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RIETI
Bruce Taylor

LAST MONTH WE READ OF TERRY CUBLEY’S EXPERIENCE OF
‘SABINA GLIDE’, THE PREWORLDS AT RIETI, ITALY SOARING
AUSTRALIA, SEPTEMBER 2007, PAGE 1. WE NOW SEE IT FROM
THE PERSPECTIVE OF FELLOW AUSTRALIAN TEAM STANDARD
CLASS REPRESENTATIVE, BRUCE TAYLOR. BRUCE, WHO WAS
WELL IN THE LEAD UNTIL OUTLANDING AT THE LAST
TURNPOINT ON THE VERY LAST TASK, PLACED FIFTH.

An 8000ft mountain on the east side of Castelluccio

I

taly provided the complete range of flying
experiences. During our stay there we flew
on some high, fast cumulus days, some days
with just a little cu, blue days, both good
and not so good, and we flew under heavy
overdevelopment requiring big diversions
around showers. We used thermals, some
wave, ridge lift, anabatic lift and some
strong convergences. For many years I have
heard Justin Wills speak of the magic of
Rieti, and now I know why. Although the
competition task area is not terribly big,
each day provides a huge range of diverse
conditions that test your levels of experience
and skill. Above all it is a fun place to fly,
and you usually arrive home with a new
“Wow!” story to relate each and every day.
Terry Cubley and I were the Standard
Class representatives. We had decided to
work together as much as we could, but
not in a fashion that would hold either
pilot back. We always did a pre-flight briefing together (along with Peter Temple and
Simon Holding in the Club Class) and
aimed to start at the same time. Throughout
the flight we often discussed tracks and decisions, and exchanged as much information
as we possibly could. I have to say that we
worked well together, and developed a solid,
2
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trusting partnership. As it turned out, we
didn’t spend a big percentage of the flight
time together on many days, as one of us
would invariably get ahead, but the information exchange seemed to be very helpful for
the pilot that had fallen behind. I look forward to working with Terry again next year.
The Pre-world competition was my
first visit to Rieti. I do have some mountain
experience, which relates to flying from this
site, and I had heard some details of what
to expect from other pilots. I think my first
impression was that the hills were slightly
smaller than I had imagined. There are a
couple of notable mountains that rise to
about 9000ft, but mostly they are much
lower than this, and while racing you quite
often fly along the face, sometimes only a
couple of thousand feet above the valley floor.
We were warned that outlandings would
be diﬃcult in some areas, and this is certainly the case. Of all the places I have flown, I
think that it is here that you need to take the
most care. However, I was usually comfortable in the knowledge that you do get some
warning of when things are likely to turn
squirrely, and need to take some extra height
and ease up on the throttle. I would not
hesitate to add that anyone could damage

Team Oz in the briefing room at Peter and Mandy’s
place. From left: Terry Cubley, Simon Holding, Bruce
Taylor and Peter Temple. Happy days! Must have
been immediately pre-flight, judging by the empty
beer bottles…

a glider here in the heat of battle, and during
the last World comps held at the site there
were over 20 gliders unable to complete the
competition because of this. On the very
first flight I had there, I flew a little low
onto a ridge that I thought might work.
It did, but not immediately, and I had just
a few moments when I couldn’t really see
a satisfactory option for landing if I needed
to. From then onwards I resolved to look
a little further ahead before moving on!
GPS surely helps maintain your comfort
zone, both for general navigation and outlanding possibilities. Some days the visibility
October 2007
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Team ‘59’ after a day off… shopping! This is
taken at the accommodation Anita and I used.
Mt Terminillo is in the background, in cloud

was poor enough that it was diﬃcult to figure out which valley you were in, and in this
case the chance of unknowingly flying into
an unlandable area would have increased
without the help of GPS. As it happened, on
the last day I came to rest in an Italian field
for the first time, but only after looking at
another one a couple of hours earlier from a
wheel-down-and-checks-done altitude. As I
did my final overfly before parking, the vario
beeped and I climbed away, ever so slowly, to
engage in yet more misery; but more of that
later. I was happy that when I finally came
to rest it was in a lovely smooth, mown field,

with some friendly locals to serve coﬀee and
food in the best Italian tradition.
On many occasions the weather was
cycling enough to force you to change gear
or even to stop and wait somewhere before
moving on. On many days, for example, you
might get a good, strong climb oﬀ tow up
to near the top of convection. Then, after
gliding towards the start point and looking
for a climb to get you right up again, it was
impossible to find! Quite a number of times
it was necessary to be patient, to wait for 15
or 20 minutes until the next cycle to get up
and start. This made choosing a start time
very important, as it was not too diﬃcult
to get caught a bit low, and perhaps have
to leave later than you originally planned.
On most days Terry and I started well at the
right time, but I think this is something that
needs careful thought. As always, being a bit
conservative usually avoids some heartache
later on.
A great percentage of the days had some
cloud. I seemed to figure out these cu days
fairly quickly, and soon began to be able to
predict the position of the convergence with
some confidence. On one of the practice
days when we had some impressive overdevelopment I was quite comfortable, and

would be happy that I could do okay on a
competition day in these conditions. There
were showers to dodge and a big variation
in cloudbase over the task area. Terry and I
chose quite diﬀerent tracks on a number of
task legs this day, and it was interesting that
there was not too much diﬀerence in speeds
for each of us. At one turnpoint I arrived
from completely the wrong direction after
a very fast run around the front of a big
shower, and there was Terry just a few kilometres away.
However, the blue days didn’t click so
well with me. Personally I found the blue
more diﬃcult than the days with cumulus.
Some of them were strong, with heights up
around 10 000ft available, but I struggled
a bit with cycling conditions and selecting
possible thermal sources from altitude. Peter
Temple seemed to be the best at these days,
testament to his great experience in blue
weather, so maybe I need to listen to his
advice! One other diﬃculty on these days
was that the wind often seemed to be blowing from the north/northeast, over the top
and down the sunny side of the mountains.
Any time I have been in mountains when
this happens, it is hard to figure out. Some

Castelluccio valley, a regularly visited turnpoint about
50km NE of Rieti. The valley floor is about 4000ft.
The old town of Castelluccio is slightly left of centre
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sunny slopes work, some don’t, and the same
for the north-facing slopes in shadow.
The last two days were a fine example of
this more diﬃcult blue weather, and I did not
fly either of them particularly well. The second
last day was blue for the last two legs. After
falling oﬀ the pace early in the flight I had
struggled back up to the leaders again, before
we topped up to head out into the blue. I
think that I was a little unlucky here, as I followed a similar track to the crowd and simply
missed a climb, including turning cross-track
to follow a ridge line for a while. Then when
I turned the last turnpoint, I looked back to
see the crowd climbing behind me… on that
very same ridge! I was low enough to have
to stop where I was and work a weak climb
while the rest flew over the top of me.
Then the last day came. I still had a
reasonable buﬀer ahead of Peter Hartmann
in second place, and really didn’t need to do
anything special. However, one scenario that
I didn’t consider carefully enough before the
flight was what to do if I found myself flying with Peter. This is what happened, as we
joined up before the start. We flew together
(with his Austrian team-mate) for all the first
leg and some of the second, and things were
going well. At first I simply followed him,
and then decided that it was okay to lead
out occasionally. However, heading up the
second leg he wanted to go somewhere that
I wasn’t completely happy with, but I (in my
stupidity) followed along. The problem was
that we were putting ourselves in a position
where we needed to get a really good climb
to continue. The sad tale was that he got it
and I didn’t! I was so close underneath him
when he caught the bubble, and I simply
missed it. We were right on top of the ridge,

Cartoon by Codez

…waiting for Doggo.
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too, and sometimes the thermals just behave
that way.
The long and the short of it was that
Peter continued the flight, and I struggled
for the rest of mine. In hindsight I should
have stayed where I was until the next thermal arrived; I didn’t need to keep up with
him, or anyone else. Continuing on as I
did meant that I had to divert way inland
to keep out of the sea air, which was just a
bad place to go. I almost landed once, then
struggled away and made it around the final
turn, before ending up in the valley north
of Spoleto. I was hemmed in by airspace
on one side, a hill that I couldn’t get above
on the other, and had an unlandable valley
ahead towards Rieti that I needed about
another 1000ft to safely clear. It wasn’t going
to happen! After an hour so of trying every
possibility, and seeing another glider arrive in
what I thought wasn’t the best field around,
I figured it was time to be sensible. It seemed
I could stay up all night, I just couldn’t go
anywhere, so I pulled brakes and landed in
the field that I thought looked the best. I
enjoyed the coﬀee, sandwich and company
that I found there, and waited quietly for
Anita, Simon and Tim to arrive to collect
me. Plenty of time to think, and to consider
the ‘if onlys…’.
One very amusing aside was a phone call
from Graham Parker, while I was still in the
air, to congratulate me on winning! Not only
did I have to explain that no, I had actually
stuﬀed it up badly, but also that I was indeed
still airborne and could still make it worse if
I didn’t get oﬀ the phone! I had forgotten to
turn the phone oﬀ when I climbed in that day.
Many thanks to Simon and Tim, who
took the glider back to Rieti for us, as Anita
and I had to get on the road to Stuttgart to
catch a plane back home. That was a whole
tale in itself, as we had no sleep on the road
in Italy, a breakdown in Switzerland, various
flight booking diﬃculties to resolve, and finally an upgrade to business class for the entire
flight home. Sometimes life is just crazy!
Thanks to Anita for all the help and
psychological consultations, and to Mandy
for doing such a wonderful job at the helm
of the Aussie team. Also a congratulation
and very well done to Peter Temple for his
win in the Club class, and to Terry for his
determined climb back up the list after an
early outlanding to finish in fourth place.
Simon took leaps and bounds ahead in his
understanding of mountain flying, and I am
sure will have gained hugely from the experience. It was a pleasure to spend time in the
air with all of you. I loved Rieti – the people,
the food, the feeling, but mostly I enjoyed
the flying, and I can’t wait for next year.
Arrivederci!

AIRFIELD
SEATING:

Changes
With Time
Emilis Prelgauskas

A

t one time, the only seats on
oﬀer were the ones in sailplanes
on the flight line. Apres vache,
it was quite accepted then
to stand at the club bar to debrief the
day into the night. Eventually, necessity and finances permitted clubroom
furniture and bar stools, and over the
years the evenings seemed to get shorter
as road laws, work life and other forces
curtailed such activities.
More recently, gradual change was
brought home to me by a visitor who
commented on our flightline garden
settings. We had put these in place progressively over the years at each runway
end on the airfield, responding to the
natural evolution of lunchtime gatherings of pilots. They could then be close
to their mounts during the wait for the
day’s convection to get established.
We hadn’t even noticed that change.
And when I look around, now that it
has been brought to my notice, other
seats are evident. There is a cluster in
the centre bay of the hangar where we
have morning coﬀee during the DI
and decide whether to get out onto the
strip. Another set of seats (the old ones
out of the clubroom) is in the library
workroom, where on cold, wet days we
chat while promotional packs and reading material are collated for later use.
Going gliding is a well-rounded
communal activity as well as solo
recreation.
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A WINTER’S TALE
Philip Ritchie

SUNDAY, 19 AUGUST WAS FORECAST TO BE FINE AND PARTLY CLOUDY, SO THERE WAS A CHANCE
FOR A DECENT FLIGHT. BY THE TIME I ARRIVED AT GAWLER, THERE WERE CU AT ABOUT 3500FT.
THE VERY SHINY, RECENTLY ‘FORM II’D’ GLIDER WAS WHEELED OUT OF THE HANGAR AND
TOWED TO THE END OF THE DUTY RUNWAY. IT WAS DEAD CALM ON THE GROUND, BUT THE
CLOUDS WERE SHOWING GOOD STREETS RUNNING NE/SW.

A

fter a long ground run in the LS4,
the top motor screaming its brains
out, I launched at about 12:30pm.
The climb started slowly, but
improved to four knots by the time the
4000ft cloudbase was reached. By running
along the northern sides of the clouds, good
glides were achieved. Stonefield is about
60km north-east from Gawler and the streets
showed the way. I arrived over Stonefield at
about 3000ft and took a five knot climb to
5300ft while I watched a couple of winch
launches. They looked like they were having
a busy day down there. I decided to follow
the street out to the river. Another easy glide,
and the glassy ribbon with only a couple
of brave skiers to disturb it was below me.
I could see Waikerie in the distance, but
decided to stretch my legs and turned northwest towards Burra.
The 90km to Burra was steady going
with five knot climbs found under the streets
now running across my track. Nearing
Burra I caught the glint of light reflecting
oﬀ a glider down low, struggling valiantly.
I watched as the pilot gave up and made a
safe landing in what looked like a dusty paddock. Obviously not a day to get too low.

Once I reached Burra, the ground
looked a lot closer and very green compared
to the river plains. The thermals had weakened considerably, so I was content to take
two knot thermals while zigzagging down
the now spread-out cloud streets. Now
45km from home I hung onto the last thermal and milked it for all it was worth, as the
sky ahead looked pretty dead. As I reached
cloudbase, I had to push oﬀ without being
able to convince the computer that we could
get home. Despite having a very buggy wing,
and the top strapped to my back flying at
best L/D, the airfield crept closer. About
10km from home, the decision point came:
start the motor or sneak home for a straightin. The Mark I eyeball said it would be
okay, and a call to the airfield told me what
I already knew, that there was little to no
wind, so on we went. Typically, as I flew over
the town there were a few buoyant patches,
which meant it was a doddle in the end.
So after nearly four hours, I’d flown a
270km triangle in winter in South Australia.
Good practice for the coming season, and
great to get away form the confines of the
airfield. Roll on, summer!

GLIDING FEDERATION
OF AUSTRALIA
Airworthiness Inspection

FORM 2 AND C OF A NOTICE
■

A Form 2 inspection is due. $150* payment
is enclosed

■

The C of A requires renewal. $33* payment
is enclosed and the existing C of A document
is returned

■

Initial registration package is required.
$363* payment is enclosed
* Fees include GST

Payment method:

■

Cheque
■ Credit Card ■ Direct Deposit
For internet payments, deposit into:
BSB: 013-442 Account No: 304729562

A) DOCUMENTATION REQUEST
■
■

Please send me a transfer of ownership document
Please send me a change of registered
operator document

Aircraft Type ...............................................................................
Registration marks VH – ...........................................................
Address to which documents are to be sent is:
Name .........................................................................................
Address ......................................................................................
....................................................................................................
State......................................................Postcode.......................
Forward to: GFA Airworthiness Secretary,
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041
Email: <Airworthiness@sec.gfa.org.au>
Fax: 03 9379 5519
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Chelan 101

James Thompson
I’M STANDING ON THE BUTTE
IN 98ºF AT 10:45AM, A SHOUT OF
“DUSTY” GOES UP, THE HANGIES
RUN TO THEIR GLIDERS TO
HOLD THEM DOWN. ACROSS
THE COLOMBIA RIVER GORGE
I SEE 13 DUSTIES OVER ON
THE FLATLANDS. WELCOME
TO THE CHELAN XC CLASSIC!

Chelan Butte launch

I

had arrived in the US three weeks earlier
and this was my third competition in that
time. I was travelling with a local,
Conrad, who I had meet in Australia
the previous summer.

Chelan is near the city of Wenatchee,
about 120 miles east of Seattle in Washington State, north-west USA. The Chelan XC
Classic is a mixed comp, mostly hang gliders, but with about 15 paragliders. You are

given a list of turnpoints and you make your
own task each day – either straight line or
via turnpoints (10 points per mile), out-andreturn via a turnpoint (13 points per mile)
or a triangle which gets you 15 points per
mile. Also a bonus of 100 points for landing
at any of the oﬃcial landing zones.
Another interesting thing about Chelan
is the launch: While about 3000ft above the
river, it is only about 1000ft above the flatlands on the other side of the gorge, which
means you must get high to make the fivekilometre crossing and paragliders usually
only get to the rim or just under.
Conrad and I had landed at ‘Simms’,
40 miles away, on the second last day, with
Banks lake in front of us. It was a 20-mile
crossing to the next road, so we tried to head
back to Chelan, but decked it soon after.
We waited for over three hours in 40ºC
heat and ended up taking a lift with a hang
glider retrieve going out, just to get into
the airconditioning.
On the last day I was only just in first
place, Dave, a local pilot had to gain a mere
10 miles on me to top me. Kendal, a noncompeting pilot headed out early, ready for
Columbia river gorge

6
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Early dusties over the flatlands

Photos: James Thompson
ing it safe to protect my place). At ‘Simms’
turnpoint he was 2.5 miles downwind of
the turnpoint and I was high, so I went
for the turn ready to be on him as he had
a longer glide upwind to the turnpoint.
After I took the turnpoint, I lost sight
of Dave, I hit a big ‘Dusty’ thermal and
skied out to 2300m, then turned downwind
to locate were Dave had gone, but with no
luck. I was running along the dam/lake now,
down to Cooli City. I had lost Dave, but
Conrad came on the radio to say he was in

Gliding across the gorge with Conrad low out in front of me

a big day and distance hoping to break the
site record of 120 miles. I topped out on the
home thermal and went on glide with the
other paragliders across the Columbia gorge
at 1900m – only just enough – and worked
the rim to scrape up from 30m agl, Conrad
had hit below the rim and ended up landing.

I’d crossed with
Dave and I sat on
him to ‘Simms’
always higher, just
back and upwind
(doing the competition thing and playHangies set up on launch

October 2007
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Simms with Banks lake behind

Turn at Simms and down the lake

Cruising at height with Cooli city underneath the brake handle
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The Butte (mid-left) and Chelan (centre, at the base of the lake) as seen from the flats

the van and on retrieve. I hit two big thermals close together (marked by sailplanes),
which put me well over the lake. There was
another wind change in this area so I turned
to the east, cross/tailwind and headed along
US Highway 2. I had a dream run with
speeds in the mid-60km/h and thermals
every 10km to 15km, I only ‘sweated’ a thermal twice in the next 80km.
At the 100km mark I could see a large
city coming up (Spokane) with the airspace
of Fairchild Air Force base over part of the
city. At 120km I started to work crosswind
to go around the airspace to the north, but
the day was getting late and the thermals
were weakening. On my last glide I crossed
the 160km from launch – to say I was
impressed is an understatement. I landed
outside of Reardan at 162km. Conrad and
Kendal, who had landed 50km back, were
there to pick me up.
Dave, as it turned out, had gone downwind to Kendal and had glided across the
lake very near Simms, but had decked it
at 80km.

Breaking the 160km mark

With this 1010 point day I won the
Paraglider Class of the Chelan XC Classic!
And that’s the Chelan 101 (miles) class.
Fly safe!
See my flight on the Paragliding Forum:
LEONARDO [www.paraglidingforum.com/].

Mansfield and Simms, 20 miles on
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Six Diamonds And An Australian Junior Record Claim:
The 2007
Combined
Beverley
Soaring Society
And GCWA
Wave Camp
In Western
Australia
Owen Jones

All smiles the day after the wave day. Posed in front of the Ximango that acted as the ‘sniffer’, with cloud over Mt Trio
in the background, from left: Paul Rose BSS (the unlucky one), Ashley Boyle BSS (the junior), Owen Jones BSS (the scribe),
Ian Cook BSS (the wave camp director), Charles Galloway GCWA (the Ximango pilot) and Alan Gartland BSS (the instructor).
Missing is Patrick DuBois BSS

E

very winter, the Beverley Soaring Society
(BSS) and the Gliding Club of Western
Australia (GCWA) combine to stage a two
week long expedition to the Stirling
Ranges, about 400km SSE of Perth. They
search for the elusive wave that is occasionally generated by NW winds blowing onto
the face of Bluﬀ Knoll, the main feature of
the Stirling Ranges. At only 3520ft amsl
and less than 3000ft above the surrounding
farming land, it is small compared to some
mountain ranges on the ‘Other Side’ of
Australia, despite being the highest peak in
the south of WA.
Many WA pilots have patiently waited
for the right conditions to develop. Many
have returned home after one or two weeks,
dejected that the elusive Diamond height still
remained – the last of the three diamonds
that they had yet to collect to complete the
coveted set. Many have been going down year
after year only to find that the wave had been
in the week before or after they were there.
Some had been going to wave camps oﬀ and
on since 1993 hoping for the elusive wave.
But not this year! On Sunday, 5 August
2007, the conditions turned out to be perfect for wave. The long wait for many was
finally rewarded with a few spectacular hours
of comfortable wave flying. No less than six
pilots were able to claim Diamond height,
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and the BSS Twin Astir also exceeded the
16 405ft height gain required for Diamond
height, but with two on board neither could
claim a personal diamond. Yet another pilot
exceeded 20 000ft with no datalogger on
board, and with a pee tube freezing up he
had other problems on his mind.
The wave weakened as the day progressed, and those who launched first generally had the best climb rates. With long
tows of up to 15 minutes required to get to
the distant wave behind Bluﬀ Knoll, it took
almost two hours to launch the small fleet of
seven gliders. In descending order of average
climb rate, the successful pilots were:
Pilot

Glider

Launch
Low
time point (ft)

Patrick
DuBois
LS4 HDI
~5000
Ashley
Std Cirrus
Boyle
GZU
10:09:33 5112
McLean/ Twin Astir
Dewey
KYK
11:03:39 3855
Owen
Astir CS
Jones
GHF
10:28:45 4570
Alan
Jantar
Gartland
UKT
11:33:27 3189
Charles
Ximango
Galloway
ZAN
10:30:29 2867
Ian
Astir CS
Cook
GDA
10:45:25 3739
Paul
Kestral
Rose
UWP

One of the most exciting achievements
was that of 17-year old Ashley Boyle, one
of Australia’s up and coming junior pilots.
His Diamond height claim was the first
Junior Record claim to come from WA.
The supporting narrative required from
his oﬃcial observer read:
“The Ximango played an important part
in the success of this day, as the MSLP Analysis
Chart did not look ‘right’ for a Diamond day.
Certainly the blocking high in the centre of
Australia was there, and a cold front was coming in, but the isobars did not appear to be
closely spaced enough to generate Diamond
conditions. But the wind strength at altitude was quite diﬀerent, fortunately, and the
Ximango sent oﬀ as a sniﬀer reported good
wave lift conditions over the back of Bluﬀ

High
Altitude
Minutes Climb rate Climb rate
point (ft) gained (ft) climbing
(ft/min)
(kt)

~23000

~18000

56.00

321.4

3.17

24058

18946

84.40

224.5

2.22

22267

18412

92.30

199.5

1.97

22697

18127

92.40

196.2

1.94

20184

16995

112.10

151.6

1.50

22474

19607

159.60

122.9

1.21

22942

19203

173.62

110.6

1.09

~20000
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Knoll, the short mountain range that generates
wave conditions in WA.
Ashley was the second of the seven gliders
launched by single aerotow into the bottom
of the wave by the RTO Operations in WA,
Kevin Saunders. As the aerotows were 14 or 15
minutes long due to the distance out from the
Stirling Ranges airstrip to the wave area behind
Bluﬀ Knoll, the first glider was at least 20 minutes ahead of and above Ashley. Ashley released
at 1018 hours at about 5400ft and immediately established a good low point of 5112ft.
He then started a long climb to 24 058ft which
took him one hour and 24 minutes, as the
Colibri logged the high point at 1142 hours.
The Colibri flight analysis shows some good
climbs of up to 5.5kt over 1791ft but most of
the climb was at slower rates, particularly after
the 20 000ft mark. Over the entire 84 minute
climb Ashley averaged 224ft/min (2.2kt).
Ashley did a good job of staying in the wave
and easily reaching his Diamond height. The
strength of the wave fell as the day wore on,
and those launching later took almost twice as
long to reach Diamond height as the first three
gliders did.
The wave conditions were good, with clear
blue skies and no sign of any cloud, let alone
any lenticular cloud which is sometimes seen

in this area. The icing over of the canopies was
minimal and was not a problem. At -18ºC it
was of course cold, but not bitterly so and the
main complaints were of freezing toes despite
layers of woollen socks and ugg boots. Almost
all the pilots were using Mountain High oxygen sets on either the N or R/M settings. The
Mountain High sets all worked well.
Ashley’s absolute height of 24 058ft was the
highest of the day by more than 1000ft…

As he was the only pilot who approached
FL 245, it fell on Ashley’s young shoulders to
contact Melbourne to seek clearance to enter
the airspace above FL 245. He completed this
task competently and the airspace was opened,
although as it turned out it was not reached.
Overall Ashley’s wave flight was well and
safely executed, and his fellow pilots were delighted that one of their juniors had achieved Diamond Height, quite a rare achievement in WA.”

Weather Station
Wind, rain,
temperature,
humidity,
barometer,
plus more…
Also available:
Windsocks and frames,
handheld weather meters.
Australian Agent
for Davis Instruments.

ECOWATCH

Ask for your
FREE catalogue.

Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive
Kilsyth VIC 3137
Phone: (03) 9761 7040 Fax: (03) 9761 7050
email: <davis@ecowatch.com.au>
web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au]
October 2007
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Farewell To An American Soaring Pioneer:
PAUL MACCREADY 19252007
Michael Nelmes
THE IMPOSSIBLE IS NO MATCH FOR HUMAN IMAGINATION
AND PERSEVERANCE  PAUL MACCREADY

Paul MacCready flying the Orlik sailplane high over
the Owens Valley, 1948
Photo [www.soaringmuseum.org]

D

r Paul MacCready, internationally
renowned aviation innovator, entrepreneur, glider pilot, ‘father of humanpowered flight’ and one of Time magazine’s ‘100 greatest minds of the 20th
Century’, died in California on 28 August.
He leaves numerous legacies, not least of
which is his contribution to the study of
eﬃcient soaring.

Even in childhood MacCready built
record-breaking model aircraft, including
gliders. He learned to fly powered aircraft in
his teens, soloing at age 16, before further
flight training with the US Navy during
World War II. After the war he earned a
doctorate in aeronautical engineering from
the California Institute of Technology,
Pasadena. He founded his first company,
Meteorology Research Inc, in 1951 to conduct atmospheric research and experiments
in influencing the weather.
In 1971 MacCready founded AeroVironment at Monrovia, California. He
soon set for his company a major project,
an answer to an as yet unmet challenge put
out more than a decade before, in 1959,
by the Royal Aeronautical Society and British millionaire Henry Kremer. This was to
design a human-powered aircraft capable of
sustained, controlled flight. On 23 August
1977 MacCready’s Gossamer Condor, piloted by amateur cyclist and hang glider pilot
Bryan Allen, accomplished a figure eight
flight of nearly two kilometres. Then, on
12 June 1979, Allen flew MacCready’s successor to the Condor, the Gossamer Albatross, across the English Channel to take
a second Kremer prize.
Later came other world firsts with solar
powered aircraft: the Gossamer Penguin and
Solar Challenger, the latter flying from Paris
to England and climbing to 11 000ft. In
August 2001, AeroVironment’s giant Helios
unmanned, stratospheric solar powered
aircraft, spanning 75m, reached 96 863ft:
the highest sustained atmospheric flight in
history. Furthering the theme of environmentally friendly transportation well ahead
of his time, MacCready’s firm also developed
eﬃcient battery-powered vehicles. It now
designs radio-controlled electric-powered
reconnaissance aircraft (Unmanned Aircraft
Systems) for the US Defence Department.
THE SOARING CONNECTION

The Gossamer Condor as displayed in 2006 at the National Air
and Space Museum, Washington DC beside the Wright Flyer
Photo: Wikipedia
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During the immediate post-war decade and
concurrent with his aeronautical engineering studies, MacCready concentrated on

Photo [www.sas.org]

sailplane design and soaring techniques.
He is best remembered in the gliding community for his invention of the speed-to-fly
indicator for determining optimum flying
speed between thermals. The ‘MacCready
speed ring’ (oﬃcially, Speed Ring Airspeed
Selector), as described by Mike Cleaver,
consists of a ring around a variometer face
that can be rotated to a climb rate datum.
It then suggests the best speed to fly for
a given current rate of sink. It helped
MacCready to become the first American
to win the World Gliding Championships
in the two-seater class, in 1956 at St Yan
in France. MacCready had earlier won
three US National soaring championships
between 1948 and 1953, and competed in
the world comps four times. Meanwhile he
was pioneering high altitude wave soaring
in the United States, and in 1947 became
the first American in 14 years to set an
international soaring record.
The following excerpt from the online
article “Performance airspeeds for the soaring
challenged” by Jim D. Burch at [http://home.
att.net/~jdburch/polar.htm] examines the
speed-to-fly theory MacCready developed:
“The process used to determine Speed to
Fly gives us the sink rate of the airmass and
the sink rate of the glider within the airmass.
Their total is the value that would be indicated
on the variometer. We could select a few representative values of Speed to Fly and stick them
on the panel adjacent to the corresponding variometer readings, using a label maker. A better
method is to invest in a speed ring for the glider/variometer combination we have. The speed
ring is adjustable, but for our current definition
of Speed to Fly it should be set with the arrow
on the ring pointing to ‘0’ on the variometer.
Then when the variometer points to any rate of
descent it is also pointing to the corresponding
October 2007
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Speed to Fly – the one that will produce the
flattest glide under those conditions…
Credit for developing this concept of Speed
to Fly is usually given to Paul MacCready. Cross-country flights utilising
thermals consist of alternately climbing in one
thermal and gliding to the next. MacCready
noted that the Speed to Fly between thermals
should be based on the strength of the thermals.
If the thermals are strong you can fly faster than
the speed that produces the flattest glide. You
will lose more altitude, but you make up for
it by climbing faster in the next thermal.

Thus you reach the top of the next thermal
sooner than you would have at the lower speed.”
(Reproduced with permission.)

AeroVironment’s 11m replica pterodactyl
Photo: AeroVironment Inc.

Commissioned by the Smithsonian
Institute, in 1985 MacCready embarked on

another unique project: the construction of a
full-scale, radio controlled replica pterodactyl
(a prehistoric flying reptile) spanning 11m.
In 1991 he was inducted into the Aviation
Hall of Fame, and his innovations didn’t
stop then. MacCready’s honours and awards
number some 50, spanning the 1940s to the
present day.
For detailed biographies see [www.aero
vironment.com] and [www.achievement.org]
or Paul Ciotti’s 2002 book More with
Less: Paul MacCready and the dream
of eﬃcient flight.

GFA Cover
Photo Winners
Maurice Little (Chairman, GFA Development Department)

E

ach year the GFA awards $150 for
each magazine cover with a gliding
theme. Magazine covers mostly
alternate between an HGFA cover
and a GFA cover, so in any one year there
are six gliding covers. At the end of the year
a winner is chosen from the six monthly
covers to be awarded $250 as the preferred
annual cover for that year.
In the year 2005/06, no award was provided due to an administrative error, so this
year we awarded winners for both 2005/06
and 2006/07.
The winner for 2005/06 was the
December 2005 edition photo taken by
David Conway, and the winner this year

2006/07 was the October 2006 edition
photo taken by Justine Thompson.
Congratulations to both worthy winners. Justine is a prolific entrant for front
covers, but the opportunity is open to any
GFA member.
The GFA reserves the right to use any
photos provided for any other marketing
opportunities. By the time you read this
we will be well advanced in the preparation
of next year’s Gliding calendar, and we are
looking for great shots to include in that
display. Credit will be given to all photos,
which should be high resolution (more than
five megapixels) and be accompanied by
a short note on where it was taken, or what
the circumstances were. Get your favourite
October 2007
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WOMEN IN THE AIR
Barry Oliver and Harriet Leong
OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS OF PARAGLIDING, I’ VE NOTICED
ONE MAJOR ANOMALY IN THE RANKS OF PARAGLIDER PILOTS:
THE LACK OF WOMEN. I’ VE ALSO NOTICED A FEW ATTEMPTS
BY OTHERS TO GET MORE WOMEN INVOLVED, IN PARTICULAR
THE WORK OF CAROLYN DENNIS AND HER WOMEN’S SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT CLINICS. RECENTLY, THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL
TERRITORY SPORT AND RECREATION SERVICES ANNOUNCED
A happy woman and man

O

ne of the targeted populations was
women and this provided the opportunity to fund some projects to try
and get more women involved in paragliding. The ACT Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association was successful in securing
such a grant.
On Saturday, 25 August, 12 budding
women paraglider pilots turned up at 9am
on the doors of the Australian Paragliding
Centre (APC) for their one-day introduction
to paragliding. This was funded in part by
the ACT Sport and Recreation grant.
I arrived about 9:30am to find the 12 participants seated in a semi-circle in the APC
oﬃce with CFI Peter Bowyer providing the
basics of flight theory and wing dynamics
to them. The air was filled with their excitement in anticipation of the day ahead.
The plan was to provide basic paragliding and flight theory, followed by some basic
groundhandling practice and a tandem flight

A GRANT FOR ‘TARGET POPULATIONS’.

from the local site. We weren’t expecting to
fit all this into one day, so we made arrangements to continue into Sunday if required.
Around 10:30am the group headed to
the local flying site where they commenced
the basic groundhandling part. Four tandem
flights were also completed before conditions
became too strong around midday. This
meant that a much needed lunch break
at Poachers Pantry (a local restaurant and
tourist attraction) was called.
Early mid-afternoon conditions had settled down and the remaining tandems were
finished, along with some further groundhandling. The following is an account by
one of the participants, Harriet Leong, about
her experience on the day.
What was your previous association
with paragliding?
I had no prior association with paragliding.
It was a completely new experience for me.
What made you decide to get involved
in this day?
I didn’t actually have the luxury of deciding
whether or not I wanted to get involved.
My partner basically came home and told
me I was booked in for this paragliding
introductory course. Sounds a bit harsh,
but I’m actually glad it happened that way
because if I thought about it too long, I
probably would have chickened out. At the
end of the day, we both realised that it was
going to be an amazing thing that not a
lot of people get a chance to experience.

Wing construction theory

What did you do?
The day went so quickly. We spent a couple of hours going over the basics through
both lecture and videos and then we were
oﬀ to the launch site. There, we spent some
time practising launching on flat ground,
honing our skills and getting a bit of a
work-out! Two were going up at a time for
their tandem flights, while the rest were on
the ground practising, so there was always
something to do. When I went up for my
tandem flight, it felt amazing. It feels like
you’re in your own little peaceful world.
You can see all the other gliders flying
around you, but they seem miles away,
as does everything else!

Groundhandling training
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Above: Preparing for the tandem
Left: Woman in the air

Photos:
Courtesy Harriet Leong and Barry Oliver

What things did you find surprising?
I was surprised at how easy and relaxing
the sport is. From being up there, it feels
like a very eﬀective method of getting away
and unwinding and basically being by yourself in a place where no one can reach you.
What did you feel when you were waiting
on the launch for your turn for a tandem?
I think my moment of panic and nervousness came when I was getting strapped up
for the tandem flight. It was the point of
no return. I had fears of running too slow,
tripping over a rock, falling out of my harness, the list can go on. At the same time,
I was excited about flying and feeling the
wind in my hair and on my face.
What are your thoughts now
about paragliding?
Paragliding is a bundle of diﬀerent things.
It is a thrilling ride on a roller-coaster that
can last anywhere from minutes to hours
at a time. It is a way to cocoon yourself
from the rest of the world below, to have a
secret hideaway only a few selected have the
privilege to enter. It is a magical way to soar
with the eagles and butterflies. It gives you
a view of the surrounding areas that most
have never seen before. It is being part of an
exclusive club where everyone is welcome to
join. It is the way the world was meant to
be, helping each other out, trusting strangers, having and giving acceptance without
question. It is just an absolute pleasure and
complete freedom.
Did you have any misconceptions about
paragliding, if so what were they?

October 2007

I had misconceptions about the risks
involved with paragliding, like with any
other extreme sport and about the extent
of skills you would need to acquire in order
to do it.
How were these misconceptions dispelled?
Hearing the statistics on the injuries associated with paragliding definitely dispelled
my misconceptions about safety. If you
follow instructions and don’t do anything
silly (carrying a parachute also helps), your
chances of seriously injuring yourself is
relatively low with enormous rewards. I
was also surprised at how easy paragliding is. I heard that there are kids who start
out at age 13, which I think reinforces
both that it is relatively safe and easy to
learn. Each glider is made to hold a specific
weight range (women all over will be happy
to know that they are often too light for
tandems!), but solo gliders are fitted to suit
each individual within a specific weight
range which again improves safety.
Do you think you would take paragliding
further, if so in what way?
I would love to continue with paragliding
and also try to get my partner in on it as
well. For now, I think the major hurdle for
us is saving up enough for all our gear
and courses, but after the initial expenditure, you don’t need to buy anything else.
I’ll probably look into taking the full
nine-day extensive training course and
work from there.
Any other comments?
Paragliding is awesome!

Ssshhhhh – not so loud, we don’t want
too many women, or men taking up the sport
for that matter! However, thanks to Harriet
for giving her thoughts on her introduction
into paragliding. Let’s hope the experience
inspires her and other women to get involved
in paragliding.

The flying season
has started…
XC GLIDER BAGS
$150
For hang gliders. Silver coated
nylon. Packs up small.
WEATHER BAGS
Blue PVC with full-length
zip and tail flag. Great
protection for any wing.

$150

COMBO TOW RELEASE $130
(incl. hook knife) for car,
winch and aerotowing
AEROTOW RELEASE
(incl. hook knife)
Tube style for fast wings

$50

HOOK KNIVES
Small size with pouch
and velcro loop.
EVERY pilot should carry
one on EVERY flight.

$30

WI N GT ECH
wingtech@idl.com.au
P/F:

0249 449222
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CLUB NEWS
Cloudbase Paragliding Club
Cloudbase club held their AGM on 31 July at the
Lake Monger Bowling Club.
The meeting began with the election of
a club executive committee. Rob Holmes was
elected unopposed to the President’s role, with
Colin Brown retaining the Treasurer’s position.
Committee member positions were filled by Joe
Bosworth, Aaron Massey, Kerryn Neiuwoudt and
Mark Wild.
The incoming executive committee will be
faced with many challenges, declining enthusiasm within the club, under utilisation of the club
equipment and loss of a number of traditional
flying sites.
As a result, a number of strategies for the
promotion of the club were discussed and a plan
to move forward was achieved. The main points
of this plan were to:
• Retain the current annual membership fee of
$60. To improve utilisation of the club winch,
the annual membership fees would be inclusive of all towing fees.
• An invitation to join Cloudbase in the form
of an introduction pack, would be distributed
to the local school which included three
months free membership to the Cloudbase
Paragliding Club.
• Continuing support of the FlyWA initiative
with the Western Soarers Hang Gliding Club
in developing both bumper stickers and a
joint website.
HGWA, at their recent AGM, have indicated
the intention to turn over Perth site regulation
responsibilities to the local clubs, these being
primarily Cloudbase and Western Soarers clubs.
This would bring WA flying site mangement into
line with East Coast practices and would mean
in simple terms that club membership would be
required to fly these sites.
Although this has yet to be fully ratified by
HGWA, discussions were held into how to attract
current Perth-based paragliding pilots who are
currently not members and the issue of visiting
pilots. It was resolved that the current annual fee
was reasonable and that non-members would be
invited to join. A three-month free membership
would be extended to visiting pilots, to allow
access to the Perth sites, with a requirement to
join the club thereafter.
Aaron Massey

Charity Fundraiser:
Four Hours Over Open Water!
I made the 600km trip across the Gulf of
Carpentaria from Weipa to Gove in just under
four hours with an average groundspeed of 88kt.
It was quite a scary experience – or at the very
least an uncomfortable feeling for the four-hour
flight duration!
The trip raised in excess of $5000 to support
Michal Right in her fight against cancer.
Thanks to Airborne and all supporters
of the flight.
David Keough

Giving thanks to the reliable Rotax
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16th FAI World Hang
Gliding Championship

NEW PRODUCTS

Date: 7 to 19 August 2007
Location: Big Spring, Texas (USA)

Building aeroplanes
Aero-Service specialises in building and servicing ultralight aeroplanes. Having started in flight
training ourselves, today we cooperate with
flying schools in Poland. We offer building and
repairs of ultralights. Our training, teaching,
renting and operating experience has yielded
improved constructions which are more durable,
safer and more comfortable.
We can build you the whole, ready-to-fly
aeroplane from original technical documentation
or from a kit with all necessary registration procedures, which you can then test flight.
At Aero-Service we specialise in building
Zodiacs in particular, but also build a lot of other
all-metal constructions, riveted aeroplanes, etc.
Technical data:
Wingspan:
8.2m
Length:
6m
MTOW:
450kg
Cruising speed: 180km/h
Rate of climb:
5m/s
Fuel consumption:10 litres/hour
Fuel tank:
2 x 32 litres
We have introduced significant improvements over the years in order to make our aeroplanes more comfortable and safer, including:
• our two integral wing tanks
• our lift cab
• our spatial, four-part control panel
made of composite
• new ergonomics and comfort in the cockpit
• our composite aerodynamic tips of stabilisers
and wing root
• our reinforced undercarriage
Flying and building aeroplanes is our passion!
For more information about us go to [www.
aero-service.com].
Jacek Skopiski, Aero-Service

Paramotor and ULM Helmet
– Speedcom
This new paramotor and ULM helmet includes an
integrated communication headset.
After testing many other options, we have
the new Speedcom helmet now in production.
Its features include:
• High quality composite kevlar/carbonfibre technology
• Improved head and back of the neck
safety protection
• Removable/changeable headphones
with a signal-to-noise-ratio of 31dB
• Noise reduction electret microphone

October 2007

PTT – Push-to-talk buttons on both sides
of the helmet, easy to control without
moving hands from the brakes
• Included visor
• Weight (helmet and headset) of just 800g
• For use with any two-way radio, including
Icom, Motorola, Kenwood, Alinco, Vertex and
more, just by changing the available quality
coiled connector cables with adapter
Customers can also choose a connector for
use with MP3 players to listen to music during
the flight.
Available colours are blue metallic, grey
anthrazit metallic, black metallic, black and available sizes are 56-58, 58-60, 60-62.
Package Deal Specials:
Five helmets for €750, including shipping
cost worldwide by DHL airfreight. Additional
accessories: Connector cable for radio, €15.
For more information contact Worldbay International Trading, <info@paramotor-center.eu>.
Airsport <info@paramotor-center.eu>
•
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CIVL Pilot Rankings
The CIVL online pilots and nations ranking system has just been enhanced with the option of
including photographs of pilots.
Check out the Women’s Paragliding ranking
[http://civlrankings.fai.org/?a=329&ladder_
id=3&ranking_date=2007-08-01&] or Paragliding Nations ranking [http://civlrankings.fai.
org/?a=328&ladder_id=3&ranking_date=200708-01&] to give you an idea of how it will look.
We are encouraging pilots to upload their
own photographs and check the pilot information on the database, using a very simple process. Eventually, pilots will be able to register for
FAI sanctioned competitions through the CIVL
website, providing they are registered and their
pilot data is correct.
All paragliding and hang gliding pilots are
encouraged to visit the site, register, update their
details and add a photograph if they wish.
Pilots can follow the link from the CIVL
home page [www.fai.org/hang_gliding/].
Flip Koetsier, CIVL President

Gerolf, Attila and Robert on the podium
Photo: Flavio Tebaldi

FINAL RESULTS

Overall
1 Atilla Bertok
2 Robert Reisinger
3 Gerolf Heinrichs
Team
1 Great Britain
2 France
3 Austria

HUN
AUT
AUT

Full results can be found at [http://ozreport.
com/2007worldsscores.php].

11th FAI World Classic Classes
Microlight Championships
Date: 18 to 25 August 2007
Location: Usti nad Orlici (Czech Republic)
RESULTS

Class RWL1 (Weightshift Control/Landplane/
Flown solo)
1 Rawes Richard
GBR
2 Cerny Pavel
CZE
3 Alojzy Dernbach
POL
Class RWL2 (Weightshift Control/Landplane/
Flown with two persons)
1 Grimwood Rob/Seysell Chris
GBR
2 Gregson Marc/Gregson Roy
RSA
3 Keene Rob/Keene Rees
GBR
Class RAL1 (Movable Aerodynamic Control/
Landplane/Flown solo)
1 Lukes Jan
CZE
2 Broom David
GBR
3 Walter Wolfram
GER
Class RAL2 (Movable Aerodynamic Control/
Landplane/Flown with two persons)
1 Dewhurst Paul/Welsh Francis Paul
GBR
2 Yakovlyev Yuriy/Pugach Igor
UKR
3 Kapusnik Pavel/Kapusnik Petr
CZE
Overall Team
1 Czech Republic
2 Great Britain
3 France

Full results can be found at [www.czechinfo.
aero/wmc.aspx?lokID=2].
FAI congratulates the winners and thanks
the organisers of the championships.
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So What Do You Intend To Do?
David Wilson, State Coach for Victoria
THIS ARTICLE WAS INSPIRED BY A TALK GIVEN TO THE STATE COACHES IN JULY BY SANDY IULIANO,
WHO HAS WON A WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP IN THE SPORT OF TRIATHLON. SANDY DESCRIBED HOW SHE
HAD PLANNED HER TRAINING PROGRAM FOR FIVE YEARS LEADING UP TO HER WIN IN THE WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS. THE TALK WAS PART OF A LEVEL 2 COACHING COURSE ORGANISED BY LISA TROTTER
FOR THE STATE COACHES. THE PROGRAM WAS RUN BY VICSPORT SPORT EDUCATION VICTORIA. IN
THIS ARTICLE I WILL ATTEMPT TO TRANSLATE THE IDEAS PRESENTED INTO A GLIDING CONTEXT.

E

very one is an individual, and each of
us has our own ideas of what we want
to achieve out of our sport. Not everyone
aspires to be the World champion. I am
sure that everyone participating in the sport
of gliding does so because they want to
feel a sense of enjoyment. That almost goes
without saying. However, how many of you
have thought about how to maximise that
sense of enjoyment? What is it that you
enjoy? How can you achieve that enjoyment
in greater measure?
When you started gliding, nearly all of
you will have had a goal to go solo. Having
achieved that goal, you may have set another
goal or two, and perhaps achieved those goals.
Are you now just coasting? Is gliding not as
much fun as it used to be? If so, then perhaps
you need to re-assess what you want to do
and set yourself some achievable new goal.
One way in which humans get enjoyment is to achieve a goal that they have set
for themselves. This is the reason why gliding has a graduated set of goals starting with
going solo, then getting your C certificate,
then getting cleared for cross-country flying,
then achieving your silver distance badge
for a flight of 50km, your Gold distance
badge for a flight of 300km, etc, right up to
a diploma for achieving a flight of 1000km.
Similar steps in goals are there for height
gain, and five hour duration is recognised
as an achievement.
These pre-defined goals suit many pilots,
but there is nothing to stop you defining
your own goals. You might, for example,
really enjoy the scenery when you go flying,
and you might set a goal of flying into the
mountains where the scenery is much more
spectacular. Or you might be of a scientific
bent, and decide to carry out performance
testing of a range of gliders. This goal has
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made Dick Johnson of the USA famous.
There are thousands of possibilities for a goal
that suits you.
My point is that setting a goal is an
individual thing, and no coach can do it for
you. You have to decide what you want to
achieve. The important thing is to have a
goal, because it gives you a purpose in life,
and working towards a goal is one way to
get enjoyment out of what you are doing.
Having a goal is the start. However, it
is not enough. You need a plan for how you
will achieve that goal. One of the coaches at
the meeting said (and I do not know if he
was quoting someone else), “Failure to make
a plan is a plan to fail.” If we fail, then that
is not an enjoyable experience. So we need
a plan.
The planning process which follows is so
general that you could apply it to any aspect
of your life, from paying oﬀ your house
mortgage, finding the right life partner,
becoming a better marathon runner, finding
more time to pursue your hobby or getting
your child through school. However, for this
article I will give some examples of how you
might apply it to your gliding.
What are the elements of a plan?
Where do I want to go?
• A statement of the goal
Where am I now?
• An identification of the skills or attributes
which have to be acquired to reach the goal
How am I going to get there?
• Identify opportunities for acquiring the
attributes and skills required
• Establish a graduated series of steps leading
towards that goal
• Make a timetable and a commitment
to exploit those opportunities
How am I going against my plan?

•

A record of what was actually done.
This is a continuing review process.
The persons in the following examples
are entirely fictional, and if you perceive any
resemblance to either yourself or any other
person, then you are letting your imagination run too far. Instead, channel your imagination into applying the planning principles
to yourself!
EXA MPLE NO. 1

Harry joined the gliding club two years
ago, and three months ago, he achieved the
status of a solo pilot. He has been converted
to fly the club single seater, and goes to the
gliding field at least once a fortnight. Harry
enjoys the challenge of taking oﬀ behind
the tug, and has been doing very good circuits and smooth two-point landings. The
instructors have been quite complimentary
about that. He has been taking high tows in
order to prolong his flights. He has averaged
over thirty minutes per flight, but notices
that others seem to be able to get much
longer flights, even though they only take
standard tows to 2000ft. His friend Bill
stayed up for over two hours last weekend,
and raved about flying out over the forest
west of the airfield to the lakes and cleared
land beyond the forest edge. Harry realises
that his main problem is that he seems to
be unlucky in finding thermals, and loses
the thermals when he tries to centre them.
Harry prepares a plan.
Harry’s objective: To have the skills
to stay up for a long time in thermals
Harry quantifies the objective by saying
he wants to stay up for five hours. However,
he realises that this is unrealistic in the
short term, so he sets some intermediate

October 2007

G FA

OAMPS Insurance
Brokers Ltd

objectives of a flight of one hour, two hours,
three hours, and then five hours.
What skills does Harry need to acquire?
Harry has already identified that the skills
he needs are how to find thermals and how
to centre them.
Thinking back through his gliding
experience, Harry has only had one flight
of over two hours, and that was as a passenger in the club Duo-Discus at the club
camp last summer. Looking through his log
book, he notes that there were ten flights
of nearly one hour duration in his pre-solo
training, all of them with either George or
Rick. He resolves to talk to both George
and Rick about thermalling and how to
stay up longer. Next weekend, Rick is the
duty instructor. He advises Harry to do
some more dual flying, with either himself
or especially with George, who is the club
coach. Later that day, Rick takes Harry up
for a flight and talks him through finding
several thermals and centering them. They
stay up for an hour and a half. Early in the
flight, there are cumulus clouds marking
where the thermals are. Later the clouds
disappear, and Harry is surprised that there
are still thermals. He wonders why. Harry
resolves to have one flight with either George
or Rick at least once a month, and to practice thermalling solo in the single seater in
between. Rick directs Harry towards several
good books about gliding which explain the
theory of where to find thermals and how to
centre them.
Harry’s plan for the next year’s gliding
looks like this:
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A PROFESSIONAL REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKER
EXA MPLE NO. 2

Hermione joined the gliding club four years
ago in order to be with her boyfriend, John,
who was hooked on the sport. Hermione
has a very competitive nature, and was
determined to catch up to John in gliding
skills, and now she is also hooked. They

have jointly bought a second hand Discus,
and both are cleared to fly in it cross-country. However, Hermione finds that many
of her flights end with an outlanding, and
far too often she is dependent on John to
come and retrieve her. She has made several
attempts to complete a 300km triangle, but
her longest flight is 185km. John completed
his first 300km triangle in the Discus a
month ago.
On the field, Hermione discusses her
problems with outlandings with the club
coach, George, who happens to be the duty
instructor that day. George asks how long
since she had a dual flight with a coach. She
says she usually goes dual with John. George
suggests they take a dual flight in the DuoDiscus. During the flight, they talk about
cloud reading, thermal sources and streeting.
George notes that Hermione is only using
about 30 degrees of bank when thermalling
and that her thermalling speed is usually
about 55kt, varying between 50 and 65.
He demonstrates 45 degree bank and flying slower and at a more consistent attitude
(nose on the horizon) so that the circles are
small and the glider can stay in the core, and
so that she can get a better feel for what the
air is doing. He also gets Hermione to notice
the feel of the thermal rather than relying on
the vario. After the flight, George tells Hermione that she should prepare a plan aimed
Soaring Australia
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at improving her thermalling skills and at
getting as much cross-country practice in
during the season as she can. He tells her
about the Women in Gliding Week as an
opportunity to get in a concentrated week’s
flying and catch up to John there, if not
before. He also recommends the Narromine
Cup week as a good way to get long flights
in a friendly and organised atmosphere.
Here is the plan Hermione prepares:

EXA MPLE NO. 3

Ron has his own glider, a very competitive
ASW 28, which he bought three years ago.
He has been competing in state and national championships for the last eight years. So
far, his best individual day result has been
sixth, and his best overall result was eighteenth at last year’s Club class Nationals. He
is very keen to get selection on the international team. Ron attends his club at least

once a fortnight,
and practices in
his own glider,
staying up typically for three or
four hours. However, he realises
that just pottering
around the home
field or even going

cross-country is not
enough. He needs to
be flying competitively
against other pilots
trying to go fast. Ron
seeks guidance from
the club coach, who
refers him on to the State coach. Between
them they come up with the following plan:
• Attend a GlideFast course
• Take part in as many competition events as
possible. This includes going to Queensland
for the competitions in October, when it is
still not soarable in Victoria
• Find a compatible gliding partner at the
club, and go oﬀ together on cross-country

flying instead of just pottering. Set achievable but demanding flying tasks each day
• Download and analyse the trace from
each flight and determine where you lost
time. Try to maximise the average thermal
strength for each flight. Compare your trace
with your partner’s
• Have fun
With guidance from the state coach,
Ron prepares the following plan (above).
You will notice that all three plans have
one thing in common. It doesn’t matter
what level you have reached, you will always
improve with better thermalling!
Remember: A failure to plan is a plan
to fail. So start planning!

Letters to the Editors

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Help Reduce
Volunteer Burn-out
Gliding clubs have to be run along business lines
if they are to survive; however, they are not businesses. Only a couple of the largest, bordering
on commercial operations, have any paid staff.
As the term ‘club’ indicates, they are non-profit
organisations run by members for the benefit of
the members.
Our society has shifted to the state where
people are often only concerned with instant
gratification, along with what they can get
without putting anything back in return. This
has resulted in a large percentage of the work
in clubs being done by very few people. If you
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turn up only expecting to fly, find an airworthy
glider waiting for you, someone ready to launch
you, at a cost less than half the commercial
rate, give some thought to how this occurs.
Then consider how your attitude affects those
who actually do the work, generally unseen
and often unappreciated.
Asking you to help would probably be unrealistic. You could, however, help by keeping your
criticism constructive: this may reduce the burnout amongst those who actually do something
and keep things operational.
Ted Gaida, Mangalore Gliding Club

Dalby Rocks!
I wish to thank everyone for the great
weekend of my 60th birthday.
What I needed was some hang gliding, some
tug flying, the company of friends, the sound of
conversation and laughter and my kind of music
in the background, and beer – all this I got!
But that wasn’t enough for you lot, so on
top of that I got a great birthday cake, lots of
cards and all this expensive model aeroplane
equipment that I’ll keep forever.
Birthdays come and go for me, but this was
the one I’ll always remember – thanks gang.
Blaino
Dalby rocks!
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SPORTS PSYCHOLOGY TRAINING
Philip Ritchie
AS A GLIDER PILOT PROGRESSES FROM SOLO TO CROSSCOUNTRY TO COMPETITION CROSS
COUNTRY RACING, THERE ARE DISTINCT POINTS IN THEIR PROGRESS THAT ARE REACHED.
THE RATE OF PROGRESS DEPENDS ON THE PILOT, WHAT ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE, AND HOW
THEY MAKE USE OF THAT ASSISTANCE. THE GFA HAS INSTITUTED A COACHING SYSTEM WHICH
IS GROWING AND DEVELOPING ALL THE TIME. RECENTLY, THE SPORTS PSYCHOLOGY ASPECT
HAS BEEN ADDED.

M

any pilots reach a certain level
and find it diﬃcult to step up
to the next level. For myself,
there was a significant jump
when I used Bruce Tuncks as a one-on-one
coach. Since then my skills have been honed
by flying as many hours as possible and flying against other pilots of similar skill level.
My results improved after such practice; however, there is always a next level and it was
diﬃcult to see how I could improve further.
After a while, there are only incremental
gains to be had in technical skills. More
practice adds little value. Some pilots seem
to have either stumbled on a method, or have
the innate knack and take the step themselves. When asked what that factor is, they
are either reluctant to say, or more likely they
don’t actually know. I believe that for pilots
with good technical knowledge and practical
skills, the next step is all in the head.
The GFA has previously organised some
psychological training at the Sports institute
in Canberra, but it was not specific to gliding or personalised for an individual. So
when the opportunity came to attend a
sports psychology course specifically aimed
at glider pilots, I jumped at it.
Lisa Trotter, a successful glider pilot in
her own right and also a qualified sports
psychologist, was running a course for several South Australian pilots who were going
overseas to represent Australia. There was
a space vacant, and I was invited to attend.
The pilots going overseas had the course
partially subsidised by GFA, but my place
was not. The cost, I figured, would be handsomely repaid by making further practice
more targeted, and hopefully show me the
way forward.
The course started long before the weekend’s activities. There was an initial phone
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call and email to advise me of what the
course involved, and then an online questionnaire that explored my current attitudes,
beliefs and internal thought processes. Then
there was a phone interview that gave Lisa
further insights into the murky workings
of my brain, and also allowed her to find
out what my goals and attitudes towards
psychological training were. Following the
interviews and online questions, Lisa prepared a comprehensive personalised report
and pre-training reading.
The weekend’s activities included a 30
to 60-minute one-on-one consultation with
Lisa, who went through the report in detail
and gave me the opportunity to discuss
the findings. As part of that process, she
also formulated personalised activities and
practice methods specific to me. The rest of
the weekend was spent going through work
sheets that were aimed at finding the good
things we were doing, activities for reinforcing them, and also identifying the negatives
and determining ways to counter them. It
was enlightening, fun and exciting to talk
to the other pilots and find out what goes
through their heads during a competition.
Some things were very similar, and some
things very diﬀerent. We’ve all had to invent
our own coping strategies, and some pilots
have done better in certain areas so I think
there was a good opportunity to learn from
each other. Lisa’s role was to guide us and
facilitate the discussion. This was the first
course she had run specifically aimed at glider pilots, so there was the feeling that we
were pioneering something new and exciting.
After the course, Lisa sent us a summary
of the worksheets that we had completed
and asked us to give some feedback on the
course structure and content. We all had
personalised activities to practice. For myself,
the only negative was that the course was

Lisa Trotter

held at the end of the Australian soaring season, so I’ve had little opportunity to practice
the competition and in-flight activities –
but I’ve been using some while flying
Condor flight simulator. Of course, the
other pilots in the course have gone overseas
for the European summer, and their outstanding results may in part be as a result
of the course. (See Terry Cubley’s comments
under ‘Preparation’ in his article ‘Rieti
Revisited’, SA September 2007 – Ed.)
All elite athletes need to focus on the
whole spectrum that makes up an excellent
performance. Practice, physical skills and fitness are only part of the picture; all sports,
especially gliding, also require good mental
preparation . This may well be the way
forward. Imagine a nation with a dozen or
more Sebastion Kawas or Ingo Renners!
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V

intage
gliding
corner
Happy 30th Birthday
Vintage Gliders Australia
15 October 2007

Boonah Gliding Club members Laurie Simpkins and
Stewart Hamey in Laurie’s restored T-31b Tandem
Tutor (VH-GCW) at 4000ft (see SA August 2007, p22)

K4 PROGRESS
Ian Patching (From Vintage Times, Issue 107)

S

ome people were disappointed
when the VGA K4 didn’t attend the
annual rally at Bordertown earlier
this year. There was a very good
reason for this, as Dave Howse had detected
some rib damage during the Form 2 inspection and time just didn’t allow for a repair
before the rally.
Just to remind people, the K4 was
gifted to the VGA in 1999 from the North
Queensland Gliding Club, and since then
it has been based at Bacchus Marsh. Dave
has been the person in charge of the glider
and has done a great job looking after it on
behalf of all of the members.
The damage he found was two broken
ribs in the D-nose of the port wing, just
outboard of the strut fitting. There were
no inspection holes in the vicinity of the
damage, so a detailed inspection couldn’t
take place without some major work. It was
decided to cover the loss of the glider at the
rally with the provision of a number of other
two-seaters so that members wouldn’t be
disadvantaged. Thank you to Dave and to
Caleb with GRZ, Gary with GNZ and Pete
with GLF.
Repair was scheduled for the Queen’s
birthday weekend. We met and discussed

MELBOURNE CUP

VINTAGE GLIDER

VGA REGATTA

CLUB RALLY

Dave Goldsmith

T

he third Melbourne Cup VGA
Regatta is on again at Bendigo
Gliding Club, Raywood from
3 to 6 November 2007, and this
time bigger than ever! Bendigo Gliding Club
has had a major upgrade, doubling the size
of the clubhouse. On field camping, showers, toilets, kitchen, and meals are available
at reasonable cost. Local pub meals and
accommodation are nearby, and all the tourist attractions of Bendigo are just 32km
away. Winch, aerotow, autotow and reverse
pulley launches, and some limited hangarage, should be available. Come and enjoy
fun and friendship while you dust oﬀ the
winter cobwebs and experience gliding in
the wide open spaces! Contact Dave Goldsmith <hutter17@bigpond.com> or phone
03 54283358 – or just turn up. Website
[www.bendigogliding.org.au].
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what we would do, and decided that the
best option was to cut a hole in the D-nose
between the ribs to allow access. What we
found was in fact six broken ribs and numerous breaks in the webs that strengthen the
ribs. We still haven’t figured out just how the
damage happened and when, but it is consistent with something being dropped on the
upper surface of the wing at some time. The
skin is 2mm thick and without the internal
inspection it was impossible to detect.
Another hole had to be cut to allow
access, and the repairs were carried out. Alan
Patching spent a day manufacturing new
crosspieces and web, and these were largely
installed by the end of the day. The remaining pieces were done next morning. Keeping
the temperature right was fun, but it looks
as though everything has gone to plan. On
the following Tuesday and Wednesday Dave
continued the repair by closing the holes
that were cut.
With that work completed, the glider
will continue with its Form 2 inspection
over the next weekend and be ready for the
next rally. The process for this repair has
taken approximately 20 hours. On behalf of
all members of the VGA, I wish to thank the
team responsible for their time and eﬀort.

Nitra, Slovakia,
26 July To 15 August 2007

Dave Goldsmith

T

he cowbell rang to open the 35th
International VGC Rally in Slovakia, and four Vintage Gliders
Australia members made the trip:
Herb Robbins, Martin Simons, Dave Goldsmith and Ian Dunkley with his wife Pat.
They were certainly not disappointed, in that
they were greeted by perfect weather, pleasant location, over three hundred friendly
colleagues and over 100 vintage sailplanes of
every description.
The airfield was a large all-over grass field
capable of accommodating three rows of
winch launches, a landing space for gliders,
two rows of aerotow launches and a landing strip for tugs and powered planes. There
was no limit on the number of entries to the
rally, and most were hangared.

This Ka6e has a lovely blue nose

A variety of towplanes and winches operated eﬃciently side by side to keep the flight
line moving. Generally, launches continued
throughout the day as many pilots of the
open cockpit aircraft and primaries returned
to thaw out, and diﬀerent pilots sampled the
wide variety of low, medium and higher performance aircraft present. Operations were
overseen by the chief instructor of the Nitra
Aero and Gliding Club, and only a few
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Swiss, perhaps?

instances of minor damage, mostly to gliders
on open trailers, occurred.
Over one hundred gliders present ranged
from the Zlin primary, via ULF-1 and twoseat primary, right through the range of
intermediate and aerobatic sailplanes, to the
higher performance types like the SB-5 Vtail, the big two-seat Kranichs and T21, and
the Phoenix fibreglass trailblazer. Motor gliders included the K14 and tandem two-seat
Motor Falke brought by David and Margaret
Shrimpton.
Some wonderful paint schemes were
noted, with every colour of the rainbow and
a deal of ‘courageous’ colour selection! Finishes were generally of a high standard, some
exceedingly so. Struts and bracing wires
were imaginatively decorated with flags and
appropriate (imitation!) furry animals. One
couldn’t help but notice the diﬀerence in
the grid line-up from that of current gliding
championships. It seems that sometimes, all
around the world, glider pilots just want to
have fun!
Aerobatic displays were presented on
some late afternoons by the Harbicht, Lunak
and Blanik, all with smoke canisters attached
to their wingtips. The Lunak and Harbicht
developed some co-ordinated displays that
were quite spectacular, with appropriate
music over the PA system and including
dual aerotows by the Wilga.
I had very enjoyable flights of 195 minutes in a K8, one hour in the T21b and one
hour in the Go 1 Wolf, plus a memorable
circuit in the 2G two-seat primary from

Go 1 Wolf at Nitra
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Photo: Martin Simons

Denmark. Martin and Herb also had long
flights. Thermals were normally in plentiful supply and well marked by cu, going to
heights of up to 7000ft. There was a control
zone based at 8000ft over the field, and
pilots avoided the restricted area around the
nuclear power station 22km to the east!
The facilities at Nitra airfield, including
the large hangar, would have been struggling
to handle us all if it wasn’t for the huge,
white plasticised tent and wooden flooring
hired for the event. This had been used with
great success at the Polish rally at Gliwice,
and so was brought to Nitra especially for
the rally. All briefings, ceremonies and parties
were held in this tent, as well as breakfast,
lunch and dinner daily. Side areas included a
kitchen and a coﬀee shop, and no doubt this
arrangement contributed materially to the
great success of the whole rally.
The Australian team ran a table in the
flea market to sell Vintage Gliders Australia
monogrammed T-shirts, which sold well.
Note for next time: we also could have sold
quite a few furry kangaroos! We also used
this opportunity to pass out some copies of
Soaring Australia to those interested, as well
as encouraging visits ‘down under’ with information about Australia wherever possible.
The International Night was held on
the first Saturday night of the rally. The
variety of tasty treats and various beverages from almost every country in Europe,
coupled with colourful table presentations
and national flags, promoted a festive
atmosphere. Add in the brass band, later in
the night to be relieved by disco music and
flashing colourful strobe lights, and some
wonderful company, and the stage was set
for a fabulous party. For the Australian presentation we had brought our Vegemite with
us, and were able to secure some nice Aussie
wine in the local Tesco supermarket.
On the Wednesday the Slovak evening
party took place, complete with traditional
foods and delightfully presented by locals
dressed in their national costumes. This party
was so well attended that the buﬀet was almost
swamped by the crowd, however the multitude all finished up well fed as the music
of the evening went long into the night.
At the VGC Council meeting, some
recent problems relating to the lack of a dedicated English vintage club, and a possible
breakaway group, were addressed. Australia,
as a member of the Council, supported the
International Vintage Glider Club concept
as it has always been. The International
VGC will support an independent English
club if the formation of such a club occurs,
just as it supports clubs in other countries.

I flew the 1950 model 2G primary from the front seat. I dared
not contemplate the slippery pilot seat as we climbed steeply
to 1200ft!

The Harbicht lands after a spirited aerobatic display by owner
Christoph Zahn. Crimson smoke from the canisters highlighted
the red and white colour scheme

At the wind-up party, among the VGC
prizes awarded we won the category of greatest distance travelled to participate. Overall
the rally had been incredibly successful with
plenty of flying, good thermals, great socializing and a huge variety of sailplanes.
Following a speech in four languages
by VGC president Chris Will, the cowbell
was reluctantly rung to signify the end of the
rally, and was handed to the Austrian representative to be rung at the opening of the
36th Annual Rally at Wels, Austria, next year.

VINTAGE GLIDERS
AUSTRALIA
ANNUAL RALLY
Ian Patching

T

he annual rally will again be at
Bordertown, from 5 to 13 January 2008. This year should be
better than ever with some interesting new vintage aircraft, and more overseas visitors, hoping to attend. The legendary
hospitality of the Bordertown-Keith Gliding
Club, and the fantastic summer thermals,
make this an event not to be missed! For
more details contact Ian Patching on phone
03 94383510 or email <patching@westnet.
com.au>, [www.vintageglidersaustralia.
org.au].
Soaring Australia
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Hang Gliding World Championships 2
Scott Barrett
THE AUSTRALIANS ARE THE
DEFENDING WORLD CHAM
PION TEAM AND FIND THEM
SELVES IN THE FLATLANDS AT
THE WORLDS, THE TRUCKS
ARE BIGGER AND THERE ARE
MORE GUNS, BUT THE SNAKES
ACTUALLY GIVE YOU WARN
ING BEFORE THEY BITE
AND THEY DON’T CHASE
YOU. APART FROM THAT IT
WAS LIKE BEING ON HOME
GROUND. THE SAME PILOTS
AS USUAL TURN UP, JUST
THE BACKGROUND SCENERY

Scott Barrett over Big Spring airfield

CHANGES. IT IS A WEEK AND
A HALF LONG PARTY WITH YOUR FRIENDS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD AND YOU GET TO DO
SOME AWESOME FLYING WITH THE BEST PILOTS IN THE WORLD.

T

he preparations made for some anxious
times. For a while it looked like I might
arrive before my glider turned up. Glider
shipping was organised for the entire team

by Moyes (thank you), arranged with ample
time beforehand. Most of the shipment
went well except that BAX lost Attila’s glider and mine. Attila stayed in LA and flew
some great sites at Crestline and Marshal,
north-east of LA, until the gliders turned
up, he then drove non-stop until, a number
of Red Bulls later, he was in Texas to pick
up Chris and I, and head to Leakey in the
hill country. We both had damaged glider
boxes and I lost a lot of auxiliary equipment
from the broken box, but thanks to Kraig of
Moyes USA and Attila’s huge solo XC drive,
I was pleased to have my new unflown and
undamaged C4 in Texas ready to assemble.

The Australian team (left to right): Jonny Durand Jnr,
Kraig Coomber, Chris Jones, Dave Seib, Adam Parer,
Scott Barrett
Photo: Heather Mull
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Leakey is the small town we decided
to go to because it was close enough to the
Worlds and the tugs were there. It is in the
heart of deer shooting country and also has
‘shoot a thief’ neighbourhoods. The locals
were friendly and quite interested to come
to the airfield on the weekend and watch
people hang glide and have a ride in something that flies.
There were lots of shops selling deer
corn, to bait deer to an area where you shoot
them from a convenient and comfortable
location. There were so many taxidermists
that you wondered what they did with them.
When the amazed Australians asked what
the purpose was, they were led into a living room where the householders watched
television and six deer heads stared back at
the people. The accompanying explanation
was, “In Texas, if it moves, you either shoot it
October 2007
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s 2007 Big Spring, Texas
or marry it.” The area is scattered with kids
cubby houses on stilts that sit in the middle of fields for the sporting shooter to hide
in, until something moves, then I can only
imagine that if they choose not to shoot,
it is time to propose.
Dave Prentice hangs out at Leakey
and does hill launch record flights with his
paraglider. Leakey is a little cooler and has
a river, so he hangs in a more comfortable
environment, and when not flying the hills,
heads out to the flatlands when the weather
is really on for setting towing records. He
also bow-hunts deer and elk out of Leakey.
I stayed in a tent and swam in the river
of a morning. Bill Moyes and Bobby Bailey
stayed in nearby San Antonio and built
Dragonflies to use as tugs during the Worlds.
There was a bit too much excitement during
the testflights with three dead stick landings
due to various reasons, one of those being
an engine seizure due to having no oil in
the fuel. Eventually they flew into Leakey
(except for the now engine-less tug). We

are lucky to still have Bill after a number of
airworthiness related issues the OZ report
reported from later in the Worlds:
“Bill Moyes is still causing heart attacks
around here. He didn’t pre-flight a Dragonfly
that he and/or Bobby just built and the elevator bolts were on finger tight. Fortunately, they
came oﬀ just as he was taking oﬀ, so he could
keep the plane on the ground. Otherwise we
would be attending his funeral a bit too soon.”
The Big Spring environment is 771m
hot flat ground. With a large town and large
ex-military airstrip which was once home to
fighter interceptors kept in constant readiness. The area is often dry, however, this year
the area was supplied with consistent moisture brought up from the Gulf of Mexico.
For three weeks prior it had stormed and
there were lakes in the middle of sorghum
crops all over the place. There are a lot of
irrigated areas and ploughed or stubble
fields, and being as wet as it was, it was more
a matter of finding slightly higher ground
than a particular type of crop to find lift.

Launch queue

Photos: Scott Barrett

Mario Alonzi climbing over low cliffs on the first task

Attila first in goal

Photo: Richard Lovelace

Christian Ciech (Italy) in his Laminar above Big Spring airfield
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Waiting for the start gate

Davis Straub does the briefing

Always smiling: the Japanese

Conditions were low, weak and blue;
classic gaggle days for the first three days.
The Japanese team were in the lead after
the first day. I made a point of calling them
the World championship winning team
on the morning of day two – they were
very happy and full of pride. Flying with
a number of them, I noted that they flew
with great confidence throughout the comp.
They are good characters. The English team
were excelling and had a clear lead in the
teams competition by the end of day three,
it was reported that they thought conditions
were booming. I asked them about it and
they said that it was a bit like being at home
except that here it was not drizzling.
The competition was well run, Davis
is rivalling Billo (of NSW State Titles and
Gulgong ‘meat head’ fame) for running a
no-fuss competition. Davis made the briefings full of relevant information and took
any additional discussion oﬀ line and available for anyone to sit in on. David Glover
worked on entertaining the pilots at briefings
– there were a lot of laughs. Google Earth
was used to describe the tasks, goal fields,
goal lines and views approaching goal along
the task line. Weather information was provided as best as was available and the computer presentation was shown on the big screen.
Task briefings were followed by formal
team meetings with strategy, pep talks, team
cheers and stuﬀ – I don’t really know, but
it appeared that was what the other teams
did as they did it in other languages. We
walked out, relaxed, set up, relaxed, launched
late, worked out what the air was doing for
the day and talked on the radio comparing
our ideas for strategies for the day. Then we
worked together with the front runners, calling climbs for those behind, each call being
Judy and Jon Durand Snr

26 Soaring Australia

a position report as well. There was very little
time actually spent talking, but the team was
cooperative and this made a diﬀerence to
being able to keep pace and assisted in keeping us together by speeding up those behind.
Other teams were supplied with doctor/
masseuse, a team manager/driver, uniforms…
With this in mind, one day we landed at
goal and heard one of the Austrian pilots
complaining that their team did not have
beer in goal. The Aussies had little funding, but did manage to have a full esky.
The HGFA funded pilots’ entry fees to
the competition, supplied an FAI sporting
licence and an international proficiency
rating. Pilots were left to arrange and fund
a team uniform, all equipment and freighting, accommodation, vehicle, driver, esky,
support crew and the tow fees, which were
a big hit to the personal budget too. It is
an expensive exercise that was a substantial
drain for the team members. Thanks to the
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club and some of
its individual members for contributing to
sending two of its members to the Worlds.
We had enthusiastic self-funded supporters there as well. We had the whole team
in goal after a straight line flight to Hobbs,
New Mexico. The whole team, with Jon and
Judy Durand, Molly and Vicki Moyes, all of
the Aussie team pilots had made goal and we
sat together in the shade with an esky full of
drink and Taco Bill to eat, courtesy of Jon
and Judy Durand who had come to retrieve
us. The long downwind tasks made for some
long road trips back to Big Spring. The team
stopped for dinner on the return trip on
most nights. There are a lot of ‘dry’ counties
where no alcohol is sold. On asking one of
the waitresses where to get alcohol, she had
little idea as to what places to go in the next
county because she had only been out of the
county once.
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On glide with the gaggle

For Australian travellers such as ourselves
it was inspiring to be in legendary hang
gliding locations where legendary pilots
like Larry Tudor used to set records at locations such as Lubbock, Texas, or Hobbs,
New Mexico, by flying the dryline. Here we
experienced tornado warnings and a hurricane coming up from the Gulf of Mexico
which turned into a tropical storm – these
things were indicators that we were really a
long way from our training grounds at Hay
and Deni in NSW. On one occasion when
conditions were flukey with cirrus passing
through, I had a slow low day, so slow that
the gaggle landed around me and I drifted
in 30ft/min down, waiting for it to kick oﬀ
– it didn’t. I landed on an oil millionaire’s
ranch and talked about oil, cotton and hang
gliding. The oil game is lucrative. Ranchers
with mineral rites just sit back (with cotton
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A gaggle marks a thermal before we take the start gate

crops as sidelines) and collect 60% royalty
on US$80 per barrel and each well may
produce between zero and 250 barrels a day,
multiply by lots of wells. He was very friendly and told me that if I needed anything,
they would be working in the neighbouring
field. I took so long being sociable that I had
not packed up before the team drove past
and picked up Jonesy instead (they said they
would be back). The rancher stopped by
again to tell me that the team had been past
without picking me up. I said that I hoped
they would be back, but he hoped they
wouldn’t be. I asked, “Is that because you are
going to look after me?”
“Yes,” he says, “feed you up and take you
deer shooting.” He has a .22 rifle between the
seats in the pick-up. I can tell the small size
from the cartridges on the dash. I tell him
that he will need a bigger rifle for deer. He
says “Nah, ahi shuut em fram reel close ap.”
“Ah, a sporting man,” I say. I know that
it is unwise to stir a man with a gun, but
he seems like fun. Apparently the big guns
make a mess and ruin too much of the meat
and if you want to spotlight and head shot
them, it is much neater with a .22. Yes,
we are certainly in Texas and I did expect
a bigger gun.
One of the disappointing things that
happened at the Worlds was that after five
straight flying days a rest day was planned.
The path and timing of the coming hurricane should have been more on the minds
of those that voted to keep the rest day. It
was a great flying day and it turned out to be
a very dangerous day – because of the pool
party. It was a great event. On the down side
there was one broken foot from jumping
into the four-foot deep pool and Jonny was

pile dived head first into the bottom of the
pool and sprained his neck. Gaggle flying
was a little more dangerous for Jonny the
day after that, trying to keep a lookout by
rolling around in his harness.
I asked our team member Chris what
stood out for him about the Worlds:
“There were a lot of good pilots. However,
behind the lead gaggle there were often a lot

Over the Texan flatlands

Left to right: David Seib, Attila Bertok and Jonny Durand

Attila celebrates with the Moyes family
Photo: Courtesy Vicki Moyes
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Bill Moyes in his Dragonfly

of pilots who feared failure more than having
a keenness to do well. There were some very
conservative gaggles with no one prepared to
take risks. The Australians were more often out
front and certainly had a good go at racing and
they did it with confidence.”

Scott and his ‘Goldmember’ playing in the murk with friends
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I certainly wanted more flying days, to
have seven flying days at a Worlds event does
not allow enough time for luck to be a lesser
factor in the results. There were so many
good pilots working in gaggles that winning
a task or placing mid-field was often just
the diﬀerence of having a low save on that
task. It was unforgiving of a single mistake.
The competition was won by the diﬀerence
in points equivalent to about 20 seconds
– being World Champion or coming second
was only a matter of one additional thermal
turn over the course of a week of flying.
Some of my favourite pilots to fly with
at this meet were of course the Australian
team, with a very competent, confident mix
of pilots who were very cooperative and supportive of one another. The Australian team

flew in a manner to get scores for the team
and everyone was prepared to race hard.
Kraig scored for the team on every day and
was in goal every day that anyone made it.
He did not wander far from the lead gaggle and was brief and encouraging on the
radio. Kraig was Australia’s highest scoring
pilot due to some cool, skilled and consistent
flying. Jonny flew very well and was setting
the pace on a number of days, proving his
ability with the fastest pilots, particularly so
on the fast days. He was quite excited when
the days finally got strong with clouds – his
weather to excel. On one odd, tough, flukey
day he landed, pushing alone low through
blue sky and wet ground – that happens
occasionally in hang gliding. Days like that
scattered some of the best pilots through the
rest of the scoreboard.
Dave won task four to Denver, a 149km
straight line task. A number of pilots were
pushing the lead gaggle and were responsible for splitting it up, Dave and I included.
Dave finished hard, giving the gaggle the
slip by taking a diﬀerent line some thermals
out from goal. He beat me in by six minutes
and I arrived to find Dave sitting in a deck
chair dripping wet, having a beer. He had
just won a task at the Worlds – that was an
impressive go-hard finish to a fast day.
Chris made goal on a number of occasions and I saw him out on task with me. He
was quite cooperative and eager to have a go
and charge out to find the next stronger lift.
The field was so strong with so many pilots
in goal every day that seconds mattered and
the score split for pilots in goal was quite
high. Being in goal at the Worlds, but being
there late (like 30 minutes after the winner)
was so much less rewarding in points than
any other comp that I have been to.
Adam liked being in a diﬀerent environment and enjoyed the party. Staying in the
unit just outside the pool may have brought
the party to him on quite a number of occasions. Adam reported having less than two
hours sleep for five nights in a row and Dave
did similar, but he seems to be much better
practised at it. Adam and Dave shared a room
and that may have had something to do with
Dave influencing Adam’s sleeping habits.
Adam’s experiences taught me a couple
of valuable lessons. Firstly, that a long comp
is one of attrition – it is important to stretch,
eat, hydrate and sleep during such a comp.
Secondly, that packing up your glider and
keeping check of all of your equipment is
very important to your performance in a
comp, because if you are unfortunate and
spend one tasked day driving out 100km
to retrieve glider parts and a radio left there
from the previous day, that is a tasked day
missed entirely. Adam’s highlight in the air
October 2007
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Jet in the launch line-up

was stuﬃng up his VG rope on the last day,
a 171km task. He flew most of the way with
the VG on half, straight lining over huge,
roadless areas of thorn-bearing trees to make
goal at the ex-military airfield at Hobbs,
New Mexico.
As for me, I made goal every day that
anyone made it. I raced hard and scored well
for the team or was slow digging myself out
of a low save. I was able to beat my World
Ranking and my final position was clustered

amongst pilots that I have a lot of respect for
– but the results were not really the point. I
went to learn to go fast with the fastest pilots
in the world and to become a better pilot.
The Worlds are a great place for that and
so too are the top Australian competitions,
because that’s what attracts the top foreign
pilots here to fly with the Australians.
Other pilots I enjoyed flying with
included Andre Wolf, who pushes the lead
gaggle often, finds his own lift quickly and

On glide with the gaggle early in task one
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Climbing out

flies along confidently with or without company. Italian pilot Christian Ciech was great
to race with, on task five he flew alone along
a diﬀerent line to the lead gaggle that Jonny
was in. Christian appeared from nowhere
and challenged them for the lead on final
glide. He crossed the line one second behind
Mario Alonzi for a very close second place,
Jonny was right on the pace, 15 seconds
behind Christian. Christian climbs well
in gaggles or alone and flies as if the next
thermal is going to be a boomer. He and I
pushed the lead gaggle quite hard on task
seven, we were leading and taking diﬀerent
lines while maintaining a good breakaway
from the gaggle. We were looking for one
strong climb to go onto final, took just a
30 Soaring Australia

little too long to centre a mediocre climb
and had the gaggle come not very far over
our heads some time later for their one final
top up before goal. I was pleased to race with
him, we certainly expected to win the day,
but as often happens, Christian was pinched
oﬀ in the last disappointing climb and I was
able to salvage 10th place for the day – a
matter of minutes behind the guys that came
in just over our heads. I noticed on glide
to the last thermal that we were not actually leading as we thought. A lone pilot was
higher and ahead already on final, he had
not been flying with the lead gaggle and had
taken a diﬀerent line only to join up with
our route going onto final glide. That lone

leading pilot was Robert Reisinger – another
awesome pilot.
Primoz Gricar (Slovenia) reminds me
of flying with Oleg Bondarchuk, he is very
cooperative, polite to fly with and consistently performs well with a tendency to be
at the top of the pack nearing goal.
Scott Graville of Canada has been to
fly with us in Australia last season and has
been great company, he is always prepared
to make a move to keep the pace up. We
got to see a lot of one another in the air and
would wave and smile ‘hello’ when we met
in thermals. He has a great time flying and
a great time partying. With the way he flies,
his attitude and the eﬀort he puts into flying,
he will be a great pilot. Scott was famous for
one party night, when we made too much
noise and were visited by the hotel manager
to be told to quieten down. Scott picked up
the manager over his head and dived into
the swimming pool with him.
The Worlds was a big party with the
best pilots in the world. One of the ground
crew said to me that they had heard a report
from ‘Nick’ (Swiss pilot Roberto Nichele).
I had seen Nick above me in the thermal
and said to myself, “Hey, I am flying with
Nick,” and I rolled my harness over and
smiled and waved at him from below. I
think he was pleased to see that I was out
there to have fun. It was great to be a part
of it and, given that there were so many
friends, instances like that were common.
It was great to fly with everyone and I will
miss a lot of mentionable people, but I will
try to keep the list of memorable and inspirational flying moments finite and finish
by mentioning our new champion.
Our new World Champion, Attila Bertok, is always a delight to fly with. Attila
was without an organised retrieve and was
often riding back with us from goal. He
flew without a radio, which made it like flying without a team as well. An Australian
resident and Hungarian team member, he
has been very helpful in developing so many
pilots in Australia. He is a gentleman in the
air and on the ground, enjoys good competition and exudes a love for flying. He flies
with extreme confidence and pushes hard
with or without a gaggle. I flew with him on
a number of days – he is quite slippery, prepared to fly low and keep on moving until
he can ride a good climb to what most pilots
would consider a comfortable height. One
day Attila flew alone for a lot of the task (a
low blue day when it is usually best to use a
gaggle, something he remarked on himself)
and used up most of his luck, but still won
the day. Consistently lucky is really just very
skilful. Attila is known to do very special
October 2007
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The winning national teams (left to right):
Austria, Britain and France
Photo: Flavio Tebaldi
Left: Gerolf Heinrichs, Attila Bertok and Robert Reisinger
Photo: Vicki Moyes

things on fast racing days. Even the fast guys
are amazed at how fast he can go. At the
Worlds he won the first three days which
were low, slow, blue days. On the racing days
he was right there taking his turn to push
the lead gaggle harder. There are many pilots
who are very happy to see Attila win.
Congratulations to Attila from all of the
Australian team, you have been inspirational
and have proven yourself to be an all-round
pilot and a most deserving World Champion. Very well done mate!
Final Results

Score

1 BERTOK, Attila, Moyes Litespeed S5, HUN 6403
2 REISINGER, Robert, Litespeed RS4, AUT
6387
3 HEINRICHS, Gerolf, Litespeed RS4, AUT
6124
4 ALONZI, Mario, Aeros Combat L, FRA
6096
5 PLONER, Alessandro, Icaro Zero 8, ITA
6036
6 WIRDNAM, Gary, Aeros Combat L13, GBR 6011
7 COOMBER, Kraig, Litespeed RS3.5, AUS 5965
8 WALLBANK, Carl, Litespeed RS3.5, GBR 5827
9 BADER, Lucas, Litespeed RS4, DEU
5823
10 VYHNALIK, Dan, Aeros Combat L15, CZE 5749 T
Other Australians placed:
14 DURAND, Jonny, Litespeed RS3.5, AUS
5494
21 SEIB, David, Litespeed RS4, AUS
5289
30 BARRETT, Scott, Airborne C4, AUS
5006
57 JONES, Chris, Moyes Litespeed S4, AUS
3856
101 PARER, Adam, Airborne Climax 2, AUS
1390
Out of a total 109 pilots.

To the HGFA and its membership,
sending our pilots to the Worlds is about
developing skills and bringing back skills
to Australian flying. The team is involved
in pilot development programs in Australia.
There will be a number of skills development
programs operating at Australian competitions and in the lead up to competitions.
This is in addition to the training that the
Australian team members have been oﬀering
to pilots at numerous events and as a matter
of course through instructor, safety oﬃcer
and competition committee roles.
Thanks to all of the pilots attending the Australian
comps, they have made practice in competition possible. The support and interest in the Worlds was very
strong from pilots at home. Thank you everyone who
supplied sponsorship from my home club Newcastle

Hang Gliding Club which sent two pilots to the
Worlds. Thanks to my equipment sponsors, Airborne
for a top level racing glider. I flew a C4-13.5 which
had great performance and raced hard with the
best pilots and gliders no problem. The handling
was a great asset mixing it with the Worlds gaggles. My harness is a dual parachute RR, supplied
by Dynamic Flight, it kept me securely up there for
about 30 hours while I was in Texas. Mention must
go to the top pilots on the Australian ladder for the
courtesy demonstrated
by all during the selection of the National
team. There was not
a single challenge or
voice of protest and a
number of pilots who
genuinely wanted to
go, stood aside to give
Kraig a place on the
team. Thanks to Jonny
and Kath at Katabatic
for the design and supply of the uniform and
to the enthusiasts who
travelled to Texas to be
there to help us. Team
support crew consisted
of Chris Smith our
driver, Vicki and Molly
Moyes who attended
goal most days in their
own vehicle, Bill Moyes
attended goal occasionally, otherwise he kept
himself busy being back
at Big Spring supporting the towing operations. Jon and Judy
Durand interchanged
with Chris to drive
for us.
There are complete
tracklogs available for
download and programs such as SeeYou

can provide animation of your favourite pilots.
Full results and tracklogs are available from
[www.ozreport.com/2007worlds.php].
My photo album from the Worlds is located at
[www.williamolive.com/coppermine/thumbnails.
php?album=114].
The Italians have images under [www.deltaclublaveno.it/deltablog/nazionaledelta/Worlds2007.html]
and Richard Lovelace’s blog is at [http://rich-lovelace.
blogspot.com/2007_08_01_archive.html].

En-route on task three
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A Trike Wing Rack
That Eliminates The
Need To Bench Press
50kg Above Your Head
Mark Andrews
EARLY THIS YEAR I MADE THE DECISION TO PURCHASE A CARA
VAN SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED TO TRANSPORT MY TRIKE. WITH

2

THIS PLAN IN PLACE AND A FIVE MONTH DELIVERY TIME FOR
THE VAN, ONE THING THAT I WANTED TO ATTEND TO WAS
A WING RACK AND I WAS NOT HAPPY ABOUT HAVING TO LIFT
THE WING UP ABOUT TWO METRES ONTO THE ROOF RACKS
OF MY VEHICLE.

3

S

o I set about finding out how others do
it and it was obvious that you can’t avoid
the lift, but how can you reduce it to
a minimum?
I decided that a see-saw design was
worth looking at, with the fulcrum point
on the front roof bar. However, a see-saw is
unstable because it’s either up or down and
never the way you want it, so locking it in
place was a good start. The front vertical
support bar could do this, and you can see
in the first two photos how this works.

4
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To prevent the hinge assembly from
coming adrift from the front roof bar,
I created a locking unit which is held
between the front and second roof bars.
The shot cord you can see in the third photo
was to ensure there was a bit of resistance
when the rack is tilted.
Once the wing rack is tilted down, load
the heavy end of the wing about 3/4 metre
onto the rack, then lift the other end and
slide it up the rack. The angle is not steep
and it is easy to push the wing.

Using 50mm webbing and clips in four
places securing the wing to the rack, release
the front Y-bar from the nudge bar, push
up the bar and relocate the end clip in place.
This is also easy, as the heavy end is at the
back of the vehicle.
Finally, tie oﬀ the rack onto the three
roof bars.
I have used this rack now for three trips
and have found no need to change it and
I am happy my goal was achieved. The new
challenge is that my wife is insisting I now
go to the gym to do some weight training.

5
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GFA Membership
Maurice Little (Chairman, GFA Development Department)
THE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP STATISTICAL COLLECTION PERIOD IS AUGUST TO JULY EACH YEAR. THE
DATES ARE OF NO PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE OR IMPORTANCE, ONLY THEY WERE STARTED WHEN THE
THEN NEW IMIS MEMBERSHIP DATABASE SYSTEM WAS COMMISSIONED IN THE SECRETARIAT. PRIOR TO
THAT WHILST DATA WAS COLLECTED THE DATA WAS OF DUBIOUS COMPLETENESS AND INTEGRITY.
OFTEN THE VARIOUS CLASSES WERE MERGED INADVERTENTLY, OR COUNTED TWICE OR NOT AT ALL.
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An overview of members by category
does not show any significant variations year
on year:
2500
2000

2005/06
2006/07

1500
1000

276

271

411

311

52

74

Total
Total
Total
Ordinary Student Family

51

0

137

500
71

Before people get too excited, the data
received is just that – what the oﬃce has
received. If clubs are slow or delinquent in
sending in returns promptly, or members
are in arrears and the money has not been
received as and when due, then these stats
will be skewed by that factor. If clubs look
at the actual totals by membership category from the web details and believe their

2864

2197

Up 2.9%
Same as last year
Down 6.5%
Up 6.2%
Up 4.5%

3000

144

VSA
WAGA
SAGA
NSWGA
GQ

membership records are at variance to these
figures, we suggest you check carefully with
your treasurer and each member, and see who
has actually paid in the same time periods
as identified. If they fall outside by even two
weeks then their subs will appear for statistical purposes in the following month, even
though their membership was due in the previous month and, perhaps, statistical period.
There are lots of ways to present the detail
of the data, but the following is a small sample.
Clubs can extract their own data from the files
as posted and manipulate them accordingly.
In political terms the total of all categories is 10 331 members, taking into account
the introductory members as they flowed
through. The total equivalent full members
on this basis was 2586.

2126

T

he new system (now three years
on) follows monies received
against the eight primary paid
classes of membership, and matches each return to the paperwork, medicals
and correct payment. Classes that may not
be properly represented are the honorary or
temporary classes of life, associate and cadets.
Contrary to what has been reported by
some (including a recent article published
by John Roake about the world gliding
trends – August issue, p14) membership in
Australia has steadied, at least for now. This
is encouraging and hopefully means we have
permanently arrested the decline or better
still, maybe turned the corner as clubs start
to work up better ways to retain existing
members whilst continuing the good work
of attracting new members.
Here are the facts for 2006/07 when compared to 2005/06. Further comparisons are
available from the GFA website under the
Development area, as monthly updates are
posted routinely for all clubs to view and/or use.
In broad terms there were 87 clubs
nationally. Six of these failed during the year.
Another three started. Concentrating on full
members (that is ordinary, student, family
and family student) the national total was
UP 2.8% at year’s end, a total of 2460.
The breakdown by region was:

Total
Total
Total
Family 1 month 3 month
Student

There was a slight decrease in one-month
members compared to the previous year,
and this may reflect less overseas visitors in
2006/07. Down 100.
Introductory memberships, on the other
hand, show a slightly diﬀerent story:
8000
2005/06
2006/07

6000

4000

2000

0
Total
Introductory

Total Introductory
Student

This might not look like much here,
but we flew 1383 less introductory flights.
This probably means our clubs introduced
significantly less people to the sport than
in previous years, which may impact on
2007/08 new memberships. We know that
membership is in part a numbers game. The
more people you introduce to the sport, the
greater the chance of new members.
There is a long way to go on the road to
recovery. It takes time to reverse trends, and
it happens at club level. Regional Development Oﬃcers are on hand to advise on
how this is best done, and to assist clubs in
developing systems and strategies to improve
membership retention and recruitment. If
your club has not had a visit from an RDO,
or is not in contact with them throughout
the year, I would like to know so that steps
can be taken to remedy this and assist your
club in its future.
Full details can be found at [www.gfa.
org.au/development/stats.php].
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Coaching Week At Waikerie
With Ingo Renner
Bernard Eckey
AN OPPORTUNITY EXISTS FOR PILOTS TO FURTHER THEIR SKILLS DURING A ONE WEEK COACHING
CLINIC AT WAIKERIE. THIS FREE OF CHARGE EVENT WILL BE STAGED BY THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
COACHING PANEL DURING THE JANUARY HOLIDAY SEASON, FROM SATURDAY 5 JANUARY TO
SATURDAY 12 JANUARY 2008.

W

e are on track to break previous
attendance records, with approximately 30 early enrolments. As usual,
interstate visitors are also warmly invited to attend. Multiple world champion Ingo
Renner is this year’s guest coach, and will
let us tap into his wealth of experience and
expertise. He will coach in a two-seater, and
bookings for flights with Ingo are accepted
as soon as this article goes to print. Other

LAKE
KEEPIT

TAMWORTH NSW
Visit Lake Keepit Soaring Club
for some of the best
cross-country gliding in NSW
[www.keepitsoaring.com]
Email: <manager@keepitsoaring.com>

Ph: (02) 6769 7514
Fax: (02) 6769 7640
★ Club rates for all GFA pilots
★ Good glider availability
★ Winch and aerotow courses
★ Free flying after 4 hours
★ Mid-week operations
★ Airconditioned cabins,
bunkhouse, camping
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top coaches from across Australia have also
volunteered their time, and weather forecaster Mike Hancy will lecture on weather
related issues and provide professional daily
weather assessments for us.
Winch and aero tow launches will be
on oﬀer, and organisers are providing for all
levels of experience. Novice pilots are just as
welcome to attend as advanced cross-country
pilots. Andrew Wright will be looking after
our less experienced pilots, and a number of
instructors will provide individual training
for pre-solo students. Our proven practice
of providing theory sessions with PowerPoint
presentations in the morning will be continued. These will be followed by practical
flying during the soarable hours of the day,
with debriefings in the evening.
A group of experienced coaches will
guide advanced pilots around more challenging tasks. Most coaching will be conducted
on a lead-and-follow basis, but an opportunity exists for coaching flights in an ASH25
and other two-seaters.
This is an opportunity not to be missed.
For booking accommodation or hiring gliders please contact the Waikerie Gliding Club
directly at <wgc@riverland.net.au> or phone
08 85412644. The aim is to stage a low cost
event and help less experienced pilots to
attain a skill level which allows them to fully
enjoy our beautiful sport in future. We are
even planning to provide full catering at the
airfield for the duration of this coaching
week. For further details regarding the course
please feel free to contact Bernard Eckey
(head coach for SA & NT) on phone 08
84492871 or email: <eckey@internode.
on.net>.

Aerial view of the glider tie-down area

HAPPENED
RECENTLY ON
AN AIRFIELD
Martin Feeg
The new season is upon us and soon we
will be thermalling again. However, it brings
back memories of an incident last season.
When I was on a long flight and climbing
nicely, another glider came cruising in. It
became obvious that he was approaching
the circle as I was turning my back on him.
So it happened, and our separation was
very small indeed. I felt uncomfortable to
say the least, and sped up a good deal to
defuse the situation.
Close shave? I would say yes. It’s simple; the basic rules of thermal entry are not
just etiquette or niceties, they are for your
safety and the safety of your comrades.
Safe soaring.

October 2007

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

FA I N E W S
FAI Badge Claims to 30 August 2007
A BADGE

BARTLETT, Timothy John
11312
BOURKE, Alexander Thomas11314
WILKINS, Alexander David 11317

SA Air TC
Grafton
Bathurst

C BADGE

LENNON, Peter James

11205

NSW Air TC

11274
11316

Adelaide Uni
Boonah

A AND B BADGE

BRUINS, Mike
BULL, David John
A, B AND C BADGE

MOTIN, Leonid
DUNBAR, Leslie James
ARNOT, Nigel Edward
WISEMAN, Allan Robert

11310
11311
11313
11315

D.D.S.C
Nth QLD
Boonah
Adelaide Uni

11308

SCGC

BC B ADGE

PENFOLD, John
S ILVER C

MURPHY, Andrew

11054

Geelong

1634

Adelaide

G OLD C

DELEN, Hendrik
D IAMOND HEIGHT

LESCHEN, Henry Frederick 838
BOYLE, Ashley Colin
11067

Grampians
Beverley

D IAMOND D ISTANCE

DELEN, Hendrik

Adelaide

600KM DISTANCE

DELEN, Hendrik
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World Air Games 2009:
Organiser Agreement Signed
The Organiser Agreement for the World Air Games
2009 in Turin, Italy has been signed in Paris by FAI
President Pierre Portmann and Bruno Rambaudi,
President of the Turin Organising Committee.
This document lays down in detail the foundations for cooperation between FAI and the
Turin Local Organising Committee (LOC) aimed
at preparing and conducting the Games and the
test events planned for 2008. Meanwhile, the
LOC is refining the overall planning and working
structure for the preparation of the Games and
developing the marketing and sponsorship concepts, whilst the FAI Coordinator is dealing with
the comments and questions on venues and
air sport events that remained open at the end
of the bid process. Practical preparations will
start with a series of joint working meetings
in September. See [www.worldairgames.org].
From [www.fai.org]

TV Coverage Of FAI Championships
London-based company Flying Aces, with the
support of FAI, is filming a series of major FAI
world air sports championships in 2007. The coverage will feature in a television series showing
the full range of international air sports.
Developed by Flying Aces and its production
partner Pro-Active Television, ‘AirSports World’ will
be a 13-part series showcasing the FAI’s major
October 2007

international championships in each air sport in
2007. Air sports covered will include gliding, hang
gliding, paramotor flying, aerobatics, parachuting/
skydiving, ballooning and aeromodelling,
The 13 programs, which are to be broadcast
worldwide from late summer 2007 in the northern hemisphere, will also feature special reports
on world record attempts, air sports athletes,
personalities and lifestyles, as well as rounding
up the latest air sports news.
From [www.fai.org]

15m Class – Overall
1 Janusz Centka
2 Karol Staryszak
3 Leigh Wells
18m Class – Overall
1 Ronald Termaat
2 Yves Jeanmotte
3 Ricardo Brigliadori
Full results at [www.egc2007-issoudun.fr/].

POL
POL
GBR
NED
BEL
ITA

Fifth FAI Junior World Gliding
Championship
Date: 28 July to 11 August 2007
Location: Rieti (Italy)
FINAL RESULTS

OVERSEAS NEWS
14th FAI European Gliding
Championships
Date: 28 July to 12 August 2007
Location: Pociunai, Kaunas (Lithuania)
FINAL RESULTS

Club Class – Overall
1 Sebastian Kawa
POL
2 Roman Mracek
CZE
3 Tomas Suchanek
CZE
Standard Class – Overall
1 Frederic Hoyeau
FRA
2 Olivier Darroze
FRA
3 Peter Szabo
HUN
World Class – Overall
1 Krzysztof Herczynski
POL
2 Przemyslaw Bartczak
POL
3 Laurent Lejeune
FRA
20m Multi-seat Class – Overall
1 Vytautas Rasimavicius/Gintautas Butnoris LIT
2 Armin Ulrich/Dirk Reich
SWI
3 Martin Vnoucek/Martin Hrivna
CZE
Full results at [www.pociunai.lt/index.php?cid=2805].

Date: 2 to 19 August 2007
Location: Issoudun (France)
FINAL RESULTS

Open Class – Overall
1 Peter Harvey
2 Laurent Aboulin
3 Uli Schwenk

GBR
FRA
GER

Standard Class – Overall
1 Patrick Gai
GER
2 André Weidlich
GER
3 Felix Loth
GER
Club Class – Overall
1 Killian Walbrou
FRA
2 Miloslav Cink
CZE
3 David Bauder
GER
Team – Overall
1 Germany
2 Slovenia
3 France
Full results at [www.wgcrieti.it/jwgc2007/results.asp].

12th FAI World Glider
Aerobatic Championship
Date: 16.08 - 25.08.2007
Location: Niederöblarn (Austria)
FINAL RESULTS

Overall
1 Georgiy KAMINSKIY
RUS
2 Ferenc TOTH
HUN
3 Jerzy MAKULA
POL
Team
1 Hungary
2 Germany
3 Russia
Full results can be found at [www.wgac2007.com/].

FAI congratulates all winners and thanks the
organisers of these championships.

Soar the New Zealand Alps!
Gavin Wills Mountain Soaring School
GlideOmarama.com
Season: October to March
Personalised soaring adventures and courses
Exciting soaring, glorious country!
All information and contacts:

Photo: Kerrie Claffey

GFA News

www.glideomarama.com
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BOOK REVIEW
Erich Wittstock
‘ADVANCED SOARING MADE EASY’ BY BERNARD ECKEY
EQIP WERBUNG & VERLAG GMBH, GERMANY, 2007

I

n a time of declining numbers of
glider pilots on a
worldwide scale, it is
very refreshing to see a real
attempt to make our sport
more accessible to everyone.
Congratulations to
Bernard Eckey for his recent
release of Advanced Soaring Made Easy. What impressed me most
about this publication is that Bernard takes
the down-to-earth approach in explaining
to everyone, in a very eﬃcient manner, the
theory behind soaring. The book is written
in language that is clear, logical and scientific, yet simple and easy to read. The book
therefore makes itself available and understandable to anyone, not just academicallyinclined or advanced glider pilots.
There is a multitude of useful hints
for the competitive-minded soaring pilot.
However, the book is not like other new
publications that are entirely competition
oriented – it deals with local flying and
general cross-country flying. Developing
a solid theoretical background and becoming eﬃcient in local flying can provide

an important stepping stone for eﬃcient
cross-country flying as well as for successful
competing. Just getting more out our hobby
and sport on any level can be an objective
for reading this book.
I don’t know if there are others out
there with a similar experience to mine, but
going solo wasn’t as exciting as flying my
first 100km as part of my Silver C. Helmut
Reichmann’s book Cross Country Soaring was
the text available at that time, and it suited
myself and others. It is still unrivalled, but its
highly mathematical language puts oﬀ some
fellow pilots, both beginners and advanced.
Reichmann’s book suits me, but as an
instructor and mentor I like to have books
available to which I can refer and recommend to others. Bridging the gap between
that first solo and first solo cross-country,
Advanced Soaring Made Easy picks up and
continues where other books like Basic
Gliding Knowledge end, and it can take you
further if you wish. Could this be a standard
book for our coaches?
The meteorological aspects are tailored to
the southern hemisphere. The rotation direction of highs and lows are not just reversed;
specific synoptic charts deal with diﬀerent

weather phenomena that are tailored to our
great southern land. Flying sailplanes over
vast distances is liable to be either contained
or extended by diﬀerent weather systems.
Bernard’s personal experience in this area
makes his explanations and instruction
entertaining and easy to understand. It’s
a book that didn’t put me to sleep whilst
having it on the bedside table.
There have been a lot of advances in
soaring over the last five to 10 years. Equipment and instrumentation are better, but
the biggest improvement I see has been in
theoretical understanding of soaring. Long
gone are the times when paraphernalia flew
around in the cockpit and pilots made themselves sick trying to follow that MacCready
theory. (For background on Dr Paul
MacCready, see article in this issue – Ed.)
Bernard’s book covers how sailplanes are
flown these days.
Some might miss the absence of a
detailed section on PDA’s and other modern
glide computers and software. I reckon it is
beyond the scope of a book like this to cover
the use of these in any great detail. Programs
and gadgets come with their own manuals.
Many crave for less computer terminology,
and there is a need to make gliding less
mathematical and just easier to understand.
Extending knowledge with the aid of this
book, one can realise what glide computers
are supposed to help you with.
There are a lot of books out there that
cover the theory of our sport – this one is
one of the next generation. Advanced Soaring
Made Easy is not only accurate, but easy
to understand. Good book!

GFA National Coaching Program 2007/08
DATE

EVENT

PLACE

LEAD COACHES

CONTACT NAME

E MAIL AND PHONE NUMBER

Bernard Eckey
Glenyce Francis
Ian Grant

Ralph Henderson
James Cooper
Martin Feeg
Ross McLean
Dave Wilson
Phil Organ
Peter Buskens
Ross McLean
Bernard Eckey
Graham Garlick
Paul Mander
Nick Gilbert
Paul Mander
Nick Gilbert
Bernard Eckey
Glenyce Francis
Ian Grant

Dave Wilson

Dave Wilson

<rhenderson@iinet.net.au>, 0409 596579
<james@jamescooper.com.au>, 0429 992468
<XCCloudBase@aol.com>, 0423 044403
<rossmcl@bigpond.net.au>, 0438 532760
<dwjcra@ozemail.com.au>, 03 98360683
03 5435 3665
<pbuskens@melbpc.org.au>, 03 53671050
<rossmcl@bigpond.net.au>, 0438 532760
<eckey@internode.on.net>, 0412 981204
<birdmanoz@bigpond.com>, 03 95895944
<paul@mander.net.au>, 0417 447974
<CirrusC2@internode.on.net>, 0419 412772
<paul@mander.net.au>, 0417 447974
<CirrusC2@internode.on.net>, 0419 412772
<eckey@internode.on.net>, 0412 981204
<glenycefrancis@hotmail.com>, 0439 551610
<ian.grant@auspost.com.au>, 03 98771463
or 0418 271767
<dwjcra@ozemail.com.au>, 03 98360683

24-28 September Qld Coaching Week
October
WA Coaching Week
October
Advanced Glidefast
3-6 November

Jondaryan QLD
Ralph Henderson
weekend at each club James Cooper
Narromine NSW
Martin Feeg
Ross McLean
Melbourne Cup long weekend Bendigo VIC
Dave Wilson

18-24 November
24-25 November
24-30 November
9-15 December

Narromine Cup Coaching
Coaching Weekend
Gold for Soaring Pilots
JoeyGlide Coaching

16-22 December JoeyGlide
5-12 January
26 Jan – 2 Feb
26 Jan – 1 Feb

Narromine NSW
Stonefield SA
Benalla VIC
Gawler SA

Peter Buskens
Ross McLean
Bernard Eckey
Graham Garlick
Paul Mander

Gawler SA

Paul Mander

SA Coaching Week
Waikerie SA
Australian Women in Gliding Week Temora NSW
Basic Cross-country Week
Horsham VIC

36 Soaring Australia

October 2007

Soaring Calendar
AUSTRALIA
Jimbour Wines Queensland
State Gliding Championships
29 September to 6 October 2007
Hosted by Darling Downs Soaring Club. See [www.
ddsc.org.au] for info and entry forms. Held at McCaffrey
Field on the Darling Downs. Practice day 29 September.
Enjoy a month of flying in QLD, join the Cross-country
Coaching week, try your skills at the Queensland
Championships and then a short cruise of less than
100km to the Club Class Comp. Contact Keith Allen
at <comps@ddsc.org.au> or ph: 0429 351933 (h).

27th Club Class Nationals ’07
7 to 19 October 2007
At Kingaroy Airfield situated in the picturesque and
diverse South Burnett region of SE QLD. Practise
days are 7th and 8th. Hosted by Kingaroy Soaring
Club [www.kingaroygliding.com]. Entry fee $290,
surcharge of $50 if entry received after 31 August.
Limited to 60 gliders. Contact: Lorraine Kauffmann
07 54427448 or <lkauffma@bigpond.net.au>.

Canungra Classic
13 to 20 October 2007
This is the first HG comp of the Australian calendar
(AA pending) and is one week after the Canungra
PG comp. HQ this year is at Moriarty Park Hall, right
next to the showgrounds. Comp entry includes free
T-shirt and free presentation dinner. Mandatory:
GPS, intermediate rating with inland experience
and a repacked parachute. Registration/practice
day: Friday the 12th. Entry fee: $180 plus $40 site
fees (late entries after 31/8/2007 will be $210).
Prizes and cash for Open, Floater and, again due to
popular demand, ‘Best of the Rest’ classes. So get
your team organised and your Red Faces act sorted,
‘cause we’re goin’ flyin’. Registration on line [www.
triptera.com.au/canungra/classic2007]. For payment
info contact Regan <rkowald@hotmail.com>.

SA HG State Comps
Alternate weekends
27 October to 9 December 2007
See [www.users.on.net/~dsg/2007StateComp/].

Vintage Gliders Australia
Melbourne Cup Regatta
3 to 6 November 2007
Raywood, VIC. The third Melbourne Cup VGA
Regatta is on and this time bigger than ever!
Bendigo Gliding Club has had a major upgrade,
doubling the size of the clubhouse. On field
camping, showers, toilets, kitchen and meals are
available at reasonable cost. Local pub meals and
accommodation are nearby, and all the tourist
attractions of Bendigo are just 32km away. Winch,
aerotow, autotow and reverse pulley launches, and
some limited hangarage, should be available. Come
and enjoy fun and friendship while you dust off the
winter cobwebs and experience gliding in the wide
open spaces! Contact Dave Goldsmith <hutter17@
bigpond.com>, ph: 03 54283358 or just turn up.
Website [www.bendigogliding.org.au/].

NSW State Gliding
Championships 2007
11 to 18 November 2007
Lake Keepit Soaring Club. Multi-classes for the
competitive and Club Class, which is a relaxed and
supportive environment for newer pilots and older
and non-competitive aircraft. A picturesque site with
lots of varied terrain – the lake, Mt Kaputar ranges,
river valleys, the Pilliga scrub and plenty of classic
flatlands. Carriage of a FLARM or equivalent will be
mandatory. We hope to make this a very enjoyable
experience for you. Limit of 60 gliders, last time
oversubscribed, so get entries in early. See [www.
keepitsoaring.com]. Contact <dave@shorter.net>.
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Mt Beauty Fly-in
– Gathering of the Moths
17 to 18 November 2007
Flyers of all denominations are, once again, invited
to fly the sheltered Kiewa Valley, at the foot
of the picturesque Victorian Alps. Full range of
accommodation available. Contact Mark Ghirardello
03 57544572 or 0409 544572.

Narromine Cup Week
18 to 24 November
Narromine Aerodrome, NSW. The best fun week of
flying in Australia. Open to all for flying, a range
of interesting seminars, great social nights, and
coaching by NSW coaches. If you are planning to
attend then please advise to help with tug numbers,
and book your accomodation soon. Contacts: Beryl
Hartley, ph: 02 68892733 or email Mal via [www.
narromineglidingclub.com.au]. Join in the fun for the
11th Narromine Cup Week.

Gulgong Classic 2007
18 to 24 November 2007
Gulgong airfield. This is a AA and CIVL cat 2 comp.
The entry fee is $135, plus towing fees of $265.
Total cost is $400. Competitors must be proficient
at aerotow launching and suitably rated for
inland cross-country. For details, on line entry and
payments got to [www.gulgongclassic.com].

GCV Christmas Competition
27 December ’07 to 1 January 2008
Benalla airfield, VIC. All Welcome. Relaxed competition
suited to all levels of experience. Contact John Millott
<john_millott@hotmail.com> or ph: 0429 147462.

Inaugural Forbes Race & Rally
28 December ’07 to 2 January 2008
Hosted by Moyes Gliders and open to any pilot
who orders a new Moyes glider to be picked up at
the factory in December 2007. Not a competition
as such, but more of a tuning/training seminar to
get dialled into your new glider before the comps.
Maximum 30 pilots, no entry fee, just tow fees.
The idea is to tow out of Forbes for a couple of
days then, weather permitting, set goal to another
designated town. Tow out of there for two days
and move on again. Gerolf and Jonny will host this
event.More details to follow… Contact: Vicki Cain,
ph: 02 93164644, [www.moyes.com.au].

Maurie Bradney Week
29 December ‘07 to 5 January 2008
Hosted by Waikerie Gliding Club. Incorporating the
2007 SA State Gliding Competition. Entry form and
details will be posted on WGC website in October.

Vintage Gliders Australia
Annual Rally
5 to 13 January 2008
Bordertown, SA. The annual rally is on again. This
year should be better than ever with some interesting
new vintage aircraft and more overseas visitors
hoping to attend. The legendary hospitality of the
Bordertown-Keith Gliding Club, and the fantastic
summer thermals, make this an event not to be
missed! For more details contact Ian Patching on ph:
03 94383510 or email <patching@westnet.com.au>.
Website [www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.au].

Waikerie Coaching Week
5 to 12 January 2008
Waikerie, SA, with Ingo Renner. An opportunity
exists for pilots to further their skills during a oneweek coaching clinic. This free of charge event
will be staged by the South Australian coaching
panel during the January holiday season. This is
an opportunity not to be missed; see separate
article in this issue by Bernard Eckey. For booking
accommodation or hiring gliders please contact the
Waikerie Gliding Club directly at <wgc@riverland.

net.au> or ph: 08 85412644. For further details
regarding the course contact Bernard Eckey (head
coach for SA & NT) on ph: 08 84492871 or email:
<eckey@internode.on.net>.

2008 Corryong Cup
6 to 12 January 2008
Practice/rego: Sat. 5th, Court House Hotel 6pm,
70 pilots max. Enter online [www.corryongcup.com],
$120 before 1 December, $20 late fee, incl. T-shirt,
info kit, map and presentation dinner. Organisers:
Newcastle HG Club. Open & Floater Classes. GPS, GAP05 scoring, B sanction. Mt Elliott offers great crosscountry soaring with spectacular alpine surrounds.
The usual relaxed and friendly social environment,
free camping by the Murray River, lots of prizes,
fun and enjoyment. Cross-country flight tutoring/
mentoring by experienced comp pilots on offer.
This is a great first comp or warm-up for Bogong
Cup. Requirements: Current HGFA int. with inland
experience or equivalent, UHF radio and repacked
reserve. Contact: Wendy Herman 0411 772221.

Forbes Flatlands HG
Championships 2008
6 to 13 January 2008
Registration/practice: 5 January. Presentation:
13 January. Contact: Vicki Cain, ph: 02 93164644,
[www.moyes.com.au].

Australian Multi-class Gliding
Championships 2008
14 to 25 January 2008
Temora Airfield, NSW. Held in the centre of some
of the best soaring country in Australia. Hosted by
Temora Gliding Club. Entry fee $300. Late entry
surcharge applies $50 for entries posted after 30
November 2007. Entries are limited to 60 gliders.
Contact: Geoff King 02 69774424 or email Tom
Gilbert <tnjgilbert@internode.on.net>, website
[www.multiclass.joeyglide.com.au/].

Bogong Cup 2008
16 to 2d January 2008
Registration: 15 January 2008. Contact: Vicki Cain,
ph: 02 93164644, [www.moyes.com.au].

OVERSEAS

Wave Soaring Expedition
Patagonia 2007

Early November 2007 to mid-January 2008
San Carlos de Bariloche mountain resort, Argentina.
Contact: Jean-Marie Clément <info@topfly.aero>
or ph: +33 4 92213685, website [www.topfly.aero].

1st FAI World GP Champs
19 to 29 December 2007
Omarama, NZ.

2008 FAI Open South
American Championships

20 January to 1 February 2008
Adolfo Gonzalez Chavez, Argentina.

30th FAI World Champs for
Std, Club and World Class

6 to 20 July 2008
Rieti, Italy.

30th FAI World Champs for
15m, 18m and Open Class

2 to 16 August 2008

Lüsse-Berlin, Germany.
Other international events can be found
at [http://events.fai.org/].
[Note: GAP parameters, where listed in the above
events, are: bomb-out distance (minimum scoring
distance), nominal distance (minimum task length),
nominal time (minimum expected winners time),
and goal percentage (nominal percentage in goal).]
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SAND, SALT AND THE SEA
CLIFF BRIDGE AT STANWELL
Anthony Sandeberg

SMALL WAVES LAP ACROSS THE BOW OF MY BOAT, THE MONOTONOUS KNOCKING OF THE ROPE
FASTENED TO THE BOLLARD SUSPENDS ME INTO A STATE OF GROUNDED DESPAIR, I DON’T NEED
TO CHECK THE WIND, I CAN FEEL IT, I CAN TASTE THE SALT IN THE FRESH TO STRONG AIR, I KNOW
IT’S NOT ON AND I HATE IT. DESPERATE TO FLY AND HAVING READ ALL MY SOARING AUSTRALIA MAGS,
I NEED TO DO SOMETHING INSPIRING. SPURRED ON BY THE CONTINUING STRONG SOUTHWEST
ERLY WINDS WHICH HAVE RELENTED ONLY THREE PRECIOUS TIMES IN THE PAST FOUR MONTHS,
FORCING A SWARM OF PILOTS TO FORGO THEIR WORK RESPONSIBILITIES AND FEED THE ADDICTION
OF PARAGLIDING TO QUICKLY TAKE TO THE AIR FOR THEIR LONG AWAITED FIX BEFORE THE GOD
OF THE HIGH AND LOW PRESSURE SYSTEMS WAVES HIS MAGIC WAND “EXPELLIARMUS” TO THE TUNE
OF 25 TO 30KT. I BEGIN MY STORY…

I

had made up my mind to fly low over the
new Sea Cliﬀ Bridge, situated about 2.5km
south of Stanwell, it’s relatively easy to do
from a higher altitude, however, no one had
taken the low route around the cliﬀs and
I was determined to give it a go.
The construction of this new inspiring
‘over the ocean’ bridge was due to falling
boulders crashing down onto passing traﬃc
on the old coast road which is named after
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Lawrence Hargrave who became the first
Australian to fly at nearby Stanwell Park
utilising box kites in 1894.
The Mt Mitchell crossing is about a
1.5 kilometre open run over the beach and
lower cliﬀs south of Stanwell. Its reputation
for always having more south in it when
Stanwell is south-east catches most pilots
out until they bomb a few times and get
the message.

The technique varies pending the conditions, but generally you head wide and aim
for the bald spot above the graveyard of dead
trees. If you’re not high enough or the headwind nails you, the lower cliﬀs are your next
option once you clear the powerlines from
the local coal and passenger trains.
A fresh, clear, end of spring day, eightknot south-easterly, small cu’s forming down
the coast, a resident sea eagle laughs at us
October 2007

H G FA
as he eﬀortlessly cruises by within 30m of
launch – it’s on!
My glider is already laid out, I clip in and
launch into the light breeze, the wind refreshing on my face. I consider my options.
Trying to climb to 330m on a light day
working the knoll before topping up at Hell
Hole and struggling to maintain the one
kilometre back to make the crossing to Mt
Mitchell is my best choice. The wind is too
south to attempt from the back of the valley.
I leave Stanwell at 320m and head out.
The park is filled with picnickers, some people are fishing, surfers ride waves like acro
pilots flicking their boards around doing
water sats. Too busy admiring the scene,
I’ve lost 200m and head for the lower cliﬀs.
I scratch initially, then the smell of barbecues wafts into the light thermals coming
oﬀ the beach, the surf club shack looking
out over the packed beachgoers, many swimming between the patrolled yellow and red
flags. People are in their backyards enjoying
the morning sun as dogs bark and passers-by
wave. I search for any lift doing flat turns in
my Sigma 6, determined to climb out. One
hundred and ten metres will allow me to
jump the next gap and attempt the bridge.
The air is starting to warm and I feel the
temperature diﬀerence as I sheepishly circle
in light thermals conscious of staying centred
only 20m above the ridge with a myriad
of powerlines seeming to draw me towards
them. I need to clear the powerlines before
the next train comes as there is absolutely
no bomb-out.
As the occasional thermal releasing train
approaches I push and manage to maintain
and am rewarded with 15m plus. Hugging
the trees along the railway line, I wonder,
whether I will get whacked and end up dangling in the tall eucalypts. The train ferrying
passengers to the nearby beaches disappears
into a tunnel. I feel the glider bulging and
the symphony of my vario relieving the
intense angst, I gamble another tight 360
and, finally escaping, I pull away from
everything below and enter the relative safety
of height, my vario reads 120m – “That’ll
do me, I’m outer here.” I venture into the
now headwind, marginally relieved to have
cheated gravity again.
It’s a small crossing over houses and the
road to the bridge, bomb-out at this height
is a rock ledge surrounded by the sea…
I surrender to the ecstasy of flight, cars and
trucks are passing 20m under me now, a
sandstone wall is to my right, my wingtip
kisses the chiselled surface, dragging momentarily, small recognition of penetration for
which I am grateful, I need to get in front
of it, I’m drilled, sitting forward in my harness… as if it will get me there faster. I don’t
October 2007

Looking towards Mt Mitchell from Stanwell

Photos: Peter Wennersten
and Anthony Sandeberg
dare put the bar on as I’ll land on the bridge
saturated with cars, bikes and tourist busses.
I feel anger, breathing deeply to quell my
poor decision, my mind pushes forward.
The sandstone wall approaches in a
weird surreal eﬀect… everything slows
down, the cars are melting into the bridge
and dripping into the blue and white sea so
thick you can walk on it, small trees become
blobs of green – I’m loosing it…
I hear voices from below and look
around to see only bright colours… the
screeching pitch of the vario brings me back
to reality, I catapult up the rock face, sea
spray crystallising on my glasses, conscious
of not going too deep as I am still in a headwind and on the edge of rotor. My sphincter
smiles as I ease back in the harness and take
in the rush of my ecstatic risk, flying 60m
above such wonder, I am awestruck. Ahead
lay hours of soaring over blue sea, the hum
of cars and motor bikes, the odd tinnie with

fishermen laying cray pots and tourists oblivious to anything beyond their peaked caps.
The last of the passing humpback
and southern right whales have moved
south after their frolicking journey north
to Hervey Bay. Now it’s my turn to wave
the magic wand!

The weather station
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HGFA General Manager’s Report
2007 AGM – Change of Venue
The 2007 AGM will be held in Sydney,
not in Shoal Bay as previously advertised.
The meeting will commence at noon on
13 October at the Rydges Hotel, Bourke Lounge,
9 Missendon Road, Camperdown, NSW.

HGFA Board 2008 Election Results
The receipt of voting ballots for the recent Board
elections closed on 28 September. Votes will have
been counted by the time you read this issue of
Soaring Australia. Results will be posted on the
website from 5 October. The timing of this election is to provide the newly elected members
with the opportunity to attend the October
Board meeting and AGM on the weekend of
the 13 and 14 October in Sydney.

Flights for Charity
Two challenging undertakings have raised capital
for charitable causes this last month.
The first was by Dave Keough who – by flying a trike across the Gulf of Carpentaria, departing Weipa and landing four hours later in Gove
– raised in excess of $6000 to support Michal
Right, 22 year old daughter of Cairns-based
member Ken Right, in her fight against cancer.
Dave flew at 4000ft and covered the 600km in
a borrowed XT 912 with a Streak III wing.
The second undertaking, also supporting
the Cancer Foundation, was by Andrew Polidano
and Eddie Gray who flew their ‘flykes’ in New
South Wales from Mullumbimby to Milbrulong,
a distance (as the crow flies) of some 1042km.
Milbrulong is the venue for the annual Pico Flyin which lures paramotor pilots from across the
country to a three-day gathering in southern
New South Wales, near Wagga Wagga. Flykes are
a Fresh Breeze product which incorporates a tricycle frame with a paraglider wing and a standard paramotor that slips onto the back of the
trike frame. This means that when conditions are
not flyable, the two lads can merely push pedal
their gear along the road to Milbrulong.
By the time you actually get to read this, the
flight will be well over, but there is still opportunity to contribute donations to this worthy cause.
See [www.flykeaustralia.com].

APEC 2007
I would like to thank all members for their
patience, understanding and assistance during
the APEC 2007 meetings in Sydney last month.
As a result of the security measures imposed for
this meeting all operations within a 45nm radius
of Kingsford Smith Airport were grounded. This
directly effected operations at Stanwell Park,
Albion Park, Northern Beaches and Somersby.
Pilots are to be congratulated on their
(albeit reluctant) acceptance of this imposition
to engaging in their airsport activities over the
12-day meeting period. On behalf of the HGFA, I
thank you for your compliance to the AIP Supple40 Soaring Australia

ment order. Let’s hope the benefits of this meeting are conducive to our ongoing prosperity and
that the weather over the coming spring provides
ample airtime to compensate for any lost days
of flying during the period.
As a sub-note: The reasoning behind the
grounding of hang gliders and paragliders was
not so much the threat our aircraft could pose to
the meeting itself, but the threat we may have
posed to the military aircraft conducting surveillance manoeuvres within the 45nm radius of airspace. It certainly would not have been a pretty
sight seeing our craft smeared across the front of
some fast moving military aircraft as they swept
over the area of our sites on their flight path.
Thanks once again. Now let’s go flying…

Membership Payments
The following is particularly addressed to those
members who make electronic funds transfer
payments for their membership and other purchases or subscriptions.
While EFTs are an ideal means of making payments, they cause potential problems.
In many instances the EFT arrives at the office
without any identification as to which member
has made the transfer or information about what
the transfer is in payment of. Any EFT payment
you make is naturally debited from your account
and you will think that you have paid your
membership dues or purchased an item from
the HGFA store and wait patiently for that item
or membership card to come to you through the
mail. The only problem is that back in the office
nothing can be processed in relation to the funds
received because we simply don’t know what the
funds are for or sometimes even who paid them.
It is essential that when making an EFT payment you give some description to who the payment is being made by (your member number is
best) and a description of what the payment is for
(eg, ‘Full membership+QLDLevy 2007-08’). Additionally, in the case of EFT payments being made
for membership (whether it be for renewals or new
memberships), the membership is not applicable
until the form with completed details is received
at the office and matched with the EFT payment.

Change of Address Details
Maintaining accurate membership records can
be a particularly difficult and time-consuming
business, especially when the data provided
to the office is either illegible, missing components such as street number or State where the
member is living or missing the expiry date for
your credit card details. It is made even harder
when phone numbers are not supplied or email
addresses are not written correctly.
As a member service we try to chase some
of this information from the member, which all
adds to the cost of running the organisation.
Phone bills, time to script emails, down time in
processing all adds up and you, the members, are
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the ones that ultimately pay by not having other
services provided to you or in the escalating cost
of administration in maintaining the poor standard of supplied member details to the office.
If you are changing your address or contact
details in any way, please provide the office
with the updated information, in particular your
email address.

Tasmanian State and Club AGMs
I would like to thank all members of the Tasmanian Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association
for their great hospitality while attending their
AGM in August.
As usual when a meeting is held the weather turned on a beautiful day, but to their credit
some 25 pilots attended the all-day meeting,
staying inside to discuss developments for their
future and resisted the temptation to abstain in
preference to fly. Thank you all again for a good
day among pilots in a lovely setting and thanks
Rob for the drive to the top of Tunbridge for an
excellent evening view from the launch of one
of the local flying sites.
Among other projects, this Tassie group is
now looking into developing aerotowing as an
alternative within the State. This would provide
them with approximately 20 to 30% more flyable days, since the sites they currently have
are limited in the directions they can fly from.
By developing the aerotow option they will be
able to extend their flying season and potentially
introduce a new aero-tandem training option
once the operations become more established.

Other AGMs: VHPA, Sydney HG
Club, Blue Mountains HG/PG Club
Thanks also for the members of the Victorian
Hang Gliding Paragliding Association, the Sydney
Hang Gliding Club and the Blue Mountains Hang
Gliding and Paragliding Club for their warm
reception while attending their recent AGMs.
Each of these clubs/Associations also have a
number of ongoing projects.
The VHPA manages a large number of sites
within Victoria, each with its own particular
issues. The Association also supports pilot development clinics and a number of competitions
held at their major sites throughout the season.
The Sydney Hang Gliding Club is working
on developing a club training manual which will
eventually provide for authorised club members
to train new club members certain segments of
the pilot training syllabus at low hill/dune sites
controlled by the club. Once the new pilot is
competent at these sites they will progress to
more advanced training under an instructor for
their full pilot certificate. The project is still in its
conceptual brief stage, but the club is adding to
the manual with each monthly meeting.
The Blue Mountains Club also has projects
under way, with one of these potentially offering
a new site at an old airstrip just on the city limits
October 2007
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ers have agreed that only participants who have
signed this form were allowed to engage in the
activities from their lands. You are urged to support the implementation of the waiver and in case
of any doubt in regard to the signing of the form
to seek your own legal advice.

Optional Passenger Liability Cover

Tasmanian Hang Gliding Paragliding Association 2007 AGM attendees

that may be approved for aerotow operations.
Discussions with the respective authorities are
already well under way and by all accounts this
looks to be a promising opportunity to have
hang glider operations within close proximity
to a large population base.

Stanwell DA
The last month saw the final sign-off of the
Stanwell Park Development Application. This
comes four years after the first submission of the
application to the DA.
Members of the Stanwell Park Hang Gliding
and Paragliding Club have been working over
this time with Wollongong Council to create local
procedures, signage and documented hand-outs
to educate pilots flying the site. Special thanks
need to be made to all that have worked on this
project, starting with Robert Lepre who put in
the first set of applications and the subsequent
committee members who worked to produce the
local procedures. A big thanks also needs to go
to members of the Council, Steve Maidment and
David Whitfield, who have worked with the club
and supported the application through its entirety.
The approval places standard requirements
directly from the Operations Manual on the site
to have Duty Officers and Safety Officers present
while flying operations are under way, particularly during weekends and on public holidays.
While this is indeed standard for a site such
as Stanwell where we fly from and into public
space, especially in the case of the landing area,
it is now more important than ever that we follow the local procedures and implement the Duty
Officer requirement.

Waiver and Insurance Policy
Combination Saves Sites
Over the last month sites in Queensland, NSW
and Tasmania have been scrutinised by legal
review of liability from our operations as a result
of landowners and Trusts renewing their own
insurance policies.
October 2007

In each instance the level of risk we pose
and the level of protection we offer has been
raised as a question to determine the ongoing
use of certain properties. In each instance we
have offered documentation of the Civil Aviation
Orders, our Operations Manual highlighting pilot
training requirements, a copy of our third party
liability insurance, a copy of the standard HGFA
waiver and a statement that reviews the recent
changes in Tort laws. This combination has proven to provide the assurance to the legal advisors
of these lands that our operations pose little risk
to the landowners or committees responsible for
the land and have aided the approval of ongoing
access to existing sites and also formed the basis
of tentative approval to open a new site.

More on the HGFA Waiver
The above examples demonstrate the clear
benefits of implementing the requirement for
all members to provide a signature to the HGFA
Release, Assumption of Risk and Warning form
(waiver). Not only does it secure a lower annual
premium charge from the insurer but it is supporting the legal review of property owners
toward liabilities of our activities on their lands.
The waiver is supported under the new Tort
Laws as an evidence of defence to a claim being
made against landowners and councils and therefore gives them confidence to allow the activity.
The waiver does not in any way impact on other
insurances you may have and is solely applicable
in context to the named activities on the form,
being hang gliding, paragliding and weightshift
microlighting. It is a condition of the total insurance cover provided to the HGFA for third party,
student and (the optional) passenger liability that
a signed and complete waiver is provided to the
HGFA for each member. Any claim that is made
without the completed waiver being evidenced
prior to the incident generating the claim will
impact on all members through higher claims history and therefore higher future premiums. It may
also impact on loss of sites where the landown-

Members who are endorsed, or are intending
to become endorsed, to fly with passengers have
the option of taking up passenger liability insurance through the HGFA. The option provides limited liability to $250 000 for any one claim. There
is a set premium regardless of which part of
the insurance period you take up the cover
(ie, there is no pro rata premium in this option).
The insurance period is from 1 April 2007
through to 31 March 2008. Availability of the
cover will be reviewed prior to the renewal in
2008 with consideration by the insurer as to the
interest the membership has for this offer.
Insurance is something of a personal preference and there is clearly two opinions as to its
worth in taking up. There is, however, usually
only one view when the situation of a claim
arises. The HGFA continues to negotiate for
insurance covers that have been raised as a
request and that may benefit the membership.
Members are welcome to address the General
Manager with requests for various insurance
options to be included in the coming renewal
negotiations. Negotiations for renewal will
commence from November 2007.

Accidents
The last month saw several pilots involved in
minor incidents which are largely attributed to
the seasonal conditions of predominant sink
and daily high lapse rates causing punchy sporadic thermal turbulences. The common theme
between the following reports, however, is rather
that of the pilot attempting to engage flight
operations after lengthy spells of non-flying.
Some clubs have recognised this situation and
are now organising ground skill and launch and
landing sessions to help pilots return to the new
flying season by honing their skill levels which
have dulled over the winter months.
Number 1
Site:
Inland steep cliff
Pilot rating:
Intermediate
Total hours:
68
Hours last 90 days:8.5
Wing:
Intermediate hang glider
Aircraft damage: Bent leading edge, plus
two bent battens
Pilot injury:
Bruised legs, torso and cut lip
Conditions:
Crosswind of 5 to 10kt with
moderate turbulence, 9ºC
Description:
A good launch set the pilot into the air, but
immediate sink was experienced, possibly combined with some rotor due to the crosswind.
Soaring Australia
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The pilot attempted to scratch for lift, but continued to lose altitude until forced to make a tree
landing with the glider coming to rest across the
canopy of the trees.
Summary:
The pilot was attempting to make a soaring flight
out of conditions that were only providing turbulent and sinking air. The pilot was too focused on
soaring, rather than gauging the real conditions
once airborne.
Comment:
Pilots returning to the air after long spells over
the winter months can often slip into flying with
a memory of their last flights at the end of the
summer, thinking that lift is abundant if you only
scratch around for it. Spring offers quite different
conditions, often with irregular punchy thermals
shooting skyward and large patches of sink.
Number 2
Site:
Coastal
Pilot rating:
Intermediate
Total hours:
100
Hours last 90 days:0
Aircraft damage: Nil
Pilot injury:
Nil
Wing:
Paraglider DHV1-2
Conditions:
10 to 15kt, cross on launch from NW
Description:
The pilot attempted to launch in strongish crosswind conditions. The wing came up and immediately swung to face into the crosswind direction.
The pilot had an assistant as anchor, but the
pilot’s feet left the ground while still in reverse
launch position. The wing rotated 90º to the right
side of launch (downwind side) and proceeded to
fly. The pilot, still facing into launch, was unable
to control the wing and/or gain height and came
to rest in tee-trees approximately 30m from
launch. The wing came in leading edge first.
Summary:
The pilot later described the choice to launch in
strong crosswind conditions as ‘poor’ and noted
it was especially so given the lack of recent flying. The pilot was lifted from the launch while
still in the reverse position with lines crossed.
It is possible to fly the wing in this configuration
if the launch has been set up right (brake handles in hand and balanced lines when pulling the
glider overhead) and the pilot is quick to handle
the situation using weightshift and opposite
brake to guide the glider away from launch into
clean air where the pilot can then un-twist the
glider and regain full control of the flight path.
This incident is another example of the need
to do some groundhandling skill practice prior to
attempting to fly directly after any lengthy period
of no-flying.
HGFA G ENERAL M ANAGER

Chris Fogg
PO Box 258, Helensburgh NSW 2508
Ph/fax: 02 4294 9300, mob: 0417 766356
Email <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>
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Wave Flights – Diamonds Galore!
Good wave conditions have been reported
recently from the Stirlings in WA, the Grampians
in Victoria and Bunyan in NSW, with several
Diamond Heights achieved at all those locations.
Congratulations to all concerned. Brrr!
The photo this month is a self-portrait taken
at the top of a 24km climb in the Stirling wave
a few years ago, so I can remember how cold it
is up there (-38ºC). The baggy panels are Mylar
clear-views stuck on the canopy with double
sided tape, which stops the frost spreading over
the entire canopy. The view at the top of such
a climb is truly an experience of a lifetime.
(See page 10 of this issue for a report on the
Diamond heights in the Stirlings – Ed.)
If you want to find out more about wave
flying, there are excellent guides at [http://
canberragliding.org/Gliding/WaveGuide.pdf]
and [http://beverley-soaring.org.au/index.
php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download
&gid=22&Itemid=88].

GFA AGM/Seminar/Board/
Executive Meetings
My time is being split between the Form 2
inspection on my Hornet and preparing for this
event, which will have taken place from Saturday
8 to Monday 10 September by the time you
read this. Naturally, I will have a full report next
month, but Maurice Little has informed me of the
following speakers list at the Seminar:
Tom Gilbert is a keen competition sports
class pilot, owner and manager of T&J Sailplanes
and importing distributor of DG gliders. Tom will
speak on the latest developments in crash worthiness testing and findings and how these are
being introduced by the manufacturers of gliders
in our sport. Tom has considerable experience
in major repairs, materials and keeps a close
eye and ear on developments as they unfold.
His knowledge and experience in these areas
is impressive and worthy of attention.
Terry Cubley and Peter Gray will be introducing the proposed changes which GFA is planning
to implement to our training system and structure. There has been some initial broad information on this development at State level. Now that
the operations and sport departments have met

and considered the concept, details are being
worked up for earliest possible introduction.
Ian Roache with assistance from Dave Sharples and others will deliver a progress report on the
development of the E-tug Project – automotive
engined Pawnee. E-tug is the follow up progression from Autotug from many years ago. Ian and
the team will advise on the project status, where
it started, where it is now, and what the future
holds. Importantly, they now have sufficient running and flying hours to give some impressive
financial arguments for any club currently using
aerotow to launch on what to expect and what
it can do for them. Club treasurers take note.
Rohan Holtkamp is a senior HGFA member
with over 20 years experience. He has been
successfully running a full time hang gliding
school since 1991. He is ranked in the top 10
on the National ladder, holds three World records
and numerous National records. He has been
HGFA President, remains a technical advisor to
Airborne wing manufacturers, and has competed
internationally on several occasions. We all have
something to learn from this man.
Michael Sommer is our special dinner
speaker this year. Michael is 2006 World Open
Class champion, a German National team member, winner of the Pre-worlds 2007 in Lüsse,
Germany, came second in the 2001 Worlds, first
in the 1997 Junior Worlds, is ranked fourth in the
World listings, and competed in the Australian
Multi-class Nationals 2004 and 2006. Michael
came through the German juniors system, and
has some interesting perspectives to convey
on how the German gilding structure nurtures
and cultivates up-and-coming pilots to be world
champions with both equipment and training
techniques. Michael naturally has many photos
of his experiences, and many stories to relate.
The AGM Dinner on the Saturday night will
include the GFA awards presentation for 2007.
Thanks to GFA Awards Officer Jade Palmer
for organising the promotion and collation of the
award nominees this year. Thanks also to GFA Trophies Officer, life member Fred Foord, who will be
officiating at his last awards ceremony this year
before handing on the position to Tim Shirley.

GFA Operations Safety Seminars
Our Chief Technical Officer/Operations, Kevin
Olerhead, commenced his biennial round of
safety seminars, starting with Western Australia
on 18 August at the RAAF Bullcreek Estate. Over
35 WA pilots attended.
The Agenda for this year is:
• Safety: Howgoezit over the last 12 months?
• Other operational issues: Risk management
planning, GFA training syllabus review,
recent ops documents
• Mid-air collisions (including analysing one
on SeeYou)
• FLARM update
• Pilot overload
October 2007
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Kevin Olerhead

Pilot reactions to accidents
Landing accidents
The agenda raised much useful discussion
from the floor at the meeting. Kevin was to
deliver the next seminar in South Australia in late
August, with the rest of the states following over
the next few months. These seminars are for all
members, not just instructors, and attendance
is strongly recommended.
•
•

Book Review
At the present moment, I am halfway through
my second reading of my copy of Bernard Eckey’s
new book Advanced Soaring Made Easy (EQIP
Werbung & Verlag GmbH, Germany, 2007). Bernard and Chris were over in Perth on business
a few weeks ago, and Bernard was good enough
to give WAGA pilots an evening taste of his
very popular coaching lectures, hosted by the
WA Department of Sport and Recreation in their
excellent lecture room (see photo).
His new book arose from his well received
soaring articles that have appeared previously
in Soaring Australia, accompanied by clear diagrams and lavishly decorated with some spectacular glider photos.
The publication is considered an Australian
classic for all serious soaring and cross-country
devotees, as well a great companion to Reichmann’s Cross Country Soaring on your bookshelves. There is certainly something for everyone
in this book; I’m certainly learning from it.
(See also Erich Wittstock’s review on page 38
of this issue – Ed.)

ASK21 BXC flown by Dene Newton of
Balaklava Gliding Club, photographed
from ASK21 ZBG flown by Jeff Watson
Photo: Noel Matthews

WAGA AGM
I attended the WAGA AGM on 16 August to witness Graeme Wishart retiring as WAGA President.
After a long and meritorious period, he passes
the baton on to Owen Jones. Owen is currently
the GFA Board member for WA as well. All State
positions were filled and the WAGA treasurer,
David Harris, reported on a healthy financial
position for the State Association. Kevin Olerhead
was the guest speaker and outlined what attracted him to the sport. He put forward the proposition that promotion of the unique experience of
soaring could attract more devotees.
Graeme Wishart is re-standing for GFA VicePresident at the GFA AGM, so his sound counsel
is still available to GFA.

CASA Issues

Bernard Eckey
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NPRMs
As previewed last month, the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (NPRM) of CASR Part 149 did finally
appear on 27 July. All members who have notified
an email address to GFA would have received
an email from the GFA President, Daryl Connell,
issued by the Secretariat, on a request for member
response to NPRM 103/149. The request also went
by email or Auspost to all club secretaries.
This was the first time that GFA has used
such a large bulk email distribution, and it was
a learning process for the office staff. It is anticipated that GFA will use bulk email in future for
other important issues, so please remember to
inform the office if your email address changes.
By the time this report is published, the deadline for NPRM response (24 September) will have

passed. However, there will still be a passage of
time and possibly more negotiation before Parts
103 & 149 go to the Governor General for signing
off. My ten cents is on sometime in 2008.
CASA/GFA Deed 2007-08
Negotiations have started on the 2007-08
Deed of Agreement, which is the agreement in
which CASA provides financial assistance to
sports aviation organisations to exercise certain
operational and airworthiness functions. The
continued availability of this agreement, and the
adjustment of the quantum to keep pace with
CPI increases, have been due to the direct negotiation of the Australian Sports Aviation Confederation (ASAC) acting on behalf of GFA and the
other ASAC affiliates to CASA.
This is a big ticket item in the GFA budget,
and the associated compliance reporting required
by CASA is being compiled now. It also includes
submitting our audited financial statement,
business plan, and a detailed report on the functionality exercised on behalf of CASA in the preceding period. Two-thirds of the quantum is likely
to be available in October after submission of the
reports, and the last instalment in February 2008.
Keep looking and keep it safe.
GFA EX ECUTIVE O FFICER

John Welsh
10 Merton Road, Roleystone WA 6111
Email: <EO@sec.gfa.org.au>
Blog: [www.arach.net.au/~jwelsh/Blog.htm]
Mobile: 041 794 5981 (Next G)
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Contact Addresses
Scout Association NSW Gliding
80 Malvern St, Panania NSW 2213,
02 97096009.
Soar Narromine Pty Ltd
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 6889 1856.
Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570,
02 46558882, 0418 474636 (emergency).
Sydney Gliding Inc
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570, 0412 145144.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666, 02 69772733.

G FA

Australian Gliding Museum
2 Bicton St, Mt Waverley VIC 3149,
03 98021098.
Gliding Queensland
C/o Treasurer, 73 Sewell Rd, Tanah Merah
QLD 4128, 0417 762621.
NSW Gliding Association
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821, 02
68892733, 02 68891250, Trs: 0407 459581.
South Australian Gliding Association
PO Box 65, Millicent SA 5280, 08 8733421,
0427 977218.
Victorian Soaring Association
4/139 Roberts St, Essendon VIC 3040,
03 83835340, 03 93355364.
Vintage Gliders Australia
22 Eyre St, Balwyn VIC 3103, 03 98175362.
WA Gliding Association Inc.
59 Wellington Pde, Yokine WA 6060,
08 93282511, 08 94449505.
NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA)
327 (Gliding) Flight, Australia
PO Box 1643, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444
02 65831488, 0427 259990.
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795,
02 63371180 (weekend), 0427 470001.
Byron Gliding Club
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481,
02 66847627.
Canberra Gliding Club
GPO Box 1130, Canberra ACT 2601,
02 64523994, 0428 523994.
Central Coast Soaring Club
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250,
02 43844074.
Cudgegong Soaring Pty Ltd
PO Box 352, Frenchs Forest NSW 1640,
02 63742444.
Goulburn Gliding Group
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan NSW 2620,
02 62973504.
Grafton Gliding Club
16 Fuller St, Mullaway NSW 2456,
02 66541638, 0403 088551.
Harden Gliding Club
3/17 Mugglestone Pl, Bruce ACT 2617,
02 62018230, 0411 107694.
Hunter Valley Gliding Club Co-op Ltd
PO Box 9, Newcastle NSW 2300,
02 95342884.
Lake Keepit Soaring Club
PO Box 5152, South Tamworth NSW 2340,
02 67697514.
Leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705, 02 69533825.
Narromine Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68892733.
Orana Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68892733.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base, Richmond NSW 2755,
02 45873214.
RAAF Williamtown Gliding Club
C/O Mr G R Lee, 10 Federation Dr, Medowie
NSW 2318, 02 49829334.

Queensland Soaring Association (QSA)
2 Wing AAFC School of Aviation Inc.
201 Squadron Air Force Cadets, PO Box 647
Archerfield QLD 4108, 07 33324851,
0415 150965.
Barambah District Gliding Club
2 Yellow Gully Rd, Wolvi QLD 4570,
07 54867247.
Boonah Gliding Centre Inc
PO Box 107, Boonah QLD 4310, 07 5463
2630, 0408 016164.
Bundaberg Soaring Club
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670,
07 41579558.
Byron Bay Gliding Inc.
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, Tyagarah
NSW 2481, 02 66847572, 0414 558794.
Byron Bay Gliding P/L
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield,
Tyagarah NSW 2481, 02 66847572.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510,
0409 873811.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700,
07 49371381.
Darling Downs Soaring Club
PO Box 584, Toowoomba QLD 4350,
07 46637140, 0409 507847.
Gympie Gliding Club
PO Box 217, Gympie QLD 4570, 07 54835380.
Kingaroy Soaring Club
PO Box 91, Kingaroy QLD 4610, 07 41622191.
Motor Gliding Club of Queensland
PO Box 5, Virginia QLD 4014, 1300 667042.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, 07 49973265.
North Queensland Soaring Centre
PO Box 1743, Aitkenville QLD 4814,
0500 811011.
Pacific Soaring
19 Craigslea Dr, Caboolture QLD 4510,
07 5499 4805.
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring
PO Box 144, Warwick Qld 4370, 07 38348311.
Summerland Gliding Club
3 Alston Ave, Alstonville NSW 2477,
02 66286691, 0404 007229.
SA Gliding Association (SAGA)
Adelaide Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, 08 85221877.
Adelaide Uni Gliding Club Inc.
Adelaide Uni Sports Assoc, The University of
Adelaide SA 5005, 08 88262203, 0412 870963.

G FA M E M B E R S H I P F E E S 2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8
Membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Normal
$190
$191
$194
$195
$195

Family
$154
$155
$158
$159
$159

Student membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Full
$115.50
$116.50
$119.50
$120.50
$120.50

Family
$79.50
$80.50
$83.50
$84.50
$84.50
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Short-term membership:1 Month* 3 Month*
NSW/QLD/VIC
$50
$65
South Australia
$59
$74
Western Australia
$60
$75
*Note: Once only purchase to Australian
residents, thereafter 12 month membership
to be purchased.
International postage for Soaring Australia
to be added to membership fees:
Zone
1
2
3
4
5

Country
New Zealand
Singapore
Japan, Hong Kong, India
USA, Canada, Middle East
UK, Europe, South
America, South Africa

Price
$54
$60
$60
$66
$72
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Air Cadet Gliding Club
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108,
08 83805137, 0429 805137.
Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 871,
08 89526384, 0417 530345.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461, 08 88645062.
Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro SA 5356,
08 85640240.
Bordertown Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268, 08 87521321.
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280,
08 87333421, 0427 977218.
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1509, Victor Harbor SA 5211,
08 85543543, 0409 677677.
Northern Australian Gliding Club
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 821,
08 89412512.
Port Augusta Gliding Club
PO Box 2175, Port Augusta SA 5700,
08 86436628, 0401 990823.
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341,
08 85951422, 0417 890215.
Scout Gliding Club Inc.
22 Burford Crescent, Redwood Park SA
5097, 0418 815618.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 83916672.
Whyalla Gliding Club
PO Box 556, Whyalla SA 5600,
08 86452619, 0413 127825.
Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689.
Beaufort Gliding Club
66 Waterdale Rd, Ivanhoe VIC 3079,
03 94972048.
Bendigo Gliding Club
62 Lawson St, Bendigo VIC 3550, 03 54439169.
Bothwell Gliding Club
PO Box 288, Sandy Bay TAS 7005, 03 62267615.
Cloud Riders Pty Ltd
C/o 18 Wyndham St, Werribee VIC 3030,
03 97413142, 0429 351234.
Corangamite Soaring Club
Kurweeton, Kurweeton Rd, Derrinallum
VIC 3325, 03 55939277.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340,
0409 212527.
Gliding Club Of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3672, 03 57621058.
Grampians Soaring Club
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 03 53525710,
0417 514438.
Horsham Flying Club
PO Box 158, Horsham VIC 3402, 03 53823491.
Latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840,
03 51221081, 0407 839238.
Mangalore Gliding Club
RMB 6640, Longwood VIC 3665,
03 57985512, 0413 307177.
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
Box 486, Mt Beauty VIC 3699,
02 60591417, 0402 075131.
Murray Border Flying Club Inc.
PO Box 58, Tocumwal NSW 2714,
03 58283169, 0407 855533.
Murray Valley Soaring Club Ltd
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646, 02 60335036.
Soaring Club Of Tasmania
34 Clinton Rd, Geilston Bay TAS 7015,
03 62437508.
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953, 0437 454986.
Sportaviation Pty Ltd
PO Box 44, Tocumwal NSW 2714,
03 90169144, 0427 534122.
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500,
03 50257335, 0409 016614.
Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah VIC 3594, 03 50376688.

Tumbarumba Gliding Club
C/o Judds Engineering P/L, PO Box 5283
Wagga NSW 2650, 02 69251642.
VMFG
GPO Box 1096J, Melbourne VIC 3001,
0438 355047.
Wagga Wagga Gliding Club
PO Box 613, Wagga Marketplace, Wagga Wagga
NSW 2650, 0427 205624, 0428 205624.
WA Gliding Association (WAGA)
716 Flight Australia Air Force Cadets
7 Wing HQ, RAAF Base Pearce WA 6084,
08 95717800.
Beverley Soaring Society
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304,
08 96451015, 0407 385361.
Gliding Club of WA
PO Box 6231, East Perth WA 6892,
08 92212164, 0417 992806 (weekend).
Morawa Gliding Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, 08 99723022.
Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312,
08 98811795, 0407 088314.
Stirlings Gliding Club
PO Box 2314, Bunbury WA 6230,
08 98429104, 0418 935461.

H G FA

All correspondence, including changes
of address, membership renewals, short
term memberships, rating forms and
other administrative matters should
be sent to:
HGFA National Office
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC
3041, ph: 03 93792155, fax: 03 93792177,
<office@hgfa.asn.au>.
HGFA General Manager
Chris Fogg, PO Box 258, Helensburgh
NSW 2508, ph/fax 02 4294 9300, 0417
766356, <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>.
Information about site ratings, sites and
other local matters, contact the appropriate
State associations, region or club.
Board Members
Pres: Andrew Polidano <Vice.President
@hgfa.asn.au 146 Stuart St, Mullumbimby
NSW 2482, 02 66843510, 0428 666843.
V-Pres: Hakim Mentes <Hakim.Mentes@
hgfa.asn.au>, 16/59 Riversdale Rd, Hawthorn
VIC 3122, 03 98187650 (h), 0412 617216.
Sec: Michael Zupanc <Secretary@hgfa.
asn.au>, PO Box 1093 Oxenford QLD 4210,
07 55461024, 0408 662328.
Trs: William Olive <Treasurer@hgfa.asn.
au>, 50 Park St, Charlestown NSW 2290,
02 49213804 (w).
Board Members:
Rohan Grant <Rohan.Grant@hgfa.asn.
au>, 188 Bathurst St, Hobart TAS 7000,
03 62311112.
Bill Moyes <Bill.Moyes@hgfa.asn.au>,
1144 Botany Road, Botany NSW 2019,
02 93164644 (w), 02 93897969 (h), Fax:
02 93168488.
Tove Heaney 14 White Av, Tocumwal NSW
2714, 041 9681212.
Microlight Public Relations
Paul Haines ph/fax: 02 42941031.
States & Regions
ACTHGPA
PO Box 3496, Manuka ACT 2603; Pres:
Steve Foggett 0417 313589, 02 62884351,
<steve.foggett@homemail.com.au>; Sec:
Mark Elston 0428 480820, 02 62655718,
<mark.elston@defence.gov.au>; Trs: Tony
Davidson 02 62392019, <td@silktel.com>;
Sites officer: Michael Porter, 0415 920444,
<michael.porter@jllrld.com.au>; Committee: Nicolas Siefken, Barry Oliver, Stephen
Harris; SSO: HG – Peter Dall, PG – Peter
Bowyer 0412 486114. Meetings: 1st Thu/
mth 7:30pm Yamba Sports Club, Phillip.
Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Rick Williams
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<rickwilliams@tpg.com.au>, V-Pres: Rob
Holmes <robnkath@westnet.com.au>,
HG Rep: Gavin Nicholls <gknichol@tpg.com.
au>, PG Rep: Gordon McCabe <sikacro@
yaahoo.com.au>, PM Rep:
Mark Wild <mark@gastech.com.au>,
ML Rep: Shaun Wallace <shaun@hangglide.
com.au>.
NSW Hang Gliding Association
Sec: Steve Hocking, 19 Gladswood Gardens,
Double Bay NSW 2028, ph/fax: 02 9327
4025, <nswhga@s054.aone.net.au>.
North Queensland HG Association
12 Van Eldik Ave, Andergrove QLD 4740;
Pres: Graham Lee; Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07
49552913, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>
Queensland HG Association
Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra
QLD 4275 07 38448566.
South Australian HG Association
1 Sturt St, Adelaide SA 5000, ph: 08
84101391, fax: 08 82117115; Pres: Stuart
McClure 08 82973452 (h), <stuart.mcclure@
csiro.au>; Sec: Mark Tyminski 0411 414 816,
<marknjan@senet.com.au>; Trs: Robert Woodward 08 82977532 (h), <rob_woodward@
ultimatepositioning.com>.
Tasmanian HG & PG Association
[www.thpa.net]. Pres: Rob Steane (Hobart PG
pilot), 0418 146137, <president@thpa.net>;
Sec/Trs: Stephen Clark (Hobart HG pilot), 0419
997550, <secretary@thpa.net>. Northern Tas
info: Richard Long (Burnie PG pilot), 0438
593998, <northern@thpa.net>.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 157 Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au/]. Pres: Glenn Bachelor 0419 324730
<President@VHPA.org.au>; Sec: Steve
Norman; Trs: Lisa Charleston; SSO: Rob Van
Der Klooster 03 52223019 (h). Site weatherboxes: Three Sisters 0409 864700, Buckland
Ridge 0407 356295, Mt Buffalo 03 57501515,
Ben More 0417 112062.
Clubs
NATIONAL
The Pico Club Incorporated
62 Anderson St East Geelong VIC 3219,
[www.thepico.com.au/]. Pres: Andrew Shipley
0407 511451, <andrewshipley@netspace.net.
au>; Sec: Andrew McCarthy 0438 062596,
<amccart4@tpg.com.au>.
NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[www.bmhgc.org.au]. Pres: Neil Evans 02
47878027, <dream2@tpq.com.au>; Sec:
Andrew Paterson, 02 96395461, 0425 305984,
<apaterso@bhsc.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: Allan Bush
02 47738037, <fairallan@pnc.com.au>; Newsletter: Paul Hunt 02 96997720, 0404 851876,
<huntp@ozemail.com.au>; Comps: Alan Bond
02 98995351, 0408 470544, <skybond@
primus.com.au>; SOs: Allan Bush, Paul Hunt.
Meetings: With Club Comp round last Sun/mth
or contact above committee members.
Central Coast Sky Surfers
PO Box 200, Woy Woy NSW 2256, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres/SO: Javier
Alvarez 0418 116681 <javier@myreal
box.com>; V-Pres: Jeff Terry 0416 291545
<jeff@survivalsolutions.com.au>; Trs: Anthony
Scurrah 0427 000410 <anthony_scurrah@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Web: Martin Haig 0403
276227 <mhaig@dataweb.com.au>; SSOs:
Maderson Ford 0416 002244; Paul Cox 0417
355897; Tony Barton 0412 607815. Meetings:
1st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club,
Ilya Ave, Erina.
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746,
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.
Hunter Skysailors Paragliding Club
Pres: A Edwards 0411 636761 <anthony
bedwards@optusnet.com.au; V-Pres: Neil
Bright <tojofly@iprimus.com.au>; SSO:
James Thompson 0418 686199, <james.b.t@
hunterlink.net.au>. Meetings: last Tue/mth
7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.
Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1@
bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.
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Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: James
Ryrie 02 62359120, <rymicalago@netspeed.
com.au>; V-Pres: Andy Abbott 0419 897005,
<andy@ali-oup.com>; Sec: Mark Mourant
02 48464144, <talect@ispdr.net.au>.
Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness
02 67856545, <skygodfrey@aol.com>, V-Pres:
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.com>,
Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmail.com>, SSO
(HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484 <patrick.
lenders@gmail.com>, SSO (Trike): Willi Ewig
02 6769 7771 <skyranch@gmx.net>.
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597, <lelean@
smartchat.net.au>; SSO: Jason Turner 0419
997196, <jasonflys@hotmail.com>.
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; [www.
nhgc.asn.au], <fly@nhgc.asn.au>. Pres:
Matthew Clarke 0419 908283, <penders@
nobbys.net.au>; V-Pres: Matt Olive 02
49436791; Sec: Simon Plint 0407 613701,
<SimonPlint@newcastle.edu.au>; Trs: Monica
Barrett 0425 847207; SSOs: Tony Barton
(coastal) 0412 607815, Scott Barret 0425
847208 <inlandsso@nhgc.asn.au>, James
Thompson (PG) 0418 686199; Newsletter:
David Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/mth
7:30pm South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn
St, Merewether.
Northern Beaches HG Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103. Pres:
Hugh Zions 0412 246 100 <hzions@optusnet.
com.au>; V-Pres: Douglas Sole <dougsole@
optusnet.com.au>; CEO: Marika Martinez
<marika_libra@hotmail.com>; Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696 677 <dalexander@med.usyd.
edu.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor <alan@cmphome.
com>; SSO: Glen Salmon 02 99180091 (HG);
Wayne Fitzgerald (HG/PG) 02 99827094.
Meetings: 1st Tue/mth, 7pm, Mona Vale
Bowling Club.
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.nrh
gpgc.com]. Pres: Cedar Anderson <cedar@
poliglide.com>, 0429 070380; V-Pres: Jan
Smith <janandglenn@optusnet.com.au>,
0410 314673; Sec: Glenn Smith <glenn.
smith@agric.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: Sonja Hans
<sonjahans@gmail.com>, 0428 665265; SSO
(PG): Lindsay Wootten <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>, 0427 210993; SSO (HG): Peter
Aitken <proflyte@bigpond.net.au>. Meetings:
1st Tue/mth, 7pm, Byron Services Club.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres:
Peter Wennersten 0414 333393, <president@
flystanwell.com>; Sec: Mark Mitsos 0408
864083, <secretary@flystanwell.com>; Trs:
Adrian Le Gras 0400 002281, <treasurer@
flystanwell.com>; M/ship: Robert Seckold
<membership@flystanwell.com>; SSO: Mark
Mitsos 0408 864083, <SSO@flystanwell.com>.
Sydney Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Bruce Wynne 0417 467695, <bwynne@
bigpond.net.au>; Trs: John Selby 02 9344
7932, <johnselby@idx.com.au>; Sec: Steve
Hocking 02 93274025, <nswhga@s054.aone.
net.au>; SOs: Bruce Wynne, Doug Sole; SSO:
Ken Stothard. Meetings: Monthly 7:30pm
Endeavour Hotel, Botany.
NORTHERN TERRITORY
Alice Springs HG and PG Club
Pres: Ricky Jones 08 89551088, 0402 805099,
<freelance@octa4.net.au>. V-Pres: Brett Lewis
0418 890 033 <freelance@octa4.net.au>.
Please contact for paramotoring, PG ridge
soaring and thermal flying.
QUEENSLAND
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254,
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Bob Hayes, 0418 963796; V-Pres: Joe
Reyes 07 40555553 <rohayes@optusnet.com.
au>; Sec: Lance Keough 07 40912117, Trs:
Nev Akers 07 4053258631; SSO: Ian Graham
07 40915466.

ALL CLUBS PLEASE CHECK DETAILS IN THIS SECTION CAREFULLY
Could all Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details of their Executive
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attention is directed to the listing of
SSOs and SOs for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior SOs and SOs confirm
ALL SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that
those holding these appointments have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive
notices and correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to be
endorsed by Clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if confirmation
is not received, those listed in the Database where no current forms or confirmation is held,
the appointment will be taken as having expired.
General Manager, HGFA
Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.
chgc.asn.au]. Pres: Peter Smart <president@
chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Martin Nightingale
<vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Cameron
McNeil <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Sec/Ed:
Susan Nightingale; Gen-Exec: Greg Hollands
gem@chg.asn.au>; Editor: Susan Nightingale
<newsletter@chgc.asn.au>; SSO PG: Phil
Hystek 07 55434000 (h), 0418 155317,
<sso@chgc.asn.au>; SSO (HG): Ken Hill 0418
188655, <sso@chgc.asn.au>.
Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
‘The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec:
James Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.
edu.au>; Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699,
<jaw12@bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall
0427 177237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.
telstra.com>; SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187,
07 49387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07
49922865, <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.
Conondale Cross-Country Flyers Inc.
[www.entrypoint.to/conondale-x-countryflyers]. Pres: Graham Sutherland 0429
935882; Sec: Denis Davis 0403 349344; Trs:
Steve Stocker 0411 226733; SSO (PG/PPG)
Graham Sutherland 0429 935882, (MHG)
Frank Fontaine 0408 556113.
Dalby Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 107, Dalby QLD 4405; [www.hgfa.asn.
au/-dhgc]. Pres: Jason “Yoda” Reid 0424 293
922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>; Trs: Cameron
McNeil 0419 70326, <cameron.mcneill@
accenture.com>; Sec : Annie Crerar <bruce.
annie@bigpond.com>; SO: Daron “Boof”
Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@aclad.com.au>.
Fly Killarney Inc.
PO Box 70, Killarney QLD 4373. Pres: Andrew
Horchner 0427 807516; V-Pres: Matt Cooper
0414 318144; PR/Site contact: Wendy
Mugridge 0418 807516.
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 07 54554661 (h); Sec/
SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille, 0418 754157,
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com.au>; Trs:
Gary Allan 0417 756878; SSO: David Cookman (HG) 07 54498573; Jonathan Allen,
0438 107518.
Wicked Wings Club
Toowoomba & District PG/HG Club Inc, 190
Drayton St, Laidley QLD 4341. Pres: Peter
Schwenderling 0427 461347 <swendo1@
bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Richard Cook 0427
805960 <richardtc@aapt.net.au>; Sec: Troy
Litzow 0448 456607 <troylitzow@optusnet.
com.au>.
Whitsundays HG Club
Contact: Henryk Wojcik 07 49550253 (h),
0403 715962, <hmwoj53@bigpond.net.au>;
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.
TASMANIA
Tasmanian HG&PG Ass. (see States & Regions)
VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Dale
Appleton 0408 382635; SSO: Rob van der
Klooster 0408 335559. Meetings: 1st Fri/mth,
venue see [www.hgfa.asn.au/~dyna].
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 216, Richmond 3121; [www.hgfa.asn.
au/~melbourne/], <melbourne@hgfa.asn.au>.
Pres: Rob Wenban 0408 179940,
<robwenban@connexus.net.au>; Sec: Mike
Maciejowski 0414 753096, <mike@tridigm.
com.au>; Trs: Greg Stroot 0402 473113,
<greg.stroot@ozonline.com.au>; Committee:
Glenn Bachelor 0419 324730, <hanggliding@
netspace.net.au>; Peter Davies 0400 883155
<pd33725@hotmail.com>. Meetings: 3rd
Wed/month 6:30pm at Station 59, 59 Church
St Richmond.
North East Victorian Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Karl Texler 0428 385144, <president@

nevhgc.net>; Sec: Ed Barber 0417 030042,
<secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs: Tony Kenney
0412 238039, <treasurer@nevhgc.
net>; M/ship: Rod Oldfield 0412 922669,
<membership@nevhgc.net>; SSO/Comps:
Karl Texler 0428 385144, <brightvt@netc.net.
au>; SSO/Comms: Brian Webb 0417 530972;
Meetings: [www.hgfa.asn.au/~nevhgc/].
Sky High Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]; Pres: Rob Parker
<pres@skyhighparagliding.org>; V-Pres: Martin
Halford <vp@skyhighparagliding.org>; Trs:
Peter Allen <tres@skyhighparagliding.org>; Sec:
Julie Sheard <sec@skyhighparagliding.org>;
Web: Ron Campbell <wm@skyhighparagliding.
org>; Nov Rep: Steve Poole <nov@skyhigh
paragliding.org>; SC Chair: Carolyn Dennis
<safety@skyhighparagliding.org>; APN:
Rob Parker <ed@skyhighparagliding.org>.
Meetings: 1st Wed/mth 8pm Retreat Hotel,
226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
Southern Microlight Club
[http://home.vicnet.net.au/~stclub/]. Pres:
Mark Andrews 03 95988708 (h); V-Pres: Mark
Howard 03 9751 1480 (h); Sec: David Jacka
03 94866996 (h), 0409 866996. Newsletter:
Dianne Pierpoint <di@punkinheadair.com.
au>. Meetings: 2nd Tue/mth 8pm Manningham Club, 1 Thompsons Rd, Bulleen.
Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.WVHGC.
com]. Pres: Mark O’Keefe; V-Pres: Glenn
Bachelor 0419 324730 <VicePresident@
WVHGC>; Trs: Richard Carstairs; Sec:
Will Faulkner; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp; Site
Development: Steve Norman and Andy
Stevens; Web: Damien Georgiou; Newsletter:
Steve Norman. Meetings: First Wed/month
at Richard’s place, Glenroy.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany HG & PG Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
147 Bruns Dr, Darling Downs 6122. Pres:
Rob Holmes <president@cloudbase.asn.au>,
0428 244829; Trs: Colin Brown <treasurer@
cloudbase.asn.au>, 0407 700378; Sec: John
Carman <secretary@cloudbase.asn.au>, 0419
361808; Committee: <committee@cloudbase.
asn.au>, Joe Bosworth 0412 939290, Aaron
Massey 0407 479173, Rod Merigan 0439
967971, Mark Wild 0411 423923; SOs: John
Carman, Nigel Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild.
Meetings: Last Wed/mth, 7:30pm, Osborne
Park Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.
Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
9 Broadarrow Rd, Kalgoorlie WA 6430. Pres:
Richard Breyley 0417 986896 <richard.
breyley@kbrl.com.au>; Sec: Andrew Talmage
0413 992960 <jodandrew@bigpond.com>;
SSO/Trs: Mark Stokoe 08 90911297 <Mark.
Stokoe@health.wa.gov.au>.
Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillfly@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick Williams
0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary Bennet 0412
611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386,
Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, Dave Longman
08 93859469. Meetings held on site during
club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.
Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: Keith
Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey 0428
504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 949004.
Western Soarers
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box 483, Mt
Hawthorn WA 6915. Pres: Sun Nickerson
0401 135042, <sun.nickerson@iinet.net.au>;
V-Pres: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386, <gavin.
nicholls@defence.gov.au>; Sec/Trs: Mirek
Generowicz 0427 778280, <mgenerow@
optusnet.com.au>; Equipment: Shaun Wallace
0411 885178, <shaun@hangglide.com.au>;
SSOs: Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls & Rick
Williams. Meetings: 2nd Tue/month with
Cloudbase PG club. Times and dates will be
published at [www.westernsoarers.com].
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NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTISERS
All advertisements and payment can be sent to:
The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041
Ph: 03 9379 7411, Fax: 03 9379 5519
Email: <Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au>
Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution
(300dpi at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats.
Photographs may be provided in either photo print
or slides. Low resolution digitals are not suitable.
Photographs, slides or disks may be returned. Please
include a self-addressed and stamped envelope
for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or
credit card). Don’t forget Classifieds deadline is the
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence.

Single-seater Sailplanes
ASW 24 VH-ZAE, ~1300 hrs. Excellent cond, easy
to fly, absolutely no vices. One owner since new. No
accidents. Finished in Australian Ferrogel. Recently
re-profiled for optimum performance. Easy to rig
with self-connecting controls. Fully instrumented
for competition flying & still competitive. B100
flight computer, FLARM & an ICOM 720ch radio,
B20 back-up vario, Cambridge Model 20 logger
& Nav display, twin batteries & charger included.
Has mount for PDA which can be connected to the
FLARM. Easy to use, rugged tow-out gear. Custombuilt trailer designed for easy rigging & very safe
towing, $82000 ono. Ph: David Wilson 0407 825706
or 03 98360683.

Club Libelle VH-GJJ, in excellent cond, approx
2650 hrs. Form 2 done 2/07. Enclosed trailer fair
cond, $13000 ono. Ph: 02 43697484.
DG300 Elan VH-GQK, 1949 hrs, 898 landings.
Winch hook, A/T hook, max pilot weight 110kg,
oxygen bottle, excellent trailer set up for two person
rig/derig. Located Central Victoria, $56500. Ph: Pete
0437 102080.
Jantar STD SZD41a, 800 hrs total, nil accidents,
Pollard trailer, tow-out gear, full covers, 720ch radio
S-Nav coupled to logger/GPS. Ph: Colin 03 98488189.
Kestrel 17, glide ratio 42:1. Excellent appearance
& cond. Detachable winglets & wingtips, new tinted
canopy with cover. Short field landing chute, Borgelt
24, 25 electrics. Parachute, two-person de-rig enclosed
trailer. Complete your 1000km distance, $30000 ono.
Ph: 0417 818864 or <ronjang@bigpond.com>.
Libelle H201b 15/17m VH GBX. Good enclosed
trailer, 1524 hrs, 870 launches. Fly as 15m or gain
10% best L/D with 17m span extension, $18000
ono. Ph: 0428 5409461 or 03 54394047.
Libelle 201B VH-GSP, 50% share for sale, 6077
hrs, 4164 launches, currently at Goulburn, NSW.
Good cond, Std instruments & Borgelt B50, Microair
radio, parachute, 30-yearly done three years ago,
trailer (good cond.), great aircraft & fun to fly with
cross-country capability, light & easy to rig with
two people. My flying is taking a different direction.
Email for pics, $9500. Ph: Mark 02 48210178 or
<mark@jenmarkcomputers.com.au>.
Must Sell: DG100 & Nimbus 2. Each with trailer,
tow-out gear, ’chute & hangar space at Boonah.
Ph: 07 38122029, 0408 195337 or <maddogs1@
optusnet.com.au>.
Nimbus 3 XQE (WW), 25.5m. Immaculate cond,
Cambridge datalogger, Microair radio, LNav,
extended rudder, oxygen system, all groundhandling
equipment & Cobra trailer, always in T-hangar at
Bathurst, new Slimline parachute. Want to achieve
what only long wings can give? Form a syndicate or
give your club members a carrot to aspire too! All
reasonable offers considered. Owner retiring from
gilding after 30 years. Ph: 0413 158319 or <greg.
vale@bigpond.com.au>.
Pilatus B4 VH-GID, with trailer, $12000.
Ph: Ken 0403 580984.
PW5 VH-ZBA offered by the Beverley Soaring
Society. In good cond. with no major repairs, 1210
hrs, Microair radio, mechanical & electric varios,
B50 speed director & basic instruments. Wing top
surfaces will need re-painting, $10500. Ph: Greg
Beecroft 08 94595719, 0419 919065, <greg.
beecroft@bigpond.com>.

Two-seater Sailplanes
IS28 B2 VH-GII, with trailer. In good flying cond.
$18000 ono. Ph: Lindsay 02 68552252.
Must Sell: Grob 103 Acro. Completely refurbished. Also G103 project & trailer. Any reasonable
offer seriously considered. Ph: 07 38122029, 0408
195337 or <maddogs1@optusnet.com.au>.
Twin Astir VH-IKC is offered for sale due to fleet
changes. 4770 hrs & 11300 landings. Microair radio,
Borgelt & mechanical varios, basic instruments.
$36000. Ph: 07 54825613 or 07 54836922.
Twin Astir VH-KYK offered by the Beverley Soaring
Society. In good cond. with no major repairs, 6900
hrs, enclosed trailer, Microair radio, mechanical
& electric varios, B25 speed director & basic
instruments. $38500. Ph: Greg Beecroft 08 94595719,
0419 919065 or < greg.beecroft@bigpond.com>.

General
Hangar Space at Lake Keepit Soaring Club
Expressions of interest are sought from glider owners
looking for hangar space at Lake Keepit Soaring Club.
A new hangar development is to commence shortly,
accommodating aircraft up to 27m (majority of
spaces are to 18m). Completion is due by December
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2007. All enquiries to be directed to Tim Carr on 0414
405 544 or <bookings@keepitsoaring.com>.

For Sale
‘T’ Hangar Camden Airport.
New ground lease available, suit 18m glider.
Ph: Neville Page 0419 653380.

Self Launching/Motor Gliders

SF 25 C 1976 Limbach L 2000
450 hours before overhaul.
Fully refinished in 2001, $65000. Flown daily.
SF 25D 1968 Limbach L 1700 zero hours! Fully
refinished in 2006. Transponder! Very nice, $52000.
Flown daily. Ph: JB 0423 787398 (Byron Bay).

Instruments & Equipment
Australian made canopies: Dimona H36, Grob
103, Libelle, IS28B2, LS & others. Rails, windows. Blue
tint now available. Email: <aamoulds@optusnet.com.
au>. Ph: Ian & Cecilia Linke. 08 82513780.
Australian Made-Ozflarm Aircraft situation
awareness system & back-up logger. Altair/Vegasuperior glide computer & vario system (glass
cockpit), radios/transponders. Ph: Nigel at RF
Developments Pty Ltd 07 54635670, Mon-Fri 8-4pm,
<nandrews@rf-developments.com> or [www.rfdevelopments.com].
Borgelt B2000 flight computer. As new, latest
software, $1050. Ph: 07 54635700.
Glider Tyres, all types, incl. Jantar Junior, 260
x 85 & 380 x 150. Boom Mics, wingstands,
Winter instruments & the Cambridge 302 vario.
<ianmcphee@aapt.net.au> 0428 847642 (confirm
order with SMS).
Tesa Tape 1.5” x 55 yds, $25/roll plus postage.
Email <cjgamble@optusnet.com.au>.
Yaseu VXA150 VHF handheld transceiver $485.
Walter Dittel 760 VHF Comm 2 ¼” panel mount
€1400. Mars parachutes short & long pack. $1995
Airborne Avionics. Ph: 02 68892733. Fax: 02
68892933. Email: <hartley@avionics.com.au>.

Gliding Publications
Airborne Magazine: Covering all facets of
Australian & New Zealand modelling. The best value
modelling magazine. Now $60pa for six issues.
Plans & other special books available. PO Box 30,
Tullamarine, VIC 3043.
Free Flight: Bi-monthly journal of the Soaring Association of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian
soaring scene & relevant international news &
articles. $US26 for one year, $47 for two years, $65
for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa,
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.
NZ Gliding Kiwi: Official magazine of Gliding New
Zealand. Edited by John Roake. Read world-wide with
a great reputation for being first with the news. A$52
October 2007
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pa. Personal cheques or credit cards accepted. Write:
NZ Gliding Kiwi, 79 Fifth Avenue, Tauranga, New
Zealand. Email: <gk@johnroake.com>.
Sailplane & Gliding: The only authoritative
British magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4
pages of fascinating material & pictures with colour.
Available from the British Gliding Association,
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, England.
Annual subscription for six copies £17.50.
Sailplane Builder: Monthly magazine of the Sailplane Homebuilders Association. $US29 (airmail
$US46) to SHA, c/o Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith
Road, Chatsworth, CA 91311 USA.
Soaring: Official monthly journal of the Soaring
Society of America Inc., PO Box 2100, Hobbs, NM
88241 USA. Foreign subscription rates (annually):
$US43 surface delivery; $US68 premium delivery.
Technical Soaring/OSTIV: Quarterly publication
of SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers.
c/o T U Delft, Fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg
1, NL-2629 HS DELFT, The Netherlands.
Vintage Times: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders
Australia, edited by David & Jenne Goldsmith, PO Box
577, Gisborne VIC 3437, Membership $15 pa.

H G FA
Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members
up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified
per person per issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office
for membership verification/payment by email
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93792177 or post:
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041.
The deadline is 25th of the month, for publication
five weeks hence. Submitted classifieds will run for
one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings.
When submitting a classified remember to include
your contact details (for prospective buyers),
your HGFA membership number (for verification)
and the State under which you would like the
classified placed. (Note that the above does not
apply to commercial operators. Instructors may
place multiple classified entries, but will be
charged at usual advertising rates.)

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required
for the specific aircraft being reflective of
the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All
members must adhere to the maintenance
requirements as contained in Section 9 of
the Operations Manual and as provided
by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment
should always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of
the aircraft. It should include examination
of maintenance logs for the aircraft. It is
unethical and a legally volatile situation
for individuals to provide aircraft which are
unsuitable for the skill level of the pilot, or
aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment
SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Moyes SX5 int. Suit up to 90kg pilot. Less than
30 hrs use, immaculate cond. Incl. spare DTs. Also:
Keller Tec 2 harness, 180-188cm and Davron 600 alti/
vario. All for $1900. May separate, will split interstate delivery. Ph: 0431 038005 or 08 84497194.
QUEENSLAND

Moyes SX4 excellent cond. Spare sail & DT, gase
bar wheels. Great glider, flies well, $1300 ono. Ph:
Michael 07 54413143 or <mshyn1@eq.edu.au>.
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Airborne C4 13.5, fluoro green/black/grey US.
Titanium oxide (sunblock) TS. Streamline control
frame & FAST bar. 65 hrs, one year old in October,
excellent cond, $6800 ono. Ph: Andy 0428 176823.
Corsair powered nanolight base & Sting 175
XC II. Excellent climb rate of 500ft/min, complete &
ready to fly, $7500. Will consider splitting the wing
& base as some pilots may have a suitable wing
already. Can be viewed at the Dynamic Flight Park
or I can email photos. Ph: 0407 163796.

Paragliders & Equipment
QUEENSLAND

Full paragliding kit, incl. Contour harness,
Mayday reserve, Red Independence II wing, DHV
1-2 with 74 hrs airtime. Pilot weight range 70-85kg,
excellent cond, radio, helmet, backpack & flying suit,
$2100. Ph: John Mayes 0404 280002.
Tornado Paramotor, 172.5 Cosair motor, less
than five hrs running time, steel frame, electric start,
three spare propellers, auxiliary tanks, blade covers,
Comunica helmet & headset, Max Para reserve,
$5000. Ph: Bela 0427 049908 (Sunshine Coast).

Microlights & Equipment
QUEENSLAND

Airborne XT 912 Harlequin (beautiful colour)
with Cruze wing, 450 hrs, with Bolly prop with
Dura tuff LEs, Icom radio, Raptor intercom, helmet
with headset, Garmin GPS, Silva compass, training
bars, belly bag with Propnet, spares, registered
trailer, original Rotax maintenance CD, full history,
always hangared, asking $46000, can email photos
<alexsabine@bigpond.com>. Ph: 0419 765503, 07
40602002.
Airborne Edge, yellow/white Wizard 2 wing, new
in 2003, 120 hrs. 503 Rotax overhauled at 290 hrs,
done 420 hrs. Full instruments incl. vario, Raptor
headsets, four-blade Brolga prop, $13500. Ph: Bob
07 41631779.

Learn to Fly in Canberra!
The Paragliding Capital of Australia
and only three hours drive from Sydney.
At Australian Paragliding Centre we fly all
year round & are open seven days a week.
Learn to fly in a friendly, caring environment
with first class tuition & equipment.
• Licence & introductory courses
• Tandem flights
• Gift vouchers & group discounts
• Pilot Development Clinics for novice,
intermediate & advanced pilots
• International flying tours
• Cross-country & towing tours
• Ozone, Airwave paragliders, harnesses,
reserves, flying suits, GPS, UHF, EPIRBS
• Fly Products paramotor sales & tuition
Contact: Peter Bowyer on

02 6226 8400

<fly@paraglide.com.au>
Check out our new homepage!
[www.paraglide.com.au]
QUEENSLAND

VICTORIA

Airborne Edge X Classic, Wizard wing, Blue Top
582 2000 model, electric start, red pod, red/blue
wing, full instruments, Punkinhead stone & prop
covers, Icom A20, Raptor intercom, helmets &
headsets, GPS. Excellent cond, $16000 ono. Ph: 0409
238818 or <phenry@wiss.com.au>.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Redback trike T2-2203, as new, 140 hrs, with
trailer, $18000 ono. Ph: 0403 342484.

General
PARA S UPPLY

Flight Suit US$130 only, fast packing tube US$39,
Flight Deck US$ 45, PTT US$49 and more… Para
Supply’s aim is to keep the price at a fair and affordable level, by direct selling [www.parasupply.com].
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RAINBOW PARAGLIDING
APCO AUSTRALIA
Offering the full range
of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and
100% satisfaction guarantee.
Test centre for APCO gliders [www.apcoaviation.com].

APCO Australia and PWC winner
of the Serial Class 2000

Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based
on the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has
access to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the
Cooloola National Park including Teewah and world
famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly
all year round, 60km cross-country flights have been
achieved in winter!
FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing
or asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with
the experts.
INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and
the knowledge.
SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, tradein, maintenance and repairs.
YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 2,500 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581
Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com>

[www.paraglidingrainbow]
Soaring Australia
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VICTORIA

N EW SOUTH WALES

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely
renowned as Australia’s best flying region.
Bright has been host to numerous Australian &
international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the
best, our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian
Paragliding Champion) has been involved in
paragliding since 1990 & instructing for over
10 years.
Courses
• Introductory & HGFA licence course
• Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
• SIV courses
• Tow courses
• XC tandem flights
• Equipment Sales
We are now conducting SIV courses.
See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

NEW SOUTH WALES

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
www.activeflight.com.au
• MT BORAH, MANILLA is the one of the top 10
flying sites in the world & has more flyable days
than anywhere else in Australia. It has 4 large
launches for nearly all wind directions & easy, safe
top & bottom landings all around. Great ridge
soaring & XC all in one place. HOST of the 2007
PARAGLIDING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS!
• YOUR CFI IS GODFREY WENNESS: The most
experienced paraglider pilot in Australia. Over
5,400 hours airtime since 1988, World Record
Holder – 335km (1998-2002), Longest Tandem
Flight in the World – 223km (2000-03), Multiple
National Records, National XC League Winner
(inaugural 2001 & 2002), CFI, Instructor Examiner,
Australian Team Member, Prototype Test Pilot,
HGFA Safety & Ops Committee (PG), International
Comps Organiser, & Owner of World Famous Mt
Borah.
• NOVICE LICENCE COURSES: Our famous 9 day,
live in, Novice Licence Courses, with genuine small
class sizes (<6), go well beyond the minimum
requirements & include thermalling, ridge soaring, safety manoeuvres & more. Over a week of
the highest quality tuition by highly experienced
pilots/instructors, using the latest techniques
& equipment costs only $1,320 (including
accommodation).
• THERMALLING, XC & OTHER TUITION: We specialise in PG & offer personal one-on-one & group
tuition in areas such as basic skills refresher,
thermalling, cross-country, SIV safety clinics, & Intermediate, Advanced, Tandem, Motor & other ratings.
• HG TO PG ENDORSEMENTS: its easier than
you think!
• ONLY QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM THE BEST
BRANDS: Importer of Advance, Flytec, Hanwag
and JDC. Stockist & service of all equipment,
new & secondhand.
• CABINS & CAMPING ONSITE: Stay at Mt Borah
– its nice & quiet! Cabins for just $15p/n ($100
p/w) & camping $6 ($35 p/w).
So come flying with Manilla Paragliding, where the person who shows you the mountain, owns the mountain!

Phone Godfrey Wenness on:
02 6785 6545 or fax: 02 6785 6546
email: <SkyGodfrey@aol.com>
‘The Mountain’, Manilla, NSW 2346.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Australia Wide Services
HGFA Approved Paraglider
Testing & Repairs

• Comprehensive testing and repairs
to all paragliders
• Fully equipped service and repair
agents for:
Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin,
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone,
Paratech, Sky, UP
• Full written report
• Harness repair and modifications
• Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
• Parachute repacking
• Orders taken from anywhere in Australia,
New Zealand and Asia
• Prompt turnaround
PARAGLIDING
REPAIR
CENTRE

Paragliding Repair Centre
680 Traylen Road, Stoneville WA 6081
Office/Fax: 08 92952820, Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]
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