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FLOATING AT
CORRYONG ‘07
Simon Plint
“OFFICE COPY SPLINT.” “GO AHEAD SPLINT.”
Splint waiting for a cycle

T
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o make goal at a competition was
the next challenge in my quest, and
in the lead-up to Corryong ’07, I
dreamt about making this radio call.
I hate doing that: dreaming about a
flight before a flight – you know it’s never
going to happen exactly how you dreamt it.
Sometimes I worry it may be a jinx because
it may never happen at all. More often
though it all pans out diﬀerently and that’s
usually more exciting.
Saturday was the practice day and, in
spite oﬀ the wind being crossed on Mt
Elliot, a good number of pilots got oﬀ and
made it to 7000ft in rough conditions. Most
drifted over the back.
Donny was not feeling well (hung
over) and radioed that he’d had enough and
landed back at the free camping ground.
Dustan’s disgust was aired to all on channel
with a loud: “What?!” Dustan’s sole purpose
this year was not necessarily to win, but to
beat Donny every day and this was hardly
the way to do it.
Ebbs decided to practice his headwind
flying skills and punched his way to the
airport. Adam B radioed in that his Climax
had a great L/D as the wind swung around
to the west and pushed him to Khancoban
with Dustan and Matt. Meanwhile, after
a good climb out, I lost five grand in a few
kilometres in the Sting, as I tried to follow
Ebbs and landed short of the main road
back into town.
This was my first flight at Mt Elliot and
I found it to be a great site. You can drive
right up to the take-oﬀ and the set-up area
is generous, with lots of shade. The takeoﬀ itself appears to be a huge man-made
earth ramp with a reasonably steep slope
that drops away to the tree line, about 30ft
below. Like with most take-oﬀs, a good run
is required. Make sure you have suﬃcient
speed to cope with any crosswind rotor from
the trees or stuﬀ that may be coming over
the back in light and variable conditions.
Corryong is right next to the Snowy
Mountains Hydro Electric Scheme and as
July 2007

“I’M ON FINAL GLIDE FOR GOAL.”

such there are powerlines – big ones. There
is a set that runs across the lower part of
the mountain between the take-oﬀ and the
bomb-out. These are easy to see and there
are plenty of landing options if you are too
low to clear them. There is a smaller set of
lines that supply the Telstra operations on
top of Mt Elliot and because they run below
the tree line they are invisible once you’re in
the air. There is a big gully to the right of
take-oﬀ and it is tempting, if you are low, to
sniﬀ out thermals there, but these lines span
across the upper part of this gully. You’d be
lucky to see the poles on either side, let alone
the wires. Do what I did before my second
launch, but before your first launch, and
actually walk back and follow the lines from
the tower down, through the trees, to where
they cross the gully. This is the only way you
will see them and have an idea of where they
are. Although I was high I flew over them on
my first flight and still have not seen them.
Further to the right on the other side
of the gully there is a ridge that faces more
north and it runs from the gap down to the
bomb-out with the high tension powerlines
between the ridge and the road. To the left of
take-oﬀ there are about three spurs that lead
down to the sheep paddocks. There are landing options, but it could be a long walk out.
Saturday night was the sign-in and
Wendy, Gary, Matt and myself were kept
busy with registrations, pilot’s packs and
GPS waypoint uploads.
In mid-2006 I put my hand up to score
CC07. I knew little about scoring, but over
the following months Camo taught me all
he knew about CompeGPS and Race. CompeGPS is used to verify a pilot’s GPS track
log. It shows you when a pilot left the start
circle and where he intersected each turnpoint cylinder. If the pilot made goal it tells
you how long it took. If he didn’t it tells you
how many turnpoints he did make and the
distance flown. This is the sum of the distance of the turnpoint legs plus the distance
flown towards the next turnpoint before
landing out. This information is entered into

The bomb-out paddock

Downhill Meat Head
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Race, a database that applies the GAP algorithms. These algorithms have been developed over the years to reward pilots who
leave early and lead out rather than follow.
They also award extra points for getting past
sections where a lot of pilots have outlanded.
Sunday was the first day of the comp
and everyone met in the beer garden of the
Court House Hotel for our first briefing. Al
Giles (Dr Death) was our weatherman and
he looked at the sky and said, “What you see
is what you get.” – strong winds and pending
rain, the remnants of the storms in WA. Al
and Matt Clark, our Meethead, went up the
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Track logs for floater task number 1

…and the goal beers are on Splint

Photo: Simon Plint

Photo: Peter Ebeling

hill, but canned the day in the end. It was
a good call as it turned out.
After that, if it wasn’t rain, it was smoke
from the bushfires further south. Monday
was canned due to a dense smoke haze and
the fact that the wind was coming over the
back. There was still more than five kilometres visibility and occasional cycles coming
up the front so the more experienced pilots
set up anyway.
Donny was first oﬀ and went straight
into a thermal which he left momentarily
so that he could buzz the launch. He then
called a task of Mt Elliot – Walwa – Tintaldra – Corryong airstrip and made it too.
In hindsight, the true direction was
over the back. This meant that the cycles
up the front had to be relatively strong. It
was another hour before the rest of us could
get oﬀ the hill, but we were rewarded with
climbs to seven and eight grand. I was the
first of our group to launch at about 3pm. I
scored a small thermal down low oﬀ the spur
to the left of take-oﬀ. I stayed with it until
it converged with a couple of other small
thermals running up the other side of the
spur. This took me to 5500ft at which point
I played hide-and-seek with the thermal as
it weaved its way through the diﬀerent wind
directions around the inversion. At eight
grand I could see huge cu’s behind me over
2
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the Snowy Mountains and small haze domes
in front of me over the northern end of Mt
Mittamatite. These domes were where the
thermals were pushing up through the inversion and they worked for me every time.
I set my own floater task of Walwa,
but neglected to tell anyone over the radio.
I made it though. Okay, it was basically a
straight line downwind for just 32km, but it
was still one of the most challenging flights
I’ve had. Instead of flatlands, I was crossing
mountains and valleys and feeling my way
through leeside thermals. Matt, Dustan and
JOD had similar flights. I landed next to the
pub, packed up and waited in the bar for
Billo and the guys to pick me up. Magic.
Tuesday, there was even more smoke
and the visibility now was less than five
kilometres. This is the minimum amount
with which you can call a task. In fact, it was
probably less than one kilometre, since from
the top of Mt Elliot the bomb-out paddock
was barely visible. The day was canned again.
Selmsy, Donnie, Matt, Adam and myself
decided to ride down the front ‘Man From
Snowy River’ track and it was fantastic. I
started oﬀ on Dustan’s bike, but after I went
over the handlebars, Adam lent me his bike
which had front and rear suspension. It was
a great ride! Now I know why so many hang
glider pilots have mountain bikes. If you
can’t fly down, then ride.
By Wednesday morning’s briefing the
skies had cleared a little and the weather
report was for things to heat up as the NW
winds came in. We were finally going to get
a task in.
On top of Mt Elliot there was an obvious smoke haze again, but we still had more
than five kilometres visibility. The task committee came up with a 57km task for the
Floaters of Elliot – Tintaldra – Cudgewa
West – Corryong airport. The Open Class
had a similar task, but had the turnpoint of
Jinjellic rather than Tintaldra. This added an
extra 30km.
At the time the task was called, the first
leg was downwind, but by the time the field
was in the air, it was headwind. This meant
that the floaters found it hard going. Selmsy,
the 2006/07 National Floater champ,
punched his way to the first turnpoint in
a Fun, a ‘real floater’, as he puts it. As I was
going into the turnpoint, he was coming
out and getting low. I kept one eye on him
and the other on the GPS until my track
log crossed the 380m radius proximity circle
I had placed around Tintaldra. On my way
back out, Selmsy was setting up his landing,
but I had enough height to get over to the
start of Mt Mittamatite. From there I rode
bubbles of lift into the Cudgewa valley.

I was gliding along the backside of Mt
Mittamatite and there was not much sink.
I was on my own now, except for one topless
glider in the next valley coming back from
Jinjellic. By the time I got to the end of
Mt Mittamatite I was getting low near what
looked like a fire tower. There were three
or four spurs leading back to it and I scored
a cracker up to 10 000ft. From that height
the high tension powerlines were faint lines
over the terrain leading to Cudgewa West.
I went on glide and made the turnpoint,
but then found myself getting low trying
to make the next set of hills on course. It
was cross/head and I was scratching over
each spur and looking for landings. I gave
up on making goal and was hoping just to
make it to Colac Colac camping ground for
an easy retrieve. I radioed my position, but
there was no answer. As I recall the radio was
very quiet, but I was really concentrating on
my flying and had forgotten to radio in my
progress anyway.
Each bubble I found drifted me back
to the low hills and further downwind of the
campground. Still no reply on the radio, so
I said ‘stuﬀ it’ and went with the drift back
along a spur. When the spur met a higher
ridge, the thermal firmed up and I started
to climb out. It then occurred to me to
check my radio connection and sure enough
it had become unplugged between my helmet and the jack in my harness. It was a
two-handed job to reconnect it, but I managed it by flying with my elbows.
I punched forward to the campground,
then got on the radio to Billo and tongue-incheek – yet not wanting to count my chickens before they had hatched – I said that
I had 6000ft over Colac Colac and I might
make goal. He came back with, “If you’ve
got six grand over Colac Colac you bloody well
better make goal.” It was a distance of six
kilometres, but with a headwind.
I went on glide, watching the GPS carefully to see when I would go through the
400m radius cylinder. I was now 1.2 kilometres out and getting low. I was starting to
think I would not make it, when the proximity alarm went oﬀ. I forgot that the goal
had a one kilometre radius cylinder. I was in.
My first goal! Now all I had to do was land
standing up.
By now there were quite a few topless
gliders on the ground near the windsock
and, to my delight, no floaters. Maybe I had
even won the Floater Class for the day.
A thermal broke oﬀ as I was coming in.
There was a topless coming in just ahead of
me and he landed hard. As I went over the
drainage ditch along the edge of the runway
my wing yawed 15 degrees suddenly and
now I was flying along the ditch. This in
July 2007
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itself would have been okay, except for the
fact that coming up rather quickly were
some large concrete blocks that marked the
end of the ditch and the start of the taxi
strip. I flared high and held it, landed on my
feet and just managed to stop my forward
momentum from causing me to nose in.
I walked over to where Donny and
Dustan were packing up. I was very excited,
but, apart from Billo, they were the only
ones who knew why. Billo walked over and
handed me my first goal beer and it tasted
great. I’ve had goal beers before, but I had
been the one handing them out.
As I was basking in the glow of my
achievement (intoxication), Geoﬀ Martin
flew in over the top of us and landed. Apparently Alastair had already been and gone and
both of them had done the task in a shorter
time than I. Alastair was first, Geoﬀ second
and I was third. Alastair had won the day
with a big lead since he also got departure
and arrival points.
On Thursday the wind was fresh from
the north and the task was Elliot – Kangaroo
Creek – Colac Colac – Tintaldra – Corryong
airport. I got to Kangaroo Creek, but could
not make it across to the higher ground
before Colac Colac. The air started to get
rough and after a parachute deployment and
a radio call from Bruce Wynne, a man not
usually fazed by rough air, Dr Death canned
the day. As it turned out the parachute was
deployed accidentally when a sudden change
in pitch caused the pilot’s harness to rub up
against the back wires and the handle of the
’chute got hooked up. The pilot rode down
in the A-frame through tall trees on a ridge
near Kangaroo Creek. He was shaken, but
otherwise okay. I listened to it all on the
radio as I lay in the shade of a big tree under
which I packed up. The emergency operations all went according to plan, with Wendy
relaying messages between Al and the pilot’s
team, who eventually retrieved him once his
GPS coordinates were supplied by Matt who
saw the whole incident from the air.
Friday was also canned due to high winds
and approaching storms. This was fine by
me. I’d had two late nights scoring by now
and I needed the rest. A crew went down to
Mt Buﬀalo and did some trike flying while
the rest of us went swimming in the river at
the free campground. We filled in the rest of
the day trying to fix a gas fridge and drinking
beer, always a good combination.
Saturday was our last day to get a task
in, but the smoke was still with us. A task
was called and the first leg was headwind
to Greg Greg. I had my first landing in the
bomb-out and convinced Craig Dorich to
drive me back up the hill for a re-fly or…
as they say in Manilla a ‘re-bomb’. Alistair
July 2007

was in first place and Geoﬀ Martin and
myself were fighting it out for second. I
had to have another go, I had seen Geoﬀ
get away and Alistair certainly wasn’t in the
bomb-out.
By the time I got back to the top, there
was only Wendy and our launch marshal,
Cindy. They kindly waited for me to launch
and this time I got away. It was very eerie
flying in the smoke. The visibility was such
that I felt like I was flying in a cylinder. I
could see okay above and below, but for
360º around me, there was a wall of smoke
in the distance. I was using my GPS to go
forward. I flew over the free campground
and arrived at the hills just before Greg Greg
at hill height. I should have tried to get over
to the upwind side of the ridge, but I was
too worried about making the first turnpoint
and, of course, that’s where I landed.
As I was coming in to land, there was
a glider across the road in the next paddock
and an ambulance nearby. Eventually three
more ambulances pulled up. Jump Roland
had hit a barbed wire fence when he’d aborted his landing to avoid powerlines. He broke
his arm, received some bad lacerations, but
certainly wasn’t short of a ride to the hospital.
Since the presentation was that night,
and I was the scorer, I was not there for long.
Adam B and his fully loaded Subaru stopped
and stuﬀed me in. I was quickly back at the
Court House and managed to get the scoring done before the dinners were over.
The presentation dinner was great fun.
Alastair got the Veteran’s trophy, although
he protested, “Oh, I’m not that old!” Paul
Bisset got ‘Most Improved’ and in his
acceptance speech said he was happy with
‘Most Improved’ since he knew he’d never
get ‘Most Good Looking’ – Donny Garner
had that one sown up. Matt Clarke got ‘Best
Kingpost’ in the Open Class.

Morning briefing at the Court House Hotel
Photo: Peter Ebeling

Ah, ah, ah, ah, stay’n alive, stay’n alive…

Photo: Peter Ebeling

FLOATER CLASS

1
2
3
4

Alastair Bramwell-Davis
Geoffrey Martin
Simon Plint
Simon O’Neil

Honourable mention goes to Robert
Larkin, 5th, and Ken Harris, 8th. This was
their first inland comp.
Bruce once again showed why he is
known as the Wise Maggot, by winning the
Open Class. Bruce’s team, Team Maggot,
also won the team trophy and he was pretty
happy about that. As he pointed out to me,
the team trophy is largely overlooked at most
comps, but, “It’s the best one!”
OPEN CLASS RESULTS

1
2
3
4

Bruce Wynne
Dunstan Hansen
Andy Phillips
Don Garner

Splint’s tights are too much for Selmsey
Photo: Peter Ebeling

Corryong is a great place to fly and the Corryong
Cup is a great first comp if you’re just starting out.
The Newcastle Hang Gliding Club has done a great
job with the comp and it will be even better next
year. The following people in particular deserve
special thanks for their eﬀorts Wendy and Garry Herman and their family, Alaric Giles, Matt Clarke,
Cameron Tunbridge and Stephen Crosby.
The complete results and information about Corryong Cup ’08 can be found at [www.corryongcup.com].
Soaring Australia
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BOOK REVIEW:

Advanced Soaring Made Easy
– By Bernard Eckey
FOREWORD BY INGO RENNER. PUBLISHED 2007 BY EQIP WERBUNG & VERLAG GMBH WWW.EQIP.DE.
173 PAGES, 200 X 270MM, WITH INDEX

Martin Simons

T

his is an important book. There has never
before been a comprehensive text based on
Australian soaring experience and using
Australian examples in illustration. Every
serious pilot based in this country, or those
visitors flying here occasionally, will need
this. Those who fly elsewhere will also
find it useful. The exercise of transferring
advice and information from one continent
or hemisphere to the other is not diﬃcult.
Australian pilots have always had to do it
till now. It is good at last to have things the
other way round.
Bernard Eckey is an instructor, experienced coach and 1000km record pilot whose
focus is on encouraging pilots to move out
beyond the circuit area into the exciting world
of advanced soaring. His book will be used
not only by those attending cross-country
flying courses but by pilots who have limited
access or no access at all, to such coaching.
Quite apart from the Australian interest,
nothing like this in the English language has
been published in recent decades. Existing
texts covering the same field are all now
quite elderly; Helmut Reichmann’s Cross

FROM THE BLUE BOOK
James Cooper

A

friend of mine, ex-sailing world champion and Olympian suggested that
every flight should be analysed,
recorded for future reference and learnt from.
Knowing very accurately the wind direction
is very important to be able to run the street
to the thermal core, I had to find a method from
the first thermal in the morning finding the exact
wind direction. I developed the technique of noting the position over the ground of the first thermal, once I left the top of the thermal I flew
directly towards that point on the ground, noted
the compass direction and thus took my wind
direction fix.
4
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Country Soaring (1978) for example, and
Derek Piggot’s Understanding Gliding
(1977). George Moﬀat, World Champion of
the ‘seventies’, has written more recently but
has not attempted to cover the same ground.
The British Gliding Association Manual,
Gliding (2002) deals almost entirely with the
aircraft themselves, saying little about how
to use them. The sport has developed a great
deal and a new book has become necessary.
Rightly, the kinds of things that are
included in basic texts about the earliest
stages of learning to fly, are not dealt with.
The emphasis throughout is on the pilot
who intends to make progress beyond the
first few solo hours.
A beginning is made with what can be
learned from local soaring. Many vital skills
can be acquired within easy gliding distance
of home, accumulating genuine and useful experience, rather than floating around
lethargically, learning nothing. The pilot in
these early stages must fly safely, accurately
and eﬃciently to get the most from the sport.
A beginner who adopts this approach is not
likely to drop out of the game after a few
weeks or months, but will find a fascinating
aerial world awaiting further exploration.
There is an extended section on thermals and how to manage them. This chapter
emphasises the need for practice but contains a necessary minimum of theoretical
material. This should prevent anyone from
becoming wedded to oversimplified views
that obscure underlying complexities.
(Perhaps there are as many diﬀerent theories
as there are theoreticians.)
The text goes on to more general considerations of the weather, how to recognise
cloud formations, use temperature lapse
rate diagrams and read the weather map to
decide if the coming day or week will be
good for soaring. There is also advice on
using seabreeze fronts and a warning against
flying in thunderstorms. A point that might
have been made here is that lightning strikes

on gliders, with catastrophic results, have
probably killed more pilots than air turbulence and wind shears. In one notorious case,
the strike travelled horizontally for kilometres to destroy a club two-seater which was
close to home under a blue sky at the time.
(Both pilots were lucky to escape by parachute. Others have been less fortunate.)
This leads to preparations for venturing
further, extending the local soaring area and
beginning more ambitious cross-country task
flying. The pilot is advised to consider the
long and shorter term preparations required
for ambitious flights, keeping in good health,
preparing and maintaining the glider and its
instruments and the road trailer, arranging
for a retrieving crew etc. Landing out, navigation and safety, basic MacCready theory
to improve average speeds, and related topics such as the proper use of flaps, dolphin
soaring, final glides etc, are all given proper
emphasis. Collision avoidance and the need
for constant lookout are stressed throughout
(including mention of the FLARM system).
In anticipation of contest flying there
is a brief and clear explanation of the main
competition classes of sailplane and the types
of tasks set now. (Nothing is said about
the so-called ‘Grand Prix’ type of contest.)
Team flying has earlier been referred to as a
valuable learning exercise, which it certainly
can be. Its tactical importance in the most
advanced levels of international competitive flying is not explained. In a book about
advanced soaring, a little attention might
have been given to this.
There is a useful a chapter on mental
preparation, decision-making and building confidence.
Few Australians have the chance to
practice ridge or mountain soaring near their
home site. These topics come quite late in the
book, which seemed a little strange at first to
one brought up on hill sites. But for those
used to flying over the plains, the arrangement is understandable and desirable. A very
July 2007
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diﬀerent type of experience awaits them. All
the advice given here is very sound.
The final chapter on wave flying is
extremely good with advice not only about
identifying and using waves, but most importantly about the dangers of high altitudes,
hypoxia, fatigue and always the need for thorough planning, preparation and equipment.
Embedded in the book are occasional
illustrative accounts of flights by the author,
from which important lessons are to be
learned. These make for greater readability
in what, without them, might seem a rather
solid text. There are a few extracts, properly
acknowledged, from other publications, and
a valuable contribution by Rick Agnew on
wave flying.
One of the most important developments in soaring in recent decades has been
the widespread adoption of the global positioning system and associated dataloggers.
It is fair to say that the sport has been transformed. They are not neglected in the book
and there is a necessary, though quite short,
section on navigation with these devices.
There is nevertheless scope for some expansion of the discussion here, which might well
be incorporated in future editions.
Not all pilots are familiar with the GPS
as used in soaring. Fewer still know how to
manage a datalogger, or how to download
and analyse the results. Granted, Bernard
recommends a thorough familiarisation with
all these and it is fair to say, as he does, that
there is no space for a full examination of
the various available alternative systems and
instruments. It would be useful to have a
few pages with instructions, illustrations and
examples of flight trace dissection and comment. A pilot can learn a great deal from a
personal flight record but it should not end
here. It is also possible now to download
traces filed ‘on line’ by others. To discover
what they did, especially those flying from
the same or nearby sites on the same day,
is highly instructive and should become
routine practice. Perhaps Australia is lagging
a little here and needs to be prodded into
1)
more action.
Club sailplanes do not always have
advanced electronic equipment in the cockpit and there are still occasional breakdowns
of the apparatus. Bernard is right to point
out that there remains a need for the traditional methods of navigation. More space
might be devoted to these, especially the
matter of maps and map reading in flight.
Over the Australian plains, as a rule, extraordinarily good visibility is combined with a
sparseness of prominent features. Turning
points, often grain silos conveniently painted
white, show up from vast distances and
there is sometimes little else noteworthy to
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be seen. Lacking GPS, a pilot in Australia
can often get by with the recommended
1:1 000 000 scale map. Unfortunately, on
such a scale little useful detail can be found
and if things do not go according to plan,
better maps become essential. The only
alternative in this country is the scale of
1:250 000, which shows much fine detail.
The individual sheets are unfortunately larger
than is convenient in the cockpit but with
folding and perhaps mounting on card or
plastic, this problem can be overcome.
(To a visiting pilot from Europe, all this
would seem very strange. Things there are
very much the other way round, visibility
is often greatly restricted and there are so
many ground features that confusion is very
likely. Lacking GPS an Australian pilot in
Europe without an accurate and detailed
large scale map and a lot of map-reading
practice, would be lost within minutes.
In addition, available airspace for soaring
is very severely restricted. Accurate navigation is essential in such conditions, and
there is the likelihood in the near future
of compulsory transponders.)
The book has remarkably few proof reading errors. Those that do crop up are usually
of the trivial kind missed by computer spelling checkers: ‘disbelieve’ appears for ‘disbelief’, ‘decent’, for ‘descent’, and a few others.
The index is very comprehensive and,
curiously, includes itself. Every item is
referred to the index page where it appears
as well as the relevant page in the main text.
This is evidently caused by setting a computer program to work twice, so that anything
paged on the first run through is picked up
again and signalled on its index page as well.
There are many references to works by
other authors, but no bibliography, which is a
pity. The reader, who would like to follow up
these writings, will not find them very easily.
These small matters do not significantly
detract from the value of the book as a whole
and will be put right in future printings.
Bernard Eckey has succeeded in dealing
well with a great deal of material in a relatively small space. The book is attractive and
well designed, fully up to the high standard
of presentation that we have come to expect
from this publisher. It is likely to succeed
and become a standard work.
Perhaps, even with such a guide available, advanced soaring will never be easy.
If it were so it might seem less worth doing
and less rewarding. But written in clearly
understandable language with the minimum
of jargon, this book will encourage and help
all those who seek to improve as pilots.

Airworthiness Inspection

FORM 2 AND C OF A NOTICE
■

A Form 2 inspection is due. $150* payment
is enclosed

■

The C of A requires renewal. $33* payment
is enclosed and the existing C of A document
is returned

■

Initial registration package is required.
$363* payment is enclosed
* Fees include GST

Payment method:

■

Cheque
■ Credit Card ■ Direct Deposit
For internet payments, deposit into:
BSB: 013-442 Account No: 304729562

A) DOCUMENTATION REQUEST
■
■

Please send me a transfer of ownership document
Please send me a change of registered
operator document

Aircraft Type ...............................................................................
Registration marks VH – ...........................................................
Address to which documents are to be sent is:
Name .........................................................................................
Address ......................................................................................
....................................................................................................
State......................................................Postcode.......................
Forward to: GFA Airworthiness Secretary,
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041
Email: <Airworthiness@sec.gfa.org.au>
Fax: 03 9379 5519

LAKE
KEEPIT

TAMWORTH NSW
Visit Lake Keepit Soaring Club
for some of the best
cross-country gliding in NSW
[www.keepitsoaring.com]
Email: <manager@keepitsoaring.com>

Ph: (02) 6769 7514
Fax: (02) 6769 7640
★ Club rates for all GFA pilots
★ Good glider availability
★ Winch and aerotow courses
★ Free flying after 4 hours
★ Mid-week operations
★ Airconditioned cabins,
bunkhouse, camping

1) Check: [www.onlinecontest.org/olc-2.0/
segelflugszene/index.html]
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Waikerie Gliding Club
70TH ANNIVERSARY
REUNION
John Hudson

Wave cloud west of Waikerie on the Sunday morning

THE WAIKERIE GLIDING CLUB WGC WAS FORMALLY ESTABLISHED AT A MEETING
OF LOCAL ‘WAIKERIEITES’ WHICH COMMENCED AT 8:00PM, 25 MAY 1937.

T

he ‘Minutes’ of this first meeting identify
those local identities present – “Mr H Sichler (Chairman), Mr E R (Jock) Barratt,
Mr R Pope, Mr R Coats, Mr A E Wohlring,
Mr H Schenke, Mr W Fudge, Mr F Perry,
Mr K Reibe, Mr F Smith and Mr R Starr.”
As with most Meeting Agenda, one of
the first items is confirmation of the previous
meetings Minutes, in this case stating, “This

Ron Brock, Peter Goodwin (behind), Nigel Baker (behind),
Roger Langford, Richard Geytenbeek and Damien O’Reilly

John Holland, David Jones, John Marshall (JR), Bill Haby, Haidyn
Dunn, Bill Mudge, Keith Willis (behind), Grant Hudson (at the
bar) and Greg Jackson

6

Soaring Australia

being the first meeting of the Club, there were
no Minutes to read” – written in neat pen
and ink of the era.
The celebration of 70 years for WGC
commenced at the Club’s AGM 12 months
earlier – when a handful of ‘experienced’
past members were invited to visit the Club,
attend the AGM and oﬀer their advice and
ideas. All those invited attended – it became
a celebration in itself.
As a result of this and a detailed review
of the Club’s records, as many past members
as could be located were invited back for the
70th anniversary on Saturday, 19 May 2007.
As a result a large number of members, past
and present, friends and visitors were present
on the day to celebrate those 70 years.
The Clubs AGM, staged mid-afternoon,
saw the annual business and election of a
Committee dealt with (almost) expeditiously: a fierce looking dust storm interrupted
proceedings while the gliders were hangared.
Many of the visitors took the opportunity to reacquaint themselves with the glider
cockpit. The ‘Pelican’ was cleaned and polished for display, as was an early winch used
by WGC in its infancy.
The real reminiscing started around the
bar. People from around Australia, Perth,
Canberra, Melbourne, Adelaide and all
points in between – some who had not seen
each other for 30+ years, were together again
to talk about matters ‘historical’.
It was great to see gliding identities
including David Pietsch, Malcolm Jinks,
Ron Brock, Haidyn and Lyn Dunn, David
Jones, Bill Mudge, Bill Kirk, Damien
O’Reilly, Max Riley, Martin Simons, Peter
and Debbie Goodwin, Roger Langford,
Geoﬀ and Pat Horwood, John Holland and
Bob and Sue Martin. Many ‘older’ members
attended, including Bruce Pennington, Vern

Hallam, Clive Pope, Joch Sauterbin, Michael
Arnold, Laurie English and Kevin Gillespie.
After a group of 105 people were served
a three course meal, Martin Simons made an
interesting and informative illustrated presentation on gliding initiatives from Europe
– before more reminiscing, which carried on
late into the night.
Good wishes were received from many,
including John Welsh, Rob Moore, Geoﬀ
Strickland and Heinz Gronka, who coordinated three international teams at the 1974
World Comps at Waikerie (and who still
lives in Renmark).
Sunday dawned quiet. The forecast was
for reasonable conditions, with temperatures
in the low 20s and a north-westerly breeze.
It turned out to be another great gliding day,
with several Club pilots having good flights
and some from yesteryear taking flights. The
best wave conditions seen for some time
were to the west of Waikerie.
Plans are now underway for the next
celebration.

Martin Simons addressing the group
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GFA Pilot Training System
– A Review Of The Process
Peter Gray COP, Rob Moore CSC and Maurice Little CDC

GFA

has been operating
for many years with
a training system
and regime as described in the present
instructors’ manual ‘Basic Gliding Knowledge’ and other related documents. For some
time we have been looking at improving our
basic training systems. In addition, a study
of membership statistics shows that GFA
has quite a high churn in membership in
the first two years. We believe if we can solve
(or partly solve) early member losses, then
we will go a long way to improving GFA
membership woes.
Losing new members before they really
get a taste for the sport suggests that either
we misrepresent the sport and what people
should expect from it, or we have a training
system which is not delivering what is reasonably expected by a new member.
We now believe that our training system,
and indeed the GFA structure, insuﬃciently
addresses certain elements of gliding which
it is considered could be part of the cause.
The changes proposed move the emphasis
from solo to cross-country competency.
Without going into details (which are
still being developed) the basic thinking is
as follows.
• Elementary soaring needs to become rudimentary much earlier in the basic training
program – brought forward in all texts,
references and training regimes.
• Basic soaring needs to be taken advantage
of at every opportunity well before solo.
• Solo should be treated as just a step in a
much larger process; the emphasis should be
some way further toward ‘Silver C’ type skills.
• Instructors should take students on short
cross-countries at every opportunity away
from the circuit and explore thermal techniques and centring and adjustment perhaps sometimes at the expense of circuits.
• The coach structure at club level needed to
be significantly improved and integrated
with the instructor system, both raising the
status of coaches within the club system and
promoting joint coach/instructors’ panels.
• The training syllabus needed to be accelerated in development to incorporate all elements of training both basic and advanced.
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There needs to be clear lines of delineation
of responsibility for safety and low level cut
oﬀ, or pilot-in-command.
To achieve these aims, the following
proposals are to be discussed and developed
by the operations panel and coaching panel
in June.
1. Remove the concept and terminology of presolo and post-solo training. Introduce a
holistic syllabus for the basic level of training
This hinges on a fundamental shift in
the existing relationship of club coaches,
instructors, students and the syllabus. Not
only does it require significant syllabus
change in the pre-solo and early post-solo
training, but it unites the roles of coaches
and instructors in the process.
2. The concept will result in a new GFA rating
(current terminology would be a ‘Glider
Pilot Certificate’ (GPC) which will be issued
on satisfactory completion of the syllabus
resulting in a reliable and independent
glider pilot who is ready for intermediate
and advanced cross-country training.
A, B and C certificates remain as is, but
elements of the new extended syllabus can
be provided by either coaches or instructors.
3. Involve instructors and coaches in
GPC training.
Practically all training through to GPC
will be two-seat training. Instructors remain
responsible for the basic flying syllabus
Soaring experience training may be
conducted by an instructor or coach (even
•

pre-solo). Under the proposed new system,
coaches will have a minimum instructor
rating for pre-solo work and be responsible
for elements of the training syllabus pre-and
post-solo.
As now, instructors will be responsible
for safety, teaching control of the aircraft,
emergencies, take oﬀ and landing. The ab
initio syllabus may be expanded to include
such additional elements as thermalling techniques, speed to fly, height bands, weather,
basic navigation and flying with other gliders
which presently are not prominent.
4. It is envisaged that clubs could move away
from ‘Instructors Panels’ and instead adopt
‘Training Panels’ comprising instructors and
coaches. The chair of the panel need not
necessarily be an instructor, however, the CFI,
or equivalent, remains responsible for safety,
standards and operational decisionmaking.
NE XT STEPS

There is much to do to get the new systems
in place and many manuals need to be
changed. The next step is to sort this detail
out with the various stakeholders of operations and coaching which is scheduled for
June 2007.
It is hoped to have the required changes
in place this year with everyone’s co-operation. Further updates on this significant
and important change to GFA systems
will be advised after the department
meetings in June.

Soaring Australia
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DANCE AROUND THE VOLCANO
Fredegar Tommek, translated by Daniela Battaglia
THE HEART OF THE SPANISH DOESN’T BEAT ONLY FOR
TAPAS VARIADAS, BULLFIGHTS AND HIS HIGHNESS
JUAN CARLOS I. THEY LIKEWISE APPRECIATE THE
FINE ARTS OF TUMBLINGS, INFINITY AND MISTY FLIP.

F

or the third time now, the small and strongwind proven paragliding community of
Tenerife (approximately 300 pilots) along
with the local tourism association, invited
the world to a five-day long flight show.
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For a great part of the worldwide acrobatics-freaks, the festival within sight of
the volcano ‘El Teide’, belongs already to
the duty program and therefore the list of
participants reads like the who-is-who of the
scene: There was no way that the local heroes
and current world champions, the SATbrothers Felix and Raul Rodriguez would
miss this event. Just as well, as the German-speaking acro delegation, shortly given
the alias ‘Los Rennegados’, the American
‘Acro-Twins’ Timothy and Anthony Green,
the tender Miss Seiko Fukuoka from Japan,
‘Knippi’ Knipping as the only German
Acro-hero and a lot of others were there.
Altogether, the organisers stated the presence
of about 500 accredited participants, journalists, exhibitors and others.
The event was organised very professionally and with a lot of eﬀort, beginning with
the fireworks during the opening evening,
continuing with acrobatic shows of Spanish
F18, base jumper and live concerts up to
the huge paella during the end of the festival
which didn’t leave pilots or visitors with any
unfulfilled wishes! For a lot of the participat-

Giant paella
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ing pilots, one of the highlights was definitely the oﬃcially approved take-oﬀ from
Izaña (2100m), which is the National Park
in immediate proximity to the ‘El Teide’.
The mile-long gliding flight, through a partially clouded sky and ending on the beach,
became an unforgettable event. During this
flight only one pilot didn’t find the way to
the landing place, but was rescued unharmed
from her unwanted emergency landing in
the city.
Anyone who has already flown on
Tenerife knows that the ongoing, strong
north-east tradewind oﬀers temporarily perfect soaring possibilities, but also very often
closes the window for calm flights, especially
around noon. At that time, the wind blows
fiercely and places a good part of the island
in the lee. The well-proven acro specialists
didn’t have any problems with this and some
tasks could therefore be started from the
take-oﬀ ‘La Corona’.
By the way: The, especially for paragliders, perfectly levelled take-oﬀ with extensive
artificial turf isn’t at all inferior to the worldfamous dream turf in the London Wembley
stadium. The vision rambles from there
above the sometimes flourishing, sometimes
meagre landscape up to the densely cropped
Los Realejos and even further to the cliﬀy
beach formed by igneous rocks. The landing

site was the beautiful, but at the same time
frighteningly narrow, bay called ‘El Socorro
Beach’ with merely five metres of beach
between the rock face and the water.
The ‘Flypa’ festival was especially relaxed
and easy-going for the pilots, since the usual
competition stress was left out and no scoring judge had to decide on figures and their
degree of diﬃculty.
Moreover, the paramotor world champion Ramón Morillas paid a visit as well.
Only five days before, he had set up a new
course record flying 1101km from Jerez de
la Frontera to Lanzarote. Even if he didn’t
make it all the way to his planned destination Tenerife, his record performance did
make it to a couple of front pages in the
Spanish daily newspapers.
Anybody wanting to experience the ‘eternal spring’ on Tenerife with an average temperature of 20°C during winter and 26°C
during summer, along with a worthy to see
flying festival, should be on the lookout for a
plane ticket to the volcano island well ahead
of next year – you’ll hear them say again:
“Buenos diás y bienvenido a Flypa!”

Flypa 2008 is planned from 30 April to 4 May 2008.

Photos: Fredegar Tommek

Paramotor World champion Ramon Morillas
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CHICKS FLY NUDE IN FNQ!
Tracey Hayes
MOST GIRLS LIKE TO CATCH UP OVER A NICE CAPPUCCINO IN A COFFEE SHOP… NOT LEISEL AND I.
LAST WEEKEND WE SPENT TWO DAYS CATCHING UP AT 4500FT ABOVE THE EARTH IN TROPICAL NORTH
QUEENSLAND, ON A CROSSCOUNTRY FLIGHT FROM ATHERTON TO COOKTOWN AND RETURN!

At Cedar Bay

L

eisel has recently earned her cross-country
endorsement in the trike and really wanted
to do an overnight trip. With five days oﬀ
from her job as a flight attendant, the perfect opportunity presented itself. Between
the two of us we rounded up all the boys
and planned the trip.
Leisel and I both have our own trikes.
Leisel’s hubby, Paul, had work commitments

Tracey and Leisel
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and couldn’t join us for the trip. So, my
hubby, Bob, invited a friend, Jon and they
flew our purple machine. I jumped in with
Leisel to share the flying in her Outback
trike, or the ‘nude’ trike as it is sometimes
referred to! (Not because we fly it nude,
but because it has no pod and is the extreme
version of an ‘open cockpit’ aircraft!)
We ended up with five trikes and a
Drifter – eight pilots and passengers in total.
Four planes took oﬀ from Atherton at 7am,
in the usual grey mist that hangs around
there early in the day. We rendezvoused
with Leisel and Jon at Mareeba airport, did
a quick passenger re-shuﬄe, removed the
resident wasp from Leisel’s pitot tube, and
then lifted oﬀ again in a stiﬀ south-easterly.
A gaggle of boisterous little aircraft bound
for Lakeland Downs.
We passed over Lake Mitchell with it’s
brilliant blues and greens, then over the
lush rolling green hills of Julatten, on to
Mt Molloy, and a left turn (drift left, really)
around the mountains to meet up with
Teddy near the old mining town of Mt
Carbine. Teddy hangars his trike at Port
Douglas, so he flew a quick jaunt across
the range to meet up with us mid-air.

We flew over the McLeod river area
where we often take our four wheel drive
and go camping. It’s funny how it all looks
so diﬀerent from the air!
With almost 40kt up our rear, the trip
was quicker than we had planned – the forecast had been for 25kt. Our airspeed indicator (with wasp removed) was showing 45kt,
the groundspeed on the GPS was 84kt! I’m
sure you can do the calculations.
Between Mt Carbine and Lakeland
Downs the scenery was pretty much the
same, lots of tiger country with one long
road to follow and keep in mind for any
unforeseen circumstances.
Across the top of the Byerstown Range,
where we had visited a couple of years ago
for a hang gliding weekend, and the farming
area of Lakeland Downs came into view.
We were able to pick out the airstrip from
miles away. It was long and wide and green,
the kind of airstrip you dream about.
(Except that in my dreams there’s never
a crosswind.) The remains of the shredded
windsock may have been an indication of
the usually windy conditions at Lakeland.
One of the pilots actually lives in the
Lakeland area and his wife came to meet us.
Alex and Sabina were very kind and transJuly 2007
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ferred us all to their place on the Swiss farms
plantation. Sabina had prepared a delicious
feast for the swarm of hungry pilots and all
was devoured in no time! They also lent us
one of their vehicles to get back to town
and our salubrious accommodation at the
Lakeland Hotel/Motel. We were the talk of
the town and a few locals came to the pub
that night for a chat. Some farmers had been
working in their paddocks and had heard
us flying over.
Next morning we were up at 5am for
a cooked breakfast. The best thing about
going away in the trike is that you can’t carry
much, so you have to eat out and stay in
pubs and motels.
It was my turn to fly today, my first
fly of the ‘nude’ trike (I want one!). We
departed Lakeland airfield for Cooktown at
6:45am with a north-easterly heading and
straight into the glare of the rising sun.
Arriving at Cooktown, we landed on an
old World War II airstrip close to town. Landing behind the hill was quite a challenge
in the rotor. We taxied through a quarry,
parked the trikes and walked to the service
station to refuel our planes and bellies.
I think we were the most exciting thing
to happen in Cooktown since Captain
Cook broke down there in 1770. The locals
were driving by for a sticky beak at the mad
microlight pilots (I prefer to use the word
intrepid!) and just as we were leaving, the
local paper turned up to take our photo for
their next edition.
We took oﬀ again, swinging through the
rotor, to a height of around 1200ft and into
a nice, smooth 20kt headwind! The views
down the coast were magnificent: The water
was a crystal clear blue-green, the sand was
white and the sky was azure blue.
Bob and Dave couldn’t resist the hang glider
pilots in them and soared and circled their
planes in the ridge lift of the coastal mountains.
At Cedar Bay, an isolated stretch of
beach not accessible by road about half an
hour’s flying time south of Cooktown, the
tide was out, so we made a landing on the
sweeping wide white sandy beach. The last
time we had been to Cedar Bay it had been
a gruelling eight hour walk with heavy
packs. We won’t be doing that
again – flying in was
much easier.

Cape Tribulation

We picked up some rubbish oﬀ the
beach and continued on our trip. Another
touch and go at North Cowie beach and
then past Bloomfield, Wujal Wujal, Cape
Tribulation, Cow Bay and the northern
beaches of Port Douglas for a landing at
Cooya Beach. Brad, a local chopper pilot
I know, was up for a chat as we flew into
Port Douglas. He was flying next to us in
his bright yellow R44 enjoying the glorious
day laid out before our eyes.
Things were not quite so glorious as we
came in to land at Cooya Beach with around
20kt of headwind, a bit of crosswind and no
windsock! There was, however, lots of sugar
cane to judge the wind direction by. All went
well and everyone got down safely. Teddy
peeled oﬀ and landed a little further south
at the Port Douglas airfield. We swapped
passengers and pilots, had a quick comfort
stop behind a tree and once again beat our
way through the headwind to the southwest, on our way to Mareeba and Atherton.
At Mareeba we watched from 4000ft
as Leisel nailed her landing at the coﬀee
farm. The strongest thermals and wind of
the entire trip were between Mareeba and
Atherton; we made our way across the
patchwork of farmland at 4500ft and were
greeted by the Atherton aerodrome wind-

In the ‘nude’ trike

sock standing straight out to attention
indicating a complete crosswind of 20kt
or so. Nothing much unusual or unexpected about that at Atherton. I have always
wondered who was in charge of building
airstrips in north Queensland and why
not one of them is built into the prevailing
south-easterly?
We made an arrival in our trusty purple
machine, taxied back to the hangar, refuelled
and tucked her away ready for the next
adventure. Every time I fly, I am in awe of
the scenery, my ability to fly and experience
something not everyone can. A generation
ago I could not have learnt to fly, never
mind own my own aircraft.
For the weekend we clocked up a total
of just over six hours of flying time. Leisel
and I had the best time flying together.
Now we have to catch up for a cappuccino
to talk about all the flying we did…
It’s a girl thing!

Photos: Tracey Hayes

On Cedar Bay beach
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What Does It Take To Be An
Australian Record Holder?
THREE WOMEN FROM
QUEENSLAND TELL US HOW
Jo Davis
EVER WONDERED WHAT IT WOULD BE LIKE TO SET AN AUSTRALIAN RECORD. NAME IN LIGHTS, THE
CROWD CHEERING, CAMERAS FLASHING, NEVER ENDING MEDIA INTERVIEWS AND CONSTANT RE
RUNS ON TV? WELL, MAYBE NOT QUITE. OR NOT UNTIL WE RAISE GLIDING’S PROFILE A BIT ANYWAY!

M

aybe it would be a moment when
all those hours of preparation come
together and are rewarded. Perhaps
it would be a personal milestone
that you had been striving for, for so long?
Or maybe it would be a moment when you
simply quietly say to yourself, “Nicely done.”
Having set their respective records
between the end of 2006 and first quarter of
2007, three of our female pilots from Queensland share with us the highs and lows of
achieving their most recent Australian Record.
Pam set two records in the period, with
one in November 2006 and other in February 2007. As she was first up setting her
record on 26 November 2006, we’ll let her
go first here.

Pam Hawkins-Kurstjens with husband Gerrit

PA M H AW K I N S  K U R S T J E N S

The Pilot
How long have you been gliding and how
many hours do you have?
Since 1971 – 4500 gliding (+3700 power)

12 Soaring Australia

From where do you normally fly?
Darling Downs Soaring Club, Jondaryan.
What made you decide ‘this gliding thing
is for me’?
As a kid, I wanted to fly, but it was always
going to be too expensive. I found out about
gliding from a magazine article which stated:
“…even women go gliding.” So I decided that
a 17-year-old schoolgirl could too. I found out
that it was aﬀordable, especially as the club
I went to did cheaper rates for students.
What keeps you coming back to the airfield?
What do you love about the sport?
I enjoy the flying, but also enjoy the club
involvement, and the socialising. Feeling part
of the club is important.
Gliding has never become boring, you
never run out of new things to do. You might
fly the same route twice, but the two flights
are not the same; there is an infinite variety
in the way the thermals and other forms of lift
work from one day to the next. Also, flying
in diﬀerent parts of the world provides lots
of new experiences.
It is a challenge, and a skill: the more you
do it, the better you get at it. It is interesting
to compare your performance against other
people, flying the same task. You learn from
that as well.
The Statistics
What was the record category?
Australian Feminine Open Class:
1. 750km Triangle Speed,
2. Distance Around Three Turnpoints.
Who held the record before you and what
was the speed?
1. Kerry Claﬀey, 100.40km/h
2. I’m not sure but I think there was no claim
on this record, and a minimum distance of

814km had been set for a first claim to
be made.
What speed/distance did you achieve?
1. 146.35km/h
2. 1045.2km
What were you flying? And how many hours
doyou have in the type?
Nimbus 4T, approximately 1000 hours.
Where did you set your record?
1. 750km Triangle: Narromine-Lake
Keepit-Walgett-Narromine.
2. 1045.2: Narromine-Caragabal-CanbelegoRowena-GNSS finish north of Narromine.
The ‘How To’
What do you consider as the most important
part of your preparation before attempting
the record?
If I have to name one item only, it would
be familiarity with the glider, its instruments
and loggers.
What was the most valuable lesson from
your flight?
1. On the 750km, don’t write the day oﬀ
early. A slow section on the first leg made
it seem out of reach, but I picked up speed
on the next two legs.
2. On the 1045km, I over-set the task, I set
a much bigger triangle than I needed to
break the record, and then didn’t make
it home, so had to settle for the Australian
Feminine Distance around three turnpoints when I could have achieved the
World Feminine Triangular Distance with
better planning.
What was your ‘Plan’? And did you stick to it?
1. I chose the start time based on an expectation to complete the task in five hours, and
stuck to that schedule, thereby using the
best part of the day.
July 2007
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2. I got airborne as soon as I could with a
high tow and started at just under 1000m
agl, then accepted a slow speed to begin
with, as this was a distance task, but as
soon as I could safely speed up I did so.
Even so, I needed a super fast stretch.
This came on the third leg, and gave me
the real possibility of completing the task.
How long had you been planning to try for
the record and what made you decide ‘today
is the day’?
1. It was the end of Narromine Cup Week,
and having forecasts from the met man
was helpful. I had been flying every other
day for two weeks so had a good idea of the
weather pattern, and began by declaring a
1000km triangle on the day, then changed
it to a 750km triangle based on some bad
weather coming up from the south-west
which would limit the size of the task.
I was able to select one of my re-planned
tasks based on the last minute assessment
of the best direction to go. This decision
was made very soon before take-oﬀ. You
have to be flexible, and I constantly find
myself making adjustments to tasks at the
last minute before take-oﬀ. You can plan
as many triangles as you like, but you have
to be prepared to change plans up to the
moment of take-oﬀ.
2. When I flew the 1045km, I had to rely
on the NOAA temperature profiles to
decide on the limits of the task area, and
this worked extremely well.
Any advice for aspiring record holders?
Believe it can happen to you! Practice, put in
the hours in the air, know the rules, know your
equipment, practice declaring tasks and getting
a valid log file out of your logger. Make sure
you are not caught out by technical problems
after a brilliant flight.

1. The 750 went well, on the whole.
All I could do was keep plugging along.
2. The 1045 was slower than I liked on the
first two legs, and I knew I had to make up
a lot of time on the third leg. Fortunately
I had the best conditions of the day on that
leg so this brought me back into contention.
Were there any key decisions you can
remember making that made the diﬀerence?
Nothing stands out.
Any unforgettable moments?
Watching the sun go down while on my underperforming final glide on the 1045km flight!
And realising that if the engine didn’t start
I was going to land out in near darkness.
What were you thinking when you touched
down and finished your ground roll?
Elation! A great sense of achievement, and the
relief that comes when you relax after hours
of intense concentration.

The Experience
Was there a moment when you realised the
record was on? Or was it all just going to plan?
1. On the 750, at the second turnpoint I realised I had made up time lost earlier in the
flight and that the run home would be fast.
That was when I knew it was on.
2. On the 1000, I knew before the last turnpoint that I was going to be pushing it and
ran a risk of not making it home unless
I cut the turnpoint short, but I decided
to press on around the turnpoint. After
my last climb I flew into dead air, and it
was a very long glide. Only when I passed
1000km was I able to congratulate myself
on that, but by then it was clear I would
not make it home.
Did you ever have a moment when you
thought you wouldn’t make it? If so, how
did you turn things around?

LISA TROTTER
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Lisa set her record on 11 January, so she
is up next.

The Pilot
How long have you been gliding and
how many hours do you have?
I have been gliding for 22 years and have
about 2800 hours gliding.
From where do you normally fly?
Being a member of the Kingaroy Soaring
Club, I usually fly from Kingaroy, although
I do enjoy flying at the many excellent sites
all over Australia.
What made you decide ‘this gliding thing
is for me’?
I have always been interested in aviation. I
learnt to fly power aircraft when I was pretty
young and then stumbled across gliding. My
father and I decided to do a gliding course as a
holiday at the Gliding Club of Victoria, which
happened to be at the time of year when there
was a lot of cross-country flying going on. I saw
people studying maps in the morning and com-

ing back at the end of the day with the most
amazing stories. ‘Wow,’ I thought, I want a bit
of this action.
What keeps you going back to an airfield?
What do you love about the sport?
I really am addicted. It is like a drug. The
high lasts for days or weeks, then I have to go
back for more. “Why do I do this thing?” is
something that I often ask myself. It is a tough
sport in lots of ways, especially in competition.
You can find yourself on an emotional rollercoaster moving from the elation you get from a
top flight to the deflation that a flat tyre (pun
intended) or an outlanding will bring. The
ups well and truly outweigh all of the downs. I
think what really keeps me going back for more
is the great sense of achievement I get from successfully taking on challenges. Also, the experience of cruising over flatlands or mountains
and being up with the clouds is a pleasure and
I feel it is a great privilege to be able to do this.
I also love being part of the gliding community.
The Statistics
What was the record category?
Australian National Record: Standard Class
300km Out and Return.
Australian Feminine National Record: Open/
18m/15m/Std Class 300km Out and Return.
Who held the record before you and what
was the speed?
Miles Gore-Brown did 130.10km/h
in a Discus 2.
Judy Renner held the feminine record. She did
126.16km/h in a Discus.
What speed did you achieve?
138.38km/h.
What were you flying? And how many hours
do you have in the type?
An LS8, probably about 500 hours
Where did you set your record?
Narromine, NSW.
The ‘How To’
What do you consider as the most important
part of your preparation before attempting
the record?
This was the first time I had a go at record
flights, so I had plenty to learn. I have made
many attempts at distance flights though and
much of the preparation is the same – ie, know
the Sporting Code, plan your flight and have
everything ready to go before the day, decide
that you are going to give it a go no matter
what anyone says.
What was the most valuable lesson from
your flight?
I realised how important it is to be disciplined
about thermal selection. If you are trying to
do a fast flight, you just can’t aﬀord to take a
mediocre climb. I also realised that it is tricky
to get above the minimum height when finishing (1000m below the start height). You have
Soaring Australia
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to do your final glide onto this height. Getting
into the FAI sector with little to spare can also
be diﬃcult and you have to get it right.
What was your ‘Plan’? And did you stick to it?
My plan was to be very disciplined and concentrate on getting good climb rates. I didn’t
have streeting, so my speed was dependent on
accepting good climbs and not taking or staying in anything below six knots. About a half
hour into the fight I found myself down below
3000ft agl after starting at 7000ft agl. Even
though I planned to take nothing under six
knots I did sneak a four knot climb in for a
couple of minutes to get another 1000ft. My
other seven climbs were all above 6.6kt and my
average climb rate was 7.2kt.
How long had you been planning to try for
the record and what made you decide ‘today
is the day’?
My hubby Pete and I had a couple of weeks in
Narromine to do distance flights. We decided
that we would go for speed records if it turned
out that the day was not on for 1000km flight
attempts. I reckon that everyday could be the
day! The day started late and didn’t seem anything special – it wasn’t more than an average
day really. You just have to get out there and
give it a go.
Any advice for aspiring record holders?
For speed flights, especially if they are short, you
need to pick the best weather window for the
day. Have a good look at the weather forecasts:
use NOAA. You also will get a great advantage
if you have streeting or convergence along one of
the legs – so have a few tasks planned and pick
the best one when you are out on the field.
The Experience
Was there a moment when you realised the
record was on? Or was it all just going to plan?
The first half hour of the flight seemed too slow
for the flight to be a record, so I didn’t think
that I had a record flight until I looked at the
stats when I got back on the ground.
Did you ever have a moment when you
thought you wouldn’t make it? If so, how did
you turn things around?
I thought most of the time that the flight was
not going to beat the record because of my slow
start, but I focussed on doing the best I could.
Were there any key decisions you can
remember making that made the diﬀerence?
Every time I passed up a thermal less than
six knots was a key decision that made the
record possible.
Any unforgettable moments?
At 92km from home I had a seven knot average for six minutes to gain about 4000ft in my
last climb.
What were you thinking when you touched
down and finished your ground roll?
At that stage I did think that my speed was
good enough to beat the record, so I was pretty
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pleased about that. I had a ‘wow, that was fun’
feeling. I was also already thinking about how
I could do it better next time.
And to complete the Queensland hat
trick, Jenny set her record on 4 February!
JENNY THOMPSON

The Pilot
How long have you been gliding and how
many hours do you have?
I started flying at 15, but had a big break.
All up, about 15 years of gliding, though only
seven years of cross-country flying. I have about
1100 hours gliding and 600 hours power.
From where do you normally fly?
Darling Downs Soaring Club, Jondaryan.
What made you decide ‘this gliding thing
is for me’?
Being airborne, also the individual nature
of the sport that still requires teamwork for
it to work.
What keeps you going back to the airfield?
What do you love about the sport?
The never-ending personal challenge, friendships, being ‘whole’ when I am in the air. I
enjoy instructing and towing, but not as much
as cross-country.
The Statistics
What was the record category?
15m, 18m and Open Class 500km Speed Out
and Return – Feminine.
Who held the record before you and what
was the speed?
Karla Karel held the record for 27 years
(I think) at 122km/h.
What speed did you achieve?
133.97km/h.
What were you flying? And how many hours
do you have in the type?
The beautiful ASW27b. I have around
200 hours in it.

Where did you set your record?
Corowa, NSW.
The ‘How To’
What do you consider as the most important
part of your preparation before attempting
the record?
Everything really – head together, glider setup,
being very current on the glider, having a list
of pre-prepared potential tasks, supportive and
encouraging crew, knowing the rules for setting
records etc.
What was the most valuable lesson from
your flight?
Having an even temperament for the entire
flight (those who know me realise this is a challenge for me!). The record is not in the bag till
you’ve finished flying and it could be easy to get
‘carried away with the moment’. The previous
day I had attempted the 750km triangle speed
record and landed out 30km short. Up till then
I had averaged 125km/h and thought I had it
in the bag till a southerly killed the sky.
What was your ‘plan’? And did you stick to it?
No plan really. I guess I wanted to ‘stay connected’ with the sky. The first 150km was
blue so I needed to have confidence in the day,
myself and the glider.
How long had you been planning to try for
the record and what made you decide ‘today
is the day’?
I need goals and the records are a way of focusing myself. A few months earlier I had done
a record-breaking speed on a longer distance
and realised it was possible for me to attempt
it. Until the day before, I had never attempted
records but had my eye on them.
Any advice for aspiring record holders?
About 18 months ago, I felt my flying had
plateaud so I set myself lots of small goals to
achieve and it has been a great way to improve.
Given the right conditions, not just weather,
anyone can do it.
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The Experience
Was there a moment when you realised the
record was on? Or was it all just going to plan?
Not long after the start, I hit a thermal with
a 12kt peak and realised the day was probably
right, depending on conditions on track.
Did you ever have a moment when you
thought you wouldn’t make it? If so, how
did you turn things around?
About 65km from home on the return leg I
got down to about 3000ft agl and couldn’t
find a climb. As I had been in the blue area
for about 50km already, I thought the southerly may have kicked up again as it had the
day before. I found a three knot thermal, and
worked it, rather than push on further. This
messing around knocked my average speed back
by about 3km/h. I got enough height to prove
to myself the day was still working well and
moved on. Of course four more kilometres on
track I found a nine knot average thermal!
Were there any key decisions you can
remember making that made the diﬀerence?
Positive diﬀerence:
• Not worrying about the fact that 50% of
the flight was in the blue.
• Launching at the right time. Other people
at Corowa had launched about one to two
hours earlier and spent a lot of time struggling before the day really started. The 27 full
of water in weak conditions is hard work.
Negative diﬀerence:
• Taking poor lift 65km out.
• Never having done a record finish where
you need to arrive no more than 1000m
lower than the start height, I wasn’t sure
if I was going to blow it so I took a bit of
extra height on the last climb, and slowed
up on the last 20km ‘just to make sure’ I
made it. This cost me three more minutes.
• And of course there were some climbs along
the way I should have left.
Any unforgettable moments?
Thinking I wouldn’t make it 65km out.
What were you thinking when you touched
down and finished your ground roll?
The pursuit of goals is great. Once they’re
achieved, for me, it’s onto the next one. I didn’t
get excited till David Jansen said the record
was okay.
Post script – the next time I flew I did 120km
and landed out – it’s a great sport for bringing
you back to earth, in more ways than one.
A U T H O R ’S N O T E :

Australian Women
in Gliding Week
Temora – 26 January
to 2 February 2008
Glenyce Francis and Lisa Trotter
W H AT I S I T ?

A fun week of women only (with some
SNAG helpers), flying each day, with an
emphasis on badge and record flying.
WHEN IS IT?

Saturday, 26 January (arrival and rigging
day) to Saturday, 2 February 2008 (last flying day) – after the Multi-class Nationals
which finish on Friday, 25 January.
Glenyce Francis and Lisa Trotter

WHO IS IT FOR?

Any woman involved in gliding and wants
to participate in a week of activity focused
and tailored especially for women. Women
of all skill levels are encouraged to participate.
WHY IS IT HAPPENING?

Women make up a small percentage of
the membership of GFA. There are many
reasons for this, but in order to attempt to
change this and encourage more women to
participate in gliding it is important to create an environment where women feel comfortable, achieve goals, make new friends,
have lots of fun and can learn new skills in
a supportive and encouraging atmosphere
designed especially for women.
W H AT I S T H E P U R P O S E ?

The purpose of the week is to encourage
women to achieve badge and record flights,
to up-skill the current female membership
of the sport, provide female role models
for the membership and help to encourage
more women to participate in every aspect
of gliding.

HOW IS THIS TO
BE ACHIEVED?

Flying every day, either in a single or
a two-seater glider.
Design the week to suit participant’s
needs, skill levels and goals. The tentative
program includes:
• Record flying
• Badge flying
• Women in competition
• Women’s issues in gliding
• Secret women’s business
• Sports psychology
• Learn how to be an oﬃcial observer
INTERESTED?

If you would like to know more about the
Australian women in gliding week, please
contact Glenyce Francis on 0439 551610,
email <glenycefrancis@hotmail.com>,or
Lisa Trotter on 0425 769890, email <gliderpilots@bigpond.com>. You can register your
attendance by completing the registration
form on the GFA website and sending it
with a $20 cheque, to cover administration costs, to Glenyce Francis, 54 Carstensz
Street, Griﬃth, ACT 2603.

Congratulations to our Queensland golden
girl pilots for their achievements and for
being such positive role models.
Well done Lisa, Jenny and Pam! Please
stand and feel applauded. We are all so
very proud.

July 2007
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The Great Two-stroke Oil Round-up
Ned McIntosh
IF YOU SURVEYED OWNERS AND OPERATORS OF ROTAX TWOSTROKE ENGINES ON TRIKES, I RECKON
YOU’D FIND THEY PROBABLY USE ONE OF JUST TWO OILS: CASTROL ACTIVE 2T OR PENRITE TS40C.
THE REASON IS THEY ARE AVAILABLE IN MOST MOTORCYCLE SHOPS AND A TRIKE OWNER IN A HURRY
GOES DIRECTLY TO HIS NEAREST MOTORCYCLE SHOP TO SLAKE HIS ENGINE’S THIRST FOR A DROP OF
‘THE HARD STUFF’.

T

his piqued my curiosity. What do you do
if you can’t find your favourite oil? What
alternatives are there?
I started looking for as many diﬀerent
brands and types of suitable two-stroke oils
as I could… but we are getting a bit ahead
of ourselves.
In The Beginning
First, we need to know a little history of
engines and two-stroke oils. In World
War 1, rotary aircraft engines (eg, Gnome,
Clerget and Le Rhone) used a vegetable
oil – castor oil – as the preferred lubricant.
These rotaries were an early form of twostroke engine, using crankcase induction via
a simple carburettor, mounted at the rear of
the engine where the crankshaft would be
(the entire crankcase of the rotary engine
rotates, requiring a hollow crankshaft firmly
bolted to the firewall), and using transfer
ports, or valves in the piston-crown, to get
the fuel-oil-air mixture from the crankcase
into the cylinder. They were light and – for
their day – powerful.
Castor oil was plentiful then and was a
very good lubricant in those simple engines,
emerging as a fine mist in the exhaust
which then flew back and covered the pilot,
suitably well rugged-up in scarves, leather
helmet and goggles, partly against the cold
and, equally as important, to prevent ingesting the oil which is also renowned for its
abilities to stimulate the end-process of
digestion! However, as engine performance
increased, castor oil reached its limit. Apart
from anything else, the oil-consumption of
these rotaries was prodigious, up to 30% of
the fuel consumption, which was itself excessive because these engines necessarily ran
very rich for cooling purposes. So the rotary
engine also reached its limit at about the
same time as the lubricant.
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The need for greater power meant the
torque eﬀect of the rotary became excessive,
mandating the use of radial, or in-line, fourstroke engines of larger displacement.
Two-stroke engine development was
confined to motorcycles, scooters and
motor-mowers, with comparatively small
engines of modest power output (although
two-stroke diesel engines of large size were
developed for trucks). Such modest, small
engines made modest demands on the oil,
which was usually plain old SAE-30 motor
oil mixed into the fuel in a 1:25 ratio. This
is what we used back in the 1960s in the
ubiquitous Victa Utility motor-mower and
we mixed it ourselves, on the spot – many a
lawn had the occasional fuel-burn to prove
it! Smoky exhaust, oiled plugs and a buildup of carbon inside the cylinders as well as
abundant oily soot in the exhaust system
were commonplace, but since we knew no
better, we accepted this as the norm. There
were no special two-stroke oils at all. Things
have moved on a bit since those far oﬀ and
simpler, pre-trike, days.
Eventually someone had a good idea.
Nothing impedes the progress of science
like the right idea at the wrong time, but
this was one idea whose time had well and
truly arrived: Why not produce a pre-mixed
two-stroke fuel and sell it through petrol stations? The oil technicians at BP did just that,
and brought out a two-stroke fuel called
BP Zoom, sold through a special bowser at
service stations. This was fine for your Victa
mower and for the outboard motors of the
day, but it just wouldn’t be acceptable for
the modern high-performance Rotax engines
on our trikes. Yet it was a step towards the
modern day, because some thought was
devoted to the properties of the oil, although
BP never divulged which actual oil was used
for the blend.

The Rise Of Motorcycles
Things changed again when the Japanese
motorcycles of the late 1960s started to
become popular and the need for a twostroke oil of higher performance became
apparent. Oil companies took note and
Castrol developed a high performance twostroke oil – Castrol Super Two-stroke. It
was straw-coloured and I remember using
it in the oil-injection tank of my Suzuki
GT750L’s watercooled two-stroke triple
motorcycle back in 1976. Castrol Super
Two-stroke soon became a classic and the
era of specialised two-stroke oils had begun.
Now, everybody’s making them – ‘Oil’s
ain’t oils’ is truer now than it has ever been.
So, what is a suitable oil for the Rotax
two-stroke engines? Rotax specifies their
requirements quite simply: the oil must meet
the API-TC, JASO FB or FC specification.
API-TC stands for American Petroleum
Institute – Two Cycle. It’s a fairly old standard, but still widely used. The Japanese Automotive Standards Organisation (JASO) has
several standards, known as FA, FB, FC and
FD, as well as one known as JASO M 345.
Any two-stroke oil meeting these standards
is acceptable, but some are more suitable
than others for various reasons. Section
10.2.3 of the Rotax operator’s manual specifies the API-TC classification and uses the
words ‘super two-stroke oil’, citing Castrol
TTS (a full synthetic) as an example – but
how many oils can we buy that meet these
standards?
Today’s Two-stroke Oils
After extensive investigation – scouring
the deepest crevices of rickety old motorcycle shops, peering into the dust-covered
shelves of garages long forgotten and (most
fruitfully of all) power-lurking the ‘Oils &
Lubricants’ sections of nationally-known
automotive after-market shops and brandJuly 2007
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name service stations – I have rounded up
the usual suspects. Like all good detective
stories, there were quite a few.
They all meet or exceed API-TC, and are
therefore suitable for the Rotax two-stroke
engines commonly used on trikes. Although
most of these are specified for air-cooled
high-performance two-stroke engines, they
are also fine in the 582. Two-stroke oils specifically for water-cooled outboard motors
are not suitable, nor are the so-called ‘motormower’ oils, as these may not meet API-TC
and are usually to be mixed at higher fuel/oil
ratios than Rotax specify.
The requirements are for an ashless,
non-dispersant oil with good lubricating
and anti-scuﬃng properties as well as low
exhaust-smoke and exhaust system deposits.
It must also dissolve readily in the commonly
used fuels. To this end most two-stroke oils
contain a dilutant. Kerosene is a commonly
used one, although manufacturers are understandably reluctant to divulge the precise
nature of their chosen dilutant. So a runny
oil isn’t a bad oil, it just contains a dilutant to
help it mix more easily with the fuel.
Two-stroke oils can be either pure
mineral, blended mineral-synthetic, or full
synthetic. Costs vary accordingly, with full
synthetic oils being expensive compared to
mineral oils. Synthetics are a far higher quality oil with exceptional lubricity and purity,
made from vegetable oil basestocks, re-processed by hydrogenation under high pressure
and temperature and a bit of advanced
organic chemical synthesis (do not try this
at home!). Synthetics tend to be hygroscopic
(they absorb moisture) – a point to bear in
mind if the trike engine has to be stored for
any length of time. Under such conditions,
use of a preserving oil, or at least treatment
with neat (un-mixed) mineral-based twostroke oil, is advised if the storage period is
likely to exceed a few weeks.
Bacteria can and do grow in oil, often
seen as brown sludge in old diesel fuel and
their waste-products can and will corrode
bearing surfaces, etc, over time. Synthetics are usually irritants to unprotected skin
so, wherever possible, contact should be
avoided. De-fatting of skin with dryness and
possible dermatitis can result. They are also
bad news for the environment, especially if
they get into waterways – some synthetics
are very toxic to marine or aquatic life.
So Who Are ‘The Usual Suspects’?
The following range of oils is not exhaustive, but representative of what is readily
available. If you are travelling with your
trike, bear in mind many service stations
on major highways do not carry any twoJuly 2007

stroke oils at all, although Caltex stations
seem to be the exception. Specialist motorcycle shops are a far more likely source, as
are automotive after-market outlets such as
Auto One, Repco and Super-Cheap Auto.
Castrol Active 2T – a wholly mineral-based
oil, it replaced the old favourite, Castrol
Super 2T. When initially introduced it was
a distinctive purple colour, but it has since
reverted to the familiar red of Super 2T. It
mixes readily in fuel and is well-suited to
injected and pre-mix engines. Commonly
available at most motorcycle and automotive
after-market outlets.
It meets JASO M 345 and API-TC and
is considered by users to be a worthy successor to Super 2T. A lot of trikes run – and
run well – on this oil. On its way to becoming a classic.
Castrol TTS – A full synthetic oil which
is specified in preference to Active 2T in
especially demanding applications. Suitable
for racing and other hard-worked two-stroke
engines. It has relatively little application for
trike fliers, due to the cost and little benefit
in terms of engine-life.
It meets API-TC and JASO M 345 and
costs approximately
twice as much as Active
2T in one litre containers. It is suitable for
injection and pre-mix
systems, a high-performance oil at a premium price. Moisture
absorption may occur
if left to stand for any
length of time.
Castrol A747 – a very
high-performance twostroke oil intended for
racing engines only. A
blend of castor oil and
synthetics, it’s viscosity
is high and it is suitable
for pre-mix systems
only – the packaging
advises against use in
injected systems. It
should not be mixed
with any other oils,
and should not be kept
below 0ºC. It may also
cause skin irritation.
A very expensive
oil (approximately
$30 a litre in one litre
containers), for normal
use this would not be

preferred in Rotax engines due to excessive
deposit build-up. A747 is really intended for
highly-stressed racing go-kart and motorcycle
engines. Classification is not stated, but certainly exceeds API-TC and JASO FB – basically just too much of a good thing.
Castrol Revtex Super 2T – a semisynthetic oil which meets API-TC and JASO
FC. In one litre bottles it is priced a couple
of dollars above Active 2T. It is for use in
pre-mix and injection systems and highly
suitable, but will tend to absorb moisture.
For frequent flyers this is a very good oil.
It often crops up at Caltex service stations
branded as Caltex REVTEX Super 2T. I’ve
seen it priced at $33 per four litre container
and therefore very competitive with Castrol
Active 2T, especially for a semi-synthetic oil.
Castrol R2 Racing Bike – another
two-stroke oil that exceeds JASO FC
specifications and is therefore eminently
suitable for Rotax engines. This is a full
synthetic oil and priced accordingly.
Moisture absorption may be an issue.
Penrite TS40C (discontinued) – one of
the Penrite Small Engine oils, the ‘green

TRIKE
Airborne XT 912
Fitted with the Cruise wing. Flies beautifully,
total hours 72, fully optioned from the factory,
1 year old. Privately hangared only set up once.
Many extra’s including:
Microair radio and intercom, ‘A’ frame bag, belly
bag, bar mitts, heavy duty trike cover, 3 helmets
and 3 flight suits. Everything as new, ready now
in Gippsland, Victoria.

$52500

Call Steve 0414 444971
Soaring Australia

17

H G FA
slime’ beloved of many trike pilots, has been
discontinued for reasons best known only to
Penrite. An ashless, non-dispersant oil with
a thick base and no dilutant, it met API TC
standard, but required some eﬀort to dissolve
fully in fuel. Furthermore, it was insoluble
in methanol which made it unsuitable for
engines running on alcohol-based fuel.
TS40C stuck to engine-parts tenaciously…
it was either a ‘gluey oil’ or an ‘oily glue’,
but either way it worked superbly.
Late in its production the colour
changed from the familiar fluorescent peagreen to a more emerald-green colour (the
fluorescent dye was no longer available).
A slight decrease in viscosity was reported
by some users, but the lubrication and mixing properties remain unaltered. Despite
the relatively high viscosity, it was suitable
for both injection and pre-mix systems.
You might find a few one litre bottles
somewhere, or a 20-litre drum if you are
fortunate (very fortunate, actually – I bought
up all the 20-litre drums I could find when
I discovered it was being discontinued.) As
far as I know they are not producing a direct
replacement, but do not despair, for Penrite make a few oils from which to choose,
according to your needs.
Penrite Hi-Per Two-stroke Oil – an
oil which meets API-TC and JASO FC,
recently seen in one litre bottles at an auto
accessories store. It is a semi-synthetic oil
and will work well in the Rotax engines.
However, if you have to use a full synthetic,
then you may wish to try:
Penrite SIN Two Stroke Oil – Penrite’s
full-synthetic two-stroke oil which meets
JASO FD and API-TC, aimed at the racing
fraternity who require the utmost in twostroke oil performance. You’ll likely find this
in the specialty motorcycle shops, especially
those catering for the competition riders.
For those not requiring either the full or
semi-synthetic two-stroke oil, Penrite have
yet another very suitable oil, namely:
Penrite Greenkeepers Engine Oil
– another of the two-stroke, small engine oils
that meets API-TC and JASO FB. I’m pretty
sure this oil is not commonly known to trike
pilots, but it’s perfectly acceptable. Costs
approximately the same as Active 2T per
litre and is suitable for injection or pre-mix
systems. There are no compatibility problems
with other mineral oils, but it does contain
a dilutant to facilitate mixing in fuel.
This is one you might find readily in
motor-mower shops, but it crops up in larger
automotive after-market stores too. Available
in 200ml, one litre and 2.5-litre bottles as
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well as 20-litre and 205-litre drums (for the
total air-hog!). It’s yellow in colour.
Valvoline Two-stroke Motorcycle Oil
– In one litre containers this can be found
in many auto after-market and motorcycle
shops. The oil meets API TC and JASO FC
and is available in 200ml, one litre and five
litre bottles, as well as 20-litre and 205-litre
drums. It is suitable for pre-mix or oilinjection systems.
This oil should not be confused with
Valvoline two-stroke oil, which doesn’t state
the specification it meets.
Mobil Extra 2T – a semi-synthetic oil
which meets API-TC and JASO FC, this is
available at larger Mobil service stations and
is aimed at the motorcycle market. It can be
used in injection or pre-mix systems and can
be obtained in 20-litre drums as well as four
litre bottles. If you can’t get Active 2T, this
would be a very acceptable oil, and the 20litre drum oﬀers economical buying for the
keen pilot. Being semi-synthetic ,it will tend
to absorb moisture, but if you fly regularly,
this shouldn’t be a problem. If you don’t fly
much, use any of the pure mineral oils in
preference to minimise any water-absorption
problems.
Mobil 1 Racing 2T – a full-synthetic
oil that meets API-TC and JASO FC
specifications and is recommended for
highly-tuned racing motorcycle engines.
It is considerably more expensive than Extra
2T, but eminently suitable. It is cheaper than
Castrol A747, better suited to the Rotax
engines and more akin to TTS. You need to
be flying very regularly to justify using this
oil, and the water-absorption issue remains.
So that’s about it for ‘The Great Twostroke Oil Round-up’. Provided your chosen
oil meets API-TC or JASO FB, FC or
JASO M 345 classification, it will do the
job. As Blackadder succinctly put it, “The
agony of choice!”
Once you have found an oil, I suggest
you stick to it unless someone gives you a
really good reasons to change it. If you do
a lot of flying, a 20-litre drum (if available)
saves costs as well as reducing your purchasing cycles. Regular maintenance, correct
oil/fuel mixing ratios and plenty of flying
are the recipes for long engine life.
The best way to ruin an engine? Don’t
fly it, don’t run it and don’t do anything
to preserve it if it’s not going to be used for
any significant length of time. Another really
good (and stupid) way to ruin your Rotax
is forgetting to mix fuel and oil for pre-mix
engines. That’ll do it – every time.

Queenstown H
Kathy Little
FINALLY I HAD AN OPPORTU
NITY TO DO A TANDEM HANG
GLIDE. THIS OCCURRED
WHEN GARY AND I WENT ON
HOLIDAY TO NEW ZEALAND
IN APRIL THIS YEAR.

N

ormally we spend most of
our time in North Auckland
where my dad and sisters live
with their families, but this
time we spent two weeks in the South
Island first. I hadn’t been there in over 30
years and thought it would be great if I
could have my first hang gliding experience
while there. No doubt there could be no
more spectacular and scenic place to choose
for this experience.
When we arrived in Queenstown, I
made some enquiries to get in contact with
an operator. There are numerous who cater
for the booming tourism trade.
I found one who was able to pick us
up at our hotel that very afternoon. Simon
Lynn, of Queenstown Hang Gliding, was on
the other end of the phone. He oﬀers both
paragliding and hang gliding tandems.
Two hours later Gary and I were in his
van and on our way to the launch site called
‘The Flight Park’ on Coronet Peak. It is 1140m
above sea level and 680m above the landing site. Also in the van were some tourists,
doing their first flight, and three instructors.
Simon owns the business, but doesn’t
do the tandems. The instructors were Tom

Anders makes sure my gear is alright
Photo: Gary Little
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Anders and Kathy in flight

Collet from NZ, Mauricio Tovan from
Columbia and Anders Palmqvist from Sweden. Anders is a member of our HGFA and
told me he had recently returned from a trip
up north with Billo. So, of course, I did the
tandem with him.
After winding ’round hairclip bends, we
reached launch and the hang gliders were
soon set up. It was time for me to get into
the harness, then Anders explained what we
would be doing and we practised the running
and taking oﬀ. The glider was a Fun 220.
I had just stepped oﬀ a commercial flight
from Christchurch at 10am and now we were
standing at the site ready to launch. I hardly
had time to think about it! We waited a short
while, but Anders decided to move to another ridge where the wind would be better.
Before I knew it Anders called, “Let’s
go! Run, run, run!” and soon we were flying
through the air. I dropped the stirrup my
feet were supposed to stand on and had a bit
of trouble, but Anders soon had it sorted.
For a brief moment, I also thought my glasses had fallen oﬀ my face and I was a bit worried because they were new reading glasses…
A camera was hooked up to the glider to
film the experience. It was positioned on a
long pole connected to the control bar and
could be moved to diﬀerent angles.
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Photo: Anders Palmqvist

Photo: Gary Little

There wasn’t a lot of lift, so all too soon
we were close to landing. Just before this
Anders did a tight turn and I felt my feet
brush the leaves of the nearby tree. We landed on wheels on the control bar and soon
I was lying prone on the ground. We had
pulled a few G’s so I was glad to rest for a
moment while the harness was disconnected.
I watched the other girls and Simon land,
then the gliders were packed up and the
driver soon arrived to pick us up. Gary had
watched me launch, but decided against having a go, so he also came down in the van.
Afterwards we joined the guys for a
downtown lunch and a good chinwag. The
weather deteriorated the following two days
we were there, so I had been really lucky to
have had the weather in my favour.
Now I can say I have experienced all
disciplines in the HGFA, still, I prefer my
trike and my new ultralight. If I was a lot
younger, I think I would certainly consider
learning to hang glide.

Launch site showing Lake Wakatipu

Photo: Gary Little

Practising prone position before launch
Photo: Anders Palmqvist
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GFA Business Plan Adopted By
The GFA Board, 22 April 2007
FOREWORD

This Business Plan was devised from group
work by the GFA Board and Executive
between February 2006 to April 2007, this
version being formally adopted by the Board
on 22 April 2007, for the year 2007/08.
The facilitation of the original Board
group work by Terry Cubley, the GFA Development Oﬃcer, is gratefully acknowledged.
The GFA Business Plan consists of a
Mission Statement, Primary Objectives and
Strategies to fulfil those objectives. The
GFA Departments, State Associations and
Clubs frame actions to cascade down from
those strategies, to achieve the success of
those strategies.
The document is classified as a ‘living’
document, with input placed in it when new
objectives and strategies are identified by the
GFA Board from input from the Executive,
its Departments and the GFA Membership.
Further input to further refine the plan
is to be considered in the near future from
the Sports Committee and the Marketing
& Development Committee, however the
Board decided that the membership should
be informed on the current concepts that are
being worked on at the higher levels of the
organisation at present.
The next version is being worked on by a
Small Action Group (SAG) appointed by the
GFA President and is to be presented to the
Board later in 2007, in time to be considered
prior to the next round of Budgeting activity
to set the 2008/09 Budget.
John Welsh, GFA Executive Oﬃcer, 22 May 2007
G F A M I S S I O N S TAT E M E N T

“To drive the development and promotion
of the sport of gliding and foster excellence
in safe, accessible and enjoyable soaring.”
PRIMARY OBJECTIVES

1. Freedom to Fly: To maintain and extend
the freedom of members to fly.
2. Promote and Develop the Sport:
To maximise participation and to
promote and develop the sport of gliding.
3. Promote a Culture of Excellence: To
maintain and improve training and safety
standards and foster excellence in soaring.
4. Services: To provide services to members and
clubs in an eﬃcient and cost eﬀective manner, whilst maximising voluntary eﬀort.
5. Skills and Knowledge Management:
To conserve and extend knowledge
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and competency capabilities in the face
of generational change.
S T R AT E G I E S

1. Freedom to Fly:
To maintain and extend the freedom
of members to fly.
Strategies:
a) To act as a responsible member of the
aviation community.
b) Maintain self regulation: Maintain the
principle that the GFA and sport aviation
bodies in general must set and monitor
standards internally with the minimum
of oversight by CASA, as is required by
CASA’s statutory responsibility.
c) Avoid intervention: As a minimum meet
and where possible exceed the standards
set by CASA and other regulatory bodies.
d) Maintain and develop our profile in the
Aviation Industry:
• Form strong links with relevant
government bodies, regulatory bodies
to ensure the GFA is well informed
on pertinent issues and that the GFA’s
views are known and understood.
• Participate actively in airspace
management and design by Air
Services, RAPAC and NAPAC
as well as the relevant standards
consultative committees of CASA.
e) Secure tenure on aerodromes: Maintain
a watching brief and be prepared to assist
in retention of secure tenure on aerodromes.
Support clubs, as appropriate, to confirm
the value of sport aviation to regional
Australia at all levels of Government.
f) Maintain and strengthen aﬃliations:
Maintain ASAC aﬃliation and develop
and support bilateral associations with other
sport aviation bodies to maximize our ability to lobby and negotiate our position with
CASA and other Governmental bodies.
g) Financial independence: Maintain the
GFA in a strong financial position so that
the GFA can respond, with vigour, to any
threat to this freedom.
2. Promote and Develop the Sport:
To maximise participation and to promote
and develop the sport of gliding.
Strategies:
a) Support regions, clubs and commercial
operations: Provide the organisation,
structure and resources at national and

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

i)

regional level to assist clubs to achieve
their full potential.
Recruit new members: Identify and
promote gliding to target groups and
ensure clubs are capable to provide the
level of service required;
• Increase youth participation:
Identify and promote opportunities
to improve activity and retention
for young members.
Member retention: Develop alternate
means of packaging and targeting the
equipment and services provided by
clubs to better serve existing members:
• Increase activity and satisfaction levels
of all members throughout the sport:
Identify and promote methods for
clubs and regions to optimise member
satisfaction.
Increase community awareness of gliding
as a safe, aﬀordable and enjoyable form
of sport aviation: Provide centralised
promotion to promote the involvement
and recognition of gliding.
Benchmark international and national
methods/structures to advise the board,
regions and clubs on alternative and
innovative methods to improve the sport.
Promote eﬀective communication between
the GFA, regions, clubs, members and
the general public: Promote methods for
improved communication across the
movement and to the community.
Develop alliances: With aviation and
other interested groups and Government
departments.
Conduct Market Research – internal
and external.
• Understand our product, develop
and promote.
• Identify our markets.
• Define diﬀerent measures of growth,
eg AEF activity, fulltime members,
numbers of registered gliders, recurrent
Form 2 pack sales.
• Member surveys – national and
club level.
• Conduct member exit surveys.
Embracing New Technology: Gain knowledge of current and emerging technical
developments, and to be in a position
to provide advice and guidance to GFA
members on relevant technical matters and
new technical developments especially in:
• gliders, including motor gliders and
new types;
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motor glider engines;
glider launching including new tugs
and winch developments;
glider instrumentation.

3. Promote a Culture of Excellence:
To foster excellence in all aspects of soaring including training, safety, sport and
performance flying, technical expertise
and international participation.
Strategies:
a) Develop technical expertise: Develop and
maintain technical expertise across all areas.
b) Education programs: Develop maintain
and implement ongoing education and
training programs.
c) Audits standards and currency: Ensure that
appropriate standards are set across the
organisation, regularly reviewed (to ensure
relevance) and audited (to ensure appropriate compliance).
d) Foster the safety culture: Regularly monitor
and report on safety outcomes, while
continually striving to identify and eliminate hazards.
e) Benchmark our performance and set measurable goals for improved performance.
f) Maintain the following programs:
• Promote Australia as a venue for
international competitions
• Provide coaching programs
• Introduce a talent identification
and development program

» Develop skills in the international arena
» Continue support for international teams
• Maintain International ties, presence
and influence (eg OSTIV and IGC)
» Recognise international standards
4. Services:
To provide management and administrative
services to members, clubs and regions in an
eﬃcient and cost eﬀective manner, whilst
optimising voluntary eﬀort.
Strategies:
a) Provide eﬀective membership services:
Develop and maintain eﬃcient and
eﬀective membership services including
membership, airworthiness and operations records.
b) Ongoing review: Carry out an ongoing
review of the structure of the GFA to ensure
that appropriate services and needs are
met, while maintaining an eﬃcient and
eﬀective organisation, which is responsive
to the needs of the Membership.
c) Develop a Human Resource Strategy:
• Succession Planning
• Recruitment and Retention
• Training and Development
• Performance Management
• Volunteer Management
• Industrial Policy for Employees
• Occupational Health and Safety

Letters to the Editors
Alan Patching
As a very old friend and great admirer of
Alan Patching I was delighted to read that he had
been awarded the Lilienthal Medal by the FAI.
Alan is the first Australian-born recipient
of this highest gliding award: the two previous
winners in Australia, Ingo Renner and Wally
Wallington, were European born.
My gliding club in the United Kingdom can
now claim that among the past winners – Philip
Wills, Anne Burns, Ann Welch, Wally Wallington,
Ian Strachan and now Alan Patching, all have
flown with us at Lasham! That’s quite a feather
in our cap.
Best regards and happy soaring to all my
Wally Kahn
friends ‘downunder’.

To eBay or not to eBay…
In regard to the sale of old hang gliding
equipment on ebay & the trading post: I’ve been
watching the sale of old, outdated and unairworthy hang gliding equipment on eBay and the
Trading Post. When an item appears that I know
is prohibited from sale (the HGFA manual lists
them), I contact the seller with a caution, I have
also contacted eBay about these turning up on
July 2007

d) Compliance: with Legislative and
Government Agency (Federal and
State) requirements.
e) Partnerships: Identify and utilise opportunities for partnerships with other organisations to provide services to members.
f) Maintain Financial Security:
• Government funding: Ensure that the
work done by GFA on CASA’s behalf
is correctly valued and is fairly
remunerated for this work.
• Prudent management
» NB. A small group is conducting
a financial strategy review currently.
5. Skills and Knowledge Management:
To conserve and extend knowledge and
competency capabilities in the face of
generational change.
Strategies:
a) Prevent the loss of Specialist Expertise:
• Develop Knowledge Management
systems
b) Devise and implement Disaster Recovery
Plan for Secretariat and sub oﬃces.
c) Develop Partnerships with Technical/Academic Organisations.
d) Access and share specialist expertise in other
sport aviation groups.
e) Encourage the “re-birth” of commercial
operations.
Preserve our gliding heritage.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

their site, with a fair explanation of why we have
to prevent this.
I still remember the kid who drowned in a
lake in the Adelaide hills, having bought an old
hang glider, not having had proper instruction
and flying it off a hillside straight into the freezing waters of a dam. There’s more where that
came from too. To prevent more deaths from old
and unairworthy equipment, we should all keep
vigilant against these sales, report them and caution against them whenever we can.
Hang gliding still has this legacy of tragedy
from the early years to overcome. Our high risk
sport requires proper training and skills, reliable
Jules Makk
aircraft to enjoy safely.

Lehra’s Picture
My name is Neil Evans from the Blue
Mountains club. Last Sunday, we had a bloke
from Russia turn up with his wife and daughter.
He is a permanent resident of Australia and they
live in Sydney, but it was the first time they flew
in NSW.
To cut a long story short his daughter Lehra,
who is six and a half, drew a picture while she
was there and gave it to me. I reckon she did a

Artist: Lehra Karmazin (aged six and a half)

great job and was hoping you’d be able to put
it in the magazine. Lehra’s father is also a hang
glider pilot, which is why I thought it was good
that she drew paragliders.
I think it shows a softer side of our sport and
might encourage other kids to take an interest.
Hope you can use it.
All the best, Neil Evans
Soaring Australia
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A U S T R A L I A’ S F I R S T
GLIDER FLIGHT
Allan Ash

I

was interested to read the article by Bruce
Hearn in Soaring Australia, May edition,
that the first glider flight in Australia was
made by George Taylor. I know that this is
what was reported in the newspapers at the
time but as I pointed out in my Gliding in
Australia (published by Hudson Publishing
in 1990) the first flight was in fact made by
Edward Hallstrom.
The glider had been designed by Lawrence Hargrave and was built by a furniture
manufacturer named Ed Hallstrom. The
construction was made possible by the

finance and workshop facilities provided
by George Taylor, a well-known Sydney
businessman and social identity.
On Sunday, 5 December 1909,
Hargrave, Hallstrom and Taylor, together with a number of other people, took
the glider to Narrabeen, a northern suburb of Sydney, and assembled it on top
of a large sand dune. Taylor was oﬀered
the first flight in the glider but declined
the invitation, so Hallstrom became
the pilot. After being launched, Hallstrom
landed on the beach below the dune after
covering a distance of 110 yards. Taylor
made the second flight and thereafter the
two men flew the glider alternately during
the day. In addition, Taylor’s wife, Florence,
also made one flight. Altogether during the
day the glider made 29 flights. On the final
flight, George Taylor unfortunately landed in
the surf, creating some damage to the glider.
These facts were given to me during an
interview I had with Hallstrom, by then
he was Sir Edward Hallstrom, well-known
industrialist and philanthropist, in his oﬃce
in the Sydney suburb of Willoughby, on 8
February 1952. Later the same day I had an
interview with Mrs Florence Taylor, widow
of George Taylor.

Sir Edward told me that it was decided
on the eventful day that credit for the first
flight should be given to George Taylor so
that maximum publicity for the flying could
be obtained. Sir Edward explained that the
Sydney press knew Taylor as a celebrity while
Hallstrom, to use his own words, was ‘a
nobody’ with no news value at all. This has
led to the mistaken identification of Taylor
being the first to fly, which has continued to
exist every since.
Both Sir Edward and Mrs Taylor have
identified Hallstrom as the first to fly the
glider. But there is some more evidence that
should be noted. The glider made a total of
29 flights, with Hallstrom and Taylor flying
alternatively. In addition, Mrs Taylor made
one flight. By simply counting backwards
from Taylor’s 29th flight, and including
the one flight by Florence Taylor, we can
arrive at flight number one being made by
Hallstrom.
Personally, I believe that Hallstrom made
flight number one, and I believe that the
statements of two people who were involved
in the day’s activity should carry more
weight than a newspaper report written by
a journalist who had simply been told what
had happened.

T HE ‘POPUL AR
M E C H A NICS ’ GL IDER
Emilis Prelgauskas

T

he nexus between aviation sports is highlighted by the reaction of sport fliers from
diﬀering disciplines.
Several members of the Southern Districts microlight fliers recently visited the
Monarto Sailplaners’ Museum. While that
collection is focused on sailplane evolution,
the item which most caught the visitors’
attention was the 1924 airframe. This is a
restored body shift glider originally built at
Loxton as part of a youth flight programme.
The 1924 airframe

The visiting microlighters saw it as an
early precedent to today’s flexible wing, while
sailplaners see it as an archaic precedent
before enclosed cockpit sailplanes evolved.
Ann Woolf of Waikerie Gliding club
has received construction photograph from
the constructor’s family in the US. Beverley
Matthews (SA Gliding History Trust) has
been able to source the likely period magazine (Science & Invention) where the construction plans of the time were published.

The term ‘Popular Mechanics Glider’ for
this body shift type of the 1910s and 1920s
arises as a general descriptor because the novelty of practical human flight, then, saw a
number of designs for public domain publication as entry-level public construction and
minimum flight capable equipment, economically accessible. Popular Mechanics was
an early magazine in which to publish full
construction plans of an engineer-designed
airframe of this type.

Construction photo
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A F L I G H T T H AT
N E V E R WAS
Ralph Crompton

T

he following flight occurred in
late January, 1986. I was watching the weather forecast on the
ABC television Friday night and
became very interested in what they were
promising for the next day, so decided that
it looked good enough to have a crack at
my first 500km.
Turning up at my club, the Barossa
Valley Gliding Club’s airfield at Stonefield,
I gave my Skylark 4 a complete check-over
including map, barley sugar and plenty
of liquid.
I declared my first turnpoint at Melrose
and was launched at 11:30am along with
Richard Beale in the club’s Astir 77, who also
declared 500km. I released at 1300ft and
found very stable conditions, Richard had
to have two more launches to stay airborne.
It was midday when I left the airfield for
Eudunda, halfway I was still at 1500ft and
was on the point of returning, when over
the radio I heard the Gawler boys were getting 6000ft over the hills. I pressed on and
reaching Eudunda, I, too, started to get better conditions and was soon at 5000ft. Two
hours after takeoﬀ Burra passed by 6000ft
below me so, with conditions improving,
I felt confident that this was going to be
my day: all the cumuli looked magnificent
so I started to increase my speed.
Approaching Jamestown I noticed one
cu a little diﬀerent, being bigger than the rest
and much higher, it was a little oﬀ course
but temptation took over and I went to
explore. It was then that I noticed that it had
the looks of the beginnings of a cu-nimb.
The thought excited me, as I got underneath and all of a sudden a mighty ‘Womp!’
and the instruments went crazy. I noticed
I was at 7000ft, one vario was already on the
stop at 10kt, the other was a 3000ft Winter
and was at 1200ft per minute, the altimeter
was already at 8000ft and going around so
fast that I thought the needle might fly oﬀ!
I looked around for other aircraft then
back to the panel showing 9500ft, the vario
was now 1400ft/min and increasing, finally
at 1600ft/min.
These were conditions that most pilots
would drool over, I contacted Stonefield and
told them the story. After another outside
check we were passing 11 500ft, we were still
reading 14pm, and the lift wasn’t as rough
as I thought it would be.
The lift dropped further to 1200ft/min
and for some reason, which I could not
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understand, I can remember looking up at
its bottom at about 13 500ft and noticing
it was still a long way oﬀ. At 14 000ft and
still showing 1000ft/min, I started thinking
just how much higher should I go. I again
contacted Stonefield, told them the story
and inquired if they could notice any diﬀerence in voice transmission, they replied, “Yes,
there is some diﬀerence.” Seeing I was already
going past 14 750ft I reluctantly aborted the
climb and cleared the area with 15 250ft on
the clock. After another check outside, particularly for powered aircraft, I sat back on
course for Melrose and to enjoy the view.
On my left I saw the Bight with a ship
far out to sea, ahead was Melrose, Quorn
and Hawker, a little to the right was the
Flinders Ranges, just unbelievable.
After a long glide and a couple of thermals, Melrose was turned and once more
I was heading for home. There were still
cumuli everywhere and with 10 000ft below
me, I felt confident of my 500km being in
the bag. On the way to Georgetown and
Jamestown I again looked out for any signs
of the cu-nimbs, but unfortunately there was
no sign of them, however I had no trouble
maintaining 10 000 to 12 000ft.
With 125km to go, Gawler radio said
the seabreeze had arrived and thought it
would only be a matter of time before it hit
me, so I elected to slow a little and stay as
high as possible. When it hit me at 11 000ft,
and with approximately 110km to go I still
felt confident, however it was not the case
and I had to land near Point Pass with 50km
from home. Distance covered was 465km,
time taken seven hours, highest height
15 250ft, and strongest lift 1600ft/min.
In conclusion, Richard Beale in the Astir
77 also failed to do his 500km and outlanded.

HAPPENED RECENTLY
ON AN AIRFIELD
Martin Feeg
I was helping a, not very well known to me, pilot
with pre-flight preparation of his aircraft. While
I carried parachute and maps, he had ballast and
fluids. He put the ballast on the seat pan and
continued to shove things into the cockpit.
When finally starting on the ABCDD, I felt
obliged to step in, so I popped the question:
“When are you going to tie the ballast down?”
“My backside will take care of that!” So I shared
the story of many years back: another airfield
another continent:
There was this glider pilot who had many
happy launches with a lead weight not tied
down, but on one launch he had a cable break,
and while pushing to correct the attitude, he was
lifted, the lead was lifted and somehow moved
forward, now obstructing the rear stick. Firmly
in the seat, he wedged the ballast and nothing
moved. He just about made it to a safe landing
– but there are also deadly reports from various
countries around the world.
Close shave? Yes, I dare say, but why? Isn’t
it common sense to secure objects? Or am I just
paranoid? And what about all the other bits
and pieces in the cockpit: bottles, cameras, tools,
coins, etc, are they tucked away safe enough not
to getting dislodged with the hardest gusts to
later jam controls? Pixies have a habit of escaping pockets (yours and your passengers) which
are not zipped up carefully – empty the pockets
if you can’t zip them. Is your cockpit check and
organisation up to scratch?
Safe soaring.
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NEPAL 

My Himalayan Experience

G Diesel
TWO MONTHS AGO WE HELD A BRIEFING REGARDING OUR TRIP TO NEPAL. OLIVER MUELLER, OUR
TRAVEL GUIDE AND NEPAL PARAGLIDING EXPERT, CALLED US TOGETHER. HE IS A FLYING INSTRUC
TOR AND FOUNDER OF THE CHARITY PROJECT PARAAID. I READ ABOUT HIS TRIPS AND ACTIVITIES
UNDER THE TITLE ‘HELP AND FLY IN NEPAL’, IN A PARAGLIDING MAGAZINE AND WAS IMMEDIATELY
INTERESTED. AFTER A LITTLE RESEARCH ON THE INTERNET, I MADE CONTACT WITH PEOPLE WHO
HAD ALREADY BEEN TO NEPAL WITH HIM, AND FROM WHAT THEY HAD WRITTEN, IT SOUNDED LIKE
THE ADVENTURE I WAS LOOKING FOR…
View of Annapurna

The Himalayas from the air

A R R I VA L I N K AT H M A N D U

The captain announced, “Ten minutes to
land in Tribhuvan Airport, Kathmandu.”
I looked through my window and saw
what I had been thinking about for the last
two months: In front of my eyes appeared
the enormous Himalayan range in its full
mysterious glory. I felt my heart beating
faster and faster, but at the same time there
were other thoughts coming up again, concerns about going to a third world country,
one of the poorest in the world, with my
thousands of dollars of expensive gear, just
to do some joyful paragliding. Can that
be right? “That’s fine,” Oli said, “there is
no other country in the world which concentrates more on mountaineering tourism than
Nepal. All Nepalese know that a permit to
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climb Sagarmata (Mt Everest) costs you about
$US80 000! Every day they see these people
coming and going with their loads of climbing
gear. Did you know that there is no word for
‘ jealousy’ or ‘thief ’ in the Nepali language?
It just doesn’t exist!”
We landed and were greeted by the
friendly, smiling customs oﬃcer, “Namaste,”
(meaning: hello, welcome, goodbye and
much more – you can’t say it often enough!).
“Welcome to Nepal.” I was the last to arrive of
our six-man group, everyone else was already
there. The sliding doors of the airport
opened and immediately I was enveloped
by the strange, spicy, dusty smell and the
shouting of 50 taxi drivers, all wanting to
convince me that their cousin’s, brother’s or
uncle’s hotel had the best deal in town while
pulling me towards their 30-year old Toyota
Corollas. I felt as one in a dream. Then I saw
Oliver, he had come to pick me up. He took
me straight to our hotel, where we held our
‘oﬃcial’ opening of the tour with a cold beer,
and our first briefing.
There are great flyable mountains around
Kathmandu. Unfortunately these are in its
CTR zone and the rights for paragliders to
launch in it had not yet been completely
sorted out with the airport manager. We
spent the afternoon sightseeing through
Durbar Square, the ancient kings’ residency
and ‘holy village’ in the heart of Kathmandu,
and the ‘Freak Street’, a crazy hippy township right next to it. Later we had dinner in

one of the best restaurant, trying ‘Dal Bhat’
(the national dish with rice, vegies and lentil
soup) and with traditional dancers around
us. Of course, after dinner, we had to dance
too! After that great first day of ‘a thousand
and one impressions’ I went to bed early,
with the sound of the tabla-drums still in my
head. The plan for the next day was to fly to
Pokhara, the gateway to the great Annapurna
massif with its three surrounding 8000m
peaks – one of the most beautiful regions of
the Himalayas.
POKHARA

After a thrilling one-hour flight in a 34year-old Twin Otter plane along and over
the most incredible landscape and mountain chains, we arrived in Pokhara.
Here we had our hotel rooms for the
next two weeks, right at the lake with
unsurpassed views of the highest mountains
on earth. All our trips to diﬀerent flying
sites started from this base. Everything was
perfectly arranged. Our taxi drivers, Barath
and Shiva, were already waiting for us at the
hotel. They are locals, part of Oliver’s crew,
and accompanied and retrieved us over the
next two weeks. It was a 20-minute drive to
Pokhara’s take-oﬀ on Sarangkot Mountain
(1500m asl). It is a private launch which
Oliver has shared for the last eight years with
Adam Hill, the guy who brought paragliding
to Nepal. We were in the northern hemisphere, it was winter, and reliable, moderate
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winds were generated daily from the great
Pokhara Valley. Cloudbase was about 2300m
high and smooth, regular cycles were coming
up at the take-oﬀ at this time of year.
It was a beautiful, if somewhat, dusty
launch, facing south-east, with Pokhara
700m below. The site is thermic dynamic.
Thermals were big and easy to hook into
with a gentle climb rate of about 0.5m/sec
to 3.5m/sec. Ideal for cross-country beginners like me as well as the pros. Every noon
I could see cumulus streets forming along
the ridge towards the Kali Gandaki Valley,
the deepest valley on earth, but to cross the
northern valley to the neighbouring ridge
and the ‘Green Wall’ (a great bowl with
the tops mostly in the clouds) is the perfect
triangle-return flight and the goal of most
pilots every day. Our thermal indicators
were the huge vultures. “If these fat chickens
can stay up and circle, then it’s right for us
as well... but make sure there are no rotting
water buﬀalo underneath them – then it’s a
trap.” Oliver advised us.
Nepal is a paradise for ornithologists.
Many birds of Nepal’s 800 diﬀerent species
can only be found here. Often we flew in
the company of the majestic Himalayan griffon vultures, wing to wing, for kilometres!
Bomb-out paddocks are actually everywhere,
as the whole countryside is shaped in beautiful looking, evenly terraced rice paddies. And
because we flew right after the harvest, most
farmers were fine with landing there. The
goal still remained to hit the oﬃcial landings
though. There is one which became sort of
‘oﬃcial’ next to Adam’s house: The landing
strip is the road and can be tricky in traﬃc.
His house became a great pilots’ chill-out
spot where beer and snacks were also served.
This landing is on the other side of the lake,
so the hike back to the hotel takes a good
30 minutes. The original and oﬃcial landing

Nepal At A Glance
•

•

•

•

•

Geographically, Nepal is a little country
(145 391km2), but it holds some records
in extremes. Within 230km, Nepal’s
landscape rises from 100m asl in the
tropical Terai to more than 8000m in
the northern borders. It shares the highest mountain in the word, Sagarmarta
(know as Mt Everest), with Tibet. The
Kingdom is nestled between the Indian
sub-continent in the south and Tibet
(China) in the north. It was never colonised by any other country and became
rich through providing important trading
routes between the two continents.
Nepal’s population today is a mosaic of
many ethnic groups. More than 25 different languages are spoken within the
country, with ‘Nepali’ as the official one.
Counting all the different dialects as
well, there are more than 100 languages
spoken by a 24 million population.
There are also more than 120 000
Tibetan refugees living in Nepal.
There are four major religions within the
country. Hindus, Buddhists, Moslems and
Christians are woven into a single tapestry. Officially, Nepal is the only Hinduist
kingdom in the world.
The Nepalese are wellknown for their
friendliness, great hospitality and their
bravery. Even today the hired Nepali
Gorkha army, still parades in front of
Britain’s Buckingham palace in London.
Nepal opened its door to western tourism 55 years ago, but is still one of the
poorest countries in the word today.
It suffers from corruption and inflation,
as well as from civil war between the
communist Maoists and the King’s army.

Machapuchara

Boy at a temple

Photos: Oliver Mueller

Bandipur flight

Flying at Pokhara

July 2007

Over the rice paddies
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(and also the safest) was right in front of our
hotel. It was quite convenient to land there,
since it was as large as a soccer field (which
it’s also sometimes used as) and the wind
is indicated by a big windsock on a pole.
SAFETY

Flight to ‘Green Wall’

Flight to Surketh

It is absolutely necessary (and quite entertaining) for all pilots to become familiar
with Nepalese flying rules. It is, for example, essential to know that the guards of the
King’s palace, just a little further down the
lake, have orders to shoot if you fly over it!
We were informed of this in our briefing as
well as in the permit required for flying in
Nepal. In my opinion it is very helpful to
receive an introduction to flying and travelling in Nepal from an experienced guide.
Not only does he know the phone numbers
of hotels and ambulance services, but also
the many safety aspects I wouldn’t have
thought of or which I couldn’t have known!
Another essential fact is to know in
who’s district you launch and land in. The
country has been in a civil war for more
than 10 years and is divided into the Military’s and Maoists lands. It is very important
to know where you are and who to ask for
permission. Fortunately, Oliver knows all
these things as well as the right people to
ask personally, a fact that became even more
important during our ‘Para Treks’.
PA R A T R E K S

Para trekking

Pokhara is full of tourists and ‘Para Treks’
will get you out of there. These are short
trips on which I discovered the real Nepal.
Some of them can be five-day long treks
with Sherpas and a lot of gear, others are
short trips with a 4WD, where we stayed
with a local family overnight and just took
our flying gear. That’s another advantage of

Temple on trek

having a guide, he knows when to go where
and how to get there.
We had a variety of more than 12 diﬀerent trips to choose from. One was a terrific
two-day trek, with a camp on top of the
mountain we were to launch from. In the
evening we watched a stunning sunset, had
a deluxe barbecue and great bonfire together
with the local farmers, where we sang songs
and danced. The other trip was to an ancient
Newari village – once an important trading point before roads where built in Nepal
– set in the most awesome spot on top of a
mountain chain from which we launched.
It was a real trip back in time, and every
evening around the fire we learnt a new lesson about Nepalese culture and traditions.
We could choose how many of those adventures we would like to have and after each
trek we arrived back ‘home’ at our hotel in
Pokhara and thought about the next activity
from our list – maybe the elephant safari to
launch in the Terai region?

Flight to Naudanda
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Parahawking G. Diesel

CONCLUSIONS

Pokhara valley

After a great time in Nepal’s northern
Himalayas and the flat tropical Terai in the
south, we finally flew back to Kathmandu
where our entire journey had begun.
We met so many lovely people, had
such great flights together with the birds of
prey through this land of the gods, it made
a deep impact on me. Yet after all this great
fun and stunning impressions, it was actually
our last day which, surprisingly, aﬀected me
the most.
Oliver took us along to the orphanage
and its school, which was erected by donations such as ours. I had paid the package
price of AUS$1690, which included my
guide for 14 days, all my domestic flights,
my hotel bill, all taxis to launch, some dinners, sightseeing tours and more, plus a

Children at landing
Kali Gandaki valley

Pilots and children
Nepalese girls at work

View on trek
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Left: View on trek – Above: Landing at Pokhara

Terraced hillside
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Tibetan refugee children

donation to the children’s orphanage. (In
Australia the same money would buy me
a three-day trip from Brisbane to Fraser
Island in a 50-people bus, including one
free afternoon at Australian Zoo, without
a donation to anyone!)
We were all deeply touched to see the
actually contribution such a tour was making here. We saw where the money went and
we saw the gratitude in the children’s eyes.
Spontaneously, we decided to forget about
our sightseeing tour planned for the last
afternoon and instead spent time together
with the kids, teaching them groundhandling skills on a nearby slope.
Suddenly I understood the words of the
article I had read months ago: ‘Help and
Fly’, it was so easy. Thanks to those people
who reminded me of the question, that if
we do not help each other, who will help us?
Namaste.

Tiger top para trek

About The Tours

Boy with goat

The project ‘Para-Aid’ was born in 2000
when Oliver Mueller returned from the first
‘Nepal-Open’ Paragliding competition.
In 1999, he had been confronted with
the miserable situation of Nepalese children
during a visit to a friend, who was also the
manager of an orphanage in Kathmandu.
Nepal has some of the most stunning
flying sites in the world, but it is also one of
the world’s poorest countries. There are few
schools and most parents cannot afford to
send their children to school because they
are needed for work.
If the children are seriously disabled
or ill or without parents, they often die or
end up living on the streets as beggars.
Few beggars find their way back into a
normal social life.
On his return from Nepal, Oliver
planned a paragliding tour through Nepal
with the aim of supporting his friend’s
orphanage and its educational projects for
children. He now spends three months of
each year in Nepal, guiding pilots to different flying sites as part of his Air Affair
tours. Profit from these tours is donated to
specific projects. The current project is providing support for a leprosy clinic.
For any further information check out
the website [www.air-affair.info] or contact
Oliver on <oli@air-affair.de> or phone
0435 046005.

Training hill at Pokhara
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Paraglider Corrosion
Michael Haggar
SOUNDS BIZARRE, DOESN’T IT? BUT, YES, THERE
ARE PARTS ON A PARAGLIDER THAT CAN CORRODE.

R

ecently, while flying my paraglider
at an inland site, I noticed my left
brake seemed unusually stiﬀ and
it felt like the line was dragging through the pulley system – it just
didn’t feel right. Later during the flight,
I used my speedbar and thought it too
seemed unusually stiﬀ or tight, and I was
having to use more pressure to activate my
speed system.
Having taken oﬀ from a freshly graded
site that day, my glider was looking very
dirty and I put the stiﬀness down to dust
in the workings of these moving parts.
A day or so later I got myself motivated
to clean out the dust and dirt from my wing
and thought this was a perfect time for me
to inspect the glider all over – lines, material, stitching, mallions, the lot. It was then
I found the cause of my brake and speed
system problem.
The first thing I noticed was the brake
line roller/pulley had corroded around one
edge. On closer inspection I found it had
not been working or rolling freely for some
time as the groove in the roller was very
shiny and showed signs of wear. The brake
line had been sliding over the seized roller
(Figure 1).
So I went straight to my speed system
and – surprise, surprise – the same thing had
happened to one of these pulley rollers also.
Now, these rollers are not an easy item
to pull apart for repairs without damaging
them, so how would I go about fixing them?
And how did this corrosion happen in the
first place?
Fixing them didn’t seem the big issue to
me as I’m a keen JOAT (Jack of all trades),
but I was a little disappointed with myself
to let my gear fall into this level of disrepair.
Replacing these pulley rollers was not
an option as this would require having them
removed and new ones re-stitched to the
rear risers. Since they weren’t totally shagged,
they didn’t need to be replaced – yet.
Repairing the pulley rollers meant cleaning up the corrosion from around the edge
of the roller, which was done by using a fine
blade of a knife (preferably blunt) and carefully scraping away the residue (Figure 2),
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then applying a drop or two of good lubricant (I use Inox) and working the pulley
vigorously (Figure 3). This returns them
to a usable condition.
In future I will have to inspect these
more regularly so it doesn’t occur again.
Now how did this come about? Well,
the rollers in these pulleys are made of aluminium and a large majority of my flying
has been done at coastal sites. Prior to my
purchasing this wing, I believe it may have
lived at the beach, therefore spending a lot
of time in and around the salt air has caused
the aluminium to oxidise and the rollers
started to grow. My failure to keep an eye
on these moving parts meant the corrosion
had built up and caused the seizure of these
small, but important items.
It may not seem like much, and it may
not greatly aﬀect your eﬀort to operate the
steering and braking, but if you were in a
sticky situation and were relying on your
speed system to get you out of trouble, the
extra eﬀort required could be all that was
needed to bring you unstuck.
So next time you pull your glider out
to go flying, especially if you fly close to the

Figure 1

Figure 2

coast, do a quick check of these little items
to see if they are working properly – it only
takes a minute. A single drop of lubricant on
these every now and then is all that’s needed
to keep them working properly and could
save you some eﬀort in the air or a repair
job later on. Fly high, but safely!

Figure 3
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6 July 1940, P Pratt and boys of the forerunner of the Australian Air League tow out the Kestrel
at Belmont Common, Geelong, Victoria – note the headlight for night flying
Photo: Courtesy of the La Trobe Collection, State Library of Victoria

Percy Pratt’s
Historic Kestrel
John Ashford
[www.gfa.org.au/museum]

T

he Dunstable Kestrel is the last of the
line of the Wren series of gliders designed
by Bill Manuel of the UK. It is a slightly
improved version of the Willow Wren to
comply with the UK CAA which had
started to take an interest in gliders. Advertisements appeared in aviation magazines
oﬀering plans for sale or complete gliders.
To the best of our knowledge, only one
Kestrel was built in the UK, but three were
built from plans in Australia. All the Australian built Kestrels still exist in varying
states of condition, one, substantially dam-
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aged, in Western Australia, a second, substantially intact (except for a missing major
bulkhead), stored in a container at the
Moorabbin Aircraft Museum and the third
in the possession of the Australian Gliding
Museum (AGM).
The Kestrel stored at the Moorabbin Aircraft Museum was built by Andrew Balsillie
and test flown at Horsham in 1938. Allan
Ash’s book ‘Gliding in Australia’ carries an
account of a flight Jack Iggulden had in it
which indicates that he found its handling
qualities very satisfactory.
The AGM Kestrel was built by Percy
Pratt at Geelong in the 1930s. Percy fitted a
car headlight, powered by a six volt car battery, to the nose of the glider. A photograph
of this glider taken in 1940 was found in
‘Pix’ magazine. In the late 1930s Pratt was
known to fly the glider at night oﬀ the Belmont Common at Geelong. The Kestrel has
never had a windshield or any instruments.
Despite this total lack of instruments or
windshield, Percy made an amazing flight
in late December 1939 during which he
reached cloudbase at an estimated 5500ft and

carried out an out and return cross-country
flight of approximately 21km. The flight
duration was one hour and 43 minutes. This
flight was carried out during the first attempt
to stage a ‘National’ gliding rally. The event,
organised by the Australian Gliding Association, which issued invitations to all comers
to attend, was held at Belmont Common.
Percy Pratt founded the Geelong Club
(known variously as the Geelong Glider
Club or the Geelong Gliding Club) in June
of 1929 at a meeting in his hangar at Belmont Common.
Tom Thompson of the Geelong Club
(not to be confused with Doctor Tommy
Thompson) found the glider some years later
and had it stored where he worked but later
had to move it to his backyard where the
weather gradually took its toll over many
years. When Tom Thomson passed on some
years past, Doug Vanstan of Geelong Gliding Club retrieved it to the North Hangar
at Bacchus Marsh, where the remains languished for many years above the bar
(Ye Olde Glide-in Bar).
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When the Australian Gliding Museum
was formed, John Ashford (the Melbourne
one), set about getting it restored to display
condition. The first thing done was to have
the remains of the glider entrusted to the
AGM by Tom Thompson’s son Robert, who
expressed great interest in the project.
The wings were found to have much
water damage, and birds or rats’ nests in
them. The damage was so substantial that it
was decided, after a thorough cleaning and
repairs where needed, to wrap the wings in
one very thin layer of fibreglass to keep them
all together.
The fuselage was in an even worse state
of repair and required almost a complete
rebuild. About 2004, Doug Lyon (foolishly!)
let it be known that he was looking for a
project, and we were able to say, “Have we
got a deal for you!”

The fuselage was taken to Doug’s Kyneton home and workshop and emerged about
12 months later eﬀectively in ‘as new’ condition, excepting that expensive aircraft quality
material was not used as the aircraft is being
restored to display condition only. So extensive was the rebuild that the only parts of
the original structure that Doug was able to
retain were two main bulkheads, two cockpit
bulkheads and the metal fittings.
Compared to other British gliders of
the era, which had rectangular wings and
tailplane, the Kestrel was a very pretty glider
with its swept back and tapered wings and
its curved tailplane and rudder. It must have
been an interesting glider to fly, as it had an
all flying tailplane (see, nothing new there!)
and an even more radical all flying rudder
with no fixed fin.

Soaring Calendar
AUSTRALIA
Canberra Gliding Club Annual
Wave Camp
1 to 9 September 2007
Bunyan Airfield, Cooma. Visiting pilots are most
welcome;two tugs will provide launch facilities
throughout the camp and oxygen fills will be
available. Bunyan is a well established wave site,
with ready airspace access to FL245 and the ability
to obtain clearance to higher altitudes. Some
accommodation is available in the clubhouse.
Equiries to Allan Armistead <allana@grapevine.com.
au> or ph: 0413 013911.

The Milbrulong Pico
13 to 16 September 2007
Power paragliding and power hang gliding pilot’s
gathering for the 10th Annual National Pico Flyin. Milbrulong is in southern NSW, 50km west of
Wagga Wagga. Camping is $5 per person/per night.
The paddocks are large and the local landholders
friendly to motor pilots. Four days to fly yourself
silly! Enquiries to Jeff Hoffmann 02 69206233,
<johoffman@bigpond.com> or Jos Weemaes 02
60265658, <jweemaes@bordernet.com.au> or visit
the Pico club website [www.thepico.com.au].

Queensland Cross-country
Coaching Week
24 to 28 September 2007
McCaffrey Field, QLD. Similar to last year, only better.
For further information refer to Chad’s article in
the December 2006 edition of Soaring Australia.
Lectures, discussions, weather briefings, tasking
and good flying. On field accommodation available.
For further information contact Ralph Henderson
<rhenderson@iinet.net.au> or phone 07 38436178 (h).
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Percy Pratt had one stiﬀ leg from an
early accident and modified the Kestrel during construction to allow easier ingress to
the cockpit. The wing root leading edge D
noses projecting over the cockpit were made
removable. The glider was painted all over
bright red.
The remaining work to complete the restoration involves the manufacture of some
fittings and painting to display standard. The
wings were mated to the fuselage for the first
time in approximately 60 years on 12 February, 2007, by Doug Lyon, Jim Barton, John
Ilett, Graeme Barton, and Dave and Jenne
Goldsmith. It is hoped to have the work
completed by the middle of 2007. A dedication ceremony will be held, probably at
Bacchus Marsh Aerodrome.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Queensland State Gliding
Championships

NSW State Gliding
Championships 2007

29 September to 6 October 2007

11 to 18 November 2007

Hosted by Darling Downs Soaring Club. Held at
McCaffrey Field on the Darling Downs. Practice day
29 September. [www.ddsc.org.au] for info and entry
forms. Enjoy a month of flying in Queensland, join
the Cross-Country Coaching week, then try your
skills at the QLD Championships and then a short
cruise of less than 100km to the Club Class Comp.
Contact: Keith Allen <comps@ddsc.org.au> or 0429
351933 (h).

Lake Keepit Soaring Club. Multi-classes for the
competitive and Club Class, which is a relaxed and
supportive environment for newer pilots and older
and non-competitive aircraft. A picturesque site with
lots of varied terrain – the lake, Mt Kaputar ranges,
river valleys, the Pilliga scrub and plenty of classic
flatlands. Carriage of a FLARM or equivalent will be
mandatory. We hope to make this a very enjoyable
experience for you. Limit of 60 gliders, last time
oversubscribed, so get entries in early. See [www.
keepitsoaring.com[. Contact <dave@shorter.net>.

27th Club Class Nationals ’07
7 to 19 October 2007
At Kingaroy Airfield situated in the picturesque and
diverse South Burnett region of SE Queensland.
Practise days are the 7th and 8th. Hosted by
Kingaroy Soaring Club [www.kingaroygliding.com].
Entry fee $290, surcharge of $50 if entry received
after 31 August. Limited to 60 gliders. Contact:
Lorraine Kauffmann 07 54427448 or <lkauffma@
bigpond.net.au>.

Canungra Classic
13 to 20 October 2007
This is the first HG comp of the Australian calendar
(AA pending) and is one week after the Canungra
PG comp. HQ this year is at Moriarty Park Hall, right
next to the showgrounds. Comp entry includes free
T-shirt and free presentation dinner. Mandatory:
GPS, intermediate rating with inland experience
and a repacked parachute. Registration/practice
day: Friday the 12th. Entry fee: $180 plus $40 site
fees (late entries after 31/8/2007 will be $210).
Prizes and cash for Open, Floater and, again due to
popular demand, ‘Best of the Rest’ classes. So get
your team organised and your Red Faces act sorted,
‘cause we’re goin’ flyin’. Registration on line [www.
triptera.com.au/canungra/classic2007]. For payment
info contact Regan <rkowald@hotmail.com>.

Maurie Bradney Week
29 December ‘07 to 5 January 2008
Hosted by Waikerie Gliding Club. Incorporating the
2007 SA State Gliding Competition. Entry form and
details will be posted on WGC website in October.

OVERSEAS
16th FAI World Hang
Gliding Championships
7 to 19 August 2007
Big Spring, Texas (USA). The National Fly-in is likely
to happen prior the competition from 3 to 5 August
in Leakey, Texas, about 200 miles south of Big
Spring. World team pilots are welcome to fly at the
fly-in for the basic minimal cost before going on
to Big Spring. Information website [http://ozreport.
com/2007worlds.php].
Other international events can be found at
[http://events.fai.org/].
[Note: GAP parameters, where listed in the above
events, are: bomb-out distance (minimum scoring
distance), nominal distance (minimum task length),
nominal time (minimum expected winners time),
and goal percentage (nominal percentage in goal).]
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Membership Retention
Maurice Little – Chairman, GFA Development Committee
ATTRACTING NEW MEMBERS IS THE FIRST STEP IN INCREASING MEMBERSHIP. GFA CLUBS ARE BY AND
LARGE NOT TOO BAD AT THIS ASPECT OF BUSINESS. IT IS AN AREA WE WILL TOUCH ON IN A LATER
ARTICLE AS WE SHARE DIFFERENT EXPERIENCES, TECHNIQUES AND SUCCESSES. THIS ARTICLE HOW
EVER WILL LOOK AT EXISTING MEMBER RETENTION, WHAT IT INVOLVES AND WHY WE NEED TO PAY
MORE ATTENTION TO THIS THAN NEW MEMBER RECRUITMENT.

A

lmost everything that happens in regard to
flying gliders, AEFs, membership, etc,
happens or doesn’t happen at club level.
It is clubs that make the whole thing
work. Sure there are State Associations
which provide administrative support and
resource from expertise, coordination of
RTOs, political representation at GFA and
development support and guidance. There is
also the GFA providing the various support
oﬃcers to clubs, the infrastructure for all
forms of administration and member services, but the hands-on (coal face if you like)
starts and finishes at club level. If we fail to
support our clubs, assist them to get their
systems and own structure and facilities in
place and up to standard, then they stand
little chance of developing further. Worse
still in this increasingly competitive world
we are seeing small clubs fail and large clubs
become smaller. So what’s happening?
We now have a fairly good idea about
the loss of members through failure to retain
their interests, or through costs, or services, or some other specific aspect of club
operation and life’s changes. We know we
are competing against other sports, other
aviation interests, available time, distance,
and cost, so we need to develop successful
strategies to counter all these real eﬀects and
pressures on our existing members. The solutions are many and varied and no one will
be a panacea in itself. The answer is going to
be more general and comprise of a number
of potentially competing pressures on clubs
finances, time and energies.
We also know that the ratio of eﬀort
to get a new chum into the sport is almost
8:1 that of maintaining an existing members’
ongoing interest and involvement. That
is the amount of time, money and eﬀort
required to bring a new member up to speed
for independent operations compared to that
of keeping one already at that status is about
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8:1. Some clubs may think this well under
and that it is more like 20:1. That may be
so in their club and that may also be a strong
indicator that their mature existing members
are being neglected at the expense of concentration being put into new member attraction and training.
When it comes down to it, clubs need
to find a balance between maintenance of
the existing members’ harmony and satisfaction levels, whilst putting eﬀort into attracting new members and doing all the things
(be they projects, or infrastructure, or fleet
related) that will make the club more attractive and appealing. It is rare that all these
things can be done together, but involving
the members in the decisions, asking them
what the priorities are for them and managing the balance, goes a long way to finding the best compromise whilst giving the
necessary ownership of the process to your
valuable members. It also goes some way to
establishing what costs your members will
realistically accept to enjoy the level of comfort, satisfaction and return they expect
from the sport.
Some of the elements might include:
Do you know what each member wants,
do you know what they expect? This might
be from the club, from the sport, from the
experience. Do you ask them, have you surveyed them?
Do you have a well understood and regularly promoted goal or achievement system?
This does not have to be solely cross-country
orientated. It should include, instructor
training, maintenance, coaching as well as
competition and cross-country. Members
should be constantly encouraged to go to the
next level, to further the challenge and experience irrespective of what that might be.
Does your club make sure every member goes home happy at the end of the day?
Are you even aware that a member has had

a bad experience? If not, how can you possibly avoid a repeat in future probably with
someone else? Get into a routine of asking
members when they are leaving what their
achievement, experience was. Get a feel for
what they got or didn’t get out of the time
and eﬀort they have put into coming along
to the club. If it’s bad news get it up on the
table at the next committee meeting. This
is the stuﬀ the Club Development Oﬃcer
(CDO) and committee need as feedback
to address weaknesses and improve systems.
Does your club have regular social occasions? We know the most successful clubs
are strong in this respect. After all it is a club
system. Members want to get their jollies flying, but they also want the social interaction,
relaxation, sharing and further enhancement of the experience through like-minded
company. Don’t underestimate this essential
ingredient. If your club is weak in this area
try a little experiment for 12 months. Plan
and complete a regular monthly event. It
may just be a barbeque, it may be at the
club, or closer to the centre of membership
at a big city. Promote it, make sure all members know about it, and publicise what happened at the last one through the newsletter
to those who didn’t, or couldn’t, attend.
Keep it interesting, add variety. See what
happens in 12 months’ time.
Social activities form an essential avenue
for including families and partners in the
club process further enhancing the overall
experience and satisfaction. Finding new
ways to attract members’ support structure,
are positive steps to the overall happiness and
wellbeing of your valuable members.
Cross-country is not for every member
(that is recognised), however for many it
is the carrot, the aim, the reward. When
it’s soarable make sure tasks are set. Get the
coach thing happening, include a balance
of morning met and possibility of a modest
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task. Those hotshots in the club may well
do that task twice, or double the distance,
but the rewards of cohesion by getting the
ordinary member out on task along with his
colleagues in a non-competitive and cooperative environment is worth plenty at the end
of the day.
Does your club provide variety? If you
are an aerotow club how often do you take
the club away to a winch camp? How many
away camps/year do you plan and conduct?
How often do you invite other clubs to
join you? How many times per year does
the club, as a club, do something that’s not
gliding? Does your club arrange opportunities for wave experience, ridge experience,
cross-country (if the home site is unsuitable),
competition, mountain flying, etc?
Does your club dictate to its members,
or does it involve them in the planning and
execution process? See what happens when
many members each have a chore to arrange
one event per year. Naturally this needs
monitoring and coordination but give them
some involvement, some responsibility and
ask for their input and suggestions.
Most clubs can improve member
involvement and satisfaction levels. Does
your club have a public list? Is it talked
about at committee meetings, can the
members rate and prioritise the list? Do
you set targets for completion of improvements, or changes recommended? Do you
test the validity of the suggestions?
Does you club recognize achievement
and reward for contribution? If not, why
not? We are all creatures seeking in some
way recognition and reward, it helps us
continue to put in more, to become more
involved. This is another area which is oft
overlooked by clubs.
Do you recognise the winch driver and
tug pilot with the most launches? Do you
even thank him/her for the launch at the
end of the day? Do you congratulate the
member who flew the most flights and/or
most hours; thank the club member who
travelled the greatest cumulative distance to
attend the club over the past year; recognise
the best first year club person, etc?
Does your club maintain a strong and
regular communication with all club members. This should extend past the monthly
newsletter to include a brief email summary to each member of what happened at
the field after each weekend. It could also
include a brief summary of what the weather
might provide each Friday for the weekend
to follow. Find reasons to maintain eﬀective
communication with your members.
There is obviously lots more we, as clubs
and members, can and should do. Much of
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this doesn’t cost a lot of money unlike flight
restructure, or more hangars, or improved
clubhouse accommodation etc. It does however take time and care, but it is worth it.
Where should you start? It probably
doesn’t matter too much as long as the club
never stops! A good starting point may well
be surveying your existing members and seeing what they feel, what they want and what

they need. Your Regional Development
Oﬃcer (RDO) can and will assist. He will
also want to review the results as a guide for
other clubs and to bring to a better national
understanding of what is happening at club
level. The more we understand the problems
and needs, the more we can adjust the structure and approach, to better accommodate
those expectations.

Up close and personal to Mt Aspiring
Photo: Bill Verco, taken from Bo Nilsson’s Duo Discus ‘BO’

GFA News

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

GFA Airworthiness Directive
GFA AD-647 (Issue 1)
Types affected: G-102 Club Astir 111, serial
numbers 5501 and on (with suffix ‘C’); G-102 Club
Astir 111b, serial numbers 5501 and on (with suffix
‘Cb’); G102 Std Astir 111, serial numbers 5502 and
on (with suffix ‘S’).
Subject: Flight controls: Welded components
inspection/replacement.
Background: Grob has received isolated defect
reports regarding cracks in welded components
of the flight control system of the above G-102
models. The cracks progress slowly from the edges
of the weld seams and may eventually result in
component failure. So far no complete failures
have occurred.

C BADGE

Suchting, Mark Adrian
Spicer, Shelley
Robinson, Kenneth Paul

11213
11261
11276

Central Coast
Narrogin
Byron Bay

11292
11293

GCV
VMFG

11233

Central Coast

11290
11296

DDSC
Adelaide

4656
4657
4658

VMFG
Adelaide Uni
VMFG

4658

VMFG

A & B BA DGE

Rose, Robin Roy
Spooner, Paul Clement
B & C BADG E

Brophy, Michael Dennis
A , B & C BA DGE

Ballinger, Chad David Ian
Khambatta, Faram
SILVER C

Volk, Philip Andrew
Blazujevic, Igor
Hickman, Robert
D IA MON D GOAL

Hickman, Robert

FA I N E W S
FAI Badge Claims to 1 June 2007
A B ADGE

Mackenzie, Lachlan James
Johns, Cameron Gordon
Buchner, Abraham
Wilson, Greg Sean
Wilson, Angus

11288
11289
11291
11294
11295

NSW Air TC
Adelaide
NSW Air TC
Summerland
Byron Bay
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How Not To Fly The Coast
(or ‘Never mix hang gliders and water’)
Curtis Greenwood

IT’S KNOWN AS THE ‘COASTAL RUN’  A CHALLENGING 78KM FLIGHT THAT FOLLOWS VICTORIA’S
GREAT OCEAN ROAD FROM TORQUAY TO APOLLO BAY. JUST 20 OR SO PILOTS HAVE FLOWN THE RUN
OVER THE LAST 15 YEARS AND IT’S CONSIDERED BY MANY VICTORIAN PILOTS TO BE THE ‘HOLY GRAIL’
OF COASTAL FLYING. COMPLETING ‘THE RUN’ REQUIRES A RARE COMBINATION OF FACTORS TO BE
OPERATING ON THE DAY: A STRONG EAST TO SOUTHEASTERLY WIND, A DECENT AMOUNT OF SKILL
AND A LOT OF LUCK.

I

‘ve been trying to fly ‘the Run’ for the
last 10 to 12 years. After around 20
unsuccessful attempts, it had become
a bit of an obsession.
Monday, 12 February, looked pretty well
ideal – and a few other pilots had the same
idea. When I joined them at Torquay, conditions looked close to perfect for a red hot go
at getting to Apollo Bay. Rohan Holtkamp
had taken oﬀ a couple of hours earlier and
Peter Wright took oﬀ just before me. I took
oﬀ around 3:40pm and quickly headed west.
Eumerella and Point Roadknight came and
went pretty easily. I had a bit of a struggle
at Urqhardts Bluﬀ and down to the lighthouse at Aireys Inlet. I managed to scrape
in at Spion (a popular flying site) about 20ft
below launch and scratched around for 15
minutes. I struggled down to Eastern View,
about two kilometres further down the
coast. Things were looking pretty grim, but
orographic cloud was forming to the west
so I decided to fly out a little to the front of
the cloud.
It was like somebody switched on an
elevator! Within minutes I was up to 1500ft
amsl and by the time I got to Lorne I was at
2500ft and still climbing. My confidence also
soared: “Apollo Bay is in the bag,” I thought
happily as I rode this massive wave with ease
and quickly climbed to 3300ft amsl.
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After a while, I started to lose sight of
the coastline. I rationalised that orographic
cloud only forms over rising land so it must
follow the coastline: in theory, as long as
I was riding the cloud, the coast must be
below me. When I did become concerned
about my position, I spotted the coastline
below me through a small hole in the cloud.
Ah ha! My theory was verified – all I had to
do was hold the same heading and I would
be landing at Apollo Bay within the hour! So
instead of spiralling down through that hole
and landing on terra firma, I flew on towards
Apollo Bay and Coastal Run glory!
After a further 25 minutes of riding the
cloud and no sign of the coast, my cockiness began to wane. What if I was wrong?
What if the orographic cloud headed away
from the coastline and out to sea? Suddenly,
3300ft didn’t seem especially impressive.
I could no longer take the chance – I had
to determine where the coastline was, but
this meant spiralling down in front of the
cloud in order to see underneath it. Finally,
I decided to bite the bullet and descended
in front of the cloud. I was down to 1600ft
amsl by the time I got a look at the coast.
What I saw ruined my whole day: The coast
was about four kilometres away – definitely
not a good picture.
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I pulled the VG on, got a radio call out
and flew for best glide. For a while, things
looked a little brighter for my immediate
future, but the coastline began to move up
my horizon and the vario began making a
very bad noise indeed!
I had never landed in water before, but
I knew enough to begin getting out of my
harness. At about 600ft I began unzipping
and unbuckling – leaving just the top of the
main zip attached. I pulled my arms free of
the harness and turned into wind. Just before
hitting the water I popped the last section of
the zip – and with that I was under water,
under my glider. All I had to do was slide
my legs out of the leg loops, but one of my
boots became stuck. With my helmet still
on, it was quite a struggle to extract my leg
from the harness. I was entirely out of breath
by the time I managed to pop my head out
of the water just in front of my glider.
I was still more than a kilometre from
the coast. My glider was floating well and
there was a large swell running. I took my
helmet oﬀ and noticed it floated rather well,
so I decided to keep hold of it (a decision
that probably saved my life).
With a south-easterly wind and an
incoming tide, I figured I would eventually
get to the coast. I held onto the glider’s front
wires for about half an hour until it began
to sink. I sadly watched as the glider, harness
and all my equipment slowly disappeared
into the deep – something I‘m not in a hurry
to see again!
So there I was, probably still 600 or
700m from shore, just me and my helmet.
The good news was that I was definitely
a lot closer to land than I had been half
an hour earlier. As long as the wind didn’t
change and I had suﬃcient energy, I might
make it. Using the helmet for flotation,
I slowly breaststroke/kicked my way toward
Skenes Creek.

Curtis’ C2 – before its demise in Bass Strait
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Finally, after about two hours in the
water, the breakers were getting close, so I
tossed away my flying jacket and prepared
to get dunked. The waves were around 1.5
metres high, so they gave me a good thumping! The swell had dumped me right in the
middle of rocks and kelp, so things were getting a little nasty. Hypothermia was starting
to kick in and I didn’t have enough energy
left to swim the last 10m to the rocks. To
put it bluntly, I was stuﬀed! I thought to
myself: “All this way and I’m going to drown
10m from safety… bugger!” Somehow, I
managed to get a footing on the rocks and
stagger onto the beach – to the astonishment
of those in the Skenes Creek caravan park.
Thanks to a very helpful camper, I was
soon calling Peter Wright and his wife Gloria (who were getting mightily concerned
as to my general wellbeing), who kindly
picked me up about 30 minutes later. I was
extremely happy to see them! Peter had
landed at Urqhardts Bluﬀ before encountering the orographic cloud. I heard later that
Rohan had made Apollo Bay, but had had
some interesting moments negotiating the
cloud himself.
So what is the moral of the story? Well,
first up: Don’t get yourself into this position
in the first place, but if you do, here are
a few tips from a wiser, poorer pilot:
• Orographic cloud does form out to sea
and away from rising ground.
• When you see the opportunity to land, take
it – anything’s better than a water landing.
• Do as much as you can do to get out of your
harness before you land (unzip, unbuckle,
arms out of the arm holes, disconnect communications, kick your shoes oﬀ).
• Keep your helmet – it saved my life and
it may save yours!
• Do not become goal obsessed. I thought
I knew better, but clearly I didn’t. No goal
– whether a comp or the Coastal Run –
is worth dying for.
Perhaps more importantly than any of
the above: Don’t allow yourself to make the
mistakes I made. Stick to flying over land!
Safe Flying.

HGFA News
Victorian Hang Gliding and
Paragliding Association
Want to be involved in the Future
of our Sport at a State level?
Then don’t miss this year’s VHPA AGM on
21 August. The meeting will be held at 8pm
at the Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson Street,
Abbotsford (Melway Ref. Map 2C, K8 or 44, E5).
The positions available are the office bearers
of President, Secretary, Treasurer and four VHPA
committee members, as well as support roles of
SSO, Webmaster and Site Development.
The VHPA is there to provide support to the
Victorian clubs in the areas of safety, pilot development and site development.
For more information visit the downloads
page at [www.VHPA.org.au].
Come along and have your say in the future
of our Sport. Looking forward to seeing you there,
Glenn Bachelor, VHPA President

Queensland Cancer Fund
Charity Flight
In August 2007 Dave Keough will pilot his Airborne XT across the open water of the Gulf of
Carpentaria from Bamaga at the tip of Cape York
to the Gove Pennisula in the Northern Territory.
An Atherton Tablelands local, Dave has over
20 years flying experience in hang gliders and
microlights. He is Chief Flying Instructor and
proprietor of Adventure Microlights and has
completed many cross-country expeditions and
is well equipped for this flight, never before
attempted by a solo pilot in a microlight aircraft.
The flight is a fundraiser to support a 22year old friend recently diagnosed with Thyroid
cancer and the Queensland Cancer Fund. Dave
will fly his Drifter from Mareeba to Karumba,
switch to the XT and fly north to Weipa. There
he plans to offer TIFs to locals and tourists with
all proceeds going to the fundraising efforts.
Soaring Australia
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From Weipa, Dave will continue north to
Bamaga where the six-hour flight across the open
waters of the Gulf begins, with landfall at Nullunbuy, a small mining town on the east coast of
Arnhem Land on the Gove Penninsula, NT. He will
then turn south and fly down the coast back to
Karumba. The entire trip is planned to take seven
to 10 days with a total distance of 2300km.
Dave is still looking for donations and sponsors. He is self-funded and the aircraft supplied
by Peter Wells at Karumba. Company names/
logos will be displayed on the fuselage as well
as the wing and flying suit.
If you would like to support Dave, contact
him on 0408 064682 or <info@cairnsadventuremicrolights.com.au> or find out more at
[www.cairnsadventurmicrolights.com.au].

Worlds Team Confirmation
Places for the National Hang Gliding World Team
to compete in the Worlds Championship at Big
Springs, Texas USA are as follows: Jonny Durand
Jnr, Dave Seib, Steve Moyes, Scott Barrett, Chris
Jones and Kraig Coomber.
This team will remain the National Team
until selection is made for the next World Championship in two years time.
On behalf of all at the HGFA, I wish the
team our fullest support in their task to defend
the World Hang Gliding Team title.
Chris Fogg, General Manager

Wayne Blackmore – 30th Anniversary
With the coast run being completed frequently
and almost effortlessly in recent weeks, it is
especially fitting to recognise the upcoming
30th anniversary of the passing of Wayne
Blackmore. Wayne landed in the sea crossing
Rapid Bay. He was an extremely skilled pilot
having crossed Rapid Bay both ways, a feat
rarely attempted even today.
As a novice pilot I had my first flight at
Cape Jervis that fateful day and was in awe
of Wayne as I watched him launch.
Left is the front cover of Skysailor from the
winter of 1977 and the accompanying article
Steve Blenkinsop
from that issue.

NEW PRODUCTS
APCO News
The Vista L has successfully completed DHV test
flights, joining Vista S and M certified DHV 1-2.
The Thrust HP S has received final certification
and approval for paramotoring CEN certificate.
Chairbag is undergoing DHV certification,
Airbag efficiency was tested and it is now
approved as being in line with DHV requirements
for harness shock absorption/protection.
A new exciting APCO movie is soon to be
launched, featuring flying in Israel with some
amazing shots of our ACRO team – 30 minutes
of non-stop action. Trailer available on website.
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Our ACRO team core pilots Pal and Gabor
have been beefed up by another two star pilots
joining the team: the ACRO Twins – Anthony and
Timothy Green.
[www.apcoaviation.com]

FA I N E W S
Turin Celebrates Successful
Bid For World Air Games 2009
Turin (Italy) has been chosen to host the World
Air Games 2009. The decision was announced
by the President of FAI, Pierre Portmann, at the
Olympic Museum in Lausanne.
The decision was made by majority vote
after the final presentations by Moscow (Russia),
Odense (Denmark), and Turin (Italy).
Commenting on today’s decision, the President of the FAI, Mr Pierre Portmann, said: “Turin
has been chosen today by the FAI Selection Committee and they are a great choice. There are,
however, no losers today, as all three bids made
wonderful presentations and would make successful hosts for the World Air Games. Each bid had

tremendous backing from their National Air Sport
Federations and their governments. We commend
them all on their efforts and hope that each bid
continues their interest in air sport competitions.”
Commenting on their successful bid, Mr.
Angelo Moriondo, President of the Turin 2009
Bid Committee, said: “We are both pleased and
honoured to be awarded the World Air Games
2009. Building on our past experience, we are
committed to making the Games a step forward
for all air sports. We invite all our friends in the
air sports community to join us in 2009. Now the
real work starts!”
The Games are planned to take place from
7 to 13 June 2009. The World Air Games is the
biggest gathering of air sports in the world and
brings together the World Champions and top
competitors in 10 different air sport disciplines,
showcases a week of tremendous competition
and fills the sky with excitement and thrills for
the public. Alongside the competition are plenty
of opportunities for air shows, on-site demonstrations, and interactive activities for spectators.
Jean-Marc Badan, World Air Games Coordinator
July 2007
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New FAI World Records
FAI has ratified the following Class R (Microlights) record:
Type of record: Distance in a closed circuit
with limited fuel
July 2007

Course/location: Miccosukee, FL (USA)
Pilot: David Rogers (USA)
Paramotor: Apco Thrust
Date: 9/11/2006

FAI congratulates the pilot on his splendid
achievement.
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

– Rule Changes For Next Season
Tim Shirley
A NUMBER OF CHANGES HAVE BEEN MADE TO THE RULES FOR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS FOR NEXT
SEASON, AND THIS ARTICLE IS TO ADVISE NATIONALS PILOTS OF THESE CHANGES. THE MOST SIG
NIFICANT CHANGE AFFECTS THE CLUB CLASS, AND SINCE THAT COMPETITION IS BEING HELD EARLY
IN THE SEASON IT IS NECESSARY TO GET THE INFORMATION OUT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

T

he Club Class Nationals will be split into
two classes, called Club Class and Sports
Class. The Club Class will be for gliders
eligible for Club Class internationally,
which ranges from ASW15 and Standard
Libelle at the lower end of the performance
range up to ASW20A and C, ASW24,
Mosquito, Mini Nimbus etc at the top end.
Discus 2, LS8 and the ASW20B are not eligible. A list of eligible gliders is on the GFA
website. The Sports Class will be available
to any glider, though the expectation is that
it will tend to attract the higher performance gliders.
For next season, the Sports Committee
has decided that the Club Class will be able
to gain ITC selection points while Sports
Class will not.
All classes will be limited to a maximum
of 40 entries, in order to improve tasking
options and safety. With two classes it will be
possible to get one class started on task while
the other is still being launched and, with a
smaller performance range to cater for, the
task setting will be easier as well. Entries in
each class will be accepted in order of receipt
– there is no seeding list.
FLARMs will now be mandatory at all
Nationals. They will be treated exactly the
same as radios and parachutes in the rules.
Most gliders flying at Nationals are already
FLARM equipped, and there are a suﬃcient
number in circulation now that it should be
possible for pilots to buy, borrow or hire one
if they don’t have one already.
The scoring devaluation that happened
when a task took less than three hours has
been removed, so we should now find that
almost all days will be worth 1000 to the
winner. There is still a devaluation if the day
is very poor, but rarely does that rule come
into play in Australia.

The lay day rules have changed. There is
a minor change to the way the lay day scores
are calculated, to remove an anomaly that
was noticed last season. More importantly,
the rules have changed so that lay days must
be scheduled at the start of the competition,
and not on 24 hours notice as previously.
The reason for this is that we were concerned
about lay days being taken for tactical reasons, or because ‘tomorrow looks good for
a 1000km…’ Lay days can be scheduled by
date or by contest day, but once booked they
won’t be able to be cancelled. The Contest
Director can still grant a lay day in exceptional circumstances such as illness.
Airspace infringement rules have been
clarified slightly, mainly to ensure that the
rule doesn’t create diﬃculties for either pilots
or scorers. Eﬀectively, the measurement
of airspace infringements will be based on

Neumann Range looking towards Mt Cook
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QNH at takeoﬀ – so as long as pilots set the
airfield altitude at take-oﬀ, their well-calibrated altimeter can be relied on when needing to stay clear of airspace.
Next season’s Club Class Nationals will
be at Kingaroy in October, and the Multiclass will be at Temora in January. JoeyGlide
will be at Gawler during December. Details
of all events will be on the GFA website by
the time this article appears.
A message for scorers – because of the
changes to scoring rules, a new scoring script
is needed for SeeYou. This can be found on
the GFA website, the SeeYou website, or you
can get a copy direct from me.
The rules, together with a list of the gliders eligible for Club Class, are on the GFA
website. If anyone has any questions, I can
be contacted at <tshirley@bigpond.net.au>
or on 0417 268073.

Photo: Bill Verco, taken from Bo Nilsson’s Duo Discus ‘BO’
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Australian
Qualifying
Grand Prix
2008/09

T

he GFA Sports Committee is
inviting bids to host an Australian
Qualifying Grand Prix in the Australian soaring season 2008/09.
The Grand Prix Final will most likely
be held in Europe in the European Summer
of 2009 and a series of qualifying events will
be held in the previous 18 months in order
to select the finalists.
The expectation is that the Australian
Qualifier will be open to 20 pilots, 10 places
must be open to international pilots until
the closing date for applications. The contest
is a one class contest (non-handicapped),
typically 15m or Standard Class.
The focus of the event is primarily
on promotions/marketing and as such
the selected site must commit to this aspect
of the event.
Sites seeking selection should have
experience in hosting International or
National Gliding championships; a commitment to using the event as a marketing and
promotional event for our sport; and also
be able to provide near real time tracking
of the competition racing, ie, Silent Wings
type technology.
An ideal site would be near a large population centre and with varying topography
so as to highlight the Silent Wings type
technology and make the viewing more
interesting to non-gliding people.
Be advised that there is a €200 FAI
licensing fee plus the requirement to fund
the accommodation and living expenses
for an approved FAI judge. Applicants
must also be prepared to abide by any FAI/
IGC requirements.
Bids should include an indicative marketing plan and also an operational budget
for the event.
The FAI rules and details for the event can
be found on [www.fai.org/gliding/SGPRules].
Applications close on 31 July 2007
and should be emailed to Rob Moore,
Chairman, GFA Sport Department
<CSC@sec.gfa.org.au>.

Lenticulars, looking up the Dobson River on the
east of the Neumann Range towards Mt Cook.
In the foreground is Lake Ohau

Air braking down to Mt Cook
Photos: Bill Verco, all taken from Bo Nilsson’s Duo Discus ‘BO’
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Contact Addresses
Scout Association NSW Gliding
80 Malvern St, Panania NSW 2213,
02 97096009.
Soar Narromine Pty Ltd
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 6889 1856.
Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570,
02 46558882, 0418 474636 (emergency).
Sydney Gliding Inc
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570, 0412 145144.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666, 02 69772733.

G FA

Australian Gliding Museum
2 Bicton St, Mt Waverley VIC 3149,
03 98021098.
Gliding Queensland
C/o Treasurer, 73 Sewell Rd, Tanah Merah
QLD 4128, 0417 762621.
NSW Gliding Association
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821, 02
68892733, 02 68891250, Trs: 0407 459581.
South Australian Gliding Association
PO Box 65, Millicent SA 5280, 08 8733421,
0427 977218.
Victorian Soaring Association
4/139 Roberts St, Essendon VIC 3040,
03 83835340, 03 93355364.
Vintage Gliders Australia
22 Eyre St, Balwyn VIC 3103, 03 98175362.
WA Gliding Association Inc.
59 Wellington Pde, Yokine WA 6060,
08 93282511, 08 94449505.
NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA)
327 (Gliding) Flight, Australia
PO Box 1643, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444
02 65831488, 0427 259990.
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795,
02 63371180 (weekend), 0427 470001.
Byron Gliding Club
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481,
02 66847627.
Canberra Gliding Club
GPO Box 1130, Canberra ACT 2601,
02 64523994, 0428 523994.
Central Coast Soaring Club
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250,
02 43844074.
Cudgegong Soaring Pty Ltd
PO Box 352, Frenchs Forest NSW 1640,
02 63742444.
Goulburn Gliding Group
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan NSW 2620,
02 62973504.
Grafton Gliding Club
16 Fuller St, Mullaway NSW 2456,
02 66541638, 0403 088551.
Harden Gliding Club
3/17 Mugglestone Pl, Bruce ACT 2617,
02 62018230, 0411 107694.
Hunter Valley Gliding Club Co-op Ltd
PO Box 9, Newcastle NSW 2300,
02 95342884.
Lake Keepit Soaring Club
PO Box 5152, South Tamworth NSW 2340,
02 67697514.
Leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705, 02 69533825.
Narromine Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68892733.
Orana Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68892733.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base, Richmond NSW 2755,
02 45873214.
RAAF Williamtown Gliding Club
C/O Mr G R Lee, 10 Federation Dr, Medowie
NSW 2318, 02 49829334.

Queensland Soaring Association (QSA)
2 Wing AAFC School of Aviation Inc.
201 Squadron Airforce Cadets, PO Box 647
Archerfield QLD 4108, 07 33324851,
0415 150965.
Barambah District Gliding Club
2 Yellow Gully Rd, Wolvi QLD 4570,
07 54867247.
Boonah Gliding Centre Inc
PO Box 107, Boonah QLD 4310, 07 5463
2630, 0408 016164.
Bundaberg Soaring Club
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670,
07 41579558.
Byron Bay Gliding Inc.
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, Tyagarah
NSW 2481, 02 66847572, 0414 558794.
Byron Bay Gliding P/L
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield,
Tyagarah NSW 2481, 02 66847572.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510,
0409 873811.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700,
07 49371381.
Darling Downs Soaring Club
PO Box 584, Toowoomba QLD 4350,
07 46637140, 0409 507847.
Gympie Gliding Club
PO Box 217, Gympie QLD 4570, 07 54835380.
Kingaroy Soaring Club
PO Box 91, Kingaroy QLD 4610, 07 41622191.
Motor Gliding Club of Queensland
PO Box 5, Virginia QLD 4014, 1300 667042.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, 07 49973265.
North Queensland Soaring Centre
PO Box 1743, Aitkenville QLD 4814,
0500 811011.
Pacific Soaring
19 Craigslea Dr, Caboolture QLD 4510,
07 5499 4805.
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring
PO Box 144, Warwick Qld 4370, 07 38348311.
Summerland Gliding Club
3 Alston Ave, Alstonville NSW 2477,
02 66286691, 0404 007229.
SA Gliding Association (SAGA)
Adelaide Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, 08 85221877.
Adelaide Uni Gliding Club Inc.
Adelaide Uni Sports Assoc, The University of
Adelaide SA 5005, 08 88262203, 0412 870963.
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Membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Normal
$190
$191
$194
$195
$195

Family
$154
$155
$158
$159
$159

Student membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Full
$115.50
$116.50
$119.50
$120.50
$120.50

Family
$79.50
$80.50
$83.50
$84.50
$84.50
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Short-term membership:1 Month* 3 Month*
NSW/QLD/VIC
$50
$65
South Australia
$59
$74
Western Australia
$60
$75
*Note: Once only purchase to Australian
residents, thereafter 12 month membership
to be purchased.
International postage for Soaring Australia
to be added to membership fees:
Zone
1
2
3
4
5

Country
New Zealand
Singapore
Japan, Hong Kong, India
USA, Canada, Middle East
UK, Europe, South
America, South Africa

Price
$54
$60
$60
$66
$72

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Air Cadet Gliding Club
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108,
08 83805137, 0429 805137.
Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 871,
08 89526384, 0417 530345.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461, 08 88645062.
Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro SA 5356,
08 85640240.
Bordertown Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268, 08 87521321.
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280,
08 87333421, 0427 977218.
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1509, Victor Harbor SA 5211,
08 85543543, 0409 677677.
Northern Australian Gliding Club
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 821,
08 89412512.
Port Augusta Gliding Club
PO Box 2175, Port Augusta SA 5700,
08 86436628, 0401 990823.
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341,
08 85951422, 0417 890215.
Scout Gliding Club Inc.
22 Burford Crescent, Redwood Park SA
5097, 0418 815618.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 83916672.
Whyalla Gliding Club
PO Box 556, Whyalla SA 5600,
08 86452619, 0413 127825.
Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689.
Beaufort Gliding Club
66 Waterdale Rd, Ivanhoe VIC 3079,
03 94972048.
Bendigo Gliding Club
62 Lawson St, Bendigo VIC 3550, 03 54439169.
Bothwell Gliding Club
PO Box 288, Sandy Bay TAS 7005, 03 62267615.
Cloud Riders Pty Ltd
C/o 18 Wyndham St, Werribee VIC 3030,
03 97413142, 0429 351234.
Corangamite Soaring Club
Kurweeton, Kurweeton Rd, Derrinallum
VIC 3325, 03 55939277.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340,
0409 212527.
Gliding Club Of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3672, 03 57621058.
Grampians Soaring Club
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 03 53525710,
0417 514438.
Horsham Flying Club
PO Box 158, Horsham VIC 3402, 03 53823491.
Latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840,
03 51221081, 0407 839238.
Mangalore Gliding Club
RMB 6640, Longwood VIC 3665,
03 57985512, 0413 307177.
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
Box 486, Mt Beauty VIC 3699,
02 60591417, 0402 075131.
Murray Border Flying Club Inc.
PO Box 58, Tocumwal NSW 2714,
03 58283169, 0407 855533.
Murray Valley Soaring Club Ltd
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646, 02 60335036.
Soaring Club Of Tasmania
34 Clinton Rd, Geilston Bay TAS 7015,
03 62437508.
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953, 0437 454986.
Sportaviation Pty Ltd
PO Box 44, Tocumwal NSW 2714,
03 90169144, 0427 534122.
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500,
03 50257335, 0409 016614.
Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah VIC 3594, 03 50376688.

Tumbarumba Gliding Club
C/o Judds Engineering P/L, PO Box 5283
Wagga NSW 2650, 02 69251642.
VMFG
GPO Box 1096J, Melbourne VIC 3001,
0438 355047.
Wagga Wagga Gliding Club
PO Box 613, Wagga Marketplace, Wagga Wagga
NSW 2650, 0427 205624, 0428 205624.
WA Gliding Association (WAGA)
716 Flight Australia Air Force Cadets
7 Wing HQ, RAAF Base Pearce WA 6084,
08 95717800.
Beverley Soaring Society
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304,
08 96451015, 0407 385361.
Gliding Club of WA
PO Box 6231, East Perth WA 6892,
08 92212164, 0417 992806 (weekend).
Morawa Gliding Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, 08 99723022.
Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312,
08 98811795, 0407 088314.
Stirlings Gliding Club
PO Box 2314, Bunbury WA 6230,
08 98429104, 0418 935461.

H G FA

All correspondence, including changes
of address, membership renewals, short
term memberships, rating forms and
other administrative matters should
be sent to:
HGFA National Office
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC
3041, ph: 03 93792155, fax: 03 93792177,
<office@hgfa.asn.au>.
HGFA General Manager
Chris Fogg, PO Box 258, Helensburgh
NSW 2508, ph/fax 02 4294 9300, 0417
766356, <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>.
Information about site ratings, sites and
other local matters, contact the appropriate
State associations, region or club.
Board Members
Pres: Andrew Polidano <Vice.President
@hgfa.asn.au 146 Stuart St, Mullumbimby
NSW 2482, 02 66843510, 0428 666843.
V-Pres: Hakim Mentes <Hakim.Mentes@
hgfa.asn.au>, 16/59 Riversdale Rd, Hawthorn
VIC 3122, 03 98187650 (h), 0412 617216.
Sec: Michael Zupanc <Secretary@hgfa.
asn.au>, PO Box 1093 Oxenford QLD 4210,
07 55461024, 0408 662328.
Trs: William Olive <Treasurer@hgfa.asn.
au>, 50 Park St, Charlestown NSW 2290,
02 49213804 (w).
Board Members:
Kathy Little <Kathy.Little@hgfa.asn.au>,
c
/o Post Office, York WA 6302, 08 9641
1418, 0438 054072.
Rohan Grant <Rohan.Grant@hgfa.asn.
au>, 188 Bathurst St, Hobart TAS 7000,
03 62311112.
Bill Moyes <Bill.Moyes@hgfa.asn.au>,
1144 Botany Road, Botany NSW 2019,
02 93164644 (w), 02 93897969 (h), Fax:
02 93168488.
Tove Heaney 14 White Av, Tocumwal NSW
2714, 041 9681212.
Microlight Public Relations
Paul Haines ph/fax: 02 42941031.
States & Regions
ACTHGPA
PO Box 3496, Manuka ACT 2603;Pres:
Steve Foggett 0417 313589, 02 62884351,
<steve.foggett@homemail.com.au>;Sec:
Mark Elston 0428 480820, 02 62655718,
<mark.elston@defence.gov.au>;Trs: Tony
Davidson 02 62392019, <td@silktel.com>;
Sites officer: Michael Porter, 0415 920444,
<michael.porter@jllrld.com.au>;Committee: Nicolas Siefken, Barry Oliver, Stephen
Harris;SSO: HG – Peter Dall, PG – Peter
Bowyer 0412 486114. Meetings: 1st Thu/
mth 7:30pm Yamba Sports Club, Phillip.
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Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Rick Williams
<rickwilliams@tpg.com.au>, V-Pres: Rob
Holmes <robnkath@westnet.com.au>,
HG Rep: Gavin Nicholls <gknichol@tpg.com.
au>, PG Rep: Gordon McCabe <sikacro@
yaahoo.com.au>, PM Rep:
Mark Wild <mark@gastech.com.au>,
ML Rep: Shaun Wallace <shaun@hangglide.
com.au>.
NSW Hang Gliding Association
Sec: Steve Hocking, 19 Gladswood Gardens,
Double Bay NSW 2028, ph/fax: 02 9327
4025, <nswhga@s054.aone.net.au>.
North Queensland HG Association
12 Van Eldik Ave, Andergrove QLD 4740;
Pres: Graham Lee;Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07
49552913, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>
Queensland HG Association
Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra
QLD 4275 07 38448566.
South Australian HG Association
1 Sturt St, Adelaide SA 5000, ph: 08
84101391, fax: 08 82117115;Pres: Stuart
McClure 08 82973452 (h), <stuart.mcclure@
csiro.au>;Sec: Mark Tyminski 0411 414 816,
<marknjan@senet.com.au>;Trs: Robert Woodward 08 82977532 (h), <rob_woodward@
ultimatepositioning.com>.
Tasmanian HG & PG Association
[www.thpa.net]. Pres: Rob Steane (Hobart PG
pilot), 0418 146137, <president@thpa.net>;
Sec/Trs: Stephen Clark (Hobart HG pilot), 0419
997550, <secretary@thpa.net>. Northern Tas
info: Richard Long (Burnie PG pilot), 0438
593998, <northern@thpa.net>.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 157 Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au/]. Pres: Glenn Bachelor 0419 324730
<President@VHPA.org.au>;Sec: Steve
Norman;Trs: Lisa Charleston;SSO: Rob Van
Der Klooster 03 52223019 (h). Site weatherboxes: Three Sisters 0409 864700, Buckland
Ridge 0407 356295, Mt Buffalo 03 57501515,
Ben More 0417 112062.
Clubs
NATIONAL
The Pico Club Incorporated
62 Anderson St East Geelong VIC 3219,
[www.thepico.com.au/]. Pres: Andrew Shipley
0407 511451, <andrewshipley@netspace.net.
au>;Sec: Andrew McCarthy 0438 062596,
<amccart4@tpg.com.au>.
NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[www.bmhgc.org.au]. Pres: Neil Evans 02
47878027, <dream2@tpq.com.au>;Sec:
Andrew Paterson, 02 96395461, 0425 305984,
<apaterso@bhsc.nsw.gov.au>;Trs: Allan Bush
02 47738037, <fairallan@pnc.com.au>;Newsletter: Paul Hunt 02 96997720, 0404 851876,
<huntp@ozemail.com.au>;Comps: Alan Bond
02 98995351, 0408 470544, <skybond@
primus.com.au>;SOs: Allan Bush, Paul Hunt.
Meetings: With Club Comp round last Sun/mth
or contact above committee members.
Central Coast Sky Surfers
PO Box 200, Woy Woy NSW 2256, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres/SO: Javier
Alvarez 0418 116681 <javier@myreal
box.com>;V-Pres: Jeff Terry 0416 291545
<jeff@survivalsolutions.com.au>;Trs: Anthony
Scurrah 0427 000410 <anthony_scurrah@
yahoo.com.au>;Sec/Web: Martin Haig 0403
276227 <mhaig@dataweb.com.au>;SSOs:
Maderson Ford 0416 002244;Paul Cox 0417
355897;Tony Barton 0412 607815. Meetings:
1st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club,
Ilya Ave, Erina.
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>;Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746,
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>;Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444;SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.
Hunter Skysailors
Pres: David Holgate 0410 112381, <david
holgate@hotmail.com>;V-Pres: Meg Butler
0408 446358;SSO: James Thompson 0418
686199, <james.b.t@hunterlink.net.au>. Meetings: last Tue/mth 7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.
Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
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Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1@
bigpond.com>;Sec: John Parsons;SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.
Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc];Pres: James
Ryrie 02 62359120, <rymicalago@netspeed.
com.au>;V-Pres: Andy Abbott 0419 897005,
<andy@ali-oup.com>;Sec: Mark Mourant
02 48464144, <talect@ispdr.net.au>.
Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness
02 67856545, <skygodfrey@aol.com>, V-Pres:
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.com>,
Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmail.com>, SSO
(HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484 <patrick.
lenders@gmail.com>, SSO (Trike): Willi Ewig
02 6769 7771 <skyranch@gmx.net>.
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597, <lelean@
smartchat.net.au>;SSO: Jason Turner 0419
997196, <jasonflys@hotmail.com>.
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292;[www.
nhgc.asn.au], <fly@nhgc.asn.au>. Pres:
Matthew Clarke 0419 908283, <penders@
nobbys.net.au>;V-Pres: Matt Olive 02
49436791;Sec: Simon Plint 0407 613701,
<SimonPlint@newcastle.edu.au>;Trs: Monica
Barrett 0425 847207;SSOs: Tony Barton
(coastal) 0412 607815, Scott Barret 0425
847208 <inlandsso@nhgc.asn.au>, James
Thompson (PG) 0418 686199;Newsletter:
David Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/mth
7:30pm South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn
St, Merewether.
Northern Beaches HG Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103. Pres:
Hugh Zions 0412 246 100 <hzions@optusnet.
com.au>;V-Pres: Douglas Sole <dougsole@
optusnet.com.au>;CEO: Marika Martinez
<marika_libra@hotmail.com>;Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696 677 <dalexander@med.usyd.
edu.au>;Trs: Alan Taylor <alan@cmphome.
com>;SSO: Glen Salmon 02 99180091 (HG);
Wayne Fitzgerald (HG/PG) 02 99827094.
Meetings: 1st Tue/mth, 7pm, Mona Vale
Bowling Club.
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay, NSW, 2481 [www.
nrhgpgc.com]. Pres: Maggie Clark 0409
611845, <mclark@versa.com.au>;Sec: Ashley
Wilmott 0428 560248, <awilmott@bigpond.
net.au>;SSOs: Lindsay Wootten 0427 210993,
<lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>;Cedar
Andersen 0429 070380, <cedar@poliglide.
com>. Meetings: 1st Tue/mth, 7pm, Byron
Services Club.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508;Pres:
Peter Wennersten 0414 333393, <president@
flystanwell.com>;Sec: Mark Mitsos 0408
864083, <secretary@flystanwell.com>;Trs:
Adrian Le Gras 0400 002281, <treasurer@
flystanwell.com>;M/ship: Robert Seckold
<membership@flystanwell.com>;SSO: Mark
Mitsos 0408 864083, <SSO@flystanwell.com>.
Sydney Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Bruce Wynne 0417 467695, <bwynne@
bigpond.net.au>;Trs: John Selby 02 9344
7932, <johnselby@idx.com.au>;Sec: Steve
Hocking 02 93274025, <nswhga@s054.aone.
net.au>;SOs: Bruce Wynne, Doug Sole;SSO:
Ken Stothard. Meetings: Monthly 7:30pm
Endeavour Hotel, Botany.
NORTHERN TERRITORY
Alice Springs HG and PG Club
Pres: Ricky Jones 08 89551088, 0402 805099,
<rjo87345@bigpond.net.au>. Please contact
for paramotoring, PG ridge soaring and thermal flying.
QUEENSLAND
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>;Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254,
<crezzi@lineone.net>;SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Bob Hayes, 0418 963796;V-Pres: Joe
Reyes 07 40555553 <rohayes@optusnet.com.
au>;Sec: Lance Keough 07 40912117, Trs:
Nev Akers 07 4053258631;SSO: Ian Graham
07 40915466.

ALL CLUBS PLEASE CHECK DETAILS IN THIS SECTION CAREFULLY
Could all Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details of their Executive
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attention is directed to the listing of
SSOs and SOs for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior SOs and SOs confirm
ALL SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that
those holding these appointments have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive
notices and correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to be
endorsed by Clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if confirmation
is not received, those listed in the Database where no current forms or confirmation is held,
the appointment will be taken as having expired.
General Manager, HGFA
Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275;[www.
chgc.asn.au]. Pres: Peter Smart <president@
chgc.asn.au>;V-Pres: Martin Nightingale
<vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>;Trs: Cameron
McNeil <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>;Sec/Ed:
Susan Nightingale;Gen-Exec: Greg Hollands
gem@chg.asn.au>;Editor: Susan Nightingale
<newsletter@chgc.asn.au>;SSO PG: Phil
Hystek 07 55434000 (h), 0418 155317,
<sso@chgc.asn.au>;SSO (HG): Ken Hill 0418
188655, <sso@chgc.asn.au>.
Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
‘The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>;Sec:
James Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.
edu.au>;Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699,
<jaw12@bigpond.com>;Events: Jon Wall
0427 177237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.
telstra.com>;SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187,
07 49387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07
49922865, <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.
Conondale Cross-Country Flyers Inc.
[www.entrypoint.to/conondale-x-countryflyers]. Pres: Graham Sutherland 0429
935882;Sec: Denis Davis 0403 349344;Trs:
Steve Stocker 0411 226733;SSO (PG/PPG)
Graham Sutherland 0429 935882, (MHG)
Frank Fontaine 0408 556113.
Dalby Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 107, Dalby QLD 4405;[www.hgfa.asn.
au/-dhgc]. Pres: Jason “Yoda” Reid 0424 293
922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>;Trs: Cameron
McNeil 0419 70326, <cameron.mcneill@
accenture.com>;Sec : Annie Crerar <bruce.
annie@bigpond.com>;SO: Daron “Boof”
Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@aclad.com.au>.
Fly Killarney Inc.
PO Box 70, Killarney QLD 4373. Pres: Andrew
Horchner 0427 807516;V-Pres: Matt Cooper
0414 318144;PR/Site contact: Wendy
Mugridge 0418 807516.
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 07 54554661 (h);Sec/
SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille, 0418 754157,
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com.au>;Trs:
Gary Allan 0417 756878;SSO: David Cookman (HG) 07 54498573;Jonathan Allen,
0438 107518.
Whitsundays HG Club
Contact: Henryk Wojcik 07 49550253 (h),
0403 715962, <hmwoj53@bigpond.net.au>;
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.
TASMANIA
Tasmanian HG&PG Ass. (see States & Regions)
VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>;Pres: Dale
Appleton 0408 382635;SSO: Rob van der
Klooster 0408 335559. Meetings: 1st Fri/mth,
venue see [www.hgfa.asn.au/~dyna].
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 8057, Camberwell North VIC 3124;
[www.hgfa.asn.au/~melbourne/], <melbourne
@hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Patrick Honey 0412
454771, <honconstruction@optusnet.
com.au>;Sec: Hughbert Alexander 0417
355578, <halexander@mfbb.vic.gov.au>;
Trs: Greg Stroot 0402 473113, <gregstroot@
bluereef.com.au>;Committee: Rob Wenban
0408 179940, <robwenban@connexus.net.
au>;Steven Ross 0410 600595, <moby@
pchelpathome.com.au>. Meetings: 3rd
Wed/mth 6:30pm Palace Hotel, 893 Burke Rd,
Camberwell.
North East Victorian Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Karl Texler 0428 385144, <president@
nevhgc.net>;Sec: Ed Barber 0417 030042,
<secretary@nevhgc.net>;Trs: Tony Kenney
0412 238039, <treasurer@nevhgc.
net>;M/ship: Rod Oldfield 0412 922669,
<membership@nevhgc.net>;SSO/Comps:

Karl Texler 0428 385144, <brightvt@netc.net.
au>;SSO/Comms: Brian Webb 0417 530972;
Meetings: [www.hgfa.asn.au/~nevhgc/].
Sky High Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org];Pres: Malcolm
Marker <pres@skyhighparagliding.org>;VPres: Zoltan Toth <tres@skyhighparagliding.
org>;Trs: Peter Allen <tres@skyhighparaglid
ing.org>;Sec:Leanne Kennedy <sec@skyhigh
paragliding.org>;Novice Rep: Lauren <nov@
skyhighparagliding.org>;Web: Ron Campbell
<wm@skyhighparagliding.org>;APN: Julie
Sheard <ed@skyhighparagliding.org>;Colin
Jeffery <safety@skyhighparagliding.org>.
Meetings: 1st Wed/mth 8pm Retreat Hotel,
226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
Southern Microlight Club
[http://home.vicnet.net.au/~stclub/]. Pres:
Mark Andrews 03 95988708 (h);V-Pres: Mark
Howard 03 9751 1480 (h);Sec: David Jacka
03 94866996 (h), 0409 866996. Newsletter:
Dianne Pierpoint <di@punkinheadair.com.
au>. Meetings: 2nd Tue/mth 8pm Manningham Club, 1 Thompsons Rd, Bulleen.
Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.WVHGC.
com]. Pres: Mark O’Keefe;V-Pres: Glenn
Bachelor 0419 324730 <VicePresident@
WVHGC>;Trs: Richard Carstairs;Sec:
Will Faulkner;SSO: Rohan Holtkamp;Site
Development: Steve Norman and Andy
Stevens;Web: Damien Georgiou;Newsletter:
Steve Norman. Meetings: First Wed/month
at Richard’s place, Glenroy.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany HG & PG Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
334 Belmont Ave Kewdale WA 6105. Messagebank 08 94875253;Pres: Nigel Sparg,
<president@cloudbase.asn.au>, 0427
476629;V-Pres: Mark Wild, <vice_president@
cloudbase.asn.au>, 0411 423923;Trs: Colin
Brown, <treasurer@cloudbase.asn.au>, 0407
700378;Sec: Lachlan Byrd, <secretary@
cloudbase.asn.au>, 0439 922510;Committee
<committee@cloudbase.asn.au>: Mike
Allen 0408 947048;Gordon McCabe 0407
776462;Alain Latino 0408 099679;SSO:
Gordon McCabe;SO: Mark Wild, Nigel Sparg.
Meetings: 2nd Tue/mth, 7:30pm, The Windsor
Hotel, 112 Mill Point Rd.
Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
9 Broadarrow Rd, Kalgoorlie WA 6430. Pres:
Richard Breyley 0417 986896 <richard.
breyley@kbrl.com.au>;Sec: Andrew Talmage
0413 992960 <jodandrew@bigpond.com>;
SSO/Trs: Mark Stokoe 08 90911297 <Mark.
Stokoe@health.wa.gov.au>.
Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillfly@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick Williams
0427 057961;Sec/SSO: Gary Bennet 0412
611680;SSO: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386,
Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, Dave Longman
08 93859469. Meetings held on site during
club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.
Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362;V-Pres: Keith
Mell 08 97971269;Sec: Paul Coffey 0428
504285;CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 949004.
Western Soarers
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box 483, Mt
Hawthorn WA 6915. Pres: Sun Nickerson
0401 135042, <sun.nickerson@iinet.net.au>;
V-Pres: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386, <gavin.
nicholls@defence.gov.au>;Sec/Trs: Mirek
Generowicz 0427 778280, <mgenerow@
optusnet.com.au>;Equipment: Shaun Wallace
0411 885178, <shaun@hangglide.com.au>;
SSOs: Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls & Rick
Williams. Meetings: 2nd Tue/month with
Cloudbase PG club. Times and dates will be
published at [www.westernsoarers.com].
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HGFA General Manager’s Report
APEC Meeting Airspace
The Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation Economic
Leaders week will be held in Sydney from 30
August to 10 September 2007. During this time
security will be very strict and includes a requirement for all aircraft planning to operate within
45nm of Sydney Kingsford-Smith airport below
FL280 to have obtained special approval to do so.
This does not exclude our HG, PG or WM type
of operations. Pilots wanting to fly in this area
during this period are required to gain permissions
from <HQ41WG.Watchkeeper@defence.gov.au>.
Pilots are reminded that extra police and
military aircraft will be on patrol during this time
and there is potential for severe fines and possible imprisonment for breaches of the designated
airspace during this event.
I have been in contact with the project officers overseeing civil aviation compliance to the
event and anticipate we will be able to establish
a protocol allowing hang gliding and paragliding
operations at our normal sites without impact, and
WM training operations can be applied for through
my office prior to the conference date. Information
regarding the APEC airspace will be posted to the
HGFA website as soon as we get response from the
project leader regarding our requests.

D-Bag – Australian First
On Monday, 28 May 2007, Andrew Polidano
and Cedar Anderson of Polyglide Flight School
became the first two Australians to successfully
perform a D-Bag operation dropping from a balloon within Australia.
Andrew has led the development of D-Bag
deployment for paragliders in Australia, assisted
from overseas experienced acro pilot, Mendo Veljanovski, and local balloon operators, including
Chris Dewhurst and Jake Whitfield.
Throughout this development Andrew has
maintained close communications with HGFA,
CASA, the Ballooning Federation and the Parachute
Federation. The latter organisations have followed
the development with interest, seeing opportunity
for cross-organisational sport involvement in future
operations. It is hoped this will develop a niche in
the display arena and possibly lead toward holding
an acro event in Australia. A growing number of
pilots in Australia want to become more active in
acro flying. D-Bag deployments offer these pilots a
means of operating in calm morning air away from
hill launch complications.
Andrew has documented the operations to
date on film, with intention to provide the best
possible training video once the procedures for
ongoing operations have been finalised.

Competitions Committee Meeting
The Competition Committee met at the end of
May to organise the comp calendar for 2007/08
and to discuss current issues within the competition arena. Current representatives on this committee are: Len Paton, Tim Cummings, Cameron
42 Soaring Australia

Turnbridge, Geoff Wong, Rod Merigan. A number
of important appointments within the committee
were made, including the following:
Minute secretary
Tim Cummings
Competitions Committee convener
Len Paton
Competitions Manual editor
Len Paton
Competition Organisers Handbook editor
Geoff Wong
CIVL Delegate
Tim Cummings
CIVL Delegate Reserve
Heather Mull
(to be confirmed with Heather)
Hang Gliding Ladder editor
Cameron Tunbridge
Paragliding Ladder editor
Geoff Wong
Trophies Officer
Cameron Tunbridge
HG Competition Calendar
Coordinator
Cameron Tunbridge
PG Competition Calendar Coordinator Rod Merigan

Competitions are an important aspect of
our sport. Members are encouraged to become
involved in the organisation and support of these
competitions for the ongoing tradition of these
events. Competitions are sanctioned by the Comp
Committee in accordance with FAI rules. The
following sanction types are available to competitions within Australia:
AAA
AA
A
B
C184
C100
Cat2

450 ladder points (includes Cat2 sanction)
360 ladder points (includes Cat2 sanction)
288 ladder points;
230 ladder points
184 ladder points
100 ladder points
CIVL Category 2 competition for WPRS
(World Pilot Rankings)

Sadly this year, no ‘A’ sanctions were applied
for. These could be club type competitions which
give local pilots a chance to engage in comp flying. We also do not have any weightshift microlight competitions within Australia.
There is a great potential for WM competition, but to date no one has championed the
cause. Cameron Turnbridge would like to hear
from any WM pilot interested in assisting to
stage a competition with these aircraft. Competition for these aircraft (which include powered
versions of HG and PG) fall under FAI Sporting
Code Section 10 (see FAI website for details).
Minutes from the comp meeting will be
posted on the web as soon as finalised.

Board Nominations
The two-year term of the current Board is in its final
stretch and it’s time to start the cycle of nominations and voting for the 2008-2010 Board positions.
Being a Board member does require an extra
dedication of personal time and a different kind
of commitment to the sport. The reward is being
part of establishing and supporting the direction
of the organisation, its members and contributing
to the sport’s development as a whole.
Please look for the nomination form included
in this issue of the magazine. Think of what you
could offer in terms of financial, operational,
organisational and developmental support
through a position on the Board. Nominations
should be into the HGFA Office no later than Friday, 10 August, to ensure there is time to collate
nominations for publication in the September

• • • • • • • • •

issue. The issue will then be posted out with a
ballot paper, listing all received nominations.
There are eight Board positions. Ideally it
would be beneficial to have a representative
from each of the States. I urge you to consider
yourself for nomination and step up to assist the
governance of this organisation.

Wayne Blackmore – HGFA History
Late in May I received an email through the
South Australian HGPG Association’s Yahoo
group with the title: ‘Wayne Blackmore – 30th
Anniversary’. The email was accompanied by a
photo and article attachment.
Like many of us, I knew nothing of the
person who, upon reading the article, I found to
have been so instrumental to our sporting history. In an amazing coincidence, only a few days
later I was at the Airborne factory in Redrocks
discussing finance plans with other Board members, when I saw a large framed photo against
the wall with small plaques embedded along
its top edge. When Rick Duncan entered the
room where our meeting was held, he informed
me that he had only recently found the framed
picture in a storage archive. The frame was a
dedicated trophy, presented during the annual
National competition to a winning State team
(similar to a State of Origin sub-comp).
There had always been some dispute as to
how the points for judging the winning team
should be awarded – whether it be the top two,
or three, or four pilots points. It would seem the
award eventually slipped into the too hard basket and faded from memory.
Wayne was the founding member of the
SAHGA and in 1977 became president of TASSA
(The Australian Self Soaring Association). In 1978
Wayne was elected as the inaugural president of
the HGFA. He became a paraplegic before learning to hang glide, yet he charted some of the
first historical flights in Australia, such as double
crossing South Australia’s Rapid Bay – a feat that
has seldom been mirrored since.
Wayne was instrumental in securing ongoing flying privileges for all hang gliders when he
submitted a presentation to the then Department
of Transport in 1977. The dedicated award is now
back with the HGFA and it would be a fitting
tribute to Wayne Blackmore to reinstate it for
some ongoing comp or achievement award.

Non Certificated Members
Following some screening of the HGFA membership database, it is noticeable that some members are missing pilot certificate ratings. This may
be due to pilots taking up residency from overseas or transition errors when migrating member
details from the old database to the current one.
If you have been issued a member card without
your pilot rating printed on the card, you should
contact the HGFA Office.
July 2007
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Evidence of pilot certificate attainment may
need to be provided, but this should be fairly
easy, especially if you have attained your certification here in Australia.
In the absence of such evidence we can
work through a check flight and flight theory
exam to re-establish your appropriate certification. Members who are not able to show a pilot
certification from their membership card may
find themselves unable to fly at sites where they
are required to present their card for inspection.
Likewise this is the case for members who have
not updated their ratings since first achieving a
restricted pilot certification or intermediate certification. A recent fly-in at Tumut saw a number
of pilots who had lots of hours of flying time
restricted from flying an advanced site.

Date

Location

All members are encouraged to advance
their ratings as they gain more flight experience
and thereby update their theory knowledge.

New Instructors
It is with great pleasure that I welcome the
following to our instructor pool:
Curtis Warren – CFI and new flight training
facility at Stanwell Park. Curt is a wellknown
and respected HG pilot, having competed in the
Australian and US comp circuits for many years.
Curt covered his apprenticeship through Sydney
Hang Gliding with Chris Boyce, Peter Aitken of
Proflyte in Byron Bay and more recently with
Dynamic Flight under Rohan Holtkamp. Curt will
be looking to include pilot perfection clinics and
aerotow operations around the Sydney environs.
Curt is also undertaking an apprenticeship in WM.
Jon Newell – WM Flight Instructor. Jon has been

training under John Oliver at Point Cook, Victoria.
Together with John Oliver, Jon has developed
a substantial training manual for WM students
and training WM flight instructors. The manual
will likely become a valuable resource for HGFA
WM instruction.
William James – WM FEI under Mark
Hetherington at Hervey Bay, Queensland.

Accidents And Incidents
The following table provides a listing of the
reported accidents from January 2007 through
to May 2007.
H GFA GE NE RAL M ANAGER

Chris Fogg
PO Box 258, Helensburgh NSW 2508
Ph/fax: 02 4294 9300, mob: 0417 766356
Email <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>

Aircraft Accident
Type
Brief

Pilot
Injury

Passenger
Injury

Pilot In Command
Experience

Aircraft
Damage

Training
Operation

14/01/2007 Corryong, NSW

HG

Nil

Intermediate

Broken upright

No

21/01/2007 Killarney, QLD

PG

Fractured arm,
lacerations
Compressed
vertebrae
Nil

Nil

Intermediate

Nil

No

Nil
Nil

Restricted (on tour
with instructor)
Advanced

Torn wing caught No
in trees
Nil
No

Nil

Comp pilot

Broken keel,
total damage

Nil

Intermediate

Nil

Intermediate

Upright and base No
tube broken
Total destroyed No

Nil
Nil

Comp pilot
Restrictred

Total destroyed
Nil

No
No

Nil
Nil

Comp pilot
Student

Nil

No
Yes

Nil
Nil

Comp pilot
Intermediate

Nil
Nil

No
No

Nil
Nil

Comp pilot
Comp pilot

Nil
Nil

No
No

Nil

Intermediate

Nil

No

Severe laceration Instructor
to buttock
Nil
Intermediate

Nil

Yes
No

No

Failed landing in XC while
avoiding powerlines
Collapsed wing just after launch

23/01/2007 Mt Tamborine, QLD PG

Flew into tree just after launching

31/01/2007 Killarney, QLD

PG

Collapsed wing just after launch

4/02/2007

Forbes, NSW

HG

4/02/2007

Beechmont, QLD

HG

12/02/2007 Skenes Creek, VIC

HG

16/02/2007 Manilla, NSW
18/02/2007 Warriewood, NSW

PG
PG

2/03/2007
2/03/2007

Manilla, NSW
Beechmont, QLD

PG
HG

4/03/2007
4/03/2007

Manilla, NSW
Manilla, NSW

PG
PG

7/03/2007
7/03/2007

Manilla, NSW
Manilla, NSW

PG
PG

7/03/2007

Manilla, NSW

PG

11/03/2007 Laurieton, NSW

PG

21/03/2007 Inland paddock, QLD PPG

Bruising to
leg and hip
Tumbled glider during flight, glider Fatal
broke up, reserve parachute tore
away from harness
Failed landing during XC flight
Bruising and
laceration to leg
Flying in front of coastal wave
Nil
cloud, lost bearing to shore, landed
in water 1.5km from shore
Cloud Suck. Lightning strike
Fatal
Landing on rock shelf due to error Minor abrasisons
in judgement for height to Normal LZ
Spiral over landing area. Wing stall Fractured Pelvis
Miscalculated landing
Severe sprain
to ankle
Mid-air collision
Nil
Sudden collapse when flying close Fractured
to hill
vertebrae
Mid-air collision
Nil
Mid-air collision
Fractured
vertebrae
Stall near ground
Fractured pelvis
and foot
Tandem operation. Launch phase
Nil

22/03/2007 Manilla, NSW
PG
23/03/2007 Inland paddock, NSW PHG

Powered paraglider downwind
landing in moderate breeze
Suicide
Powered hang glider, failed launch

28/03/2007 Beechmont, QLD

PG

Attempting to top land

6/04/2007

Manilla, NSW

PG

Wing collapse while landing

6/04/2007

Manilla, NSW

PG

6/04/2007

Teewah, QLD

HG

7/04/2007

Manilla, NSW

PG

Flew into tree when attempting
top landing
Failed landing following weak-link
break during tow operation
Wing collapse flying lee
of launch area
Failed landing during XC flight

15/04/2007 Escarpment, NSW

WM

26/04/2007 Teewah, QLD

PPG

6/05/2007

Stockton Beach, NSW WM

11/05/2007 Sublime Pt, NSW

HG

17/05/2007 Rainbow Beach, QLD PG
30/05/2007 Mt Sugarloaf, NSW HG

July 2007

Fractured
ankle
Fatal
Severe abrasions
to arm and chest
Compressed
vertebrae
Fractured pelvis
and ribs
Fractured
foot
Dislocated
ankle
Nil

No

Nil
Nil

Advanced
intermediate

Nil

Advanced

Minor line
damage
Nil
Leading edge
and wing tear
Nil

Nil

Restricted

Nil

No

Nil

Restricted

Nil

No

Nil

Student

Bent upright

Yes

Nil

Intermediate

Nil

Nil

20 hours

Attempting to get into harness
too close to ground, torque effect
steered into dunes
Low flying over dunes and water
pools, caught wheels in water
Failed launch

Nil

Nil

restricted

Torn wing caught
in trees
No
Major body frame No
distortion
Propeller damage No

Nil

Nil

200 hours

Concussion

Nil

Instructor

Flew into tree while attempting
to soar ridgeline
Failed launch

Compressed
vertebrae
Fatal

Nil

Student

Nil

Advanced

Broken leading
edge
Torn wing caught
in trees
Minor line
damage
Leading edge
and wing tear
Soaring Australia
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No

No
No
Yes
No
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GFA Executive Officer’s Report

Autumn Is With Us
This month’s picture is from Mike Yankee on
an autumn day tending to overdevelopment. A
combination of farmers’ burning off and sun on
the edge of the cloud produced this interesting
effect. There is still usually a good couple of hours
soaring available each day if you pick your time to
launch, but it is almost Form 2 inspection time.

CASA Issues
Regulatory Review
Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) Part
103 and Part 149 are expected to be issued by
now with a joint close off date for comment. See
[http://rrp.casa.gov.au/download/07_nprm.asp].
It is important that GFA members understand
that they should make individual responses to
the NPRMs to aid their passage into legislation.
A briefing is to be placed on the GFA
website to assist members in the submission
of their responses.
New Airspace Head
CASA has appointed the head of the new
Office of Airspace Regulation.
Peter Cromarty, who has more than 30 years
experience in international aviation, has worked
as an air traffic controller, an air traffic services’
manager and as a pilot in the United Kingdom,
the United States and the Middle East.
He will head a team of 10 airspace specialists who will make up the new Office of Airspace
Regulation.
The Office of Airspace Regulation is being
set up to take over responsibilities for regulating
airspace from Airservices Australia. The Federal
Government decided to move the functions from
Airservices Australia to avoid any perception of
a conflict of interest between airspace service
delivery and airspace regulation.
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The new Office will be operational from
1 July 2007 and will be based in Canberra. It will
have the decisionmaking powers for regulating
civil airspace.
(From CASA media release, 10 May 2007)

GFA Business Plan
The new version adopted by the Board in April
is now posted on the website [www.gfa.org.
au/Docs/gfainfo/GFABusinessPlan.pdf].
A précis is published in this edition of
the magazine.
The next version is already being worked on
by a Small Action Group (SAG) appointed by the
GFA President to incorporate new input from the
Sports and Development Committee. That is to be
presented to the Board later in 2007, in time to
be considered prior to the next round of Budgeting activity to set the 2008/09 Budget.
Any input or questions will be welcome
and should be directed to the Executive Officer,
department heads, or Regional Board Members.

GFA Member Protection Policy
A reminder that the title ‘Member Protection’ encompasses Child Protection, Sexual Harassment, (General) Harassment and Discrimination legislation.
This issue has been onerous to complete
because of the differing legislation in each state,
however, GFA is now compliant in this regard with
our responsibilities as a ‘National Sports Organisation’ under the Australian Sports Commission.
The adopted GFA policy should (finally!)
be on the GFA website by the time you read
this;members should take particular note of
the ‘Codes of Conduct’ now required from the
membership on Page 5 and Pages 47-52 of the
Member Protection Policy [www.gfa.org.au/Docs]
under GFA Policies.

• • • • • • • • •

Clubs and State Associations are recommended to address the requirements of the
Policy by 31 December 2007, but some state legislation already requires some action to be taken
sooner than that. The policy lists and describes
each state’s legislative requirements. The help of
the Ethics Section of the Australian Sports Commission is gratefully acknowledged.
Anyone interested in finding out more about
their state’s Member Protection legislation can
get free online training from the ‘Play-by-theRules’ website at [www.playbytherules.net.au].
That Website is supported by the Australian,
State and Territory Governments.

Meeting Fixtures
All the meetings in June and September 2007
are to be held in Melbourne.
June 2007
The Operations Panel is having its annual meeting on the weekend of the 9th to 11th.
The GFA Executive Committee has a very
busy meeting scheduled for 16th to 17th.
The Sporting Committee will then have their
Coaches meeting on 23rd to 24th.
Some voluntary officers will be attending
two or all three weekends, a generous donation
of their time to the sport.
Watch the Meeting Minutes on the GFA
website for what happened.
September 2007
The Sports Committee will be meeting on 7 September, the GFA AGM/Seminar is being hosted by
VSA on the 8th, Annual Board Meeting on the 9th
and the GFA Executive on the 10th to start actioning items coming out of the preceding meetings.
GFA EXECUT IVE OFFICER

John Welsh
10 Merton Road, Roleystone WA 6111
Email: <EO@sec.gfa.org.au>
Blog: [www.arach.net.au/~jwelsh/Blog.htm]
Mobile: 041 794 5981 (Next G)
July 2007
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Insurance Corner
Future GFA AGM/Seminars
SAGA has offered to host the 2008 AGM/Seminar
in Adelaide.
NSWGA has been asked to consider hosting
the 2009 AGM/Seminar in Sydney.
Vintage gliders have been defined in the following terms:
• Wooden and Steel tube/fabric designed prior
to 1965.
• All metal prior to 1955
• Rare or significant gliders (as agreed by the
Vintage Glider Association)
• All out of production
• Examples of the make, model and construction of the various gliders.
• Schneider – Boomerang, Kingfisher,
Kookaburra, Ka6CR (all wood)
• Slingsby – T21, Dart, Skylark 4 (all wood)
• Schleicher – K2, K4, K6, K8.(Mixed
wood/steel tub/fabric)
• Chiltern Olympia (wood), Elliot Eon Baby
(wood/fabric), Maupin Woodstock (wood)
• Vintage Gliders as above qualify for a GFA
airworthiness concession fee on the basis
that the glider is only flown at the annual

Classifieds

Cherokee 'GLUe' looks on to the flock of assembled
Kookaburras at the Wagga Wagga Gliding Club’s ‘Kookaburra
Konvention’ at Lockhart gliding field, 14 and 15 April 2007

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

G FA
NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTISERS
All advertisements and payment can be sent to:
The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041
Ph: 03 9379 7411, Fax: 03 9379 5519
Email: <Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au>
Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution
(300dpi at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats.
Photographs may be provided in either photo print
or slides. Low resolution digitals are not suitable.
Photographs, slides or disks may be returned. Please
include a self-addressed and stamped envelope
for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or
credit card). Don’t forget Classifieds deadline is the
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence.

Single-seater Sailplanes
ASW 15 VH-GYU, approximately 3600 hrs for 3100
launches. Enclosed trailer & tow-out gear. Basic instruments, plus 360ch Dittel radio, boom mic & choice of
Zander SR820 or Borgelt B21, 24, 25 system. $13000
ono. Ph: 08 82813350 or 0448 676499.
Astir CS77 VH-IKE. 1918 hrs, very good cond, trailer,
based at Corowa $180000. Ph: Ross 0427 547706.
DG 101G VH-GLK. Beautiful aircraft, Xcom radio,
new water bags, double battery, B10, upholstery
replaced March 2007, current Form 2 by TJ
Sailplanes. CG balanced for heavier pilots! Clam
July 2007

vintage rally (six-day event) and no more
than an additional nine days in any one year.
OAMPS has been in discussion with QBE for
some time now regarding setting a schedule of
rates for Vintage glider owners. It has been quite
difficult to come to an agreement on equitable
premium rates given the large variation of types,
insured values and hours flown.
OAMPS has now negotiated an attractive
solution for the vintage glider owners. QBE has
agreed to insure vintage gliders based on a
20% discount on the standard hull and liability
rates. The discount of 20% was struck based on
the fact that while vintage gliders are generally flown for less hours than a standard glider,
they also are generally more expensive and time
consuming to repair in the event of an accident.
The 20% discount will be on top of the 7.5%
discount already agreed for individual owners so
in effect the rates are discounted by 27.5% over
the current prices.
It is hoped that this is a good option for vintage glider owners and OAMPS looks forward to
providing some quotes for the owners over the
next months.
Keep Looking and Keep it Safe,

trailer in excellent cond, new tyres, wheel bearings,
lighting harness & plywood floor. Trailer resprayed
with PU paint. Very easy rig, de-rig. $25000. Also
available: National parachute 470, 18 mths old
$1500, Scotts oxygen cylinder, $300. Ph: Michael
Moore 0411 870070 or 02 88147069 (evenings).
Discus A VH-GLE ‘D1’, 2300 hrs, 650 flights.
Winglets, tail tank, rudder extension, rounded
airbrake caps, polyurethane finish. Basic instruments
plus Cambridge S-Nav & GPS-Nav, PDA wiring/
mount, fast Winter (1.8sec) mech, Dittel 720ch radio.
Tilting panel, modified seat pan. Enclosed metal
trailer, electric brakes. Always hangared. Numerous
800 & 900km flights, current Australian record
holder Std Distance to Goal 1003km. Price neg. Ph:
Bruce 0428 963303 or <discusdriver@gmail.com>.
Hornet 206 VH-GAU. Based at Gawler and is partly
rebuilt. Sale includes a radio, some instruments
& a trailer. Offers to John Nicholls 0412 383793.
Jantar STD SZD41a, 800hrs total, nil accidents,
Pollard trailer, tow-out gear, full covers, 720ch radio,
S-Nav coupled to logger/GPS. Ph: Colin 03 98488189.
Must Sell: DG100 and Nimbus 2. Each with trailer,
tow-out gear, chute & hangar space at Boonah.
Ph: 07 38122029, 0408 195337 or <maddogs1@
optusnet.com.au>.
To allow for fleet upgrade, Waikerie Gliding
Club offers for sale:
1 Hornet (GMU approx. 4300 hrs). B20-21-24
system, Microair radio, Mosquito canopy mod,
c/w trailer, tow-out gear. $18000. Offers considered.
Ph: John Hudson 08 82725929.

IS 29D2
Low hours. Basic instruments with electric vario.
Closed in trailer. Licensed WA. Needs Form 2,
$12000 ono. Ph: 0418 939967 or
<rickpederick@westnet.com.au>.
World Class PW5 sailplane VH-GLN, ser.no. 17.
05.001. Only 95 hrs TT since new! Instrumentation:
Altimeter PW-12-K, variometer WRm-10-FK, variometer WRs-5D-GK, compensator KWEC-2, airspeed
indicator PR-250S-GK, electric turn indicator EZS-4K, compass KI-13-A-K, VHF Walter Dittel transceiver
FSG70 with a boom microphone. Also included:
camera mount, parachute SK-94. $19999 for quick
sale. Ph: 02 62570501, 0400 570502 or <antek.
skotnicki@actewagl.net.au>.

Two-seater Sailplanes
DG-505 Elan Orion VH-GER. 300 hrs only.
17.2m/18m/20m winglets with anticollision
painting red. Full factory competition sealing,tinted
canopy, solar, ELT, Becker radio, full Filser & Winter
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instruments both seats, all tow-out gear, stand,
full waterproof Jaxida covers, Cobra trailer, plus
two many other things to list. Ph: 0400 043569 or
<wings_aust@yahoo.com>.
Must Sell: Grob 103 Acro. Completely re-furbished.
Also G103 project & trailer. Any reasonable offer
seriously considered. Ph: 07 38122029, 0408
195337 or <maddogs1@optusnet.com.au>.

Powered Aircraft/Tugs
Ash 26E, excellent cond, low hrs, many extras, POA.
Ph: 03 58821132.
Pawnee 160hp, excellent cond, all ADs done. Used
only for glider towing in last 30 years. TT 6612, ETR
1201, PTR 1201. $40000. Ph: Leon 0427 600141 or
David 0417 890215.

Self-launchers

SF 25 C 1976 Limbach L 2000
450 hrs before overhaul.
Fully refinished in 2001, $65000, flown daily.
SF 25 D 1968 Limbach L 1700, zero hrs! Fully refinished in 2006, transponder, very nice, $52 000,
flown daily. Ph: JB 0423 787398 (Byron Bay).

General
Aeromarket free online classifieds advertisements
incl. photos for all aircraft, parts & spares. Sell your
glider, clean out your workshop or place a wanted ad
for that part you’ve been chasing. No cost to private
individuals for ads [www.aeromarket.com.au].
For Sale: ‘T’ Hangar, Camden Airport. New Ground
Lease available, suit 18m Glider. Contact: Neville
Page 0419 653380.

Instruments & Equipment
Australian made canopies: Dimona H36, Grob
103, Libelle, IS28B2, LS & others. Rails, windows. Blue
tint now available. Email: <aamoulds@optusnet.com.
au>. Ph: Ian & Cecilia Linke 08 82513780.
Australian Made-OzFLARM aircraft situation
awareness system & back-up logger. Altair/Vega
superior glide computer & vario system (glass
cockpit). Radios/transponders. Ph: Nigel at RF
Developments Pty Ltd 07 54635670 Mon-Fri 8-4pm
or <nandrews@rf-developments.com> or [www.rfdevelopments.com].
Cambridge 302 vario – ask a user for an opinion
as it is an outstanding vario. Wingstands $125,
Xcoms, microphones, all tyres, etc. <ianmcphee@
aapt.net.au>, Box 657 Byron 2481, mob: 0428
847642.
Tesa Tape 1.5” x 55yds, $25/roll plus postage.
Email: <cjgamble@optusnet.com.au>.
Yaseu VXA150 VHF handheld transceiver $485.
Walter Dittel 760 VHF Comm 2¼” panel mount
1400. Ph: Airborne Avionics 02 68892733, fax:
02 68892933 or <hartley@avionics.com.au>.

Gliding Publications
Airborne Magazine: Covering all facets of
Australian & New Zealand modelling. The best value
modelling magazine. Now $60pa for six issues.
Plans & other special books available. PO Box 30,
Tullamarine, VIC 3043.
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Free Flight: Bi-monthly journal of the Soaring Association of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian
soaring scene & relevant international news &
articles. $US26 for one year, $47 for two years, $65
for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa,
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.
NZ Gliding Kiwi: Official magazine of Gliding New
Zealand. Edited by John Roake. Read world-wide with
a great reputation for being first with the news. A$52
pa. Personal cheques or credit cards accepted. Write:
NZ Gliding Kiwi, 79 Fifth Avenue, Tauranga, New
Zealand. Email: <gk@johnroake.com>.
Sailplane & Gliding: The only authoritative
British magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4
pages of fascinating material & pictures with colour.
Available from the British Gliding Association,
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, England.
Annual subscription for six copies £17.50.
Sailplane Builder: Monthly magazine of the Sailplane Homebuilders Association. $US29 (airmail
$US46) to SHA, c/o Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith
Road, Chatsworth, CA 91311 USA.
Soaring: Official monthly journal of the Soaring
Society of America Incl., PO Box 2100, Hobbs, NM
88241 USA. Foreign subscription rates (annually):
$US43 surface delivery;$US68 premium delivery.
Technical Soaring/OSTIV: Quarterly publication
of SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers.
c/o T U Delft, Fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg
1, NL-2629 HS DELFT, The Netherlands.
Vintage Times: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders
Australia, edited by David & Jenne Goldsmith, PO Box
577, Gisborne VIC 3437, Membership $15 pa.

H G FA
Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members
up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified
per person per issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office
for membership verification/payment by email
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93792177 or post:
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041.
The deadline is 25th of the month, for publication
five weeks hence. Submitted classifieds will run for
one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings.
When submitting a classified remember to include
your contact details (for prospective buyers),
your HGFA membership number (for verification)
and the State under which you would like the
classified placed. (Note that the above does not
apply to commercial operators. Instructors may
place multiple classified entries, but will be
charged at usual advertising rates.)

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required
for the specific aircraft being reflective of
the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All
members must adhere to the maintenance
requirements as contained in Section 9 of
the Operations Manual and as provided
by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment
should always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of
the aircraft. It should include examination
of maintenance logs for the aircraft. It is
unethical and a legally volatile situation
for individuals to provide aircraft which are
unsuitable for the skill level of the pilot, or
aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment
N EW SO UTH WALES

Airborne C2 14 Lite, Adv, good cond, orange/
white US, Dacron TS for easy of handling & longer
life of sail. Flies very well. C/w UV bag, XC bag &
two spare DTs. Can arrange delivery, $3900. Ph:
Jason 0429 133857.
Airborne Fun 190, nov, glider in excellent cond.
$3500 ono. Pacific Air V2, big floater or tandem,
in good cond. $1800 ono. Ph: Tony 0417 939200.
QUEENSLAN D

Mosquito Powered Harness, approx. 55 hrs, rigid
two-blade prop, external fuel tank (5l), manual pull
starting system. Engine upgraded with inlet silencer,
tuned exhaust & silencer (like NRG), $4250. Ph: Pete
0427 461347 or <swendo1@bigpond.net.au>.
Moyes Sonic 165, yellow/blue $900. Also selling
FLX harness with parachute, Insider helmet & vario.
Ph: 07 33253056.
VICTOR IA

Airborne C4-13.5, fluoro green/black/grey US.
Titanium oxide (sunblock) TS. Streamline control
frame & FAST bar. 55 hrs, excellent cond, $7500
ono. Ph: Andy 0428 176823.
Corsair powered nanolight base & Sting
175 XC II. Motor just rebuilt. Excellent climb rate.
Complete & ready to fly. Excellent machine, $7500.
Can be viewed at the Dynamic Flight Park or I can
email photos. Ph: 0407 163796.

Paragliders & Equipment
NE W SOUTH WALES

Nova Tycoon M, 90-110kg flying weight, 60 hrs;
white with yellow/black LE (see [www.nova-wings.
com] for colours & specs). Fred Gungl’s glider of
preference, who regularly beats comp gliders on this
DHV2/3 model. Very stable glider & a class leader in
climbing ability. Excellent glide & min sink. $2000.
Ph: Crannie 0414 668424 or <graeme@sitesuite.
com.au>.
UP Trango 2 M, 85-107kg flying weight, 95 hrs,
orange/grey, standard lines. Excellent performer,
very fast & one of the safest DHV2/3 gliders in this
class. Perfect for your first 2/3 inland glider or want
a fast safe coastal glider. A 4-riser glider so good
for acro/SAT’s at $1500. Ph: Crannie 0414 668424
or <graeme@sitesuite.com.au>.
QUEENSLAN D

Complete package DHV1/2, Independence Dragon
3 (gold), reserve, spider harness & Hi-tec helmet, all
medium with less than 1/2 hour flying time. Genuine
reason for sale. Would suit new buyer, absolute
perfect cond, $3900 Ph: 0431 919908.
Digifly Vario $250, Critter front mount reserve
canister with deck $35, two-step speedbar $20.
Large reserve $200, flying suit $100, Solo 210
paramotor $2500, Supair harness & reserve $500,
Critter instrument deck $20, ITV Teepee glider
$2000. Ph: 0419 764690.
Firebird Spider DHV1/2 wing with harness,
helmet with UHF connections, reserve. New cond,
$3600. Ph: 0427 967193.
Gin Bolero XL, approx. 30 hrs, $1000. Supair
harness $150. Flytec vario $400. Paramotor
helmet, size L, $350. Stuff sack $25. All in VGC.
Adventure Corsair 172cc paramotor weightshift
harness, hardly used, test flown by instructer
only, $5000 or $6000 the lot. Ph: 0412 755620 or
<wondilla@clearmail.com.au>.
Mike Ford Quad Dog Tandem Engine MZ34,
electric start, with road trailer, 20 hrs;Apco Tetra
glider, L, $6500. Paramotor Corsair, electric start,
with trice vehicle carrying system, road cover, Swing
Arcos glider, Apco reserve, $6700. Ph: Ian 0439
342519, 07 34251961.
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PAP Paramotor with Arkus wing, excellent cond.
Large, DHV1/2, many extras, $4500. Ph: 0427 967193.
Windteck Kali 2006, DHV 1/2, 20 hrs, 90-110kg.
Ph: 0407 238017.

HGFA Schools
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VICTOR IA

Microlights & Equipment
NE W SOUTH WALES

AIRBORNE EDGE X Classic Streak 582
T2-2412, 2000 Model. Electric start, blue pod &
white/blue wing. Icom A22E, intercom, headsets,
Stoneguard, Punkinhead travel covers & wing
covers. TT 162 hrs, very well maintained, no expense
spared. Never used for aerotowing or circuit
training. Trailer & jerry cans. Trailer can carry wing.
Hangared near Goulburn. Will deliver if in close
proximity to Sydney/Goulburn area. $22000 ono.
Ph: Dave 0418 648105 or <tuffrex@iinet.net.au>.
Airborne Edge X 582 T2-2422, 260 hrs, black, 70
hrs from five year overhaul. Streak 2B wing, black/
red, 84 hrs. Excellent cond, always hangared fully
rigged. Detailed service history.Strobes, stoneguard,
lights, heavy duty covers, Raptor comms, Icom
radio A22E, helmets. $25000. Ph: 02 49829161 or
<k.macnally@bigpond.com>.
Trike for sale. 200 hrs, 582 blue top ’04 model
Classic (red) with Streak 2 wing (white/red/black),
Airborne tuned to trim at 50-55kt. Incl. oil injection,
after muffler, VSI, front wheel skirt (as per XT),
strobe, Punkinhead heavy-duty covers (spats, prop,
bungy, main), decoke overhaul at 150 hrs by Level 2
LAME, always hangared, full log books, $29000.
Ph: Ian 0412 429689.
QUEENSLAND

Airborne Edge, yellow/white Wizard 2 wing, new
2003, 120 hrs. 503 Rotax overhauled @ 290, done
420. Full instruments incl. vario. Raptor headsets. 4blade Brolga prop, $13500. Ph: Bob 07 41631779.

Learn to Fly in Canberra!
The Paragliding Capital of Australia
and only three hours drive from Sydney.
At Australian Paragliding Centre we fly all
year round & are open seven days a week.
Learn to fly in a friendly, caring environment
with first class tuition & equipment.
• Licence & introductory courses
• Tandem flights
• Gift vouchers & group discounts
• Pilot Development Clinics for novice,
intermediate & advanced pilots
• International flying tours
• Cross-country & towing tours
• Ozone, Airwave paragliders, harnesses,
reserves, flying suits, GPS, UHF, EPIRBS
• Fly Products paramotor sales & tuition
Contact: Peter Bowyer on

02 6226 8400

<fly@paraglide.com.au>
Check out our new homepage!
[www.paraglide.com.au]
VI CTORIA

VICTOR IA

AIRBORNE EDGE X 582 T2-2834, 90 hrs from
new, electric start. Blue pod. Yellow/blue Wizard
wing. Full instrumentation, two flying suits,
two helmets (beta), radio, intercom, headsets,
Stoneguard, incl. pannier. Full trike covers. Trainer
bar. Always hangared. Well maintained, as new
cond, $22000 ono. Ph: Peter 03 59667246.
Airborne Edge-X 503 T2-2864, 251 hrs, Executive
wing, ALT, ASI, VSI, TACHO, EGT, hour meter, strobe,
stone net, all log books from new, full set of
Punkinhead covers, travel, camp & wing covers,
triangle bag, blue base, landing lights, Odyssey
battery, helmets & intercom, all in excellent cond,
$14200 ono, can email photos. Ph: 03 97161789,
0418 554872 or <swillsy@bigpond.net.au>.
WESTERN AUSTRAL IA

Redback trike, as new, 140 hrs, with trailer,
$22000 ono. Ph: 0403 342484.

Stolen
Taken from North Brother Mountain:
New UP profile reserve and flight deck, plus new
Brauniger vario IQ1, reward offered for its return.
We have the serial numbers of these items. It
was taken from the launch site at around 4pm on
Thursday, 24 May. Anyone knowing of persons trying
to sell these please conact Lee Scott 0429 844961.

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely
renowned as Australia’s best flying region.
Bright has been host to numerous Australian &
international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the
best, our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian
Paragliding Champion) has been involved in
paragliding since 1990 & instructing for over
10 years.
Courses
• Introductory & HGFA licence course
• Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
• SIV courses
• Tow courses
• XC tandem flights
• Equipment Sales
We are now conducting SIV courses.
See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
www.activeflight.com.au

General
FOR S ALE

Tandem hang gliding/paragliding business for sale
in Queenstown, New Zealand. Busy summer
business. All enquires to <slynn@clear.net.nz>,
[www.hangglide.co.nz].
PARA SUPPLY:

Our aim is to keep the price at a fair and affordable
level. PTT $58, Radio 5 Watts + PTT package $154,
flight Desk $67, fast packing tube $46, Vario/GPS
holder $27, flight suit $169, <www.parasupply.com>.
July 2007

EMPLOY MENT OPPORTUN ITY IN N Z

Tandem paraglider & hang glider pilots
wanted for summer season, October
through to April, in Queenstown, New
Zealand. Must have foot launch experience. For
details email <gottafly@clear.net.nz> Queenstown
Hang Gliding & Paragliding Ltd, +64 03 4425747,
[www.hangglide.co.nz].

AEROMARKET FREE ONLINE CLASSIFIEDS

Free online classified advertisements, incl. photos for
all aircraft, parts & spares. Sell your glider, clean out
your workshop or place a wanted ad for that part
you’ve been chasing. No cost to private individuals
for ads. [www.aeromarket.com.au].
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QUEENSLAN D

Australia Wide Services
HGFA Approved Paraglider
Testing & Repairs

• Comprehensive testing and repairs
to all paragliders
• Fully equipped service and repair
agents for:
Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin,
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone,
Paratech, Sky, UP
• Full written report
• Harness repair and modifications
• Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
• Parachute repacking
• Orders taken from anywhere in Australia,
New Zealand and Asia
• Prompt turnaround
PARAGLIDING
REPAIR
CENTRE

Paragliding Repair Centre
680 Traylen Road, Stoneville WA 6081
Office/Fax: 08 92952820, Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]
NEW SOU TH WALES

• MT BORAH, MANILLA is the one of the top 10
flying sites in the world & has more flyable days
than anywhere else in Australia. It has 4 large
launches for nearly all wind directions & easy, safe
top & bottom landings all around. Great ridge
soaring & XC all in one place. HOST of the 2007
PARAGLIDING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS!
• YOUR CFI IS GODFREY WENNESS: The most
experienced paraglider pilot in Australia. Over
5,400 hours airtime since 1988, World Record
Holder – 335km (1998-2002), Longest Tandem
Flight in the World – 223km (2000-03), Multiple
National Records, National XC League Winner
(inaugural 2001 & 2002), CFI, Instructor Examiner,
Australian Team Member, Prototype Test Pilot, HGFA
Safety & Ops Committee (PG), International Comps
Organiser, & Owner of World Famous Mt Borah.
• NOVICE LICENCE COURSES: Our famous 9 day,
live in, Novice Licence Courses, with genuine small
class sizes (<6), go well beyond the minimum
requirements & include thermalling, ridge soaring,
safety manoeuvres & more. Over a week of the
highest quality tuition by highly experienced pilots/
instructors, using the latest techniques & equipment
costs only $1,320 (including accommodation).
• THERMALLING, XC & OTHER TUITION: We specialise
in PG & offer personal one-on-one & group tuition
in areas such as basic skills refresher, thermalling,
cross-country, SIV safety clinics, & Intermediate,
Advanced, Tandem, Motor & other ratings.
• HG TO PG ENDORSEMENTS: its easier than
you think!
• ONLY QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM THE BEST
BRANDS: Importer of Advance, Flytec, Hanwag
and JDC. Stockist & service of all equipment,
new & secondhand.
• CABINS & CAMPING ONSITE: Stay at Mt Borah
– its nice & quiet! Cabins for just $15p/n ($100
p/w) & camping $6 ($35 p/w).
So come flying with Manilla Paragliding, where the person who shows you the mountain, owns the mountain!

Phone Godfrey Wenness on:
02 6785 6545 or fax: 02 6785 6546
email: <SkyGodfrey@aol.com>
‘The Mountain’, Manilla, NSW 2346.

RAINBOW PARAGLIDING
APCO AUSTRALIA
Offering the full range
of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and
100% satisfaction guarantee.
Test centre for APCO gliders [www.apcoaviation.com].

APCO Australia and PWC winner
of the Serial Class 2000
Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based
on the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has
access to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the
Cooloola National Park including Teewah and world
famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly
all year round, 60km cross-country flights have been
achieved in winter!
FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing
or asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with
the experts.
INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and
the knowledge.
SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, tradein, maintenance and repairs.
YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 2,500 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581
Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com>

[www.paraglidingrainbow]

BYRON AIRWAVES

Hang Gliding School

QUEENSTO WN, N EW ZEALAN D

•

Lessons & full instruction available
in Byron Bay.
• Over 25 years hang gliding experience
with training all year round.
• Learn to fly safely & accurately with
all skill levels catered for.
Phone Brian and Anne on
02 6629 0354 or 0427 615950,
email: <byronair@optusnet.com.au>

Advertising
07 National Gliding Seminar
Airborne XT 912 Trike
Canungra Cup 2007
Eco Watch
Freedom Airsports
GFA Form 2
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Weather Station
Wind, rain,
temperature,
humidity,
barometer,
plus more…
Also available:
Windsocks and frames,
handheld weather meters.
Australian Agent
for Davis Instruments.

ECOWATCH

Ask for your
FREE catalogue.

Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive
Kilsyth VIC 3137
Phone: (03) 9761 7040 Fax: (03) 9761 7050
email: <davis@ecowatch.com.au>
web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au]

FLYTEC CHAMPIONSHIPS FLORIDA USA. ’07
1st; Jon Durand Jnr flying Moyes Litespeed RS.
The TOP SIX WINNERS all flew Moyes.
EIGHT OUT OF ALL TEN winners overall flew Moyes.
And the DAY WINNER EVERYDAY flew a
Moyes Litespeed RS.

WINNING IS A MATTER OF FLYING A MOYES.

For all sales, service, parts & support contact your nearest dealer or Moyes direct Moyes Delta Gliders Pty Ltd 1144 Botany Road, Botany NSW 2019
Tel 02 9316 4644 Fax 02 9316 8488 Email moyes@moyes.com.au

OAMPS Insurance
Brokers Ltd
ABN 34 005 543 920

Let us set a better course for your GFA Glider insurance
OAMPS Aviation

Australia’s Aviation
Insurance Specialist

GFA Glider insurance packages are
the only option approved

ACN 005 543 920

and initiated by the GFA for

PO Box 1898

the benefit of members.

North Sydney
NSW 2059
Fax: (02) 9424 1710

Why pay more than you need to?
Call OAMPS Aviation now

(02) 9424 1700
Email: aviation@oamps.com.au

A PROFESSIONAL REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKER

