with the insurance company over another
claim because a member hit a spectator
or car, stock control, re-ordering, planning,attending meetings to ensure no one
slips some weird regulations by us, attending admin and programme design
courses so we can more efficiently do the
above, and so on ........ .
In fact I wbuld welcome any pilot to sit in
on a day in the office,remembering that
whenever the in-tray is empty there are
manuals, and programmes to write, level
2 & 3 instructor programmes to design
and have approved by the Australian
Coaching Council, pilot certificate exams
to re-write and revise, the five year plan
to be updated and next years budget to be
considered in the light of the expense of
producing these programmes.
It is very hard to imagine how things
would develop without an HGFA to coordinate the activities above, however
before I was accepted for this job I had
been involved at the voluntary level for
over 10 years and I know that the number
of people that have given of their time and
efforts in a truly .productive manner can

be counted on less
than
ten
fingers.The same
people seem to be
always bailing the
organisation out of
one crisis or
another and all
they get is criticism
and abuse for the
"thousands" and I
do mean thousands
of man hours that
these people have
given so that you
can bitch about the beer you will have to
miss this week if you are to afford flying.
There is one sure way of keeping fees
low...get off your backside and donate
some time and effort to help the
sport... .. until you can stand up in front of
2000 members and say this is what I have
done for my sport, you have not earned
the right to bitch about what others are or
are not doing, let alone pass judgement on
what it costs to run an organisation of this
size and complexity.
MITH That the investment allocation of
fees is not needed.
FACT: CAA has given notice that over
the next few years it will be phasing out
funding to organisation such as ours.A
change of government could see sports
commission funding dry up and the services above, the piddling things that
HGFA achieves now will have to be done
on about 75% of current income ...... that
would probably mean an instant 25% fee
increase just to hold things at current
levels ... can you handle that?

Gliders on Tawonga Gap launch, Victorian Closed Comp 1990
photo Geoff Dossetor

With the merest slash of a government
pen your fees will jump from $125 to
about $155-$160 and the surest way to
experience that scenario is to put the shutters on the services just mentioned above
so that these govt authorities lose confidence in our ability to manage our own
affairs to the standards expected of such
sporting or aviation organisations.
The investment fund was set up so that we
would have some operating capital should
we lose our $51,500 of govt grants.
It is these grants that pay my salary..not
your membership fees ....you have a vested
interest in ensuring that our current
meagre standards of administration and
operation are not further eroded by the
attitude of "let someone else do it" ....the
folding of the HGFA would leave us all
rushing to join some other organisation
that would be more expensive and less
interested in our activities.

The April Board Meeting minutes (also
in this issue) will indicate some of the
measures taken to meet these problems
and avoid future repetition without simply relying on fee increases to meet the
costs.
If you think you can help, start with your
club, get it running smoothly and cost
efficiently, your services will be quickly
seconded to regional level and fmally the
HGFA board if your efforts produce the
desired changes and results ....

This year lets make the HGFA..your organisation ... only through your input will it
grow and improve in providing what you
need and want from it.
Finally, give me a call if you have a problem or would like to know more about
how you can help ..... the HGFA needs
productive members ...so that we all can
extract maximum enjoyment from our
flying ....There goes another day and
SAHGA have a list of things a mile long
that they want.
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Paragliding Directors Report
Bright, Victoria
Nationals 1990
The Kosiosko Alpine Paragliding Club
(KAPC) staged the very fIrst Australian
Paragliding National at Thredbo last
year. This inaugural competition was the
beginning of Paragliding competition in
Australia. It served to identify the sport to
the Hang Gliding Federation of Australia
(HGFA), the media and most importantly to paraglider pilots across Australia.
The meeting brought together pilots of
widely ranging standards and background. It enabled them to meet, talk and
exchange information about sites, equipment, dangers and training. The current
licensing scheme was a consequence of
the meet and now stands as the basis for
the entry to the Nationals this year.

with pilots flying from Bright to
Harrietville and even across
the Towonga Gap to Mt Beauty
airstrip.
The Nationals were hosted by
Alpine Paragliding and run by
Brian Webb and Phil Brown.
Phil was the full time Meet
Director and accounted for
himself very well, even though
it was the fIrst competition he
had directed. The excellent
safety record of the competition is directly attributable to
the skill of the pilots and the
control and direction of Phil at
the launch.
The aim of the Nationals this
year were:
To introduce thermalling and
Cross Country (XC) tasks as a
basis for competition.

Nationals 1991

Wade Bishop Jaguar XCII (fore) & Garry

Many pilots discovered therStevenson, Malibu 21
malling for the fIrst time at this
Otway
Ranges, Apollo Bay Vic
competition and I am confiis the deserved official Australian Chamdent they will not turn their
which called for the pilots to attempt XC backs on this new, exciting avenue of pion for 1991, many congratulations Berflights whenever possible. Over half the flying.
nie. Interesting to see Rob Schroettner
and Tony Armstrong, two accomplished
pilots had not flown XC before but by the
end of the competition had discovered To provide a representative competition hang glider pilots trying these new jelly
this new demanding discipline and were to contribute to a National ranking for fIsh. Is this a trend, who will we see next?
eagerly 'going over the ba~k' whenever Australian team pilots.
The Nationals were held in late March
possible.
The National ladder has now a more rep- even though the best month for competiOver half of the pilots achieved personal resentative set of results to contribute to
tion paragliding is February, generally the
bests during the week despite varied the selection of a Nationals team. A Na- strongest thermalling month of the year.
weather. The variety of sites available en- tional team is to be sent to this years Some pilots had expressed concern that
sured that there was a launch for every World Championships at St Andre, the conditions in February might be too
direction. Mystic Bowl (Bright Hill), Mt France.
strong for their experience level. ConseEmu, Buckland Gap and the Pines were To ensure a safe and enjoyable competi- quently they insisted on April rather than
the sites used.
my chosen date of February for the comtion.
petition. April is a daft time to stage a
Naturally, perhaps inevitably, the days The most serious injury was a cut thermalling competition but these pilots
before and after the competition forehead following a heavy landing land- were adamant, consequently I reluctantly
provided the best thermalling conditions ing although two Ailes De K Trilairs are
selected March as a compromise. Pernow more use haps now these pilots will understand
Pilot 'Borsalino' flying Bull Ball- p Charly Fellay
as wind sock why.
Geoff Dossetor
material after
Next year we hope to see the Nationals
tangling unsuccessfully staged in February. This would then allow
us to use the superb conditions and
with trees.
weather of Australia to provide some real
The competi- thermalling, the kind of thermalling the
tion was a suc- Euro's always travel here for.
cess.
It
provided a Brian Webb
valid result Competition Director
with the two
Australian
leaders, Ber- Fa< budget det.rns,
nie O'Reilly
and
Ian
Ladyman
very

This year the Nationals were staged at
Bright. Twenty eight pilots competed in a
variety of conditions undertaking tasks

9
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The Ladies flying for
Australia at the
Women's World
Championships 1991
Kossen Austria
This year for the flrst time in the history
of Hang Gliding in Australia, there will be
an Australian Women's team competing
in the Championships.
The inaugural Women's World Championships in France in 1987 featured two
Australian female pilots, Toni Noud and
Marie Jeffery. Jenny Ganderton, at that
time flying for Great Britain, placed 2nd
and Toni placed 6th.
Over recent years a number of excellent
female pilots have emerged from the
State and National competition circuit.
In 1991 the women have come together in
a joint "mission, to form the first
Australian Women's Team.
Jenny Ganderton, Forbes, central NSW
Eleven years of flying in homeland
England and throughout Europe and
Australia.
Holds several speed and distance world
records including fIrst woman ever to fly
100 miles; World Triangle Record of 68
km.; 1st place at 1990 Inaugural Australian
Women's Nationals; winner of the
women's section of the XC League 3 years
running; 1st female at 1991 Flatlands.
Toni Noud, Stanwell Park (while she's in
Australia)
Eleven years of flying in Australian and
international competitions.
Winner of 1991 women's section of the
Australian Nationals for the 2nd consecutive year; 4th in Japan Ladies Cup 1989;
2nd in the women's section of 1990 USA
Nationals.
Avril Craighead, Sydney
Six years of coastal and inland flying in
Australia.
Competed at the Women's Nationals
1990 and Women's Open 1991.
Suzy Gneist, Stanwell Park
Nine years flying in Germany where she
learnt and in Australia.
2nd at 1990 Australian Women's Nationals; 2nd in female category 1991
Australian Nationals; 3rd in women's section 1991 Forbes Flatlands.
Jo McNamara, Stanwell Park
Six years of coastal and inland flying.
Current President of Stanwell Hang Gliding Club; participated in 1988 State and
National Titles, 1990 Eungella comp,
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1991 Flatlands and Women's Open
achieving the Encouragement Award.
Helen Ross-Smith, Snowy Mountains,
NSW
Eight years of coastal and inland flying.
4th 1990 Australian Women's Nationals;
1st in women's section of 1990 NSW Titles; 1st 1991 Women's Open.
Leith Silva, Camden Haven
Four years of coastal and inland flying in
Australia and Europe.
Competed at State and National competitions for the last two years achieving personal bests of 126 km. flight, and height
gain of 12,500 ft.
Birgit Svens, South Australia
Thirteen years of flying in Australia and
internationally, seven of those being competition flying.
Holds Australian Women's Open Distance Record of 172 km., set in 1988; 1st
place women's section 1984 Lawrence
Hargrave competition; 1st female 1987
Flatlands; 3rd 1990 Australian Women's
Nationals.
Fran Wing, Mt Pleasant, Queensland
Two and a half years of coastal and inland
flying
1st in the women's section of 1990 North
Queensland competition; 1st in her
category at 1990 Rainbow Beach Fly-in.
Sonja Woolridge, Newcastle
Four years of flying in Australia and
Europe at coastal and inland sites.
3rd 1989 NSW Titles in female category;
1989 Most Improved Pilot Award from
the Newcastle Hang Gliding Club.
This year's Worlds will see a total of 150
female pilots from fifteen different
countries battling it out in the skies above
Kossen and Walchsee in
George and the Smartie test
Austria. Most of the
photo Geoff Dossetor
Australian women will
be arriving two weeks
prior to July 1st, the
beginning of the competition, in order to
familiarise themselves
with the area. The
women are participating
in fitness training
programmes and putting in as many hours as
possible in airtime in
order to give the team
the best possible chance
of showing the world
what our Aussie women
are made of.
Good luck, ladies!
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HGFA Management Board
Contact Sheet '91
HGFAOffice
Executive Director: Ian Jarman
Po Box 558 Tumut, NSW 2720
143 Wynyard St. Tumut, NSW (1st floor)
Phone: 069 472888
Fax: Call office, (or 069 472888 5pm-8am)
Skysailor Editor: Marie Jeffery, PO Box
401 Alstonville NSW 2477, Home 066
280356 Office 066 281991 Fax 066
281988
West Australia:
Board Rep. Gary Wright, 68 Durban St
Belmont WA 6104, Home 09 4781428
President. Brad Chadwick, 61 South st.
Sth Fremantle, WA 6162, Home 09
3351599 Work093322356 fax093104144
South Australia:
C/- 1 Sturt St Adelaide SA 5000
Board Rep. Rob Woodward, Home 08
2977533 Work 08 2232988 Fax 08
2240600
Rick Wilson 20 Neville St Thebarton SA
5031; Home 08 3526562 08 2340516
Victoria:
HGFA Treasurer: Mark Pike, PO Box
179 Altona Nth, Vic 3025; Home 03

3986268 Work 03 2767177 Fax 03
2767200
Don Burns, 8 Urana St Geelong Vic 3220
Home 052 214276 Work 052738360 Fax
052738536
Safety/training: Rob Van Der Klooster
44 Tanner St Breakwater Vic. , Home 052
223019 Work052471605 Fax052442777
Tasmania:
Board Rep: Rohan Grant, 188 Bathurst
St Hobart Tas 7000; Home 002 311112
Work 002 307913 Fax 002 344715
ACT:
Board Rep: Steve Fischer, PO BOX 564
Fyshwick ACf 2609; Home 06 2961103
Work 06 2804322 fax 06 2807120
Paul Geissler, 5 Mills St. Hackett 2602
Home 06 2477526 Work 06 2684984
Shaun Keane (Paragliding), PO Box 81
Lyons ACf 2606
NSW Co-ordinator
Steve Hocking, 19 Gladswood Gardens,
Double Bay. 2028; 023274484
SthN8W:
Board Rep/President:Richard Reitzin
Home 023651533 Work 022353033 Fax
02 2233515, 8th Floor, 225 Macquarie St
Sydney 2090

Paragliding Convenor: Stuart Andrews,
11 Tyrola Lodge Thredbo Village NSW
2627; Home 064 576190 Fax 064 576375
Nth NSW:
Board Rep: Peter Hansen, 19 Darymble
St Nth Belmont NSW; Home 049 484100
Work 049 532944 Fax 049 532626
PHG Convenor: Chris Brandon, 36 Winsor 8t Merewether NSW 2291, Home 049
631221 Work 049499072 Fax049499395
Competitions Convenor & CIVL Rep:
Paul Mollison, 8 Brown St Adamstown
NSW 2289, Home 049 570216 Work 049
519359 Fax 049 499395
Sth Qld:
HGFA Secretary: Dave Marsh
12 Soiandra St Alexandra Hill Old 4161
Home 07 8242508 Work 018747869
Neil Schaefer, Home 07 8086565 Work 07
8376294 Fax 07 2200099
FA! & ASAC Rep: Den Cummings, PO
BOX 741 Byron Bay NSW 2481, Home
066856287
Nth Qld:
Board Rep: Warwick Gill
3 Torrance Ave Edgebill Qld 4870
Home 070537768 Work 070 537768

From Suncoast Hang Gliders
The "BULLETT" and The "ESCAPE POD"
Utilizing an aluminum frame with CG Slider controlled by
the foot stirrup, the "Bullett" gives you total support with
room to move the legs and feet.
The controllable CG Slider allows for head down speed runs,
adjustable limited by shoulder cord, and shoulder up landings.
The "Bullett" uses the Jacket style Top Zipper opening at
front and safety buckles.
The bottom zipper remains central.
FEATURES

*
*

*

*

*

Zipper and seat belt buckles that allows you easy entry and ESCAPE in
emergency
Dual suspension 8 em apart to allow
optimum body angle preference
Strong re-enforced spine for good leg
support

Minimum frontal proflie
Complete internal safety
webbing includes chest and
leg loops
Storage compartments for
glider bag, camera and
snacks, radio
.......- .....

* Parachute on front for safety reasons
* Six basic sizes with adjustable leg loops,

*

A basic Supp. (Humpback) shape pod
with "Bullett" style front entry.

shoulder pads and stirrup make for easy resale
Parachute webbing single main riser with webbing. Safety
fairing enclosing parachute line
Car and aero tow loops
Room to move your feet and legs

Price $750
June
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Price $590
Suncoast Hang Gliders,
Dales Road,
Palmwoods Qld 4555
Fax & Ph: (074) 459185
35

Hang Gliding
Crossword
by Michael -Pilley

17

Extension of Sail Beyond Limits of Spars
(5)
Fan Shaped Sail at Wingtip (6-3)

44

Competition Task (3-3-6)

46

Standard Glider (7)

48

Rigging (5)

21

50

When Buying Second Hand be Sure it is
_ (2-3-9)

23

Horizontal Bar (4-4)
Transceiver (5)
Lower Sail Area (5-7)

3

Control Bar (1-5)

55

Luffing (7)
Old Abbr. for C.A.O. (3)

24
26
27

8

Model of Glider (5)

56

Landing Consideration (4-8)

31

Towing Hazard (4-3)

Unstable (12)

60

Pitch Stability Device (6)

33

To Sustain Flight (4)

63

Observe (3)

34

Opp. to Push (out) (4)
Always --- on the Side of Safety (3)
Competition Target (4)

53

Ac:os&

12
14

Width (4)

Cloth (4)

15

Model of Glider (2)

65

Atmosphere (3)

37

16

Instrument (5)

66

New Abbr. for A.N.O. (3)

41

Model of Glider (5-4)

67

Model of Glider....Wills Wing HP -- (2)

42

Line That Links Car to Glider (3-4)
Thickness (of Air) (7)

18

68

Hands Orf (4)

70

Airflow in Direction of Heading (4-4)

47

Rate of Descent (4-4)

71&
72

Kites (4-7)

49

Incline (5)

22

Hook (in) (4)
Cause of Widespread Severe Turbulence
(5)
Downwind Side (3)

45

25

Alter Heading (4)

Dmm.

28

Energy Losses (4)

1

29

Model of Glider (4)

2

30
32
33
35

Abbr. for Height (3)

19
20

51

Happiness is When its --- (2)
Type of Drag (7)

Ratio of Span to Chord (6-5)

52
53

Crash (2-4)

54

Lift (7)

4

Vertical Aerodynamic Surface (3)

57

Centre Section of Hang Glider (4)

Upward Angling of Wing (8)

5

U.S. Certified Aircraft Part (2)

58

Falling to Inside ofTuro (4-4)

6

Dive Recovery Device (7-3)

Can be the Direct Result of Carelessness
(5)

Velocity (5)
Inclination of Two Lines to Each Other (5)

7

Abbr. for Rear Part of Sail (2)

59

Ripped (4)

Conditions (7)

61

Common Launch Method (4)

Difficult Manoeuver (4)
A Common Practice When Flying XC is to
Land_ (3)

10

Cross Country Journey (6)

62

Model of Glider (2)

11

Forward Most Spar (7-4)

13

Apex (4)

64
69

Oscillates (4)
Yours is Due Right Due Right Now (3)

40

Hang Glider (3)

15

Deck (6)

43

Something You Cannot do When Flying in
Cloud (3)

36

38
39

36
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Soared (4)

Answers next month
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ICOM

Count on us!

m

ne of the largest selling and most

monitor a priority channel (or channels)

popular UHF CRS handheld

every five seconds while listening to another

transceivers in Australia is also one of the

channel.

smalle t. The powerfullcom IC-40G is

Other outstanding features include:

packed with features including 5 watt output,

Power Save, which automatically conserves

12 memory channels for quick selection, scan

power during standby conditions; Night

operation, power save, plus the most

Display Light; Dial Lock and Time Out Timer

comprehensive accessory system avai lable.

for prevention of accidental continuous

Challenge the
Belief that Everything
Big is Better
ICOID

More Powerful Perfonnance.

transmission. Built rugged and encased in a

To ensure effective performance, the IC-40G

tough, splash and dust resistant membrane

incorporates high sensitivity and full 5 watt

cover, the IC-40G is ideal for professionals,

output power. A Full Scan function

enthusiasts and all outdoor applications.

repeatedly searches all 40 operating channels

A wide variety of options are also avai lab le

to find your desired channel immediately.

including speaker-microphones, headset,

And Memory Scan can equentially search

battery packs, carrying cases, base charger,

12 memory channels, and skip

power adaptor and an advanced 5-Tone

unwanted channels.

Selective Calling System can be easily

The Best Things In Life

installed at your Icom dealer.

Corne In Small Packages
Another function on the compact IC-40G is
Dual Watch. This operation allows you to

For further information call free on (008) 338915
or write to Reply Paid 1009 leom Australia Pty Ltd
P. O. Box 1162 Windsor Victoria 3181
Telephone (03) 529 7582
A.CN . 006 092 575

l.L. Brown & Assoc . 3725

State and Club News
Queensland
Canungra Hang Gliding Club
About time you southerners moved north,
I think! Yes, I have only good flying to
report once more. Tamborine has been
particularly good for the last few weeks unusual compared to the last wet year or
two. Most days it has been absolutely
pumping! One memorable day an informal comp was held; Beaudesert out and
return. I think almost twenty pilots made
it, Dave Staver having the fastest time.
Some pilots were flying their frrst XC
flight! A few pilots flew out to Boonah a
couple of weeks ago on another good day.
Sadly, the frrst signs of winter crept in last
weekend Gust before the May long
weekend), and the flying, although still
good, was not ridiculously good! I'm sure
there's still some great flying to come. Of
course we do fly all year round in Brisbane, you can usually get a fly most
weekends, but winter thermals are
weaker and it is more stable. Southwesterlies often blowout Tamborine, but
late afternoon velvets can provide
smooth, lifty flying.
All this great flying has brought one problem, however. When the thermals are
topping out above 7000' ASL and the
height limit is 4000' ASL above Tamborine, guess what's happening? Pilots, if
you are going to break height limits (and
in no way is this condoned), do it well
away from the site, out towards
Beaudesert where you won't violate con-

trolled airspace. That means well past the
chicken sheds - don't sky out over Misery.
Tamborine is a great site and we don't
want to lose it. Seriously.
Gary Davie had a great flight on Anzac
Day, I hear - from Killarney down towards
Grafton, about 130 km - good on you
Gary. On another note, we farewell club
member Keith Rothenburg on the May
long weekend. Keith has been flying with
us for a couple of years now, and is heading off to the Owens Valley and beyond
for some real serious flying. Good, safe
flying to you, Keith in the years ahead.
That just about wraps up this month's
news. Hope to see you all at our monthly
barbeques.
Great flying to you all,
Bruce Blackshaw, Secretary

New South Wales
Newcastle Club
Anzac Weekend Trip to Mudgee
We left Newcastle Friday afternoon very
optimistic that the howling south westerly
would ease. The trip takes about 31/2
hours, with the last half nearly all dirt road
but in reasonable condition.
We arrived at Bruce Barcham's to fmd
Andrew, Horse and Jo had all rugged up.
Andrew was wearing his flying suit.
Horse's initial intentions to sleep on the
verandah quickly changed. They had arrived on Thursday, but had been
grounded due to the strong winds. Con-

Geoff Dossetor launching at Murmungee Lookout. The Alpine
Hotel sponsored two locals from Bright for the National Championships and the Victorian Open

sequentlya tour of the local vineyards was
called for. The local bottles of port
seemed popular and suitable for the cold
nights. $25 per day for 3 meals and bed
was good value and the food was very
tasty. Pork with apple sauce and prunes
which were an added bonus to keep you
going.
Fortunately Saturday morning arrived
with fme conditions and a light south
easterly. The Rylstone airstrip is used by
Bruce and the Ultralight tug is hangared
there permanently. An impressive
machine designed specifically with aerotowing in mind. All set to go! After taking
a photo of Pete launching in the Blitz I
turned around to see my glider taking off
without me as a result of a thermal breaking off in the set up area. The two out
battens on both wings looked like bananas
luckily Bruce had a supply of spares,
everyone enjoyed the good flying with
Pete Ebling flying about 60 km toward
Mudgee. We all adjourned to the pub to
discuss the day's events.
After a late Saturday night, Sunday
greeted us with sunny conditions and virtually no wind. A paddock east of the
airstrip was selected as it was close to a
ridge which we hoped was ridge soarable
but wasn't. Rob and Morrie were to be
first off after a relaxed Saturday. We
quickly found that the launch trolley
didn't negotiate the rough paddock well
after Horse demonstrated how well the
Combat flew sideways. We all then foot
launched, releasing at 2000 AGL. I found
a nice thermal and climbed to 4500 before
heading west and encountering bad sink
and landing at R ylestone airstrip (about 9
km). An hour later Scott landed at the
airstrip also, ecstatic at having completed
his first tow, inland and cross country
flight. Andrew and Pete W flew on toward
Lue (about 20 km) andJo flew 17km. Kel
flew a 15 km triangle landing back in the
tow paddock.
Our thanks to Bruce for providing us with
a great weekend of flying. We'll certainly
be heading back to Mudgee.
Jeff Blunt

Northern Beaches
Hi Folks! As we slide into the winter all
pilots dread we take the time to reflect on
these good times we all had, what seems
only a week or so ago.
The southerlies have started, with their
accompanying moisture and the wester-
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lies are beginning the fIrst stirrings - much
to the dismay of the East Coastal pilot.
As the flying days begin to diminish, it
provides a good chance for you to pull the
trusty old wing out and check it over; look
at your wires and the rusty old bolt you've
been meaning to replace - how many
times now? The bits and pieces you need
to make the glider 100% don't cost very
much and, if in doubt as to checking yourself, see your local dealer/instructor or
the factory who provide a servicing facility
- the money spent is well worth it as the
1st sign of a funny noise up there will give
rise to the old adage
"Better to be down here wishing you were
up there, than being up there wishing you
were down here."
Now, to our own backyard and what happened on the Northern Beaches this
month? How about a drowning to kick off
the gossip!
Well not quite. Tuesday the 30th April
saw a contingent of the NBC converge on
the Narrabeen Sport & Rec. Camp to
assume control of the training pool for
our annual water training evening. Over
20 hopefuls lined up to be put into a harness, clipped into a glider and thrown into
the pool to experience, 1st hand, the intricacies of the fIne art of exiting a glider
in the water. Despite a few close calls
where a few pilots would have drowned
but for the saving grace of our rescue
diver who was with the submerged pilot at
all times with the back up air supply, the
night was an outstanding success - all
those who participated found the experience both gratifying and informative
and learnt:
1. To keep calm at all times - you ~

hold your breath long enough to get
out.

diving equipment and Dave Watkins for
sacrificing his day's flying by lending us his
"State of the Art" Moyes Maxi (thanks for
doing the batten proftles for the night,
Dave, the LID was greatly increased). By
the way, who was the masked "Mountain
Man" keeping us entertained by eskimo
rolling his Kayak at the other end of the
pool?
Our May meeting saw the guys from Air
Borne make the trek down. Thanks to
Rick Duncan (congrats on your engagement to Sonja Woolridge who is now
dying to start a family after seeing my four
kids in action, Rick!!!) and Rob Hibberd
who came down to give a first hand look
at the two new Blitz gliders - the standard
151 and the smaller 137 built for the little
fellas or flying gals. What can I say about
these gliders? The response on the night
spoke for itself - with one virtually sold to
a member on the night. If the performance matches the clean sail, easy set up
and great hardware, then the guys are on
a winner.
Accompanying the glider presentation
was video footage of the certification testing done here in Australia. Would you
believe tlIey failed to break it! Now that
the Aussies have a test rig, we may see
more of products that are homegrown
from start to fInish, so when you're thinking new gliders - think Aussie!
Another habitual face (homely as it may
be - one that only a mother could love)
was the presence of "Engine" Joe Scott
who gave us a report on the Aussie Freestyle Comp at Pleasant/Crescent Head.
Some professional video footage of the
event was dramatic and, despite the
recession affecting the sponsorship, it ap-

pears the comp was a success. Congrats
to Tony Armstrong 1st, Rick Duncan 2nd
and Bruce Daniels 3rd.
The weekend of the 22/'lB saw a Northern
Beaches contingent head up to Bluey's
Beach with the sole aim in mind of whipping the ass of the Lower Blue Mountains
guys.
Despite a little weather let down, the
weekend was great with flying on the Sunday. The whole Pacific Palms area is a
great flying site and our thanks go to John
Davidson for the local "hand holding".
John offers cheap, quality accommodation for around $10 per head. The area is
worth visiting; John can be contacted on
(065) 540521 if you're interested in visiting some new sites around the Forster
area. Thanks also to Rolf Muller for
throwing down the gauntlet and to Dane
Snelling for picking up.
Well, as we roll into winter, thoughts
begin to wander from the sky to the ski
slope - maybe this year, I'm going to try to
combine the two, so in the meantime, I'll
catch you all at the next meeting - remember, all are welcome, including new pilots
- 7.30 pm, 1st Tuesday ofthe month at the
Dee Why RSL, Pittwater Rd, Dee Why.
Fly high and keep safe
John Haiie, President
PS to last month's notes: A ftlm is being
made about John Dickenson and his
development of the hang glider; more will
follow when details come to hand.
I recently paid a visit to the new mecca of
the Mid North Coast - The High Adventure Air Park run by that "Master of the
Three Brothers", Lee Scott. Only one

Pilot after launch at Mt Emu, Bogong Cup
Photo Geoff Dossetor

2. Get out of the harness - don't waste
time by trying to unclip. Once out of
the harness, you can do what you like,
but 9 times out of 10, the glider will
either sink to be battered to pulp by
the ocean swell - so think of your own
safety fIrst.
3. Once out of the harness you still have
to clear the glider itself - remember
the control frame and wires have to be
negotiated.

.....

- -- \

~

4. A water landing is the ABSOLUTE
LAST AND NO ALTERNATIVE
RESORT!!!
Our thanks for the evening go to Dane
Snelling for the organisation, Moyes for
providing a cocoon harness, Forrest Park
of Air Support for the pod harness, Carol
for the diving, Pro-Dive Manly for the
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word comes to mind about Lee's set up
and the surrounding countryside STUPENDOUS! If you haven't been
there - go there - if you have - go again!

Southern Region Board

out for all clubs to complete. Please make
sure all the information on both forms is
correct and return as soon as possible.
Another form will reach your club soon.
This is for any club seeking funds for sites

dent reporting, maintenance of Safety
procedures, competition organisations,
club administration, site development
etc. The next meeting of the Board will be
held on 6th June at Mark and Sarah Mitsos. It will be good to see some new faces.
So till then, Stay high, stay safe
James Nathaniel

J ames Nathaniel here, your new president
of the Southern Region Board. As you
probably are aware, NSW has been
regionalised. The Southern Region
Board comprises the following people.
President James Nathaniel 042-971923
Secretary Harry Docking 042-967796
Treasurer Stuart Andrews
Safety Training &
Co-ord
Jo McNamara 042-942305
Paragliding
Rep
Mark Mitsos 042-674570
The following clubs come under the
board:
Stanwell Park, Central West, Lower Blue
Mts, Sutton Forrest, Illawara, Koscuisko
Alpine Paragliding
The first meeting was held on 23rd
February at Dee Why. The last meeting
was held at Harry Docking's place on 6th
A pril. I would like to thank Harry and
Linda for holding it at their place, and
everyone who attended, especially after
some of them got lost on the way. The
following matters arose from the meeting.
A site guide form was discussed, revised
and a fmal draft made. This will be sent to
all clubs, who are asked to complete their
site details and to return them to the
Southern Region Board Secretary, for inclusion in Regional site guide. Also a club
contact form was discussed, revised and a
fmal draft was made. It will also be sent

- to be completed when needed. You must
fill this form in correctly along with
photocopies of quotes, receipts etc and it
must be signed by one of your club executives.

It was also decided an accident report
form was needed. All agreed to run with
the format set up by Mark and J 0 appearing on page 28 March Skysailor. This too
will be sent to all clubs. The board request
the HGFA to clarify the situation regarding tow endorsements and towing systems
due to increasing number of towing accidents, also we request them to draw up a
disciplinary procedures guideline for
hang gliding in Australia e.g. unfmancial
pilots flying, unsafe flying.
Clubs are requested to ensure all members are HGFA financial and to encourage pilots flying in their area to
become welcome members to their clubs.
Any pilot not financial should be encouraged to become fmancial by positive
and "gentle" methods of persuasion; this
is the task of ~ member.
The Southern Region Board is here to
help clubs with relation to funding, acci-

Tapanappa Sunset SA Photo Max Browne

Stanwell Snippets
No, the club hasn't gone into liquidation!
We've just been so busy flying we haven't
had time to contribute much to these
pages. Sorry we won't do it again!
Five of our hot aerobatic pilots completed
very successfully at the Australian Freestyle Competition at Crescent Head, four
finishing in the top eight. Tony "Vibes"
Armstrong put on a spectacular performance to take out first place, Bruce
Daniel placed third and Danny Scott
fmished fourth. Derrick Inglis also accounted well for himself - look out in the
future guys! Barney is thinking about
giving lessons in advanced "Freestyle in
Hang" as a result of his experience during
the compo
At the moment Suzy Gneist, Toni Noud
and I are madly getting ready to leave for
the Women's Worlds in Austria (did ya
see us on the telly?). Thanks to all those
people who supported our fund raising
efforts, if you have any more funds - we're
desperate.
Now I have to be serious! Recently there
has been a spate of "incidents" which
surprisingly and luckily did not result in
injury. Although they were varied in nature, a key phrase was repeated by the
pilots involved ... "1 didn't think .. ", whilst
discussing their near misses.
Hang gliding is not inherently dangerous.
We, the pilot, by not THINKING can
make it so. Before flying please engage
brain and think about what you are doing,
have fun, extend yourself, set new goals
but please, think about what you are
doing. There have been too many serious
accidents in our sport over the past twelve
months, don't add yourself to the list. Stay
in one piece and stay in the air.
Again, the club would like to remind
pilots that if they aren 't financial and are
not suitably rated, they are not welcome
to Oy at Stanwell. Also instructing on
weekends is defmitely not on. This issue
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was debated at length by the club and for
reasons too numerous to be listed here, it
was unanimously decided that Stanwell
Park was not the place for students on
weekends!!
Paul Murdoch has been co-erced, forcibly, into showing the slides from his Brazil
trip a the July meeting. I'm sure it will be
an entertaining evening. The meeting will
be at 6pm at Helensburgh Workmen's
Club, 1st Sunday of the month.
Its on again, and I'm off to fly my new
glider!
Jo McNamara, President

ILLAWARRA HANG GLIDING
CLUB Inc.
A MEMBER ORGANISATION OF
THE H.G.F.A.
Only 12 people rolled up to commiserate
with Harry on hearing that Linda spent
his glider sale proceeds on a new horse!
The news got better though when we
learnt that the CAA have finally given
approval for Tongarra by way of a 12
month trial. This has been two years in the
making including 6 letters and multiple
invoices for CAA administration costs
(they charge you every time they lose a
letter!) so lets not stuff it up. See the
separate article for all details.
Peter made a motion to thank the perseverance of Harry and whoever else
helped with the Tongarra saga. As usual,
so many have so much to be thankful for
to so few.
A reminder that if you are not financial
you can't fly our sites. We have to get
tough on this and its up to everyone to
look after our sites.
At the last regional meeting for the
Southern Region, James was elected
President and Harry the secretary. So it
looks like the Illawarra club is set for
funding this year!!
April flying included Peter and Harry getting sucked from Saddleback and managing to land safely in J amberoo. Tod also
got sucked up, but [rom Tongarra, and
luckily landed back on top. Tom and
Harry on the other hand and on another
day, found good height over Tongarra,
the best yet for Tom. George lived up to
reputation and flew with one thermal
from Mt Kiera to Warrilla Council Chambers - an overdue library book perhaps?
Whatever it was, he obviously managed to
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avoid all those airspace restrictions in between - didn't you George?
See you all at Shellharbour surf club next
month. Safe flying
L&B

K
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Kosciusko Alpine
Paragliding Club
Lunching on the mountain this year?
Rumour has it that the place to be will be
Eagles Nest at the top of the Crackenback
chair lift as Mine Host will be Heinz
Gloor. Also seems like most staff will have
a paragliding licence. Funny that! So for
all the latest on flying, and the best of food
and drink, call in any day between Ham
and 3pm. There also could be plenty of
paragliding and skiing videos on between
Eagles Nest and the Bullwheel Bistro.
Italian instructor Roberto Cataneo has
built a robot paraglider test pilot. Achilles
the robo~ is 5'10" tall, weighs between 45
and 100 kg depending on ballast and contains electrical servo units to control his
arms, powered by a 12 volt car battery. He
is controlled from the ground by radio
and can be made to perform radical
manoeuvres. It is expected that Achilles
will be used for demonstrating the
dangers of flying in turbulence. If you do
happen to go flying at Valsassina in Italy,
watch out for the antics of Achilles.
Rumours that Achilles is coming to
Australia to test out sites for the next
Nationals have been denied!

After the mention in last month's newsletter about B-line or B-stalls, the inevitable
has happened. Someone asked, "What are
they?" (Shows you're reading the articles). B-Line stalls are a new way of
getting rid of altitude quickly in a
paraglider. The B-Line stall is only possible on gliders with separate A and B
risers; the B risers are pulled down to
between shoulder and waist level, an action that is fairly hard at first but becomes
lighter, then a spanwise pleat develops in
the canopy which breaks off the laminar
flow. The canopy, still in a very stable
nature, remains fully inflated but starts to
sink at 8 to 15 mps. Recovery procedure
seems to vary from canopy to canopy but
the best method seems to be to release the
riser fairly quickly. As with any radical
manoeuvre, make sure that you have plenty of altitude before trying it out.
Interstate phone calls have been coming
in regularly from Alex de Waal. Alex and
his mate, Stuart McGeady are combi-ing
around Australia flying wherever they
can. Recent flights have seen them over
the penguins at Phillip Island and the
cliffs of South Australia. The most
frustrating time though according to Alex
was sitting on top of Ayres Rock watching
the thermals pumping up the face, and not
a paraglider between them! Could be
something to do with the $2000 fme if
you're caught flying off the Rock! Alex
will be putting a story together for us on
their exploits when he returns at the end
of this month.
JVC Electronics are spending 1/2 million
Swiss Francs to develop a new electronic
system for paragliding and hang gliding
competitions. Every pilot gets a little box
where his start number is registered.
When he flies over a marker (up to a 1000

Ron Huxhagen towing at Mackay, N. Qld - p. Lex Thompson
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mm height) his time and number is
recorded on a computerised system keeping track of all scores. The pilot will also
receive a signal that he has successfully
passed the marker. When everybody has
landed the end result will be printed out.
The fIrst test of the new system is hoped
to be done at the World Paragliding titles
in France.
Whilst on the subject of the World Titles
(to be called Parasol '91), arrangements
are well under way in France. To be held
from 7-22 September 1991, four sites in
the Alpes de Haute-Provence will be
used. Moustiers St-Marie, Digne-LesBains, St-Jean Mondar and St-Andre Les
Alpes. Pilots will be divided into two
pools for the preliminaries. After three
tasks the best 50 from each pool will be
chosen to compete in the fmals. All points
gained in the preliminary rounds will be
cancelled and the top 100 pilots will all
start with zero points and to validate the
contest three completed final rounds
must be held. Three titles will be awarded,
Men's World Champion, Women's
World Champion and Team World
Champion. Australia will be sending an
official team for the fIrst time consisting
of 5 men and 1 woman. The team will have
been chosen by the time you read this and
to assist financing the team, Team
Australia T-shirts will be available. To
ensure that the T-shirts are collector
items only 150 will be available at a cost of
$26 each, so get your orders in now as only
a few will be made available to each
paragliding centre in Australia.
Bya large majority, the hang gliding section of the Dutch Aero Club voted to
amalgamate with the paragliding section.
This is for a trial period of two years with
the option to split when the number of
paraglider pilots exceeds that of hang
glider pilots. It's good to see the two forms
of free flight living in harmony with one
another world wide despite the idiotic
remarks of people like Andrew Foch last
year, and Peter Wilson in the April
Skysailor.
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with little experience, should recognise
the high closing speeds that canopies
flying towards each other can achieve and
be ready to take the necessary avoiding
action. By remaining vigilant we will avoid
this problem happening in Australia.
Look around, before you turn around,
that way you'll stay around.

The powerline relocation at Spion has
met with a few objections from residents
and alternative routes for the lines are
being looked at.
The next meeting will be at Mark Pike's,
F11/3 Robins St, Altona on the last Monday of the month.

Victorian News
Hello there Victorians!
Hope the winter chill isn't keeping you
earthbound!
How would you like a remote weather
station (phone in) on your local site?
Well, have a think about it. We will be
voting on such an idea at the up and coming VHGA AGM, at the Southern HG
Club rooms (Anchor and Hope Bugatti
Bar) in August.

Committee Report
This month's meeting was held at Mark
Pike's place, some of the items discussed
are as follows:

If the idea proves successful at Spion
Kopje, then the VHGA committee may
look at putting them elsewhere, Ben
Nevis, Buffalo etc.

The VHGA will send a letter to the Model
Aircraft Association requesting that their
members refrain from swooping on hang
gliders or paragliders in an effort to avoid
any more mid-air collisions involving
either craft. Fortunately nobody has been
hurt in the previous few incidents and
hopefully our pilots will also leave the
model fliers plenty of ridge space as well.

Talking about Southern Hang Gliding
Club, don't forget to bring along all your
trike, hang gliding, paragliding video's
(censored please) for a bit of a laugh.

The subject of a dial-it weather monitoring station was reviewed and put to the
members of Southern with the result
being a general acceptance and a vote for
more information.

Have you ever wasted the whole of your
weekend chasing favourable weather
conditions? You know the story: you've
packed the car, filled up the tank and then
driven for hours to your favourite launch

Gotta fly
Dobbo

Robot weather watcher could save us
time and money

Brent Chapman 1st fly north from Rex Lookout to Port Douglas
He promises next time not to spot land on the Yacht Club roof; quote:
''-4 dirty & expensive habit I can do without" - p Fitz Gewerth

Two paragliders were involved in a midair collision in England last February. As
a result the canopies deflated and the
pilots were plunged to the ground, one
suffering multiple fractures to his pelvis
and the other a broken leg. Fortunately
both are on the way to a good recovery.
The lessons to be learnt from this episode
are two fold. First that all pilots must
remain watchful and be constantly aware
of what other pilots in the vicinity are
doing. Secondly all pilots, especially those
42
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measure wind speed and
direction and it continuously calculates average readings over a 30 minute
period. The unit can also
log the data to a floppy disk
for analysis purposes or
down-load data to any computer equipped with a
telephone modem. Its
robot-like computer voice
surprised onlookers when it
announced: "This is the Victorian Hang Gliding
Association's Remote
Weather Station at Spion
Kop. The current wind
speed is two-zero knots at
one-seven-five degrees.
The average wind speed is
one-eight-knots at oneeight-six degrees. Thank
you for calling. Goodbye."
Fortunately, the weather
conditions were only simulated with a small electric
fan. Otherwise I might have
made a quick exit!

So, how do I get one, I hear
you ask. Well for about
William Livingston from N. Ireland launching, $3000 for the basic unit and
Middle Brother
the cost of telephone and
power connection, a remote
photo Steve Hossack
weather station could be set
site, only to discover that the charming
up by a club or individuals
weather girl on the TV news has let you at any serviced site. While for those harddown yet again! As usual, the frustration
to-get-to places, solar-powered and celbuilds as you ponder whether to wait lular-phone or radio-linked versions are
around for the afternoon or try another also under development. The running
site. The thought, that it might be "on" costs for the basic unit (telephone rental
somewhere else while you're stuck there and 200 watts of power) are also surprismissing out, can be almost unbearable.
inglylow.
Well, an automatic weather station, under
development by an Australian company
could mean the end to this common
frustration and save us time and money.
Working with the VHGA, the Melbourne
based electronics company, Information
Technologies, has come up with a
proposal to develop a nationwide system
of Telephone Operated Remote Weather
Stations. Installed at the most popular
launch sites around Australia these computerised gadgets would continuously
monitor the local wind conditions. Like
"robot weather watchers" they would provide a spoken weather report to
telephone callers from around Australia.
For the first time instant and accurate
wind reports from your favourite launch
sites would be only a phone call away!
A prototype unit, demonstrated in Melbourne this week, uses a miniature
anemometer/wind-vane assembly to
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hot party nights but there is a lot of interest in trips away to far flung flying sites;
watch the newsletter for details.
Chris "data-base" Guthrie will now look
after membership matters. We are keen
to encourage new local pilots to join the
club so that they can do as much of their
early flying in the company of more experienced flyers. Chris is also investigating a high-tech flying information service,
perhaps something as simple as a phone
answering machine that will say who is
flying where and when, once again we
think this will be particularly useful to new
pilots. Chris can be contacted at 8742233
W or 5608736 H.
Siusan Selig is the new editor of the club
newsletter. Previous newsletters have
been of a high standard and much appreciated by members. Sue is a new pilot
and is keen to hear from anyone with
flying stories, safety tips, news and gossip
or advertising for the newsletter. Contributions can be sent to PO Box 446 Kew
3101.
Other committee positions are: Scott
Beresford, Pres; Robin Gauld, VicePres/Safety; Scott Bennett, Treasurer;
Julie Beresford, Secretary; newsletter
editor, Siusan Selig (03) 5098808 AH,
6556556FX.
A vote of thanks was extended to the past
committee for guiding the club through its
first turbulent year. The club resolved to
never again mix pleasure with business so
enjoy you flying and watch out for Jiui's
first party, it will be huge!
Keep it up
Robin Gauld.

The VHGA is currently looking at a
proposal to install and test a prototype
unit at one local launch site. This unit will
have additional features and expansion
capabilities to allow the VHGA to better
assess its requirements. Interested
readers or potential users are invited to
contact me for further information or suggestions on how this system could be used
or improved.
Mark Pike
(03) 3986268 AR, (03) 2767177 BH, (03)
2767200FX

Skyhigh Notes
A well attended general meeting has
elected a new club committee which includes some important new positions.
Having fun has always been a priority with
paragliders and famous party-animal Jim
McColgan is now in charge of fun and
good times. Not only can we expect some
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Western Australia
Howdy Sandgropers
This issue I want to remind everyone to
make a special effort to attend the AGM
Tuesday 2nd July at the Rhein Donnau
Club. We will be voting in a new committee as well as looking back over the past
12 months, planning for the future and
recognising outstanding efforts. There
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will be a raffle run and drawn on the night
with prizes of equipment or services.
As this is the last newsletter for the 90/91
club year, I would like to take this opportunity to personally recognise a few
people whom I believe have contributed
to the club and the sport over the past 12
months.
In no particular order, I will start off by

thanking Helmut Schroedel for his attitudes and input on the safety aspects of
our activities. Although he may have felt
all ~one at times, his talks at meetings has
jabbed a few consciences' with the result
that a healthy momentum has built up in
our safety drive that I'm sure will be maintained. The publicity that Warren hall
with his Rottnest attempts, Andrew
Humphries through Channel lOs Today
show and Mike Duffy with his West
Australian newspaper pieces have all put
our sport forward in a responsible and
positive manner. Not to mention the new
members generated by the coverage.
Having mentioned the Perth based boys I
would be remiss in not recognising Lex
Jones of South West Hang Gliding
School. Lex has been consistently and
quietly introducing newcomers to the
sport in a professional manner that we
have come to expect from one of our
longer standing members. Innovative
ideas have come out of the past year also.
Who would deny the value of Bruce
Dainton's business cards, the Eagle
Award Stubby Holders and of course
those yellow hats. Our Trophy Farm is
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also richer thanks to the
skill and care of Graham
MacDonald who produced
and donated the "Longest
Flight of the Year" award.
I am also mindful of the
seminars organised by
Andrew Humphries at his
place, the fund raising of
Andrew personally and the
Dally boys in general, the
Kulin Flyins from Bruce
Dainton again and the
sacrifices in time and effort
that Gary Wright has made
in his HGFA duties over
east.
In short, our club is only as
good as the active members
allow it to be and this past
year I have seen a healthy
atmosphere develop which
I hope will blossom further.
Finally, 1990/91 saw the
club's introduction of
parapenters and they
wasted no time in offering
their help and input. The
offer of wire maintenance
assist from Rob Binedell at
Sling Rig has been gratefully accepted by many of our
members.

One inverted day over Killarney, SE Qld - p.
Fritz Gewerth

So people, come along not only to the
AGM but to the first Tuesdays of the
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month. They're bigger and better and getting better and better.
Hang in there
Keith Lush
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rewarded - just don't you worry about that. Ph
Joe Scott (065) 650042
Gyro 180 (Nov) orange black & rainbOW +
Moyes cocoon harness gd cond $950 ono ph
Russell (02) 857599
Paragllder Airman RC-11 with Alr Support harness, both in as new cond selling due to domestics - suit 80-120 kg $750 ph Rick (02) 9138703
GTR 162 WB (lnt) mid blue LE white US orange
triangle gd cond no flutters $1500 or consider
swap with Mars, Gyro + cash ph Geoff (042)
941898
Arrow II Trike 503 cc 2 tanks 1 alloy 40 Itr, 1
plastic 25 Itr, plus Instruments & gd reliable
Rotax engine $8500 Chris (049) 631840
Moyes GTR 162 (Int) pink & yellow with V.G. plus
Moyes Pod Ige suit 6' with chute varlo " altimeter $1500 ph Lee Scott (065) 569692
GTR 162 (Int) white & blue LE white US with
rainbow approx 20 hrs airtime brand new cond
available for Inspection in Sydney $1600 ph (06)
2993634 H (06) 2707018

*** STOLEN ***
Pod harness (Henk Van Raalte make) blue
with yellow stripe suit 6'2" or larger, stolen
from Clayfleld Brisbane 13th May 1991 please
phone Geoff (07)2625849 with any Information
On the night of 28th April 1991 from Byron Bay
Gyro 160 with blue LE and US, rainbow TS and
yellow TE. The glider Is In good condition and
has a faded red bag as well as bright coloured
hang loops. Phone Shirley (066) 858147 H or
857147W

NEW SOUTH WALES
UP Axis 15 (Adv) loop glider Axis was positioned
first 3 places in 1990 US aeros. Ex cond brilliant
distance & speed ship must sell due to financial
commitments $2500 ph Matt (042) 943004
Thermallte Skyleg power pack 55% more thrust
than standard unit, dual wheel aerofoiled support leg, complete with test bench & weights,
fuel tank & all fittings also
Aero 170 (Nov) Grey LE fluro blue 1st panel fluro
green 2nd panel with brackets, extra keel wire &
gussetting for Skyleg $3500 the lot will separate
ph Steve (065) 547600 W, 556569 H
Aero 170 (Nov) fluro yellow LE grey 2nd panel
17 hrs airtime $2200 ph (042) 971914
Magic 111166 (lnt) blue Le white triple sandwich
sail with distinctive blue & white striped US
modified VG for easy set up, modified batten
profile to slow it up for easier landings, modified
fittings to take Australian upright tubing, spare
king post, suit heavy pilot wishing to move up to
performance glider $900 ph Ben (065) 821966
XS 155 (Adv) currently certified model fluro yellow warp MS fluro pink scrim LE purple & white
US king post hang scrim TE band ex cond flys
great low hrs only $3000 for quick sale
Parachute perfect cond $250 ph Mark (066)
243111
Foil 152 Combat (Adv) red/pink LE grey US
white kevlar TE flies great gd value $2800 ph
(049) 292175
GTR 162 VG (Int) pink & yellow $800 also
Moyes Pod red suit6' $250 ph Ross (065) 569167
or Lee (065) 569692
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PA Ballistic Chute
(065) 505789

+

brackets for trike $750 ph

Air Borne Trike Ex cond dual seat big wheels
suspension 503 Rotax 68 inch prop Arrow I wing
gold LE orange/white MS white US complete
with trailer reg 9/91 $6900 also
Moyes GTS 170 (Int) fair cond red LE red/White
US white MS speed bar & VG handles well +
cocoon harness suit pilot 5'8"-5'10" & helmet
good nic, will separate $850 the lot ph Steve
(049) 513230

Magic Kiss 154 (Adv) Citroen logo tight sail gd
performer even for pilots up to 90 kg $2400 ono
also
Paragllder 250E Harley "New Wave" very safe
stable gd 1st canopy with harness for persons up
to 70 kg certified towable $350 ono ph Brett
Wright (02) 9774423
Probe 175 (Int) Orange US white TS sail
tightened & airframe inspected recently by factory all bolts renewed 2 spare uprights batten
profile glider bag renewed $400 ono ph Bradley
(042) 942929

Apco HI-lite I 5 hrs airtime complete with bag,
harness and backup chute $2,000 ono ph (042)
674570

Air Borne Trike 503 Buzzard 55 hrs 2 seat Arrow
170 wing parachute all in top cond $7000 ph
(049) 772078

Coli Fombat 152C (Adv) 15 mths old gd cond
fluro green LE grey & pink US with black tips flys
& performs great $2800 will trade also
GTR 175 (Int) perf cond flys great gd glider for
larger pilot $1450 also
Certified side by side Imported trikes $18,500
new (original price $29,000) also
Buzzard 532 110 hrs Arrow II gr cond $9,500 also
Wanted from you North Queenslanders - green
coconuts (or just turning brown) bring some
down to Clybucca & you'll be handsomely

Foil 160B Racer (Int) white with Swan lager logo
ex cond $1800 ph Steve (02) 3274484
Foil 140B (lnt) ex cond low hrs 2 spare uprights
incl $2400 ono ph Fran (079) 548393 before May
17 (02) 4893063 after May 22
Air Support Harnes. with all competition extras, ex cond extremely comfortable 2 to choose
from suit pilots 5'7"-5'10" & 5'10"-6'2" $500 ono
ea ph (064) 575073 Fax (064) 575529

Jo McNamara, Stan well Park -photo by Ian Lobb

Air Borne Sting (Nov) less than 6 mths old looks
gd pink blue & white flys great only $2400 ono
also near new Pod &. Helmet 5'9"-6'1" $350 ph
(049) 375391
Trike 64 hp Buzzard fitted with an Arrow II wing
In mint cond long range tanks all instrument pod
& wheel spats tow release 14 hrs from new $8500
ph Frank (067) 323306 AH 329100
Mission 170 (Nov) white sail blue LE gd cond
(no prangs), old Moyes cocoon harness $2000
ph Mike Hargreaves (02) 4520131 BH or 7993709
AH
Moyes Mission 170 (Nov) dk blue LE It blue wh ite
TE brand new 5 hrs $2500 ph Ian (065) 539506
Harness Wanted cocoon or preferably pod for
pilot 5'3" ph Anna or Alaric on (049) 214438 BH
or 430674 AH
Moyes Mars 170 (Nov) blue Le white US gd
cond $900 ono also
Pod red + helmet $300 ono or for a quick sale
the lot only $1000 ph Ross (042) 674764 or
William In NZ (04) 688357
Airman Paragllders (7) (XC 9, XC 10, XC 11 's)
$600 ea with harness & bag also
Probe 165 (Int) brown yellow white $750 ono
also
Undsay Ruddock Varlo $350 also
Helmet yellow med $40 + new & 2nd hand

harnesses - enquire ph Forrest (02) 4502674,
9972238
Trike Arrow II 532 cc with chute, trailer & tow
system 62 hrs v gd cond $11500 ph Chris (049)
631840
XS 142 (Int) fluro orange LE fluro yellow TS white
& purple US ex cond 5 mths old $3400 ph Toni
(042) 942430
Mars 150 (Nov) red LE & MS yellow US gd cond
gd 1st glider for lighter pilot $1000 ph Shauna
(066) 847561
Moyes Mission 170 (Nov) blue LE yellow US
white TE low hrs manual batten profile & spares
Moyes Pod Harness red suit 5'6"-6' parachute
(never used) needs repacking Ball varlo &. altimeter helmet &. Wind gauge complete flyer's
package $3500 ph (066) 543502 leave message
for Peter, I'll call you back ASAP
XS 155 (Adv) red Le red & black US wh ite MS it's
18 mths old & converted to kingpost hang & fin
pockets fabulous bargain at $2500 ph Adam on
(02) 5551000 W 33123n AH
Foil C's for sale from $2800 - $3300 will freight
ph Air Borne (049) 499199
XS 155 (Adv) pink scrim LE white power rib TS
pink & black US with fins ex cond 4 mths old new
Xmas '90 tip levers $3800 ph Greg (066) 847328

o

Foil 160B Racer (Int) fluro blue & black US grey
mylar LE at the risk of sounding like a wanker this
Foil has a reputation around Stanwell Park (its
home) as an exceptional glider in ex cond a
bargain for the discerning pilot. Alan the sheep
is lonely since you left $2600 Peter Garbett (042)
942267 (Otford)

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
GTR 162 Race (Int) blue Le silver US low airtime
$1200 ph Derek Hill (08) 2652295
Magic IV Full Race (lnt) iridescent colours 21/2
yrs old nice tight sail this is a hot glider serious
calls only $1850 ono (08) 3816732
Magic Kiss 154 (Adv) gd cond anhedraldihedral speedbar adjust $2990 ono also
Borgelt Instrument System Australian
manufacture & service integrated altimeter, rate
of climb, variometer, averager, netto variometer
& air speed indicator, rechargeable batteries
$600 also
2 almost new miniature under dash CB Radios
12 V Alley Cat & K40 ph (08) 3403217

QUEENSLAND
XS 155 (Adv) currently certified model fluro yellow warp MS fluro pink scrim LE purple & white
US king post hang scrim TE band ex cond flys

o

o
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Peter Salewski Mega 111985 - p. Stephen Brown, SA
great low hrs only $3000 for quick sale ph Mark
(066) 243111
Foil 150B Racer (Int) yellow LE pink & orange
US recent air frame overhaul gd cond $2000 also
Ball 651 instruments $500 also
Parachute $350 ph Brenda (07) 8494821
Gyro 180 (Nov) red with rainbow stripes apron
harness ex training glider $950 ph Brad (077)
792853 or Ray (077) 752607
Mission 170 (Nov) all over red speed bar faired
king post re-conditioned glider bag FREE freight
anywhere in Old $1800 ono ph Ray (077) 752607
Foil 160B (Int) black Le red MS white TE fully
optioned top cond $1400 ph Graham (074)
488400
Probe II (Int) pink & blue v gd cond photo
provided incl freight & insur anywhere east coast
ph (079) 396365
Cocoon harness suit 6' pilot, blue v gd cond
$100 also
Parachute ex cond extended bridle $400 ono
also
L1tek vario v gd cond $150 ono ph Bruce (07)
3782395
GTR 162 (lnt) orange & white sail well cared for
must sell $800 ono ph Craig (079) 724253 W,
737892 H

GT 170 (Int) blue LE rainbow US ex cond ph Nick
(074) 474360
Aero 170 (Nov) black LE grey & orange US 45
hrssince new $1850 wanting to upgrade ph Gary
(079) 791774
Foil Combat 152C (lnt) 1 yr old pink trilam LE
mauve & lime US ex cond $3200 ph Neil (07)
8881010 AH or 016 782091 anytime
Mission 170 (Nov) green & pink with white LE
$1600 will consider swap for intermediate glider
ph Graham (077) 732913

Foil 160B (Int) gd
cond ex 1st high
performance glider
$1500 ph (03)
5963808

Moyes XS Easy 150 (Nov) green Le yellow &
blue US white MS faired uprights & klngpost
$2500 also
Moyes Pod suit 5'6"-5'8" + Chute $750 also
Ball varlo 651 $250 also
UHF handheld Royce with boom mic $350 ph
Peter (03) 7257459

Paragllder
Parapacific Tri-cell
24 sq mtr gd beginners canopy 2 yrs
old 35 flights v gd
cond fluro orange
pack & harness
$1000(059)443815

Altair 142 (Nov) with training wheels ex glider for
lightweight person black red white v gd cond
$800 ono ph Gavin (03) 5460130 H
Roberts Varlo gd cond $250 also
XC Airman gd cond $1000 leave message for
Bernie (057) 551753
Foil 150B Kevlar Racer (Int) red LE white MS dk
blue US ex cond $2000 ono also
Mars 170 (Nov) orange LE white MS & US gd
cond $900 ono also
GTR 162 Full Race (Int) half battens fully faired
grey LE It blue MS grey US gd cond $1280 ono
also
Zephlr 160 (Int) (Bowsprit glider) red LE white
MS rainbow US ex performer & handling suit
someone looking for Foil B or GTR ex cond with
spares $1600 ono also
Mission 150 (Nov) blue Le white MS yellow US
ex cond $2100 ono also
Mars 150 (Nov) Icaro batten profile & keel pocket mylar LE inserts speedbar 17 mths old fluro
yellow LE white MS fluro yellow US gd cond
$1500 ph Steve Ruffels (057) 551724
Moyes Mission 170 (Nov) yellow LE yellow US
triangle yellow keel pocket white MS gd cond
$2000 ono ph Michael (03) 3638085 AH, 6603308
BH

Vision Eclipse 184 pink LE rainbow striped
white US gd cond need to sell a bargain at $900
ph Scott (074) 912948 or (07) 2626583
Aero 170 (Nov) blue LE blue & pink US looks &
flys great 12 mths old one owner ex cond $2300
ph Mark (075) 322528 H 314911 W

XS 155 (Adv) white Ts pink & blue US ph Alan
(03) 7874091 or 7876002

XS 155 (Adv) white
scrim LE pink warp
MS mid blue warp
US 18 mths old gd
cond $3000 ph
Tony Klemm (052)
441587 AH

...

VICTORIA

PERSONALISED

*
*
*
*
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*
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*
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Mission 170 (Nov) blue Le rainbow US white MS
gd cond $1700 ph Neil (03) 4894213
Moyes Mars 150 (Nov) yellow US & rainbow
pattern incl cocoon harness trainer wheels &
helmet the complete set for the beginner urgent
sale $900 or nearest offer Ph Oscar (03) 8465721
or Bryan (03) 8673257 AH or weekends
Foil 152C (Int) fluro green & grey US low hrs 5
mths old $3500 also
Moyes Pod 5'10"-6' & Chute $900 also
Sjostrom varlo/altlmeter $600 ph Simon (03)
7161328
XS Easy (Int) dk blue LE white MS fluro orange
US gd cond speedbar fully faired $2500 ph Paul
Matthews (03) 5847909 H
Paraglider Parallel 24 new safe & fast beginner/intermediate canopy with Swiss Gutesiegel
24 sqm piiot weight 60-90 kg glide ratio 5: 1
$1500 ph (03) 8226634 AH
Moyes 162 WB (lnt) ex cond all cloth options
grey pink white $2200 ph John (03) 6965044 or
Rob (052) 223019

ACT
XS 155 (Adv) dk blue LE dk blue US lime green
triangle white MS gd cond 1st to see wili buy ph
Duncan (06) 2951244 W

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
XS 155 (Adv) king post hang gins near new cond
$2700 inci freight ph (09) 4442569
Falhawk Athlete 24 sq mtrs 40 hrs airtime ex
cond no signs of porosity $2000 also
Falhawk Apex medium size ex cond 20 hrs
airtime $3200 ph John Salmon (09) 3833137 H

TIE-DOWNS!

50mm
WILL
LONG
YOUR

WIDE AND OVER 2meters LONG; MADE FROM SEAT BELT MATERIAL.
NOT STRANGLE YOUR DIVER EVEN IF TIED TIGHTER THAN THE PROVERBIAL .
ENOUGH TO TIE DOWN MORE GLIDERS THAN YOUR CAR WILL CARRY.
INITIALS OR MESSEGE INDELIBLY STENCILED TO PREVENT LOSS. THEFT OR
INADVERTENT 'BORROWING' .
WILL LAST LONGER THAN YOUR GRANDMA.
EASIER AND SAFER TO USE THAN YOUR MATES CAP..
LOOPS ON BOTH ENDS. TYING SUGGESTIONS INCLUDED. (QUICK KNOTS FOR PREFLIGHT FRENZY . )
ONLY FIVE BUCKS PER TIE-DOWN . (MOST PEOPLE USE 3 PER CAR.)
GREAT GIFT IDEA AT THE RIGHT PRICE. (LOOKS GOOD BUT COSTS LESS THAN A
NIGHT OUT OR A SUPER SUPREME FROM DINO'S.)
CHO I CE OF MESSAGE COLOUR . (LIMIT MESSAGE TO A FEW WORDS.)
AUSTRAL IAN MADE.
E.G. ' STOLEN FROM .. .
'RETURN TO .. .
Send your money. initials and/or message. RETURN ADDRESS and stencil
co lour preference to:
SANDRA J. H.
12 HALBERT ST.
WENDOUREE
VIC 3355

XS 155 (Adv) 18 mths old kingpost hang green
& orange US dk blue scrim Le gd cond apart
from a couple wear marks on LE from transportation $2600 ono ph (075) 435631

June

XS 155 (Adv) kingpost hang goes great $2750
also
Ball 651 $485 ph Angus (03) 5722568

SKYSAILOR
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include $5.00
post & hand.
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Tomas Suchanek wins 1991 World Hang Gliding
Championship, flying Moyes XS 155
Brazil , the exotic country where the jungle wild life is
only surpassed by the wild life of the people . Sun ,
Samba and Sex took a back seat last February when
the town of Governador Valadares played host to the
1991 World Hang Gliding Championships .
Tomas Suchanek performed brilliantly in extremely
difficult conditions. Low cloud base and rain showers
were the order of the day. The XS 155 was supreme in

these tropical conditions. Many of the pilots were
forced down early into mud up to their armpits , grass
eight feet high and mosquito ridden swamps that
would have made Indiana Jones turn paie.
Tomas and his Moyes XS 155 overcame all these
obstacles and proved that he and his XS are an
unbeatable World Championship team .
To beco me a Wo rld Cha mpions hip team .. .. contact us at ....
Moyes California 22021 Covello St..
California 91303.
Tel: (818) 887 3361 Fax: (818) 702 0612

XS 142, 155 Gutesiega l Certified .
XS142 , 155, 169 , U.S. H.G.M.A . Certified.

The World Championship GHder

Moyes Delta Gliders P/ L. , 173 Bronte Rd.
Waverl ey 2024 N.S.W. Australia.
Tel: (02) 387 511 4 Fax: (02) 387 4472

