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Hang Gliding

Manfred’s World Record Flight
“I flew alone for a very long time
and got extremely far”
M A N F R E D R U H M E R (Article courtesy of Icaro)

World Record Flight
On 17 July 2001 I set an Open
Distance World Record in Hang
Gliding, flying 700.8km (435 miles)
from Zapata to Lamesa in Texas,
USA. At time of writing (August)
the FAI has not yet officially
recognised this record, but all
the necessary information and
documentation has been provided.
How it all began…
I’m not sure if I got a message directly from
Davis Straub or if I read it on one of his Oz
Reports, but the point is that I heard about
Davis, David Glover and Gary Osoba organis
ing this trip to Texas to try and break some
World records after last year’s successful attempt.
The expedition was called ‘World Record Encamp
ment (WRE)’ (same as last year). David Glover
provided all the necessary information regarding
the local rules (ie, CTR, areas with difficult
access, etc) and Gary Osoba’s extensive knowl
edge of the weather in this area was very helpful.
I was immediately interested, but wasn’t
sure if I was going to be able to take part in it
or not. Two trips were scheduled: the first one
overlapped with the Worlds/WAG in Spain and
the second one started about a week after that
comp and lasted for two weeks. I was sure that
if we were lucky enough to have good weather,
we’d be able to make some excellent flights
during the two weeks.
Our group wasn’t big: around 15 pilots,
including paragliders, rigid and flex wings.
Most of them were from the US, plus André
Wolf and Betinho Schmitz from Brazil, and
Kathleen Rigg and myself as the only Europeans.
2
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Apparently Davis’ messages didn’t get many
pilots from this side of the globe interested, but
after the great flights we had, I feel that is going
to change.
Kathleen rang me up in mid-May to ask if
I was going and if other Austrians were going
too. Since it was just the two of us we decided
to go together; she organised the plane tickets
and everything. During the Worlds we got the
news of Mark Poustinchian breaking the Class
2 Open Distance Record. First we heard it was
630km (391 miles), some days later they con
firmed 590km (367 miles). I recall talking with
André Wolf about how incredible it must be to
fly so far and for so long. We came to the con
clusion that it was definitely worth trying. At
that time I felt really glad that I had signed up.
Right after the Worlds I didn’t go home to
Italy, but instead drove to England with Kathleen.
We departed from London on 4 July with a
direct flight to Houston. We picked up a rental
car at the airport and drove for seven hours
to Zapata. During our drive we saw from the
cloud formations – nice cumulus – that the
place would be pretty good; it wasn’t hard
to imagine flying long distances in the area.
When we got to Zapata we went to our hotel
and thought it a good time to rest, but soon we
heard from Davis that the next day could be
good. I felt like I had no time to reassemble my
glider (it was short packed) and get everything
ready on time… I felt stressed at that point.
Luckily the day, and the following ones, were
not as good as we thought and we had some
time to acclimatise; it took some days to get over
my jet lag (seven hours difference), to get used
to the conditions, to prepare all my equipment
and to get to know all the rules and information
regarding CTR, special roads, borders, etc. It
was definitely important to have some time
before we started flying really long distances.
We had an excellent retrieve driver, Don
from Canada. Even though he had practically
never seen a hang glider in his life before, he
ended up working for both 2001 WRE’s doing
an excellent job. He was not only very nice and
enthusiastic, but he already knew the roads, the
little towns and the secrets of the area, which
was just great for us!

The area
Why is Zapata an ideal place for such flights?
Well, it is a small city located very close to the
US/Mexican border, south from Laredo, the
largest city in the area. The wind direction is
practically constant between south and southeast, with the strength varying from one day to
another, but constant throughout the same day.
This last characteristic is very important when
flying long distances. Zapata is also close enough
to the Gulf of Mexico, which provides suffi
cient humidity for early thermal development
and cloud formation. This gives you the possi
bility to take off quite early, which is one of the
greatest advantages of this area. Even though
you don’t have much height to play around
with, this thermal activity allows you to stay up.
Moreover, as the day goes by, cloudbase rises.
The area around take-off is flat and lies between
150-250m asl. About 350km north of take-off
there is a hilly area that runs across Texas and is
approximately 100km long. The area after the
hills is flat again and lies at roughly at 700m asl.
You could say that there are places to land
everywhere, but the retrieve is the tricky thing
here. If you land in the middle of nowhere, it
can take you a long time to get out, which is
a good reason to consider such places not suit
able for landing. Some other fields have access
to them, but with lots of locked and unlocked
gates to go through that make it a real hassle to
get in/out of the place. Sometimes landing in
a field only a few kilometres after take-off can
mean a long retrieve. The first part of the flight
is always the hardest because you have to use
every metre of lift you encounter in order to
stay high and make it past this initial area.
The day I flew the record was not the best
day Texas had to offer. I am sure that if you
have the opportunity to stay there for two
months you could encounter a terrific day. If
you have more tailwind, an earlier take off and
make no mistakes, I think it is possible to fly
further than I did… maybe even 800km!

The training days
The first days, I noticed some pilots would tow
up as early as 8:30 or 9am, to 2,000m asl, well
above cloudbase (around 1,000m asl). During
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the training days I tried that as well. It was pos
sible to start at that time because there were
thermals already and the tailwind glide after
releasing gave you immediately 20km extra,
but we soon realised that the risk of landing
relatively short and missing out on a great day
was too high. I decided that starting at around
10am was a good compromise between starting
early, having decent activity to stay up and mak
ing some kilometres while waiting for the day
to develop. At this time the bomb-out risk was
much lower. Of course this may change from day
to day. It was also decisive to take off early in
order to be able to get the best out of a good day.
These first flights were very important for
me to get to know the area and the conditions,
but it was also useful because I could get my
equipment ready and adjust some of my flying
habits. For instance, I have been flying without
water for the last couple of years and have never
flown with food during a competition. For the
WRE I bought a new Camelbak and packed
some food in my harness. I also had to use the
radio in flight again. Some years ago I got to a
point where I preferred to fly without a radio.
As my helmet, with the headset and all, was
stolen (three years ago) I just didn’t bother to
re-install a headset. I like it much better when
I am alone up there with no contact to the rest
of the world. However I knew it was necessary
to fly with a radio during the WRE (ie, keep in
contact with our retrieve) and I was glad to be
using one during those two weeks.

The first flights
You had to learn quickly to classify the days.
It was crucial to decide if you were going to go
for it or if it was better to land, get back early
and be ready for the next day. I think that you
can fly between 200 and 300km each day in
this area; but flying far and landing late (8-9pm)
means going to sleep late and not being per
fectly fit the next day. It was not always easy to
make such a decision; a couple of times I felt
like I should have tried to exploit a certain day
more than I actually did. This happened espe
cially towards the end of the first week. I felt
somewhat disappointed in my decisions, not
only because I had not flown amazingly far, but
also because I wanted to improve my position
on the Priority List.
There was a “Priority List (PL)” for towing
at the WRE and it was important for me to be
on it since this gave you the opportunity to get
in the queue whenever you felt it was time to
go. There was only one Dragonfly and I wanted
to make sure to be able to launch at the right
time. The order was established according to
your longest flight ever. My longest flight was
210km, so I was towards the end of the list;
therefore deciding to land early to be ready for
the next day didn’t help me improve my posi
tion much. At a certain point I found myself
November 2001
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Hang Gliding
Airborne - at one with the Alps: 120 high quality colour pages of brilliant photos by Swiss paraglider
pilot Andreas Busslinger........................................................................................................................................................ $ 9 5
WindWatch: Small, waterproof & accurate. Digital display, multiple scales (km/h,mph,kt), average & gust memos,
temp. & wind chill. Takes the guesswork out of wind strength measurement. Swiss made ....................................$140
Skywatch Fun: Basic windspeed only unit. Small, accurate & waterproof with mph, kt,km/h,& m/s.................... $110
Videos: Jocky Sanderson’s Speed to Fly (XC) & Security in Flight (Safety) - the reference videos for paragliding...... $66 ea
Manzella Wind Stopper Gloves: Made in the USA............................................................................................................. $49
MGM Flying Suit: Locally made using windproof Nylon, choice of linings, 6 combinable colours, custom
features on request.................................................................................................................................................... $190-250
Hanwag Fly 2000 Boots: Designed for paragliding to reduce the incidence & severity of foot injuries.
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FLYTEC Varios: The world leader – various models from................................................................................................ $520
Paraglider Stuff Sack: The BIG stuff sack for those big toys......................................................................................... $44
Also available: Icom UHF radios, Lazer helmets, Garmin GPS & more!
All prices include express postage. Credit card phone orders accepted.

Contact Godfrey at PARAFUNALIA, “The Mountain” Manilla NSW 2346
Ph: 02 6785 6545 Fax: 02 6785 6546 Email: skygodfrey@aol.com

being second to last on the PL and it was driv
ing me absolutely crazy! When I would take off
with the last group I was always stressed out
because I wanted to catch up; sometimes this
made me make the wrong choices. Luckily I
was able to improve my position on the abovementioned list and I was able to take off at the
right time during the last part of the WRE.
Towards 15 July the conditions improved a
lot and I decided to fly as far as I could on that
day. I knew it was not a record day but I just
kept going and I flew 360km (breaking my
personal distance record), which made me skip
several positions forward in the PL. It was a
blue thermal day and I flew for almost eight
hours. We got back to the hotel after midnight.
The next day I was pretty tired…
The forecast for the next day, 16 July, was
quite good, with better thermals and slightly
stronger wind. On this day, I felt I could go for
it. The first part of the flight went fast and
pretty well, but after maybe 200km the air
became drier and the cumulus formation stopped
so that at 3pm I encountered my last cumulus
of the day. I didn’t know what to do because I
had flown quite far and knew there was still
plenty of time, thermal activity and sunlight left,
so it did look like a record day. I flew further
into the blue gap, finding blue thermals here
and there. These type of thermals are not really
suited for distance record flying; when you’re
not able to ‘see’ the next thermal, imagining
where it would be according to the cloud above
it, you tend to fly less aggressively and not as
fast. You aren’t able to have a clear idea of the
path you’ll follow. At least, this is how it works
for me. I decided to land at 3:30pm, after fourand-a-half hours, close to the main road. Half
an hour later, the clouds started forming again
and I heard of a pilot flying past me… I thought,
“Sch…, maybe today was THE day and I am
stuck down here!”
This ended up being the best decision,
because if I had really flown fast, and maybe
broken the record by some kilometres, I could
have not been back at the hotel on time to be
ready and ‘fresh’ for the next day… THE day.

17 July 2001
This day looked really good already at 8:30am
and the pilots were all ready to go. Mark
Poustinchian and Davis Straub were the first
ones to start on a double tow; Paris Williams
and I were next, just before 10am. Most of the
other pilots, who on the previous days started
early and generally landed early too, this time
were smart to wait. To take off at around 10am
was my first right decision of the day.
We released at cloudbase (1,000m asl), not
a high tow since according to the rules we
could have towed up to 2,000m agl. There was
a queue of pilots and the conditions were good
so we released low. We encountered thermals
of 1-1.5m/s and were able to advance without
having to circle much, hopping from one little
cu to the next. The first 30km were effortless;
we were thermalling quite nicely, constantly
re-centering the thermal’s core and therefore
having the best climb possible. Then came a
blue gap (25-30km wide) and on the other side
we could already see cloud forming. I told Paris
that we should slow down and make sure we
could get past it. The thermals in this gap were
weaker and not as good as the ones we’d had
before and the ones we came across during the
rest of the flight.
Later on, I heard Davis Straub had had a
problem with his zipper; he was forced to land
and tow up again later. Mark Poustinchian, who
was on his way early and on his own, had not
gotten too far; he’d landed shortly before Laredo.
So Paris and I were in the ‘leading gaggle’.
We got to Laredo after one-and-a-quarter
hours (approximately 60km from take-off)
with no problems and properly avoided the
CTR. Cloudbase was already at 1,200-1,300m
asl, with thermals at around 2-3m/s and a
20-25km/h tailwind.
At some point I told Paris that we had to
forget about the roads and the possible landing
fields below us and just fly towards the places
with the best clouds and cloud street forma
tions. So we flew a little towards the west and
after a while back towards the east because the
best clouds were there.
Skysailor • Australian Gliding
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After about 100km Paris made a little mis
take, or maybe was just unlucky. He flew to the
west towards a cloud that seemed to be work
ing pretty well, but unfortunately it wasn’t. I
flew even more to the left looking for the lift
and found it (a decent 2m/s) at roughly 100200m past Paris’ unlucky cloud. He ended up
having a very long glide while I was able to
stay on a better course line. After this thermal
I stayed on the right side because I saw him
sinking a lot, and with my extra height was
able to get to the next thermal and climb faster.
Paris came to the thermal much lower and had
to look for it for a while; he finally got it but
not too long after he was one – strong – ther
mal behind me. It was a pity because we had
planned to fly together and in this type of situ
ation having someone to fly with is definitely
helpful. Paris is an excellent pilot who makes
very good decisions and whose flying style is
similar to mine. I think he climbs fast and
efficiently and glides very well. It was a real pity
that he got behind.
I thought to continue going because maybe
I would make a mistake and he could catch up
with me again. Unfortunately he had a prob
lem with his VG. He had made some adjust
ments, but the rope was not long enough so at
the beginning of the flight, as he released it, it
went into his downtube and he could not get
it out. He flew most of the time with no VG
at all! He thought of landing a thousand times
but kept going, which was great because he still
broke Larry Tudor’s old record with no VG!
This was a great performance, because when
you fly over 50km/h with no VG you have so
much bar pressure that it becomes unbearable,
not to mention the lower performance of the
glider in the transition between thermals.
I continued the flight on my own, making
sure of never getting low, sipping out of my
Camelbak here and there, munching on my
muesli bars and properly concentrating. It was
a very pleasant flight and I did not encounter
many problems in the air. The biggest problem
that day was coming in low to a thermal because
it was often hard to locate its core and a con
stant lift due to the strong wind. I was able to
stay concentrated throughout the flight and
ensure making the proper decisions. The condi
tions kept getting better and better with big,
steady thermals of 3-4m/s. I was flying between
them at an airspeed of 60-70km/h plus the
25-30km/h tailwind.
I reached the hill country after 350km and
for quite a while knew that if I were to land the
retrieve would have been very, very tricky.
Luckily it wasn’t really a problem since I never
got low enough to have to worry about it.
At approximately 500km I made a small
mistake. Instead of flying to the nearest work
ing cloud, which was a little to the left of my
course line, I decided to keep flying straight,
4
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through a blue gap, towards a cloud on the
other side. When I got there it wasn’t working
anymore and I had to continue gliding until
I reached the next thermal. That was the only
time I got really low (400m agl).
When I passed the 500km mark, between
5 and 5:30pm, I knew I still had a couple of
hours of daylight and thermal activity left, until
about 8:30pm. I also knew that if I could make
the best out of them I could break the 400 mile
barrier (640km) that the US pilots, and espe
cially Davis Straub, kept dreaming of. I had to
maintain concentration and make no mistakes.
The conditions had improved even more
with 4-5m/s thermals (I had a 6m/s integrated
lift recorded on my vario as best climb) and
30-35km/h tailwind so I was pretty much
‘hanging in loose’ there. When I passed the 400
mile barrier at 7:50pm and switched my vario
back to kilometres, I immediately thought it
possible to reach the 700km mark. The GPS
showed sunset time at 8:50pm, so there was
still time. Even though the lift would not be
very strong it would definitely be enough, since
at around 7pm I was still climbing at 4m/s. I
started flying faster and this is when I made the
biggest mistake of the whole flight: I landed
too early,
I could have flown a little further.
I landed at 8:30pm, but could have flown
for another 20 minutes. I did not climb all the
way to cloudbase in the last 2m/s thermals.
After my last thermal (1m/s) I just glided to
the ground and landed beside a farm called
Todd Farms (927m asl). There were two farms
and afterwards nothing, so I decided to glide
as far as possible, but to land near an inhabited
place. I reached Todd Farms with 150m agl,
it worked out perfectly. I was conscious of the
need of a landing witness in order to validate
the record.
I was surprised because right after landing,
I did not feel tired! It was an extremely long
flight – 10.5 hours. I knew I had just done
something special, something just amazing…
I was definitely euphoric. It was very different
to winning a competition. This flight was
unique. I had flown alone for a very long time
and got extremely far.
When Don and Kathleen came to pick me
up, I had a huge smile on my face, I was just
exceptionally happy. The hours after this flight
were simply incredible, I was really excited. It’s
truly hard for me to describe what I felt…
I like this type of flying very much. I like
the idea of trying to get as far as possible, of
utilising the day to the maximum.

The equipment
The glider I flew for the WRE was the same I
had in Spain for the Worlds/WAG. I only took
the carbon insert out of the leading edge because
it would give me a better handling. I knew it

was important for me to fly on an ‘energy-sav
ing mode’ because I had to make sure of being
able to stay in the air for a long period of time.
Since the insert only works at very high speeds,
and I knew I would not be flying that much
faster than 70km/h, I just removed it. My glid
er could not have been better.
I did not fly the same harness I had in
Spain. I used my previous MR Tenax, which
had a parachute on one side and pockets on the
other (as most harnesses do). It was a bit looser
fitting and had more space for things like muesli
bars and water.
I used my IQ Bräuninger and a 12 Map
GPS. It was never cold, even at cloudbase, so
I was flying with a T-shirt and my speedarms
all the time.

Ten-and-a-half hours
It seemed incredible that I was not tired after
such a long flight. I thought it was just the
excitement and that I would be practically
knocked out the next day, but I still felt pretty
okay the next morning.
Previous to this day my longest flight had
been six hours; in a competition an average task
is completed in three to four hours. The training
flights and the first week’s flying were crucial,
given that I was able to progressively increase
the duration of my flights.
I also modified my flying style. In a compe
tition I fly most of the time with the VG on,
or three quarters of it on. I regularly thermal
with the VG partially on and this takes a lot
more energy and work. In Texas I did it the
conventional way: VG on only for the transi
tions. I have been more tired after a hard com
petition flight of four hours than after this one
of 10.5 hours. I was pretty relaxed throughout
the entire flight.
Lots of water. I made sure to drink enough
throughout the flight. I also ate my four muesli
bars in flight. It was the first time I ever ate in
the air, but I knew it was important to keep my
energy levels high.
Since it was important for me to be relaxed
and concentrated at all times, I did not let any
thing perturb me, and therefore ‘went to the
toilet’ three or four times.
Another very important thing was moti
vation; this was what really kept me going.
Some values:
Average climb throughout the flight
Strongest thermal
Highest altitude
Total altitude gain
(in about 60 thermals)

3m/s
6m/s
2,994m asl
34,879m

I think it is also interesting to see how I increased
my speed with the day’s development:
From 0-100 miles
3 hours
From 100-200 miles 2 hours 30 minutes
From 200-300 miles 2 hours 15 minutes
From 300-400 miles 2 hours 5 minutes
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A Paramotor Cross-country with
Interesting Sea-breeze Effects
GRAHAM SUTHERLAND

I had decided to make use of a prospective paramotor
pilot’s offer to drive for me. We drove out to Watts
Bridge airstrip near Toogoolawah and I flew the
83km back, landed on the beach and walked home.

I

reverse launched into nil general wind but thermic conditions, where
the breeze was coming from every possible direction, depending on
where a thermal was breaking off. After buzzing my friend a few
times (who wanted some good video footage) and flying around the han
gars, I thermalled up to 2,000ft then headed off over the Mt Brisbane
range to Lake Somerset. The thermals were not too rough but were some
times peaking at up to 6m/sec but averaging more like 3m/sec. Not bad
for mid July. I was mostly thermalling with cruise throttle as I didn’t want
to waste too much time hanging around just to gain height. I had planned
to drop down and play around the edges of the lake but I kept hitting
thermals that made me offers I couldn’t refuse. The highest I got to was
1,200m (4,000ft). I could have gone higher but there was no need.
Going past the Woodford folk festival site I was flying at 100-200ft
with my chase driver right under me. My ground speeds were varying
from 35-45km/h depending on altitude. My chase driver rarely had to
wait for me as I was taking the shorter route.
After taking up another offer of a free ride up, I flew through a
couple of kilometres of sink. Paramotoring through sink is weird. The
engine is racing, the canopy is sitting back due to your high throttle
setting but you’re still going down. Next I went through a couple of
kilometres of good lift (1-2m/sec). Convergence! What is causing that?
I asked my driver if there was sea-breeze on the ground, but no, there
wasn’t. I could see from smoke in the distance that there was sea-breeze
closer to the coast. On the other side of the “convergence” the wind
seemed exactly the same. So what caused the “convergence”? I think it
was a wave effect (caused by the sea-breeze) that was propagat
 ing a bit
faster than the sea-breeze itself (it was late in the day and the sea-breeze
would have been backing off). The big area of sink in front of it seemed
like how the water goes out before a Tsunami (tidal wave) comes in.
Sea-breezes seem to behave very similarly to water. In the last couple
of years of paramotoring I have noticed three main sea-breeze effects.
Firstly, the initial tidal flow type that builds up very slowly. As it pushes
inland the first parts of it are slowed down (can even be stopped) by hav
ing to displace the inland air. So the follow up flow tends to catch up
with the leading flow and the result can be a sea-breeze front. This is when
you can get good convergence above and behind this front. Sometimes,
and at certain times of the year, the sea-breeze gust front can be like a fist
that splashes the air in front of it to many times the height of the seabreeze flow itself. This type of sea-breeze convergence can be very rough.
The third effect I’ve noticed is wave effects. Have you ever watched
waves in the ocean running over a sandbank? A broken wave rushing over
a sandbank is like a gust front with a follow up flow. If it then runs into
deeper water the front turns back into a green wave, which will later break
again onto the beach. The energy of the wave can be transferred back
wards and forwards between the broken type of wave with follow up flow
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and the green type of wave (without much flow), depending on the depth
of water. Sometimes sea-breezes can even produce multiple waves in a
similar way that a river running down an incline develops waves.
At Peachester I buzzed my mate Buchy’s place where he was working
in his macadamia orchard. I was posing, flying around his big eucalypt
tree when a too tiny cable tie let go and allowed my airbox (carburettor
inlet silencer) to start lightly touching the prop near the hub. As a con
sequence I landed for a cup of coffee and a new and bigger cable tie.
The prop wasn’t appreciably damaged.
We threw the motor into the van and went back to a little grassy
knoll where I forward launched, trying out my idea for using A’s and
B’s held low (it’s an idea to make forward launching high attachment
point paramotors easier). It worked fine, but I’ll have to make the effort
to do more forward launches to further refine and test the idea.
Approaching the coast I could see smoke moving in opposite
directions. I climbed to get above the sea-breeze and was rewarded
with 50km/h ground speeds at 3,000ft. At one point I flew through
a convergence with up to 3m/sec lift (with cruising throttle). It was
a strong but narrow convergence. I think this would have corresponded
to the splash type of convergence.
I landed on the beach just after watching a glorious sunset from
2,000ft. My driver was there to meet me, and home was only five
minutes walk away. I had 10 minutes of fuel left in the tank.
Life is great. I wouldn’t be dead for quits.		

Corryong Cup 2002
12–19 January 2002
While the guns are sweltering out at Hay
come to the best FUN comp of the year.
Mt Elliot, Corryong is one of the most reliable and
spectacular flying sights in the eastern highlands.
This year the comp will be scored on a handicap basis according
to your glider type and flying experience, so everyone who
enters has a chance of taking out the top prizes.
This year prizes will be awarded for the first three positions
as well as a prize for the best placed veteran and most
improved new comer to competitions. Also, the first placed
team will receive the Corryong mugs.
Day prizes are also given out each day. A raffle will be held
with numerous prizes from sponsors and local businesses.
You must have an intermediate rating (preferably
with inland experience), UHF radio and camera.
This is the cheapest comp in the HG calendar at only $95
if you register before 1 January 2002 ($105 thereafter).
Included in this fee is comp entry, competition T-shirt,
film for turnpoints, colour topo map of the area and
a presentation dinner.
Places are limited so don’t miss out!

Register now with The Blue Mountains Hang Gliding Club c/o:
Steve Bell, PO Box 401 Helensburgh NSW 2508
Mobile Phone: 0412 686 812, Email: <spbell@1earth.net>
Skysailor • Australian Gliding
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Inter-service Competition
Nick Gilbert’s trusty GAK
Photo: D Stewart

NICK GILBERT

I have been around the
gliding competition scene
for quite a few years, but

A Beginner’s View

B

eing relatively inexperienced I enlisted the
help of my brother-in-law and fellow
Libelle driver Scott Lennon, as well as my
partner in the Libelle, Dave Stewart, who was
to borrow a Mini-Nimbus.
As luck would have it, the first task was
a five-hour Assigned Area task. The minimum
task time for this day was 30 minutes longer
than my longest-ever flight and a tad daunting,
but I wasn’t there for a haircut! Getting air
borne at around 12 o’clock I got off tow
straight into a six-knotter which took me to
8,500ft. With Scott leading the way, we made
a start and headed towards Urana. Having
never been this far west I was amazed at the
countryside. From my perspective, the terrain
around Urana looked more like the surface of
the moon than I imagine the surface of the
moon would. I arrived at Urana nice and high
then pressed on towards Cootamundra. The
day was now going to 10,000ft and the climbs
were becoming further apart but reliable. After
flying around in the blue at Temora the pre
vious week it was a welcome relief to be in
the shade under a nice big fat cu!
I arrived at Cootamundra at about 5,000ft
and found a fire which showed that I had been
pushing a headwind. Topping out once again at
10,000ft I saw Mark Bland who was attempt
ing a 750 (which he completed) in the mighty
GUK-Truck, his colourful Open Libelle. Scott
had fallen in a bit of a hole around Coota
mundra so I pushed on solo. Over Temora
everything began to go wrong. At one point
I had my hand on the undercarriage lever but
6
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was a bit nervous about
making the transition from
crew to pilot. I had planned

managed to scrape away in sub-standard lift
with the Canberra Gliding Club Astir (thanks!).
During this period I was overtaken by Scott,
and never sighted him again. Ahhh, just when
you think you are getting okay at this you
realise that you still have plenty to learn! The
weak lift over Temora gave me enough energy
to join a gaggle I had been eyeing off that was
clearly climbing better than me. Ten minutes
later I was back in the shade again. At this
point I probably had enough height to make it
back to Leeton but was clearly under-time, so
I followed Scott’s advice and turned Yenda before
making a very fast, very painful, but extremely
satisfying fast final glide to Leeton. For the first
time in my life I got to say ‘Alpha Kilo, Ten K’
on the radio, and I think I got goosebumps!
Post-flight analysis showed that I had done
483km at 95km/h, good enough for fourth
place! Scott had gone a bit further, a bit faster
and came second on the day at 105km/h.
The next two days were blissful. The
second day was a three-hour Assigned Area task
and I flew from Leeton to Erigolia (near Rankin
Springs) to Bribaree and back for 317km at
105km/h, Second place! The third day I did
Leeton – Rankin Springs – Stockinbingal
– Leeton, 360km at 115km/h, good enough
for first place on the day! This was probably
close to the best fun I have ever had.
If anyone has been considering joining the
contest scene and is wondering where to start,
I would strongly recommend the inter-service
competition. The organisers are friendly and
helpful, and the nature of the competition is

to do some tasking out of
Temora in January so the
idea of going to the interservice competition at
Leeton seemed like a good
idea. A quick phone call
to Roger Browne confirmed
that the contest was avai
lable to all-comers, not just
service personnel, so the
wheels were in motion.

very low-pressure. You never know, you might
even win a day! I would also recommend
taking along your brother-in-law for advice,
if he knows anything about racing. I would
also like to thank my crew Nicole and
my sister Sarah for all their help.
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The Monarto Gliding Museum during construction. Glider pilots from several clubs assisted in the work
Photos: David Easterbrook

A Dream comes true

A 1924 glider housed in the Monarto Gliding Museum
Photo: Simon Hackett

EMILIS PRELGAUSKAS

A

fter years of planning, the gliding museum at Monarto was officially
opened on 1 June 2001. It is situated in a former quarry, which
has been rehabilitated as part of the bushland restoration of the
Adelaide Hills Soaring Group flying site environs. The concept for a
South Australian-based gliding museum was first conceived in 1971.
In the thesis it was a more elaborate scheme and was a component
of an integrated soaring centre.
As it was developed by the smallest club in the South Australian
region, with help from glider pilots from other clubs, it is consistent with
the resources available. The display is curated by the South Australian
Gliding History Trust. The building is used as a permanent static gliding
display for visitors, primarily tourists, going to the Monarto area for
its range of attractions, including the wellknown Zoological Park.

Keith Willis from Bordertown Gliding Club at the opening
of the SA Gliding History Trust display at Monarto

Photo: Noel Matthews

 Emilis Prelgauskas, complete with
his OFTTH celebrated his birthday at the
opening of the Monarto Gliding Museum
Photo: Noel Matthews

 Monarto gliding field’s east threshold
 Monarto Gliding Museum adjacent to the
east threshold of the gliding field
Photos: Simon Hackett

Super 18 – A new Nationals Class?
MAURIE BRADNEY

T

he 18m Class has now arrived in international competition.
However, there are not enough 18m gliders in Australia to
make a viable competition class. Even combining them with
the Open or 15m Class, with or without a handicap, does not really
provide a satisfactory competitive environment for this new group.
There are a number of gliders that have a very similar perfor
mance, but are not 18m wingspan to correctly fit in with these new
gliders. These are the Open Class gliders of the mid to late 1970s,
the ASW 17, Nimbus 2 and the like. These are 20.5m wingspan,
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and there are 17, 18 and 19m gliders that would plainly be competi
tive in this group as well.
By allowing the inclusion of these older gliders there could easily
be sufficient numbers to not only make a viable competition group
but to also provide a very interesting comparison of the design shifts
in the 20 or so years between the two groups. Even some of the newer
two-seaters that are clearly off the pace for the current Open Class
could be included in this class.
The Super 18 Class would allow two competitions. A class event
and a League 2 handicapped event. If there are sufficient entries, this
class will be competing in the forthcoming Multi-Class Nationals.
Skysailor • Australian Gliding
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A Wish Fulfilled
ALLAN ASH

Wally Williams was involved in
gliding activities in Western Australia
for some 50 years and was treasurer
of the Gliding Federation of Australia
for 17 years.

S

hortly before he died in 1990, Wally told
me of an event that he claimed was the
highlight of his flying life.
It began one early summer morning with
a telephone call to his home in Perth. The
caller was a doctor at a hospital in the small
country town of Kulin, some 250km southeast of Perth.
The doctor explained that a local man,
dying from cancer, had expressed a wish to
have a soaring flight in a sailplane before he
died. The doctor said he had been told that
Wally was president of the Western Australian
Gliding Association and could arrange for the
patient to have a flight.
Wally readily agreed to make the necessary
arrangements and, when told the patient’s
name, remembered the man as having been,
many years before, a founding member of a
gliding club in Kulin. Wally also remembered
that, for some reason he couldn’t recall, the
club had never reached the stage of doing any
flying before it closed down and disbanded.
The man who was now a patient at the
hospital had been a keen member, with a
strong love of flying, but, with no other flying
or gliding club in the district at that time, had
set aside his ambition to be a pilot and
concentrated on running his farm.
Now, it seemed, suffering a terminal illness
he dearly wanted to fulfil his lifelong desire to
fly, even if only as a passenger. In this small
way, he felt he could satisfy a little of the
great love for flying that had dwelt subdued
in his heart.
Wally Williams fully understood this
deep-felt love because he had shared the same
emotion throughout his own life. But unlike
the dying farmer, Wally had found outlets for
his passion.
He had made his first flight during the
1930s as a young teenager. The aircraft was
8
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a simple primary training glider, towed behind
a car. The flight had lasted less than 10 second,
but to the youthful Wally it had been an
exciting mix of fear and triumph!
A few years later Wally became a member
of the Western Australian Flying Club and
obtained a licence to fly light aeroplanes.
With the outbreak of war in 1939 he joined
the Royal Australian Air Force and was among
the early Australian pilots to fly with the RAF
in Britain. During the subsequent conflict,
Wally flew a Lancaster bomber on many
missions over fortress Europe.
Returning to Australia after the war, Wally
again became involved with flying light aircraft
and sailplanes. He bought a Falke motorglider,
a two-seat sailplane with a small engine up
front and flew it happily over many parts of
Western Australia.
He thrilled to the excitement of this form
of flying that combined powered flight with
the satisfaction of being able to close down
the engine at times and soar for hours as a sail
plane, climbing and wandering about the sky,
suspended by the thermal currents and the
surging forces of wind, cloud and weather.
After speaking with the doctor from the
Kulin hospital, Wally decided that he would
himself take the dying man for a flight.
On the day arranged, Wally flew his Falke
to Kulin airstrip and waited for the ambulance
from the hospital to deliver its patient.
He was shocked when he saw his prospec
tive passenger. Remembering him as a tall,
muscular man, able to fulfil easily all the stren
uous tasks demanded of a farmer, Wally was
saddened to see hobbling towards him, sup
ported by two ambulance men, a shrivelled,
bent invalid, half his former weight and look
ing far older than Wally knew him to be.
With difficulty, and not a little pain, the
sick man was helped into the cockpit of the

aircraft. Turning a pale face to the pilot beside
him, the man said in a weak but excited voice,
“I’m really looking forward to this!”
After a smooth take-off, Wally circled the
small township of Kulin, located a thermal
and closed the throttle of the aircraft’s engine.
In lazy circles, like a soaring bird, the Falke
began to climb. Below them, the brown earth
drew further away as the sailplane gained
height – 4,000ft, 6,000ft and then 8,000ft
under a large, dark-based cumulus cloud.
In the light haze of the afternoon, the earth
and sky merged into a filmy shimmer. Little
surges in the air set the Falke bobbing and
nodding like a dinghy on a rippling lake.
Leaving the cool shadow of the cloud, with
occasional misty shawls drooping below the
main base, they set off across the sparkling
blue lake of air that lapped the edges of the
tall islands of vapour.
Far below, the warm north wind created
rippling patterns in the fields of ripening
wheat, and here and there, where harvesting
had begun, little swirls of dust and stalks rose
in swaying columns. Amongst them, were the
tiny dots of birds, darting and swooping about
to feed on fallen grain.
The man beside Wally had said not a word
since the take-off, but his head moved slowly
from side to side and his eyes were wide in
wonderment at the splendour of the scenery
unfolding below him and the quiet peace that
surrounded them. Two men and a small
aircraft, suspended alone, high in a silent,
sapphire skyscape between heaven and earth.
An hour passed, or was it a hundred? For
the dying man, time had stood still, and yet
had raced through more than four decades of
his life, from eager youth, filled with dreams
and ambitions, through middle age with its
increasing recognition that the dreams were
gradually slipping out of reach, to a weak and
sickly premature old age when all hope of
achieving was gone, and on to an all-too-brief
moment of mental and emotional victory when
his lifelong dream had become a reality.
Eventually, it came to an end and the Falke
returned to the airfield. As he was helped from
the cockpit, the man stumbled to find the
words he needed to express his deep
appreciation. Finally, he broke his long selfimposed silence.
“A flight like that,” he said simply, “has been
my dream for years, and now I have achieved it.
Thank you so very much. You’ll never know what
it has meant to me.”
Wally swallowed a lump in his throat as
he watched the ambulance drive away. Several
weeks later he had another phone call from
the doctor at the Kulin hospital to say
that the patient had died – a happy man.
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THE GLIDING FEDERATION
OF AUSTRALIA
Please note: all prices include GST
Books
A Glider Pilot Bold – Wally Kahn
Aerodynamics for Soaring Pilots – Millicer
Aerotowing Manual
Airways and Radio Procedures – GFA
Basic Gliding Knowledge – GFA

$49.50
$33.00
$22.00
$5.50
$22.00

($16.50 each for 10 copies or more – postage not included)

Basic Sailplane Engineering
Beginning Coaching Level 1
– Australian Coaching Council
Beginning Gliding – Derek Piggott (1st Ed.)
Beginning Gliding – Derek Piggott (2nd Ed.)
Beginning Gliding – Derek Piggott (3rd Ed.)
Better Coaching – Advanced Coaching
Blanik Inspection Plans & Survey Schedule
Blanik Overhaul Manual
Blanik Technical Manual
Cross-Country Soaring – Helmut Reichmann
Flight at Lower Levels
Flying Faster & Further (Part 1)
– Maurie Bradney
Flying Faster and Further (Part 2)
– Maurie Bradney
Flying Sailplanes – Helmut Reichmann
GFA Daily Inspector’s Handbook
GFA Instructor’s Handbook
GFA Manual of Standard Procedures
(Part 3) – Airworthiness
GFA Manual of Standard Procedures
(Part 4) – Sporting
GFA Operations Manual
Glass Fibre Repairs – Slingsby
Gliding – Derek Piggott (7th Edition)
Gliding Safety – Derek Piggott
Great Glider Pilots (Part 2) – Berg
IS29D Maintenance Manual
Limbach Workshop Manual
Meteorology Simplified – AOPA UK
Modern Elementary Gliding – BGA
Nimbus 3/24.5 Maintenance Manual

Ordering

$35.20
$30.25
$49.50
$49.50
$49.50
$35.75
$22.00
$22.00
$22.00
$99.00
$19.25
$16.50
$16.50
$82.50
$13.20
$35.20
$11.00

Pilatus B4 Maintenance Manual
Polish Woodwork Manual
Powered Sailplanes Manual
Practical Wave Flying – Mark Palmer
RF5 Maintenance Manual
Sailplane Aerobatics – Les Horvath
Sporting Coach Manual
Standard Repairs to Gliders – BGA
Stirling Range Wave Camp Manual
The Complete Soaring Guide – Welch
The Modern Soaring Dictionary
– Roake & Phillips
Turnpoints – Gren Seibels
Understanding Gliding –
Derek Piggott (3rd Ed.)
Ventus B Maintenance Manual
Weight and Balance Notes
Winch Launching Manual

$16.50
$16.50
$22.00
$44.00
$19.80
$55.00
$16.50
$16.50
$16.50
$43.45
$11.00
$52.25
$55.00
$11.00
$13.20
$22.00

Videos
Champions of the Wave – NZ Video
Let’s Go Gliding – Lake Keepit Video
The Daily Inspector – Video
Wind-Born – A Journey into Flight
– NZ Video
Zulu Romeo Good Start – Video

$55.00
$30.80
$42.90
$55.00
$38.50

$1.10
$5.50
$3.85
$11.00
$3.85
$3.85
$49.50

Airworthiness Items
Re-issue of C. of A.
Initial Aircraft Registration fee
Change of Ownership fee
(payable by new owner)
Annual inspection (Form 2) fee
Annual Inspection, including 20/30/40
year survey
Total fee for Initial Form 2 inspection &
issue of First C. of A. (Homebuilt & Imports)

$27.50
$44.00
$27.50
$137.00
$302.00
$511.00

(includes Aircraft Registration fee and initial Aircraft Logbook)

Accessories
Aircraft Log Book
BGA Sticker
Bumper Sticker (Glider Pilots do it quietly)
Bumper Sticker (I’d rather be Soaring)
Flight Reference Cards
GFA Bow Tie
GFA Cloth Wings
GFA Drill Badge – Black
GFA Drill Badge – White
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GFA Tie – Blue
GFA Tie – Brown
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GFA Transfer
Glider Pin – Silver
Key Ring – BGA
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Pilot Log Book
Pilot Training Record
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$35.20
$1.10
$4.40
$4.40
$6.60
$8.25
$8.25
$7.15
$7.15
$8.25
$19.25
$19.25
$19.25

GFA Weighing Sheets
(Form W1 and W2)
Individual ADs and ANs
Homebuilders Brochure
“How to form a Gliding Club” leaflet

No Charge
No Charge
No Charge
No Charge

$11.00
$19.25
$22.00
Copying Service
$71.50
Your news sheets, manuals, minutes, etc. – this
$60.50
service is charged at 22 cents per copy plus return
$71.50
postage, using your original. Our machine will copy
$13.20
both sides and automatically collate.
$30.80
If you use the machine yourself the cost will be
$7.15
reduced to 11 cents per copy.
$18.50
$16.50
Information: Prices plus postage. Credit card facilities available (Visa, Bankcard, Mastercard). Order from:

GFA SALES DEPARTMENT
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport, Victoria 3041
Ph: (03) 9379 7411 • Fax: (03) 9379 5519 • Email: Secretary@gfa.org.au
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Leonid Meteor
Shower 2001
PETER ANDERSON

In 1833 a plantation worker in South Carolina,
USA, wrote about events of the previous night:
“I was suddenly awakened by the most distressing cries that ever
fell upon my ears. Shrieks of horror and cries of mercy, could be
heard from most of the negroes of three plantations, amounting in
all to some six or eight hundred. While earnestly and breathlessly
listening for the cause, I heard a faint voice near the door calling
my name. I arose and, taking my sword, stood at the door. At this
moment I heard the same voice still beseeching me to rise, and
saying, ‘O my God, the world is on fire’. I then opened the door,
and it is difficult to say which excited me most – the awfulness
of the scene, or the distressed cries of the negroes. Upwards of one
hundred lay prostrate on the ground, some speechless, and others
uttering the bitterest moans, but with their hands raised, implor
ing God to save the world and them. The scene was truly awful for
never did rain fall much thicker than the meteors fell towards the
earth, east, west, north, and south, it was the same.”

T

he editor of a Georgia newspaper, having
witnessed the same shower, wrote: “A most
remarkable shower of meteors – we know
not what else to call it, occurred this morning.
We saw it about 5 o’clock but learn it was seen
at 2. We never saw anything like it. We were
waked by a neighbour, who had been aroused
in a similar manner by one who supposed that
the World was coming to an end, as the stars
were falling. The whole heavens were lighted
by the falling meteors, as thick and as constant
as the large flakes which usher in a snow storm.
We might say, it snowed meteors…”
These are descriptions of the short sharp
peak of the 1833 Leonid meteor shower, which
was visible from the eastern United States. On
the morning of Monday, 19 November 2001
between 3 and 5am Eastern Australian time
(between 4 and 6am daylight saving time),
Australian observers will get their chance to see
a rich Leonid shower, though it is not likely to
be even close to the fabled 1833 meteor storm
with its estimated 100,000+ meteors per hour.
But where do these meteors come from and
why do we have such occasional rich showers?
I will attempt to explain…
10 Australian Gliding • Skysailor

In its orbit about the sun, the Earth encoun
ters many small fragments which burn up in its
atmosphere as meteors. Since the front or lead
ing side of the earth in its path around the sun
is the side between midnight and midday local
time, more (and faster) meteors are seen in the
hours between midnight and dawn compared
with the period between dusk and midnight
when the meteors would have to catch up with
the Earth to collide with it. (You have more
insect spots on the windscreen of your car than
on the rear window.)
There are two different categories of meteors,
sporadic and shower meteors. The sporadic
ones are not connected with any known shower
and can occur randomly. The shower meteors
are generally connected with a comet or decayed
comet and a regular shower occurs each year
when the orbit of the Earth intersects the orbit
of that body. If the Earth happens to intersect
the orbit near where the head of the comet is
or was, then the shower is likely to be very rich.
Because these shower meteors have a common
orbit, an observer seeing them streaking across
the sky, would be able to plot their paths back
to a single point in the sky called the radiant,
for obvious reasons. The name of the shower

is

This much reproduced illustration of
the 1833 Leonid meteor storm was
actually produced for a publication
towards the end of the 19th century,
well after the event. It nevertheless
gives a good indication of the richness
of the storm and the consternation that
it caused.

derived from the constellation in which this
radiant lies, in this case the constellation of
Leo, making this the Leonids or Leonid Meteor
Shower. (The radiant is within the bowl of the
prominent questionmark-shaped star pattern
also called ‘the Sickle’.)
The parent body of the Leonids is comet
Temple-Tuttle, which has a 33-year orbit around
the sun. Enhanced activity has occurred around
this 33-year cycle dating back at least to the
year 902. The shower now occurs in the period
15-20 November each year and is capable of
reaching a short sharp peak rate of 100,000
meteors per hour for a very brief period of
perhaps 40 minutes. These high rates are called
meteor storms and were seen in recent times
in 1799, 1833, 1866 and 1966. In 1999 the
shower was quite rich also, with a 3,000+ per
hour rate.
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Much work has been done in the last few
years and the behaviour of the shower is now
known with great accuracy. The year 2001
promises to be very good and some predictions
have been made of up to 15,000 meteors per
hour, 50% for a vertical radiant with other
predictions virtually guaranteeing at least 6,000
meteors per hour. The time of maximum in
recent years has not favoured Australia, neither
will 2002 which has a further disadvantage of a
nearly full moon. The year 2001 therefore stands
out as the golden opportunity for Australians.
It is our best chance, because apart from a pos
sible display from another comet in 2022, there
are no meteor storms predicted from the known
meteor streams in the next 50 years or so.
However, as a counter to this hype, though
the expected times of the peaks have not changed,
one researcher at a conference in Sweden in
August 2001 questioned the number of meteors
that would be seen from our area of the world.
If his new theory is correct, the number of
meteors visible from Eastern Asia/Australia
would be greatly reduced and the number
visible from the longitude of the area of the
USA enhanced. Nevertheless, even if correct,
a figure of 2,000 meteors per hour is still
estimated for Eastern Asia/Australia.

Observing the Leonids
The radiant of this shower in the constellation
Leo, typically rises at around 1:30 to 2am local
time (add an hour for daylight saving) and the
light of dawn around 4 to 5am would drown
out the chance of seeing any but the brightest
meteors (called fireballs.) So we have an ‘observ
ing window’ of two to some three-and-a-half
hours where we might see the shower. Naturally
the higher the radiant is in the sky the more
meteors you might expect to see, so the nearer
you are to the 22 degrees north latitude of the
radiant, the better it is. In Australia, this means
the north.
The next question is when to observe.
It would be wise to observe on the day before
and the day after as well since there would
be enhanced activity. However the main effort
should be concentrated on the morning of
19 November. Current predictions indicate two
peaks which will reach Australia at 3:21am and
4:09am Eastern Time and it would be wise to
observe from at least 3 to 4:40am Eastern
Time (again add that hour for daylight saving).
Then there is the question of weather,
which, as we free-flying pilots well know, is
the ‘wild card’. I am going to the Longreach/

Winton/Cloncurry/Mt Isa area which looks
promising, having statistically a greater than
75% chance of clear skies. The further to the
north and west along this run, the better for
a later dawn and a higher radiant. If the skies
are clear on the early morning of 19 November,
virtually all of northern Australia will see it
well and southern Australia less so, because the
‘radiant’ will be lower in the sky, and in the
south-east, dawn will arrive before the peaks.
It is recommended that a clear dark site
with low horizons be selected. Naked eye
observations are probably the best because of
the wide field of vision afforded. Binoculars
could be handy to examine the trails left by
some of the brightest meteors. Photography
would involve a standard or wide angle lens
(preferable), fast film and opening the lens at
least as wide as F2.8 or full aperture and taking
exposures up to several minutes duration.
You will probably only be able to record the
brighter meteors on film.
For people who are lucky enough to observe
this event it will certainly be memorable. If you
would like more information please access my
internet site at [www.uq.net.au/~zzpeande]
and look under ‘Leonids Australia 2001’.

HIGH ADVENTURE
AIRPARK

– more than just a Flight School

•	Offers the New Evolution in Hang Gliding Instruction by Tandem Aerotowing
•	Paragliding Instruction, Adventure Paramotors
•	Microlite Training
•	Aero- & Winch Tow Endorsements
•	On-site Block Training and Accommodation, bring your wife and kids along
•	Some of the Most Scenic and Accessible sites in Australia,
Coastal and Inland

SELL YOUR OWN GEAR ONLINE FREE
[www.highadventure.com.au/skyshop]
We sell online all your hang gliding and paragliding needs at the best prices!
Trade in your old wing for the new at realistic market prices
You will find online full-face helmets from $220, radios from $195,
flight suits from $250, varios, UV stuff bags for paragliders from $60,
4 styles of paragliding harness, a full range of Firebird paragliders,
Fun Floater Demos at unbeatable prices!
And Much More!!

Click onto [www.highadventure.com.au]
or call us Toll free on 1800 063 648
Email: <Leescott@highadventure.com.au>
For all our customers that bought new gliders from us in the last
two years we are conducting a Free Week of Advance flight skills/instruction
on the dates of the 26 November to 30 November 2001
Accommodation and meals are not included BOOK NOW!
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Microlights

Tales from the Dark Side
JOHN REYNOLDSON

Building my lightweight soaring

General dimensions

trike has resulted in a few
unexpected benefits. As well
as occasionally freeing me from

Front view: Kill switch is on
seat frame on RHS of trike

Main gear: Styrofoam-faired
tubing covered with Mylar

the tyranny of the hilltop and tow paddock, I’m continually discovering
that mid-afternoon thermal flying is not the only soaring game in town.
In fact, soaring, or “interesting” flying can be had on days and at times
when most folks probably wouldn’t bother taking the glider out of

Revised engine mount with four Side view: This shows the
captive Lord mounts
original engine mount, since
replaced with Lord mounts
 Steerable nosewheel: A
generous amount of friction in
the joint means it stays in the
direction you point it, even if
you take your feet off the pegs

the shed. Here, to encourage future would-be self-launching soaring
pilots (the Dark Side of hang gliding), are a few examples…
Flying the boundaries
One of the down sides of building your own
machine is the need to test and tune modifica
tions, and usually I like to do this in benign
conditions. Cool, still air is just the ticket.
On 1 July 2000, after dealing all morning
with the BAS and end-of-year financial stuff,
I was feeling pretty deskbound so decided it
was time to test out the re-built redrive on the
Thistledown trike. (The Thistledown is a 30kg
car-bootable trike that fits on my Fun 190).
I’d also re-balanced the prop.
An old hang gliding and triking friend has
a property at Moorooduc on the Mornington
Peninsula. He has a “one way” strip running
downhill to the west, which he uses for both
his two-seater trike and his C180 (which he
uses for skywriting). For a nanolight the strip
is only useable in light winds. There was a very,
very light easterly, but with my wheels I wasn’t
too concerned. It was quite cool and overcast,
and seemed to be hazy.
To cut to the chase, I got the beast running
(the 20-year old Solo 210 is a touch cantanker
ous) and headed skyward. It was a pleasant sur
prise to find the engine running smoothly with
a distinct lack of vibration. The re-engineered
redrive plus prop balancing made the machine
a whole different animal.
By the time I climbed to about 300ft agl
I noticed a curious phenomenon. To the east
I could see for miles, right out over Westernport
bay. However, the west was really hazy. In fact,
just to the west of me, as I got close to it, it was
obvious that the haze formed a wall running from
Frankston north of me, down to near Arthur’s
Seat to the south. Along the wall thin tendrils
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of cloud were gently forming and dissipating.
I headed for the haze wall, and once I was along
side it the interface became really clear cut.
Cruising along the wall just into the forming
wisps of cloud yielded lift, but only very gentle,
and not quite enough that I’d have been confi
dent to cut the engine. (When I did cut it before
landing, I was getting an average of about 100
ft/min down (0.5m/sec) in the haze wall). The
interface was not rough, with only gentle bumps.
I had two flights in the afternoon. The haze
wall moved about one kilometre east over the
period of about an hour. Eventually I was surf
ing the wall directly over Devil Bend reservoir
at about 1,500ft (which also coincided with the
general cloudbase), maintaining height at about
one quarter throttle. The haze wall was encroach
ing on the hills and valleys to the south, and
thin fingers of haze would work their way up
the valleys ahead of the main wall. I wish I’d
had a camera, but the haze was probably a little
too diffuse for a photo to do it justice.
Then, back down to earth, toss the machine
in the station wagon, and off home for home
made stew for dinner.

The early bird gets the worm
Back when I first built the machine, I took
it up to Birchip one weekend while Rohan
Holtkamp was running a cross-country tour.
I particularly wanted to take a look at the new
Atos that Davis Straub was flying at the time.
I arrived a day early and got some thermalling
practice, but the strong wind and lack of a
driver kept me in the environs of the paddock.
The next morning I attended the pilot brief
ing, then headed out to the paddock while the

crew were still loading up. By the time they
arrived, at about 11:30am (daylight savings time)
I was above their heads at 3,000ft with the engine
off, and had been for the last half hour or so. Good
lift starts out earlier than you think, some days!

Other fun
Other memorable experiences with the Thistle
down include soaring the warmth from the
Lysaght Steel works at Hasting for an hour on
a totally cool day last winter, and doing a 40km
out and return (power off) at Locksley one
blue day when they weren’t even bothering
to take the sailplanes out of the hangars.

The down side
Power systems with tiddly motors have their
own dark moments. Engine problems can mean
that your day is fritzed. A worn reduction drive
cut short a very pleasant day’s flying with promis
ing developing cu at the Rutherglen Fly-in this
year. Failure of an exhaust stud blew a day at
Porepunkah. And sometimes the stupidest things
do you in. Set up and ready to go after a long
drive one day, I was unable to get the engine
started and had to go home with flying appetite
unsated only to find in the workshop that the
kill switch was upside down and I’d had the
ignition off! I’ve no idea how it got that way.
Lightweight trikes are awfully vulnerable to
dust devils when parked. I’ve had mine turned
over twice, once breaking the trike nose strut.

To come…
My next self-launched soaring quest is to fly from
Locksley to Jerilderie (162km), power off this
summer. And maybe fly back the next day!
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New Members?
What now?
BELINDA HEAD

Got new members? Help them fit in and they’ll stay.

T

he term ‘relationship marketing’ has
gained considerable currency in the com
mercial world over the past few years, but
can also be highly relevant to community sport.
Big business has embraced relationship market
ing through ‘reward’ schemes – spend money
on your credit card and points accrue for things
such as airline travel.
Smarter smaller businesses are using it more
and more, recognising that developing a rela
tionship with a customer can result in that
customer returning time and again – as long
as the relationship continues to provide a per
ceived superior level of service and product to
the customer.
For community sporting clubs the notion
of relationship marketing is simpler and much
more fundamental.
Responding to an article in the local paper
inviting joggers to have a go at an organised
weekly event, a woman in her 30’s turned out
to participate in the first of a five week season
of cross-country running.
She ran but didn’t return the next week
or any other.
At an unrelated social gathering over
Christmas, she queried whether it was normal
for new runners like herself to feel so alien in
what was in her mind a long-established group.
Old members formed cliques that did not
welcome new members.
To what extent did the club embrace
new members and make them feel welcome?
The message from the woman was that
clubs must go out of their way to make new
members especially welcome.
One strategy is to establish a small group
of members whose job it is to approach new
members, talk to them and do everything with
in their power to ensure those new members
come back again next week – and the week
after that.
Without establishing the most basic of
relationships, too many potential members will
be left feeling out of it. They won’t come back.
Recently a survey was conducted by the
HGFA to determine the reasons why some of
our members had chosen not to renew their
membership/pilot certificate in the last 18
months. Though the reasons varied, one very
important issue became apparent. Not only did
this survey highlight the need for a better sys
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tem for new pilots entering the club scene, but
a member satisfaction survey conducted between
May and June this year clearly illustrated an
attitude amongst many current pilots “that if
a person wants to fly, they will – regardless of
any support or lack thereof within the clubs”.
Now someone has to be wrong, and in
this case the evidence suggests that many new
pilots who are turning away from the sport
are doing so because they have little to no
confidence. This means it is our system that
is letting them down.
To add fuel to the fire, we are competing
in a society that has become very aggressive.
Our competition is every single stakeholder
in the leisure sector. We are competing against
other sporting clubs, other recreational service
providers and of course the adventure market,
all of whom have had a head start on us and
who understand the importance of a sound
clubs’ strategy.
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Dennis Matthews celebrates
60 years of flying
Dennis Matthews in the Southern
Cross Gliding Club’s IS28
Photo: Courtesy Dennis Matthews

He joined the Air Training Corps on its

ANNE ELLIOTT

Hearing on the grapevine that well-known
glider pilot Dennis Matthews was celebrating
60 years of flying last month I decided that
this remarkable achievement should be
recognised and warranted an article in the
Australian Gliding/Skysailor magazine.

D

eciding to get together an article is
one thing – the actual task of getting it
together is another, as I found out when
I approached Dennis. Being the quiet, unas
suming person he is, he couldn’t really see why
I was making such a fuss over the event! How
ever Dennis is also a thorough gentleman and,
instead of telling me ‘to get lost’, succumbed
to weeks of nagging and finally gave me a brief
summary of his distinguished flying career.
Dennis first became interested in flying
at the age of 12 when he constructed his first
rubber-powered flying model plane. It did fly
– but not so well.
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inception in England in 1940. On his 18th
birthday he joined the RAF and had his first
flight, in a Tiger Moth, in October 1941 at
RAF Turnhouse, near Edinburgh whilst in
the Edinburgh University Air Squadron.
This unforgettable and enjoyable experience
was the start of 60 years of flying.
Later on that year, at Booker airfield
Dennis soloed in a Tiger Moth after just seven
hours and 20 minutes of dual training. Booker
airfield, situated just outside of London, was
then just a grass paddock.

From there it was on to more flying train
ing – this time in Oklahoma, USA on Stear
mans and AT6As to Wings level. Dennis
completed his training back in England on
Masters then Hurricanes, and was posted to
number 56 Squadron in October 1943 to fly
Typhoons. For Dennis, D-Day, June 6, 1944,
saw a change to the Spitfire 1X. In July, 1944
the first Tempest Wing was formed, shooting
down the V1 flying bombs (he scored two).
A month later it was back to flying
Typhoons when he was posted to number 197
squadron in Normandy. Dennis stayed with the
Typhoons until he completed his operations tour
after crossing into Germany in February, 1945.
Altogether, Dennis carried out 185 opera
tional sorties, most of which were ground
attacks, dive and low-level bombings, tank and
train busting and hitting everything that moved
on the German side of the bomb line. In
recognition of his outstanding war service he
was subsequently awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross.
Dennis first became involved in the sport
of gliding when he was posted to Germany
with the number 41 squadron flying Spitfire
21s. In October 1971 he wrote an article for
the Southern Cross Journal telling about his
first few flights.

“Two White Gulls”
“In the summer of 1946 it was announced
that our squadron, together with number 91
squadron, was to serve a tour of duty with the
Occupation Forces of Germany at Lübeck.
Lübeck is a quaint old fairytale-type of city
on the shores of the Baltic Sea. Its aerodrome
was just east of town and one mile west of the
Iron Curtain.
On arrival, a tour of inspection of the sta
tion revealed that the end hangar was full of
gliders: about six S38 Zoglings, four Grunaus
and two Kranichs, two winches and a whole
stick of bits and pieces to keep them flying.
The Luftwaffe evidently had used them for ini
tial flying training due to the shortage of petrol.
One of the civilian employees on the station
turned out to be an ex-Heinkel 111 pilot and
gliding instructor, part of whose job it was to
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Gliding
look after the hangar and gliders. He was not
allowed to fly but he was an expert winch driver.
Flying duties finished around 4:30pm and
the control tower was vacated. We had the long
summer evenings to devote to gliding, as it did
not get dark until 10:30pm. If there were no
tasks set on Sundays we also had the aerodrome
to ourselves all day.
A few of the permanent ground staff offi
cers had learned to fly the gliders, but it was
up to the visiting squadrons to organise things.
A pilot of number 91 squadron claimed glider
experience so he was immediately elected OC
– no joining fee, no annual subs, no flying fees,
only a mutual agreement to help with the work
and attend regularly.
It was decided that the pilots would do
eight circuits in the Zoglings – the last two
being spot-landing checks – then three circuits
dual in the Kranich, and then okay to solo on
the Grunau.
The S38 Zogling is a primary glider with
the original ‘see-through-fuselage’, fully vented
‘cockpit’ consisting of a wooden seat and back,
mounted on the keel and nothing at all in front
of you. A wooden footrest pivoted in the centre
also served as the rudder bar. The ‘stick’ was a
piece of one-and-a-half inch square spruce round
ed at the top to form a grip. A short lever under
the seat was the cable release. Instruments were
nil – except for the seat of your pants.
I can vividly remember my first flight.
I climbed up onto the seat, thinking how slip
pery it was, then the aircraft adopted an acute
nose-down attitude so it was decided I needed
negative ballast. A seven-pound hunk of lead
was bolted on to the strut in front of the tail
plane, thus a normal attitude was obtained.
The briefing went like this: Pull your straps
on tight (it is difficult to climb back on the seat
if you slip off). Stir the stick to check full con
trol, check for full rudder. Let it fly itself off,
then gently let the stick come back on the climb
and it will go up like a kite on a string. When
the winch appears between your heels, pull the
plug, 180 degrees left turn and head downwind
until until over the fence, turn into wind and
zig-zag to lose height. The landing is easy, just
the same as a dead stick landing in a Tiger Moth.
Right, off you go. “Wait a minute, how do
I know what speed to fly?” “Nothing to it, you
can tell your speed by the way the wires vibrate.
If they go twang, twang, you are too slow; zing,
zing, zing, you are too fast; and me, me, me is just
about right.”
The launch is quite smooth. I try a dab on
the left rudder, then kick it straight, not a bad
response. I rock the wings – a bit sluggish, but
the ailerons work okay. The winch appears
between my feet, I release and bank to port,
apply rudder, more rudder, full rudder. At last
the horizon starts to swing round. Gee! This
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thing turns like an Anson on full flap with one
fan stopped. Ah, downwind, now, straighten
up, check the wings are level, okay, but what
do you line up with in front? My toes are too
low to use as a reference point with the horizon
– now I know how a bird feels, nothing up
front but its beak. Then I remember: listen for
the wires. Zing? No! Twang? No! Why hadn’t
I learnt to play the piano. Sshusssh, heavens we
are going downhill like a brick. Must be going
too fast. Pull back on the stick – it won’t come
back. God, it’s hard against the seat! We’re fully
stalled! Quick, ram the stick forward or the
next thing you hear will be the angels playing
the harp! I finally struck middle C at 200ft
going downwind like a bat; a split A turn; then
it sat down on the grass like a pelican skidding
to a stop on a lake. Phew! That was great. Let’s
do it again!
In the log-book: flight number one, dura
tion 45 seconds. Yes, we used a stop-watch for
log-keeping; anyhow it was more than the
Wright Brothers got on their first flight.
On subsequent flights I managed to stay air
borne up to one minute 55 seconds. One of the
boys claimed he could bet a 1,000ft launch on
the Zogling so to settle the bet I stuffed an alti
meter inside my battledress and on release, pulled
it out, gave it two quick taps on top of the stick
and saw that it read 800ft then put it back in
my battledress. From then on he kept quiet!
Flights number seven and eight were the
spot-landing checks with a maximum error of
10 yards from the blue flat laid out on the grass.
On both these flights I finished up with the
flag between the wing and the tailplane.
Then followed three most enjoyable dual
circuits in the Kranich. It was a two-seat tan
dem with a shoulder gull wing, big, heavy and
cumbersome compared with today’s standard.
The two-wheeled dolly had been permanently
bolted to the keel for ease of ground handling.
At last I was let loose on the Grunau, a real
fun machine. Our version had an open cockpit
with only a windscreen in front so, being on
the tall side, my head was just in front of the
wing’s leading edge. On my first landing I flared
out quite nicely and was holding off just right
when I felt my hair starting to lift and on the
point of stall it was standing straight up, due
to the slip-stream at the large angle of attack.
After a little practice we developed a type of
launch which could be described as combina
tion winch and catapult. Most evenings there
was little wind and 700ft was the usual height
obtained. But by applying full throttle to the
winch all the way, the speed built up and up
70-80mph (there were no placards in the
machines) and then when you were being
wound back down towards the winch with
greater loss of height than build up in speed,
you gave a quick jerk forward on the stick. This

relieved the tension on the cable a little and
warned the winch driver that you were about to
release. He then throttled back to avoid
overrun. The resulting release gave a whiplash
effect and you zoomed up to minimum sink
speed and reached about 1,100ft. Fortunately
we had a good strong multi-strand cable and
there were few breaks. The longest flight I had
was 10 minutes 45 seconds.
We anxiously awaited each Sunday in the
hopes of thermal activity, but unfortunately
I had to return to England for two weeks for
the only Sundays when it was on and the ‘C’
certificate was easily obtained by most pilots.
Some of our ground crew joined in the fun
and were instructed on the Zoglings, Luftwaffe
style. The flight sergeant rigger was coerced
into having a go (he was the only one who
knew the correct way to splice the cable).
The initial training consisted of facing the
glider into the wind and balancing it on the
skid with aileron control until it became an
automatic reaction. Then the cable was hooked
on and the glider dragged towards the winch.
After a few goes the speed was gradually
increased until it became airborne and then,
slowing down, it settled back on the grass. This
process was extended with each flight until a
release at about 100ft with a landing straight
ahead. Then up to 300ft, a gentle turn to the
left and back again into wind and land. This
was further extended and eventually a circuit
was made. One white gull in the bag! The boys
must have been very keen as we had no trans
port other than a Jeep to retrieve the rope, so
the gliders had to be dragged back on the dolly
for three-quarters of a mile to the launch point
after each flight. By this method you virtually
taught yourself to fly.
The Jeep used to retrieve the cable was
hired from the transport section at six pence
per mile on the clock, but after the first retrieve
with a shilling on the meter a bright boy sug
gested we drive up to the winch in forward gear
and then reverse back to the launch point. So,
with 30 flights in the log, the clock only showed
four miles – two miles to tow out the winch
and two more to return it to the hangar. We
tried reversing it with the winch on but this
took too long.
Now for the subject of hangar flights – a
means of concluding the evening’s sport with
the minimum amount of physical effort.
The maximum error allowed for the
Kranich was 20 yards from the hangar doors
– it was no effort to land on the tarmac with
the twin-wheeled dolly. The Zoglings and
Grunaus had to come to rest with the wing
on the tarmac as close as possible to the doors.
If you missed out it cost a bottle of beer a head
to help put the glider away.
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Dennis Matthews celebrates 60 years of flying
All this was a most pleasant way of spend
ing our free time. We had nothing else to do
anyhow except play poker as non-fraternisation
was strictly enforced at that time.
Eventually I reluctantly said farewell to
gliding and returned to England with the grand
total of two hours 24 minutes in the logbook
from 38 flights. No skin lost, no prangs, no
penalties, no groundings, no instructors’ panels,
no safety records to worry about. It was under
stood by everybody, quite simply, that if you
consistently broke the rules you must write
yourself off in the end; it did not matter about
the gliders, there were plenty more in the han
gar. This was the general unwritten law of most
fighter squadrons.
Some time later I received my FAI cer
tificate from the British Empire Royal Aero
Club, signed by Lord Brabazon of Tara,
President, together with a blue badge with
two white gulls. I wear it with pride and many
happy memories.”

Many years passed, then it was on to
Australia. A chance meeting with Roger Woods
in 1968 led Dennis to the Southern Cross
Gliding Club where he was able to once more
enjoy the sport of gliding.
In 1972 he completed an instructors’
course and his two sons, Paul and Peter joined
the club. Two years later Dennis, Paul, and
Barry Wrenford formed a syndicate and bought
Paul Mander’s 19m Kestrel 70.
From 1972 to 1980 he flew in the NSW
State Gliding Competitions and was joint
Competition Director with Bob Hall in several
of them. During that time Dennis became a
senior instructor and for three years, from 1977,
held the position of Chief Flying Instructor
with the Southern Cross Gliding Club. In the
following years he staffed at NSW State instruc
tors’ courses and organised several Sydney
regional courses. From 1985 to 1990 he flew
in the National Sports Class competitions.

Beyond the Flying
We ‘go gliding’ in the
first place for the personal
flying. Where that is the
only reason however, I’ve
seen pilots progressively
drift into less regular or
infrequent flying, and
then drop out of the
sport. ‘Don’t want to fly if
it’s only circuits’ becomes
‘done the flying and
bought the T-shirt’.
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P

ilots who choose their flying days to be
together with like-minded people opti
mise not only the enjoyment, but also
seem to more often get the good flying because
they are out there and ready to go when the
conditions do convect contrary to forecast.
And in small part because the past circuits
give the skill to use the conditions that become
available to their optimum. Days chosen at the
club for support tasks rather than for personal
flying can also increase personal flying overall.
It seems to be easier to get a crew later on, and
the gear is ready to use when needed. In more
recent times it seems, however, to be increas
ingly difficult for clubs to include all glider
pilots in the club’s support tasks. The prolifer
ation of rules, regulations, entry point require
ments, restrictions issued from on high seem
more suited to enforcing professional support
in gliding activities rather than permitting
everyone to have access and be involved, even
at a minor level.
The communal aspects of gliding add to
the essential sense of fun in the sport. With

Other positions held by Dennis include
those of assistant RTO with Bob Hall from
1986 to 1990, NGS examiner from 1989
to 1992 and NGS until 1996.
Proof of his commitment to foster the sport
of gliding is the fact that he has flown and
instructed at Camden every Wednesday
for the last 10 years, weather permitting and
when not on holidays.
Dennis’ logbook is impressive, to say the
least. He has logged 3,600 hours of gliding and
over 2,000 hours of power flying – and has
enjoyed every minute. A total of 36 types of
gliders are shown, from the S38 Zogling to the
ASH25 and Stemme, and over 20 types of
powered aircraft. He missed out on flying jets,
but was lucky enough to have had sessions on
the C130 and 747 simulator at Mascot.
When the time comes to say ‘enough is
enough’ and he hangs up his ‘flying suit’, Dennis
will turn to the numerous radio-controlled
model gliders he has built over the years and
enjoy a different type of ‘flying’. Hopefully,
this won’t happen for many years to come.
Congratulations Dennis on 60 memorable
years of flying.

EMILIS PRELGAUSKAS

the emphasis placed on the seriousness of
previously joint tasks such as winch driving,
glider ground handling, other things we can
do together need to be found.
Some clubs have social activities both at
the club and away such as après aviation meals,
flying camps in tourist locations and commem
orative dinners. Some clubs offer assembly
venues for members to go together to experi
ence other fun things. Film nights, social
outings to risk activities like go-karting and
rock climbing appeal to some. Some clubs
broaden the things they do beyond the coreflying at the airfield, such as workshop and
clubroom activities including history projects
both at artefact and literature levels – mixed
in with inevitable coffee breaks and banter.
The result is that the reasons and attractions
for being at the airfield are broadened. Where
the day can be split amongst doing various
interesting things to suit the weather, the
personal energy, and mood of the day’s crew,
pilots get away from focussing on just ‘is the
weather good enough for my flying’.
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In the Circuit

Local News

Orana Soaring Club
The annual general meeting of the Narromine-based
Orana Soaring Club saw the re-election of Michael
Doyle as President and maintenance officer. Senior
Vice-President is Arnie Hartley, who once again also
took on the role of tugmaster, Keith Dixon is Junior
Vice-President and equipment officer. The club’s
finances are again in the capable hands of treasurer
Ken McAnally, who is also the CFI, and Anne Elliott
was re-elected secretary and publicity officer.
The position of social secretary was again
accepted by Beryl Hartley, much to the relief
of all! Beryl has also carried out an enormous
amount of work in organising the fitting-out
of the club’s new clubhouse, which is part of
Narromine’s Aviation Museum complex. While the
museum is not expected to be completed
for some time, the good news is that the clubhouse
should be ready for next month’s New South Wales
Gliding Championships and the
FAI Nationals in January, both of which are being
held in Narromine.
Anne Elliott

Lake Keepit
The annual Keepit Safari is on again and will depart
Lake Keepit for Narromine on Saturday, 17
November 2001. From Narromine the group will
travel to Temora then Milawa where a rest day has
been declared.
Co-incidentally, Milawa airstrip is on the
site of Brown Brothers Winery, 30km east of
Wangaratta. On Wednesday it will be off to Temora
then to Haddon Rig, for another rest day. The safari
will end with a flight from Haddon Rig to Lake Keepit
on Saturday, 24 November 2001.
Ian Barraclough

Gliding Club of Western Australia
Congratulations to Kevin Saunders who has been
granted Life Membership of the Gliding Club of
Western Australia. Kevin started his gliding career in
England and continued his involvement when he
came to live in Australia
in 1969.
After 32 years in the club Kevin is still very
active in his chosen sport. During this time
he has held the positions of President, VicePresident, Secretary, Log Keeper and CFI.
He is currently the State RTO Ops, a C of A
Inspector; Tugmaster, Flying Instructor Level
3, and examiner for tug pilot endorsements
in Western Australia. Kevin also took out the
standard class section of the WAGA State Gliding
Championships in 1990 and 1993, and was one of
the GCWA pilots who won the team trophy in 1996.
Rod Carter and Ray Baird
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Southern Cross Gliding Club
The annual general meeting of the Southern Cross
Gliding Club resulted in the re-election
of Michael Bow as club President. Elected
as Vice-President was Derek Ruddock. Peter
Chapman again took on the role of Secretary, and
Robert Nutman that of Treasurer. The
club’s CFI is Clive Potter and the Tugmaster
is John Dall.
Other positions were taken up by Jason
Armistead – Membership Secretary; David Callahan
– Ground Equipment Officer; Bill
Nixon – Operations Officer; Peter Chegwidden
– Aircraft Maintenance Officer; Don Palmer
– Expeditions Officer; and Woody Woodthorpe
– Club Journal Editor. Committee members are Sally
McCosker, Richard Shemtob, Enzo Smith, Frank
Crowe, Cecile Rickard and David Boulter.

Eric Sweet re-elected
President of New South Wales Gliding
Association
The annual general meeting of the New South Wales
Gliding Association resulted in the election of the
following:
President: Eric Sweet, 9/20 Rocklands Road,
Wollstonecraft, NSW 2065; ph: (02) 9957 2372, fax:
(02) 9957 2372, mob: 0419 612 641, email:
<eajsweet@ozemail.com.au>.
Vice-President: Aaron Stroop, Unit 59/228 Sussex
Street, Sydney, NSW 2000; ph: (02) 9264 1526, mob:
0414 773 601, email: <kgateley@pnc.com.au>.
Secretary: Kerrie Claffey, 84 Moons Avenue,
Lugarno, NSW 2210; ph: (02) 9533 2149, email:
<tomkap@bigpond.com>.
Treasurer: Ken McAnally, PO Box 261, Narromine,
NSW 2821; ph: (02) 6889 3169 (h), (02) 6889 3155 (w),
fax: (02) 6889 3159, email: <kenmc1@bigpond.com>.
RTOs/Airworthiness: West – Keith Hayden, 127
Minore Street, Narromine, NSW 2821; ph: (02) 6889
1770. Central/South – Len Diekman, PO Box 411,
Gordon, NSW 2072; 14 Fitzroy Street, Killara, NSW
2071; ph: (02) 9499 3600, fax: (02) 9499 3855,
mob: 0401 713 610, email: <ljd@ihug.com.au>.
Hunter/Gulgong – Andy Wall, email: <andrew.
wall@defence.gov.au>.
RTOs/Operations: North – Jim Stanley, PO Box 152,
South Tamworth, NSW 2340; ph: (02) 6769 7514,
fax: (02) 6769 7640, email: <keepitsoaring
@bigpond.com>. Central – Glenn McLean, 24
Golden Grove, Bligh Park, South Windsor, NSW 2756;
ph: (02) 4572 5691 (h), mob: 0409 725 691, email:
<gmac@zeta.org.au>. South – Roger Browne
SQNLDR (AIRTC) R.L. Browne; ph:
(02) 6922 7526 (h), fax: (02) 6922 7521, email:
<rogerbro@ozemail.com.au>.
RTOs/Sports: John White, email: <jwhite@
dynamite.com.au>.
Airfields & Airspace: Eric Sweet, 9/20 Rocklands
Road, Wollstonecraft, NSW 2065; ph: (02) 9957
2372, fax: (02) 9957 2372, mob: 0419 612 641,
email: <eajsweet@ozemail.com.au>.

Development Officer:
Geoff Bott, 54 Bellevue
Road, Faulconbridge
NSW 2766; ph: (02)
4751 9160, fax: (02)
4751 7511, email:
<geoff99@ozemail.com.au>.

Overseas News
S8 turbo in the pipeline
An LS8 turbo is in the pipeline and will be available
early next year.
While the self-launching LS9 is now in full
production, a new racing class LS10 is in the
pipeline, with the computer-milled wing moulds [cut
by Striefenender] having just arrived at the LS
factory. A prototype is expected to be flying this
(European) spring. The LS10 has the 15/18 option
and will have a new plan form with a smaller inner
panel similar to the Ventus 2.
With a slightly modified wing plus computercut wing section, the LS10 is anticipated
to be extremely competitive against any
of the current performers in Racing and
18 Metre Classes.

ph: 03 9754 7211
fax: 03 9752 5002

Tasman Instruments
Variometer for Sports
Aviation

V1000 Vario
•

 o flask- simple to install 2.25”
N
•	Digital audio LCD display variometer
with average display
•	Digital differentiation for precise response
•	Variable response speed
•	Inbuilt speaker
•	Low power consumption
• Voltmeter display
•	Repeat display for two seat installation
available
The V1000 is now offered in Australia.
Special introductory price of AU$650.00.
Direct from Tasman Instruments.

www.tasmaninstruments.com.au
Email:
info@tasmaninstruments.com.au
Malcolm Crampton
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Microlights

Electrikery:

Electricity and your Trike – Part 5
More about
Cables and
Antennas

 Outer Jacket
 Outer Conductor (Shield)

 Inner (Active) Conducto
 Dielectric

NED McINTOSH

We met our trike radio antenna and coaxial

Coaxial cable construction (typical)

cable in the last article (July issue), now let’s
learn about how to keep them working well.

O

ur little quarter-wave vertical antenna
is one of the most common high-band
VHF antennas in use. Adding a small
piece of wire from the mounting (clipped to
the reflex-bridle) serves to improve the groundplane and increase the radiation efficiency of
the antenna. This can be done by using an
alligator-clip, permitting easy disconnection
when de-rigging the wing.
Ideally the antenna should stick straight
up. A bend of less than 45 degrees doesn’t make
much difference but once the bend is larger
then the antenna isn’t working efficiently and
you should straighten it out again. Keeping the
antenna straight helps maximise the radiation
pattern in the horizontal direction.
Now what about the cable? Coaxial cable
has the vital task of connecting your radio to
the antenna. Why wouldn’t speaker-wire do
just as well? The above diagram shows the
principal parts: the inner (active) conductor,
the outer conductor (the shield or ground),
the insulation between them (the dielectric)
and the outer jacket or sheath which provides
waterproofing. The dielectric absorbs some
of the radio energy as it travels along the cable.
In fact, with two conductors separated by
an insulator we have a capacitor which stores
electrical energy. As the dielectric absorbs
energy, it reduces the speed at which the energy
travels along the cable. Most of it goes to the
antenna but some is lost in charging the capa
citance of the cable. The longer (and thinner)
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the cable, the greater the loss. If we used
speaker-wire, both wires would radiate because
it doesn’t have the coaxial structure which traps
the energy. This would be even more lousy! As
it is, the energy stored in the dielectric warms it
up ever so slightly. (Very high power in a thin
coaxial cable can and will melt the dielectric!).
Typically, the energy travels at two thirds
of the free-space velocity – we say the cable
has a velocity-factor of 0.66. A Teflon dielectric
results in a velocity-factor of about 0.8 and
if air is used then the velocity-factor is about
0.95. The higher the velocity-factor the smaller
the loss in the cable. However, low-loss coaxial
cables are expensive. Air-spaced cables are used
for very high-power applications such as trans
mitters at your local broadcast and TV stations.
They use aluminium tubing with bullet-shaped
joiners for the centre-conductor, cable-clamps
for the outer conductor joints and disks of teflon
with holes punched in them to act as separators.
Velocity-factor has another implication as
well. Remember we calculated the wavelength
of our local CTAF frequency as 2.37 metres.
That’s the wavelength in free space, but in a
cable with a velocity factor of 0.66 that reduces
to a distance of 1.56 metres. That means that
every 1.56m of cable contains a complete
wavelength (two half-cycles) of radio energy
at 126.7Mhz. Change the frequency and the
length changes proportionally.
What’s the point? Well, to really get an
antenna working well it is advisable to have
the cable between it and the transmitter equal

to a multiple of half-wavelengths at the
frequency of operation. By so doing, the
impedance at each end will be “seen” by the
opposite end as if there were no cable between
them, i.e. the antenna appears to be directly
connected to the transceiver. What does this
mean? Very efficient transfer of transmitter
power to the antenna, and similarly with the
received signal back to the receiver section
of the radio.
All this is fine if you are operating on a
single specified frequency, such as a broadcast
station. In aviation we switch frequencies quite
a bit. If we trim our coaxial cable to be an exact
number of half wavelengths for one frequency
it won’t be that for another frequency. We have
to compromise. However, we can choose our
most commonly-used one and tune both the
antenna to it as well as trimming the coaxial
cable to be an exact number of half-wave
lengths at that particular frequency. The error
on nearby frequencies will be so small that it
can be ignored.
Why would we bother with this anyway?
You ran the cable supplied with your antenna,
cable-tied it to the trike mast and your radio
works fine. I have to admit, this is for perfec
tionists only. If you want a Rolls-Royce radio
this is worth considering. If you’re happy with
your current setup, don’t change it!
So, treat that skinny radio hose and the
wire stick it’s attached to with care, it’s a
little more complex than at first appears.
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Paragliding

Malaysian Paramotoring Tour 2001

– Part 3

Approaching the Twin Towers and the Telecom Tower

EWAN McCABE

Day 10, 17 February — Putrajaya/Kuala Lumpur
We had a 6am wake up call for a 7am transfer to Putrajaya, the new
Malaysian seat of government. We arrived at a soccer stadium, attached
to a large college, where we got the gear sorted out and pissed around
fuelling up 20 paramotors from a single eye-dropper (slight exaggeration).
It turned out that we were just one of the attractions on the list for
the day. There was some sort of college celebration taking place, which
meant that we were to be flying in front of by far and away our biggest
audience so far. It’s a good way to get a crowd up; just ask a group of
students whether they’d rather go to lessons as usual, or watch some
loonies attempt to hurt themselves and wreck their expensive gear?
You’re guaranteed a big crowd every time.
Sloth and I were standing around trying to look dead confident, but
secretly fearing the worst. As Sloth and I had suspected, there wasn’t even
a squirrel’s fart of wind. Bugger. My ageing DHV2/3 wing was proving
a mega pain in the derrière to forward launch in humid conditions.
A few brave people attempted to launch with mixed results, mostly
negative (even from some of the good guys). Rob ran half the length of
the footy pitch before getting airborne. Jay, 17 years old, took off in about
five steps – Symphony plus DK GT combination, ideal for a 70kg pilot.
We’d been lining our gear up on the running track around the edge
of the soccer pitch, waiting for a clear launch run. My turn came, but
my canopy either came up pissed or didn’t come all the way over. It was
warming up now and I was almost buggered, plus our window would
close soon as the rest of the day’s festivities took over the oval. Okay, here
we go, this time we’re going for it. Wing above me, Sloth gives me two
thumbs up, power-on, concentrate on speed, start getting airborne,
approaching small trees, aim for gap, fully airborne, trees cleared,
buildings up ahead, aim down the road between the lines of houses, wave
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PHOTOS: COURTESY OF SLOTH
to workmen on the roof, over the lake at about 100ft, start to breathe,
heart rate starts to drop, climb out and relax. Apparently, I got the largest
round of applause of the day. Yes, everyone likes a trier.
I flew around for a while on 6,000rpm, just to see how long I’d get
on five litres of fuel, simulating the gradual climb out we’d have to do
later on in the day from take-off to the Twin Towers at 2,000ft ato. I did
a few laps of the Mega House of Parliament, the adjoining Mosque and
the new city of town houses and skyscrapers (all built exclusively for the
use of government employees), just taking in the views and sharing the
sky with a few other paramotors.
Coming in to land, I left the engine on tick-over, just in case some
one took off as I was coming in. Right on queue at 50ft agl, a glider
inflated in front of me, so I powered on and went around again. This
time landing was uneventful.
It turned out that Sloth had been unable to get up and Sir Rupert
had slipped and smashed the prop and cage on his F4. More news was
the model aircraft guys had been doing their aircraft and helicopter flying
display whilst we had been doing ours.
We watched Col Basir come in on tick-over, with a long webbing
strap dangling from his paramotor. When he was about 10ft above the
soccer pitch, one of the young ground crew ran alongside and, James
Bond style, grabbed hold of the strap and the pair of them flew off into
the distance. On closer inspection he was actually wearing a rockclimbing
harness and had clipped himself on, but it was impressive none-the-less.
He flew off, apparently just holding on with one hand; he’d probably
have lit up a ciggie if he’d remembered to take one. The pair flew off over
the lake, around the PM’s new house and the massive mosque that we’d
started calling his garden shed (it was suggested by some that it would
contain: a rusting greasy BBQ, old pots of paint and a wheelbarrow with

Skysailor • Australian Gliding 19

Paragliding

Twin Towers as seen from the Telecom Tower

a flat tyre). The dynamic duo now came in on their approach, just scrap
ing the tree tops. Monkey boy touched down, started running, unclipped
himself and took a deserved bow. He then ponced a fag and had a smoke.
Game over, time to put the toys away and head back to K.L. for a
couple of hours before the main event. We went back to the hotel sans
motors, which were to be trucked to the take-off field. We checked our
insurance policies at the hotel, hung around and then got bussed out to
the launch site.
The take-off was three grassy (and soggy in places) rugby pitches sideby-side. Not too bad, but as usual no wind, and what wind there was,
was swirling through 180 degrees. The truck load of motors arrived and
it was discovered that the precious cargo of flying machines was soaking
wet. This was despite a tarp having been thrown over them, probably as
an afterthought. When the rain started the Malaysians had probably
initially thought, “Bugger it, we can’t be arsed to pull over and put on the
tarp.” Then they probably remembered that a couple of the Poms and
the Ruskies were rather large and looked capable of doing a fair bit of
damage if angered. Now, mild mannered John Kemp falls into the above
category and was far from impressed when he saw the pool of water
sitting on the seat of his paramotor – where his arse would be shortly.
Also, the carby intake of the Baily Motor faces the sky, so there was a fair
chance that it had sucked in some rain. John voiced his displeasure to the
appropriate people, in a very controlled manner, but nobody gave a shit.
Anyway, usual story – 6,000,000 paramotors and a single eyedropper
to fuel them with. This was starting to get on everyone’s pecs by now.
We could hear thunder and large black clouds blocked our view of the
Twin Towers. The rain came on, so we stuck our motors under the cover
provided by the nearby rugby changing rooms and dunnies. We were
rather disturbed to find that there was no facility to flush the toilets; each
cubicle had just a normal tap, attached to a long piece of thick plastic
tubing… I wouldn’t have fancied sheltering from the rain there at night.
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We had from 5 to 5:45pm in which to take off, in order to comply
with the flight clearance that Basir had obtained. Plus we had to get
down by 6:30pm, as it would be dark by then. The rain had reduced
to an occasional fine drizzle. There were still black thunder clouds around
that we could see (and hear) but the Twin Towers were now faintly visible
through 15km of damp evening air. Sloth and I lined up our paramotors
so that if the worst came to the worst, we’d have the width of three rugby
pitches for our take off run.
Basir took off bang on 5pm and climbed out. John took off, climbed
out, flew around and came in to land, saying that the conditions were
unsafe. Guy Dufour didn’t even take off, declaring that, “He was a pro
fessional and he was not going to fly.” Olivier echoed this sentiment. As
Olivier had been planning on doing a tandem flight with Andy on Basir’s
F4 (the only working F4 now left in Malaysia) this meant that it was now
potentially “Game On” for Rupert. It was an easy job for someone of
Rupert’s skills (he rakes through skips for knackered old furniture and
sells it on as antiques) to blag the use of the F4 for this flight to the Twin
Towers. Ten minutes later, Rupert was lining up alongside Sloth and I
– another man up for a long run, if the need arose.
The skies were now very dark, with distant thunderclaps and rain
falling all around us. However, Rupert and I weren’t going to let a pissy
little thunderstorm spoil our fun. So we went for it. We tried and tried
and tried, but the usual story, we couldn’t get airborne. If the wing did
come up straight, then the resulting run was producing no lift from the
wing. And yes, we both ran the complete length of the take-off field once
each – they were talking about minting a special medal for the occasion.
Sloth got assistance from Jay and Mr Adventure to get airborne. He
looked almost embarrassed as he sailed passed the sweating wrecks that
were Rupert and I and climbed out for his assault on the now invisible
Twin Towers.
Just as I was considering giving up – forever – Olivier came to my
rescue and offered me his Elle wing and Adventure harness. I was pretty
stoked by this selfless act. I got myself sorted out with the new gear in
record time, as we only had another 10 minutes left for take off clearance,
and strapped in with the glider laid out behind me. With the motor tick
ing over, I started to walk backwards towards the wing in order to give
it a big yahoo. Olivier signalled and motioned that all I should do is take
up the tension and then lean forward to get the wing up. “What does he
know?”, I thought, but as it was all his gear I did what he said, just to
humour him. With light tension on the lines, I leant forward and within
two steps the wing was up. I powered on and within 10 more steps I was
away. “Bugger my butt cheeks, I’ve got to get one of these Elle wings,” I thought.
I climbed out slowly as I circled the take-off field. “Next stop the
Towers”, I thought. But the climb out just wasn’t happening. After two
circuits of the field at full power, it dawned on me that something wasn’t
right. I played with the Elle’s trim tabs and my seat position and tried dif
ferent combinations of brake and trim. I was looking for something that
wasn’t as it should be. It was then I noticed that the motor unit was angled
ever so slightly down, effectively pushing me towards the ground. I did
another couple of laps at full power, gaining no more height, and decided
to call it a day. On landing I explained to Olivier what the problem had
been. He then told me that for take off he has the harness shoulder straps
very tight, so the Adventure motor doesn’t hang too low and flap about.
Once airborne, he slackens off the shoulder straps with a couple of quick
release buckles. He said that I should try again. My mind ticked over.
“New wing, new (complicated) harness, flying for the first time over a city of
four million people… Nah.” I bottled it. Anyway, by now the take-off
window was firmly shut and the Malaysian ground crew were getting
the remaining pilots to pack up and get back on the bus to K.L.
There was a light drizzle as Rupert and
I both packed up. We were spewing. We consoled ourselves with the fact
that at least three of the most experienced pilots (anywhere) – John, Guy
and Olivier – had decided it was too risky to fly. Plus there were half a
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Returning to the landing field. Note the big flag pole

dozen others like us who’d tried and failed to
get airborne.
Rupert called me over to see Basir’s F4,
which Guy and Oliver were now examining.
The top pulley bearing was so shot that the prop
had been scuffing against the engine casing and
the belt had jumped two grooves on the top
pulley. I can’t speak French that well, but I
believe that this was about the worst state that
they’d ever seen a flying Adventure motor in.
On the bus taking the no-flies back to
the K.L. landing site, I sat beside Rupert
staring out of the window. We were both shellshocked. I said, “It’s like waking up on Christmas
morning, finding no presents and then being told
that Santa hadn’t been and that he might come
next year, but there was no guarantee.” I arranged
with Olivier that he would get me a second
hand Elle from Belgium at a good price; he also
suggested that I should get an F4 Cage and
prop, as the F3 was not powerful enough for
my weight in these conditions. Rupert’s mental
anguish may even have been greater than mine,
as his UK two-metre radio was picking-up
what the flying pilots were saying; things like,
“I’m just going around the Towers again for
a sixth time,” and, “You go round again and
I’ll get your photo as you come through between
the Towers”.
The bus ride did have a good point,
though. The Russian we had christened
“Ivan Mad Eyes” (no explanation required
there really) told us of how he’d taught himself
to paraglide by getting towed up on a rope tied
to the back of his dad’s car (no weak link, etc).
Apparently one of the tows did end up with
him discovering what “lock-out” was first hand,
with him crashing and being unconscious for
a fair while and in hospital even longer. And
so it was in such a fashion that his empirical
learning continued. The occupants of the bus
were now hanging on to his every word, as he
went on to describe further bone-crunching
November 2001

incidents in his very eventful process of
teaching himself to paraglide and then teaching
himself to paramotor. We soon began to realise
that it wasn’t just his eyes that were mad.
By the time we got to K.L., I had just
about regained the ability to smile – if I really
tried. At the landing field we discovered an
understandably happy bunch of campers, with
no real problems encountered, except for a
bit of turbulence for those brave souls going
between the Towers lower down. Jay was
grinning from ear-to-ear, understandably so
– not a bad effort for the 17-year-old. Again
Sloth was almost embarrassed about being able
to do the flight and said that, “it wasn’t much
really and it should have been me, as he’d only
come on the trip to keep me company.”
About this time, I heard a rumour and
double-checked it before I got too excited.
The original scheduled time for the Twin
Tower’s flight had been Sunday morning and
I had just assumed that it had been brought
forward to Saturday afternoon. But no, Sunday
was still on as originally planned! Today’s flight
had been a bonus, thrown in just in case the
weather on Sunday morning was unsuitable.
I’d been given a second bite at the cherry!
I didn’t go out on the piss that evening
with the lads, for two reasons: one, I didn’t
feel like I’d earned my wings, and two, I
wanted a clear head and a fully functioning
body for tomorrow. So I got an early night,
made sure I was hydrated and that the
Adventure battery was fully charged.
Tomorrow would be do-or-die…
Sub-ed note: Tune in next month for the final install
ment of Ewan’s Malaysian paramotoring adventure!
Some highlights are: A tossing Russian saves the day.
A certain pilot proves he is “no girlie”. Sloth reveals his
party tricks… some of which may or may not involve
animals encountered during a night on the piss in K.L.
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Tango Tango Whisky ‘Rolling’
LY D I A M E R R I L L

Watching a group of about 25 glider enthusiasts
waiting for these words was a sight to behold.

I

t was my first trip to Gloucester and my first experience of a ‘gliding
camp’. We arrived on a Saturday afternoon to find wind raging across
the strip. Peter Rundle apparently had spent the afternoon rigging his
K6, hoping that the wind would die down (it got worse and the Sunday
forecast was for more of the same) so he de-rigged his plane and set off
for home. Wouldn’t you guess it, the wind died, the sun came out and
we had a wonderful day’s flying.
The camp consisted of about 14 Central Coast members, about
10 from Southern Cross, a couple from Warkworth (including our own
Mike Cole) and a couple from Richmond. The Southern Cross team
brought up a few single-seaters and an IS28. Glen McLean and Ian from
Richmond gave their Pik 20 a run and our old UV and the Puchatek
were introduced once again to ‘ridge flying’.
The first day’s briefing was scheduled for 10am and Dennis Meyer
(our illustrious leader and organiser at the time) reported on whether
we had clear airspace and also gave the weather forecast. On that first
day the Southern Cross boys requested that we start the briefing at 9am
which would give them more flying time – they were certainly keen.
On a couple of days we had to stop flying as Williamtown were doing
exercises with Hercules and F18s, meaning we had to amuse ourselves
with other things. Several members went off to climb The Bucketts,
while we had an interesting tour of the old gold mine. On another day
we couldn’t fly due to high winds so more ‘tours’ were considered. Some
of the more energetic members went walking, yet again, and we decided
to go with Mike Woolley in his four-wheel-drive to see ‘Gloucester Tops’.
Wouldn’t you know it, at the top of the hill we had a puncture! This was
a sight to behold as four intelligent, experienced men tried to find the
handbook to see if they could then discover the ‘jacking point’. I was
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amazed, knowing that men read instructions when all else fails. The tyre
was duly changed and we could see that the puncture had been caused
by a large stone which was still embedded. Mike dropped in at the local
one-man garage, showed the proprietor his problem and, in his typically
English-cultured voice requested an opinion. At this point he was greeted
in typically Australian fashion with, “She’s rooted mate”.
Our tug pilot was Bob Foster with his plane Tango Tango Whisky,
Bob worked his little socks off and did over 150 flights. On the first
day, after about four hours the wind began to get stronger and Bob
was having continually difficult landings so declared a break. Everything
stopped! There was the line of gliders, pilots in their parachutes waiting
to get in, and no tow plane. Disappointment was obvious, but they
realised that the conditions were difficult. After a couple of hours break
and with the wind dropping, out came Bob who jumped into Tango
Tango Whisky and announced he was ‘rolling’ again. The group of happy
pilots was a sight to behold.
Most of us were staying with Kay and being kept fat and happy with
huge breakfasts and two home cooked meals complete with sticky date
pudding and custard. Each day she drove to the airfield and dispensed
hot date muffins. The nights were arranged so that we could take advan
tage of the epicurean treats of the local eateries, ie the local Chinese (not
bad), the local pub (adequate), the local motel – we requested an Indian
curry and got stew with curry powder but it went down well – and of
course the local ‘caff’. We certainly made an impression on Gloucester
and increased its up gross annual budget by several points. However, the
cost to the Government may be pretty bad when you take into account
the cholesterol levels of us all after this food feast. Alby Mather arrived
mid-week and kept all the waitresses happy with his endless compli
ments; all, except one lady who reminded him that, “he had used the same
line last year”.
Then of course we had evening entertainment. When the daily
gliding discussions stopped the jokes started, and if you think Mike
Woolley is the quiet gentleman ask him to tell you the ‘Chop Chop’
joke complete with Chinese accent; the Mr Banajee story in perfect
Indian, and the Scottish joke about ‘The Pretzel’. Richard Pincus also
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Gliding
 Camp co-ordinator Dennis Meyer and Mike
Cole, a member of Warkworth and Mangrove
Mountain gliding clubs at outlanding practice on
the final day of the camp
Photo: Lydia Merrill

proved that he has a humourous nature and was
in fine form and I think Mike Cole finally sur
prised us all with the Viagra joke of the week.
One non-flying day Richard Pincus, Peter
Hewitt and Andrew from Camden decided to
tell us about the joys of ‘Wave Flying’. After
explaining that it is great but a ‘bit cold’ – “your
feet could drop off, your nose could ice up and
your fingers could freeze” – not too many
of us wanted to go anywhere near a ‘wave’.
We did get some outlanding practice.
Dennis suggested to several pilots that an out
landing could be attempted on a small airstrip
close to where we were operating. Everyone
interested took advantage of this opportunity
and found it to be very challenging.
What did I achieve, apart from the ‘Camp
Character Award’? A great deal of experience
watching a gliding camp in action; a couple
of long flights along with some ridge flying;
and tried aero tow, but spent most of my time
alongside the tow plane instead of behind it.
I also saw the gliding camaraderie in full flight.
It was truly wonderful to see so many different
clubs all working together and socialising
happily in an extremely pleasant environment.
Thank you to the organisers Dennis Meyer,
Brian Giersh and Murray McKinnon
– you did a great job and more please!

Temora gets ready for Club
and Sports Class Nationals
TOM GILBERT

T

he Temora Gliding Club advises that prepa
rations for the upcoming Nationals are
well advanced. The contest web site
is now operational at www.users.bigpond.com/
szd55/ The rules can be downloaded from
the site.
Entry is available on-line or an entry form
can be downloaded. For those of you who have
not come to grips with the internet, entry forms
are available from Geoff King at the Temora
Gliding Club, PO Box 206, Temora NSW
2666. Please note that the contest starts (practice
day one) on 31 December 2001, not 30
December 2001 as advised in some earlier
information. The final day of competition
is 11 January 2002.
There is an operational limit of a total of 55
competing aircraft at Temora. That is a total of
55 including Club and Sports Class aircraft. It
is hoped that the situation does not arise where
by we have to decline to accept entries from
any pilot, however, on the basis of a maximum
of 55 aircraft we will apply the following:
Please note that the normal closing
date for entries is 30 November 2001,

Pressure Valve
EMILIS PRELGAUSKAS

Written shortly after 11 September 2001

E

veryone I talk to has been out of sorts, sleep deprived, tense – even
though the events we have been informed about (with graphic
TV vision) have been happening on the other side of the planet.
Inevitably we talk about such mutual reflections when we gather, even
if the joining is arranged for us to share our mutual interest in sport
flying, including the personal response (who says blokes don’t talk about
how they feel) to this global change.
So, knowing how we are feeling, we approach the flying day
cautiously. No rush, no stress. One glider out to the strip at a time,
plenty of time between launches, push backs and climbing in for the
next sortie. Plenty of sailplanes our out at the launch point for the day’s
crew. Everything is done communally today, including simple routine
tasks such as cutting out frayed launch cable out along the strip.
By early afternoon I swap the winch enclosure for the cockpit
seat, take the launch and climb in a weak winter thermal which
is being pushed across the landscape in the day’s brisk breeze.
I relish the glide capability that permits the long drift eastward
downwind, with reserve in hand for getting home.
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ie, entry forms received and fully paid
by 30 November 2001.

Case A
If at the end of November less than 55 total entries
are received, then those entries are accepted.
Entries received after the end of November
will be accepted in order of date of receipt up
to a maximum of 55 (late entry fee applies).
Entries subsequently received (ie, after
total 55) will be placed on a reserve list in
order of receipt.

Case B
If at the end of November there are more
than 55 total entries, then at that time all
those entries will be ranked in order of
handicap – with lowest handicap declined
first, irrespective of entry application date,
until the maximum of 55 is achieved. Entries
so declined will be placed on a reserve list.
Entries received after the end of November,
in this case, will be declined. Appropriate
notification will be given.

South of our position the next cloud-line across has a low base,
aligned south-west with its northern edge and face sloping back with
height. I climb to my local individual cloud base which is in front and
well above this adjacent cloud edge, then glide toward it, and settle into
a westward cruise along the cloud-face.
The power of the sea-breeze is at work across the day’s general
weather pattern wind.
A trip begins winding in and out of the cloud valleys and ridges,
occasionally clipping the ridge edges with wingtip or nosecone, because
this landscape is soft. Home is obscured by the frayed edges below,
but the electronics tell me it is okay. Glide is available for home anytime.
Time to marvel once again, even though this experience isn’t new, about
the privilege of being permitted this rare view of things – the access
from which ground dwellers are forever excluded.
This ridge billows in and out, forms lentils above and below, chang
ing the passage of patches of sun rays, then shadows and the views which
vary from moment by moment.
Little cameos of landscape come and go with intervening curtains
of cloud, some opaque, some translucent. And clear sharp vistas are only
available when the air is moist.
The weather cycle ends; the sea-breeze cleans out the day’s convec
tion. I glide down at the diminished sink rate such air permits, and land.
The pageant of hangar flights then follows, the closing of hangar doors,
the winding down of après aviation coffee and chat. In a week of seeing
the worst side of man, a little healing has been offered by the best
the planet has to offer.		
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Farewell to Phil Hearne
TEGAN CUBLEY

I’m writing this to say goodbye
to my best pilot (BP), good friend
and second father — Phil Hearne.

P

hil, you were one of the most inspiring
people I have ever met; always full of
encouragement and wisdom. You were
never afraid to say what you believe, and you
were always there to help.
You would always smile when you saw me
at the gliding club and be first in line for a hug.
You were my second father – always looking
out for me, telling me who I should be dating
and who I shouldn’t, what piercings were okay
and which ones were not.
Although having a second father was great
it also had its down points because everywhere
I went in the gliding world one of you would

be there, making sure I behaved myself. It was
even worse when the two of you were there
together. However, I am glad you were there
because I knew I could always count on you
for help and support and most importantly,
for those fantastic hugs.
I loved tucking you into your Libelle before
a big day because you would always have such
a big smile on your face anticipating the won
derful day ahead. When you returned I would
always ask, “Did you have a good day Phil?”
without fail you would reply, “Tegan, you know
I had a good day… I always have a good day
when I’m flying.” That’s why you deserve the
rego Bravo Papa (best pilot) because whether
you were winning or not, you were always
having fun.
I loved it when we stood out on the field
watching the cu’s develop, itching to get up
there and fly. We always had some crazy thing
to talk about, whether it was about wing fillets,

gaggling techniques, coaching weeks or just
some stupid jokes that we would share to make
each other laugh.
“You’re only as old as your mind,” you would
say to me and I knew you were a 20-year-old
man inside because you had so much energy
and loved every minute of life.
I’m going to miss you so much Phil, even
though I know you will still be there making
sure I behave and hopefully helping me with the
odd final glide. I am really going to miss those
wonderful hugs that you always gave.

Final Glide Phil Hearne (1943 -2001)
EDWIN GRECH-CUMBO

S

ome weeks ago Phil dropped in to see me,
as was his usual custom, to discuss ideas
he was probing to promote gliding via
the Victorian Soaring Association.
He was keen to gain the clubs co-operation
by taking an active role in promoting gliding
and aviation to young men and women
completing Years 11 and 12. After an hour or
so of debating some of the ideas, objectives and
values, he announced that he would not be
dropping in on me the following week, because
he was going to Port Hedland with Carla to
take a break from work. On 19 August 2001,
Phil was unanimously elected President of the
State Association.
On Sunday 9 September 2001, I was called
by one of my colleagues informing me that Phil
had his final glide while away in Queensland.
That call was later followed by a phone message
from Carla to inform me of Phil’s untimely
passing away. The Beaufort Gliding Club was
really shaken by this news.
Phil started his career as a fitter and turner,
he progressed through various career paths with
in this field and later studied metallurgy and
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properties of materials. During this period he
developed a keen interest in aviation and com
menced building model aeroplanes. He spe
cialised in model RC gliders. He was a keen
competitor and took an active role with the club
of his choosing. This progressed into full-size
gliding. During 1982 both Phil and Carla pro
ceeded to Waikerie, South Australia to learn how
to fly. Flying gave Phil new horizons and goals.
During the last 25 years Phil worked in the
unique field of Non Destructive Testing with
Ansett Australia. The knowledge he gained on
aircraft structures and composite construction
was gladly shared with any gliding club or
glider pilot. Without his contribution to glid
ing many Blaniks would have had to be retired
before their full life cycle was attained.
His keenness to compete was well known
around Australia and he believed that coaching
combined with proper physical, mental and
spiritual preparation would give pilots a better
edge to win. He organise several coaching
camps over the years with Maurie Bradney
guiding and advising those who attended.
This year he planned three camps at three
different sites to make sure that coaching

was available to all clubs and not limited to just
a chosen few. The first of these camps will take
place at the Bendigo Gliding club this month.
He had strong feelings about introducing a
youth scheme that promoted gliding and team
work amongst the clubs. His positive ideas,
though sometimes controversial, on how to
increase the number of members in each club
and the contribution that the club committee’s
could make were on the drawing board – all
being progressed in one way or another.
He also had plans on how to approach the
State Government to award some of the sport
ing grants to the sport of gliding. Phil also was
negotiating with a number of State Govern
ment officials who conduct courses for volun
teers that are involved in managing clubs and
association incorporations. He had a view that
training the officials in a correct manner would
result in a better focus towards their members
and customers.
Phil was active in all aspects of the sport
and his contribution to the area of non-destruc
tive testing will be sorely missed
by the GFA, clubs and individuals.
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Flying an ASW28 in Australia
HARRY MEDLICOTT

The development cost of
gliders is such that it is seldom
a substantially new design
becomes available — after
all, with a waiting list of
two years or more for existing
models — why bother?

T

he latest Schleicher product, the Standard Class ASW28, is proving
such an outstanding success that almost immediately after release,
there was a long-term backlog of orders. Having flown one for over
50 hours I can understand why. The superb handling and high perfor
mance, coupled with the innate safety of modern gliders is a credit to the
small independent companies, mostly German, who pour their resources
and most of their profits into what can only be a labour of love.
The new ASW28 is a particularly fine example. The designer, Gerhard
Waibel, has addressed the factors which are important to we pilots. To
name a few, it has a crash resistant cockpit, a large main wheel with disc
brakes as standard, automatic coupling of controls, an excellent ventila
tion system more than adequate for hot Australian conditions and of
course an extremely comfortable cockpit. After using water ballast bags
for many years Schleicher have changed to integral wing tanks. Addi
tionally to ease of operation, the extra glass stiffens the wing and mini
mises shrinkage particularly near the spar. It is no fluke that one seldom
hears of a modern glider in an accident. The ASW28 is almost unspin
able unless you take drastic purposeful action. Fully stalled it still has a
degree of aileron control and mushes rather than do anything unpleasant.
Its performance? In local competitive sink tests with another modern
standard class glider it proved superior at the same wing loading, partic
ularly at high speed. The last Standard Class Nationals was won by a
60-year-old gentleman flying an ASW28. That the guy was Ingo Renner
makes sense, he, like all top pilots flies the best glider he can procure.
Ingo says that if he comes back into this world sometime in the future,
he hopes it will be as a pelican – that epitome of soaring skill and grace.
I rather fancy he was a pelican in a previous life, there’s not much those
birds could teach him!
I mostly fly by myself, even in competitions, so it is difficult to be
precise but my experience is that when crossing a large blue hole between
clouds I always seem to arrive at the next one with more height than
expected. The aerofoil is quite different to those on competing gliders.
Lars Boerman, who designed and tested it, reasoned that performance
in turbulent air, such as occurs in the real world, is more important
than the laminar flow in a wind tunnel test. This concurs with my own
experience. Flying a Nimbus 3DM, an older aerofoil section, an L/D
of 54 was regularly achieved over considerable distances in the smooth
early morning air above the thermal layer when setting out on distance
attempts. As soon as the turbulence associated with thermal development
is encountered the sink rate increases by 30% no matter how carefully
one flies. The ASW28 wing profile definitely minimises the degradation
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of performance associated with turbulent air. Does it have any faults?
Well, I haven’t found any, but it would be an advantage to have a sustain
er or self-launching option. Outlandings are always an inconvenience and
pose a risk especially for someone like myself who is always trying to
extend the limits on distance flights. I understand from Bernard Eckey,
the Schleicher agent, that there will be a turbo model and an 18 metre
variant over the next year or so.
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A traditional view of the planform. Note the loose sail
at the root with VG off, which allows for good
handling. This looseness disappears in flight

Review: Litespeed 3
CLAIRE PAGEN

The thought of hang gliding competition stirs the juices. Some pilots
swear by it, some are envious, others loathe it. Clearly competition
is time-consuming and requires a commitment that many cannot make,
but some of those who strongly dislike the idea may have a few mis
givings about the activity. The following is often heard from pilots who
do not wish to compete: “I don’t have a competitive spirit.” I believe
this statement is disingenuous, for who does not get an ounce of satis
faction from being on top of the stack, staying in the air longest in
marginal conditions, or flying the furthest on a given day? Have you
noticed how your home site eventually gets boring when you don’t have
anyone else in the sky to whom to measure up? While competitiveness
is found in many levels of intensity, I’m afraid it is innately human.

C

ompetition is what makes us strive for
improvement. This is true in hang gliding
just as in any other occupation. The
enhancement occurs on the personal level, but
also with equipment design. Those who deny
these facts or all trace of competitiveness must
be blindfolded not to see the benefits they
indirectly reap from hang gliding competition
and how it is intricately linked to the survival
of our sport. What does all this blabber have to
do with a glider review? My point is, without
competition, the Litespeed 3 would never have
seen the light of day. And I’m so grateful it did.

The making of a small glider
I took delivery of the small Litespeed in March,
but poor weather prevented me from putting
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many hours on it before the Florida competi
tions. Surely, 14 straight days of cross-country
tasks with over 100 other pilots would give the
glider a fair test in April. These events also
allowed me to interview Gerolf Heinrichs, aero
dynamicist and developer of the Litespeed.
My conversation with Gerolf showed how
much thought and attention to detail went
into the small Litespeed.
Developing the smaller version of an exist
ing glider is not as simple as it seems. Simply
scaling a glider down often results in a spirally
unstable glider. Also, Reynolds numbers and
the relative stiffness of shorter spars for the same
tube diameter conspire to give designers a lot of
grief. But Gerolf first had plenty of practice
scaling down the Litespeed 5 to obtain the

Litespeed 4. This medium size was going to be
the one he would use with the ultimate goal of
outflying Manfred Ruhmer. The Litespeed 4
was the result of many modifications including
less root area, more area on the tip to obtain a
more elliptical planform and a sail area reduced
down by four percent.
When he had the Litespeed 4 exactly where
he wanted, Gerolf went on to develop the small
size. To make a long story short, he again scaled
the glider down by four percent, played with
sleeves in the tubes to control bending, added
area on the tip to allow more washout and
create more lift and redistributed battens along
the span to save weight. At this stage, the test
flying began. It was mainly performed by facto
ry pilot Craig Coomber with the impetus of
light competition pilot Corinna Schwiegers
hausen and other occasional light pilots who
are not professional test pilots. This latter point
was critical to insure that recreational pilots
would also enjoy this high performance glider.
Armed with the feedback earned from the test
flights, the designer made the last adjustments
including wider sheer webs and airfoil refine
ments to give birth to the current Litespeed 3.

Physical attributes
The Litespeed 3 is a copy of its larger brothers
when it comes to nuts and bolts, set-up and
breakdown. The glider uses the traditional
Moyes hardware, but also exhibits the innova
tions developed with the Litespeeds 4 and 5.
The Litespeed 3 dropped a few battens and
a few pounds as a result of its smaller size. The
advertised weight of 68.2lb must not include
pads or bag, for it feels a bit heavier on my
shoulder. But the glider is perfectly balanced
and easy to ground handle. At 5ft 5in, I have
no trouble with the standard size downtubes
(65in long with a 54in basetube). Shorter pilots
may want to consider the smaller control frame
option which will be available (62in downtubes
with a 52in basetube).
The sail of the glider I fly is made out of
the new PX5 Mylar. This Mylar is lighter than
its PX10 predecessor (used previously on larger
gliders) and helps keep the overall weight
down. It was originally developed specifically
for the sailboat industry and is designed for
minimum stretch and UV/salt water resistance.
The Moyes factory claims that the lighter PX5
allows for better handling without any loss in
performance. The sail can also be ordered in
standard Power Rib Dacron.

Behaviour
Some finishing school must have taught the
glider good manners. I immediately felt com
fortable on my first flight and it was a pleasure
getting acquainted. It took me the usual 10 to
15 hours of airtime to get totally used to a new
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PHOTOS: DENNIS PAGEN
Top to bottom:
Amish boys and girls watch with intrigue as the author
prepares to take off from Jack’s Mountain, Pennsylvania
Proning out after launching from Kennedy, Pennsylvania
Soaring Pennsylvania’s Bald Eagle Ridge with
the Litespeed

wing’s characteristics, but the whole experience
went smoothly and was confidence inspiring.
Launching the Litespeed 3 is as uneventful
as can be. Handling it in the air is like riding a
well-behaved thoroughbred. No surprises, and
the performance is there (see below). The bar
gives solid pitch feedback at VG full off. I found
the glider’s sweet spot to be with the VG one
quarter on. This is the setting I now use for tak
ing off, flying in anything but rough air and
landing. I find this position most comfortable
as I don’t have to fight the pitch pressure as much
when encountering a thermal. The roll response
is light and turn reversals are easy with my body
weight of 110lb and no ballast in the harness
(now all readers have two of my vital statistics,
but I have no intentions to go any further).
I enjoy the thermalling characteristics of
the Litespeed 3. I find that some high siding is
required at higher banks, but it is very manage
able and allows quick reversals. This high siding
is also a function of the pilot’s weight. Someone
at the light end of the weight range will wash
out the sail less and therefore have to high side
more. The glider can be trimmed to satisfy a
pilot’s preference. Both the mid-section leading
edge junction and the fibreglass tip plug are
eccentrics. This characteristic allows the pilot to
play with the dihedral of the wing by rotating
the tubes and leads me to mention the excellent
chart Moyes has published about the Litespeed
tuning. This table indicates how various charac
teristics of the Litespeed (gliding, thermalling,
fixing a turn) can be affected by different tun
ing methods (sprogs, eccentric junctions, CG,
tip camber, leading edge tension). The document
is extremely useful to put finishing touches on
a glider and adapt it to your flying style. You
can find this document on the Moyes America
web site (see address under Litespeed Tuning).
The glider’s VG range is very impressive.
When the VG is pulled on, the bar position
goes from chin height to chest level and the bar
pressure becomes very light. This makes long
glides very comfortable. The handling, on the
other hand, becomes quite stiff with VG full
on. But I like having all these options available
and can always loosen it a bit on the very
bumpy glides. The glider has a very fast top
speed. I have flown faster on the Litespeed than
I ever have before.
The Litespeed 3 is a pleasure on landing.
The control bar position surprised me a bit
when going back to the downtubes during final
on my first flight. I quickly got used to it and
realised that having one quarter VG on, as
November 2001
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The Litespeed’s very clean sail after launching from Jack’s Mountain, Pennsylvania

mentioned above, makes the glider easier to
manage in pitch and prevents the glider from
slowing down too rapidly. The flare timing is
almost brainless. I landed the glider in a few
miles per hour of tailwind on one occasion and
it felt like a no-wind landing on any other
glider. I’m afraid Moyes may have found the
perfect trick to get pilots addicted to their
brand by designing a glider too easy to land.
I had plenty of opportunities to tow the
Litespeed 3 in Florida. The conditions ranged
from light to pretty strong winds and from
fairly smooth to way too rough for my comfort
(I’m more of a foot-launch pilot). The Litespeed
did not show any surprise in any of these
conditions. In fact, it inspired confidence on
the tricky days where breaking a weak link
down low was an option one had to consider.

But does it perform?
Most light pilots are used to the facts that new
designs show up a year later in their size and
that sometimes the small models are not as
high performing as the large ones. While
smaller wings usually climb as well as anything
else, they often fail to deliver performance on
glide. This fact involves a bit of adjustment of
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flying style when you are conscious of a bit of
a handicap. Well, those days are over with the
Litespeed 3. While I have absolutely no com
plaint about how it climbs, I am very satisfied
with the way it glides as well.
The Florida competitions had us fly
crosswind and upwind in 20mph winds. Before
the Litespeed 3, I didn’t stand a chance in these
types of conditions because of my bodyweight
and/or the glider’s performance. With the
Litespeed 3, I was very pleasantly surprised to
see that I could make progress on such a day
and that I could keep up with other pilots who
have natural ballast. Faster glides brought a grin
to my face that would not have been there with
my previous gliders. I should also mention that
I did not have the fancy control bar and that
my harness belongs to the dinosaur age.
But how does this apply to recreational fly
ing? Basically, you don’t have to fly XC down
wind anymore. Many possibilities open up
when you can go on crosswind or even upwind
legs, even in a fairly stiff wind. Heavier pilots
may think that they have been doing this all
along since topless gliders came on the market,
but feather-weights have less options in this
regard. With the Litespeed 3 there doesn’t seem

to be any handicap in glide. In fact, I came on
top of glides with other pilots plenty of times.
A very welcome change.
While competition may have given birth to
the Litespeed and most recently to the Lite
speed 3, there is no need to enter competition
to find advantages in flying one. The glider is
so comfortable and user-friendly that it can be
enjoyed by any recreational pilot of the proper
license rating and weight (see below). You’ll
find that your competitive side, whether welldeveloped, suppressed or on the friendly side,
will find satisfaction in it. You may also realise
all the options the glider opens up in your fly
ing. It is truly an amazing machine. I am now
the proud owner of the glider that was just
handed to me for a glider review.
Glider specifications
Sail area
Aspect ratio
Advertised weight
Maximum speed
Nose angle
Optimal pilot weight
Pilot’s weight range
Span

138ft2
7.14
68.2lb
68.2mph
130º
132lb
99-165lb
31.5ft
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GFA Annual General
GFA has new President

Vice President – VIC: Maurice Little, 10 Cooke
Street, Essendon VIC 3040; ph: (03) 9374
2529, (03) 9335 5133 (w), fax: (03) 9335
5364 (w), mobile: 0425 719 212, email:
<mauricel@netlink.com.au>, <mauricel@itm.
com.au> (w)
John Fairburn of Queensland receives the
Hoinville Award on behalf of Trevor Bange
from ex-President of the GFA, Mrs Beryl Hartley

Bob Hall from New South Wales
is the Gliding Federation of
Australia’s new President.
Executive Vice-President is Maurice
Little, Victoria, and the new
Treasurer is Mrs Beryl Hartley
of New South Wales.

GFA Executive, Officers, Federal
Committees and Contacts:
President: Bob Hall, 116 Grosvenor Road,
Lindfield NSW 2070; ph: (02) 9416 9492,
email: <rjpjhall@ozemail.com.au>
Executive Vice-President: Maurice Little,
10 Cooke Street, Essendon VIC 3040;
ph: (03) 9374 2529, (03) 9335 5133 (w),
fax: (03) 9335 5364 (w), mobile: 0425 719
212, email: <mauricel@netlink.com.au>,
<mauricel@itm.com.au> (w).
Vice President – NSW: Eric Sweet, 9/20
Rocklands Road, Wollstonecraft NSW 2065;
ph: (02) 9957 2372, fax: (02) 9957 2372,
mobile: 0419 612 641, email: <eajsweet@
ozemail.com.au>
Vice President – QLD: John Fairbairn,
“Haystacks”, PO Box 70, Texas QLD 4385; ph:
(07) 4653 1214, email: <japjfairbairn@
bigpond.com>ﬁ
Vice President – SA: Kim Bennett, 349 Senate
Road, Port Pirie SA 5540; ph: (08) 8633
2770, fax: (08) 8632 4695, (08) 8632 1763
(w), email: <kbennett@picc.com.au>
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Vice President – WA: Bryan Blackburn,
9 Solomon Street, Mosman Park WA 6012;
ph: (08) 9383 3182, email: <bryan.
blackburn@
bigpond.com>
Treasurer: Beryl Hartley, PO Box 275, Narro
mine, NSW 2821, ph: (02) 6889 1250, (02)
6889 2733 (w), fax: (02) 6889 2933, mobile:
0407 459 581, email: <hartley@avionics.com.au>
Executive Officer: Henk Meertens, PO Box
352, Frenchs Forest NSW 1640; ph: (02) 9452
2777, fax: (02) 9453 0777, email: <hkmxor@
msn.com.au>
Councillors – NSW: Kerrie Claffey, 84 Moons
Avenue, Lugarno NSW 2210; ph: (02) 9533
2149, (02) 9691 3340 (w), fax: (02) 9691
3206, email: <tomkap@bigpond.com>.
Aaron Stroop, Unit 59/228 Sussex Street,
Sydney NSW 2000; ph: (02) 9264 1526,
mobile: 0414 773 601.
Councillors – QLD: Bob Ward, “Wendouree”,
M/S 1497, Toowoomba Mail Centre QLD 4352.
John Clayton, Unit 2, 388 Old Cleveland
Road, Coorparoo QLD 4151; ph: (07) 3397
5819, mobile: 0412 875 634.
Councillors – SA: Redmond Quinn, 13
Redmond Street, Collinswood SA 5084; email:
<Redmond.Quinn@adelaide.on.net>.
Peter Robinson, PO Box 771, Whyalla SA
5600; ph: (08) 8645 3794, (08) 8640 4809
(w), email: <robinsonp@onesteel.com>
Councillors – VIC: Vivienne Drew, Unit 4/156
Lower Dandenong Road, Parkdale VIC 3191;
ph: (03) 9583 7469, (03) 9264 9215 (w).
Max Callingham, PO Box 410, Berwick VIC
3806; ph: (03) 9763 7233 (w).
Councillors – WA: Owen Jones, 7 Luks Cove,
Winthrop WA 6150; ph/fax: (08) 9332 7382,
email: <joneso@iinet.net.au>.
John Masters, 76 Murchison Street, Shenton
Park WA 6008; ph: (08) 9380 4545.
Secretary: Julia DeCarteret, GFA Secretariat,
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC

3041; ph: (03) 9379 7411 (w), fax: (03) 9379
5519, email: <secretary@gfa.org.au>
Chief Technical Officer – Operations: Kevin
Olerhead, GFA Secretariat, 130 Wirraway
Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041; ph: (03)
5358 4832 (w), fax: (03) 5358 4832, mobile:
0418 990 488, email: <olerhead@netconnect.
com.au>
Chief Technical Officer – Airworthiness: John
Ashford, GFA Secretariat, 130 Wirraway Road,
Essendon Airport VIC 3041; ph: (03) 9379
7411 (w), fax: (03) 9379 5519, email:
<CTOA@
gfa.org.au>
Technical Committee (Chairman): John Ashford,
6 Griffith Street, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340; ph:
(03) 5367 5774, email: <CTC@gfa.org.au>
Operations Panel (Chairman): Daryl Connell,
72 Stephen Drive, Woonona NSW 2517; ph/
fax: (02) 4284 3338, mobile: 0418 207 107,
email: <COP@gfa.org.au>
Editor “Australian Gliding/Skysailor”:
Suzy Gneist
Australian Gliding Sub-Editor: Anne Elliott,
PO Box 189, Narromine NSW 2821; ph/fax:
(02) 6889 1229, email: <annell@hwy.com.au>
Trophies Officer: Fred Foord, 18 Fremantle
Road, Port Noarlunga Sth SA 5167, ph: (08)
8386 2824, email: <fjpfoord@senet.com.au>
National Airfields and Airspace Officer: Eric
Sweet, 9/20 Rocklands Road, Wollstonecraft
NSW 2065; ph: (02) 9957 2372, fax: (02)
9957 2372, mobile: 0419 612 641, email:
<eajsweet@ozemail.com.au>
Radio Officer: Aaron Stroop, Unit 59/228
Sussex Street, Sydney NSW 2000; ph: (02)
9264 1526, mobile: 0414 773 601
Legal Adviser: Paul Matthews, PO Box 248,
Parramatta NSW 2124; ph: (02) 9635 7966
(w), fax: (02) 9689 3494, email: <pbm@
mflaw.
com.au>
GFA Accountants: M. Bugelly, Horwath
Melbourne Partnership, 600 St Kilda Road,
Melbourne VIC 3004
FAI Certificates and Badges Officer: Beryl
Hartley, 106 Meryula Street, Narromine NSW
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2821; ph: (02) 6889 1250, (02) 6889 2733
(w), fax: (02) 6889 2933, mobile: 0418 270
182, email: <hartley@avionics.com.au>
FAI Records Officer: David Jansen, 12 Lavis
Road, Bowral NSW 2576, ph: (02) 4862
5322, fax: (02) 4862 4854, mobile: 0409 592
747, email: <djansen@ozemail.com.au>
FAI Foreign Claims Officer: Beryl Hartley,
106 Meryula Street, Narromine NSW 2821;
ph: (02) 6889 1250, (02) 6889 2733 (w), fax:
(02) 6889 2933, mobile: 0418 270 182, email:
<hartley@avionics.com.au>
Computer Officer & Sports Committee (Chair
man): Tim Shirley, 30 Postle Circuit, Holt ACT
2615; ph: (02) 6254 1262, mobile: 0417 268
073, email: <tshirley@bigpond.net.au>
National Competitions Committee (FAI)
(Convenor): Miles Gore-Brown, PO Box 3494
Robina Town Centre, Robina QLD 4226;
email: <mgbjp@gol.com>
National Competitions Committee (Club/Sports)
(Convenor): Tom Gilbert, PO Box 324, Camden
NSW 2570, ph: (02) 4655 7079 (w), fax: (02)
4655 7078, email: <tnjgilb@zip.com.au>
International Teams Committee (Convenor):
Paul Matthews, PO Box 248, Parramatta
NSW 2124; ph: (02) 9635 7966 (w), fax: (02)
9689 3494, email: <pbm@mflaw.com.au>
Decentralised Competitions Committee
(Convenor): Chris Stephens, PO Box W48,
Wanniassa ACT 2903; ph/fax: (02) 6231
4121, mobile: 0417 208 402, email:
<poboxw48@
ozemail.com.au>

Pictured at the annual GFA presentation dinner were Redmond Quinn, South Australia, Owen Jones, Western Australia,
Kym Bennett and Peter Robinson, South Australia

Airfields and Airspace Committee: National
(Convenor) & New South Wales: Eric Sweet,
9/20 Rocklands Road, Wollstonecraft NSW
2065; ph: (02) 9957 2372, fax: (02) 9957
2372, mobile: 0419 612 641, email:
<eajsweet@ozemail.com.au>
Queensland: Peter Summerfeldt; ph: (07) 3886
1267, email: <summerfeldt@bigpond.com>
South Australia: John Hudson, 39 Cumberland
Avenue, Cumberland Park SA 5041; ph/fax:
(08) 8272 5929, ph: (08) 8224 7784 (w), fax:
(08) 8224 7892 (w)
Northern Territory: Gavin Wrigley, PO Box
118, Darwin NT 0801; ph: (08) 8985 5330,
email: <dondale@topend.com.au>

Victoria: Darcy Hogan, PO Box 2226, Fitzroy
MDC VIC 3065; ph: (03) 9415 6808, mobile:
0409 167 908, email: <darcy@hotkey.net.au>
Western Australia: Kevin Saunders, 23 Glen
Road, Lesmurdie WA 6067; ph: (08) 9441 7801
Awards Committee (Convenor): Tony English,
14/79 MacLeod Road, Applecross WA 6153;
ph/fax: (08) 9364 4855, email: <aenglish@
tpgi.com.au>
OSTIV Delegate: John Ashford, 6 Griffith
Street, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340; ph: (03)
5367 5774, email: <jashford@westconnect.
com.au>
Webmaster: David Head, 342 Alison Road,
Coogee NSW 2034; ph: (02) 9665 5169,
fax: (02) 9315 8757, (02) 9244 0110 (w),
email: <dhead@gfa.org.au>

International Gliding Commission (FAI)
Delegate: Terry Cubley, RMB 400, Ballan VIC
3342; ph: (03) 5360 8275, (03) 5327 0260
(w), fax: (03) 5360 8246, email: <cubtv@
netconnect.com.au>
Development Committee (Chairman): Bob
Hall, 116 Grosvenor Road, Lindfield NSW
2070; ph: (02) 9416 9492, email: <EVP@
gfa.org.au>
Design and Development Committee
(Convenor): Gary Sunderland, 70 Underbank
Boulevard, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340; ph:
(03) 5367 5374
Aaron Stroop, NSW, Phil Organ, Victoria and Bob Hall, new President of GFA at the annual presentation dinner
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Gliding

Gliding Federation
of Australia Recognises
Outstanding Performances
The Gliding Federation of

Non-flying awards:

Australia’s 2001 annual presen

Wally Wallington Award: The most prestigious
GFA award, only given for many years of
outstanding service to gliding – Robert
Christopher Moore, OAM, Adelaide Soaring
Club and South Australia Air Training Corps
Gliding Club.

tation dinner was held in Sydney
on 22 September 2001. Awards
were presented for the following
outstanding achievements:
Flying awards:
Wally Wood Trophy for the longest distance
flown in the calendar year 2000 – Chris
Woolley, Queensland, 730.59km.
Bob Irvine Trophy for the best handicapped
distance flown in 2000 – Chris Woolley,
Queensland (a different flight), 566 points.
Martin Warner Trophy for the best height
gain in 2000 – Rick Agnew, Canberra Gliding
Club, 17,600ft.

Decentralised Competition awards
– Summer contest:
Australian Gliding Trophy for the best overall
performance – Michael O’Brien, Queensland,
2,056 points.
Sportavia Trophy for the best overall perfor
mance runner-up – Matt Anglim, Queensland,
2,023 points.
Bathurst Trophy for the League 1 winner
– Miles Gore-Brown, New South Wales,
1,568 points.
New South Wales Gliding Association Shield”
(“Bathurst Shield”) for the League 2 winner
– Michael O’Brien, 2,056 points.
The National Two-Seater Trophy for the League
3 winner – the best club two-seater performance
– Southern Downs Aero and Soaring Club, 444
points.
Corfu Accommodation Trophy for the best
performance by an under 200 hours pilot
– Morgan Sandercock, New South Wales,
321 points.
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Hoinville Award for national or international
recognition of contribution to gliding generally
– Trevor Bange, Queensland.
In addition to the GFA awards and
trophies, the NSW Gliding Association
honoured its outstanding New South Wales
“Volunteer Of The Year” – Ken McAnally,
Orana Soaring Club, Narromine.

Rob Moore and
Trevor Bange honoured
The Wally Wallington Award for many years
of outstanding service to gliding was presented
to Rob Moore of the Adelaide Soaring Club
and South Australia Air Training Corps Gliding
Club at the Gliding Federation of Australia’s
annual presentation night held in Sydney on
22 September.
Rob’s interest in flying commenced at the tender
age of eight after seeing a friend’s model aircraft.
In 1953 he had his first flight in the prototype
Kookaburra with Geoff Horwood at Point
Pirie. Then followed an outstanding career
in the sport and administration of gliding:
1960 Joined the the Air Training Corps.
1961 	Promoted to the rank of CDT
Warrant Officer.
1962 Joined the Adelaide Soaring Club.
1963 First solo on 9 January.
1964 First cross-country flight.
1965-1998 Gliding instructor.
1964-1994 Competed in his first Nationals at
		Benalla in a K7. This was followed by
another, followed by another 28 in succession.
Best placing was fifth.
1964-1985 Committee person, President and CFI
		of the Adelaide Soaring Club during these
years, promoting most modem aircraft, crosscountry and competition flying for the club.
1965	Crewed at the British World Gliding
Competition, South Cemey for Malcolm Jinks.

Met Wally Wallington who was the
meteorology man for the contest.
1966	Joined the Air Training Corps with the rank of
Pilot Officer.
1968 SAGA state gliding competition champion
1969	Commenced SA Air Training Corps glider
flying on a regular basis and became OIC
gliding for the squadron.
1972 Started gliding courses for SA Air Cadets.
1972	Crewed at the Yugoslavian World Gliding
Competition, Versac, for Maurie Bradney.
1973	Crewed at the Australian World Gliding
Competition, Waikerie, for the Italian team.
1978-1985 Convenor of the SAGA competition
		
advisory committee.
1980-1992 Inaugural member of the GFA Competi		tion Co-ordinating Committee. The convenor
was Wally Wallington (This is now known
as the Sports Committee).
1980	Member of the International Competition
Organising Committee until it merged
with the Sports Committee.
1980 	Official GFA team co-ordinator and crew
man for Maurie Bradley at the German
Pre-World competition.
1981 	Team Manager for the Australian team
to Aunges, France International Gliding
Competition. A team did not attend the
German World competition due to a South
African boycott.
1983 	Team Manager for the American World
competition at Hobbs. This resulted in the
best performance of an Australian team since
Australia started competing in 1952 with
Ingo Renner being placed first in Open Class
and John Buchanan third in Standard Class.
This comment still stands in 2001.
1984 	Crewed at the pre-World Gliding Competition
in Rieti, Italy for Paul Mander.
1985 	Crewed at the Italian World Gliding Competi
tion, Rieti for Ingo Renner who was gained
first place in Open Class.
1986 	A member of the organising committee
for the 1986 FAI Nationals.
1987 	Manager of the World Gliding Competition
radio station at Benalla. This was a first
at any world gliding competition.
1988 	Crewed at the Austrian Pre-World Gliding
Competition for Brad Edwards.
1988 	SAGA State Gliding Competition Champion.
1989 	Crewed at the Austrian World Gliding
Competition for Bruce Brockhoff.
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1990 	Promoted to Squadron Leader (Air Training
Corps) and became Staff officer flying training
for the SA Squadron responsible for all flying
activities carried out by the SAAIRTC.
1990-1991 A member of the organising committee
		for the 1992 FAI National Gliding Champi
onships at Gawler.
1993 	A member of the organising committee for the
1994 FAI Nationals Gliding Championships
at Gawler.
1993-1995 A member of the World Gliding Compe		tition Site Selection committee.
1994 	Organised the National Air Training Corps
Flying training Standardisation exercise
incorporating gliding, power flying and,
for the first time, parachuting.
1995-1997 Member of the FAI World competition
		
2001 bid.
1997 	Started the SAAIRTC Gliding Club.
1998 	A member of the organising committee
for the Club Class World Gliding Champi
onships, 2001.
		Organised the National Air Training Corps
Flying training standardisation exercise incor
porating gliding, power flying and parachuting.
	Convenor of the 2000 Club Class Australian
National Gliding Championships incorporat
ing the Pre-World Championships Club Class.
	Reverted to FLTLT AIRTC as was AIRTC
policy. Received an RAAF commendation for
his services to SA AIRTC flying training.
1999-2000 CEO of the 2000 Club Class Australian
		National Gliding Championships incorporating
the Pre-World World Championships Club Class.
2000 	Awarded an Order of Australia Medal for
services to youth by way of the Air Training
Corps and gliding.
2001 	An official at the 2001 Inaugural World
Gliding Championships Club Class, also
a reporter for the Club Class flyer magazine.

The recipient of the Hoinville Award
for national or international recognition
of a general contribution to gliding was
Queenslander Trevor Bange.
Trevor started gliding at the age of 16 at the
Southern Downs Aero and Soaring Club
(SDASC) near Warwick in south-east Queens
land in 1963. He was one of the foundation
members of the club. Four years later he com
menced and completed his powered aircraft
flight training in a Cherokee and achieved his
pilots licence. In 1967 he changed clubs and
commenced flying with the Darling Downs
Soaring Club (DDSC) which was then based at
Oakey where, apart from his personal flying, he
also took on tug pilot duties.
In August 1968 Trevor completed his instructors’
course at Kingaroy and was soon on both the instructing
and towing roster for the club. In 1969 the DDSC
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moved to its present location at McCaffrey Field near
Bowenville (approximately 20km further west of Oakey)
and, in the same year, Trevor commenced his long
association with the Queensland Air Training Corps.
This was to last for 30 years.
In his role as a new gliding instructor he taught
at his first Air Cadet training course at Warwick.
During his 30 years as an Air Training Corps instructor
he was a Flight Commander at Gatton and Oakey
and an instructor at Toowoomba. In 1976 he was
also appointed RTO/A for Queensland and held this
position for approximately six years. During this time
he was also instrumental in organising and running
the airworthiness courses that were held at Kingaroy
for nearly 10 years.
Trevor has held numerous positions on the com
mittee of the DDSC over the last 34 years and is still
an active committee member in his current position
of tugmaster. Since being a member of the DDSC
he has held the position of Treasurer (15 years), Secretary
(two years}, Airworthiness Officer (two years),
President (one year) and his current position of tug
master (one year).
Of the 34 years that Trevor has been with the
DDSC, 32 years has been spent as a tug pilot and
instructor. During this time he has still found the
time to do some flying and has currently logged 1,300
hours in gliders and 1,300 hours in power.
Trevor has also been active in other areas of club
management including the positions of Club Subsidies
Officer where he gained the necessary financial assis
tance to acquire additional hangarage, Club Insurance
Officer and is currently still a Club Director. He was
also instrumental in organising the administration and
smooth-running of the club training courses which were
introduced six years ago and is very active in promoting
gliding in the local area. An example of this was the
large amount of work he carried out in getting the
Youth Scholarship Scheme up and running within the
club. This scheme has seen the introduction of four new
young pilots into the club scene, all of whom are still
flying actively within the club and are progressing
towards a C Certificate and beyond.
Trevor has been an active member of the Sports
Aircraft Association of Australia, Toowoomba Branch
since 1975 and organises the annual fly-in at his private
airfield near Clifton, south of Toowoomba, which last
year saw an attendance of 135 aircraft.
He currently owns and flies a Porterfield light aircraft
that he has rebuilt. This aircraft was previously owned
by Reg Ansett who flew it in the 1936 Brisbane to
Adelaide air race as the winning aircraft. Trevor flew
the aircraft in the 60th anniversary race in 1996.
In 1989 he was recognised for his services to
the Darling Downs Soaring Club when he was award a
club Life membership.
Trevor has worked tirelessly in the area of club
administration and operation, and also in youth
training and advancement which is the future
of the sport of gliding.

Airworthiness Inspection

FORM 2 NOTICE
■ 	A Form 2 inspection is due
Cheque for $137* is enclosed

■ 	A 20, 30 yearly, etc is due
Cheque for $302* is enclosed
with copy of aircraft log book

■ 	An initial C of A inspection
and initial registration is due
Cheque for $511* is enclosed
(tick appropriate box)

on the following aircraft:
TYPE......................................................................
VH...........................................................................
Please forward relevant airworthiness
documents to:
.................................................................................
.................................................................................
......................................... Postcode.....................
* prices include GST

Forward to:
GFA Secretariat, 130 Wirraway Road,
Essendon Airport VIC 3041

L AKE
KEEPIT
TAMWORTH NSW
★	Training 365 days a year
★ Good glider availability
★	Bulk flying discounts
★	Private owners welcome
★	Extended gliding season
– 300km in July!
Contact Jim Stanley – Manager
P.O. Box S152
TAMWORTH SOUTH 2340
Ph: (02) 6769 7514
Fax: (02) 6769 7640
Email: keepitsoaring@bigpond.com
www.users.bigpond.com/keepitsoaring
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HGFA News
Litespeeds dominate
Norwegian Nationals

Christmas and New Year Closure – Notice to all Pilots
The HGFA office will close for the Christmas/New Year period
as at Friday, 21 December 2001 – 4pm.
Pilots are urged to renew their membership prior to Friday, 18 December 2001, so that mail can
be returned to them prior to the closure of the office. (Please note that anything received after
18 December 2001 will be processed in the new year.)
Instructors are also urged to purchase supplies prior to 18 December 2001, as delivery cannot be
guaranteed after this date.
The HGFA office will re-open on 2 January 2002.
Craig, Margaret, Colleen and Karina wish everyone a safe and Happy Christmas and New Year.

Hi all. Just thought you’d like to know that Lite
speeds took out the four top places, and five in the
top 10 at the Norwegian Nationals recently.
Results
1 Krane, Kjell Christian
2 Moen, Tor-Erik
3 Opsanger, Olav
4 Henden, Nils Aage
5 Bjølgerud, Sverre
6 Ødegård, Tommy
7 Hobbesland, Andreas
8 Dahl, Svein
9 Nilssen, Johnny
10 Ellefsen, Øyvind

Moyes Litespeed
Moyes Litespeed
Moyes Litespeed
Moyes Litespeed
Icaro Laminar
Icaro Laminar
Wills Wing Fusion
Icaro Laminar
Airborne Climax
Moyes Litespeed

1,861
1,859
1,764
1,675
1,540
1,427
1,381
1,348
1,337
1,261

Regards, Oyvind Ellefsen

Club News
Cloudbase Paragliding Club, WA
The Cloudbase Paragliding Club of WA has moved its
meeting time and venue to Rosie O’Grady’s Pub on
Canning Highway, South Perth, first Tuesday of each
month at 8pm.
It seems to be a great venue; we have a meeting
room and plenty of food and drink available too.
The club winch has been rejuvenated thanks to
a lot of work by John and Wesley
and others, and should be more reliable and simpler
to operate now. Funds have also been acquired to
buy a tow car and the search is
on for a suitable vehicle.
The end of winter has brought some great flying
conditions, with cross-countries in August from the
Hill and from tow; great conditions except for the
cold hands.

Update – 19 September 2001 – Top 20
Pilot Name
State
1 Enda Murphy (Adv, PG, Omega 5)
2 Jon Durand Jnr (Adv, HG, Litespeed)
3 John Piercey (Int, PG, Atlas)
4 Craig Donnell (Nov, PG, Arcus)
5 Wesley Hill (Adv, HG, Litespeed)
6 Mark Plenderleith (Adv, PG, Sigma 4)
7 Andrew Horcher (Adv, PG, Bonanza)
8 Ian McFarlane (Nov, PG, Bolero)
9 Mike Dufty (Adv, PG, Proton)
10 Brandon O’Donnell
11 Damien ‘Tex’ Gates (Adv, HG, SX6)
12 Dave Tonks (Nov, PG, Bolero)
13 Jamie Oorshot (Adv, HG, Blade)
14 Tascha McLellan (Adv, HG, Litespeed)
15 Andrew Medew (Adv, HG, Stealth)
16 Peter Bowyer (Adv, PG, Nova Argon)
17 Russell Ferrier (Nov, HG, Fun)
18 Tony Croft (Int, PG, Octane)
19 Pete Leach (Adv, HG, Shark)
20 Grant Heaney (Adv, HG, Litespeed)
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It’s also been good to see lots of new pilots,
including some resident in the Margaret River and
Albany areas. Remember to use the message bank
(9487 5253) if you’re going flying or want to go
flying.
A number of pilots including Steve Watts and
Aaron Massey have recently got their intermediate
licences. The drought this winter doesn’t seem to
have stopped it raining every weekend, but hopefully
it will mean great spring flying.
Mike Dufty

Sydney Paragliding Club, NSW
After a long break the Sydney Paragliding Club has
reformed. On 6 September 2001, 29 of us had an
interesting meeting at what will be our regular
meeting place, the Marrickville Bowling Club,
Sydenham Road, Marrickville. We plan to have only
four meetings a year, focusing more on flying, and
communication between us as
to who is flying where and when via an internet linkup. The internet system is intended to allow us to
send in a simple email saying what we are doing,
which will then be sent to all the other members so
we can join in, share cars, local knowledge and
each other’s company.

NSW
QLD
WA
ACT
VIC
QLD
QLD
QLD
WA
QLD
QLD
QLD
WA
NSW
VIC
ACT
QLD
WA
WA
ACT

D
70
66
20
26
55
49
64
15
30
32
48
6
65
33
47
36
48
18
20
40

The office bearers are President: Enda Murphy,
Vice-President: Paul Cox, temporary Secretary: Mark
Mitsos, Treasurer: Dave Worthington and Dave
Fowler will do the monthly Skysailor updates. After
all the official bits we saw a couple of flying videos
and socialised over a few drinks. You’re welcome
you to join
us for our mutual benefit. See [www.sydneypara
gliding.com] or phone Paul Cox (02) 95571185,
or email <mark@sydneyparagliding.com>.
Next meeting to be held at Coxy’s Marrickville
Bowling Club on 6 December at 7:30pm.
…and some flying news:
A great day was had at Stanwell on Monday,
10 September for the people that could get away
from work with it being flyable from dawn to dusk!
The wind came on nicely from the south-east in the
afternoon to allow some pilots to cross the gap and
head south, with Paul Cox and Enda able to get to
Brokers Nose and back to Burning Palms, an out
and return distance
of 50km. Andy Unger made it down to Bulli in
the Scenic tandem. Mitsi and Dave Worthington also
went to Bulli and back later in the afternoon. It was
also flyable all day Thursday,
so spring is really in the air…
David Fowler

Flight 1
Flight 2
Flight 3
Flight 4
Flight 5
T
P D
T
P D
T
P D
T
P D
T
P
OD 119 53 OD 90 26 OD 44 30 OD 51 50 OR 213
OD 66 100 OD 100 90
T 270							
DG 90 21 OD 63 50 OD 150 16 OR 120				
OD 130 15 OD 75 36 OD 180							
DG 83 78 OD 78 39 OD 39 51 DG 77 29 OD 29
OD 83 29 OD 50 34 OD 55 17 OD 29 44.5 OD 76
OD 109 23 OD 39 50 DG 109							
OD 75 16.5 OD 83
5.5 OD 28 12 OD 60				
OD 51 33 OR 140 19 OD 32							
OD 96 38 OD 114										
OD 58 33 DG 59 32 OD 38							
OD 30 19 OD 95										
OD 78 35 OD 42										
T 99													
OD 47 47 OD 47										
DG 92													
OD 82													
OD 54													
OD 24 20 OD 24										
OD 40													

Total
517
436
423
385
306
293
257
246
223
210
155
125
120
99
94
92
82
54
48
40
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Tasmanian Hang Gliding Association
The Annual General Meeting was again well
supported with most members making the effort to
travel to Ross in the middle of the state. It was a
good opportunity to reflect on what we had achieved
over the year and plan for the future. Thanks to all
members in keeping the momentum of our club
moving along. Anthony Mountain was elected as
President and Stephen Bayley continued as
Secretary/Treasurer, etc for the coming year.
Members are reminded that our web site [www.
thga.net] will become the main forum
for communication between members for the future.
Therefore it would be advisable to read the notices
frequently and if you need to post relevant articles,
please do so through Dave Luttrell who is the guru
of this web site.
After the success of our first State Competition
we will certainly be running another this year. We
will expand the number of categories so all
members can again enjoy this event. Please watch
the web site for the calendar
of events for the 2001/2002 season.
With the sea-breezes starting and temperatures
hitting the low 20ºC it is time to get your gear ready
for another great season.
See you guys at launch, Stephen Bayley

Product News

Funny Caption Competition
Due to a surprising lack of response
(in submission of both entries and photos)
the Funny Caption Competition will be withdrawn
until further notice.
If you would like this feature returned in the future,
please now post your funny photos to: Richard
Lockhart,
C/O Blackheath Post Office,
Blackheath NSW 2785.

Airwave is back in Oz
GTL, importers of Woody Valley harnesses,
are proud to announce the addition of Airwave
gliders to their product list. Airwave’s design
philosophy of safety, handling, performance
and long lasting materials has produced an excep
tional range of gliders for all pilot levels.
The Airwave Sport (DHV1-2), ‘the ultimate
Sports Class glider’‚ with its revolutionary stability
control system (SCS), closed cell
design and proven wing flex system, has been given
rave revues during its recent debut at
the St Hilaire airshow.
Contact GTL now! and find out why Airwave is
the choice of champions. See [www.gtl.net.au] or
phone 0409 462 466.
The GTL Team

FAI News
Paula Bowyer
– New CIVL PR Co-ordinator

“Fly Forever” Calendar
Hot off the press, “Fly Forever” is Cross Country’s new
calendar for 2002, and features the work of the
cream of the paragliding and hang gliding
photography profession. Thirteen mouth-watering
prints by Andy Busslinger, Jerome Maupoint, Gerry
Charlebois and others are captured in all their glory
on 300 x 420 mm high quality art prints. “Fly
Forever” is available to order now, priced at £12/
US$17/Euros 19, at our secure online store [www.
xcshop.com].
Hugh Miller, Cross Country Magazine
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I would like to introduce myself: I am Paula Bowyer,
the new CIVL PR Co-ordinator and WPRS
administrator. I have taken over from Sarah who is
now working as a Sports and Performance
Psychologist (those interested
can contact Sarah at <sarah.fenwick@
ntlworld.com>.
I have been flying hang gliders for 12 years,
including competing in World and National
Championships. During this time I was involved in
helping to run the British National League and was a
member of the Competitions Committee as well as
training to be a hang gliding instructor. I have
occasionally been seen on a paraglider, which is
always a lot of fun.
The following are just a few of the topics you
may need to contact me about: World Pilot Ranking
Scheme, Pilot Qualifications, Category 2 sanctioning,
Media related issues, CIVL Meetings, Bids for
Category 1 Championships, etc.
If in doubt who to contact within CIVL, please feel
free to get in touch with me via email <paula@fai.
org>, phone +44 1495 785775
or fax +44 1495 785773.
I hope to meet many of you at the Plenary
meeting next year.
Paula Bowyer

Attention!
Restricted/Intermediate Pilots
Pilot Development Clinics/
Tours 2001/2002.
Our Pilot Development Clinics are
designed specifically for pilots of your
skill level. If you not only want to
better your overall flying skills but
also fly safer and further, we can help
you to expedite the development of the
skills you need.
We are measured by your level of
improvement and satisfaction you gain
from our clinics.

“Great flying,
value and fun!”
Pilot Development Clinics
Paramotor Endorsement (20 hours min)
26-28th October
Lake Cargelligo Tow-XC Clinic –
15th-21st December
Australian Alps Tour/Clinic –
December 29th-Jan 7th
Women’s XC /Thermalling
Clinic,Tumut – 26th-28th January

For more information
and prices please call
Peter Bowyer on:
(02) 6226 8400 or fly to www.
australianparagliding.com
Email: fly@
australianparagliding.com
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Competition Committee
and CIVL Report
M I C H A E L Z U P A N C , HGFA Board member,
Competition Committee conveyor, Australian CIVL delegate

For explanations/clarifications of any of
the points raised below, feel free to
contact me on 0408 662 328, 07 5532
5895 or <hang_glide@hgfa.asn.au>.
Australians at International Competitions
The World Air Games were held in Spain during the past
northern summer season with Enda Murphy flying
extremely well in the Paragliding World
Championships, being near the top of the placings for
most of the competition. In the Hang Gliding World
Championship, Rohan Holtkamp made a name for
himself with a superb fourth place in the event.
These results have been the best for Australians in
FAI Category 1 events for some time.

Competition Scoring – International
From the international point of view, competition
scoring and pilot ranking are ongoing issues
for development. I notice with some mirth, the
recent comments on CNN (aka Davis Straub)
regarding scoring issues, and in particular, the “Early
Bird Bonus”. When this concept was first introduced,
there was widespread opposition to the idea and so
it was initially introduced in a minor fashion. In the
ensuing years it’s effect has been steadily increased
within the scoring system, however apparently not
fast enough (!) as now there is widespread
opposition to the apparently small scale of the
concept. Increasing the effectiveness of this system
has been an ongoing concern as the new technology
of GPS tracking opens up more possibilities. Tim
Cummings came up with a concept to change the
way that the concept is calculated, and the develop
ment of this is ongoing.

CARTOON

Competition Scoring – National
The Competition Committee has agreed to trial
a new and somewhat controversial concept in the
way that competitions with different classes of
gliders are scored. This concept involves scoring
different classes of gliders differently, and it will be
run during the Australian Open at Deniliquin in the
New Year. The problem that
is being faced is that our major competitions are
becoming too elitist for the weekend/social pilot.
Hence the competition participation is falling and the
major competitions are becoming increasingly
difficult to run on the steadily lowering revenues. The
proposed solution involves getting more social pilots
involved with tasks that are reachable (for them) and
a “competition” that
is competitive (for them) whilst still enabling the top
pilots to slug it out amongst themselves with big
tasks in demanding conditions. This concept has
been criticised, as it is perceived that some pilots
will get an unfair advantage. However, this perceived
advantage diminishes as participation increases, so
if the concept is well patronised, there will not be a
problem. If it is not well patronised, only a few pilots
will get this apparent bonus (and they won’t affect
the top ten or so
on the national ladder anyway). Furthermore, this
“bonus” comes at the cost of missing out on the
potential of scoring higher points in a different class,
so it is not really a bonus at all.
I see it as a very worthwhile experiment.
The situation of falling participation at our major
competitions will be heightened in the next couple of
years, as most of the pilots in our major hang gliding
competitions are from overseas, and as the next World
Championship is being held in Brazil, Northern

by Jules Makk

Back when king posts gave the angels an early warning…!
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hemisphere pilots will be inclined to do their “offseason” flying in Brazil rather than Australia.
GPS technology has made running competitions
cheaper, but the falling participation has meant that
the entry fees have not necessarily come down, as
competition organisers have been forced to budget
the same fixed expenses
on ever dwindling numbers of competitors. Hence
we need to be proactive in finding
ways to increase competition participation.

Why bother with Competition?
Competition is what drives a sport. Competition is
what sets us apart from a “recreation”. Competition
is what drives glider development. Competition is
the focus of much of our social flying, hence
competition becomes the motivation for much of our
“recreational” flying. Competition provides publicity
for the sport, as competition
is something that the media can focus on. Competi
tion builds pilot skill, because within a competition,
pilots fly intensively with many other pilots to watch,
and with whom to discuss tips and techniques. The
sport of hang gliding, in
all its forms, depends heavily on competition, from
simple grass roots weekend competitions through to
major international events.

Entry-level Competition
The GPS track log systems that are now common in
the sport has made it very easy to run simple casual
competitions. There are now numerous casual
competitions around the country that use this
technology, and the Competition Committee is
proactive in getting small competitions and the new
National Cross Country League recognised on the
national ladder. The members of the CC are always
available to assist competition organisers with
advice and technical help.

Competition Committee
The Competition Committee continues to meet once
a year and it is also very active throughout the year
using email. The new edition of the competition
manual should be published on the due date of 1
October.

CIVL
I remain a Vice President of CIVL and am still heavily
involved in technical matters and matters relating to
rules and their interpretations. The CIVL decision
making process is somewhat different to the system
that the HGFA Board and CC use. In the Board and CC
we have our formal meetings, but then during the
year we also make decisions by formal votes using
telephone conferences and/
or email. In contrast, all decisions in CIVL are made
at the plenary meeting, which is held once a year.
There is no mechanism to do otherwise. Whilst I am
very involved, and I would like to think, somewhat
influential, I am still basically the only voice from this
quadrant of the globe. CIVL
is heavily dominated by European interests;
this bias has been an issue in the past,
and I am sure it will be in the future.
November 2001
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HGFA President’s Report
R O H A N G R A N T , HGFA President

In his closing comments to last
year’s Annual General Meeting
the previous President stated:
“In parting I have a sneaking suspicion
that this coming season is going to be
one to remember, I would like to say
awesome, even of biblical proportions
but I should not get carried away.”

I

t was an optimistic comment, forecasting great
flying conditions, and hopeful of big distances
and long hours of safe flying.
It was a year to remember, but for all the wrong
reasons:
•	Eight fatalities, including an horrific double
fatality and serious injury at Stanwell Park,
which in the main can only be explained
as poor flying decisions by very experienced
pilots
•	A huge hike in insurance premiums, from
$115,000 to $330,000 per annum, with a con
sequent flow on effect to membership fees
•	A radical loss of access to airspace if the
current Air Services Australia LLAMP proposal
succeeds

Sites
HGFA Board was able to assist the ACT Hang Gliding
and Paragliding Association to secure and improve
access to Mt Spring.
The Board also gave its support to a proposal
for a Site Development Loan Scheme,
to assist clubs and regional associations to acquire
and retain key flying sites. It is hoped this proposal
is nearing completion, and I look forward to
submissions from clubs that will put our cash
reserves to work directly on flying sites, delivering
both increased flying hours and long-term growth of
the membership’s financial assets.

Safety
As mentioned earlier, we suffered eight fatalities this
year, our worst year ever. This is despite the
continuing trend of reduced accidents during
training and the early stages
of a pilot’s flying experience. Indeed, all those
tragically killed were very experienced pilots.
We are currently awaiting the report of the
coroner into the Stanwell Park fatality. It would be
inappropriate for me to speculate at this time on the
cause of that accident. However, one important
outcome of the hearing was the acceptance that the
Stanwell Park Club had
not used the HGFA’s disciplinary process to
deal with unsafe flying practices. The club
has moved to correct this.
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Peer review and peer pressure is the best way
of maintaining safe flying practices. Its one
weakness is that it is vulnerable to the abuse
of friendship and conviviality to excuse and overlook
unsafe flying.
There is no excuse for recklessly endangering
one’s own life, let alone that of other pilots
or innocent members of the wider community.
Safety Officers are reminded that the HGFA’s
disciplinary process is built into the HGFA Consti
tution to protect members and the general public.
Safety Officers are encouraged to use it whenever a
pilot chooses to deliberately ignore a warning that
their actions are putting at risk themselves or other
people.

Management and Service Delivery
A small deficit of around $45,000 was achieved this
year, despite a budget targeting a small surplus.
Personally, I’m delighted with this result. When the
budget was prepared we were warned to expect an
increase in insurance premiums of around $20,000.
To keep the public liability premium to $330,000 was
itself a small triumph, given the other quotes
received. Regrettably, the expense occurs before the
income to cover it, hence the small deficit this year.
The consequent increases in membership fees and
services fees appears to have been well accepted. I
thank the membership for their understanding.
Last summer members criticised poor service
standards from the HGFA Office. This period of poor
service coincided with the departure of the former
National Executive Director and the extended
absence of the Office Manager
on maternity leave. It highlights the non-trivial
nature of the services and functions undertaken in
the office, and debunks the claim that these services
can be simply out-sourced. To Margaret Crane’s
great credit, service standards were lifted, and
indeed returned to the previous
high standard members have come to expect.
Moreover, this occurred in April, just as the office
entered the critical peak membership renewal
period.
However it is evident that in some areas the
new management structure is not working as well
as some hoped. New projects and initiatives have
suffered, with a number languishing for want of
attention. Two causal factors are apparent. Firstly,
the extraordinarily high number of serious accidents
has demanded much more of the General Manager’s
time than was ever imagined. Secondly, for almost a
decade the membership enjoyed the resources of
two skilled executive officers managing and devel
oping the business and flying operations of the
association. The membership still has the same high
expectations. Yet the day to day demands on the

General Manager are too great for one person to
deal with.
Clearly, the current arrangement is not appro
priate for our needs, nor sustainable into the future.
Moreover, we are greatly exposed
to the loss of either Craig or Margaret. The challenge
for the Board is to identify and put
in place a management structure that will serve the
members into the future.

Communication
Take a look at [www.hgfa.asn.au]. Significant
improvements to the HGFA’s web site are evident.
Thanks go to Mike Bruce, Mike Zupanc, Stewart
Dennis, John Reynoldson and Rick Lockhart,
amongst others, for the significant lift in content,
usability and presentation.
Skysailor too continues to improve, although in
a more evolutionary, less revolutionary manner. And
although I am disappointed that we have not been
able to progress a news-stand ready magazine as
quickly as I had hoped, I am still confident that this
will be achieved. It is as important as ever if we are
to control and manage our public image and to
attract new members to the sport.

Membership
Over the last five years, membership growth has
plateaued. Indeed, on the early figures available for
the last year, it appears that membership has
declined by up to 10%. Whether this is due to a
reduction in teaching effort by HGFA instructors, the
recent increased cost of insurance, the introduction
of the GST, other external factors, or a combination
of factors is too early to determine.
This stagnation is something we have to turn
around. Whilst some members still feel that their
local flying site is too crowded, the recent hike in
insurance premiums serves as yet another reminder
that we need more members
if we are to keep the cost of participation within
reach of ordinary Australians. (If your local site has
become too crowded, open a new site with the
assistance of HGFA Site Development Loan!)

Representation
The current Board is entering the final quarter of its
two year term. You will shortly receive a call for
nomination to the Board. We need good leadership,
over the long term and at all levels. Please give
these positions serious consideration, and when it
comes time to vote, please vote and encourage your
friends in the membership to vote. Our future flying
depends upon your choices.
Safe flying, and may this season
be much better than the last.
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Age is
no barrier
Adapted from an article which
appeared Australian Gliding 1995
plus comments from Cath Conway

I

t’s not often a GFA Councillor has a baby!
With the proud parents, David and
Catherine Conway of the Adelaide Univer
sity Gliding Club, both instructors and ground
engineers, what hope has the youngster got?
A history of his progress might go some
thing like this – Michael Conway – Verbal
milestones to look forward to (Apologies to
“Look who’s talking”):
Nine months, first words – “Kwee Zee –
Kwee Zee.” (Actually his first word was “Dop
dopdop” which evolved through “Dedopder”
to “Helicopter”. Plane was his second word.
“Mamma” and “Dadda” came later).
One year (thinks), “Baby-sitters all weekend
– again! Waah”. (Naahh, we took him along).
Two years, “Mumma in Kwee Zee – Daddy
unner winch.” (*Kwee Zee, or QZ, is the call
sign of the family Boomerang. He had had
his first flight by then – I think it was in the
Renmark Blanik).
Two-and-a-half years, “Yuk, do I have to
chammy under the wings – the water’s running
down my neck.” (Well he was certainly helping
to wash them. Little brother Peter arrived about
this time).
Three years, “Nah, I don’t want to eat my
Kellogg’s! If I grow up big and strong I know
what’ll happen. SCUM!” (At this age, we were
flying in the Puchatek – Michael in his booster
seat in the back. I was late downwind abeam
the launch-point. “Where are we going Mum?”
“We’re going to land at the launch-point.” (behind
us at this stage). The stick suddenly slammed
to the right as a little voice from the back seat
corrected me, “You’re going the wrong way Mum
– launch-point is back there.”)
Four years “No – if I just lift this wing-tip up
– you’ll be gone for hours!” (When Michael was
four, we were on a flight back from Melbourne.
Peter was asleep on my lap. The flight
attendants offered to take Michael up the front
to visit the crew. After a while, I could hear lots
of laughing from the front of the plane.
Michael came running back to his seat with the
attendants close behind – still laughing. They
related that Michael had looked the Captain in
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the eye, waggled his finger at him and
reminded him “Now you bring the nose up when
you land.”)
Five years, “Mum, what does it mean – being
GFA President?” (Michael’s now regularly
helping with airworthiness. He can put the
seat-pan in and out of the Boomerang. When
David and I bought a Ventus last year, we were
in BIG trouble for not buying a two-seater so
he could come too. He makes lots of paper
planes at school and lectures his classmates on
“effects of controls” and “basic aerodynamics”.)
Now, at six years, “Dad – you need a 13mm
ring spanner for that nut!” “Why can’t I fly –
why do I have to wait for the trainees to go first!”
“When can I do my first loop?” And he told
some of our trainees recently, “I can fly with the
stick now, and when I get bigger I’ll be able to use
the rudder too and then when I’m bigger again,
I’ll go by myself.”
This year he has an understanding teacher
– her Dad was a member of the Whyalla club.
As for the rest – we’ll have to see:
Seven years, “Waah – but I wanna come
on the wave camp, not stay with grandma again.”
Eight years, “Can I drive the winch-truck again
please – huh – please?” Nine years, “Dad – I’ve
got my cushions and weights – dad – I’ve got my
cushions and weights – DAD!” Ten years,
“Grounded!! I’ll go and ask mum – so there!”
Eleven years, “Hurray! – school holidays – and
there’s a camp at Lochiel.” Twelve years, “Dad,
I’m big enough to lift the root end now!” Thirteen
years, “Mum, can I drive now, mum – we’re past
Point Wakefield.” Fourteen years, “No, mum –
the lift was definitely that way!” Fifteen years,
“Wow, SOLO! – Chip off the old blocks, hey.
Can I have the LS27 next weekend?” Sixteen
years (on Yuppy phone), “Hey, mum, dad,
whose turn to retrieve me?” Seventeen years,
“But Dad, the entry fee for the Nationals is only
a lousy $6,500. I’d only need to borrow 15k’s
to compete.” Eighteen years (ring, ring...),
“Mum, dad – I’m staying in Brisbane – I’ve
met a girl at Uni-glide who’s got an ASH25!
We’ll bring it to the Sports Nationals at Lochiel.
See you there! Bye!”

The MT-1
M I C H A E L C O N WAY

This is my design for a glider.
The wings look like they go
out like jet wings — This is
to get more speed.

T

he MT-1 is a competition glider.
Its ailerons are a little bit different
because they are on the ends of
the wings. There are also flaps.
The elevators are a bit different too.
They are curved back like a 747 and
follow the shape of the wings.
It’s got three seats because there
might be two instructors, or one
instructor can take two students so
training will be quicker.
The nose skid is there in case the
wheel breaks and then the glider can
still land on the skid.
It has a pitot tube on the front like
our club’s Bergfalke.
It has a winch hook, but not where
other gliders have one. It’s on the skid so
it pulls the skid along so the wire can’t
catch on the skid during the launch.
My name is Michael James Conway.
I’m a kid and this is my design. I hope
you like it. I’m six and go to school.
If you like it please send me an email
to <conway@auscom.com.au>.
My mum will read it to me.
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What a Thought – Bus, Bomb, Boom
then Mayhem – for the Trophies Officer!

A

F R E D F O O R D , GFA Trophies Officer

The Trophies Officer maintains
duplicate copies of the Trophies
Manual, which contain so much
irreplaceable history of the 43 GFA
Trophies and Awards issued from the
beginning of time. The reason for
the duplication is obvious - if one
copy for any reason gets lost there
is a back-up. One is kept by the
Trophies Officer the other at the
Secretariat. That is how it should be.

fter the Trophies Officer had brought
the Secretariat copy up to date at the
2000 ACM in Melbourne, he entrust
ed it to someone to take back to Essendon.
Recently he sent some more update pages to
GFA, but the manual was not there, and as at
the 2001 ACM it had still not been located.
The Trophies Officer took his copy to the
2001 ACM in Sydney, travelling by overnight
bus from Adelaide because of the Ansett situ
ation. The bus called at Melbourne on the
way, it being a 23-hour journey overall.
On the second leg of the trip, approach
ing Benalla on the Hume Highway, the bus
driver suddenly pulled over to the side. A
passenger had asked to be let off the bus.
Instead of puking on the grass or going
behind a bush as anticipated, the passenger
walked off northwards, giving the hitch-hik
ing signal. The bus driver was in a quandary,
so phoned base for advice, which was to
phone the police. They duly arrived and
ordered the bus to be evacuated. Apparently

the passenger had been talking about bombs
to the man sitting next to him. We all alight
ed in an orderly manner and gathered 100
metres from the bus. By now there were five
police cars in attendance! We were told that
the ‘bomb squad’ was coming up from
Melbourne. Two hours later they arrived,
with sniffer dogs. They checked the bus and
baggage, took everything out of it, invited
everyone to pick up their own baggage and
move away again. By this time there were
nine police cars, including the bomb squad,
two paddy wagons and two unmarked cars.
Nothing was found and eventually, after
nearly three hours delay, we proceeded.
But this is the point, whilst waiting it sud
denly occurred to the Trophies Officer that at
any moment the, now one and only, GFA
Trophies Manual might suddenly vapourise
in a BOOOOOM and a sheet of flame!
The best-laid schemes of mice and men!
Oh, and what about the passenger? He was
never found, but his ticket was issued in the
name of “D Police”!

Handicaps for Decentralised
and League 2 Competitions 2001/2002
MAURIE BRADNEY
Glider
Nimbus 4, ASW 22bwl
Nimbus 3 (25.5m), Nimbus 3d (25.5),
Nimbus 4d, ASW 22b
ASW 22 (24m), ASH 25 (25.6),
Nimbus 3 ( 24.5m), Nimbus 3d, Nimbus 4dt
ASH 25, Nimbus 3d
ASH 26, Ventus 2c (18m), Lak 17a (18m),
DG 800 (18m), Ls6c (18m)
Jantar 2 (20m), Jantar 2b
Nimbus 2, 2b, 2c ASW 17, 17s,
Ls8 (18m), Ls6c (17.6m), Ventus (17.6m)
Ventus 2a and 2b, ASW 27a and 27b,
DG 600 (18m), Lak 12
Ls6, Ls6b, Jantar 1 (18m), DG600 (17m),
DG 500/505 (22m)
Ventus, DG400M (17m), DG202 (17m),
Ls3 (17m), ASW 20L
Duo Discus, Kestrel 19, DG400M (15m),
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Handicap
0.79
0.80
0.81
0.82
0.88
0.92
0.93
0.94
0.95
0.96

Glider
Janus CM
Discus 2, ASW 28, LS8, ASW 20b,
ASW 20c, Calif A21
LS3 and 3a, ASW 20, DG202, Pik 20B,
Mini Nimbus, Mosquito, DG600, G304
Discus a and b, ASW24, SZD 55,
Kestrel 17, Cirrus 18m
LS4 and 4a, LS7, DG300, IS32
Diamant, Libelle 301
Janus B, Pegase, Pik 20e
Jantar 4
Jantar 2 and 3, Standard Cirrus (16m)
LS1f, Hornet, Standard Cirrus, ASW 19b
Phoebus C, Pik 20D
Libelle 201B, ASW 15b, DG 100 and 101,
Twin Astir, Janus A
Libelle 201, ASW15, Ls1o, Ls1c, Ls1d,
DG 500/505 Trainer (fixed gear)

Handicap
0.97
0.98
0.99
1.00
1.01
1.02
1.03
1.05
1.06
1.10
1.11
1.12
1.13

Glider
Astir CS and 77, Phoebus B, Twin Astir 2
Club Libelle, Cobra, Salto, Grob 102,
IS29d, ASK 21
Pilatus (retract u/cart), Puchaz
Pilatus (fixed u/cart)
Puchatek, IS28, IS30
Boomerang, Super Arrow, BG12A,
Foka 3, 4 and 5, Ka6e, Bergfalke 4
Ka6, 6cr
K7, K13, Bergfalke 3
Arrow, Skylark 2, LO150, Skylark 2,
Mucha, Blanik
K8, Longwing Kookaburra
Kookaburra 1, 2 and 3
Kingfisher

Handicap
1.14
1.15
1.18
1.19
1.23
1.27
1.30
1.34
1.40
1.45
1.81
2.00

Grunau Baby 2
3.00
Gliders in the 1.00 to 0.88 area except the 15m types
are eligible for the Super 18 Class.
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Letters to the Editors
Save Timbis
 I was in Timbis, Bali, earlier this year and was
informed by the local club Secretary and President
that the flying site may be forced to close. Back in
the Suharto era the locals were forced to sell the
land to a company which plans to build a golf
course on the site. Although the site has not been
paid for, recently there have been attempts by the
prospective developers to prevent flying.
The site already provides an income for
six local families, and through a site fee scheme
introduced last year is providing money to the
owners of the land we cross to gain access to the
site, as well as to the Indonesian Federation.
What I have been asked to do is to ask all pilots
who have flown at Timbis to write letters or send
emails to the club. The club can pass these on to the
local authorities, should the need arise, as evidence
that the site is a truly world class flying location, and
as a result hopefully save this wonderful flying
location
on one of the world’s most beautiful islands.
Write letters to:
Bodih Suprana/Ketut Manda, Timbis Beach Flying
Club, Dusan Pantigiri Urigasan, Kuta, Bali
Indonesia. Or alternatively email <timbis2001@
yahoo.com>.
Thanks for your help, John McKenry

South Australia does it right
 An analysis of FAI Certificates from AG/
Skysailor, September 2001, page 20 reveals:
Western Australia gained about 20% of the
FAI certificates in Australia – note well, we
have only 10% of the population.
South Australia also gained a large number of
certificates in proportion to its population.
Interpretation:
The WAGA policy of encouraging clubs to
hold concentrated ab initio courses is paying divi
dends and we can expect a number of FAI
Certificates and Badges, beyond Silver “C”,
in Western Australia in the coming year.
They are doing something right in South
Australia. I suspect it is the Adelaide University
Gliding Club policy of providing low cost gliding via a
winch to university students.
Recommendation:
The GFA gives a grant to clubs which run
concentrated ab initio courses.
The GFA encourages a university gliding club to
start in each state using winch launching.
Brian Voce

September Issue
 The September Skysailor was just about the best
and most useful and interesting Skysailor that I can
remember. Even the gliding guys had
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some good articles. I’ll be anxiously awaiting the
continuation of Ewan McCabe’s article. Obviously it
is good content (verbal) that makes a good
magazine, all the rest is just window dressing. No
matter how fancy the editorial
and production team make the magazine look,
it is nothing without the contributions of the mem
bers. If you think you have information or experience
that others would be interested in, you too can
improve the quality of the magazine.
Graham Sutherland

Grand Prix Scoring
 I thoroughly agree with the thoughts of the
article in AG/Skysailor regarding the concept
of Grand Prix racing. As rules co-ordinator for the
WA championships I see so many anomalies in the
scoring that can alter the final score, without taking
note of a given pilot’s ability.
It is amazing how much a poorly set task will alter
the scoring on a day. (Note we cannot always
predict the weather perfectly and the task deval
uation can be a farce.) The concept
of points for finishing order is a perfect way
to resolve the situation.
There is, however, another anomaly that
is showing signs of creeping in by using the sug
gested concept. It looks at first to be a fair way to
score that the winner gets one point per person he
beats, but let us consider one pilot who, over the
competition period, flies predominantly in groups of
10, whilst another flies predominantly against
groups of nine. You can soon see who will come out
better off – once again the top pilots are being
scored against
the worst pilots. A little like giving Schumacher an
extra point if he beats a Minardi.
The better and well-tested method is to use the
scoring system they use in sailing. One point for
first, two for second and so on down the fleet. The
winner is the one with the least points. To increase
the value of a win the winner gets not one but half
or three-quarters a point.
I strongly suggest that this would be the better
option as it would give accurate and fair scoring at
the top of the field where the points are critical.
James Cooper, Gliding Club of WA, Cunderdin

Response to Graham Sutherland
 Taking the starring role in Graham’s letter
in the October AG/Skysailor I would like to respond
with the following.
National Site Development is the HGFA’s attempt
(via application and grant) to implement support for
the regional bodies and clubs in an area crucial to
both our continued existence and the simple
enjoyment of our sport.

Flying hang and paragliders is not a right
it is a privilege, granted at the benevolence of
governing and controlling bodies and private
stakeholders. I would much prefer it to be the other
way, but until the regulatory nature of
our society, or the constitution is changed,
I have to live with it along with everyone else. So
that is the way I deal with it.
Good cop, bad cop, civil disobedience, rocking
the boat, legal action, congeniality or amicable
negotiations. Thanks for what must surely be such
learned opinion, in that you are so bold as to offer it
with such authority. Whilst you’re coaching in how to
argue over the coin toss goes on, I will still be here
waiting patiently for the simple information required
in order to do the job, for the benefit of all. How to
do the job is moot!
I cannot do a National Site Development role if I
do not know what the subject of my charter is. Why
gather that information and
not do it in such a fashion so that it can be
of continued benefit and use, seems like sensible
practice in order to do an effective
and efficient job.
Asking clubs details about what sites they fly, is
it really so much to ask? Especially because my aim
is to help in securing them.
I will not force myself upon you. I will help where I
can. If not required then good luck.
At the least, I hope to be able to document
and promote our sites nationally, to our whole flying
community. If sites are sensitive, then
they are accorded the treatment required to
maintain them.
“Direct and immediate benefits” If I could
organise these as ‘simply’ as you seem to suggest
they are to come by, I would surely
be charging exorbitant fees as a commercial
negotiator. You do not extend any exhaustive advice
on how to obtain these. I am sure everyone would
be interested to know the secret.
A little trust goes a long way. I am still hoping
that clubs will contact me for another Site Survey
Pack, or return the ones I have sent, they have failed
to be returned in any substantially complete or
beneficial amount. It changes the whole scope of
any possible courses of continued action.
Imagine if, 10 years ago (or whatever) when the
documentation and permission was gained to use Pt
Cartwright, it was recorded centrally and the
documentation may even still be filed centrally, free
from the vacillations of club committee members. If
nothing more your problem may have been wholly
avoided. Simple filing errors. There is would be a
direct and immediate benefit planned for years ago.
Sincerely, Damien Gates
HGFA National Site Development Officer
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HGFA General Manager’s
Annual Report
HGFA Annual General Meeting – Tullamarine, Victoria – 23 September 2001

T

his past year has proven to be a challenging
time for the federation, its members and
administrators. Along with most other not-forprofit and profit-making organisations, the HGFA has
encountered challenges from increased market
pressures and added costs resulting from the
introduction of the GST and increased insurance
premiums. Challenges have arisen in each key area
of HGFA’s operations, and steps are being taken to
address each of these challenges, as follows.

Sites
Our sites in and around built up areas and within
National Parks are coming under increased
pressure. This has become particularly evident in
NSW, with the creation of many new National Parks
resulting in sites that were in the past under NSW
Forestry Commission control now coming under the
NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS).
Our National Site Development Officer, Damien
Gates, is continuing to work with the NPWS and the
various NSW based clubs to establish ongoing
tenure and maintenance agreements for these sites.
As two of last year’s fatal accidents resulted in
gliders crashing into carparks, there was con
siderable pressure put on sites in and around urban
areas, with some calls for bans to hang gliding and
paragliding in these areas. The federation has
worked with the relevant clubs
to answer these threats and to date these issues
have not impacted on our flying operations.

Safety
During the last financial year eight of our pilots died,
four hang gliding, two paragliding and two
microlighting – the worst run of fatalities since
1977. There appears to be no common thread
in the causes to these accidents, and this spate of
fatalities can only be put down to an horrific chain of
unrelated circumstances.
On a positive note, the incidence of training
accidents has been maintained at a low level.
During the past financial year there were three
hang gliding students and two paragliding students
suffered injuries during training, though
it is expected that only one of these may result in an
insurance claim. Since changing insurers in March
there has been only one training accident reported.
Sadly this resulted in a microlight student being
killed when he apparently panicked and failed to
control his aircraft during landing approach.
As the mid-air at Stanwell Park occurred within
the legal distance required for us to be clear of the
public, the coroner investigating
the deaths also looked into our ability to enforce our
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operational requirements and control flying
operations at the Bald Hill site. Though the coroner’s
findings, at time of writing, have
not yet been released, there is already added
pressure on all HGFA pilots, safety officers
and clubs to be more diligent in complying
with our site and operational requirements.
Regulatory pressure has also come from CASA
as a result of a recently recognised need for our
instructors to hold CASA issued Air Operator
Certificates (AOCs) to conduct pilot training in our
aircraft. The HGFA is working with other Australian
Sport Aviation Confederation (ASAC) member
organisations to establish procedures for all HGFA
training facilities to
gain AOCs adapted to apply to sport aviation.
It is proposed that the AOC holders will utilise our
existing operations manuals and training pro
cedures; and ASAC will act as an intermediary
between CASA and the various sport aviation
administrative bodies to facilitate
the introduction and ongoing maintenance
of the new system.
It recently came to light that a proposal
is being pushed by Airservices Australia for changes
to the current airspace structure (known as the Low
Level Airspace Management Program or LLAMP).
Acceptance of this proposal will lead to the
implementation of many more Mandatory Broadcast
Zones, with MBZs established wherever any
passenger aircraft with
30 or more seats operates. This proposal is
still being fought on behalf of the HGFA by
ASAC representatives.

to develop the magazine to a point where it can be
made available to the public on news stands.

Membership
The forced rise to membership fees coupled with a
higher than normal attrition rate has resulted in a
drop in membership of around
12%. This reduction will make it difficult to balance
the budget again this year. The rise
in membership fees will no doubt lead to an added
level of non-compliance and I therefore ask that all members seek to ensure that
all pilots are financial and therefore legal
and insured.
As previously reported, the rise in membership
fees resulted from a threefold hike in insurance
premium. This trend of increasing insurance costs is
being felt across all forms
of adventure and aviation activities and sadly
is likely to continue. Nevertheless, if we are
able to maintain our current claims history
with our new insurers, we should not encounter a
marked rise in premium next year.
Out National Development Officer, Belinda Head
is continuing to make progress with
the implementation of the Active Australia
club projects.
Happy landings, Craig Worth

Management
I am glad to report that the national office is back on
an even keel after a difficult period following Ian
Jarman’s departure last year. Problems in the office
were compounded
when our office manager, Margaret Crane
took maternity leave and our staffing levels
in Tumut were greatly reduced. Member services are
now back to the high level that members have come
to expect in past years.

Communication
The upgraded HGFA website will be on line
in the very near future, thanks to Mike Bruce and his
sub-committee. The new web site will offer an
improved contact point for existing
and prospective members.
The HGFA Board are still working to improving
our AG/Skysailor magazine. It is proposed
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HGFA Events Calendar
Australia
Not The Vic Open Competition
3-6 November 2001
Bright, VIC. This fun comp, run over the Melbourne Cup
long weekend, is open to everyone. We herald the new
season with this comp & it covers various activities incl.
balloon dropping, slalom racing, XC comp, spot landing,
expo, etc. The Phoenix Cup is
a new event that runs under the Not The Vic Open
comp (see below). More details from <skyhigh@
vhpa.org.au> or see [www.vhpa.org.au/Skyhigh].

Phoenix Cup Masquerade Event
3-6 November 2001
Bright, VIC. Open to all pilots. Run in conjunction with
the Not The Vic Open, fancy dress flying is
the purpose of the event & the best costume wins.
We’d like to see as many entries as possible to make
the event spectacular. Contact Malcolm
03 94441185 (h) or <phoenixcup@optusnet.com.
au>. For pictures of a similar event see [www.
coupe-icare.org/2000/concours_photos.html].

 anungra Cup
C
3-10 November 2001
Canungra, QLD. Canungra club invites PG pilots to par
ticipate in the 2001 Cup. Event has HGFA AAA sanction,
FAI Cat 2 status & is the first sanctioned PG event of
the Australian season. Entry fee: $180 after 30/9/2001,
incl. maps, comp T-shirt, presentation dinner, site fees
for duration of the event & a chance to win up to 450
national ladder points each day ($5 HGFA Competition
Committee levy not incl. in entry fee & will be collected
from all pilots at the event). Last year’s successful
organised retrieve system will be operating this year
if there’s sufficient interest. Cost of this package is
$160 for the 8-day event. To reserve a place in the
retrieve system, notification & payment must be
received before 30 September. For pilots new to comp
flying we offer a series of workshops to enhance comp
flying skills. These will run all week & incl. on-hill
briefings, post-flight analyses & hopefully contributions
from the leading pilots. They’re free of charge to all
pilots flying in their first comp. Expressions of interest
have to be incl. on the registration form. For more info
visit [http://
home.iprimus.com.au/plenderleithm/canungracup/],
email: <canungracup@hotmail.com> or ph: Keith Allen
0412 255879.

L awrence Hargrave Competition
17-18 November 2001
Stanwell Park, NSW. Entry open to all nov, int & adv, HG
& PG at $60 per person. Organised by the Stanwell
Park HG & PG Club.

 CTHGPA Club Championship
A
24-25 November 2001
Tumut, NSW. HG and PG, all welcome. Meeting at Tumut
airfield from 8am. For details contact an ACT
HGPA Committee member (see “HGFA Addresses”).
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ACTHGPA Canberra Fly-in
8-9 December 2001

Bogong Cup
20-27 January 2002

Flying whatever hill is on around Canberra. Meeting at
Weston McDonalds, Saturday, 8:30am. Contact: John
Chapman (0412 159472) or an ACTHGPA Committee
member (see “HGFA Addresses”).

Mt Beauty, VIC. AA sanction. 28 January is a public
holiday to allow time to travel home. The Bogong Cup
offers some of Australia’s best Alpine flying. We will be
using Mt Emu, Tawonga Gap, Mystic
& the awesome Mt Buffalo. The field will be limited to
75 so we can all fit on the Hill. First in, best dressed.
Requirements: Enthusiasm, GPS (for scoring), para
chute, UHF radio. Teams or a fully catered package can
be arranged. Plenty of activities for the family. Entry:
Free if you have never been to a Bogong Cup before,
otherwise $150 by 20 Dec. $50 late fee. For full details
see [www.dynamicflight.com.au] or ph: Rohan
Holtkamp or James Freeman on 03 53492845,
email: <info@dynamicflight.com.au>.

Australian Open HG Championship
29 December 2001 – 5 January 2002
Deniliquin, NSW. Ground- & aerotowing. We are now
recruiting new pilots to fly in competition. Lately a lot of
comps in Australia have become like a marathon,
taking up to eight hours to complete the task. What
chance does a new pilot flying an entry-level glider
have? They never get the reward of seeing the finish
line coming up! Never get the luxury of having a cold
drink given to them by their mate in goal! Flying half
way might be a personal best, but no cheers to greet
you when you land!
By running this Australian Open we want to change
that! Three comps in one: Open, Kingpost, Floater subclasses. The aim: To have more fun! Tasks to suit most
pilot skill, experience & fitness level (three different
tasks); all pilots to have a realistic chance of making
goal every day; new, low airtime pilots being able to fly
with the good guys, but compete against their peers;
most pilots to have a chance of winning the
competition regardless of the glider they fly. (The
competition will be run like three separate
competitions. You can only win the sub-class you have
entered. There will be three separate winners of this
Australian Open!) For more information please contact
us on [www.cool-ether.net.au/australian
open2002], email: <chgpgc@goulburn.net.au>,
ph: 0419 681212 (from overseas +61 419 681212).

Australian National HG Championship
8-16 January 2002
Hay, NSW. AAA, FAI Cat 2. $15,000 in prizes have been
given away in the last two years, mostly to
C & B Grade pilots. Requirements: Enthusiasm, GPS (for
scoring), parachute, UHF radio, tow endorsement.
Teams or fully catered packages can be arranged.
Aerotow or ground tow on 3km strips. Entry: Free if
you’ve never been to a Nationals at Hay, otherwise
$150 by 8 Dec. $50 late fee. For full details see [www.
dynamicflight.com.au], ph: Rohan Holtkamp/James
Freeman 03 53492845, <info@
dynamicflight.com.au>.

Corryong Cup
12-19 January 2002
Registration & practice day: Saturday, 12 Jan. Rego &
comp start: Sunday, 13 Jan. Last competition day &
presentation night: Saturday, 19 Jan. Entry fee: $95 if
paid before 1 Jan. ($105 thereafter). Contact Steve Bell
at PO Box 401, Helensburgh NSW 2508,
<spbell@1earth.net> or ph: 0412 686 812.

Australian National Paragliding Open
16-23 February 2002
Bright, VIC. FAI Cat 2, HGFA sanction AAA. Entry fee:
$180 ($40 discount if payment received before 1/1/02).
Organiser: Karl Texler, ph: 03 57501733,
fax: 03 57501153, email: <brightvt@netc.net.au>,
web [http://home.netc.net.au/~alpcomp/Bright
Open2002/].

WA State Soaring Championships
23 February - 3 March 2002
Wyalkatchem, WA. (Monday, 4 March is a public holi
day.) Premier event on the WA HG & PG calendar. Eight
days of heart-thumping XC action.
See [www.iinet.net.au/~navi] or contact Gordon
Marshall <gordo@hangglide.com.au>.

Manilla Paragliding Open
2-9 March 2002
Mt Borah, Manilla, NSW. Final rego: 1 March, 7pm
Manilla Town Hall. CIVL/FAI Cat 2 (for WPRS) & HGFA
AAA. Over $5,000 in prizes. 125 pilots max.
(& it will be full like the last four years). $140 before 1
Jan, $160 thereafter. Full online registration at [www.
mss.org.au] from 1 October. Organiser: Godfrey
Wenness, ph: 02 67856545; fax: 02 6785
6546; email: <skygodfrey@aol.com>. Sponsored by:
Advance, Flytec, Hanwag, Garmin, Manilla Shire
Council, Manilla RSL Club, Guardian Chemist Manilla,
Ambleside B&B, Rivergums Caravan Park, Vic & Toms,
Imperial Hotel & more.

Overseas
New Zealand Paragliding Nationals
2-9 February 2002
South Island, NZ. Wanaka sites, including Coronet Peak.
Cost: NZ$180 before 19 January, otherwise $200, incl.
maps, comp levy, films, BBQ, prizegiving dinner, prizes,
limited transport. registration/briefing: Friday, 1
February. Organiser: Rob Darby,
ph 025 220 1185 or 03 443 1680 or email: <lucky_
montana@hotmail.com>.
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GFA Soaring Calendar
Bendigo Gliding Club invites all to:
Season Open Comp & XC Coaching
3-6 November 2001 (Melbourne Cup Weekend)
No entry fee. Realistic tasks with honesty verification
(or anything else). Aerotow and winch launching. Fully
catered. Contact Phil Organ on 03 5435 3665 or email
<libelle@impulse.net.au>.

Narromine Cup and Performance Camp Week
25-30 November 2001
The week before the NSW State Gliding Championships
at Narromine, for pilots with a personal goal or PB to
better. Silver C to 1,000km attempts welcome. Orana
Soaring Club provides the infrastructure and launches –
you provide the flying. Administration and temp trace
costs $10 or $20
for the week, depending on numbers. Contact
Beryl Hartley 02 6889 2733 or Chris Stephens
02 6231 4121.

SA State Gliding Championships
1-7 December 2001
At Waikerie. All classes and all GPS/logger included.
Inquiries to Catherine Conway <conway@aus.com> or
Waikerie Gliding Club.

NSW State Gliding Championships
1-8 December 2001
Narromine Airport. Enquiries to Eric Sweet, email:
<eajsweet@ozemail.com.au>.

South Australian Performance Week
10-15 December 2001
At Waikerie. Cross-country coaching for entry
level pilots in both lead and follow single-seat
and shared flying in two-seater sailplane. Details from
Waikerie Gliding Club.

FAI Club Class Championships
31 December 2001-11 January 2002
To be held at Temora.

WA State Gliding Championships
6-19 January 2002
The Beverley Soaring Society invites interstate pilots to
Western Australia. WA pilots would love
to see some different gliders and pilots making the trek
across the nullarbor.
It’s been many years since a group has ventured west
so please give it some thought, you would
all be most welcome.

Chamberlain Knights.
Let us set a better
course for your
GFA Glider insurance.
Chamberlain Knights – OAMPS Insurance Brokers Ltd
Chamberlain
Knights – OAMPS
Australia’s Aviation
Insurance Specialist
ACN 005 543 920
PO Box 2481
North Parramatta
NSW 1750
Fax: (02) 8838 5770

Chamberlain Knights Glider insurance
packages are the only option approved and
initiated by the GFA for the benefit of
members. Why pay more than you need to?
Call Kevin Chamberlain now*

(02) 8838 5760
* and swap flight stories with a pilot of over 25 years experience!

Email: kevinc@oamps.com.au

A PROFESSIONAL REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKER
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We are keen to see a more successful and competitive
competition by upping the numbers. Free entry to
interstate pilots. Enquiries: Don Woodward 0419 809
463, email: <jdwoodward@bigpond.com>.

40th Australian National
FAI Gliding Championships
13-25 January 2002
Narromine Airport. Enquiries to Anne Elliott, Narromine,
ph/fax: 02 6889 1229 or email: <annell@hwy.com.au>.

Gulgong Regatta
2-9 March 2002
All classes, gliders and pilots handicapped. Multiple
pilots welcome. Camping space available on airfield and plenty of accommodation
in Gulgong. Enquiries to Christine Meertens
ph: 02 9452 2777, fax: 02 9453 0777, email:
<hkmxor@msn.com.au>
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Schools in Australia
ACT/NSW

New South Wales continued

New South Wales continued

SYDNEY HANG
GLIDING CENTRE
Tarago Flight Park

•
•
•
•

21⁄2 hours from Sydney
Introductory Courses • Full License Courses
Refresher Courses
• Ground Towing
Aerotowing Courses • Courses
Cross-Country Tours • Cross-Country Courses

ENQUIRE NOW ABOUT OUR CROSS-COUNTRY TOURS FOR
THIS SUMMER! All pilots are welcome and tow

endorsements can be obtained.
Agents for Moyes & Airborne • Demo gliders available
Call Tove on 02 4849 4516 or 0419 681 212
Canberra Hang Gliding and Paragliding Centre
email: address: chgpgc@goulburn.net.au

Learn to Fly in Canberra!

The Paragliding Capital of Australia
and only 3 hours drive from Sydney.
At Australian Paragliding Centre we fly all year round
and are open 7 days a week.
Learn to fly in a friendly, caring environment with first
class tuition and equipment.

•	License & Introductory Courses
•	Tandem Flights
•	Gift Vouchers & Group Discounts
•	Pilot Development Clinics for Novice,

Intermediate, and Advanced pilots.
•	International Flying Tours
•	Cross-Country & Towing Tours
•	Pro-Design Paragliders, Harnesses,
Reserves, Flying suits and Para-Kites.
•	Paramotor sales and tuition
•	Sales and Service of all major brands.
Contact: Peter Bowyer on

(02) 6226 8400

<pete@australianparagliding.com>
Check out our new homepage! [www.
australianparagliding.com]

New South Wales

BYRON AIRWAVES

Hang Gliding School
• Lessons & full instruction available.
•	25 years hang gliding experience with training all
year round.
•	Learn to fly safely and accurately with all skill levels
catered for.
Phone Brian and Anne on
02 6629 0354, mobile 0427 615950,
email: <byronair@hotmail.com>
44 Australian Gliding • Skysailor

High Adventure Airpark

Since 1987
Australia’s Internationally Renowned
Training Centre on Australia’s Holiday Coast
Situated on 460 picturesque acres. Offering:
•	Live-in International Licence Courses for
Paragliding, Hang Gliding and Microlights
•	Conversion Courses for all three sports
•	Importers and Dealers of Quality Flight Gear
•	Over 15 flight sites from 30 metres to
700 metres in every wind direction (truly) most
in a 20 kilometre radius
•	On site Hangar, Airstrip and Winch
tow facilities
•	Paramotors
•	Cross-Country Tours since 1987
•	Tow and Licence endorsements
•	Personalised customer service
•	Flying since 1978!!
•	Trade in your used Flight Gear
•	FLYING AND OPERATING ALL YEAR ROUND
Contact Lee Scott toll free on 1800 063 648
or email: <leescott@highadventure.com.au>
or [www.highadventure.com.au]
for full details and online video.

•M
 anilla has more flyable days per year than
anywhere else in Australia! (300+ in fact!)
•M
 t Borah is one of the world’s most consistent all
year round sites with 4 large launches catering for
nearly every wind direction.
• Paragliding license courses – Autumn and Spring
only: a week of quality tuition using the latest
techniques and equipment for only $990
(including GST and accommodation)

• Your CFI is Godfrey Wenness: World Record
Holder, Australian Team Member, HGFA
Safety and Operations Committee Member
for Paragliding
• Thermalling and cross-country courses all year
• HG to PG conversion courses – it’s easier than you
think!
• Importer of ADVANCE paragliders, FLYTEC
instruments, HANWAG footwear and most
accessories – we sell only the best quality
European made equipment.
So come flying with Manilla Paragliding,
where the person who shows you the mountain,
owns the mountain!
Phone Godfrey Wenness on: 02 6785 6545 or
fax: 02 6785 6546, email: <SkyGodfrey@aol.com>
“The Mountain”, Manilla, NSW, 2346.

Stanwell Park

Hang Gliding Courses, Refresher Courses, Instructional
Tandem Flights and Gift Vouchers.
Equipment and Accessories. Available 7 days.
To arrange your booking or to test fly a glider
Call Chris Boyce (02) 4294 4294.
[www.hanggliding.com.au]

Victoria

Alpine Paragliding has introduced over 2000
customers to paragliding since it began operations in
1988. The school is located in Bright, which is nestled
in the foothills of the Australian Alps. It is an ideal
location for Paragliding with conditions and flying
sites suitable for beginners through to experts. Bright
is also a popular destination for overseas pilots and
hosted a Paragliding World Cup event in 1998.
Courses offered:
• 1 and 2 day Introductory courses
• HGFA approved licence courses
• Tow clinics
• Thermal and XC clinics
• SIV clinics
• Tandem Flights
We also offer a full range of Paragliding
equipment and services.
Visit our web site for more details.
4 Ireland Street, Bright VIC 3741
Ph: 03 5755 1753 Fax: 03 5750 1153
Email: <alpnpara@netc.net.au>
Web: [http://alpineparagliding.netc.net.au/]

WINGSPORTS
Flight Academy

•
•
•
•

Paragliding courses
• Hang gliding courses
Paramotor courses
• Inland and coastal
Tandem flights
• Towing courses
Cross-country courses • Equipment sales
Located in stunning holiday destination, on the Great
Ocean Road, 2 hours from Melbourne’s Westgate
Bridge.
Wingsports, 1 Evans Court, Apollo Bay VIC 3233
Hans van Santen 03 5237 6486
Fiona Waddington 0419 378 616.
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Victoria continued

AirSports Flying School
With our “wind in the face” fleet of CASA legal
3-axis Drifters and our fully enclosed Gazelle
ultralights you can use your aviation skills to
fly another type of sport aircraft.
• Unrestricted visibility
• Strong wind capable
• Crosswind capable
• Comfortable to fly, not cramped
• No fatigue, joy stick controlled
Why not check us out, we fly from Sunbury Airfield
only 20 minutes drive north-west of Melbourne. Trial
flights and full time courses available. Low cost
accommodation available.
AirSports Flying School
Sunbury Airfield Sunbury, 3429
(03) 9744 1305 (03) 9431 2131
[www.goflying.com.au]

South Australia

ADELAIDE AIRSPORTS
Professional flight training since 1985
Hang Gliding • Sky Floating • Microlights
Yes… You can learn to fly!
All flight training and endorsements available
from beginner to instructor level and beyond.
Larry Jones
Ph: (08) 8556 3030, Fax: (08) 8557 4113,
Mobile: 0408 815 094,
Email: <fly@airsports.com.au>
Web: [www.airsports.com.au]
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Alpine Paragliding’

For information on the following equipment please call Fred
Gungl on 03 5755 1753 or visit our web site at [www.
alpineparagliding.com].
Paragliding and Hang Gliding Reserves
Revolution GS series. These reserves use the “double cap
principle” for quicker opening and pendular stability. They
are DHV certified and are one of the largest selling
reserves in Europe. Sizes available
to suit take off weight ranges from 60 to 200kg.
Charly Insider Full Face
Helmets
Kevlar reinforced shell, high
pressure vacuum moulding
system, using high density
EPS shock absorbing foam.
Only 650g, field of vision
96%. Suitable for headset
installation. CE Certified Paragliding and Hang Gliding
conforming to EN 966. Available in a variety of colour and
sizes. From $300.
Fly Mike Flightsuits
Stylish but practically designed flightsuits made from
lightweight, windproof materials. Available in three colours
and for SM to XL pilots.
NOVA Carbon
For the pilot who wants performance and safety. This glider
has a top speed of 52 km/h, exceptional glide, great handling
and the best news is that it does this whilst still achieving a
DHV1/2 rating. Call to arrange a test fly.
Used Gliders
If you’re looking for a used glider, give us a call
as our stock level changes weekly.
Nova Philou 126 Suitable for novice pilots. Take off weight
85 to 105kg. GC, $1,700.
Nova Philou 123 Take off weight 65 to 85kg. GC, $1,750.
Nova X-Ray 24 (white) Suitable for int-adv pilots. Take off
weight 85 to 105 kg. This is a demo glider in excellent
cond. (approx. 15 hrs), $2,900.
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HGFA Classifieds
CLASSIFIEDS ARE NOW FREE OF CHARGE to HGFA
members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified
per person per issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered directly to the sub-editor,
by email or post, not by phone. The deadline is 25th of
the month, for publication five weeks hence. Submitted
classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publi
cation, re-submission of the classified must be made,
no advance bookings.
When submitting a classified remember to include your
contact details (for perspective buyers), your HGFA
membership number (for membership verification) and
the State under which you would like the classified
placed.
(Note that the above does not apply to commercial
operators. Instructors may place multiple classified
entries, but will be charged at usual advertising rates.)

Hang Gliders & Equipment
New South Wales
Blade 141 adv, 80 hrs, 1 owner, never been bent,
EC, yellow & mauve, best offer. Ph: Troy 02 4963
3281 (h); 02 49661089 (w).
CSX5 adv, fluoro orange/dark blue US, 5 hrs total,
very new, very crisp, $4,500. XS155 Mk 2 adv,
fluoro orange TS, fluoro yellow/black US, flying wires
200 hrs old, fair cond, some spares, $500. XACT
harness, fair condition with parachute in EC, $500.
Sjöström vario, excellent entry level unit, $200. Ph:
Terry 02 48221989.
Fun 190 nov, almost new cond, faired DTs, speed
bar, wheels. Will transport, give-away at $2,950. Ph:
0418 293615; 02 49434900.
Flytec 4005 vario (equivalent), cost $505, sell $400.
Magellan 310 GPS (equivalent), cost $330, sell
$264. Mounting bracket for HG that take both units,
cost $72, sell $58. Sell all together
for $697. Ideal entry gear for cross-country
expeditions! Ph: Peter 0403 254475.
Moyes XT145 int, as new, 50 hrs, yellow & blue US,
white TS, $1,800 ono. Airborne Fun 160 nov, as
new, 8 hrs, $2,800 ono. Moyes Flex harness, new,
5’2”-5’6”, blue & yellow, hardly used, $500 ono.
Uvex Helmet, sml, $100. Ph: Pat 02 49551669;
<patricia@idl.net.au>.
For the below equipment contact Jason
on <jasonturner@iprimus.com.au>
or ph/fax 02 4963 7070:
Harnesses: 1 x Moyes Contour, suit 180cm slim/
medium build, single slider riser, black, $900. 1 x
Dynamic Flight Stealth II, suit 175cm medium build,
dual slider risers, black with blue pocket, $900. Both
in new condition.

Victoria
Desire 151 adv, late ‘94, 40 hrs, as new, crispy sail,
light colours, easy to handle & fast glider, $900. Also,
batten profile, manual, spare battens & LE stiffeners
for Combat II 152, $150. Ph: Steve 03 98766227.
Shark 156 adv, 100 hrs, EC, US red & white, spare
DT, $2,900. Ph: 0408 154156; <sbayley@
iprimus.com.au>.
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Moyes CSX5 adv, red & white US, white Power-Rib
mainsail. This glider is in VGC & flies extremely well.
Includes owner’s manual & batten profile, $3,850
ono. Ph: 03 97621364.

Queensland
Aeros Stealth KPL2 151 adv, dark blue US, white
TS, new May 2000, handles & glides same as
Litespeed, carbon fibre speedbar, aero & car tows
well, GC, $4,000. Ph: 07 55434047.
Airborne Shark 156 adv, grey & lilac US, white TS,
$1,800. Also, Aussie Skins-D Scott Racer harness,
suit 5’8”-6’ pilot, green/yellow, $250.
Ph: 0407 463668.
Airborne Shark 156 adv, 100 hrs, great cond,
spares, big boy’s toy, $2,500. Moyes SX6 adv,
90 hrs, in top cond, great for the light days! $2,400.
Explorer Powered harness, 30 hrs, carbon prop, prop
brake, fly all day every day! $3,900. Ph: Clint 0415
181042; 07 47747650.
Moyes Sonic 165 int, blue LE, blue & red US, white
TS, speed bar, GC, flies beautifully, great thermalling,
easy to land. 50 hrs in GC, with batten profile, spare
outer LE. Sell for $2,600.
Ph: Cameron 07 38913457; 0419 706326.
Moyes SX6 adv, Mylar sail. Straight, sweet glider. 60
hrs this pilot, not much more before that. GC. Comes
with lucky spare DT. Photo available by email.
$2,700. Ph: 07 39017401; 0417 766 356;
<texdoc@bigpond.com>.

Paragliders & Equipment
New South Wales
Airwave Alto 27m2 (75-100kg Acpul), genuine 130
hrs, yellow. Well maintained, EC. Will fit with Alto
Sport risers if preferred, $1,500 ono. Ph: Andy
02 95252133 (w); 02 95232801 (h); <amhoward@
bigpond.com>.
For the below equipment contact Jason
on <jasonturner@iprimus.com.au>
or ph/fax 02 4963 7070:
Firebird ‘AT’ DHV1-2. Two for sale. 1 x small, suit
55-70kg, 20 hrs use, $2,600. 1 x medium, suit
65-80kg, 5 hrs use, $3,000. Both are immaculate
royal blue with a white tip. Low drag risers, split ‘A’
s. Performance you can handle.

Victoria
Nova X-Act DHV1-2, large 95-130kg, 50 hrs,
immaculate cond, harness, stuff bag. Perfect flyer,
$2,500. Ph: 03 98991735.

South Australia
Flight Design B4 32 adv, 60 hrs, yellow, $1,800.
Garmin II PLUS GPS, new, $550. Email: <wallner@
chariot.net.au>.

Western Australia
Edel Atlas DHV1-2, L (95-110), 75 hrs, white, poros
ity & line checked written report, VGC, $2,200. Ph:
John 08 91681824; <raptor889@
hotmail.com>.

Wanted

For the below equipment contact Jason
on <jasonturner@iprimus.com.au> or ph/fax
02 4963 7070: Hang gliding cocoon harness
(full length apron), suit 175-182cm. Must be
in good condition. Price negotiable.

High Adventure Airpark

For the following items contact Lee Scott on 1800
063 648 or email: <leescott@highadventure.
com.au> or see [www.highadventure.com.au].
Airborne Microlight 582 WC Wizard wing, full
instruments & full covers, always hangared, never
been broken down, has aerotow system & fourblade Brolga prop. Will sell with a license for
$28,000 or $26,000 without license. Worth over
$32,000 new & has 95 original hours.
Payout Winches: Made for HG & PG; robust, reliable
& with an automatic line layer, perfect for individual
or club from $3,200. See our web site on [www.
highadventure.com.au/Winches.html].
Flying Suits: We have the new Firebird flying suits
for HG & PG, made from the latest new age material,
Porotex. Has a nice soft feeling making movement
easy & comfortable in flight, water resistant &
breathes without loosing body heat. Suits from
$250-$350.
Paragliders: We have new & demo wings in stock.
Trade up! We guarantee the best trade-in on your
wing. Save $$$ on our demo wings. The new Matrix
comes with new built-in tow system on the riser,
plus the new Hornet that was highly praised by the
DHV test pilots. Quality assured.
Paragliding Harnesses: Trade-in the old for the new.
We have a selection of four different harnesses to
choose from NOW!
FUN Demos: Save $$$ on our Funs with as little as
10-15 hours flight time on them. Give us a call.
Aerotow & Winch Tow Endorsements: Contact us
for our schedules.
Tandem Paragliders: Two in stock, from as low as
$2,800 in excellent condition. One Prime tandem
(blue) & one Firebird Choice. Like new.
Sting 2 154 XC & Sting 154 XC: Sting 2 in excellent
cond $3,100, & Sting XC $1900 in good cond.
Moyes Xtreme Harness suit 5’10”, sell for $500.
Advertise your flight gear for free online
on [www.highadventure.com.au/skyshop].
Find where everyone is selling their gear from.
Pilots contact you directly, no commissions
or fees attached – it’s FREE!

WINDWERKS

SPORT WINDSOCKS: Portable windsocks/selfstanding models available. Easy set-up in
two minutes. Sizes range from 90cm-3.5m.
Pivot kits available for permanent mounting.
Contact WINDWERKS for a fact sheet.
Ph: 03 63523429; Fax: 03 63523829;
Email: <keastman@tassie.net.au>.
November 2001

GFA Classifieds
NOTICE TO ALL AG/SS ADVERTISERS
All advertisements for Australian Gliding are now
being handled by Angel Administration.
All advertisements and payments can be sent to
Angel Administration at the following:
The Gliding Federation of Australia/Advertising
P.O. Box 1163, Penrith BC, NSW 2751.
Ph: 0407 593 192 Fax: 02 4739 0185.
Email: <frowe@optusnet.com.au>
Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution
(300dpi at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats.
Photographs may be provided in either photo print or
slides. Disk photographs are not suitable.
Photographs, slides or disks may be returned.
Please include a self-addressed and stamped enve
lope for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or
credit card).
Don’t forget Classifieds deadline is the 25th of the
month, for publication 5 weeks hence.

Sailplanes
Single-Seaters
Blanik L-13 WVF 5,000 hourly & 20 yearly com
pleted. Fresh Form 2, good condition, incl. enclosed
trailer. $15,000 ono. Ph: 07 4946 6453.
IS28B2 IUJ for sale with leaseback option,
maintained to the highest standard by T & J
Sailplanes, 20 yearly completed July 2001, 7000
hrs, no prangs, NO WINCH LAUNCHES, Borgelt B50,
Terra TX720, rigging tools, etc. Sorry, no trailer as
we need it for the other two. $30,000. Ph: Don 0246
531146, assistance with delivery can be negotiated.
Jantar STD 2 UKU Fitted with winglets, sealed &
complete with 4.3 L Nav, Microair 720ch radio, Joey
& aluminium clad trailer. $28,000. This was the best
performing Jantar at the recent World Club Class
championships in Adelaide. Ph: Ken Horlock 02 4657
1505 (h) or 0418 163 307.
Nimbus II in excellent condition. Good performance
at an affordable price. Enclosed trailer, chute. Ph: 03
5027 9249.
Nimbus 3 25.5 Excellent condition, 1,650 hrs.
Refurbished, tailtank, S-Nav with mini instruments &
chute. Komet clamshell trailer. Make an offer.
Contact Kathryn 03 9762 7658 (h) or 03 8627 8629
(w).
Standard Austria VH-GUN Only one in Australia,
resprayed & in excellent condition. Form 2. Nego
tiable in price. Fully enclosed trailer in VGC. Sale due
to ill health. $12,000. Ph: Tim 02 6248 5159 or
0402 074 062.
Vintage Grunau IV GHK Totally overhauled. New
fabric & paint to stits manual. 7 years of C of A, new
canopy, basic instruments. Icom radio,
two-man rigging, tow-out gear, dolly wheel,
full covers, fully enclosed trailer, hangared
at Corowa. All inclusive price $7,000 ono.
Ph: W. Wolf on 02 6027 1880 or 0407 271 880.
Would consider suitable syndicate.

Single-Seater Tow Plane
Callair 250 HP Excellent condition. All Ad’s done. Ph:
Peter Johnson 0413 309177 or 03 57985525 (h).
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JAXIDA – condensation-free
ALL WEATHER COVERS
For gliders and motor aircraft
 K
 eeps your aircraft clean and dry
even if left outside in the rain
 Self-polishing action in the wind

 UV-coated

JAXIDA COVER

Design reg. 43 46 35

Pat. No. 93 00 546

Verner Jaksland, Strandmøllevej 144, DK-4300 Holbæk • Tel: + 45 59 44 07 25 • Fax: + 45 59 44 06 09

E-mail: jaxida@jaxida.dk • Internet: www.jaxida.com
Two-Seater Motor Gliders
For Sale: Dimona H-36’s & a Grob 109, price range
$40,000 to $80,000 (condition & option-dependant).
Contact Craig at Glidair Services on 07 3277 2570
or <Glidair_CraigTuit@bigpond.com> for further
details & inspection.

Hang Glider Tug
Moyes Dragonfly Good condition. Rotax motor,
three-axis control, flies really slow (25mph). Lots of
grunt for towing hang gliders all day. Includes all
towing gear. Offers. Ph: 02 6732 3306.

General
The Gliding Club of Victoria offers for sale the
following items due to a fleet restructure & to
make way for new gliders:
1. Hornet H206 VH-GMW with trailer, radio & basic
instruments, fair condition, REDUCED TO A$12,000
ono.
2. SZD Junior VH-XOA with basic instruments, no
radio, no trailer, new canopy, REDUCED TO A$19,000
ono.
3. IS28B2 damaged in heavy landing basic instru
ments & radio, no trailer, $10,000 ono.
4. Arrow canopy $500 (never used).
5. IS28B2 (two piece) canopy front piece little used,
main piece as new, never used $700.
6. Kestrel canopy front piece $400.
7. Hornet canopy front piece $500.
For further details contact Bob Gray, ph: 03 5762
1058, email: <gevbob@hotmail.com>.
Waikerie International Soaring Centre is looking for
two instructors for next season (beginning
December to end March). Hours are from Monday to
Friday with some weekend work. Accommodation is
provided and a remuneration package will be
negotiated. Enquiries to <wisc@
riverland.net.au> or ph: 08 8541 2644.

Instruments and Equipment
NEW PARACHUTES: Short pack ATL M88/90 $1,925.
Slim line long pack ATL 88/92-S $1,995 includes
GST. Airborne Avionics P/L ph: 02 6889 2733, fax:
02 6889 2933, email: <hartley@avionics.com.au>.
SAVE! SAVE! ICOM IC-A22E VHF/VOR Handheld
comm includes GA headset adaptor. Save $100
special price: $680 includes GST. Airborne Avionics
P/L ph: 02 6889 2733, fax: 02 6889 2933, email:
<hartley@avionics.com.au>.

MAKE AN OFFER: PZL Mini Vario PR-04, B-21 mini
vario back-up batteries/dual speed, Joey B-1 data
recorder with laptop computer, Turn & Slip with
regulator, Eds oxygen system, Airpath C2300 com
pass, Total Energy probe. All in good working
condition. Ph: 02 6889 2733 or fax: 02 6889 2933.
GREAT PRICES: Garmin handheld GPS: E-trek’s
yellow $340, Venturer green $430, Legend blue
$590, Vista silver $835, 12 XL $506 , Pilot 11 plus
$528. New stock, price includes GST. Ph: 02 6889
2733 or fax: 02 6889 2933.
FILSER INSTRUMENTS LX20-2000 large
screen GPS datalogger, final glide & wind.
LX-Colibri compact affordable datalogger,
also LX5000, LX6000 flight computers.
ATR57 panel mount VHF radio – easy to use.
“See You” advanced flight analysis software.
Upgrades available. LUKE DODD (07) 3841 6083,
<LKDodd@bigpond.com.au>.

Gliding Publications

AUSTRALIAN HOMEBUILT SAILPLANE ASSOCIATION:
James Garay, 3 Magnolia Ave, Kings Park VIC 3021. Ph: 03
93673694, [www.geocities.com/capecanaveral/
hangar/3510].
FREE FLIGHT: Bi-monthly journal of the Soaring
Association of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian
soaring scene & relevant international news & articles.
$US26 for one year, $47 for two years, $65
for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Road Ottawa, Ontario
K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.
SOARING: Official monthly journal of the Soaring Society of
America Inc, PO Box 2100, Hobbs, NM 88241 USA. Foreign
subscription rates (annually): $US43 surface delivery;
$US68 premium delivery.
SAILPLANE AND GLIDING: The only authoritative British
magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4 pages of fasci
nating material & pictures with colour. Available from the
British Gliding Association, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way,
Leicester, England. Annual subscription for six copies
£17.50.
SAILPLANE BUILDER: Monthly magazine of the
Sailplane Homebuilders Association. $US29 (airmail $US46)
to 21100 Angel St, Tehachapi, CA 93561 USA.
TECHNICAL SOARING/OSTIV: Quarterly publication
of SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers. Annual
subscription: 70DM. OSTIV c/- DFVLR, D82234 Wessling,
Germany.
GLIDING KIWI: Official bi-monthly publication of the New
Zealand Gliding Association, edited by John Roake.
Specialises in up-to-date overviews of the world soaring
scene & Omarama the NZ base for many of the current
World Records. $A44 annually (Send A$25 for 12 months
back issues). New Zealand Gliding Kiwi, Private Bag,
Tauranga, NZ.
AIRBORNE MAGAZINE: Covering all facets of Australian
& New Zealand modelling. The best value modelling
magazine. Now $60pa for six issues.
Plans & other special books available. PO Box
30, Tullamarine, VIC 3043.
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HGFA Addresses
Any change of club details MUST
be sent to the HGFA office. The
information will be updated in Skysailor
only after notification has been received
by the HGFA office.
All correspondence, including
changes of address, membership
renewals, short term member
ships, rating forms and other administrative
matters should be sent to:

 Hang Gliding Federation of Australia
HGFA Office Manager: Margaret Crane
Administration: Colleen Lacrosse
& Karina Thatcher
PO Box 558, Tumut NSW 2720,
ph: 02 69472888, fax: 02 69474328,
<office@hgfa.asn.au>
Board Members:
Rohan Grant (President, VP &
ASAC Delegate) 188 Bathurst St, Hobart TAS
7000, 03 62334405 (h), fax: 03 62243598,
<President@hgfa.asn.au>.
Michael Zupanc (Vice-President
& CIVL Delegate) 6 Sibyl St, Southport QLD
4215, 07 55325895 (h), 0408 662328,
<Vice_president@hgfa.asn.au>.
John Reynoldson (Treasurer)
68 Teddington St, Hampton VIC 3188,
03 95970527, fax: 03 95981302, <John_
Reynoldson@hgfa.asn.au>.
Rohan Holtkamp
RMB 236B Western Highway, Trawalla VIC
3373, ph/fax: 03 53492845, 0409 678734,
<Rohan_Holtkamp@hgfa.asn.au>.
Keith Lush
5 Fortune St, South Perth WA 6151, 08 9367
3479, 0418 534434, <keith.lush@hds.com>.
Bill Moyes
173 Bronte St, Waverley NSW 2024,
02 93875114, fax: 02 93693342, <Bill_
Moyes@hgfa.asn.au>.
Philip Pritchard
PO Box 734, Beenleigh QLD 4207, 0418
761193, <Phil_Pritchard@hgfa.asn.au>.
Brian Webb
PO Box 238, Bright VIC 3741, 0417 530972,
<alpcomp@netc.net.au>.
Rob Woodward
38 Addison Rd, Black Forest SA 5035, 08 8232
5405, 0408 808436, fax: 08 82237345, <rob_
woodward@ultimatepositioning.com.au>.
General Manager & Operations Manager:
Craig Worth
PO Box 71, Hallidays Point NSW 2430,
ph/fax: 02 65592713, 0418 657419,
<general_manager@hgfa.asn.au>.
Microlight Public Relations:
Paul Haines ph/fax: 02 42941031.
For information about site ratings, sites and
other local matters, contact the appropriate
state associations region or club.

States & Regions
ACTHGPA
PO Box 3496, Manuka ACT 2603; Pres: Steve
Foggett 0417 313 589 <sfoggett@
dc.com>; Sec: Mark Elston 0428 480820
<Mark.Elston@defence.gov.au>; Trs: Tony
Davidson 0500 883322 <td@silktel.com>;
Committee Members: John Chapman,
Michael Porter, Matt Davey, Brett Robinson;
SSO Peter Bowyer 0412 486114. Meetings:
1st Tue/month 7:30pm, Yamba Sports Club,
Phillip.
Hang Gliding Association of WA
PO Box 82, South Perth WA 6151; Admin:
Richard Williams 08 92943962, 0427 057961,
<rickandalice@hotmail.com>; PG Rep: Julian
McPherson 08 93881584 & David Humphrey
0418 954176; HG Rep: Michael Derry 08
92840750 (h) & Keith Lush 08 93673479 (h),
08 93679066 (w); Trike Rep: Graham
McDonald 08 93649226 (h), 0418
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910841; Trs: Phil Wainwright 08 92424483.
NSW Hang Gliding Association
Sec: Steve Hocking, 19 Gladswood Gardens,
Double Bay NSW 2028, ph/fax: 02 93274025,
<nswhga@s054.aone.net.au>.
North Queensland HG Association
12 Van Eldik Ave, Andergrove QLD 4740;
Pres: Graeme Beplate 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122, <sitework@mackay.net.au>;
Sec: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913.
South Australian HG Association
1 Sturt St, Adelaide SA 5000, ph: 08 8410
1391, fax: 08 82117115; Pres: Stuart McClure
08 82973452, <stuart.mcclure@adl.clw.
csiro.au; Sec: Mark Tyminski 08 83774570
(h), 08 84076621 (w), <marknjan@senet.
com.au>; Trs: Rob Woodward 08 82977532,
<benchpos@dove.net.au>.
Tasmanian Hang Gliding Association
PO Box 27, Rosny Park TAS 7018; Pres: Craig
Semple 0418 520991; Sec/Trs/State Co-ord:
Stephen Bayley 0408 154156.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 400, Prahran VIC 3181, [www.
vhpa.org.au/]. Pres: Geoff Tozer 03 9586
3208 (w); Sec: Sara Moser 03 98130449;
SSO: Rob Van Der Klooster 03 52223019.

Clubs
NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains Hang Gliding Club Inc
Pres: Peter Burkitt 0418 435204, <artisan@
sia.net.au; Sec: Jim Grant 02 47588625; Trs:
Allan Bush 02 47738037, <fairallan@pnc.com.
au>; SSO: Dave Petrie 02 47871610, <petrie@
lisp.com.au>; Allan Bush 02 47738037,
<fairallan@pnc.com.au>; Newsletter: Alan
Bond 02 98995351, <skybond@primus.com.
au>; Site Development Officers: Paul Hunt 02
47881409, <phunt@macquarie.com.au> &
Mark Madden 02 63612367. Meetings: 3rd
Wed/month, 7:30pm, Blue Cattledog Tavern,
Mamre Rd, St Clair.
Byron Bay Hang Gliding Club Inc
Pres: Andrew Polidano 0414 843510, <andrew@
byron-bay.com>; V-Pres: Brett Cook 02
66876907; Sec: Brian Rushton 0427 615950,
<byronair@optusnet.com>; Trs: Brian Braby
02 66280983, <bbraby10@scu.edu.au>; SSO
(HG): Brian Rushton 0427 615950; SSO (PG):
Lindsay Wooten 02 66854551, 0427 210993.
Meetings: 1st Wed/month 7pm, Byron Golf Club.
Hunter Skysailors
Pres: John Clifford 0438 302033;
Sec: Neil Bright 0412 689067.
Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc
Pres: Mark Ryan 0412 424760; Sec: Tim
Causer 02 42948110, <timcau@ozemail.
com.au>; SSO: James Nathaniel 02 4262
7677, 0413 737077.
Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
Web page [www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres:
James Ryrie 02 62359120, <rymicalago@
netspeed.com.au>; V-Pres: Nigel Hack 02
64576452, <freexoz@snowy.net.au>; Sec:
Charles Palmer 02 62925664, <palmerc@
charlespalmer.net>; SSO: Heinz Gloor
02 64567171.
Manilla SkySailors Club Inc
[www.mss.org.au]. Pres: Brian Shepherd 02
67852182; Sec/Trs: Felix Burkhard
02 67751050, <felixb@xyon.com.au>;
SSO (HG): Patrick Lenders 02 67783484; SSO
(PG): Godfrey Wenness 02 67856545, Trikes:
Willi Ewig 02 67697771.
Mid North Coast Hang Gliding Association
Pres: Lee Scott 02 65565265;
SSO: Dale Davis 02 65597716.
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; Pres:
Tascha McLellan 02 49278867 (h), <tascha.
conrad@hunterlink.net.au>; V-Pres: Brad
Cootes; Sec: Pat Roberts 02 49551669; Trs:
Bill Olive 02 49213804; Newsletter: Jason
Turner <jasonturner@iprimus.com.au>; SSO:
Coastal – Jason Turner ph/fax: 02 49637070
(h), 0419 997196, Inland – John O’Donoghue

02 49549084. Meetings:
Last Wed/month, Souths Leagues Club.
Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc
Pres: Mark Robertson 0427 702864, <Robbos71@
hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Angus Evenden 02
99978777, 0416 205025, <creation@tpg.com.
au>; Sec: Nils Vesk 02 99382963; Trs: Jim
Gaal 02 99977704, 0414 799822, <jimg@acay.
com.au>; SSO: Mike Eggleton 02 94517127,
Forrest Park 02 94502674, Glenn Salmon
02 99180091. Meetings: 1st Tue/month, 7pm,
Mona Vale Bowling Club.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres:
Rob Lepre 02 42948694, <pepielepre@one.
net.au>; Sec: Angela Johnson 02 42683748;
Trs: Joe Fussell 02 42943942; Events Co-ord:
Jules Sanderson 02 42943092; Site Manager:
Steve Pick 02 42944195; SSO: Jamie Cannon
0410 686232, Steve Pick (PG) 02 42943072.
QUEENSLAND
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Ken Wright 07 4093 7028; V-Pres:
Russell Krautz; Sec: Lance Keough 07 4091
2117, 31 Holm St, Atherton QLD 4883; Trs:
Nev Akers 07 40532586 (h), 07 40512438 (w).
Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.
triptera.com.au/canungra]. Pres: Jon Durand Snr
<durand@ausinfo.com.au>, 07 55333596;
V-Pres: John Ripley <rip_ripley@hotmail.
com>, 07 32898275, 0417 507906; Sec:
John Tree <jst@winshop.com.au>, 07
55354259, 0417 607191; Trs: Shirley Lake
<chgctreas@
mac.com>, 07 55434047; General Executive
Member: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld.gov.au>, 07 32534239 (w), 07
38448566 (h); Newsletter Editor: Ros Taber
<rostab@aol.com>, 07 33490393, 60 Wanda
Rd, Mt Gravatt QLD 4122; SSO: Andrew
Horchner <afactor@gil.com.au>, 0412 807516.
Central Queensland Skyriders Inc
PO Box 1428 Yeppoon QLD 4703; Pres: Bob
Pizzey 07 49387607; Sec: Grayden Long 07
49397701; SSO: Geoff Craig 07 49923137;
Paul Barry 07 49922865.
Conondale XC Flyers Club Inc
13 Cottman St, Buderim QLD 4556; Pres:
Bruce Crerar 07 54451897; Sec: Graham
Sutherland 07 54935882; Trs: Annie Crerar 07
54451897; SSO (HG): John Blaine 07
54948779; SSO (PG): Graham Sutherland 07
54935882.
Dalby Hang Gliding Club Inc
16 Lunga St, Carina QLD 4152; Pres: Bob
Keen 07 46639770; Sec: Damien Gates (SSO)
07 39017401, 0417 766356, <texdoc@
bigpond.com>; Trs: Jason Reid 07 33941129.
South East Queensland Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Peter Beard 07 33487150,
<Peter_Beard@msn.com.au>
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Phil Lewis
0412 739302; Sec/SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille
0418 754157; ; Trs: Michael Powell 07 5442
5568; SSO (HG): David Cookman 07 54498573.
Townsville Hang Gliding Association Inc
Pres: Clint Smith 07 47747650; Sec: David
McMahon, 07 4772 3858, PO Box 103,
James Cook University, Townsville QLD 4811;
Trs: Graeme Beplate 07 47732913; SSO:
Graham Etherton 0427 831797.
Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club
Pres: David Nash 07 49531817; Sec: Ron Hux
hagen 07 49552913, fax: 07 49555122, <sitework
@mackay.net.au>; PG contact: Graeme Lee
07 49546726, <gdsrlee@hotmail.com>.
VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Darren Brown 03 5222 8625; Sec: Tony
Hughes 03 52437661; Trs: Greg Holt; SSO:
Ted Remeika; Rob Van Der Klooster 03 5222
3019, <hrt@deakin.edu.au>; Meetings: 1st
Fri/month, venue web site [vhpa.org.au/dyna].

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc
Formerly Eastern HG Club, [www.vhpa.org.
au/melbourne/], <melbourne@vhpa.org.au>).
Pres: Andrew Medew 0413 433537; SSO:
Geoff Tozer 03 97583250, Kevin Grosser
0419 022225. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month at
6:30pm at the Palace Hotel, 893 Burke Rd,
Camberwell (opposite railway station).
North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club Inc
[www.home.aone.net.au/gilbert/nevhc.htm]
Pres: Bill Graham 03 57501828; Sec: Sarah
Nicholas ph/fax 03 57551040; Trs: Gavin
Hanlon; SSO: Karl Texler. Meetings:
1st Thu/month, Alpine Hotel, Bright.
Sky High Paragliding Club
<skyhigh@vhpa.org.au>; Pres: Geoff Guest
<gguest@fox.net.au>; V-Pres: John Styles
<jdstyles@hotmail.com>; Sec: Zoltan Toth
<fishhead@netspace.net.au>; Trs: Barbara
Scott <bscott@iprimus.com.au>; Committee
Members: Hakim Mentes <hmentes@
ozemail.com.au>, Jamie Harrington <jamie
@sasprotocol.com.au>, Duncan Caswell
<Duncan.Caswell@worley.com.au>, Sharon
Gingell-Kent <gingellk@anz.com>. Meetings:
1st Wed/month 8pm, Retreat Hotel, 226
Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
Southern Cross Paragliding Inc
[http://fly.to/southernx]; Pres: Gary Clarkson
0419 319948, 34 Rose St, McKinnon VIC
3204. Meetings: Last Wed/month.
Southern Microlight Club
Pres: Mark Howard 03 97511480, 0418 533731,
fax 03 97511584; V-Pres: Kel Glare; Sec: Ben
De Jong; Trs: Dianne Pierpoint. Meetings: 2nd
Tue/month 8pm, various venues.
Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
Pres: Stephen Norman 03 98536554,
<ursula@starnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Glen
Bachelor 0419 324730; Sec: Nathan Grieve
03 53673106, 0408 673102; <nathan_grieve
@yahoo.com>; Trs: Phillip Campbell 03
53313812, 0419 302850, <campbell@giant.
net.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp 03 5349
2845. Meetings: Last Sat/month, The Golden
Age Hotel, Beaufort.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany Hang Gliding Club
Pres & SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0407
950536; Sec: John Middleweek 0417
412710, 08 9841 2096, fax: 08 98412096.
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc
Club message bank 08 94875253; [www.
cygnus.uwa.edu.au/~madmike/paraglid.
html]; <cloudbase@paragliding.org>; Pres:
Dave Humphrey 08 95745440, 0418 954176,
<paradive@avon.net.au>; Sec: Michael Dufty
08 93823036, 0417 923741 <madmike@
cygnus. uwa.edu.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/
month 8pm, Sportsmans Association,
Woodsome, Mt Lawley.
Hill Flyers Club WA
Pres/SSO: Rick Williams 08 92943962, 0427
057961, <rickandalice@hotmail.com>; Sec/
Trs: Dave Longman 08 93859469; Committee
Member: Mike Thorn 08 92988174; 0409
901500. Meetings: Last Wed/month, 7:30pm,
“Cascades” Bistro and Function Centre, 231
Guilford Rd, Maylands.
South West Microlight Club
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: Don
Wilson 08 97641007; Sec: Paul Coffey 08
97251161; CFI: Brendan Watts 0408 949004.
Western Soarers Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915, [www.
iinet.net.au/~navi]; Pres: Phil Wainwright
<pwainwright@iqpc.net.au>; V-Pres: Daryl
Speight 08 93568195, <Daryl.Speight@kbjv.
com>; Sec: Geoff Smith 08 9223 2323, <geoff.
smith@jhg.com.au>; Trs: Graeme Sharp 08
9445 7044, <GSharp@stotthoare.com.au>;
SSO: Mark Stokoe 08 9581 3572; Events &
Promotion: Krista Gaunt 08 9348 4246,
<Krista.Gaunt@woodside.com.au>. Meetings:
1st Wed/month 7:30pm, The Irish Club, 61
Townshend Rd, Subiaco.
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GFA Clubs

NEW SOUTH WALES
Australian Air League
1 Perry St, Kings Langley NSW 2147, ph: 02 9674 2551.
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795, ph: 02 6337 1180 (week
ends & public holidays only), email <pbowring@bigfoot.com>.
Byron Power Gliding Club
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481, ph: 02 6684 7627, email
<byrongliding@hotmail.com>, web [www.byrongliding.com].
Central Coast Soaring
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250, ph: 02 4977 2740.
Concordia Gliding Club
231 Stanmore Rd, Stanmore NSW 2048, ph: 0412 145 144.
Cudgegong Soaring
199 Stucco Rd, Gulgong NSW 2852, ph: 02 6374 2444.
Forbes Soaring Club
PO Box 267, Forbes NSW 2871, ph: 02 6852 2329.
Goulburn Gliding Group
PO Box 69, Goulburn NSW 2580, ph: 02 4821 4271.
Grafton Gliding
11 Lighthouse Cres., Emerald Beach NSW, ph: 02 6654 1779.
Harden Gliding Club
PO Box 24, Harden NSW 2587, ph: 02 6886 2275.
Hunter Valley Gliding
PO Box 9, Newcastle NSW 2300, ph: 02 9534 2884.
Kentucky Flying Club
PO Box 43, Newport Beach NSW 2106, ph: 02 6778 7345.
Lake Keepit Soaring
PO Box 152, South Tamworth NSW 2340, ph: 02 6769 7514.
Leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705, ph: 02 6962 7210.
Orana Soaring Club
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821, ph: 02 6889 2733.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base Richmond NSW 2755, ph: 02 4579 1165.
RAAF Williamtown
RAAF Base Williamtown NSW 2314, ph: 02 4964 5062
R.A.N.G.A.
PO Box A37, Naval Air Base Nowra NSW 2540,
ph: 02 4424 1333 or 02 4256 6018.
Scout Association of NSW Gliding Wing
15 Harrison Ave., Eastwood NSW 2122, ph: 02 9874 0578.
Soar Narromine
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821, ph: 02 6889 1856.
Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570, ph: 02 4655 8882.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666, ph: 02 6977 2733.
Tumbarumba Gliding Club
Mundaroo, Tumbarumba NSW 2653, ph: 02 6948 5283.
Tumut Gliding Club
PO Box 112, Tumut NSW 2720, ph: 02 6947 1148.
Wagga Wagga Gliding Club
25 Beauty Point Ave., Wagga Wagga 2650, ph: 02 6925 2276.
Warrumbungle Gliding Club
Kirriwa Gilgandra NSW 2827, ph: 02 6795 4333.
ACT
Canberra Gliding Club
PO Box 1130, Canberra City ACT 2601, ph: 02 6452 3994.
QUEENSLAND
Boonah Gliding Club
PO Box 107, Boonah QLD 4310, ph: 07 5463 0190.
Bundaberg Gliding Club
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670, ph: 07 4155 3158.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510, ph: 0418 713 903.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700, ph: 07 4937 1381.
Darling Downs Gliding Club
PO Box 584, Toowoomba QLD 4350, ph: 07 4663 7140.
Gympie Soaring
PO Box 103, Gympie QLD 4570, ph: 07 5486 7247.
Kingaroy Soaring
PO Box 91, Kingaroy QLD 4610, ph: 07 4162 2191.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, ph: 07 4773 3542.
North Queensland Soaring
PO Box 5790, Townsville 4810, ph: 07 4773 3542.
QAIR Training Corp
PO Box 698, Booval QLD 4304, ph: 014 984 752.
Southern Downs Soaring
PO Box 144, Warwick QLD 4370, ph: 07 3378 1717.
Tarwan Soaring
PO Box 34, Wandoan QLD 4419, ph: 07 4627 4080.
VICTORIA
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689, ph: 018 691 611.
Beauford Gliding Club
7 Chapman St, Footscray VIC 3011, ph: 03 9687 6691.

Bendigo Gliding Club
62 Lawson St, Bendigo VIC, ph: 03 5443 9169.
Corangamite Soaring
Kurweeton, Derrinallum VIC 3325, ph: 03 5593 9277.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340, ph: 03 5369 5125.
Gliding Club of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3672, ph: 03 5762 1058.
Grampian Soaring
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, ph: 03 5352 4240.
Latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840.
Mangalore Gliding Club
PO Box 80, Avenel VIC 3664, ph: 03 5798 5512.
Mt Beauty Gliding Club
44 Roper St, Mount Beauty VIC 3699, ph: 03 5754 4096.
RAAF East Sale Gliding Club
9 Weir St, Sale VIC 3851, ph: 03 5144 2362.
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953, ph: 03 5664 2300.
Stawell Gliding Club
20 Jones St, Stawell VIC 3380, ph: 03 5358 2713.
Sportavia Soaring
PO Box 78, Tocumwal NSW 2714, ph: 03 5874 2063.
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura. Vic 3500, ph: 03 5025 7335.
Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah Vic 3594, ph: 03 5037 6688.
Victorian Motorless Flight Group
GPO Box 1096J, Melbourne 3001, ph: 03 5369 5125.
Wimmera Soaring
PO Box 158, Horsham. Vic 3402, ph: 03 5382 3491.
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Adelaide Hills Soaring
PO Box 1, Bridgewater SA 5155, ph: 08 8534 4011.
Adelaide Soaring
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, ph: 08 8522 1877.
Adelaide University Gliding Club
Sports Assoc. Uni of Adelaide SA 5005, ph: 08 8826 2203.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461, ph: 08 8864 5062.
Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro, SA 5356,
ph: 08 8564 0240, email <brynw@senet.com.au>.
Blanchtown Gliding Club
12 Altona Road, Modbury SA 5092, ph: 08 8556 2240.
Bordertown-Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268, ph: 08 8752 1321.
Gawler Gliding Club
PO Box 274, Lyndoch SA 5351, ph: 08 8524 4595.
Lake Bonney Gliding Club
PO Box 243, Barmera SA 5345, ph: 08 8588 2758.
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280, ph: 08 8739 3235.
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1277, Victor Harbour SA 5211, ph: 08 8554 3543.
Port Augusta Gliding Club
PO Box 272, Port Augusta SA 5700, ph: 08 8643 6228.
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341, ph: 08 8585 1422.
SA AIR TC
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108, ph: 08 8258 8026.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, ph: 08 8541 2644.
Whyalla Gliding Club
PO Box 556, Whyalla SA 5600, ph: 08 8645 0355.
TASMANIA
Tasmania Soaring
PO Box 24, Ross TAS 7209, ph: 03 6255 2191.
NORTHERN TERRITORY
Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 0871, ph: 08 8952 6384.
North Australia Gliding Club.
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 0821, ph: 08 8985 5330.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Beverley Soaring
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304, ph: 08 9646 1015.
Gliding Club of Western Australia
356 Abernethy Rd, Cloverdale WA 6105, ph: 08 9635 1023.
Morawa Flying Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, ph: 08 9972 3022.
Mt Newman Gliding Club
PO Box 119, Newman WA 6753, ph: 08 91`75 2434.
Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312, ph: 0407 088 314.
Stirlings Gliding Club
Post Office, Lower King WA 6330, ph: 08 9828 2119.
WA Air Training Corp
300 Vincent St, Leederville WA 6007, ph: 08 9444 0522.

Cambridge
Aero
Instruments
World Leader in
Soaring Navigation
Discounted 302 Varios:

Just arrived in stock, the very latest
combined digital pressure transducer
vario and secure flight logger from
Cambridge. High quality, very com
pact and more user-friendly than
ever. The first unit to each state will
come at a discount of 20%.

Pocket-Nav + 302:

Latest Compaq Aero Pocket PC to
combine with 302 vario for a totally
integrated flight computer system.
Moving map display, final glide
calculations, true vector winds and
6000 waypoint storage. No more
boxes to hand in for vrification, just
carry a credit card sized flashcard in
your pocket! Same deal, first one
sold in each state is less 20%.

GPS-Navs in stock:

The most trusted navigation and
flight recording system available.
Can be operated with Pocket-PC for
very affordable moving map display.
Until Christmas you will pay 10%
less for all GPS-Navs.

L-Nav available
at reduced price:

One only L-Nav fully optioned,
brand new with all hardware, 57mm
vario readout in knots, new software
– $2,700 including GST. This is
CRAZY! Don’t miss out.

Same friendly, efficient and
prompt after-sales service that
you always expect from
Cambridge – no charge!
Bruce Taylor
“The Hill”
Kentucky NSW 2354
Ph/Fax: (02) 6778 7345
Mob: 0428 787 349
Email: BruceLouise@bigpond.com.au

Try: www.cambridge-aero.com

