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Anthony sets up
Photo: Carolyn Ives

Sign-off Flight

Wow, that’s it! I’ve done it!
I think of what I’ve just achieved, lying
shaded under my open wing waiting for my
instructor, a “thank heavens” smile on my
face. But something’s wrong. I thought my
sign-off flight would feel a little more rewarding than this. Deep down I know why; it
wasn’t the best of my high glides. Launch was
good, flight handling great, but my judgement
on when to leave the ridge and descend to
the bomb-out was off. If I hadn’t headed over
that tin roof hoping a thermal would kick
off (and luckily one did) I would have fallen
short. A mistake I’ll never make again.
Amazing what a difference one turn can make.
The Journey Begins

My story started a couple of years ago after
a chance meeting with one of my father’s
workmates, Stephen Prasser, who had been
invited to my family home for dinner. Earlier
April 2006

I had received a strange phone call from my
younger sister insisting I come over that
night to dine, realising when I arrived that
I was there mainly for moral support. My
sister, being single, felt a little awkward at
having a single male at her table. (A lot of
you may have heard of Steve, being that
legendary hang glider pilot that somehow
missed out on a retrieve at Manilla and subsequently had to walk 70km through the
night with only two jelly babies to keep him
alive, arriving back when his mates were
waking and saying, “Let’s go mate, it’s going
to be a boomer of a day! What happened to you
last night?”) Over dinner Steve mentioned
a few things about his life, including his
mammoth kayak journey from Brisbane to
Sydney to raise money for cancer research.
Admirable, I thought, but it wasn’t until he
said he also flew hang gliders that I thought,
‘Hey, cool!’ For the rest of that night, as my
sister batted her eyelids, I pumped Steve for

more hang gliding information. I’m not sure
if it’s the same for others, but till then hang
gliding to me had always been one of those
mythical sports, only seen in photos and the
occasional TV clip. I love flight. I always have,
and the following weekend found myself
sitting alone on the side of Tamborine Mountain watching in total awe as these mystical
birdmen flew from the hill. I decided then
that this was something I wanted to be part
of, and from that point I found it hard to
think of anything else. That evening not
only saw the beginning of my love for hang
gliding, but also that of my little sister’s love
for Stephen and his for her. Aaah! (A love
worth mentioning, as it is still strong today.)
I then met an extremely enthusiastic
young fellow named Jay Longden, who was
trying to start up his new gliding school,
Cloud Base Productions. After speaking with
Jay on a few occasions I decided to take the
plunge and start a one-on-one course over
what I thought would be around nine days.
Previously Jay had given me a couple of hang
gliding DVDs produced by himself and
mate Jonny Durand Jnr, one being the
‘Canungra Classic 2003’, the other ‘Manilla
2004’. They didn’t leave my player for three
months. I watched them continuously, to
the point I knew every pilot by name and
could describe each of their gliders by brand,
colour and model.
My first day training was an unforgettable experience. After getting the initial
theory out of the way we proceeded to what
was deservedly named Murderers Gully. I
remember feeling quite daunted at the sheer
size of the Fun 190; picking up the wing was
a little difficult. I don’t know whether it was
just nerves, or the February heat in the still,
hot, densely cow-populated property, but the
uprights just slipped though my hands. After
applying a little grip tape, I was on my first
airborne three second flight. With cows
stampeding around me trying to escape, I
was amazed at just how easy the wing flew…
then how quickly it could crash. The first

Jay gives Anthony a hang check
Photo: Carolyn Ives
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Anthony doing well
Photo: Carolyn Ives

day was torture, constantly dragging the
glider up the hill by the keel while Jay pushed
the nose (at least he told me he was pushing).
I knew there was no way I’d be doing this in
consecutive days (I was buggered!) so ended
up doing the following two lessons with a
week recovery in between. After my second
lesson I was starting to get my weight control right, but was still landing on my wheels.
My third lesson showed great improvement,
though Jay said he wouldn’t be throwing me
off Tambo until I was doing each glide perfectly. He wanted at least six in a row. Time
between that and my fourth lesson stretched
out over another two weeks. My first glide
on my fourth day was amazing – a perfect
launch, controlled glide and awesome flare.
We both looked at one another in humorous
awe and decided that perhaps leaving a longer break between lessons had been helpful.
I did eight more perfect flights and was
asked how I felt about flying Tambo the
following day. Yes! I said, a little nervously
but glad at the thought I’d never have to
travel the hour and a half to that smelly hot
cow paddock again.
T h e G r e at W a i t

About two years ago a good friend of mine
was killed in a motorcycle accident. At age
30 it was my first death experience and
affected me more than I could ever have
imagined. So much so, I found myself constantly thinking about the subject, thinking
how easily life can be taken away, and it was
this mental anguish that was reflected in
much of my hang gliding course experience.
The following day came and went with
conditions on the mountain not suited for
a first high glide. The following four months
saw the birth of the greatest spate of southeasterly winds that South-east Queensland
has ever seen. Every now and then it might
come good, but usually at a time that didn’t
suit our schedules, or often it was called off
at the last minute due to a change in conditions (normally when I had already started
the two hour drive to the hill). On one occasion I was set up, hooked in, and ready to
2
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make my move, when Huey bumped up his
presence. Having had a sleepless night the
evening prior and working myself up, I was
so keen to get off that I found myself yelling,
“Feel that Jay, it’s dying down a little, I can do
this!” In response, as he held on to the nose
with all his might, Jay yelled back, “No Ant,
I wouldn’t even launch in this.” No more said,
and I was quickly brought back to earth
without even leaving it. All this, combined
with where my thoughts were on life after
loosing my friend, made things extremely
difficult. In the end I found my new mental
challenge greater than that of my physical
one on the training hill. I would constantly
think of the worst thing that could happen
and all the risks involved. I still do. The only
cure I found was to think of the positives
and why I wanted to fly so badly. I became
what my brother would term a “hang glider
groupie”. Every chance I got I’d go to the
mountain, talk to other pilots, watch them
launch, fly and land. I’d note their mistakes
and remember their strengths. I’d do retrieves
and always, always kept dreaming. I even had
my own list of hang gliding songs I’d drift
off to and fantasise over. I’d browse the net
every night, download pictures, read stories
from around the globe, and once a month
would desperately wait for my new favourite
magazine, ‘Soaring Australia’. During this
time, after a lot of searching, I also bought
a secondhand Sting and harness. I’d often
make trips to the park, set it up, do some
runs, and pack it away. I even made my own
flight simulator out of a broom stick, stepladder, piece of rope, three sand bags and
a heap of shock straps. I’d spend hours hanging in it whilst practising my moves, and
once a member of the HGFA I proudly
sported my sticker on my car. This went on
for months and I still hadn’t done a single
high glide. I hadn’t even had a tandem! I was
scared that once in the air, I might decide
this wasn’t what I had hoped for.
Providentially enough, Jay bought himself a Fun 220 on which to get his tandem
endorsement. I told him if he needed a
guinea pig I was his man, and within a few
weeks found myself on Beechmont launch.
Leaving the mountain was a breeze and I
found myself screaming for joy. I loved it!
It was all I’d hoped it would be and more.
Everything went to plan and after landing
we were both ecstatic.
The next few weeks saw me assist in
three more tandems, then early one morning, five months and one week after my last
lesson, I finally found myself hooked-in and
ready to take my first solo leap of faith. I
tried convincing myself that I’d done this
a thousand times before, but still found the

odd butterfly in my stomach. As Jay nervously looked on from behind, radio in hand,
I picked my time and started my run. Launch
was perfect and Jay didn’t waste any time
letting me know. His calm voice relayed
everything he wanted me to remember –
“Light grip, wiggle those fingers, you’re doing
great!” Jay insists on having a pilot in the
bomb-out to talk you in on your first couple
of flights, and having met Russell Ferrier a
few times before I was more than happy for
him to take the job. Halfway to the bombout he took over; only problem was his voice
was barely audible, and the only word I
heard was “tree”. Remembering Jay’s instructions that the pilot is always in command,
I decided then and there I’d be landing this
sucker myself. After judging I wasn’t going to
have enough height for plan A (aircraft style
approach), I went to plan B and flew straight
over the only tree at the end of the bombout, circled once to loose height, pulled in
the bar and with perfect precision landed
right at Russ’s feet, dead centre of the field.
I took my helmet off and threw my sunnies
on the ground, laughing ecstatically as Russ
stretched out his hand. A quick handshake
and I threw my arms around him for a
manly pat on the back hug, whilst at the
same time standing on and breaking my
newly purchased Ray Bans. “Oh well, who
cares”, I shrugged.
“Hey Ant, well done dude!” Jay yelled over
the radio. I did two more perfect flights that
day, with the third seeing me circling and
climbing in my first thermal. Another three
weeks passed and I did my first prone glide,
and soon after was on the mountain setting
up for my final sign-off flight.
S i g n - o f f F l i g h t,
Ta k e T w o !

Yeeehaaa! Awesome! Sick! Sweeeet! That’s
more like it! A massive grin stretched from
one ear to the other. After being picked up
by Jay after my initial sign-off glide I decided
to have another flight. This time whilst setting up I was swamped by thousands of flying ants. Bloody annoying, but I looked at
it as a good omen and made sure I didn’t
swat any. Standing on launch with dozens
of spectator eyes fixed on me was a little
daunting, but for some reason I felt in total
control, as though I was somehow experienced. Running off the mountain was great.
The transition from hang to prone was
smooth and my timing onto the ridge perfect. I felt so calm, relaxed and at ease. And
instead of nervously traversing the ridge I
found myself seeking out and catching thermals. How cool was this! I didn’t want it to
end! It was at this moment I felt at one with
April 2006
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my wing, something I’d read about but till
now could only imagine. I thermalled up
above the mountain to 2,000ft, and rather
than nervously keeping my eyes completely
focused on the ground I found myself looking around and enjoying the view. I saw the
Gold Coast skyline and for the first time I
looked back at all those people watching me.
Smiling, I thought to myself, ‘Hey, I used to
be like you’. Jay in the meantime was busy
telling me how jealous he was and calling me
a thermal pig. I flew unassisted for about 20
minutes more before starting my 10-minute
glide to the bomb-out (this time with heaps
of height). Good approach, a little fumble

on landing but it didn’t seem to matter, I
was pumped! Totally ecstatic! I may not have
university degrees, been married, or created
life, but I have been able to achieve a dream,
a desire that on so many occasions could
have easily been cut short by my constant
negative thoughts. I’ve accomplished something most people are only able to watch
in wonder. It’s the greatest accomplishment
of my life. Twenty minutes later Jay turned
up with a couple of beers in hand. Again
a handshake quickly turned into a hug.
This is how I imagined it would be.
Jay brings a celebration beer after Anthony’s final sign-off flight
Photo: Anthony Singh (auto-timer)

HGFA News
Competition News
– Courtesy Moyes Delta Gliders
Jonny Durand Jnr does it again! For the sixth
consecutive year he has taken first place at the
NSW State Titles, held at Manilla 5 to 11 February
2006.
Jonny won only one of the four days, but
placed consistently in the top of the field every
day, finishing exactly 500 points clear of the field.
Congratulations again, Jonny!
RESULTS

1
2
3

Jon Durand Jnr
David Seib
Jon Gjerde

Moyes Litespeed S 4
Moyes Litespeed S 5
Moyes Litespeed S 4

NEW PRODUCTS
Niviuk Australia
WindWorks is proud to present the latest news
from Niviuk. After the huge success of their DHV
1-2 (the Hook, recently acclaimed in XC Mag), the
young brand has released their sport glider, the
Artik and Artik SP. Thanks to new development
technologies and the know-how of the people at
Niviuk, the Artik gives you the best of paragliding:
with only a ‘2’ on asymmetric collapse, the Artik is
ideal for the pilot who wishes to perform without
having to worry. The SP version with thin lines
(remains DHV 2) allows those who search for
performance to enhance the max speed and glide
a little.
Niviuk Australia will promote up-and-coming
pilots for the 2006/2007 season and will help one
male and one female pilot to achieve their goals. If
you are below 30 years of age and have ambitions
within the Australian competition scene, please
forward your details to us, including past
competition results. The two pilots will receive an
Artik or the new comp glider (yet to be named) at
an attractive price and will receive prize money as
part of a comp contract.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
For inquiries and more details, please contact
Niviuk Australia: ph: 02 9999 1270, <info@
windorks.com.au>, [www.windworks.com.au].

Denis Davis, Australian agent Icaro PGs, Ph:
0428 130375, <icaro_oz@yahoo.com>

The New Icaro Incanto DHV 1-2
After three years we have released the
Incanto, a new Icaro DHV 1-2. This amazing wing incorporates the latest technical
findings of the designer Michael Nesler.
The Incanto is easy to start, dynamic,
precise, pulls into the thermals and
masterfully dampens turbulence. Its fine
handling transmits the steering impulses
of the pilot in an exact and smooth manner. To fly the Incanto is simply fun! And
the special form of its canopy and its flat
ears gives it a unique appearance in the
sky. Many new techniques have created
a highly competitive wing that shows its
qualities in the details: basic form, leading
edge and unwinding have been
optimised. A new profile family has been
connected with a special curvature. But
its true strength the glider shows at full
speed: over newly-designed risers the
Incanto glides even better when
accelerated than at trim speed. The
Incanto is the optimal companion for
many pilots, from the talented beginner,

A Niviuk Artik launching from Mystic during
the Open 2006
Photo: Oliver Blonske
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to the pure fun-flyer, to the more
ambitious sport-class pilot.

FA I N E W S

CIVL Plenary Meeting
The FAI Hang Gliding & Paragliding Commission (CIVL) held its Annual Plenary
Meeting on 11 and 12 February 2006 in
Lausanne (SUI).
The FAI Hang Gliding and Paragliding
Diploma was awarded for the year 2005
to Mr Alfio Caronti (ITA) in recognition of
his outstanding contribution to the
development of hang gliding.
Mr Flip Koetsier (NED) was re-elected
CIVL President. All CIVL Officers were
re-elected.
Visit [www.fai.org/hang_gliding/node/
264] for more details. Next Plenary Meeting: 2 to 4 February 2007, Talloires (FRA).

World Record Ratification
FAI has ratified the following Class O
(Hang Gliders) record:

Claim number: 11796
Sub-class O-2 (HG with a rigid primary
structure/movable control surface(s)) –
General Category
Type of record: Straight distance
Course/location: Zapata, TX (USA) –
Lamera, TX (USA)
Performance: 688km
Pilot: Robin Hamilton (UK)
Hang Glider: Aeriane Swift
Date: 18/7/2005
Previous record: 655.0km (18/7/01, Davis
Straub, USA)
FAI congratulates the pilot on his
splendid achievement.
Soaring Australia
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Flicking the Switch
Phillip Knight

How many times have you read an interesting article and thought, I must try that next
time I go flying? Or landed in a field and ruminated about a mistake you made once
before and vowed never to make again? What about trying to remember all the things
that you are going to do or try on your next flight? You know, the things that you
thought of whilst at work or driving home in traffic, maybe. Well, I have found that
applying a technique from sport psychology has helped me become a little more
“automatic” in some aspects of my flying.

S

oaring is a sport based on making many decisions. To make those decisions effectively
you need to have a little free or uncluttered
space in your mind. This is where visualisation
can help prepare you for those important decisions in advance and before it becomes critical.
Enter the Visual Model
As you are climbing out of the paddock in
that first thermal and on your way, what’s
going through your mind is very important.
It’s like a building block to the rest of your
cross-country flight. You are essentially
analysing this first thermal and storing that
information so that you may be better
equipped for the next thermal you find.
Below is my “climb model”. It’s in point
form and I created it to use every time I’m
in a thermal. After you read it I will explain
how visualisation helps me apply it.
Climb Model
• After you have climbed a few hundred feet,
look down and try to determine what the
trigger for the thermal was.

•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Flying the Great Australian Bight, Eucla SA

Draw a line from where you caught the
thermal to where you are now and try
to predict where you will be in a couple
of minutes in your current drift.
What shape do you think the thermal
is, round or oval or still broken?
If you are falling out of the thermal, is
it the front, back or side? Move to correct.
Note the average climb rate at that altitude.
Are you climbing better doing lefties
or righties?
At 2,000ft, look to launch and try to get
an approximate angle to the thermal source
and use this as a guide to position yourself
when looking for another ride.
At what height did the thermal form a
good core for you to stick with? Remember
this height and don’t get below it on the
next glide.
Check your average climb rate again.
At what altitude were you climbing
the fastest? Take the next thermal in
this “altitude band” if you are racing.
Is there an inversion or wind shear?
If a wind shear is present, remember the
altitude and the course correction you made
to regain the lift you were in and make this
correction next time you lose
the core at the same height.
Which part of the cloud is working best?
Fly to the same part of the next cloud first
as part of your search.
At what altitude is the climb rate
dropping off?
Before leaving lift for a glide, make sure you
can identify at least three ground sources
and/or three cloud sources on or close to
your course line. If you cannot see any, then
it is better to stick with what you have and
drift until you have a better idea of where
to find the next elevator. (This is obviously

not a racing tactic, but one designed to
keep you in the air for the most time.)
• Having chosen your best course based on
educated guesses and probability, it’s time to
tuck away all the things that dangle in the
breeze and adjust your harness for a head
down glide and apply VG. All these things
are done at the top of the thermal in light
lift before you take off.
So you are probably wondering how to
remember to do all these things in a 10 to
20 minute time frame whilst concentrating
on climbing? The answer is simply to practice it when you’re not flying! Your brain
remembers things in pictures, therefore by
visualising your model your brain will easily
recall the information.
Step 1
Make a list of things in point form that you
need to remember. Keep it simple. The above
list is my own and you can use it as a guide
in formulating your own tailor-made model.
Step 2
When you have a spare 10 minutes in your
day, or before retiring at night, close your
eyes and see yourself doing every point.
Make it as real as possible – feel the air, smell
it, picture yourself doing the act just like you
are there.
It’s as simple as that.
If you do this often, you will find that
you no longer have to try to remember these
items, as they just seem to happen automatically, almost sub-consciously, whenever you
are climbing. For me it leaves my mind free
to concentrate on sticking with shifting cores
or any other more pressing concerns.
Many books have been written on the
benefits of visualisation and its techniques,

Photo: Phillip Knight
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and as a somewhat infrequent pilot of late,
this method has helped me stay up to date
with the more cerebral aspects of our sport.
A word of warning. When you make
your own list, make sure that what you are
going to visualise is the absolute most correct
method you can find, and never ever visualise an unsafe act. The consequences can
be dangerous!
Visualisation as a Tool
If you are doing something wrong over and
over again or have a particular fear of doing
something that you do not understand, use
visualisation as a tool to help you correct it.
For instance, if landing in nil wind gives you
the willies, then find the right technique and
then practice doing the perfect nil-winder
over and over in your mind’s eye. Then next
time you come in hot, have confidence,
because you have seen yourself land perfectly
many times and you know that you are able
to apply the right technique and pull off the
perfect nil wind landing.
Personally, I have three of these visual
models: one for climb, one for glide and the
one that I am working on currently is a low
level glide model. This low level model has
improved my confidence in being low and in
search mode quite a bit, and I am hoping to
have it so ingrained that I use it every time
I get to a 2,000ft altitude. It contains all the
things that you should do, but often neglect,
when scratching low to maximise your
chances. I will include it here, but remember
that it is tailored to suit myself and if you
make one then it will be different.
• Don’t fly off a cloud or blue street without
having located the next lift source.
• Increase probability by gliding over possible
triggers and approach from directly upwind.
• Remember the previous thermals’ inclination relative to height, and search in the
correct position.
• RELAX: and maintain a light grip to scan
for disturbances in airflow and possible
thermal locations.
• Monitor the descent rate very closely.
• Follow all strings of micro lift, including
zeros/50 down, until a trigger is reached
or you are being entrained into the air
going into a thermal.
• Know the wind direction and drift exactly,
and turn downwind to cover more ground.
• Look hard for all visual thermal clues and
for places of extended glides (eg, following
a hot asphalt road at the end of the day).
• Never change direction when circling
low and never ever lose contact with lift
no matter how scrappy.
• When you are low it’s patience that becomes
important. Don’t leave anything you have
April 2006
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•

because you are fed up or impatient.
Persistence here will mean the difference
between making goal and landing out.
Never forget that at 1,000ft it’s just like
having pinned off from tow and there
is plenty of time to locate the next source
of lift.
Set speed ring to Zero at 2,000ft.

Conclusion
Many of the gun pilots do not even have
to think of all these things; to them it just
happens. Looking at the lists, they might
surmise the items as being the logical progression of thinking in a cross-country flight.
This comes with lots of practice and with
no doubt some failure. Learning from each
mistake until flying decisions are made on
a more sub-conscious level frees the mind
to concentrate on your next most pressing
decision, thus in time raising your flying
experience and thinking to a higher plane.
This takes time and there is no substitute for
experience, but with some effort in planning
and small changes in your thinking that elusive higher plane can be achievable sooner.
It takes considerable energy to get into the
sky in the first place, so when you are there,
anything you can do to become more efficient can only reward you with longer more
enjoyable flights.
Why not give visualisation a try and
flick the switch to autopilot?
Author’s note: This article was written to have some
value to all pilots regardless of level. Some will find
that only the checklists are of value to them, and
others will start making their own and use visualisa-

tion to help them fly better. Whatever the case, it is a
thought provoking subject, and a successful technique
used in many other competitive sports.

HIRTH ENGINES
Electronic Fuel Injection Options

•
•
•
•

Superior Reliability
15-110 hp Air Cooled and Liquid Cooled
1, 2, 3, 4 Cylinders
1,000 hour Rated TBO

Distributor for Powerfin propellers
AATI Pty Ltd
PO Box 490
Archerfield Qld 4108

Phone: (07) 5464 4993
International: +61 7 5464 4993
Visit our web site for more engine details and the Hirth
Owners Forum [www.aati.com.au/hirth-engines.htm]
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Outlanding Safely
Richard Pincus

The first time you set out from the home field and, after a couple of glides and climbs,
see that you cannot possibly get back without finding more lift, is the worst. What
happens in most cases is that you do find that lift, and plenty more, and complete that
flight back to base. Very occasionally, you will not.

M

ore often, you will do a number of
flights before your first outlanding.
That number should be, say 20 in
my view, but too many pilots want
to set longer and longer tasks before they are
really ready for them. A first flight these days
of 120km and a second being an attempt at
300 is now common. The rule, rather than
the exception. And as a rule, the first outlanding is often quite early in the learning
process. I even know a club that says it
requires an outlanding to be made by choice
on the first cross-country!
That rule may have had some rationality
25 years ago, but not now. Now we realise
that outlanding is a slightly dangerous and
certainly time-consuming interruption to
cross-country progress, and that it can generally be avoided most of the time. The result
may be that there is some atrophy of the skills
we older pilots have in the past taken for
granted. That is, the skills involved in doing
outlandings, and the skills in teaching how
to do them. This article is intended to be my
contribution to the restoration of these skills.
To me the whole thing is just a series of easy,
logical, and obvious steps. Taken one bit at
a time, the whole framework is simple. To
teach, or learn it all at once is much harder.
Let’s start.
There are three rules which, if obeyed,
will provide cross-country pilots with the
comfort of knowing they can complete an
outlanding almost as safely as they can land
at the home aerodrome. They are:
1. Never let the glider get into a situation
where there is no safe outlanding area
within easy reach. (This is a legal
requirement as well as good practice)
2. Judge height by eye only. This is
the real key to many problems.
3. Use a normal circuit. This is trickier
than it sounds.
Each of these rules deserves a little
further explanation.
Rule 1. This is a legal requirement, but is
sadly often ignored, or inadvertently breached.
6
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Pilots may break the rule deliberately, gambling on there being lift under some clouds,
for example, or from some rocky slopes of
ranges, or slipping over a ridge at a lowish
height into a valley they cannot really know
has safe landing sites. In Australia that is less
likely to happen, but it certainly can, and
does, at times. In my view this requirement,
and the occasional deliberate transgression,
is not taken seriously enough by the movement generally. I have even heard boasting
about it and even an article in this very
journal described a number of pilots breaking the rule, as if it was acceptable in competition. It is not.
Inadvertence. I know of a number of
outlanding situations in which the pilot did
not deliberately fly at a low height to where
he or she could no longer make a safe outlanding, but ended up in that situation inadvertently. Avoiding this problem depends on
a realistic and continuing appraisal of how
high the glider is (by eye), how high above
the territory it will be if flown further to the
hoped-for lift, and the real landing prospects
in the area ahead. That may very much depend
on the actual skills of the particular pilot.
No pilot should go cross-country who
is not sure he or she can carry out a safe
approach and landing in the given conditions,
into a smallish paddock. But the abilities of
pilots and their experience might make an
area safe for one pilot and not for another,
and pilots can inadvertently fly into, or be
led into, such an area. In the Queensland
comps last year, for example, a local pilot
(Hank Kauffman) very sensibly suggested
to us all that we plan our (mainly AAT) tasks
so as to fly over the safe valley areas,
or deviate to some extent if we did set tracks
over some of the ridge/slope country. He
drew out each day where the good and bad
country was. My observation was that his
advice was not followed. For the leading
pilots, this might be quite acceptable, but for
some of the lesser lights who followed them,
it was not. I suspect they never really looked

around and down and ahead to ensure they
kept the glider over territory they could
easily and safely land in, considering their
level of experience and skill. Two incidents
involving glider damage resulted.
Experience is a big asset. Consider a pilot
flying on a normal day where there is
a general 15-knot south-west wind. Does he
or she consider that there may be difficult,
windy conditions when deciding whether
to push on? The experienced pilot will. Over
many years people, even quite experienced
people, have come to grief because they did
not. The same weather feature that caused
them to land may make the landing unsafe
for them, in just such conditions. A super
cumulus building ahead calls them. Too late
they realise it is overdeveloping, and killing
the lift around it. Too late they see they cannot reach it in the sink, and the wind is picking up. Now lightning tells them the extent
of development, and the continuing down
everywhere fills them with panic. They suddenly realise they have to land, and too late
they see the local wind under them (maybe
only 300ft above ground) is a strong northeaster. They suddenly have to change paddocks
and plans. The little rocky knoll (they did
not even notice it from above) well up-wind
of the new paddock sends roiling air into the
final approach path, and damage results.
These accidents are not freaks of nature,
or bad luck. How many gliding days have
you flown that had a 30% chance of thunderstorms? Even a single big cu can do much
the same, but without the lightning to warn
you. The big cu or storm is likely to develop
over some rolling, rocky, ground, which
makes it more likely the unwary pilot will
realise too late he has inadvertently broken
the first rule of safe cross-country gliding,
in spades! There are other causes of sudden
wind change, such as mini-fronts or throughs,
and cascading catabatic air. It is far better to
learn from others’ experience than to make
your own! Talk, and listen, to experienced
pilots, and consider what they advise wisely.
April 2006
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Unlandable territory can be very easy to
spot (take, say, the Pilliga scrub) or quite
hard. Some areas of the higher country look
quite okay from a distance but are more and
more troubling as you get over them and
actually look for the landable paddocks.
Flight over unlandable areas can still be
safe if you know in advance exactly where
the few safe spots are, and fly so as not to
leave safe gliding distance from one before
getting within safe gliding distance of the
next. This means climbing as you progress,
and even turning back to do so if you are
reaching the limit from one stepping-stone
and have yet to be a safe glide to the next.
Flights from Camden south or west are both
good examples. The glide you expect must
be pretty conservative, and at least 1,000ft
of safety height is needed at all times. (That
is, you must be able to get to the next landing field with at least 1,000ft left.) The advent
of GPS systems make the task much easier
and safer, but it is a very good idea to have a
“manual” back-up, ie, a well-marked map.
One very real trap is this: if you regularly
shave your margins, or fail to really look at
the paddocks, and find, for example, that the
only field within a safe glide is divided by

several fences into small paddocks with horses
in them, you usually find that the lift you
need to get away with it is there. So you do
not in fact come to grief. So you may hardly
notice the problem – it has gone away as
soon as it reared its ugly head. While this
may have saved you once, or even many
times, it can lull you into thinking the lift
always will be there, and you will no longer
actually be obeying rule number one of safe
cross-country flying. Remember this truth:
gliding is intrinsically a dangerous activity
that can be made very safe only by constant
attention to the important details, like good
lookout and never flying to where you need
lift to save your glider.
How do you know you are doing okay
in this regard? Ask yourself these questions:
Have I ever deliberately flown into an
area where an outlanding would be above
my real abilities? Do I always look well
ahead to plan where I am going as I get
lower? Do I always have two or three paddocks that I have actually looked at ahead
that I could use? Or do I fly into what looks
generally okay, but on closer examination
does not actually offer a single safe landing
area? If the area seems to have one likely
paddock, do I look at it long enough to

make an assessment before flying on to
the area? (It takes only two or three seconds
if you do it habitually.)
If the answer to these questions suggests
a problem, you can improve by making sure
you think about and practice these things
even when you are high, and maybe fly a
dual with someone and make discussion of
the paddocks the main topic of conversation
during the flight and after it.
As you learn more, you will see what
you really need for a safe outlanding, and
that helps. You do not need the two and
three kilometres, completely cleared, paddocks that most beginners look for. You
only need a few hundred metres or less of
flat, into-wind ground, only 30 or so metres
wide, but with a long (say 800m) stretch
of unobstructed air downwind of it.
Assuming you obey rule one, you must
stop going cross-country if you get down
to 2,000ft, judged by eye, and must concentrate now on two things – planning the outlanding you may have to make, and then
finding lift that will mean you do not have
to make the outlanding.
These things will make the subject of
the next article.

Weather Station

Wind, rain,
temperature,
humidity,
barometer,
plus more…
Also available:
Windsocks and frames,
handheld weather meters.

Australian Agent
for Davis Instruments.

ECOWATCH

Ask for your
FREE catalogue.

Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive
Kilsyth VIC 3137
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web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au]
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Flying Gliders on Ice and Snow
Bernard Eckey

It might have been in the middle of a very cold winter in Germany but while in Europe on
other business I could not resist taking a day off to drop in at the Schleicher factory.

W

hen the managing director spotted
my bald head he was immediately
plagued by a guilty conscience.
“How long are you here for”, he asked,
and when I told him that I had all day he
said: “I haven’t forgotten I promised to take you
for a flight in our self-launching ASK 21 Mi.
Last year I was far too busy but today we can
have a bit of fun together if you like.”
I didn’t need any more arm-twisting so
after discussing a few items on my agenda we
walked across to the mini-airfield behind the
factory. Because the ASK 21 Mi was parked
right behind the hangar door we had it on
the runway in no time at all. That’s where I
was told to hop in the front seat and perform
the take off. The briefing consisted of: “Warm
the engine to 60ºC and climb at 50kt.”
Great stuff, I thought – 10cm of snow
on the rather short grass runway, an unfamiliar engine and an airfield that I last flew
from about two years ago. Not exactly what
I called ideal circumstances, but on the other
hand, I always like to do as I’m told. Well,
most of the time anyway!
The icy wind made us close the canopy
quickly and while waiting for the engine to
reach take-off temperature I noticed a few
tracks in the snow. Obviously we were not
the only ones crazy enough to fly when most
of the countryside was covered by a layer of
snow and ice. That thought made me feel
better straight away.
The left wingtip was resting on the snow
rendering the wingtip wheel almost useless.
With full power the ASK 21 Mi accelerated
very quickly indeed and after only a few
metres of ground run the wing came up.
The generous 56hp of fuel-injected rotary
engine made for an extremely quick lift off
and ensured that the pointer of the vario was
hovering near the 3m/s or six knot mark.
If that was not impressive enough, the vibration-free running of the engine and the pleasantly low noise level certainly were. It is a
far cry from the old two-stroke technology
and needs to be experienced to be believed.
The engine runs smoothly at any power
setting and allows cockpit communication
without the use of headsets or without

8
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yelling at each other. Quite simply a brilliant
piece of engineering!
While climbing through 4,000ft it
became obvious that we were on top of a
massive inversion. Visibility improved dramatically and, after I convinced myself that
the rate of climb was hardly affected at an
altitude of 5,000ft, the engine was shut
down. Retracting the propeller proved child’s
play due to a simple mechanical propeller
stop. It ensures that the prop remains vertical
during retraction allowing the pilot to flick
a switch but otherwise concentrate on flying
the aircraft. It couldn’t be simpler.
By now we were right over the Wasserkuppe Mountain, the birthplace of gliding.
Upstairs the air was very smooth indeed,
inviting some stall tests in various configurations. No doubt, the weight of the engine
has added a few knots to the stalling speed
but even so it is still almost impossible to get
into trouble with this docile glider. Despite
of the engine retrofit, the ASK 21 Mi features a payload of 205kg and a maximum
take off mass of 700kg. Even at this weight
the take-off distance on a grass runway is
a mere 250m.
Plenty of snowboarding activity on the
slopes below made for some first class aerial
viewing. Then it was time for a high speed
run along the ridge close to the ASK 21’s
impressive Vne of 151kt. It certainly made
some cross-country skiers stop and look, but
it allowed me only a glimpse at the gliding
museum and the famous memorial near the
top of the “holy mountain of gliding”.
Soon it was time to head for home
again. Dual engine controls allowed my back
seat pilot to perform an air start on the way
down. It proved beyond doubt that this selflauncher only loses 100ft or so in the process. An impressive demonstration of the
docile flying characteristics of the ASK 21 Mi
under power followed before we embarked
on an extended power cruise at 75kt. The
manual recommends the climb/cruise method
(or saw-tooth method) for a range of about
500km but if maximum range is not the
issue a fast power cruise is quite on the cards
turning the ASK 21 Mi into a touring motor

Photo: Bernard Eckey

glider. Even a flight through controlled
airspace at an assigned altitude doesn’t
present a problem to this modern engine.
After landing we noticed a fuel consumption of only about 3.5 litres of unleaded petrol. Not bad for a 40-minute flight in
the middle of winter without any thermal
activity. No two-stroke fuel, no avgas, no
winch driver or tug pilot – not even a wing
runner was needed. Basic training, air experience flights, cross-country training, passenger flying or even quick solo flights in the
evening are now possible with total operational independence and without relying
on any of the usual gliding infrastructure.
The number of ASK 21 in operation has
already exceeded 800 and there is little doubt
that the motorised version will soon push
production figures above 1,000. Now certified for 18,000 hours, the ASK 21 is still
as popular with students and instructors as
it was when first introduced some 20 years
ago. Its safety record is second to none and
the total absence of any ADs has earned it
an enviable reputation for an unbeatable
workhorse and reliable income earner. With
a measured glide ratio of 35:1 it might not
be in the running for too many world
records but it is already the most popular
fibreglass two-seater ever built.
Two ASK 21 Mi have already been
ordered by syndicates in Australia and both
of them are expected to arrive in Australia
around the middle of the year. They are certain to make heads turn and treasurers think.
Spending some $45,000 on a replacement
engine for a 40-year-old tug seems to make
even less sense all of a sudden.
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GlideFast Course:
A new concept in coaching
Peter and Lisa Trotter

After running a dozen or so coaching courses/events and improving on each
as a result of feedback from the last event, we decided to develop a standard and
professional format for an intensive coaching course – now known as the GlideFast
course. The development of the GlideFast course is largely based on Brian Spreckley’s
coaching course model and on Bruce Taylor’s coaching methods. Thanks go to Bruce
for dreaming up the inspirational GlideFast name. So, what is a GlideFast course?

M

ost people will have heard
about, or been to, a coaching
or performance week. These
events have become a great
success in recent years, attracting large numbers of pilots who can learn from lectures
and from flying with coaches. Coach weeks
are accessible, encouraging, and help people
improve their cross-country performance.
Many pilots also think of lead-and-follow
when they think of coaching. This approach
has been used in club coaching, team challenge events and cross-country courses. It is
a particularly useful approach for early crosscountry pilots to help them gain confidence
and learn what can be done. The GlideFast
course is different to these forms of coaching. Now you know what GlideFast isn’t,
so what is it?
The key modes of learning in GlideFast
courses are group discussion and individual
attention. This works well with a small group
of pilots of a similar standard. With a limit
of 10 participants, it is possible to focus on
individual performance, especially when it
comes to post-flight analysis. The course has
a strong emphasis on learning from flight
analysis using a standard set of statistics produced by SeeYou software (for example,
see table below).
A task is set each day. It really doesn’t
matter much what the weather is like, every
day is interesting to learn from whether it
is a boomer or a shocker. Pilots are paired up
with others in the group and they use teamflying techniques to fly the task. The idea is
not so much to teach team flying, but to
Glider
rego
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have pilots flying with someone with who
they can discuss the flight and compare
notes on their decisionmaking.
In the morning two facilitated discussion
sessions are run to talk about the many
topics of cross-country flying performance.
The emphasis is on application. It is one
thing to know what needs to be done to
achieve a fast cross-country speed; it is
another to know how to achieve it.
The GlideFast course starts with what
it is that you need to being doing in the air
and then provides explanation with theory
as needed. The extent and range of skills and
knowledge for gliding that can be learned is
endless. It is possible to be overwhelmed by
theory and information. The course has a set
of core topics plus one participants’ choice
topic (for example, see list below). The core
topics have been chosen on the basis of the
things that matter to improving crosscountry speed rather than trying to cover
everything. One or two guest speakers are
also arranged.
Day 1 Introductory session, flying with
other gliders
Day 2 Meteorological navigation, speed
to fly and final glide
Day 3 Feel of the air, thermalling
Day 4 The risk factor and height bands
Day 5 Competition flying
Day 6 Guest speaker
Day 7 Participants’ choice
The course is structured, intensive and
challenging. The key to making progress in
improving cross-country performance is to
be challenged. While maintaining appropriPercentage
time in
rising air

Number
of tries

Number
of thermals

Tim Shirley and Peter Trotter getting the Duo ready

Plenty of learning happens on the ground
Photos: Lisa Trotter

ate safety margins, the course gently pushes
the boundaries of pilots’ comfort zone. The
GlideFast course provides an opportunity for
participants to push their boundaries and try
different ways of flying. The ultimate objective of the GlideFast course is to inspire
pilots to be ambitious with their cross-country flying and to recognise the many possibilities for achievement. A persistent outcome
of this journey to achievement, at all levels,
should be fun and enjoyment.

Deviation
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Flying the Flatlands on Tour
Richard Carstairs

What’s the worst thing you can hear as a retrieve driver on a cross-country tour? How
about: “I think I’m near a town starting with Q” Or maybe, “I’ve landed near a dry creek
bed with trees in it” Or of course the classic, “I’ve landed on a sports oval next to some
tennis courts”. These gems and others very similar came from the usually silent radio of
Kiwi Mark during our recent cross-country tour at Birchip. I might add that Kiwi Mark
also carried no phone at all
and had no idea of which
direction he was going. Quite
strange for a professional
ship captain.

Gliders ready in the tow paddock

M

ark was just one of the many pilots
making up the numbers on the
December cross-country tour run
by Rohan Holtkamp of Dynamic
Flight in western Victoria. The group comprised Col Bailey and Nic Pallett doing the
tows and retrieves, with Geoff English,
Adrian Bosco, Mark O Keefe, Kiwi Mark,
Glen Henke, Phil Salter and myself flying
full time. Lisa Miller and Glenn Bachelor
were making up the numbers part time. It
was a great mix of pilots from sub-10-hour
novices flying Funs, to multi-100-hour
advanced pilots flying C4s. This promised
to be a fantastic week of flying.
I went into the tour as a novice pilot
with 24 hours airtime, having completed my

Bosco and Marko planning their long cross-country flight.
Photo: Richard Carstairs
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licence course in March last year. Having
never left the safety of the nearest landing
paddock from any given launch, I hoped the
tour would give me the confidence to fly
cross-country from anywhere, given the right
conditions. I have flown with many pilots
who speak of the joys of cross-country flight,
and I wanted a piece of the action. My original aim after obtaining my licence and talking to many experienced pilots was to have
at least 50 hours of airtime in my first year,
including as many different launch/landing
sites as possible. I was anticipating the tour
to have a significant influence on each of
these areas.
Cross-country tours are a regular feature
on the Dynamic Flight calendar throughout
the summer flying season, taking place in
varied locations from the flatlands of Birchip
to the grandeur of the Victorian Alps. Tours
are also sometimes run from Dynamic’s own
flight park at Trawalla. The tour I was on was
centered on the flatlands of Birchip, where
the landing options for first time cross-country pilots are safe and abundant. The tour
involves morning briefings on weather and
flying techniques, then driving to the tow
paddock and setting up the gliders while
Rohan assesses the conditions and sets the
task for the day. Final pilot briefings take
place, then we are away. As many ground

Photo: Glenn Bachelor

tows are provided as it takes to get you away.
If someone lands out, but still close enough
for a retrieve, they will get picked up and
brought back to the paddock to set up and
fly again. If you still can’t get the hang of
thermalling, there is always the option of
going up in the tandem with Rohan to see
first hand how it’s done. With everyone keeping the drivers informed of their progress in
the air, retrieves are done with a minimum
of fuss. The price of the tour includes all
tuition, briefings, tows and retrieves from
wherever you end up, as well as accommodation and meals. Do the math. It’s a bargain
and the flying experience of a lifetime.
The first day brought strong winds and
had us enjoying beers and lawn bowls at the
local RSL club. I might add that the 80 year
old lady on the next rink made us all look
pretty ordinary. The next day gave us better
conditions with the task moderately set to
Wycheproof. Marko was the star of the day,
making his first ever goal, seemingly with
ease. As Geoff English and I had never gone
cross-country before, our landing seven
kilometres out, whilst not huge, was a good
start. Geoff re-flew and even got a bit further
– two personal bests in one day!
With the third day came rain. Seems to
follow Lisa around. A trip to the ‘big smoke’
was in order for lunch and a movie. Very
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With two tow cars and two strips, there was very
little waiting to get airborne
Photo: Richard Carstairs

Flying the flatlands near Birchip, just below 10,000ft – what more could you want?
Photo: Glenn Bachelor

relaxing, but we really wanted to fly. Day
four and the weather is on the improve.
A task is set for Lake Merron, around 60km,
which is actually right next to the family
farm of the English clan. We release from
tow into a stiff westerly wind. I get out to
15km. Bosco gets to Quambatook Pub. Kiwi
Mark makes it to Durham Ox (he thinks).
Flight of the day belongs to Geoff, who
arrives at his parents’ farm at 6,000ft, winds
down and lands on the family airstrip. When
we arrive to pick him up, his mum is handing out sandwiches and packing up his glider
for him. His dad proudly shows us his RV6,
in which he still does aerobatics at 75 years
of age. Young Geoff is not allowed to fly it,
though. Apparently 12,000 hours in a Boeing
737 doesn’t qualify him.
Day five brings sunshine, south-westerlies and popping cu’s. Bosco shows the way
with a great flight to Leitchville Pub, a distance of around 125km. He proceeds to
drink all afternoon with new friends Gibbo,
Stevo, Jacko and Bombhead. Just gotta’ love
a country pub. Phil Salter, who has been flying for five years but still has low hours, also
had a great flight. He ends up with a PB of
around 70km. From above he picked a beautiful sports oval with a grandstand to land in.
Coming in on final he could hear the roar
of the crowd cheering him in. Unfortunately
the sports oval turned out to be a lucerne field
and the grandstand was a hayshed. No applause
this time, Phil, but a great flight all the same.
For me, another PB of 25km. Steady
improvement is the name of the game.

April 2006

Day six saw similar conditions to day
five. Marko and Bosco headed off together
towards the infamous Leitchville Pub, keen
on landing there for more beer. As they
approached, Marko wound down from
2,000ft to land in the same sports oval that
Bosco had used the day before. Having
talked Marko down, Bosco then decided
to continue on to Gunbower Pub, a further
10km down the road. Nice one, mate.
He claims he just wanted a different stubby
holder for his collection. That man has a serious case of pubsuck. I cracked it for a 50km
flight and was very pleased with myself.
The next day had us changing paddocks
due to a wind shift. I had a flight of around
30km in pretty difficult conditions. The star
of the day though was Col Bailey, our dedicated driver, who had a great flight to Ultima
where he had to land next to a pub, because
his radio had failed and he had no phone.
That’s his story, anyway. At the end of the
day we were all pretty tired. The heat and
wind does sap your energy, and if you are
fighting your glider instead of caressing it,
the fatigue sets in rapidly.
For me, the tour was hugely successful.
I flew over seven hours and covered 50km in
one flight. I learned thermalling techniques
I hadn’t even thought about. My summer
schedule this year included this tour and
another tour to Mt Beauty, which incorporated an exam and upgrade to intermediate
level, which allowed me to compete in the
floater class at the Corryong Cup. I made
goal twice, which would not have been

Kiwi Mark, Nic, Bosco, Rohan and Marko
assemble for pre-flight briefing
Photo: Richard Carstairs

Pre-flight checks include making sure the tow
bridle is in good condition
Photo: Richard Carstairs

possible without the two tours. As I write
this in February, my hours are up around
47 and I have flown 19 different sites. I feel
this is the basis for a long and safe flying life.
The cross-country tours have been a large
contributor to this process. An added bonus
of this and other tours is meeting and flying
with a whole bunch of new guys who all
have similar goals. This broadens your horizons, and gives you more options when next
you want to fly and your usual crew is busy
doing something else. I cannot recommend
them highly enough.
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New Year, New Experiences
Kathy Little

Kathy geared up and ready for
her first paragliding experience
(Mutton Bird, near Albany)
Photo: Margarita Clary

Was it the fact I could see the age of 60 looming up on the horizon and I had to try
another form of flight? Or maybe it was because I am now the only WA representative on
the Board and thought it time I got to know more about the other disciplines?
I have listened to the guys talk about paragliding and hang gliding, but as a trike pilot
it sometimes sounds like a foreign language!

M

any WA paraglider and hang glider
pilots were planning to fly at various
sites near Albany over New Year. I
had attended a combined meeting
in Perth and it was here that they invited me
to join them and go for a tandem. My husband had worked Christmas Day in the
mines up north, but was going to be home
for New Year. “Let’s go to Albany for New
Year!” I suggested. He doesn’t like camping,
so we booked into a motel in Albany. The
next day I drove out to one of the sites and
found the guys paragliding. Mark Wild
invited me to go for a tandem.
So I found myself on the last day of 2005
getting “geared up”, while Mark explained
what was going to happen to get the paraglider to fly us into the sky! Here I was, running forwards, then backwards, running up
the sand dune, then back down and beginning to feel like a puppet on a string! The
sand was quite soft, so it wasn’t easy going!
You sure have to be fit to learn this sport,
12 Soaring Australia

I thought. Taking off with a motor behind
(ie, my trike) is sure a lot easier. Shawn
Wallace was on the beach too, so he gave us
some assistance. Finally the wind lifted us up
and my feet left the ground. I had been shown
how to make sure I was sitting correctly in
the seat and where to place my hands, so
began to enjoy the experience.
Soon we were soaring up and down the
beach, looking down on those still on the
beach and some flying in hang gliders. It
was certainly a lot different to flying with
an engine. It was so quiet. Mark showed me
how he manoeuvred the paraglider. He made
it look so easy. We stayed up for some time,
then it was time to land. I had been told
what to do on landing. The idea was to run
along a bit, but my feet gave way and I was
soon sitting on the sand. Mark unclipped me
and I took off the harness gear. Thank you,
Mark. It sure was fun.
After this I spent some time watching
the guys carry their hang gliders up the

slope to launch. I know I wouldn’t have
the strength to do that. I’m glad I have an
engine to get me in the air. I thought about
the girls who fly hang gliders. They are a
lot younger than my 55 years and would
definitely be a lot fitter!
I wasn’t able to take my trike with me to
Albany because I had lent out my trailer to
Brook, another trike pilot from Perth, who
has a new XT912. He had gone to Esperance
over Christmas and New Year. When we
decided to go to Albany I called him up to
see if he could stop over at Albany for a few
days and take me up in his new trike. He
arrived in Albany the same day as we did.
So New Year’s Day we drove off to a field
near Shelley Beach. I had phoned Simon
Shuttleworth for a place to fly from, and
he gave us directions to a paddock he uses.
There was no actual runway, but a field that
was big enough to choose any take-off direction. I helped Brook put his trike together,
and after working out wind direction with
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a ribbon tied to the aerial of his car, Brooke
went up for a test flight. When he landed he
couldn’t turn off the engine. He went up
again and when he returned he was able to
turn it off. We couldn’t work out why? Whatever it was, the landing must have fixed it!
Soon it was my turn to jump in the
back. When Brook first got his trike mid last
year his instructor took me up for flight in
the front seat. I remembered being impressed
by the climb rate! This time I was able to
enjoy the scenery and take lots of photos.
From the air I pointed out to Brook where
I had gone paragliding the day before, so we
flew over and had a look. Then we headed
for Shelley Beach to see what was happening
there. It was quite impressive watching from
the trike, the guys flying their gliders. I took
lots of photos and thought what a great
photo it would have made to get the three
disciplines flying together!
When we returned, Brook had promised
to take up a friend and hopefully his wife
who was patiently entertaining their three
young children. During this time Shawn
Wallace arrived with a trike to take Simon
for his biannual. I was impressed with the
speed he was able to rig and de-rig. He sure
has it down to a fine art. It was well past
lunchtime and we were all feeling peckish,
so headed off to the one store nearby. Being
New Year’s Day and lots of holiday makers
around, not to mention hungry paraglider
and hang glider pilots, there wasn’t much left
in the shop to choose from. In fact, the only
choice was pies that needed heating in the
microwave. They couldn’t even make a sandwich. The bread was all gone!
From here we headed off to Shelley
Beach by road. We drove to the launch site
and were in awe, watching the hang gliders
buzzing around. I was told that Mark had
been trying to phone me to come out for
a paragliding flight, but I didn’t get the calls
due to the poor mobile phone coverage! By
the time we got there he had headed into
town. We watched Shawn do a hang gliding
TIF with a young teenage girl. She sounded
like she enjoyed it from her cries as they
took off! I had hoped to have a go too, but
time was against me. ‘I will have to do that
another day,’ I told myself, as I had my
patient husband waiting for me to return
with the car and to take me out for tea! The
next day we had to return home because it
was time for my husband to fly back to work
in the mines up north. I wished I could have
stayed longer.
Now, when I attend meetings and
through our email discussions, I will have
more of an understanding of paragliding.
Although I missed out having a tandem
hang glide, at least I was able to observe them,
April 2006

Flying over Shelley Beach in
Brook’s trike, looking down on
the paragliding and hang gliding
activities below
Photo: Kathy Little

Kathy and Mark in full flight!
Photo: Margarita Clary

and I am hoping to still have a fly in the
future. But I don’t think I will be seeking a
licence in either discipline, as my fitness level
would be a hindrance. Part of this is due to
a back operation I had four years ago. If I
were much younger it is certainly something
I would consider, so I encourage women
who are considering it to go for it. Flying in
the air with Brooke and looking down at the
paragliders and hang gliders was a great
feeling. It was fantastic to see all disciplines

together enjoying themselves. I felt proud to
be part of the HGFA. I forgot to mention
my husband and I also spent New Year’s Eve
socialising at Shelley Beach with the many
paraglider and hang glider pilots camped
there. This gave me a chance to get to know
fellow members and listen to their first hand
experiences. I’m glad I saw in the New Year
in that environment, and although my
husband doesn’t fly he also had a good time.
Soaring Australia 13
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Australian National Club Class
Gliding Championships 2006
Benalla 16 to 27 January
Alexandra Handley

With a final registration tally of 59 gliders and 65 pilots representing all mainland
States and the Northern Territory, this competition was the largest single class
national gliding championship ever held in Australia. Celebrating its 25th anniversary,
this competition was hosted by the Gliding Club of Victoria (GCV) under the able
guidance of Competition Director Colin Turner.

T

his handicapped competition involved
Australian and foreign pilots flying unballasted plastic aircraft with performances ranging
from the Astir CS77 (handicap factor 1.20)
to the motor glider ASW22BE (handicap
factor 0.800) with a wide variety of flapped
and unflapped machines in between. Seven
Standard Libelles were flown.
It was a safe enjoyable and good-natured
event and at its conclusion there were no
pilots injured and no gliders broken.
At least 10 pilots had experience of gliding competitions at a major international
level, whilst some pilots were competing at
a national event for the first time. Entrants
included United Kingdom, German and
Netherlands nationals.
Several pilots including Terry Cubley,
Swaantje Geyer and Lisa Trotter had driven
over to Victoria from Gawler, fresh from
competing in the multi-class nationals event.
Seven tugs under the watchful eye of tug
master Bruce Salter regularly launched the
fleet (including the occasional motor glider)
within a 60 minute period following strict
marshalling by Sue “I’ll tell you where to stick
your glider” Hanley and launch master Norm
Sutton. I can’t understand why trying to
organise glider pilots is akin to herding cats.
There were occasional safety and technical infringements but these were dealt with
quietly and tactfully by safety officer and
chief task setter, Peter Gray.
Monday 16 January 2006, Practice Day
At the preliminary briefing, GCV President,
John Switala welcomed all participants and
crews but warned that fines and penalties
would be levied throughout the competition
period with proceeds going to Kevin Oler-
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Waiting for the great white fleet to launch

head who had lost his home and glider in
the recent Stawell bushfires.
Levies were imposed for mobile phones
ringing during briefing, dissent on any matter,
competing with a double-barrelled (Edwin
Grech-Cumbo) or an unpronounceable
name (Jaroslaw Mosiejewski,) or on just a
whim. Hank Kauffman was fined just for
being Hank Kaufman!
Benalla MLA, Dr Bill Sykes, formally
opened the competition in conjunction with
City of Benalla Councillors at a lavish morning tea. Dr Sykes offered the use of his farm
paddocks for outlanding but expressed the
hope that they would not be needed, before
being given an introductory flight with pilot
Phil Henderson in the GCV Duo Discus.
The practise day was cancelled due to
a combination of 20kt winds and limited
thermal activity up to 4,000ft not expected
before 1400 hours.
Pilots and crews used the remainder of
the day for tasks such as getting their gliders
officially weighed by Louis Price and connecting laptops to the wireless network installed
by Scott Penrose to assist competition scorers
Joy and Tim Shirley in downloading loggers
and providing the scores.

Competition Day 1, Tuesday 17 January
AAT four hours, with two areas was set:
Rand silo–Deniliquin–Benalla.
Weatherman and competing pilot David
Wilson predicted a good day with thermals
up to 6,000ft and south-westerly winds of
around 15kt.
The arrival of the local air ambulance
briefly interrupted launching, but most pilots
appeared to get off to a good start using randomly allocated multiple start points.
Cumulus over the eastern task area provided
good strong climbs, but blue sky to the west
provided significantly weaker and less reliable lift. Despite cloud evidence of wave
activity no pilots reported contact. Most
of the fastest pilots made significant course
deviations, particularly on the final leg to
fly under active cu’s whilst adopting a more
cautious approach in the blue.
Peter Gray in the duo discus outlanded
600m short of the finish line and was forced
to de-rig for a road retrieve.
Results: 1st Bruce Taylor, 2nd Tom Gilbert, 3rd
Terry Cubley.
Competition Day 2, Wednesday
18 January
AAT three hours: Elmore–Katamatite
–Benalla. The fleet was rapidly launched into
a cumulus-filled sky with thermal heights
quickly improving from approximately
5,000 to ,7000ft. However a blue area close
to the edge of the first radius near Murchison
and extending over the Shepparton irrigation
area provided much poorer soaring conditions resulting in several gliders inspecting
the terrain at close quarters and one outlanding at Shepparton aerodrome. Again significant course deviations into the areas of best
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cumulus development resulted in the most
impressive overall speeds for the task.
Results: 1st Bruce Taylor, 2nd Scott Lennon,
3rd Lisa Trotter.
Competition Day 3, Thursday 19 January
AAT three hours: Deniliquin–Urana Silo–
Benalla. At the 10am briefing the competition director remarked that despite the
glider numbers, the finishes and landings
the previous day were the most orderly and
professional he had ever seen at any gliding
contest including when he was manager
of the Australian team that attended the
World Club Class comps at Musbach
Germany in 2002.
It was however noted that on the previous day several pilots appeared to have violated airspace at the Benalla ADI (Australian
Defence Industries) site just to the north of
the airfield. This matter was considered particularly sensitive due to the nature of this
facility and the fact that earlier in the gliding
season a GCV pilot had actually outlanded
within the perimeter fence. Despite all
competing pilots being thoroughly briefed
about this airspace, questions were raised as
to allowances for instrument accuracy, changes in QNH and other mitigating factors.
This matter was not fully resolved for several
days and involved further debate at the
pilots’ meeting.
On a lighter note one pilot was awarded
the “Nong Gong” hat for flying with his
undercarriage down for over 100km on the
previous day’s task!
During launch there was some high level
block to ground heating and 11 gliders
required relights to get away on task. Most
pilots enjoyed the cu marked thermals and
Tom Gilbert (CK) commented that it was
an ideal day for pair flying with his son
in-law Scott Lennon(GZK) in the two
Libelles.
Results: 1st Tom Gilbert, 2nd Scott Lennon,
3rd Tobi Geiger.

pilot Peter Trotter (PNL) was fined on two
counts: arriving several days late for the competition, and turning up in a noisy radialengined YAK!
Friday’s weather was more difficult to
predict with concerns about mid-level cloud
reducing surface heating and the possibility
of thunderstorm activity later in the day.
However the blocking cloud dissipated and a
two hour 30 minute AAT task decided upon.
The glider fleet was launched into the
blue and formed a low large gaggle over the
field, however progressively larger cu’s developed over the field and particularly to the west
as glider start times approached. Only a single
relight was required, Peter Buskins (X JG)
due to a cockpit warning sound – it turned
out to be an alarm clock in his flight bag!
An evening barbecue, provided by Benalla
Mayor John Brownstein and Councillors of
the Benalla Rural City, was enjoyed by all
pilots with a thank you note being made by
GCV President John Switala to council, in
particular to Councillor Pat Claridge who
represents council on the State Gliding Centre
Committee of Management. Benalla Rural
City also generously assisted the competition
by the use of its water trucks to reduce dust
on the airfield and in road maintenance.
Pilots and crew were treated to a spectacular lightening show later that night with
thunderstorm cells passing to the north and
south of the field.
Results: 1st Allan Barnes, 2nd Tom Gilbert,
3rd N. Gilbert.

Women pilots comprised largest ever contingent
in a Club Class comp. Lisa Trotter (2nd left)
in an ASW 20 outperformed 57 other pilots
Photos: Alexandra

Competition Day 5, Saturday 21 January
AAT three hours: Rand silo–Jerilderie Road
Shed–Katamatite–Benalla. For the first time
an “arc” as distinct from “multiple point”
start system was trialled.
The day was predicted to be blue with
light and variable winds and the aircraft
gridded on runway 08. Unfortunately the
wind changed to about 10kt straight down
runway 26 so the grid was moved in an
orderly fashion to the opposite end, delaying
the start slightly.
A considerable amount of smoke was
noted to be drifting from bushfires in the
Grampians and was expected to reduce heating, but by the time of the launch cu could
be seen north of the Murray where smoke
had not penetrated. Some pilots enjoyed an
excellent day’s flying and it turned out to be
the day of the LSs with Tobi. Geiger (LS4a)
winning, (HDL) Peter Trotter (LS8) second
(PNL) and Allan Barnes 3rd (MF) keeping
up with the top scorers overall in his LS1f .

Competition day 4, Friday 20 January
AAT two-and-a-half hours: Benalla–
Shepparton–Berrigan–Corowa
–Benalla. At the morning briefing Kingaroy

Tug pilots ready each day for launches and re-lights
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Launch Master, Norm Sutton launches a glider
every 45 seconds for a hectic hour

Most competitors considered the day rather
difficult with unpredictable thermals and
there were several outlandings.
Subsequently, scorers Tim and Joy
Shirley celebrated their 34th wedding anniversary with a slightly later than normal
dinner. They were warmly congratulated
by all participants.
Results: 1st Tobi Geiger, 2nd Peter Trotter,
3rd Allan Barnes.
Competition Day 6, Sunday 22 January
AAT three-and-a-half hours: Rand–Deniliquin–Benalla. There had been suggestions
that today should be declared a rest day due
to increasingly hot days, pilot fatigue and
smoke spreading northwards from advancing
bushfires reducing available visibility. How-

ever most pilots were in favour of competing
(safety considerations permitting) on all
flying days, noting that lay days were an
option for many individual pilots.
Fortunately a task was declared on this,
the best day of the competition, and the CD
was spared from a lynch mob!
Iain Russell (WUO) had missed a 45km
radius on Saturday by a mere 600m according to his logger. After driving thousands of
kilometres from Western Australia to attend
the competition and scoring the day as an
outlanding, he was fined at briefing by John
Switala “for the sin of greed”!
The daily forecast was for high temperatures, Melbourne 43ºC and, locally,
Deniliquin a hot 42ºC. It was again a day
of total fire ban and no aero-tow paddock
retrieves possible.
The fleet was marshalled on the shorter
and narrower runway 17/35 facing a 15kt
northerly wind, the local temperature
approached 40ºC and cu’s were bubbling
along with 9,000 to 10,000ft bases.
The arc start was trialled again, gliders
shot through at high speed and almost
everybody had a great day. In fact the day
was so good that we learned later that
10 gliders launching out of Corowa had
achieved 1,000km distances.
Overall positions were now shaping up
in the cumulative scores with only the “x”
points separating the leading “y” places.
Results: 1st Terry Cubley, 2nd Jim Crowhurst,
3rd Tom Gilbert.

Happened recently on an Airfield
Martin Feeg
I heard an engine rev up and knew another launch would go. Out of good old habit I turned
my head to watch the combination commence the ground round. With shock I noticed that
the tail dolly was still attached, worse, I knew a very light pilot, though experienced, was
in the cockpit. Out of shout’s distance and too far from a radio I couldn’t halt the launch.
Past safety height I informed the pilots of the situation, the launch was aborted and a safe
landing with extra speed performed.
Close shave? Of course!
Although modern designs have a lee-way and nothing should go out of hand with the
dolly attached, it is only a “should”. And the glider pilot made it just right having extra
speed up the sleeve.
Still a few lesions can be drawn from this incident.
Why was the dolly not picked up on ABCDD-check?
And what did the wingman do? Shouldn’t he check nothing is in conflict with the
launch? This includes immediate aircraft vicinity (eg, something obstructing the tailplane),
the area of ground roll, take-off space and approach. The latter as traffic might come into
conflict as the combination is very slow in the beginning.
The lessons – do your checks carefully and don’t allow being interrupted, or start again.
And cutting corners or showing negligence can cause incidents. Lucky if it is not the origin
of an accident.
Safe soaring
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Competition Day 7, Monday 23 January
Cancelled. The area was now under the
influence of a 15kt south-westerly air stream
with smoke extending north from bushfires
which continued to take their toll on life and
property. A short two hour AAT task was
cancelled after gridding. Safety concerns
included the likelihood of pre-start gaggling
at low altitude in conditions of poor visibility. The short flying day was expected to end
early due to the cool southern airflow and
paddock retrieves would have been a problem
as the total fire ban continued. Most pilots
applauded the decision, though there were
a few complaints that European contest success
may require the ability to fly in weak conditions and poor visibility, and that Australian
pilots require experience in these conditions.
The cancellation of day seven at briefing,
and with no task set, provided a good opportunity for the pilots’ meeting, chaired by
Tim Shirley which lasted a full half day
Competition Day 8, Tuesday 24 January
Cancelled. On Tuesday the sniffer was unable
to climb through 3,500ft at 1530/1600 thus
justifying cancellation of the task.
Pilots, crews and organisers were all glad
to take a little rest and, in some cases, view
some of the sights of north-east Victoria.
Competition Day 9, Wednesday
25 January
AAT three hours: Brrmbttck Siding–Berrigan
–Moyhu–Benalla. Terry Cubley (WVX)
orchestrated a realistic demonstration of
gaggle techniques both pre-start and on task
using dancing glider pilots with outstretched
arms as wings. One of the seven female pilots,
the largest number ever to compete in an
Australian Club Class National Competition,
Sarah Allen (IZK), raised a significant amount
of money from the more vulgar competition
pilots, by displaying her recent tattoo of
a glider profile on her nether region.
Surely only a glider pilot could suggest
that its wing span would be expected to
increase from 15m to 22m with age.
A northerly wind around 15kt in a much
drier air stream without cu with a maximum
temperature of 34ºC and 6,000ft thermals
predicted at Benalla. With the northerly
wind no sudden thermal cut off was expected at the end of the day.
Results: 1st Bruce Taylor, 2nd Tobi Geiger,
3rd Martyn Wells.
Competition Day 10, Thursday
26 January
AAT, two-and-a-half hours: Benalla–Corowa
–Tocumwal–Shepparton–Benalla. The CD
advised at morning briefing the day was
going to be difficult to call because of wind
April 2006
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strengths and in pre-starts – pilots were
advised to be particularly careful. Due to the
possibility of thunderstorms there was even
the possibility of a third task option being
set. There were strong winds and broken
thermals. Again a total fire ban day with no
paddock retrieves permitted. Bruce Taylor,
the previous day’s winner in the ASW2,
touched on the insidious onset of dehydration whilst flying in hot weather, and its
effect on him.
Results: 1st Errol Spletter, 2nd Hank
Kauffman, 3rd Lisa Trotter.
Competition Day 11, Friday 27 January
Cancelled. A near miss by two pilots at
9,000ft the day prior was used by the CD
to stress his safety mantra of “look out, see
and avoid” as well as reinforcing his belief in
the need for cockpit Flarms in competition
gliders. It was suggested that as this was the
final competition day, the pilot with the
highest score in pilot pairs, flew.
Peter Buskens ( VH-XJG) was awarded
the final “ Nong Gong Award of the Day “
for attempting to tow out his glider whilst
it was still tied down.
A two-and-a-half hour run task was cancelled before launching and thunderstorms
and heavy rain had completely finished any
flying by 1500 hours. This allowed a more
leisurely finalising of the scores and preparations for the competition dinner and wind
up ceremony.
Dinner
The championship dinner, held at the Gliding Club of Victoria site, was well attended
and enjoyed by all, with the day’s cancellation
allowing for a relaxed start to the proceedings.
Louise Price oversaw the catering arrangements and the bar was well patronised.
David Conway, Vice-president of the GFA
thanked all participants for an exceptionally
well organised and run competition which
provided worthy winners. In this competition it is not possible to individually name
every person deserving of thanks in an article
such as this.
Many GCV members, who could have
been expected to compete and place well in
the rankings, chose to assist in dirty, sweaty
tasks for the enjoyment of others, without
the prestige of having a prominent official
title. The ever-patient Max Kirschner,
(GCV’s on-season manager) and wife Sue,
Rhonda Gelletly, Phil Henderson, who
started organising the event in May 2004,
Ed Bishop, Bad Gerry (Hogan), Lewis Price,
signwriter and artist Karl Rudolph are just a
few names (but I do not wish to offend
others working behind the scenes) and GCV
committee members and pilots. Special
April 2006

thanks must go to wing runners who often
interrupted business commitments to brave
the dust and heat for hours each day.
Recognition is due to the indispensable
Bruce Salter and his cheerful tuggies who
hung around for 12 days for just about an
hour’s flying time each day. Horsham Flying
Club and BMFG made their tugs available
for the duration of the competition. Master
of Ceremonies extraordinaire, John Switala,
who was outstanding in banning mobile
phones and getting each day off to an
entertaining start with his dreaded Nong
Gong hat, spent weekends chopping branches, mowing and clearing rubbish instead
of flying, as part of his presidential role .
Competition director, Colin Turner’s
team showed how the professionals do it,
with Sue Hanley and Norm Sutton directing
tugs and gridding gliders, Joy and Tim
Shirley scoring and teaching a GCV member
how to score, David Wilson’s weather presentations and Peter Gray as able tasksetter
and safety officer, and Colin’s wife, Evelyn,
organising the comprehensive pilot registration packs and manning the desk.
Finally, start planning for the 2007 Club
Class Comps at Benalla. It is expected that
timing will be brought forward approximately
one week to avoid conflict with other events.
Book early, pay the registration fees, and
avoid missing out in another well organised,
fun and friendly competition.
Trophies
Laurie Watkins trophy – the pilot considered
to be the best mentor: Paul Handley
T&J Sailplanes Mentor trophy – mentor
and pupil: Peter Buskens and Iain Russell
Teams’ trophy: Team Kilo (Tom Gilbert
and Scott Lennon
Westpac Banking Corporation trophy
– highest placed Libelle: Tom Gilbert
Beaurepaire Corowa trophy – novice:
Glenn McLean
John S Holst trophy – handicap speed:
Terry Cubley
Tim and Joy Shirley trophy – highest placed
female pilot at the Club Class competition: Lisa
Trotter
Club Class Champion: Tom Gilbert
PILOT

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Std Libelle
ASW 22 BE
LS 3
DG 200
Std Libelle
LS 4A
ASW 20B
ASW 20
Discus
ASW 24e

Visit Lake Keepit Soaring Club
for some of the best crosscountry gliding in NSW
[www.users.bigpond.com/keepitsoaring]
Email: <keepitsoaring@bigpond.com>

Ph: (02) 6769 7514
Fax: (02) 6769 7640
★ Club rates for all GFA pilots
★ Good glider availability
★ Winch and aerotow courses
★ Free flying after 4 hours
★ Mid-week operations
★ Airconditioned cabins,
bunkhouse, camping

GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA
Airworthiness Inspection

FORM 2 AND C OF A NOTICE
■

A Form 2 inspection is due. $143* payment
is enclosed

■

The C of A requires renewal. $33* payment
is enclosed and the existing C of A document
is returned

■

Initial registration package is required.
$363* payment is enclosed
* Fees include GST

Payment method:

■

Cheque ■ Credit Card ■ Direct Deposit
For internet payments, deposit into:
BSB: 013-442 Account No: 304729562

A) DOCUMENTATION REQUEST
■

Please send me a transfer of ownership
document

■

Please send me a change of registered
operator document

Aircraft Type ...................................................................

GLIDER POINTS

Tom Gilbert
Bruce Taylor
Terry Cubley
Peter Temple
Scott Lennon
Tobi Geiger
Hank Kauffman
Lisa Trotter
Martyn Wells
Peter Buskens

TAMWORTH NSW

7,180.4
7,106.1
7,043.1
6,931.7
6,930.6
6,924.3
6,895.4
6,890.7
6,725.6
6,694.9

Registration marks VH – ..............................................
Address to which documents are to be sent is:
Name .............................................................................
Address .........................................................................
........................................................................................
State. .............................................Postcode ................
Forward to: GFA Airworthiness Secretary,
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041
Email: <Airworthiness@gfa.org.au>
Fax: 03 9379 5519
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Basic Sailplane Aerodynamics

Part 5: Stability and Control
Col Vassarotti

‘Ho Hum’ you might well say. ‘Stability and control – what’s new? I learned all this stuff
before I went solo.’

F

air enough. As pilots we all know what
works when it comes to control inputs; but,
how well do you remember why it works?
Try yourself on these simple questions.
1. Why is some rudder needed in a turn after
the secondary effect of aileron has been
overcome?
2. Why is it necessary to hold off bank when
turning?
3. Why is less rudder needed in steeper turns?
4. Why is so much back stick needed in a
sideslip?
5. Why does Richard Johnson advocate
maintaining a small amount of sideslip
in circling flight?
Read on to see if you agree with
my answers.
S ta b i l i t y

Stability of an object implies that if it is
disturbed it will tend to return to its initial
state. Aircraft display both static and
dynamic stability characteristics.
If the initial response of an aircraft to a
disturbance of its angle of attack, bank angle
or slip is to return to its flight state prior to
that disturbance, it is said to have positive
static stability (in pitch, roll or yaw, as the
case may be). An aircraft’s responses over a
period of time when disturbed in the same
way are its dynamic stability characteristics.
Aircraft stability is a complex subject. To
meet certification requirements a sailplane
must reach stability standards which make it
safe and pleasant to fly. These include
acceptable qualities of stability in pitch, roll
and yaw. “Acceptable” does not imply perfect
stability in all three planes. An aircraft may,
for example, be stable in pitch, unstable in
roll but stable in yaw, or any combination of
all three.
Pitch Stability is influenced by changes
in angle of attack. Changes in angle of attack
not only affect lift and drag but also shift the
centre of pressure (CP). This means, for
example, that as the angle of attack increases,
the CP moves forward slightly. This forward
CP movement will tend to make the nose
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rise even higher. The reverse occurs if the
angle of attack is decreased.
Wings are therefore inherently unstable
in pitch. Designers compensate for this by
fitting a tailplane. In simplified terms, the
tailplane exerts leverage around the fulcrum
of the sailplane – the Centre of Gravity
(CG) – to balance the pitching effect of CP
changes.
In “hands off” flight, sailplanes stable in
pitch sometimes, but rarely, return quickly to
normal gliding flight when disturbed.
Generally, disturbance in pitch results
initially in over-correction, but after a few
oscillations the aircraft resumes normal
flight. Some sailplanes just continue the
oscillations until the pilot takes over the
controls. In extreme cases a sailplane that is
dynamically unstable may undergo
increasingly severe oscillations involving
steep dives and stalls.
A second crucial influence on pitch
stability is the location of the CG. Different
pilot weights and any other measures such as
nose or tail ballast to shift the CG can have a
very significant effect on pitch stability. On
no account should the CG be taken outside
the range specified in the aircraft’s certificate
of airworthiness.
It is well worth finding out the ideal CG
position for the individual pilot when the
sailplane is being flown at the speed for best
climb performance. This ensures minimum
tail load and associated drag at that speed
thus enhancing the climbing qualities of the
aircraft.
Roll stability in most sailplanes is
achieved through wing dihedral. The
dihedral angle is the angle between the wing
and the horizontal when the glider is set up
level (looking from the front or back).
If a sailplane is rolled slightly and does
not turn, it will slip towards the lower wing.
The slip causes the lower wing to fly at an
increased angle of attack and thus produces
more lift. The opposite happens to the upper
wing. The net effect is a persistent tendency
for the glider to roll back to a level attitude.

Yaw stability is designed into all
sailplanes. Stability in the yawing plane is
sometimes called “weathercock” stability.
Yaw stability means that, in flight, airflow
striking the aircraft from the side will not
cause the sailplane to yaw either into the
sideways airflow or away from it. This is
achieved by balancing the “downwind”
swing tendency of the airframe surfaces
forward of the CG with the similar effect of
the crosswind on the fin and rudder surfaces
aft of the CG.
On the ground these same design
features tend to cause the sailplane to
weathercock into any crosswind.
Control

Fundamentally, a sailplane must be
controllable in the pitching, rolling and
yawing planes.
The elevator produces pitch control.
Downward deflection of the elevator changes
the aerodynamic profile of the tailplane and
results in the generation of more lift well aft
of the CG. Another way of describing this is
to say that deflection of the elevator into the
airflow produces a force – up and back.
The net effect is to force the tail up and
the nose down.
The reverse applies with upward deflection of the elevator, causing the nose to rise.
This is called the primary effect
of elevator.
“Up” elevator

Figure 10: Primary effect of elevator

“Down” elevator
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Roll Control

The primary effect of aileron is to control
the aircraft in the rolling plane. For example,
moving the stick to the right causes the right
aileron to rise, reducing the lift produced at
that wingtip. Simultaneously, the left aileron
deflects downwards, generating increased lift
at the left wingtip. The increased lift at the
left wingtip combined with the decreased lift
on the right causes the right wing to go
down and the aircraft rolls (or banks) right.
Yaw C o n t r o l

The primary effect of rudder is to yaw the
sailplane. For example, deflection of rudder
to the left generates aerodynamic force at the
rear of the aircraft forcing the tail to the right
and the nose, in consequence, to the left.

Figure 11: Primary effect of aileron
More lift

Less lift

Figure 13: secondary effect of aileron
More lift & more drag
Less lift & less drag

Resultant force

Track of yawing glider

Figure 12: primary effect of rudder

The Secondary Effect
of Aileron

Application of aileron initially causes the
sailplane to roll in the direction of the
applied control – the primary effect of
aileron. There is a further aerodynamic effect
which occurs at the same time. Sometimes
called “aileron drag” or “adverse yaw”, the
secondary effect of aileron is to cause a
momentary yawing of the aircraft in the
opposite direction to the roll. Application of,
for example, left aileron generates more lift
on the right wing and less on the left wing
because of the primary effect of aileron. The
generation of more lift carries with it the
penalty of more drag. Conversely, there is
less drag on the opposite wingtip.
The net effect is a retarding force on the
right (upgoing) wing and reduced
retardation on the downgoing wing. The
aircraft tends to yaw to the right
momentarily before settling down into the
left turn which results from the application
of bank.
Aileron drag/adverse yaw is countered by
coordinated use of rudder in the same
direction as the turn. By this means the
yawing primary effect of rudder cancels out
the adverse yaw arising from the secondary
effect of aileron.
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Resultant force

The Secondary Effect
of Rudder

There is a secondary effect of rudder. If
rudder is continuously applied in level flight
the aircraft will yaw initially in the direction
of the applied rudder – the primary effect of
rudder. After a few seconds the sailplane will
tend to bank in the direction of yaw.
Simply explained, this arises initially
from the increased speed of the wing
opposite to the direction of yaw and the
reduced speed of the other wing. The faster

wing generates more lift and so rises, while
the other wing tends to go down because of
generating less lift. Continued application of
rudder sustains rolling tendency because the
aircraft flying at an angle to the airflow – skidding towards the forward wing. Consequently the dihedral effect causes the the rolling
tendency to continue even though both
wings are now at the same speed.
Next month: Part 6 – Airflow effects in
flight manoeuvres

Wing speeds up
& develops more lift

Wing slows down
& develops less lift

Figure 14: secondary effect of rudder
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e are at Tocumwal Airfield, located
between Albury and Deniliquin on
the Murray River, for the first day
of the Sportavia International Open.
By “we” I mean Team Wombat: the Lobb
brothers, Ian and Craig (our retrieve driver),
Greg Holt from Geelong and Eduardo
Oliveira from Brazil. I’m not sure what
a burrowing marsupial has got to do with
hang gliding, except that it describes some
recent landings in my new glider.
With only a handful of cross-country
flights to my name, I won’t be ranking near
the top of a AAA competition. My goal here
is to have fun and learn from some of the top
guns from around the world and Australia
who are here to battle it out at this old
bomber base.
Sportavia Gliding Centre is like a playground for the aviation nut. It operates on
an old WWII airfield that was the largest in
the southern hemisphere at that time, and
was home to scores of aircraft including B24
Liberator bombers and Beaufighters. The
original base covered an area of eight square
miles and had 450 buildings.
Sportavia has primarily been a sailplane

operation. However, Richard Cawsey, the
owner, invested in the business because he
believed that general aviation is in decline
but sport aviation is growing. He hired
Grant and Tove Heaney to expand the business into other forms of sport aviation,
including hang gliding and microlights.
A large WWII hangar houses the sailplanes and tugs. It’s like a toy box for those
wishing to commit aviation. One peek in
there will have you wiping the saliva from
the side of your mouth. The huge expanse
of concrete floor is carpeted with a large
array of sleek soaring machines that have
been brought out by (mostly) European
owners for the flying season. Sportavia also
owns quite a few of them.
People come here from all over the world
to enjoy the flatland flying. Flights
of over 1,000km are not uncommon. It’s
got to be one of the most civilised flying sites
around. There is a range of accommodation
on site, including motel style rooms, bunkhouses and camping area. They also have a
bar and restaurant next to a pool and well
maintained lawn. Free broadband internet
connections, both wired and wireless, allow

you to maintain communication with the
outside world.
Day 1 – Victoria sucks! …Over
the irrigation paddocks at least
Anyway, after stepping over the birds, I make
my way to the briefing room. Eddie
Madden, the CFI, assails us with a barrage
of METARs, TAFs, Synoptic Charts and
incomprehensible cloud and thermal prediction graphs. By the end of the week we are
starting to make sense of them all. Today he
is predicting hot weather (surprise) with
thermals to about 6,000ft – but no clouds.
At 11am we make our way to the centre of
the airport and set up in the stubble field
next to the grass runway. The sailplane boys
are just starting to get airborne. Did I mention it was hot? The thermometer is nudging
42ºC in the shade. Out in the sun it’s probably 50ºC. I’m burning my hands on the
battens as I stuff them in the sail, and having
concerns that my one month old Climax C4
will be reduced to a molten pile of plastic
and metal by the end of the week.
The task committee calls for a 115km
dogleg task, comprising a 45km leg south

All ready in the tow queue for the day’s action
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Photos: Andrew Greatbatch
Left: Sportavia hangar with a line
of sailplanes ready for the day’s flying

to a virtual turnpoint near Moodie Swamp
(east of Shepparton in Victoria), then a
70km north-east leg finishing several kilometres north of Corowa (to the west of
Albury, NSW). There is a 10km radius exit
start circle centred 15km away from the
airport to keep us out of the traffic pattern.
My task for today is to stay safe and
have fun. After I carry my glider over to
the tow queue I’m drenched and panting like
one of those birds. I’m starting to get into
their mindset.
The mood among the pilots is pretty
edgy. Two days before the competition a
hang glider pilot was killed here while on
tow. It’s still unclear exactly how it happened.
I was pretty spooked by that incident and
almost didn’t come. But now here I am,
on the dolly, next in line.
The Dragonfly lines up and the tow line
is connected to my bridle. By now I’m really
sweating – not sure if it’s the heat or nervousness. A light breeze is blowing in my face. I
hear myself call, “Go, go, go.” The tug engine
revs to full throttle, I lock my arms to get
the dolly rolling and am racing across the
strip, my nose inches above the ground.
It’s time to say goodbye to the dolly when it
starts bouncing on the deck, and up we go.
At 1,000ft we hit a patch of strong turbulence that throws me offline, so I pin off
and come in and land in the set-up area. I
must have heat exhaustion, because I don’t
have the strength to lift the glider. Craig
comes over with a dolly and helps get the
glider back to the tow strip. Bill Moyes offers
a can of Coke. I gratefully suck it down,
followed by a couple of litres of water, then
soak my shirt in the esky water to cool down.
Everyone else is off on task by now and
I’m the only pilot left on the towing strip.
I hear later that another pilot landed
early because he was dry retching during
flight with symptoms of heat stroke.
An hour later it’s nearly 4pm and I’m
feeling much better. I contemplate the wisdom of re-launching. My drenched shirt is
now completely dry, and I’m ready to tow
up again. Bob Bailey says to me, “Stay on as
long as you like. I don’t get bored doing this.”
I ask whether he can tow me to goal. He smiles.
It’s now much less rowdy as I tow up
behind Bob. We circle up over the airfield
until I feel a nice thermal at around 2,200ft.
I pin off and circle up to 6,500ft before
crossing the Murray into Victoria. There
is some good lift just across the border, so
I top up again to 6,000ft.
A sailplane cruises past as I cut through
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the edge of the 10km start circle before
heading south to turnpoint one. Ahead is
a mosaic of green irrigated fields as far as the
eye can see. Getting through here is going to
be like finding stepping stones across a pond.
At one point I am circling in 100ft/min
lift trying to sniff out the core. About 1,000ft
below me a flock of eight ibis are circling in
something. I extrapolate the thermal up to
my altitude and move over… Boom! An
800ft/min thermal takes me to nearly
6,000ft again.
It’s still hot below, but there doesn’t seem
to be anything working well in this irrigated
area. I land a couple of kilometres short of
Katamatite, about 25km south of the border
and 20km from TP1. I’m a bit disappointed,
but have completed my personal tasks – landing safely and having fun.
Many pilots deck it inside the 10km
start circle and others litter the course for the
next 20km. The rest of my team doesn’t fair
very well today. Greg lands one kilometre
back down the road from me; Ian lands in
the start circle; while Eduardo doesn’t fly
because of VG problems. It’s an easy retrieve
for Craig today, and many other pilots also
fall victim to the irrigation suck. Seventeen
pilots make goal, Attila winning the day
from Gerolf and Jonny.
Day 2 – The safety committee moves
to the right
The birds are a bit more active today. They’re
enjoying the breeze from the north-west.
I spot one hanging upside down from a tap
trying to extract a few drops of water.
The forecast is again hot – up to 42ºC.
During the morning briefing Eddie, our CFI
and weather guru, puts up his graphs that
show (apparently) a cloudbase at 8,000ft and
moderate winds.
We all head out and set up next to the
grass strip. The wind is a little on the high
side and large cu’s are starting to form. The
safety committee cancels the day, feeling that
the combination of strong winds and strong
lift would make it too rough. Because of the
accident a few days earlier, they are being
more conservative than normal.
There is a lot of grumbling from the
ranks. Many of the pilots think it’s quite
flyable. Good thing we’re not in Paris, or
the guillotines might have appeared.
It’s hot, so Tove takes a group of us to
a beach on the Murray River and we float
a few kilometres downstream to the middle
of Tocumwal. The cool water is the best
place to be on a stinking day like today. As
we float down the river on our backs, we
see the wind shaking the trees and tearing
the clouds apart. The safety committee made
a good decision today.

Enough toys here to satisfy any aviation enthusiast

Ian Lobb preparing his glider

Craig Lobb, our retrieve driver, playing
with one of the toys at Sportavia

Day 3 – An ill wind… from Mexico

Eduardo Oliveira looking cool despite the heat

Greg Holt – man in black
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The author looking forward to getting high to cool down

Over Strathmerton, Victoria, looking for ‘stepping
stones’ across the irrigated paddocks

fairly strong from the south and the thermals
weak. A Dragonfly is sent up to assess the
wind conditions aloft. When he returns it’s
decided that we go and set up.
The safety committee is discussing conditions as the tugs arrive. Most of the pilots
are in the tow queue by now. Some sailplanes
have launched and are struggling overhead,
not straying far from the airfield. There are
not many clouds in the sky and the lift looks
marginal. At least we’ll be heading north,
away from sucky Victoria.
The first pilots launch and get tossed
around in a strong layer of turbulence above
1,000ft. Most of them don’t stay up and
come in to land. Bruce Wynne and a couple
of others get up and climb slowly over the
airfield drifting northwards. They later land
about 20km to the north near Jerilderie.
The safety committee decides to call the
day because of marginal launch conditions.
However, because it’s been so many days
since people have flown, they allow freeflying. Most pilots elect not to. Some do
tow up and get thrashed by the turbulence.
I make the mistake of launching and get
thrown around at 1,000ft. I try to pin off,
but have trouble grabbing the release which
is flapping in the breeze. I finally get it and
come back to land. Next day I change to a
tow bridle with a shoulder release, as used
by Sportavia. The release is fixed in the same
place every time, and has proven itself troublefree in the tows I’ve had since.

Tove Heaney and Pete Wilson

Background: Weird lenticular clouds

A front is coming up from the south and the
winds are forecast to increase during the day.
The day is cancelled, again heat and winds
making conditions too risky. No one is keen
to fly today.
Day 4 – To fly or not, the choice is yours
The birds are nowhere to be seen outside the
bunkhouse. I spot them later across the road
at the dam with a few of their mates. Seems
to be some sort of fly-in going on. At least
they’re having fun.
However, here, the mood is grim. Most
of the pilots are suffering from low altitude
sickness and are on edge. The common room
is laptop city. By now we’ve all caught up on
our email, have browsed the web to its extremities, explored every shop in Tocumwal,
and checked out all the tourist attractions.
Some pilots have even resorted to doing
some work!
Ian is halfway through Pagen’s book,
‘Secrets of the Champions’. Today he’s learning a few tips from Kari Castle – the ones
she’s prepared to tell, anyway.
The weather forecast is not looking promising. It’s post-frontal, the winds will be
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Day 5 – Smoke and irrigation
The birds are quiet today. Looks like they’re
a bit hung over from their party. Dam water
will do that to you.
It’s relatively chilly today at 35ºC. There
is a north-east breeze blowing. Eddie reckons
we’ll get lift up to about 6,000ft with fairly
good conditions. After three days of not
flying, the tension in the air is like a tightly
strung rubber band. You can sense the relief
when the task is announced. Yes! We’re going
to fly. It’s a 132km task south-west to Axedale in Victoria.
The towing operation gets going with
five tugs and is very slick. Forty gliders get
airborne in about 45 minutes.
I circle up to 6,000ft with Greg and a
few others. We head south-west across the
border into Victoria and top up just past the
river. We’re now inside the 10km start circle.
The thermals are wide with light 100 to
200ft/min lift.
We pass Strathmerton and are confronted with another minefield of green irrigated
paddocks as far as the eye can see. To make
things worse, the sky is getting dark with
smoke from bushfires further south. We’re

circling in light lift. The others are quite a
bit higher than me.
Kraig Coomber comes past and immediately finds something that takes him to
over 5,000ft. I go to where he was, and
naturally am punished with sink. The others
have gone and I am left grovelling above the
green. Heading downwind, Katunga is ahead
but a little off course, and I’m hoping it’s
going to give me some love from all those
corrugated iron roofs.
I fly over at 1,500ft. Nothing. Not a
bump, not a turn. Nothing. I come in and
land about teo kilometres out of town and
about 17km south of the border.
Greg lands about 8 kilometres further on.
I hear Ian on the radio flying over at 5,000ft.
He eventually lands about 16km further on.
Thirteen pilots make it to goal today.
Jonny wins, with Dave Seib right on his tail.
Most of those that made goal had headed to
the west before turning south, avoiding most
of the irrigated area.
Day 6 – Rescue at daybreak
A wedge-tailed eagle has moved in. He’s
cruising above the airfield sniffing out thermals. Feathers on the trailing edges of his
wings are active as he constantly reaches
out for every sign of lift. Soon he is a speck
in the sky. The message he leaves for us is,
“It’s time to fly!”
The day is hot and humid. Already, small
cu’s are forming around the district. Eddie
prophesied a few days earlier that today was
going to be the best day of the week. At the
briefing this morning he’s predicting cloudbase at 8,000ft with possible overdevelopment and thunderstorms later in the day.
There is a moderate breeze from the NNW,
which means another trip south to Victoria.
Everyone is super keen to go, setting up
quickly beside the airstrip. Fairly large cu’s
are forming everywhere. The task committee
sets a course for a 165km dogleg. It will be
91km from the start circle south-west of the
airfield to the Hume Highway at Violet
Town in Victoria, then a 74km crosswind
leg north-east to goal at Brown Brothers
winery near Milawa, east of Wangaratta.
We’re beginning to understand the task
committee’s priorities. Jonny, a member of
the committee, walks past with a grin and
says, “This will sort the men from the girls!”
There’s a bit of confusion in the tow
queue as people aren’t sure where to line up,
which results in a bit of pushing and shoving
with the gliders. However, once again the
tow operation itself is as rapid as an aircraft
carrier on full alert, with gliders zooming
skyward one after the other.
Surprisingly, quite a few pilots don’t stay
up and have to relaunch. Brendan tows me
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Climbing to cloudbase over the Murray near Tocumwal

up to about 2,000ft where I pin off to join
Scott Barrett and Gerolf Heinrich in a juicy
thermal to the west of the airfield. We mill
around for a few minutes slowly gaining
height, until they both manage to hit a surge
and get up several hundred feet above me.
Gerolf gets to about 4,500ft and heads southwest across the river. Scott follows shortly after.
I’d like a bit more height under me and
keep circling in light lift. I notice Len Paton
a fair bit lower trying to circle up over the
airport. A couple of guys are over the southern end of the runway rapidly approaching
cloudbase. My thermal is drifting that way
and it seems to link up with theirs, so I take
the elevator ride to cloudbase at 7,500ft. The
other three gliders have already gone by the
time I arrive, so I follow them out towards
the start circle.
They cut through the 10km circle and
head downwind along the course line. I try
to follow them, but they’re going fast and
soon become specks in the distance.
I’m at 3,500ft circling in a nice 400ft/min
thermal near Katamatite. A couple of farmers
are talking on our radio channel. “Hey, Ken,
could you pick up the drill I left down at the
back dam?” “Yeah, no worries.”
“I think I also left a bag of fertiliser down
there. Can you have a look for it?” “Yeah, no worries.”
“Did you see all them hang gliders in the sky?”
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I keyed the mike and said, “If you look up
you may be able to see me.”
Yes, I’m an idiot. I should have turned
the radio down and concentrated on flying,
but it seemed like a fun way to spread a bit
of goodwill.
The radio goes silent for a few seconds
and I imagine them scanning the sky looking for me. “…Where are you?”
“I’m at 4,000ft, just north of Katamatite
in an orange glider.” “Uh, yeah, yeah. I think
I can see ya’”, is the enthusiastic response.
“We’re just near the big intersection on the
turn-off to Cobram. Our house is right on the
corner. What’s the temperature up there?” “About
22”, I said, reading off my instrument. “Yeah?
It’s really hot down here. Been hot all week…”
And so it continues for a couple of minutes. They wish me good luck and I return
my concentration to the thermal. Unfortunately I’ve dropped out of the core and am
now circling in 100ft/min, drifting quickly
across the ground (this mistake decking me
a short time later).
There are some big cu’s developing
directly ahead. When I get under them the
lift is surprisingly light. I later hear that
others experience the same thing.
I get down to 2,000ft, still moving fast
across the ground with a strong tailwind.
I see some large brown paddocks ahead. A

Heading into Victoria chatting to the farmers

cloud shadow is moving across them. Surely
it’s going to kick off something. Unfortunately I’m drifting too fast and pass the
shadow before any thermals have a chance
to reach me.
There are some homesteads and tree lines
ahead. Sure enough, some small punchy
thermals come off them. I’m only 800ft off
the deck and circle tightly in and out of a
small bubble gaining a few hundred feet, but
I can’t quite ride it back up to where I want
to be. At this height it’s very hot and the
ground is passing underneath at a great rate
of knots. I search desperately, trying to catch
a ride with anything. Downwind is a huge
tract of land with no road access. I don’t
really want to go there. The thermal cycle
passes and I land in a big paddock, 40km
from TP1.
Ian passes overhead at 5,000ft, landing
20km further on. I hear Eduardo on the
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then homed in on his signal. The reason his
team mates weren’t able to contact him was
because he was in a hollow on top of the
mountain. Overall he spent 18 hours suspended in his harness until rescued. Some
wag said that this must qualify as one of the
longest hang glider flights on record. He was
quite tired, but emerged almost totally
unscathed. Everyone was delighted to see
him again – especially his wife and little girl.
Smokey and the Dragonfly

radio overhead shortly after. He lands about
25km further on.
Only two pilots made goal – Jonny and
Balazs Ujhelyi from Hungary. They took a
track slightly west of course where the clouds
were more defined, rewarding them with
minimal sink. I spoke to Balazs later and
he said that he only took one thermal on
the first leg – in over 90km!
Many others fell out of the sky like confetti around TP1. However, Ferenc Gruber,
another Hungarian, tracked south of Violet
Town (TP1) and found himself between two
large cu-nimbs and going up at a great rate
of knots. He pulled full VG and tried to dive
out of it, then hit some turbulence which
tore the base bar from his hands. It pitched
the glider up and spun it upside down. He
was at about 7,000ft, tumbling down, when
the keel broke. He pulled his chute, but was
concerned about throwing it at that point in
case he got sucked up into the cloud. He
waited until he was about 2,500ft above
ground, then threw it. The wind carried him
a few kilometres across the mountains, where
he landed in a tree.
The other Hungarians were concerned
when he didn’t report in by midnight, and
drove around the area trying to raise him on
the radio until about 5am in the morning.
At first light a chopper was sent out. The
pilot managed to raise him on the radio,
Top 20 Results:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Name

Glider

Jon Durand
Balazs Ujhelyi
Kraig COomber
Andreas Olsson
Attila Bertok
David Seib
Jon Gjerde
Lukas Bader
Gerolf Heinrichs
Len Paton
Phil Schroder
Peter Dall
Gil Kaltenbach
Davis Straub
Jim Prahl
Chris Smith
Joerg Bajewski
Shigeto Ishizaka
Jack Simmons
Bruce Wynne

Moyes Litespeed S 4
Moyes Litespeed S 5
Moyes Litespeed S 4
Wills Wing T2 154
Moyes Litespeed S 5
Moyes Litespeed S 5
Moyes Litespeed S 4
Moyes Litespeed S 4
Moyes Litespeed S 4
Moyes Litespeed S 4
Airborne C4 135
Atos B
Moyes Litespeed 4
Airborne C4
Moyes Litespeed S 4
Moyes Litespeed S 4.5
Moyes Litespeed S 5
Aeros Combat L 13
Wills Wing T2 154
Moyes Litespeed S 4
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Total

AUS
HUN
AUS
SWE
HUN
AUS
NOR
DEU
AUT
AUS
AUS
AUS
AUS
USA
USA
USA
DEU
JPN
USA
AUS

3,251
3,227
3,207
2,882
2,857
2,745
2,634
2,590
2,529
2,504
2,144
2,105
1,930
1,878
1,765
1,765
1,648
1,596
1,488
1,464

Day 7 – Atomic bomb weather
The birds are looking miserable again. It’s
stinking hot and very humid.
At the morning briefing Eddie tells us
that the sailplanes will not be taken out of
the hangar today because of the high risk
of thunderstorms. He’s predicting 40,000ft
tops on the cu-nimbs later in the afternoon,
that he describes as having the energy of an
atomic bomb.
The safety committee prevaricates, but
eventually sends us out. Large cu’s are forming, and combining with some weird looking lenticular clouds. There are some very
strong winds up there. It’s not looking good.
The task committee calls for a short task,
but no one is really interested. Quite a few
of the pilots haven’t even bothered to set up.
Everyone is looking at the threatening skies.
One by one everyone packs up their gliders
until the day is called.
Despite the wind, it’s still very hot and
sticky, so a number of us go up the river and
drift downstream for over 13km back to Tocumwal – a perfect way to spend the afternoon.
Day 8 – Racing the storms
The birds are huddled around the tap in the
middle of the lawn chirping to each other.
They’re looking forward to a bit of rain.
We’re not.
The forecast is for early forming cu’s and
a good chance of thunderstorms later. The
sailplane pilots are restricted to the local area
with no cross-country allowed.
By 11am the cu’s are well formed and
the winds are light on the ground. It’s hot
with high humidity.
The safety committee keeps holding us
back until finally at one o’clock we go to set
up. The sky is blue to the north, west and
east, but you can see it’s likely to overdevelop
to the south. The task is a 113km triangle
to get everyone back in time for the presentation dinner.
I’ve lost my retrieve team because Ian
and Craig had to go home. Eduardo and I
scramble to find another retrieve driver, and
Kevin Carter kindly offers to drive since he’s
having equipment problems.

By the time we set up, many pilots have
towed up and are out on course. Eduardo
gets airborne and I’m in the queue right
behind him. I see him climbing well with
another glider.
I line up on the dolly, only to find the
wind has switched around 180. After waiting
ten minutes the wind direction looks permanent, and the whole towing operation has
to be reversed. A few gliders have come back
to land.
I tow up behind Smokey in the Dragonfly. It’s a little bumpy, and at 2,000ft the
weak link breaks right over the Murray River.
Surprisingly, with all these cu’s around, I don’t
find any lift and head back to the airport.
I try to get up in some small bubbles near
the airfield, but I’m drifting too close to the
runways so decide to land.
Only Craig Koomber makes it to goal
today. A couple get close, but most pilots
only make it 30 to 40km. Most pilots are
on the deck before TP1, either because of
lack of lift or for safety reasons as storms
start developing.
Jonny Durand wins the competition,
followed by Balazs Ujhelyi and Kraig
Coomber in third.
I learnt a huge amount, enjoyed meeting
new friends and hanging out with old ones.
The nice thing about this sport is that most
of the top guns are more than willing to
share their knowledge with people like me
who have less experience. One of the main
lessons I learnt from them is that avoiding
sink is as important as finding lift. The other
thing I picked up is to assess the conditions
ahead in order to make good decisions about
the course to fly. For me this will take a lot
of practice and experience to perfect.
A big thanks to Tove and her team for
organising the competition. As usual it was
done very professionally, especially since it
was the first time at Sportavia and done in
the face of many challenges. Special thanks
should also be given to the volunteers who
slaved away in the heat for several hours each
day, helping to get everyone airborne safely.
Even though the weather didn’t co-operate, the flying was fantastic. Sportavia has
huge potential as a world class hang gliding
site. However, less than a month after the
competition, at time of this writing, Grant
and Tove were laid off and it appears as if
hang gliding will not be a future option –
which is a shame.
One last thing… It became clear to me
that the birds just liked socialising. They
spent more time hanging around with their
mates in the shade than going flying. But
then again, maybe that’s the nice thing about
being part of a flying community.
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A-risers were a bit reachy, but that was before
I discovered the handles could be separated
from the risers (however I never got the
chance to test this feature). They are also on
the heavy side of the equation. Once released,
the big ears gradually pop out.

Paraglider
Review:

Speed Bar

Niviuk Hook
Hakim Mentes

Photo: Courtesy Hakim Mentes

The speed system effort is on the medium
side. Initiation is not an issue, but when it
was time to use it for more than a few minutes my old legs needed more strength. It is
a medium travel speed system, therefore a
two step speed system is recommended for
efficient utilisation of the full range.
B - l i n e s S ta l l

PARAGL IDER SPECIFICAT IONS

Make
Model
Size
DHV
Cells
Take-off weight (overall)
Glider weight

Niviuk
Hook
Medium
1-2
47
90-110kg
5.8kg (58 Newton)

FLIGHT SET UP

Harness
Risers separation
Overall weight in flight

Edel ProLight
42cm
95kg

Construction

The Hook incorporates all the good characteristics of a modern glider, including:
• Full internal stitching
• Cross bracing
• Re-enforced edge strips (only at the trailing
edge though)
• Enforced eyelet stitching
The riser setup is a bit unusual. B and
C-risers are kind of floating with restricting
straps. The handles of split A-risers are secured
to the rest of the risers by Velcro fasteners.
Being able to separate them means easier big
ears. Lines are attached to the risers via the
usual triangular mallions. The good thing is
though, instead of using popular O-rings to
limit line movement on the mallions, the
Hook uses plastic inserts, which is, I believe,
a far better system. The plastic inserts also
minimise the possibility of the screw gates
on the mallions getting loose. A small opening, kept closed by Velcro fasteners, on the
trailing edge of each wingtip is very handy
to remove debris trapped in the wingtip.
Because of their location, only on the very
last cell of each wingtip, there will still be
some fiddling to get rid of debris accumulated in nearby cells, but this system is still
far easier to keep things clean than without.
Only the A-lines and control line are coloured differently, and there is a coloured patch
on the B-risers. It would be a nice touch if
all the lines were coloured differently. On a
few occasions I was told that the Hook looks
very beautiful and distinctive in the air.
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Flights

I had quite a few flights with the Hook. My
first was at Thistle Hill in rough conditions,
then at Mariners Lookout at Apollo Bay
which was also rough for a coastal site. I can’t
remember having any collapse (excluding the
intentional ones) or any sign of nasty
behaviour at either site.
Turns

Response to control line input is average, but
the response to weightshift is very good. It
is better than what I would expect. I have to
admit that I was at the bottom of the weight
range of the glider, despite the fact that I was
told the Hook behaves best when flown heavy.
Control (Brake)
Line Force

Control line resistance is linearly progressive
and on par with what would be expected
from a DHV 1-2 wing. And it travels long,
too. Therefore, accidental stall is pretty difficult. Personally, I prefer lighter controls, but
that could be risky for new pilots upgrading
their school glider to the Hook.
Ta k e - o f f a n d L a n d i n g

The good thing about flying at Mariners
Lookout is that you can practice many takeoffs and top landings, making it a good site
for me to get a feel for the take off and landing characteristics of the Hook. It passed
without a fuss.
Asymmetric Collapse

A DHV 1-2 wing is meant to be easy on
pilots when things get out of control, and
this glider excels in this respect. Its response
to 50% induced asymmetric is the best in
this class. The glider turned less than 90
degrees and showed no diving tendency to
recover, therefore loss of height was minimal.
Big Ears

The split A-risers feature makes life a lot
easier when it’s time to come down a bit
faster. My initial thought was that the split

B-line stall initiation effort is on the ball,
neither heavy nor light. The Hook behaves
properly at all stages of the B-line stall. There
isn’t any noticeable fall back when B-line stall
is initiated, or surge when it is released.
Descent efficiency of the B-line stall is average.
Conclusion

The accompanying scoring table rates each
of the glider’s tested characteristics between
1 and 10. This scoring reflects my preferences,
which may not necessarily be the same for
everybody. So it is up to individual pilots to
decide if the glider suits their flying style or
not. (Note: The characteristics of the wings
I measure/comment on are the ones I can easily
repeat and compare, therefore there is no comment on things such as speed or sink rate.)
To test fly a Niviuk glider, contact:
Patrick Roser, Windworks, <info@windworks.
com.au>, ph: 0412 109752 (mob), 02 9999
1270 (office).
GLIDER FEATURE

SCORE

Control (Brake) Line
Effort (Force)
Response
Weight shift response
B-line stall
Reach
Entry
Stabilisation
Holding effort
Exit
Descent rate
50% Asymmetric collapse
Direction change
Recovery
Height loss
Take-off
Inflation
Stabilisation
Speed bar
Initiation
Holding effort
Travel distance
Build quality
Stitching
Re-enforcing strips along edges
Cross bracing
Eyelet attachment points
Riser colouring
Big ears
Reach
Holding effort
Average Score

8
6
9
6
8
9
7
9
7
9
9
9
8
8
7
7
7
10
6
10
10
7
9
8
8.04
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Let’s Not Lament The Decline
Of Gliding – What Difference
Can Your Club Make?
Jenny Thompson

A few years ago, GFA purchased a new membership database and over the last 12 months or
so has been able to make an analysis of its membership numbers, both full and short term.
Maurice Little now routinely publishes this to the GFA website and it is a good initiative.

T

he worrying thing about this has been
that the trends continue to be concerning for
our sport – very few clubs have increasing
membership. John Roake’s report for international numbers is also disturbing, but
indicates serious decline in Australia – a wellknown fact.
How can this be, when we have some
of the best conditions in the world, both
airspace and weather?
I am lucky enough to be a member of
what I believe to be one of the best and currently successful gliding clubs in Australia,
the Darling Downs Soaring Club in Queensland, and, rather than dwell on the negative
declining membership numbers
(a long term trend), I thought it may be
useful to talk about what our members like
about what we do, what things we think are
important, and share this with others who
would care to listen.
I think, in a global sense, some of our
success (and I note the success of some other
clubs) can be covered by five areas that we
use, much of which has been developing
over the last five years. These are:
• Diversity
• Transparency and inclusion
• Egalitarianism
• Strategy
• Opportunity
• Diversity
We have around 110 flying members,
15 per cent of which are under 30 years old
and eight percent of which are female – I
would suggest different to the demographics
of many clubs. We also have around 50 social
members. We have not made enormous
efforts to provide this diversity; it has been
more about our attitude of welcoming everyone, and encouraging them, no matter where
they come from or their backgrounds or their
experience. Once we started to have more
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diversity, it has become self fulfilling to an
extent. The younger members have certainly
brought a lot of energy and enthusiasm to
our club and I would urge any club to really
work on this area.
Transparency and Inclusion
About five years ago, Darling Downs Soaring
Club introduced regular general meetings to
our club and no meetings are closed to members. Whilst they do not always have huge
attendance, they are a demonstration of openness, and allow members to see what is going
on and contribute in the decision-making.
Last year we created an anonymous survey (using a free website, which guarantees
anonymity). We have been pretty pleased
with our survey feedback, but we have also
gleaned insight into what our members like
and don’t like.
One of our club weaknesses is the distance we are from Brisbane which inhibits
our ability to attract new members to the
club. However, we regard this as a strength
for existing members, as most stay overnight
on Saturdays, and we can make the most of
the social aspects of club life. Our fortnightly
barbecues have added a strong social aspect.
Egalitarianism
It is a sad fact that many newer glider pilots
are marginalised by their ‘new’ gliding status.
Students have to be pretty self-assured to
persist with training and beyond. Many
instructor panels become the ‘seat of authority’ to the point where other members often
feel they are on the fringes. Instructors need
to continually work on ‘customer service’ –
what can the panel do to help members
(students and post-solo members) improve
their skill and feel good about their flying.
This year, we asked for expressions of
interest for new and young members to

Morning briefing

Three first solos in three weekends (left to right):
Jacob Vanderloos, AJ Wesley and Chad Nowak
Photos: Jenny Thompson

participate on our committee and were lucky
to get one of each. They are new enough to
the organisation with no ‘history’ so their
ideas are often frank and fresh. By the way,
our committee meetings are no longer than
two-and-a-half hours once every two months.
Strategy
Darling Downs has a strategy for the longer
term. We have surveyed our members over
the last two years and determined what we
best offer, what we cannot provide, and what
we choose not to provide based on our location, fleet, limitations and capacity of volunteers to contribute, etc. A year ago we started
a strategic plan which is still a work in progress, but nevertheless helps us to clarify
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our direction, not make hasty decisions, and
to plan.
In essence, we try to concentrate on what
we do best and try to do it better – we aren’t
trying to be all things to all pilots.
Opportunity
I guess this is the most important point. Within the confines of a totally volunteer organisation with limited funds, we try to provide
opportunity to all members, no matter what
stage their flying. We recognised that when
members come to fly (most drive more than
two hours to get there), they don’t want to
miss out on flying. So it is a very important
factor for retaining members to make sure
they go home having had some flying.
We introduced formal training mornings
on some Sundays to put a bit more of a
professional edge to training, covering radio
procedure, DI, cross-country basics, Official
Observer, understanding weather, etc. We
recently introduced formal morning briefings
(some other clubs are already doing this).
Not only do we get to see what pilots are
doing for the day, it helps to focus their
training and goals, and enables newer members to see what can be done.
Most recently, we have commenced
formal cross-country coaching courses which
are proving very popular. Once solo, our
member can now quickly progress, develop
cross-country skills, and stay with the sport
with renewed interest.
Our club takes an altruistic view for the
sport. By forming liaisons with other clubs
we welcome members from these clubs, and
provide them with the opportunity to fly
with our club at our club rates and without
joining our club. In particular, we have a
close relationship with Caboolture club,
which is a coastal training club. When its
members need to extend their flying they
come to our club. We try to help their club
out by providing relief instructors for their
roster. At least annually (sometimes more
often) Caboolture club holds a cross-country
training week at our club. Both clubs believe
by doing this, we are retaining members for
the sport. More recently, we have commenced
a relationship with the Boonah club in a
similar way.
For about four years now we have had
a website online booking system for our club
aircraft. In surveys we have done for the club
members this benefit was important in why
they chose to join our club.
Our most recent initiative is an online
training booking system. In the past, we
have performed poorly in servicing training
of students. We felt we needed to give some
guarantee of progress when training, so before
a person could typically drive two hours to
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our club and only get one flight, their progress was slow, and some dropped out. Our
booking system is not a “time slot” booking
system and the member is still required to
come for the day. But now our instructors
know what students they have, and can
manage the training more effectively.
Your Club
In writing this article, and thinking about
the key areas, I tried to determine if any area
was more important than any other. I do
believe that if a club took only just one of
these key points and concentrated on it, it
would make a difference. None of these
things are hard to do – they just take a shift
of focus and club commitment to make it
work and cost nothing. I haven’t talked
about marketing, financials, etc.
The potential members out there are not
looking for a sport where they have to battle
to learn to fly, or participate in club politics,
or sit out the “club system” till they can go
solo. Being a real glider pilot shouldn’t mean
you have to pass the initiation test.
If you get the club “house in order”, you
will create an environment that people will
want to be a part of. It is not much use
marketing your club if your product lets
you down.

Moments in Life
Courtesy Southern Cross Gliding Journal
Many years ago, on turning up early to fly
at Booker, in England, a wellknown instructor
found that no one else had arrived.
However, a few minutes later a chap
appeared and asked if he’d come to the right
place for gliding. The instructor told him that
he had, and in subsequent conversation
enquired whether he had done any gliding.
He hadn’t, but was looking forward to it.
The instructor started telling him some
basic facts about flying a glider, at which
stage it suddenly struck him that he seemed
to be taking it all in rather easily, so he was
asked whether he had done any other sort of
flying.
Yes, he had. Where, he was asked. “I’m
with British Airways,” he explained. A couple
more questions revealed that he was actually
a Concorde pilot!
As the instructor’s wife said, “being a bit
of a know-all can get you into trouble!”

Open Libelle VH-GUK over Lockhart, flown by Mark Bland from Mount Beauty Gliding Club
Photo: Felix Niewenhuizen from Wagga Wagga Gliding Club’s Blanik, VH-GUH
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FLARM Trials
Rob Moore Chairman of the GFA Sports Committee, Peter Gray Chairman of the GFA Operations Panel

Over the last soaring season Australian pilots at various competitions have been
trialling the collision alerting system Flarm which I believe stands for Flight Alarm.

i

think there has been enough written in these
pages over the last months explaining how
it works and that it is not used as a primary
lookout system but is an alerting system for
see and avoid.
The GFA Board and Executive are quite
enthused with the system as many of the
pilots who have flown with the Flarm are.
At pilot meetings during competitions
there have been votes that Flarm should be
made compulsory for National competitions
Some Regional (State) competitions have
also stated that they want it made compulsory for State championships.
In our GFA we have two decisionmaking bodies when it comes to sporting
decisions: the first is the Sports Committee
and the next is the GFA Operational panel

who are interested in the safety
considerations. Both Chairmen sit on each
of the above committees.
By the time you read this the sports
committee will have met to discuss the future
of Flarm in the context of sporting matters
ie, whether it should be mandated for
National championships and have handed their
decision to the OPS/ Panel for consideration.
In recent years no equipment has been
mandated for use in competitions unless by
a substantial vote for this to happen at pilots’
meetings at the various National championships. The various regional committees
of GFA are free to mandate Flarm at their
championships if they wish.
Only one National competition that has
used Flarm over the current season voted for

it to be compulsory in contests. The other
voted on a wait to see the developments
policy. The Junior National pilots’ meeting
thought they would be a good idea for
the future.
The operations’ panel meet during the
long weekend in June and they will consider
the use of Flarm during competitions and
also for general use after which a decision
will be made on how we proceed with the
implementation of Flarm at a National level.
Three GFA clubs and many pilots are all
ready moving to, or have equipped their
sailplanes with, Flarm.
At a recent Board meeting proposals
to have GFA hold some Flarm units in stock
as hire units was not passed.

Who covets the job of GFA Trophies Officer?
Fred Foord
I have been doing this job for almost
longer than I can remember – except that
is recorded in the GFA Trophies Manual
which tells me that I took over from Col
Churches in 1985, just after I retired from
the workforce.
I had a break whilst I was full-time
GFA Secretary in 1989 and continued
afterwards. Now, approaching 80 and
having had several health warnings I have
decided to ease up, but like some voluntary jobs I have to continue until I find
my own replacement!

A Fun Job
‘Trophies’ is a fun job, not at all onerous,
and it has enabled me to keep in touch
with many of the most active and successful pilots. It is an ideal job in retirement,
not terribly time-consuming but requiring
a real interest in our competitions and
recording who wins everything each year.
It entails keeping accurate records in the
‘GFA Trophies Manual’, holding the
original in hard copy, maintaining a
duplicate hard copy at the Secretariat,
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with the help of the staff there, and
providing the same information to the GFA
Webmaster who updates the ‘Trophies
and Awards’ section on the GFA website.
And of course it is all on computer.

What is Entailed
Are you interested? You would do it all
at home in your own time, on your own
computer, mostly these days communicating by email. You would become a
member of the GFA Sports Committee
and probably attend one meeting each
year. You can charge GFA for out of
pocket expenses. All details of the duties
and responsibilities are set out in great
detail in Section 4 – Sporting – of the GFA
Manual of Standard Procedures (the
‘MOSP”) so why don’t you have a look at
that on the GFA webpages? You would
actually be appointed directly by the GFA
Board, but for most practical purposes
would report to the Chairman of the
Sports Committee, currently Rob Moore.
It is a rewarding task for someone
coming towards the end of a long and

active involvement in our sport, and an
excellent way of keeping in touch with the
leaders, notably the competition pilots.
For several years I acted as crew chief
for a fellow pilot at the Nationals (Rob
Moore and later Bob Irvine), and coupled
that pleasant task with looking after
the trophies responsibilities at those
Nationals, a combination which worked
well. There are now 44 GFA trophies to
be recorded. I also maintain the stock
of hardware for the GFA Annual Awards,
although the Awards Officer does the main
work for that area of responsibility

When do you start
Give me a ring on (08) 8386 2824 if you
want to know more. I have some loose
ends, mostly tying up the recent Nationals,
and calling for claims for the GFA Annual
Flying Awards (see May issue for that),
and I am happy to go on until the GFA
Annual General Meeting in September.
That is when I would like to hand it all over
to my successor.
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Promoting
the Sport or
Earning a Dollar
Number Two
Brian Trotter, Grampians Soaring Club

T

he avid reader of Soaring Australia
may remember reading an article
titled “Promoting the Sport or
Earning a Dollar” that was published early in 2005 in which Maurice Little
wrote about the annual camp conducted by
the Grampians Soaring Club at Port Fairy
in South Western Victoria.
In his article, Maurice described the very
picturesque seaside tourist town and how
over the past seven years the Club has been
able to raise valuable funds by undertaking
Air Experience Flights (AEFs) in conjunction
with the Club’s annual camp.
This summer, the Club again made its
annual excursion to the busy holiday centre
for the eighth successive year. The point of
this article is not to repeat things that were
written last year, but to give a quick breakdown on the statistics relating to this year’s
activity. Some of this information may be useful for other Clubs planning a similar activity.
Pricing of AEFs
In setting prices, there has always been the
ongoing debate within the Club at what level
should prices be set. There was always the
temptation to push the prices up to a much
higher level given strong demand as demonstrated by the long waiting lists. Against this
was the other view that we are trying to cater
for the family man camped in his tent/caravan
with his three children and to expose as many
people as possible to the activity we all enjoy
so much. All agreed that, whatever price was
set, it had to be a level that gave a reasonable
rate of return for the time put in by the members.
In previous years the Club had a oneprice structure for all AEFs. In the summer
of 04/05 this was $100 for a tow to approximately 3,000ft, which gave a flight averaging
22 minutes. This year however, a three-tier
price structure of $90 (Economy), $120
(Standard) and $150 (Deluxe) was adopted.
These prices corresponded to tows to 2,000ft,
3,000ft and 4,000ft giving average flight
times of 18 minutes, 22 minutes and 27
minutes respectively. Limited aerobatics
were offered on the Deluxe flight.
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The following table
tells its own
story as for
our pricing
structure in
2005/06.
Flight Option

Port Fairy township, beach and airstrip

No. of Flights taken

Economy
Standard
Deluxe
Total AEFs

39
40
49
128

Obviously, from a marketing point of
view, providing a range of flight options
was a successful move.
Age Distribution of Passengers
taking AEFs
It can be seen from the above chart that
30

Male
Female

25
20
15
10
5
0

>19 20-29 30-3940-49 50-59 60-69 70+

Air Experience Flights by age group

there is a normal distribution of passengers
flown across the age ranges shown. I have
grouped the Under 19 AEF students as one
group on the basis that a significant percentage of these were under 18 and this would
have made it difficult to chart by major age
groups. It is also difficult to market to this
age group, as, unless they are over 18, they
are dependant on others to get them to the
gliding field.
As can be seen from the chart, the vast
majority of those taking AEFs came from
the 30 to 59 age group with the more than
two-thirds of this group being over 40.

What can the gurus make out of this for
marketing gliding as a recreational activity?
The Trends in Demand over the
Eight Years of flying at Port Fairy
When we first took our tug and IS28 to Port
Fairy, we were fully booked up to three days
ahead. Although bookings remained heavy
over the next few years there was a noticeable
trend. The lead-time for bookings gradually
reduced to the point that this year we began
each day with a small number of scattered
bookings, usually managing to fill most spots
available on the day. There were however,
times when the glider sat on the ground
awaiting the arrival of a person wanting an
AEF, or was being used by a Club member
undertaking a training flight, site check or
taking a passenger/friend for a flight.
A quick analysis of the addresses of those
flown over the last four summers shows no
noticeable change in the percentage of
‘locals’ flown against the ‘tourist’. This study
has also revealed that, over this period, we
have flown a significant number of interstate
and overseas visitors. This is a reflection of
the renowned scenic beauty of the area.
What do these statistics mean for our
own club marketing and perhaps that of the
GFA? Do we need to be more proactive in
marketing AEFs, not only through local
accommodation houses but perhaps more
widely at the 40 to 60 year old age group?
Can we continue to just rely on the natural
beauty of the area, the high exposure site
and word of mouth to sell AEFs? These
and other questions need to be confronted
if this site is going to continue to be a worthwhile activity for the Club as a good fundraiser and the opportunity to promote
gliding generally.
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The Paterson Friendly Comp
Greg Holbut

Looking back at launch
Photo: Greg Holbut

In the latter part of 2005 the Central Coast Skysurfers Club received an invitation
to attend a friendly competition at Paterson (west of Newcastle, NSW) extended
by the Hunter Skysailors Club. Since the local sites are strictly controlled and
on private land, a large number of pilots jumped at the chance!

T

he Central Coast Skysurfers Club is very
mobile, with members flying all over the place,
including Bali and New Zealand as well as
most of the well-known east coast sites and
several lesser-known ones. Still, the chance
to fly somewhere different caused something
of a convoy to appear as we all packed our
camping and flying gear to trek north to
what was new territory for most of us.
On arrival we found a pleasant village
with low hills surrounding a number of
historic buildings, and a clean tree-lined river
with the odd mullet making a splash! The
day of arrival was less than ideal for flying,
but much fun was had learning how a comp
works, as many of us had never been in one.
A few foolhardy pilots tried their luck
launching at the rear of the Shed site with
spectacular results, but no-one got up or
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away, mostly because the wind was way too
strong. Great to be in the country, anyway!
There were pilots and their entourages
from Sydney, the Northern Beaches,
Manilla, and a couple from overseas as well.
The variation in experience was from very
low hours to a couple of AAA graded pilots.
One thing in common was that everyone
seemed to know how to drink, and this was
the expertise most on display this first day,
with the pursuit being carried on till very
late. Eventually we dispersed into the night,
some to a luxurious resort, some to the pubs,
others to tents, and me… well… the car was
cheap and the riverside parking cool.
In the morning our comp directors
busied themselves with site selection; the
decision was made to set off for Hooley
Dooley, a very nice launch within easy glide
of bomb-out and a long ridge to find ther-

mals on. All excited I jumped in the back of
a 4WD for the short bumpy trip to the top.
There is something special about the first trip
to a new launch and this was no exception.
Usually I tend to hang around take-offs
to make a long and detailed assessment of
conditions, but this time it seemed to me
from the forecast that the seabreeze might
push in as it had the day before, so I tried to
get off as soon as I could. Sounds easy, but
you have to be a bit aggressive to get a slot.
I jumped in and took a leap, hoping (as was
everyone else) to have a good fly and maybe
get a placing in the comp. Fortunately pilots
in the air before me showed me where the
thermals were and this made getting away
from the hill easier.
As I started heading up the valley towards
Singleton, I hit big sink and ended up looking at a low ridge facing the prevailing wind
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Keen to fly

as my only hope within glide. As luck would
have it, another pilot got there just before
me and was struggling in a small feisty bubble. I came in over the top of him and hit
pay dirt! Up and away, drifting in the direction I wanted to go and climbing at a steady
three to five metres per second, slowly reaching base (and to my surprise a sprinkle of
rain). As I cruised a cloud street, a song kept
playing in my head ‘Too Fast For Me, by the
Cruel Sea’. Along the way I came across
another pilot climbing in the same thermal
and it was fun to talk as we flew. He yelled
as we separated, PREMO!
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Photo: Greg Holbut

After another low save and several thermals later I arrived over Singleton to see the
possibility of convergence between the two
valleys that Singleton sits in. Hanging over
town for a while, watching other pilots skirting the town and going down to land (not
necessarily deliberately), my ever faithful
Firebird Hornet and I started to head toward
Muswellbrook. This became easy; so long as
I didn’t let the glider get below 3,000ft, the
thermals were regular and could be counted
on to exist under each cloud.
Flying over some huge mines, my eventual landing place was the Muswellbrook

side of Lake Liddell. As I approached the
power stations, the clouds had moved more
south of the road and the wind on the
ground had picked up to maybe 25kt, so
I opted to land beside the pleasant surround
of the lake to pack up on nice grass with
a cool breeze blowing.
Standing beside the New England Highway, I wondered if someone so ugly with
such a big pack would ever get a lift? Eventually an old Toyota wagon pulled up and
a young New Zealander offered me a lift to
Maitland. It turns out to be a bit of a struggle to fit my glider in and just enough space
for me. The young man is an unemployed
ski instructor and carries his whole life in the
wagon he calls home. At Maitland I slip him
$50, thinking it was way cheaper than walking and I genuinely wanted to help him.
In Maitland I walked two kilometres or
more to find a cab rank after being unsuccessful in hitching another ride. Surprisingly,
the cab fare to Paterson was only $37. Even
more surprisingly, back at Paterson my flight
gets me a place and I win a stuff bag…
something I hitherto did not own.
Many thanks to the Hunter Skysailors
and their helpers for such a great weekend!
This flight still fills my dreams and reminds
me why I fly. See you there! Wherever there
may be!
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An Extraordinary Day
David Phillips

If you see a weather map like this one, drop whatever
you are doing, get your glider on the car and head to
Stanwell Park. This was the map that confronted me
one Tuesday last February – it brought with it strong
Weather chart for Tuesday 7 February 2006
Courtesy Bureau of Meteorology

south-east winds, but mercifully clearing skies and no

rain. It also produced the best flying conditions I’ve experienced at Stanwell Park for a
very long time indeed.

A

ll summer I had been looking for some
Stanwell airtime, yet had been thwarted
at nearly every turn – my only reward just
one short sled ride in the Fun. Following
the arrival of a vigorous southerly front the
previous night (sufficient to blow over a few
trees and do some damage), the wind on
Tuesday morning was still very strong. It had
been easing all day and by 2pm was registering around 20 to 25kt at Bellambi Point.
It looked promising, but I was still a little circumspect as I slid away from work at 3pm,
facing a long trek across Sydney to retrieve
the trusty Millennium and head down to
Stanwell.
Negotiating peak hour traffic meant it
was after 6pm before I finally arrived. The
hill was empty, save for a single glider stooging overhead, enjoying what seemed to be
abundant lift, pushed along by a fairly lively
20 to 25kt wind. Direction was perfect. Even
though I was alone, I resolved to rig as quickly as possible, confident there would be a
passer-by I could lasso to help me get the
Millennium to launch. And so it was. A
couple of helpful tourists from Italy appeared,
and my old flying companion and Stanwell

Divine light
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resident Roy Dockerty arrived just at the
critical moment. With their help, it was easy
to walk the glider off the hill and into the
crisp late afternoon air.
Above the hill, the wind was around
25kt, and the lift smooth and abundant.
After fiddling around with the GPS for a
few passes, it was off to Mitchell’s and down
the coast. By this time it was nearly 7pm,
so I was surprised to see a very fat looking
cumulus cloud just south of Coalcliff. Parking underneath it yielded a very smooth
400ft/min climb to 2,800ft. As we climbed, I
noticed this wasn’t a solitary cloud, but was
the tip of a cloud street that stretched all the
way towards Wollongong. I had to drift a
long way back behind the ridge to get close
to cloudbase, but with such a cloud highway
before me, I was confident of getting back.

There are actually lots of landing areas in
the region behind the escarpment, including
a couple of large golf courses. It would be
a challenge to thread down between the
powerlines though…
No such concern as I followed the cloud
street, heading diagonally back towards the
coastline. It was easy flying, cruising at 30
to 35kt, slowing to climb under each cloud.
It was a very unusual perspective, a long way
downwind from the ridge and well above the
usual ridge lift. Looking to the left, I could
see another cloud street, parallel to the one
I was under, but well out at sea. The sun was
so low in the sky, the area beneath the clouds
in this street was bathed in rays of golden
sunlight. Cloud streets like these wouldn’t
have been out of place in the middle of the
day over the paddocks of Deniliquin. On the

Thermalling back over the freeway – plenty of landings to choose from
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coastline and over the ocean in the late
afternoon, it was simply amazing. The street
I was following crossed the escarpment just
south of Bulli and continued on over
Wollongong. So I did the same. The clouds
here were larger with dark bases. Even at
7:30pm, they yielded a very solid climb at
nearly 600ft/min. The lift was smooth and
well formed into a textbook thermal. With
the glider in a stable turn and trimmed out,
it could be left to circle hands off while I sat
back to enjoy the view. I left at 3,500ft,
probably 500ft below cloudbase, lest I stray
into controlled airspace.
From this altitude, the view over the city
and escarpment was spectacular. I flew out
over the beach at north Wollongong, made
a circuit over Wollongong town centre and
turned back to the north. I really didn’t want
to leave this amazing air, but it was getting
late and time to return to the Stanwell environs before darkness fell. My track took me
out over the beaches, well away from the
escarpment, yet the lift remained smooth
and consistent. I was still at 2,600ft as I
passed over the new sea bridge I’d walked

over in the rain just a few weeks ago. I
turned right out to sea at 90 degrees to the
wind, heading towards the next cloud street.
As we arrived under the nearest cloud, sure
enough, there was steady lift. Extraordinary
– thermalling in smooth lift at 2,500ft,
nearly two kilometres out to sea, in the last
few minutes of daylight.
Reluctantly, I left the lift, turned downwind and approached Stanwell at more than
100km/h ground (water?) speed. Arrived
over the landing area at 1,200ft with lift
everywhere. Put the glider on a tip and spiralled down. After many revolutions, we were
still at 900ft. Full brakes and more spiralling,
700ft. Only after a trip back in behind
Mitchell’s did we manage to work down to
circuit height. The landing was easy into
around 8kt of wind in the gathering gloom.
I walked the glider back into the park
and contemplated the extraordinary conditions. I suspect that the high pressure system
had brought in a cold southerly which produced a very unstable air mass. This was
offset by the ridging of the high, which
limited the development of cloud and rain.
It was truly an exceptional day. I wondered
what it would have been like if I’d been able
to launch an hour or so earlier.

Sitting pretty in the Millennium – the flight under way

The new sea bridge at Coalcliff

Approaching Stanwell Park from way out to sea

Back at Stanwell
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ONE TOO MANY…
Darcy Hogan
The Good Times Safari of 2005/06 had an unusually
good start, weatherwise.

B

enalla to Horsham was flown on the 27
December in reasonable conditions. Well
that was until the gliders ran into an
approaching front about 40km from
Horsham. Most of the seven headed north
and took some high climbs, over 9,000ft,
to make a gently slow and smooth finish to
the strip. Ron Grant had the misfortune to
round out his trusty Nimbus just at the time
that the wind-change arrived. Witnesses said
the glider just turned on the spot through
90-degrees, but damage was just some underwing scraps. Keep him busy this winter – rub
rub rub.
The Horsham Flying Club (the old and
revived WSC) was busy with some Bacchus
Marsh bods staying for a week or so. We
launched the next day for Pinnaroo, which
was achieved even though the thermal tops
only hit 6,000ft. Well, actually, not everybody made it. Pete Kelly (in Ron’s Nimbus)
missed by two paddocks so, being the tug
pilot for the day, I untied the beast, hopped
two fences and hauled him out.
The next day was a quick trip to
Waikerie (WKI), which also had a visiting
club to keep it busy doing some winch
launching. A few beers were had with some
old mates from WKI, including Haidyn
Dunn. And so it was 30 December and
we were well ahead of our schedule to get
to Wilpena Pound. The forecast was good,
as indeed the actual weather turned out to

be. The fleet mostly sat at 10,000ft plus or
minus a bit, except for Shaun Driscoll in his
Nimbus 3 who seemed to be eternally stuck
at 6,000ft. Indeed, he ended up following
me in the tug as I turned Hawker and headed for Arkapeena Station, at the foot of
The Pound.
I must admit here that I hadn’t taken
a Pawnee cross-country for years and now
I remembered why. On a 10,000ft day and
11kt thermals I bobbed along at low level
like a cork in the ocean.
Then there is the fuel problem: VH-TOJ
only carries 147 litres of usable fuel (that is
about two hours flying on cruise settings) so
you don’t get to go too far without a stop.
We had half a dozen jerry cans with us to
solve the problem, but it still meant stopping
a lot. Anyway, as I set of from WKI after the
launch, and a refuel, (by the way, thanks to
Ann Woolf at WKI for looking after out fuel
needs) I was heading for Peterborough (PBR)
when I realised that the cans were with Ron
but the syphon hose and ladder were with
Laurie Bunnick in a separate car. Now it all
gets really complicated from here on but
know this: Ron’s trailer is generally held as
bad. Laurie McKinley’s trailer
is known to be bomb proof.
And the front of the old age Air Traffic
Control book (we only had two back then!)
used to say, in red, ‘Never Assume Anything’.
Rule One.
Having realised that the syphon was
essential to refuel, but in a separate trailer,
I radioed Ron to intercept Laurie to get the
syphon and ladder. He replied that Laurie
was stuck in Burra with a broken trailer
wheel. Oh yes, Ron is towing Peter Martin’s
trailer and Laurie B is towing Ron’s trailer, all
right? And John Warrington is towing Laurie
Mc’s trailer – bombproof. Ron said
he would wait by the side of the road for
Laurie to catch up. WHAT? But Laurie is
stuck in Burra. The radio then got overly
saturated as seven glider pilots and four cars
babbled away totally ignoring Rule One.
I gave up and continued to PBR.

I arrived at said PBR and waited. An
hour passed. I throw stones down the windsock – very tricky game that. Then a car
horn announced the arrival of Laurie B.
WHAT!? He had heard zip on the radio
(he and Ron are as deaf as posts) but fully
knowing he had the ladder and syphon hose
(now known as the Lederhosen) in the trailer
came to PBR to help Ron and I. “But what
about the broken trailer wheel?” News to
Laurie B! The Ron turns up. “How come you
missed Laurie?” “Oh,” says Ron, “I took the
wrong road out of Burra.” “So what is with the
broken trailer?” “Oh” he says (again), “that was
Laurie Mc’s trailer.” So the use of the word
Laurie referred to the trailer owner and not
the driver of the dodgy trailer and it was John
who was stuck in Burra with a broken bearing. One too many Lauries. Rule One please!
So, as normal when we go to Wilpena,
we stayed at Rawnsley Station, which is well
set up for the likes of us, ie, comfy. The next
day I managed to steal Ron’s toy and sat at
11,000ft for a couple of hours just to cool
off. It was hot down below, very hot. It is
always good to enjoy a flight going nowhere,
and after an hour or so looking around The
Pound and dodging the odd passing shower I
sank onto the ridge south of the strip for
a while before landing and preparing for
NYE at The Woolshed.
Then the fun stopped. A ‘high’ arrived
and the area was so stable even the horses
didn’t bother to bolt.
After a couple of days things got boring
and there was nothing for it but to spend a
night at Hawker, the nearest town to The
Pound, where there was a pub and a pie shop.
Now at the pub there was a promotion
happening and every time you bought a VB
you got a scratch ticket for a VB branded
prize, like a hat or T-shirt. So, after the pie
shop, we had a beer. Peter Kelly decided he
was in charge of scratchies and rubbed off
the cover as he gave them out, but every one
had the word SORRY printed underneath.
We had another beer and a repeat. And
another. And another. Now Peter was sick
of the game and just gave the scratchies out
and guess what? We all won a hat. Except
for Peter whose card just said SORRY.
We laughed so loud… One too many…
After three days of heat we packed up the
gliders and drove back to PBR in the hope of
finding some good weather. I drove down to
PBR with Peter Martin in his old Land
Cruiser (don’t call it a Nissan!). Peter has a
Jantar 2B and was sharing the trailer with Ed
Bishop in a similar glider. Ed got

Laurie Mc, Ed and Ron at the first
and last Burra Gliding Club launch

Photos: Darcy Hogan
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Tasman
Trophy
Paul Mander
The next two Tasman Trophy
competitions will be held
in New Zealand, see their website
for more.

Laurie B doing the job at Peterborough whilst Darcy supervises!

to be towed there but once he hit the farm
areas got off tow and had a good trip. (The
trouble with trying to get away from Wilpena
on a low day is a vast lack of landing areas
so we went back to the farmed areas.)
The plan for the next day was to try for
Renmark. We started the day at the old
railway museum, having a guided tour of the
old days before the sun appeared and called
us to the strip. The plan seemed to be on
track with climbs to 7,000ft or so but then
the day died. I was in the Pawnee and after
launching the seven went back for a couple
of relights. The last was John Warrington
who was sharing an LS3 with Mike Kornhauser. As John and I towed out and I headed for WKI he said he would hang on till
we met the others. He hung on all right.
Till Morgan I think, so the last 30 klicks was
pretty safe! But it was a wise move because
as we got to WKI we were all alone. The
radio kept us informed that the others might
not make it and so the Burra Gliding Club
started its short history. John, as stated,
towed to WKI and Shaun in his Nimbus
and Stewart Smith in his Ventus used their
engines to beat the thermal gods.
And so to Burra. The lads had found
an airfield-like paddock to land in, so on
the next morning, after a comfy night at the
WKI Hotel, I set off to the west in the trusty
Pawnee and sure enough there they were in
the paddock, about 15 klicks east of Burra.
The farmer was over the road cutting his
crop whilst his daughter drove the harvester.
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The weather was not cooperating. After a
long sit Laurie McKinley decided to test the
air but to no avail, so we adjourned to the
shade of a pepper tree. After some time Peter
Kelly stirred the glider lot into action as high
level cloud seemed to bring a change. The
sniffer went straight to 8,000ft and the rest
lined up for a launch. Some had a good day,
some bad. Some went straight to 10,000ft
and to WKI. One went due east, then west,
then east again, following the upper clouds.
Winds at 10,000ft gave a 40ft tailwind
whilst at 4,000ft a 15kt headwind. All
worked towards WKI but Ron bit the dust
at ‘The Gums’. I was nearly at WKI so did
a 180 and headed back to get the lad.
And so we crawled back to Benalla, visiting the good folks at Mildura (always friendly and helpful), and then some Horsham
Club lads at Swan Hill learning how to be
ultralight instructors! Hmm. Says something
about gliding does it not?
Between Mildura and Swan Hill Ron
hit the dust again but Laurie B found him.
Ron pinpointed himself by saying he was
next to a vineyard! Oh really. I’ll just go
find one. And the tug radio tossed it in.
Thus the safari ended, with a whimper.
It might have been the last Good Time Safari
as we run out of pilots (and crew, especially
Margaret and Melinda) and also places to
go in southern Australia in the summer.
But then again we have the winter
to come up with a cunning plan.

The objective of this friendly event is
to foster good relationships between the
Australian and New Zealand gliding
movements, and to encourage up-and-coming
pilots by giving them some overseas
experience. There is no direct funding of the
position but each country assists the visiting
pilot in various ways, usually by supplying a
glider similar to that being flown by the
host’s representative.
The selection is made from any Australian
competitor in any national class, based on an
appraisal of their performance in the relevant
contest. Pilots, other than Juniors, who have
competed in an FAI international event are
excluded. Junior pilots may apply for this
position.
Applications or enquiries are invited from
those interested in representing Australia in
next season’s contest. Contact Paul Mander by
telephone
on 0417 447974, or email <paul@
mander.net.au>. Applicants should nominate
which competition results they would like the
selection committee to take into account.

Junior Tasman trophy
At the last JoeyGlide Junior Nationals at
Leeton we supported a New Zealand Junior,
Dane Dickinson, to travel to Australia and to
compete. This was intended to be the start of a
Junior Tasman Trophy, parallelling the “senior”
contest but restricted to Junior pilots.
Whilst our initiative has not yet stimulated
a definite commitment
from our neighbours, the International Teams
Selection Committee would
be interested in hearing from any
Junior who would like to compete
in this capacity. Details as above.
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GFA Executive Officer’s Report
(overnight). We were stopped by the
Highway Police outside Madura for a
licence check and a “What’s in the
trailer?” query. The police officer didn’t
look like he was much older than Adam. I
must be getting old.

Goldfields Gliding Club

John Welsh

A very busy month for me since the
last report, I’m sitting back at
Roleystone and feeling a wee bit
bone-weary.
Club Class Championships, Benalla –
an article on this is elsewhere in the
magazine
The day after the championships Adam Howell
and I hit the road to Waikerie, and had a good run
through to just short of Renmark. There the driverside trailer tyre shredded itself, with the tread
detaching and wrapping around the axle, requiring
some surgery with a large screwdriver.
We fitted the spare, and then tried to get
somewhere to fit my spare casing onto the rim,
with no luck without a large amount of money to
change hands.
So instead, we limped into Waikerie and
stayed over at with Allen and Marie Hudson,
(thanks folks for the hospitality,) and enjoyed a
sumptuous barbecue at the Waikerie Gliding Club
hosted by President John Hudson to celebrate the
arrival of their shiny new LS7 purchased from
Kingaroy.

Waikerie
Still no luck in finding someone to spend five
minutes at a tyre-fitting machine, so we called
another lay day. Allen let me fly his lovely ASW 20
KYA, which he has fully renovated to new
condition. The Waikerie Club members were doing
their best to wear out their new LS7 in one day.

The Nullarbor again
Tyre shop first thing in the morning, then
over the Murray on the ferry at Waikerie
thence Morgan–Burra–Port Augusta–
Ceduna (overnight, another trailer tyre)–
Nullabor–Eucla (go to the town for fuel,
it’s much cheaper than the border
roadhouse)–Madura–Caiguina–Balladonia
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A diversion off-track to a pre-arranged meeting
with some Kalgoorlie residents, who are in the
process of resurrecting the Goldfields Gliding Club.
Some administration problems were sorted out for
them on the spot. They are intending to renovate
two Blaniks, including No 1 Blanik VH-GFS and a
Kookaburra. Alf Williams has built a neat rope
winch into a retired gold armoured van, which will
give good protection for the driver with sheet
armour and bullet-proof glass. Another option is
for the local aero club to fit a tow hook onto a
Cessna 172. One of Alf’s objectives is to get the
local kids in the Kalgoorlie Air Training Corps
airborne in gliders, which is well worth supporting.
The conditions are certainly interesting there,
with soarable clouds noted at 8am in the sky out of
Balladonia, and I well remember Doug McLennan’s
descriptions of thermals to great heights north of
Kalgoorlie.
The WA Regional Technical Officers
are now making arrangements for training suitable
club members for operational and airworthiness
roles to help the club get airborne again.
After a very positive meeting, Adam and I hit
the road again, arriving at Beverley just after 8pm.
Dumping the trailer
by my hangar, saying goodbye to Adam,
I wasted no time getting back to Roleystone,
completing a 14.5 hour day for me, and I certainly
didn’t need rocking to sleep. A great experience,
but I wouldn’t drive that distance again as the solo
driver (7,500+ km in total.) Thanks to crew Adam
Howell for looking after Mike Yankee and me at
the comps, and for keeping me alert during the
driving.

Back to Reality
The next two weeks were a round of frenetic
activity, collating and redistributing the papers for
the Executive and Board meetings on the weekend
of the 18 and 19 February.
I was contemplating on the inbound B737
flight that it took just over three hours airline flying
to do the same trip that it took me four solid days
of driving.
The two days were the usual hard slog of
presentations, debate, negotiation and decision.
I have prepared a separate article
with brief notes from the Executive/Board
meetings. Contact me or your State Board
Member for any amplification of the notes. The
provisional minutes of both meetings should be
available on the GFA website
by the time you read this.

On the Sunday evening, I had a brief meeting
with Chris Fogg, the General Manager of the HGFA,
to discuss some matters of mutual interest to both
organisations, and I hope to report on what
we develop in later editions.

20 February 2006
– Meeting with OAMPS
Daryl Connell (GFA President), Beryl
Hartley (GFA Treasurer) and I met with
Wayne Cottier and Chris Agnew from
OAMPS
at the GFA Office at Essendon Airport.
The main purpose of the meeting was
to discuss the seven main insurances
policies that the GFA holds, as the
renewal is due on six of them by the end
of April, which are:
• Broad-Based Liability Policy
• GFA General Legal Liability Cover
• Contingent Liability
• Voluntary Workers Personal Accident
• Flight Risks Personal Accident
• Business Package
The last Insurance policy is for
Association Liability and the renewal date
is 31 October 2006. This replaces the
previously existing Directors and Officers
Liability policies.
OAMPS delivered a very good training
session of the in and outs of the policies,
it certainly increased my knowledge of
the subject. OAMPS has issued a
standard briefing file to me that outline
the conditions of the policies. From this it
is hoped that I can answer most queries
from GFA members. As I am not a
licensed insurance advisor, I have to refer
anything that requires specific advice to
OAMPS. If you wish an electronic copy of
the briefing file, it is available as “GFA
Insurances” on the GFA Web site at
[www.gfa.org.au/gfainfo/]
OAMPS is going to contribute an
Insurance column to Soaring Australia to
help members be able to knowledgeably
discuss the issues and list their insurance
cover. Their first contribution is included in
this issue.
I am also in the middle of updating an
insurance policy matrix that Bryan Blackburn prepared when he was GFA
Insurance Officer. The aim is to publish
the updated table in the next edition of
Soaring Australia, for member easy
reference.

24 February – WAGA Meeting
I attended the regular WAGA meeting
where there were a couple of items
worthy of mentioning to national
members:
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The three main clubs (Beverley,
GCWA and Cunderdin) are
coordinating a
“Try Gliding” day on the same date at
all three clubs, with WA Development
Officer Richard McLean playing a
leading role. WAGA voted to give the
organizing group an advertising
budget to promote the fixture.
• The WAGA President, Graeme
Wishart, is preparing a paper on the
potential for developing Cunderdin
Airfield as
a secure base of gliding operations
in WA. Security of tenure problems
at Beverley have highlighted to other
WA clubs not to be complacent about
their airfield usage and leasing
arrangements with airfield owners.
Happy Soaring, remember your
priority task is “Under 700ft, Land Safely.”

GFA EXECUTIVE OFFICER

John Welsh
10 Merton Road, Roleystone WA 6111
Email: <EO@gfa.org.au>
Blog: [www.arach.net.au/~jwelsh/Blog.htm]
Mobile: 041 794 5981 (CDMA)
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GFA Badges & Certificates
FA I B A D G E C L A I M S

DIAMOND GOAL

To 28 February 2006

LARCOMBE, Ross Andrew Albury/Corowa GC
DIAMOND DISTANCE

A BADGE

FARRELL, Robert Mark

11176 Boonah GC

A & B BADGE

LARCOMBE, Ross Andrew Albury/Corowa GC
MYSZAK, Wieslaw
Narromine GC
JOHNSON, Nathan Grant Wagga Wagga GC

BUCHNER, Abel-John LL 11169 NSW Air TC

DIAMOND C BADGE

B & C BADGE

MYSZAK, Wieslaw

ALLEN, Jerome C

11089 Byron Soaring

A, B & C BADGE

USAMI, Katsumi
BATES, Vincent
COUSINS, Robert
LIEBING, Olav Sven P
CARTER, Alexander M
WESLEY, Allan John

11170
11171
11172
11173
11174
11177

Narromine GC
Caboolture GC
Beverley SC
Lake Keepit GC
GCV
Darling Downs SC

4613
4614
4615
4616
4617
4618

Southern Cross GC
Lake Keepit GC
Southern Cross GC
Lake Keepit GC
Bendigo GC
Adelaide GC

SILVER C BADGE

OGDEN, Damian Bruce
LIEBING, Olav Sven P
DUNSHEA, Shaun
STEWART, John Leslie
BALDINI, Stephen
FIETZ, Peter
GOLD C BADGE

222

Narromine GC

129
130

Kingaroy GC
Murray Valley GC

31

Canberra GC

750KM DISTANCE

TURNER, Francis Grant
BLUNT, Craig Eugene
1,000KM DISTANCE

AGNEW, Richard Q

Claims for all badges and certificates to:
FAI Certificates Officer Beryl Hartley
PO Box 275, Narromine NSW 2821
Ph: 02 6889 2733 (w), 02 6889 1250 (h)
Fax: 02 6889 2933,
Email <hartley@avionics.com.au>.
Decentralised Competition entries to:
Chris Stephens
PO Box W48 Wanniassa ACT 2903
Ph: 02 6231 4121,
Email <poboxw48@dynamite.com.au>.

NEWTON, Mark
1617 Adelaide Uni GC
FIALKA, Francis Joseph 1618 GCV
JORGENSEN-DAY Sean M 1619 Adelaide GC
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GFA News
‘Australian Gliding’ and
‘Soaring Australia’ to the USA
When I was competing in the US World
Class Nationals at Hobbs, New Mexico in
2004, on non-flying days I spent time in
the library of the SSA headquarters. They
have a fantastic collection of gliding
books and magazines. Looking through
all I found a collection of ‘Australian
Gliding’, from mid-1950 to 1987.
As I had spent about eight days in the
last three years helping Emilis Prelgauskas
sort out and file over 10,000 Australian
Gliding and Soaring Australia magazines,
I knew that the remaining editions SSA
required were on hand there.
So, on returning to Australia, I went to
Emilis’s library and found all, to January
2005 – a 17 years’ collection, weighing
almost 30kg.
The next problem was to get them to
the US. With their weight I knew it would
cost a few dollars. Then I remembered
a good friend of mine Bill Snead, a PW-5
owner from Texas, would be competing
at the Nationals at Waikerie. As I had
arranged the hire of a Standard Cirrus
for his use there I realised I would be
meeting him, so I asked Bill, and his wife
Nancy, if they could possibly take the
magazines back to America.
‘No worries’. They split the collection
in half, packed it in the bottom of their
luggage and within 48 hours, after
Waikerie, they were in Texas.
Bill kept the magazines for a couple
of months, read through them, then put
them in his Cessna and flew them down
to SSA at Hobbs.
Of the 618 Australian Gliding editions
since 1951 I only need 19 more copies
for a complete set. If you have editions
from December 1951 to December 1954
and have no further use for them please
contact me by email at <GliderKeith@
bigpond.com>, phone 08 8753 2306,
or by snail mail to 66 Railway Terrace,
Keith Willis
Wolseley, SA 5269.

News From The
Schleicher Factory
Schleicher might be the world’s oldest
glider manufacturer but its drive to remain
at the forefront of technology continues
unabated.
A guided tour through the factory
leaves visitors in no doubt that those
renowned high production standards
are being lifted even further.
The area currently under attack is
wing shrinkage. Schleicher internal
research traced it back to a combination
of spar shrinkage and moisture
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absorption of the foam located between
the inner and outer wing skins.
A heavy investment in a new tempering oven (allowing much higher tempering
temperatures) plus a revised wing manufacturing process has already shown very
positive and encouraging results. The first
gliders manufactured under the new
scheme remain under close scrutiny!
The supply bottleneck with the rotary
engine manufactured by Diamond Aircraft
is now a problem of the past. This engine
is available in sufficient quantities again
and is now exclusively used on all selflaunching Schleicher gliders.
The very early rotary engines are now
approaching 400 hours of service. Schleicher has dismantled one of those engines
for an examination of wear patterns.
However, no problems were found and
the engine was re-assembled without
component replacement underlining the
engine’s first class reputation for
reliability, dependability, quietness and
vibration-free running. A far cry from the
old two-stroke engine technology.
Customers are reminded that engine
conservation prior to long periods of
inactivity remains an important issue.
The Schleicher factory is now fully
certified for engine maintenance and
testing. This means that all engine
assembly, test runs and aircraft
integration is now conducted under the
quality assurance program of the
Poppenhausen factory in Germany.
Production of the ASG 29 is now in
full swing. A weekend production
program is being introduced to make
better use of the available moulds and to
keep delivery times at an acceptable
level. Although the aircraft is available in
15m wingspan (for racing class) and 18m
wingspan (for 18m FAI class) the far
majority of orders are for the 18m version.
The first ASG 29 for an Australian
customer is leaving the factory in June/
July 2006.
Soon the production of the “Turbo”
version ASG 29-18E will start. The engine
will be identical to the Standard Class
glider ASW 28-18E. It features a single
lever engine control system with an
unprecedented ease of engine operation.
The first deliveries to Australian
customers are expected to commence in
mid-2007.
Certification of the self-launching version of the ASK 21 Mi is expected for
mid-2006. With the release of this
motorised two-seat trainer the traditional
way of instructing new glider pilots will be
challenged. The first powered gliders are

already in service and the first ASK 21 Mi
for an Australian customer will be dispatched in late May. A second one will
follow about one month later. Both gliders
will be operated by Queensland-based
customers and, amongst other duties,
are expected to be utilised for passenger
flying without involving traditional gliding
infrastructure.
One of the ASK 21 Mi will have call
sign NTT – No Tug Today.

OAMPS Insurance
– Frequently Asked Question
Is the GFA scheme Broad Based Liability
Insurance (BBL) only advantageous to
private owners?
Quite to the contrary! The BBL provides coverage to the GFA itself, affiliated
associations, clubs as well as their individual financial members. Coverage is
provided for flying and non-flying gliding
activities. This is much broader than any
aircraft policy, which restricts coverage to
an accident caused by the aircraft/glider.
All GFA members who insure their
glider via OAMPS, receive a discount in
excess of 33% from their liability
premium. This equates to at least $125
for single-seat gliders with $1m limit. This
saving increases as cover increases or if
the glider has a passenger seat or the
limit is higher. The BBL also induces
competitors to reduce their premium to
stay competitive with the GFA scheme.
In addition to the saving mentioned
above, without the BBL Policy, members
would not have insurance for non-flying
activities which, if purchased separately,
would be at additional expense.
(The above comments are only a
summary of the policy and should not be
relied upon as advice. Formal enquiries
must be made to the GFA or OAMPS
Aviation on 02 88385760 before making
any decisions regarding insurance based
on the above comments)

Wayne Cottier, OAMPS Aviation

FA I B A D G E N E W S
Congratulation to Peter Fietz who gained
his C certificate in 1967 and his Silver C
in 2006. He certainly wins the prize this
year of the best prepared claim
application.
Sporting Licence Applications can be
downloaded from the GFA web page
www.gfa.org.au. Send application form,
payment and photographs to Beryl
Hartley. PO Box 275, Narromine. NSW
2821
April 2006
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AUSTRALIA

Paragliding State of Origin

Dalby “Big Air”

Mystic Cup

14-16 April 2006

23-28 April 2006

18-19/3 and 1/4/2006

Mt Borah, Manilla NSW. This competition is aimed at
bringing novices into comp and XC flying in a fun and
safe way. It’s about the promotion of skills and safety.
The comp is based on flying crews (5 pilot teams,
made up of at least 1 adv and 2 nov pilots and then 2
other pilots), so get your crew together. Handicapping
is used for scoring. C grade sanction (pending). Many
prize categories. Reserve, UHF radio and at least three
hours XC flights are required. Register: 7 pm
Thursday 13 April at
the Royal Hotel. Contact: James Thompson on
02 49468680 or <james.b.t@hunterlink.net.au> for
info or pilot pack.

Dalby, QLD. Entries for this HG aerotow comp will be
strictly limited to 50 aerotow qualified pilots. Hook
knife and your own tested weaklinks are compulsory
at this competition. Entry fee of $350 covers T-shirt,
presentation dinner, strip and hangarage fees and all
tows on comp days (practice days $25 per tow).
Saturday 22 April
is the warm up day for the “Big Air”. Due to the
growing success of the “Dalby Big Air” comp,
it is necessary to register your interests before 10
April. Enquires and registration to <daron@
aclad.com.au> or phone President Boof (Daron) on
0431 240610. GAP parameters: AA grade sanction
pending, 5km,70km,10%.

Bright, VIC. B sanctioned comp, held on the weekends
of 19-20 November 2005, 3-4 December 2005,
17-18 December 2005, 7-8 January 2006, 21-22
January 2006, 25-26 February 2006, 18-19 March
2006 and 1 April 2006. An introduction to competition
flying for XC pilots. 1 April final day and presentation
night. 5km, 25km, 90min, 15%. Contact: Craig Collins
<craig@alpineshire.
viv.gov.au>.

Gliding Queensland Easter Gliding
Regatta
10-18 April 2006

Sky Surfers Tow Clinic

Chinchilla, QLD. Practice day 10 April. An entry fee of
$100 is payable by 1 March 2006. Please visit
<boonahgliding.com.au> for an entry form or ph: Rob
Izatt on 0408 016164. Beginners to hotshots all
welcome!

17-18 & 22-23 April 2006

Flatter Than The Flatlands
14-17 April 2006 (Easter)
Birchip, VIC. HG pilots are invited to the 13th annual
Flatter Than The Flatlands XC towing competition. The
event will be conducted over the four-day Easter long
weekend. Entry fee is $75 and includes maps, daily
prizes, presentation dinner, scoring, goal beers and
lots of fun. After the flying each day, social events
including a Red Faces competition, movie night and
much more will be held with prizes awarded.
Cameras not required, GPS recommended, parachute
compulsory, lots of fun guaranteed. Entries only
accepted from teams of five pilots. Entries open 8
February at 8pm. Entries accepted on first come
basis. Places confirmed on comp website after full
team payment received. Following success of
previous events, get organised early. Twelve tow
strips, two held in reserve for South Australian teams
until 16 February. To enter, ph: Ian Rees 03 97621364.
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Breezer, Gunnadah NSW. The purpose of this tow
clinic is to enable paraglider pilots to qualify for the
HGFA tow endorsement. This involves a minimum of
ten tows per pilot, including at least two simulated
weak link breaks. There is also an element of theory;
we expect pilots to be comfortable with the theory of
lift, stalls and tucks, with particular regard to the
implications of changes in angle of attack. The tow
clinic is reserved for HGFA licensed paraglider pilots
who are currently financial. We prefer pilots to use
certified paragliders, which the manufacturers have
acknowledged to be suitable for towing. The clinic provides a hydraulic pay-out winch, driver, tow releases
and radios. The pilot is expected to bring his
own paraglider and harness. (HG or PG pilots with a
current tow endorsement are welcome
to join in on the sessions.) For more information visit
the Central Coast Sky Surfers website at [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. You can book your
course by emailing <coxy@ccparagliding.
com.au> or call us on 0417 355897.

Inglewood Fly-in
28 April - 1 May 2006
Inglewood, Qld. A fun long weekend for hang glider
and microlight pilots. Lots of flying, lots of activities,
brought to you by the Inglewood and District Historical
Society. For further information, including full details
on local accommodation and associated events
throughout the weekend, call Alex and Deanne Selle
on 07 4652 1402.

Queensland Cross Country Coaching
Week
25-29 September 2006
Please contact Ralph Henderson <rhenderson@iinet.
net.au>.
Note: GAP parameters, where listed in the
above events, are: bomb-out distance
(minimum scoring distance), nominal distance
(minimum task length), nominal time (minimum
expected winners time), and goal percentage
(nominal percentage in goal).
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HGFA General Manager’s Report
The New Year speeds on. It’s amazing
how fast the summer has come and
gone. Reports from around the
country do indicate that the summer
weather hasn’t always been
conducive to providing the best in
consistent flying conditions, but
nevertheless there has been some
good competitions and a good deal of
free-flying. A good deal of non-flying
activity has been going on, too. Here’s
some of the round up from the month
of February.
CASA and Air Law Reform Update
News of the CASA restructure has been published
indicating that CASA will disband its Canberra
office and make the headquarters for the General
Aviation (that which we fall under) and Air
Transport sections in Brisbane. The Queensland city
is seen as a major aviation hub for both Australia
and the Asia-Pacific region. For General Aviation
operations, CASA will create a Northern Region,
managed from Darwin, an Eastern Region,
managed from Brisbane, a Southern Region,
managed from Melbourne, and a Western Region,
managed from Perth. Sub-offices will exist at
Cairns, Townsville, Tamworth and Adelaide. Sydney
will continue to operate as a separate general
aviation field office. News also comes that Part
103 and Part 149 will now be fast tracked toward
completion by end 2006 or early in the first
quarter of 2007.

Competitions Committee
– New PG Members Voted In
The Paragliding Competition Committee
representatives elections took place during the
Australian Paragliding Open at Bright,
11 to 18 February 2006. Stewart Dennis, Brandon
O’Donnell and Ian McFarlane all stood down and did
not re-stand due to other commitments. Subsequently Enda Murphy and Heike Hamann were
elected, with Benn Kovco fulfilling the role of PG
Development Officer.

Electrical Safety Awareness
An incident in early February involving a paraglider
flying onto overhead powerlines in the Mid North
Coast region of NSW again highlights the need for
awareness to the potential electrical hazards to
our pilots. Mr Mark Mulligan, the Country Energy
Chief Safety Officer, would like pilots to be
conscious that their safety depends on awareness
and good flight planning. Pilots should always give
some pre-launch time to identifying the location of
overhead powerlines in the immediate area and
remain vigilant at all times throughout the flight
for lines that cross their flight path. As part of the
pre-flight hazard identification process, you should
undertake a ground based pre-flight assessment to
identify any aerial hazards, even when flying in
familiar territory. Be mindful also that other factors,
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like wind direction and amount of sunlight, can
create additional hazards, as the dull surface of
powerlines can be even more difficult to detect
when flying at dawn or dusk or on overcast days.
Remember also that clipping or damaging
powerlines is not just hazardous to yourself, but
also for people on the ground or those assisting in
any rescue attempt who could be seriously injured
if they came in contact with a live powerline.
Following the Mid North Coast incident, NSW
based energy company, Country Energy, has
offered to provide a representative speaker to
attend NSW club meetings where they would provide a presentation on Electrical Safety Awareness.
A number of NSW clubs have now taken up this
offer. For more electrical safety information you
can contact Country Energy on 13 23 56 or visit
their website at [www.country
energy.com.au/safety].

Non-Members Flying Your Sites
Reports have been received that a number of
pilots are flying Rainbow Beach and upper NSW
coastal sites without being current members of
the HGFA. These reports come with concern that
the disregard for the legal, Council and National
Parks requirements to be current members of the
HGFA, combined with the lack of third party
insurance provided through HGFA membership,
will affect the privileges of ongoing access to
these sites. These pirate pilots may well destroy the
licence we have to fly these areas. While the HGFA
is trying to track these people down and seek their
compliance to register and gain the insurance
required, it is up to other local flyers to assist with
more definite reports on who these people are. We
all lose if they cause third party injury that results
in our access privilege being taken away.

Parallel Path
– An Issue of the Future
The first submission has been made to CASA for a
hang glider pilot to operate under the parallel
path. This alternative provides for
an already certified hang glider or paraglider pilot
to elect to have CASA as its overseeing body
instead of the HGFA. While currently unavailable
without the new air laws being
in place, this alternative will present a new challenge to site management. CASA does not make
any requirement to hold third party insurance and
therefore any pilot that may be successful in
operating under their supervision in the future is
likely to appear on your local site and want to fly.
Councils, National Parks and landowners generally
only allow our activities from sites which they own
or govern because of the insurance we hold. The
question now presents itself, how are we going to
manage our hard won access privileges when
there are likely to be non-insured pilots flying
under this new alternative path? The immediate
answer can only be by requesting all pilots to
validate their HGFA membership or some alterna-
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tive insurance cover that meets the criteria of the
body granting the access privilege. The Board will
be looking at this issue and to potential options
where we can safeguard our pilots’ privilege of
continued access.

Incidents/Accidents
Accident reporting is an important aspect
of our operations. Reporting accidents or incidents
provides a service to other pilots who might learn
from the various situations which might present to
any one of us at any time. Reading how one pilot
got through a given situation may well save
another from coming undone in a similar situation.
Of even greater importance is the reporting of
defects found in the equipment we entrust our
lives to. I strongly urge all pilots to send reports of
any incident or accident (whether involved in or
witnessed) so that we can all learn how to avoid
or overcome potentially disastrous situations
through our flying activities. Remember, the
purpose of reporting and the subsequent analysis
of any accident or incident is not to attribute fault
or blame; it is solely for the purpose of learning
from the experience of others.
Any accident that involves a member
of the public or is likely to result in a claim
against our insurance must be reported
to the General Manager as soon as possible
following the accident.

Number 1
Pilot:
Experience:

Intermediate
250 hours total,
40 hours last 90 days
Aircraft type:
PG
Pilot injury:
Bruises and cuts
Aircraft damage:
Torn airfoil
Location:
Inland hill
Conditions:
Strong winds with
moderate to strong
turbulence
Description:
The site is an inland hill which gives good soaring
opportunities. While flying, the wind began to
increase significantly. The pilot attempted to apply
speed bar to gain better penetration into the wind,
but found that the speed bar was not working correctly. The pilot flew to the side of the hill and into
a valley where he encountered increased lift and
stronger winds. The pilot attempted big ears and
spiral manoeuvres to descend, with limited
success. The pilot then turned tailwind and flew
over a small ridge where he encountered severe
sink. Now travelling quite fast and descending
rapidly, he was unable to avoid a fence line which
caught him across the legs and brought him down.
The glider tangled onto the fence.
Comments:
On later inspection of the speed bar the pilot
found that it had not been connected properly or
had become disconnected during launch. The pilot
recommends that an “in-flight check” be made
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soon after launch to ensure that the wing is flying
correctly and nothing has tangled in the lines or
become undone during launch. Test the speed bar
soon after launch. If there is anything that is not
correct you should start preparing to land.

Number 2
Pilot:
Experience:

Restricted
42 hours total,
16 last 90 days
Aircraft type:
PG
Pilot injury:
Nil
Aircraft damage: Minor damage to outside
heathon three lines, partially split cell
Location:
Inland hill
Conditions:
Tailwind on landing, trong
turbulence (10:30am)
Description:
After leaving the launch area the pilot
encountered severe sink, making it
impossible to reach the landing area.
Following advice from other pilots via
radio, the pilot started looking for an
alternative landing option in a park
nearby. About 30m from the park more
sink was encountered and height loss
was significant. The pilot’s flight path was
taking him directly into powerlines. The
pilot tried to turn to avoid the lines, but
the wing connected with major
powerlines, forcing two of them to touch
together. The glider hung in the powerlines with the pilot suspended approximately two metres from the ground. Pilot
released from harness and jumped to the
ground to get clear of the powerlines and
wing.
Comments:
The comments above relating to electrical
safety awareness pertain to this incident.
Powerlines are an ever present threat to
pilots while landing and while in soaring
flight along ridges. Watch out for them at
all times. Because the lines themselves
are hard to see, try to visually link the line
of poles to get an indication of where the
actual lines might be. If there is a resident
hazard of powerlines near designated
launch or landing areas, work with the
local club and electric company to have
them marked for easier visibility.

HGFA GENERAL MANAGER

Chris Fogg
PO Box 258, Helensburgh NSW 2508
Ph/fax: 02 4294 9300, mob: 0417 766356
Email <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>

April 2006

Letters to the Editors
Home For a Rogallo
My father, Allan, is currently having a big
shed clean out and has come across an old
Rogallo that he no longer wishes to keep. If
any reader would be interested in becoming
the new owner of a genuine piece of flying
history (missing the A-frame), my father can be
contacted on the following number – but be
quick! Allan Mull, 03 57544594. Heather Mull

Trailer imports
If you intend to import a glider in a trailer,
make sure you lodge an “Application for
Approval to Import a Vehicle” for the trailer
from DOTARS (Department of Transport &
Regional Services) in Canberra. Phone 1800
815272 for an application form as soon as
you have placed the order for the glider/trailer
package overseas.
I was not aware of this requirement when I
ordered my glider in a trailer package. And I was
misled by some advise from earlier importers,
who succeeded to get the trailer accepted by the
customs as a “Glider in a Storage Box package”
some time ago. I believe there were some changes made to the requirement for importing
vehicles to Australia in March last year.
So, when my package arrived in Australia,
the customs refused to clear the trailer without an import approval. As a result, the container, which also held another glider, had to
be stored for over four weeks until my approval was obtained. Unfortunately the Christmas
break didn’t help either. This meant that delivery of the two gliders was delayed by a
month. I had to apologise to my friend for the
delay of his glider. Also I had to pay hefty
Hans Gut
storage charges.

Keep it Moving
I was yapping to a couple of flying mates, when I was
surprised by one of the stories that came up. After a
long flight (duration unknown) he’d noticed that his
legs felt numb. He landed okay, but it turned out he’d
managed to damage one of his nerves to his leg. It
recovered, but not 100%, so now, some months later,
his skin on that leg is less sensitive to touch than
yours or mine. I should add that the pilot is not as prehistoric as myself, being in his 20’s, perhaps.
Anyway, some thoughts which I’ll toss into the air:
The human body does not like staying still. Wriggle
your toes and feet occasionally to keep the blood
circulating, and perhaps while flying on the coast even
hop out of prone every now and then. I swap leg positions, putting one across and down to take the pressure
off the other, moving the hips around.
Have you ever suffered from ‘eagle claw’? Just a
touch tense occasionally? Pry that hand off the
basebar and wriggle those fingers for a moment. You
need a good working body to fly efficiently, keeping an
eye out for paragliders and hang gliders, etc. Also, you
need a flexible body and mind to react to the flying
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conditions and the appearance of that thermal you’ve
been waiting for, not to mention for landing and take
off.
Have you a drink bottle and tube to sip from? The
brain and body behaves poorly when dehydrated. Have you
been setting up on that hot hill in summer or that dusty
paddock?
If you find your harness cutting into you, what
about an extra jumper or something
for cushioning?
I try to be mentally alert and relaxed. If you’ve
never done any, consider some stretching and exercises
for strength. You can borrow a library book for nothing
to get the info. I’ve even made a little back protector for
when I pick up my glider (even better, use your flying
mates).
Then when you’ve been fortunate enough
to pick the conditions and landed at sunset
somewhere after many hours, you can say
that was a neat day’s flying, free of any
Paul Tanner
unnecessary injuries.

Change the Name
I would like to suggest that the name “of this
magazine be changed to “Sky Sailor”.
I can understand why the GFA may have
felt that it couldn’t just adopt the HGFA
magazine’s name when the mags were
combined. However, now that the magazine
amalgamation is well in the past, I would like
to put forward some reasons why Sky Sailor
is a much better name for all our disciplines.
1) Soaring can be a confusing and uncomfortable name to use when referring to a
recently read article, ie, Did you read the
soaring article on radio communications?
2) Soaring Australia is a name totally without
any emotional or inspirational value. It is
a pedantically descriptive, and old school
boring type of name.
3) As a consequence of these or some other
reasons many HGFA people call it “The
Magazine” or “Boring Australia” or
“Skysailor”.
4) Sky Sailor is an inspirational name that is
as applicable to “sail” planes as it is to
hang gliders and paragliders. It embodies
the spirit of what we are doing rather than
being just a description. It is more applicable to microlights and powered gliders
of all persuasions than Soaring is, as
sailor is a name given to many people that
use engines on the ocean as well. (What
do you call someone in the Navy, but
sailor?)
5) There could never be any confusion with
yachting as the magazine is only delivered
to pilots and the photo on the front is
Graham Sutherland
always of flying.
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Contact Addresses
G FA
NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA)
327 (Gliding) Flight, Australia
PO Box 1643, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444
0427 259990.
Australian Air League
NSW Gliding Wing, 1 Perry St, Kings Langley
NSW 2147.
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795.
Byron Gliding Club
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481,
02 66847627, 0428 847642.
Byron Bay Gliding P/L
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield,
Tyagarah, NSW 2481, <thomas@byronbay
gliding.com>.
Canberra Gliding Club
PO Box 1130, Canberra City ACT 2601,
02 64523994, 0428 523994.
Central Coast Soaring Club
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250, 02
43766944.
Cudgegong Soaring Pty Ltd
PO Box 352, Frenchs Forest NSW 1640,
02 94522777, 02 94530777.
Forbes Soaring & Aero Club
PO Box 267, Forbes NSW 2871,
02 68523845.
Goulburn Gliding Group
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan NSW 2620.
Grafton Gliding Club
16 Fuller St, Mullaway NSW 2456,
Sec: Bob King, 02 66541638 (h), 0403 088551,
<graftongliding@yahoo.com.au>
Harden Gliding Club
78 Badenoch Crs, Evatt ACT 2617, 02
62585554, 02 62578280, 0418 670291, Sec:
Richard Hart 02 62585554.
Hunter Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 9, Newcastle NSW 2300.
Lake Keepit Soaring Club
PO Box 5152, South Tamworth NSW 2340, 02
67697514, 02 67697640.
Leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705,
02 69536970.
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
38 Highland Crs, Wodonga VIC 3690.
Narromine Gliding Club
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68897373, 02 68892733.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base, Richmond NSW 2755.
RAAF Williamtown Gliding Club
c/o Mr AJ Lee, 10 Federation Dr, Medowie NSW
2318.
Scouts NSW Air Activities Gliding Wing
RG (Bob) Balfour, 80 Malvern St, Panania NSW
2213, 02 97735648 (h), 02 9695
1100 (w), <rbalfour@tpg.com.au>.
Soar Narromine Pty Ltd
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68891856, 02 68892488.
Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570,
02 46558882.

Summerland Gliding Club
PO Box 820, Lismore NSW 2480, Sec: David
Wright, 02 66216495, <wrights@nor.com.au>.
Sydney Gliding Inc. (Concordia GC)
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570,
0412 145144.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666,
02 69772733.
Tumbarumba Gliding Club
PO Box 99, Tumbarumba NSW 2653.
Gliding Queensland (GQ)
201SQNAAFC FTF-GLD
PO Box 2109, Wellington Pt QLD 4160, 0422
954792.
Boonah Gliding Club
PO Box 107, Boonah QLD 4310,
07 54632630.
Bundaberg Soaring Club
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670,
07 41579558.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510,
0418 713903.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700,
07 49371381.
Darling Downs Soaring Club
PO Box 584, Toowoomba QLD 4350,
07 46637140.
Gympie Gliding Club
PO Box 103, Gympie QLD 4570,
07 54835380.
Kingaroy Soaring Club
PO Box 91, Kingaroy QLD 4610,
07 41622191.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, 07 49973265.
Motor Gliding Club of QLD
PO Box 205, Everton Park QLD 4053,
1300 667042.
North Queensland Soaring Centre
PO Box 1743, Aitkenville QLD 4814.
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring Club
PO Box 144, Warwick QLD 4370,
07 38923473.
Tarwan Soaring
PO Box 34, Wandoan QLD 4419,
07 46274080.
SA Gliding Association (SAGA)
Adelaide Soaring Club
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, 08 85221877, 08
85223177.
Adelaide University Gliding Club
Adelaide Uni Sports Association, the University
of Adelaide, SA 5005, 0412 870963.
Air Cadet Gliding Club
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108.
Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 0871,
08 89526384.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461,
08 88645062.
Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro SA 5356, 08
85640240.

G FA M E M B E R S H I P F E E S 2 0 0 6
Membership:
NSW/QLD
Victoria
South Australia
Western Australia

Normal
$175
$176
$179
$180

Family
$139
$140
$143
$144

*Note: Once only purchase to Australian
residents, thereafter 12 month membership to
be purchased.

Student membership:
NSW/QLD
Victoria
South Australia
Western Australia

Full
$108
$109
$112
$113

Family
$72
$73
$76
$77

Short-term membership:
NSW/QLD/VIC
South Australia
Western Australia

1 Month*
$48
$57
$58

3 Month*
$60
$69
$70

Zone
1
2
3
4
5

42 Soaring Australia

International postage for Soaring Australia
to be added to membership fees:
Country
New Zealand
Singapore
Japan, Hong Kong, India
USA, Canada, Middle East
UK, Europe, South
America, South Africa

Price
$54
$60
$60
$66
$72
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Bordertown Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268.
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280.
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1277, Victor Harbor SA 5211.
Northern Australian Gliding Club
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 0821.
Port Augusta Gliding Club
PO Box 272, Port Augusta SA 5700,
08 86436228.
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341, ph/fax: 08
85951422, mob: 0417 890215.
Scout Gliding Club
22 Burford Crescent, Redwood Park SA 5097.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 8541
2644, 08 85412761.
Whyalla & District Gliding Club
PO Box 556 Whyalla SA 5351, 08 86452619,
0413 127825.
Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689.
Beaufort Gliding Club
66 Waterdale Rd, Ivanhoe VIC 3079,
03 94972048.
Bendigo Gliding Club
62 Lawson St, Bendigo VIC 3550.
Corangamite Soaring Club
Kurweeton, Derrinallum VIC 3325.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340. [www.
gliding-in-melbourne.org], 0409 212527,
operating from Bacchus Marsh aerodrome.
Gliding Club of Northern Tasmania
58 Hales Street, Wynyard TAS 7325,
03 64422108.
Gliding Club of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3672, 03 5762
1058, 03 57625599.
Grampians Soaring Club
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 03 53524938.
Horsham Flying Club
PO Box 158, Horsham VIC 3402.
Latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840.
Mangalore Gliding Club
RMB 6640 Longwood VIC 3665
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
44 Roper St, Mount Beauty VIC 3699.
Murray Valley Soaring Club Ltd
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646.
RAAF East Sale Gliding Club
c/o Gary Mason, 9 Weir St, Sale VIC 3850.
Soaring Club of Tasmania
c/o Bruce Thompson, 34 Clinton Rd, Geilston
Bay TAS 7015, 03 62552191 (h), 03
62252561 (CFI).
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953.
Sportavia Soaring
PO Box 78, Tocumwal NSW 2714,
03 58742063.
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500.
Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah VIC 3594.
Tumbarumba Gliding Club
Mundaroo, Tumbarumba NSW 2653.
Victorian Motorless Flight Group
(Operates out of Bacchus Marsh aerodrome)
GPO Box 1096J, Melbourne VIC 3001, 0402
281928, 03 98486473.
Wagga Wagga Gliding Club
PO Box 5104, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650,
0428 205624.
WA Gliding Association (WAGA)
Beverley Soaring Society
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304,
0407 385361.
Gliding Club of WA
PO Box 6231, East Perth WA 6892, 0417
176979 (weekday), 0417 992806 (weekend).
Morawa Flying Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623.

Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312, 0407 088314
or 08 98811795 (weekends).
Stirlings Gliding Club
PO Box 2314, Bunbury WA 6230.
WA Squadron Australian Air Force Cadets
Headquarters, RAAF Base, Pearce, Bullsbrook
WA 6084, 08 95717800,
08 95717877.

H G FA
All correspondence, including changes
of address, membership renewals, short
term memberships, rating forms and other
administrative matters should be sent to:
HGFA National Office
PO Box 157, Hallidays Point NSW 2430. Ph: 02
6559 2713, fax: 02 6559 3830, <office@hgfa.
asn.au>.
HGFA General Manager
Chris Fogg, PO Box 258, Helensburgh
NSW 2508, ph/fax 02 4294 9300, 0417
766356, <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>.
Information about site ratings, sites and other
local matters, contact the appropriate State associations, region or club.
Board Members
HGFA Board elections were held in late March
and results were unavailable at
the time of going to press. Results should
now be available on the HGFA website.
Rohan Grant 188 Bathurst St, Hobart TAS
7000, 03 62334405 (h), fax: 03 62243598,
<Rohan.Grant@hgfa.asn.au>.
Tove Heaney
Kathy Little Lot 108, Pinjarra Rd,
Ravenswood WA 6208, 08 95376204, <Kathy.
Robinson@hgfa.asn.au>.
Hakim Mentes 16/59 Riversdale Rd,
Hawthorn VIC 3122, 0412 617216, <Hakim.
Mentes@hgfa.asn.au>.
Bill Moyes 173 Bronte St, Waverley NSW
2024, 02 93875114, fax: 02 93693342, <Bill.
Moyes@hgfa.asn.au>.
Bill Olive (Billo)
Andrew Polidano PO Box 1903, Byron Bay
NSW 2481, 0428 666843, <Andrew.Polidano
@hgfa.asn.au>.
Craig Worth
Michael Zupanc
Microlight Public Relations
Paul Haines ph/fax: 02 42941031.
States & Regions
ACTHGPA
PO Box 3496, Manuka ACT 2603; Pres: Steve
Foggett 0417 313589, 02 62884351, <steve.
foggett@homemail.com.au>; Sec: Mark Elston
0428 480820, 02 62655718, <mark.elston@
defence.gov.au>; Trs: Tony Davidson 02
62392019, <td@silktel.com>; Sites officer:
Michael Porter, 0415 920444, <michael.
porter@jllrld.com.au>; Committee: Nicolas
Siefken, Barry Oliver, Stephen Harris; SSO: HG
– Peter Dall, PG – Peter Bowyer 0412 486114.
Meetings: 1st Thu/
mth 7:30pm Yamba Sports Club, Phillip.
Hang Gliding Association of WA
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936; <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Admin: Rick Williams <hang
_gliding@dodo.com.au>; V-Pres/Sec: Nigel
Sparg <nsparg@bigpond.net.au>; HG Rep: Gavin
Nichols <gknichol@tpg.com.au>; PG Rep:
Gordon McCabe <sikacro@yahoo.com.
au>; PM Rep: Mark Wild <mark@gastech.
com.au>.
NSW Hang Gliding Association
Sec: Steve Hocking, 19 Gladswood Gardens,
Double Bay NSW 2028, ph/fax: 02 9327
4025, <nswhga@s054.aone.net.au>.
North Queensland HG Association
12 Van Eldik Ave, Andergrove QLD 4740; Pres:
Graeme Beplate 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122, <sitework@mackay.net.au>; Sec/
Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913,
<sitework@bigpond.net.au>.
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Queensland HG Association
Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra Qld
4275 07 38448566.
South Australian HG Association
1 Sturt St, Adelaide SA 5000, ph: 08 8410
1391, fax: 08 82117115; Pres: Stuart McClure 08
82973452 (h), <stuart.mcclure
@csiro.au>; Sec: Mark Tyminski 0411 414 816,
<marknjan@senet.com.au>; Trs: Robert Woodward 08 82977532 (h), <rob_woodward
@ultimatepositioning.com>.
Tasmanian HG & PG Association
[www.thpa.net]. Pres: Rob Steane (Hobart
PG pilot), 0418 146137, <president@thpa.
net>; Sec/Trs: Stephen Clark (Hobart HG pilot),
0419 997550, <secretary@thpa.net>. Northern
Tas info: Richard Long (Burnie PG pilot), 0438
593998, <northern@thpa.net>.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 157 Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au/]. Pres: Stuart Coad 0408 524862,
<stuartcoad@hotmail.com>; Sec: Steve
Norman; Trs: Lisa Charleston; SSO: Rob Van Der
Klooster 03 52223019 (h). Site weather-boxes:
Three Sisters 0409 864700, Buck-land Ridge
0407 356295, Mt Buffalo
03 57501515, Ben More 0417 112062.
Clubs
NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[www.bmhgc.org.au]. Pres: Neil Evans 02
47878027, <dream2@tpq.com.au>; Sec: Andrew
Paterson, 02 96395461, 0425 305
984, <apaterso@bhsc.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: Allan
Bush 02 47738037, <fairallan@pnc.
com.au>; Newsletter: Paul Hunt 02 9699
7720, 0404 851876, <huntp@ozemail.com.
au>; Comps: Alan Bond 02 98995351, 0408
470544, <skybond@primus.com.au>; SOs: Allan
Bush, Paul Hunt. Meetings: With Club Comp round
last Sun/mth or contact above committee
members.
Central Coast Sky Surfers
[www.centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres/Ed:
Javier Alvarez 0418 116681 <javier@myreal
box.com>; V-Pres: Jeff Terry 0416 291545
<jeff@survivalsolutions.com.au>; Trs: Anthony
Scurrah 0427 000410 <anthony_
scurrah@yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Web: Martin Haig
0403 276227 <mhaig@dataweb.com.au>.
Meetings: 1st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina
Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres: Trent
Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746,
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Dan Watters
0410 347801, <dan.watters@csiro.au>; SSO:
Grant Heaney 02 48494516, 0419 681212,
<grant@dustydemons.com>; Editor: Kath Kelly
02 64561590, 0427 220764, <phase9@snowy.
net.au>.
DUSTY DEMONS HANG GLIDING CLUB
Hunter Skysailors
Pres: David Holgate 0410 112381, <david
holgate@hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Meg Butler 0408
446358; SSO: James Thompson 0418 686199,
<james.b.t@hunterlink.net.au>. Meetings: last
Tue/mth 7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.
Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres: Frank
Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1@
bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.
Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: James Ryrie
02 62359120, <rymicalago@netspeed.
com.au>; V-Pres: Andy Abbott 0419 897005,
<andy@ali-oup.com>; Sec: Mark Mourant 02
48464144, <talect@ispdr.net.au>.
Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.org.
au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02
67856545, <skygodfrey@aol.com>, V-Pres:
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.
com>, Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmail.
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com>, SSO (HG) Patrick Lenders 02 6778
3484 <patrick.lenders@gmail.com>, SSO
(Trike): Willi Ewig 02 6769 7771 <skyranch
@gmx.net>.
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597, <lelean
@smartchat.net.au>; SSO: Jason Turner 0419
997196, <jasonflys@hotmail.com>.
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; [www.
nhgc.asn.au], <fly@nhgc.asn.au>. Pres: Matthew
Clarke 0419 908283, <penders@
nobbys.net.au>; V-Pres: Matt Olive 02 49436791;
Sec: Simon Plint 0407 613701, <SimonPlint@
newcastle.edu.au>; Trs: Monica Barrett 0425
847207; SSOs:
Tony Barton (coastal) 0412 607815, John
O’Donohue (inland) 0419 765715, Alaric Giles
(inland) 02 49430674, James Thompson (PG)
0418 686199; Newsletter: David Stafford 02
49215832 <editor@
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/mth 7:30pm
South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn
St, Merewether.
Northern Beaches HG Club
Pres: Wayne Fitzgerald 02 99827094; Sec: Brian
Clarke 0418 280407, <trincott@big
pond.com>Trs: Jim Gaal 0414 799822, <jimg@
acay.com.au>; SSO (HG): Glen Salmon 02
99180091; Wayne Fitzgerald
02 99827094; SSO (PG): Wayne Fitzgerald.
Meetings: 1st Tue/mth 7pm Mona Vale Bowling
Club.
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481, [http:
//bbhgc.tripod.com/]. Pres: Eddie Gray
02 66841795, <edgrey@linknet.com.au>;
V-Pres: Maggie Clark 0404 263524;
Sec: Ashley Wilmott 0428 560248.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres: Chris
Fogg 0412 904800, <fogg@idx.com.
au>; Trs: Adrian Le Gras; Sec: Scott Zwanenbeek
<scottz@internode.on.net>; SSO: Tony Armstrong
<tony@hangglideoz.com.au>,
02 42949999.
Sydney Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Bruce Wynne 0417 467695, <bwynne
@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: John Selby 02 9344
7932, <johnselby@idx.com.au>; Sec: Steve
Hocking 02 93274025, <nswhga@s054.
aone.net.au>; SOs: Bruce Wynne, Doug
Sole; SSO: Ken Stothard. Meetings: Monthly
7:30pm Endeavour Hotel, Botany.
Northern Territory
Alice Springs HG and PG Club
Pres: Ricky Jones 08 89551088, 0402 805
099, <paragliding02@austarnet.com.au>. Please
contact for paramotoring, PG ridge soaring &
thermal flying.
QUEENSLAND
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres: Derek
Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254,
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts 07
32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Bob Hayes, 0418 963796; V-Pres: Joe
Reyes 07 40555553 <rohayes@optusnet.
com.au>; Sec: Lance Keough 07 40912117, Trs:
Nev Akers 07 4053258631; SSO: Ian Graham
07 40915466.
Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Brandon O’Donnell <president
@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Martin Nightingale
<vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Cameron
McNeil <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Sec: Melissa
Darke <secretary@chgc.asn.au>; Gen-Exec: Greg
Hollands gem@chg.asn.au>; Editor: Susan
Nightingale <newsletter@chgc.asn.
au>; SSO PG: Phil Hystek 07 55434000 (h), 0418
155317, <sso@chgc.asn.au>; SSO (HG): Ken Hill
0418 188655, <sso@chgc.asn.au>.
Central Queensland Skyriders Inc.
915 Yeppoon Rd Iron Pot Qld 4701. Pres: Bob
Pizzey 07 49387607; Sec: James Lowe 07
49309298 (w), 07 49363836 (h); Trs: Adrienne
Wall 07 49362699; SSO: Alister Dixon 49861984;
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865,
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.
Conondale Cross-Country Flyers Inc.
[www.entrypoint.to/conondale-x-country-flyers].
Pres: Peter Buch 07 54352421,

ALL CLUBS PLEASE CHECK DETAILS IN THIS SECTION CAREFULLY
Could all Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details of their Executive
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attention is directed to the listing of
SSOs and SOs for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior SOs and SOs confirm ALL
SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those
holding these appointments have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices
and correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to be endorsed by
Clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if confirmation is not received,
those listed in the Database where no current forms or confirmation is held, the appointment
will be taken as having expired.
General Manager, HGFA

<buchy9@bigpond.com>; V-Pres/SSO (PG):
Graham Sutherland 07 54935882, <graham
suth@optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Sue Buch, 531
Balmoral Rd, Maleny QLD 4552, 07
54352421, <spbuch@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Kim
Hodson 07 33541910, <khod@samford.
net>; SSO (HG): Russell Groves 07 54450084.
Dalby Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 107, Dalby QLD 4405; [www.hgfa.
asn.au/-dhgc]. Pres: Daron Hodder 0413 240610,
<daron@aclad.com.au>; Sec: Regan Kowald
0418 729456, <rkowald@
centrepointfinance.com.au>; Trs: Don Cramer
0409 699115, <don@cramer.com.
au>; SSO: Jason Reid, 0424 293922, <jasonr@
gleda.com.au>; SO: Rod Flockhart, 0412 882639,
flockhartrod@hotmail.com>.
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 07 54554661 (h); Sec/
SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille, 0418 754157,
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com.au>; Trs: Gary
Allan 0417 756878; SSO: David Cookman (HG)
07 54498573; Jonathan Allen, 0438 107518.
Whitsundays HG Club
Pres: Graham Lee 07 49546726, <gdsrlee
@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07
49552913, fax: 07 49555122, <sitework@
bigpond.net.au>.
TASMANIA
Tasmanian HG&PG Ass. (see States & Regions)
VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Darren Brown 03 93971233 (w), fax: 03
93974566, <dbrown@bmlegal.com.au>; Sec:
Dale Appleton 0408 382635; Trs: Greg Holt 0418
516058; SSO: Rob Van Der Klooster 03
52223019, 0408 335559; Publicity Off: Harry
Buckle 03 52214544, <monument@pipeline.
com.au>. Meetings: 1st Fri/mth, venue see: [vhpa.
org.au/dyna].
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 8057, Camberwell North VIC 3124;
[www.hgfa.asn.au/~melbourne/], <melbourne
@hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Hugh Alexander 03
97101214 (h), 0417 355578, <wurund
jerilane@bigpond.com>; Sec: Curtis Greenwood
03 96895322 (h), 0431 662089, <jfcg@
optushome.com.au>; Trs: Greg Stroot 03
98443459 (h), 0402 473113, <greg.stroot@
ozonline.com.au>; SSO: Adam White 03
94583780 (h), 0419 395844, <maxidog6@
optusnet.com.au>. Meetings: 3rd Wed/mth
6:30pm Palace Hotel, 893 Burke Rd,
Camberwell.
North East Victorian Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Heather Mull 0428 993125, <president
@nevhgc.net>; V-Pres/Trs: Isla Christian 0418
385933, <vicepresident@nevhgc.net>,
<treasurer@nevhgc.net>; Sec: Brian Webb
0417 530972, <secretary@nevhgc.net>; M/
ship: Simon Taylor 0428 333617, <mem
bership@nevhgc.net>; Comps: Karl Texler 0428
385144, <brightvt@netc.net.au>; Comms:
Geoff Wong 0403 441147, <geoff
@zikzak.net>; Committee: Vivian Williams 0409
505812, <viv@forwardsixty.com>; Carol Binder
0429 403606, <binder_carol
@hotmail.com>. Meetings: [www.hgfa.asn.
au/~nevhgc/].
Sky High Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]; Pres: Malcolm
Marker <president@skyhighparagliding.org>;
V-Pres: Peter Whitworth <vicepresident@
skyhighparagliding.org>; Trs: Stuart Banks
<membership@skyhighparagliding.org>;
Sec: Leanne Kennedy <secretary@skyhigh
paragliding.org>; Sebastian Stoffels, <web
master@skyhighparagliding.org>; Linda
Wooley, <merchandise@skyhighparagliding.
org>; APN Editor: Julie Sheard <editor@
skyhighparagliding.org>. Meetings: 1st

Wed/mth 8pm Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St,
Abbotsford.
Southern Microlight Club
[http://home.vicnet.net.au/~stclub/]. Pres: Kel
Glare 03 94395920 (h), 0421 060706; V-Pres:
Mark Howard 03 97511480; Sec: Dianne
Pierpoint 03 9735278; 0429 938426. Newsletter:
Barry Wood <jbwood@
bigpond.net.au>, Michael Rose <mrose3@
bigpond.net.au>. Meetings: 2nd Tue/mth 8pm
Manningham Club, 1 Thompsons Rd, Bulleen.
Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.WVHGC.
com]. Pres: Phil Campbell <President@
WVHGC.com>, 0419 302850; V-Pres: Glenn
Bachelor <VicePresident@WVHGC.com>, 0419
324730; Trs: Stuart Coad <Treasurer
@WVHGC.com>, 0408 524862; Sec: Lisa Miller
<Secretary@WVHGC.com>, 0407 319397;
Webmaster: Damien Georgiou <Webmaster@
WVHGC.com>, <damian@
bachomp.net>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp <SSO
@WVHGC.com>, 0409678734; Paul Rundell
<SSO@WVHGC.com>, 0418 348948. Meetings:
Last Sat/mth, The Beaufort Hotel, Beaufort.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany HG & PG Club
Pres: R D Jones, 1/14 Lyndavale Dr, Alice Springs
NT 0870, 08 89551088, 0402 805099; SSO:
Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556; Sec: John
Middleweek 08 9841
2096, fax: 08 98412096.
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
334 Belmont Ave Kewdale WA 6105. Messagebank 08 94875253; Pres: Nigel Sparg,
<president@cloudbase.asn.au>, 0427 476629;
V-Pres: Mark Wild, <vice_
president@cloudbase.asn.au>, 0411 423923; Trs:
Colin Brown, <treasurer@
cloudbase.asn.au>, 0407 700378; Sec: Lachlan
Byrd, <secretary@cloudbase.asn.
au>, 0439 922510; Committee <committee
@cloudbase.asn.au>: Mike Allen 0408 947048;
Gordon McCabe 0407 776462; Alain Latino 0408
099679; SSO: Gordon McCabe; SO: Mark Wild,
Nigel Sparg
Meetings: 2nd Tue/mth, 7:30pm, The Windsor
Hotel, 112 Mill Point Rd.
Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
9 Broadarrow Rd, Kalgoorlie WA 6430. Pres:
Richard Breyley 0417 986896 <richard.
breyley@kbrl.com.au>; Sec: Andrew Talmage
0413 992960 <jodandrew@bigpond.com>;
SSO: SSO/Trs: Mark Stokoe 08 90911297
<Mark.Stokoe@health.wa.gov.au>.
Hill Flyers Club Inc
<hillflyers@dodo.com.au>; Pres: Rick Williams
0427 057961; Sec: Gary Bennett 0412 611680;
Committee: Dave Longman 08 93859469, Mike
Ipkendanz 08 9255
1397, Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386. Meetings held
on site during club fly-ins, at either York, Toodyay
or Seabird.
Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: Keith
Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey 0428
504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 949004.
Western Soarers
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box 483, Mt
Hawthorn WA 6915, [www.westernsoarers.
com]. Pres: Mirek Generowicz 0427 778280,
<mgenerow@optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Mark
Wild 08 94098581, <mark@gastech.
com.au>; Sec: Ben Griffith 08 94724068,
<bengriffith@westnet.com.au>; Trs: Sun
Nickerson 0401 135042, <Sunny@iinet.
net.au>; SSO (HG): Shaun Wallace 0411 885178,
<shaun@hangglide.com.au>;
SSO (PG): Jules Sanderson 0405 089709,
<airoz@westnet.com.au>. Meetings:
Last Tue/mth 7:30pm Windsor Hotel, 112 Mill
Point Rd, South Perth.
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GFA Executive/Board
Meetings in Brief
18 and 19 February 2006 in Melbourne
John Welsh - GFA Executive Officer.
GFA Executive Meeting Notes
The GFA President reported on his activities:
• Negotiations with Australian Sports Commission
over GFA affiliation.
• Presentation at the Queensland Safety Seminar
at Caboolture with Kevin Olerhead.
• Negotiations with ATSB re: accident/
incident investigation
a) No ATSB resources available for
Sport Aviation accidents/incidents
b) ATSB have offered six places in Investigator
Training in total for all sports aviation disciplines
through Australian Sport Aviation Confederation
(ASAC)
c) Still problems with no legal protection and
occupational health and safety issues of any
future GFA investigators (OH&S concerns mainly
possible post-incident traumatic stress)
d) The Chairman Ops Panel is to nominate suitable
participants to ASAC President
• Participation in the CASA Regulatory Review for
Part 149 program – expecting finalisation now
by December 2006
• Signed off Letter of Agreement with Airservices
Australia re: enabling significant gliding activity
in Class E within 40NM of Class D tower.
• Competition Director at Multi-class Nationals at
Gawler
The Executive Officer reported on:
• CASA Cost recovery commenced
1 January 2006
a) Tug pilots affected by charges for issuing tow
permits and medicals processing
b) Any future gliding exemptions may be costed at
$130/hour staff labour
• National Airspace System 2c commenced 24
November 2005 – little effect on gliding/towing
operations except to make the radio traffic on
CTAFs congested
Anti-Collision Systems
a) OzFLARM evaluation reports and pilot meeting
minutes received from Lake Keepit and Gawler
b) Noted that there were hardware and software
issues at both the above competitions, and
Benalla, that were worked on by the
manufacturer on site
c) The Executive discussed the issue taking into
account correspondence from a member and
OAMPS, and now awaits the recommendations
of the Sporting Committee and Operations Panel,
both of which groups are meeting over the next
few months
d) OAMPS and QBE correspondence indicated that
a highly detailed proposal would have to be
prepared by GFA for submission to QBE for
consideration of a reduction
in premiums and included the criteria for
information to be included in any proposal.
• Disaster Recovery plans for GFA Officers are to
be developed and actioned in the light of the
loss of the CTO(Ops) office
to bushfire.

•

An emerging issue – airfield tenure problems of
many clubs. After discussion it was decided to
have a survey of clubs
to further define the issue, Executive Officer and
treasurer to action.
• A visit to the organisers of the Goldfields Gliding
Club at Kalgoorlie WA on 1 February. GFA affiliation
process commenced.
• Participation in the Club Class Nationals at
Benalla.
The Web Page Management Group is purchasing
extra capacity for the web page.
A group meeting will be held soon.
Chairman Technical Committee reported on:
• The impact of the Light Sports Aircraft
Legislation to GFA and will be preparing an
article for Soaring Australia on LSA.
• Deciding future attitude to commercial
workshops.
• Consultation on the suitability of self-launch
gliders and ultralight aircraft for launching
gliders.
Chairman Ops Panel reported on:
• Low Level Finish Ops Directive – will be issued
once CASA approval is received.
• Progress on the implementation of enhanced
methods of communications
to members on safety matters and reporting of
accidents/incidents.
• OzFLARM – Trial results will be discussed at the
next Ops Panel meeting and a decision made as
to where we go from here.
• Chief Technical Officer (Operations), Kevin
Olerhead, lost his house and contents in a
bushfire on New Year’s Day. Kevin will start
rebuilding his house
by Easter this year. He has set up in a bungalow
at the back of his daughter’s place, and is fully
operational again with the same contact
numbers as before.
Chairman Sports Committee reported on:
• Progress on Australian Sports Commission
recognition of GFA
• ITC Fund – Sports Committee need
to review the current funding policy
• Statistics on National Competitions
and New Zealand Grand Prix
Junior Nationals – 22 pilots.
Multi Class Nationals – 27 pilots
Club Class Nationals – 61 pilots
Australia won the Tasman trophy in Australia. Our
representative in the
New Zealand Grand Prix was placed ninth out of
11, winning one of the days.
National Decentralised Championships
– 90 competitors.
• State championships and coaching courses
a) State championships have been held
in NSW, Qld and WA so far this year.
SA is to hold a State Championship later in
February. The WA championships were
abandoned due to poor weather.
b) The NSW comps had 66 gliders attend and the Qld
comps had over 50 pilots attend.
c) All states held at least one State coaching event,
all well attended.
April 2006

•
a)

Changes to the Sports Committee
Peter Trotter has retired as the convenor of the
ITC committee, replaced by Paul Mander
b) Gary Stevenson has retired as a pilot
representative to this committee and replaced by
Tom Gilbert
c) NCC Multi-class representatives are
now Dion Weston and Ross McLean
d) NCC Club Class representatives remain the
same.
e) Junior Championship representative
is Nick Gilbert.
• Manual of Standard Procedures Part 4
– Sporting. Update is proceeding slowly with the
coaching group holding a workshop on the
manual during its annual meeting in May.
• OzFLARM. Trials were held at the NSW state
comps and Gawler Nationals. Pilots at all these
competitions have asked the NCC to investigate
their compulsory use in future championships.
• ICAO Gliding Licences are still being debated by
CASA and will again be
a problem for our World competitions’ pilots to
resolve.
Treasurer reported on:
• Financial Report – to January 2006
• Investment of funds to end of year
• Introduction of pre-paid memberships
• Paymaster software training
• Recruitment of part-time staff replacement
• Holiday and long service report
• GFA purchased equipment – Process
of management
• End of year planning – Audit – Expense
management
• Financial Group
Chairman Development Committee reported on:
• Next Development Committee meeting due in
April
• GFA Development Guide and Website Resources
a) Terry Cubley commenced drafting the guide for
review in April.
b) Maurice Little substantially expanded
the content on the M&D section of the GFA
website.
•
Development Officer – A draft Position
Description was tabled for comment by the
Board and Executive.
• FAI Awards. GFA nominations for FAI awards have
been forwarded to the IGC for consideration at
its next meeting in March.
• National Seminar – 2006
a) Notes on the 2005 GFA Seminar have been
provided to Al Sim, Gliding Queensland, to assist
planning of the 2006 Seminar in Brisbane.
b) Recommended that the next Seminar be
broadcast live using internet webcasting.
• Grand Prix Event – Omarama, New Zealand. Al Sim
reported on his successful visit
to observe the grand prix and is awaiting further
de-briefing information from New Zealand to
finalise a detailed report to the Board and
Executive. Al can be available to brief the
organising committee for the Gawler Grand Prix
event.
General Business
• Report on the Museum Group – to proceed to
affiliation status, GFA regulations to be changed
to effect this.
• Progress with items from the 2005 Gliding
Queensland AGM – Reviewed.

G F A
•

‘In Principle’ Approval to webcast the 2006
National Seminar – Approved.
• Decline in membership subscriptions
– noted.
• Policy in regard to requests for subsidies eg,
OzFLARM – debated.
• Gliding Queensland proposal on OzFLARM –
debated: GFA not to purchase units at present,
but to encourage loans network; IGC authorises
approved loggers, not GFA; IGC to discuss
proposal to accept off-the-shelf loggers for up to
Gold “C” at next meeting, however similar
proposals have failed before.
• Equipping Board and Executive members with
ADSL – implementation progressing.
• Airspace Update – Airspace and Airfields
Committee Convener briefing on airspace
administration and ADS-B. RAPAC delegates
requested to feed back issues to Convener after
each RAPAC meeting.
GFA Board Meeting Notes
• Appointment of Officers. Second Queensland
representative for the GFA: Queensland Gliding
nominee, Dave Donald (replacing Jenny

Classifieds
G FA
NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTISERS
All advertisements and payment can be sent to:
The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041
Ph: 03 9379 7411, Fax: 03 9379 5519
Email: <secretary@gfa.org.au>
Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution (300dpi
at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats. Photographs may
be provided in either photo print or slides. Disk photographs
are not suitable. Photographs, slides or disks may be
returned. Please include a self-addressed and stamped
envelope for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or credit
card). Don’t forget Classifieds deadline is the 25th of the
month, for publication five weeks hence.

Single-seater Sailplanes
Kestrel 19 metre

Very good cond. Always hangared. 30-yearly completed. Radio, vario & GPS, etc. Fully enclosed trailer
& ground handling gear. A dream to fly – currently
based @ Tocumwal. 3,990 hrs for 1,785 landings.
Priced to sell $26,000. Bargain – now $17,500 all up.
Ph: Richard: 03 58743431.
ASTIR CS, VH-GDT. Excellent cond, 2,800 hrs B50
vario, Dittel radio, c/w parachute, oxygen system & all
tow-out gear ready to fly. $21,000. Ph: 0417 964340
or 0147 964752.
ASW27, VH-UIT, 700 hrs, only 220 launches. In
excellent cond, absolutely nothing needs doing. Wings
re-surfaced 2001 by Peter Holmes. C/w full
instruments, Cobra trailer, ground handling gear. Ph:
Graham Parker 0417 863061 or <grparker@bigpond.
com>.
HORNET, VH-GHX for sale. Recent re-finish of whole
April 2006
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•

•
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•

Thompson) – appointed. Convenor of the
International Teams’ Committee: Sports
Committee Nominee – Paul Mander (replacing
Peter Trotter)
– appointed
Strategic Financial Review – as the major item
of business at this meeting, the Board undertook
a major debate on 20 finance policy issues to
develop direction to the Financial Group.
Status of moves to strengthen the NSW State
Association – General Meeting is planned soon
to change State Association Articles to reflect
changes in GFA’s Articles; a NSW Club
Presidents’ meeting is also to be convened.
Australian Sports Commission – affiliation to be
actioned by Chairman Sports Committee, final
instrument to be signed off by the GFA President.
Clean-up of GFA Council to Board Regulations –
several regulations debated and clarified, Victorian
Board member to action.
Manual of Standard Procedures (MoSP) Part 1 –
Administration: Victorian Board member to issue
Draft 2 of the document for Board review soon.

•

M & D Strategic Issues – Chairman of
Development gave a presentation on
organisational framework options and actions
and received feedback from
the Board.
• Soaring Australia – Executive Officer gave a
presentation on progress of discussions, including
those with HGFA, on a review
of the magazine and received feedback from the
Board.
• Business Plan update – several action items
agreed to, to immediately update the plan on the
GFA website – the Board plans to workshop a
major review of the Plan before mid-2006.
The next Meeting of the GFA Executive and
Board will be at date to be confirmed
in the last half of April 2006.
The above interim notes were collated
to meet the Soaring Australia deadline for this month
and are subject to confirmation of the minutes by the
Executive and the Board. Any clarification or
amplification of the notes should be sought from your
State GFA Board member in the first instance.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
fuse, etc, new water bags, radio & vario, etc – now
looks & is a beauty. Closed trailer all tow-out gear.
Came third two days in Standard (not Club) Class
recent NSW comps so still goes well. $26,000 or
$36,000 with T-hangar Camden. Ph: Richard 0408
525618.
JANTAR STD SZD 41. A 800 hrs total, nil accidents,
Pollard trailer, full covers, tow-out gear. 720ch radio.
Cambridge S-Nav linked to GPS. Will consider sale
less NAV/GPS. Ph: Colin 03 98488189.
KIDS have outgrown family fleet. Selling DG100,
Nimbus 2. Also Grob-103 & Grob-103 Acro. Ph: 0408
195337 or <maddogs1@optusnet.com.au>.
LS8a, VH-GKU, 2,170 hrs, Cambridge logger &
L-Nav, Winter vario, trailer with LS8 fittings,
wing & tail covers, tow-out gear plus some spares,
based Narromine $100,000. Ph: Keith Dixon 02
68891229 or <annell@hwy.com.au>.
STD CIRRUS in excellent cond. after refurb & Form 2
just completed in 2/06. C/w encl. trailer, basic
instruments, tow-out gear & some spares. Ph: John
08 83563038.
STD JANTAR 3, VH-HNI. Excellent cond, Cambridge
S-NAV, oxygen, tow-out gear, water ballast gear,
Auger tie-downs, 4,000 hrs. Enclosed tandem axle
trailer. $28,000. Ph: Wal 02 49432074
or 0427432074.
VENTUS 2CM, ZBW. Finished in urethane at two years
old. Immaculate cond. 2004 QLD State & Nationals
18m championship winner. B2000 full competition
panel negotiable. Self launch at max weight. Excellent
enclosed trailer. To make way for high performance
two-seater. Ph: 07 4634
3006 (days) or <wendoure@bigpond.com>.
WANTED a good home for VH-GYG BG12B (two-piece
wing). All wood, homebuilt from factory kit. Basic
instruments, new harness, 40-year survey completed.
New Maintenance Release. Good trailer which needs
to be finished inside with permanent fittings.
Measured L/D 32:1 No Airworthiness Directives. Email
Mike Burns for pictures & more information
<glomic@bigpond.
com>. Ph: 03 58742914.

Two-seater Sailplanes
BLANIK, GIU, NSW Scouts Gliding owned since new,
excellent cond, never damaged, 30-yearly just
completed, 4,300 hrs, 13k flights, enclosed roll-out
single-axle trailer. Available immediately. Expressions
of interest ph: Richard 0417 485652 or Bob 02
097735648.
ES KA6, GNO, awarded Concours d’Elegance at
Australian Vintage Rally Bordertown SA 2006. Radio,
Slimpack ’chute, good groundhandling equipment,
fully enclosed trailer in excellent cond, flown many
300km, hangared at Keepit Club, $9,500. Ph: Wal 02
67724812 or Lloyd 02 67751689.
GROB 109B. 1984, excellent cond, maintained to
professional standards, engine 700 hrs, airframe
1,550 hrs, ICOM & Dittel VHF radios, King 76A
transponder, intercom, G meter, great fun machine!
Price neg. Ph: Petar 0428 864425 or <pnovakov
@bigpond.com>.
PUCHACZ, XJI. Bathurst Soaring Club is offering their
Puchacz for sale due to a fleet upgrade. XJI is in
excellent cond, always being well maintained. It has a
fresh annual & is just completing a major upgrade
incl. a 1,000 hr life extension at T&J Sailplanes. Ph:
Brian Bailey 0409 302296 or <bcbailey@bigpond.
com>.
TWIN ASTIR, IKD, XC two-seater (1:38!), VG cond,
Microair radio, trailer, B-50 varios, oxygen, fixed
wheel, photos [www.narroginglidingclub.org.au].
Delivery ex WA at min. cost. Reduced to $39,500
firm. Ph: Hilmer 08 92918949 or 0429 900016.

Self Launching/Motor Gliders
DG 500M. Share in Bathurst based DG 500M
motorglider is for sale. For details ph: Paul 0415
863398 or 02 91447890.
TeST self-launched two-seat motor glider, immac.
cond. Rotax 503, factory trailer. 40 hrs only. Located
Watts Bridge QLD $70,000. Ph: 08 96416085 or 07
32454605.

Wanted
Who has, but no longer wants Wally Wallington’s
Basic Meteorology for Glider Pilots. Ph: Ross 0427
547706.
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Classifieds
General
IS28 TRAILER. Heavy RHS construction. Electric
brakes. Unreg. $3,000 ono. Ph: Ross 0427 547706.
GRAMPIANS SOARING CLUB OFFERS FOR SALE:
1 Astir CS
$19,000
1 Jantar 3
$32,000
1 Standard Libelle
$19,000
1 IS28B
$28,000
All with basic instruments, radios, various electric
vario systems & trailers. For further information ph:
Trevor Hancock 03 52825143 (h).

Instruments & Equipment
AUSTRALIAN MADE CANOPIES: Dimona H36, Grob
103, Libelle, IS28B2, LS & others. Rails, windows. Blue
tint now available. Email: <aamoulds@optus
net.com.au>. Ph: Ian & Cecilia Linke 08 82513780.
BLANIK NEW ONE-PIECE CANOPY, never used, still in
box. NO REASONABLE offer refused. Ph: David 02
66216495 (w).
CAMBRIDGE 302A FLIGHT RECORDER – the one with
the big memory either removable or fixed mount –
also wing stands $125 Tost parts & XCOM760
transceiver – <ianmcphee@aapt.net.
au>, mob: 0428 847642, [www.mrsoaring.com].
YASEU VXA150 VHF handheld transceiver $485 while
stocks last. Parachutes ATL 88/90 Short Pack $1,925.
ATL 88/92 Long Pack $1,925. Airborne Avionics. Ph:
02 68892733. Fax: 02 68892933. Email: <hartley@
avionics.com.au>.

Gliding Publications
AIRBORNE MAGAZINE: Covering all facets of
Australian & New Zeal& modelling. The best value
modelling magazine. Now $60pa for six issues. Plans
& other special books available.
PO Box 30, Tullamarine, VIC 3043.
AUSTRALIAN HOMEBUILT SAILPLANE ASSOCIATION:
James Garay, 3 Magnolia Ave, Kings Park VIC 3021.
Ph: 03 93673694, [www.
geocities.com/capecanaveral/hangar/3510].
FREE FLIGHT: Bi-monthly journal of the Soaring Association of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian
soaring scene & relevant international news &
articles. $US26 for one year, $47 for two years, $65
for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa,
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.
NZ GLIDING KIWI: Official magazine of Gliding New
Zealand. Edited by John Roake. Read world-wide with
a great reputation for being first with the news. A$52
pa. Personal cheques or credit cards accepted. Write:
NZ Gliding Kiwi, 79 Fifth Avenue, Tauranga, New
Zealand. Email: <gk@johnroake.com>.
SAILPLANE & GLIDING: The only authoritative British
magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4 pages of
fascinating material & pictures with colour. Available
from the British Gliding Association, Kimberley House,
Vaughan Way, Leicester, England. Annual subscription
for six copies £17.50.
SAILPLANE BUILDER: Monthly magazine of the Sailplane Homebuilders Association. $US29 (airmail
$US46) to SHA, c/o Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith
Road, Chatsworth, CA 91311 USA.
SOARING: Official monthly journal of the Soaring
Society of America Incl., PO Box 2100, Hobbs, NM
88241 USA. Foreign subscription rates (annually):
$US43 surface delivery; $US68 premium delivery.
TECHNICAL SOARING/OSTIV: Quarterly publication of
SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers. C/O T
U Delft,Fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg 1,
NL-2629 HS DELFT, The Netherlands.
VINTAGE TIMES: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders
Australia, edited by David & Jenne Goldmsmith, PO
Box 577, Gisborne VIC 3437,
Membership $15 pa.
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H G FA
Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members up
to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per
issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for
membership verification/payment by email <office@hgfa.
asn.au>, fax: 02 65593830 or post:
PO Box 157, Hallidays Point NSW 2340. The deadline is
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence.
Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission of the classified must
be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a
classified remember to include your contact details (for
prospective buyers), your HGFA membership number (for
verification) and the State under which you would like the
classified placed. (Note that the above does not apply to
commercial operators. Instructors may place multiple
classified entries,
but will be charged at usual advertising rates.)

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended
use; this includes the skill level required for the
specific aircraft being reflective of the pilot’s
actual rating and experience. All members must
adhere to the maintenance requirements as contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and
as provided by manufacturers. Second hand
equipment should always be inspected by an
independent person, an Instructor wherever
possible. Advice should be sort as to the condition, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft.
It should include examination of mainteance logs
for the aircraft. It is unethical and a legally
volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft
which are unsuitable for the skill level of the pilot,
or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment
NEW SOUTH WALES

FLEX harness, fitted with 16 gore side-mount ’chute,
suit weight up to 75kg, height of 180cm. Purple/light
blue colour with Moyes pattern.
C/w carry bag & in EC. $450 ono. Ph: Adrian 0418
642270.
MOYES XT 165 int, 1996 model, 20 hrs use since new,
excellent int glider, bargain $1,600. Also, Forest Park
harness for pilot 5’10-6’2, with parachute, $400. Ph:
0410 600002.
VICTORIA

MOYES XT165 PRO int/adv, speed bar, faired DTs &
k’post, Mylar LE, purple/light blue US, white TS, EC,
very well maintained, 160 hrs logged, batten profile,
manual, spare DT, XC bag, $1,500. Moyes Tracer
harness, suit 6’, EC, colours match glider (see front
cover of Soaring Australia, 3/04), $400. Ph: Paul 03
93833933 (h).

Paragliders & Equipment
QUEENSLAND

PAP 1400 paramotor, Top 80 motor, 20 hrs running
since re-build, runs very smooth, stainless steel
frame, centrifugal clutch with new clutch bell, SupAir
harness, delivers about 50 kilo of thrust. C/w spare
prop, travel bag & a few other odds & ends, $4,500.
Ph: Rizzo 0428 290462; <robvanris1@optusnet.com.
au>.

Trikes & Equipment
NEW SOUTH WALES

AIRBORNE 503 T2-2845, red Wizard wing, 170 hrs,
radio, comms, two helmets, new fully enclosed
custom trailer 6 months rego, $20,000. Ph: 0409
87285 (Newcastle area); <groth@hotkey.
net.au> for more info or photos.

AIRBORNE EXECUTIVE T2-660, Edge wing, in-flight
trim, training bars, 582 electric start, 295 hrs, intake
& exhaust silencers, VHF radio, 2 helmets & headsets,
full heavy duty covers, Felk trailer. All in GC, $15,500.
Ph: Iain 02 62382447; 0418 161665.
AIRBORNE EDGE EXECUTIVE X T2-838, 582 WC,
intake/after silencer/electric start (red pod). Brand
new Streak 2B wing two hours use (red & blue). 10
hrs since complete re-build by certified microlight
engineer (Skywise). All bolts fish oiled & metal
components electroplated & powder-coated. New
gearbox, with 4-blade Brolga prop. New wiring
throughout. Stone guard, new soft sides, bearings,
tyres & re-spray. Complete instruments package.
Helmet, headset, VHF radio, GPS. Registered purposebuilt trailer with jerry can holders. Full set of canvas
covers. $16,000 spent on upgrading to near new
trike. Asking price $25,900. Ph: Jeff 0416 291545.
AIRBORNE REDBACK 503 T2-2238, Wizard 3, 98 hrs
total, immaculate cond, electric start, radio, comms,
helmets, barmitts, full Punkinhead covers,
Punkinhead wing cover, new custom trailer (modified
8x5 box) with wing rack, ramps, winch. Reluctant
sale, $22,000. Ph: Andrew 0418 719 318;
<aws9999@hotmail.com>.
PEGASUS XLE, unregistered, needs a good home and
some TLC. Headsets, VHF radio, training & hang glider
tow bars, flight suit & trailer included. All reasonable
offers considered. Ph: Steve 02 47336256; 0402
113379.
VICTORIA

ROTAX 503 with gearbox and 3-blade prop, $750.
Under belly fuel tank, $170. Ph: Paul
03 59680094.
QUEENSLAND

AIRBORNE EDGE T2-2636, 270 hrs since complete
engine re-build Level 2 LAME, helmets, headsets,
intercom, radio, trailer, GC, full maintenance record,
$10,500 ono. Ph: Derek Tremain 0412 097377;
<joderekbulimba@optusnet.com.au>.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

MICROLIGHTS WANTED: Southwest Microlights
in WA are looking for second-hand Airborne trikes, all
models considered, good condition
or damaged. Ph: Brendan 08 97959092; 0408
949004; <brendan@southwestmicrolights.com>.

General
PARAGLIDER TESTING & REPAIRS

Comprehensive testing & repairs for all paragliders.
Full written report. Harness repair & modifications.
Certified Gradient Repair Centre. Parachute repacking. Orders taken from anywhere
in Australia. Prompt turnaround. See full advert in
HGFA Schools section (WA).
SELL OR BUY YOUR GEAR ONLINE FOR FREE

We have over 600 pilots per month buying and selling
their used flight gear on our website [www.
highadventure.com.au]. No mailing list, no commissions. Go to the Market Place link and join the other
happy pilots that sell their gear on our website.
FIRST AID SURVIVAL KITS

Lightweight (470g) in zippered pouch. Ideal for
microlights & ultralights as well as GA aircraft. Kit
incl. first aid instructions & survival hints,
$60 + p&h. Ph: EMT Paraquip 02 49983376.
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HGFA Schools
ACT/NEW SOUTH WALES

Learn to Fly in Canberra!
The Paragliding Capital of Australia
and only three hours drive from Sydney.
At Australian Paragliding Centre we fly all
year round & are open seven days a week.
Learn to fly in a friendly, caring environment
with first class tuition & equipment.
• Licence & introductory courses
• Tandem flights
• Gift vouchers & group discounts
• Pilot Development Clinics for novice,
intermediate & advanced pilots
• International flying tours
• Cross-country & towing tours
• Ozone, Airwave paragliders, harnesses,
reserves, flying suits, GPS, UHF, EPIRBS
• Fly Products paramotor sales & tuition
Contact: Peter Bowyer on
02 6226 8400
<fly@paraglide.com.au>
Check out our new homepage!
[www.paraglide.com.au]

NEW SOUTH WALES
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NEW SOUTH WALES

NEW SOUTH WALES

• MT BORAH, MANILLA is the one of the top 10
flying sites in the world & has more flyable
days than anywhere else in Australia. It has 4
large launches for nearly all wind directions &
easy, safe top & bottom landings all around. Great
ridge soaring & XC
all in one place. HOST of the 2007 PARAGLIDING
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS!
• YOUR CFI IS GODFREY WENNESS: The most
experienced paraglider pilot in Australia. Over 5,400
hours airtime since 1988, World Record Holder –
335km (1998-2002), Longest Tandem Flight in the
World – 223km (2000-03), Multiple National Records,
National XC League Winner (inaugural 2001 & 2002),
CFI, Instructor Examiner, Australian Team Member,
Prototype Test Pilot, HGFA Safety & Ops Committee
(PG), International Comps Organiser, & Owner of World
Famous Mt Borah.
• NOVICE LICENCE COURSES: Our famous 9 day, live in,
Novice Licence Courses, with genuine small class sizes
(<6), go well beyond the minimum requirements
& include thermalling, ridge soaring, safety
manoeuvres & more. Over a week of the highest
quality tuition by highly experienced pilots/instructors,
using the latest techniques
& equipment costs only $1,320 (incl. accom.).
• THERMALLING, XC & OTHER TUITION: We specialise in
PG & offer personal one-on-one & group tuition in
areas such as basic skills refresher, thermalling, crosscountry, SIV safety clinics, & Intermediate, Advanced,
Tandem, Motor & other ratings.
• HG TO PG ENDORSEMENTS: its easier than
you think!
• ONLY QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM THE BEST BRANDS:
Importer of Advance, Flytec, Hanwag and JDC.
Stockist & service of all equipment,
new & secondhand.
• CABINS & CAMPING ONSITE: Stay at Mt Borah
– its nice & quiet! Cabins for just $15p/n ($100 p/w)
& camping $6 ($35 p/w).
So come flying with Manilla Paragliding, where the person
who shows you the mountain, owns the mountain!

QUEENSLAND

Phone Godfrey Wenness on:
02 6785 6545 or fax: 02 6785 6546
email: <SkyGodfrey@aol.com>
“The Mountain”, Manilla, NSW 2346.

RAINBOW PARAGLIDING
APCO AUSTRALIA
Offering the full range
of APCO equipment

BYRON AIRWAVES
Hang Gliding School

•
•
•

April 2006

Lessons & full instruction available
in Byron Bay.
Over 25 years hang gliding
experience with training all
year round.
Learn to fly safely & accurately with all skill
levels catered for.
Phone Brian and Anne on
02 6629 0354 or 0427 615950,
email: <byronair@optusnet.com.au>

APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction
guarantee.
Test centre for APCO gliders [www.apcoaviation.com].
APCO Australia and PWC winner
of the Serial Class 2000
Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on the
Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access to 25
sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola National
Park including Teewah and world famous Rainbow Beach. In
the Sunshine State, we fly all year round, 60km cross-country
flights have been achieved in winter!
FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own pace,
between eight to 10 days.
REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the experts.
INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the
knowledge.
SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-in,
maintenance and repairs.
YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior safety
officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue in Australia),
over 2,500 student days’ experience, instructing since 1995.
Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – Apco Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581
Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com>

[www.paraglidingrainbow]
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HGFA Schools
VICTORIA
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VICTORIA

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Australia Wide Services
HGFA Approved Paraglider
Testing & Repairs
PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best, our CFI
Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding Champion)
has been involved in paragliding since 1990 & instructing
for over 10 years.

•
•
•
•
•
•

• Comprehensive testing and repairs
to all paragliders
• Fully equipped service and repair
agents for:
Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin,
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone,
Paratech, Sky, UP
• Full written report
• Harness repair and modifications
• Certified Australasian Gradient
Repair Centre
• Parachute repacking
• Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, New
Zealand and Asia
• Prompt turnaround

Courses
Introductory & HGFA licence course
Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
SIV courses
Tow courses
XC tandem flights
Equipment Sales
We are now conducting SIV courses.
See website for details.
Test Centre for Paragliders

Looking for new glider & not sure which one to get? Do
your research & narrow the choice down to three gliders.
Let me know the make, model & sizes &
I will endeavour to get them from the importers. Come to
Bright & test fly the gliders in the same conditions. The
only fair way to do a true comparison.

PARAGLIDING
REPAIR
CENTRE

Demo Gliders
Gliders

Size

Nova Mamboo
Nova Pheron
Nova X-Act
Nova X-Ray

L
S
XS
M

Rec. DHV Colour Hours Condition
t/o weight
100-130kg 1/2 Red
2
Excellent
76-95kg 1
Red 110
Good
65-85kg 1
Red 120
Fair
85-105kg 2 White 80
Fair

Sell

Paragliding Repair Centre

$4,000
$1,200
$850
$750

680 Traylen Road, Stoneville WA 6081
Office/Fax: 08 92952820, Mob: 0417 776550 Email:
<fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
www.activeflight.com.au

Advertising – April 2006

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Adelaide Airsports
Microlight Aircraft Specialist
All microlight flight training and
endorsements available from beginner
to instructor level and beyond.
Sales of new and used microlights,
hang gliders, skyfloaters, powered hang
gliders and all associated equipment.
CFI & EXAMINER – Larry Jones
Ph: 08 8556 8195 Fax: 08 8557 4113
Mobile: 0408 815 094
Email: <fly@airsports.com.au>

[www.airsports.com.au]

48 Soaring Australia

Eco Watch
GFA Form 2
HGFA Merchandise
Hirth Engines

7
17
39
5

Icaro Paragliders
Lake Keepit Gliding Club
Microair Avionics
“Morning Glory” DVD
Moyes Delta Gliders
OAMPS
Paragliding Headquarters – Gradient
Schempp-Hirth – Fibremites
Sportavia
T&J Sailplane Services
The Soaring Bookshop
Windworks Paragliding – Niviuk

IBC
17
7
27
BC
IBC
31
15
BC
37
IBC
5

April 2006

OAMPS Insurance
Brokers Ltd
ABN 34 005 543 920

Let us set a better course for your GFA Glider insurance
OAMPS Aviation

Australia’s Aviation
Insurance Specialist
ACN 005 543 920
PO Box 2481
North Parramatta
NSW 1750
Fax: (02) 8838 5770

Email: aviation@oamps.com.au

GFA Glider insurance packages
are the only option approved
and initiated by the GFA for
the benefit of members.
Why pay more than you need to?
Call OAMPS Aviation now

(02) 8838 5760
A PROFESSIONAL REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKER

