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BIG SUNDAY
Phil Hystek
SETTING THE NEW BEECHMONT AND CANUNGRA
AREA PARAGLIDING DISTANCE RECORD… AND MORE.
The extinct volcanic plug near Croftby, south of Boonah

Phil ready to launch

LOOKS LIKE A BIG ONE

Saturday 28/10/06 – one look at the synoptic chart and it was either go to the
Canungra Classic hang gliding competition
prizegiving that night or get a good night’s
sleep in preparation for what looked like ‘Big
Sunday’. Tomorrow’s forecast was for moderate to fresh SE, easing during the day and
turning east. The trough had moved oﬀshore
leaving the area relatively unstable at lower
levels, but stable enough above with a low
chance of overdevelopment. The lure of a
big flight won and an early night was had.
I packed everything on Saturday evening
in preparation. All the usual comp flying
gear plus water, lunch, charged batteries in
both GPSs and radio and the hitching sign.
L E T ’S G E T G O I N G

Sunday 29/10/06 – the morning dawned
fairly clear with a good SE. A big breakfast
and jump in the car… but wait, there was
something else I’d need for my anticipated
long flight… my airborne comfort staNovember 2007

tion. I’ll spare you the details, but as Ivan
once described why he was forced to land
at Boonah T on an epic day: “I need your
pipe!” (say it in your best Russian accent),
pretty much explains it.
A quick rummage and the saviour of
my long flights was found. A full bladder
can be very distracting, not to mention
painful. Not drinking, in the hope you won’t
need to pee, will result in a loss of concentration and probably a shorter flight anyway.
Shane Hill and I had arranged to meet
at Beechmont at 8am, but on driving up
it looked like we were at least an hour late.
Seven o’clock would have been the go. Even
though the base was low, the cloud development was great.
Brandon, Ben, Mel, Geoﬀ and Kevin
Nelson all arrived and soon the launch was
buzzing in anticipation of big k’s. The sky
looked promising and the wind was consistent enough to easily ridge soar while waiting
for the first ticket out.
Being a Sunday, Geoﬀ was running his
‘Sunday Series’ cross-country comp and had
set open distance. Giving myself a challenge,
I set Inglewood as my goal. Making it would
give me the Beechmont record and a new
Canungra area record. (Shane had upped the
Beechmont record to 162km only two weeks

earlier and was also keen to break his own
record by doing 200km today.)
We launched at 8:55am and ridge soared
for 15 minutes with a few tempting climbs
before being rewarded with a good climb
to the low base of just 4000ft. The gaggle
of Shane, Brandon, Geoﬀ, Ben and myself
headed over the back. Shane and Geoﬀ
headed to Hinchies, but got stuck when the
hill shaded over. Brandon, Ben and I got
a good strong but rough climb to base over
Gordo’s. This rough climb set the standard
for the rest of the day’s conditions.
WIN SOME, LOSE SOME

Over the back from Gordo’s the Kerry
valley sink hole was doing its best to drag
down those unlucky enough to be in the
right place at the wrong time. Ben decked
it in the foothills of Mohamed with Brandon lucky to scratch a low save. The clouds
were working well and so despite 5/8ths
cover and a low base, staying up didn’t seem
a problem – but you had to stay high and
fly the clouds. Brandon joined me on the
NW foothills of Mohamed where we got
a good climb over the abattoirs. At base,
Brandon tracked north towards Bromelton
despite better clouds being on a straight
glide to Boonah. He’d been unusually quiet
during the last climb and it was strange
Soaring Australia
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The start of something big…
Heading onto the Darling Downs
after crossing the range

Climbing out from Beechmont with the Numinbah
valley and Mt Warning in the background

to see him go north rather than follow
the better track west. (I found out later
his radio had died at Gordo’s and, not
in the mood for long walks, he decided
to fly the safe route along the highway.
Hey Lofty, preparation mate!)

Locked Gate valley fills even the fittest
pilot with trepidation. On most flights west,
I fly the long way to Boonah, via the BeauieBoonah road, rather than risk a three-hour
walk out if I landed at the western end of
the valley. Today I decided to trust my judgement and fly the clouds directly over the
furthest end of Locked Gate valley. If I landed, I’d force myself to enjoy the walk out.
My concern was unfounded as the
clouds worked better the further west I travelled. Two climbs brought Boonah within
easy glide with at least 30 minutes saved
over my usual route.
Shane was living up to his name of
‘Smokin’ Hill’ and after being held up on
Witherin, used all the speed of the Booma
4 to catch me at Boonah. It was nice to fly
with someone for a while as it took my mind
oﬀ the rough air. The sky was looking better and better to the west, but the lack of a
tailwind made the going slow. Still, with the
early start, we’d reached Boonah by 11am.

NORT H OR S O U T H ?

Boonah and decision time: Do we go
‘The Gap’ or south via Killarney?
Cunningham’s Gap is the most common
range crossing route, but after a short conversation with Shane, we decided to cross via
‘The Head’ and Killarney. The clouds looked
better that way, even though the retrieval
options were more limited. But shortly after
we made the decision, Shane headed NW
towards Mt Moon (“Because a street had set
up there,” he said later). I stuck to our plan
and tracked SW towards a cloud developing
close to ‘The Head’. Shane’s choice ended
in disappointment and after scratching very
low to the south of Mt Moon, he decked it.
I was on my own and with some encouraging words from Shane I turned towards the
spectacular escarpment of Mt Superbus and
proceeded into unknown territory.
The thermal which got me over ‘The
Head’ and onto the Great Dividing Range was
typical of the day with a lot of suck at base
resulting in a couple of minutes of white-out.
The southern side of the Condamine,
Mt Wilson and Carrs had more sun, but the
northern route, which would take me just to
the south of Mt Superbus and the north side
of the Condamine Gorge, had better clouds.
Base had risen to 7000ft, but a couple of
climbs were still needed to get me over the
range. Decking it here would necessitate a
long walk out. There wasn’t much time to
admire the view due to the roughness of the
air and the constant need to keep track of
landing areas. It was great to see Andrew and
Wendy Horchner’s Killarney launch come
into view and then slowly disappear behind
as I continued my westward path. A couple
of big collapses kept me on my toes, but as
I passed Mt Colliery and Tannymorell and
onto the flatlands of the downs, the ground

The McPherson range with Mt Barney, Mt Maroon and Lake Maroon
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level dropped, my altitude increased and
my stress level subsided.
O U T O N T O T H E F L AT S

Flying the flatlands west of Killarney needs
a diﬀerent mindset and technique compared to the hills east of the Great Divide.
Clouds and cloud shadow lines proved the
key. Base had increased close to 9000ft,
but the air seemed rougher as the thermals
now rose through a few windshear layers.
A climb directly over Warwick allowed time
to check out the town and its surroundings – a good distraction from the last five
hours of working my glider. An eagle joined
me during this climb, disappointingly the
only soaring bird I saw all flight. The day
still looked good and with the high base,
my goal looked within reach.
One way of relaxing when the air gets
rough is to talk via radio to other pilots
or your retrieve driver, they can give you
encouragement and help you maintain
focus. But after Shane had landed and I’d
lost touch with Karen (who had retrieved
Ben and Geoﬀ), I was feeling pretty isolated.
I talked to Wayne Lee who’d had a great
flight from Beechmont, but had landed at
Killarney because he needed to take a leak.
“Ha, I’ve had two already”, I thought, smiling.
After Warwick, I was able to get radio
contact with Yoda for a while, who’d flown
from ‘The Nobby’, west of Ipswich, and
was landing at Pittsworth. The conversation helped me relax, until he mentioned
he was landing because it was too rough…
that’s not what I needed to hear! But Yoda’s
encouragement to keep going for the record
helped me re-focus on the goal.
With no organised retrieve, I needed
to land close to a main road. I had to get
to the road at least an hour or two before
sunset. Trying to hitch a ride in the middle
of nowhere late in the afternoon would be
diﬃcult, but it would be almost impossible
after dark. The only really traﬃcked road
heading west from Warwick is the Cunningham highway and I kept it within glide.
I always carry enough food and water to last
me a night in the open, but it would be nice
to get home that evening.
HURDLES

One hurdle to cross-country flights heading west over the Darling Downs is the
number of wide, densely timbered forests.
These forests can be at least 20km north to
south and 10km east to west. Following the
Cunningham highway is no exception. Just
east of Karara (40km west of Warwick) is
a five-kilometre deep forest through which
the highway passes. Five kilometres south
of the highway, the crossing width narrows
November 2007

Mt Moon (left) and Mt Alford
at the start of the Great Divide

to about two kilometres. Crossing the forest
at the narrow point meant flying far enough
away from the highway that landing there
might have me camping the night.
But the lure of a record was greater than
the possible discomfort of a night out so
I tracked south. My concern proved totally
unjustified and a strong and particularly
rough climb over the crossing had me back
close to 10 grand with an easy glide back
to the security of the main road.
The wind had turned quite north and
each climb took me away from the highway.
However, with the last couple of climbs to
almost 10 000ft, I was able to roughly parallel the highway in a sawtooth pattern.
It was now about 3:30pm and I was
within glide of the record. I had been in the
air for over six and a half hours in mostly
rough and uncomfortable air and was starting
to feel the eﬀects of constant glider control.
Being able to drink as much water
as I wanted during the flight had helped
maintain my concentration, but not having eaten for over seven hours was having
a negative eﬀect on my desire to push on
for Inglewood. I decided to glide towards
the highway and only take a climb if I flew
into a big, fat, smooth thermal. There was a
nice landing field next to the road, which,
although timbered, had a big enough area
to get the Boom Sport down safely. Gliding
towards it, and low enough to start thinking
about an approach, I hit a strong surge of
lift. “Why not give it one last try,” I thought
to myself. After all, I was only two or three
10-grand climbs from Inglewood… but
by this time in the afternoon (now past
4pm), getting up from low was going to be
extremely diﬃcult. A couple of turns in this
rough drifting thermal were enough to seal
the deal on the day. I’d had enough.

I managed to eek out one last kilometre
by soaring along a small ridge, which also
got me within 200m of the road. Oﬀ the
end of the ridge, a final turn into wind,
thread my way between some dead trees
and a smooth touchdown.
What a flight: 177.7km, seven hours
and 19 minutes, 9700ft maximum altitude,
a new Beechmont record, a new Canungra
area record, my PB for both distance and
flight time. I just stood there for a while
taking it in.
ONE ADVENTURE ENDS,
ANOTHER BEGINS

There was little time for reflection. There I
was, pretty much in the middle of nowhere
with two hours of sunlight left and I needed
to get a ride to Warwick before nightfall
if I was to get home before tomorrow. Pack
everything away, except for water, lunch
and hitching sign. In preparation for today’s
flight, I had written a new destination town
in the hitching sign. Previously it read
Beaudesert, but to indicate my faith that
today was going to be big, I had made up
WARWICK and slid it into the sign. Yep,
ask and you will receive.
The prospects didn’t look good. A constant barrage of B doubles roaring past at
over 100km/h interspersed by tourists in cars
brimming with all manner of holiday goods
and chattels.
I try to walk while hitching to bide the
time, but also need to face my prospective
lift, so I walk backwards. All well and good
until you almost trip over a truck retread
lying on the side of the road.
Twenty minutes of positive thinking
later, the squeal of brakes signalled my first
ride, courtesy of a Roadtec water tanker.
Ben had been working with a road gang
near Inglewood and was taking the tanker
Soaring Australia
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Looking north along the Great Divide. All crossings
of the range require a bit of toe pointing

back to Warwick before driving home to
Stanthorpe, a trip he’d done six days a week
for the last five weeks. Getting my glider up
and into the cab was not easy as his truck
was exceptionally tall, but it was nice to
start rolling towards the security of a well-lit
town and a better chance of a second ride.
Ben’s rule of the job was ‘no hitchhikers’,
but the GLIDER PILOT sign had caught
his attention. Turned out he knew a few of
the local paraglider/hang glider pilots in the
Stanthorpe area.
Ben dropped me at the Stanthorpe turnoﬀ and I walked the main road through
Warwick. (I’d done the same walk while
hitching home from a 152km flight three
weeks earlier). Hitching in the middle of
a town seems a waste of time, 99% of cars
are locals who either oﬀer a friendly wave
or a blank stare, but you have to keep trying,
so once again I did the backwards walk.
F E A R A N D L O AT H I N G
OVER THE GAP

I’d walked about one kilometre and had just
about given up on getting a ride before I’d
reached the eastern side of town when a very
tired, rather hippy looking Toyota Tarago
slowed and awkwardly pulled halfway oﬀ
the road. The side door slid open and, in
the combination of dying sunlight and dim
streetlights, I made out a cabin decked out
with all manner of old, faded, but friendly
ornaments and trinkets. Tie-died curtains
covered the windows while the roof and door
linings had long since disappeared.
“You’ll have to throw your pack over the
backseat ’cause the back door don’t work,” said
Phoenix while swallowing his mouthful of
chips. The 15-year-old was lounging barefoot
on the cluttered backseat, eating the last of
his take-away meal while Nicole, his mother
in her mid-40’s in the front passenger seat,
4
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it suddenly dawned on me that we were
shortly to descent down the infamous Cunningham’s Gap: 17-year-old driver, loaded
old van, night time, road famous for truck
and car accidents… what could I do to curb
this driver’s feeling of invincibility? I wasn’t
the only one with these thoughts. “Slow
down,” Nicole pleaded. “This is a 60km/h
zone and the road is dangerous.” “Who’s driving this car?”, came the defensive and dismissive reply. Idaho’s reply added urgency
to my need to say something. “I used to drive
my car pretty fast when I was young until a
few of my mates had accidents and got killed.”
That comment did nothing
to curb his racing desires.
“Idaho, Slow down now, or I’ll
make you stop this car and I’m going
to drive,” demanded Nicole. Our
downward path showed no sign of
slowing. I let a few moments lapse,
but as the tyre squealing got louder, I had to say something else.
“This would have to be the most
policed bit of road in Queensland,”
I said. “I don’t think I’ve been down
here and not seen a cop or a speed
camera,” trying to sound helpful
and not authoritarian. “The fines
are amazing now, eh? A mate of
mine got done $600 the other day.”
Jackpot, the prospect of a big fine
or losing his licence seemed to
strike a chord. The rate of descent
slowed along with a drop in the
When you’ve going to hitch home, you gotta fly IFR (I follow
stress level of Nicole and myself.
roads). Notice the northerly drift in the climbs after Warwick
But beside me in the seat, Phoenix
had barely moved a muscle during the whole episode. Was it the
asked him to move the box of apples to
CO2, or youth that had him so
make room for the new passenger.
calm during the stressful event?
After two attempts at closing the door,
The Tarago was bound for Brisbane and
I finally heard the reassuring ‘clunk’, but not
I needed to go via Boonah. Even though it
before Idaho, Nicole’s 17-year-old son and
was 7:30pm and there are servos, lights and
driver, was already in second gear.
a 60km/h speed limit in Aratula, my best
After the usual explanation of my reaprospects for another ride would be on the
son for thumbing a lift, I started to settle
Boonah turn-oﬀ just north of Aratula.
in for the ride, but with a sense of unease.
As the Tarago’s exhaust note faded into
The back door of the van might not have
the dark and quiet enveloped the orange
worked, but that didn’t mean it was well
glow and coolness of the Boonah turn-oﬀ,
sealed. The smell of exhaust from an old and
I let out a sigh of relief. I’d made yet another
out of tune engine started to waft into the
successful crossing of ‘The Gap’… but now
cab. That, in combination with very old and
I’d never again complain about the roughbouncy suspension and a young driver keen
ness of the air during the crossing.
to show us all how fast an ’84 Tarago could
go, made me wonder if I had done the right
RODEO RIDERS
thing accepting this well-meant lift.
It seemed surreal, standing there in the cool
The flat stretch of the Cunningham
of the evening, chatting to Matt Rosser on
highway east from Warwick passed without
the mobile, while traﬃc whizzed by on its
incident, apart from the wallowing of the
way to Brisbane or Warwick. Not many
van as it’s worn out suspension tried to cope
cars turned onto the Boonah road, but
with potholes and road irregularities. My
I wasn’t worried. Eventually my next ride
feelings of concern had started to fade when
would come… and there you go: Another
November 2007
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old car, this time smaller. The doors of the
dusty and well-worn two-door ’86 Ford
Laser opened with a squeak of dusty hinges,
the result of many a dirt road travelled.
Two figures emerged and the dim streetlights did little to disguise their cowboy roots;
RM moleskins and boots, black Akubras,
checked shirts. Both looked dusty and in
need of a good night’s sleep. Dan lifted the
hatch to reveal not an inch of spare space.
“My pack is pretty big, eh?” I said wondering why these two guys in a small and very
full car had stopped to pick up a very big guy
with an even bigger pack. “No worries, we’ll
get you in,” proclaimed Dan as he flung the
two unrolled swags on the grass road verge.
“Roll these things up, Pete,” Dan said
with his head stuck in the back as he started
to shove away the loose collection of personal belongings, results of a weekend away
from home. Pete finished rolling the swags
and threw them back in the car. There still
appeared to be a serious lack of space for
my fairly bulky glider, but Dan, undaunted
threw the glider in the back and slammed
the hatch… nothing. “Let’s move things
around a bit,” said Dan as he climbed in the
backseat to continue the rearranging. Finally
he re-emerged. “It’ll close now.” Slam, Slam,
Slam – “Ahh, that’s got it. Let’s go.”
I folded myself into a physical origami
and crawled into the backseat. “Move my helmet first,” said Dan. “Squeeze it in that space
up there.” We were finally on our way. It had
taken us five minutes to rearrange the car
and no other vehicles had gone past. Beggars
can’t be choosers.
“You guys been to the Warwick Rodeo?”
I asked. I’d noticed the Warwick showground was full of horse floats and trucks
as I flew over earlier in the day. “Yeah,” said
Dan, raising his voice to talk over Garth
Brooks now blaring from the speakers.
“What’s the helmet for?” I questioned.
It looked like a cricket batsman’s helmet
complete with face shield. “Bull-riding,”
he replied with an air of distinction. “We’re
bull riders.” “How’d you go?” “Seven seconds,”
replied Dan with a touch of disappointment.
I had just spent seven and a quarter
hours in the air working my glider, watching conditions, choosing a route and finally
landing in a safe place so I could get a ride
home. Most people consider paragliding an
adrenaline sport… But here were two small
blokes who go out and try to spend just
eight seconds strapped to the top of a ton
of angry, heaving, twisting and totally unpredictable animal. Now that’s adrenaline –
I was transfixed. I just couldn’t imagine getting tied to the back of such a beast, waiting
for the ’chute to open and that first lurch.
November 2007

The rider has to stay on for eight seconds
and only then can he be scored for the ride.
“You goat get the wildest bull if you wanna
chance of winnin’,” explained Dan. “If a bull is
runner, you might stay the time, but you won’t
win, if ya gunna win, he’s gota spin and kick.”
Dan’s relaxed country drawl must have
come from many a night sitting drinking
around the campfire at rodeos. We spent the
whole trip discussing the bull-riding scene to
the backdrop of various country music tracks
that Pete quietly sang along to.
We talked about the bulls, the rodeo
clowns, the prizemoney and the circuit. It
was an eye-opening experience. “There isn’t
much money in the ‘non pro’ circuit. Eighty
bucks entry and you might get 800 for win.
But the big thing is the buckle. The gold belt
buckle is the drawcard. Imagine turning up to
the next rodeo with that thing,” Dan said with
an air of hope in his voice.
Dan also explained that he had wandered down the drug track in his late teens
and ended up on the hard stuﬀ. He’d pulled
himself back from the brink and went an
entirely diﬀerent route for his kicks. “There’s
nothing like it… it gives me the most amazing
rush, drugs just don’t come anywhere near it.”
Just like a paraglider pilot explaining
their sport, Dan didn’t consider his sport
unreasonably dangerous. You do the right
things and the risks are pretty low… but
I wasn’t convinced.
“The clowns are lifesavers,” he said,
explaining the job of the ‘rodeo clowns’
or bull decoys. It’s their job to distract the
bull so it won’t trample the cowboy as he
attempts to extract himself from its back.
“Gotta make sure you get oﬀ on the right side,
gettin’ thrown oﬀ the wrong side can be a bit of
a problem. Your hand can get stuck ’n’ you can
get drug ’n’ trampled.” Phew! A blow-out in
a comp glider on full bar suddenly seems so
tame. Bull riding sounds way too extreme.
Before I knew it, the lights of Beaudesert
had come into view and this most interesting
of rides had come to an end. The cowboys
turned south towards Rathdowney and Barb
had arranged to meet me in town. I bid the
boys good-bye and wished them all the best
for the next eight second ride. “You can keep
that for yourself,” I thought as their little car
disappeared into the dark.
REFLECTING

Travelling home in the relaxed comfort of
my Landcruiser, I had time to reflect on an
amazing day. A day I’ll never forget. Sure
there have been longer and more spectacular
flights, but I had done what paragliders
are so good for. Taking me on an amazing
adventure that doesn’t finish when you land.
Roll on the next big one.
Soaring Australia

5

G FA

How to Avoid a Mid-air Collision
– A New Approach
Richard H Johnson
NO PILOT IS INVULNERABLE TO AN INFLIGHT COLLISION. THE MOST IMPORTANT GUARD AGAINST
SUCH MISHAPS IS TO KNOW THE LIMITATIONS OF THE EYE AND HOW TO SCAN EFFECTIVELY FOR
OTHER TRAFFIC.

M

id-air collision is a very serious threat
to modern sailplane operations.
Figure 1 is from the October 1988
issue of the USA Soaring Safety
Foundation news bulletin, showing that in
just the first half of that year, 10 sailplanes
were involved in mid-air collisions. It is
likely that other sailplane collisions also
occurred, but with only minor damage,
and therefore, unreported.

unsurvivable, despite having a parachute,
because either the occupants are incapacitated in the collision itself or had a insuﬃcient
altitude to use their parachutes. Because of
the relatively shorter wings used on conventional-powered airplanes, their survivability
rates in a mid-air collision are perhaps half
those of sailplanes (author’s estimate).
There are three basic ways to avoid
a mid-air collision. They are:
• See
• Be seen
• To see better

can reduce visibility to as little as five to 10%
with the heavily shaded varieties.
To check some of the light transmissivity
values, the Dallas Gliding Association members made independent measurements with a
state-of-the-art Cary Model 170 Spectrophotometer. Those test data results are shown in
Figures 4 and 5.

Figure 4

* Included in totals
Figure 1: January to July accident data

For each sailplane mid-air collision
which occurs, it is estimated that roughly
half are survivable without the use of a parachute; ie, the pilots still have suﬃcient control to land safely. Of those damaged beyond
control, perhaps 80% are survivable via
parachute, provided suﬃcient altitude for its
use exists. The remaining collisions are likely

Figure 2: Wavelength (NM) Eagle Eye Spectra

Because ‘see and be seen’ is so very
important to flight safety, we must all
seriously consider the enhancement and
protection of our eyesight. That can be
considerably improved through the use of
the newly-introduced frequency-selective
glasses designed to be responsive to the light
frequencies that eagles and hawks use, as
shown in Figure 2. There, essentially all the
ultraviolet and blue light wavelengths are
filtered out, but the green, yellow and red
wavelengths are attenuated by only 10%.
Most conventional sunglasses merely reduce
the light level at all wavelengths. Figure 3 is
a plot of visibility versus retina safety, from
Les Sebald’s excellent January 1986 Soaring
magazine article.
Note that conventional sunglasses provide relatively little eye protection, yet they
Figure 3: Retina safety
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Figure 5

Figure 4 presents the transmissivity
versus wavelength data measured with three
diﬀerent types of conventional sunglasses.
Note that except for the polarised plastic
lenses, the other two allowed relatively large
amounts of ultraviolet light to pass. Below
610 nanometres wavelength, the polarised
lenses passed only about five percent, though
they did pass up to 30% in the 690nm
red region. Only light waves of more than
November 2007
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400 and less than 760nm are visible to the
human eye.
A nanometre is one billionth of a
metre in length. Visible light wavelengths
are extremely short. Approximately 200
wavelengths of 500nm green light equal the
thickness of one sheet of ordinary writing
paper. On the other hand, the wavelength
of our 12mc VHF communications radios
is close to 7.5ft.
Figure 5 shows the transmissivity versus
wavelength data that we measured, with
a well known brand of the filtered flight
glasses. Below 500nm we could not measure
any light passage, even with the spectrophotometer set to 10 times its normal sensitivity. At 600nm the measured transmissivity
slightly exceeded 90%. Unfortunately, our
measurements did not extend above 600nm
in this test run, but it is quite probable that
the transmissivity would stay above 90%,
as per the advertised brochures.
Chromatic aberration is a condition
which occurs because human eyes cannot
focus sharply on blue and red light simultaneously. The condition is common with
ordinary sunglass lenses which do not block
near ultraviolet and blue light. Figure 6
depicts that condition. Figure 7 shows how
the blockage of the blue and near ultraviolet
light waves provides a sharper image focus.

Figure 6: An ordinary sunglass lens does not block
near ultraviolet or blue light of the electromagnetic spectrum

Figure 7: Perception lens blocks ultraviolet and
blue light

Today, practically every optical house in
the USA, and probably worldwide, oﬀers frequency selective sunglasses under their own
trade names. Blue Light Eliminator Sunglasses are now being sold at bargain prices
in USA convenience stores. We have not yet
made transmissivity measurements on any of
the new brand, but possibly we can include
some of those soon.
As for pilot testimonials, I can sincerely say that I have been very favourably
November 2007

impressed with the performance of mine
since I purchased them about three years
ago. John Byrd, top-rated US National
Team pilot, is reported to have said, “I am
convinced that all pilots should wear Suntigers
for greatly improved vision and safety.” Bruce
Beddow, Chief Flight Instructor at Caddo
Mills, Texas, said of a hazy six to eight mile
visibility test day: “The improvement in vision
was obvious: sharper, clearer images, especially
for distant objects.”

lines were essentially white instead of the
black shown. Statistics show that about
82% of in-flight collisions occur at overtaking convergence angles. Therefore, it should
be no surprise to anyone trying to approach
it from the rear.

BE SEEN BETTER

Of equal importance to seeing well is the
need for all aircraft to be seen. Most powered aircraft do a fairly good job of making
themselves conspicuous in the air by use
of strobe lights and/or contrasting paint
schemes. Ultralights and balloons use bright
colour schemes, but modern sailplanes are
unfortunately doing an increasingly poor
job of making themselves visible to other
pilots. The all-white gelcoat paint used in
modern sailplanes provides moderately good
detectability as long as the sailplane is in
bright sunlight. However, when out of the
sunlight, and especially under a cloud deck,
the all-white sailplane could hardly be camouflaged better! That is especially true when
viewed from another aircraft at the same
altitude, which is the greatest threat.
Not only do sailplanes now fly faster,
they also use lower fuselage profiles and thinner and higher aspect ratio wing surfaces
which make them less and less visible to
other pilots in the air. This, combined with
an all-white paint in a sunless situation,
makes the newer sailplane a prime candidate
for a mid-air collision.
My recent experience on that point
became alarmingly apparent and critical
during last winter’s test flying of the new
all-white ASH-25 two-seater sailplane. We
had towed up to about 11 000ft, well under
a high overcast. The tow pilot, who was also
a very experienced glider pilot, asked for
permission to make a 360º turn and take a
few photographs of the ASH-25 after I had
released. I agreed and said I would continue
along straight and level at about 60kt while
recording sink rate data. As soon as I had
released, Fred Taylor made his planned 360º
turn and then searched for the ASH-25,
without success. He said via radio, “You are
invisible up there!” Only then did I realise
how correct he was. For fear of a collision
he broke oﬀ his search, much to my relief.
Our test ASH-25 sailplane was completely white with no contrasting trim,
except for two-digit competition identification letters on the bottom of one wing and
on the vertical fin sides. Its appearance was
like that shown in Figure 8, except the out-

Figure 8

Figure 9

If our test sailplane simply had its
extremities painted with a high contrast
colour in a manner similar to that shown
in Figure 9, its detectability would have
been enhanced, at least to some degree.
That might have permitted the chase/tow
pilot to find the white ASH-25 on that
overcast and sunless day.
Practically all composite sailplanes are
coloured white because they are fabricated
with relatively low temperature resin systems
that significantly reduce in strength when
their temperature is elevated above about
57ºC (135ºF). The white colour reflects
a major portion of the sun’s heat rays, and
thus the structure stays cooler and stronger.
Handbooks and/or manufacturers generally
indicate that brightly painting the sailplane’s low stressed extremities is permitted.
Check your specific sailplane requirements
before painting.
An even better solution to the sailplane
detectability problem would be to install a
flashing strobe light system. It is true that the
popular airplane strobe light systems are very
eﬀective, but they require more battery power
than most sailplanes can provide. Also, it may
not be feasible to mount them on a sailplane’s
moveable control surfaces, such as the rudder trailing edge, because of control surface
Soaring Australia
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mass balancing requirements. However, a
lower-powered strobe light system, similar to
the small battery powered rescue strobe light
unit shown in Figure 10, may oﬀer an eﬀective solution to the sailplane’s detectability
problem. One each could be mounted on
the fuselage centreline, above and below the
wing, to provide essentially 360º strobe light
coverage. To my knowledge, such a system
for sailplanes is not commercially available,
but the need exists.

Figure 10: Rescue strobe
Military type, pocket size flashing strobe light used
with jacket or rafts. Signal lasts nine hours. Waterproof.
Meets FAA TSO C-85 specifications. Approximately 4.5
inches long, weighs about 6.5 ounces.

IMPROVED VIEWING
TECHNIQUES

Profile of mid-air collisions
Studies of the mid-air collision problems
form certain definite warning patterns.
It may be surprising to some that nearly
all mid-air collisions occur during daylight
hours in VFR conditions. Perhaps not so
surprising is that the majority happen within eight kilometres of an airport in the areas
of greatest traﬃc concentration, and usually
on warm weekend afternoons when more
pilots are doing more flying.
Also surprisingly, perhaps, is the fact that
the closing speed (rate at which two aircraft
come together) is generally relatively slow,
usually much slower than the airspeed of
either aircraft involved. This is because the
majority of in-flight collisions are the result
of a faster aircraft overtaking and hitting a
slower plane (sailplanes, please note).
Statistics on 105 in-flight collisions that
occurred from 1964 to 1968 show that 82%
were at overtaking convergence angles; 35%
were from zero to 10º, almost straight from
behind. Only five percent were from a headon angle.
The human eye system
By definition and function, the human eye
is one of the most important and complex
systems in the world. Basically, its job is to
accept images from the outside world and
transmit them to the brain for recognition
and storage. In other words, the organ of
vision is our prime means of identifying,
and relating to, what is going on around us.
8
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It has been estimated that 80% of our
total information intake is through the eyes.
In the air we depend on our eyes to provide
most of the basic input necessary for performing during a flight, such as attitude,
speed, direction, and proximity to items
such as the ground and opposing air traﬃc
that many constitute a danger of in-flight
collisions. As air traﬃc density and aircraft
closing speeds increase, the problems of inflight collision grow proportionately, and so
does the importance of the ‘eyeball system’.
A basic understanding of the eye’s limitation
in target detection is probably the best insurance a pilot can have against running into
another aircraft, with likely fatal results.
An inherent eye problem is that of narrow field of vision. Although our eyes accept
light for an arc of nearly 200º, they are
limited to a relatively narrow area of approximately 10 to 15º in which they can actually
focus and classify an object. Though we can
perceive movement in the periphery, we cannot identify what is happening out there,
and we tend not to believe what we see out
of the corner of our eyes. This, aided by the
brain, often leads to ‘tunnel vision’.
This limitation is compounded by the
fact that at a distance, an aircraft on a collision course with you will appear to be
motionless. It will remain in a seemingly
stationary position, without appearing either
to move or to grow in size for a relatively
long time, and then suddenly bloom into a
huge mass filling your canopy. This is known
as ‘blossom eﬀect’. Since we need motion or
contract to attract our eyes’ attention, this
becomes a frightening factor when you realize that a large bug or smear or a dirty spot
on the canopy can hide a converging aircraft
until he is too close to be avoided.
How to scan
The best way to start is by getting rid of
bad habits. Not looking out at all is the
poorest scan technique, but glancing out at
infrequent intervals is also poor when you
remember that it only takes seconds for a
disaster to happen. Check yourself the next
time you fly and see how long you go without adequately scanning out of the canopy.
Glancing out and giving it the oncearound without stopping to focus on anything is practically useless. So is staring out
into one spot for long periods of time (even
though it may be great for meditation).
Referring to Figure 11, you can generally
avoid the threat of an in-flight collision during straight flight by scanning an area 100º
to the left and right of your centre. Faster
powered aircraft can generally use a smaller
plus or minus 60º scan range with equal

safety. This does not mean that you should
forget the rest of the area you can see to the
side at least every few scans. The slower your
aircraft, the greater your vulnerability, hence
the greater scan area required.
Vertically, the statisticians say, you will
be safe in an airplane if you scan 10º up and
down from your flight vector (see Figure
11). However, in a more vulnerable sailplane, that vertical scan angle likely needs
to be increased to about plus or minus 20º.
This will allow you to spot most aircraft that
are at an altitude which might prove to be
hazardous to your own flight path, whether
it is level with you, below and climbing,
or above and descending.

Figure 11: You can generally avoid the threat of inflight collision by vertical scanning 60º to the left
and right and horizontally scanning 10º up and down

Scan patterns
Your best deterrent against in-flight collisions is an eﬃcient scan pattern. Two basic
scans that have proved best for most pilots
are called the ‘block’ system. This type
of scan is based on the theory that traﬃc
detection can be made only through a series
of eye fixations at diﬀerent angular points
in space. Each of these fixes becomes the
focal point of your field of vision: a block
10 to 15º wide.
By fixating every 10 to 15º, you should
be able to detect any contrasting or moving
object in each block. Allow a minimum of
one to two seconds of search in each block
for eye accommodation and detection.

Figure 12: Side-to-side scanning method. Start at the
far left of your visual area and make a methodical
sweep to the right, pausing in each block of viewing
area to focus your eyes. At the end of the scan, return
to the panel
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Figure 13: Front-to-side scanning method. Start in
the centre block of your visual field (centre front
windshield); move to the left, focusing in each block,
then swing quickly to the centre block after reaching
the last block on the left and repeat the sequence
to the right

Figure 12 depicts the side-to-side scanning method, and Figure 13 describes the
front-to-side scanning method. With modern
sailplane instrumentation and proper planning, not much time is needed for eyes-inside
cockpit duties. Audio variometer systems
should be mandatory in modern sailplanes.
In the near future, we likely will see the
introduction of low cost audio stall warning
systems in sailplanes, thanks to the presently
underway OSTIV Stall Warning Instrument
Competition. The audio stall warning should
be especially helpful during airport landing
patterns when one’s eyes really need to be
on the lookout for converging traﬃc instead
of watching an airspeed indicator.
The time sharing plan
External scanning is just part of the pilot’s
total eyeball job. To achieve maximum
eﬃciency in flight, one has to establish
a good internal (panel and map) scan as
well, and learn to give each its proper and
appropriate share of time. The amount of
time one spends looking outside the cockpit
in relation to what is spent inside depends,
to some extent, on the workload inside the
cockpit and the density of traﬃc outside.
Generally, the external scan will take about
three to four times as long as a look around
the instrument panel.
Collision avoidance checklist
1. Check yourself
2. Plan ahead
3. Clean windows
4. Adhere to SOPs
5. Avoid crowds
6. Compensate for design
7. Equip for safety
8. Talk and listen
9. Scan!
Figure 14

The checklist shown in Figure 14 can
be useful in planning a safe flight.
Checking yourself: Consciously perform the above recommended scanning with
your eyes until it becomes a normal routine
to your flight duties. Not easy to do, but
probably the most eﬀective improvement
to your flight safety.
November 2007

Plan ahead: Prepare maps, flight plans,
radio, oxygen, etc, before take-oﬀ to minimise the amount of time necessary for eyesin-cockpit duties.
Clean windows: A dusty or dirty canopy
may not appear to be a problem at takeoﬀ, but late in the day when the sun is
getting low, a little dust or dirt can seriously
degrade visibility.
Adhere to SOPs: Fly normal airport
patterns and procedures, turning right after
aerotow release, etc.
Avoid crowds: Avoid busy airways,
VORs, gaggles and other high traﬃc airways, do so at 90º to the traﬃc detectability.
By crossing at 90º you both minimise your
crossing time and allow yourself a good view
of crossing traﬃc. Remember that some
80% of collisions occur at overtaking convergence angles (from the rear) where only
one aircraft has a possibility of seeing the
other. The 90º crossing permits both aircraft
to see each other, and that greatly reduces
the risk of a collision, provided that correct
scanning procedures are being used by at
least one aircraft.
Compensate for design: Do gentle
S-turns if your aircraft has any blind spots.
That is especially helpful to check for traﬃc
below and abeam, both while in airport
traﬃc patterns and at other prudent times.
Also, perform additional detection enhancement manoeuvres such as wing rocking in
traﬃc situations if your aircraft is of low
contrast colour(s).
Equip for safety: Add high contrast
paint, strobe light, light and audio variometer and soon-to-come audio stall warning instrumentation. New memory radios
that require the touch of only one button
to change frequencies are also a help, as are
electronic voice check lists, currently being
marketed for larger aircraft.
Talk and listen: Use your radio in airport patterns to advise possible conflicting
traﬃc of your position and intentions and
listen to theirs. Advise air traﬃc controllers
when crossing high density traﬃc routes,
near busy airports, or when flying in active
military operations or training areas.
Scan: Eﬀective scanning is the most
important thing you can do to avoid a mid-air
collision. That takes both eﬀort and practice.
Collision avoidance
development technique
Read additional literature on collision
avoidance techniques and talk with your
instructors, veteran pilots and air traﬃc
controllers about what might best improve
your flying techniques. Make a list of what
your really need to do and practice them

during your flights. Eﬀective scanning will
likely be diﬃcult at first for most pilots, and
continued practices needed to develop that
into a lifesaving unconscious habit.
During and/or after each flight think of
the occasions where you failed to continually
resolve to correct those deficiencies.
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....................................................................................................
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How not to get home after a great XC
(or whatever can go wrong, will go wrong)
Godfrey Wenness

It’s all smiles before the flight

O

Photo: Gaynor Shoeman

ver the past 15 years of cross-country
flying I have probably seen or heard
all as far as retrieves go. Rides on donkeys, motorbikes, camels and canoes
are the stuﬀ of legendary flights regardless
of how epic the actual cross-country distance
was. Then there are usual passport dramas
if you cross a border (without a passport
adds interest to that version), landing in

minefields and getting choppered out and, of
course, the: “I’m sitting by a tree in a paddock
with a cow, so why can’t you see me for three
hours?” Some of the more extreme problems
relate to car accidents of all types on the way,
getting mugged, or even getting shot (and
killed in one very sad case).
The adventure I had this year at the
Piedrahita XC Open wasn’t that dramatic,
just rather frustrating. I’m always a stickler
for getting the retrieve thing right: Proper
comms with back-ups, maps, good info
flows, etc. A driver who has a bit of a clue
always helps too.
Okay, so you do a day winning flight
into the flatlands south of the main range –
an area where no one had flown to for many
years. In fact Steve Ham, the local guru, last
flew that way 12 years ago and was quite
surprised and interested to hear of my eﬀort.
Safely landed at the 7:30pm last task time on
the dot, have your driver fully informed on
radio the whole way, send him an SMS with
your co-ords on landing, one hour to dark.
What can go wrong? Plenty actually…
Firstly start with some hard core Spanish police who stop your near virgin pick-up
driver for touching the white line in the
middle of the road on a winding mountain
pass: 63 Euros, thank you… but wait, he
only has 55 Euros on him. One hour later,
without moving an inch, and in the company of another
four police cars
and motorbikes,
he finds another
four Euros in
coins in the bus
– but it’s still not
enough, four
Euros to go or
they won’t let
him leave.
Some locals
start appearing to
see the circus and
a boy oﬀers to
give him the four
missing Euros,
but the police
don’t allow it

(some bizarre rule about helping criminals).
Another 30 minutes of searching and he
finds four Euros in really small change and
oﬀ he goes… He is delayed by nearly two
hours, but we still have radio contact. The
only issue will be if I land in a no cell phone
coverage area, so I pass on likely headings
and landings by radio at every stage.
Soon the bus is on the way to my last
in-flight radio called GPS position and is
less than 50km behind me. Once landed,
he gets an SMS of that too. I’ve landed
only five kilometres from the next town
on a main access road to the only lake in
the region. He’s about 20 minutes away on
a main highway, needs to go though a little
village and out on the lake road. Easy?
Not today, not in Spain.
One thing I learnt was to never 100%
trust the in-car navigation! Nils, our Bavarian driver, who is a pilot but has only done
local retrieves in the Alps, says he’s at the
nearest known road location to my LZ, but
can’t see me and there must be a problem.
To save using the phone, I walked to a high
point on the road, had great radio contact
and gave revised co-ords. The driver reckons
he is only five kilometres away, but can’t find
the road I am on. Hmmm… Okay, I walk
to the town and SMS another set of co-ords
and wait. The radio is a bit more scratchy,
but he says he’s in the town in between
buildings. I give some landmarks, but he
can’t see them.
Then the bombshell: I get him to use a
normal GPS and a GOTO. He then realises
he’s in the wrong town by five kilometres
and has been looking for a non-existent road
that ‘must’ have been there because I told
him so. The TOM TOM unit originally
took him to the closest point on its known
roads, but there was no way to me from
there. Always use a GPS GOTO to confirm
the in-car units directions, check a map and
apply some logic!
So there I was, waiting in one spot on
the main road entrance to a small Spanish
town, fully two and a half hours after landing, waiting to be ‘found’. Then comes the
next series of dramas: Both my radio, which
I was using on high power, and my phone

Flying over Piedrahita launch
Photo: Gaynor Shoeman
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Nils, the driver, ponders the next retrieve drama
Photo: Gaynor Shoeman

are showing critical low battery… Ahhh!
I always have spare batteries for my Aussie
UHF and CDMA, but not for the Euro
gear. But wait, there’s more… He finally
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figures out his mistake, arrives well after dark
and says he has been on zero fuel for 50km
now because he has no money to buy any
due to the fine… No problemo, we can
go to a gas station now and I’ll pay, but…
We go searching for fuel, ask lots of old
ladies sitting on the side of the road, drive
in circles because there is a fiesta in town.
There are detours everywhere, meaning the
directions we have need updating at every
turn – it’s a very slow process. Once at the
fuel stop we see it’s closed – it’s 10:05pm and
they closed at 10pm. Bugger!
The gauge hasn’t moved from the below
zero stopper the whole time, the ‘get fuel or
else’ light has been burning out for over an
hour, but it’s back into town to ask for the
next nearest one. The Mercedes bus is running on vapours and they are looking thin
as well.
To our shock the next 24-hour fuel stop
is 50km away and impossible to get to. We
ask around using hand signals and dodgey
Spanish for farm diesel, no luck either.
Finally we give up and ask for a hotel or

beds… there is not one hotel in town nor
any private accommodation available due to
the festival… Ahhh! Sleeping in the back of
a bus after a long day’s flying and wanting
to be fresh to fly next day was not a pleasant
option. The retrieve gods are not happy!
A bit of lateral thinking, some phone
calls in a noisy bar (are there any other types
in Spain?), using Hans Bausenwein for Spanish language help at $2 per minute, and we
found an old man who used to babysit the
owner of the gas station. Another 30 minutes
to find the fellow and get him out of bed.
We do the town maze one more time, he
opens the gas station, we get fuel. I happily
hand over 20 Euros beer tip to them both
for their great after hours service, and we are
on the way home, only four hours late. Phew!
What would cross-country flying be
without life’s little retrieve dramas? As the
old saying goes: “It’s not the destination but
the journey that counts.” On this day in sunny
Spain the journey in both directions was
memorable indeed.
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A DAY AT THE FACTORY
Willi Ewig
AFTER OUR AROUND AUSTRALIA FLYING ADVENTURE EARLIER THIS
YEAR, I FOLLOWED THE INVITATION OF OTMAR BIRKNER TO DESIGN
AND BUILD MY ‘POCKET ROCKET’ GYRO AT THE MT03 FACTORY IN
HILDESHEIM, CLOSE TO HANNOVER, IN GERMANY. THE CONCEPT
WAS TO SPEND ONLY TWO WEEKS, INCLUDING TEST FLYING OF THE
FINISHED MACHINE. NO TIME TO SPARE…

O

tmar Birkner employs 34 full-time workers, now producing four gyros a week.
Since 2003 he has built over 300 gyros.
These have been delivered to Germany,
France, UK, Austria, Hungary, Sweden,
Denmark, Norway, Australia, New Zealand,
South Africa, Namibia, Nigeria and Russia.
The whole fleet has so far accumulated
around 90 000 flying hours.
The 8000m2 factory at the Hildesheim
airport includes 4800m2 production space
which is worth around €2.3 million!
Otmar’s goal in life is to have fun and
work plays a big part in this. Flying gyros
and focusing on leading gyros away from
a troubled past and into the respected position in aviation they deserve is also what
Otmar calls fun.
These gyros are far removed from the
build-it-from-plans and teach-yourself-to-fly
machines from years gone by. The MT-03
is a fully certified aircraft, and even the
German Police is running a test program
for observing traﬃc and some other jobs.
They want to replace some helicopters, as
money is tight, and gyros fly for a fraction
of the cost .
I’ve always wanted to build my own
special gyro to fly cameras.
In the past, I have worked on documentaries for German TV productions. I used
an open frame gyro to fly a camera through
Mongolia. Unfortunately this gyro was not
perfect for the task. In one incident, the
main axle broke during taxiing, damaged the
plane and almost killed me as the aluminium
mast snapped oﬀ right behind my head!
This is just one of the reasons I wanted to
go ahead with a stainless steel frame. As I’m
the Australian importer of the German MT-03
gyro, I’m a great believer in this engineering.
Otmar invited me to use his factory during a two-week business holiday. The perfect
opportunity, to use his entire factory, with
all the tools and materials.
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Porsche has also ordered three MT-03s
for the very same reason: To use them as
camera platforms during the Rally Cayenne,
an arduous oﬀ-road race from Moscow
all the way though Siberia to Ulaanbaatar
in Mongolia. Otmar was keen to see what
I was going to design.
The idea was to use standard parts, as
they are well engineered, certified, tested
and available. I don’t need a breakdown
somewhere in a remote desert with a film
crew depending on me.
The concept was simple: lightweight,
powerful, reliable, no fairings, smooth running rotorblades and the main thing – small
for transport.
Otmar picked me up from the train
station in Hildesheim and, after a warm
welcome, he introduced me to his wife and
his two lovely kids.
When he showed me the factory, I must
say, I was more than impressed. The MT03 is manufactured within the three main
buildings and Auto-Gyro produces all parts
in house.
There are CNC mills, a CNC lathe, TIG
welding places, a huge area for the fibreglass
work, paint, cabin, electrics, and pneumatics
areas, as well as one building for the assembly of the completed gyro. Like expected,
all in good old German perfectionism.
Two weeks to design and build a gyroplane! Time was short, so none to lose…
We started the next day at 6am. The
frame obviously had to come first. Otmar

had a spare one for me. Perfect. I cut it into
bits and pieces and worked my way through.
The main thing was to cut the mast and
the keel oﬀ. The mast, keel and undercarriage can be removed for transport. I need
it as small as possible, as airfreight is charged
by volume. Weight is not the problem. It’s
the size that matters.
Two days later and the frame looked like
a gyro frame again, so we sent it away for
electrolytic polishing.
E-polish takes two days, so I had plenty
of time to get my ‘transport’ axle organised,
not to mention all the other parts. To walk
through the shelves and grab what you need
is absolutely fantastic. Everything is organised, every single part has an ID number
and is packed as a unit.
Days go quickly, even if you start
at 6am and finish around 10pm.
When I got my frame back, it took
me another three days to prepare the frame
for the engine. There is a lot of thinking
involved, standing in front of the plane and
thinking: “How the hell could I attach the
throttle, brakes, or the camera mount?” As it’s
not a standard MT-03, a lot needed to be
re-designed. The other half-ready gyros
helped with ideas, but still, “How can I do it?”
I spent the weekend organising the engine.
I purchased a Rotax 914 turbo, as I plan to
fly in density altitudes above 10 000ft.
Two days later the engine is installed
and the first test run was positive.
The factory came back to life, as the
holidays finished. People were now everywhere and the quiet and peaceful factory
got very busy, very quickly.
The tail unit needed to be cut oﬀ as
the horizontal stabiliser is far too big for
my transport box.
After 12 days the ‘Pocket Rocket’ was
finished and the first testflight was quite
funny: So much power for such a light
machine… climbing with 4500rpm and
cruising at 3500rpm…
The weight and balance is still acceptable
as there is no fairing and the tail unit got a
bit heavier due to the detachable fins. There
was no need to track and balance the rotorblades, as I have my own Vibrex tracking
computer here in Australia. With this computer I can track and balance the rotorblades
on the aircraft during flight. There is no trial
and error anymore. The information given
by the Vibrex tells you exactly what to do.
I packed the gyro for transport and used
up my last day taking photos and shooting
some video footage in the factory. I think
it’s good to show the customers where the
MT-03 was born.
For more info go to [www.auto-gyro.
com] or [www.auto-gyro.com.au].
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ECFM
E a s t

C o a s t

Financial Management

LIKE the WIND… forever changing…
Fortunately we have a GPS and vario to assist in flying the right direction…
“What tools have you in place
for your financial future?”
“The property market has been
dormant three years now – on
average it doubles every 10 years
– how much effort or thought have
you placed into YOUR future
– YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE?”
EAST COAST FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT
Our list of services and products:
Property Mortgages – Residential
and First Home Buyers Loans
Construction Loans
Commercial and Industrial Loans
Refinancing / Mortgage Reduction
Finance Packaging / Debt
Consolidation
Loans for the Self-employed
– Lo doc and No doc
Investment Finance
Business Loans for New
and Existing Businesses
Tax Relief
Rural Finance

PLATINUM LAW
Our list of services and products:
Solicitor
Conveyancing – New Purchases,
Discharging
Document Analysis
Wills
Probate
Powers of Attorney
Guardianship
Court Representation
E Service
Craig Moran, Solicitor, with 20 years experience.
Platinum Law offers a service that is friendly,
professional, pays particular attention to detail,
is reliable, honest and efficient.
Platinum Law prides itself in being customer
focused and always contactable.
Fixed Fee Conveyancing- whether you are
buying or selling, all it will cost is $1000.
E service is available – all your legal concerns
answered [www.platinumlaw.com.au].

CONTACT DETAILS:
Craig Moran
Phone: 02 4365 0365
Fax: 02 4365 1365
<craig@platinumlaw.com.au>
[www.platinumlaw.com.au]
November 2007

This is what East Coast Financial Management
does… we review your financial situation…
we come up with options and ideas of how you
can move forward in building assets, becoming
debt free and gearing for the future.

understand what you have, your getting into, and
out of… query your cheque book, credit card or
statements on your behalf, obtain advise if you are
not happy with the lenders service, and fix it all!

FREE FINANCE HEALTH CHECK

A 0.7% decrease in your interest rate can save
you $3500.00 per year on a $500 000.00 loan.
ECFM is an established successful referral based
business operating from the Central Coast for
some 11 years now, and operates from the new
prestigious Platinum Commercial premises of Erina,
Central Coast, along side Platinum Lending HQ who
look after all aspects of Leasing, Motor Vehicle
Finance and Platinum Law… covering all aspects
of Conveyancing and Legal services.

Had your Home Loan for a few years now?
Like everything… things wear out! Every
year there are new products and services that
the lenders are offering. ECFM will review your
existing loan structure free of charge to advise
you of the new products and services better
suited to your current financial status.
ECFM can help you obtain a new Home loan, modify
your existing loan, increase and or decrease your
loan, discuss your finances in depth so that you

“Smart Money, Smart Solutions”

Maderson Ford, Accountant, Finance Strategist and
Principle of ECFM, works along side his team of staff,
chaired by Senior lender, Business Manager Janine
McDonald; whom has 25 years of Banking experience.
With this wealth of knowledge, ECFM offers a
professional, friendly, customer-based service that focuses on placing the client in the right product!

PLATINUM LENDING HQ

NEWS of “INTEREST”
With a further 0.25% rate rise telegraphed by the
Reserve Bank just recently, it’s time to consider
apportioning loans to fixed rates. Locking in
a portion of your loan at current levels will
protect you against these rises. ECFM can help
you cost effectively restructure your existing
loans, placing you into a better product to suit
your financial needs and life style.

TIMES RIGHT – FLY HIGH
There are a number of vendors desperate
to sell at lower prices. Now’s the time to
get Pre approval finance at good rates so
your ready to act when the right opportunity
to purchase comes your way.
If your looking to buy, the market is
on your side.
As always, our time is free, so give
us a call.

CONTACT DETAILS:
Maderson Ford and
Janine McDonald
Phone: 02 4385 8888
Fax: 02 4385 8877
<ecfm@bigpond.net.au>
Suite 202. Platinum
4 Ilya Ave Erina NSW 2260

Our list of services
and products:
Hire Purchase
Sale and Lease / Hire Back
Chattel Mortgage
Finance Lease / Novated Lease
Asset Purchase
Motor Vehicle Finance – Consumer
and Business
Trucks, Trailers, Coaches / Buses
Bobcats, Excavators, all Earthmoving
Equipment
Gaming Machines
Drilling Rigs, Underground Equipment
Engineering and Woodworking Equipment
Bore Equipment
Scaffolding
Boats – Pleasure and Business
Planes and Helicopters
Computer and Office Equipment
Holly Faulkner, Principle of Platinum HQ focus
in all areas of finance.
A MOBILE LENDER… It’s all too easy…
We come to YOU!
Arrangement of finance can be in your own work
space, via email, fax or in our Office.

CONTACT DETAILS:
Holly Faulkner
Platinum Lending HQ
Phone: 02 4323 2413
Fax: 02 4325 0323
<plhq@bigpond.net.au>
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Part 1
A Word on Coaching

Bernard Eckey
COACHING IS WIDELY
ACCEPTED AS A PROVEN
METHOD OF PERFORMANCE
ENHANCEMENT IN TEAM
SPORTS AND HIGHLY
TECHNICAL DISCIPLINES.
IT HAS ALSO IMPROVED

SUCCESS RATES IN SPORTS REQUIRING ENDURANCE AND/OR PHYSICAL STRENGTH, BUT IN THE
SPORT OF GLIDING IT HAS FOR A LONG TIME BEEN CONFINED TO THE ELITE LEVEL. THANKFULLY,
THIS OUTDATED THINKING IS RAPIDLY CHANGING. WHAT HAS PROVEN TO BE HELPFUL FOR OUR
TOP COMPETITION PILOTS SHOULD BE GOOD ENOUGH FOR ALL UPANDCOMING AVIATORS.

S

uccess and good performance in gliding
is heavily dependent upon skill, experience,
application of theoretical knowledge, as
well as mental and physiological strength.
An expert coach employing contemporary
coaching practices can not only pass on
expertise and theoretical knowledge, but can
also help greatly when it comes to improving mental and physiological performance.
If this is done in a friendly and supportive
environment, it can enhance success and
enjoyment and also help to improve our
member retention rate. Research conducted
by leading sport scientists clearly indicates
that people quit their sport as soon as they
believe that another activity will be more
rewarding or oﬀer more fun. The lesson is
clear: If we want to retain our members, we
must infect them with the gliding bug and
help them to make good progress. On top
of this we should make sure that they have
plenty of fun in the process. If newcomers
can soar with ease and have long flights on a
regular basis, they have both enjoyment and
fun and the battle is already won.
Our sport is very diﬀerent to most others. It requires long periods of basic training
for safety reasons. Newcomers to the sport
have no choice – they either fly with an
instructor or they don’t fly at all. Coaching
is very diﬀerent to instructing. Coaches are
in the people business and need to employ
first class psychological skills in order to
14 Soaring Australia

leave a mark and get trainees on the right
track. Coaching is the art of helping pilots
to implement proven strategies to achieve
personal goals and accomplish life pursuits.
The following series of articles was primarily
prepared with new coaches in mind, but can,
hopefully, also be of benefit for instructors
and the general membership.
Essential coaching knowledge
The foundation of good coaching is a first
class knowledge of the practical and theoretical aspects of the sport. However, to
be successful as a coach all this knowledge
needs to be complimented by an ability to
‘connect’ with the pilot under instruction.
All humans are diﬀerent and all of them
have diﬀerent strength and weaknesses. Just
as important is to recognise that individuals have vastly diﬀerent learning behaviours
and a unique blend of intelligences. Top
psychologists, like Howard Gardner argue
that the big challenge facing the deployment of human resources is to best take
advantage of the uniqueness conferred on
us as a species. He has identified the following types of intelligences:
Linguistic intelligence involves sensitivity to spoken and written language, the ability to learn languages and the capacity to use
language to accomplish certain goals. This
intelligence includes the ability to eﬀectively
use language to express oneself rhetorically

or poetically; and language as a means to
remember information. Writers, poets,
lawyers and speakers are among those that
Howard Gardner sees as having high linguistic intelligence.
Logical-mathematical intelligence
consists of the capacity to analyse problems
logically, carry out mathematical operations and investigate issues scientifically. In
Howard Gardner’s words, it entails the ability to detect patterns, reason deductively and
think logically. This intelligence is most often
associated with scientific and mathematical
thinking.
Musical intelligence involves skill in
the performance, composition, and appreciation of musical patterns. It encompasses
the capacity to recognise and compose
musical pitches, tones and rhythms. According to Howard Gardner musical intelligence
runs in an almost structural parallel to
linguistic intelligence.
Bodily-kinaesthetic intelligence entails
the potential of using one’s whole body or
parts of the body to solve problems. It is the
ability to use mental abilities to coordinate
bodily movements. Howard Gardner sees
mental and physical activity as related.
Spatial intelligence involves the potential to recognise and use the patterns of wide
space and more confined areas.
Interpersonal intelligence is concerned
with the capacity to understand the intenNovember 2007
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tions, motivations and desires of other people. It allows people to work eﬀectively with
others. Educators, salespeople, religious and
political leaders and counsellors all need a
well-developed interpersonal intelligence.
Intrapersonal intelligence entails the
capacity to understand oneself, to appreciate one’s feelings, fears and motivations.
In Howard Gardner’s view it involves having
an eﬀective working model of ourselves and
to be able to use such information to regulate our lives.
These intelligences, according to Howard
Gardner, can be put to constructive or
destructive use. In other words, if coaches
find out what type of person they are dealing
with (and structure their coaching in such
a way that the individual can easily relate
to their teachings) the chances of getting
the desired results are much improved.
Thorough pre-flight discussions are therefore of immense importance as they allow
coaches to learn what type of person they
are dealing with and then select teaching
methods best suited to the individual.
The role of the coach
Without doubt, the coach’s primary role
in gliding is to help newcomers to improve
as pilots. This can take many and varied
forms, ranging from mentoring and monitoring to practical work (polishing stick
and rudder skills) in a two-seater. For quick
progress all of the above must be combined
with passing on essential theoretical background knowledge. A sound understanding
of the theoretical fundamentals always puts
students on a steeper learning curve and
ensures that the diﬃcult transition from
a solo pilot to a regular soaring pilot is
accomplished in the shortest possible period
of time. More advanced pilots usually want
assistance with progressing from local flying
to cross-country flying. But good coaches
don’t stop there – they provide guidance
for ambitious pilots for record and/or
competition flying.
Other important roles of the coach
include:
• identify incorrect piloting techniques
• develop and communicate training plans
• create a supportive environment
• provide motivation
• organise training sessions
• evaluate the pilot’s progress
• lead by example and in a passionate way
• remove motivational barriers
• guide new pilots to cross-country flying
and beyond
• ensure that training remains a fun activity
and avoid burn-out

The list goes on and on, but just as
important as a motivating coaching style is
the ability to self-reflect and adjust training
methods if and when necessary. An eﬀective
coach can look at himself objectively and
identify weaknesses through self reflection.
Sometimes a particular coaching style needs
to be adjusted to meet changing circumstances. An example would be groups of
pilots with vastly diﬀerent levels of skill.
Recognising a need to implement diﬀerent
strategies is an important first step which
leads to more eﬀective and improved training sessions in the future.
Another example would be the coaching
of pilots in diﬀerent age groups. In gliding
we are almost always dealing with adults and
therefore we need to think about the psychological aspects of the adult learner. Humans
not only need to understand a new process
but also form fresh neurological pathways in
their brain. This is usually achieved through
a repetitive process during which a particular
skill sequence moves from the conscious to
the subconscious level. We all learn at diﬀerent rates and just because a particular pilot
takes longer to acquire a new skill does not
mean that he or she won’t become very good
at it eventually.
What is important to realise is that
people will not learn unless they are ready
and motivated. All too often personal egos,
inhibitions, past negative experiences, strange
behaviours and misguided beliefs about
learning make individuals non-receptive.
Not wanting to be seen as learners after
years or even decades in the sport can be
a big problem as well. We need to remember
that the mind is like a parachute – it only
functions when it is open. Top coaches use
their psychological skills to show learners

why something is important to learn,
and only when the individual has become
receptive they relate the topic to the learner’s experiences.
Communication
It goes without saying that eﬀective coaching requires good communication skills.
The ability to communicate with fellow
pilots in an easily understandable manner
is a very important characteristic of successful coaches. Just as important is supporting
an opinion with reason. Messages are only
properly absorbed and accepted when a
fellow pilot can see the benefits or the logic
behind it. Especially, verbal instructions
given during error corrections must be as
simple as possible. Pointing out the flaw
should always be the first step, but it should
be immediately followed by a demonstration of the correct technique.
Especially when it comes to teaching
more complex matters, written communication can often be just as eﬀective as verbal or
oral instructions. Pointing students towards
good literature is essential as it enables pilots
to read up on some of the more diﬃcult
issues in their own time. As the saying goes,
a picture is worth a thousand words and
for a large number of students a drawing, a
diagram or a sketch are very eﬀective ways
of getting a message across. Even using a
stick for drawing a few simple lines in the
sand can often help to make a more complex
issue much easier to comprehend. Non-verbal communication is also a very eﬀective
coaching tool. Simple body language such
as nodding, grinning, clapping, sighing or
shrugging, etc, can convey a message very
eﬀectively indeed.

Photos: Courtesy Bernard Eckey
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Just as important as good communication skills are good listening skills. Time
made available for active listening is time
well spent. Choosing a quiet environment
for such conversations is just as vital as
respecting the trainee’s need for privacy.
Good eye contact, sympathetic expressions, supporting comments and the occasional acknowledgement of the sentiments
expressed by the pilot are the easiest way
to establish a valuable flow of information.
More often than not this helps greatly to
identify some of the minor problems and
sometimes even the root problem. Considering that all of this can be accomplished well
before climbing into a glider, we can see why
active listening has proven to be a very eﬀective and eﬃcient coaching tool.
Feedback
Eﬀective feedback is of immense value to the
student pilot. It assists greatly when it comes
to modify their action or decisionmaking
and is therefore bound to enhance performance. Gliding coaches have basically two
opportunities for providing eﬃcient feedback. The first one is during or after a flight

in a two-seater and the second one is by
using modern dataloggers for flight analysis.
Feedback during or after flying
in a two-seater
The main and obvious advantage is that
positive as well as negative observations can
be gathered and passed on without delay.
Incorrect (or less than ideal) techniques
can be identified by the coach and corrective action can already be discussed or
implemented during the flight. In-flight
demonstrations of the correct procedure can
further enhance the learning eﬀect. Additional feedback can be provided in a more
relaxed atmosphere after the flight, a process
often referred to as debriefing. For the student and coach alike, this is an opportunity
to relive the flight and review not only the
positive and negative practical aspects but
also discuss issues such as decisionmaking
and tactics. All in all, this is a very eﬀective
method of providing feedback.
Feedback based on a review of electronic
flight logs
The electronic age has well and truly arrived
on the gliding scene as we can now down-

load datalogger information onto a personal
computer for subsequent flight analysis
with suitable software programs. This oﬀers
another great opportunity for eﬀective
feedback. Even after weeks or months have
passed, valuable lessons can still be learned
from analysing barograph traces, flight
tracks and statistics. Best of all, the postmortem can be conducted in the comfort
of one’s home while sitting relaxed in front
of a computer screen. Typical mistakes,
such as not getting into the best part of the
thermal quickly enough or wasting time by
squeezing the last bit of lift out of a weakening thermal, often become very obvious
and the coach can recommend corrective
action if and where necessary. Many other
weaknesses can be identified in this way,
but discussing all of them would be beyond
the scope of this article. Therefore we will
look into flight analysis using modern flight
recorders in a future article. Readers are
encouraged to obtain further details from
the website of James Cooper, the WA head
coach [www.jamescooper.com.au].
That’s all for this month. Next month we
will look a little deeper into proper planning
and the comfort zones of our trainee pilots.

WAVE FLYING AT ARARAT
Ian Patching
PA RT 1

Form 2s had almost been finished when
Ben suggested we leave the Duo Discus
in the box in the hope that the wave would
be going at Ararat in the near future.
With a little persuasion of committee
members they agreed. Of course, we had
been seduced to the idea by Geoﬀ Vincent’s
flight earlier that month to FL 290 and
his subsequent talk at the VSA AGM.
A couple of days later the weather forecast was looking very promising, so Ben
called and talked me into going. I admit
he did have to convince me, but one of the
things about having a few young ones in the
club is their enthusiasm to try new things.
We met at BCS, Tuesday, 28 August at 0645
and were on the road by 0700. First impressions of towing the new Duo trailer were
very positive and by 0900 we were at Ararat.
Geoﬀ Vincent greeted us and was confident
of a good day.
Ben and I rigged the Duo in smart time
and set about preparing the glider and our-
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selves for flying. This is where the fun starts
with projected wave flying: Oxygen system,
check, food and water, check, GPS and
back-up, check, radio and back-up, check,
maps and wave guide, check. All these things
take time and need to be done thoroughly.
Then, into the clubhouse for a briefing with
Geoﬀ before towing out for take-oﬀ.
The day was blue with no evidence of
lenticular clouds but there were plenty of
cumulus, cloudbase was about 4500ft. Geoﬀ
was first away in his Pik 20, and stayed on to
cloudbase in the secondary system. He was
followed by another GSC member, Tom,
in the Libelle, who left the tow in the tertiary system at about 2500ft. Both were well
established in wave when we took oﬀ 15
minutes later. We stayed on tow a bit longer
than the others and released at about 5000ft.
We then climbed up the front of the clouds
in the secondary wave system to about FL
130. The feeling in the cockpit was elation
at this point. We then transitioned to the
primary system and slowly climbed to FL

170 where the system topped out. The views
were fantastic; we were able to go higher
than the others and after landing we just
savoured the whole flight with the others
and for the trip back to BCS.
We made an executive decision and
accepted hangar space at Ararat to leave the
Duo there in the hope of some more opportunities for VMFG members to give this
flying a go.
Could it get any better? Well, yes,
it could.
PA RT 2

We were getting some flak about the Duo
being at Ararat, so Ben and I were going
to go and pick it up on the Thursday.
But the weather for the weekend, 29 and
30 September, was looking sooo good that
we convinced ourselves to keep it there one
more weekend. Am I glad we did! On the
Saturday, Ben and Steve Trone flew the
Duo to FL 190 and just enjoyed themselves
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trying new things and again topping out
the primary wave.
Sunday morning Ben and I met at a
more civilised time of 0730 at BCS. Our
only worry was the back-up GPS that had
ended up in Steve’s bag. Wayne Mackley
was kind enough to loan us his GPS and
we were away. Again the task of loading
the glider seemed to take forever. The biggest problem was that the tank we took was
found to be empty, and with only half a tank
available things were looking grim. Geoﬀ
Vincent came to the rescue with a full tank.
Thank you, Geoﬀ.
The winds were right where they needed
to be and were blowing at 20 to 30km on
the ground. Above the lower level cloud
there were classic lenticulars everywhere.
Geoﬀ was away first. As Brian Woods taxied
up, he passed the comment to us, “Be ready
to rock and roll.” He was correct. The tow
was a bit of fun, yet well within limits, but
just watching the tug go from one attitude
to another and trying to follow it was a bit
of a challenge.
This time we released in the tertiary
wave virtually over the field at about 4500ft.
We then established ourselves with a steady
climb through the lower cloud system.
What a fantastic view greeted us. Ahead we
could see the secondary and primary system
and what a sight it was. I just can’t describe
what it looked like, but if ever there was
a classic wave system then this was it.
We were able to take the tertiary system
to FL 200. It was just amazing to be able
to climb this high in the tertiary. We then
decided we needed to transition to the secondary. Winds at this level were about
100kt – yes, 100kt – so we needed all the
height we could gain. The 16km to the
secondary wave took just over 9000ft of
our won altitude. Arriving at the secondary
we were able to establish a very good climb
rate of eight knots on the averager. This
produced an amazing climb where so much
happened in very little time. The secondary
was above Moyston.
As we went through FL 210 we changed
from the canular system to the full masks.
Now this was a bit of fun, but a very difficult thing to do. You don’t have too much
time and everything has to be organised
before doing the change over, but after some
fumbling we were both on the full masks
and sucking away. The sky was going oﬀ
in a huge way.
Things were happening below us as well.
The cloud gaps were rapidly closing and we
kept a very close eye on that. We continued
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a very rapid ascent to FL 240 when we both
decided that, although we still were going
up and the primary system was still ahead
of us and looking absolutely fantastic, it was
time to go down. Getting caught on top
was not on our list of desirable things to do.
We were still above Moyston, so out came
the brakes and down we came. Going down
between the clouds was just as exhilarating as the climb and we eventually came
through at about 2500ft agl in rain, about
20km from Ararat. A couple of turns soon
established where Ararat was and we final
glided to the aerodrome arriving there at
1200ft agl: pretty easy with a 40kt tailwind.
Ben handled a very tricky landing perfectly and we rolled to a stop almost three
hours after take-oﬀ.
Final analysis: Two hours 50 minutes
flight time, 19 500ft gain of height, 24 000ft
absolute height.
We were the only ones to get established
in the secondary system. Geoﬀ in the Pik
wasn’t able to transition the gap and fell out
below the system. Brian had also decided
that it was too rough for any more tows after
ours and put the tug away.
The day had turned to dirt with cloudbase descending and rain, but I can tell you
that even de-rigging the Duo was a pleasant
task and we were able to get back to BCS at
1800. We then spent some time, of course,
telling everyone who was left at the clubhouse about the flight.
Just some thoughts: Be ready, the wave
can come at any time. Check and re-check

everything. Be prepared in the cockpit, have
everything close by and easy to use. Throw
the radio out and put in a decent one so
you don’t have to rely on back-up systems.
Both Ben and I have no doubt that
if the clouds weren’t closing below us the
primary wave system was reachable and
would have gone much higher. Absolutely
no doubt! The diﬃculty of using the backup radio made it not suitable for establishing contact with Melbourne ATC, but the
closing gaps dictated our decision to call oﬀ
the climb. Roll on next year. I think the new
Discus CS with oxygen and some water will
be ideal for Diamonds.
The concept of leaving the Duo at Ararat
during the wave season is a very good one.
Members of the VMFG should use this glider to its full potential and to gain experience
with another person. It is fully equipped for
this type of flying and should be used by
members. These two flights were two of the
very best I have had the privilege to do.
My older gliders just wouldn’t be able to
do it and having a club glider like the Duo
Discus is so exciting.
Thanks to Ben, for driving this concept,
as I said earlier, it is great to be surrounded
by such enthusiasm, to Geoﬀ Vincent for
his invaluable support and advice, to Brian
Woods for the tows and the other members
of Grampians for their help. Finally, thanks
to the members of the VMFG who have
enabled us to have such a wonderful glider
as the Duo Discus.
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and other equipment. Eddie organised 12
Volt charging from the Simonini engines
as well as a 240 Volt 75 Watt power supply via some adaptors. Charging radios,
phones, GPSs and the like needs planning.
Ed also had an instrument panel with a
combined kill switch which proved to be a
great upgrade. We installed brake and turning indicator lights as well as headlights and
rear vision mirrors. The main prep we were
missing was one-day trips out. Weeks before
leaving, our main Flyke wing was damaged
so we both lacked currency, and our new
wings were still being produced. We both
had deadlines on other work we wanted to
finish oﬀ before the adventure began.
The initial part of the trip started on
1 September, with an
amazing flight out of
Mullumbimby on a day
when we expected the
Eddie’s 23m and then my
upper wind to be a con21m glider. Both testflights
cern. We told our family
were in mid-morning air,
that it was a practice run
just as the upper air was
and we would postpone
filtering down through
leaving for another day.
the ground inversion –
We were non-committal to
not ideal for a first time,
the media on our departure
but plenty good enough
day as we didn’t want an
for the Flyke’s suspension
audience. When Eddie
and the Naja’s stability.
rolled his Flyke on the first
attempt I realised this had
M O T I VAT I O N
Eddie’s instrument panel
been a good decision…
It’s hard to pinpoint the
This trip was going to be
main reason for the trip as we thought of
an adventure and any expectations would
so many. We wanted to make some money
only lead to frustration. We both managed
for a charity. The Cancer Council was a
to climb out eventually and, as conditions
long-term project I’ve been working towards
were better than expected, we agreed to
since I lost my father to cancer in 2004.
get on task.
I liaised with the Cancer Council and set
Each and every kilometre saw some
up a fund, which we linked to a blog site
new challenge. When things were going
[www.flykeaustralia.com] set up by my
well we pushed on. When things went
work colleague, Cedar Anderson.
bad, we worked together and our faith in
The responses on the blog from famourselves and our machines made miracles
ily, friends and people we met in the street
happen. It seemed that regardless of adversity
became a huge motivator and inspiration to
there was always a solution. This was tested
us. The pledges to the Cancer Council came
in Gunnedah when a weld repair in Eddie’s
in when people saw we were having a real
muﬄer left some loose slag to fall into the
crack at it. Powerplay Paragliders donated the
motor and blow Ed’s piston and head. HarRelay For Life logo on one wing which we
vey Stoneman, the Gunnedah Aero Club’s
took to several regional areas on the way to
President, sorted a charter flight to Armidale
help promote the cancer research fundraiser.
where another engine was brought over
Without a doubt we were both inspired
enabling us to resume the journey. Nothing
by the film ‘East Wind’ where a group of
was going to stop us.
guys did a similar distance and crossed severOne of the highlights of the trip was an
al countries in Europe. We didn’t even leave
overnight stop as guests of the Bundjalung
New South Wales!
elders of the Tabulam Land Council. The
legacy of a nearby asbestos mine, where
P R E P A R AT I O N S
‘best practice’ was not practised, meant that
I call Eddie ‘the tinker man’: For months
many families have had to deal with sickness
leading up to the trip Ed was designing
and suﬀering. Thankfully it did not show
storage systems for clothing, sleeping gear
on the cheerful faces of the young folk.

FLIGHT FOR LIFE
Andrew Polidano and Eddie Gray

T

he Pico Festival is by far the most
popular gathering of paramotor pilots in
Australia. It is held in Milbrulong, southwest NSW, on a property owned by Dr Jeﬀ
Hoﬀman, farmer, scientist and paramotor
pilot. Jeﬀ’s heart of gold makes the journey
shorter each year. At 61 years young he is
the most mature motorised paragliding
pilot in Australia. This year marked the
10th anniversary of the festival, initially formulated by Jeﬀ and Jos Weemaes. Jos is the
new President of the Pico Club of Australia,
and moderator of the Picolight Forum, an
active Australian paramotor forum.
It is commonplace to talk about these
gatherings as fly-ins, a term which most
likely migrated from the General Aviation
culture where pilots actually do fly in. I have
done the 13-hour drive in my van six times,
doing short flights along the way with the
groups I travelled with, so I was familiar
with the journey, however, this time we
would do most of the trip on the western
side of the Great Dividing Range.
Each year I would talk with Graham
Sutherland, my good friend and initial
motorised instructor, about doing the whole
journey by backpack motor. It wasn’t until
this year that my neighbour Eddie Gray and
I decided to do it with our Flykes.
This idea was conceived when Jeﬀ came
up for a flying visit. The Fresh Breeze Flyke,
is a recumbent three-wheeled flying trike
with peddles that give it street legitimacy.
We married the Flyke with a Powerplay
Naja, a purpose-built motorised paraglider,
to create the ultimate travelling machine.
The first few flights with the Naja were
quite symbolic.
The first batch of Powerplay Naja wings
were tested on 30 August 2007. I first flew
18 Soaring Australia
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The biggest little town

Ed flies into Gunnedah

The Flykes were a big hit and many
expressed their interest in a chance of learning to fly. We will endeavour to foster an
opportunity to make this happen for them.
The looks on people’s faces, when we
literally blew into little-known back road
towns, were a real winner. The stories we
heard of people’s battles with cancer were
an eye opener, strengthening our resolve
that our folly had good purpose. The small
communities that get together under the
‘Relay for Life’ banner and give so generously, raising extraordinary amounts per head
of population in such hard drought times,
was inspiring.
Meeting real people in regional Australia,
doing it hard in the drought, was a worthwhile part of the trip. In a one-horse town
called Goolma we stayed at the pub and
drank with the publican, a shearer and a
wool classer. The publican played the button accordion and we sang some classics,
starting of course with ‘Click go the Shears’.
Next day we went to a very well-appointed
and internet-savvy school of seven kids to
upload our blog and teach them about our
machines. There are literally hundreds of
these towns and schools in regional Australia.
Our road adventures along the trip
became as important as our flying. Doing
our quota of kilometres was important to
make the final goal in time for the Pico
Fly-in. The best we did on the road was
a 250km trek from Molong to Temora.
During the trip we managed to find random
paddocks on the side of the road to taste
the air, however, the eﬀort to get oﬀ in substandard places forced us to really consider
our options wisely.

We are eternally grateful for all the support we received at aero clubs along the way.
Casino, for a guided tour over the Great
Divide, Tenterfield, for opening the gates
and allowing an overnight stay, Gunnedah,
for a heroic eﬀort in accommodating us at
the president’s house while we made repairs,
not to mention flying Ed over to Armidale
for the new engine. Lastly Temora, were we
camped the night before we flew out on the
last leg. Using airband radios and mixing
it with other aviators brought us closer to
the reality of the magnitude of the aviation
adventure we set out and achieved.
The trip will remain in our minds eternally. We managed to capture some great
footage in flight and on the road. The
amount of adventure we had each day added
up to be the most amazing 17 days of our
lives. We clocked over 1500km in total,
all by Flyke. Our support van, piloted by
Mullumbimby identity and photojournalist
Thomas Zuppero, was of great moral importance. We look forward to presenting the
DVD of the trip. Stay tuned.

At Goolma school

Tabulum

Thomas, our trusty driver
Pedalling into town

November 2007
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The 10th Pico Fly-in
Rick Clarke

Chuckey

WELL, THE 10TH PICO FLYIN HAS COME AND GONE AGAIN,
WITH GREAT RESULTS, AND SATISFACTION HAD BY ALL. FIFTY
FOUR PILOTS TURNED UP OVER THE WEEKEND, WITH A TOTAL OF 62 PEOPLE AT THE SATURDAY NIGHT
DINNER PUT ON BY THE LOCAL COMMUNITY.

T

he second week end in September is one
of the most anticipated weekends of the
whole year by Pico pilots, and the number
of people that turned up on Thursday shows
just how keen we pilots are.
Flying on the Thursday was put on hold
until just before dusk and even then only
a handful of people put in the eﬀort to fly
against the uncomfortably strong winds that
haunted us over the fly-in.
Dr Hoﬀy,
who is the
landowner
and one of
the hosts, led
the way with
a one step
launch only
just penetratHoffy in debate
ing into the
wind, Happy
birthday,
mate, 61 and hasn’t given in to wheels.
Others followed and for a brief time as
the sun went down all was good.
Friday morning flying was short lived
and blown out by 10am. Most people got
in the air and enjoyed the tranquil surroundings with yellow canola paddocks and
green pastures. Friday evening, more flying,
and later, as every evening at 8:30pm, the
pilot briefing.
After that a lot of male bovine excreta,
fertilising the grass around the fire.
Saturday morning proved to be a terrific
start to a big day’s flying. After lunch we had
the AGM for the club. People were dragged
out of the sky
kicking and
screaming to
attend. The
minutes of
that meeting
will be published on the
club website
The Flyke
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[www.thepico.com.au]. The old executive
stood down and Chris Fogg took over to
assist in electing the new club executive.
Voting resulted in the following:
President: Jos Weemaes
Vice-President: Rick Clarke
Secretary: Andrew McCarthy
Treasurer: Jeﬀ Hoﬀman
Vice-Treasurer: Chris Drake
The proposed mentor system for new
pilots entering our sport was talked about
and we were generally happy with its
progression.
After the AGM came to a close we all
went back to the LZ and readied ourselves
for more flying. Some flew oﬀ to the Rock
and returned, (a 47km flight) and some
played in the air around launch. Unfortunately, our friend Brian fell on take oﬀ and
broke his arm. That is the first serious injury
in 10 years of this fly-in. The evening dinner
was provided by the local community, with
presentations after dinner. The trophies were
presented to;
Mark Cross for the PPG perpetual trophy.
He has attended nine fly-ins in succession.
Chris Drake for the Hang Motor perpetual trophy. Chris is a regular attendee at the
fly-in, and has served the Pico community
very well by hosting the club’s website and
providing regular updates to the functioning
and content of the site.
Brian Walker for most collateral damage
to his equipment.
Cedar Anderson for the most correct
answers in the observation competition.
After all that, more fertilising of the
grass around the fire and by now it was
getting thick.
Sunday turned out to a no fly day due
to strong winds so every body packed up,
said their good-byes and went home.
A big thanks from those who turned
up goes to Jeﬀ Hoﬀmann and Jos Weemaes
for their eﬀorts holding the fly-in.
Worthy of a special mention is Eddie
Gray and Andrew Polidano’s 1400km Flyke
trip from Byron Bay to the fly-in. Now that’s

Information exchange

Leon

Taking off

Thomas

Youngest club member with mum

a trip! (A Flyke is a hybrid powered paraglider/recumbent bike.)
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HGFA News
Farewell to Steve Hocking
Australian hang gliding lost a great ally recently
when Steve Hocking, aged 81, lost his life to cancer. Steve came to hang gliding later in his life,
having had quite a remarkable career which took
him to a number of locations around the world
and into some very influential circles. Steve gave
much of his time and energy to the sport. It is
therefore befitting that we remember him for the
things he leaves behind and from which we quite
unknowingly benefit.
Steve was born in Queensland and grew up
in the small country town of Kuranda. Steve’s
early love of flying led him to spend his free time
with other young kids in the Air Training Corps
after WW2 broke out. When the USA joined
the war, Steve helped refuel American bombers
in Cairns. As soon as he was 18, Steve joined
the RAAF, and waited his turn to go to Canada
for the Air Training Scheme. The war, however,
started to wind down and they weren’t taking
on any more trainees. Not to let this stop him,
Steve volunteered to go to the Airforce base
at Point Cook, Victoria, for six months to do an
intensive Japanese language course so as to be
ready for the British occupation forces when the
war finally ended. As a 19-year-old he was posted to Japan and spent 18 months teaching the
Japanese in the countryside about democracy.
On his return to Australia, Steve attended
Queensland University to study Arts/Law where he
became President of the Students’ Union. It was
around this time that he at last got the opportunity to learn to fly in Tiger Moths. Steve’s potential
as an academic was recognised by the Australian
government and he was recruited before he finished his law degree. This was the start of a long
and interesting career which took him on postings
to Melbourne, London, Greece, the Middle East,
Washington DC and finally Sydney.
Steve married Joan in 1961 and together they
had three children – Steve Jnr, Jacqueline and Kate.
As he approached compulsory retirement at
the age of 60, Steve reconnected with his love
of flying and learned to hang glide. After his first
solo flight Steve was hooked. Steve became a
constant visitor to Canungra and Stanwell Park,
his two most favoured sites. Even after knee and
hip replacements and spinal surgery, nothing could
separate him from his obsession with free flight.
When, due to his medical problems, he became
unable to land, he became more involved with
the organisation of the association and various
events. Steve was the key figure for the NSW State
Association, working his contacts in the political
corridors to secure ongoing access to sites in State
Forests and National Parks. He attended many
functions where he provided a presence on our
behalf. It is because of his efforts in this arena
that the NSWHPA is listed as a key stakeholder
in National Park and State Forest policy statements. Even while being picked up by the ambulance for his final trip to hospital, Steve was
November 2007
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sending emails on behalf of the NSW State Association and ensuring everything was in order.
Apart from hang gliding, his life was his family.
He was a very loving husband and father providing his children with a keen interest in politics and
literature. Steve never directed, but gave strong
guidance and encouraged others to take responsibility and make their own decisions. Steve was also
a keen lover of animals and has asked pilots who
wish to donate to please do so to the RSPCA.
Chris Fogg, HGFA General Manager

The Great Eastern Fly-in
Have you ever wanted somewhere to fly to for
a break after Xmas, camp under your wing, surf
at the beach? Then Evans Head Memorial Aerodrome is the place for you!
From 28 to 31 December, The Great Eastern
Fly-in welcomes you to four days of flying, fun,
sun and surf at its unique location on the north
coast of NSW. The Great Eastern is for anyone
who flies anything and everything! We’ve had a
great roll-up of motor gliders over the years, both
GA (visitors and joyflights) and RAAus registered
as well as powered hang gliders, all of which add
richness to the event and experience for the public
who come to see us. Grassed landing areas are
adjacent to multiple runways, great for all types
of aircraft and there’s everything you’ll need for a
great holiday; air displays, classic flying film night,
pilots BBQ, Sunday market, shuttle bus, all amenities and of course great coffee at our Flying Cafe.
For further details check out [Aeroclub.com] or
our website [www.greateasternflyin.com] or phone
0427 825202 or 02 66215592. See you there!
Gai Taylor

CLUB NEWS
Cloudbase Paragliding Club
Changes to the Cloudbase Executive Committee
occurred following the August AGM. Rod Merigan was elected unopposed to the committee
and, unfortunately, Kerryn Neuiwoudt resigned.
Much progress was made in the past couple of
months on the committee’s primary aim of maintaining access to sites around Perth. A number of
members from both Cloudbase Paragliding and
Western Soarers Hang Gliding Clubs were nominated
as site custodians to liaise with local councils and
landowners to ensure the voice of the flying community is heard and to help stem the recent loss of
sites the Perth flying community has suffered. The
main initial thrust has been on sites deemed to be
most at risk, however, the aim is to have custodians
for all sites. Results so far are mixed.
Permission was granted to clear the SW
take-off for Mt Bakewell. Progress has also been
made at the proposed Mt Dale site east of Perth,
following both lobbying and meetings with government department representatives on site. A
botanical survey is scheduled to be undertaken
for declared rare flora (DRF) on the site. If no

DRF is found, it is anticipated that trial flights
be allowed next winter.
Access to the Burns Beach coastal site is
now limited by urban sprawl, first indications
about the loss of site access came with a fence
erection earlier this year. Although the committee
has approached council to have PG/HG activities
included in area plans, we were informed that it
is too late for submissions. Access to The Range
has yet to be obtained from the new owners,
attempts at this are continuing, although they
have been further complicated by the recent
installation of powerlines across the ridge face.
Contact was made with the newly elected
Mosman City Council CEO to ensure continued
access to the Mosman’s site. An agreement was
reached and a letter of intent issued, stating that
Cloudbase Paragliding Club will now officially
manage flying activities at this site, bringing it
into line with other sites around the country. This
means you’ll need to be a club member to fly this
site. New signage to indicate this is being made.
Aaron Massey, Cloudbase Committee Member

NEW PRODUCTS
Avax XC2 – The Latest by Gradient
The long awaited Avax XC2 is here. It had been
tested extensively over a period of time before being
presented to the new EN (European Norm) jury.
All four sizes (24, 26, 28 and 30) passed the
EN tests as ‘C’ rated gliders, corresponding to
DHV2-3. Avax XC2 is typical of the latest performance gliders with performance parameters
close to comp machines, while being user-friendly
enough for experienced mere mortals. It has an
aspect ratio of 6.38 and a high number of cells
(73) to assure a clean airfoil shape. Its weight
has been kept low: Size 28 weighs only 5.8kg.
Avax XC2 was developed from scratch as
a ‘pilot’s’ glider for demanding recreational and
aspiring comp pilots. More details on [www.para
glidingheadquarters.com]. In Australia Avax XC2
is available from Paragliding Headquarters, <info@
paraglidingheadquarters.com> or 0414 332737.
Jiri Stipek, Gradient

FA I N E W S
New Paragliding World Record
FAI has ratified the following Class O record:
Claim number: 14783
Sub-class: O-3 (Paragliders) – Multiplace
Type of record: Out-and-return distance
Course/location: Soriska Planina (Slovenia)
Performance: 158.97km
Pilot: Tomaž ERŽEN (Slovenia)
Paraglider: Mac Para Pasha 3
Date: 6 August 2007
Previous record: 153.9km (28 May 2005, Klemen
PELJHAN, Slovenia)
FAI congratulates the pilot on his achievement.
Soaring Australia
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RAY BAIRD FLIES AGAIN
Stephen Thomas Hunt
JUNE 1962 WAS WHEN I FIRST MET RAYMOND THOMAS BAIRD. “HELLO, MR BAIRD,” I SAID,
LEANING ACROSS THE BUMPER OF HIS MAINLINE SEDAN TO SHAKE HIS HAND.

R

ay had just called in on his way to Cunderdin to pick up Eric Ferridge and myself.
“Hey, none of this Mr Baird stuﬀ, Ray will
do,” he replied, and that is how it
stayed for the next 42 years. As time passed
I learnt a lot more about Ray. The more I
learnt, the more I came to appreciate his
skill, not only as a Chief Flying Instructor,
but also as an expert on wood repair and
what we called then C of A.
It was the time of the Kookaburra twoseater trainer and Eric and I could not wait
to see our first glider. Ray took us into the
Bellman hangar and there, with one wing
resting on a tyre, was the Kookaburra. This
19-year-old was awestruck. Ray reached in
and opened the canopy. The smell of the
newly-painted aircraft was strong. VH-GRK
was a new glider straight from Mr Harry
Schneider’s factory in South Australia. “We
have a couple of two-seaters now,” Ray stated
with a clear sense of pride.
Ernie Barfield, the third passenger during our journey to Cunderdin, could not
contain himself. “That’s the airspeed indicator
and you must watch out that the canopy is
locked up,” he said, with an air of confidence.

Kevin Saunders all set to take the PW6 on its testflight

Ernie had been a member for some years,
but had not gone solo. We looked to him for
help every now and then. This meeting set
up the pattern of our relationship for years
to come.
Ray Baird was the first person to be
made a life member of the Gliding Club

Purchase of PW6
James Cooper, President of GCWA and State Coach

T
James Cooper and Gloria Baird
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he Gliding Club of Western Australia needed to improve its image
and, although those who flew one
of the two Blaniks knew them as
superb training machines, but not the best
for maintenance, visitors to the club for the
first time were not given a good impression
of the old aircraft. We needed to purchase
a shiny white glider.
The problem at the time was that the
club was not making money and we needed
the glider to improve our image to attract
members to make money. It was a circle we
needed to break. Being determined to move
forward I rang individual members and
requested an interest-free loan which would
be paid oﬀ with 50% of AEF flights: this

– a position that he felt somewhat uncomfortable about. Some years later Ray received
the ‘Fred Hoinville’ award for services to
gliding. His third major award was one for
‘Lifetime Achievement’ and the Gliding
Club struck a special trophy for the event.

would not put the club under any undue
stress. We obtained $38 000 along with a
guarantee that if the loan was not enough
at the time of delivery, the money would
be delivered.
We had looked at a number of aircraft
and various issues came up, cost being perhaps the main one. We could not aﬀord
most of the two-seaters, and many of the
second-hand aircraft were just not good
training aircraft, we did not want a high
performance aircraft but one to replace the
Blanik. There was, however, one that fitted
the mould, that being the PW6.
The club had a lot of experience of
Polish gliders and were never disappointed.
John Orton had done a lot of research
on the PW6 and Graeme Clinton had
a testflight at Bendigo. The order was placed
but before the aircraft was delivered the
manufacturer stopped production and sold
the licence to another company, delivery
became unreliable and we pulled the plug
November 2007
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and continued searching for an alternative.
We were later contacted by the agent, John
Roake, who gave us first class support, he
informed that things were on the go again,
coinciding with one of our members visit
to Poland. Marek visited the factory and
came back with positive reports and promised new delivery date. A year later the
PW6 was ready to fly.
We decided that we would like the registration VH-GRB, being the initials of Ray
Baird. On contacting GFA we found that
in two weeks time the aircraft holding the
registration would be deregistered! So we
took it. Gloria, Ray’s wife, who is regularly
at the club and fully involved with club
activities was more than delighted at us
naming a glider after her husband, so we
oﬀered her the first oﬃcial flight.
On 1 September our CFI Kevin Saunders took the PW6 for a testflight, followed
by a second test by John Orton and Chris

Runeckles, who had done the initial aircraft
preparation. Good reports came back. The
following Saturday I arrived at the club and
Gloria, her family and grandchildren were
there for the event. How privileged I was
to take Gloria up for a flight, unfortunately
only a short one as there were no thermals
for us, but I was most impressed with the
handling which was very light on the controls and responsive. But what impressed me
most was that even two-up it handled like
a single-seater and had a superb sense of the
air that it was flying through. I could feel
every bubble and will be most interested
to do some soaring training and teach the
students to feel the air.
Others who have worked with, or flown
the glider, have given only positive responses
– it spins well, both going in and coming
out; it is comfortable; it looks nice and is
easy to work on. It is also great to see Ray
Baird fly again.

Jessi-Ray Baird with her grandmother, Gloria

Photos: Courtesy James Cooper
As a further note, the Gliding Club of
WA has in the last three years increased its
membership, last year by 33%. With the
new glider image we hope to increase this
rate and buck the National trend. The loan
is half paid oﬀ and the club is making
money. Details and photos are on our website [www.glidingwa.com.au].

Victorian State Gliding
Championships 2008
John Switala, President, Gliding Club of Victoria
THE GLIDING CLUB OF VICTORIA AT BENALLA WILL HOST
Launching into a cu-filled sky at Benalla

THE VICTORIAN STATE GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2008 FROM
SATURDAY 5 TO SATURDAY 12 JANUARY 2008. CLASSES INCLUDE
OPEN, 15M, STANDARD AND SPORTS.

T

his period is the best time of the
season for excellent gliding days
out of Benalla, so we anticipate
some great flying during the
competition. The site of a previous World
Championship in 1987, Benalla has a lot
to oﬀer competitive glider pilots.
For tasking, Benalla has great expansive
flat country to the north with heaps of safe
outlanding opportunities. To the south
we have the ranges of the Great Divide
with a few turnpoints available to us. Competitors have found wave generated oﬀ the
ranges around the start points previously
– great to catch some of that prior to the
competition start!
The timing of the Victorian State
Championships, in the week prior to the
Multi-class competition at Temora, will
give competitors a great lead in competition
November 2007

to ‘fine tune’ competition flying skills and
check out gear and equipment.
Those who have been to the two Club
Class competitions at Benalla in the last couple of years, will know of the fantastic facilities available to competitors. Some of these
include a glider tie-down area and trailer
parking, a modern clubhouse for briefing
and where evening meals and lunches will
be available, a club bar and broadband wireless internet access in the clubhouse and aeropark. The township is only one-and-a-half
kilometres away from the field where many
accommodation options are available.
We have a limit of 42 aircraft for the
competition so register early to avoid
disappointment.
The competition fee is $250, but, if you
register and pay before 30 November 2007,
you get a $60 discount, making the cost

Pre-launch jitters at Benalla

Photos: Courtesy John Switala
just $190. Aerotows will be $40 to 2000ft
as long as fuel prices stay as they are! Minor
changes to aerotow fees may be required
if fuel costs fluctuate.
Check out the competition website
at [www.glidingclub.org.au/competition/
state2008/]for details.
We have a fun and competitive competition planned for January with the Victorian
State Gliding Championships 2008 and
we look forward to seeing you there.
See you at Benalla.
Soaring Australia
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intage
gliding
corner
NEWS IN BRIEF
Ian Patching

Big month for maintenance
During October members of Vintage Gliders Australia were busy working away with
inspections and restorations. A painting
crew descended on Bacchus Marsh to paint
a Boomerang, Foka 5r, K6e, Olympia and
Bocian 1D. A production line was soon
established with parts going in and out of
the VSA workshop until all were finished.
Three of these gliders hadn’t flown for over
10 years and are a credit to the teams who
have participated in their restoration to flying status.
Elsewhere, other members have also been
busy. The biggest news in restoration is the
Condor 4 which has arrived from Japan and
is being restored by Mike Burns at Tocumwal. Its owner, Ken Uyama, already has a T-21
and EON Olympia based there. All are hoping the machine will be ready for the Rally at
Bordertown. Lyle Whitfield at Goulburn has
been busy working on his Boomerang with
several items being improved.
All the Kookaburras of the Kookaburra
Precision Soaring Team have been inspected
and are ready to go, some have had items
attended to. Caleb’s GRZ now has a ‘racing’ canopy fitted to emulate the GRX and
GRN, which are superior with the more
streamlined-shaped canopy. At least that’s
my excuse.

Ka6 VH-GEA has had major repairs to the starboard wing, and was recently rigged for the first time in 16 years.
It is owned by Ian Patching and Dennis Hipperson, who hope to have it flying in time for the Vintage Glider
Australia annual rally to be held at Bordertown in January next year.

PHÖNIX TAKES
CENTRE STAGE
AT GFA DINNER

The Phönix
Photo: Courtesy Vintage Gliders Australia

Those of you who are doing restoration
work please let us know how things are going.
Kingfisher found in Queensland
Vintage Gliders Australia member Chris
McDonnell has, after some very good detective work, found the ES-57 Kingfisher, VHGLD, at a location in North Queensland.
He was able to get a reasonable look at the
glider, however, its owner (a non-glider pilot)
is reluctant to part with it, which is a shame.
It seems destined to hang around in his
workshop for some time yet. Does anyone
out there have any interesting stories regarding VH-GLD? If so, please let us know.
Australian Gliding Museum
The Oﬃcial ‘Roll Out’ for the Slingsby T-31
B, VH-GDB, is scheduled for 10 November
at Bacchus Marsh. The glider was donated
to the museum by Bill Riley and has been
extensively rebuilt at the Museum workshop
by a team of dedicated members.
The roll out will be followed by the
annual meeting of the Museum and a barbecue dinner. If you are interested in attending
this very important milestone of the Museum
please contact Ian Patching on 03 94383510.

The Kingfisher, VH-GLD, which has been found in Queensland
Photo: Courtesy Ian Patching
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The FS-24 Phönix, recently imported by
John Ashford, took pride of place at the
annual GFA dinner held at Attwood,
Melbourne in September.
This is the oldest operational fibreglass
aircraft in the world. It is one of a production of eight, after three prototypes were
built as the design and technology were
refined. The world’s first flight by a fibreglass
aircraft took place on 27 November 1957,
50 years ago. More details about the Phönix
can be located in Martin Simons’ excellent
book “Sailplanes 1945-1965”.

Photo: Courtesy Steve Curtis

One of the tractor PTO winches
Campbell Curtis came up with in the
1960s. This tractor was originally a
Chamberlain 40K with a kerosene
engine. The engine was replaced by a
Leyland Comet 75 diesel, a conversion
carried out a couple of years earlier
and as you see it here. The driver was
Ray Fischer who was originally from
Queensland, hence the bare feet! On the
other end of the stranded cable was a
Bocian 1D owned by the Curtis family.
November 2007
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This early photograph was sent in by Bob Allaway showing his father, George Allaway, (in the wing-collar shirt) and Major Shaw (with his hand on the glider) at an unnamed
airfield. George Allaway came to Australia from Birmingham in 1926 and opened a motorcycle dealership in Warrnambool, Victoria. Owing to the great depression, 1929 to 1932,
the business closed so George went on to open a gliding school, the ‘Allaway Gliding School’, at Port Melbourne in Victoria. He built the glider in which Percy Pratt held a gliding
record of that time
Photo: Bob Allaway

BORDERTOWN
DELIGHTS
By ‘Duffy’
Have you ever been to Bordertown?
That’s where the gliders fly,
You say you’ve never been there?
Well come along – give it a try
There’s Leigh with his Grunau Baby,
No doubt his pride and joy
And Ian with his Kookaburra
Oh, those men do love their toy
There’s Emilis with his Boomerang
John and Stan are with their Dart
Sad they left their trophy,
But bushfires made them depart
Then there’s Keith there with his Sapphire
To fly it makes his day,
But a bit of cosmetic surgery
Wouldn’t go astray
Of course Bordertown wouldn’t be complete,
Without our soulmate Ged,
Who would fly from sun up to sunset,
So long as he was fed

It’s a lovely friendly atmosphere, with lots
of cups of tea
And Christmas cake to go with it of course,
Oh woe is me
I can’t go without a word of our wonderful hosts,
They’re a great bunch of fellas, to whom I raise
a toast!
The meals we had each evening were a pleasure
and delight,
I wasn’t the only one whose slacks were far
too tight
They made us all feel welcome, and nothing
was too much trouble
So no-one, I mean no-one try and burst
the bubble
We look forward to returning in 2008 gee,
As a place to call our permanent home,
With a reputation of renown,
Just pack your bags and head over to Bordertown!

FROM THE BLUE BOOK
James Cooper
A friend of mine, ex-sailing World champion
and Olympian suggested that every flight
should be analysed, recorded for future
reference and learnt from.
Narromine, and an early launch from
an airfield that I was not used to flying
from, strong wind and thus very necessary
to pick the wind direction. I ended flying
up sink streets rather than 45º across them,
resulting in a land out on a 750km day.
Whereas I would be able to figure
out the wind direction from my local field,
this can be more difficult in a region where
you don’t have firsthand knowledge of
the geography. So rather than try to find
the wind direction by natural geographic
knowledge, it would have been better to
have flown by the numbers on the compass.

The Swiss Moswey and Austrian
Mucha Standard at the Nitra,
Slovakia Vintage Glider Club Rally

David with his Super Cub
No, that’s not a baby lion
That’s to launch them in the air
Just so they can go a fly-in
Caleb with his Kooka, and Dad there with
his Foka
Windy days and heat – phew – let’s have
a game of poker
The ladies sewing circle, knitting and a’talking
We don’t fly of course but we do our share
of walking
November 2007
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FIRST PARAGLIDING COMP

– A Beginners Perspective
Mark Kropp

Playgrounds launch
Photos: Mark Kropp

S

aturday 1 September 2007 marked the start
of the annual Queensland State Championships. The first round was hosted by
Conondale Flyers, a club based west of the
Sunshine Coast. Being a low 50-hour pilot
with only the Manilla State of Origin under
my belt, I was keen to enter a competition
with a definite task and goal that required
navigation over distinct turnpoints.
The day started at the Maleny Cheese
factory with contest director Matt Rosser
providing contest details and organising waypoint uploads. It was great talking with Lloyd
Pennicuick, back from the XAlps comp in
Europe. His story was fascinating. A real
test of endurance. From there we moved to
launch, about 400m east. A new site called
‘Playgrounds’. A 400m east-facing site with
almost uninterrupted views of the ocean,
about 25km away. It had been first flown
only two days earlier. The bad news was that
the bomb-out 300m below was a walk-out!
Forecast wind was SE about five to
10kt and it delivered good thermic activity,
lots of small cu’s and a nice breeze. Perfect
conditions, I thought. A task was set: Playgrounds (4km E of Maleny) west 18km to
Conondale then north to a small town called
Brooloo. A distance of 43.5km in total. Everyone I spoke to was very helpful. I got info
on programming my new Garmin GPS, got
my gear ready early, like I’d been told, and
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was dressed ready to go before the window
opened. 11:15am arrived and the first pilots
were oﬀ. All were climbing quickly so I
grabbed my Swing Arcus 5 and jumped into
line. I think I was about sixth? My turn. I set
up and turned to look for evidence of lift.
To my right there were two pilots climbing.
That’s it! I inflated, turned and launched
straight into nice lift.
Everyone was climbing. I was concentrating on staying in my thermal and gaining
height. Out in front, the advanced pilots
were heading upwind finding more thermals.
They would drop out of an active thermal
and search for another further in front. I
found a second thermal, but was drifting
slowly over the back. I think there’s a lesson
there somewhere! I had gained about 1000ft
above launch and was starting to lose lift.
Too low to go, so I turned reluctantly back
towards launch. About 1000ft above me two
pilots were heading west and I looked on
with envy. I’ve had previous helicopter experience and the glide ratio of a helicopter in
autorotation is about the same as a paraglider
into strong wind. I figure if I can keep about
the same perspective to a safe landing then I
should make it fine. Travelling back towards
launch I hit another good thermal and started climbing as well as drifting downwind. It
was time to break the umbilical. I was going
cross-country!

Passed 5000ft rapidly and made it to
cloudbase. There was lift everywhere. There
were a few paragliders around me, but well
spaced out. I was just under the clouds.
About 150ft above me and to the right,
a paraglider put on Big Ears. He was very
close to cloudbase. A few seconds later I was
just under a cloud. I looked around and the
edges were all lower then me. I was in the
hollow. I remember how calm and smooth
it was there. It felt great! Another mistake!
I was close to the downwind edge and maintaining direction when suddenly I was whited out. I could just make out the ground by
looking down – then it disappeared. Ooops!
Cloud suck! I hit Big Ears and grabbed my
risers to minimise directional change and
locked on to my GPS to watch my heading.
I’ve heard stories that GPS navigation in
cloud is diﬃcult because of the lag. My vario
continued a very slow steady rise. I hit the
speedbar and was beginning to worry when
I caught a glimpse of the ground again.
Okay, I’m still low in cloud. Seconds later
I broke free. Once the vario stopped it had
been so quiet in there. It was a surreal experience and I think I should have been more
concerned then I was. The whole episode
only lasted about 15 to 20 seconds, I think.
In retrospect I was rather foolish to let it
all happen and will endeavour to get to the
edge of the cloud a lot quicker next time.
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Exiting into clear air between the clouds
I was just behind a glider that was tracking
the upwind edge of the cloud. It looked like
he was trying to ridge soar the cloud and
I was ready to race over there if it became
possible. But not to be. During this time
I had crossed the Maleny plateau and was
descending into the valley towards Conondale. There were a few gliders up and to my
right, another high to the left and a couple
more down below ahead. Now I was in sink.
It was really depressing to see the figures on
my vario tumble. The next half hour was a
blur. The gliders high above me were crossing from cloudbase to cloudbase while I was
wallowing around in open air, getting into
and trying to maintain mediocre lift. At
least the thermals were travelling in the right
direction, so all I had to do was stay in the
lift. I found it frustrating that my thermal
would die out way below cloudbase and I
would have to search for another. Also my
thermal never seemed to be associated with
a cloud above so it was useless to search for
lift under a cloud so far down.
Once I saw a number of gliders climbing behind me and turned back east to join
them. It didn’t take long to realise that I was
never going to make it against the wind and
turned again to resume my track west losing
about 400ft in the process. A costly lesson.
I found the travel west in the thermals
very tedious. It was slow going and was hard
to maintain concentration in the turns and
I was starting to get tired and sore. I started
switching my turns within the same thermal
to give my arms a rest. Gradually I continued
to lose height and the gliders to my left were
starting to really get low. The front one took
oﬀ way south and eventually hit a big thermal. I think this was Lindsay Wootten from
Northern Rivers. He went up! The second
glider joined him and they climbed about
2000ft very quickly. I was about three or four
kilometres away and was sure I would lose
too much height just trying to get there when
I hit a nice thermal and started climbing.
I was about five kilometres out from the
turnpoint and just rode this thermal all the
way to the mark. Once I got inside the proximity circle of one kilometre I thought about
turning north, but I had forgotten to ask
someone how to switch my GPS to the next
marker. So I had to keep circling closer and
closer until the GPS beeped and reset itself.
The thermal was still going well, but now I
was drifting further west and near the edge
of some savage looking country. Reluctantly
I turned and headed north into a new valley
and some massive sink.
I reasoned that there were more likely
thermals kicking oﬀ the western side of the
valley so I flew down that side. Brandon
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O’Donnell later told me about leeside thermals developing because of the arvo sun.
I picked a few thermals and started to relax
a bit, experimenting with turn radius to find
the core. I found a couple and really cranked
the glider over, spiralling up in the smooth
air. I often fell out and had trouble finding
lift again. The thermals were all drifting west
so I continually had to leave when they carried too far west over the edge of the massive
forest. I was joined by another glider at this
stage and we spent some time finding and
sharing thermals. I think he found more.
Towards the northern end of this valley
I started getting seriously low and my
options were diminishing. There were three
small fires burning all in a row and I decided
to head straight for the last and biggest one.
I had heard stories about pilots getting their
wings burnt from embers in smoke, but was
going to reach the rising smoke just as it
disappeared and thought I would be safe.
I entered right on target at about 400ft
above the deck and the light smell of wood
smoke brought me steady even lift. It turned
out to be one of the best thermals of the day
and I got good height quite quickly, enough
to get me over to the next valley.
Heading north again, I was joined by
a glider and we both were descending very
quickly towards Kenilworth. Man, I hate
sink! He headed over above the town looking for a thermal and I decided to stay to
the west looking for a thermal kicking oﬀ
the trees at the edge of the forest. He got
one first, but it didn’t last. I found some
scratchy lift and struggled for ages to gain
height without being blown back over the
forest. I maintained a safe glide to landing
at all times. The pilot over town gave up and
spiralled in for a landing. I struggled along
the forest edge, then found great lift again.
I quickly gained height until I was sure I
could glide downwind across the forest, then
went with the thermal and was joined from
below by Lindsay who had made up heaps
of ground from the south.
We spiralled up and he quickly overtook
me and I left to head towards goal, about
seven kilometres in the distance. He stayed
in the thermal and got some serious height!
I entered the last little valley and got very
low again. Don’t leave lift! I was searching
desperately for something and saw a small
ploughed paddock on the western edge adjacent to the forest. Found a thermal right on
cue and started climbing again. At this stage
I thought I was still about five kilometres
from goal and could see the town itself over
a small ridge. Below me, about one and a
half kilometres to my right, I saw a glider
land and didn’t realise I was about to pass

Top: Setting up, bottom: Task 1

by goal! I looked at the GPS and it was
pointing directly at the paddock.
Confused, I used my radio for the first
time asking if the pilots on the ground were
in fact in goal. Brandon radioed back with
an aﬃrmative and I raced over. Yahoo! I’d
made goal! All I wanted to do was get on the
ground. I spiralled down and did an okay
landing. A bit fast. Then raced over and met
up with the others and congratulations all
round. Got a lift back to launch with the
others and had a relaxing beer with the guys
discussing the day and downloading track
records. Turns out there were seven pilots
who made goal. I was sixth in, but seventh
on elapsed time. Thirty minutes separated
us all. I’d spent two and a half hours in the
air and was mentally exhausted.
The next day was blown out. A few
advanced pilots launched, but the task was
cancelled. We saw some serious turbulence,
but three pilots persisted and headed west. I
grabbed my glider and headed for the coast to
do some coastal flying, but that’s another story.
My impressions of my first real contest?
Unbelieveable! Fabulous! Matt did a great
job with the organisation. It was easy to rock
up and have everything laid out for you.
There was heaps of free advice from the
experienced pilots. It was a great casual
relaxed atmosphere. I hope I can remember
all the tips I was given. The flying was fantastic. I made so many little mistakes, I had
a lot of luck and feel I cheated a little bit
with the fire, but I was elated to make goal.
Will have to organise a decent retrieve
though. Car pooling and hiring a local driver
seems to be a good idea. The local flyers were
very friendly, especially Karl, Toni and Lloyd.
Thanks to Toni for putting us up for the
night. Much appreciated. And cheers to
Brandon for his advice and support. So until
next time – see you in the sky!
Soaring Australia
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FLYING ACROSS THE GULF
David Keough
“YOU’RE CRAZY!” THOSE WERE
PROBABLY THE FIRST WORDS
ANYBODY SAID TO ME WHEN
I FIRST MENTIONED THE IDEA
OF FLYING OVER THE GULF
OF CARPENTARIA. “WHY?” WAS
Hello Nhullunbuy!

PROBABLY THE SECOND.

W

ell, why not? I originally thought.
But early on it struck me that it
would be just a trivial jaunt – even
though a little ‘out of the ordinary’
– if it was done for no other reason than
me just wanting to do it.
Initially the idea was put to me by a
mate of mine some time back. We were
talking about microlight flights to New
Zealand, mixed in with stories about flying
in Burketown and a recent trip I had done
to Karumba, when he asked me if anyone
had ever flown across the Gulf in a microlight. I decided there and then that I was
going to do it at some stage.
Fast forward to March 2007 and my
decision to raise some funds for the daughter
of Ken Wright, a member of our club, who
had only last year been diagnosed with cancer. Michal was only 22 when she was diagnosed with thyroid cancer, which in most
cases is curable, but even after surgery she
still has to have ongoing treatment, take time
oﬀ work and buy supplements, etc – something that one doesn’t normally budget for.
I made some mental plans as to the best
time to go east to west across the Gulf and
remembered that August can still be fairly
windy up in the tropics, so with the help of
a tailwind pushing me along, the distance
over the water wouldn’t be an issue. I could
stay in Weipa, as I had a cousin living there
and I also had friends over in Nhullunbuy
(Gove). A former student, Peter Wells (Wellsy) from Karumba, was gracious enough
to agree to lend me his 912 when I flagged
the idea to him about a charity flight. All I
needed to do then was some flight planning,
and – the main purpose of the whole exercise – raise some money!
Papers are full of stories of people doing
all sorts of crazy things to raise money, however, I had no direct experience of how to
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go about approaching people/businesses and
get them to give me the stuﬀ – and enough
of it! Tracey Hayes did up a glossy proposal
to send out, but I had to have an idea of the
sort of dollars I was chasing, in order to put
it to some major sponsors. I pulled a figure
of $15 000 out and sent the proposal
to a number of places and waited.
Eventually money started trickling in
and with some excitement I did a number
of radio and newspaper interviews. Papers in
Weipa and Nhullunbuy had also advertised
that I would be coming and doing passenger
flights, so the coﬀer could be topped up on
the trip as well.
A few essential items were needed on
board J.I.C (just in case) the inevitable
occurred. Six hundred kilometres of open
water was the scary bit (“Yeah, Dave, there
are lots of sharks in the Gulf, not to mention
crocs and she can get really rough out there
too!”). I ran into Bill, a guy from NQEA
Marine Safety in Cairns, who kindly donated a… wait for it… nine to 13-person selfinflating life raft. I just didn’t know where
I was going to put all the extra mermaids if
I picked up more than 12 of them. However,
it was remarkably compact and fitted on
the rear trike seat nicely. Bill also lent me a
brand new 406 GPS Epirb, (plus my normal
121.5 one), as well as this really cool pack of
mini flares (eight per pack and very compact
– they burn for about 30 seconds each).
Mendelssohn Pilot Supplies kindly
donated a self-inflating vest, but I missed out
on borrowing a marine VHF, which would
have been useful in talking with the barge
that sails over from Weipa to Gove regularly.
I felt safe with the back-up gear that I managed to scrounge, but also would have liked
one of those little implements that fires a
little thing called ‘a bullet’ at a very high
velocity out of a thing called ‘a barrel’. In the

event of an engine failure mid-way across, I
really didn’t fancy any sharkies nibbling my
toes while I’m bobbing around in the middle
of the Gulf waiting to be rescued, or having
to smile at a crocodile mid-way up the coast
to Weipa – but, alas, I just had to trust that
old 912.
I plotted a course, which would take
me to Karumba in the Drifter, then I would
load up Wellsy’s trike and head up to Weipa,
across the Gulf to Nhullunbuy, down the
coast to Groote Eyelandt and then back to
Karumba – a total of about 2100km.
The departure date came around pretty
quickly and those nice big high pressure
systems way down south were still filtering
across, giving us the usual 20kt SE up in the
tropics. After five hours over to Karumba in
the Drifter from my home base at Mareeba,
I loaded up and was on my way to Weipa

Rendezvous with the Perkins barge!
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the next morning, after having rigged up an
auxiliary fuel system using two jerry cans
and a completely separate pump and battery,
adding an extra four hours or so to endurance. Fuel burn up to Weipa was showing
less than 10 litres per hour, so in eﬀect I had
an endurance of about 11 hours. I was feeling pretty good, despite getting hammered
by willy willies and a hot 20kt easterly (90º
crosswind) blowing out to the Gulf the from
the Cape. I decided not to drink anything
during the first part of the flight and had
planned to take a break after three hours or
so. However, I thought I would test my own
endurance and go the whole way without
stopping.
Six hours later non-stop, I landed in
Weipa and parked beside a couple of Aero
Commanders. I didn’t even need to pee and
didn’t feel in any way dehydrated. I felt ready
to do the crossing if it took that long.
The Weipa locals came out to try this
microlight thing and an excess of 20kt didn’t
deter them at all. They all really loved it.
One guy who wanted to go up like anything
was a doctor who had done a bit of aerobatic
flying in Decathlons and Pitts. Sadly in the
turbulence we were all over the place, but I
gave him full points for back-seat flying in
some horrid conditions.
The easterlies kept up and I knew I
was going to have a pretty quick trip over
the water to the Territory. Two days later I
was in the seat farewelling land and heading out into the wild blue yonder – a very
strange sensation indeed. On the one hand
you know that the 912 is as reliable as the
best motors around. On the other you have
absolutely nowhere to go in the event that
something did happen.
So with a nice 30kt tailwind I headed
out from Weipa, due west and over nothing
but water. GPS ETA gave me about four
hours spot on, which turned out to be the
slowest four hours I have ever experienced.
Senses are heightened, so much so that you
‘hear’ a possible little falter of the engine.
I climbed above the cloudbase of some
patchy cu’s to 4200ft and had not a ripple to
contend with. Not far into the trip I noticed
my groundspeed (or should I say ‘waterspeed’) creep up to 90kt at times. I thought,
“Well, I should definitely have more than
enough fuel!” I dared not move around much
except for taking a few photos. I certainly
wasn’t in the mood to go fiddling around
with a video camera.
The previous day I had chatted with the
boys who drive the Perkins barge across to
see if they had any CB radios aboard and to
let them know my itinerary. They only had
marine VHF, but said they would keep an
eye out for me as they would be on exactly
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the same track from Weipa to Nhullunbuy.
If I spotted them I would do a fly-by and
give them a wave. So at the two and a half
hour mark, around when I expected to see
them, my eyes started scanning the horizon
in the hope of seeing just one little inkling of
another human being! Sure enough the ship
came into view to my left. As I headed down
I was surprised to see a Dash 8 scream past
for a rendezvous as well (Coast Guard). He
must have been thinking, “What on earth is a
microlight doing out in the middle of the Gulf
of Carpentaria?”
I circled around the barge, gave my wave
and, after seeing how huge the swell was,
headed back-up to 4000ft from where the
ocean looks nice and peaceful. Another hour
and a half later and I started to make out a
dark form on the horizon, slowly growing
into the recognisable Cape Arnhem, and
then the township of Nhullunbuy.
It was a relief to get back on the ground
after having made it over without any hassles. Throughout the flight I had thought
of the various ways in which I was going to
exit the aircraft in an emergency, due to the
fact that it wasn’t something I was able to
rehearse in real life. Thankfully it had not
come to that and I stood on the ground
at Nhullunbuy airport, looking up at the
clouds whipping over and looked at the 912
engine at the back of the trike thinking,
“What a marvellous piece of machinery.”
Once again the locals came out in droves
and I conducted TIFs for two days in the
usual windy conditions and everyone had
a ball. I headed back down the Arnhem
coast after a day’s rest and into some nice
headwind, which meant that there was no
way I was going to make Karumba in a day.
I bypassed Groote, and hit 40kt on the nose
down at the bottom of the Gulf, thinking, “I
may as well pack up and go home.” But I was
on my way home!
I made Batten Point on the McArthur
river and stayed the night after getting pretty
tossed around for six hours straight flying
from Nhullunbuy. The coastline and beaches
down along that section of Australia are
quite magnificent in and around Groote
Eyelandt. This time as I landed I was absolutely busting for a pee. The old Orchy bottle that my dad had suggested to take along
would have turned out very messy indeed if
I had even attempted to use it.
Next day was another rough ride into
Burketown and on to Karumba. It was good
to be back. The old Drifter kicked over and
my arms were grateful for the much easier
load on the way back to Atherton, where
Michal and her mum Zana Wright were part
of a very welcoming group of friends and
glad that I had made it back safely.

Top to bottom: Departing Gove,
South of Gove and Michal and Dave
Photos: David Keough

I had been gone nearly two weeks, had
clocked up about 50 hours flying time, met
some great people and had had a real adventure. In the end all the sponsorship money
came to $5000 which Michal was grateful for.
If you’re planning to have an adventure
or do something a bit diﬀerent, why not do
it for a good cause or to help someone out?
Kill two birds with one stone, as they say. (It
actually kills three birds in that it also raises
awareness about our various forms of flying.)
I’m planning the next adventure now.
Once that bug bites you…
I would really like to thank the people who donated
money and helped out. Most of all Peter Wells in
Karumba, for donating his Airborne 912. Airborne
Australia, Dick Smith Fine Foods, Jaques Coﬀee
in Mareeba, Daryl who owns ‘Mad About Plants’
nursery in Cairns, Ken Gregg of Gregg Construction Management (who has me working my butt oﬀ
building sub-divisions with him – straight after I
getting back!) and last but not least NQEA Marine
Safety and Cassey Mendelssohn for helping out with
a very comfortable to wear life vest.
Soaring Australia
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Safe Winch Launching
1987 TO 2 0 0 6

Ground
Rotation
Power loss <100ft
Power loss >100ft
Other
Total

fatal injury serious injury severe damage total accidents
1
2
36
75
7
8
18
20
1
17
55
132
8
9
47
86
2
2
11
112
20
38
167
425

DEFINITIONS

Beaufort Gliding Club’s Janus VH-IZI
on winch from Bacchus Marsh
Photo Jarek Mosiejewski

T

he following technical guidance on
winch launch safety comes from research
conducted by the British Gliding Association and is reproduced here with permission. Further details can be found by reference to the BGA web page [www.gliding.
co.uk] and from Sailplane and Gliding magazine. Although the references are to BGA
accidents, the larger data pool makes for
meaningful research and we can expect similar issues to arise at Australian clubs that
operate with winch or autotow. It should
be noted that this information is published
as useful advice only and that GFA winching standards and procedures are contained
in the various GFA Operational Manuals
(BGK, Ops Manual, Winch Launching
Manual and Instructor’s Handbook).
This guidance is a supplement to BGA
‘Safe Winch Launching’ leaflet which can be
found at [www.gliding.co.uk/bgainfo/documents/safewinchlaunching.pdf ]. It should be
read in conjunction with the leaflet.

Guidelines for Avoiding the
Main Hazards of Winch Launching
Don Irving, Chairman of the BGA
Instructors’ Sub-Committee and member
of the BGA Safety Initiative

INTRODUCTION

This document summarises the main
hazards associated with the wire launching of gliders and how these hazards may
be anticipated and avoided. It attempts to
explain the reasons for some of the advice
in the safe winch launch leaflet which was
published by the BGA in October 2005
and updated in January 2007. It does not
pretend to provide a comprehensive briefing
on all aspects of safe winch launching.
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A ‘winch accident’ is one that occurs during a winch launch or in the immediate
aftermath of an incomplete winch launch.
‘Incomplete’ means that the launch did
not continue to the normal launch height.
This can be because the wing dropped, the
glider stalled, power failed at the winch,
the weaklink broke, the pilot released, the
instructor released, or for any other reason.
Remarks made in respect of winch
launches apply equally to autotow and
reverse pulley launches.
WINCH ACCIDENTS

All UK winch accidents since 1974 have
been surveyed.
The average frequency of winch accidents is one in every 13 000 launches. The
volume of winch launching is such, however,
that there were 731 winch accidents from
1974 to 2006. These accidents included
35 deaths and 72 serious injuries for an average of one death and two serious injuries
per year. In that period winch accidents
accounted for 273 written oﬀ or substantially damaged gliders.
A civilian club that conducts 4000
winch launches per year would expect a fatal
or serious injury every 21 years, a severely
damaged glider every seven years, and a
winch accident of any kind every three years.
These apparently rare accidents aggregated
for the UK result in an unacceptable number
of fatal and serious injuries and crashes.
Clubs need to reduce winch accident rates
that may already appear to be low.
Although the glider fleet has changed
materially, and powerful winches have become
commonplace the rates and the severity of
wire launch accidents have stayed the same
throughout the period 1974 to 2005.
The glider crash rate on winch launches
is 50% higher than on aerotow launches
but the fatal and serious injury rate on
winch launches is eight times that on
aerotow launches.
Inadvertent stalling and spinning,
winch launches, and collisions are the three

main hazards
cartwheel
stall flick roll
stall
spin
cable

main contributors to fatal and serious-injury
gliding accidents.
WINCH L AUNCH HAZARDS

Winch accidents at each stage of the
launch are associated with particular hazards
(see diagram above).
Ground
If the wing drops on the ground the glider
may rotate about the wing tip and cartwheel. If the wing drops in every 100th
launch, there will be one wing drop accident in 800 wing drop incidents.
This is a recipe for complacency and
indeed it is experienced pilots who have
the majority of wing drop accidents. After
the wing has dropped the cartwheel can be
so rapid that no recovery by releasing or
other means is possible. This hazard must be
anticipated and pre-empted by conducting
the launch with the left hand on the release,
and releasing immediately if it is not possible
to keep the wings level.
Leaflet advice:
• Start the launch with your hand
on the release.
• If you cannot keep the wings level,
release immediately.
Rotation
These accidents are very rare but often fatal.
During any part of the winch launch
the lift required from the wing is greater
than in cruising flight because the lift force
is tilted away from the vertical and extra lift
is needed to oppose the pull in the cable.
During the transition from level flight
at take-oﬀ to the full climb the wing must
generate a force suﬃcient to accelerate the
vertical speed of the glider from zero to
about 40kt.
The lift demanded from the wing during
rotation to support the weight of the glider,
to oppose the pull in the cable, and to provide vertical acceleration means that during
rotation the lift factor can be very high. The
stalling speed is proportional to the square
root of the lift factor. If a stall occurs durNovember 2007
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ing rotation it is a dynamic or high speed
stall after which the glider may flick roll.
The glider is spinning while attached to the
cable. The rolling of the flick roll is the autorotation of a spin. In some cases the glider
hits the ground inverted with the cable still
attached. Once the glider has stalled, recovery is probably impossible. This hazard must
also be anticipated and pre-empted.
It will be appreciated that the shorter the
time taken for rotation, the greater the vertical acceleration, and hence the greater the
increase in stalling speed. Computer simulation has shown that a stall during rotation
indeed results from a low airspeed combined
with a rapid rotation rate. A glider with a
1g stalling speed of 34kt will stall at about
50kt during rotation on a winch launch if
the rotation rate is 20º per second. It will
stall at about 45kt if the rotation rate is
15º per second.
Rates of rotation in degrees per second
can easily be expressed and communicated
as the time taken for the transition from
take-oﬀ to the full climb. This concept is
incorporated in the advice in the BGA safe
winch launch leaflet.
A low airspeed and a high rotation rate
can arise from a too rapid rotation at low
airspeed, or from a rotation with an airspeed
that was initially adequate but which reduces
during the latter part of the rotation.
Simulation of the recommended technique indicates it should provide a margin
of at least 10kt above the stalling speed at
all stages from take oﬀ to becoming established in the full climb.
Leaflet advice:
• Avoid taking oﬀ with a significant amount
of yaw present.
• Maintain a shallow climb until adequate
speed is seen, with continuing acceleration
• Ensure the transition from level flight at
take-oﬀ to the full climb (typically 35º)
is controlled, progressive, and lasts at least
five seconds
Power loss <100ft
This is the most common winch accident
with an average of one serious injury, oneand-a-half minor injuries, and three crashes
per year. Compressed vertebrae are common.
Usually the glider lands in a stalled state
but in 20% of the accidents the glider hits
the ground nose first, unstalled.
Forty per cent of these accidents are
instructors instructing, usually simulating
a cable break.
Although the category is defined as
power loss below 100ft, 80% of the accidents are after power loss below 50ft.
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Accidents from landing ahead after power
loss above 100ft are rare.
These observations strongly suggest
that after power loss below 100ft prompt
and accurate handling is essential to avoid
unrecoverable combinations of airspeed and
climb angle.
This was confirmed by computer simulation which entailed breaking the flight into
four segments.
Firstly, a climb without power, representing a reaction time, then a push over to a
recovery dive, maintained to achieve a particular speed, and finally a pull out to level flight
for landing. The variables that were examined were the airspeed and climb angle at
the moment of power loss, the reaction time,
the push over g, the steepness of the recovery
dive, the target airspeed in the recovery dive,
the pull out g, and the stalling speed and
L/D of the glider. Recoverability was defined
as the capacity to achieve level flight at
ground level at 45kt without use of airbrake.
The hazard of power loss below 100ft
can be reduced by adopting a launch technique that avoids being low, slow, and steep.
A suitable technique is that in the BGA
leaflet, quoted above.
If power is lost, regardless of the technique which has been employed, the imperative is to follow the advice in the leaflet:
“immediately lower the nose to the correct
recovery attitude”.
Lowering the nose quickly is critical to a
safe recovery. Every half second counts. Pilots
need to anticipate power loss on every launch
and be ready to lower the nose without
delay. A glider with an L/D of 25 that suffers power loss in a 25º climb at 55kt might
not appear to be vulnerable if the pilot lowers the nose at 0g to a 10º recovery dive.
However, delay in beginning to lower the
nose may result in a stall. If there is no delay
the airspeed at the beginning of the recovery
dive when the 1g stalling speed is restored
is a healthy 49kt. With a one second reaction time that speed will be 41kt. With two
seconds delay the glider will be at its stalling
speed of 34kt and will probably crash.
With a one-and-a-half second reaction
time and good technique a glider in a 15º
climb will stall if the airspeed at the moment
of power loss is 44kt. In a 25º climb it will
stall if power is lost at 51kt.
To avoid operating too near the unrecoverability boundary it has been suggested
in the leaflet that in addition to lowering
the nose immediately to avoid a stall, pilots
should endeavour to have enough energy to
permit recovery to level flight at ground level
at 55kt. This can be achieved with about
55kt at 20ft or 50kt at 50ft. Lowering the

nose too much can typically cost another
30ft of height.
These simulation results demonstrate
that after power loss below about 70ft a
single mistake of lowering the nose too little
or too much, or being one second too late
in lowering the nose can make a crash
inevitable. This is what happened in many
of the instructing accidents. The student
made a mistake and it was not possible
for the instructor to recover.
Leaflet advice:
• If the launch fails, immediately lower the
nose to the appropriate recovery attitude.
Minimising the reaction time is crucial.
• Do not use the airbrakes unless the glider
has attained an appropriate attitude combined with a safe speed.
• Instructors: simulated power loss with less
than 50ft and 55kt by instructor demonstration only
Power loss >100ft
About half the fatal winch launch accidents
occur after power loss in mid-launch. The
main hazard is a spin after having failed
to restore a safe airspeed.

LAKE
KEEPIT

TAMWORTH NSW
Visit Lake Keepit Soaring Club
for some of the best
cross-country gliding in NSW
[www.keepitsoaring.com]
Email: <manager@keepitsoaring.com>

Ph: (02) 6769 7514
Fax: (02) 6769 7640
★ Club rates for all GFA pilots
★ Good glider availability
★ Winch and aerotow courses
★ Free flying after 4 hours
★ Mid-week operations
★ Airconditioned cabins,
bunkhouse, camping
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After power loss in a steep climb at several hundred feet the attitude of the glider
at the beginning of the recovery dive may
look satisfactory but the airspeed may be
at, or below, the stalling speed. It is essential to maintain the recovery dive until the
approach speed is restored. If the glider is
manoeuvred before this acceleration has
taken place it may stall and spin.
Leaflet advice:
• Adopt the recovery attitude; do not turn
or use the brakes until the approach speed
is attained
• Land ahead if it is safe to do so
Many lesser accidents arise after a successful recovery to controlled flight followed
by a circuit to a crash from an undershoot,
an overshoot, or hitting something during landing. The solo accidents of this type

usually result from an inability to conduct
a safe circuit from a few hundred feet. The
instructing accidents, which comprise 50%
of the group, result from the instructor
allowing the student to continue with a
poor circuit plan until recovery is impossible.
Leaflet advice:
• Plan provisional circuit options before
taking oﬀ.
High speeds
The launch technique recommended above
should not lead to excessive speeds during
the early part of the launch.
The relatively low placarded maximum
launch speed of many gliders is to protect
the glider from undue stress near the top of
the launch where the lift opposes a large tension in the cable, there is no bending relief

as there would be in a high g manoeuvre
in free flight, and the stress from a gust is
greater than in free flight.
During the first third of the launch,
however, the stresses on the structure are
moderate and the placarded maximum
launch speed may safely be exceeded during
this phase.
Leaflet advice:
• If the speed is excessive near the ground,
climb gently to several hundred feet and
release, or signal if the excess speed is now
moderate. Releasing below 100ft could
be hazardous, not least from hitting the
cable. Signalling could overstress the tail.
Pulling back to control the excessive speed
may break the weak link leading to a
diﬃcult recovery.

Victorian Soaring Association Basic
Cross-country Coaching Week
David Wilson
IN THE WEEK BEFORE HORSHAM WEEK THIS YEAR, THE VSA RAN A BASIC CROSSCOUNTRY COACHING
WEEK AT HORSHAM.

T

his was a trial event and, and as such,
was not broadly advertised beforehand. The
event was attended by members from the
VMFG and from the Grampians Soaring
Club, plus locals from Horsham. It was very
successful, and after its completion, it was
resolved to make this an annual event.
Two pilots completed their Silver C
distance flights, and two others completed
their Gold distance and Diamond goal.
All attendees were able to fly with a coach
in two-seaters on at least one occasion.
Bernard Eckey, the State coach for
South Australia, flew his ASH25 across from
Balaklava, and assisted with the coaching for
several days. He then flew home. Both of
those flights were epics, worthy of a separate
article, because the thermals hardly got above
2500ft on each day.
So, if you have any desires to venture away
from your local field, Horsham is the place to
do it, and you are invited to next year’s event.
Hosted by Horsham Flying Club at Horsham Airfield, the basic cross-country coaching
week will be held from Saturday, 26 January
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to Friday, 1 February 2008 with coaching
from Victorian State coaches. VMFG will
be providing an additional tug and tow pilot.
The format will include a morning
lecture on various topics of interest to early
cross-country pilots, followed by a flight
briefing. Pilots will then fly tasks, and at the
end of the day the dataloggers will be downloaded and reviewed in a flight debriefing.
Debriefings are held during the evening meal
in a private room in one of the local hotels.
The week is open to all pilots who have
been cleared for cross-country flying by their
club panel.
This is the opportunity to come to an
organised event, with coaching lectures laid
on, plus weather forecasts and launching
facilities. You can choose your own tasks or
fly those suggested at briefing. This is a chance
to try for Silver distance flights, or for those
who are more adventurous, Gold distance and
Diamond goal flights. Flying is over some
of the safest outlanding country in Australia.
It is also an opportunity for practice in
the week before the Horsham Week gliding

competition, which has traditionally been
planned to be suitable for those attending
their first competition.
Bring your own glider or a club glider.
Two-seaters welcome. Those with twoseaters can arrange for a flight with one
of the coaches.
Some bunkhouse accommodation is
available at the airfield, and camping is also
allowed adjacent to the clubhouse. This
should be pre-booked with your registration.
There are about 15 motels in Horsham
providing a wide range of accommodation.
There is also a town caravan park and a
privately run caravan park providing cabin
style accommodation.
Registration for this event is required
by 4 January at the latest. Early registration
will assist in planning the meeting.
Download the registration form from
[www.gfa.org.au/vsa/bccw/registrationform].
For further information contact Ian Grant,
VSA President at <ian.grant@aapt.net.au>.

November 2007

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Women’s Scholarship and Award
The Australian Women Pilots’ Association awards
a Soaring Scholarship, donated by Air BP, each
year valued at $500 on a dollar for dollar basis
to assist a sailplane pilot to enhance cross-country skills providing funds to cover retrieval costs.
Applicants must be a permanent resident of
Australia, hold a Silver C Badge and a current
Glider Medical Certificate/Declaration. AWPA
membership is not a requirement and the scholarship is open to female and male pilots. The
closing date for entry is 31 January annually.
For your application contact coordinator
Michelle Lappin, ‘Pinevale’, 575 Old Melbourne
Road, Traralgon VIC 3844. Phone 03 51741661
or email <aerialextras@gipps.net.au>.
The Australian Women Pilots’ Association
also presents a gliding award annually for the
most meritorious flight carried out during the
previous year, or an outstanding contribution
to the advancement of gliding in Australia. This
consists of a trophy and personal memento
(Albatross). Again, membership of AWPA is not
a requirement. The closing date is 31 December
annually. If you wish to nominate a person
for this award please contact Michelle Lappin,
03 51741661 or 0407 839238 or write/email
to her at the above address.

Omarama to Host World
Gliding Championships
The eyes of the aviation sporting world will be on
Omarama on 19 to 24 December when 20 of the
sport’s elite pilots from around the globe will compete for the FAI World GP Gliding Championship.
Since the first event in the FAI World GP
Gliding Series, also held in Omarama in January
2006, pilots have competed in seven other events
in countries around the globe to earn a place in
the World finals and the right to compete for the
title of World champion.
The six days of intense competition will see
high speed aerial battles of strategy, courage and
skill as the pilots race head-to-head through the
challenging skies above New Zealand’s spectacular Southern Alps. Travelling at speeds of up to
300km/h, often just metres above the mountain
ridges and hostile terrain, the competitors are
sometimes just a wing’s breadth apart from each
other. Despite the huge distances covered in each
race, the finishes can be nail-bitingly close with
split second decisions deciding the outcome.
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HAPPENED
RECENTLY ON
AN AIRFIELD
Martin Feeg

Bruce Taylor

The FAI World GP Gliding Championships
will be seen live by viewers around the world
using the latest in TV and internet technologies
on [www.airsportslive.com]. The combined power
of these technologies will produce a milestone in
television sports coverage as one of the world’s
most sophisticated outside broadcast projects.
The coverage will include real-time 3D graphics to explain complex race strategies. Multiple
mini-cams placed in cockpits will ensure the
viewer is in the middle of dramatic action. Special
stabilised helicopter camera systems will provide
dramatic air-to-air coverage while teams of expert
sports commentators will cover each race.
The FAI World GP Gliding Championship
will feature pilots from New Zealand, Australia,
Germany, France, Poland, Russia, UK, Slovakia
and South Africa. It will take place at Omarama

He just wanted to get home. His comrades
awaited his return. Although the weather
was poor, to say the least, they knew he
wouldn’t give in. At last SAR was raised
since hope was fading, together with the
daylight. Two days later the wreck was
found and the air-crash investigation report
stated ‘impact not survivable’. For the time
and area, the National Bureau of Meteorology advised that an intensifying squall line
later developed into a front.
Close shave? Yes, but how often does
it happen? Skirting around the storm cell,
or pushing through a veil of rain, flying into
murky or smoky airmass is a recipe for accidents. It has happened even to top pilots:
Klaus Holighaus’s fatality is thought to be
just such a scenario.
Safe soaring.

airfield on 19 to 24 December, with racing
on each day, weather permitting.
Australia will be represented by Bruce
Taylor, while Terry Cubley will be a referee.
For further information, visit
[www.gpgliding.com].

Soar the New Zealand Alps!
Gavin Wills Mountain Soaring School
GlideOmarama.com
Season: October to March
Personalised soaring adventures and courses
Exciting soaring, glorious country!
All information and contacts:

Photo: Kerrie Claffey

GFA News

www.glideomarama.com
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Soaring in Central Queensland
Noel Matthews

SOME TIME LATE IN MAY EACH YEAR, WE HOOK
ON THE VAN AND HEAD NORTH TO GRACEMERE,
WHICH IS ABOUT FIVE MINUTES OUT OF
ROCKHAMPTON. WEARING SHORTS BEATS
RUGGING UP FOR WINTER AT HOME!
Mark Fox landing the IS28, ‘CQF’ with the G103 in the foreground

O
Ian Perkins, QGA president (front seat) and Alan McMaster
in the IS28

Driving the winch was Mike Green. He lives on the field
in his large motor home, keeps the field maintained
and does a lot of winch driving
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ut for a walk one evening,
who should I bump into
but a former Balaklava pilot
I hadn’t seen for over 10 years.
Peter Pledger had moved north, now lives
at Gracemere and instructs with the Central
Queensland Gliding Club.
So the following weekend Peter drove
me to the field the club owns at Dixalea.
This is south of Dululu, on the road to
Biloela some 90km out of Rocky. The club
celebrated its 30th birthday in 2003, and in
2005 renamed the field ‘McMaster Airfield’.
This was to honour a club stalwart and
founding member – and Alan McMaster is
currently president, CFI again, and ground
engineer, etc, etc.
A single strip about a mile long is set
to a prevailing ESE wind. Two single drum
winches are used, with one stationed permanently at each end. At each take-oﬀ point
a fixed shelter shed takes the place of a pie
cart. Winch signalling is by radio, and an old
ute is used to tow out the hard wire cable.
The club operates an IS28 and G103,
with a single-seater in its box waiting for
pilots to fly it. These are housed in a hangar
along with a Libelle and Dimona, with
space for a couple of trailers and two airfield
vehicles. This hangar was a former chook
shed bought from a neighbouring farm for
$3500, refurbished, made a foot or so taller,

and re-erected. The original hangar contains four assorted gliders and a number of
ultralights. Other hangars on the field hold
several privately owned aircraft including
a Ventus CM, G103, etc.
I was struck be two call-signs. Motorfalke VH-GBH (watchers of TV cop
shows will know what that stands for) and
Blanik VH-GPS (now that one should never
get lost!)
By lunchtime the cu’s were starting to
pop. Chris Woolley launched in the Ventus
CM, and then we started launching the
IS28 and G103.
I flew in the G103 with Peter Pledger.
This aircraft, in excellent condition and a
delight to fly, was purchased second hand
in Europe. Quickly at 4000ft, we called
up Chris, who obligingly headed back to
the field and joined us in a thermal for a
session of air to air photography. (Well we
did have to use a lot of airbrake to get down
to him, initially).
A couple of Sundays later, Peter and
I again headed out to the field. A stiﬀ
crosswind kept the temperature down,
and restricted the ’28 to circuits. Gliding Queensland president Ian Perkins had
arrived for a visit, and after a check on the
winch took a number of friends for TIFs.
I had a quick circuit with Peter Van Acker,
and didn’t even bother to take the camera.
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The airfield sign and winch at the hangar end

Mark Fox, who drives three-and-a-quarter hours from Mackay to Rockhampton, in the IS28 for a check ride,
with Peter Pledger in the back

Photos: Noel Matthews

Still, with no cloud cover the scenery was
good to look at!
If anyone is holidaying in the Rockhampton area, give the club a ring (number
in the Yellow Pages) and pay them a visit.
And yes, we’ve booked a caravan site again
for next year.

Aerial view of the CQGC airfield

Weather Station
Wind, rain,
temperature,
humidity,
barometer,
plus more…
Also available:
Windsocks and frames,
handheld weather meters.
Australian Agent
for Davis Instruments.

ECOWATCH

Ask for your
FREE catalogue.

Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive
Kilsyth VIC 3137
Phone: (03) 9761 7040 Fax: (03) 9761 7050
email: <davis@ecowatch.com.au>
web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au]
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THE DENI COMP
Peter Lissenburg
THE DAYS ARE GETTING
LONGER AND A NEW
SEASON APPROACHES.
TIME TO REMEMBER THE
Hughbert before breakfast (above) and
after breakfast (left), in the tandem with Alex

FUN OF LAST SEASON.

W

inter has been a time to remember
the flying from last season. At least
for some – for me it was a bit of a
rest time. Too much to do and too
little time to get current again. So I would
spend the early summer working and being
on the ground during the Deni Comp.
As usual the organisation with the locals
went well, with lots of encouragement and
some more sponsorships. This all sounded
good, it should get better, however…
BEFORE IT ALL BEGAN

We wanted it to be bigger and better. So
eight days and lots of flying. Out in the hot
dusty paddock with lots of pilots having
fun. Getting sunburnt, dehydrated and eating flies. Tossed by dust devils and racked
with the worry of which direction to land.
Flying high and far, further than last time.
Well, now I know 10 of my friends are
as mad as me. Because that’s all who wanted
to come.
A look at the budget posed the question, “Do I want to fork out cash to a bunch
of my mad mates to do an eight-day comp with
10 pilots?” Sorry guys, I’m broke! Well, too
broke for that lunacy. So apply the razor and
cut it back to what we can aﬀord. So the
Deni Comp is now four days. A number
were disappointed by the cut-back, but
then a few found that they could now find
the time and come. So a total of 14 pilots
gathered at the Deniliquin Golf Club, to
be welcomed by the local representatives.

The task commitee’s indecision
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WHEN IT DID BEGIN

We where three tow teams. With a pair
of the pilots being Peter and Marlies Eicher
flying as ‘Either Eicher’ making a total
of 13 places.
Becky was driving for Beavo, Either
Eicher, Steve Whalley and Stewart Dennis.
Jo Cooper driving for Andy Phillips, John
Duﬃeld, Mike Grimes, Hugh Alexander
and Noel Bear. Peter Lissenburg drove for
Birgit Svens, Andrew Taylor, Roger Burrows
and Quinn Cornwell, with Wes Hill, our
scorer, joining us on the Saturday.
The idea of the comp was to have fun,
so with teams mixed with Open, Race and
Floater, the best course was one with all
turnpoints and goals to share the same path,
this was the case on all days.

In Race Class Mike Grimes did well
by reaching goal and then continuing on
to land at the Open goal. His time to that
goal was, looking at the track log, about two
hours 20 minutes.
In Floater Class Stewart Dennis was also
missing a start time, but flew to the Floater
goal and then continued on to land at the
Race goal. Also in Floater was Quinn Cornwell from the central prairies of Canada.
Not having done much by the way of crosscountry before, this fun comp was ideal for
him. On this first day he left the paddock
low, with one tow, proceeded to climb to a
personal best of 4500ft, then flew 10km to
another PB. The rough thermals had him a
little on edge, but he hung on and flew higher and further the next day, as we shall hear.

D AY ON E

D AY T W O

Day one was blowing SW, with a forecast
base somewhere near 6000ft. The task
committee selected a short, simple task,
downwind to turnpoint 267. For a total of
37.2km to the Floater goal, Open and Race
first turnpoint. Then the Race goal was at
turnoint 269 for a total of 51.2km. The
Open Class proceeded to goal at TP 277
with 68.7km.
I think everyone left the paddock with
only one tow. All apart from Hughy, who left
the paddock via the gate with more parts to
his glider, as some had divided upon impact!
He was okay, but waving to the attractive
journalist taking pictures had not been wise.
This led to an ‘action’ shot appearing
in the following issue of the local paper.
Beavo won the day with for Open Class,
three others following him in. Either Eicher,
Peter in this case, about six minutes 30
seconds slower, Andrew Taylor about 16
minutes slower. John Duﬃeld was missing
a start time on his track log and so got the
start time of the open window which left
him with a time of three hours 32 minutes.
Must check track log set-up before launch!

The trough line is still a way oﬀ over SA.
This was going to make day three more
interesting, however, day two was a light
southerly, but with a northerly supposed
to pick up later. The task committee chose
an interesting task, sort of an inverted ‘J’
with turnpoints for each class at the corners. Simple navigation, downwind for the
Floater and first leg of the Race and Open,
then crosswind and the final leg for the
Open upwind.
Marlies was the ‘Either Eicher’ to fly this
day, but on returning to land after her first
tow, she was dumped by a thermal passing
through. Quite a bit of dust left the paddock
upon her arrival. So, winded somewhat from
this, she decided to rest out the day. Peter
decided to fly and found that a bit of asymmetrical tuning had occurred on the glider.
One way it turned real good, but the other?
Or flying straight? Pete did really good flying
most of the way around the course. Quinn,
did his second cross-country, and another
PB of 25km to win the day for Floater.
Becky, knowing that Open goal was on the
Conargo/Hay road, and that most of the
team had rounded the last turnpoint, saved
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a good chunk on the driving by driving
straight to goal in time to plant a windsock
and watch Steve Whalley, then Beavo and
also Mike Grimes on a Shark, land in the
Open goal. Two in a row for Mike!
Back in the paddock, Roger Burrows
bent a keel on his Airborne Blade, went back
to Deni to get a Sting, came back, set-up
and got a tow at 5pm to still fly 52km before
landing at 7pm. Well done, Roger!
D AY T H R E E

Weather was a highlight of the day. The
course line was down to the SW, Open
goal at 86.4km and Race at 59.7km. As
it turned out, no one in the Floater Class
got out of the paddock and Mike in Race
dropped short of the Race goal! But again
Steve Whalley got to the Open goal first,
followed closely by Andy Phillips. Noel
Bear and Beavo were not far away, with
John Duﬃeld, Andrew Taylor and Wes Hill
on the Wakool road. While packing up, the
sky was one massive storm cell coming from
the direction of the paddock. Gust fronts
with lightning picked up dust – or was that
smoke? It was a great display, but a bit of a
worry for the fire risk. Talking to the Rural
Fire Service the next day, it turned out there
where no fires.
D AY F O U R

This day was just a lot of fun. It started
with a free breakfast as you’ll read later. The
weather in the paddock was very interesting: The trough had moved only a little
closer, but we where getting more and earlier
overdevelopment. There was a very light and
occasional NE wind, but it often blew in
other random directions. There was heavy
high cloud to the SW, but good looking cu’s
to the east. Do we push a probable headwind on the first leg, to get to the good sky,
or take chances sending the field to the SW
into shaded territory? Having floaters go into
a headwind was not a good idea…
As we contemplated things, Hughy got
going in the tandem with Alex as a passenger. We watched him launch into a NE wind
and then land into a NW wind… then into
a SW and then… Well, at least he had windsocks. How about leaving the paddock and
landing in this without windsocks? Yeah,
it’s possible, but could be painful or break
an upright or… aargh… this isn’t fun! So in
the spirit of fun, we canned the day’s comp!
(Is that a first?)
Wes, Roger and Mike Grimes flew. They
climbed out and stayed up until the wind
had settled into a steady NE, so the landing
turned out to be okay. Roger reported good
climbs and 7000ft, so it was still a good day’s
flying for them. Everyone had fun. This was
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the last day of the comp.
Only four days, but fun
– what more can you ask for?
SOCIAL OCCASIONS?

How about being taken for a free
breakfast on a house boat? Or the free
breakfast in ‘Bronti’s’, one of the Deni’s
many cafés?
Then there was the BBQ presentation on
New Year’s Eve. It was all fun! But the cake
was taken by the locals who oﬀered to feed
us breakfast at their place and even transport
us up the river from the Riverside caravan
park – on two house boats. It turned out,
the second boat was a ‘party barge’ to take
the overflow. We were picked up at 8am,
just outside the tent, had a tour of the river
and then docked at Richard and Pat’s home
on the river, members of the bike club who
all together put on breakfast. Some brought
eggs and bacon, others fruit juice and yet
others bread, tea and coﬀee. All messing in
to get it done. What a spread! The hospitality was fantastic. Talk, eat, laugh and then
the pilot briefing for the morning. Hand out
hats and day prizes, do the weather and back
to the river for the trip back, arriving at the
caravan park at precisely 10 o’clock. Gee,
on time, we never get things done like that!
Well done, Deni! Now oﬀ to the flying…

Noel Bear towing up,
with the hat safely stowed

The Deni Comp at the BBQ

T H E F I N A L P R E S E N TAT I O N

We had a barbecue for the presentation –
out the back of the Golf Club, lovely green
grass, big barbecue and a bunch of happy
pilots, family and friends. It was New Year’s
Eve and we overcatered of course. Never
send hungry people oﬀ to do the salad shopping. The Skywhallies team did the prep.
A good meal was had by all, although
one sausage short due to a local Kookaburra.
Drink and beer aplenty and then the trophies (rather unique ones, if I may say so).

The men of the family sorting out the weaklink

FLOATER CLASS

1
2

Stewart Dennis
Quinn Cornwell

RACE CLASS

1
2
3

Mike Grimes
Roger Burrows
Birgit Svens

OPEN CLASS

1
2
3

Alan Beavis
Steve Whalley
Andy Philips

The Grace Cavanagh Encouragement
Award was presented to Quinn Cornwell.
We would like to thank our sponsors,
Moyes Hang Gliders, Airborne Windsports,
Freedom Airsports, Deniliquin Chamber
of Commerce, Deniliquin Shire Council
and the Deniliquin Golf Club for the use
of their facilities.
The Deni Comp 2007 is getting closer, for details
see [www.sensair.com/hanggliding/denicomp].
The trophies
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Gathering of the Moths

AUSTRALIA

VGA Annual Rally

17 to 18 November 2007

Mystic Cup
November 2007 to March 2008
Bright, VIC. B, various weekends. Director: Peter
Broughton, Barney Henry. 30km, 5km, 90 min, 20%.

Canungra HG Summer Series

5 to 13 January 2008

Mt Beauty, VIC. Flyers of all denominations are,
once again, invited to fly the sheltered Kiewa Valley,
at the foot of the picturesque Victorian Alps. Full
range of accommodation available. Contact Mark
Ghirardello 03 57544572 or 0409 544572.

Gulgong Classic 2007

November 2007 to June 2008

18 to 24 November 2007

Canungra, QLD. Sundays only, 10 rounds. Contact:
Rod Stead. 20km, 2km, 60min, 10% with 30% FTV.

Gulgong airfield. This is a AA and CIVL cat 2 comp.
The entry fee is $135, plus towing fees of $265.
Total cost is $400. Competitors must be proficient
at aerotow launching and suitably rated for
inland cross-country. For details, on line entry and
payments got to [www.gulgongclassic.com].

Vintage Gliders Australia
Melbourne Cup Regatta
3 to 6 November 2007
Raywood, VIC. The third Melbourne Cup VGA Regatta
is on and this time bigger than ever! Bendigo GC
has had a major upgrade, doubling the size of the
clubhouse. On field camping, showers, toilets, kitchen
and meals are available at reasonable cost. Local pub
meals and accommodation are nearby, and all the
tourist attractions of Bendigo are just 32km away.
Winch, aerotow, autotow and reverse pulley launches,
and some limited hangarage, should be available.
Come and enjoy fun and friendship while you dust
off the winter cobwebs and experience gliding in
the wide open spaces! Contact Dave Goldsmith
<hutter17@bigpond.com>, ph: 03 54283358 or just
turn up. Website [www.bendigogliding.org.au/].

Queensland PG Championships
24 to 25 November 2007
Various, QLD. B. Director/Organiser: Andrew and Wendy
Horchner, Conondale Club, Fly Killarney Inc, Toowoomba
(Wicked Wings Club) and Canungra HG Club.

27 December ’07 to 1 January 2008
Benalla airfield, VIC. All Welcome. Relaxed competition
suited to all levels of experience. Contact John Millott
<john_millott@hotmail.com> or ph: 0429 147462.

Inaugural Forbes Race & Rally
28 December ’07 to 2 January 2008

Various, SA. B. David George. Simplified AUS GAP
to allow for small number of pilots. Only speed and
distance points to be awarded.

NSW State Gliding
Championships 2007
11 to 18 November 2007
Lake Keepit SC. Multi-classes for the competitive and
Club Class, a relaxed and supportive environment
for newer pilots and older non-competitive aircraft.
A picturesque site with lots of varied terrain – the
lake, Mt Kaputar ranges, river valleys, the Pilliga scrub
and plenty of classic flatlands. FLARM or equivalent
will be mandatory. We hope to make this a very
enjoyable experience for you. Limit of 60 gliders,
last time oversubscribed, so get in early. See [www.
keepitsoaring.com]. Contact <dave@shorter.net>.

Narromine Cup Week
18 to 24 November
Narromine Aerodrome, NSW. The best fun week of
flying in Australia. Open to all for flying, a range
of interesting seminars, great social nights, and
coaching by NSW coaches. If you are planning to
attend then please advise to help with tug numbers,
and book your accomodation soon. Contacts: Beryl
Hartley, ph: 02 68892733 or email Mal via [www.
narromineglidingclub.com.au]. Join in the fun for
the 11th Narromine Cup Week.

Waikerie Coaching Week
5 to 12 January 2008
Waikerie, SA, with Ingo Renner. One-week coaching
clinic, free of charge, staged by the SA coaching
panel during the January holiday season. For
booking, accommodation or hiring gliders please
contact the Waikerie GC directly at <wgc@riverland.
net.au> or ph: 08 85412644. For further details
contact Bernard Eckey (head coach for SA & NT) ph:
08 84492871 or email: <eckey@internode.on.net>.

Victorian State Gliding
Championships 2008

GCV Christmas Competition

SA HG State Titles, 2007
10 to 11, 24 to 25 November 2007
and 8 to 9 December 2007

Bordertown, SA. The annual rally is on again. This
year should be better than ever with some interesting
new vintage aircraft and more overseas visitors
hoping to attend. The legendary hospitality of the
Bordertown-Keith Gliding Club, and the fantastic
summer thermals, make this an event not to be
missed! For more details contact Ian Patching on ph:
03 94383510 or email <patching@westnet.com.au>.
Website [www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.au].

Hosted by Moyes Gliders, open to any pilot who
orders a new Moyes glider, picked up at the factory
in 12/07. More a tuning/training seminar to get
dialled into your new glider before the comps.
Max. 30 pilots, no entry fee, just tow fees. Tow
out of Forbes for a couple of days then, weather
permitting, set goal to another designated town.
Tow out of there for two days and move on again.
Gerolf and Jonny to host this event. Contact: Vicki
Cain, ph: 02 93164644, [www.moyes.com.au].

Deniliquin 2007/08
28 December 2007 to 1 January 2008
Deniliquin, NSW. B. Contact: Hugh Alexander and
Peter Lissenburg.

Great Eastern Fly-In
28-31 December 2007
For Flying, Fun, Sun and Surf, join us for this
year’s Great Eastern at the Evans Head Memorial
Aerodrome, northern NSW. Air displays, adventure
flights, shuttle bus, beaches, classic film night,
Sunday market and more. See you there! Ph: Gai
Taylor 0427 825202, <gaitaylor@exemail.com.au>.

Maurie Bradney Week
29 December ‘07 to 5 January 2008
Hosted by Waikerie Gliding Club. Incorporating the
2007 SA State Gliding Competition. Entry form and
details will be posted on WGC website in October.

5 to 12 January 2008
Hosted by the GCV at Benalla. Four-class competition:
Open, 15m, Standard and Sports. A great opportunity
to get some competition fine-tuning, as the championships is on a week prior to the Temora Multi-class,
only three-and-a-half hours away. Limited to 42
gliders, entry $250, but a discount of $60 applies
if registered before 30 November, 2007. Details
available at [www.glidingclub.org.au/competition/
state2008/] or ph: Phil Henderson 0418 511557.

2008 Corryong Cup
6 to 12 January 2008
Practice/rego: Sat. 5th, Court House Hotel 6pm,
70 pilots max. Enter online [www.corryongcup.com],
$120 before 1 December, $20 late fee, incl. T-shirt,
info kit, map and presentation dinner. Organisers:
Newcastle HG Club. Open & Floater Classes. GPS, GAP05 scoring, B sanction. Mt Elliott offers great crosscountry soaring with spectacular alpine surrounds.
The usual relaxed and friendly social environment,
free camping by the Murray River, lots of prizes,
fun and enjoyment. Cross-country flight tutoring/
mentoring by experienced comp pilots on offer.
This is a great first comp or warm-up for Bogong
Cup. Requirements: Current HGFA int. with inland
experience or equivalent, UHF radio and repacked
reserve. Contact: Wendy Herman 0411 772221.

Forbes Flatlands Nationals ’08
3 to 10 January 2008
Cat 2 – AAA. Registration/practice: 2 January.
Presentation: 13 January. Contact: Vicki Cain,
ph: 02 93164644, [www.moyes.com.au].

20th Bogong Cup 2008
12 to 19 January 2008
Mt Beauty, VIC. AAA Cat 2 event. Registration:

GFA National Coaching Program 2007/08
DATE

EVENT

LEAD COACHES

CONTACT NAME

E MAIL AND PHONE NUMBER

3-6 November

Melbourne Cup long weekend Bendigo VIC

Dave Wilson

18-24 November
24-25 November
24-30 November
9-15 December

Narromine Cup Coaching
Coaching Weekend
Gold for Soaring Pilots
JoeyGlide Coaching

Narromine NSW
Stonefield SA
Benalla VIC
Gawler SA

Peter Buskens
Ross McLean
Bernard Eckey
Graham Garlick
Paul Mander

Gawler SA

Paul Mander
Bernard Eckey
Glenyce Francis
Ian Grant

Dave Wilson
Phil Organ
Peter Buskens
Ross McLean
Bernard Eckey
Graham Garlick
Paul Mander
Nick Gilbert
Paul Mander
Nick Gilbert
Bernard Eckey
Glenyce Francis
Ian Grant

Dave Wilson

Dave Wilson

<dwjcra@ozemail.com.au>, 03 98360683
03 5435 3665
<pbuskens@melbpc.org.au>, 03 53671050
<rossmcl@bigpond.net.au>, 0438 532760
<eckey@internode.on.net>, 0412 981204
<birdmanoz@bigpond.com>, 03 95895944
<paul@mander.net.au>, 0417 447974
<CirrusC2@internode.on.net>, 0419 412772
<paul@mander.net.au>, 0417 447974
<CirrusC2@internode.on.net>, 0419 412772
<eckey@internode.on.net>, 0412 981204
<glenycefrancis@hotmail.com>, 0439 551610
<ian.grant@auspost.com.au>, 03 98771463
or 0418 271767
<dwjcra@ozemail.com.au>, 03 98360683
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16-22 December JoeyGlide
5-12 January
26 Jan – 2 Feb
26 Jan – 1 Feb

PLACE

SA Coaching Week
Waikerie SA
Australian Women in Gliding Week Temora NSW
Basic Cross-country Week
Horsham VIC
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7:30pm sharp. HQ TBA on website. Strictly max 80
pilots. Min. rating int. with inland experience. Entry
$220 if paid before 10 December 2007, $240 thereafter. Open, Kingpost, Floater & Female categories in
addition to Joel Rebecchi, Andrew Mull sportsman
award & this year:Special anniversary suprises and
novelty prizes. Heaps of social events, great flying.
GPS, radio, parachute and a passion for flying mandatory. Web info [www.xcflight.com], email <info@
xcflight.com> or ph: Carol Binder 0429 403606.

Australian Multi-class Gliding
Championships 2008
14 to 25 January 2008
Temora Airfield, NSW. Held in the centre of some of
the best soaring country in Australia. Hosted by Temora
GC. Entry fee $300, late entry $350 after 30 November
2007. Entries limited to 60 gliders. Contact: Geoff
King 02 69774424 or email Tom Gilbert <tnjgilbert@
internode.on.net>, [www.multiclass.joeyglide.com.au/].

Killarney Classic Nationals
2008
26 January to 2 February
Killarney, QLD. AAA. Director: Brian Shepherd,
Organiser: Wendy Horchner. 40km, 5km, 90min, 20%.

2008 XC Open World Series
9 to 16 February 2008
Manilla, NSW. First event of the 2008 Series. These
unique FAI Cat 2 (C) events are designed to provide
almost unlimited opportunity to fly XC in safe
locations every day, unlike goal task comps where
headwinds and difficult routes can result in a pilot
only flying a few hours over a whole week. Pilots
can launch from the four Mt Borah astro-turfed
pads whenever they like, no pressure. Re-flights are
permitted from bomb-outs (even 20km away!), and
a variety of open distance task options are given.
This includes make your own turnpoints as you fly, to
maximise the effect of any wind changes. Previous
Manilla events have seen over two thirds of all
pilots end the week with PBs, including some of the
top pilots! Open to pilots with at least 20 hours XC
experience and classes for DVH1-2, Serial, Open,
Ladies and Teams (with bonus factors). Standard
for this World Series and a first for Australia, a
paramedic will be on launch each day. Entry of €130
(approximately A$200) includes unlimited Basher
rides, T-shirt, Manilla Sky Sailors site fee (refund if
pilot already has the annual sticker), welcome and
presentation party, prizes, expert XC weather and
safety briefings by Godfrey Wenness. A retrieve
service is available as an optional extra. Entry and
more information via [www.xcopen.org].

NSW State Titles
23 February to 1 March
Manilla, NSW. A. Organiser: Monica Barret. 50km,
5km, 90min, 10% with 20% FTV.

Bright 321
Round 1: 23 to 25 February
Round 2: 26 February to 1 March
Bright, VIC. AAA. Organiser: Carol Binder,
Director: Karl Texler. 35km, 5km, 90min, 20%.

Dalby Big Air 2008
9 to 15 March
Dalby, QLD. AA. Organiser: Nick Purcell, Director:
Annie Crerar. 50km, 5km, 90min, 20% with 20% FTV.
International events can be found
at [http://events.fai.org/].

[Note: GAP parameters, where listed in the above
events, are: bomb-out distance (minimum scoring
distance), nominal distance (minimum task length),
nominal time (minimum expected winners time),
and goal percentage (nominal percentage in goal).]
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Letters to the Editors
Safety Seminar and
Flying in Gaggles
Many thanks to the GFA for putting on the
recent safety seminar that many of us attended.
I think that quite a lot of pilots would have
walked away thinking that flying in gaggles
is akin to being a temporary Australian.
Those, too, were my initial thoughts; however, I think that in the example shown to us
the easiest preventative factor would have been
maintaining vertical separation while in the
stack. If something like FLARM could do this then
I think more of us would feel a lot more comfortable flying in gaggles (as is needed in comps and
cross-country training). From what many of us
know in the non-FLARM State of WA, FLARM,
as it currently operates, is not set up to be an
effective preventer of mid-airs in gaggles. any
people I have spoken to are concerned that
FLARM is just another distraction, diverting our
attention from proper lookout, and may give us
a false sense of security.
The 3D display projected onto the screen
using points plotted from the dataloggers looked
quite specky, however, I think it would be much
more useful if these points could be separately
plotted in two-dimensions so that approximate
(accepting the limited accuracy of the GPS
loggers for this type of thing) course lines for
each glider could be plotted in vertical and horizontal planes.
The accident reviewed was no doubt due to
a number of factors, however I suspect that the
temptation of lower pilots, climbing faster than
higher pilots and wanting to core up through
the middle might possibly have been a factor.
Thanks to the GFA for bringing this issue
to our attention and we look forward to ongoing
education from the GFA on this subject.
Michael Derry, WA

• • •

gliding movement do get great support from
men in the movement, but we could do with a
little more in this area. It should not be socially
acceptable to make statements like Martin’s
– even if it seems trivial and no harm is meant,
it is damaging. It is easy to make this mistake,
to continue the joke, to feel part of the group.
Everybody in the movement needs to be
conscious of the subtle messages we send out
that might exclude or stereotype women. While
the sport is so male dominated, we need to be
particularly sensitive to this and do what we can
to help women feel they belong and are viewed
as equally capable of being excellent pilots.
Safe Soaring.
The ladies from [http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/women-soaring/]
Martin Feeg replies:
Dear ladies,
as you said I have crashed and burned. I am
so sorry to cause such havoc: It was not at all
my intention.
A ‘Ladies’ Landing’ refers to flipping the
taildragger over its nose and onto its back
– something that happened regularly in the
pre-WWII times, owing to the rough paddocks
and more critical behaviour of the aircraft.
Since it is a specific manoeuvre, like a ground
loop, it does not refer to the gender of the pilot.
It appears I have been around aviation too
long and had too many pints with pilots who
have eyewitnessed those days.
I am very upset at having paid so little attention to the fact that the term can be misread and
sincerely apologise for any distress or ill-feeling
I may have inadvertently caused. Safe Soaring.

It Happened Recently
On An Airfield
So, if a ‘Ladies’ Landing’ means you crash and
burn, then perhaps Martin has just made one!
A big faux pas with the lady pilots reading our
magazine. Quite a few female pilots were surprised to read Martin’s recent blurb.
What exactly is a ‘Ladies’ Landing’? We all
get the connotation – the pilot did ‘limp away
painfully’. It might be meant in fun, but it does
subtly perpetuate the myth that women are more
likely to make poor landings. Usually Martin’s
anecdotes are relevant and important reminders,
as was this one. We all appreciate reading what
Martin has to say, so it’s a shame about the
comment on women.
We talk regularly about what has happened
to our member base, and particularly our female
member base. Martin isn’t the only guy who
might make a comment like this. The problem
is that some women are put off gliding because
of this sort of viewpoint. The women in the

The highlight of the October long weekend air pageant
at Narromine was the arrival and departure of the Historical
Aircraft Restoration Society’s (HARS) Lockheed Super
Constellation, ‘Connie’, piloted by Captain Ross Kelly. Ross was
a former tugmaster with the Southern Cross Gliding Club at
Camden. He is pictured with another former SCGC tuggie, Greg
Ackman, a member of HARS and one of its major sponsors.
Greg will be taking a team of engineers to the USA this
month to take possession of a Convair, which, after extensive
restoration work, will be brought to Australia
Photo: Anne Elliott
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HGFA General Manager’s Report
Board Election Results
The Board election process for 2008-2010 is now
finalised with results posted on the web from
1 October. A total of 15 nominees stood for election.
Members were provided a postal ballot form with
return paid postage in the September Soaring
Australia issue. Votes were received until 4pm,
Friday 28 September. In all 266 votes were returned.
Results are below, with the elected Committee listed
on the left in alphabetical order. The new Board
Elect will take up their positions in April 2008.
Successful Nominees
Non-successful
to Board positions
nominees:
for 2008-2010 term:
• ALVAREZ, Javier
• DOWER, Peter
• COFFEY, Paul
• FOX, Matt
• CRAMER, Don
• LITHGOW, Rob
• DENIS, Caroline
• ROGERS, Chris
• MITSOS, Mark
• VONDERWALL,
• MOYES, Bill
Chris (Cyclops)
• POLIDANO, Andrew
• WHITE, Geoff
• WEBB, Brian
• WILLIAMS, Rick

State Associations Meeting
How well do you know your State Association and
what it does on your behalf? Have you wondered how
the State fees are derived at and how, once collected,
under which criteria they are distributed?
Members often pose queries relating to State
Associations. Most are uncertain of what State Associations do and often do not know how their State
body can assist in projects relating to flying sites and
pilot development programs. To address these and
other issues relating to State Associations, a meeting
was called with representation from each State Association. Also invited to this meeting was a representative from the PICO Association.
The PICO group currently represents half of
all motorised paragliders throughout Australia. Its
membership is too small and too spread out to have
separate clubs within the respective states. With a
small contingent of members in each state, they feel
under-represented at State Association level and
have therefore formed their own National Association, and wish to be recognised as a body equivalent to the State Associations within the HGFA.
Bringing the State representatives together
provided opportunity to share knowledge and experiences relating to the roles they each perform and the
issues that confront them in their respective states.
Naturally, many of the issues were the same. It was
apparent, however, that there is a difference in how
the respective associations see their role in relation
to the HGFA and how they manage their funds and
represent their respective State memberships.
The meeting acknowledged that the HGFA
membership was undergoing a change away from a
predominance of hang gliding to a new dominance in
paragliding and that there is a significant contingent
of motorised pilots within the HGFA who aren’t gaining benefits from current State Association policies.
Also recognised was that the link between HGFA and
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State Association objectives is tenuous at best, primarily due to not working as a joint organisation. All
representatives agreed that by committing to future
joint meetings, a much improved direction could be
established between the states, providing better support to the HGFA and benefit to its members.
Naturally much of the weekend’s discussion
related to State fees and their use. Although the
HGFA collects fees on behalf of the State Association, the fees are set and distributed as seen fit by
the State with no direction or influence from the
HGFA. The manner of distribution is markedly different in each State. The manner in which the fees are
set also varies between states, often without a process to determines the figure. Also uncovered was
the extent to which some states successfully acquire
funding from other sources. Sharing this knowledge
between the various Executives will hopefully
enable states which have not been so active or successful to secure ongoing external funding as well.
Reporting to membership was also discussed at
length and showed that some states provide member
reports, while others have little to no communication
back to their members. With all members of the HGFA
contributing to fees in their resident State, it is imperative that the State Association provides transparency
and reports to the membership on how those fees
are used and what developments, projects or achievements have been made as a result of the funding.
Discussion then steered to whether the current
State Association models were entirely conducive to
the promotion and development of the sport as a
whole across the country and what alternative models might provide better cover of all the issues raised.
During the course of the meeting, issues were listed
and potential model solutions highlighted. These
were built into a decision-matrix to document discussions and to use as a tool for ongoing reference. It
was generally agreed that the current State Association models do not meet all current member needs
and that the overall HGFA/State Association model
needs some review. It was also agreed that this work
is imperative to engage in due to the various internal
and external factors highlighted. As a result of this
realisation, the representatives made a commitment
to meet again in six months after discussing the content of this meeting with their other State Executives.
Delegates attending the next meeting would return
with the right to vote on behalf of their Executive

From left to right: Glen Bachelor (VHGPA), Rob Holmes
(HGAWA), Stephen Clarke (TASHPA), Javier Alvarez (NSW
HGA), Chris Fogg (GM), Bob Hayes (NQHGA), John Cresswell
(NQHGA), Greg Hollands (QHGA), Chris Vonderwall
(SAHGA), Jos Weemaes (PICO) Micael Porter (ACTHGPA)

• • • • • • • • •

regarding issues and direction relating to the issues
and models developed in the matrix.
In the meantime all members are encouraged
to get to know their respective State Association
and become familiar with what it does and how it
assists the development of the sport both at State and
National level. Minutes to this meeting, including presentations and copy of the matrix are posted at [www.
hgfa.asn.au/StateAssns/state_assn_meeting.htm].

Paramotor Straight Through Course
Some of you will be aware that the HGFA has been
trialling a program aimed to provide for members
who want to solely conduct motorised PG operations.
The current syllabus requires a minimum of 20 hours
flight time and 100 flights as pilot in command prior to
achieving a motorised endorsement. The endorsement
is also achievable with only a restricted pilot rating.
This poses two main issues:
1. Operations for Restricted pilots are limited to sites
where operations are directly supervised by a Duty
Pilot or Safety Officer, yet pilots who have a restricted
certificate and obtained a motorised endorsement have
been flying without the direct supervision of a Duty Pilot
or SO merely because they aren’t flying from formal
flying sites, but are generally flying alone in isolated areas
– which is why they got the motor in the first place.
2. Many of the pilots who have sought the motorised
endorsement simply don’t want to fly non-motorised.
They consider free flying (whether in calm or in thermic
air) a higher risk than flying calm morning or evening
air under motor. We therefore engaged in developing
a training path to cater for the members who haven’t
flown previously and who wish only to fly motorised
PGs The project started by considering what the current
requirement of 20 hours flying experience and 100 flights
was trying to achieve. If a replacement requirement could
be stated in terms of competency, then a student who
learns to pilot their aircraft quickly would not need to
accrue the 20 hours or 100 flights. Instead they would
need to demonstrate some level of pilot in command
without instructor input. To base the sequence of steps
on competency rather than static terms of time seemed
a more reasonable approach to training. However, the
intent was not to deviate too much from the current PG
syllabus either so as to allow the student to complete
motorised training, but at a later stage be able to gain
free flight conversion should they wish to do so. It was
also recognised that the requirement for flying under a
SO or Duty Pilot while being a restricted pilot needed
to be covered for motorised pilots. To this end a mentor
system was conceived where the student, having
completed their initial training, would be assigned a
mentor in their residential area and a requirement of
another 10 hours of mentor-overseen flying time while
working to consolidate the student’s pilot competencies.
The current position of this project is the review of the
mentor system. There have been some five trial pilots
progress through the ‘straight through’ training course.
For the most part this phase is documented and tested.
Four pilots have undergone mentoring by experienced
motorised PG pilots. The mentors have learnt from this
first experience and we have seen some cases this system
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will need to cater to. The system has proved its worth
and needs some finishing touches before its final
evaluation by the Safety and Ops committee then
implementation as a finished program.

Competitions
The 2007-08 comp season is now under way and
the season is looking to provide some excellent
opportunity to engage in the various events of the
Australian circuit. Already, the number of visiting
pilot applications has swelled the workload at the
HGFA office. For those of you new to competition
flying, the place to find information on dates and
locations for the various events held this summer
is the HGFA competition calendar at [www.hgfa.
asn.au/Competition/compcalendar.htm].
You may note on the calendar that for some
PG competitions the event has been split into
rounds. This was done to provide pilots with the
opportunity to gain more WPRS points in one season than previously possible. The last CIVL Plenary
meeting made a change to the number of tasks
required to validate a competition, reducing from
four to three completed tasks. The decision for
change was based on arguments that European
comps were often affected by bad weather and
only averaged three out of eight days being taskable. Therefore, so long as four task days were
required to validate the competition, the Europeans would likely run a number of non-validated
comps each season. This was seen as counterproductive to the sport. The change to validate a competition with three successful tasks provides new
opportunities to run shorter FAI-sanctioned comps
and gain WPRS points with as little as three successful tasks. Competitions in Australia require a
minimum of eight days for AA or AAA sanction.
The thought then came to segment a standard
Aussie comp into two FAI rounds, each being validated by having completed three tasks. Given the
generally good flyable weather in Australia (with
the exception of the last PG World championship in Manilla), we can now hold two separate
rounds (effectively two separate competitions) in
one eight-day standard AAA competition period
and use the combined results of both rounds to
achieve the winner of the AAA comp. From the FAI
perspective we’re running two distinctly separate
competitions which will receive scoring from both
round and pilots will gain WPRS points for each
round they flew in. This new approach is being
trialled this season and will need clear execution
during the running of the event to ensure its success – so it’s up to the organisers to show that
this can work.
In addition to this split comp trial is a
continuing trial in a new approach to competition scoring using FTV (Fixed Total Validity). My
understanding of how this scoring works is very
limited, but Tim Cummings, who has more or less
designed the system, has given me some info to
share with you all in an attempt to clarify the
mysterious calculation behind the scores FTV:
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First we must understand something about validity.
Hang gliding competitions using a GAP-like scoring
system have the concept of different validities for
different rounds. Validity is an attempt to devalue
the rounds where luck was more important than
skill. Validity provides the maximum possible score
a pilot could achieve. It is calculated on:
a. Average distance flown (too low means there
was not much thermal activity and you needed
luck to find them)
b. Time taken to reach goal (too low means
not enough thermals were required to get to
goal or a freak weather condition such as a
convergence or cloud street gave too much
assistance to those who happened to be in the
right place at the right time)
c. Launch conditions (if more pilots decide not to
launch for safety reasons (DNF) then the round
is devalued)
Fixed Total Validity: All competitions must ensure
that every pilot’s score is based on the same maximum total score the pilot could have achieved for
the GAP validity concept to be preserved. If a pilot’s
score from all flying rounds is being counted, then
this requirement is automatically satisfied. If pilots’
worst rounds are being dropped and all rounds
have the same validity, then if each pilot drops the
same number of rounds’ scores, this requirement
is also satisfied. If the rounds have different
validities, then it is the validity of the rounds
counted and not the number of rounds counted
that must total the same for all pilots. This concept
is called Fixed Total Validity. The FTV software does
this calculation automatically.
For those interested, it simply ranks your performance = score/validity for each round in order and
removes the worst performing scores until the target
validity of the remaining scores is reached (eg, 20%
less than the overall validity). It also drops partial
rounds so that the FTV is exactly equal for all pilots.
When dropping a partial round, the percentage of
the validity dropped and the percentage of the score
dropped must be the same. Eg, If a pilot wants to
drop 30% of a round with validity 800 in which he
scored 200, he drops a score by 200 x 30% = 60 out
of 800 x 30% = 240. This gives him a score of 140
out of 560 for the part of the round not dropped.

Paragliding Squad
Also being established this year by members of
the National PG Team is the initiation of a paragliding squad. Each member selected to fly as a
team member for the World championship holds
place on the National Team for two years until
the next selection process. Each are provided payment of their competition entry fee by the HGFA
– effectively a portion of your membership dollar.
The pilot is required to contract to the HGFA for
the privilege to fly as a National Team member.
This contract requires pilots train and present
themselves ready to fly for the competition, but
also makes a requirement on the team member to
provide something back to the membership.

Advertising – November 2007
Air Creation Australia
East Coast Financial Management
Eco Watch
Freedom Airsports
GFA Form 2
Glide Omarama
Gradient Paragliders
Lake Keepit Gliding Club
Microair Avionics
MT 03 – Skyranch
OAMPS
Parachutes Australia
Powerplay – Naja
Seedwings
TST 14M
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The current 2007-2009 National Team has
come up with the plan to form and support a PG
squad, thereby assisting upcoming pilots to obtain
positions on the National Team through the next
selection and to impart knowledge and technique
to squad members. This is a very positive step for
the sport, as it provides succession for the current team and establishes a campaign to achieve
greater results for Australia in the coming World
championship. For an overview how this squad
is to be formalised please read through this brief
sheet [www.hgfa.asn.au\\HGFA\\BOARD\\Board
Resources\\AustralianParaglidingSquad.doc].
If you would like to see your sport grow and
achieve higher success in the next World championship, please consider giving financial support
to the cause by sponsoring the team or squad
members. They need yours, your club’s and State’s
support to make this happen. If you can offer
sponsorship please call the me to discuss.
The current Australian National PG Team:
Craig Collins, Andrew Horchner, Craig Donnell,
Brian Webb, James Lawson, Viv Williams (placed
second female, Worlds 2007) and Heike Hamann.

Incidents/Accidents
Two reports are published on the web as there is
insufficient space to re-print them here. Both are
worth reading even if not engaged in the respective flying disciplines.
The first is a British report relating to a
paramotor fatality thought to have resulted
from the pilot conducting wingovers and spirals
which subsequently distorted the bars attaching the glider to the harness. The pilot was an
instructor with five years flying experience on
paramotors [www.hgfa.asn.au\\HGFA\\skysailor\\
Issues\\0711\\S4-2007ParamotorFatalityUK0907.pdf]. The other is an ATSB report relating
to three fatal microlight accidents in Australia,
brought together in a joint investigation relating
to the material strength of the aircraft [www.
hgfa.asn.au\HGFA\skysailor\Issues\0711\ATSBstructuralAnalysis.pdf].
Safe Flying.
HGFA GENERAL MANAGER

Chris Fogg
PO Box 258, Helensburgh NSW 2508
Ph/fax: 02 4294 9300, mob: 0417 766356
Email <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>
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GFA Executive Officer’s Report
The last month has been taken up with the prepato expect and what it can do for them.
Rohan Holtkamp – Rohan is a senior HGFA
ration for, and the aftermath of, the GFA Annual
member with over 20 years experience. He gave
General Meeting, Seminar, Annual Dinner and
a detailed description of how he developed his
Awards Night, Annual Board and Executive Meetings held at the Airport Motel and Convention
love of flying and how his HGFA flying school
has developed into one of the most successful
Centre, Attwood in Melbourne. My brain is reeling
in Australia.
from a combination of the meetings plus a nasty
The proceedings and dinner were graced by
little virus that was going round in Victoria, which
John Ashford’s magnificent fully rigged Phönix
also knocked the GFA Office Staff for six. If you
glider (registration to be VH-GRP) as an appropriwere having problems contacting the office or
ate backdrop.
having a delay in emails being answered in September, that was the reason. Hopefully, everyone
The Awards Dinner was attended by
is fully fit now, and my thanks to the office staff
over 80 guests, and the following members
were honoured:
who changed their shifts around to cover the gaps.
J.R. (Bob) Muller Award – Recognition
However, I have managed to write a brief précis of
of the most outstanding contribution in the
proceedings, utilising some information received
promotion of gliding in Australia: Adelaide
from Maurice Little, with the hope that there will
Soaring Club
more details available for next month’s edition.
The Hoinville Award – National or
The Annual General Meeting took little time
International Recognition for Contribution to
to complete as since the change in 2005 to the
Gliding (Operations): Colin Vassarotti
Articles of Association to bring GFA under the
Wally Wallington Awards – Sporting
Victorian Act as an Incorporated Association,
Contribution: Stow Kentish
the AGM only covers statutory requirements,
The special dinner
and there was no special business
speaker this year was
to be brought up. The Treasurer,
Michael Sommer – 2006
Ian Grant, presented the Financial
World Open Class chamStatement, the auditing of which
pion, German National
had been only completed the previous week, but showed that GFA
team member, winner of
achieved an operating surplus of
the pre-worlds 2007 in
just over $19 000 in the financial
Lüsse, Germany, second in
year 2006-07.
2001 Worlds, first in the
The seminar commenced with
1997 Junior Worlds, ranked
President, Daryl Connell giving his
fourth in the world listings,
annual report in the form of an
competed in the Australian
address on the ‘State of the FederaMulti-class Nationals 2004
tion’, which can be viewed in full
and 2006.
at [www.gfa.org.au/gfainfo/include/ Michael Sommer, guest speaker
Michael had some
at the awards’ dinner
president_rpt/2007.htm].
interesting perspectives to
Questions were then invited
convey on how the German gliding structure nurtures and cultivates upfrom the floor to be answered by the Board.
Phil McCann, the VIC/TAS Board Member, gave
and-coming pilots to be World champions, both
a presentation on the GFA Member Protection
with equipment and training techniques. He also
Policy adopted by the Board in April 2007 and its
had an impressive slide show presentation containing many photos of his experiences that held
effect on the membership.
the crowd in thrall (especially the ladies).
The seminar then continued with the following speakers (more details in last month’s report):
Tom Gilbert – Crash worthiness testing
and developments. His knowledge and
experience in these areas were impressive and
worthy of attention.
Terry Cubley/Peter Gray – A progress report
on development of the new GFA training and
coaching syllabus.
Ian Roache, with assistance from Dave
Present at the dinner were GFA life members Fred
Sharples, delivered a progress report on the
Foord, Terry Cubley, Alan Patching, Beryl Hartley, Bob
development of the E-tug project, which is an
Hall and Rob Moore
automotive-engined Pawnee. Importantly, they
A GFA Life Membership was awarded by the
now have sufficient running and flying hours to
Board to Terry Cubley for his life long contribugive some impressive financial arguments for any
tion to the administration of the sport, coupled
club currently using aerotow to launch on what
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GFA President Daryl
Connell with GFA’s
newest life member,
Terry Cubley

with his continuing outstanding
international
representation
for Australia at
the International
Gliding Commission and on the Australian
gliding team.
The assembled crowd were then treated
to the unique spectacle of six GFA life members
grouped together: Terry Cubley, Bob Hall,
Beryl Hartley, Rob Moore, Alan Patching and
Fred Foord.
Fred Foord completed his long standing
tenure as GFA Trophies Officer at the completion
of the ceremonies, with Joy Shirley to take over
the position.
The Annual Board Meeting was held the
next day, with GFA Officers tabling their annual
reports. The Board then ratified and appointed all
the nominated Officers in their positions.
The following Executive Officers were elected unopposed:
President: Daryl Connell (NSW)
Vice President: Graeme Wishart (WA)
Treasurer: Ian Grant (VIC/TAS)
The rest of the Executive is as follows:
Chairman Marketing & Development Committee:
Maurice Little (VIC/TAS)
Sporting Committee: Rob Moore (SA)
Operations Panel: Peter Gray (VIC/TAS)
Technical Committee: Edwin Grech Cumbo (VIC/TAS)
The Board Members were elected at the
AGM on the previous day and are:
NSW:
Aaron Stroop
Queensland:
Robert Hart
South Australia:
David Conway
Victoria/Tasmania:
Phil McCann
Western Australia:
Owen Jones
During the Budget Review 2008/09, the
Board resolved that a CPI increase be drawn
from investment returns each year and added to
reserve funds to maintain their real value. This is
an important decision and is a challenge to the
Executive in achieving a balanced budget in the
financial year 2008/09.
That completed the given agenda in the ABM.
A ‘normal’ Board meeting followed with the
following issues covered:
• After discussion, the Board agreed to increase
the funding available in total for GFA
loans to $200 000 (from $100 000) and the
amount that the Executive can approve
without reference to the Board to $50 000
(from $20 000).
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The Board considered the problem of the
Marketing and Development Department
reaching crisis proportions in some regions.
• The GFA website is in the process of migrating to Joomla software, and is expected to
be completed by the end of 2007, hopefully
with member access to self-change address
details to the database.
• Further work required to allow on-line
membership renewals and sales.
• Gliding articles from recent editions of Soaring Australia to be included on the new site.
• A Contracts Procedure approved by the
Board for sub-contracting work out, to be
available on the website.
• The ASAC President, Bob Hall, briefed the
Board on the progress of the CASA Changing
the Rules programme, with an update on
CASR Parts 103/149 Notices of Planned Rule
Making (NPRMs).
• Consultation period finished on 24 September 2007.
• The Board discussed the Juniors’ Club
and transference of funds held by GFA
to the Juniors.
• The Board discussed the presentation given
at the Seminar on the preceding day by the
ETug Project Team.
• It was agreed to give an indication of support
from the GFA Board to the project in obtaining the necessary change in CASA regulation.
The Interim ABM, full annual reports and
Board Minutes should be available on the GFA
website by now at [www.gfa.org.au/Docs/
minutes.php].
The Executive Meeting followed on the
Monday, with a full agenda that we regrettably
did not have enough time to complete, items to
be carried forward to the next meeting at the
end of October.
The Executive Officer reported on:
• WAGA AGM
• GFA Operations Safety Seminar in WA
• CASA issues
• NPRMs CASRs 99/103/149.
• Negotiations for Deed of Agreement 2007-08
• GFA Loans & Club Business Knowledge.
• Preparing and distributing papers for AGM/
ABM/Executive meetings
The Chairman of the Technical Committee
reported on:
• Airworthiness Department Review
• Challenge of addressing compliance
of CASR Parts 103 & 149 when legislated
• Looking at the future (five years hence) alternative management structures and functions
• Responding to new cultural/social environment
• Options for office layout when we have
to move
• Updating the MOSP Part 3
•

November 2007

Status of Airworthiness site checks
Lambda aircraft and certification
Only 15/18m version can be registered
as a motor glider
• 11/13m versions do not meet OSTIV
criteria of 3kg/m 2 wing loading
• FRP Course and Juniors
• Five days to close of applications
• Lots of applicants
• A CASA Officer on course
• Airworthiness Inspectors Register Review
• Commercial Workshops Inspection
• Issue of encouraging apprenticeships
discussed by Executive, CTC to follow up
The Chairman of the Operations Panel
reported on:
• Up to date information on recent accidents
• Improvements to be made to the Accident/
Incident Safety Management
• COP will be attending Safety Seminars in
NSW and Queensland at those state’s RTO/
Os request
• Jenny Thomson will be attending the next
Ops Panel meeting to offer specialist advice
• Distribution to be made soon of Safety CD.
• AN 167 on dual towing to be issued
• CTO/O laptop purchased and configured
to automatically back-up on GFA Server
• Ops Panel has adopted National Driver’s
Licence Medical Assessment for fitness
to fly – OAN to be issued
The Chairman of the Sports Committee
reported on:
• Changes to the Sports Committee
• Following up sponsorship from the
Australian Sports Commission
• Coaching team flying
• International Team funding five year budget
• JoeyGlide progress report
• Junior Gliding Funding
International competition results:
• Pre-Worlds Italy – Club Class:
1st Peter Temple, 12th Simon Holding
• Pre-Worlds Italy – Standard Class:
4th Terry Cubley, 5th Bruce Taylor
• Pre-Worlds Germany – 18m Class:
9th David Jansen, 10th Graham Parker
• European Championships – 18m Class:
23rd John Buchanan
The CSC thanked all these pilots team captains and crews for the efforts they have made
at their own expense to represent Australia
at the highest level of gliding competition.
The Chairman of the Marketing & Development Committee:
• Gave a confidential report on his viewpoint
of the status and performance of the
department in each state
• M&D reaching crisis levels in some states.
The Executive noted the report with concern
•
•
•

Fédération Aéronautique
Internationale (FAI)
Lilienthal Medal winner
Alan Patching (centre)
at the GFA dinner with
his son and daughter-inlaw, Ian and Ruth. Alan
was presented with the
medal at the FAI General
Conference, on the Isle
of Rhodes, Greece, which
commenced 14 October

GFA Treasurer and President
of the Victorian Soaring
Association , Ian Grant

GFA Board member,
Robert Hart

Ian Roache

Photos: Maurice Little
Proposal for radio promotion of JoeyGlide
presented and debated
The full interim minutes of this Executive
meeting also will be on [www.gfa.org.au/Docs/
minutes.php].
As you can see, there is a ton of work in
progress, and GFA is always looking for volunteers to help lighten the load, especially in the
Marketing & Development Department in club
or regional work. Please contact your Regional
Board Member (contact details on the GFA website) if you think you have some skills to offer.
Keep Looking and Keep it Safe,
•

GFA E XECUTIVE O FFICER

John Welsh
10 Merton Road, Roleystone WA 6111
Email: <EO@sec.gfa.org.au>
Blog: [www.arach.net.au/~jwelsh/Blog.htm]
Mobile: 041 794 5981 (Next G)
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Contact Addresses
Scout Association NSW Gliding
80 Malvern St, Panania NSW 2213,
02 97096009.
Soar Narromine Pty Ltd
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 6889 1856.
Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570,
02 46558882, 0418 474636 (emergency).
Sydney Gliding Inc
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570, 0412 145144.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666, 02 69772733.

G FA

Australian Gliding Museum
2 Bicton St, Mt Waverley VIC 3149,
03 98021098.
Gliding Queensland
C/o Treasurer, 73 Sewell Rd, Tanah Merah
QLD 4128, 0417 762621.
NSW Gliding Association
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821, 02
68892733, 02 68891250, Trs: 0407 459581.
South Australian Gliding Association
PO Box 65, Millicent SA 5280, 08 8733421,
0427 977218.
Victorian Soaring Association
4/139 Roberts St, Essendon VIC 3040,
03 83835340, 03 93355364.
Vintage Gliders Australia
22 Eyre St, Balwyn VIC 3103, 03 98175362.
WA Gliding Association Inc.
59 Wellington Pde, Yokine WA 6060,
08 93282511, 08 94449505.
NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA)
327 (Gliding) Flight, Australia
PO Box 1643, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444
02 65831488, 0427 259990.
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795,
02 63371180 (weekend), 0427 470001.
Byron Gliding Club
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481,
02 66847627.
Canberra Gliding Club
GPO Box 1130, Canberra ACT 2601,
02 64523994, 0428 523994.
Central Coast Soaring Club
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250,
02 43844074.
Cudgegong Soaring Pty Ltd
PO Box 352, Frenchs Forest NSW 1640,
02 63742444.
Goulburn Gliding Group
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan NSW 2620,
02 62973504.
Grafton Gliding Club
16 Fuller St, Mullaway NSW 2456,
02 66541638, 0403 088551.
Harden Gliding Club
3/17 Mugglestone Pl, Bruce ACT 2617,
02 62018230, 0411 107694.
Hunter Valley Gliding Club Co-op Ltd
PO Box 9, Newcastle NSW 2300,
02 95342884.
Lake Keepit Soaring Club
PO Box 5152, South Tamworth NSW 2340,
02 67697514.
Leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705, 02 69533825.
Narromine Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68892733.
Orana Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68892733.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base, Richmond NSW 2755,
02 45873214.
RAAF Williamtown Gliding Club
C/O Mr G R Lee, 10 Federation Dr, Medowie
NSW 2318, 02 49829334.

Queensland Soaring Association (QSA)
2 Wing AAFC School of Aviation Inc.
201 Squadron Air Force Cadets, PO Box 647
Archerfield QLD 4108, 07 33324851,
0415 150965.
Barambah District Gliding Club
2 Yellow Gully Rd, Wolvi QLD 4570,
07 54867247.
Boonah Gliding Centre Inc
PO Box 107, Boonah QLD 4310, 07 5463
2630, 0408 016164.
Bundaberg Soaring Club
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670,
07 41579558.
Byron Bay Gliding Inc.
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, Tyagarah
NSW 2481, 02 66847572, 0414 558794.
Byron Bay Gliding P/L
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield,
Tyagarah NSW 2481, 02 66847572.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510,
0409 873811.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700,
07 49371381.
Darling Downs Soaring Club
PO Box 584, Toowoomba QLD 4350,
07 46637140, 0409 507847.
Gympie Gliding Club
PO Box 217, Gympie QLD 4570, 07 54835380.
Kingaroy Soaring Club
PO Box 91, Kingaroy QLD 4610, 07 41622191.
Motor Gliding Club of Queensland
PO Box 5, Virginia QLD 4014, 1300 667042.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, 07 49973265.
North Queensland Soaring Centre
PO Box 1743, Aitkenville QLD 4814,
0500 811011.
Pacific Soaring
19 Craigslea Dr, Caboolture QLD 4510,
07 5499 4805.
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring
PO Box 144, Warwick Qld 4370, 07 38348311.
Summerland Gliding Club
3 Alston Ave, Alstonville NSW 2477,
02 66286691, 0404 007229.
SA Gliding Association (SAGA)
Adelaide Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, 08 85221877.
Adelaide Uni Gliding Club Inc.
Adelaide Uni Sports Assoc, The University of
Adelaide SA 5005, 08 88262203, 0412 870963.
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Membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Normal
$190
$191
$194
$195
$195

Family
$154
$155
$158
$159
$159

Student membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Full
$115.50
$116.50
$119.50
$120.50
$120.50

Family
$79.50
$80.50
$83.50
$84.50
$84.50
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Short-term membership:1 Month* 3 Month*
NSW/QLD/VIC
$50
$65
South Australia
$59
$74
Western Australia
$60
$75
*Note: Once only purchase to Australian
residents, thereafter 12 month membership
to be purchased.
International postage for Soaring Australia
to be added to membership fees:
Zone
1
2
3
4
5

Country
New Zealand
Singapore
Japan, Hong Kong, India
USA, Canada, Middle East
UK, Europe, South
America, South Africa

Price
$54
$60
$60
$66
$72
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Air Cadet Gliding Club
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108,
08 83805137, 0429 805137.
Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 871,
08 89526384, 0417 530345.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461, 08 88645062.
Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro SA 5356,
08 85640240.
Bordertown Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268, 08 87521321.
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280,
08 87333421, 0427 977218.
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1509, Victor Harbor SA 5211,
08 85543543, 0409 677677.
Northern Australian Gliding Club
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 821,
08 89412512.
Port Augusta Gliding Club
PO Box 2175, Port Augusta SA 5700,
08 86436628, 0401 990823.
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341,
08 85951422, 0417 890215.
Scout Gliding Club Inc.
22 Burford Crescent, Redwood Park SA
5097, 0418 815618.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 83916672.
Whyalla Gliding Club
PO Box 556, Whyalla SA 5600,
08 86452619, 0413 127825.
Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689.
Beaufort Gliding Club
66 Waterdale Rd, Ivanhoe VIC 3079,
03 94972048.
Bendigo Gliding Club
62 Lawson St, Bendigo VIC 3550, 03 54439169.
Bothwell Gliding Club
PO Box 288, Sandy Bay TAS 7005, 03 62267615.
Cloud Riders Pty Ltd
C/o 18 Wyndham St, Werribee VIC 3030,
03 97413142, 0429 351234.
Corangamite Soaring Club
Kurweeton, Kurweeton Rd, Derrinallum
VIC 3325, 03 55939277.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340,
0409 212527.
Gliding Club Of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3672, 03 57621058.
Grampians Soaring Club
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 03 53525710,
0417 514438.
Horsham Flying Club
PO Box 158, Horsham VIC 3402, 03 53823491.
Latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840,
03 51221081, 0407 839238.
Mangalore Gliding Club
RMB 6640, Longwood VIC 3665,
03 57985512, 0413 307177.
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
Box 486, Mt Beauty VIC 3699,
02 60591417, 0402 075131.
Murray Border Flying Club Inc.
PO Box 58, Tocumwal NSW 2714,
03 58283169, 0407 855533.
Murray Valley Soaring Club Ltd
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646, 02 60335036.
Soaring Club Of Tasmania
34 Clinton Rd, Geilston Bay TAS 7015,
03 62437508.
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953, 0437 454986.
Sportaviation Pty Ltd
PO Box 44, Tocumwal NSW 2714,
03 90169144, 0427 534122.
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500,
03 50257335, 0409 016614.
Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah VIC 3594, 03 50376688.

Tumbarumba Gliding Club
C/o Judds Engineering P/L, PO Box 5283
Wagga NSW 2650, 02 69251642.
VMFG
GPO Box 1096J, Melbourne VIC 3001,
0438 355047.
Wagga Wagga Gliding Club
PO Box 613, Wagga Marketplace, Wagga Wagga
NSW 2650, 0427 205624, 0428 205624.
WA Gliding Association (WAGA)
716 Flight Australia Air Force Cadets
7 Wing HQ, RAAF Base Pearce WA 6084,
08 95717800.
Beverley Soaring Society
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304,
08 96460320, 0407 385361.
Gliding Club of WA
PO Box 6231, East Perth WA 6892,
08 92212164, 0417 992806 (weekend).
Morawa Gliding Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, 08 99723022.
Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312,
08 98811795, 0407 088314.
Stirlings Gliding Club
PO Box 2314, Bunbury WA 6230,
08 98429104, 0418 935461.
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All correspondence, including changes
of address, membership renewals, short
term memberships, rating forms and
other administrative matters should
be sent to:
HGFA National Office
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC
3041, ph: 03 93792155, fax: 03 93792177,
<office@hgfa.asn.au>.
HGFA General Manager
Chris Fogg, PO Box 258, Helensburgh
NSW 2508, ph/fax 02 4294 9300, 0417
766356, <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>.
Information about site ratings, sites and
other local matters, contact the appropriate
State associations, region or club.
Board Members
Pres: Andrew Polidano <Vice.President
@hgfa.asn.au 146 Stuart St, Mullumbimby
NSW 2482, 02 66843510, 0428 666843.
V-Pres: Hakim Mentes <Hakim.Mentes@
hgfa.asn.au>, 16/59 Riversdale Rd, Hawthorn
VIC 3122, 03 98187650 (h), 0412 617216.
Sec: Michael Zupanc <Secretary@hgfa.
asn.au>, PO Box 1093 Oxenford QLD 4210,
07 55461024, 0408 662328.
Trs: William Olive <Treasurer@hgfa.asn.
au>, 50 Park St, Charlestown NSW 2290,
02 49213804 (w).
Board Members:
Rohan Grant <Rohan.Grant@hgfa.asn.
au>, 188 Bathurst St, Hobart TAS 7000,
03 62311112.
Bill Moyes <Bill.Moyes@hgfa.asn.au>,
1144 Botany Road, Botany NSW 2019,
02 93164644 (w), 02 93897969 (h), Fax:
02 93168488.
Tove Heaney 14 White Av, Tocumwal NSW
2714, 041 9681212.
Microlight Public Relations
Paul Haines ph/fax: 02 42941031.
States & Regions
ACTHGPA
PO Box 3496, Manuka ACT 2603; Pres:
Steve Foggett 0417 313589, 02 62884351,
<steve.foggett@homemail.com.au>; Sec:
Mark Elston 0428 480820, 02 62655718,
<mark.elston@defence.gov.au>; Trs: Tony
Davidson 02 62392019, <td@silktel.com>;
Sites officer: Michael Porter, 0415 920444,
<michael.porter@jllrld.com.au>; Committee: Nicolas Siefken, Barry Oliver, Stephen
Harris; SSO: HG – Peter Dall, PG – Peter
Bowyer 0412 486114. Meetings: 1st Thu/
mth 7:30pm Yamba Sports Club, Phillip.
Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Rick Williams
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<rickwilliams@tpg.com.au>, V-Pres: Rob
Holmes <robnkath@westnet.com.au>,
HG Rep: Gavin Nicholls <gknichol@tpg.com.
au>, PG Rep: Gordon McCabe <sikacro@
yaahoo.com.au>, PM Rep:
Mark Wild <mark@gastech.com.au>,
ML Rep: Shaun Wallace <shaun@hangglide.
com.au>.
NSW Hang Gliding Association
Sec: Steve Hocking, 19 Gladswood Gardens,
Double Bay NSW 2028, ph/fax: 02 9327
4025, <nswhga@s054.aone.net.au>.
North Queensland HG Association
12 Van Eldik Ave, Andergrove QLD 4740;
Pres: Graham Lee; Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07
49552913, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>
Queensland HG Association
Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra
QLD 4275 07 38448566.
South Australian HG Association
1 Sturt St, Adelaide SA 5000, ph: 08
84101391, fax: 08 82117115; Pres: Stuart
McClure 08 82973452 (h), <stuart.mcclure@
csiro.au>; Sec: Mark Tyminski 0411 414 816,
<marknjan@senet.com.au>; Trs: Robert Woodward 08 82977532 (h), <rob_woodward@
ultimatepositioning.com>.
Tasmanian HG & PG Association
[www.thpa.net]. Pres: Rob Steane (Hobart PG
pilot), 0418 146137, <president@thpa.net>;
Sec/Trs: Stephen Clark (Hobart HG pilot), 0419
997550, <secretary@thpa.net>. Northern Tas
info: Richard Long (Burnie PG pilot), 0438
593998, <northern@thpa.net>.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 157 Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au/]. Pres: Glenn Bachelor 0419 324730
<President@VHPA.org.au>; Sec: Steve
Norman; Trs: Lisa Charleston; SSO: Rob Van
Der Klooster 03 52223019 (h). Site weatherboxes: Three Sisters 0409 864700, Buckland
Ridge 0407 356295, Mt Buffalo 03 57501515,
Ben More 0417 112062.
Clubs
NATIONAL
The Pico Club Incorporated
62 Anderson St East Geelong VIC 3219,
[www.thepico.com.au/]. Pres: Andrew Shipley
0407 511451, <andrewshipley@netspace.net.
au>; Sec: Andrew McCarthy 0438 062596,
<amccart4@tpg.com.au>.
NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[www.bmhgc.org.au]. Pres: Neil Evans 02
47878027, <dream2@tpq.com.au>; Sec:
Andrew Paterson, 02 96395461, 0425 305984,
<apaterso@bhsc.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: Allan Bush
02 47738037, <fairallan@pnc.com.au>; Newsletter: Paul Hunt 02 96997720, 0404 851876,
<huntp@ozemail.com.au>; Comps: Alan Bond
02 98995351, 0408 470544, <skybond@
primus.com.au>; SOs: Allan Bush, Paul Hunt.
Meetings: With Club Comp round last Sun/mth
or contact above committee members.
Central Coast Sky Surfers
PO Box 200, Woy Woy NSW 2256, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres/SO: Javier
Alvarez 0418 116681 <javier@myreal
box.com>; V-Pres: Jeff Terry 0416 291545
<jeff@survivalsolutions.com.au>; Trs: Anthony
Scurrah 0427 000410 <anthony_scurrah@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Web: Martin Haig 0403
276227 <mhaig@dataweb.com.au>; SSOs:
Maderson Ford 0416 002244; Paul Cox 0417
355897; Tony Barton 0412 607815. Meetings:
1st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club,
Ilya Ave, Erina.
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746,
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.
Hunter Skysailors Paragliding Club
Pres: A Edwards 0411 636761 <anthony
bedwards@optusnet.com.au; V-Pres: Neil
Bright <tojofly@iprimus.com.au>; SSO:
James Thompson 0418 686199, <james.b.t@
hunterlink.net.au>. Meetings: last Tue/mth
7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.
Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1@
bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.
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Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: James
Ryrie 02 62359120, <rymicalago@netspeed.
com.au>; V-Pres: Andy Abbott 0419 897005,
<andy@ali-oup.com>; Sec: Mark Mourant
02 48464144, <talect@ispdr.net.au>.
Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness
02 67856545, <skygodfrey@aol.com>, V-Pres:
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.com>,
Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmail.com>, SSO
(HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484 <patrick.
lenders@gmail.com>, SSO (Trike): Willi Ewig
02 6769 7771 <skyranch@gmx.net>.
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597, <lelean@
smartchat.net.au>; SSO: Jason Turner 0419
997196, <jasonflys@hotmail.com>.
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; [www.
nhgc.asn.au], <fly@nhgc.asn.au>. Pres:
Matthew Clarke 0419 908283, <penders@
nobbys.net.au>; V-Pres: Matt Olive 02
49436791; Sec: Simon Plint 0407 613701,
<SimonPlint@newcastle.edu.au>; Trs: Monica
Barrett 0425 847207; SSOs: Tony Barton
(coastal) 0412 607815, Scott Barret 0425
847208 <inlandsso@nhgc.asn.au>, James
Thompson (PG) 0418 686199; Newsletter:
David Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/mth
7:30pm South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn
St, Merewether.
Northern Beaches HG Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103. Pres:
Hugh Zions 0412 246 100 <hzions@optusnet.
com.au>; V-Pres: Douglas Sole <dougsole@
optusnet.com.au>; CEO: Marika Martinez
<marika_libra@hotmail.com>; Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696 677 <dalexander@med.usyd.
edu.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor <alan@cmphome.
com>; SSO: Glen Salmon 02 99180091 (HG);
Wayne Fitzgerald (HG/PG) 02 99827094.
Meetings: 1st Tue/mth, 7pm, Mona Vale
Bowling Club.
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.nrh
gpgc.com]. Pres: Cedar Anderson <cedar@
poliglide.com>, 0429 070380; V-Pres: Jan
Smith <janandglenn@optusnet.com.au>,
0410 314673; Sec: Glenn Smith <glenn.
smith@agric.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: Sonja Hans
<sonjahans@gmail.com>, 0428 665265; SSO
(PG): Lindsay Wootten <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>, 0427 210993; SSO (HG): Peter
Aitken <proflyte@bigpond.net.au>. Meetings:
1st Tue/mth, 7pm, Byron Services Club.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres:
Peter Wennersten 0414 333393, <president@
flystanwell.com>; Sec: Mark Mitsos 0408
864083, <secretary@flystanwell.com>; Trs:
Adrian Le Gras 0400 002281, <treasurer@
flystanwell.com>; M/ship: Robert Seckold
<membership@flystanwell.com>; SSO: Mark
Mitsos 0408 864083, <SSO@flystanwell.com>.
Sydney Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Peter Dower 0413 484471, <peter.
dower@campbelltown.nsw.gov.au>; Trs:
John Selby 02 93447932, <johnselby@idx.
com.au>; Sec: Susanne Liersch 0403 062625,
<Susanne.Liersch@AOA.NESTLE.COM>;
SO: Doug Dole, Bruce Wynne; SSO: Ken
Stothard. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, 7:30pm
Endeavour Hotel, Botany.
NORTHERN TERRITORY
Alice Springs HG and PG Club
Pres: Ricky Jones 08 89551088, 0402 805099,
<freelance@octa4.net.au>. V-Pres: Brett Lewis
0418 890 033 <freelance@octa4.net.au>.
Please contact for paramotoring, PG ridge
soaring and thermal flying.
QUEENSLAND
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254,
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Bob Hayes, 0418 963796; V-Pres: Joe
Reyes 07 40555553 <rohayes@optusnet.com.
au>; Sec: Lance Keough 07 40912117, Trs:
Nev Akers 07 4053258631; SSO: Ian Graham
07 40915466.

ALL CLUBS PLEASE CHECK DETAILS IN THIS SECTION CAREFULLY
Could all Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details of their Executive
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attention is directed to the listing of
SSOs and SOs for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior SOs and SOs confirm
ALL SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that
those holding these appointments have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive
notices and correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to be
endorsed by Clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if confirmation
is not received, those listed in the Database where no current forms or confirmation is held,
the appointment will be taken as having expired.
General Manager, HGFA
Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.
chgc.asn.au]. Pres: Peter Smart <president@
chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Martin Nightingale
<vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Cameron
McNeil <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Sec/Ed:
Susan Nightingale; Gen-Exec: Greg Hollands
gem@chg.asn.au>; Editor: Susan Nightingale
<newsletter@chgc.asn.au>; SSO PG: Phil
Hystek 07 55434000 (h), 0418 155317,
<sso@chgc.asn.au>; SSO (HG): Ken Hill 0418
188655, <sso@chgc.asn.au>.
Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
‘The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec:
James Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.
edu.au>; Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699,
<jaw12@bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall
0427 177237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.
telstra.com>; SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187,
07 49387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07
49922865, <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.
Conondale Cross-Country Flyers Inc.
[www.entrypoint.to/conondale-x-countryflyers]. Pres: Graham Sutherland 0429
935882; Sec: Denis Davis 0403 349344; Trs:
Steve Stocker 0411 226733; SSO (PG/PPG)
Graham Sutherland 0429 935882, (MHG)
Frank Fontaine 0408 556113.
Dalby Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 107, Dalby QLD 4405; [www.hgfa.asn.
au/-dhgc]. Pres: Jason “Yoda” Reid 0424 293
922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>; Trs: Cameron
McNeil 0419 70326, <cameron.mcneill@
accenture.com>; Sec : Annie Crerar <bruce.
annie@bigpond.com>; SO: Daron “Boof”
Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@aclad.com.au>.
Fly Killarney Inc.
PO Box 70, Killarney QLD 4373. Pres: Andrew
Horchner 0427 807516; V-Pres: Matt Cooper
0414 318144; PR/Site contact: Wendy
Mugridge 0418 807516.
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 07 54554661 (h); Sec/
SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille, 0418 754157,
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com.au>; Trs:
Gary Allan 0417 756878; SSO: David Cookman (HG) 07 54498573; Jonathan Allen,
0438 107518.
Wicked Wings Club
Toowoomba & District PG/HG Club Inc, 190
Drayton St, Laidley QLD 4341. Pres: Peter
Schwenderling 0427 461347 <swendo1@
bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Richard Cook 0427
805960 <richardtc@aapt.net.au>; Sec: Troy
Litzow 0448 456607 <troylitzow@optusnet.
com.au>.
Whitsundays HG Club
Contact: Henryk Wojcik 07 49550253 (h),
0403 715962, <hmwoj53@bigpond.net.au>;
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.
TASMANIA
Tasmanian HG&PG Ass. (see States & Regions)
VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Dale
Appleton 0408 382635; SSO: Rob van der
Klooster 0408 335559. Meetings: 1st Fri/mth,
venue see [www.hgfa.asn.au/~dyna].
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 216, Richmond 3121; [www.hgfa.asn.
au/~melbourne/], <melbourne@hgfa.asn.au>.
Pres: Rob Wenban 0408 179940,
<robwenban@connexus.net.au>; Sec: Mike
Maciejowski 0414 753096, <mike@tridigm.
com.au>; Trs: Greg Stroot 0402 473113,
<greg.stroot@ozonline.com.au>; Committee:
Glenn Bachelor 0419 324730, <hanggliding@
netspace.net.au>; Peter Davies 0400 883155
<pd33725@hotmail.com>. Meetings: 3rd
Wed/month 6:30pm at Station 59, 59 Church
St Richmond.
North East Victorian Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Karl Texler 0428 385144, <president@

nevhgc.net>; Sec: Ed Barber 0417 030042,
<secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs: Tony Kenney
0412 238039, <treasurer@nevhgc.
net>; M/ship: Rod Oldfield 0412 922669,
<membership@nevhgc.net>; SSO/Comps:
Karl Texler 0428 385144, <brightvt@netc.net.
au>; SSO/Comms: Brian Webb 0417 530972;
Meetings: [www.hgfa.asn.au/~nevhgc/].
Sky High Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]; Pres: Rob Parker
<pres@skyhighparagliding.org>; V-Pres: Martin
Halford <vp@skyhighparagliding.org>; Trs:
Peter Allen <tres@skyhighparagliding.org>; Sec:
Julie Sheard <sec@skyhighparagliding.org>;
Web: Ron Campbell <wm@skyhighparagliding.
org>; Nov Rep: Steve Poole <nov@skyhigh
paragliding.org>; SC Chair: Carolyn Dennis
<safety@skyhighparagliding.org>; APN:
Rob Parker <ed@skyhighparagliding.org>.
Meetings: 1st Wed/mth 8pm Retreat Hotel,
226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
Southern Microlight Club
[http://home.vicnet.net.au/~stclub/]. Pres:
Mark Andrews 03 95988708 (h); V-Pres: Mark
Howard 03 9751 1480 (h); Sec: David Jacka
03 94866996 (h), 0409 866996. Newsletter:
Dianne Pierpoint <di@punkinheadair.com.
au>. Meetings: 2nd Tue/mth 8pm Manningham Club, 1 Thompsons Rd, Bulleen.
Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.WVHGC.
com]. Pres: Mark O’Keefe; V-Pres: Glenn
Bachelor 0419 324730 <VicePresident@
WVHGC>; Trs: Richard Carstairs; Sec:
Will Faulkner; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp; Site
Development: Steve Norman and Andy
Stevens; Web: Damien Georgiou; Newsletter:
Steve Norman. Meetings: First Wed/month
at Richard’s place, Glenroy.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany HG & PG Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
147 Bruns Dr, Darling Downs 6122. Pres:
Rob Holmes <president@cloudbase.asn.au>,
0428 244829; Trs: Colin Brown <treasurer@
cloudbase.asn.au>, 0407 700378; Sec: John
Carman <secretary@cloudbase.asn.au>, 0419
361808; Committee: <committee@cloudbase.
asn.au>, Joe Bosworth 0412 939290, Aaron
Massey 0407 479173, Rod Merigan 0439
967971, Mark Wild 0411 423923; SOs: John
Carman, Nigel Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild.
Meetings: Last Wed/mth, 7:30pm, Osborne
Park Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.
Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
9 Broadarrow Rd, Kalgoorlie WA 6430. Pres:
Richard Breyley 0417 986896 <richard.
breyley@kbrl.com.au>; Sec: Andrew Talmage
0413 992960 <jodandrew@bigpond.com>;
SSO/Trs: Mark Stokoe 08 90911297 <Mark.
Stokoe@health.wa.gov.au>.
Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillfly@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick Williams
0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary Bennet 0412
611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386,
Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, Dave Longman
08 93859469. Meetings held on site during
club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.
Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: Keith
Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey 0428
504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 949004.
Western Soarers
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box 483, Mt
Hawthorn WA 6915. Pres: Sun Nickerson
0401 135042, <sun.nickerson@iinet.net.au>;
V-Pres: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386, <gavin.
nicholls@defence.gov.au>; Sec/Trs: Mirek
Generowicz 0427 778280, <mgenerow@
optusnet.com.au>; Equipment: Shaun Wallace
0411 885178, <shaun@hangglide.com.au>;
SSOs: Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls & Rick
Williams. Meetings: 2nd Tue/month with
Cloudbase PG club. Times and dates will be
published at [www.westernsoarers.com].

Soaring Australia

45

Classifieds

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

G FA
NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTISERS
All advertisements and payment can be sent to:
The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041
Ph: 03 9379 7411, Fax: 03 9379 5519
Email: <Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au>
Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution
(300dpi at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats.
Photographs may be provided in either photo print
or slides. Low resolution digitals are not suitable.
Photographs, slides or disks may be returned. Please
include a self-addressed and stamped envelope
for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or
credit card). Don’t forget Classifieds deadline is the
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence.

Single-seater Sailplanes
Astir CS77 VH-IKE, 1918 hrs, very good cond, trailer.
Based at Corowa $180000. Ph: Ross 0427 547706.
Club Libelle VH-GJJ, in excellent cond, approximately 2650 hrs. Form 2 done 2/07. Enclosed trailer
fair cond. $13000 ono. Ph: 02 43697484.
DG300 Elan VH-GQK, 1949 hrs, 898 landings.
Winch hook, A/T hook. Max. pilot weight 110kg.
Oxygen bottle, excellent trailer set up for two
person rig/de-rig. Located Central Victoria, $56500
Ph: Pete 0437 102080.
Waikerie Gliding Club Offers For Sale:
One Hornet ,VH-GMU, 4296 hrs, B20-21-24 system,
Microair radio, Mosquito canopy mod, c/w covered
trailer, tow-out gear, Form 2 valid to 2/08, $18000.
Reasonable offers considered. Ph: John Hudson
08 82725929, <hudson@senet.com.au>.
Jantar Std SZD41a, 800 hrs TT, nil accidents,
Pollard trailer, tow-out gear, full covers, 720ch radio,
S-Nav coupled to logger/GPS. Ph: Colin 03 98488189.
Ka6cr VH-HNA, excellent cond, 720ch radio,
B40, tow-out gear & excellent galvanised enclosed
trailer, $7500 ono. Ph: Arie 0419 973343,
<arie@internode.on.net>.
Kestrel 17, glide ratio 42:1, excellent appearance
& cond, detachable winglets & wingtips, new tinted
canopy with cover, short field landing ’chute, Borgelt
24, 25 electrics. Parachute, two-person de-rig enclosed
trailer. Complete your 1000km distance, $30000
ono. Ph: 0417 818864, <ronjang@bigpond.com>.
Libelle H201b 15/17m VH-GBX. Good enclosed
trailer, 1524 hrs, 870 launches. Fly as 15m or
gain 10% best L/D with 17m span extension.
$18000 ono. Ph: 0428 5409461 or 03 54394047.
Libelle 201B VH-GSP, 50% share for sale, 6077 hrs,
4164 launches, currently at Goulburn NSW, good
cond, standard instruments & Borgelt B50, Microair
radio, parachute, 30-yearly was done three years
ago, trailer (good cond.), great aircraft & fun to fly
with cross-country capability, light & easy to rig with
two people. My flying is taking a different direction.
Email for pics, $9500. Ph: Mark 02 48210178,
<mark@jenmarkcomputers.com.au>.
Nimbus 3 XQE (WW) 25.5m. Immaculate cond,
Cambridge datalogger, Microair radio, LNav,
extended rudder, oxygen system, all groundhandling
equipment & Cobra trailer, always in T-hangar at
Bathurst, new Slimline parachute. Want to achieve
what only long wings can give? Form a syndicate or
give your club members a carrot to aspire too! All
reasonable offers considered. Owner retiring from
gliding after 30 years. Ph: 0413 158319 or <greg.
vale@bigpond.com.au>.
PW5 VH-ZBA offered by the Beverley Soaring
Society. In good cond. with no major repairs, 1210
hrs, Microair radio, mechanical & electric varios,
B50 speed director & basic instruments. Wing top
surfaces will need re-painting, $10500. Ph: Greg
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Beecroft 08 94595719, 0419 919065 or <greg.
beecroft@bigpond.com>.
Open Libelle H301. A true classic glider with
40:1, with enclosed trailer & with or without
Cambridge 302. Ph: Giles Taylor 02 66851281 (h).
Ventus 2Cx 2005 SN96. C/w Cobra trailer, towing
gear, basic instruments & Dittel radio. Streifeneder
tuned. Excellent cond. €95000. <mac1m@nifty.com>.

Hangar Space at Lake Keepit Soaring Club
Expressions of interest are sought from glider owners
looking for hangar space at Lake Keepit Soaring Club.
A new hangar development is to commence shortly,
accommodating aircraft up to 27m (majority of
spaces are to 18m). Completion is due by December
2007. All enquiries to be directed to Tim Carr on 0414
405 544 or <bookings@keepitsoaring.com>.

Two-seater Sailplanes

Instruments & Equipment

L13 Blanik. Any reasonable asking price considered.
Ph: Rob 02 42832568, <catrob@tpg.com.au>.
Twin Astir VH-IKC is offered for sale due to fleet
changes. 4770 hrs & 11300 landings. Microair radio,
Borgelt & mechanical varios, basic instruments,
$36000. Ph: 07 54825613 or 07 54836922.
Twin Astir VH-KYK offered by the Beverley
Soaring Society. In good cond. with no major
repairs, 6900 hrs, enclosed trailer, Microair radio,
mechanical & electric varios, B25 speed director
& basic instruments. $34000. Ph: Greg Beecroft
08 94595719, 0419 919065 or <greg.beecroft@
bigpond.com>.

Self Launching/Motor Gliders

Australian Made – Ozflarm Aircraft situation
awareness system & back-up logger. Altair/Vegasuperior glide computer & vario system (glass
cockpit), radios/transponders. Ph: Nigel at RF
Developments Pty Ltd 07 54635670, Mon-Fri 8-4pm,
<nandrews@rf-developments.com> or [www.rfdevelopments.com].
Borgelt B2000 flight computer. As new, latest
software, $1050. Ph: 07 54635700.
Two Wingstands, cost less than five trips to the
chiropractor! Go Cambridge 302 vario & plug in
what you like. The new Dave Ellis unit will have a
mobile phone type pad on stick & no reaching to
touch the buttons around display – just smarter!
<ianmcphee@aapt.net.au>, [www.mrsoaring.com],
0428 847642.
Tesa Tape 1.5 inches x 55 yards, $25/roll plus
postage. Email <cjgamble@optusnet.com.au>.
Yaseu VXA150 VHF handheld transceiver $485.
Walter Dittel 760 VHF Comm 2 ¼” panel mount
€1400. Mars parachutes short & long pack. $1995
Airborne Avionics. Ph: 02 68892733. Fax: 02
68892933. Email: <hartley@avionics.com.au>.

Gliding Publications
SF 25 C 1976 Limbach L 2000
450 hours before overhaul.
Fully refinished in 2001, $65000. Flown daily.
SF 25D 1968 Limbach L 1700 zero hours! Fully
refinished in 2006. Transponder! Very nice, $52000.
Flown daily. Ph: JB 0423 787398 (Byron Bay).

Super Ximango VH-ZBN

Best thermaller in its class. L/D 31:1.
Retractable U/C. Easy wing fold for hangarage.
Docile, easy two fly & very comfortable.
Great touring a/c over 100kt <15LPH
six hour range. ZBN has excellent panel, incl.
dual ASI ALT MMapD. Ph: 0429 955023.
Scheibe SF27M VH-ZAA, 1388 hrs, motor 141 hrs,
589 launches. Purpose-built trailer & handling gear
for one person rig/de-rig/stow. Winter baraograph,
30-yearly due, $25000 ono. Ph: Dave 08 86411525.

General

Airborne Magazine: Covering all facets of
Australian & New Zealand modelling. The best value
modelling magazine. Now $60pa for six issues.
Plans & other special books available. PO Box 30,
Tullamarine, VIC 3043.
Free Flight: Bi-monthly journal of the Soaring Association of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian
soaring scene & relevant international news &
articles. $US26 for one year, $47 for two years, $65
for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa,
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.
NZ Gliding Kiwi: Official magazine of Gliding New
Zealand. Edited by John Roake. Read world-wide with
a great reputation for being first with the news. A$52
pa. Personal cheques or credit cards accepted. Write:
NZ Gliding Kiwi, 79 Fifth Avenue, Tauranga, New
Zealand. Email: <gk@johnroake.com>.
Sailplane & Gliding: The only authoritative
British magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4
pages of fascinating material & pictures with colour.
Available from the British Gliding Association,
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, England.
Annual subscription for six copies £17.50.
Sailplane Builder: Monthly magazine of the Sailplane Homebuilders Association. $US29 (airmail
$US46) to SHA, c/o Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith
Road, Chatsworth, CA 91311 USA.
Soaring: Official monthly journal of the Soaring
Society of America Inc., PO Box 2100, Hobbs, NM
88241 USA. Foreign subscription rates (annually):
$US43 surface delivery; $US68 premium delivery.
Technical Soaring/OSTIV: Quarterly publication
of SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers.
c/o T U Delft, Fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg
1, NL-2629 HS DELFT, The Netherlands.
Vintage Times: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders
Australia, edited by David & Jenne Goldsmith, PO Box
577, Gisborne VIC 3437, Membership $15 pa.

H G FA
For Sale
‘T’ Hangar Camden Airport.
New ground lease available, suit 17m glider.
Ph: Neville Page 0419 653380.

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use;
this includes the skill level required for the specific
aircraft being reflective of the pilot’s actual rating
and experience. All members must adhere to the
maintenance requirements as contained in Section
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9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by
manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should always
be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor
wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft.
It should include examination of maintenance logs
for the aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile
situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are
unsuitable for the skill level of the pilot, or aircraft
that are unairworthy in any way.
Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members
up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified
per person per issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office
for membership verification/payment by email
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93792177 or post:
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041.
The deadline is 25th of the month, for publication
five weeks hence. Submitted classifieds will run for
one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings.
When submitting a classified remember to include
your contact details (for prospective buyers),
your HGFA membership number (for verification)
and the State under which you would like the
classified placed. (Note that the above does not
apply to commercial operators. Instructors may
place multiple classified entries, but will be
charged at usual advertising rates.)

Hang Gliders & Equipment
NEW SOUTH WALES

Air Support Harness, near new, with parachute,
suit slim build 185cm pilot. C/w free Moyes GT170,
recently flown, int or above, $350. Ph: 02 43632568.
Sting 2 154 (int), in good cond. & flies well. About
100 hrs, nearly all mine. Unflown for a couple of years
before I bought it. MS in good cond. US has some rub
marks. LE has some wrinkles & a few delaminations.
No corrosion, but I’m happy to get it checked out.
This glider has been good to me, 80km at Dalby,
goal at Corryong & flew the Morning Glory. Best
offer. Ph: 0407 613701, <simonplint@gmail>.
Moyes Mission, $16000 Ph: Andrew 0402 388389
<patmore@tpg.com.au>.
VICTORIA

Airborne C4-13, red/white/red US, incl. hardware,
140 hrs $1100, XC bag $60, carbon LE inserts
(suit 13, 13.5 & 14) $150 both, LE rears $50 each.
Ph: Phil 0407 042634.
Motorised harness: 2006 Swedish Aerosport
Mosquito, electric start, only two hours operation,
near new, flown three times, $7000. Harness: Moyes
Xtreme harness with parachute & tow bridles, good
cond. $750. Glider cover bag, waterproof poly (truck
tarp) material, adjustable to take all lengths, $100.
Ph: 0425 754312 (Brunswick/Euroa).
Mustang V-tailed HG, built by Peter Prussner,
mid-70s, excellent cond. for age. Good for museum
piece or just nostalgic reasons. Any reasonably offer.
Ph: Bruce 0409 946232.

Paragliders & Equipment
QUEENSLAND

Independence Dragon II (DHV 1-2), red, medium,
suit pilot weight 70-85kg, with 74 hrs, excellent
cond. Contour harness, Mayday reserve, full-face
Charlie Insider helmet (red), radio, backpack,
heavy-duty flying suit with red trim, gloves, tow
bridle, etc. Complete package price $2100. Ph:
John 0404 280002.
Ozone Buzz M DHV 1-2, harness & reserve. Perfect
cond, like new (bought ’06), only 9 hrs, 80-100kg.
Beautiful blue Gelvenor wing. Harness Sol Zenith
18cm back & side protector. Regretful sale, $2700. Ph:
Steve 07 54446669 or <stevoandvic@hotmail.com>.

Microlights & Equipment
NEW SOUTH WALES

Classic, red, Streak 2 wing, 200-hr 582, blue top, ’04
model (white/red/black), Airborne tuned to trim at 5055kt. Incl. oil injection, after muffler, VSI, front wheel
November 2007

skirt (as per XT), strobe, Punkinhead heavy-duty covers
(spats, prop, bungy, main), decoke overhaul at 150 hrs
by Level 2 LAME, always hangared, full logs, $25000.
Top quality bargain. May deliver. Ph: Ian 0412 429689.
Pegasus Quantum Q2, Rotax 582, T2-2785, red/
white, 400 hrs, trailer, helmet, headset, Icom radio,
intercom, new LE, GC, hangared at Goulburn, c/w
Airborne Buzzard Rotax 532 (not flying) & Moyes
Mission HG, $16000 Ph: Andrew 0402 388389
<patmore@tpg.com.au>.
N ORTHERN TERRITORY

Airborne Edge, excellent cond, 350 hrs, 582cc,
always hangared, Ivoprop, top end overhaul 304
hrs, new instruments, all wing wires, hardware
replaced, trailer, full covers, two helmets, intercom,
all manuals & logs, forced sale, $12000. Ph: Graham
08 89782268, <dbes@bigpond.com>.
S OUTH AUSTRALIA

Airborne XT-582 (silver), Cruze wing (white/blue),
Built 12/2005, only 35 hrs, Microair Radio, Lynx
headsets, Icaro helmets, heavy-duty travel covers,
dust covers, stoneguard, Ozee (large) flying suit. Suit
new buyer. All genuine offers considered. Ph: Bill
Tierney 0419 835169, <wti47482@bigpond.net.au>.
QUEENSLAND

Airborne Edge, yellow & white Wizard 2 wing,
new 2003, 120 hrs. 503 Rotax overhauled at
290 hrs, done 420 hrs. Full instruments, incl. vario,
Raptor headsets, 4-blade Brolga prop, $13500.
Ph: Bob 07 41631779.
Airborne Redback Wizard 3, TT 95 hrs $17900.
Intercom, EGT, Alt, Tacho, Hr. Rotax 503 10-12litres/
hr. Great alternative to new. Always hangared.
Cost effective flying. Ph: 07 40618616, <ah_joe@
bigpond.com>, <huxham@westnet.com.au>.
Neuform T3, three-blade composite prop, as new,
suit Rotax 582, 3.47 or 4:1 best at 1600 to 1800
revs. Paid $2400 will sell $1600. Ph: 0418 711821
or 07 54451897.

HGFA Schools
ACT/NEW SOUTH WALES

Learn to Fly in Canberra!
The Paragliding Capital of Australia
and only three hours drive from Sydney.
At Australian Paragliding Centre we fly all
year round & are open seven days a week.
Learn to fly in a friendly, caring environment
with first class tuition & equipment.
• Licence & introductory courses
• Tandem flights
• Gift vouchers & group discounts
• Pilot Development Clinics for novice,
intermediate & advanced pilots
• International flying tours
• Cross-country & towing tours
• Ozone, Airwave paragliders, harnesses,
reserves, flying suits, GPS, UHF, EPIRBS
• Fly Products paramotor sales & tuition
Contact: Peter Bowyer on

02 6226 8400

<fly@paraglide.com.au>
Check out our new homepage!
[www.paraglide.com.au]
QUEENSLAND

VICTORIA

Airborne Cruze wing, only 30 hrs, white with
yellow Flash, Rego T2-6041, always hangared,
save thousands, $7500. Ph: Terry 0428 515000
or 03 51337816 (will deliver within Australia only
at small cost to buyer).
Airborne Edge X Classic Wizard wing, blue
top 582, 2000 model, electric start, red pod, red
& blue wing, full instruments, Punkinhead stone
& prop covers, Icom A20, Raptor intercom, helmets
& headsets GPS. Excellent cond, $16000 ono.
Ph: 0409 238818, <phenry@wiss.com.au>.
Airborne Edge X 503, 253 hrs, log books from
new, Executive wing, full instruments, travel cover,
camp cover, full wing cover, stone net & bag, strobe,
landing lights, exellent cond, $13900 ono. Can email
photos <swillsy@bigpond.net.au>. Ph: 0418 554872
or 03 97161789.
Pegasus Quantum 582, electric start, 50kt at 5200
rpm (two-up), 315 hrs, excellent cond, logged service
& engine bearing clearance, incl. Icom 20 radio,
comms, three helmets & Pegasus carry bag, panniers,
20lt TS40 $15700 incl. custom trailer, correct threepoint wing mount, soft ride, tool boxes, jerrys and
racks (2). Ph: 03 59713323 or 0400 114452.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Redback trike T2-2203, as new, 140 hrs, with
trailer, $18000 ono. Ph: 0403 342484.
Airborne Edge 582, TT 305 hrs, Streak wing 200
hrs, excellent cond, bi-annual just completed, H/D
covers, storage bag, strobe, landing light, radio/
intercom/headsets, hangared at Bindoon, full logs
available, $17000 or with custom trailer $18000.
Ph: 0403 966933 or <wazzawatts@bigpond.com>.

General
PARA S UPPLY

Flight Suit US$130 only, fast packing tube US$39,
Flight Deck US$ 45, PTT US$49 and more… Para
Supply’s aim is to keep the price at a fair and affordable level, by direct selling [www.parasupply.com].

RAINBOW PARAGLIDING
APCO AUSTRALIA
Offering the full range
of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and
100% satisfaction guarantee.
Test centre for APCO gliders [www.apcoaviation.com].

APCO Australia and PWC winner
of the Serial Class 2000

Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based
on the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has
access to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the
Cooloola National Park including Teewah and world
famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly
all year round, 60km cross-country flights have been
achieved in winter!
FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing
or asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with
the experts.
INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and
the knowledge.
SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, tradein, maintenance and repairs.
YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 2,500 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581
Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com>

[www.paraglidingrainbow]
Soaring Australia

47

HGFA Schools
VICTORIA

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
VICTORIA

NEW SOUT H WALES

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright,NE Victoria,widely
renowned as Australia’s best flying region.
Bright has been host to numerous Australian &
international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the
best,our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian
Paragliding Champion) has been involved in
paragliding since 1990 & instructing for over
10 years.
Courses
• Introductory & HGFA licence course
• Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
• SIV courses
• Tow courses
• XC tandem flights
• Equipment Sales
We are now conducting SIV courses.
See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers,Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

NEW SOUTH WA LES

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
www.activeflight.com.au
• MT BORAH,MANILLA is the one of the top 10
flying sites in the world & has more flyable days
than anywhere else in Australia.It has 4 large
launches for nearly all wind directions & easy,safe
top & bottom landings all around.Great ridge
soaring & XC all in one place.HOST of the 2007
PARAGLIDING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS!
• YOUR CFI IS GODFREY WENNESS:The most
experienced paraglider pilot in Australia.Over 7000
hours airtime since 1988,World Record Holder
– 335km (1998-2002),Longest Tandem Flight in
the World – 223km (2000-03),Multiple National
Records,National XC League Winner (inaugural
2001 & 2002),CFI,Instructor Examiner,Australian
Team Member,Prototype Test Pilot,HGFA Safety
& Ops Committee (PG),International Comps
Organiser,& Owner of World Famous Mt Borah.
• NOVICE LICENCE COURSES:Our famous 9 day,
live in,Novice Licence Courses,with genuine small
class sizes (<6),go well beyond the minimum
requirements & include thermalling,ridge soaring,safety manoeuvres & more.Over a week of
the highest quality tuition by highly experienced
pilots/instructors,using the latest techniques
& equipment costs only $1720 (including
accommodation and $400 equipment discount).
• THERMALLING,XC & OTHER TUITION:We specialise in PG & offer personal one-on-one & group
tuition in areas such as basic skills refresher,
thermalling,cross-country,SIV safety clinics,& Intermediate,Advanced,Tandem,Motor & other ratings.
• HG TO PG ENDORSEMENTS:its easier than
you think!
• ONLY QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM THE BEST
BRANDS:Importer of Advance,Flytec,Hanwag
and JDC.Stockist & service of all equipment,
new & secondhand.
• CABINS & CAMPING ONSITE:Stay at Mt Borah
– its nice & quiet! Cabins for just $15p/n ($100
p/w) & camping $6 ($35 p/w).
So come flying with Manilla Paragliding,where the person who shows you the mountain,owns the mountain!

Phone Godfrey Wenness on:
02 6785 6545 or fax: 02 6785 6546
email: <SkyGodfrey@aol.com>
‘The Mountain’, Manilla, NSW 2346.
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WE STE RN AUSTRA LIA

Australia Wide Services
HGFA Approved Paraglider
Testing & Repairs

• Comprehensive testing and repairs
to all paragliders
• Fully equipped service and repair
agents for:
Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin,
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone,
Paratech, Sky, UP
• Full written report
• Harness repair and modifications
• Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
• Parachute repacking
• Orders taken from anywhere in Australia,
New Zealand and Asia
• Prompt turnaround
PARAGLIDING
REPAIR
CENTRE

Paragliding Repair Centre
680 Traylen Road, Stoneville WA 6081
Office/Fax: 08 92952820, Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]
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OAMPS Insurance
Brokers Ltd
ABN 34 005 543 920

Let us set a better course for your GFA Glider insurance
OAMPS Aviation

Australia’s Aviation
Insurance Specialist

GFA Glider insurance packages are
the only option approved

ACN 005 543 920

and initiated by the GFA for

PO Box 1898

the benefit of members.

North Sydney
NSW 2059
Fax: (02) 9424 1710

Why pay more than you need to?
Call OAMPS Aviation now

(02) 9424 1700
Email: aviation@oamps.com.au

A PROFESSIONAL REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKER

