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A WORD ON COACHING

– Part 3
Bernard Eckey
IN THE PREVIOUS TWO ARTICLES WE DEALT WITH BASIC
COACHING ISSUES. NOW WE WILL FOCUS ON MENTAL SKILLS
AND CONSIDER HOW IT CAN BE BEST APPLIED TO GLIDING.
M E N TA L S K I L L S

Before we consider mental aspects in our
sport, let’s attempt to find out what contribution mental skills make to the successful
outcome of an average soaring flight.
When asking glider pilots this very question there is universal agreement that (at
least after the canopy is closed) over 90%
of the eﬀort required is of a mental nature.
I tend to agree and would even set the figure
at well over 95% for cross-country flying.
But let’s not get too fixated on exact figures;
instead let’s ask ourselves what percentage
of our training is put into the mental or
psychological aspects of our sport. There is
usually very embarrassing silence when this
question is posed to a gliding audience.
Okay, let’s leave this subject aside for
a moment and talk about the contribution
of theoretical knowledge to success in gliding. Hardly any glider pilot disagrees that
for success in gliding, first class theoretical
knowledge plays an equally important role.
However, when asking pilots what percentage of their training goes into theory, there
is always the same embarrassing silence.
Let’s pause here for a moment and reflect
on the above. It seems that most glider pilots
fully understand the relationship between
mental skills and performance. Obviously
the correlation between theoretical knowledge and success is also well understood,
but it seems that only very few of us pay
much attention to it. Have we just exposed
a gaping hole and come to realise that our
mainly practice-based training can be greatly
improved upon? Have we just discovered
that new pilots could be on a much steeper
learning curve, if only we help them with
mental and physiological aspects of gliding and perhaps improve their theoretical
knowledge? If the answer is: “Maybe,” then
it would be worth our while to look a little
deeper into the subject.
The following topics immediately spring
to mind:
• Positive thinking
• Learn how to learn
• Decisionmaking
March 2008
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Confidence
Thinking ahead
Goal setting
Prioritising tasks
Mental rehearsals
Progress evaluation
Believing in yourself
Flight planning
Concentration
Motivation
Ability and determination to learn
Stress management
Focusing on the essential
Mental stamina
Ability to deal with setbacks
Knowing your limits
At this point I would like to ask for
forgiveness for making life easy for myself
by inserting a few extracts from my book
‘Advanced soaring made easy’.
POSITIVE THINKING

A negative frame of mind can be turned
into a positive one with a plan; with a good
dose of willpower and with determination.
Provided you do it properly, and provided
you are realistic, you will not only improve
your gliding, but also change your life for
the better. Yes, the right mindset will have
benefits far beyond your chosen sport and
will impact positively on many other aspects
of everyday life. Surely that’s enough incentive to give it a go, but the question is where
do you start?

Well, the first step is to be realistic when
it comes to motivating yourself. You can’t
expect to break a World record on your very
next attempt or become the next World
gliding champion overnight. It’s just not reasonable and therefore bound to end in disappointment. Be more realistic and set yourself
an achievable goal, but always approach
problems without strongly-held and preconceived notions.
An early solo pilot, for example, can aim
for a one-hour soaring flight, but for a more
advanced pilot a sensible goal might be a
500km badge. Yet whatever you do, you
must believe in your abilities and you must
be determined to become an achiever. I
know, it’s easier said than done, but success
is not achieved by settling into familiar patterns of behaviour. To climb the ladder of
success, a negative mindset must be turned
around. Sure, we all get discouraged from
time to time, but how we deal with it is
what matters most. We need to get our mind
into a winning mode and redirect it towards
success. Every time a negative thought enters
your mind respond with a positive one.
Concentrate on achievements and focus
on successful outcomes. That is what positive
thinking is all about. No progress is just like
a dead end for achievement. By adopting
positive thinking, you not only motivate
yourself, but, simultaneously, others around
you. A totally new atmosphere is created,
one that is breeding success, one of accomplishments and one that fellow pilots will
want to embrace.
Positive thinking must be combined
with problem-solving skills and the knowledge that the solution to the great majority
of problems is to break them down into
smaller ones. Put simply, overcome one small
obstacle at a time and think of what you
have learned while reading this book. You
have no excuse any longer – it contains all
you need to know.
If you hit any obstacle, it is just a matter
of remembering the relevant hints or suggestions and then implementing the solutions.
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If the solution to your problem doesn’t come
to mind straight away, read or re-read good
gliding literature, but, whatever you do, just
do not give up on positive thinking.
Talk to yourself and reaﬃrm that you
will manage this challenge and pass the test
with flying colours.
Practising positive self-talk isn’t a lot
of hot air – it is essential for gaining the
frame of mind necessary for success. Replace
negative thoughts with positive ones on
every possible occasion. While flying locally,
believe in your knowledge and your ability
to find a thermal and successfully work the
lift. When flying cross-country, have the
willpower and determination to make it
around the task even in the most demanding
of conditions. Not once, not twice, but every
time you get into a glider.

LEARN HOW TO LEARN

When you are really in love with an inspiring sport like gliding, you will develop an
almost automatic appetite for increasing
your knowledge of the subject. The more
you know about gliding, the more you want
to learn about it and soon an upward spiral
of know-how develops. Some pilots learn
best by detailed explanation and in-depth
coaching, while others only learn by practice. Regardless of the method used, the
acquired know-how is necessary and a vital
ingredient for success. Being a fountain of
knowledge makes it easy to socialise with
like-minded people and create an atmosphere of highly motivating mutual support.
If you are socialising with achievers you will
become an achiever by adopting the attitude
of achievers.
After you have attained an advanced
level you can learn without instructors or
coaches. You are no longer dependant on
others and by mastering the art of self-education you find success beyond our wildest
dreams. Of course, the road to success is not
always straight. In fact, it is often very windy
and at times even full of potholes. Don’t let
that distract you from achieving your goal
and finish what you have started. Failure is
an element of learning and bouncing back
2
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is critically important. If you had a really bad
day, realise that it can only get better. There
is nothing wrong with making mistakes as
long as we admit them, learn from them
and strive for future improvement. No glider
pilot has made it to the top without persistence and a string of failures along the way.
MAKING DECISIONS

Everything a glider pilot does must be done
for a reason. There is no exception to this
rule. Doing something for no particular reason is relying on good luck rather than good
management. That is not what gliding is all
about. We act after careful consideration of
all available information and as a result we
are likely to get it right. Taking any course
of action without first weighing up the pros
and cons will get us nowhere and will always
result in a below-average performance.
Some glider pilots have a tendency to
‘let things happen’ and allow the glider to
fly them when they are supposed to be flying
the glider. Therefore, let me stress the importance of making adjustments at rather short
intervals. A few examples for the thermalling
part of a flight are listed below:
• Adjustments in angle of bank
• Correcting nose/horizon attitude
• Use of more (or less) rudder
• Speed adjustments
• Flap setting changes (if applicable)
• Thermal strength re-evaluation
• Decision to leave thermal, etc.
Evaluations must be made continually,
and if we don’t implement our decisions
every 10 to 15 seconds we are likely to be
left behind in a thermal. Successful competition pilots have realised that the real races
in competitions are not in the horizontal,
but in the vertical direction. The winner of
a race (or a whole competition for that matter) is usually the pilot who wastes the least
amount of time in thermals.
If we conduct the same exercise for the
cruising part of the flight, the list would
include such things as these:
• Heading changes to ensure better extraction
of atmospheric energy
• Circumnavigating areas of overdevelopment
• Speed adjustments in areas of lift or sink
• Detours to sample areas marked
by soaring birds
• Bypassing irrigation areas
• Cruise speed variations in view of
improving or deteriorating conditions
The list goes on and on and, although we
can’t expect all our decisions to be correct, we
need to keep working on this aspect of our
flying if we want to improve rapidly. And
finally: No decision is as bad as no decision.

CONFIDENCE AND
OVERCONFIDENCE

There is no disagreement amongst top
coaches that the right amount of confidence is of utmost importance for success.
It is a very desirable attribute in a pilot. A
confident pilot can properly assess his own
limitations and can say, “No,” in a marginal
situation. This is by no means equivalent
to an admission of inadequacy, but points
to a very realistic and responsible attitude.
However, all pilots are diﬀerent. Some
think they know it all and others keep asking questions in an attempt to learn more.
Others would not dare to do anything that
hasn’t been done before with an instructor
on board and a few are happy to learn by
trial and error. The better ones are confident
yet know their limitations, but unfortunately
there are a few who are of the opinion that
they are skilled enough to get away with
almost anything.
An early solo pilot lacking confidence
in his or her own soaring skills is likely to
perform mainly circuits, and a cross-country
pilot with insuﬃcient confidence will either
turn around at the first sign of trouble or
outland frequently.
We can only expect pilots to be confident
if their level of skill matches the task at hand,
but, equally important, confidence develops
automatically with repeated and regular
successes. Unfortunately this psychological
aspect of our sport is often underestimated.
How can low-confidence pilots get on the
road to success? Here are a few suggestions:
• Attempt to fly when the conditions are
not too demanding: Nothing is more disheartening than performing three consecutive circuits only to see your fellow club
member climb into the same glider during
the better part of the day and disappear
for a lengthy flight.
• Ask your coach (or a pilot with proven
soaring skills) to fly with you in a twoseater, share the flying and copy his successful soaring technique.
• When flying single-seaters, cling to a pilot
with proven soaring skills and follow his
track through the air. Take mental notes
on where he locates the lift and how he
centres the thermal.
For early cross-country pilots the
following suggestions might prove to
be confidence boosters:
• Deliberately move just beyond the gliding
range of your airfield. Making it back is
bound to make a profound contribution
to increased levels of confidence. Making
it back easily will instil a real sense of
achievement and hopefully encourage you
to repeat such a success at the very next
available opportunity.
March 2008
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For Sale – Owner Retiring
Discus BT, 50 hours total time. Solo
sustainer motor 8.5 hours. Fresh Form 2,
full panel, Borgelt B100 system,
coupled GPS. Joey Slimpack parachute,
tail dolly, wingwalking gear. Tinted canopy
with cover. New batteries, Dittel boom mic.
Winter barograph, new oxygen equipment.
Martin trailer, $125000.
Terms considered*

•

Fly on days when other pilots like to spend
the afternoon in the clubhouse. Successfully
keeping the glider airborne in diﬃcult
conditions will contribute to boosting your
confidence levels. It will generate a nice
sensation of being able to rely on your own
skill and judgement for subsequent early
cross-country flying.
Let’s turn our attention to over-confidence now. I’m sure we all know of pilots
who, after a successful flight or two, seem to
think they know it all. In their own minds,
they are ready for long-distance flying and
believe that records are no longer safe as soon
as they get access to a competitive glider.
Well, if my experience is anything to go
by, these over-confident pilots need just as
much help as their confidence-lacking counterparts. Disappointment is waiting around
the corner and the likelihood for such pilots
dropping out of the sport sooner rather than
later is an ever-present possibility.
When over-confidence is paired with disregard for safety, the alarm bells must ring. An
attitude such as “Regulations are for others to
adhere to,” and “I’m too good, an accident won’t
happen to me,” is a sure recipe for disaster.
All I can say is: “Be careful, our sport is beautiful, but it doesn’t take kindly to mistakes.”
THINKING AHEAD

When we learned to fly, our instructors
undoubtedly told us to expect the unexpected. Another aircraft appearing out of the
blue, changing weather conditions, a tailwind springing up on short final, just to
mention a few. If we are prepared for the
unexpected we can cope much better when
diﬃcult situations arise.
Take the matter one step further and
always mentally prepare for the next stage
of the flight or the next decision to be made.
This thinking ahead is absolutely essential for safe and successful soaring. The sooner we start thinking about the next decision,
the better are our chances of getting it right.
March 2008

Being mentally ‘one step ahead’ often makes
the diﬀerence between success and failure.
As an example, say that we are in a
strong climb under a cumulus cloud and
are approaching cloudbase rapidly. We have
only a few seconds before we must leave the
thermal and we have to decide on our next
course of action. We have deprived ourselves
of the opportunity to make a calculated and
balanced choice on the options available to us
because we have left the decision rather late.
If, on the other hand, we start our decisionmaking process well before we reach
cloudbase we are much better oﬀ. We can
pick the most promising cloud and have a
much better chance of finding the next strong
thermal without delay. Further, we can take
into account matters relating to navigation
and the optimum track across the ground.
Few rushed ‘ad hoc’ decisions are likely
to be good ones, just as split-second decisions are unlikely to be perfect.
C O N C E N T R AT I O N

Concentration is the art of focusing on
the right thing at the right time. Few other
areas are as important as concentration
and full attention. In fact, the diﬀerence
between a top pilot and an average one
is often the ability to concentrate on the
task at hand. If pilots find time to think
of things other than the job at hand they
are not devoting full attention to their
present task and are not concentrating hard
enough. I’m quick to add that diﬃculties
with concentration can often be traced back
to unsuitable nutrition and/or dehydration.
If you have ever wondered why a fivehour flight is part of the Silver C certificate, here is the answer. Testing the mental
stamina of the pilot is the main reason for
including this requirement. The safety of a
flight depends to a large degree on the ability
of the pilot to concentrate until the aircraft
is safely back on the ground, or better still,
until it is back in the hangar.

Dimona H37 Mark 2, 247 hours total time.
Limbach L2000 motor 212 hours. Fresh
Form 2, all mods done, Borgelt system B2021-4 artificial horizon. Dittel radio headsets
new battery, Winter barograph. Nothing
to spend, Excellent condition, $125000.
Terms considered*
Six shares in Duo Discus
at Benalla, originally $6000 per share.
Will sell separately for $4000 per share.
Terms considered*
*50% down & balance in 12 months.
Contact: John Hilton-Wood
Ph: 03 97871326 Fax: 03 97871308

On some flights, we can’t relax for a
single minute, while on others we can aﬀord
to sit back and admire the view. The need to
fully concentrate also depends on whether we
fly competitively or whether we conduct local
soaring and fly just for the fun of it. This
statement doesn’t imply disrespect for pilots
conducting local soaring, but it suggests that
local soaring requires nowhere near as much
concentration as a cross-country flight.
The necessary level of concentration also
depends very much on the various stages of
the flight. Apart from take-oﬀ and landing,
our utmost concentration is required while
low and in need of a thermal. However,
maintaining such a high level of concentration is hardly possible over a long period of
time. For this reason, it becomes important
to regulate concentration and arousal levels especially on long-distance flights. An
ideal opportunity for a period of relaxation
presents itself after a good climb back to a
comfortable altitude. After re-trimming the
glider we can eat an apple, take a bite from
a sandwich, have a drink or simply find some
time to relax tense shoulders or neck muscles. A pilot who has the technique to adapt
his concentration levels is clearly enhancing
his chances of a superior performance.
Next month we will consider further
mental skills for glider pilots.
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B U Y I N G A S E C ON D H A N D
TRIKE
John Walmsley
AFTER PLEASING MYSELF BY FLYING
HANG GLIDERS FOR 30 YEARS,
I DECIDED IN 2005 TO BUY A TRIKE,
SO I COULD TAKE FRIENDS AND
RELATIVES FLYING. I DID NOT WISH
TO SPEND MORE THAN $15000, BUT

Near Goondawindi, on the way to Queensland

Photo: John Walmsley

I OBVIOUSLY PREFERRED TO BUY A WING WITH LOW HOURS.

T

he trike I purchased had 77 hours on
the wing and 188 hours on the engine.
I am now up to 253 hours on the engine.

is easy to fly and it is fairy quick to set
up. Get opinions from other trike pilots,
especially people you may be flying with.

about one hour for me to get airborne after
I arrive at the aerodrome.

PURPOSE

STORAGE

When buying a trike, one early question
you need to resolve is: “What do you wish
to do with the trike?” If you plan to go long
distances cross-country and wish to keep
up with the crowd, then a slow training
wing such as the Wizard may not be for
you. People have made long flights with
Wizard wings, but they can be very slow
with a headwind. Mine cruises at about
35kt (64km/h). However, the Wizard wing

Secondly, do you wish to keep the trike
in a hangar or fold it up and take it home
every time? If you choose the hangar
option, it pays to check the cost of renting
space. Should the hangar not be bird proof,
you may wish to purchase (or make) wing
covers. Then there is insurance. I keep mine
in my garage and it is covered by the house
insurance, but not while travelling. It takes

The 503 Rotax engine is not as powerful
as the 582 (50hp vs 64hp), but the 582
is water cooled and the 503 is air cooled.
My 503, with a C gearbox and a fourbladed Brolga prop, easily lifts the allowed
maximum pilot-passenger weight of 180kg.
Rotax engines are fairly reliable if well
maintained, but they need a lot of maintenance. Maintenance costs on the 503 are
cheaper as the engine is simpler. I change
the plugs every 10 hours and perform all
other tests as scheduled in the engine manual, but at 300 hours the engine must be
completely rebuilt. If you are buying a trike
that is near the 300-hour mark, it may be
wise to check the cost of the overhaul.
My engine has a pull starter, but I feel
an electric starter is easier and safer. The pull
starter is very hard to pull and it is dangerous to ask a bystander to pull the handle.
It is virtually impossible to pull the starter
from the passenger seat. Also, without being
racist, many women can’t pull the handle.
Most times I start the engine, then climb
into the pilots seat, but my trike is not fitted
with a hand brake (yet).

ENGINE

WING

If you are buying an older trike and the
wing covering needs replacing, it pays to
check if the covering is still being made.
A wing in this condition will probably
need the wires replacing as well.
Porpunkah airstrip
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HIDDEN HAZARDS

Now to the problems I experienced with
my trike. Many of these are things I did

not observe when I bought it (and I am
a Mechanical Engineer) and some of them

could have caused engine failure in flight
or an accident.

PRO BLEM

P OSSIBLE E FFECT

REMEDY

1.

Loose hose clamps on fuel line. A hose fell
off in the garage when the mast was folded.
The throttle cable under the pilot’s right foot
was kinked in a few places.

Engine failure and maybe even a fire.

Replace fuel hoses and hose clamps.

Jammed throttle or even no throttle if the cable broke.

3.

The spring in the ‘throttle connection tube’ was
rusty and the rust was causing the unit to jam.

Could have stuck on full throttle. The ‘cruise’ throttle
would not have worked either.

4.

My trike was missing the wheel spats and the
original extended wheel nuts were still in place.

A wheel could have fallen off on take-off or landing.
This has happened before, but not to me (the spats
normally stop the nut from rotating).
Wing could have collapsed on landing.

Replace all throttle cables with ‘plastic lined’ wire
wound Bowden outer and stainless steel multi-stranded
inner. Put an S shape in the cable near the pilot’s feet
and lift the cable off the floor with a light strap.
Remove cables, clean and oil all components. Note,
this unit can’t be inspected without cutting cables.
The spring seems to be the same as the carby springs,
but these appear to be stainless.
Fitted nyloc nuts as per manufacturer’s instructions.
I may also pin the nut on the left hand wheel, to
be 100% certain.
Replace wire.

2.

5.

There were many wire strands broken on the
thimble at the rear of the wing, top rigging.
Cause unknown, but thimble not stretched
and no obvious corrosion. Perhaps vibration
in flight? Or sleeve swaged too close to thimble?
Or heavy landing?
6. There was one strand broken at the thimble
on a wing wire, presumably due to assembling
on concrete.
7. The plastic notches on the two tip battens
were completely worn away on the bottom
edge. Obviously rubbed on concrete.
8. The batten on the left wing adjacent to the
tip batten could flip upside down on assembly.
I flew it like this on one occasion and was
constantly pulling the bar to the left.
9. There was a bolt on the mast wearing
a hole in the rear seat belt.
10. Loose engine mounting bolts and loose
carby clamps.
11. Cracked rubber boots on spark plug leads.
12. The front mudguard was cracking due
to contact with the hole in the pod.

Probably would not have failed, especially since
wires duplicated.

Wire replaced before first flight. Better safe than sorry.

Could have lost a tip batten in flight. This may not
cause a crash, but it may cause difficult handling.

Replaced plastic tips.

Arm strain.

Batten pocket (on left wing only) is in good condition,
but it seems to be too large. I sleeved the nose end
of the batten with a piece of garden hose.

Weakened belt, maybe only important in a crash.

Cut off end of bolt and taped thick rubber washer
over nut.
Tighten. Engine mounting bolts just snug.

If a carby fell off, the engine would stop.
May cause misfire.
Not serious, but annoying.

Repaired.
Checked entire steering assembly for bends or cracks.
Seems to be a design fault. Made a larger aluminium
‘C’ hole support and rubber boot.

A COUPLE OF OTHER DISCOVERIES

If your trike has passenger steering, it is
safer to disconnect it and lock the rear pedal
in place with a brace. This means they don’t
influence your take-oﬀs and landings, and
it makes turning easier.
Using some form of grease or maybe
even teflon spray on the heart bolt, should
minimise wear. I have no visible wear on
my bolt after 65 hours, and I use Vaseline
(on the bolt, that is).
A Mr Funnel (large size) distributed by
Briggs and Stratton, is a good investment.
I also choose to use premium unleaded fuel
and I check that it contains no ethanol. I use
synthetic Castrol TTS oil and start the engine
regularly, but some recommend Castrol
Activ 2T mineral oil mixed in the same proportion of 1:50. Activ 2T is half the price,
and is possibly better for corrosion resistance
as TTS can apparently attract moisture.
However, TTS may burn slightly cleaner.
A pulse primer makes starting a lot
easier. I got mine from a friend, but I
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believe they are used on jet skis. There
are connections on the Bing carbies for
the primer tubes.
I can easily put the wing on the car by
myself using an extension on the rear roof
bar. I simply lift one end up, then the other.
I also have a set of wheels for one end of the
wing, so I can walk the bag to the set-up
area. At home I have a ‘wheeled frame’ about
500mm high and a stand of the same height.
I place the wheeled frame under the wing,
about two metres from the heavy end. This
means I can wheel the wing into the garage
and sit the other end on the stand. No eﬀort
and the wing is stored oﬀ the ground in a
dry atmosphere.
With ramps, a removable steering lock
and a boat winch I can easily pull the trike
onto two removable extensions on my six
by four foot trailer. The trailer is three millimetres narrower than my car, so I don’t need
to register it.

My daughter’s farm at Chinchilla, QLD

Photo: D Prentice

The threaded caps on spark plugs can
and do, unwind. Sometimes completely.
I now put a drop of Loctite on the base
of the thread.
Puncture resistant tubes are worthwhile
in Queensland. I landed with a half flat tyre
on one occasion.

Soaring Australia

5

H G FA

GPS REVIEW
D Tim Cummings
CONTINUOUS 3D TRACKLOGS HAVE NOW BECOME A REQUIREMENT FOR ALL AUSTRALIAN AA AND
AAA COMPETITIONS IF YOU WANT TO FINISH IN THE TOP 20 EACH DAY. FROM 1 MAY 2008 IT WILL
BE A REQUIREMENT FOR ALL COMPETITORS IN CIVL CAT 2 COMPETITIONS, WHICH INCLUDE ALL
AUSTRALIAN AA AND AAA COMPETITIONS. MANY PILOTS WILL BE REVIEWING THEIR GPS EQUIPMENT
TO ENSURE IT SATISFIES THESE REQUIREMENTS. AT THE 2007 CANUNGRA CLASSIC AND 2008 FORBES
FLATLANDS I QUIZZED THE PILOTS TO SEE WHAT THEIR FAVOURITE GPS MODELS WERE.

GARMIN GPS 38, 40, 45,
GPS II, GPS III

GARMIN GPSMAP 76,
G P SM AP 7 6S, G P SM A P 7 6 C S X

These early models will cause you problems.
Poor satellite reception, small memory,
2D track logs. Don’t use.

The GPSmap 76 is more advanced than
the GPS 72 and GPS 76, but I didn’t find
anyone using one. Most pilots who would
pay extra for a GPSmap 76 would pay a bit
extra again for the more advanced models
(GPSmap 76S, GPSmap 76CSx). The maps
on the GPSmap 76 are excellent and pilots
use them for advising retrieve drivers of
road names where they have landed and
using contour maps to determine height
of goal before flying a task. The GPSmap
76 can be configured to show on each page
of information just the data the pilot wants.
With track logs up to 10 000 data points,
the track log interval can be set as short
as three seconds, meaning less time required
to be spent in turnpoint cylinders waiting
for a point to be logged.
Most pilots will find their perfect GPS
from the GPSmap 76S models. The 76S
has a barometric sensor which is not found
in the 76. This means it has a much more
accurate altitude measurement
than straight GPS altitude. The
GPS can be configured to do final
glide calculations although the
required glide angle is only shown
as an integer. The 76S also has
an electronic compass meaning it
can be used as a compass without
requiring the user to be moving.
Users of the 76S include World
champion Attila Bertok.
The 76CS adds a colour
screen, but perhaps more importantly provides a USB interface
for extremely fast downloads (two
seconds to download 10 000

GARMIN GPS 12,
GPS 12 MAP

Good satellite reception, but only 2D track
logs. Give to your driver.
GARMIN GPS 72, GPS 76

The 72 is the cheapest model with a 3D
track log and a large screen making it easy
to view in flight. Two of the top 10 pilots
in the Canungra Classic were flying with a
Garmin 72. The maximum track log length
is only 2048 track log points so you would
not want to set the track log interval any
shorter than 10 seconds (5.5 hours of track
log). The GPS 76 is very similar to the
GPS 72 having just a slightly larger screen.

Attila Bertok likes the simplicity of the GPSmap 76S
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Dave Seib thinks the latest developments in GPS/
instrument integration made it worthwhile upgrading
to the just released 6030 from Flytec

point track log). Routes can be configured
to switch to next leg of course when entering
a turnpoint cylinder by setting the radius
of the cylinder in the GPS, rather than the
old algorithm of crossing the angle bisector
found in earlier Garmin GPSs. This new
algorithm is called ‘Oﬀroad Transition’. The
old algorithm caused many pilots to believe
they have done a turnpoint when they were
nowhere near it. This colour GPS also introduces the onscreen keyboard for data entry.
The 76CS has excellent battery life. Users
of the 76CS include Jon Durand Jnr.
The 76CS is no longer available and
is replaced by the 76CSx which is expandable with a slot for SD memory which can
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be used for saving tracklogs. Users of the
76CSX include Dave Seib, Phil Schroder.
GARMIN GPSMAP 60,
G P SM A P 60S , G P SM A P 60 C S X

The 60 series has all the advantages of the
76 series in a slightly smaller unit. One
extra advantage of the 60 series is that they
have USB on all models. This makes the
GPSmap 60 the cheapest unit with USB
data interface for fast downloads. Unlike
the 76 series, the 60 series units will sink
in water!
GARMIN GEKO, FORETREX

These are small GPSs with 10 000 track log
points so they are good for back-ups. The
Foretrex can be mounted on your wrist so
it can be used as a back-up in flight. They
use the slow serial protocol, so downloading
tracklogs at the end of the day can be painful, taking up to 15 minutes. The Foretrex
and Geko have unique data cables, so make
sure you bring one to the competition if you
expect to be able to use it for downloads.
The Foretrex 201 which has an internal
rechargeable lithium-ion battery is a much
more compact unit than the Foretrex 101
which takes two AAA batteries. Pilots trying to wrist-mount the Foretrex 101 end
up breaking their wrist straps while getting
in and out of harnesses. Users of the Foretrex
201 include Balazs Ujhelyi.
Unlike the other Geko’s and Foretrex
the Geko 301 has barometric altitude and
electronic compass which provides more
accurate altitude in the track logs and has no
compass. The Geko does not have a wristmount like the Foretrex, so is best suited to
be secured in a harness pocket as a back-up.
Pilots using Gecko 301 for back-up include
Gerolf Heinrichs, Attila Bertok and Jon
Durand Jnr.

GARMIN ETREX

Some of the eTrex models
had limited track log size and
wouldn’t let you set the time
interval for recording track logs
manually. Auto recording of track
logs record lots of points when
you are turning and few points
when going straight. This makes
them unsuitable for hang gliding competitions.
MLR

These models are rarely used
in Australia, so you will have
trouble at competitions unless you supply
the competition organisers with your own
data cable. The company that manufactures
them has been out of business for a couple
of years so it will be almost impossible to
get data cables making them useless for
competition flying.
BRÄUNIGER COMPEO,
F LY T E C 5 0 3 0

These instruments have integrated GPSs
making them ideal for competition use.
They are the same unit with diﬀerent
badges and user manuals. They provide
all the required instrumentation in a single
instrument. Many recreational pilots will
fly with this single instrument and no backups. Advanced pilots can configure the
instruments with the polar of their glider
to get optimal speed to fly. The instrument
will also tell you where to fly to go back to
your last lift. The task can be completely
configured into the instrument, including start gate size, start gate intervals, exit
or entry start, turnpoint cylinders, goal
cylinder. This is great for hands free instrumentation when flying the task. When the
instrument is doing final glide calculations
it will even extend the calculation through
a turnpoint, so if you can glide 20km from
your current altitude and the last leg is
15km, the instrument will let you know
you can make goal five kilometres before
the last turnpoint. The data cable is a
custom cable, but one comes with the
instrument when you buy it. Users of
the Compeo/5030 include Steve Moyes,
Cameron Tunbridge and Scott Barrett.
BRÄUNIGER COMPEO
P LU S , F LY T E C 6 0 3 0

Gerolf Heinrichs flies with an old GPS Map
and uses a Geko for downloads each night
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These are the recent upgrade to the Compeo/
5030. The unit is now more compact and
has dual banks of AA batteries which can
be switched in the air by pressing a button.

Scott Barrett has modified his 5030 to fit in his custom
slim instrument pod

The batteries can be either rechargeable
or alkaline. It sports a USB connection,
but this is an illusion. The USB connection
is just a USB/Serial converter to the built-in
serial port that we could connect to directly
in the Compeo/5030. This means that
downloads through the USB are no faster
than the old serial connection and you need
the USB to serial connection driver to connect to it. The drivers come from a company
called Prolific [www.prolific.com.tw] and
are for the PL-2303 USB to serial converter.
I was able to find drivers for Windows XP,
Mac OS X, Red Hat Linux. I couldn’t find
a Windows Vista driver, although I have
heard there is one on the Flytec website.
The Windows XP driver does not support
Vista and Prolific advise users to go back
to the OEM (Bräuniger or Flytec). The only
advantage with having a built-in USB to
serial adapter is that the instruments now
use a standard mini USB data cable rather
than the custom cable. Compared to the
previous models, I found the buttons to
be much better. However, I have heard
criticism from users that the navigation
features are not as good. Apparently this
will be fixed in a future firmware upgrade
for the instruments. Users of the 6030
include Dave Seib and Davis Straub.
R E C O M M E N D AT I O N

The Bräuniger Compeo Plus and Flytec
6030 are where all the instrument development is currently happening and make
a great integrated GPS/instruments for
the recreational pilot and advanced competition pilot.
For pilots with instruments already and
just wanting to purchase a GPS, the Garmin
GPSmap 76CSx is the GPS of choice.

Soaring Australia
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VICTORIAN STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS,
GLIDING CLUB OF VICTORIA, BENALLA

5 to 12 January 2008
Jo Pocklington
C OM P E T I T ION D AY 1

With the possibility of unfavourable weather and smoke from bushfires descending
our way, Contest Director Phil Henderson
decided that as all pilots who had registered
to compete had arrived, there would be no
practice day – straight into competition.

Contest director, Phil Henderson re-briefing on the grid
Photo: Deniz Ture

Because there were not enough entries
in Sports to run a competition in that class,
Sports Class was combined into Standard to
a total of six gliders: being a ballasted competition, Standard Class handicaps as published in the multi-class handicap list were
applied. Five pilots competed in Open Class
with Max Kirschner and Bob Fox sharing
11, a Ventus 2cT. Seven gliders competed
in 15m Class.

It was a blue day; thermals were from weak
to occasionally moderate and for racing, topping out at 4500ft agl. Local air was ‘tired’
after many weeks of above average temperatures.
Day 1 task was a three-hour AAT
Corowa (30km), Euroa (30km) and Cheshunt (30km) – minimum 143km, maximum
488km. It was hard work and produced
three outlandings from 15 competitors on
the day.
John Switala, President of Gliding Club
of Victoria, presented Day 1 prizes to Tony
Tabart, Open Class winner who flew Danny
Kilgariﬀ’s new Ventus 2cxM at 103.8km/h
“…with diﬃculty, especially in the mountains,
which was quite diﬃcult on the last leg. I was
above the ranges with not a lot of height:
I thought that everyone would be going over
the top of me, but they obviously didn’t.”
Fifteen-metre winner was Tim Wilson
in his LS6c at 93.9km/h who flew “very
conservatively.”
Standard Class winner, Allan Barnes
flew his LS1f at 109.2km/h: “I thought it
was going to be worse that it turned out to
be. Three hours sounded like an awfully long
time. I had a good run past Corowa and went
past the end of the first area, which was a good
move because I had a struggle at Euroa. I got
below 3000ft five times on the flight.”
Phil Henderson announced that he was
giving everyone a chance by flying the Duo
Discus with the wheel down for the first
two-and-a-half hours: “…so my 62km/h
average may improve over the next few days!”
C OM P E T I T ION D AY 2

Weather at morning briefing: David Wilson
reported there was “…a lot more subsidence
yesterday than I anticipated. Day 2 is very
diﬃcult to forecast. There is a change coming
through and the timing is elastic – sometime
between midday and 4pm the wind will go
around from the north-east to the south-west.
It will be a gradual transition from north-west
to west then to south-west. This will kill the
lift dramatically. Hopefully we’ll get a new air
mass for tomorrow. No temp traces are being
Allan Barnes with Tobias Geiger
Photo: Deniz Ture
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Tony Tabart

Photo: Jo Pocklington

flown, but with diﬀerent air masses arriving,
that wouldn’t have made much diﬀerence with
forecasting today’s weather.”
A two-hour AAT was set for Day 2:
Rand (40km), Yarrawonga (25km) – minimum 159km, maximum 356km.
Just on launch at about 1:30pm, the
trough came through producing very good
lift; the day was much better than expected
and there were no outlandings.
DAY 2 W INNERS (handicapped speeds)

Open
Standard
15m

Tony Tabart (Ventus 2cxM) 129.3km/h
Allan Barnes (LS1f)
130.8km/h
Graham Garlick (ASW20) 128.1km/h

C OM P E T I T ION D AY 3

David Wilson, morning weather briefing:
“The trough is to the east, but the prediction is
that it may return later in the day. Basically,
southerly winds for the day, curling around
so that this area will have lighter winds, but
with cool air continuing to be injected at low
levels. Maximum temperature expected is
34ºC if no further cool air comes in, but it
probably won’t get that hot here. With this
morning’s air, the maximum height expected
is 4000ft. The cool air will slow down any
rate of improvement. On the basis of the
weather forecast, a task was not set for Day
3. The prospect for the next three days looks
quite promising; north-westerlies are expected,
which bring the best soaring in this area.”
Conditions turned out to be better than
forecast, and the morning forecast was for
conditions a little better than yesterday. An
AAT of two-and-a-half hours was set coverMarch 2008
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ing 72km/448km, Peechelba East (35km),
Cheshunt (35km), Euroa (35km). There
were two outlandings.
C OM P E T I T ION D AY 4

At morning briefing, traces from the Day 3
winners were put up on a screen and each
pilot spoke about his flight.
Tony Tabart (Ventus 2cxM), 103.5km/h:
“I expected to find something at the Warbys,
but there was nothing; I decided to turn and
went straight down the valley over Wangaratta;
apparently, it was a much better run west of the
valley along the Warbys. There were very good
glides in the King Valley ridges into cloud and
running across towards Mt Buller; I then had a
straight glide to Euroa, trying to find lift. I was
200ft at Violet Town and finally climbed away
at one-knot and got home.”
Graham Garlick (ASW 20), 103.6km/h:
“I did pretty much the same as Tony: a straight
glide out. Tony was above both me and Toby at
the first turn. Toby and I flew west of the valley
and Toby was about 1000ft above me. I followed the ground at 60kt and it took a while
to get a climb. The best climb I managed was
5.5; my average was 3.8. I got a couple of good
glides where I lost a couple of thousand feet
at 50km/h. In the Euroa circle I went for
the highway and picked up a final thermal
at about a thousand feet and came home.
We were all outclassed by Toby yesterday.”
Toby Geiger (LS4a), 108.6km/h:
“I spoke to Phil Henderson before the launch
about a plan; go as deep as possible into the
second box and just touch Euroa; we were
expecting cooler air from the south-west.
The hills were working before the start
so my plan was to go into them as much as
possible. We all turned at Peechelba, back into
the Warbys, where I got a very good climb
and then a couple more, generally six or seven
knots. Just at Glenrowan there are some hills
that worked like a treat; it worked to follow
the ridges. I’d planned to take a climb at
Mt Samaria which works really well usually,
but there was no cloud there. I dumped my
water, took a couple of knots and got home.
The trick was to go into the mountains where
there was some lift.”
C OM P E T I T ION D AY 4

Morning weather briefing by David Wilson:
“Today is going to be much better than yesterday. A north-easterly stream is developing
which is good for gliding at Benalla. The air
where we are going is probably a little bit
moister than where we are. Wind expected is
variable 15kt at all levels except surface which
is estimated eight knots. The bureau predicts
38ºC for here, but I calculate 35.7ºC for
Benalla; it will be hotter further north.
March 2008

Rain is expected for Saturday so we may
not get a day.”
Task for Day 4: Three-hour AAT
293km/592km – The Rock (45km),
Jerilderie (45km).
Phil Henderson, contest director,
expressed his concern that “…the circles
around the turnpoints today are 1.1km greater
than my average speed yesterday.”
C OM P E T I T ION D AY 5

Morning briefing, Day 4 winners:
Open Class – David Wilson (ASG 29),
130.6km/h: “I was full of water yesterday and
I think that was a factor compared with the
day before when I flew with partial water.
I had a very good run north – started at
6000ft and was at 6000ft at the north end of
the Warbys; ran into a seven-knot climb which
took me to 8500ft. Then it was a matter of flying from cloud to cloud in very good conditions.
Going out to the west the clouds still looked
good, but it was hard to find the thermals
under them. It was a matter of pushing on and
staying in the best lift without losing height.
I had no way of calculating the best time to
finish because my PDA had failed. I kept fairly
well north and got to the last cloud that was
there, found a weak thermal and climbed up.
It said on the Cambridge that I was 4000ft
below final glide so I decided to dolphin along.
Suddenly, at Yarrawonga, I gained about
2000ft, had final glide and arrived in eight
minutes over time.”
Fifteen-metre – Garham Garlick (ASW
20), 123.2km/h: “I’m not sure that I should
be here alone, Bruce Cowan should be here
with me. We both did 123.8km/h (raw speeds),
I, however, went a little further and a little
longer, so it was very close. Bruce was beaten
by a wingtip because of the glider’s handicap
(Ventus b with tips). I had a good run on the
first leg; went to the west of The Rock and averaged 150.8km/h. Pushing on further north, the
cloud collapsed and I lost a bit of time there.
I got low from Urana and was operating between
2500ft and 4000ft but someone ploughing
a paddock got me five-and-a-half knots.”
Standard – Allan Barnes (LS1f ),
125.6km/h: “I had a fairly good start that
helped my flight a lot. I got up as high as I
could under good cu’s and drifted back to the
start, so I started at cloudbase. Had a good run
to the Warbys, then found a flat patch and got
down to 1600ft so was starting to feel nervous.
Then I hit 10kt which got me back to
cloudbase. Had a good run towards The Rock;
turned 20km before and had a fairly mixed
run on the second leg. The clouds weren’t
working that well, as David said. Some of the
best climbs I had were in the blue. The clouds
themselves weren’t good indicators. I was plan-

Tugmaster Bruce Salter

Photo: Jo Pocklington

Phil Henderson, contest director, Jo Pocklington, Louise O’Grady,
competing pilot, John Wharrington
Photo: Deniz Ture

David Holbrook

Louise O’Grady

Photo: Deniz Ture

Photo: Deniz Ture
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Shall we launch?

Simon Brown

Photo: Jo Pocklington

Photo: David Holbrook

David Wilson, morning weather:
“It is a total fire ban day in Victoria, but
not in NSW. The main feature is that there
is a high in the Tasman so there is a northerly
airstream over us. The trough line has disappeared, but the air coming in from the north
is considerably more humid than we had
before – probably not too diﬀerent from what
we experienced yesterday under the clouds.
We will certainly have clouds today. There
will be the odd thunderstorm over the mountains and north-westerlies in the area that
we are flying. It will be a late start; we’ll
get to 3000ft at around noon, but it will stay
at that for some time, until about 2pm.
The forecast is for even stronger winds
tomorrow. There is a low developing just to the
north, bringing thunderstorms and interesting
weather. It will reach 38ºC in Benalla today.”
A three hour AAT was set for Day 5
– 172km/530km, Yarrawonga (40km),
Deniliquin (60km), Shepparton (30km).
C OM P E T I T ION D AY 6

Bob Fox

Photo: Jo Pocklington

The hardworking Calair tug

Photo: Bob Powell

ning originally to just touch the second area but
this would have got me in 10 minutes early, so
I just carried on towards Tocumwal. I turned
10km inside the area and headed home, still
not having got a climb. I hit eight knots near
Yarrawonga and came in at about 130km/h,
so that was a nice fast finish.”
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Morning briefing – Day 5 winners:
Open – David Wilson, 137.7km/h
“Before the start I got right up to cloudbase,
as did a lot of other pilots. It was rather hairy
scooting around those wisps of cloud amongst
other gliders, so thought it a good idea to start
early. I also thought that it would overdevelop.
Didn’t have a good run going north; just
seven knots at the north end of the Warbys.
When I got into the Yarrawonga circle, I went
fairly close to Corowa and decided to turn
– there was a good looking cloud street in
the westerly direction. Got under those clouds,
found seven knots and started turning.
Moved to another glider above me and found
11.5kt – thank you, whoever that was!
Got to cloudbase and just flew along,
going to the extreme western edge of every
cloud and found consistent 11kt climbs. I had
to go to the north edge of the Deniliquin circle
as I was ahead of time. Had a similar sort of
run coming home; it got soft before the river,
but once I crossed the river into Victoria I got
eight knots to 10 000ft in drier air the, had
a fairly fast run home.”
Fifteen-metre – John Switala (Ventus 1),
127.4km/h: “Oﬀ tow I was struggling at twoand-a-half knots. Then I saw Toby 200m away
and went over, but that was worse than what
I left. We both headed oﬀ in diﬀerent directions
after two turns. I was thermalling and struggling, then I noticed that everyone was above
me. I then found seven knots. The north wind
was drifting us all and it drifted us over the
start line at 7000ft; got an eight to nine-knot-

ter in the first leg. I thought I was slow and
came in a bit ahead of time, but I did it!”
Standard – Allan Barnes, 131.9km/h:
“The start was as John said – a bit tricky. I
managed to find something reasonable at three
knots which got me to cloudbase as the start
opened. Like David, I was keen to get going as
there were a lot of gliders about in poor visibility. I was heading to the east of the first box; got
just in and saw some amazing clouds going to
the second box, so went right in.
I had a reasonable run but wasn’t feeling
that I was getting the best – certainly not 11kt.
I turned in the second box with the WinPilot
telling me I’d be 25 minutes over; on the way
back it got to eight minutes over and I was only
halfway back, so I diverted into the Shepparton
area to use more time.”
David Wilson – morning weather briefing: “Today is a total fire ban in Victoria and
southern NSW. A trough line to the west is
going to come over us and by 6 to 7pm the
wind will go to the south-west.
Ahead of the wind change, there is a significant band of rather moist upper air with
thunderstorms embedded. Somewhere around
the course there will be the odd thunderstorm;
a higher probability over the mountains, but
we’re not going there. Ahead are fairly strong
north-westerly winds. The winds will gust to
20kt on the ground, increasing with height to
30kt at five to 7000ft. Locally around Benalla/
Shepparton the lift might die quite early. Typically in these north-westerly conditions, there’s
not very much nocturnal inversion, we need a
high temperature to get things moving; 35ºC
will give 4000ft.
The weather bureau is forecasting that
thunderstorm bases will be at 10 000ft. One of
the diﬃculties of forecasting today is the cloud,
and how much sun will get through. It is possible that we may have a good day tomorrow.”
Day 6 task – two-hour AAT 147km/
336km, Berrigan (30km), Corowa (30km).
At midday the day was cancelled as
increasing cloud blocked out the sun’s heat
which caused a fall in temperature. The
Melbourne temp trace showed 45kt winds
at 2000ft resulting in little chance of completing any task. Tomorrow, the final day,
looks promising.
D A Y 6  TA K E 2

With one day to fly, the contest was very
close in Standard Class with Allan Barnes
on 4753.3 points and Toby Geiger on
4659.4 points; Peter Gray was third on
4122.8 points.
Graham Garlick was leading 15m Class
with 4453.2 points, Bruce Cowan had
4291.5 and Tim Wilson had 3992.1 points.
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Overall placings for the competition
(day scores averaged):

GLIDING FEDERATION
OF AUSTRALIA

OPEN CLA SS – TOP THR EE

1
2
3

Tony Tabart
David Wilson
Bob Fox

929.0
888.6
871.1

Airworthiness Inspection

FORM 2 AND C OF A NOTICE
■

STANDA RD CLA SS – TOP THREE

1
2
3

Allan Barnes
Toby Geiger
Peter Gray

947.6
932.8
791.6

Bruce Cowan
Graham Garlick
Tim Wilson
John Switala

■

886.6
881.0
757.6
713.2

It was Phil Henderson’s first comp as
director and he thanked all the pilots for
being professional and cooperative in difficult hot conditions. Phil acknowledged the
vast experience of the whole team, without
whom it wouldn’t have been such a smooth
and safe operation: tuggies, weatherman,
tasksetters, safety oﬃcer, marshals and the
scorer, Deniz Ture.
He thanked John Switala, the Gliding
Club of Victoria and everybody associated
for the excellent facilities and assistance.
Phil said that he “…could never have even
considered taking on the job without the
enormous benefit of Colin Turner’s mentoring
during previous competitions at Benalla.”

The C of A requires renewal. $33* payment
is enclosed and the existing C of A document
is returned

■

15 METRE CLA SS – TOP FOU R

1
2
3
4

A Form 2 inspection is due. $150* payment
is enclosed

Initial registration package is required.
$363* payment is enclosed
* Fees include GST

Payment method:

■

Cheque
■ Credit Card ■ Direct Deposit
For internet payments, deposit into:
BSB: 013-442 Account No: 304729562

A) DOCUMENTATION REQUEST
■
■

Please send me a transfer of ownership document
Please send me a change of registered
operator document

Aircraft Type ...............................................................................
Registration marks VH – ...........................................................
Address to which documents are to be sent is:
Name .........................................................................................
Address ......................................................................................
....................................................................................................
State......................................................Postcode.......................
Forward to: GFA Airworthiness Secretary,
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041
Email: <Airworthiness@sec.gfa.org.au>
Fax: 03 9379 5519

Soar the New Zealand Alps!
Gavin Wills Mountain Soaring School
GlideOmarama.com
Season: October to March
Personalised soaring adventures and courses
Exciting soaring, glorious country!
All information and contacts:

Photo: Kerrie Claffey

Tony Tabart led Open Class with 4840.1
points, David Wilson was second on 4394.0
points. With two pilots in Open Class sharing one glider and a minimum of three days
flying required by each pilot, third position
was up for grabs; Max Kirschner was flying
his third competition day in the Ventus 2cT
that he shared with Bob Fox.
Phil Henderson challenged: “It’s painfully
obvious that I’m coming last, but today I have
a special weapon in the Duo Discus, so look
out, eat our dust!”
David Wilson – morning weather briefing: “The trough line which went through
last night is now in NSW. Today’s forecast is
dependent on how much rain there was yesterday and last night. In the areas where it was
heavy, it won’t go high, but areas that missed
out on the rain will be better. Not much cloud
is aﬀecting us in Victoria. Alto-cu and altostratus cloud around here will thin out during
the day. Later in the day in the south-west they
are talking about redeveloping alto-stratus,
which won’t aﬀect us.
There is a light southerly at the moment,
but at about midday this will go around to
the north-west; 12kt on the surface increasing
with height to 40kt at 14 000ft. Under those
conditions there is a possibility of thermal wave,
which will be a bit hard to find in the blue.
The temperature is rather critical as to whether
we get cumulous or not.
The areas where it’s been raining will stay
cooler. There may only be 4000ft thermals in
the wet areas. Maximum height is a bit over
6000ft at 5pm. The forecast is for some thunderstorms in the north and east. It looks like the
trough line is going to hang around and give us
good soaring at Temora next week.”
Day 6 task – two-hour AAT 158km/
313km, Rennie (20km), Tocumwal a/d
(20km), Dookie (20km).
Launch was delayed until 2pm; it was a
very tough day, weak, and thermals were not
going high. There was wave at the start up to
8500ft, but after that, conditions were mainly weak with low climbs to about 4000ft. It
was a mixed day with some pilots reporting
the odd 6000ft. There were five outlandings.
Frustrated with always coming last,
Phil Henderson employed a secret weapon
in the Duo Discus – World champion
pilot, Michael Sommer. Phil reported that,
“Michael was invaluable ballast, which is why
I managed a second for the day!” (Actually,
Phil had declared a lay day.)
Day 6 winners were David Wilson
(84.9km/h), Bruce Cowan (75.4km/h) and
Allan Barnes (76.1km/h).

www.glideomarama.com
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20 Years Under
Colourful Skies
Godfrey Wenness
TIME FLIES, AS THEY SAY AND NOTHING COULD BE CLOSER TO THE
TRUTH WHEN YOU SPEND MUCH OF YOUR LIFE IN THE AIR OR TALK
ING ABOUT IT. FEBRUARY 2008 MARKED MY 20TH YEAR OF FLYING
THOSE COLOURFUL FLOPPY WINGS AND PRESENTED A MOMENT TO
BRIEFLY REFLECT ON THE SPORT I HAVE DEVOTED HALF MY LIFE TO.

T

hose first energetic moon hops are still
vivid, in my case down a shallow grassy
slope at the foot of the Schneeberg (near
Vienna, Austria) in February 1988. That
aerial giant slide feeling was like no other
and had me hooked in a microsecond.
A feeling out of this world, as most of
you reading this will understand.
The course in those days was a whopping three days long. No back protection, no

First flight at Schneeberg, 1988
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helmet, minimalist harness, no radios,
a base jump-like first high flight and a glider
that looked like it was meant to be used for
skydiving. How did anyone survive that era?
Sadly, many didn’t.
After a few years of alpine ‘sleddies’
and ridgesoaring, the first real thermal at
Gilmore (near Tumut, NSW) with Mitsi
on the radio was nothing short of a revelation. This led to much exploration for new
inland sites and some, at times, very exciting
trial and error learning.
Blackheath in the Blue Mountains in the
early ’90s was one of those intimidating sites
renown for tumbling hang gliders and the
playground for acquiring those all-important thermalling skills. Landing at Lithgow
McDonalds, using thermals kicked oﬀ by
many kilometres of sandstone walls, was my
first real cross-country and Mitsi couldn’t
believe I’d done it.

On another (blue) day in ’95 a sneaky
leeside bullet shot me up at well over 10m/s,
to a height I can’t mention here – half of the
vista was the Pacific Ocean, the other was
NSW spread out flat and wide with Sydney
just a hazy blob under my boots. Flying into
Oberon some 40km to the west after a few
more screaming climbs felt like I had earnt
my cross-country stripes – it was then that
the long distance bug well and truly took
hold of me – oddly that distance is still the
paragliding site record there 15 years on!
Buoyed by Advance winning the ’93
World championships, a new ground-breaking Omega 3 arrived in time for my search
to buy a mountain. As history knows I settled at Mt Borah, but had only one thing
on my mind: to break the World record.
For the next eight years I flew every possible
day, non-stop, to rack up 500 to 800 hours
a year, mostly thermalling cross-country.

Stanwell Park, Sigma 2, 1994
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That first Omega saw 920 hours of flying in 18 months. The Swiss were astonished
and wanted to know what I had done to the
material. That initiated a testing association
with them and the material manufacturer,
NCV Porcher Marine, which is still going
strong to this day. Many of the new developments in glider material (cloth, lines, fittings)
were longevity tested here in Manilla!
One of the more pleasant surprises came
after starting a school, when I found that
teaching was so very personally rewarding.
Giving people their wings and igniting a
deep down desire to fly is something few can
do, and for that and all those mega smiles
and thank yous, I am grateful to the former
HGFA Operations Manager, Craig Worth,
who prompted me to give it a go.
Teaching also gave me a whole bunch
of radio controlled wind dummies to explore
the site with and test my thermal finding
theories and methods.
Further on from that, organising and
running competitions was also a means
to an end, as I used the experience to see
the landscape come alive and optimise
techniques to improve cross-country flying.
Of course the end of comp parties were
nothing short of crazy too, as many who

Above: Godfrey in teaching mode…
…and below with students
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attended will remember. Upside down sculling, way too many schnappy hours, courtesy
of Coxy, and some ear-piercing karaoke were
standard fare.
A new wing arrived in the shape of the
Omega 4 in spring ’97 – again a breakthrough safe design that set my personal
sky on fire. The cross-country distances were
creeping up and soon one Aussie milestone
fell after another. First Australian pilot to
fly over 200km and then finally the local
record snatched from the French – 215km
(November ’97). A few months later, after
many similar flights, this was bumped up
to 235km (February ’98).
That season I had flown over 3200km
cross-country of flights greater than 50km
(anything less was a bomb out!) and more
200km flights than anyone else before in
the sport.
Come one mostly blue November morning in ’98, the feeling was there that it was
going to be as good as any of the days I’d
seen. Despite the landscape being relatively
green, only around 20km/h wind, and an
almost cloudless sky, save for the street at the
end, seven and a half hours later I landed
well into Queensland. Manilla was on the
map with a new World record – and from a
hill launch, on a serial glider, in quite civilised conditions.
Holding that record for four years, or
almost one quarter of the modern sports
existence until then, opened doors and
created some notoriety. I also don’t think
anyone will ever be able to say they flew the
World record from their own hill (fully solo
I might add)… and that was one thing I am
still unashamedly very proud of.

Top: Flying the Omega 3 at Mt Borah, 1996
Bottom: The latest Omega 8, 2007

At the time of writing, the 335km
record (amazingly) still stands as an Australian record – nearly 10 years on, despite the
performance of the glider then being less
than the DHV1 school wings we use now!
A new record here must surely be set at
around 500km very soon, given the latest
wings with speedy harnesses are flying 50%
better L/Ds and polars than 10 years ago.
A new century soon dawned and the allnight party goers on top of Mt Borah flew
at sunrise. Long time mate Tony Sandeberg
was the first of many to take to the air in
the new millennium for a real free flight
into history (a Kiwi supposedly jumped
oﬀ a sand dune for five seconds to lay claim
to being the first in the ‘air’ though).
The next goal was to be the first to have
both the tandem and solo World records
at the same time. To that end a new proto
BiBeta from Advance arrived. It was promptly ‘hotted’ up with a speed system and some
line geometry changes to give it performance
similar to the top solo wings.
Soaring Australia
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This page: From the Omega 4 to the Omega 5 prototype

One of the biggest disappointments
was to actually fly the tandem World record
(223km in January 2000) with my partner
Suzi as co-pilot, only to have it knocked
back due to a double barogram failure. This
was despite having our FAI oﬃcial observer,
JJ Bastion, fly with us the whole way, take
photos and sign a statutory declaration that
he observed the whole flight and that we
didn’t land in between. The Y2K bug may
not have aﬀected many, but it sure ruined
our start to the new century.
Avoiding winter for the last 15 years
provided the endless thermalling summer
and countless flights over stunning scenery.
Crossing Switzerland, France and Austria
in most directions, ridgesoaring the Eiger,
gliding down Mare de Glace (Mt Blanc),
long cross-countries through the Dolomites,
Balkans, Pyrenees and Aravis are just a few
of the overseas highlights that photos and
words can’t do justice to.
After 10 years of successful competitions
proving the Mt Borah site, cross-country
14 Soaring Australia

region and our organisation, it was time to
host the 2007 World Championships and
put on the best show possible. In winning
the bid by an unprecedented vote of 24:3,
the next two years were a non-stop blur:
More than 18 hours a day working on the
event organisation by night and on the
mountain by day. Months of fabulous flying
weather passed me by over two summers of
the big drought.
Finally in February 2007, the world
came to my little ol’ hill in the middle of
north-west NSW and Manilla-town would
never be the same again. The drought of
five years had created epic conditions for
the season until then, but for the Worlds
it rained most days. It was disappointing
to say the least.
The incident of Ewa vs CuNimb thrust
us into an international media frenzy just
when we didn’t need it. Worldwide it made
the front page on over 400 newspapers, was
the headline story on every TV network
that existed and resulted countless live TV

and radio interviews. At least a few hundred
million people now knew that paragliding
wasn’t behind a boat and Manilla wasn’t only
in the Philippines!
So after 20 years of over 7500 hours
flying here and in many amazing places
around the world, testing the latest in
prototype gliders from the industries leading
manufacturer, running major annual events,
giving hundreds their wings and making
lasting friendships with a swag of great
people, would I do it all over again?
Passion and addiction are indeed strange
motivators which defy the norms, so the
answer is yes, but with a diﬀerent focus
this time. The next 20 years certainly hold
some aerial challenges which I would love
to conquer and the urge to explore the
sky will never end. The one thing that will
always be there is that amazing three-dimensional aerial chess game against the most
cunning opponent of all: Mother Nature.
See you in the air over the next 20 years!
March 2008

HGFA News
Fred Gungl Joins Team Gin
Gin Gliders welcomes Fred Gungl the Team
Gin Australia.
Multiple Australian National champion,
Fred Gung,l returns to Team Gin to fly the new
Boomerang 5.
Fred joins the Australian Team Gin pilots
Craig Collings, (current Australian National champion), Viv Willams (current Australian Women’s
champion and 2007 World Women’s vice-champion), plus top Australian pilots Shane Hill, Andrew
Horchner, Matts Eliasson and Ivan Anissimov all
flying the new Boomerang 5.
The Boomerang 5 has recently been retrimmed to make it even faster.

Gin Gliders Clean Up At The
Killarney Classic 2008
After six hard days of racing, Craig Collings
absolutely thrashed the opposition at the recent
Killarney Classic, winning by more than 1100
points, while Viv Williams did likewise in the
women’s class.
DHV2-3 was taken out by Phil Hystek flying
a Boomerang Sport and Intermediate Class by
Ashley McMillan on the Zulu 1-2.
For more information or a test flight on the
Boomerang 5, Boomerang Sport or any other
glider of the Gin range, contact Phil Hystek
at Paragliding Queensland on 07 55434000.

Proposed PPG Comp Series
I am planning to organise a fly-in and competition round at Casino for April, weather permitting, which will comprise four tasks to be chosen
from the WAG task catalogue. I expect local
pilots to attend and the points ladder to kick off.
If anyone wants to carry the title of Australian
Champion, it would be in his/her interest
to attend as many rounds as possible.
For the WAG there are wheeled categories
and, I think, a women’s class, but as we have
only one woman pilot to date, we may not go
that way. Researching the tasks would help.
Practising them will obviously be an advantage.
I would like to see if there is further interest
from would-be motor pilots. I still need help with
the finer points of getting ratification from the
HGFA to hold a comp series we can call an
Australian Championship.
For any queries or other information please
contact The Pico Club or myself.
Eddie Gray <edgray@thegray.info>

FA I N E W S
Growing Interest In World Air Games
With just over one month to go before the end
of the first phase of the bidding process for the
2011 World Air Games, the FAI is delighted with
the growing interest in the event.
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• • • • • • •
Since the launch of the
bidding process in November, interest in the 2011
event has been continually
growing and with just
over a month to go before
the deadline for Phase
1 applications, the FAI is
looking forward to a great
race. The FAI is focused
on ensuring the constant
growth and success of the
World Air Games by making the event very attractive for host cities whilst
also ensuring that the
Games reflect the essence
of all FAI’s air sports.
One week – Ten
Sports – Unlimited Adrenaline, clearly describes
the essence of the event.
The World Air Games
<www.worldairgames.
org> is the biggest gathering of air sports in the
world and over one week
brings together World
Champions and other
top competitors in 10 different air sport disciplines.
The bidding process is open to all cities,
regions, FAI member associations, private event
organisers and corporate partners. Interested
parties have until 17 March 2008 to submit their
Phase 1 Application forms to record their interest
in hosting the World Air Games in 2011. This will
be followed by a more detailed bid book application and selection process. All bid documents and
guidelines are available through the FAI office
or can be downloaded <www.worldairgames.org/
2011/bidding-process> at World Air Games 2011.
Max Bishop, Secretary General of the FAI,
commenting from the FAI Executive Board
Meeting held last week in Paris, France, said:
“We are busy working with the Turin team as
they prepare for the 2009 edition of the World
Air Games and also looking to the future when
we hope to have record numbers of bids for the
2011 event. We continue to focus on making the
event attractive for our sports as well as for the
host cities that we take on as our partners.”
For further information, please contact
the FAI for technical or competition queries,
and TSE Consulting for any questions relating
to the bidding conditions or process:
FAI, Jean-Marc Badan, Sports & Development
Director, ph: +41 (0)213451070, <worldairgames
@fai.org>, [www.worldairgames.org].
TSE Consulting, Caroline Anderson, Consultant, ph: +41 (0)213132300, <info@tseconsulting.
com>, [www.tseconsulting.com].

New Paragliding World Records
FAI has ratified the following Class O (Hang
Gliders) records:
Sub-class: O-3 (Paragliders) – General
Claim number: 14871
Type of record: Straight distance
Course/location: Quixada–Duque (Brazil)
Performance: 461.6km
Pilot: Frank Brown (Brazil)
Paraglider: Sol Paragliders Tracer
Date: 14.11.2007
Previous record: 423.4km (21.6.2002,
William Gadd, Canada)
Claim number: 14872
Type of record: Straight distance
Course/location: Quixada–Duque (Brazil)
Performance: 461.6km
Pilot: Marcelo Prieto (Brazil)
Paraglider: Sol Paragliders Tracer
Date: 14.11.2007
Previous record: 423.4km (21.6.2002,
William Gadd, Canada)
Claim number: 14873
Type of record: Straight distance
Course/location: Quixada–Duque (Brazil)
Performance: 461.6km
Pilot: Rafael Monteiro Saladini (Brazil)
Paraglider: Sol Paragliders Tracer
Date: 14.11.2007
Previous record: 423.4km (21.6.2002,
William Gadd, Canada)
FAI congratulates the pilots on their
splendid achievements.
Soaring Australia
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www.gfa.org.au/museum

HISTORIC AVIATION
SITE SOARS TO
HERITAGE HEIGHTS

Further Point Cook Announcement
Graeme Barton

T

he above caption was used on the joint
media release of 31 October 2007, which
announced the inclusion of the Point Cook
RAAF Base in the National Heritage List.
The release stated “Australia’s first military air base and the birthplace of the Royal
Australian Air Force (RAAF), Victoria’s RAAF
Base Point Cook, has been honoured with
inclusion in the National Heritage List.
The announcement was made today by
the Minister for the Environment and Water
Resources, Malcolm Turnbull, the Minister for
Defence, Dr Brendan Nelson, and Chief of
the Air Staﬀ from 1982-1985, Air Marshall
David Evans AC, DSO, AFC (Retired).”
The media release made reference to
the major role Point Cook has played in
the development of the RAAF and to its
close association with aviation pioneers like
Sir Charles Kingsford-Smith.
Whilst previously, specific areas of the
base had been listed on other heritage lists,
its listing on the National Heritage raises its
status – the National Heritage list is regarded
as the highest level of heritage recognition
in Australia. The National Heritage List
includes sites such as the Kurnell Peninsula,
where Captain Cook first set foot in Australia, and the Melbourne Cricket Ground. It is
understood that its listing is the first time on
which an operational defence base has been
included on the National Heritage List.
The Point Cook Airfield Preservation
Action Group, on which the Australian
Gliding Museum has played an active role,
nominated the Point Cook RAAF Base for
inclusion in the National Heritage List and
Commonwealth Heritage List in February,
2004. It was subsequently included on the
Commonwealth Heritage List in mid-2004.
Being listed on the National Heritage
List, the base is now protected under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999. Accordingly, the
original seaplane and battleplane hangars, for
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example, must be maintained and cannot be
altered unless in conformance with this Act.
This announcement follows that made
by the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence, the Honourable Peter
Lindsay MP, on 20 September 2007, that
Defence will retain the Base as an open
working heritage base and that a civilian
precinct would be established there. This
announcement was reported in the December 2007 edition of Soaring Australia.
A reply is still awaited from Defence
on the application submitted on behalf of
some of the volunteer museums, including
the Australian Gliding Museum, for allocation of a site adjoining the RAAF Museum
for erection of the Duigan Aviation Heritage Centre. This proposed Centre, which is
intended to house a civil aviation and recreational aviation museum, fits in well with the
latest announcement adding the whole of
the Point Cook RAAF Base to the National
Heritage List.
ARCHIVING PROJECT

An article in the January 2007 issue of
Soaring Australia reported that the Australian Gliding Museum had been awarded
a Federal Community Heritage Grant of
$6490 to fund a Significance Assessment
and Preservation Survey of its collection
of historical material. Both of these reviews
have now been completed.
SIGNIFIC ANCE ASSE SSME NT

The significance assessment carried out was
aimed at assessing the value and importance
of the heritage items in the Museum’s collection. It was carried out by a qualified
historian with no previous background in
aviation history so the report was a very
independent one. It was also a very disciplined report and, for the information of
readers, I have reproduced two key sections
– the Assessment Against Criteria section
and the final Statement of Significance.

ASSESSMENT
AGAINST CRITERIA

Primary Criteria
Historical Significance:
The AGM collection has considerable historical significance, as it is able to strongly
demonstrate a theme in Australian history
that is poorly reflected and little understood
elsewhere. The plans, drawings, documents,
photographs, journals, reminiscences, biographies and autobiographies reveal an activity that has not only been largely innovative,
self-taught and ‘hands-on’, particularly in
its earlier days, but that has contributed
quite significantly to a number of developments in aeronautical engineering that have
benefited the larger and more commercial
elements of the industry.
Aesthetic Significance:
The craftsmanship and technical excellence
of some of the earlier gliders holds considerable significance. The range of gliders in the
collection shows the development of design,
construction and use of diﬀerent materials
over the decades. The restoration eﬀorts by
AGM volunteers, using methods of construction appropriate for each glider, ensure
that the history of construction is not lost.
Scientific and Technical Significance:
There is some scientific and technical significance in this collection. The technical
drawings and small amount of data on
weather and flight patterns are not able
to shed light on scientific studies of today
or the future. However, the scientific and
technical papers published by OSTIV have,
according to the recommendations of Alan
Patching’s Lilienthal award and accepted
by the FAI, “lasting value to the gliding
community throughout the world.”
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Social and Spiritual Significance:
Although the AGM is currently inaccessible to the public, there is considerable
social significance in its collection held by
its membership. Many have donated and
bequeathed a life’s worth of memorabilia.
There is a strong sense of camaraderie
amongst the gliding community and members are eager that the museum be shared
with all aviation enthusiasts as well as drawing in the general public.
Comparative Criteria
Provenance:
Most of the archival records provided by
each donor have been kept in their original
format and arrangement. The ownership
and use of most of the individual gliders
donated is also known and recorded.
Representativeness:
The AGM collection has tremendous capacity to represent the history of gliding in
Australia. Its collection of photographs,
club records, biographies, correspondence,
gliding journals and magazines, technical
drawings, and technical, teaching and safety
manuals shed light on a range of gliding

history characteristics – from camaraderie,
friendship and club development, to design
and engineering elements, to teaching and
training, to adventure and sport, to competition.
Rarity:
There are no other collections or individual
examples of historic gliders to the extent
the AGM has anywhere in Australia.
Condition, intactness and integrity:
There is a high degree of intactness and
integrity in this collection. The range of
journals and magazines relating to gliding
is very wide, and most have a complete or
almost complete series. The club records
of the Gliding Club of Victoria are complete, as is the collection of material relating
to the World Championships in 1987.
Interpretive potential:
There is a high degree of interpretive potential in this collection. It would be possible,
particularly through the club records, correspondence and technical material, to interpret the history of gliding in this country
and all its characteristics.

Statement of Significance
The Australian Gliding Museum holds considerable significance in its range of aircraft
and its archival collection. It has historical
significance as a museum that is able to
demonstrate many themes in the history
of gliding in Australia, from the self-taught
days of glider building and flying, to the
development of complex technologies and
navigation in the later decades of the 20th
Century. The history of gliding clubs, camaraderie, competition and adventurism is
well represented throughout the files, photographs, memorabilia and reminiscences.
There is aesthetic significance in the
craftsmanship and elegance of the early
homemade gliders, while the technical plans
and drawings contain historical interest for
their methods of construction that are no
longer in use today.
The papers presented to OSTIV and
other leading international gliding and aviation forums by Alan Patching, for which he
received the prestigious Lilienthal Medal, are
considered by the international gliding community to be of ‘lasting value to the gliding
community throughout the world’ and

RF Developments Pty Ltd, Queensland, Australia
Design and manufacture of Aviation instruments and avionics since 1995.
[www.rf-developments.com] Phone: +61 (0)7 54635670
Flarm and ADS-B technology specialists
Run by pilots who actively fly gliders and sports aircraft!
OzFlarm situation awareness system. Detect easily on a compass rose display the
position of other Flarm equipped aircraft. Now 400 systems operating in Australia
and growing. Future ADS-B receive compatibility with technology developed by RFD.
Can connect to PDA to provide GPS source. Will work with hang gliders, paragliders,
ultralights and GA aircraft.
Still only $795.00 – GST included
Flarm-NAV now selling. FlarmNAV is a 57mm instrument developed by RFD that connects to
any Flarm device (MiniOz shown in picture) and displays graphically all Flarm targets with altitude and direction as well as audio alerts. It also has a basic NAV feature allowing FAI-style tasks
to be entered. Wind also displayed. The USB port on the front allows IGC file download of Flarm
records to a stick as well as other supported loggers – in other words: download your old 20/25
blackboxes to USB stick, requires Flarm-NAV Cambridge software logger module upgrade which
we sell. Waypoints are uploaded via a USB stick. Future support for ADS-B display of aircraft.
Intro price $429.00 – GST included
**Warning-staring at this screen will give you an irresistible urge to go gliding**
Altair glide computer, now the STANDARD in glide computers with 45 sold in Australia in
12 months! Moving map display utilising XCsoar, advanced wind and final glide display, RASP
weather prediction overlay, AAT with optimise button, multiple display of active start points,
Flarm “RADAR” display, support for two-seaters, USB port on front for USB stick upload and
download (turnpoints, maps, IGC files, RASP), optional approved IGC logger (Altair Pro).
System connects to Vega audio/voice variometer with latest technology sensors and accelerometers, customised audio tones and voice alerting of Flarm traffic, thermal average, glide distance,
overspeed. Also has a stall warning sensor (requires nose pitot installation) and undercarriage
voice warning – simply the best! Altair is here, now – not “coming soon” like others advertised
and has had two years in the field and fully “de-bugged” software supported here in Australia!
Email for latest pricing and demo CD which allows you to fly the simulator on your home PC.
Oh, I nearly forgot it will connect to Tasman vario engine, Cambridge 302 and B50/500.
We also sell Flarm antennas – GPS antennas – download cables
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provide the Museum’s collection with some
technical significance.
The eﬀorts that members are going to,
to make their collection accessible to the
public and to build and restore the examples
of older aircraft, gives the Australian Gliding
Museum a social significance that spreads
beyond its immediate membership towards
the broader world of aviation and aviation
heritage enthusiasts of all types.
The Museum contains several gliders
that are unique or rare in Australia and internationally. While the program of restoring
as many of the aircraft as possible to flight
capability by using traditional methods of
construction relevant to each of the gliders
gives the collection a high degree of integrity.
There are many opportunities for interpreting several themes in the history of
aviation technology and adventurism in this
collection, but the lack of a publicly accessible space to house and display the collection in its entirety is a severe disadvantage
that renders this unique Australian collection
insignificant to the aviation and lay public of
this country.
In the near future, the erection of the
Bruce Brockhoﬀ Australian Gliding Museum
Annexe at Bacchus Marsh (plans for which
were not known at the time of writing the
Assessment of Significance report) will go

some way to addressing this concern, but
the establishment of the proposed Duigan
Aviation Heritage Centre at Point Cook
will ultimately make our collection available for viewing by the whole aviation and
lay public.
The report went on to make a number
of recommendations, included in which
was the statement that: “The AGM collection
would be greatly enhanced by the addition of
a substantial oral history collection that recorded the reminiscences, activities, techniques,
camaraderie and concerns of gliding since the
1930s if possible.” A start has been made on
collecting such oral histories and a number
of notable gliding pioneers have already
been interviewed.
Preservation Survey
This survey was carried out by a qualified
conservator and covered, amongst other
aspects, an over view of the current condition of the collection holdings, advice
on practical low cost approaches to their
preservation, and recommendations on
the preservation strategy which should
be put in place to meet the longer-term aim
of the AGM. It did not cover preservation
of our collection of historic gliders.
The conservator found that the collection is in a relatively sound and stable

BOOK REVIEW
Alan Patching
‘RHON ADLER 75 YEARS ALEXANDER SCHLEICHER
SEGELFLUGZEUGBAU’ 248 PAGES, BY PETER SELENGER

T

he Australian Gliding Museum has been
given one of only 10 English translations
of this magnificent illustrated history of
Schleicher Sailplanes. The book was first
published in German in 2003 and was then
updated and translated in 2006.
The author, Peter Selinger, is well-known
to many Australians for his excellent gliding
photographs which he has used, along with
others, to show almost every type of glider
built by Schleichers. In the period covered
1927 to 2002 they have produced over 8500
gliders from seven designers from whom
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Schleichers got the licence to build or put
their whole creative eﬀort at the disposal of
the company. One of these of course was
Edmund Schneider, and they built Grunau
Baby IIb and III, ES49 gliders under licence.
The author has provided a comprehensive history of the design and development
of each of the gliders along with a considerable amount of technical data. The creation
of new designs produced many challenges
for both the aerodynamicists and structural
engineers and solutions make for very interesting reading. I found the chapters covering

condition and that current AGM collection
management practice reflects good practical
archival preservation practice. It identified
four priority areas for attention – the storage
area, copying of collection items, development of policies and guidelines, and training
of volunteers – and it contains extensive recommendations in each of these areas. These
areas will be progressively followed up and
acted on.
The report recommends, amongst other
items, improved storage facilities, extensive
repackaging of our collection, the making
of digital copies where appropriate, and
training requirements. The recommendations will serve as the basis for the submission of an application for an additional grant
later this year under the Federal Community
Heritage Grant Program.
The first priority, creation of an
improved storage area, will be addressed in
the near term by the construction of a suitable secure room in the Australian Gliding
Museum Bruce Brockhoﬀ Annexe at Bacchus Marsh. Here it is intended to consolidate the archival collection, currently mainly
stored at members’ homes, and prepare it for
ultimate public access at the proposed Point
Cook Duigan Aviation Heritage Centre.
David Goldsmith has volunteered to work
on our collection at this facility.

the ASW 22 through all its variants to the
ASW 22-2, which spawned the ASH 25,
to be compelling reading.
There is no doubt the combination of
Gerhard Waibel, Martin Heider and Loek
Boermans has been very successful in providing the world gliding community with
‘state of the art’ gliders. There have been
many new features created by the designers
and put into production including cockpit
crashworthiness, winglets, and boundary
layer control, all of which are covered in
some detail.
The author acknowledges the frequent
and far reaching support from numerous
friends and helpers which has resulted in
a comprehensive publication of the history
of the world’s oldest glider manufacturer
and its products.
For copies in German contact Peter
F Selenger, Landschreiberstr 21, 70619
Stuttgart, Germany.

March 2008

G FA

Diamond – Mine
Henry Leschen
WEDNESDAY, 8 AUGUST 2007, APPEARED PROMISING FOR WAVE FLYING FROM ARARAT AIRFIELD WITH
WESTERLY WINDS ALOFT EXCEEDING 15 TO 20KT ON THE LOWER SLOPES OF MT WILLIAM. AT 9:25AM
GEOFF VINCENT RAN MY PIK’S LEFT WINGTIP AS MY BROTHER RICHARD AEROTOWED ME DUE WEST
TOWARDS ONE TREE HILL.

C

limbing through 4800ft, towplane and Pik encountered
strong lift of 800ft/min. Thinking it best to remain on tow for
a little longer I didn’t release until reaching
5400ft. Moments after release the Pik was
dived at 90kt to mark a low point on the
barograph trace, being careful not to descend
below 4800ft which was the bottom of the
wave. Passing through 4900ft Pik’s nose was
gently raised and we zoomed up to regain
lost altitude, levelling out at 5200ft.
Turning onto a heading of 270-degrees
smooth air and a steady climb indicated that
we were still in wave lift. Ten minutes later
the altimeter showed 8500ft. It was time
to speed up and leave the tertiary wave and
head towards Moyston township over 12km
away where the more powerful secondary
wave lift lay.
On reaching Moyston at 5700ft a slow
climb carried us to 7000ft. Moving upwind,
lift increased to 700ft/min and remained
steady as Pik climbed above a large dam.
At 10:27 a maximum altitude of 9400ft
was reached. The steady tick-tick of my
clockwork-driven barograph and the intermittent click of my oxygen valve were
reassuring sounds as I snuggled down
in my sun-drenched cockpit.
Further west over Mt William small
lenticular clouds, which had looked so
promising at take-oﬀ, had started to decay
as the wave collapsed around me. Not wishing to outland, I beetled back at 55kt
heading for Ararat airfield. On flying over
Mt Ararat weak sink gave way to broken lift.
Was this a mixture of hill and thermal lift,
or had the wave begun to recycle? Turning into wind at 4200ft above Mt Ararat’s
steepest slope, broken lift carried Pik to an
altitude of 4600ft. Ten minutes later we
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had climbed a further 3000ft and flew at
increased speed upwind seeking still stronger
lift. Climbing through 9000ft I donned my
oxygen mask. It took another 30 minutes to
reach 18 000ft and on looking straight down
the township of Moyston appeared
far below.
At 12 noon Mt William’s two radio
towers beckoned me to fly forward into the
primary wave. Lowering Pik’s nose, speed
was increased to 75kt. Fifteen minutes later
at 20 500ft I needed to climb only a further
200ft to gain Diamond height, but, no –
I could easily fail if I misread my lowest
altitude. It would be safer to continue to
climb for another seven to eight minutes
and attempt to reach 22 700ft giving me
a gain of height of around 18 500ft and
a safe margin.
Flying further upwind and circling
beneath a large cirrus cloud, needle sharp ice
crystals poured through the nose vent stinging my left hand and face. Glancing at the
altimeter I was pleased to see it registered
a little over 22 700ft. To the south lay
Willaura and, beyond, the smaller townships
of Chatsworth and Caramut. The pressure
gauge on the right hand cockpit wall indicated that little more than half of the oxygen
had been used.
At 15:03 Pik circled above the wind
farm of Challicum Hills. By now my upper
body and toes were so cold it was time to
dash towards Ararat airfield. Making a long
approach to runway 30, Pik rolled to a stop
opposite the windsock at 15:27. It was to
be 10 days later that my Diamond gain of
height was confirmed.
In conclusion, let me say that Ararat
is an ideal site for wave flying if one
is well prepared and tenacious.

Henry Leschen

LAKE
KEEPIT

TAMWORTH NSW
Visit Lake Keepit Soaring Club
for some of the best
cross-country gliding in NSW
[www.keepitsoaring.com]
Email: <manager@keepitsoaring.com>

Ph: (02) 6769 7514
Fax: (02) 6769 7640
★ Club rates for all GFA pilots
★ Good glider availability
★ Winch and aerotow courses
★ Free flying after 4 hours
★ Mid-week operations
★ Airconditioned cabins,
bunkhouse, camping
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WEATHER TO FLY OR NOT?
Barry Oliver
AN AMAZING STORY OF WEATHER MONITORING AND THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF MICHAEL IMHOLZ
AND ALISTAIR DICKIE.

T

he weather is one of the most important
variables in deciding whether to go flying or
not. Around the world each diﬀerent flying
location has its own weather patterns, and
local pilots each have their own techniques
for attempting to judge the suitability of
conditions. Generally, there are consistencies in the techniques within a locality. For
example, in Australia most pilots would
initially check the Bureau of Meteorology
(BOM) daily forecast for their particular
region and then apply some individually
developed technique to obtain a narrower
band on that forecast for a particular site.
Some sites have UHF and/or mobile
phone windtalkers to provide real-time
data. This implies that the method generally
begins at a big picture level and is narrowed
down both in terms of location and time.
This article explains how the weather is
forecast in Canberra and the technology that

has been developed by Michael Imholz and
Alistair Dickie to provide real-time information and trend analysis on wind speed and
direction from a number of local Canberra
flying sites.
As mentioned previously, the most likely
first port of call for gauging daily conditions
is the BOM daily forecast. This provides
a big picture view of the weather forecast
for a day or two out with daily wind speed
and direction predictions. In Canberra the
next port of call is the observations for the
local BOM weather stations. These provide
hourly, sometimes half-hourly (and sometimes even 10 minutes) updates on wind
speed and direction from half a dozen BOM
sites within 100km of Canberra. These allow
either confirmation or rejection of the daily
forecasts and provide some real-time data.
These are available across diﬀerent regions
around Australia. Generally, the monitor-

ing stations are not at a flying site, so some
extrapolation of information is required
to gauge what the wind is likely to be like
at a particular site. Some flying sites have
windtalkers triggered by UHF or mobile
phones which provide even more precise
real-time data on wind speed, direction and
temperature.
The next level of detail for Canberra
becomes unique. This level incorporates both
real-time and time series patterns of wind
speeds, direction and temperature from flying sites in the Canberra area. In Canberra,
we are extremely fortunate to have the interest and skills of Michael Imholz and Alistair
Dickie. Michael has been instrumental in
developing the current windtalkers located at
three sites and Alistair has been instrumental
in getting the information from them onto
the web.
Currently, there are three windtalkers in
Canberra. These are at our three main flying
sites and provide continuous information on
wind strength, direction and temperature.
This information comes from a wind vane,
wind anemometer and a temperature gauge
on each site which is fed into a circuit board.
The circuitry converts the signals into voice
and data. A number of processes within the
circuitry allow summary information to be
developed. This includes wind speed for
gusts and lulls over a previous time interval
and current speed. Both voice and data
information are then transferred to a UHF
radio and the voice is also transferred to a
mobile phone.
If someone wishes to obtain real-time
wind information they can do it via a UHF
radio, the internet or via a mobile phone.
The UHF signal is obtained by pressing the
PTT button on a designated channel on a
UHF radio for a set number of times. The
diﬀerent sites require a diﬀerent number of
presses. This triggers the wind talker to transmit the information over the UHF radio on
a designated channel. However, some safeguards have been built into the system. For
example, before the UHF signal is triggered
Figure 1: An example of the graphical presentation
of wind information from a local site in Canberra
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there needs to be a certain period of no
transmissions before and after the required
PTT. The precise number of clicks of the
PTT also needs to be completed within
a certain time frame. These are features
to minimise unwanted triggering.
The information is also sent via a digital
data packet across a UHF frequency. A UHF
radio in Alistair’s home picks up the signal.
This is fed into software developed by Michael
and reconverted into readable form and
displayed on the ACTHPA website.
Alistair developed graphical presentation of the data that shows when and where
it is flyable. An example is shown in Figure
1. The top graph shows the wind speed,
gust and lull over the previous 10 minutes.
The information is in miles per hour as
the instruments are sourced from the US.
The central shaded area is when the wind
strength is deemed suitable. Temperature
is also displayed. The next graph shows the
direction. The change in wind speed and
direction around 1800 hours and the spike
in speed provides a good example of the
arrival of the seabreeze. More on this later.
The lower ‘ON-o-meter’ graph shows when
flying conditions are deemed ‘on’ (of course
all disclaimers apply). These are all colour
coded. A red reading of the ‘on-o-meter’
suggests that it isn’t flyable. A green indicates
it is ‘on’. These of course are only conditions
deemed suitable for soaring. Also, the
‘ON-o-meter’ is only set-up for paragliding.
There was one suggestion that a ‘HANGON-o-meter’ should be established for hang
gliding conditions. The title generated a few
laughs. Upgrades will continue to occur.
The recordings shown in the graphs in
Figure 1 are also available for up to 24 hours
as shown in Figure 2 for five 10-minute
intervals. A series of options will allow what
data is displayed. The historical data may
be useful for research into long-term micro
climate wind pattern analyses.
As previously mentioned, the wind
information is also available via a mobile
phone. Dialling the appropriate number
for the site gives similar information as that
obtained via a UHF radio and the web.
Power for the windtalkers is provided
via a 12 volt maintenance-free battery which
sources solar electricity via a solar cell. UHF
transmission is sent via a standard UHF
radio and Yargi antenna. Reception can be
obtained in most Canberra suburbs. Mobile
phone transmission is via a standard GSM
digital mobile phone with an external antenna. All the equipment is stored in a lockable

Figure 2 Wind data

box mounted beside the mast holding the
wind measuring equipment and solar panel.
A picture of one of the windtalkers is
provided in Figure 3.
The information that Canberra pilots
have at their disposal to not only forecast
the weather conditions, but to get real-time
data straight from a number of sites, is first
rate and unique. The information not only
improves the chances of being able to fly,
but improves safety. This is particularly
important in Canberra where the afternoon
easterly or seabreeze can arrive and within
minutes push a soarable westerly into a
40mph easterly. Figure 1 provides good
evidence of how fast the wind can change
speed and direction. The Lake windtalker
which is to the east of our westerly site gives
extremely valuable information on approaching seabreezes. It takes about 30 minutes to
an hour for a seabreeze to arrive at Spring
after it has arrived at the Lake.
Figure 4 provides the graph of the Lake
windtalker over a similar period to Figure
1. Comparing Figure 1 and Figure 4 it can
be seen that the change at the Lake was
about 30 minutes before it arrived at Spring.
Another interesting issue from Figure 1 and
Figure 4 is the wind gradient between the

Figure 3: The windtalker equipment at one of the local sites
in Canberra. The pilot in the paraglider is Alistair Dickie,
the man behind the internet interface of the data

Lake versus Spring. Spring is considerably
higher than the Lake and as a result the wind
is generally much stronger. Also of interest
in this particular case is how quickly the seabreeze died oﬀ. Within a few hours the wind
went from a soarable westerly to a dangerous
easterly and back to a soarable westerly. It
wasn’t really soarable as it was overnight.
Sometimes the seabreeze hangs around
overnight and provides equivalent of coastal

Figure 4: Wind data from Lake George
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Figure 5: The man behind the technology
of the ACTHPA windtalkers, Michael Imholz,
shown here working on a windtalker

soaring conditions in the early hours of the
morning before the prevailing westerly takes
hold and the pattern repeats. When the
seabreeze arrives in the afternoon it is ideal
for more experienced hang gliders, but
the strength is nearly always too strong
for paragliders.

We are all indebted to the work that
Michael Imholz has done in developing
the software, manufacturing the circuitry
and building the windtalkers. We are also
indebted to Alistair Dickie for setting up
the web interface. We cannot thank them
enough for their contribution in providing
a safer and more reliable place to fly.

Some History of Hang Gliding
Graham Sutherland

C

irca 1973: I was studying at the Queensland Institute of Technology and saw
a notice of a hang gliding club starting
up. I went along thinking it would be
cool to have a QIT Hang Gliding Club Tshirt. The student union agreed to buy us a
‘kite’, so the two instigators of the club went
oﬀ to Ipswich near Brisbane to buy a hang
glider. Tony King, the manufacturer, took
these guys out for a half-day lesson when
they took delivery. They then came back and
were our ‘instructors’.
Our instruction consisted of: How to
hold the glider (one hand on the basebar and
one on the upright with the other elbow also
propping up the other upright); how to run
with the wing parallel to the hill and bar out
when up to speed; which way to push on the
basebar to control it in the air; and to push
out to flare on landing. That was it, our total
instruction in hang gliding.
Our first hang glider weighed not much
more than 30 pounds (half the weight of
a modern hang glider). It was an advanced
model with a nose angle of 90 degrees, earlier models could be as low as 70 degrees.
It was single surface, with circular flexible
electrical conduit for battens that acted in
the same way as battens in a boat sail. The
A-frame was smaller than in modern gliders and was just one piece of welded, small
diameter stainless steel tubes. When we bent
the A-frame, which we often did, we just
bent it back.
We searched around and found a steep
and grassy hill about 100ft high out the back
of Samford. The next three months were
spent there doing glides down, humping the
glider back up, sweating and wiping cow
dung oﬀ our clothes, etc. We loved it. We
were flying! One day it was really windy and
one guy launched from the top and barred
22 Soaring Australia

out a bit and actually went up about 20ft!
Wow, we just looked at him in amazement.
He was soaring! Never mind that he was
parked in the one spot and if the wind had
been two knots stronger he would have been
blown over the back.
Eventually we were ready to try something bigger and with the aid of topo maps
found a great 1500ft high site that had a
fantastic view of the Glasshouse Mountains
that we called Booroobin, later it came to
be called Bellthorpe. I convinced my mate
‘Howdy’ Folkes to be the first one oﬀ.
Never having flown anything the least bit
like this, we weren’t even sure of clearing the
shrubbery in front of launch or of making
the bomb-out. The first flight was a real knee
trembler, but we did get over the shrubbery
in front of launch and made the bomb-out
with heaps of height and sometimes even had
to do 360s to get down into it. By this time
the student union had bought us two more
gliders (Wings Condors).
Some days we did even manage to soar,
and then we discovered that there was a
much better place to be taking oﬀ that even
oﬀered the possibility of landing back on
top. We were in bliss, every weekend, weather permitting we crammed three or four guys
into an old Falcon, put the club gliders on
the by now very bent roof racks and headed
oﬀ to fly. We took turns being the guy that
drove down the bottom to pick up the flyers
(most flights were sleddies) and could do one
flight an hour.
The new launch sloped oﬀ relatively
gently with a ledge below, followed by a
precipitous drop that could get big thermals
coming up it. One of the instigators of the
club was an architecture student and unlike
us, engineering students perhaps didn’t make
as big an eﬀort to understand the mechanics of flight. One day he hit a particularly
strong thermal over the drop oﬀ that pitched

the glider up. He knew that barring out
made you go up and that thermals made
you go up, so he barred out and promptly
stalled the wing. The wing then dove and
he over-corrected and stalled the wing even
worse (no radios in flight in those days to
give instructions). At this point, I think he
panicked and the result was a series of worsening stalls resulting in steeper dives until
he impacted the hill. Twelve weeks he spent
in hospital in traction, all because he didn’t
understand the mechanics of flight.
A year or two later better gliders had come
out, and I can remember the first time I cored
a thermal. It was incredible to see the planet
receding away from me as I was circling.
We knew next to nothing about thermalling and pretty much all we ‘knew’ was
that thermals get stronger at altitude and can
cause our kite to fold up (no parachutes).
There had been a couple of such accidents
in Australia at this time and the pilots had
ridden the wreckage to the ground and
survived. The hang glider surface areas were
much bigger than today’s gliders, so acted
as a better parachute.
Many years later, when I was learning
paragliding, I was sharing the cabin at Godfrey’s place with a Pommy paraglider pilot.
One morning as I was getting ready to go
up the hill I noticed he wasn’t making
preparations. “Aren’t you coming up the hill
today?” “Nah, it doesn’t look all that good,
if it doesn’t look like at least a 40km day it’s
not worth bothering.”
Times sure have changed. Yet we had
just as much fun on that 100ft high hill as
guys these days have doing cross-countries,
and we never measured our enjoyment of
the sport in kilometres. I can imagine that
some day people will be bored with experiencing walking on the moon and only think
it is worthwhile putting on a space suit
to walk on the moons of Jupiter.
March 2008

Enda Murphy flying at Cabarita Beach, Northern NSW
Photos: Jonny Durand Jnr
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Report: James Lawson
& Che Golus
Photos:
James Lawson, Maureen
McEaney,
Kacper Jankowski,
Andrew Polidano,
Bob Smith

O

n 12 and 13 January this year,
warriors from across the land
gathered for the first “Weekend
Warrior Weekend” at Manilla.
Everyone from the HGFA President to Isso
and Fonzie, the Basher drivers, turned up
to do battle. The first battle of this oﬃcially
unsanctioned competition was to allocate
all competitors to Jedi, Warrior, Wookie, or
Xena class. Brawling broke out and bribes
were oﬀered and accepted (thanks, Andrew
Polidano) after everyone found out that the
selection process was entirely subjective and
at the organisers’ whim.
The battleground then moved to the
skies, as the first task was called to Cobbadah. A lead gaggle of Jedi class pilots charged
down the range and all decked it before
Barraba. This allowed another Jedi pilot,
Benn Kovco (second), and Warriors Wes
Manzke (first) and Tim Smith (third) to get
to goal and take the top three places for the
day. As a result, the comp organisers moved
quickly to announce that Wes and Tim will
(reluctantly) be granted Jedi Class status in
all future WWW comps.
Sunday’s goal was Godfrey’s landing paddock via Tarpoly and Manilla. Stable condi24 Soaring Australia

tions eventually gave way to strong climbs
to 2500m asl. Two cartons of free goal beer
were just the motivation needed for Che
Golus (first), Godfrey Wenness (second) and
James Lawson (third) to push bar through
the headwind and get to goal. A special
mention goes to Crannie (AUS/NZ) getting
to goal on the tandem and Thomas Blatter
(CH) for battling for over five hours, continuing on long after goal had closed, to land
just a few kilometres short.
As the sun slowly set and the beers
quickly disappeared, winners were
announced and then temporarily forgotten
when Tim Smith donated his bourbon prize
and four cans of cola that were liberated
from Bob’s cabin to the remaining pilots
and groupies.
Thanks to all those who attended, the
weather gods, Godfrey and Manilla Paragliding, Paragliding Headquarters and Gradient,
The Royal Hotel, Noel and Renetta
McMillan, Bob Smith, Andrew Polidano
and Geoﬀ Wong.
Full results available at [www.highcloud.
net/xc/comp_result.php?comPk=11].
Planning is well under way for the next
Weekend Warrior Weekend to be held on
March 2008
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the April long weekend.
The comp will have a
number of improvements
including a proper sanction application, catering
for non-alcoholics and
in what would be a first
for Australian paragliding: an appearance by
the Macquarie University
Cheerleading Squad (the
squad’s attendance, at the
time of going to press,
has not been confirmed).
WOOKIE CLASS

OVE RALL/JEDI CLA SS

1
2
3

Godfrey Wenness
Patrick Roser
Che Golus

Advance Omega
Niviuk Peak
Niviuk Icepeak

1
2
3

Niviuk Artik
Gin Beetle
Advance Epsilon

1
2
3

Wes Manzke
Graeme Cran
Tim Smith
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Independence Dragon
Advance Epsilon
Swing Mistral

XENA CLASS

WARRI OR CLA SS

1
2
3

Michael Roelens
Georg Immler
Jan Smith

Petra Zellweger
Suzi Smith
Jan Smith

Swing Astral
Advance Epsilon
Swing Mistral

Soaring Australia

25

G FA

GLIDING GRAND PRIX

Technology Brings Airsports
Live to the World
Ann-Kathrin Kiehn
WHEN I WAS APPROACHED A YEAR AGO ABOUT COMMENTATING FOR THE FIRST WORLD GLIDING
GRAND PRIX FINAL IN NEW ZEALAND, I WAS A LITTLE APPREHENSIVE, BUT HUGELY EXCITED!
IT ALL SOUNDED SO UNBELIEVABLY OUT OF THIS WORLD!

M

y job was twofold: Firstly, the World
Gliding Grand Prix which was to
be held from 19 to 24 December
2007, followed by the New Zealand Air Games in Wanaka on 17 and 28
December. Sure enough, I headed to Omarama, South Island, one of the world’s most
famous gliding sites. Omarama is surrounded by the majestic Southern Alps which
includes Mt Cook; unforgiving terrain
and challenging for our experienced glider
pilots indeed.
Eighteen pilots had qualified through
eight events held within the previous two
years around the globe. Australia had a sole
representative, Bruce Taylor, from Kentucky
NSW, who holds 10 National titles. He was
so excited to be part of this new way of
racing gliders.
Grand prix racing is a new concept that
makes flying enjoyable to the general public.
Much like America’s Cup yachting, pilots
raced head to head along a task, tracked
in real time. This information was relayed
via telemetry in each glider, using live satellite 3D graphics, along with mini cams for
live pictures of the pilots. Two helicopters
filming air to air shots could not keep up

with gliders doing 300km/h out on task!
It was thrilling for all those watching, wondering about decisions and observing the
tactics of our pilots. The races were viewed
worldwide on the internet, from Lithuania
to Slovakia, the USA and Africa. The New
Zealand Company, Animation Research
(who brought the America’s Cup to us), did
the graphics for this event. Everyone was
amazed at the complexity and enormity of
the technology and the endless possibilities
to bring airsports live to the world. For the
first time, family, friends and crews knew
what happened out on task before some
of the pilots did!
We had some incredible highs and some
sad lows one of our German competitors,
Herbert Weiss, came to grief in the mountains. However, despite much sadness, the
general consensus was that this event was
a huge success. Bruce Taylor also had a day
win by seven minutes ahead of secondplaced Uli Schwenk. A huge margin in
grand prix terms! Being a small competition
made it much more intimate. The pilots,
crews and organisers got to know each other
very well indeed. The FAI President, Pierre
Portmann, was on hand to observe both the
grand prix and the New Zealand air games
and whether it can be brought to the general
public successfully on an ongoing basis.
The winner was World number one
Sebastian Kawa from Poland (Diana 2),
second Uli Schwenk, Germany (Ventus
2ax) and third Ben Flewett, New Zealand
(ASW27). Bruce Taylor, Australia, (ASW27),
came eighth.
For more information, check out
[www.gpgliding.com].
In the commentary box:
Gavin Wills, Anni Kiehn, Gill Spreckly
Photo: H Kiehn
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Larger than life in Wanaka: Anni and Gill along
with Toni from TVNZ
Photo: H Kiehn

NEW ZEALAND AIR GAMES

The New Zealand Air Games that followed
the grand prix was held in Wanaka, home
of the Warbirds over Wanaka, the biggest
airshow held bi-annually in the southern
hemisphere. This was a multi-sport event
held on one airfield.
Ten sports, boasting world champions in
each discipline came to Wanaka to showcase
to the world that aviation can be enjoyed by
the general public. The set-up was amazing;
I was thrown in amongst film crews, engineers, computer animators and a myriad
of support crews. The place was buzzing…
It was not an airshow, but an air games
and winners were announced in each discipline. We watched live on a massive screen:
skydiving pylon racing, the Tiger Moth Le
Mans race, paramotors, speed hang gliding
and cross-country, cross-country paragliding,
aerobatics, model aircraft, helicopter precision tasks, experimental aircraft, balloons,
microlights and a gliding task – all competing and vying for the title of New Zealand
Air Games Champion.
The atmosphere on the airfield was
electric. Pilots and crews from all disciplines,
with a common love of aviation enjoyed
March 2008
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sharing their sport and experiences with others. It was a wonderful aviation experience.
The New Zealand Air Games gliding
champion was, again, Sebastian Kawa
from Poland, second Mark Holliday, South
Africa, and third Michael Sommer representing Germany.
OT H E R R E S U LT S :
HA NG GLIDING CROSS -CO UNTRY

1
2
3

Matt Barlow (New Zealand)
Jonny Durand (Australia)
Shane McKaul (New Zealand)

SP EED HANG GLIDING

1
2
3

Chuck Berry (New Zealand)
Geraldo Bin (Argentine)
Jonny Durand (Australia)

PA RAG LIDING C ROSS -COUNTRY

1
2
3

Jeff Ripley (New Zealand)
Russell Read (New Zealand)
Gert van Maren (New Zealand)

Grand Prix pilots assemble in Wanaka

Photo: A Kiehn

PA RAG LIDING AC ROBATIC S

1
2
3

Antoine Montant (France)
Felix Rodriguez (Spain)
Jonathan Barbe (France)

New Zealand Air Games winners
are grinners (left to right):
3rd Michael Sommer,
1st Sebastian Kawa,
2nd Mark Holliday
Photo: A Kiehn

Jonny Durand Jnr, the only person to win two medals at the Air Games with Anni Kiehn
Photo: H Kiehn

Credit should be given to Airsports
International and its inspirational CEO
Peter Newport, for having the vision, drive
and enthusiasm to make this all happen.
At the closing ceremony he received a well
deserved standing ovation. Next stop, the
FAI meeting in Paris, and fingers crossed,
that this was the successful precursor to the
first World Air Games to be held in Torino,
Italy in 2009.
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We all need to support this project
for the future of airsports so that the
general public can enjoy aviation as
much as we do!
Check out [www.airsportslive.com]
and [www.fai.org] to keep in touch with
what is happening.
A DVD of these events will also
be available shortly via Airsports
International.
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48TH WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Beverley Airfield, 4 to 12 January 2008
Jeff Woodward – Contest Director
THE WAGA STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS FOR 2008 WERE HELD OVER A NINE DAY PERIOD, HOWEVER THE
FIRST CONTEST DAY WAS LOST DUE TO THE FINAL LINGERING EFFECTS OF EXTROPICAL CYCLONE
‘MELANIE’, WHICH RESULTED IN THE CHAMPIONSHIPS BEING REDUCED TO EIGHT CONTEST DAYS.

G

enerally, the weather over the competition period allowed the tasksetter (Greg
Beecroft) to provide competitors with
satisfying two-and-a-half to three hour
AATs with one ‘Run’ task included. Contest
days varied from very weak average climbs
to 4500ft through to a very strong day
with a cloud base of 12 000ft. Fresh prevailing winds challenged competitors during
three contest days. Competition meteorologist, John Welsh, interpreted the weather
data very accurately so that each day could
be maximised.
The major change to the format of the
WAGA competitions was the introduction
of a new ‘Championship Class’ using the
2006/07 Club Class handicaps. All aircraft
were also permitted to carry water ballast,
if desired. However, an additional handicap
factor was applied to those gliders which
competed heavier than the glider’s published
Club Class reference weight. This factor was
declared by each pilot on a daily basis at the
launch grid. Random weighing was then
carried out. The purpose of this new single
class was an attempt to group as many WA
gliders together into a single class competition as possible, rather than have just a few
gliders each competing in various classes.
With a few small refinements, the idea has
the potential to be extremely successful for
the smaller states such as WA to run an
exciting championship.
This year, there were 25 aircraft competing in Championship Class, ranging from a
Nimbus 3, DG1000, DG505, ASW17 and
ASW27 down to an ASK21, all competing
successfully together. In addition, a nonhandicapped Standard Class was oﬀered, and
undertaken by eight of the Championship
Class gliders. A Two-seater Class (four gliders) and a Novice Class (two gliders) competition was also conducted.
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The championships were very close and
exciting throughout the eight contest days.
There were seven diﬀerent daily winners and
11 pilots were placed first, second or third
at least once. A number of newer competing
pilots have displayed their huge potential
to become very successful State and even
National champions of the future.
The eventual overall winner, Daryl
Mackay, demonstrated how an even consistency over the competition period can
bring success. Daryl finished no higher than
fifth on any single day, but in the end was
crowned WA Champion for 2008. The
unluckiest pilot of the competition was Greg
Beecroft who won two days and was placed
on four others, but a minor technical error
on day three certainly cost him the championship. Full result details are available on
the competition website [www.waga.org.au].
The Beverley Soaring Society is to be congratulated in hosting a very successful event.
D A I LY R E S U LT S
C HAMPIO N SHIP C LASS

Day One:
1 Jeff Woodward
2 Greg Beecroft
3 Rod Carter
Day Two:
1 Greg Beecroft
2 John Welsh
3 Ashley Boyle
Day Three:
1 Stephan Friedrich
2 Denis Macneall
3 John Kenny
Day Four:
1 Greg Beecroft
2 Allan Gartland
3 Kevin Saunders

OQ
AN
IZQ

1000
979
913

AN
MY
ZU

1000
934
928

Day Five:
1 Swain Johnson
2 John Welsh
3 Stephan Friedrich
Day Six:
1 Allan Gartland
2 Jeff Woodward
3 Greg Beecroft
Day Seven:
1 Ashley Boyle
2 Greg Beecroft
3 Stephan Friedrich
Day Eight:
1 Denis Macneall
2 Greg Beecroft
3 Rod Carter

1000
991
983

1000
979
976

UKT
OQ
AN

1000
976
895

ZU
AN
IZG

1000
974
879

UX
AN
IZQ

1000
999
970

OVE RALL TOP TEN

1 Daryl Mackay DG1000 DGZ (Beverley) 6862.9
2 Swain Johnson Nimbus 3
IIX (GCWA)
6795.9
3 John Welsh Hornet
MY (Beverley) 6694.1
4 Rod Carter Std Jantar 2 IZQ (GCWA) 6607.1
5 Stephan Friedrich ASW17 (19m)
IZG (Beverley) 6600.4
6 Greg Beecroft Std Cirrus AN (Beverley) 6546.5
7 Denis Macneall Pik20e UX (GCWA) 5989.2
8 Allan Gartland Std Jantar 2
UKT (Beverley) 5959.2
9 Allan Phelps Std Cirrus VE (Beverley) 5950.8
10 Andrew Greig Std Cirrus RO (Beverley) 5850.5
STANDAR D CLASS

1
IZG
UX
XE

IIX
MY
IZG

Rod Carter Std Jantar 2 IZQ 6819.0 (GCWA)

T EAM RE SULTS

1

GCWA (Swain Johnson, Rod Carter,
Denis Macneall)

19392.2

T WO -SEATE R CLA SS

AN
UKT
IZS

1000
984
959

1

Daryl Mackay (with R McLean, O Jones
and G Wishart) DG1000 DGZ (Beverley)

NOVICE C LASS

1

Michael Derry Std Jantar 2 IZY (Narrogin)
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Accidents and Incidents
Kevin Olerhead, Chief Technical Officer – Operations
Listed below are accidents and incidents reported to
have occurred from 1 April to 30 November 2007.
One fatal glider accident occurred in the period
with the loss of one life. Another non-flying related
accident occurred at a gliding club resulting in the
loss of a life.
This period has seen a decline in reported serious
accidents. The below list contains more incidents than
accidents. However, it should be noted that several
of the accidents listed could easily have had far more
serious consequences and that some incidents had
the potential to ‘convert’ into serious accidents.

Incidents
New South Wales
Date/aircraft:
Description:
Damage:
Injury:

17 May 2005/Astir CS
Wheel-up landing
Minor
Nil

Queensland

Date/aircraft: 31 March 2007/Ventus 2CM
Description: Intermittent loss of engine power
during self-launch
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil
Date/aircraft: 2 June 2006/ASK 21
Description: Airbrakes opened during a winch
launch – apparently not correctly locked
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil
Date/aircraft: 7 July 2007/Blanik L13
Description: Circuit conflict with ‘power’ traffic
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil
Date/aircraft: 7 July 2007/IS 28
Description: Wheel-up landing
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil
Date/aircraft: 5 August 2007/DG 101
Description: Aborted launch following loss of
directional control during the ground run of an
aerotow launch in strong crosswind conditions. Both
the tug and glider lost directional control
and narrowly avoided a collision
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil
Date/aircraft: 5 August 2007/ASW 20C
Description: Loss of directional control during the
ground run of an aerotow launch. Strong crosswinds
and the local effects of wind shadows from nearby
buildings apparently combined to produce extremely
difficult and potentially dangerous conditions. The
pilot recovered and continued with the launch
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil

South Australia

Date/aircraft: 19 August 2007/Tow combination
Hornet
H206, Jabiru 260 and G103 Twin 2
Description: Very close near-miss while the tug
glider combination was climbing
at approximately 1600ft agl.
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil
Date/aircraft: 16 September 2007/ASW 20
Description: Wheel-up landing
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil

Western Australia

Date/aircraft: 4 August 2007/LS 4a
March 2008

Description: Glider landed ‘brakeless’. The airbrakes
were found to be taped closed, apparently to exclude
water when the glider was tied down the previous night
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil

Accidents

Australian Capital Territory

Date/aircraft: 30 September 2007
Description: A group of club members were attempting
to open a hangar door in strong winds when a strong
wind gust caught the door resulting in one person being
crushed between the door and a post
Injury:
Fatal

Queensland

Date/aircraft: 10 April 2007/Puchacz
Description: Heavy landing
Damage:
Significant
Injury:
Nil
Date/aircraft: 30 September 2007/DG 101
Description: During an outlanding the glider struck a
contour bank.
Damage: Severe
Injury: Nil

New South Wales

Date/aircraft: 13 May 2007/PW-5

Description: Canopy lost during the ground roll
following landing – possible malfunction of canopy
locking mechanism.
Damage:
Significant
Injury:
Nil
Date/aircraft: 1 September 2007/Bocien
Description: The glider apparently stalled and spun at
low altitude following a low level launch failure during
a winch launch
Damage:
Severe
Injuries:
Fatal one, and serious one.

South Australia

Date/aircraft: 8 November 2007/DG 400
Description: Following an outlanding the pilot
attempted to self launch retrieve. The glider ground
looped during the take-off ground run.
Damage: Significant
Injury: Nil

Northern Territory

Date/aircraft: 17 November 2007/IS 28
Description: The glider hit trees while attempting to
reach the airfield during circuit for the club airstrip
following a local flight. Apparently the glider stalled
prior to hitting the trees.
Damage: Severe
Injury: Serious

Henk Meertens – AM
Extract from the 2008 Australia Day Honours List:
Member (AM) in the General Division
Hendrik Meertens, Frenchs Forest, NSW.
For service to sports aviation, particularly gliding,
as a competitor and administrator.
The GFA Board is pleased to announce that
it has been successful in its nomination of
Hendrick (Henk) Meertens for an AM in the
2008 Australia Day Honours List.
Henk Meertens has excelled in the areas
of sports administration with the Gliding Federation of Australia (GFA), the Australian Sports
Aviation Confederation (ASAC), the administrative body for sporting aviation in Australia, and
the Fédération Aéronautique International (FAI),
the international body for sporting aviation.
Henk has served gliding in many areas of
GFA over 25 years from positions in clubs as
a president or treasurer to the GFA president
and then as the executive officer. Henk also
has involved himself in the sporting side of
gliding flying in many State, Regional and
National competitions. He has been competition
director of two National gliding competitions
and on the organising committee of two
World gliding championships.
In all the positions he has held he has
worked tirelessly for the benefit of GFA.
With the Government aviation bodies he
has dealt with he has gained their respect

which has enabled sporting aviation to maintain
its relative independence.
He would not compromise when GFA was
challenged by these agencies and would go to
the highest levels of Government to see that
GFA and its members were treated fairly. As
the honorary president of (ASAC) he was also
a formidable debater with politicians and aviation regulators in regard to sports aviation maintaining its freedom from over-regulation.
Henk has a personality that inspires confidence and is one of those persons that people
are able to feel comfortable with as a leader.
He is reliable, approachable, able to keep a
confidence and loyal.
The GFA Board offer its hearty congratulations to Henk on his award.
Previous awards
• GFA life membership for outstanding service
to gliding and the Gliding Federation
of Australia - September 2005
• FAI Paul Tissandier Diploma.
This prestigious award is for outstanding
contribution to Sport Aviation.
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MANILLA SKYRANCH EXPERIENCE
Peter Baker

Preparing for 1st solo

I

live in Mandurah, West Australia. I have
been a member of the HGFA for many
years and I have been flying a microlight for
approximately nine years. As I approached
63 years of age, handling the wing in
turbulence and thermals was becoming
increasingly diﬃcult and tiring. I have an
ultralight licence and so I started to look
for alternative types of aircraft to make
my flying easier and more pleasant.
I read an article in ‘Soaring Australia’
in March 2007 about the MT-03 gyroplane
and I was interested in what was written
about this aircraft. As I had to travel to

NSW in April for the birth of my second
grandson, I decided that this was a good
opportunity to have a look at this gyro and
go for a flight. I contacted Willi Ewig and
organised a date and time.

At the Skyranch
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When I arrived at the ‘Skyranch’, Willi
was conducting training in a red MT-03.
I looked through his hangar and I was surprised by the size and obvious quality of
the other MT-03s in the hangar. After Willi
finished with his student, I went for a flight

Taxiing out
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Lining up

goodbye to Willi and Tina and
flew back to WA.
Willi flew my gyro from
Manilla, NSW, to Bunbury, WA,
the following weekend. The trip
covered just under 3400km in
a time of 2.5 days. The arrival
of my gyro caused a great stir at
Bunbury and continues to create
much interest. If anyone is interested in this type of flying,
I thoroughly recommend Willi,
the ‘Skyranch’ and the MT-03.

in his yellow MT-03 and was immediately
impressed with the stability of this gyro
and its ability to dampen out the obvious
turbulence. I talked to Willi about the logistics of training, purchase price, etc, and we
then drove back to my daughter’s home in
Camden.
By May, my wife and I decided to purchase an MT-03 and we bought the aircraft
in June. I now organised with Willi to stay
at his ‘Skyranch’ in September and learn how
to fly this machine and obtain my licence.
I stayed in the on-site caravan at the
‘Skyranch’ and started my training. Although
I am licensed to fly sailplanes, ultralights,
microlights, etc, this was diﬀerent to any
aircraft I had flown before, but with Willi’s
expert tuition and patience, I went solo after
15 hours. Training at the ‘Skyranch’ proved
to be an excellent choice as Willi has three
strips to fly from, there is virtually no air
traﬃc to contend with, and the scenery is
very pleasant. I chose the option of eating
with Willi and Tina in the evenings, and
in that way I got to know them both quite
well and found them both to be pleasant
company. After I finished my training, I said

Holding

Airborne

March 2008
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YOU DO MEET
SOME NICE PEOPLE…
John Chapman
ONE WEEKEND IN JANUARY, I DID A FLIGHT OUT TOWARDS MT
POREPUNKAH ONLY ABOUT 10KM! AND FINISHED UP AT THE
FAR END OF ONE MILE CREEK ROAD. IT SEEMS A LOT LONGER
THAN ONE MILE WHEN YOU ARE WALKING OUT IN OVER 30ºC
AND NOT HAPPY ABOUT BEING ON THE GROUND UNDER
GREAT LOOKING DEVELOPMENT!

Checking lines, UP only had one line colour
when they made the Trango 2

A

nyway I got to the main road just out
of Porepunkah at the 80km sign,
put my ‘Paraglider pilot, need
a lift, please’ sign on my gear
bag and settled under some shade with my
thumb out. It was January holiday time,
so lots of traﬃc, but all tourists racing
towards Bright and not inclined to stop
for someone with a really big pack.
After a while I had got to the desperate
stage of considering who might be on the
ground by now who I could ring to come
out in my car, when a car going in the
opposite direction slowed and stopped just
past me. “Ah,” I thought, “must be someone
I know,” especially when the car did a
U-turn and came back – but it was no-one
I recognised.
They introduced themselves as Karen
and her friend, Rob, who had come up
to Bright to photograph paragliders, but
hadn’t found any so were heading back
to Melbourne and noticed the sign on my
pack. They had been up Mt Buﬀalo, had
seen a couple of hang gliders, but wanted
paragliders (obviously people with discerning
taste), so I explained where Mystic was for
their future reference and they asked did
I want a lift back there.

Launching at Mystic
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End result: I got another go at crossing the valley and Karen and friend got
snap-happy with various tandems and pilots
launching oﬀ Mystic.
The following month she sent me a CD
of her photos of me which were a quite a lot
better than my usual snaps.
It all just goes to show that arriving on
the ground is not the end of the adventure,
you never know where you’ll end up freeflying or who you’ll meet.

Photos: Karen Lewis

Getting ready for ‘Marcus’ to work its magic

“Err, yes please…” So we squeezed the
glider and me in the back and oﬀ we went.
On the way I told them that if it was not
too windy on launch they might get a
chance to see paragliders launching and
I quietly checked the windtalker, it was
still light and on, coming up the launch.
At the Mystic landing paddock there
were gliders in the air and Karen asked if
I could show them how to get to the top and
would I like a lift back up, myself – “Err, yes
please…” And up we went, me hardly believing my luck and the two photographers
happy to finally find some paragliders.

Getting up in the house thermal (Marcus)
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[www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.au]
It is so important to value, cherish and
preserve these treasures of aeroplanes. They
are not only a fully functional history of the
sport, they are the ‘salt of the earth’ sailplanes
who are the ancestors of everything which
is revered today by some proponents of the
sport who see these as second class aircraft.
The time will come when the world cries out
for a simpler, kinder, gentler lifestyle. The
skills of horse and plough, the corner grocer’s
shop, of family and community will again
prevail. Great classics never die. Long live the
vintage glider!
Erik Sherwin and Leigh Bunting Photo: Rachel Westcott

Ka6E with owner Erik Sherwin, and Leigh Bunting’s
Grunau Baby 11
Photo: Rachel Westcott

BORDERTOWN 2008
 THE VIEW FROM
THE GROUND

T

Rachel Westcott

his year was my second Bordertown
vintage glider rally. Having enjoyed my first
experience in 2007, I was looking forward
to this year’s event, meeting up with many
who had attended the previous year, seeing
what aeroplanes had come again, and if
there were new ones I had not seen before.
Last year my partner, Emilis Prelgauskas,
and I took ‘TJ’, Emilis’s 1967 Super Arrow.
TJ came with us again this year, and our
friend, Erik Sherwin, who hangars with us,
took his lovely Ka6E.
This year I knew what to expect – an
exemplary event run by what must be one
of the most welcoming, generous and hard
working sporting clubs in the country, the
Bordertown and Keith Gliding Club. On
the drive down I listened to ‘Australia All
Over Summer’ with Jeﬀ Richardson, and,
with enthusiasm building, rang in to talk
about the rally. Happily, this was heard
all over Australia, including vintage glider
enthusiasts from several states as we found
out during the week.
I am not a pilot and, although an eager
passenger, I am primarily ground crew. But

‘TJ’ piloted by Emilis Prelgauskas

34 Soaring Australia

Photo: Rachel Westcott

on the ground the most striking thing about
this rally is the infectious positive attitudes
and enjoyment. There is always laughter to
be heard somewhere on the airfield. People
enjoy themselves constantly. Even when the
weather is less than average, the Bordertown
and Keith Gliding Club members will find
something to laugh about – whether it’s the
boys in the kitchen arguing about the marinade for dinner, or having a good natured
‘go’ at a pilot missing a thermal and flying
only a circuit instead of getting away.
It’s impressive too, how older members
of VGA and the local club, even if no longer
flying, hop in and contribute, oﬀering helpful advice, or willingly attending to small
maintenance tasks around the ground.
There’s nothing pretentious about all of
this. For all that is achieved during the week,
it is basically a bunch of like-minded people
having a great time doing what they love.
Even though airfield procedures are
meticulous, the overall pervading atmosphere is one of fun. There are no winners
and losers. Everyone applauds excellence
and a successful completion of a task, but
enjoyment is the name of the game. And the
beautiful, colourful, character-filled vintage
gliders are the stars of the show. Of course
their newer counterparts are lovely too, but
these sailplanes, from 70 years young, are a
delight to watch.
Their diﬀerences
and diversities
are fascinating.
Even the ones that
look alike are just
that little bit different. And there is
even less similarity
amongst the trailers! Being involved
in this arm of the
sport of gliding is,
too, considerably
more accessible
than flying shiny
white carbon fibre.

OH! WHAT A RALLY!
Reprinted from Vintage Times
January 2008 edition

T

he Vintage Gliders Australia 2008
annual rally at Bordertown will
long be remembered for the wonderful enjoyment of vintage gliding, fun, and good company! Even the wind
and weather cooperated, with only one rest
day. Twenty-five vintage sailplanes showed
up, including some not seen there before.
And, the local club hospitality just gets better and better!
As in prior years, visitors turned up early
and had good flying in hot weather. The
rally quickly settled into a routine on the first
Saturday, and 25 gliders attended, the same
as last year. This year we also had the Howse
family Super Cub for launching, Keith
brought the familiar Sapphire ultralight, and
Phil and Dianne arrived by Piper Pacer.
Aircraft not seen at the rally before
included Alan Bradley’s brand new Woodstock VH-GBR, David and Rosie Howse’s
Kookaburra VH-GHH, Neil Hardimand
and Bob Hickman’s ES60 Boomerang VHGQY, Ken Caldwell’s Cherokee 2 VH-GLU,
Kim Van Wessem’s K7 VH-GNU, Scout
Gliding Club Motorfalke VH-GUA owned
by Colin Turner with co-pilot Lyn Gray, and

Leigh Bunting in his GB2 VH-GDN
Photo: Noel Matthews
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THE RALLY
 DAY BY DAY
Jenne Goldsmith
S AT U R D A Y 5 J A N U A R Y

The VGA Ka4 forms a backdrop for members and friends
Photo: Peter Brookman [www.brookmanonline.com]

Motor Falke VH-GPM owned by the Scout
Gliding Club and flown by Syd Wright and
co-pilot Fred Wolf. Sadly, Lyle Whitfield’s
Boomerang VH-GTK was badly damaged
in a ground accident en-route to the rally.
Gliders attending:
Grunau Baby 2 VH-GDN with Leigh
Bunting
Grunau Baby 4 VH-GHK with David
and Rosie Howse
ES52 Mk 3 Kookaburra VH-GHH also
with David and Rosie
ES52 Mk 2 Kookaburra VH-GLF with
Pete Boreham
Foka 5R VH-GQN with Mark White
ES60 Boomerang VH-GQY with Bob
Hickman and Neil Hardiman
ES60 Boomerang VHGTR with Ian Patching
ES60B Super Arrow VH-GTJ with
Emilis Prelgauskas and Rachel Westcott
ES60B Super Arrow VH-GGP with
John Viney
Woodstock 13 m SL VH-GBR with
Alan Bradley
Woodstock VH-HNW with Peter Raphael
Super Woodstock VH-GFJ with Mal Bennett
Cherokee 2 VH-GLU with Ken Caldwell
EP2 Super Goose VH-IZZ with Caleb White
Olympia “Yellow Witch” VH-GFW with J
R Marshall, Nick and Amy
Slingsby Dart 17R VH-IZO with John King
Olympia VH-GLY with Dianne Davey
and Phil Prapalenis
BG12B VH-GYG with John Ingram
Ka6e VH-GGV with Erik Sherwin
ESKa6 VH-GNB with Jenne and
Dave Goldsmith
Schleicher Ka4 VH-IKK with Ross Birch, John
Ashford and lots of other VGA part owners
Golden Eagle VH-GFC with Alan Patching
K7 VH-GNU with Kim Van Wessem
Scheibe MotorFalke VH-GPM with
Syd Wright and Fred Wolf
Scheibe MotorFalke VH-GUA with
Colin Turner and Lyn Gray
(Number 26) Sapphire with Keith Nolan
(qualified as a glider when Ged lost the
prop at 2000ft)

March 2008

Pete Boreham and Ged Terry in Pete’s
Mk II Kookaburra, GLF, had a climb to
12 000ft QFE during a long flight. Leigh
Bunting in his Grunau Baby IIb, GDN,
climbed to the same height as envious
ground-bound onlookers sweltered in 40ºC
heat while watching them play under the
thickening cloud over the field. Though well
rugged up in his open cockpit, Leigh rather
regretted having left his gloves behind! He
flew over 50km out and return in challenging wind conditions for the GBII. The
wind strengthened with the seabreeze in the
evening enabling Leigh to entertain us with
a helicopter-like descent over the field before
joining a circuit and landing. At 2500ft the
wind was 28kt on the GPS so the Baby had
a forward speed of only one or two knots as
Leigh flew upwind to join downwind leg. It
looked entirely stationary from the ground,
like a hungry raptor hovering there, searching out its dinner!
S U N D AY 6 J A N UA RY

JR and his helpful crew, Nick and Amy

Photo: David Goldsmith

top surface of the wing on the Ka4, the
damage caused by tyre failure on the trip
to Bordertown. It was a treat to observe
the skill and craftsmanship with which the
repairs were carried out. Many said that
Mal could sew them up anytime!
MON D AY 7 J A N UA RY

The wind was from the south again, but
with much less strength. Many gliders
fronted at the launch point for a busy 45
launches for the day. Conditions, however,
did not prove easy with thermals narrow
and diﬃcult to work. Taking an aerotow
certainly improved the chances of getting
away, giving David and his little Super Cub
plenty of work.
The VGA-owned Ka4 was kept moving
(eight winch flights averaging five minutes)
with Ross Birch in the back-seat (he fits very
well and has mastered the contortionist task
of getting in!) to oversee as pilots acquainted
themselves with this interesting machine.
The League II proficiency task was won
by JR in the Olympia ‘Yellow Witch’ with
a flight of 58.5km, League I by Ian Patching
in the Boomerang GTR with a flight of 90km.
At the end of the day, when all had been
packed away, tied down, etc, one of our aircraft was still missing. Eric Sherwin (Ka6E)
was phoned to find out where he was. “At
1700ft climbing slowly at Wirrega,” came the
reply. Wirrega was 15km away to the northwest and the seabreeze was strengthening the

The wind from the south was strong and
gusty enough to deter most from removing their aircraft from the safety of hangar,
trailer or tie-downs, however, a few of the
heavier craft did make it into the air. The
day had been declared a ‘non-proficiency’
day due to the wind, but Emilis Prelgauskas
in the Super Arrow, GTJ, and Eric Sherwin
in the Ka6E, GGV, nonetheless proved
themselves very proficient by successfully
getting away for flights of two hours 30
minutes and two hours 25 minutes respectively. Their flights were determined into
wind battles, Emilis making Mundulla a
couple of times, Eric almost so. Emilis’ best
climb was to 4000ft, Eric’s to 5000ft.
The Ka4 was
rigged in the sheltered
lee of one of the
hangars. Mal Bennett carried out his
second aircraft repair
since arriving early the
previous afternoon,
the first being a minor
wood repair to the
aft fuselage of the
Goldsmith’s ESKa6
GDN (hangar rash
discovered the Sunday
before), the second
a fabric repair to the
The VGA Ka4 did lots of flying

Photo: Peter Dowling
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southerly again. We didn’t
fancy his chances of making it
home and, sure enough, the telephone call
came through to the clubhouse as we were
tucking into yet another delicious dinner (Italian theme) that he had safely outlanded about
five kilometres north of Wirrega. “I’ll give you
more details about how to get here after I talk
to the farmer,” he said. Eric strode across the
paddock (“a big one, for my first outlanding in
30 years”) towards the farmhouse. Washing on
the line, sunlight glinting oﬀ a car windscreen,
chances of finding someone home looking
good, thought Eric. But no, washing was on
the line alright, but the car turned out to be
very derelict, standing on drums and wheelless.
Despite the lack of more specific road directions, Emilis and Rachel, in Eric’s car with
trailer in tow, managed to find him without
drama using telephoned GPS co-ordinates.
That was when the fun began!
The paddock was wheat stubble with the
fragile very sandy loams typical of the area.
After the many years of drought we have
experienced, there is not much in the way
of root structures or organic matter to hold
them together. It wasn’t long before car and
trailer were bogged. An SOS call was made to
the clubhouse and a pair of the ‘Bordertown
Boys’, Marcus and Peter, went into action,
taking a suitable vehicle to first tow the trailer
out, then the car and lastly the glider across
the paddock to firmer standing near the gate.
By then it was dark and the decision was
made to tie the glider and trailer down and
return to de-rig in the morning. So ended a
meritorious flight: Bordertown, Mundulla,
Keith to north of Wirrega, the furthest away
from the field for the day.
To be continued…

THE HORSE
DRAWN ZEPPELIN
MANIFESTING IN
THE REAL WORLD
THE GOALS OF THE
G FA M U L L E R AWA R D 

T

Emilis Prelgauskas

his is the report on a spontaneous marketing campaign begun early in 2008 for
the benefit of the sport of gliding across
Australia. The main drivers of this program
are Ian Patching and ‘JR’ Marshall.
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In the gliding fraternity, these luminaries are better known through some of their
other roles. Ian Patching is the RTO/A in
a Victorian region, JR is treasurer for the
SA Gliding Association. Ian programmes the
gliding contribution to each Avalon Airshow,
where 200 000 visitors come into contact
with the sport in this way.
In their other lives Ian flies Boomerang
VH-GTR with gusto, and JR guides the
Yellow Witch (Olympia VH-GFW to the
uninitiated) across the sky.
The 2008 campaign involves the other
usual promotion-core suspects. It uses as
its focus the National rally for vintage and
home-built sailplanes from across Australia,
based at Bordertown in South Australia.
The local club has developed a reputation for a great social atmosphere backed
by its sizeable ground facilities, great meals
and, most important for the public participating, the club as the last town venue without poker machines.
The local club backed this in with posters and roadside signs, using the State gliding
display trailer and making themselves willingly and aﬀably accessible, a key ingredient
to the outcomes below.
One of these outcomes is that the town
adjacent to the aerodrome sees gliding as
a positive contributor to economic activity
as well as a fun input to happenings in
the locality.
It manifests in an informal way the hopes
by Kevin Sedgman (co-founder and patron
of Vintage Gliders Australia) for a centre of
excellence for gliding there. Those eﬀorts are
as a by-product bringing public stakeholder
interest and money to that aerodrome.
The campaign also included at the beginning of the rally, an extended session by
Rachel Westcott on Radio National on the
rally and therefore gliding more broadly in its
fun mode, with the outcome being call-ins
from around the country, recognition for gliding, the town, and connections with other
regional centres which also have gliding bases.
The centrepiece of the promotion, however, was the radio interview hosted by Ian
and JR later in the week. Its core message
was to tie the sport of gliding to fun.
It was preceded by an on-air session with
Keith Willis on his most recent Australian
record setting flights.
And the vagaries of not making it home
on occasion, such as getting to know the local
constabulary activated by SAR processes.
The Ian and JR show immediately following on created a major change in pace.
‘It’s all lies’ was their opening follow-on contribution to Keith’s session just completed.

They brought with them elements of
activities from the airfield, including the
‘secret word’, which, while banned and fined
on-field, was to be used on air as many times
as possible. To the expected hilarity between
the pair every time a sentence was framing
up to use the ‘word’, setting oﬀ both of the
hosts and the numerous radio listeners across
the airfield
This caused one of the announcers to
note:“That’s clearly not water they’ve got in
their cups.” (The ‘secret word’ for the rally
was the brand name of the Czech metal twoseat sailplane in use by many clubs across
Australia). The station announcers, picking
up on that promotional campaign theme,
made their own spontaneous contribution
during the conversation by themselves weaving in a new mythical town name – ‘Blanikburn’ – into the chat.
When asked about how far afield
participating gliders came from, the hosts
straight-faced replied, “Oh real far, northern
NSW, Victoria, South Australia – even from
Millicent.” (JR’s nearby home town)
In the sport of gliding mainstream which
can be seen as perpetually serious; this campaign to remind the public that gliding is fun
might seem alien. It is interesting to note that
public acceptance in contrast is excellent.
For the first time in 30 years I see cars
pulled up on the airfield boundary roadway
to watch operations; people willingly coming
to the aerodrome and entering airside to be
guided along the colourful tie-down fleet.
Amongst the colour there is diﬀerentiation
in shape and detail between glider types that
even the tyro can see, in contrast to the monotone of the average contest sea of white.
Yes, passenger flights are done, the club
inducts new members as a result of promotion.
But more notable is the atmosphere both
on the airfield, and in the town. We, the
glider pilots, are welcome, made welcome.
And we go the extra yards to return the
oﬀering in sharing with the public the activity we love.
Footnotes: ‘The Horse Drawn Zeppelin’, with apologies to The Goon Show. Used in the gliding context
equivalent of – an environmentally friendly electric
powered towplane, complete with a suitable length
of power cord.
The Bob Muller Award was instigated by the ‘Australian Gliding’ committee in 1990 to remember
the magazine’s co-founder, and to recognise eﬀorts in
promotion of the sport of gliding. Since closing down
the magazine, the GFA administers the Award. Ian
Patching is a past nominee for the Muller Award.
Emilis is a past recipient. He is well qualified to
review publication and promotion activity.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Vintage fly-in at Wondai, Queensland
from 21 to 24 March; launching by Auster
or winch, camping onsite. It will be a
friendly get-together where the annual rally
for June/July will be planned. For further
information contact Ron Geake, telephone
02 5486 7247;
email <rcgeake@tpg.com.au>.
• Old Mates’ Week, Benalla, from 10 to 14
March. Contact <gliding@benalla.net.au>
or Jim Barton, telephone 03 9309 4412.
• Schneider Glider Rally incorporating the
Kookaburra Konvention to be held at
Wagga Wagga Gliding Club, Lockhart
from 25 to 27 April. For further information contact Ian Patching, telephone
03 9438 3510; email <patching@
westnet.com.au>.
For more news on Vintage Gliders Australia’s upcoming events and to receive information on how to obtain the latest newsletter
go to [www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.au/
newsletter.html]. Membership of the group
is only $20 per annum so contact David
Goldsmith, email <hutter17@bigpond.
com>, if you would like to join this
enthusiastic group.

HAPPENED RECENTLY
ON AN AIRFIELD

•

FAI Claims

Martin Feeg
MAD, being mad is not really marrying with gliding. However,
I am happy to operate along the MAD line. Used as a mnemonic
it stands for:
•
Management
•
Awareness
•
Discipline
Following these three catchphrases, I would say the likeliness
to encounter another close shave is much reduced. Why? I give
you a cross-country flight example for each of the headers.
Management: apart from so much else, keep an eye on the type of landscape you are flying over
on a cross-country flight;
Awareness: so you are aware of how difficult it is to outland in this area;
Discipline: the early assessment helps you gauge the altitude above ground you need to step from
cross-country pursuit into ‘stay airborne mode’. If you get down to this level ‘M’ kicks in – looking for
suitable paddocks, even though most likely you won’t need them since you are also checking out lift
sources.
‘A’ also kicks in, because you make a mental picture of the obstacles related to any one paddock
you have considered and with this you formulate the cut off altitude (next ‘D’), as well as the distance
you can stray in search for lift.
Think it through, it works for every possible scenario in soaring (and on the ground); make it part
of your routine and soaring will not only be a lot easier (since you are no longer caught unawares)
but also much more fun.
Safe soaring

• • • • • • • •

Weather Station

To 31 January 2008
A BAD GE

POPE, Robert John
MURRAY, Jay Adam
ZEPPEL, Kym Michael
SUTTON, Cameron
CRAWFORD, Benjamin Robert
MACKIE, Robert Morgan
GRIFFIN, Gary Charles

11360
11362
11363
11364
11366
11368
11371

Southern Cross
Darling Downs
Renmark
NSW Air TC
Narrogin
NSW Air TC
Byron Bay

11152

Beverley

11361
11365
11367
11369
11370
11372

QLD Air TC
Adelaide
Byron Bay
GCV
Central Coast
Pacific Soaring

Wind, rain,
temperature,
humidity,
barometer,
plus more…

C BADGE

SCHMIDT, Wilhelm Edward
A/B/C BADGE

MORRISSEY, Steven Trevor
CESCO, Steven James
FANRICH, Braden Theo
TIDSWELL, Antony Scott
HILL, Nathan John
GALVIN, Grant Matthew
SILVE R C

ROOKES, Grant
LIEBICH, Dieter

4666
4667

Beverley
Geelong

1136
1137
1138

Darling Down
Waikerie
Boonah

Also available:
Windsocks and frames,
handheld weather meters.
Australian Agent
for Davis Instruments.

GOLD C

NOWAK, Chad Allan
PAINE, Peter John
RIDGE, Michael James
DIAMOND GOA L

CALDWELL, Andrew William
CAUSER, Timothy John

Canberra
Temora

DIAMOND DISTANCE

RIDGE, Michael James
March 2008

ECOWATCH

Ask for your
FREE catalogue.

Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive
Kilsyth VIC 3137
Phone: (03) 9761 7040 Fax: (03) 9761 7050
email: <davis@ecowatch.com.au>
web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au]

Boonah
Soaring Australia
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Competitions Galore

Pilots and fleet

John Welsh in GMY

Photo: Robby Welsh

Beverley Regatta
A summer of flying fun continued after the
Christmas break, with Mike Yankee bearing me
to a win in the Beverley Regatta before New
Year. Fifteen aircraft competed on Assigned Area
Tasks on three out of the four days. I celebrated
my 60th decade on the planet during the regatta
with a delightful day of flying and a birthday dinner with over 40 friends and family at the Beverley Hotel’s dining room afterwards.

Air BP WA State Competitions
2008 – Beverley
After a short break for New Year at home, the
Welsh family moved up to our Beverley caravan
again for the State competitions. We had a very
busy time of it, as I was not only competing in,
but ‘met’ man for the comps.
My son Robby was scorer, using SeeYou
competition software to do the job, and was
crewing for me, as Mary had taken a fall while

gardening and broken her wrist prior to Christmas (dangerous stuff, that gardening).
Competition Director Jeff Woodward ran
a tight ship, so there wasn’t much time in the
day or night for idle hands.
We flew eight out the nine assigned days,
with the weather varying from super-scratch to
booming. In spite of outlanding just one thermal
short on Day One, Mike Yankee managed to keep
around 900 points in each of the remainder of
the days to come third overall in the new WA
Championship Class, which is all handicapped.
Water ballast can be used, but varies your handicap. At the grid each day, the pilot must nominate their glider’s all up weight for the day, and
the scorer applies the handicap for that weight
against the reference weight at logger download
after the flight.
Multiple start points were used for the first
time in WA, with great success.
Daryl Mackay came first in the Beverley
DG1000, with Swain Johnson from GCWA in
his Nimbus 3 second and Mike Yankee a very
surprised third.
Thirty WA pilots in 25 gliders enjoyed the
accident-free comps, with a viable Two-seater
Class for the first time in WA for many years.
Congratulations to Jeff Woodward and the
rest of the organising team for ensuring the
competition was so well run and thanks to
our sponsors for their unprecedented support,
especially Air BP.
A fuller report and more photos are elsewhere in this issue.
The WA State Competition website can be
viewed at [www.waga.org.au/index.php?option=
com_content&view=article&id=3&Itemid=15].

SAGA State Comps – Waikerie

Robby relaxing after a busy scoring session
Photo: Rob Duffy
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John Hudson reports on the SAGA State
Comps website:
“A review of the 2008 SA State comps reveals the
following information: Eleven entrants, ranging
from Australian National pilots to first comp pilots,
in sailplanes ranging from Single Astirs to ASG
29. The weather also co-operated, with five of the
seven days providing suitable conditions for climbs
to above 10 000ft and some reasonable tasks.
The overall comp results show David Pietsch
in his AS W20 was third, Haidyn Dunn in his Pik20
was second and the comp was won by Graham
Parker in his ASG 29. Our congratulations to the

Photo: Rob Duffy

winners and all the other competition pilots for
a fun week of competition flying, and to all the
non-competition pilots who also flew from Waikerie
during the week.
WGC pilot Peter Paine was awarded the
‘Most Meritorious’ trophy for his effort – his first
competition. Peter was suitably surprised to receive
the award. Well done Peter.”
Blog and results can be viewed at [http://
waikeriegliding.com/news/?cat=4].

Multi-class Nationals 2008
– Temora
As this is being written, the Multi-class Nationals are being flown at Temora, NSW, with the
GFA President, Daryl Connell acting as Competition Director. Some remarkably good conditions
opened the comps, with some task speeds
of over 130km/h being scored. Daryl has just
informed me by phone that they have lost the
last three out of six days so far due to unseasonable wind and rain, which must be very frustrating for the 67 competitors. However, it is hoped
that the remaining four days can be flown.
Results can be viewed at [http://joeyglide.
com/MulticlassNationals/tabid/211/Default.aspx].

Administration News:
Insurance Issues
An ‘Insurance Corner’ article is included in this
issue prepared by Chris Agnew from OAMPS in
response to a member’s query on life insurance.
Thanks are given to Chris for his input, and
to mention that Chris, his wife Tammy, and son
have relocated to Adelaide for family reasons
over the Christmas break and has started working from the OAMPS Adelaide office.
His new phone and fax numbers are noted
below (email remains the same). Chris will continue to look after the GFA from Adelaide and
Mike and Sarah in the OAMPS Sydney office
will attend to the needs of the individual glider
owners and clubs. Chris will lend a hand when
necessary and will always be available.
There will be no disruption to service and
with modern communication you will not even
notice that Chris is no longer based in Sydney.

CASA
Mike (Wombat) Cleaver has retired from
CASA’s Sport Aviation Section, General Aviation
Operations Group, after 25 years service with the
March 2008
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organisation in its various identities, 22 of which
were in the Sport Aviation portfolio.
Mike said in his farewell email:
“My plan is to retire to the aerodrome estate at
Temora, where I have owned a residential block
in the first stage of the development for the past
eight years: I already have my ‘shed’ there, large
enough for several aircraft (not all mine), and will
build the house to go with it over the next couple
of years. I also intend to remain active in flying both
professionally and recreationally, and use some of
the ratings I have accumulated since I started flying
as a 14-year-old Air Cadet in England.
It doesn’t seem that long ago, but I have
seen a lot of interesting things (like the maiden
flight of the British prototype Concorde, and the
first successful round-the-world balloon flight, the
development of weight-shift control aeroplanes,
paragliders and powered parachutes). I have
attended four World Gliding Championships
and met a large number of very interesting and
inspiring people, both as participants and as
regulators in several continents.
In the end, it really does not matter what
vehicle you use to achieve flight – provided you
operate it within its limitations (and yours), you
can fly safely – it’s just that you need to use the
right vehicle for the task, or be willing to take
a long time and expose yourself to more risky
situations that are not only safety-related. Sunburn
and dehydration are genuine hazards to the safe
operation of some aircraft, and there is a lot of
truth in the old saying that the best way to make
a small fortune in aviation is to start off with a
large one. I never had one of those, but I did have
a lot of opportunities to learn from the mistakes of
others, and sufficient training not to try and make
them again for myself.”
Congratulations to Mike on his completion
of service at CASA, and hope that his retirement
will be long and enjoyable.

Meetings
The GFA Board will have met in Melbourne
on the weekend of 16 and 17 February 2008.
Major agenda items at the time of writing:
• GFA Business Plan
• Budget 2008/09
• Ultralight/LSA Powered Sailplane Policy
• Updated Board Regulations
A detailed report on the meeting next month
and look for details of the minutes on [www.gfa.
org.au/Docs/minutes.php]. Talk to your Regional
Board Member for details.
Keep Looking and Keep it Safe.
GFA EX ECUTIVE OFFICE R

John Welsh
10 Merton Road, Roleystone WA 6111
Email: <EO@sec.gfa.org.au>
Blog: [www.arach.net.au/~jwelsh/Blog.htm]
Mobile: 041 794 5981 (Next G)
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Insurance Corner
Life Insurance for Glider Pilots and GFA BBL Cover
Chris Agnew – National Aviation Manager, OAMPS Insurance Brokers Ltd

Life Insurance for Glider Pilots
Whilst the GFA, through OAMPS Insurance
Brokers, has arranged a comprehensive suite
of insurance policies to protect members, there
are always areas for which cover is either very
difficult to obtain or not able to be obtained at
all. One of these policy classes is Life Insurance.
Members should be aware that gliding activities
(often described in a life policy as non-scheduled
air travel) are generally excluded under any existing life insurance policy. At this time, it is very
difficult to obtain cover from the life insurance
market for gliding activities. Most life insurance
companies will only provide cover for commercial
airline pilots (most GA and recreational pilots
are also excluded).
Cover can be obtained under a Personal
Accident Policy which will provide a capital
benefit in the event of death or disablement
by accidental means, however, the benefit
levels are significantly less than those generally
available under a policy of life insurance.

GFA BBL – Who Is Covered?
The Broad Based Liability (BBL) Policy provides
cover for all financial members of the GFA and
extends to include affiliated clubs, the State
Associations and the GFA itself.
The BBL provides a cover limit of $250 000
which is a base cover only, in the sense that
$250 000 is not considered to be a realistic
indemnity limit in the current litigious climate.
Individual aircraft owners and clubs are therefore
advised to take out ‘top up’ cover to more appropriate levels. Up to the limit of $250 000, however, this is a very sophisticated insurance which
provides cover when individually you would
have to purchase a number of separate insurance

policies and in some cases, would not be able
to get the cover at all.

The Cover
The policy insures all sums for which the member
or associated body is legally liable to pay as damages because of bodily injury, sickness or disease
(including death) and damage to property caused
by an accident and arising out of gliding activities.
Some of the activities included in the BBL cover
include (but not limited to):
• Passengers (excluding Charter/
Carriers Act Liability)
• The ownership, maintenance or use
of gliders/motor gliders
• Gliding displays and/or events, competition
or otherwise (usually insured under
separate policy)
• Airport operator and/or hangar keepers activities (usually insured under separate policy)
• Gliding club activities
• Liability to the pilot of any GFA registered
glider/motor glider
• Liability of the individual members of
any gliding club/syndicate to each other.
Chris Agnew, National Aviation Manager,
OAMPS Insurance Brokers Ltd
ACN 005 543 920
Telephone: 08 81728011, Fax: 08 81728100
Mail: 168 Greenhill Road, Parkside SA 5063
Email: <chris.agnew@oamps.com.au>
Web: [www.oamps.com.au]

Executive Officer’s Note: A précis of all GFA
insurance policies can be viewed at [www.gfa.org.
au/Docs/gfainfo/gfa%20insurances.doc] or a paper
copy can be obtained by post on request from the
GFA Executive Officer.

Letter to the Editor
Thank You
A big thank you for the truly wonderful GFA 2008 calendar that came with the January 2008 magazine.
I had been lamenting that no one had given
me a calendar for a Christmas present this year,
so imagine my surprise when I opened up the

• • • • • •

mail to discover a new calendar. Thanks also for
the great job you do in publishing the Soaring
Australia magazine. Even after more than 20
years of receiving the magazine I still wait with
anticipation every month to receive it and read
Shane Muhling
the articles.

Soaring Australia
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Membership Fees Increase With CPI

Pilot Certificate Upgrades

Aviation has never been a cheap activity. In the
HGFA we enjoy the cheapest form of manned
aviation with aircraft that are financially accessible and a self-regulation authority that provides
minimal overhead cost for solid insurance cover
and member services.
Over the last few years we have been able
to maintain a near static cost of membership.
This has primarily been achieved through a
strengthening relationship with our insurer,
seeing a reduction in premiums (our highest
overhead) while at the same time broadening
the scope of our insurance cover. This near static
cost to membership has been achieved in times
of high inflation, but is not sustainable in the
current climate. Naturally CPI adjustments must
be made to our fees in order to at least keep up
with the inflation on business costs. New fees
will be put in place with the CPI adjustment
commencing April this year.
The fees have also been rounded to save on
accounting errors. To keep this in perspective, the
new full membership fee (base fee non-inclusive
of State fees, etc) equates to 0.68 cents per day
or $4.80 per week to cover insurance and administrations to your sport. The table below shows
new fees with total mark-up:

There are a large number of hang glider and
paraglider members who have been sitting on
Restricted and Intermediate Pilot certifications,
but who have accrued well beyond the necessary
hours and skills to advance their certification
level. I urge pilots who are in this situation to
undertake the steps to gain their deserved higher
pilot certifications for a number of reasons:
• You deserve to be recognised for the skill
and experience you have.
• Being registered with the appropriate skill
level allows the entitlements that go with
the certification, such as the right to fly
without oversight of a Senior Safety
Officer or Duty Pilot as an Intermediate
or Advanced pilot.
• To fly distances greater than 25nm from point
of launch if an Advanced certificated pilot.
• By improving your pilot certification rating
we all benefit by the view of insurers who
regard the standard of membership at the
respective certification levels. Pilots moving
toward advanced certification demonstrate
to the insurer that there is continued refreshment of our pilot theory and improvement
in pilot skill level. This in turn works to assist
reduction in insurance premiums which we
all benefit from in maintaining lower cost
to overall membership fees.
Pilot certification theory nights and skill
workshops are a prime Club activity. Clubs
engaging continual workshops and theory
sessions will see improved club motivation and
that benefits us all in safer sites and raised public
perception. Additionally there are means of funding such initiatives through State associations
(your State fees) and State or local grants.
Clubs should be actively encouraging pilots
in their area to upgrade their certifications and
pilots should be actively requesting their local
club to hold workshops and theory nights so that
overall pilot skill and knowledge can be handed
on from more advanced pilots.
Study guides for the various certification
levels are available on the HGFA website under
the ‘Forms’ menu. You should consult your Pilot
Handbook, Section 7 ‘Pilot Certifications and
Endorsements’ to view the requirements for
each certification level. The Handbook is also the
invaluable reference for theory under section ‘A’
of the pilot certification examinations.
Contact your local instructor or SSO for
theory sessions relative to pilot examination
Section ‘B’. Club nights are a great resource for
pilots wanting to upgrade their theory. You can
always request your club to hold an informative
training session at the next club meeting.
By upgrading your certification level you not
only improve your own skill and safety, but
you help maintain low cost insurance for us all.

Membership Type

New & Renewing membership
Family membership
Student Pilot membership
Short Term membership

New Fee Total Mark-up

$250.00
$155.00
$110.00
$120.00

$7.15
$4.70
$6.25
$4.45

In addition, the fee for Temporary membership (Trial Instructional Flights) and Visiting
Pilot memberships will also increase in the next
flying season.
As you may also be aware, there is ongoing discussion regarding a normalisation of
State fees which may be bundled into the single
HGFA membership fee. Members will be further
informed if this eventuates and the new normalised fees will be posted to all members.
The updated membership form with the new
fee structure shown above is now available for
download from the website.

New CFI: Ant Prehn
– Adventure Plus Paragliding
Antony Prehn has been approved as Chief Flight
Instructor and has successfully passed initial
audit to open a new paragliding training facility
at Stanwell Park under the name of ‘Adventure
Plus Paragliding’.
Antony worked through his apprenticeship
primarily under Godfrey Wenness, but completed
a number of student training days with Patrick
Rosser and Mark Mitsos.
I congratulate Antony on his accomplishment
to this certification level and know he will do
well with his new training facility.
40 Soaring Australia

Pilots Flying Beyond Their
Certification Level And Ability
Following on from the above, there have been
several reports over the last summer months of
newly rated pilots who have been flying on sites
and in conditions beyond their certification level
and ability.
While these pilots may well be flying outside
the restrictions of their certificates, it is clear
that their eagerness to fly is not being harnessed
by the local clubs nor guided by the local
advanced pilots.
Once a new certificated pilot leaves his/her
flight training school, they are faced with the
reality of flying in conditions and often at sites
that they do not have experience with. Often
they are not introduced by the instructor to the
local club either, because the instructor does not
interact with the club or because the student
attended a school away from their local club
area. Either way, this pilot is now relying on
knowledge gained during an intensive week
of cramming new concepts and skills, none
of which are polished and second nature yet.
The enthusiasm to try their newly acquired
sport often leads them into situations beyond
their competency. It is at this stage that the club
environment should take over from the school
and embrace these new pilots, peering them
with one of the local more experienced members,
so that the knowledge they have gained from
school can be discussed and reviewed and set
into a more comprehensive context.
With the lack of club engagement to students exiting schools after their course is completed, it is no wonder that we find them trying
to spread their wings alone. Rather than critique
their attempts to fly in less than suitable conditions for their skills, encourage them to join the
club and take them under your wing so they can
learn to understand why the conditions were less
than favourable.
Critique also the club and the instructor for
not having made the transition from school to
club available to these newly certificated pilots.

Paramotor Competition
Initial Stages
With the growth in paramotoring in Australia
the time has come to initiate competition in this
area of our sports. Ed Gray, a member from Mullimbimby, NSW has been reviewing the requirements for holding a paramotor competition.
Included in his review is the tasking of competitions that have been held overseas and the tasks
set out under the FAI.
Now working with Andrew Polidano and
the PICO group, Ed Gray is planning the first
PPG (powered paraglider) competition with
the hope that the participation inspires candidates for inclusion in the World Air Games and
to participate in overseas competition.
March 2008
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If you are interested in assisting or participating in this initial PPG competition please
contact Ed via <edgray@thegray.info>.

New Board Commences April
A reminder that the New Board Elect will take
position in the April Board meeting.
Successful Nominees to Board positions
for the 2008 to 2010 term:
NOMINEE

ALVAREZ, Javier
COFFEY, Paul
CRAMER, Don
DENIS, Caroline
MITSOS, Mark
MOYES, Bill
POLIDANO, Andrew
WEBB, Brian
WILLIAMS, Rick

STATE

NSW
WA
QLD
VIC
NSW
NSW
NSW
VIC
WA

CIVL International Pilot Database
The Fédération Aéronautique Internationale
(FAI) has requested a listing of all members who
intend to participate in FAI Category 1 and 2
events and who will therefore require Sporting
Licences. The Australian Sport Aviation Confederation (ASAC) and its Associated Organisation
will provide the information as required by FAI
so that they can validate the Sporting Licences
presented at international competitions and for
other purpose required by them (FAI).
The required information will be collected via
a form to be included in the April magazine. The
form will also be posted on the HGFA website
for download so that you can send it in at a later
date if you so decide.
A datasheet with all listed members will be
posted to FAI every two months or on demand
if a name is to be included for Sporting Licence
verification to a pending competition. If you compete in Category 1 or 2 competitions, you will
need to complete and send in the noted form.

Accidents and Incidents
Number 1
Pilot:
Experience:
Aircraft type:
Pilot injury:

Advanced
600+ hours; eight last 90 days
PG DHV3
Compression fractures to lower
and upper spine
Aircraft damage: Nil
Location:
Coastal
Conditions:
12kt head/crosswind,
mild turbulence
Description:
Pilot was setting up to top land, but came in too
high, so pulled on both brakes to slow the wing
and lose height.
At approximately 20ft above the ground the
wing entered a full stall which was worsened by
rotor coming off near by trees. The resultant of
the stall and rotor was a rear pendulum into the
ground with the pilot taking most of the impact
on the reserve chute packed under the harness.
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Comment:
The pilot was flying a wing designed for high
end competition. The riser system incorporated
trimmers which were later found to set to the
maximum speed. These should have been let out
prior to landing.
The combination of the incorrect position of
the trimmers and the breaking to slow the glider
speed, the proximity to the ground and the associated rotor all amounted to the wing stalling.
Pilot awareness of their aircraft is essential.
If you fly with trimmers on your glider,
ensure you incorporate their release into your
pre-landing checklist.
Number 2
Pilot:
Experience:

Intermediate
95 total hours; six hours
last 90 days
Aircraft type:
PG DHV2
Pilot injury:
Nil
Aircraft damage: Extensive damage to lines
and wing tears
Location:
Inland
Conditions:
Light to moderate gusting headwinds causing moderate turbulence
Description:
Pilot was testing out a new flying site. Wind had
increased while soaring. Pilot used the speed bar
to prevent being blown back into the trees when
suddenly the wing suffered a frontal collapse.
The wing dived toward the hill and rapidly lost
the little height separation over the hill slope.
The dive in the wing caused the pilot to
swing onto the slope bouncing and dragging the
pilot through trees until finally coming to rest
when the glider was caught by the tree tops.
Comment:
A number of errors amounted to this incident.
The pilot sums up their own incident as follows:
The conditions were marginal for trying out
a new site. The site itself was poorly suited to
ridge soaring, not having enough slope and having turbulences generated off a ledge below the
ridge top. The pilot engaged speed bar close to
the ground thereby increasing chances of a collapse with no height to recover.
In addition to the above comments from the
pilot I would also add that the six hours flying in
the previous 90 days could have been increased
by the pilot prior to tackling a new site. The pilot
was obviously not at the top of their game in
making decisions to fly the new site, nor skill
refreshed enough to pilot their aircraft at the
new site.
Number 3
Pilot:
Experience:

Aircraft type:

Pilot injury:

Aspiration pneumonia,
superficial cuts and bruises
Aircraft damage: Totally destroyed
Location:
Coastal
Conditions:
20 to 25kt wind onshore,
tending southerly
Description:
After launch, the pilot gained good lift over the
site and decided to fly south over the gap to a
hill on the other end of the beach.
On arrival the pilot encountered no further
lift so decided to head back to the launch hill.
Some lift was gained over small cliffs below the
launch hill, elevating the pilot to approximately
200ft asl. The pilot then decided to scratch for
more lift and drifted downwind. By the time the
pilot decided to turn back the little lift that had
been gained was lost in flying into the headwind.
The pilot lost all height and was finally
forced to land into the ocean, attempting to steer
the glider near rocks that were thought to provide some assistance once in the water. It took
some time for the pilot get free from the harness
and the hang glider. During this time the pilot
took in a lot of water.
Once free from the glider, the pilot was tumbled and washed against the rocks not allowing
the pilot sufficient time between surges to recuperate and was forced to swallow more water.
A surfboard rider came to the pilot’s aid and
eventually helped the pilot to shore.
Comment:
The pilot in this incident is incredibly lucky to
be alive. A series of poor decisions to remain
scratching after arriving low under the launch
site were made because the pilot believed the
strong wind would naturally provide lift.
The pilot’s harness did not provide for ease
of egress and it was only because the pilot was
flying without shoes and in shorts and T-shirt
that the pilot was able to finally escape from the
harness while under the glider in the water.
Unfamiliarity with the site also contributed
to the resulting situation by not knowing the
reference points of where the decision to return
to land on the beach should have been made.
Situational awareness was distinctly lacking as
was the understanding of how lift is produced
over the coastal cliffs. If the surfboard rider had
not been nearby and able to provide the assistance then this pilot would not be with us today.
The pilot has been recuperating in hospital
for three weeks to ensure no ongoing lung infection as a result of the aspiration pneumonia.

H GFA GE NE RAL MANAGER

Intermediate
85 total hours; 30 hours
last 90 days.
HG with an apron style harness

Chris Fogg
PO Box 258, Helensburgh NSW 2508
Ph/fax: 02 4294 9300, mob: 0417 766356
Email <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>
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163km from Lake George to
Tumut – A New Site Record!
Michael Porter

NSW

and the ACT had been into the
third year of a record drought and
the country was really looking bad. Farmers had sold oﬀ their surplus stock and were
in survival mode with little water and dry
paddocks everywhere. For hang gliding and
paragliding these dry conditions were just perfect for great lapse rates and high cloudbases.
Combine this with just the right wind direction (NE to SE) and long daylight hours, and
an attempt at a record flight from one of Canberra’s favourite sites, Lake George, was on.
Lake George is situated east of Canberra
on the Federal Highway, some 20 minutes
from the CBD, and has an east facing ridge
running the entire length of the lake from
just south of Bungendore to north of Collector in a north-south direction. In front of
this was the dry Lake George, 25km long by
up to 10km wide in places – a great thermal
source. The ridge starts at around 270ft agl
and reaches 600ft agl. There are two takeoﬀs in use, the first and most convenient is
Geary’s Gap, next to the highway as it dips
down from the high ground towards Canberra to the lake shore where it continues parallel to the ridge past the town of Collector.
Although this is the lowest take-oﬀ point,
it provides good thermic lift or, in an easterly
seabreeze, dynamic lift to allow pilots to get
up and away north or south along the ridge.
The weather for this Friday in January
was influenced by a high positioned in the
Tasman Sea, forecasting east to NE winds
for the Saturday – perfect for a great flight
at Lake George. A group of pilots met at
Geary’s Gap first thing Saturday morning to
fly the dynamic lift and enjoy the early morning smooth air. Later, once the first thermals
of the day came oﬀ the lake with the east
winds, cross-countries might eventuate.
Half a dozen pilots set up either hang
or paragliders and conditions at launch were
light and twitchy. Being bi-wingal, I had
brought both wings just in case and set up
my Litespeed 4 and the Gradient Golden
with the idea of using whichever was best for
the conditions as the morning progressed.
Around 10am a few paraglider pilots
took oﬀ, got a little height over launch and
headed north along the ridge. This helped me
to decide to fly the Gradient and I got ready
to launch – but as I did, the wind picked up
and continued to blow, making a paraglider
launch too iﬀy. I waited a while, then decided
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the Litespeed would be better and safer to fly
with, so back to the car with the paraglider
and into all the gear for the hang glider.
Meanwhile most of the other pilots had
either bombed or decided not to fly in the
variable conditions. Decision time. Around
11am, with a nice light cycle starting, I ran
oﬀ in the Litespeed, managed to climb out
over the trees in front of take-oﬀ and headed
north towards the highest point on the
escarpment, hoping to find a good thermal
to take over the back for a long cross-country.
This turned out to be a good decision, as
the day was getting better all the time, evident
by the number of cu’s forming and climbs
improved from 100 to over 300ft/min. I flew
out over the dry lake towards a nicely forming
cu and was rewarded with a strong climb to
over 5000ft, taking me WNW on a heading
north of Gunderoo and Murrumbateman
towards Yass – just right for a long flight.
Thermals were improving too with glides
up to eight kilometres and climbs under the
numerous cu’s of more than 500ft/min. The
day was young and a long flight to the west
was looking great, only one problem: My car
was back at Geary’s Gap, I had no driver and
no one knew where I was going – oh, well,
I had my mobile, UHF and some money,
so once I landed I could sort out the rest.
On reaching Yass, cloudbase was over
6500ft amsl, the wind at this height was light
NE, the right direction for the main highway
south and the sky was looking good – I headed
over to Bowning Hill where a wedgetail was circling and was rewarded with a strong climb and
flying wingtip to wingtip with this large eagle
who took little interest in the intruder as we
both climbed out under a forming cloud.
With the Hume Highway below and
now at over 7000ft amsl, I decided to use
the road heading SW as my guide and head
towards Gundagai. This route took me over
Bookham and Jugiong where glides and
climbs were both consistent and strong until
just before Colac, where the cu’s stopped
and to the WSW the sky was blue.
On reaching the end of the cu’s, I noticed
the wind direction had moved from NE to
NW, bringing in dryer air across the heart of
Australia than the coastal winds I had started
with. At this point I was on a long glide
looking for another strong thermal, like the
ones I had found since Yass, and had flown
through a couple of lighter ones. I was now

low and wishing I’d taken the last 200ft up…
Going into survival mode, I searched every
sun facing hill and brown field when I saw
a small quarry ahead and an eagle climbing
over it. I headed over to the circling bird and
found a small punchy thermal, but only
gaining a few hundred feet before losing it.
After searching the area for a few minutes
and losing more height, I set up for a landing
over the closest flat paddock in the undulating
country. As I glided over the bushes at the end
of the paddock, making ready to land, I thought
about the long walk out on this hot day…
As I crossed over the bushes, the glider nose
kicked up in a strong updraft and the vario
responded, so I yawed the wing around and
banked it over in the lift as the vario kept chirping. It was pretty rough, but I wasn’t going to
let this one go. The lift started to come together
and slowly I climbed away from the paddock,
all the time gaining valuable height – but then
I lost the lift! I had enough height to glide over
the closest hill and was able to head towards
Colac, a couple of kilometres away, where I
could see the hotel (drinks and a recovery point)
next to the main road – and a flat paddock
to land in right next to both.
As I set up to land, the vario started again
to chirp. I worked the light lift which turned
into a screamer and I had to really hang on as it
ripped me up to over 9000ft – I realised it was
convergence with the change in air mass caused
by the westerly air stream hitting the easterly
I had been flying with since Lake George. From
this height I could see all the way to Gundagai,
some 12km south, and I could just make out
Tumut in the distance. I was now over 110km
from Lake George with the site record in the
bag, so why not go all the way to Tumut?
The day was still working well and the
convergence line going along the same way…
A long fast glide south to Gundagai, still
at over 5000ft amsl I found another strong
climb, over 500ft/min, south of town, to over
9000ft. From this height it was easy to see
Tumut. I went on final glide towards my goal
at the airport near town. As I approached the
airport over the hills north of town, the sink
increased dramatically to over 1200ft/min and
no matter where I flew, it continued unending. I searched for a new thermal to get me the
extra few kilometres, but was left short of my
chosen goal scratching over a low range of hills
just north of the airport where my luck left me
and I finally landed in a wide open paddock,
with a good round out and flare, just over four
hours from starting the task.
I’d flown 163km – a site record I hope
won’t be broken too soon. Greater distances
can be flown from this very good thermic site
if more of us flew it and picked the right
conditions. So the challenge is to come to the
‘Lake’ and do your best!
March 2008

Soaring Calendar
AUSTRALIA
Mystic Cup
November 2007 to March 2008
Bright, VIC. B, various weekends. Director: Peter
Broughton, Barney Henry. 30km, 5km, 90 min, 20%.

Canungra HG Summer Series
November 2007 to June 2008
Canungra, QLD. Sundays only, 10 rounds. Contact:
Rod Stead. 20km, 2km, 60min, 10% with 30% FTV.

Dalby Big Air 2008
9 to 15 March 2008
Practice Day Saturday 8 March. Seven-day AA
sanctioned comp. Dinner, presentation and Dalby
Big Air 2008 T-shirt included in entry fee. Aerotow
endorsement required. The Dalby Big Air keeps
getting bigger every year with truly awesome
flying. So come fly the Dalby Big Air and have a
amazing week, good fun, big days. Entry fee: $150,
tow fees $250. Contact: Nick Purcell 0414 779191,
<n.purcell@optusnet.com.au> or Annie Crerar
0419 739900, <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>
or check out our website [www.hgfa.asn.au/~dhgc/].

Gliding Queensland 2008
Easter Competition
21 to 29 March 2008
Hosted by the Caboolture Gliding Club at Chinchilla.
Entry fee $200, or $250 if received after 15 February.
Details, including expressions of interest and entry
forms, are available at [www.glidingcaboolture.org.
au/Easter08].

Flatter than the Flatlands
21 to 24 March 2008
Birchip, VIC. HG pilots are invited to the 15th Flatter
than the Flatlands cross-country towing competition.
The event will be conducted over the four-day Easter
long weekend. Entry fee is $80 and includes map,
daily prizes, presentation BBQ, scoring, goal beers
and lots of fun. Social events, including movie and
Red Faces nights, are planned. GPS is optional,
parachute compulsory. Entries will be accepted from
teams of five pilots and open 8pm on Wednesday 6
February. Entries are accepted on a first-come basis,
so get organised early. There are 12 car tow strips
available, with three strips reserved for SA teams
until 10 February. Contact: Wesley Hill 03 93077410
or 0408 305943, <wes.hill@yahoo.com.au>, website
[www.hgfa.asn.au/~fttf].

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

PG State of Origin 2008

OVERSEAS

21 to 23 March 2008 (Easter)
Mt Borah, Manilla NSW. A great way to get into
comp and XC flying in a fun and safe way. This
comp is about the promotion of skills and safety
and based on flying crews (five-pilot teams made
up of at least one adv. and two nov. pilots plus two
other) – so get your crew together. Handicapping
is used for scoring. Manilla Town Hall will be HQ. C
Grade Sanction (pending). requirements: Reserve,
UHF radio and at least three hours XC flights, XC
course recommended. Comp fee: $20, but free if
registering by email before 7 March. Contact: James
Thompson on 02 49468680 or email <james.b.t@
hunterlink.net.au> for info and pilot rego pack.

Weekend Warrior
Weekend: Reloaded

30th FAI World Championships for Standard,
Club and World Class
6 to 20 July 2008
Rieti, Italy.

30th FAI World Championships for 15m, 18m and
Open Class
2 to 16 August 2008
Lüsse, Berlin, Germany.

International events can be found
at [http://events.fai.org/].

25 to 27 April 2008
WWW Reloaded will be
held over the April long
weekend at Manilla. The
highly self-regarded event
management team of Gull
& Golus will once again
produce a spectacle of
paralympic proportions all
for $5 a day. The WWW
Reloaded even boasts full
HGFA sanctioning. Tickets
are available at the door,
but registering prior to
the comp (using the info
pack) is recommended
as numbers will be
limited to 50 pilots. Email
<lawson482@hotmail.com>
or <chegolus@hotmail.
com> for a good time (and
an information pack).

Alice Springs
Gliding Club
Regatta

Glider Shipping
MOVE YOUR GLIDER AROUND THE WORLD WITH

INTERNATIONAL MOVING AND RELOCATI ON
We specialise in glider shipping to and from Germany.
Contact HL VAN TRANSPORT
for your competitive quote today.

11 to 18 October, 2008
Run in conjunction with
the Alice Springs’ Masters’
Games. Come and enjoy
outback cross-country flying
from the Bond Springs
Airfield with some of the
best thermals found in
Australia. Several classes.
Contact Allan Weeks, email
<allanpatweeks@virtual.
net.au>. For information on
accommodation and general
activities for the games
[www.alicespringsmasters.
com.au].

[Note: GAP parameters, where listed in the above events, are: bomb-out distance (minimum scoring distance), nominal distance (minimum task length), nominal time (minimum expected winners time), and goal percentage (nominal percentage in goal).]
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HL VAN TRANSPORT GMBH
SULINGER STR. 6
27211 BASSUM
GERMANY
PH : + 49 4241 9328 - 0
Fax : + 49 4241 9328 - 20
Email : info@hlvan.de
Web : www.hlvan.de
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Contact Addresses
Scout Association NSW Gliding
80 Malvern St, Panania NSW 2213,
02 97096009.
Soar Narromine Pty Ltd
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 6889 1856.
Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570,
02 46558882, 0418 474636 (emergency).
Sydney Gliding Inc
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570, 0412 145144.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666, 02 69772733.

G FA

Australian Gliding Museum
2 Bicton St, Mt Waverley VIC 3149,
03 98021098.
Gliding Queensland
C/o Treasurer, 73 Sewell Rd, Tanah Merah
QLD 4128, 0417 762621.
NSW Gliding Association
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821, 02
68892733, 02 68891250, Trs: 0407 459581.
South Australian Gliding Association
PO Box 65, Millicent SA 5280, 08 8733421,
0427 977218.
Victorian Soaring Association
4/139 Roberts St, Essendon VIC 3040,
03 83835340, 03 93355364.
Vintage Gliders Australia
22 Eyre St, Balwyn VIC 3103, 03 98175362.
WA Gliding Association Inc.
59 Wellington Pde, Yokine WA 6060,
08 93282511, 08 94449505.
NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA)
327 (Gliding) Flight, Australia
PO Box 1643, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444
02 65831488, 0427 259990.
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795,
02 63371180 (weekend), 0427 470001.
Byron Gliding Club
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481,
02 66847627.
Canberra Gliding Club
GPO Box 1130, Canberra ACT 2601,
02 64523994, 0428 523994.
Central Coast Soaring Club
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250,
02 43844074.
Cudgegong Soaring Pty Ltd
PO Box 352, Frenchs Forest NSW 1640,
02 63742444.
Goulburn Gliding Group
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan NSW 2620,
02 62973504.
Grafton Gliding Club
16 Fuller St, Mullaway NSW 2456,
02 66541638, 0403 088551.
Harden Gliding Club
3/17 Mugglestone Pl, Bruce ACT 2617,
02 62018230, 0411 107694.
Hunter Valley Gliding Club Co-op Ltd
PO Box 9, Newcastle NSW 2300,
02 95342884.
Lake Keepit Soaring Club
PO Box 5152, South Tamworth NSW 2340,
02 67697514.
Leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705, 02 69533825.
Narromine Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68892733.
Orana Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68892733.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base, Richmond NSW 2755,
02 45873214.
RAAF Williamtown Gliding Club
C/O Mr G R Lee, 10 Federation Dr, Medowie
NSW 2318, 02 49829334.

Queensland Soaring Association (QSA)
2 Wing AAFC School of Aviation Inc.
201 Squadron Air Force Cadets, PO Box 647
Archerfield QLD 4108, 07 33324851,
0415 150965.
Barambah District Gliding Club
2 Yellow Gully Rd, Wolvi QLD 4570,
07 54867247.
Boonah Gliding Centre Inc
PO Box 107, Boonah QLD 4310, 07 5463
2630, 0408 016164.
Bundaberg Soaring Club
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670,
07 41579558.
Byron Bay Gliding Inc.
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, Tyagarah
NSW 2481, 02 66847572, 0414 558794.
Byron Bay Gliding P/L
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield,
Tyagarah NSW 2481, 02 66847572.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510,
0418 713903.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700,
07 49371381.
Darling Downs Soaring Club
PO Box 584, Toowoomba QLD 4350,
07 46637140, 0409 507847.
Gympie Gliding Club
PO Box 217, Gympie QLD 4570, 07 54835380.
Kingaroy Soaring Club
PO Box 91, Kingaroy QLD 4610, 07 41622191.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, 07 49973265.
North Queensland Soaring Centre
PO Box 1743, Aitkenville QLD 4814,
0500 811011.
Pacific Soaring
19 Craigslea Dr, Caboolture QLD 4510,
07 5499 4805.
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring
PO Box 144, Warwick Qld 4370, 07 38348311.
Summerland Gliding Club
3 Alston Ave, Alstonville NSW 2477,
02 66286691, 0404 007229.
SA Gliding Association (SAGA)
Adelaide Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, 08 85221877.
Adelaide Uni Gliding Club Inc.
Adelaide Uni Sports Assoc, The University of
Adelaide SA 5005, 08 88262203, 0412 870963.
Air Cadet Gliding Club
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108,
08 83805137, 0429 805137.

G FA M E M B E R S H I P F E E S 2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8
Membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Normal
$190
$195
$194
$195
$195

Family
$154
$155
$158
$159
$159

Student membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Full
$115.50
$116.50
$119.50
$120.50
$120.50

Family
$79.50
$80.50
$83.50
$84.50
$84.50

44 Soaring Australia

Short-term membership:1 Month* 3 Month*
NSW/QLD/VIC
$50
$65
South Australia
$59
$74
Western Australia
$60
$75
*Note: Once only purchase to Australian
residents, thereafter 12 month membership
to be purchased.
International postage for Soaring Australia
to be added to membership fees:
Zone
1
2
3
4
5

Country
New Zealand
Singapore
Japan, Hong Kong, India
USA, Canada, Middle East
UK, Europe, South
America, South Africa

Price
$54
$60
$60
$66
$72

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 871,
08 89526384, 0417 530345.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461, 08 88645062.
Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro SA 5356,
08 85640240.
Bordertown Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268, 08 87521321.
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280,
08 87333421, 0427 977218.
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1509, Victor Harbor SA 5211,
08 85543543, 0409 677677.
Northern Australian Gliding Club
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 821,
08 89412512.
Port Augusta Gliding Club
PO Box 2175, Port Augusta SA 5700,
08 86436628, 0401 990823.
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341,
08 85951422, 0417 890215.
Scout Gliding Club Inc.
22 Burford Crescent, Redwood Park SA
5097, 0418 815618.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 83916672.
Whyalla Gliding Club
PO Box 556, Whyalla SA 5600,
08 86452619, 0413 127825.
Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689.
Beaufort Gliding Club
66 Waterdale Rd, Ivanhoe VIC 3079,
03 94972048.
Bendigo Gliding Club
62 Lawson St, Bendigo VIC 3550, 03 54439169.
Bothwell Gliding Club
PO Box 288, Sandy Bay TAS 7005, 03 62267615.
Cloud Riders Pty Ltd
C/o 18 Wyndham St, Werribee VIC 3030,
03 97413142, 0429 351234.
Corangamite Soaring Club
Kurweeton, Kurweeton Rd, Derrinallum
VIC 3325, 03 55939277.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340,
0409 212527.
Gliding Club Of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3672, 03 57621058.
Grampians Soaring Club
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 03 53525710,
0417 514438.
Horsham Flying Club
PO Box 158, Horsham VIC 3402, 03 53823491.
Latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840,
03 51221081, 0407 839238.
Mangalore Gliding Club
RMB 6640, Longwood VIC 3665,
03 57985512, 0413 307177.
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
Box 486, Mt Beauty VIC 3699,
02 60591417, 0402 075131.
Murray Border Flying Club Inc.
PO Box 58, Tocumwal NSW 2714,
03 58283169, 0407 855533.
Murray Valley Soaring Club Ltd
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646, 02 60335036.
Soaring Club Of Tasmania
34 Clinton Rd, Geilston Bay TAS 7015,
03 62437508.
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953, 0437 454986.
Sportaviation Pty Ltd
PO Box 44, Tocumwal NSW 2714,
03 90169144, 0427 534122.
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500,
03 50257335, 0409 016614.
Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah VIC 3594, 03 50376688.

Tumbarumba Gliding Club
C/o Judds Engineering P/L, PO Box 5283
Wagga NSW 2650, 02 69251642.
VMFG
GPO Box 1096J, Melbourne VIC 3001,
0402 281928.
Wagga Wagga Gliding Club
PO Box 613, Wagga Marketplace, Wagga Wagga
NSW 2650, 0427 205624, 0428 205624.
WA Gliding Association (WAGA)
716 Flight Australia Air Force Cadets
7 Wing HQ, RAAF Base Pearce WA 6084,
08 95717800.
Beverley Soaring Society
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304,
08 96460320, 0407 385361.
Gliding Club of WA
PO Box 6231, East Perth WA 6892,
08 92212164, 0417 992806 (weekend).
Morawa Gliding Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, 08 99723022.
Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312,
08 98811795, 0407 088314.
Stirlings Gliding Club
PO Box 2314, Bunbury WA 6230,
08 98429104, 0418 935461.
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All correspondence, including changes
of address, membership renewals, short
term memberships, rating forms and
other administrative matters should
be sent to:
HGFA National Office
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC
3041, ph: 03 93792155, fax: 03 93792177,
<office@hgfa.asn.au>.
HGFA General Manager
Chris Fogg, PO Box 258, Helensburgh
NSW 2508, ph/fax 02 4294 9300, 0417
766356, <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>.
Information about site ratings, sites and
other local matters, contact the appropriate
State associations, region or club.
Board Members
Pres: Andrew Polidano <President@hgfa.
asn.au>, 146 Stuart St, Mullumbimby NSW
2482, 02 66843510, 0428 666843.
V-Pres: Hakim Mentes <Vice.President@
hgfa.asn.au>, 16/59 Riversdale Rd, Hawthorn
VIC 3122, 03 98187650 (h), 0412 617216.
Sec: Paul Coffey <Secretary@hgfa.
asn.au>, 25 Taylor St, Eaton WA 6232
08 97251161, 0428 504285.
Trs: William Olive <Treasurer@hgfa.asn.
au>, 50 Park St, Charlestown NSW 2290,
02 49213804 (w).
Board Members:
Rohan Grant <Rohan.Grant@hgfa.asn.
au>, 188 Bathurst St, Hobart TAS 7000,
03 62311112.
Tove Heaney <Tove.Heaney@hgfa.asn.
au>, 14 White Ave, Tocumwal NSW 2714,
0419 681212.
Bill Moyes <Bill.Moyes@hgfa.asn.au>,
1144 Botany Road, Botany NSW 2019,
02 93164644 (w), 02 93897969 (h), Fax:
02 93168488.
Rob Steane <Rob.Steane@hgfa.asn.au>,
c/o Post Office, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, 0418
146137.
Microlight Public Relations
Paul Haines ph/fax: 02 42941031.
States & Regions
ACTHPA
PO Box 3496, Manuka ACT 2603; [www.
acthpa.org]. Pres: Barry Oliver 0407
825819, <Barry.Oliver@anu.edu.au>;
Trs: Geoff Robertson 0429 843417,
<geoffrobertson@grapevine.com.au>; Sec:
Alistair Dickie 0404 023359, <Alnrelly@
alistairdickie.com>; Meetings: 1st Thu/mth
7.30pm Yamba Sports Club.
Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Rick Williams
<rickwilliams@tpg.com.au>, V-Pres: Rob
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Holmes <robnkath@westnet.com.au>,
HG Rep: Gavin Nicholls <gknichol@tpg.com.
au>, PG Rep: Gordon McCabe <sikacro@
yaahoo.com.au>, PM Rep:
Mark Wild <mark@gastech.com.au>,
ML Rep: Shaun Wallace <shaun@hangglide.
com.au>.
NSW Hang Gliding Association
Sec: Steve Hocking, 19 Gladswood Gardens,
Double Bay NSW 2028, ph/fax: 02 9327
4025, <nswhga@s054.aone.net.au>.
North Queensland HG Association
12 Van Eldik Ave, Andergrove QLD 4740;
Pres: Graham Lee; Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07
49552913, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>
Queensland HG Association
Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra
QLD 4275 07 38448566.
South Australian HG Association
1 Sturt St, Adelaide SA 5000, ph: 08
84101391, fax: 08 82117115; Pres: Stuart
McClure 08 82973452 (h), <stuart.mcclure@
csiro.au>; Sec: Mark Tyminski 0411 414 816,
<marknjan@senet.com.au>; Trs: Robert Woodward 08 82977532 (h), <rob_woodward@
ultimatepositioning.com>.
Tasmanian HG & PG Association
[www.thpa.net]. Pres: Rob Steane (Hobart PG
pilot), 0418 146137, <president@thpa.net>;
Sec/Trs: Stephen Clark (Hobart HG pilot), 0419
997550, <secretary@thpa.net>. Northern Tas
info: Richard Long (Burnie PG pilot), 0438
593998, <northern@thpa.net>.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 953, Williamstown VIC 3016, [www.
vhpa.org.au/]. Pres: Glenn Bachelor 0419 324
730 <President@VHPA.org.au>; Sec: John Twomey; Trs: Lisa Charleston; SSO: Hamish Barker.
Site weather-boxes: Three Sisters 0409 864
700, Buckland Ridge 0407 356295, Mt Buffalo
03 57501515, Ben More 0417 112062.
Clubs
NATIONAL
The Pico Club Incorporated
62 Anderson Street, East Geelong VIC 3219
Pres: Jos Weemaes 02 60265658, <jweemaes
@bordernet.com.au>; Sec: Andrew McCarthy
0438 062596, <amccart4@tpg.com.au>.
NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[www.bmhgc.org.au]. Pres: Neil Evans 02
47878027, <dream2@tpq.com.au>; Sec:
Andrew Paterson, 02 96395461, 0425 305984,
<apaterso@bhsc.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: Allan Bush
02 47738037, <fairallan@pnc.com.au>; Newsletter: Paul Hunt 02 96997720, 0404 851876,
<huntp@ozemail.com.au>; Comps: Alan Bond
02 98995351, 0408 470544, <skybond@
primus.com.au>; SOs: Allan Bush, Paul Hunt.
Meetings: With Club Comp round last Sun/mth
or contact above committee members.
Central Coast Sky Surfers
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres/SO: Javier
Alvarez 0418 116681 <javier@myreal
box.com>; V-Pres: Jeff Terry 0416 291545
<jeff@survivalsolutions.com.au>; Trs: Anthony
Scurrah 0427 000410 <anthony_scurrah@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Web: Martin Haig 0403
276227 <mhaig@dataweb.com.au>; SSOs:
Maderson Ford 0416 002244; Paul Cox 0417
355897; Tony Barton 0412 607815. Meetings:
1st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club,
Ilya Ave, Erina.
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746,
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.
Hunter Skysailors Paragliding Club
Pres: A Edwards 0411 636761 <anthony
bedwards@optusnet.com.au; V-Pres: Neil
Bright <tojofly@iprimus.com.au>; SSO:
James Thompson 0418 686199, <james.b.t@
hunterlink.net.au>. Meetings: last Tue/mth
7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.
Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1@
bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.
Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: James
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Ryrie 02 62359120, <rymicalago@netspeed.
com.au>; V-Pres: Andy Abbott 0419 897005,
<andy@ali-oup.com>; Sec: Mark Mourant
02 48464144, <talect@ispdr.net.au>.
Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness
02 67856545, <skygodfrey@aol.com>, V-Pres:
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.com>,
Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmail.com>, SSO
(HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484 <patrick.
lenders@gmail.com>, SSO (Trike): Willi Ewig
02 6769 7771 <skyranch@gmx.net>.
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597, <lelean@
smartchat.net.au>; SSO: Jason Turner 0419
997196, <jasonflys@hotmail.com>.
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; [www.
nhgc.asn.au], <fly@nhgc.asn.au>. Pres:
Matthew Clarke 0419 908283, <penders@
nobbys.net.au>; V-Pres: Matt Olive 02
49436791; Sec: Simon Plint 0407 613701,
<SimonPlint@newcastle.edu.au>; Trs: Monica
Barrett 0425 847207; SSOs: Tony Barton
(coastal) 0412 607815, Scott Barret 0425
847208 <inlandsso@nhgc.asn.au>, James
Thompson (PG) 0418 686199; Newsletter:
David Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/mth
7:30pm South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn
St, Merewether.
Northern Beaches HG Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103. Pres:
Hugh Zions 0412 246 100 <hzions@optusnet.
com.au>; V-Pres: Douglas Sole <dougsole@
optusnet.com.au>; CEO: Marika Martinez
<marika_libra@hotmail.com>; Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696 677 <dalexander@med.usyd.
edu.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor <alan@cmphome.
com>; SSO: Glen Salmon 02 99180091 (HG);
Wayne Fitzgerald (HG/PG) 02 99827094.
Meetings: 1st Tue/mth, 7pm, Mona Vale
Bowling Club.
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrhgpgc.org]. Pres: Cedar Anderson <cedar@
poliglide.com>, 0429 070380; V-Pres: Jan
Smith <janandglenn@optusnet.com.au>,
0410 314673; Sec: Glenn Smith <glenn.
smith@agric.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: Sonja Hans
<sonjahans@gmail.com>, 0428 665265; SSO
(PG): Lindsay Wootten <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>, 0427 210993; SSO (HG): Peter
Aitken <proflyte@bigpond.net.au>. Meetings:
1st Tue/mth, 7pm, Byron Services Club.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres:
Peter Wennersten 0414 333393, <president@
flystanwell.com>; Sec: Mark Mitsos 0408
864083, <secretary@flystanwell.com>; Trs:
Adrian Le Gras 0400 002281, <treasurer@
flystanwell.com>; M/ship: Robert Seckold
<membership@flystanwell.com>; SSO: Mark
Mitsos 0408 864083, <SSO@flystanwell.com>.
Sydney Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Peter Dower 0413 484471, <peter.
dower@campbelltown.nsw.gov.au>; Trs:
John Selby 02 93447932, <johnselby@idx.
com.au>; Sec: Susanne Liersch 0403 062625,
<Susanne.Liersch@AOA.NESTLE.COM>;
SO: Doug Dole, Bruce Wynne; SSO: Ken
Stothard. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, 7:30pm
Endeavour Hotel, Botany.
NORTHERN TERRITORY
Alice Springs HG and PG Club
Pres: Brett Lewis 0418 890033, <freelance@
octa4.net.au>; Vice-Pres: Ricky Jones 0406
098354, <redcentreparagliding@yahoo.com>.
Please contact for paramotoring, PG ridge
soaring and thermal flying.
QUEENSLAND
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254,
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Bob Hayes, 0418 963796; V-Pres/SSO:
Brett Collier 0431 151150 <brettcollier@
bigpond.com>; Sec: Lance Keough 07
40912117, Trs: Nev Akers 07 4053258631.
Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.
chgc.asn.au]. Pres: Peter Smart <president@

ALL CLUBS PLEASE CHECK DETAILS IN THIS SECTION CAREFULLY
Could all Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details of their Executive
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attention is directed to the listing of
SSOs and SOs for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior SOs and SOs confirm
ALL SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that
those holding these appointments have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive
notices and correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to be
endorsed by Clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if confirmation
is not received, those listed in the Database where no current forms or confirmation is held,
the appointment will be taken as having expired.
General Manager, HGFA
chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Martin Nightingale
<vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Cameron
McNeil <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Sec/Ed:
Susan Nightingale; Gen-Exec: Greg Hollands
gem@chg.asn.au>; Editor: Susan Nightingale
<newsletter@chgc.asn.au>; SSO PG: Phil
Hystek 07 55434000 (h), 0418 155317,
<sso@chgc.asn.au>; SSO (HG): Ken Hill 0418
188655, <sso@chgc.asn.au>.
Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
‘The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec:
James Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.
edu.au>; Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699,
<jaw12@bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall
0427 177237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.
telstra.com>; SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187,
07 49387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07
49922865, <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.
Conondale Cross-Country Flyers Inc.
[www.entrypoint.to/conondale-x-countryflyers]. Pres: Graham Sutherland 0429
935882; Sec: Denis Davis 0403 349344; Trs:
Steve Stocker 0411 226733; SSO (PG/PPG)
Graham Sutherland 0429 935882, (MHG)
Frank Fontaine 0408 556113.
Dalby Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 107, Dalby QLD 4405; [www.hgfa.asn.
au/-dhgc]. Pres: Jason “Yoda” Reid 0424 293
922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>; Trs: Cameron
McNeil 0419 70326, <cameron.mcneill@
accenture.com>; Sec : Annie Crerar <bruce.
annie@bigpond.com>; SO: Daron “Boof”
Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@aclad.com.au>.
Fly Killarney Inc.
PO Box 70, Killarney QLD 4373. Pres: Andrew
Horchner 0427 807516; V-Pres: Matt Cooper
0414 318144; PR/Site contact: Wendy
Mugridge 0418 807516.
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 07 54554661 (h); Sec/
SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille, 0418 754157,
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com.au>; Trs:
Gary Allan 0417 756878; SSO: David Cookman (HG) 07 54498573; Jonathan Allen,
0438 107518.
Wicked Wings Club
Toowoomba & District PG/HG Club Inc, 190
Drayton St, Laidley QLD 4341. Pres: Peter
Schwenderling 0427 461347 <swendo1@
bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Richard Cook 0427
805960 <richardtc@aapt.net.au>; Sec: Troy
Litzow 0448 456607 <troylitzow@optusnet.
com.au>.
Whitsundays HG Club
Contact: Henryk Wojcik 07 49550253 (h),
0403 715962, <hmwoj53@bigpond.net.au>;
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.
TASMANIA
Tasmanian HG&PG Ass. (see States & Regions)
VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Dale
Appleton 0408 382635; SSO: Rob van der
Klooster 0408 335559. Meetings: 1st Fri/mth,
venue see [www.hgfa.asn.au/~dyna].
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 216, Richmond 3121; [www.hgfa.asn.
au/~melbourne/], <melbourne@hgfa.asn.au>.
Pres: Rob Wenban 0408 179940,
<robwenban@connexus.net.au>; Sec: Mike
Maciejowski 0414 753096, <mike@tridigm.
com.au>; Trs: Greg Stroot 0402 473113,
<greg.stroot@ozonline.com.au>; Committee:
Glenn Bachelor 0419 324730, <hanggliding@
netspace.net.au>; Peter Davies 0400 883155
<pd33725@hotmail.com>. Meetings: 3rd
Wed/month 6:30pm at Station 59, 59 Church
St Richmond.
North East Victorian Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Karl Texler 0428 385144, <president@
nevhgc.net>; Sec: Ed Barber 0417 030042,
<secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs: Tony Kenney
0412 238039, <treasurer@nevhgc.

net>; M/ship: Rod Oldfield 0412 922669,
<membership@nevhgc.net>; SSO/Comps:
Karl Texler 0428 385144, <brightvt@netc.net.
au>; SSO/Comms: Brian Webb 0417 530972;
Meetings: [www.hgfa.asn.au/~nevhgc/].
Sky High Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]; Pres: Rob Parker
<pres@skyhighparagliding.org>; V-Pres: Martin
Halford <vp@skyhighparagliding.org>; Trs:
Peter Allen <tres@skyhighparagliding.org>; Sec:
Julie Sheard <sec@skyhighparagliding.org>;
Web: Ron Campbell <wm@skyhighparagliding.
org>; Nov Rep: Steve Poole <nov@skyhigh
paragliding.org>; SC Chair: Carolyn Dennis
<safety@skyhighparagliding.org>; APN:
Rob Parker <ed@skyhighparagliding.org>.
Meetings: 1st Wed/mth 8pm Retreat Hotel,
226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
Southern Microlight Club
[http://home.vicnet.net.au/~stclub/]. Pres:
Mark Andrews 03 95988708 (h); V-Pres: Mark
Howard 03 9751 1480 (h); Sec: David Jacka
03 94866996 (h), 0409 866996. Newsletter:
Carl Dillon <carldillon@optusnet.com.au>.
Meetings: 2nd Tue/mth 8pm Manning-ham
Club, 1 Thompsons Rd, Bulleen.
Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.WVHGC.
com]. Pres: Mark O’Keefe; V-Pres: Glenn
Bachelor 0419 324730 <VicePresident@
WVHGC>; Trs: Richard Carstairs; Sec:
Will Faulkner; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp; Site
Development: Steve Norman and Andy
Stevens; Web: Damien Georgiou; Newsletter:
Steve Norman. Meetings: First Wed/month
at Richard’s place, Glenroy.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany HG & PG Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
147 Bruns Dr, Darling Downs 6122. Pres:
Rob Holmes <president@cloudbase.asn.au>,
0428 244829; Trs: Colin Brown <treasurer@
cloudbase.asn.au>, 0407 700378; Sec: John
Carman <secretary@cloudbase.asn.au>, 0419
361808; Committee: <committee@cloudbase.
asn.au>, Joe Bosworth 0412 939290, Aaron
Massey 0407 479173, Rod Merigan 0439
967971, Mark Wild 0411 423923; SOs: John
Carman, Nigel Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild.
Meetings: Last Wed/mth, 7:30pm, Osborne
Park Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.
Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
9 Broadarrow Rd, Kalgoorlie WA 6430. Pres/
SSO: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.net.au>,
08 90215771; Trs/SO: Richard Breyley <richard.
breyley@kbrl.com.au>, 0417 986896; Sec:
Peter Cepuritis <CepuritP@kalg.curtin.edu.
au>, 0417 924711. SSO: Mark Stokoe <Mark.
Stokoe@health.wa.gov.au>, 0414 932461.
Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillfly@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick Williams
0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary Bennet 0412
611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386,
Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, Dave Longman
08 93859469. Meetings held on site during
club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.
Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: Keith
Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey 0428
504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 949004.
Western Soarers
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box 483, Mt
Hawthorn WA 6915. Pres: Sun Nickerson
0401 135042, <sun.nickerson@iinet.net.au>;
V-Pres: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386, <gavin.
nicholls@defence.gov.au>; Sec/Trs: Mirek
Generowicz 0427 778280, <mgenerow@
optusnet.com.au>; Equipment: Shaun Wallace
0411 885178, <shaun@hangglide.com.au>;
SSOs: Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls & Rick
Williams. Meetings: 2nd Tue/month with
Cloudbase PG club. Times and dates will be
published at [www.westernsoarers.com].
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Self-launching/Motor Gliders

G FA
NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTISERS
All advertisements and payment can be sent to:
The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041
Ph: 03 9379 7411, Fax: 03 9379 5519
Email: <Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au>
Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution
(300dpi at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats.
Photographs may be provided in either photo print
or slides. Low resolution digitals are not suitable.
Photographs, slides or disks may be returned. Please
include a self-addressed and stamped envelope
for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or
credit card). Don’t forget Classifieds deadline is the
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence.

Single-seater Sailplanes
Astir CS77 VH-IKE, 1918 hrs, very good cond,
trailer. Based at Corowa $18 0000. Ph: Ross 0427
547706.
Club Libelle VH-GJJ, in excellent cond, approximately 2650 hrs. Enclosed trailer, fair cond, $12 000
ono. Ph: 02 43697484.
Hornet VH-GHX, 1977, around 2800 hrs, refinished
fuse & tail surfaces, looks & flies great, but wings
will need doing sometime. Radio, varios, parachute,
enclosed trailer, tow-out gear, etc, $17 000 all
up. New ballast bags – one fitted, one ready. Ph:
Richard Pincus 0408 525618 or 02 98107994.
Ka6cr VH-HNA, excellent cond, 720ch radio, B40,
tow-out gear & excellent galvanised enclosed
trailer. $7500 ono. Ph: Arie 0419 973343 or <arie@
internode.on.net>.
Kestrel 17, approximately 3500 hrs, new tinted
canopy, Cambridge S-NAV, logger & vario, new
mechanical Winter vario, parachute, trailer, tow-out
gear, $25 000 ono. For more details & contact details
go to [ppb.id.au].
Libelle 201 VH-GBP, winglets, fillets, FLARM, Cae
Flight logger, Microair radio, parachute 17 years,
good trailer, easy rig & de-rig, $18 000 ono. Ph: 03
52753316 or <robmus@westnet.com.au>.
Pilatus B4 VH-WQN, fresh 30-yearly, interior
refurbished, c/w new blue tint canopy, green/gold
starburst paint, good enclosed trailer. Fantastic
aerobatic aircraft, $15 000. Ph: 0428 981184.
Std Cirrus VH-GYY, at Gympie QLD,1479 hrs, 1728
landings. Enclosed trailer, B50 Borgelt & Cambridge
vario, Microair 720ch radio, $16 000 ono.Ph: 07
54836922 or <lynnek@dodo.com.au>.

Two-seater Sailplanes
Grob 103 Twin SL VH-GLL, ’92. Looks & handles
like Duo Discus, top competition trainer, proven
37:1, TT 460 hrs, engine 195 hrs, new prop, oxygen,
Cobra trailer, reasonably priced. Ph: BGC 02
66847027 for details.
Twin Astir VH-IKC is offered for sale due to fleet
changes. 4770 hrs & 11300 landings. Microair radio,
Borgelt & mechanical varios, basic instruments. All
offers considered. Ph: 07 54825613 or 07 54836922.
Twin Astir VH-KYK offered by the Beverley
Soaring Society – in good cond. with no major
repairs, 7000 hrs, enclosed trailer, Microair radio,
mechanical & electric varios, B25 speed director
& basic instruments, $34 000. Ph: Greg Beecroft
08 94595719, 0419 919065 or <greg.beecroft@
bigpond.com>.
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SF 25 C 1976 Limbach L 2000
450 hours before overhaul.
Fully refinished in 2001, $65000. Flown daily.
SF 25D 1968 Limbach L 1700 zero hours! Fully
refinished in 2006. Transponder! Very nice, $52000.
Flown daily. Ph: JB 0423 787398 (Byron Bay).
1/2 OR 1/3 share Ventus CM Self-launcher
available, presently based at Lake Keepit. Currently
use of T-hangar & ist option to buy. Fully comp
ready, top performer, excellent trailer, all tow-out
gear, oxygen, FLARM, plus more. Ph: Robin 0419
839631.
DG 500 M VH-GKX in very good cond, with
Cobra trailer. Ph: 02 66844244 (h) or <thomas@
byronbayballooning.com>.
Motorfalke C2000 VH-YHB (2 Legs, built 1991)
has all latest Falke improvements, incl. balloon tyres,
could be used for glider towing with 95hp engine.
Limited hrs to run on L2000, so price is dependent
on which engine gets fitted. Ph: Ian McPhee 0428
847642 (co-owner moving to NZ).
This Old Lady Is Looking For A New Owner
– she is desperate to get back into the air! SF27
VH-GEW (Scheibe, Germany) built 1969, 1255 hrs,
4 cyl. Hirth Engine runs smoothly. Lots of extras
(spare engine, but not complete). A/C was repainted
in 2001. Full panel, Becker radio. Encl. trailer (built
in Germany). And, yes, I am STILL trying to finish
building my UL. $25 000 firm. Ph: Hartmut Kiehn 02
65504227 or <kiehns@ozemail.com.au>.
Ventus CM Self-launch VH-ZBM, No 37 17.6m
1200 hrs, 100 engine hrs, Sage vario, SDI C3 final
glide comp, Cambridge display & logger, wing
covers, tow-out gear, tie-downs. Excellent trailer.
$112 000. Ph: Robin 0419 839631.

General
REAL ES TATE – NA RRO MINE AIR PARK :

Vacant block for sale. Largest single block in
the estate over 2000m2. NE facing, great corner
location. No need to buy two blocks to get adequate
hangar frontage, priced to sell. Contact Miles GoreBrown <mgbsia@pacific.net.sg>.

Instruments & Equipment
Australian Made-Ozflarm Aircraft situation
awareness system & back-up logger. Altair/Vegasuperior glide computer & vario system (glass
cockpit). Radios/transponders, call Nigel at RF
Developments Pty Ltd 07 54635670, Mon-Fri 8-4pm,
<nandrews@rf-developments.com> or [www.rfdevelopments.com].
Nielsen-Kellerman, Sports instrument is now a
new name in soaring instruments – NKclearnav. +
products from Winter, Tost, XCom, Cambridge & all
tyres, seals, wingstands. Ian McPhee <mrsoaring@
gmail.com>, 0428 847642, [www.mrsoaring.com].
Tesa Tape 1.5” x 55 yards, $25/roll plus postage.
Email <cjgamble@optusnet.com.au>.

Gliding Publications
Airborne Magazine: Covering all facets of
Australian & New Zealand modelling. The best value
modelling magazine. Now $60pa for six issues.
Plans & other special books available. PO Box 30,
Tullamarine, VIC 3043.
Free Flight: Bi-monthly journal of the Soaring Association of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian
soaring scene & relevant international news &
articles. $US26 for one year, $47 for two years, $65
for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa,
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.
NZ Gliding Kiwi: Official magazine of Gliding New
Zealand. Edited by John Roake. Read world-wide with
a great reputation for being first with the news. A$52
pa. Personal cheques or credit cards accepted. Write:
NZ Gliding Kiwi, 79 Fifth Avenue, Tauranga, New
Zealand. Email: <gk@johnroake.com>.
Sailplane & Gliding: The only authoritative
British magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4
pages of fascinating material & pictures with colour.
Available from the British Gliding Association,
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, England.
Annual subscription for six copies £17.50.
Sailplane Builder: Monthly magazine of the Sailplane Homebuilders Association. $US29 (airmail
$US46) to SHA, c/o Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith
Road, Chatsworth, CA 91311 USA.
Soaring: Official monthly journal of the Soaring
Society of America Inc., PO Box 2100, Hobbs, NM
88241 USA. Foreign subscription rates (annually):
$US43 surface delivery; $US68 premium delivery.
Technical Soaring/OSTIV: Quarterly publication
of SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers.
c/o T U Delft, Fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg
1, NL-2629 HS DELFT, The Netherlands.
Vintage Times: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders
Australia, edited by David & Jenne Goldsmith, PO Box
577, Gisborne VIC 3437, Membership $20 pa.

H G FA
Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members
up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified
per person per issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office
for membership verification/payment by email
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93792177 or post:
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041.
The deadline is 25th of the month, for publication
five weeks hence. Submitted classifieds will run for
one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings.
When submitting a classified remember to include
your contact details (for prospective buyers),
your HGFA membership number (for verification)
and the State under which you would like the
classified placed. (Note that the above does not
apply to commercial operators. Instructors may
place multiple classified entries, but will be
charged at usual advertising rates.)

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use;
this includes the skill level required for the specific
aircraft being reflective of the pilot’s actual rating
and experience. All members must adhere to the
maintenance requirements as contained in Section
9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by
manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should always
be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor
wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft.
It should include examination of maintenance logs
for the aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile
situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are
unsuitable for the skill level of the pilot, or aircraft
that are unairworthy in any way.
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Hang Gliders & Equipment
NEW S OUTH WALES

Airborne Fun 220, set up for tandems, in brand
new cond, only done about 20 hrs, $3500 ono. Ph:
Rob 0418 975892.
Moyes Mission, approximately 10 years old.
Selling on behalf of friend who went overseas
at short notice. Mostly been in storage since last
serviced by Moyes. Recommended hook-in weight of
90kg. Reasonable cond. for its age, but a wise pilot
would get it checked professionally, $300.
Ph: Lyndon 02 49623862 (Newcastle).
QUEENSLAND

Moyes Litesport 4, great cond, 150 hrs, Mylar
sail, carbon basebar & Zoom A-frame, $4800 ono.
Ph: Enda 0412 445741.
Moyes SX5 adv, 14 hrs on brand new sail. Airframe
original, incl. DTs. New side wires fitted. Flies
beautifully. Suit experienced pilot who wants new
glider, but can’t afford one. $1650 ono. Photos, DVD
& log copies available. Ph: Murray 0417 072608.

Airborne Edge X, blue, 2002, 582 oil injected,
Streak 2 wing, full instruments, radio, intercom, stone
guard, strobe, logbooks, 320 hrs, excellent cond, hangared in Melbourne, $24000 ono. Ph: 0413 018163.

HGFA Schools
ACT/NEW SOUTH WALES

VICTORIA

Airborne Edge X, blue, 2002, 582 oil injected, Streak
2 wing, full instruments, radio, intercom, stoneguard,
strobe, logbooks, 320 hrs, escellent cond, hangared
in Melbourne, $24000 ono. Ph: 0413 018163.
WESTE RN AUST RALIA

Redback Trike, as new, with trailer, 140 hrs only,
$15 000 ono. Ph: 0403 342484.

Wanted
N EW SOUTH WALES

Airborne Trike, with or without a wing – I don’t
mind if it needs work or is damaged. Ph: Robert
02 45721858 (h) or <robertwb@pacific.net.au>.

General

SO UTH AU STRALIA

Complete Hang Glider Package, suit new pilot.
Moyes XT165, excellent cond, approximately 30
hrs. Moyes Flex harness, suit pilot up to 180cm, fair
cond. Reserve, hook knife & tow bridle. Everything
you need, only $1000. Located in Adelaide. Ph:
Adam 0413 605750.

Learn to Fly in Canberra!
The Paragliding Capital of Australia
and only three hours drive from Sydney.
At Australian Paragliding Centre we fly all
year round & are open seven days a week.
Learn to fly in a friendly, caring environment
with first class tuition & equipment.
• Licence & introductory courses
• Tandem flights
• Gift vouchers & group discounts
• Pilot Development Clinics for novice,
intermediate & advanced pilots
• International flying tours
• Cross-country & towing tours
• Ozone, Airwave paragliders, harnesses,
reserves, flying suits, GPS, UHF, EPIRBS
• Fly Products paramotor sales & tuition
Contact: Peter Bowyer on

02 6226 8400

<fly@paraglide.com.au>
Check out our new homepage!
[www.paraglide.com.au]

VICTORIA

Moyes SX5 adv, red/white US. 1998, approximately
60 hrs. Gone over by Moyes two years ago. Crispy
sail, VGC – I can send photo. I’ve bought topless.
$900 incl. batten profile & manual. Ph: Steve 03
98766227 (Melbourne), 0400 374954, <steve.
donehue@people.net.au>.

QUEENSLAND

Paragliders & Equipment
NEW S OUTH WALES

Nova Mamboo, black/red/white, performance
DHV1-2, medium (85-105kg). Suit Int, ideal second
wing. 30 hrs, excellent cond, one small repair. $2000
ex Sydney. Ph: Ian 0400 369465.

RAINBOW PARAGLIDING
APCO AUSTRALIA

VICTORIA

Nova X-ACT DHV1-2, medium, purple/white, VG
cond, approximately 50 hrs inland, Supair Evo harness
(M), Supair flight deck, Charly reserve, Charly Insider
helmet (M) with microphone, Digifly vario, all
excellent cond, $1500 ono. Ph: 0403 974183.
Paratech P44, medium, DHV1/2, 30 hrs, near new
cond, incl. backpack, free fly & motor risers with trimmers. In-flight weight 75-100kg, $1950. Ph: Warren
0400 896 853 or <warren@norwood.vic.edu.au>.
Paramotor Bargain: PAP/ROS 125 15 hrs. Incl.
reserve, PPG helmet, spares & other extras. All
in as new cond, genuine reason for sale, $7250,
(replacement cost $10000+). Also great PPG wing
for just $1750. Full details @ [http://marketplace.
highadventure.com.au/forum/viewtopic.php?t=434],
<bohdan2@bigpond.net.au>, 0417 341367.

Microlights & Equipment
NEW S OUTH WALES

Airborne Edge Exec 2002, Excellent cond,
hangared, 380 hrs, helmets, intercom, radio, etc.
Reduced for sale fast $16 900 ono. Can deliver
within NSW! Ph: Justin/Greg or Danny 0414
490907/0407 494377 or 0428 494505 (VIC)
Airborne Edge X 582, blue head, T2-2478
Streak ST-215, TT 194 hrs, full covers, wing covers,
Microair radio, full instruments, Mizer fuel flow
meter, intercom, two headsets & helmets, intercom,
oil injected, stone guard, trailer, $25500. Ph: 0429
002906 or 02 65822864.

Offering the full range
of APCO equipment
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APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and
100% satisfaction guarantee.
Test centre for APCO gliders [www.apcoaviation.com].

APCO Australia and PWC winner
of the Serial Class 2000

Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based
on the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has
access to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the
Cooloola National Park including Teewah and world
famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly
all year round, 60km cross-country flights have been
achieved in winter!
FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing
or asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with
the experts.
INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and
the knowledge.
SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, tradein, maintenance and repairs.
YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 2,500 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581
Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>

[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]
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VICTOR IA

N EW SOUTH WALE S

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely
renowned as Australia’s best flying region.
Bright has been host to numerous Australian &
international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the
best, our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian
Paragliding Champion) has been involved in
paragliding since 1990 & instructing for over
10 years.
Courses
• Introductory & HGFA licence course
• Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
• SIV courses
• Tow courses
• XC tandem flights
• Equipment Sales
We are now conducting SIV courses.
See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

NEW SOUTH WALES

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
www.activeflight.com.au
• MT BORAH, MANILLA is the one of the top 10
flying sites in the world & has more flyable days
than anywhere else in Australia. It has 4 large
launches for nearly all wind directions & easy, safe
top & bottom landings all around. Great ridge
soaring & XC all in one place. HOST of the 2007
PARAGLIDING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS!
• YOUR CFI IS GODFREY WENNESS: The most
experienced paraglider pilot in Australia. Over 7000
hours airtime since 1988, World Record Holder
– 335km (1998-2002), Longest Tandem Flight in
the World – 223km (2000-03), Multiple National
Records, National XC League Winner (inaugural
2001 & 2002), CFI, Instructor Examiner, Australian
Team Member, Prototype Test Pilot, HGFA Safety
& Ops Committee (PG), International Comps
Organiser, & Owner of World Famous Mt Borah.
• NOVICE LICENCE COURSES: Our famous 9 day,
live in, Novice Licence Courses, with genuine small
class sizes (<6), go well beyond the minimum
requirements & include thermalling, ridge soaring, safety manoeuvres & more. Over a week of
the highest quality tuition by highly experienced
pilots/instructors, using the latest techniques
& equipment costs only $1720 (including
accommodation and $400 equipment discount).
• THERMALLING, XC & OTHER TUITION: We specialise in PG & offer personal one-on-one & group
tuition in areas such as basic skills refresher,
thermalling, cross-country, SIV safety clinics, & Intermediate, Advanced, Tandem, Motor & other ratings.
• HG TO PG ENDORSEMENTS: its easier than
you think!
• ONLY QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM THE BEST
BRANDS: Importer of Advance, Flytec, Hanwag
and JDC. Stockist & service of all equipment,
new & secondhand.
• CABINS & CAMPING ONSITE: Stay at Mt Borah
– its nice & quiet! Cabins for just $15p/n ($100
p/w) & camping $6 ($35 p/w).
So come flying with Manilla Paragliding, where the person who shows you the mountain, owns the mountain!

Phone Godfrey Wenness on:
02 6785 6545 or fax: 02 6785 6546
email: <SkyGodfrey@aol.com>
‘The Mountain’, Manilla, NSW 2346.
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WE STE RN AUSTR ALIA

Australia Wide Services
HGFA Approved Paraglider
Testing & Repairs

• Comprehensive testing and repairs
to all paragliders
• Fully equipped service and repair
agents for:
Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin,
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone,
Paratech, Sky, UP
• Full written report
• Harness repair and modifications
• Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
• Parachute repacking
• Orders taken from anywhere in Australia,
New Zealand and Asia
• Prompt turnaround
PARAGLIDING
REPAIR
CENTRE

Paragliding Repair Centre
680 Traylen Road, Stoneville WA 6081
Office/Fax: 08 92952820, Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]
March 2008

OAMPS Insurance
Brokers Ltd
ABN 34 005 543 920

Let us set a better course for your GFA Glider insurance
OAMPS Aviation

Australia’s Aviation
Insurance Specialist

GFA Glider insurance packages are
the only option approved

ACN 005 543 920

and initiated by the GFA for

PO Box 1898

the benefit of members.

North Sydney
NSW 2059
Fax: (02) 9424 1710

Why pay more than you need to?
Call OAMPS Aviation now

(02) 9424 1700
Email: aviation@oamps.com.au

A PROFESSIONAL REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKER

