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“Gliders
Two o’clock,
Two Mile…
No Conflict.”
Dave Keough
IT’S A SMALL WORLD, THEY SAY. THEY
ALSO SAY IT’S A BIG SKY. BUT NOT
SO BIG AS I FOUND OUT RECENTLY.
Dave next to CT4-B aircraft

I

had the privilege of learning to fly
hang gliders at a young age, and
also having my dad teach me. Years
down the track, I also had the privilege of learning how to fly microlights
under the tutorage of Brod Osborne. Since
then I got all passionate about powered
flying whilst Brod has tended back towards
the ‘pure’ form of flying and gives a bit of
passion to the Cairns HG club local comps.
I reckon anyone who drives up and down
the length of the country to different
sites is keen – I take my hat off to them.
However, my preference is usually to
crank up the Rotax and go for buzz.
My interest in powered flight lead
me to apply for a job in the army as a
pilot. Part of the final application process
is called the Flight Screening Program,
a very intense two-week practical assessment phase designed to sort out the
‘men’ from the ‘boys’ and who is going
to be able to ‘cut the mustard’… and it
sure does. Some guys get one week into
the program and decide military flying
might not be for them. It’s a useful tool
for the Defence Force.
Some 1500 people apply for jobs
as pilots annually, for Army, Navy and
RAAF combined. About 275 make it
to the flight screening phase, a further
175 get a recommendation to fill just
130 positions. The program is designed
to be intense and exert, what they consider, normal pressure to learn and retain
all the information that they throw at
you to simulate the BFTS course (Basic
Flying Training Course – conducted in
Tamworth), which is the initial flying
April 2009

training that all pilots training for the
Defence Force undertake.
So I arrived in the Country Music capital of Australia, not sure exactly what to
expect, still feeling a little sluggish from
my 33rd birthday bash the night before.
The first week is basically all the ‘easy’
stuff conducted in the nifty little CT4-B
two-seater aircraft: Straight and level, climb/
descending, medium turns, stalls and wingovers. “Great,” I thought to myself after
a few days, “I’m doing okay. I’ve got some
flying experience behind me (weightshift
and three-axis), it’s not that different to
flying some of the ultralights.” However,
the difference being all the ‘little’ things
they want you to do and in their sequence
and pretty exactly too.
DDM was the method. ‘Demonstrate,
Direct and Monitor’. In other words, you
ain’t got much time to muck around. Get
shown, have a go, and then… “I’m going
to fold my arms and watch you do it
unassisted, and you’re getting marked.”
“Gee,” I thought to myself, “I should try
some of this intensity with my students.”
The second week leads onto the real
fun stuff: Aeros. Not ever even having
done a loop in an aircraft, I was all keen
to experience it. Until, that is, we did our
first couple of fully developed spins. Hmm,
that’s a bit different to what I’m used to.
It was on about our second sortie in the
CAP10 aircraft that this whole ‘big sky,
small world’ thing came in. We were heading out to the training area en climb to
seven grand or so when I thought I spotted
a bird. Hang on. No that’s a flaming hang
glider (which wasn’t actually on fire), about
two miles away. Interesting. Moments

later… “Ah, Sir, more gliders about two
o’clock!” There was a whole bunch of
them. We veered south to skirt around
them. Lo and behold, another flock of
them happily thermalled away about a
mile off. This is where the whole ‘lookout’
scan sequence now made a heck of a lot
of sense.
We’re hooking along doing 120kt
or so, and are about to go into some
aerobatic sequences and sharing the sky
with a bunch of gliders. I didn’t realise
at the time that the Manilla comp was
underway. I also didn’t realise until a
few days later that my instructor Brod
Osborne, all the way down from Cairns,
was among the group of gliders.
He called me up whilst still down there
after he heard I’d passed the flight screening at the end of that week. I eagerly
questioned him. “Was that you up in that
gaggle of gliders transiting the training
area out west of Tamworth? Did you see
us hooking along in the CAP10?” (Though
I think he was concentrating too intently
on staying clear of gliders in the thermal.)
“Pop over to Manilla and catch up for a
beer‚“ he invited. “Ah, sorry mate. I’m
already out having a grand time with the
boys in Tamworth.” We were celebrating
six of our group of nine having made it
through the flight screening.
All in all, my two weeks in Tamworth
was an amazing and challenging experience. The military instructors are extremely
hard working, dedicated and professional
– and I made some of the closest friendship you would ever hope to. So perhaps,
I’ll be mothballing the Rotax for a
wee while…
Soaring Australia
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Paragliding
In The
South-West
Of Tasmania
– A Fools
Paradise
Simon Allen
The Sentinels, with rapidly disappearing lift!

SITUATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROARING FORTIES AND ACTING AS A PRECIPITATION TRIGGER
TO THE COOL, MOIST AIRMASSES FROM THE SOUTHERN OCEAN, THE SOUTHWEST OF TASMANIA
IS BEAUTIFUL, RUGGED, REMOTE AND RAINY. THE AREA, ONE THIRD OF THE TASMANIAN LANDMASS,
HAS TWO ROADS LEADING PARTIALLY IN AND A TWOWEEK WALK ALONG THE COAST, THE WEATHER
AND MICROMETEOROLOGY ARE COMPLICATED AND UNPREDICTABLE.

O

ver the past decade, a small band
of pioneers have been making
forays into this wilderness with their
paragliders. With dissappointment
and frustration their constant companions,
they have been rewarded with the odd
truly glorious flight. Gradually they have
built up the mental and numerical models
of the flying environment, but getting
it right is still art, not science. The success
rate of ‘making the call’ is gradually
increasing, but so are their expectations.
Why bother venturing into such a
fickle region when Bright, Manilla or
Canungra are just a cheap flight away?
I don’t know about you, but for me: I
just want to be able to fly the local hills.
The sense of achievement is remarkable,

2

Soaring Australia

even from a top to bottom when the
team makes the right call and we don’t
get rained on. With a young family and
a wife who flies too, it is selfish to vanish
to the mainland for a week on my own,
but squeezing a day or two in the west,
when the tea leaves say we should go,
can be a family activity.
Take last weekend for example. With
a high pressure system pushing in from
the west and nice cold, light, synoptic
southerlies forecast, many of our flying
sites would have been on, but the
possibility of the wind swinging southeasterly may have brought moist maritime
air into the south-east (Hobart). Dr Jack’s
Regional Aviation Soaring Prediction
(RASP) and XC skies said that the south-

west might be a goer, with light southerly
winds and seabreezes on all coasts.
By 8pm on Friday, the car was loaded,
the trailer packed and the plans made.
By 10:30pm our tents were pitched at
Ted’s Beach, Lake Pedder, and Pete Steane
had been found in his swag on the beach.
After a leisurely breakfast with Karen
and the children on the beach, Pete and
I headed off to walk up Mt Wedge. I
rely heavily on Pete for local knowledge.
About halfway up, Pete looked quizzically
at me and gently reminded me we were
climbing Mt Wedge and not Mt Rufus,
or was it the other way around? Anyway
it was a big 1100m high bump with a
north and south-west face, covered with
big eucalypts, over 70m tall.
April 2009

H G FA
The walk up is truly inspiring, starting
under gums, transition to alpine trees and
pandanis, then to very marginal alpine
scrub, a rocky spur to scramble along.
After a 700m ascent, at a pace which
allows you to appreciate the scenery
– and the use of a lightweight convertible
rucksack/harness – we were faced with a
quandary. It looked like an element of the
southerly wind was making its way up the
south-west face, but thermals were also
rolling occasionally up the north face.
Watching the clouds and ascertaining
that the drift was minimal, we elected to
go for the cooker. During our deliberations
we passed the time with passing walkers.
Tasmania being a small place, one was
my wife’s boss, John, the other Glenn
Mayhew – who despite not knowing us,
tracked me down online and provided
the pictures for this article.
Am I digressing? Not really, these are
all just part and parcel of the Tasmanian
flying experience.
Scissors, paper, rock – Pete got to
do the wind dummy thing, I got to play
line technician on all the little bushes.

After the 11 000th twig or stick
removal, I was wondering about
the cost/benefit of carrying
up a giant tarp next time. But
how would I get it down and
fold it up as I launched? Any
suggestions? No brush cutters
– this is a remote, low impact
site in a National Park.
Pete’s flight was a joy to
behold: take off, turn right,
scratch above launch in small,
but punchy pockets of lift…
His flight looked promising,
so I started to set up. I turned
around to see how he was
doing and he was nowhere
in sight. Checked up high,
hmm, not there, checked down
low, hmm, how did he get that
low? Pete’s flight had turned
into a hopeful dash to the,
not yet tested, bomb-out clearing amongst a stand of 60m
high gums.
I resolved not to follow his
example. I launched and turned

Pete Steane with Lake Gordon in the background

left along the ridge. Looking promising,
a steady climb, maybe not that bad, looking good… It is perhaps best if I leave the
next few minutes to your imagination, I
topped out at 1550m, having experienced
my second fastest climb ever, far closer
to the ground (initially) than was really
comfortable. My fastest climb ever
occurred over Fiesch, Switzerland, a comfortable couple of kilometres above the
ground at 10m/sec.
Looking west towards the Sentinels,
the clouds were perfectly formed, flat
bottoms and triangular tops along the
entire range, a perfect target and within
striking distance. About halfway there
I was distracted by some weak lift in the
centre of the valley, which I used to get
back up to cloudbase. Perhaps I should
have ignored the top up, perhaps it
wouldn’t have mattered. With my eyes
back on the Sentinels, the clouds were
now raggedy and ill-formed. A quick scan
of the horizon showed no other obvious
lift within striking distance, except

All photos: Glenn Mayhew
Mt Mueller from Mt Wedge
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Simon Allen above take-off

perhaps the mountain I had just left. So
like a mindless automaton I continued
with my (now doomed) flight plan. The
Sentinels, despite facing due north and
having acres of exposed rock, were dead.
Was it the start of a weak seabreeze,
or a dampening caused by movement
of cooler air from over the lake? I don’t
know, ask me in five years time – or if you
think you have the answer, let me know.
I cruised the entire north-facing
cooker in steadily descending air, fell
off the end at a steady -3.5m/sec. As I
approached the ground, moving out to
the button grass plains at this steady rate,
I was asking myself where on earth all
4
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this air could be going as there was no
discernable drift. Answers on a postcard
please. Forty metres above the deck, still
descending at -3.5m/sec, I was getting
worried. A turbulence-induced full frontal and recovery had me down on the
ground and happy to be there.
By the time I had hiked to the road
and stuck my thumb out, Pete had recovered the car and was the fourth vehicle
past me. He stopped.
Back to Ted’s Beach for swimming
and a family tea.
Sunday was an entirely different day.
I got to be Dad and Karen got to fly.
Waiting until midday, Karen had a nice

flight from Twelve Trees Ridge and landed
in the grounds of the Lake Pedder Chalet
at Strath Gordon.
All the flights were short by mainland
standards, even by our own midlands
standards – the Tasmanian Paragliding
record currently stands at 63km – they
did, however, represent the turning of
another page in our stop/start exploration
of the south-west of Tasmania.

Simon Allen is paragliding SSO of the
Tasmanian Hang Gliding and Paragliding
Association and started flying in 1990 with
The Welsh Borders Paragliding School.
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HGFA News
Towing Weekends at Forbes
Bill’s Report: The Forbes airport is proving
popular with the Canberra pilots for aerotow weekends. They arranged a weekend
of towing with Steve McCarthy as tug
pilot. Brendan and I travelled to Forbes
to assist Steve and Vicki who went to compile photographs to present a bid to CIVL
for the World Hang Gliding Championships to be held in Forbes in 2011.
Forbes had 10 days with temperatures
above 40ºC – fruit growers were in tears
as the apples were cooked on the trees.
The forecast wasn’t pleasant, but eight
pilots attended, as well as Atilla from
Sydney. Atilla did his usual, landing
hundreds of kilometers away and keeping
the chase crew up all night.
Steve’s Report: Turn up this weekend
wasn’t high due to a poor forecast,
however, we still managed to launch at
4pm on Saturday with most flyers landing
around Young and one managing to get
to the goal paddock at Lake George (well
done, Attila). Dave May is improving out
of sight and is now one of the best pilots
in the world and putting in consistant,
impressive flights in average conditions.
Sunday saw Peter Leach towing in his
new glider and Rodger Lynch completed
his aerotow endorsement. A bit of air
to air photography was done using the
Dragon Fly as the camera platform, and
the very brave Liz as the photographer.
Thanks, Liz. I dropped Mark a long way
upwind in his Sonic to give him plenty
of thermal time and still allow a landing
back at the field, but it didn’t quite work
out as planed. Sorry, Mark, hope we have
better conditions so you can have a better
flight next time.
Shorter goal tasks were set for
Sunday to allow pilots to get home at a
reasonable time with most setting goals
in the home direction.
Thank you, Bill and Brendon, for your
assistance over the weekend and thanks
to the flyers who showed up despite the
less-than-ideal forecast. Thank you, Pete
and Dave, for putting up the crew in
Canberra on Saturday night.
Finally a huge thank you to the
partners who put up with the heat, all
the hangar talk, dust storm, drove car
shuffles and retrieved smelly pilots for us.
Bill and Steve Moyes

NEW PRODUCTS
Skywalk Products
Airbag Flip: This is a lightweight and
comfortable airbag harness with a sporty
April 2009

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
cut, for use with a lightweight glider and for
heading up the mountain
without the cable car.
It offers small pack
dimensions
and a high
comfort level.
The rescue
container is integrated under
the seat, easily and quickly at hand.
Intelligent adjustments allow the pilot to
reach the optimal in-flight body position.
The Flip will impress with its workmanship and clever design and is available in sizes S, M and L.
Cayenne3: Skywalk just obtained
certification for three sizes of the new
Cayenne3. Launch weights: S 75 to 100kg,
M 85 to 110kg and L 95 to 120kg. Also
planned are XS and XL, in order to
achieve perfect weight-range gradation.
Equipped with just three line levels,
the C3 has minimal residual drag and an
aspect ratio of over six points.
More info under [www.skywalk.info].
Skywalk Australia

Nova Factor
The Factor is available in four sizes for
take-off weights ranging between 65 and
130kg. Especially lightweight pilots will
be happy about the newly certified size
19s low take-off weight of 65kg.
Characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Very uncomplicated launch characteristics.
Performance at upper end of class
LTF 2/EN C.
Flat polar: very good performance
in accelerated flight.
Agile and smooth handling
characteristics.
Precise centering in thermals.
Stable in turbulent conditions.
High safety potential.
Smooth collapses and re-opening.
Direct and precise reaction to
brake inputs.
Good balance between damping
and agility.

For more information, please check
[www.nova-wings.com].
Nova International

FA I N E W S
Continental Records
Supa-Tuna Engine Tuning Lights
The new Supa-Tuna engine tuning lights
are now available. The new model is
smaller and lighter, runs from a single
external AA battery or any 1.5 to 12V
power supply and now has selectable
auto or manual on/off.
The nine super bright LEDs are easily
readable in daylight. Using an oxygen
sensor in the exhaust, these lights make
it easy to see if your engine is running
rich, lean or just right. Unlike EGT gauges,
there’s no lag and no way you’ll miss an
engine suddenly going very lean (an EGT
will go hot, then cooler in this situation).
Suitable for two or four-strokes, single
or multi-cylinder. Not suitable for use with
Avgas. See [www.airtimeproducts.com.au]
for more information.
Peter Mack, Airtime Products Pty Ltd

The FAI Hang Gliding and Paragliding
Commission has decided to introduce
Continental Records.
We therefore need to establish a
baseline for the first continental records
in each category and each sport (HG
and PG). The categories are listed in
FAI Sporting Code Section 7D Chapter 3:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Straight distance
Straight distance to a declared goal
Out-and-return distance
Open Distance using up to
three turnpoints
Distance around a triangular course
Speed around triangular courses
of 25, 50, 100, 150, 200 and 300km
Speed over out-and-return courses
of 100, 200 and 300km
Gain of height

To establish these, the current list
of National Records will be used.
Max Bishop, FAI Secretary General

Soaring Australia
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47th Multi-class Nationals –
Benalla, 12 to 23 January 2009
Jo Pocklington
FIFTYFIVE PILOTS ENTERED THE 47TH MULTICLASS
NATIONALS HOSTED BY THE GLIDING CLUB OF VICTORIA:
19 IN STANDARD CLASS, EIGHT IN OPEN, 12 IN 18M AND
16 IN 15M CLASS.
National’s pilot group

Photo: John Switala

Practice Day: Monday 2 January
Forty-one pilots launched on practice day,
several resting after the Victorian State
Competition held the previous week.
Cumulus was predicted over the
distant mountains and to the north-east,
with maximum temperature around
34ºC, moderate instability and some
thermal distortion.
The day turned out to be blue and
there was less cumulus on track than
predicted; there were seven or eight
knots at 7000ft, but it was difficult below
5000ft; and conditions weakened at the
end of the task.
WINNERS

Std: Tobias Geiger (LS4A)
117.1km/h over 328.1km
15m: John Buchanan (ASW27) 121.8km/h over 315.2km
18m: Bruce Taylor (Ventus 2cT) 120.8km/h over 363.2km
Open:Gerrit Kurstjens (Nimbus 4T)
114.4km/h over 348.5km

Day 1: Tuesday 3 January
A day of extreme fire danger and a total
fire ban is declared in Victoria. A slow
moving pressure system is situated in the
Tasman Sea and a low pressure trough
over the Bight will reach south-west
Victoria late today. Cu over the distant
mountains and to the north-east is
predicted with a maximum temperature

The hard working ground crew
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Photo: Kah Chong

of 38ºC and slight to moderate instability
with some thermal distortion. Maximum
height DALR 9500; average lift six to
eight knots, maximum 10-plus.
The temperatures mid-afternoon were
down a bit and there was not as much
cloud as forecast; the day was basically
blue. Pilots reported varied experiences
– some found great lift all day and lots
of gaggles to hop across, others found
sink around the last turn. There was one
outlanding, about 18km from the finish.
PR OVISIONAL WINNER S

Std: Peter Temple (LS8)
123.9km/h over 380.1km
15m: David Pietsch (ASW20) 120.8km/h over 381.2km
– “I’ll take luck over skill any time!”
18m: Graham Parker (ASG29) 131.5km/h over 487.4km
Open:Gerrit Kurstjens (Nimbus 4T)
119.1km/h over 487.4km

Day 2: Wednesday 14 January
Another total fire ban for most of Victoria.
A slow moving pressure system is situated
in the Tasman Sea and a trough will move
over the contest area today, estimated to
be at Benalla at 1700 hours local time. The
day will be mostly sunny with scattered
cumulus and isolated CB. Maximum temperature expected is 42ºC, with 36ºC to
break to 4000ft. There will be moderate
instability with some thermal distortion.
Maximum height DALR 13 000 to 14 000ft;
average lift 11 to 12kt, maximum 14.
Racing tasks were again set for all classes.
A pilots’ meeting called on the grid
as the day is not starting as early as predicted and cirrus is moving in. A and B
racing tasks canned; task now C task
– a shorter AAT for each class.
Six Club gliders launched at 10:30am
to capitalise on the 36ºC trigger temperature, but there was unanticipated
inversion over the top. Feeble lift was

contacted seven kilometres to the north
of the field, but conditions slackened
towards the Warby range.
Non-competition pilots, English visitor
Bob Nichols in his Ventus 2, scraped
northwards, whilst Michael Sommer
in a Nimbus 3 and Graham Garlick
(competition weatherman) in an ASW20
polished the Chesney rocks. Graham
Garlick succumbed to a smallish paddock
to watch Michael Sommer scrape away
in feeble lift. Bob Nichols and Michael
Sommer are aiming for a 1000km.
In trying 40ºC heat, there was a
change of runway as the wind had moved
from north-easterly to a westerly, and
launch commenced around 2:30pm.
The AAT was brought back to twoand-a-half hours with a change to the
first circle for Standard Class.
At 3pm 18m competitor Hank Kauffmann reported seven knot climbs to a
cooler altitude. The heat on the ground
prevails; the Wagga Wagga trace predicts
12 000ft in the direction of the task.
Last on the grid, Open Class gate
opened at 4:15pm. It took a while to
break through the inversion, but the day

Competition Director Peter Gray

Photo: Kah Chong
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turned out to be good in the air and very
fast and strong reliable climbs, which
dropped off a bit at about 11 000ft.
PROVISIONAL WINNERS

Std: Tom Gilbert (SZD55)
144.2km/h over 381.5km
15m: John Buchanan (ASW27) 142.9km/h over 379km
18m: Graham Parker (ASG29) 158.9km/h over 406.8km
Open:Gerrit Kurstjens (Nimbus 4T)
137.3km/h over 343.2km

Thursday 15 January
Yesterday saw Bob Nichols, visiting English
pilot, complete 1030km – his first thousand
– and Michael Sommer flew 1137km.
Today, a trough lies to the north-east
and a cold front will cross Tasmania. A
high pressure system will develop over
the Bight. There is a south-westerly
stream with some subsidence, with the
temperatures increasing as the high
moves to the east. There is a chance
of showers and thunderstorms in the
afternoon with a maximum temperature
of 32ºC. Lift will be unstable; maximum
height DALR 6000ft; average lift four
knots, maximum eight knots with a late
start. Visibility will be good, but reducing
in showers. Hot temperatures are forecast
from Saturday onwards.
Today is cancelled because of the
overcast conditions with low convection.

Day 3: Friday 16 January
Contest Day 3 has started, with gliders
doing an area task of 200 to 500km. The
weather was forecast to be cool and blue,
with strong south to south-westerly winds.
A westerly wind change didn’t happen
as predicted; instead the wind strengthened from the south and caused problems
during launch because of strong crosswinds. Standard and 18m Classes were
launched on a three-hour task, and 15m
were re-gridded and launched on a twohour task. Open Class, who were at the
rear of the grid, was cancelled because
there was not enough time for them to
do a task. There were five outlandings.
PROVISIONAL WINNERS

Std: Tobias Geiger (LS4A) 91.3km/h over 274.6km
15m: John Buchanan (ASW27) 94.1km/h over 194.1km
18m: David Jansen (ASG29) 102.6km/h over 312.0km
Open:Day cancelled

Day 4: Saturday 17 January
Graham Garlick predicts that today will
be less gruelling than yesterday, though
the tasks are longer. The high has moved
in, with temperatures similar to yesterday
and weaker winds.
The day will be blue with some cirrus
and cu over the distant mountains and an
(optimistic) maximum temperature
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of 29ºC. Lift will be slightly unstable in
the lower level with some subsidence.
Maximum height DALR 7500; average
lift four to six knots, maximum 10, start
1200 hours cut off at Benalla 1800 hours.
Racing tasks are set for all classes,
with Open on the front of the grid.
Last on the grid, 18m was altered
to the Standard Class task, a shorter
racing task, because the day started
low at Benalla.
Out on track it steadily improved to
the north with some thermals, seven to
eight knots to 7000ft agl. The day slowly
deteriorated towards the south and the
Mildura River, but then improved slightly
on the way home to Benalla. “It was a
better day for golf than gliding.” Five
outlandings so far.
PR OV ISIONAL WINN ER S

Std: Tom Gilbert (SZD55)
108.7km/h over 410.7km
15m: John Buchanan (ASW27) 101.3km/h over 385.4km
18m: Graham Parker (ASG29) 115.3km/h over 375.6km
– “Thanks to the Standard and 15m Class
gliders for creating a trail of plastic for me
to follow on the first two legs!”
Open:Gerrit Kurstjens (Nimbus 4T)
114.3km/h over 345.1km

Day 5: Sunday 18 January
A high pressure system will move across
Bass Strait and advance towards the
Tasman Sea. The day will be blue with
some cirrus and cu over the distant
mountains. Maximum temperature
expected 33ºC. Lift will be moderately
stable; maximum height DALR 7000ft;
average lift six to seven knots, maximum
10-plus. Start 1100 hours, cut off at
Benalla 1800 hours.
Indications are that the day may be
slightly better than originally predicted
with a northerly tendency bringing higher temperatures.
AATs have been set in all classes;
18m Class is first on the grid.
The day was similar to yesterday,
but a bit better. Climbs were very broken,
averaging six knots, improving towards
the end of the tasks. For once, many
pilots were pleased to be getting south
of the Murray River and back into Victoria
where, today, lift was better. There were
no outlandings.
Twenty SPOT tracking devices are
available for use in this competition,
courtesy of the Gliding Club of Victoria
and the NSWGA. In addition, a number
of pilots have their own. SPOT is a small
(mobile phone size) internal batterypowered device that has a GPS for
position and communicates back to base
via satellite. The device reports a position
every 10 minutes.

Kah Chong and David Conway in the GCV Duo Discus
Photo: Kah Chong

PROVISIONAL WINNER S

Std: Peter Temple (LS8) 112.8km/h over 347.6km
15m: Peter Trotter (ASW20) 115.5km/h over 348.8km
18m: Bruce Taylor (Ventus 2cT) 122.9km/h over 442.7km
Open:Gerrit Kurstjens (Nimbus 4T)
126.2 km/h over 477.9km

Day 6: Monday 19 January
There is a high pressure system in the
Tasman Sea and a trough of low pressure
will cross western and central Victoria.
The day is blue, but there is a possibility
of cu mid-afternoon at Benalla! There
will be cu over the mountains and to
the north-east. Maximum temperature is
expected to be 37ºC. Lift will be unstable;
maximum height DALR 10 000ft; average
lift seven to nine knots, maximum 12-plus.
Start 1100 hours, cut off at Benalla late.
Today turned out to be ‘real gliding
weather’ – strong thermals that worked,
but some found it difficult to get a decent
climb around Urana. The day was blue;
fine and sunny with no cu around Benalla
at all! There were two outlandings.
PROVISIONAL WINNER S

Std: Peter Temple (LS8) 126.7km/h over 504.8km
15m: Peter Trotter (ASW20) 125.0km/h over 519.2km
18m: Bruce Taylor (Ventus 2cT) 133.2km/h over 490.3km
Open:Gerrit Kurstjens (Nimbus 4T)
145.6km/h over 441.4km

Day 7: Tuesday 20 January
Today there is a total fire ban in Victoria
and south-western New South Wales. The
day is difficult to predict. A high pressure
system is in the Tasman. Benalla surface
wind is 340/15. Maximum temperature
predicted 41ºC. Lift unstable; maximum
height DALR 12000; average lift seven to
nine knots, maximum 12-plus. Start 1200
hours, cut off at Benalla late.
Graham Garlick predicts that it could
be very good because a trough of low
pressure near the western and coastal
regions is moving north-eastwards into
the task area. Cu is already popping over
the mountains.
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Mitch Turner

Photo: Kah Chong

An AAT has been set in each class Mt
Beauty (50), Euroa (40), Coreen (50), Glenrowan (10). Fifteen metre has three-anda-half hours, all other classes three hours.
The day turned out to be spectacular
and dramatic. Heavy rain to the east
and the north; most only touched the
first circle because of low cloudbase and
rain. There was good cu for the rest of
the track, and overdevelopment with
exceedingly strong conditions in the
north sector. Lift was variable, as predicted. According to Andrew Georgeson,
“The thermals were square.”
There were three outlandings.

Day 8: Wednesday 21 January
Peter Gray, contest director, thanked
the tuggies and pilots for such a good
performance in difficult launch conditions
yesterday; the pilots loudly applauded
the tuggies.
The low pressure trough will weaken
over north-east Victoria today; the day
will be either blue or become cloudy, with
isolated showers and thunderstorms. Today
will not be as good as yesterday; maximum
temperature expected is 38ºC. Lift will be
unstable; maximum height DALR 10 000ft,
average lift six to eight knots, maximum
10-plus. Start 1100 hours, cut off late,
but earlier if thunderstorms develop.
The same AAT has been set in all
classes – Standard and 18m three-anda-half hours, 15m and Open four hours.

Photo: Kah Chong

First launch midday, but the day is slow
to heat up and the wind has gone to
the west. Cu is forming to the north.
Comments:
Greg Schmidt: “I got more than 100km/h
so it was a good day; that’ll do me! I’ve
had 132km/h and 120-plus km/h and my
aim was to break 100 at this comp, so I’ve
done that.”
John Nicholls: “I found it mixed; slow
on the first leg, then it came good. On
the second leg, after the cu, it slowed
right down, so I was conservative and
made sure that I got home.”
Andrew Georgeson: “A bit of a
tricky day with thermals likes triangles,
but I blasted home. Come to think of it,
probably everyone else did that too!”
Kris Kauffmann: “The day was better
than expected, but tricky – raging to the
north of the river. I was worried that it
would be dead on the way home, but
it was a lot better than it looked.”
Geoff Brown: “It was an interesting
day. The weather changed quite a bit
– from going fast to slowing right down.
I’m having fun.”
Ross McLean: “It was an excellent
soaring day, regular strong thermals,
high cloudbase, some cu and challenging
because conditions changed north of the
river – it was stronger compared to south
of the river.”

and trailers at the airfield were
secure and undamaged.
Another cold front will
approach south-east Victoria
later today. Cu is expected
over the task area. Maximum
temperature 35ºC. Maximum
height DALR 10 000ft; average
lift six to eight knots, maximum
10-plus. Start 1100 hours, end
1800 hours. Visibility will be generally good, but with areas of smoke.
Racing tasks have been set in all
classes – 15m and Standard 430.3km,
18m and Open 452km.
At 1:15pm the day is blue and not
heating up sufficiently with temperature
only 28ºC on the ground at Benalla. Tony
Tabart launched as a sniffer and reported
only one-and-a-half knots to 3800ft.
“There seems to be an inversion – milky
air, but clear above it.”
At 2:30pm Peter Gray announced
that the day is cancelled.

Top Places
S TANDARD C LASS

Peter Temple, Adelaide SC, LS 8
Tom Gilbert, Temora‚SZD55
Tobias Geiger‚GC of Victoria, LS 4A
Lisa Trotter‚Kingaroy‚LS8
15 M C LASS

John Buchanan‚Kingaroy‚ASW27
Miles Gore-Brown‚Kingaroy‚LS8
David Pietsch‚Temora‚ASW20
Bill Hatfield‚Kingaroy‚LAK17

7942 points
6976 points
6816 points
6606 points

18 M C LASS

Graham Parker‚Adelaide SC‚ASG29
David Jansen‚Kingaroy‚ASG29
Bruce Taylor, Kentucky, Ventus 2cT
Tom Claffey, 2 Wing AAFC, ASG29

7683 points
7507 points
7443 points
7333 points

O PEN C LASS

Paul Mander/David McManus, Narromine/
North Queensland,ASH 25
6645 points
Dion Weston, Cudgegong, ASH 25
6211 points
Gerrit Kurstjens, Darling Downs, Nimbus 4T 5744 points
Mick Webster/Graham Rock, Hunter Valley,
Duo Discus
5640 points

Other Awards
•

Thursday 22 January
Day cancelled. A cold front is moving
through, bringing variable winds gusting
to 45kt on the ground with a chance of
thunderstorms with rain later in the day.
Humidity is 64%. Pilots are securing their
gliders and trailers.

7636 points
7065 points
6964 points
6809 points

•
•
•

Best Performing State Team: South
Australia – Graham Parker, Peter Temple,
John Nicholls
Sir Donald Anderson Novice Award (first
or second Nationals): Kris Kauffmann
Best International Pilot: Benny Orrsater
(Sweden)
Fun Teams: Mafikeng Marauders –
Graham Parker, Tom Claffey, Lars Zehnder

Day 9: Friday 23 January
Yesterday’s cold front brought violent
torrential rain and 145km/h winds to
Benalla. There was a lot of damage on
the southern side of town with trees
down and roofs blown off, but gliders

For scores, tasks and more photos go
to Gliding Club of Victoria website
[www.glidingclub.org] or [www.
soaringspot.com/austmulti2009/].

Photo: Kah Chong
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COMPETITION NEWS
IGC Ranking
The IGC Ranking List was updated in
January with all results from Australian
National Championship classes in 2008/9.
Our current top 10 pilots are:
42 Peter Temple
78 Bruce Taylor
83 Phil Ritchie
100 Graham Parker
118 David Jansen
124 Alan Barnes
126 Mike Codling
155 Terry Cubley
170 John Buchanan
231 Paul Mander
Ranked number one in the world is
Gyorgy Gulyas (Hungary) followed by
Sebastian Kawa (Poland), Olivier Darroze
(France), Michael Sommer (Germany),
Janusz Centka (Poland), Ronald Termatt
(The Netherlands), Leigh Wells (Great
Britain), Tassilo Bode (Germany), Michael
Buchthall (Germany) and 10th is Peter
Harvey (Great Britain).
Australia is currently placed 10th in
the country rankings, just behind the USA
and ahead of South Africa. Germany is
placed number one. The full list can be
found at [www.fai.org/gliding/rankings/].

Uvalde To Host The 2012
World Championships
The Gliding Federation of Australia has
failed in its bid to host the FAI 2012
World Gliding Championships in Australia
at Narromine.
The announcement was made on
6 March during the International Gliding
Commission meeting held in Lausanne,
Switzerland, where submissions were
presented supporting Narromine as one
of the proposed sites, and the town of
Uvalde, USA, as the other.
In what has been reported as a ‘close
vote’, Uvalde, the site of the 1991 World
gliding championships, came out the
winner. The GFA delegate to the meeting,
Terry Cubley, is expected to release a
report at a later date.

48th Multi-class Nationals
Gliding Championships
The Waikerie Gliding Club will be hosting
the 48th Australian Multi-class National
Gliding Championships from Monday
4 January to Friday 15 January 2010.
Entries are open and can be completed
online at [http://waikeriegliding.com/
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multiclass/enter.html]. If you are not yet
ready to formally enter, you may record
your interest at [http://waikeriegliding.
com/multiclass/interest.html].
Waikerie is located in the Riverland
area of South Australia, on the banks of
the Murray River, approximately 200km
north-east of Adelaide. It is renowned
for great gliding conditions, having
hosted many competitions over the years,
including the World comps in 1974, and
the Club Class Nationals in 2004 and 2005.
Prior to the competition full-time flying operations will be underway from
27 December 2009 including the successful Coaching Week where you can finetune your skills for the competition.
Accommodation is available at the
airfield on a first come/first serve basis.
Caravan and camping spaces are also
available on the airfield. Please email
<bookings@waikerieglidingclub.com.
au> for more information or see [http://
waikeriegliding.com/Accommodation.htm].
Offsite accommodation ranging from
houseboats, motels, cabins, cottages or
caravan parks can all be found at [www.
waikerietourism.com.au/Accommodation.
htm]. For further enquires email <comp@
waikeriegliding.com>.

FA I N E W S
Claims To 26 February 2009
A BA D GE

LE-MERTON, Alexander Leslie 11467
NSW AIR TC
HOLMES, Nigel Eric
11470 Lake Keepit GC
GARNER, Stephen James 11474 Southern Cross GC
11462 Southern Cross GC
11466
Boonah GC
11464 Central Coast GC
11469
Narrogin GC
11472
Beverley GC

B BA D GE

BROOKS, Benjamin Jordan 11442
DUNARD, Patrick James
11429

NSW AIR TC
NSW AIR TC

SILVER C BA DGE

COLLINGS, Bernard Craig 4689
Mt Beauty GC
SPICER, Shelley Margaret 4690
Narrogin GC
WHITEHEAD, Graham Edward 4691
Boonah GC
EVANS, Andrew John
4692
Mt Beauty GC
WILSON, John
4693
Bathurst GC
GREENHALGH, Phillip Ross 4694
Bathurst GC
BOGAARD, Ian
4695 Hunter Valley GC
WEBB, Adam
4696
Canberra GC
FOSDICK, David
4697
Beverley GC
SPATARO, Franco
4698
Bathurst GC
COOK, Guy
4699
Boonah GC
SPICER, David
4700
Narrogin GC
GOLD C BADGE

BULL, Brian
BRUSTMAN, David Leslie
BIGNELL, Robert John

1645
GCV
1646
Sportaviation
1647 GC West Australia

DIAMON D GOAL

VOST, Tony
BRUSTMAN, David Leslie
COLLINGS, Bernard Craig
STEPHENSON, Peter Cowir
HADKINS, Wayne Peter
BOGAARD, Ian
WEBB, Adam
BULL, Brian
BIGNELL, Robert John

GCV
Sportaviation
Mt Beauty GC
Caboolture GC
Wagga Wagga GC
Hunter Valley GC
Canberra GC
GCV
GC West Australia

HADKINS, Wayne Peter
BOGAARD, Ian
BECEK, Christopher
BAER, Bernard William
BARNFIELD, Mark Frederick
BIGNELL, Robert John

Wagga Wagga GC
Hunter Valley GC
GCV
Southern Cross GC
Southern Cross GC
GC West Australia

700KM D ISTANCE

PICKLES, David Harold

27

Hunter Valley GC

750KM D ISTANCE

B & C BA DGE

DUFFIELD, Kenneth John

Photo: Gary Wilkins

DIAMON D D ISTANCE

A & B BAD GE

JONES, Alan
WINDOW, Kenneth Thomas
THOROGOOD, Jay Willem
HADZIKADUNIC, Zahida
ROSCHE, Gernot Herbert

Aerobatics over Boonah, in Boonah club’s ASK21

11400

GCV

C BA D GE

HOLMES, Julian Noel
11398 Southern Cross GC
YATES, Kael Jordan
11353
Boonah GC
NEWNHAM, Michael John 11392 Sthn Riverina GC
A, B & C BA DGE

ADDA, Christopher
11463
Geelong GC
JOHN, Emma Eileen
11465 Caboolture GC
FOSTER, Gavin Andrew
11468
Boonah GC
SCARFE, George Henderson 11473
Canberra GC
WILSON, Rodney Wayne
11475 Caboolture GC
WINTERFLOOD, Guy
11476 Byron Bay Gliding
MONAHAN-BAIN, Rupert 11477
Boonah GC

PICKLES, David Harold
JOHNSON, Swain Robert
BOGAARD, Ian

140 Hunter Valley GC
141 GC West Australia
142 Hunter Valley GC

800KM D ISTANCE

JOHNSON, Swain Robert

13

GC West Australia

12

Bendigo GC

34
35

Narromine GC
Kingaroy GC

900KM D ISTANCE

BELLAIR, Terry
1000 KLM DISTANCE

ICHIKAWA, Makoto
HATFIELD, William

Soaring Australia
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Morning Glory Trip 2008

Ken Jelleff
AFTER FIVE PREVIOUS 3200KM JOURNEYS NORTH OVER THE PAST EIGHT YEARS THE LAST TWO
WITHOUT ENCOUNTERING THE BEHEMOTH, THE 2008 TRIP LOOMED LARGE IN MY MIND EVOKING
A MULTITUDE OF MIXED EMOTIONS.

Preparing for take-off, broken glory in background
Photo: A Fievez

F

ortunately, past experience has taught us
that the possibility of an aerial encounter
with one of nature’s incredible natural
wonders, is only part of the reason for
the pilgrimage from Victoria’s south-east
corner to the Gulf of Carpentaria.
As a child, the shapes, textures and
plain enormity of the various cloud formations as they floated by, high above the
hilly Latrobe Valley landscape, always held
me in awed fascination. The towering cumulus seemed more like spectral columns
of vast skyscrapers which might be inhabited by otherworldly giant beings, regarding
us ground-dwellers as mere ants.
My many fruitless childhood attempts
to get closer, by launching myself from
the shed roof with the obligatory sheet
billowing behind, only served to inflame
my desire to one day rise above the strata

Arrival in paradise
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Photo: A Fievez

to discover the true majesty of these
fluffy gargantuans.
Thirty-eight years later, compliments
of Steve Ruffels Eagle School near Bright,
I finally got to admire these plumes from
up close, dangling under the wing of
a hang glider.
After several years of attempting to
peruse from the air, and understand the
natural forces which combined to form
these wonders, I heard talk of a mythical
cloud formation which occurred close to
the coast of a far northerly outback land.
No one seemed to know exactly how it
came to occur, only that once one had
placed oneself above the leading edge,
ridge soaring rules applied.
Sleepless nights ensued, as I struggled
with the concept of actually riding a
horizontally moving mass of cloud in the
same manner as a surfer does his or her
thing on a massive wave of water.
Fast forward to September 2008, and
the journey had begun yet again. After
a few successful trips earlier in the
decade, in which my old friend Alan
Blake and myself were privileged to ride
a series of spectacular Morning Glories in
our hang gliders with the assistance of
Bob Bauer’s Explorer powered harnesses,
we discovered in 2004 that these things
didn’t necessarily arrive just because we
had made the effort to drive 3200km.
True, the period from mid-September to
mid-October was statistically the most

likely time for an encounter, however,
the cycles between the manifestation of
the definitive Morning Glory cloud might
stretch to a week or 10 days – or (shudder)
more. So it was that in 2004, with my
wife Pauline in the passenger seat of our
first trike, an Airborne Redback, after 13
daybreak flights of 25km from Burketown
to the North Queensland coast and back,
we had run out of time. Ten minutes
after departing Burketown in the dark, all
packed up, I cast a weary eye in the rear
view mirror only to observe the massive
shadow of a gigantic Morning Glory cloud
approaching Burketown from the coast.
Again, in 2006, it managed to elude
my friend and backseat navigator Glenn
Loechel, along with an astute aerotowing
contingent who had made their way
from Newcastle.
The trip from Traralgon, although
long, we have never found dull. Day one
consists of the 4am departure to the
town of Bourke, gateway to the outback,
via Melbourne, Shepperton, Griffith and
Cobar. The view through the windscreen
is not unlike a travel documentary with
the scenery never remaining the same
for more than an hour: changing from
intense multi-coloured agriculture to dry
salt bush, to heavily treed savannah to
red desert with plains stretching as far as
the eye sees.
After arriving at the Bourke caravan
park beside the depleted Darling River,
April 2009
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the evening meal is enjoyed at the park
lean-to where the resident bush poets
and balladeers put on an evening of
traditional verse for the benefit of the
campers, most of whom are away with
the kids on school hols.
The day two drive to the Waltzing
Matilda region of Winton lasts 12 hours,
and again traverses such diverse outback
landscape that hour by hour, the scenes
passing the windscreen are a pleasure to
watch. With the cool air drifting from the
airconditioner and a talking book telling
tall tales along the way, the day passes
surprisingly quickly.
The town of Winton is close by ‘that
billabong’ where it is known that Banjo
Patterson penned the rhyme to our
‘almost’ National anthem. Unfortunately,
our many arrivals in Winton have always
been at dusk, and being hell bent on
getting to Burketown, as we always are,
as yet we have not ventured out to the
site, but intend to one day.
The final leg to Burketown via Cloncurry and the Burke & Wills roadhouse is
a breeze lasting a mere 10 hours, winding
along through the maze of ant mounds
– the signature of Northern Queensland.
It’s during these final few hours that the
eyes are periodically turned upward to check
for the signs of cloud of any kind which
might indicate the presence of enough
moisture to help propagate a Morning
Glory system, should we be fortunate
enough to arrive in the middle of one.
The final 120km gravel road leg
(the only section of dirt during the
whole drive), is almost like arriving
home. This is now the true savannah
country punctuated by the endless
expanse of scattered scrub and spindly
trees, separated on occasion by a few
kilometres of clearing over which the
numerous Brahman cattle congregate
close to the creeks and streams which
flow toward the approaching coastline.
Arriving at the lush Burketown caravan
park at 4pm is indeed a welcome sight.
Over quite a few years, the managers
Pete and Janet worked hard to establish
trees and grass, transforming the formerly
arid surface into something of an oasis
which is a pleasure to set the Jayco upon.
The park is not overly crowded, with
a few keen barramundi fishermen our
only co-inhabitants. Our friends Glenn
and Jenny Loechel, and Alex and Maxine
Fievez, also from Latrobe Valley, have
also made the long journey, arriving a
day before us, curious to witness for
themselves what all the fuss about this

Left to right, back: Glenn Loechel, Alex Fievez, Ken Jelleff, front: Jenny Loechel, Pauline Jelleff, Maxine Fievez
Photo: A Fievez

big cloud they’ve heard Glenn and
I mention once or twice is about.
With the van set up, it’s off to the
airstrip to prepare the trike for the
morning. Accessing the airstrip can be
problematical, as the 1.4km long bitumen
strip is a full RPT secure area requiring an
official with a key to be interrupted from
his fishing to let us in.
Several motor gliders are parked
in various locations on the tarmac, all
ready for a quick getaway at first light
in the morning. I immediately recognise
the Grob 109 owned by Morning Glory
pioneer Russell White from Byron Bay
and the Pik owned by the amiable Geoff
Pratt, the undisputed doyen of Morning
Glory flight. The presence of pilots of this
calibre in town always lends an air
of solemnity to the undertaking at hand.
After setting up and tying down the
trike for the night, it’s back to the park
for the evening meal, after which we sit
enjoying the warm balmy air of the outback evening with the myriad of blazing
stars winking away at us. The isolation
and distance from any city pollution or
light distortion, causes the stars to appear
much larger, and one feels a real sense
of the latent energy they radiate into the
heavens. Conscious of the early morning
ahead, we turn in at 9:30pm.
My phone alarm beeps at 4am, and as
I swing my legs off the bunk, I feel the first

surge of adrenaline, as I ponder what the
early morning sky might have in store for us.
A glance at the dark sky reveals nothing but more blazing stars, however, as
I reach to open the Engel lid to get out the
milk for the morning cuppa, I am delighted to find a dripping layer of condensation on its surface, and the nearby grass
is also quite damp, all very good signs.
We head out to the airstrip in pitch
black to find some of the glider pilots
already removing their cockpit covers.
Much to our further excitement, the
leading edges and top surface of the trike
wing is saturated with dew, meaning
there is an abundance of moisture in this
morning’s air. If the moving airmass has
enough momentum and energy to cross
the coast this morning, we are almost
assured of a visible roll cloud.

Waiting for first light
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Photo: A Fievez
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Dawn breaks over Morning Glory at 6000ft

Photo: K Jelleff

Alan Blake soaring in 2003

Photo: K Jelleff

Alan Blake in the background

Photo: K Jelleff

Pursuing the secondary cloud

Photo: A Fievez
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After the routine of fuelling and preflights, we stand silently facing the east,
eyes fixed on the first merest glint of light
materialising on the horizon, however,
we are taken completely by surprise as a
gentle breeze stirs and then over a minute or so, gets stronger and stronger. Our
amazement quickly dissolves into dismay
as we gaze overhead to observe a belt
of moving darkness obliterating the stars
as it moves toward us.
A massive Morning Glory cloud is passing over Burketown in the dark, pushing
in front of it the usual accompanying
20kt gust front. It is not unusual for
a ‘Dry Glory’ to pass over town around
2am. These generally occur during the
dry section of the cycle where the energy
built up out to sea is sufficient to push the
rolling airmass over the coast, however,
the absence of sufficient moisture, required to condense into a visible cloud, results
in a benign gust front passing in the
wee hours, as if taunting or teasing us in
anticipation of better things to come.
This, however, was something else
altogether. A beautifully formed cloud
rolling overhead at perhaps 400ft agl, but
too dark to take off, or do anything other
than curse our luck and wonder what may
have been if it had played by the rules
and arrived another half hour later.
All is not lost, however. As the horizon
begins to appear, we observe a lagging
secondary cloud system steadily moving
towards us.
As we climb aboard the XT912, I feel
the familiar butterflies as I wonder what
the air will be doing once we lift off. Past
experience has shown that a take-off
into the still air well before the primary
cloud arrives, bears no surprises, however,
we are now in the middle of the system
with the primary Glory already rolling
away to the south-west, with several
other secondaries approaching from
the north-east.
We do a hasty backtrack and then depart
on 03, with motor gliders on our heels.
The lift off is uneventful, however,
at 300ft we encounter the gust front
pushing in front of the secondary cloud,
now a kilometre away. A little bit of
counter-correcting takes place for the
next minute, and then, as we approach
the base of the leading edge of the
secondary Glory at about 3000ft, it goes
suddenly smooth and to my delight the
VSI shows we are climbing steadily at
800ft/min with RPM at only 4500ft.
The base of this Glory is surprisingly
high at 3000ft. In the past, some huge

Glories have passed Burketown at only
300ft/agl, with the tops fluffing upward
5000 to 6000ft and even more.
This one though, despite its surprising
altitude, is definitely generating some
serious lift. At this stage I become aware
of Pauline in the backseat – I had forgotten her, mainly due to her being mute
with wonder at what is unfolding in
front of her. She has over 200 hours
in the backseat and has enjoyed many
dozens of flights over different terrains
and air conditions, but she is completely
unprepared for the mighty spectacle now
immersing us.
As we rise in front of the leading
edge, I slowly bring the revs down. This
is the test we have been waiting for:
Whether or not there will be sufficient lift
to allow us an engine out soaring flight
in the heavy trike with the touring
Streak 3 wing, two-up.
At 4500ft I slowly idle back the
engine, until at idle, the VSI reveals a lift
of 200ft/min. Much to Pauline’s dismay,
I finally flick the switches, and there it is:
Beautiful silence.
We are now hang gliding above the
front edge of a rolling Morning Glory
cloud at 5800ft and maintaining altitude
in silky smooth air. The surface of the
cloud is not as smooth as others I’ve
been lucky enough to see. It resembles
a billowing cumulus, however, this rolling
cumulus is around 3000ft thick and could
be anywhere up to several hundred kilometres long reaching from horizon to
horizon as far as the eyes can see, as it
rolls along the savannah landscape at
around 60km/h.
We are now cloud surfing, heading at
90 degrees to the direction of the cloud,
being careful to remain just above the
leading edge, executing the occasional
180 to head the other way with no other
sound than the wind whistling through
the wires, and the heavy breathing
coming from the back seat as Pauline
struggles with the new sensations.
After 20 minutes, our fun is interrupted by the brilliant spectacle of the
sun breaking above the trailing edge,
transforming the milky white fluffy
surface to that of golds and silvers. The
scene now resembles the landscape of
some far-off alien planet, with the fluffy
knobs which occasionally pertrude, now
resembling golden and silver boulders
and canyon walls. The now risen sun
also reveals a further series of waves
behind the one we are on.
I re-start the engine, and after a
warm-up, begin to climb over the back
April 2009
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Returning from glory flight

to explore the differently shaped Glory
approaching behind. As we pass over the
trailing edge we begin sinking fast. At
5500rpm, we are still falling out of the
sky through smooth sinking air at 700ft/
min. Just when it feels as if we will sink
all the way to the ground, nearing the
next Glory, again the VSI shows us slowly
rising, until we are again passed 5000ft
in silent hang glider mode once again.
We enjoyed 90 minutes of this idyllic
flight until, having arrived on the fifth
cloud of this system, we watched as the
rising and increasingly hot sun dissipated
the now broken Morning Glory clouds
one by one, forcing us to motor the 20km
back to the Burketown airstrip.
Our dreams were fulfilled. We had
done what we dared to hope might be
possible and, as fate would have it, this
proved to be the only soarable system to
materialise during the 10 days we were
in Burketown.
The remaining mornings would see
the usual pilots attending the ritual
scanning of the dark horizon at 5:30am
for signs of more Glory activity, however,
we took off every morning regardless,
flying the 20km out to the coast,
enjoying the spectacle of the fiery red
ball breaking the horizon and setting the
myriad of tributary creeks which meander
to the coast on fire with its golden light.
Then the low altitude trip back to town,
following either the Albert or Nicholson
rivers and scanning the murky banks for
signs of the enormous crocodiles which
infest the waterways of the region.
On another occasion, we enjoyed a
90-minute flight east along the coast to
the tiny fishing mecca of Karamba, along
with glider pilots Kevin and Bill. It was
good to rendezvous with the Loechels and
April 2009

Ken and Alex prepare for a dusk flight
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Packing up

Photo: A Fievez

Photo: A Fievez

Fievez again, who were continuing their
4x4 safari. At the Karumba Café, we all
enjoyed a hearty bacon and egg breakfast
washed down with numerous cappuccinos.
A further short flight later saw us at
Normanton where, after tying down the
craft and strolling the 15 minutes into
town, we boarded the historic ‘Gulflander’
train which took us deep into the outback
to a waterhole where we enjoyed a bush
barbecue, and then the 90-minute flight
back to Burketown, enjoying the changing
shades of red to mauve above the savannah
landscape as dusk approached.
Since our last visit, the Burketown
council with the co-operation of the State
Government, has constructed a swimming
complex, consisting of six separate pools
of differing sizes. The die-hard savannah
fishermen may well scorn the idea of
cooling off in a pool, but we southerners
made excellent use of the facility, usually
twice a day.
The Barramundi season also still had
a week to run and those pilots so inclined
could laze away the day on the Albert
River with rods at work.
The Burketown region has lots to
offer the adventure seeking trike pilot,
whether or not you are lucky enough
to encounter a Morning Glory.
At the end of our allotted time in
Burketown, we loaded the trike onto the
ute, and headed east to the coast to visit
the Cairns region for the first time.
After arriving in Cairns, we wasted
no time in contacting Jason Jaques from
the Jaques Coffee Plantation in nearby
Mareeba, who was kind enough to allow
us the use of the family airstrip, from
which the Jaques’ also conduct microlight
flights. The conditions, unfortunately,
were slightly more turbulent than we

would have liked, compliments of a 15kt
breeze blowing across Mareeba from the
nearby mountains, however, after clearing
the mountain range we were dazzled
by the beautiful view of the coastline of
Port Douglas, nestled into the base of the
tropical mountains and sitting on a lovely
long strip of golden beach.
Our long trip was drawing to a close
as we prepared to make our way back to
chilly Victoria via the coast, however, the
memories of the flights and mind-blowing
scenery viewed from the air in so many
places, had already got us planning for
the next one.

Return from dusk evening flight to the coast

Photo: M Fievez
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Eleven Years at Port Fairy
Brian Trotter
ELEVEN YEARS AGO THE GRAMPIANS SOARING CLUB
PURCHASED A PRELOVED IS28 TO ADD TO ITS FLEET AND
TO TAKE SOME OF THE PRESSURE OFF THE AGEING KA7
THE CLUB USED AS ITS TRAINING AIRCRAFT.

Port Fairy

W

ith a glider that could now be
tied down outside overnight, the
club undertook occasional trips
to nearby centres, eg, Ballarat,
Colac, Stawell, to try and raise a few
dollars to help pay for the IS28 and to
help encourage its members to build
their experience by flying at a different
site. Living at Koroit, only 10 minutes
from Port Fairy, I had always felt that if
the club ever purchased a suitable glider,
it would be good to try undertaking
passenger flights during one week of
the peak tourist season in early January.
With the purchase of the ‘28, I put
my thoughts to the club and it was
agreed that we would operate there for
a period of five days. Little did I, or the
club, know of what was to follow. I can
vividly remember the tug landing on the
Port Fairy airstrip on a Sunday evening
early in January in that first year. The
glider touched down soon after the tug
and before the tug had shut down, a car
pulled up beside the fence, the driver
asking if he could be taken for a flight.
As it was getting late, we arranged for him
to be back next morning for a flight at 9am.
By mid-morning Monday we were
booked for the day. By lunchtime on the
Wednesday we were fully booked for the
week. The tug and glider then returned
to Ararat in time for normal club operations on the Saturday. Fortunately, in that
first year we were blessed with perfect
weather. What we started 11 years ago
has been repeated every year since.
We decided to go for a week in the
second year, taking in both of the adjacent
weekends. The success of the second
14 Soaring Australia

year encouraged the club to expand its
operation in year three by increasing our
time to two weeks, once again including
the adjacent weekends. For the next eight
years we conducted operations over this
16-day period. This summer, however,
we cut the operation back to 11 days,
not because of falling financial returns,
but to ease the pressure on the core of
club members who have conducted this
operation since its inception.
As Maurice Little reported in his
article in the March issue of Soaring
Australia, the club was wondering what
the demand for flights would be this
season, as the predictions of gloom
and doom resulting from the GFC were
being thrust in our faces every minute
of the day by the media. We had also
been forced into a situation of increasing
the cost of our flight options. To our
very pleasant surprise, our fears were
misplaced. We undertook more flights
this year than in most of the previous
years, although being there for a shorter
period (11 days versus 16 days).
What has made Port Fairy a successful
camp for such a long period of time?
Real state agents will tell you the three
most important words in real estate are:
Location – Location – Location.
Port Fairy has all of these.

Location
The airstrip is only two kilometres from
town, adjacent to a major road carrying
a high volume of tourist traffic. Traffic
travelling on the Princes Highway can
also clearly see the tug/glider combination
taking off. The strip is across the road
from a very popular golf course and the
close proximity to the town allows many
to just stop and watch.

beach, secondary beach, the very popular
walking track around Griffith Island,
all the town’s caravan parks and coffee
shops; ie it is a very high exposure site.
The added bonus is the view on the flight
is most spectacular. People relaxing on
the beach, in caravan parks etc become
enchanted by the glider slowly and
silently flying overhead.

Location
As I live locally with sufficient space
to provide camping and space for
caravans, club members are not faced
with accommodation expenses. As all
members are together each evening, the
two-week period becomes a great social
occasion. My lovely and ever patient wife
also shoulders the main responsibility of
providing the evening meals when we
return home at the end of a long day.
We also dine out on several occasions.
I part-own a much-cherished Auster which
is hangared at Warrnambool aerodrome
(eight kilometres from home). As a result,
I have an airfield access key and swipe
card for fuel. This allows unrestricted
access to the fuel facilities to fill our
fuel drums for the tug. I also supply my
caravan to enable us to have facilities for
tea/coffee, lunch and most importantly,
for a couple of cold ones at the end of
the day.
Clubs considering such an operation
must also consider all the local
arrangements necessary to enable
operations to run, such as
•
•
•

Location

•
•

The climb to release height takes the
combination over the town’s major surf

•

Advertising gift voucher opportunities in the local media
A contact person for sales of
gift vouchers
Liaising with the local shire/operator/farmer for the use of the strip
Arranging the provision of a toilet
Overnight security storage of
operational equipment
Telephone access for bookings
April 2009
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•

Base radio to talk to local/visiting
aircraft and transiting traffic
Provision of signage
Traffic cones (or similar) for parking/
traffic direction
Contact with the local media
Sufficient personnel to run the operation
It’s a boring job, but experience shows
it is best if one person can handle the
paperwork (cashier, flight log, GFA
memberships, etc)
Portable generator to run computer and
printer for printing of digital photos
taken prior to take-off
Some complimentary give-aways
at the end of the flight (GSC Stubby
holder and digital photo)

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

are residents of the local caravan parks
during the peak tourist season.

Flights Flown By Age Group
30
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The age distribution of those flown has
also remained basically the same over
the 11-year period. As the graph shows,
we are flying the person with disposable
income in their pocket. Note the gap in
the graph for the 20 to 29-year-old group.

Flights By Gender
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There has been little change in the
gender distribution in flights taken.

Flights By Value
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What Else Have We Learnt After
11 Successful Years?
The graphs, which have been very similar
over the decade, paint a very clear
picture. It is very important to note here
that, despite flying 130 to 140 passenger
flights per year from this site, GSC has
only ever gained one member, who
remained long enough to go solo before
switching to power. We are aware of
another club who gained a member as
a result of taking a flight at Port Fairy.

Local

Tourist

The balance of tourists flown compared
to locals has remained constant for
about the last few years. Approximately
60/40, although care is needed here, as
many with local addresses, eg, Hamilton,
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30

•

One of the best marketing moves
made was to move to a three level
pricing structure. We have found that
by offering three flights of different
durations, the passenger has a choice.
We often find that when a person
arrives to take their flight, they have
decided to upgrade to the next level.
As the graph shows the Deluxe fight
is the most popular flight.
We are now expected to be there by
the local tourist organisation who seeks
to include us in their brochures as a
holiday activity.

Question: What does all the above information say for the marketing of our sport?

Take Home Message
If your club is able to find a site that
meets the three most important rules
in real estate, then I would suggest that
you consider doing what the Grampians
Soaring Club has been able to do – we
have been able to raise a considerable
sum of money for the club, whilst having
fun. However, we also realise that our
bubble could burst at any time, but more
importantly, unless we get younger club
members to come in and take over the
operation, the old guard will one day
say… we have had enough!
If your club is in a position to do
something similar to this and you would
like to talk to me about our experience
that has now been built up over the past
11 years, please feel free to get in touch.
I can be contacted through the
Grampians Soaring Club.

20
10
0

10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79
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The Highs And Lows
Of Getting My 300km
Peter Stephenson
I HAVE FINALLY GOT MY GOLD DISTANCE AND DIAMOND GOAL,

At 10100ft and still going up, 54km from DDSC

BAR THE REGISTRATION OF THE PAPERWORK WITH BERYL HARTLEY,
SIGNED BY AN OFFICIAL OBSERVER.
I ONLY FLY CROSSCOUNTRY ONCE A YEAR WHEN MY CLUB
CABOOLTURE VISITS DARLING DOWNS SOARING CLUB DDSC
AT MCCAFFREY FIELD NEAR OAKEY, QUEENSLAND.

I

t all started in 2002 when the late and
great Alan Latemore was alive. My first
attempt in the LS7 was quite a flop:
DDSC-Chinchilla-Miles Airfield-DDSC.
I only got to McAlister, about 55km! I
passed Dalby at 7000ft amsl and pressed
on into the blue and found zero lift, so
I tried to get back to Dalby, but left it
too late. But at least I did a copy book
outlanding! On the ground a farmer
came to help me and he assisted me
to relocate the canopy of the LS7 as I
had pulled the release handles too far
in my excitement at achieving my first
outlanding in a paddock. I sent him a
postcard for his help and offered him a
flight in a glider. In those days, we were
still using barographs and you could see
the inexorable slow descent from 7000ft
without a hint of lift. On the ground, the
air was warm and still, and later I found
out that was the problem. No wind equals
no thermal triggering.
My next attempt was in 2003. I had
moved up to the Ventus. We now had
a new-fangled gadget called a Colibri
logger, which had replaced the barograph
and photographs of turnpoints. It was
to be my second flight in the Ventus.
I declared my task at the last minute
because Alan Latemore only gave me
the go ahead at the end of briefing when
the forecast looked favourable for crosscountry. Same task as the year before,
or so I thought. The weather was perfect
and looking at the logger after the flight,
I zoomed up to nearly 7000ft, the height
limit below Oakey controlled airspace
and the whole flight was above 5500ft
16 Soaring Australia
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to 10 000ft with the elevation of DDSC
and Miles being 1250ft amsl and 1000ft
amsl respectively. I easily reached
Chinchilla and rounded Chinchilla Airfield
using a monster thermal over the town
that took me to 9000ft amsl!
Then I noticed a low battery warning
on the logger! I therefore switched off
everything to conserve power for the
logger and reverted to my handheld
radio and bum-ometer as a vario. The
bum-ometer worked very well but now
without the vario noise, I noticed the
flying noise made by the Ventus. I was
flying without one of the undercarriage
doors as it had got damaged by the
hangar trolley and now it was getting
on my nerves. The rest of the flight was
uneventful except my urine collection
system was faulty (kinked) so I was not
at all comfortable by the end of the flight
with wet jeans.
On looking at the logger trace, I
found that the task was Chinchilla Silo
and not Chinchilla Airfield and that I had
accidentally missed the turnpoint by only
500m in that monster thermal! I also was
informed that the logger beeps when
you round the turnpoint and that the
Ventus has two batteries, something not
recorded in the flight manual or told to
me by the briefing pilot!
Well that was in 2003, six years ago
and I have been annually to DDSC ever
since. I have not tried to do the 300km
again and instead had more than a
few goes at 500km instead without any
success, but scored my second proper
outlanding in a paddock at Warra on

Peter in Ventus VH-GGH

the way back from Miles township in
a Mosquito. However, I have never had
such a good day weather-wise as in
2003, since. Our week at DDSC last year
(2008) had quite good weather and we
even flew every day. But it was not good
enough for 500km so I was persuaded
to finally get my 300km properly. I had
a competitor (Leon Moran) to fly against
so how could I refuse?
Our flights happened on a Friday
with declared task DDSC – Miles Airfield
– Goombi Crossing – DDSC. I was
launched first and Leon easily overtook
me by going north of the road/railway
to Chinchilla while I took a slightly more
direct way across the Condamine River.
It was a blue day and I was really enjoying myself, but I was shocked when I
looked at my watch and found that I had
not reached my first turnpoint after three
hours. I immediately sped up and the lift
improved as well.
I was bowling along now, hearing
Leon call his inbound call for DDSC when
I was approaching McAlister 55km out
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from DDSC, but I was getting a bit low
(3000ft amsl). However, I soon found lift
and was back up at nearly 8000ft AMSL
in no time and now I was confident that
I had the goal and distance in the bag.
Counting one’s chickens, etc, occurred
because it was downhill from then on
and I landed out at Dalby Airfield! Sitting
on the airfield was just like my very first
outlanding just west of where I was:
warm and still! Even so, I enjoyed the
experience of watching the ag pilot come
and go and the war bird and ultralights
take off. Someone called to me from
behind: “Couldn’t get back eh?” I turned
around and eventually looked up, and
there was a hang glider doing a circuit
and coming into land. Gary McMahon in
the tug soon came to collect me and I was
back at DDSC in no time.
I had booked the Ventus for the next
day (Saturday) so I was determined to
beat Leon’s record from the day before
so I used the same task. The weather was
much the same as Friday but with more
clouds east of a north-south line passing
through halfway between Miles and
Chinchilla. Jenny Thompson and Robert
Hart had launched at 8:45am on a 750km
task with the first turnpoint being Roma.

I managed to get the first launch at 11am
as there were tug problems. I nearly had
to have a relight but I noticed a farmer
ploughing his field and he kindly induced
a thermal for me and I was away on task
from 7300ft amsl. I have been saved many
a time by farmers doing this for me.
The day improved and I was at Miles
Airfield in a couple of hours but it was
not easy with disorganised thermals and
wind shear but I managed to stay high
and even reached 9500ft amsl in the blue
before rounding the airfield. It was about
that time I heard Jenny T and Robert H
abandon their task at Roma and were
tiptoeing back in the blue. I set off for
Goombi Crossing when from 8000ft amsl,
it appeared that the lift had just stopped.
I turned right towards landable fields and
selected a really nice groomed paddock
near a farmhouse. I could see a dreaded
SWER line (Single Wire Earth Return)
going across it but I was absolutely
certain that I could land underneath
it. Now for trigger points: there was a
combined harvester working a large field
right on a left base so I honed in on it
and just waited and waited and waited.
Up I went and then down I went and
then up and up and up and up to 7000ft!

Peter’s 300km track

Photos: Peter Stephenson
The rest of the trip was a breeze
with big fat cumulus clouds marking
the thermals from Goombi Crossing.
I even stopped to get to 10 500ft amsl
or cloudbase as there was now no hope
of beating Leon’s speed. I tried again
to get higher nearer to Dalby and took
a photograph on the way to 10 300ft
55km from DDSC from which I did a final
glide at 200km/h!
What exhilarating fun! And I am not
waiting for next year this time either!

Mark Bland in Libelle VH-GUK over Dartmouth Dam
Photo: Oli Barthelmes, Mt Beauty Gliding Club,
Friday 6 February 2009 from ASK21mi VH-GVS
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Corryong Cup 2009 – Topless at Towong
Simon Plint

I MISSED THE EASIER LAUNCHES. I MISSED THE SLOWER LANDINGS
Corryong

BUT I LOVED PULLING THE BAR IN AND PUNCHING A HEADWIND TASK.

I

t had been two years since I last competed
in the Corryong Cup, and this year was my
first in the Topless Class. I had just finished
tying down my C4 on the Rodeo’s roof when
Dustan looked at me across a trailer full of
BBQs, tents, poles, push bikes and eskies, all
lashed down with various pieces of rope
and asked, “Is this us leaving for Corryong?”
Having accepted the job to score the
2009 cup, I had called Dustan to see if he
was going to put a team together. He said
he’d lodge the relevant AFF* documents
and get back to me. Not knowing what

Wendi preparing for a pilot briefing

*Application For Fun
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Photo: Dustan Hansen

he was talking about, I started my own
arrangements, but a week later he rang
and said his application had been approved on the basis the fuel was free and the
driver’s fee was low. I asked who else was
in the team, “Donny and Gary,” he said.
This explained the low cost driver as Wendi
is Gary’s wife. She was shy about asking
for payment, but we were fine with it as
long as Gary paid too – in cash!
We had a good team and were in the
running to take the most coveted trophy
in the competition, ‘Best Team’, from the
The Maggots. Matt Clarke, the former
Newcastle HG Club president, texted me
to ask if I had got ‘us’ into a team for
Corryong yet. When I replied with, “Was
I meant too?”, he replied, “You drink too
much!” Apparently I had been very
enthusiastic late one night during the
State Titles after a few beers and said that
I would get us into a team for Corryong…
and then promptly forgot about it.
The camp ground was hot and dusty
and the toilet was a hole in the ground,
but camping on the edge of the Murray
River, underneath huge English plane trees,
was idyllic. The river level was up and the
water temperature refreshing, making
for enjoyable morning dips, jumps off the

Photo: Dustan Hansen

bridge and fly fishing. However, the sight
of Alasdair in budgy smugglers whipping
his rod back and forth was not necessarily
a good thing – even if set against the backdrop of early morning mist rising from the
bubbling water as it travels across a carpet
of large pebbles…
We arrived Friday afternoon. Donny
was keen to go straight up the hill to test
his glider, recently tuned at the factory.
Dustan had been meant to do this the
preceding week, but two younger accomplices had only found time to plaster the
uprights with fairy stickers. We talked
Donny out of flying that day, but he discovered the stickers next day on the hill
and, to Dustan’s surprise, really liked them.
In fact, next morning the remaining stickers were in high demand around the
campsite and Donny told Nicolla that he
particularly liked the fairy with the whip.
She replied, a little sternly, “Fairies don’t
have whips!” Donny had been referring
to the fairy with a streamer on the end
of a stick.
Mornings commenced with the kookaburras laughing at us very early, followed
by a chilly stroll through the campsite to
a jail-like structure that was ‘The Dunny’.
Constructed of half inch plate steel atop
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a grassy mound in the centre of the community with a hole in the ground and a
vent in the roof, you closed the door by
sliding a big bolt across which made a
sound like that of a jail cell being locked.
The next day was the practice day and
for me the calm before the storm. I wasn’t
required until 6pm for the registration and
GPS downloads. At the top of Mt Elliot I had
no task to do, just free flying. We all got
up and boated over Mt Mitta and Towong
until landing across the road from the
campsite. It was quite difficult to get down
and Towong became a source of consistent
thermals throughout the competition.
As I carried my glider over to my tent
I could see that more people had arrived.
Bruce Wynne and Pauly Bissett-Amess, this
year’s ‘Maggot Team’. Matt Clarke, who
was still without a team. had brought his
pop-top trailer and when I went to say
‘hello’ he was a bit angry. Not with me, but
with the family of mice that had taken up
residence in his mattress. Rod Piper and I
watched the trailer as it rocked back and
forth while Matt chased the free-loaders.
After every ‘whack’ another dead mouse
would fly out of the doorway. Rod found
it very entertaining.
Thanks to the VHPA, the set-up and
launch area is much larger now. However,
until the grass grows, the dust will be a
problem. Some pilots were smart enough
to bring tarps with them and two enterprising young lads started selling some on
launch. They soon found that the average
hang glider pilot is tight and business
was slow on the first day. By day two the
remaining tarps were in a box by the gate,
with the boys relying on our honesty.
Eventually, in a hostile takeover, all their
remaining stock was bought up at a
bargain price. Soon after, Wendi started
handing out tarps as day prizes.
At times the combination of high
winds and loose soil made for unpleasant
conditions. On two occasions launch was
closed due to wind. Rod Piper watched
in amazement as his keel was snapped
by the force of the wind, while Dustan
decided to stand on his sail in order to
stop his glider from blowing away. When
the wind backed off he went round to
find that the helmet he had tied to the
front wires was full of dirt.
To spite the conditions, relatively few
pilots bombed out during the competition.
Mt Elliot has plenty of resident thermals
and they usually met up over the towers
and got pilots to cloudbase and off on
task. On the first day, I jumped the gun
and headed towards Mt Mitta without
enough height and proceeded low toward
April 2009

Towong. I landed in the racetrack and
Wendi came over the radio to ask wether
I was still in the start circle. I told her I
would check my GPS and call back. Just
then the slow characteristic, wise cracking
drawl of Pauly Maggot’s voice came over
the radio saying, “Hey Splint, I think that
after you check your GPS, you’ll find that
you are still in the start circle.” Others
joined in, “If you’re on the home straight,
you’re in”, “If there are cows and an
electric fence, Pauly says you can have a
good time”, “Quick, clear your track log”.
The GOTO Mt Elliot on my GPS came
up with 6.1km and the start circle had a
5km radius. As the scorer I didn’t think
it appropriate to clear my tracklog, but
called it in when Dustan came on with,
“Would you like me to tell how high
cloudbase is today?” Later Donny scolded
me, “You never leave the start circle till
you are at base, never!”
Mornings at camp were starting to
develop an ebb and flow. Dustan made
pancakes, someone else made coffee and
Steve was using his phone to connect to
the internet to upload the scores. We had
erected a large canvas over our communal
area and it was littered with people in
various types of deck chairs. Then Steve
got a call on his phone for Bruce Wynne.
Someone went and got Bruce and he
talked hunched over with the phone still
connected to the laptop. This is when we
found out that Steve ‘Missy’ Elliot had
come off the dolly low at Forbes and was
in hospital on life support. After a brief
explanation Bruce slumped into a chair.
Because of Steve’s condition it was likely
that his family would decide to turn off
life support that day. I could see the grief
in people’s faces, “Why Steve?” Others,

Early morning at the campsite

Photo: Simon Plint

Splint, Wendi and Donnie

Photo: Dustan Hansen

A bit of camp life!

Photo: Dustan Hansen

Steve, Wazza and Donnie

Photo: Dustan Hansen

well Steve.”

Pilot in goal demonstrating his flare technique.
Farewell Steve Elliot
Photo: Stuart Coad (Corryong Cup 08)
Happy pillots and goal beers
Photo: Dustan Hansen
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Mt Elliot’s wider set-up area

Dustan in the launch queue

Photo: Simon Plint

Photo: Adriaan Mulder

like myself, were reminded of our own
mortality and how unforgiving the sport
of hang gliding can be. Unfortunately
that pretty much took ‘Team Maggot’ out
of the comp. Bruce spent the day with his
daughter and her friend on the river and
Pauly went and played nine holes of golf.
Later that afternoon I got a text to
say Steve had died. Bruce and Paul left
on Friday to attend the funeral in Sydney.
A plane was chartered by pilots out at
Forbes and car loads of other pilots from
up and down the coast went to attend
the funeral of a friend.

The Competition
The task committee set some good tasks
this year and we were lucky enough to
get five of them in. Two were declared
invalid because not enough pilots had
launched within a given period before
the task was stopped due to strong winds.
T1 Elliot – Walwa – Khancoban (76km)
Gary and Donny made goal that day and
both tracklogs showed amazing glides
on the downwind, final leg to Khancoban
at the end of the day.
T2 Elliot – Tooma – Cudgewa – Coalac
Coalac – Corryong (71.8km)
It was cross/tailwind to Tooma, but headwind after that and there were only four
in goal. One of them was Rohan, in fact,
he made goal every day in his Sting 3 even
on this difficult day. Shane Duncan on a
C4 did it in two hours 50 minutes with an
average speed of 25.2km/h. Rohan hung
in there for five hours 10 minutes with
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an average of 13.9km/h. Not many would
have the patience.
This day I made my most stupid radio
call. Having climbed out above Lighthouse,
I realised I’d never gone past Greg Greg
and asked, “What does Tooma look like
from the air?” No sooner had I said it
when I realised it was like the ‘I’m in a
paddock with a white horse’ radio call. To
my surprise someone replied, “Two bridges
and a pub.” Someone else, “The pub has
a red roof.” Finally an Arny Schwarzenegger accent, “It’s not a tooma!”
T3 Elliot – Greg Greg – Cudgewa
– Corryong (54.5km)
Another challenging task with a lot of
pilots making the last turnpoint low and
not being able to get back to the airport.
Having blown the first day, I was determined to get to base before leaving the start
circle, so I went over the back of Mt Elliot
and halfway to Khancoban chasing a lonely
cloud. I caught it, but still got to Lighthouse
relatively low after a long, slightly cross/
headwind glide and before I knew it I was
scratching around the foothills. I radioed to
Wendi that I was low and would probably
be landing near the campground on the
Khancoban side. As I unzipped, Donny’s
voice came over the radio, “Don’t you give
up, Splint!” I hit some lift, but fell out the
other side. I did this for a while and just
maintaining at hill height. I was staying
over the same spot on the ground trying to
find the core, but then realised I should be
looking for the trigger and drifted towards
the end of a small downwind ridge and,
sure enough, all the little bits of lift I had
been flying through just joined up to 900
up all the way to base.
Unfortunately, I’d drifted downwind
again and when I got back to Lighthouse
I was low again. Not as low as before and
luckily there were a lot of other pilots
working the fairly constant lift above
Lighthouse either on their way out or on
their way back from Greg Greg, so finding
lift and following it into the centre of
the hill was pretty easy. Those that did
not come back to Lighthouse for a top
up had a harder time crossing to Mitta.
I managed to get to the Hot Rocks low
and was unable to make it through to
Cudgewa, landing about 10km short.
T4 Elliot – Greg Greg – Cudgewa
– Towong – Corryong (54.5km)
Same task again, making for easy GPS
programming. This time I was determined
to get to Cudgewa, but once I did, my
brains fell out and I could find no lift were
everyone else had. Donny and Dustan both
send me to the two pimples just after the
turnpoint, on the way toward the air-

port. I reached them low and failed to
get on the upwind side. As I packed up
by the road, I watched Gary get up over
the pimples and go on to goal.
Just to rub salt into my wounds, we
got 26/47 Open pilots and 13/22 Floater
pilots in goal that day. There were a lot
of happy pilots with goal beers in their
hands and Steve grinned from ear to ear.
T5 Elliot – Cudgewa – Corryong (49.8km)
Last day. High cloud started to drift in and
the wind got light and started coming
over the back. A handful of pilots got off
before the Open launch, but I missed my
chance and had to step aside.
The ordered launch was slow because
the streamers would only straighten up
for 30 seconds or so. The top six Open and
top five Floater pilots were left waiting on
launch for over an hour, and most of us
eventually got out of our harnesses to
stretch our legs. Dustan was at the head
of the line and still in his harness when
the streamers started straightening up. He
launched strongly and was soon joined by
the other Open pilots and they all started
going up. Pretty soon pilots were rushing
for their gliders as the valley started to fill
with cu’s and the high cloud dispersed.
I eventually got off and joined the
floaters ahead of me, down low at the
end of a spur to the left of launch. Gliders
started to appear stationary in the paddocks below and it became a scratch-fest.
I got back up twice, but only to launch
height. Eventually I realised the lift was
being drawn crosswind towards a thermal
forming a large cloud over the higher
ridge behind us. It also helped that Rob
Larkin was at base marking a spot for me.
I went on task at eight grand and
caught up with Allan McMillan who was
marking a thermal for me over Corryong
town. Cloud streets were forming and it
was just a matter of following the line,
ground and thermal drift did not matter.
The task was small, standard practice
on the last day, so the scoring can get
done before the presentations. I got to
TP1 without loosing much height, but then
lost a lot getting to Mt Mitta across a blue
hole. Donny came over the radio to say
he’d missed TP1 and was going back to the
start circle. I was expecting my next climb
at Mt Mitta, but upon reaching it low,
I was surprised at how close I scratched
to the trees. I dribbled away towards the
airport where I checked the direction
of the windsock and unzipped. As I did,
the sinking sound coming from the vario
stopped. I hunted around for a bit and
found a good climb back to base and
halfway to TP2. Just before TP2 on the
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northern end of Mitta I started to top up,
thinking I would need the extra height to
get there. Instead I gained 1000ft flying in
a straight line under the clouds that had
turned into a street.
As I turned toward the airport, Dustan
asked for an update.”I have six grand at
TP2.” “Well pull the bar in and get over
here!”, was his reply from goal. I radioed
back I was doing 65km/h over the ground.
He replied, “I said pull the bar in!” When
I hit 93km/h Donny’s voice came over with,
“Come on Splint, I’m chasing ya!” He had
caught up with me after going back to the
start and now he was about to overtake me!
About this time Stuie, who was always
last off the hill, was passing us on his way
to the second TP. He did the task in three
thermals and came 13th overall, not bad.
As I crossed the 1km radius around
goal, I saw Donny coming in way below me.
I still had three grand, but I was ecstatic.
What a day! As we drove home later that
night after the presentation dinner I could
still see clouds forming in the moonlight.
Corryong Cup 2009 was a huge success and a lot of fun. We got a lot of firsttimers in goal and a lot of personal bests
for height and distance. The Floater Class
swelled to 24 this year with a lot of pilots
having upgraded to Stings from Funs the
previous year. After breaking an upright
on practice day, Alan Bond was in a Fun
and came third. Gregor Forbes, second in
a Sonic, lead up until the last day when
a relative newcomer, Greg Stroot, pipped
him at the post by four points to take
first in the Floater Class.
The task committee tried their best to
get as many gliders to goal as possible, but
the forecast was fickle and a few tasks had
strong headwind components. Not a problem for ‘Mr Patience’, Rohan Holtkamp,
in a Sting 3. His tracklog and witnesses

confirmed that he soared an 80ft hill
for about an hour until a thermal came
through and he continued onto goal with
the topless gliders, winning the comp.
Steve Crosby, the meathead and a
previous winner of the comp, was also
in the lead until the last day when, after
a long wait, he launched only to find the
bomb-out and to re-fly late in the day,
he took second. Shane Duncan was so
quick on the last task that he flew in and
out of the first turnpoint before his GPS
recorded a tracklog point. This meant
that Don Gardner, last year’s winner, took
third place. Unfortunately, the bad news
for Shane only became apparent a few
days later, but he took it well.
The awards night was held in the
pub with a buffet followed by the
presentations. Alisdair won ‘Best Veteran’
again, he finished 28/52 in the Open, in
a WW2 Falcon. During one of my late
scoring nights I laughed out loud when
I read his landing form and I imagined
his English accent: “If you continue to set
headwind tasks I will have no alternative
but to transfer to the Floater Class.”
Adam Stevens won ‘Most Improved’,
the second best trophy, as far as I’m
concerned, and finished seventh in
the Open Class. Someone who flies a
Lightsport won $200 towards a topless
and Alan Bush yelled out, “Give me the
$200 and I’ll cut that kingpost off for ya!”
The last trophy of the night was for
Best Team and we won it. A very practical
trophy it was too, an engraved, glass beer
stein. I didn’t know about the tradition
of having to scull beer from it though –
last time I did that was at my 21st. It was
bitter sweet as ‘Team Maggot’ were the
ones we wanted to win it from. I would
have loved to have shaken Bruce’s hand,
I know it’s his favourite.

Letters to the Editor
Thanks from a Visitor
I would like to thank those
Australian and New Zealand pilots who
gave me friendly help and advice to do
some occasional paragliding as part of
my holiday in January/February this year.
All the pilots that I made contact
with were extremely friendly and helpful,
enabling me to fly at small local sites away
from the well-known ‘big’ sites like Bright,
Manilla and Coronet Peak. Without the
help of these few local pilots, I would not
have flown much at all.
April 2009

Shane Duncan demonstrates the ‘Newcastle Jump’
Photo: Simon Plint

Dustan with one foot on his wing during a dust storm
Photo: Dustan Hansen

Stuie and the female pilots

Photo: Adriaan Mulder

Thanks must go to: Steve Crosby for
being a great meet-head and helping
me score, Wendi for driving us and being
the ‘Spirit of the Comp’, Death for the
weather, Gary for all his work behind
the scenes and Stuie for doing a fantastic
job as launch marshall.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Specifically they were: Kym Fielke in
Adelaide, Clinton in Melbourne, John
Mays on the Sunshine Coast; and in NZ:
Wolfgang Harder in Russell, Gustav Gross
in Whangerei, Trevor at Ahipara and
Vincent Tourangin at Kamo. It is a privilege to be part of a sport where camaraderie extends across international borders.
John Pinchin (UK)

The Flying Bug
Be ringing tomorrow to rejoin the
HGFA – got the bug again. Regards,
Murray Charters

Landing at Teewah

Photo: Murray Charters
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What Did I Learn Today?
Bernard Eckey (GFA head coach for South Australia and Northern Territory)
IMAGINE DRIVING HOME AFTER AN ENJOYABLE FLIGHT AND
A NICE DAY AT THE GLIDING CLUB. IF YOU ARE YOUNG AND
RESTLESS YOU ARE PROBABLY THINKING OF THE NEXT PARTY
OR A GOOD NIGHT OUT WITH YOUR FRIENDS. IF YOU ARE
FAMILY ORIENTATED YOU ARE PROBABLY LOOKING FORWARD
Winter flying

TO A RELAXING EVENING WITH THE REST OF YOUR FAMILY.

THAT’S ALL VERY WELL AND QUITE NORMAL, BUT IF YOU REALLY WANT TO MAKE PROGRESS IN
GLIDING YOU SHOULD FIND A FEW MINUTES TO ASK YOURSELF: “WHAT DID I LEARN TODAY?”

H

opefully I get no argument from
you when I say that gliding is first
and foremost a mental sport. It
follows that we need to focus on
our mind if we want to improve as pilots.
During the day we have probably done
a lot of things – some of them were done
well and some we better forget – right?
WRONG! Making mistakes is a very
effective way of learning, as long as we
reflect on it and work out how to avoid
a repeat. It is often said that humans
learn from the mistakes of others but
there is no question that we learn even
better from our own mistakes. The same
holds true for positive experiences.
When we have done something very
well we tend to remember it for a long
time and cherish the experience. That’s
fine as long as an evaluation takes place
and something is learned from it. The
real secret for successful people is that
they not only pre-plan their action but
also analyse it afterwards. It guarantees
continued improvement and comes in
very handy when a similar situation arises
in future.
That’s what experience is all about.
Only by reflecting on positive as well
as negative experiences can we expect
future improvement. Or put differently,
learning from a mistake can turn a
negative experience into a positive one.
Let’s look at a few examples now.
A new post-solo pilot might have done
two consecutive circuits while his friends
climbed away for lengthy soaring flights.
Now, our new pilot has two options.
He can put it down to misfortune (and
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forget about it) or he might realise that
he relied on good luck rather than good
management. Perhaps he did not identify
likely thermal sources and he might have
failed to search for lift slightly downwind
of thermal triggers. His two circuits have
served no purpose if the pilot erases them
from his memory. However, they can
change his gliding career forever if the
right conclusions are drawn and the same
mistakes are avoided in future.
But the learning process doesn’t have
to be confined to the actual flying part
of our sport. On our way home we might
feel a bit tired and even notice that we
have a problem with concentration. It
might also dawn on us that we have
not been to the toilet recently and we
suddenly realise that dehydration is the
likely reason for our trouble.
Again, we can stop for a quick drink
and forget the episode or we can remind
ourself that dehydration is a serious problem in aviation and resolve never to allow
such a situation to recur. If we decide
to carry a full Camelbak-type water container and drink its entire contents during
future hot days we have turned an initial
mistake into something real positive for
the future.
The list goes on forever but I’m sure
you get the idea. Rather than boring you
with more examples I would like to encourage you now to become a little more proactive and investigate how we can speed
up our learning process by giving ourself
regular pointers and reminders.
Deep down we all know (or at least
suspect) some areas of weaknesses in

our flying. Smart pilots have already
identified them and possibly even considered remedial action. However, as
human beings we dislike doing things
we are struggling with and instead focus
on things we are already good at. That’s
human nature and quite normal but if
we want to make progress we are welladvised to change such habits. The
question is: “How?”
A well-proven method is to write
ourselves a note and stick it on a vacant
spot in the cockpit as a permanent
reminder to focus on improving a particular skill or eliminate a bad habit. The
secret to ongoing improvement is to keep
practicing an under-developed skill at the
exclusion of all others. Only when we are
entirely happy with the results should
we move on and tackle something else.
Remember, amateurs train until they get
it right, professionals train until they can’t
get it wrong.

Good finish

Photos: Bernard Eckey
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Part of the process is to take a few
minutes after the flight to score ourselves.
Work out what went well and how our
training can be improved upon in future.
A logbook entry is an excellent reminder to continue a systematic approach
to training and to ask yourself the following questions:
•
•
•

What went well today?
What didn’t go well today?
How can I improve on today’s
performance?

Let me give you an example again.
During my early flying career I tensed up
easily which manifested itself in excessive
pressure on the rudder pedals. It was very
annoying because it was not only tiring
but it also made it much harder to feel
the air. The solution was straightforward.
I wrote ‘relax rudder pressure’ on my
cockpit note and focused on eliminating
this bad habit over time. Because it was
deeply engrained it took almost a full
year – but it worked!

‘Persistence’ is the key word here.
Don’t expect miracles and tackle only
one area of weakness at a time. We are
all creatures of habit. Eliminating our
bad habits is one of the hardest things
to do. It requires a departure from a
deeply ingrained and familiar way of
doing things. None of us likes that very
much but it is essential if we are striving
for improvement.

Two Seconds to Nothing
Mike Saunders
I RECENTLY COMPLETED MY SILVER ‘C’ TASKS IN A BLANIK
AT MCMASTER AIRFIELD IN CENTRAL QUEENSLAND.

O

ver the last few years I had
been trying to complete the
required tasks, but a few
things hampered my ambitions.
With work and family commitments and
living five hours north from our club’s airstrip, I could manage flying only about 10
to 12 times a year. We are very fortunate
with weather conditions at Dululu, but
even so I get a mix of ordinary winter days
and other rainy overdeveloped days that
prevented any chance of five hours or even
distance. Over the years I had achieved a
number of over two hour flights but the
five hour goal seemed a long way off.
During all this time I read a lot of
books and articles, did mutual and solo
flights and asked questions to improve
my skills. I would have welcomed a formal
coaching system at our club to help my
situation but, like in so many clubs, as
good as our instructors are, there are too
few of them with more tasks than they
could ever make time for.
However, there was a definite turning
point for me. We were lucky enough to
have John Clayton from Brisbane call on
us to assess the club’s operations and
members’ flying. I did a couple of flights
with John and he gave me some very
specific feedback and pointers about
my thermally technique. I made a note
of these which I then practiced during
every flight; particularly towards the
end of a flight when I would persevere
with getting the most out of weak lift by
staying in the best and most constant lift.
This practise of technique increased my
skill and confidence in staying aloft which
allowed time to work in slight but useful
April 2009

lift resulting in my flight duration times
improving with consistency. This helpful
advice, which was a form of coaching,
really made a difference for me.
Another help was getting the book
‘Advanced Soaring Made Easy’ for Christmas
from my wife the year before last. I read
it from cover to cover while on holidays
between fishing and diving etc. I recommend it as a ‘must-have-and-read’, as it has
helped enormously to improve my soaring.
Before learning these specific thermalling tips I believe I was a typical competent
safe post-solo pilot who knew when it
was time to land and tended to stay close
to the airfield. But now being better at
centring tight weak thermals I am staying
aloft longer which has allowed more
chances of getting height at times when
I would otherwise have joined downwind.
Also in ‘Advanced Soaring Made Easy’
I read about fitting a wire angle of bank
indicator (ABI). I made one and fitted it
to the top middle of the Blanik instrument
panel. It was a bit hard on the eye and
I decided to make an item (refer image)
out of flat aluminium bar 20mm by 3mm.
The ABI is permanently in place and looks
part of the panel. It works a treat.
Previously when I thought I was
banked 30-degrees I now realise I was at
23-degrees and when I thought I was at
45-degrees I was actually at 30-degrees.
Now with the ABI fitted I know where
I’m at, no disputing. I have found it takes
effort to get a constant 45-degrees out
of the Blanik.
The above definitely helped me
achieve a 55km from McMaster airfield to
Biloela and also when I did a five hour and

one second flight. I had planned to do at
least five or 10 minutes extra, but when
the lift disappeared at the four hour 40
minutes mark and the drift was against me
I knew there was a less than 50/50 chance
of doing the time. When it was time to
join downwind I planned to land normally,
but finishing with a long hold off, which
meant I would need to tow the glider back
to the launch point. I had plenty of time
for consideration as I was the only glider
in the air. After rounding out I passed club
members at the launch point and Mark,
the Official Observer, with 1400m of clear
airstrip ahead, I held off, landing long
and then the glider was on the ground.
I thought it was either just under or not
much over the time. The timekeeper said
it was about 30 seconds over as the digital
clock passed the five hours. The Cambridge
logger showed a five hour 49 second
duration with five hours and one second
from release. (I thought to myself that was
two seconds from nothing or two seconds
to nothing, as far as five hours duration is
concerned). I was very relieved to finally
have the five hour monkey off my back.
I hope this story is of help in improving
someone else’s thermalling by sourcing
local coaching and practicing the technique of staying aloft in weak lift with
accurate thermalling including flying
safely with a consistent/good angle of
bank. Opportunities are there in any flight
when getting near the joining circuit
height in weak lift. Always fly safely.
Soaring Australia
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Western Australia State
Gliding Championships
2009 – 16 to 24 January

WA in recent times, the tasks were going
to be AATs. The first of these was 146.4km
to 336.7km. Despite the trepidation, all
competitors made it back, including yours
truly who stood in as a passenger in our
DG-505. The night was, in fact, one of the
hottest I’ve ever experienced at Narrogin
and sleep was certainly not restful.

Saturday 17 January
Dayle Found
DAVID HARRIS AND I, AS COCOMPS DIRECTORS, REPORT ON
AN EXTRAORDINARY CHAMPIONSHIP THAT WAS AS COLOURFUL
AS IT WAS FUN.

Three-quarters of the
state Pawnee fleet
together – a rare event

A

s is the usual practice, the State event is
rotated around the three major clubs in
WA and this year was Narrogin Gliding
Club’s turn. The last time it was held
at NGC was in 2006, when the weather
beat us and the comps were cancelled
for the first time in 46 years.

The Sunday cricket teams of Jeff Woodward, Chris Runckles,
Rick Lovel, Iain Russel, Kevin Saunders, Jenny Whitman, John
Whitman, Don Woodward, Alan Arthur, Andrew Grieg, Dayle
Found, David Harris, Rod Carter, Russel Brieley. Squatting are
Jeff’s daughter Tenille and Bob Smoothy. Sadly the Aussie
cricket team selectors were nowhere in sight!

Twenty-nine aircraft were slated for
attendance this year, albeit some were
flying hors concours. This is certainly
a large turnout for WA and it was the
biggest gliding contest staged here. All
bar one were from NGC, Beverley Soaring
Society and the Gliding Club of WA
(Cunderdin-based). The one stand-alone
entrant was from Morawa, some fourand-a-half hours’ drive north of Perth
and, given that Narrogin is a two-hour
drive south of Perth, it’s a long slog with
a glider trailer in tow. However, Dick
Sasse and his wife Jonette were not going
to miss it.
One task I felt privileged to perform
as comps director was to bring to the
attention of the competitors the fact that
two pilots alone had a combined age
of over 170 years. One was Dick Sasse,
mentioned above, and the other was
Dennis Gorton. Dick is the oldest glider
pilot still flying actively in Australia; in
fact he is Morawa’s CFI. An amazing
achievement! Den Gorton has been flying
gliders and been a member of NGC since
the Dead Sea got sick.

Friday 16 January
While the predicted maximum was 40ºC,
the trigger temperature was 37ºC which,
of course, meant a late start at best. The
temperature trace itself looked akin to a
dog’s hind leg with a massive inversion
at 5000ft. However, 25 gliders launched,
with a couple of dramas in the first
few. The task was YNRG – Harrismith
– Corrigin – YNRG. As with all comps in

Another challenging day, where RASP
maps showed options for a southerly task.
After two sniffer flights and the threat of
mid-level cloud, it was decided to chance
a couple of outlandings and declare
the day a goer. In reality there were
13 outlandings, with a comps director
pacing up and down like an expectant
father. GFA Executive Officer John Welsh
scratched his way back in Golf Mike
Yankee some five kilometres from home
with barely circuit height left. I could
say I heard a few expletives after the
canopy opened as John rolled to a stop,
but he is far too much of gentleman for
that sort of language! Our safety officer,
Humphrey (Ghengis) Leach, was kept busy
with a couple of recalcitrant pilots, but
they were quickly taught the facts of life!

Sunday 18 January
Did someone say a day of rest? This was
the first no-fly day, due to weather. Many
of the competitors decided to declare
their lay day Monday the 19th. Club
activities centred around the annual
unofficial comps cricket match, with
the blue hats versus the white hats. The
highest scorer was Rod Carter and ‘Man
of the Match’ was Kevin Saunders, who
made a brilliant dive into the bitumen
apron trying to avoid a run-out. Kevin
survived with a couple of scratches, but
concern was expressed at the damage
to the bitumen.

Monday 19 January
Overnight thunderstorms and rain
threatened the day, but it was flyable.
I had to return to Perth for family reasons
and my partner in crime, David Harris,
took over the reins for the day. The task
was YNRG – Kojonup – Dumbleyung
– YNRG. Again a southerly format, but all
made it back with the exception of the
‘umbilical brothers’, Roger Vaile and Dave
Mellor in the DG-505, who, by definition,
did an 11-hour task. That’s five-and-ahalf hours per pilot, including time in
paddock. However, I’m sure they solved
the world’s financial crisis while waiting
for the tow.

Greg Beecroft in VH-GAN ready to do battle
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Tuesday 20 January
Another day in paradise, with a minimum
temperature of 7ºC and a maximum
of 29ºC predicted, meant a reasonable
thermalling day, although some cirrus
clouds had the potential to dampen the
spirits. The task was, in fact, the same
as day one but with different weather
conditions. At this point the front runners were jostling for position, with Greg
Beecroft consistently holding on
to second position overall.

Wednesday 21 January
YNRG – Bulyee – Mt Kokeby – YNRG. Mt
Kokeby is nearly home for the Beverley
guys, but the pace was hotting up with
some serious flying to be had. Morning
briefings were structured around some
formal activities and, of course, guest
prize presenters as well as obligatory joke
telling. I can add that most of the jokes
were clean. Given that NGC’s water supply
is rain dependant, one comment that
caused a chortle was from Russell Brierley,
who was heard to quip: “About the only
thing I beat yesterday was the egg timer
in the shower.”

Thursday 22 January
Lay day number two and a much-needed

respite for David and myself, as we
indulged in a counter lunch at the local
‘rubbity-dub’, while the pilots took in
some of the local tourist activities. The
comps dinner was fast approaching
and our task was to try to secure a few
waitpersons, which didn’t eventuate.

Friday 23 January
Two days to go and exhaustion was
starting to take over. Today’s date with
destiny was YNRG – Brookton – Bullaring
– Tincurrin – YNRG. Although Don Woodward made it to No 1 for the day in his
ASW-20, the overall result was Greg
Beecroft in the front, for the first time,
with what appeared to be an unassailable
lead. The banter around the clubhouse
was that Greg would have to bomb out
badly to lose. Paul Rose, our State coach,
did the unthinkable and forgot to plug
in a turnpoint in his GPS. Consequently,
he got back early thinking that the task
was a doddle. One of the highlights
for the day was the arrival of the State
Minister for Sport and Recreation who
was suitably impressed by what he saw.

Saturday 24 January
The last comps day and I was hoping
for a small task, but it ended up being

HAPPENED RECENTLY ON AN AIRFIELD
Martin Feeg
Three jet fighters had been on a training mission. One
was close to nailing his opponent when he disengaged
from the dog fight. Back on deck ‘Mr Topgun’ was
commanded to the training officer who wanted to
give him a run in. ‘Mr Topgun’ replied to the barked
accusation/question as to why he gave up so easily,
”Sir, I lost SA and disengaged for safety.” No further
word was spoken; ‘Mr. Topgun’ received a good report.
Close shave? No, not at all and that is why he got
a good report. He lost situational awareness (SA). If this three-dimensional
picture is distorted or lost altogether chances for an accident increase dramatically. Let me give you an example. You are on a motorway and recognise this
flash car in the rear vision mirror gaining on you. A short time later you can’t
see it, instantly you will assume the flash car to be in your blind spot overtaking
you and you wouldn’t pull over. You will also expect it to come up on your
right-hand side any second now. This is three-dimensional awareness; predicting
a position of the flash car relative to yours (in fact as a good driver you will do
this subconsciously for all the cars relevant to you).
It is of utmost important to have SA when flying together with other aircraft. But it is just as important to carry out manoeuvres in a predictable manner.
I know the season is over, but sit back and reflect – have you been in a situation where you couldn’t say where another aircraft was? Remember it and
memorise it; an error turns into a mistake if the error is not corrected.
Safe soaring.
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Owen Jones (WAGA president) once more into the fray

John Welsh near touchdown

Photos: Jalal Lee
the biggest, at a maximum 487km.
My thoughts, pre-briefing, were “Don
will go for it”, as he was hungry for
the crown. After briefing, I started to
prepare for the comps dinner along with
the many helpers who had made this
comps the huge success that it was. I
had the running totals on my clipboard,
along with trophy presentations, and
had put Greg as the recipient of the
Championship Class trophy. However,
that was not to be. As I stood out on the
flight line, VH-GIB came hurtling over the
finish line with ballast streaming from the
wings. Don Woodward had clawed back
to attain an eight-point lead over Greg
and, in doing so, took out the title.
The comps dinner attracted its fair
share of dignitaries, with GFA Vicepresident Graham Wishart, GFA Executive
Officer John Welsh and WAGA President
Owen Jones. Along with them was the
Telstra Business Woman of the Year for
2008, Leanne Preston, and the Narrogin
Shire President, Richard Chadwick, all of
whom had a great time. Trophies were
presented to many, but overall first,
second and third placegetters were Don
Woodward, Greg Beecroft and Hilmer
Geissler respectively. Finally, the comps
came to a close amid some very happy
people and once again peace reined over
Narrogin Gliding Club. Roll on 2012.
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Soaring Calendar
AUSTRALIA
SA Gliding Association GM
Saturday 4 April 2009
Commencing at 10:30am, at the Monarto Sailplaner
Museum, about 60km east of Adelaide. State
officers, club delegates, as well as observers and
interested glider pilots are welcome. The SA Gliding
Association general meeting for June is tentatively
programmed at the new Adelaide Soaring Club
rooms at Gawler. The SA Gliding Association AGM
and presentation dinner in August is tentatively
programmed at Waikerie.

Paragliding State
of Origin 2009
Easter Friday 10 to 13 April 2009
Manilla, NSW. Using crews of four pilots (one
Advance and two Novices plus any other rated
pilot) and scoring using handicaps on the kilometres
you fly – even you can win! It’s a great way to try
the competition scene. The budding competition
pilot must have at least five cross-country hours
outside of their course, a reserve and radio.
Competition fee: $20, or free if registered by
27 March. Registration form and pilot pack
from <jamesflys@gmail.com>, 02 49468680.

Flatter than the Flatlands
10 to 13 April 2009
Birchip, VIC. HG pilots are invited to the 17th Flatter
than the Flatlands cross-country towing competition.
The event will be conducted over the four-day Easter
weekend. Entry fee is $80 and includes map, daily
prizes, presentation BBQ, scoring, goal beers and
lots of fun. GPS and parachute required. Discount
available for teams with a first-time pilot. Entries
will be accepted from teams of four or five pilots,
and open 8pm on Wednesday 11 February. There are
12 cartow strips available, with three strips reserved
for SA teams until 18 February. Contact: Wesley Hill,
phone: 03 93077410, 0408 305943 or <wes.hill@
yahoo.com.au>, website [www.hgfa.asn.au/~fttf].

Tumut Easter Fly-in
10 to 13 April 2009
Tumut, NSW. This well attended, relaxed and family
oriented fly-in attracts HGs, PGs and trikes and is
open to all HGFA members and their friends. Soar
over the town of Tumut situated at the northern end
of the Snowy Mountains with its vast wilderness
areas, National Parks and flying sites. Safety and
pilot support are the key objectives for ’09. Bring
the family and share the fun. Hosted by the Central
Coast Sky Surfers and the ACTHGPA. Register your
interest and source detail at [www.flytumut.com].

Gliding Queensland 2009
Easter Competition
10 to 18 April 2009
Dalby is the venue for the 2009 annual Easter
competition with Caboolture as the host club. The
aim is to run a competition that is fun, friendly and
safe, while at the same time catering for the needs
of all comers. Every effort will be made to provide a
competitive environment in which the experienced
pilots can be challenged and the inexperienced
ones can learn, and learn safely. AATs will be the
norm and will usually be set so that they can be
completed at the minimum level while remaining
at all times within gliding distance of identified
and GPS-recorded landing areas. Details, including
expressions of interest and entry forms, are available
at [www.glidingcaboolture.org.au/Easter09].

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Lake Keepit Easter Regatta
10 to 18 April 2009
Practice day: 10 April. Lake Keepit is initiating an
Easter Regatta for NSW over Easter and the week
following for interested pilots, to be run under the
Club and Sports Class rules and handicaps. It will
be a very friendly competition with limited places
available. Early expressions of interest would be
appreciated. For further information contact Wendy
Medlicott <wendyjmedlicott@bigpond.com>.

Annual Benalla Trike Fly-away
14 to 21 April 2009
Contact Tony Dennis or Ned McIntosh.

Victoria/NSW Get-together
18 to 19 April 2009
In past years this was held at Wangaratta. This
year’s venue is Benalla and we’d like to see as many
pilots there as we can. Hangarage is available first
in/best placed. Saturday night will be a meal/BBQ
at the club house. Accommodation is available
at the airfield, $16.50 per night BYO bedding.
Ph: 03 57621058 (Gliding Club).

The Great Australian
Paramotor Fly-In
18 to 23 May 2009
Camden Haven Airfield, NSW. Information: Lee
Scott <fly@highadventure.com.au>. An epic
460km adventure-trip to arrive at the above flyin is planned, departing possibly from Hasting
Pt. Many pilots are confirmed already, groundsupport is available, and an informal video movie
may also be filmed. More information: Brett Paull
<101airbourne@gmail.com> or 0435 203153.

High Country Get-together
23 to 24 May 2009
Corryong, VIC. A fun flying weekend open to any
ML pilots – a great area for NSW and Victorian
pilots to meet. Corryong has a great airfield and
town as well as fantastic scenic flying anywhere
from Tumut, Holbrook or Bright as cross-country
destinations. Ph:Tony Dennis 0418 574068.

12th National Pico Fly-In
18 to 20 September 2009
The biggest gathering of PPG pilots in Australia.
As usual in Milbrulong, NSW ( east of Lockhart
and south of Wagga Wagga). Camping on the
sportsground and limitless flying from one of Jeff’s
paddocks. Those new to the sport or interested to
get involved are all welcome, a great place to learn
from the more experienced pilots. Join in for a fun
weekend of extreme PPG flying. For details refer
to [www.thepico.com.au] or contact the organisers
Jeff 02 69206233 or Jos 02 60265658.

Queensland State Gliding
Championships 2009
26 September to 3 October 2009
Hosted by the Darling Downs Soaring Club at
McCaffrey Field, Jondaryan. All classes. For further
information <info@ddsc.org.au>.

49th Multi-class Nationals
4 to 15 October 2010
Hosted by the Darling Downs Soaring Club at Dalby
Aerodrome. For further information <info@ddsc.org.au>.

48th Multi-class Nationals
4 to 15 January 2010
Waikerie, SA. Entries are open online [http://
waikeriegliding.com/multiclass/enter.html], record
your interest at [http://waikeriegliding.com/
multiclass/interest.html]. Full time flying operations
will be underway from 27 December 2009 including
the successful Coaching Week where you can
finetune your skills. Accommodation, caravan and
camping spaces available at the airfield. Please
email <bookings@waikerieglidingclub.com.au>
for more information or see [http://waikeriegliding.
com/Accommodation.htm]. Off-site accommodation
can all be found at [www.waikerietourism.com.
au/Accommodation.htm]. For further enquires email
<comp@waikeriegliding.com>.

VGA Annual Rally
9 to 16 January 2010
Bordertown-Keith Gliding Club, SA. It just keeps
getting better! Contact Ian Patching <patching@
westnet.com.au>, [www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.
au], [www.brookmanonline.com].

OVERSEAS
5th Ghana PG Festival
10 to 13 April 2009
Ghana, West Africa. Organised by Walter Neser.
Information at [www.ghanaparagliding.com] or you
can phone/text Stewart Dennis on 0429 158721.

World Air
Games 2009
7 to 13 June 2009
Torino, Italy. First Category Event.
[www.worldairgames.org].

17th FAI World Hang Gliding
Class 1 Championship
20 June to 4 July 2009
Montagne de Chabre, Laragne-Ribiers, France.
First Category Event, World Championship.
[www.chabre2009.com/].

Austrian Alps HG Rally
5 to 9 August 2009
Guided tour across the premier HG sites of Austria
in the peak flying season. The Austrian Alps provides
epic mountain flying conditions. Every launch
offers the chance to fly over 300km. The current
World record for longest triangle flight of 407km
is from Greifenburg launch. The rally will kick off
here, and will be the first of five monumental flying
days. Day 1: Greifenburg to Zillertal. Day 2: Zillertal
to Koessen. Day 3: Koessen to Altaussee. Day 4:
Altaussee to Zell am See. Day 5: Zell am See to
Greifenburg. Check the course on Google Earth.
Cost: €$975, includes accomodation, transport,
retrieve, snacks and drinks. Contact <michi.friesi@
gmail.com> for more info.
Other international events can be found
at [http://events.fai.org/].

[Note: GAP parameters, where listed in the above
events, are: bomb-out distance (minimum scoring
distance), nominal distance (minimum task length),
nominal time (minimum expected winners time),
and goal percentage (nominal percentage in goal).]

Melbourne Cup Vintage Rally
31 October to 8 November 2009
Bendigo Gliding Club, VIC. Time to forget those
winter chills, have fun and fly! Contact Dave
Goldsmith <hutter17@bigpond.com>, [www.
bendigogliding.org.au].
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Modifying Your Microlight
Kev MacNally, HGFA WM Technical Officer
I DON’T THINK I HAVE EVER SEEN A MICROLIGHT, OTHER
THAN IN THE FACTORY, WHICH HAS NOT BEEN MODIFIED
TO SOME EXTENT. LET’S FACE IT, EVEN IF YOU BUY A TOP
OF THE RANGE MODEL, WITH ALL THE BELLS AND WHISTLES,
YOU WILL GENERALLY STILL WANT TO INSTALL A COMMS
SYSTEM AND THEN A VHF RADIO AND SO ON.

F

irst of all, a modification to an
aircraft is defined as ‘a change or
alteration to the standard specification.’ In the HGFA, a mod will
be defined as ‘a permanent change or
alteration.’ Any installation that does not
require tools, for example where Velcro
is used, will not be regarded as a modification and requires no logbook entry.
However, if the installation involves
an electrical supply, a permanently installed panel or bracket, or secondary restraints,
then these items would be classed as
‘Minor Mods’ and must be recorded.
A ‘Major Modification’ is any mod to
a structural component or integral part of
an aircraft, ie, any part which would affect
the safe operation of the aircraft, and as
such must be authorised, in writing, by
the manufacturer. Any such authorisation
would be a legal document, and must
remain with and become part of the
Aircraft Logbook. Any other modification
would be classed as a Minor Mod and
may be made by the owner. Details of
any modification made should always
be entered in the Aircraft Logbook.
So, let us assume that you wish to
install a VHF handheld radio into your
trike. How hard can it be? All you need to
do is find a space to put it, stick it there
with Velcro and plug it in, right? Not quite.
There are one or two other factors that
you should be considering. After all,
you are fitting an electrical device to an
aircraft, not a car, and therefore, other
factors apply. For example, if fitting the
radio to the instrument panel with Velcro,
some sort of secondary restraint, in the
form of a lanyard or strap, should be fitted, in case the Velcro should fail during
turbulence or a hard landing. I know
April 2009

of two separate instances, where an
expensive GPS has been lost ‘over
the side’ of a trike, due to insecure
attachment. Fortunately, on neither
occasion did it go through the prop!
If the installation involves the fitting
of any electrical switches, then those
switches should be mounted in the correct sense, ie, ‘Down’ for ‘Off’ (this is a
general aircraft standard, hence the term
‘Shut Down’) and they should be labelled
appropriately. There are additional
considerations regarding the installation
of antenna, comms box and power supply.
Okay, this is all well and good, but
this sort of information is not that easily
available to the average trike flyer. Well,
in the UK, it is. They have a severely
regulated system and when they do any
mod to their microlight, that aircraft is
then grounded until it has been checked
and signed off by an inspector. In order to
facilitate this process, they maintain a list
of Technical Information Leaflets which
include Standard Minor Modifications.
These include the installation of
radio/intercom, transponder, strobe lights,
camera, GPS and auxiliary power socket
– just about everything you could wish
to fit to a trike, and yes, panniers as well.
I would urge everybody who is contemplating modifying their microlight
(in the UK, ultralights are known as
three-axis microlights), to visit the BMAA
(British Microlight Aircraft Association)
website and check out these Technical
Information Leaflets. By complying with
the scope and detail of these leaflets, you
would be maintaining the best possible
standard of modification to your aircraft.
Isn’t that what we all want?

Note: Lanyards on radio and GPS and correct labelling
and orientation of switches
Photo: Kevin MacNally

Go to [www.bmaa.org], select Tech
Talk, then Technical Information Leaflets
(TILs) or Standard Minor Modifications
from the list of documents.
Safe Flying.

Explorer LD

Powered Harness

www.airtimeproducts.com.au
info@airtimeproducts.com.au
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Product Review:
Seabreeze Sunnies
Photo: [www.seabreeze.com.au/]

Scott Barrett

T

hermal flying and looking at clouds
or soaring around, high above the surf,
I am looking at objects of interest on the
beach or under the water. Using Seabreeze sunnies, I can see through the
glare and sky, they keep the wind out of
my eyes at high speed, but how do they
compare to any number of other coollooking products on the market?
When I arrive at work in the morning,
I fire up the computer, have a look at
[seabreeze.com.au] and plan my day according to the weather forecast. The long range
forecast also helps to plan my week. It shows
forecast or current strength and direction
and variation over time. They also offer
a service to notify you of your favourite
weather conditions via your mobile (so the
wind is actually calling you to go flying).
Seabreeze also market two varieties
of sunnies made for water sports, welldrained, with no side entry for stray light,
fitted with side arms and an elasticised
strap. In grey tint only, they are available
with or without polarisation.
Two pairs arrived in a post pack.
Both have their own zippered hard case.
One pair is polarised, the other is not.
On first impressions:
•
•
•
•
•

they fit well
have good peripheral vision
no side light entry
they will never fall off
they look good, as far as such subjective
things go

On closer investigation, they have antiscratch and anti-fog coating and are available with or without a polarised coating.

The Test
I take the polarised pair out to the beach
for a fly. They are comfortable and I like
the ability to see into the water with the
polarised lens. At high speed my eyes are
protected from the airflow, no problem.
I’ve not noticed any tendency for fogging.
Some time later my wife spots the
glasses. “They’ll be perfect for jogging,”
she declares excitedly, not even an element
of question in her voice, “You have two
pairs, and you don’t like flying with polarised lenses because you can’t see the LCD
on the instruments.” So, exit stage left
one pair of Seabreeze sunnies to be used
on a fitness program. I’m left to test the
28 Soaring Australia

non-polarised set. It’s true, I prefer nonpolarised glasses when flying inland.
With polarised lenses, the colour or
tone of the sky changes and the instrumentation LCD appears or disappears
according to the orientation of the lens.
I don’t worry about instruments unless
I race, and I’d be happy flying with
polarised glasses on the coast.
I tried the glasses with my race helmet.
The helmet is a tight fit, close-fitting to my
cheeks and better suited to goggles and
these sunnies with arms were not suitable.
I went flying inland using a conventional helmet and Seabreeze sunnies and
found that cloud definition was good and
colour is not distorted, where some other
tints take a little time until your brain
adjusts and turns the colours right again
I went mountain biking and found I
liked the non-polarised glasses. They were
secure and comfortable.
I went swimming in rough surf and
found them to be well-drained and wellretained glasses that you will not loose in
the water (so long as you have the strap
adjusted correctly). They dry from saltwater
while retaining vision, without me feeling
like I needed to wipe or clean them. The
elasticised retention strap is what makes
them so well-suited to use in the water.
I went driving and found them more
susceptible to fogging when you’re confined in still air. More so than open-sided
glasses, but no more than with goggles.
There are two markets for glasses in
hang gliding – goggles or glasses with arms.
I love the rose tint goggles for racing,
partly due to the integration with my
tight fitting helmet.
The Seabreeze lenses are plastic and
consideration has been made for impact
protection, related to towing and faceplants.
The robust structure around the nose has
plenty of surface area and no sharp edges or
discontinuity. They have all of the features
you would find in a pair of safety glasses.
I prefer the polarised set of Seabreeze
sunnies for coastal flying and if you’re
going to get wet (hopefully only during
other sports), the polarised set of Seabreeze
sunnies fit the bill well. Non-polarised sunnies are good for inland use and are a good
all-round option that covers flying amongst

your adventure sports and retaining the
ability to read an LCD.
It turns out the glasses have a very
similar, if not identical mold, to the Blue Eye
Squid. The difference being that Seabreeze
offer a polarised or non-polarised lens and
Blue Eye Squid have only non-polarised,
but have tint and mirror options.

Polarised Or Non-polarised?
The water sports market uses polarised
glasses primarily to reduce glare off the
water. Water reflects light that is predominantly oriented in one plane. The
polarised lens, blocks light with that orientation selectively, crystalised structure that
operates like a light orientation filter. The
result is that you only see the light that’s
not reflected off the surface. It makes
for a large reduction in ‘glare’ when you
are out playing at the beach and without
the water surface glare, it helps you to
actually see into the water, unlike with
regular glasses that only have a tint.
An LCD by its nature reflects polarised
light as oriented by its crystal structure.
Polarised lenses oriented in the same
direction as the LCD will block the LCD
light so that it cannot be seen. If you
cannot see your LCD, tilt your head a bit
and it will all appear again.
If you play at the beach get polarised
glasses. If you are going inland, get
non-polarised ones. There are a number
of various tints promoted according to
individual tastes. A very good discussion
of sun glass technologies, tints and
the typical benefits of various colour
lenses can be found at [http://science.
howstuffworks.com/sunglass.htm].
For hang gliding I recommend the
following features: UV filter, good
peripheral vision, wind protection, low
light entry from around the side of the
lens, impact safety protection. The rest
is personal taste. There are not too many
glasses I have found that meet my criteria.

Goggles or glasses?
I use Seabreeze sunnies exclusively for my
coastal flying and mountain bike riding.
When flying inland I use rose tint Blue
Eye goggles principally for haze dome
definition and physical practicality
integrating with my race helmet.
April 2009
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Adam Webb

I

arrived at Benalla in December last year
for my first gliding competition – JoeyGlide
08 – after months of preparation
Arriving a few days before the official
practise day to get some practise in and
familiarise myself with the local area,
I managed a few good flights before
it was time for the real fun to start.
I launched on the practise day with
high hopes, only to be back on the ground
within 10 minutes for a relight, having
dumped all my water. With slightly less
optimism I took another launch, straight
into great climbs under some cu, so I shot
off downwind into the first sector, then
turned into wind for a reasonable leg to
the edge of the second sector.
However on turning back towards
Benalla the sky wasn’t quite what I had
launched into an hour or two ago and
with still close to 80km to go things
weren’t looking quite so good. I spent the
majority of the next leg between 3500ft
and 2500ft and having a good look at
some paddocks on the way. The sky was
looking worse than before and the wind
had picked up, but I made it into the
final sector at Glenrowan needing only
a 2000ft climb for a safe final glide into
Benalla, and time for a beer.

Col Vassarotti took this photo about noon on 10 January this
year at Temora. By some good fortune he managed to click
the shutter at just the right moment for the lightning. The
Puchacz and DG 303 are part of Canberra Gliding Club’s fleet
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[www.joeyglide.com.au]
It wasn’t to be
though; I spent what
felt like an eternity
scraping around
Glenrowan, finding
the odd climb week climb, but only being
drifted further away from the airfield. I
was on the verge of resigning myself to
an outlanding at Wangaratta airfield – at
least it would be a simple retrieve – when
five knots showed on the vario. Still being
drifted away, but climbing closer and
closer to a final glide it was finally on.
I headed off towards Benalla and, sure
enough, straight into sink. Before I knew
it I was picking a paddock and calling
for a retrieve, just 15km from the airfield.
The first competition day proved to
be a tricky one. Another AAT was set:
the first sector just south of the airfield
and then a track north back over Benalla.
I launched into some reasonable blue
climbs, but they seemed few and far
between. I flew a few kilometres into the
first sector and turned around, but having
had some scratchy moments already and
getting low, I landed back at Benalla, avoiding a repeat of the outlanding yesterday.
After landing I heard that there had
already been two outlandings, so despite
not making it around I was happy to be
back at the airfield without the assistance
of a trailer.
The second day looked much better
with five knots to nearly 7000ft to the
north-east predicted; again an AAT of
three hours duration was set. As, according to RASP, conditions were better further north I decided to push as far as
I dared into the Walbundrie sector, and
just nick the Yarrawonga sector on the
way back, making it nearly a straight outand-return. Conditions were reasonable
south of the NSW border, but I had one
worrying moment over Corowa, getting
down to 2000ft agl. However I scraped
back up and after that conditions were as
good, if not better than, forecast. I made
it to Walbundrie, and turned around
for home, clipping the final sector as
planned, and having a great final glide,
arriving home just 23 seconds early, with
a speed of 74km/h.
Tuesday was cancelled due to rain,
but Wednesday looked much better,
blue again, and a speed task was set. I
launched and had a few climbs, but they
didn’t seem as regular as Monday and it
took me a while to get a decent height
for a start. As a result I started late and
saw what looked like an awesome line

Adam Webb

of cu heading straight for the first turn
point; I could head to that and cruse
straight along it. Full of this idea, I flew
straight for it over what is left of Lake
Mokoan, only to find sink, and plenty
of it. Before I knew it I was sitting in a
field, barely halfway to the line of cu,
remembering that lakes are not normally
good for thermal sources, and clouds can
appear a lot closer than they are.
The fourth day dawned and it looked
to be a great day. A 300km speed task
was set, but later reduced to 200km when
some high cloud came in over the task
area. Climbs were good to 7500ft: some
marked by small cumulus, some in the
blue. I made it around the task at 95kph,
my best speed to date, only to find that
it was the slowest speed of the day.
Nathan ended up winning the day with
a speed of 121km/h.
Unfortunately the weather wiped
out the next two days, so that turned
out to be the last day of the competition,
leaving me in 12th place out of 14 overall,
but having learned a lot about flying,
competitions and having had a great week!
Thank you very much to the Aunts
and Uncles of the NSW Uncles Foundation,
for helping me by providing funds, without which I would not have been able to
take part in JoeyGlide 2008. Thank you
also to Heath L’Estrange and everyone
else involved in running the competition
and to Canberra Gliding Club and
everyone there for their assistance.

Due to the Club and Multi-class Nationals
being held in January 2010 the next
JoeyGlide will take place at Narromine
in December this year.
The proposed dates are Saturday
5 December to Saturday 12 December,
(practice day inclusive). It is hoped that
30 (plus) pilots will take part.
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Accidents And
Incidents
Kevin Olerhead, GFA Chief Technical Officer – Operations
Listed below are accidents and incidents
reported to have occurred from 1 January
to 1 December, 2008.
Two fatal accidents occurred in the
period with the loss of three lives.
In overall terms, reported accidents/
incidents during the period has
maintained a decline in the ratio of
serious accidents – minor accidents/
incidents, which has been evident in
recent years.
INCIDENTS

1 January – South Australia
Duo Discus: The glider launched with its tail dolly
attached and was recalled by the ground crew. The
pilot returned and landed wheel-up (main wheel).
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil
1 January – South Australia
LS 7: Wheel-up landing after returning from a crosscountry flight.
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil
16 February – Western Australia
DG 1000 and PA25 (tug): Landing conflict when the
aircraft were landing on reciprocal headings.
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil
16 March – Queensland
PA25 (tug)/Glider ASK 21: Loss of safe separation
at take-off brought about by the simultaneous
launching of the tug/glider combination and the self
launching glider during a competition.
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil
30 March – South Australia
Grob G109 (Motor Glider): Propeller damage
– suspected stone damage
Damage:
Minor
Injury:
Nil
4 May – Queensland
PA25 (tug)/Hornet and Kestrel 19: Near-miss. The
Hornet pilot had just released from tow when the
tug, Kestrel 19 and Hornet all took evasive action.
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil
21 June – NSW
Puchacz and tug/glider combination: The pilot of the
Puchacz successfully took evasive action after being
alerted by FLARM of a potential collision risk.
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil
9 August – Queensland
ASK 21 and motor glider: Powered sailplane tookoff while the K21 was landing. The K21 pilot took
evasive action.
Damage:
Nil
Injury:
Nil
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1 January – Queensland
Jantar 3: Wheel-up landing
Damage:
Minor
Injury:
Nil
2 January – Northern Territory
Std Cirrus: Glider struck a sign post while outlanding
on a road
Damage:
Significant
Injury:
Nil
26 January – Queensland
Hornet: Heavy landing when ‘outlanding’.
Damage:
Severe
Injury:
Serious
2 February – South Australia
H201B: Shortly after separation during a winch
launch the pilot aborted the launch due to
insufficient power and landed heavily while
attempting to avoid the inflated drogue chute.
Damage:
Significant
Injury:
Nil
29 February – Western Australia
LS8st: Heavy landing when ‘outlanding’.
Damage:
Significant
Injury:
Nil
2 March – Western Australia
Xiamango: Undercarriage collapsed after landing.
Damage:
Minor
Injury:
Nil
15 March – Queensland
LS1-F: Heavy landing when outlanding. The paddock
was rough and this may have contributed to the
damage sustained.
Damage:
Substantial
Injury:
Nil
22 March – Victoria
Janus B: Heavy landing and ground-loop after
a modified circuit.
Damage:
Severe
Injury:
Nil
5 April – Queensland (non-flying)
Blanik L13: Glider wing struck a fence post while
being car-towed on the airfield.
Damage:
Severe (probable write-off)
Injury:
Nil
21 April – South Australia
ASW 27: Bird strike.
Damage:
Minor to glider – bird severe
Injury:
Nil (pilot)
7 June – South Australia
Nimbus 4DM: Loss of directional control during the
take-off run. The glider ran off the strip and struck
a small tree.
Damage:
Significant
Injury:
Nil
29 June – NSW
ASH 25E: Engine fire during run-up while preparing
for take-off.
Damage:
Severe
Injury:
Nil
16 July – NSW
Blanik L13: Glider struck a power line while on final
for landing at the club airfield.

Damage:
Severe
Injury:
Serious
27 July – South Australia
ASK 21: Heavy landing on a training flight at the
club airfield.
Damage:
Minor
Injury:
Nil
5 August – Queensland
Slingsby T61: Aircraft struck a runway marker
following an aborted take-off due to loss of
directional control.
Damage:
Minor
Injury:
Nil
1 September – Queensland
SF 25c: Glider dived steeply into the ground from
approx 100ft agl while on final approach to land.
Damage:
Severe
Injury:
Fatal – two persons
19 September – Queensland
H 301 Libelle: The glider failed to return from a local
flight. The wreckage was found the next day and the
glider had apparently broken-up in flight.
Damage:
Severe
Injury:
Fatal
4 October – Queensland
LS8a: Heavy landing when outlanding
Damage:
Severe
Injury:
Serious
13 October – Queensland
LS8: Undercarriage collapsed during the ground roll
following an outlanding.
Damage:
Minor
Injury:
Nil
23 November – Queensland
Grob 109b: Undercarriage collapsed on landing.
Failure is believed to be due to a structural defect.
Damage:
Substantial
Injury:
Nil
Soaring Australia
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Jenne Goldsmith soars her Ka6

Photo: Rachel Westcott

O

n Thursday 8 January the AGM was
held immediately following the
morning briefing with all members
of the executive being re-elected
unopposed. The Bordertown–Keith Club’s
kind offer to host the Vintage Gliders
Australia National rally for 2010 was
accepted with much pleasure. The start
date for the 2010 rally was slipped back
to the start of the second week in January
(beginning 9 January) to allow the club’s
farming members time to get their
harvests in.
The day brought again a persistent
southerly wind, much stronger than one

At the wind-up dinner Leigh Bunting is presented with
the League 2 trophy by Ian Patching
Photo: Vintage Times
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Jenne Goldsmith

would expect from the synoptic charts,
which led one to expect a much lighter
easterly. Quite a few aircraft stayed in
their tie-downs, but those who decided
to battle the wind (only 10 of the 20plus aircraft attending the rally) were
rewarded with some good soaring, if
hampered distance-wise. Mal Bennett
flew 80km during two hours 12 minutes
in his self-built Super Woodstock VH-GFJ;
Erik Sherwin 70.376km approximately
in Ka6E VH-GGV during a flight of two
hours 22 minutes; and Dave Goldsmith
flew Ka6 VH-GNB 85km in three hours
and 20 minutes. Anthony Smith and
Justine Thompson showed just how well
a Bergfalke climbs by reaching the best
height for the day of 5700ft in their
Bergfalke IV VH-GZQ during a two hour
15-minute flight. The duration king of
the day was however, without peer, Neil
Hardiman with four hours 33 minutes in
his syndicate-owned (with Bob Hickman)
Boomerang VH-GQY.
On Friday 9 January winds were
light and, for a change, agreed with the
synoptic charts, now coming from the
ESE. Thermals to 4500ft to 5000ft were
expected. Those that got away early in
the day were much advantaged, as the
widespread cirrus present in the morning
thickened up quite dramatically as the
day moved on, covering nearly 8/8 of
the sky towards the end of the day. This
proved the undoing of Ian Patching flying
the Boomerang VH-GTR. After taking
the second launch of the day, he had a
good run out to Horsham and towards
Dadswell’s Bridge, but on the return
journey was forced to land at Kaniva
after five hours and three minutes in
the air. This was a great achievement in
these conditions and worthy of the first
outlanding of the rally.
Leigh Bunting took the first launch of
the day in his Grunau Baby and soared for
four hours and two minutes up to 5688ft.
An eye on the cirrus kept him closer to
home than he might usually have done, but
still he ventured 64km of distance flying.
Ted Bowden, in Boomerang VH-GDU,
headed NW up the railway line to Keith
for a 76km out-and-return flight. He

managed to negotiate the notorious
sinkhole around Wirrega that brought
five flights to an end during last year’s
rally but had a grindingly slow climb
away from a low point a bit further up
the line on the way back. Ted had a nice
paddock selected for an outlanding when
he contacted the weak whiff of lift over
it which kept him in the air, enabling him
to continue home.
Erik Sherwin, by the time he got
away, risked going no further than Nhill
and was one of the late ones returning to
the field, though still in time for dinner,
after covering 168km in three hours and
55 minutes.
Staying conservatively close to home,
but still managing to cover 90km, Bob
Hickman flew around a Bordertown
– Mundulla – Bordertown airfield triangle
three times in two hours four minutes in
his syndicate Boomerang VH-GQY.
The two Chiltern Olympias, VH-GLY
and VH-GFW (‘Yellow Witch‘) shared
the sky together, after taking successive
launches, for over two hours, flown by
their respective owners Diane Davey and
JR Marshall. It is worth mentioning, for
those who might not know, that both of
these Olympias have, in the past, flown
500km distance flights. VH-GLY flew from
Alice Springs, Northern Territory to Mt
Willoughby, South Australia with Ivan
‘Spooks’ Wiese at the controls, and the
‘Witch‘, with Keith Nolan driving, remains
the only Olympia in the world known
to have flown a 500km triangle. Keith’s
flight was conducted from Mildura,
Victoria. These aircraft are unique as
they are the only remaining airworthy
Olympias in the world to have been built
to Chilton Aircraft Company (CAC), United
Kingdom plans. CAC was taken over by
Elliots of Newbury-EoN, who made some
changes before factory producing the EoN
Olympia (the Australian Gliding Museum
has an example of one of these). It was
a real treat to see these rare old ladies
in the air together.
This day also saw the original of
another unique brace of aircraft present
at the rally take to the air. Steve Curtis,
after re-acquainting himself with winch
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launching in the Longwing Kookaburra
VH-GRN with Caleb White (immediately
followed up with a solo soaring flight
of an hour in VH-GRN to boot) took up
his Ted Pascoe-designed and built EP2
Super Goose VH-GXK. This delightfully
diminutive and cleanly streamlined aircraft of only 12m span first flew in 1972
and has an estimated glide ratio of about
32:1. Ted produced plans which made it
possible for a second Super Goose, IZZ,
now owned by Caleb White, to be built
by Alan Higgins. VH-IZZ first flew in 1979.
This rally was the first occasion on which
this sole pair of ‘Super Geese’ have ever
been seen on the same airfield together.
The last day of the rally, Saturday
10 January, was yet again another day
of good soaring. Again, over 50 hours
of flying were recorded on a light wind
blue day. It did not prove as good a day
as the previous Sunday, however. The
wind wafted from the south and the
temperature did not climb as high.
The Bordertown – Keith Club winch
and crew, headed by Bruce Gaskell,
faultlessly added another 35 launches
to their total for the week and Mike
‘Wombat’ Cleaver, after arriving the
previous afternoon, added five welcome
aerotows to the launch total for the day
with his Bellanca Scout.
The longest duration flights were
in the Ka6’s VH-GNB (four hours 12
minutes) and VH-HNA (four hours 30
minutes) flown by David Goldsmith and
John Mackley respectively on a shared
jaunt out to Nhill, environs, and back.
Erik Sherwin also went to Nhill, adding
another 168km to his total for the rally

(929km all told!!) in
his Ka6E VH-GGV. He
improved his time on the
same trip he had flown
the previous day by 42
minutes, this time making
it back in three hours
and 13 minutes.
Anthony Smith and
Justine Thompson were
up in the Bergfalke VHGZQ for three hours and
22 minutes with Justine
taking some more outstanding air-to-air shots
of the other vintage sailplanes with which they shared thermals.
David Howse had possibly the most
frustrating day with a couple of relights in
his Grunau Baby 4 VH-GHK before getting
away and leaving the field for a Silver C
distance flight attempt. The plan was to fly
to Nhill and land at the aerodrome there.
Lady Luck was not with him however.
Working against a slight headwind he
found himself having to choose a paddock
near Lillimur after travelling 35km in
one hour and 15 minutes. It was a good
paddock and the retrieve by wife Rosie,
with the able help of Stan Henderson and
Steve Curtis, went like clockwork, so there
was plenty for David to be pleased about
in the end. He still has the challenge of a
genuinely earned ‘sterling’ Silver C to look
forward to.
A further 16 flights of over an hour
and up to three hours were made in the
vintage sailplanes making it a fitting last
day for the rally. The weather had not
been record breaking at any time during
the rally, no gold height
days, no fluffy white
cumulus to conveniently
mark thermals, but no
days where the wind was
so strong that none of
the gliders could safely
fly and no days that were
uncomfortably hot. It was
a well satisfied bunch that,
after eight damage-free
soaring days in a row and
over 260 hours of flying,
de-rigged many of the
sailplanes and got ready
for the wind-up dinner.
All were very pleased
to see John Ingram, looking much better, and
Kevin Sedgeman, one
of the VGA founders,
looking remarkably fit
The Longwing Kookaburra two-seater soars over the Bordertown clubhouse

Erik Sherwin soars his Ka-6E at the Bordertown Vintage Rally
Photo Justine Thompson

for a guy who was undergoing an operation in an Adelaide hospital at the beginning of the rally, present at the dinner.
Some will move Heaven and Earth to
be there.

Annual Presentation Dinner
On the final Saturday evening the
spit roast was in action for the muchanticipated presentation dinner. Thanks
to the Bordertown Club for producing
a wonderful meal featuring a spit roast.
Peter Brookman, Markus Trnovsky, Brian
Gerhardy, Bruce Gaskell, G Mack, Bully
Steer, Nugget Ryan, Andrew Dinning
and Matt Duell worked tirelessly for
the week, running the club’s operations
and catering for the multitude. Another
wonderful Rally!
The formal part of the evening was
kicked off by VGA founding member
Kevin Sedgman, who made a presentation
to the present owner of the ‘Yellow
Witch‘, JR Marshall, of the comprehensive
two part epistle ‘The True Story of the
Yellow Witch‘, by Arthur Hardinge. Kevin
hopes the books will remain with future
owners of the ‘Yellow Witch‘, and JR
vowed to keep her flying!
Kevin then thanked Ged Terry for
his continued support of the annual
rally involving travel from the UK each
year. Ged responded by highlighting the
fraternity of vintage glider pilots around
the world. Unfortunately early January is
not a good time for Ken Ueyama to come
from Japan, so we hope the later dates
are better suited for Ken next year.

Awards
Mike ‘Rena’ Renahan was awarded the
‘Feathers’ encouragement trophy in
acknowledging his enthusiasm in flying
his new Boomerang at every opportunity.

Photo: Justine Thompson
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VGA Founding Member Kevin Sedgman
made a presentation
to the present owner
of the ‘Yellow Witch’,
JR Marshall, of the comprehensive two part epistle
‘The True Story of the Yellow Witch’, by Arthur Hardinge
Photo: Vintage Times

The ‘Concours d’Elegance’ award
went to Dennis Hipperson for his Ka-6E
VH-GEA, put back into the air in pristine
condition after many years of lying in the
back of a hangar, virtually written off
with severe damage.
The Geoff Gifford Trophy for the
longest handicap distance flight between
annual rallies went to Leigh Bunting for
his 114km flight in two hours 36 minutes
in his Grunau Baby 2.
The Best Two-seater award went to
Bruce Gaskell, carer of the Bordertown
winch, for a phenomenal performance
of 225 virtually trouble-free launches.
Well done! Both two-seaters present
had previously won this award.

Ian Patching presented the Renmark trophy for the
longest distance flight of the rally to David Goldsmith
Photo Vintage Times

John Mackley won the Best Singleseater trophy for his Ka6CR VH-HNA.
Dave Goldsmith won the Renmark Trophy
for the longest distance flight of the rally.

THE PASSIONATE LIFE OF A GLIDER PILOT
FRITZ ‘FRED’ FRIESS 1929  2009
Helga Friess (wife and best friend)

F

ritz’s love for gliding started as a 15-yearold boy, having his first taste sitting in
a Grunau school glider being pulled by
a bungee hardly lifting it off the ground.
From this point on his only dream was
to fly like the birds.
Times changed and due to World
War II Fritz had to flee East Prussia (now
Germany) eventually settling near the
West German/Swiss border. When I first
met Fritz in 1953 he constantly told me
this story of his first flight: “One day
I’ll fly a glider on my own,” he said. I
never forget the day he took me to an
aerobatic competition a few miles away
from our town. The whole day he sat on
the ground, full of enthusiasm, watching
each glider doing loops, flying upsidedown, swooshing just metres off the
ground. Walking home after dark Fritz,
still excited, talked about the day, reliving
each swoop and loop.
In 1958 we packed our bags and
migrated to Australia. With a wife and
two beautiful girls, Fritz worked hard
to put a roof over our heads, working
as a bricklayer in the hot Australian sun.
Working as a sub-contractor for Stock
& Holdings Fritz met the friendly Ken
Kitchen. Ken invited Fritz to come down
to Camden to have a look at what was
going on with the Southern Cross Gliding
Club. Ken then took Fritz up for a joy
flight, which changed his life forever.
On September 16, 1967 Fritz joined
the Southern Cross Gliding Club and spent
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every living moment on the field. In 1969,
one day after his birthday he flew solo
for the first time. We had never seen
him smile so broadly, but he admitted
even though it was exciting, he was
quite scared. From this point on nobody
could stop him, gliding was his life, which
also meant his family was to become his
ground crew.
His first taste of competition flying
was at the Narromine Nationals where
he was Fred Brown’s second-in-command,
in charge of marshalling. Nothing was
too much for him, neither heat nor dust,
Fritz was in the thick of things. With
competition now in his blood in 1971
he gained his Silver C. Normally pilots
would land straight after such a feat, but
not Fritz. After he reached his goal he
continued to fly for another five hours,
having the time of his life. After two
more days of six (plus) hour flights he also
achieved his Gold C.
In September 1971 he flew his first
flight in a Hall Cherokee II, which he
later purchased in a syndicate with Ken
Caldwell and Dieter Stuempfel. This
was followed by the purchase of a Long
Wing Kookaburra. In 1974 Fritz won
his first State Championship in Sports
Class. He followed this up with another
State Championships win in the late
70s. Although he won countless ‘daily
winner’ trophies, he just missed out on
the Nationals several times. In the 90s
Fritz purchased a Glasflugel Mosquito,

Fritz in the old days

but being a true glider pilot he chose not
to use the technology this glider brought
and used what he called ‘sniffing out the
lift’; using his knowledge and wisdom and
good old gut feeling to find the lift.
In 2003 Fritz formed cataracts and also
had a stroke, ending his piloting career.
In 2007 James, his grandson, purchased
the Hall Cherokee II off the remaining
syndicate members and brought the
trailer home. For months Fritz worked
daily on restoring the vintage glider,
dreaming, reliving the glory days as one
of the best glider pilots in Australia. In
2007 his long-time friend Eddy Pike took
him up for his last flight, in an ASW28 at
Camden Aerodrome; a moment he would
cherish forever. On 16 January 2009 Fritz
‘Fred’ Friess died peacefully in Windsor
hospital from a cancer-related incident.
I’d like to thank Soaring Australia,
the GFA, Southern Cross Gliding Club
and all of Fritz’s friends for making his life
a wonderful one; he died a very happy
man. James will complete the restoration
of the Hall Cherokee II as a tribute to
Fritz, which I’m sure you will all see at
Camden sometime soon. We hope there
are gliders in heaven!
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International Teams
Selected
Mike Maddocks – ITC Convener
AT THE SPORTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD IN FEBRUARY MIKE MADDOCKS ACCEPTED THE
POSITION OF CONVENER OF THE INTERNATIONAL TEAMS COMMITTEE ITC. THE SPORTS
COMMITTEE APPOINTED LISA TROTTER TO FILL THE VACATED POSITION OF CLUB CLASS
REPRESENTATIVE ON THE ITC UNTIL THE NEXT CLUB CLASS NATIONALS. THE OTHER MEMBER
OF THE ITC IS TONY TABART, REPRESENTING MULTICLASS.

Teams
Teams have been selected for the next
round of World championships.
The Junior World Championships are
to be held this year from 21 June to 5 July
at Rayskala, Finland. Andrew Maddocks
(Boonah) and Nathan Johnson (Wagga)
will be representing Australia. The web
sites for this competition are [http://
finland09.ausglidingteam.com] (blog);
[www.rayskala.com]; [www.jwgc2009.fi]
and [www.joeyglide.com.au].

The Women’s World Championships
are to be held this year from 25 July to 8
August at Szeged, Hungary. Jenny Thompson (Darling Downs) will be representing
Australia. The web site for this competition is [www.flatlandcup.hu/2009].
The Un-flapped championships will be
held at Prievidza, Slovakia from 3 July to
18 July 2010 with the Pre-world Championships to be held at the same site from
4 August to 15 August 2009. Representing
Australia in Standard Class is Tobi Geiger
(Gliding Club of Victoria), with Club Class
being represented by Mike Codling (Darling Downs) and Allan Barnes (Darling
Downs). Brendan English (Gliding Club
of Victoria) will also be joining the team,
unfunded, in the World Class (PW5).
The web site for this competition is
[www.wgc2010.sk].
The Flapped championships will be
held at Szeged, Hungary from 17 July to
1 August 2010, with the Pre-world Championships to be held at the same site from
9 August to 22 August 2009. Representing
Australia in 18m Class are Graham Parker
(Adelaide) and David Jansen (Kingaroy),
and 15m Class, Miles Gore-Brown (Kingaroy). Team captain is Greg Schmidt (Kingaroy). The web site for this competition is
[www.flatlandcup.hu].
There will be links on the GFA website
for Blogs and messages. Please support
our teams with messages while they are
away. Hopefully some of our competitors
will also carry SPOT for live tracking (links

David Jansen

will also be on the GFA website). At the
time of writing there is still a vacancy for
the team captain of the Un-flapped team.
Applications can be made to the ITC Convener, email <mike@maddogscomposites.
com.au>.
As not all team positions have been
taken up, the vacant positions – two
Open Class, one 15m Class and one Standard Class – will be offered after the next
Multi-class Nationals at Waikerie as per
the team selection guidelines. These
guidelines and the current pilot rankings
to be carried into these Nationals are
available on the GFA website.

Andrew Maddocks

April 2009
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CIVL Delegate Report
Heather Mull
PLENARY MEETING, HALL IN TIROL, AUSTRIA,
18 TO 22 FEBRUARY 2009.

C

IVL (Commission Internationale de
Vol Libre) is the FAI air sports commission which governs paragliding and
hang gliding activities. A delegate
from each member country of the FAI
may attend the annual CIVL Plenary meeting, where proposals are voted on. Throughout the year a board of officials elected at
the Plenary (usually delegates), communicate with working groups on upcoming
proposals and issues.
As the new Australian delegate I
attended the recent meeting in Austria.
I’ve also worked as a CIVL steward at
competitions since 1998.
The first two days were 9 am to 4pm
meetings of the various sub-committees
working on issues and making recommendations, which during the following two
hectic days all 28 delegates met to vote
on. Following is my plenary report on the
main outcomes, however, more details are
available at [www.fai.org/hang_gliding].
FAI Report: Max Bishop,
FAI Secretary General
•
•
•

•

Funding for WAG in Turin: Experiencing
some difficulties with full financing.
New members: Bahrain and Vietnam.
Centralised pilot database: Almost
ready. Sporting NACs must send details
of all licensed sporting members to
FAI, otherwise FAI sporting licences will
not be valid. All pilots competing in
FAI sanctioned events need one to be
eligible for WPRS points.
Anti-doping: FAI found to be noncompliant with the WADA (World
Anti-doping Agency) code, because
out of competition testing is not being
conducted. In future, FAI will have to
identify a number of pilots to be in a
registered testing pool. Those pilots will
have to give a daily schedule for a year,
indicating which one hour in each day
they would be available to be tested.
(Any volunteers out there?) No testing
means FAI status may be lost, which
could pose difficulties with funding and
where competitions are held. Competing
pilots – know which drugs/medications
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•

you are not allowed to take (see WADA
website). Special exemption for HG/PG
pilots – use of oxygen is allowed!
Safety: Deaths in the HG Europeans
(Greifenburg) and PG Worlds (Mexico)
and serious injuries highlight we all have
a ’collective responsibility’ to increase
safety.

Hang Gliding
Altitude limits: Much discussion on
whether altitude limits can be fairly
measured by GPS altitude given the
various instruments used and how they
measure altitude (OzReport has many
detailed articles on the problems).
Working group formed to investigate
all the issues including implications for
scoring and to make recommendations at
least one month before the HG Worlds in
Laragne, France, for best implementation.
Pitch Stability – Sprog settings: Very
serious discussion on the progress of how
best to incorporate sprog measurements
into the safety aspect of competitions.
Switzerland felt it was very important to
come away from the meeting with some
concrete decisions in light of the possible
role a low sprog setting may have played
in the death of Swiss pilot Richard Meier
in the last Europeans. Norway proposed
implementing penalties in June at the
HG Worlds in Laragne. A working group
was formed with clear questions to
address (such as how to get safe sprog
setting ranges for all the different glider
models and options, how measuring
will occur, what the penalties would be,
etc) and make recommendations within
two months from the Plenary meeting.
Manufacturers, pilots, and even the
FAI lawyer will be part of the working
group. This issue is very complex, but the
Plenary feeling was that a significant step
forward has now been made with the
formation of the working group.
World and Continental OLC Championship: Proposal by Dutch delegate for a
yearly competition. Supported in principle
– Koos de Keijzer to continue to develop
this idea.

Environment: Goals of this group are
to look at the potential impacts of flying
on the sites and surrounds and to raise
awareness of how to best manage them.
Group looking for more pilots interested
in being part of their working group.
Scoring Stopped Tasks: Lengthy
discussion on the scoring of stopped tasks
due to feeling that the current S7 ruling
of a necessary time of two hours or one
pilot at goal for a stopped task to be
scored was too long – especially in areas
where storms may be a problem. Finally
resulted in an approved proposal from
France of 1.5 hour or one pilot at goal
with a scoreback time equivalent to the
start gate intervals or 15 minutes in the
case of a single start time.
HG Bids: No bids received for 2011
Europeans HG Classes 2 & 5, & Women’s
Class 1. Four bids received for HG Worlds
Class 1. Australia – expertly presented
by Vicki Cain and Jon Durand Jnr; Italy
– Monte Cucco; Berlin – Germany; Kayseri
– Turkey. Went to four rounds of secret
votes with Australia leading Italy 13 to
12 in the third round. Australia narrowly
defeated 13 to 16 in the fourth round.
General feeling was pilots voted for competitions cheaper to get to, current poor
economic climate may have played a role
in Italy winning over Australia. Entry fee
will be €450 per pilot. The point was
made that pilots should contact their
delegates about what their priorities
regarding bids are – eg, entry cost or
quality of flying, etc, as many pilots are
wanting lower entry fees than in the past.
Paragliding
Proposal from Australia at the 2008
Plenary about having a separate Women’s
PG Worlds meet to be discussed and
reviewed in 2009 was withdrawn, as it
was proposed by the PG sub-committee
to first run a Cat 2 event and gauge the
feelings there to see if there is enough
support for a separate Women’s World
Championship.
Rules: Launching in Cat 1 events
– pilots re-launching will not take priority
over pilots who are still to launch.
Much discussion on team size and
scoring in that the current system does not
involve all team members, so is not seen to
be as sporting as it could be and currently
places too much pressure on the pilots
selected to score for the teams. The new
ruling proposed by Norway and approved
is that ‘the team score calculation is the
sum of the two best pilot scores from the
entire team on each task.’
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Scoring – on a clock start elapsed time
race when not all pilots can take the first
start time, (eg, because of small take-off),
to ensure that the task is fair for 2/3 of
the pilots the task may be run without
leading/departure points.
Pilots are not to receive speed points
if they don’t make goal which reduces
the need to have full accelerator close to
the ground.
Current World and Continental
champions (M & F) will now be allowed
a discretionary place to defend the title
if not selected by their country.
Safety – suggestion that entry pilot
numbers be reduced. Working group set
up with a primary aim to ensure paragliders in Cat 1 events have been tested to
a standard which ensures no hidden
flying dangers in the wing. Minimum
standards for helmets and harnesses will
also be investigated with manufacturer
input. Discussions included the fact that
some pilots are removing harness back
protection (??) to improve performance.
PG Bids: 2011 World PG Championships – three bids received, Italy, Spain,
Turkey. Results were Spain (Piedrahita)
– 19 votes, Italy – 2, Turkey – 8. It appears
that the Spanish competition will be run
by very experienced pilots, including Steve
Ham and Chris (Calvo) Burns. Dates are 2
to 16 July, entry fee €380 per pilot.
PG Accuracy bids – two bids received
with the Czech Republic winning over the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.
Joint PG/HG Matters
For the first time there was a joint meeting as well as separate meetings which
was effective when discussing issues
applying to both disciplines.
Entry to Cat 1 events discussed – one
of the finalised points was that if there
are places remaining once teams of up to
‚X’ have been entered, a further round or
rounds of allocations will occur – offered
in Nation WPRS order – until the maximum
entry is reached. If any round is incomplete, pilots selected in that round will not
be considered to be part of the National
team for scoring purposes (score as
individuals only). Nation WPRS rankings
currently decided on top four pilot
rankings of each country.
Pilots demonstrating poor or dangerous launch, flight or landing techniques
may be excluded from competitions
– agreement of competition and safety
directors with steward needed.
Finishing in the top 2/3 of a Women’s
Worlds meet in the three years before a
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Cat 1 event will also qualify women to
compete in that event.
Host Nation Team – teams based
on X+2 rule may not enter males as
substitutes for females.
Except for European Championships,
other continental championships may
be bid for in any convenient year in an
effort to increase the number of these
competitions.
Netherlands proposal of a guideline
to go into the Jury handbook stating
that in response to a protest requesting
a task to be invalidated, that this occur
only if there is no other means of fairly
compensating the affected pilots. This is
to prevent all invalidation requests being
granted as often invalidation is unfair to
the majority of pilots who flew the task.
Much discussion on the harshness of
the zero score on a first offence for proven
cloud flying, but this was ended as no
formal proposal had been written onto
the agenda which I personally felt was
the easy way out of a heated discussion.
Safety: New incident reporting forms
are being developed.
Helmet standards to be investigated
to prevent inadequate head protection
being worn.
Steward/Jury election for Cat 1 events:
A group of two HG and two PG pilots
was elected to recommend to the Bureau
which CIVL officials be sent to work at
competitions, to make the selection
process more transparent. Stewards will
also receive some payment from now on
(€50 per day) as a token for the usually
large amount of work they have to do
and to encourage potential stewards to
the role. The figure will be reviewed at
the 2010 Plenary and payments will come
from CIVL funds, not pilot entries.
Records
Addition to existing requirements that
‘free distance records must exceed the
corresponding pre-declared record by 1km.’
A proposal is tabled for the 2010
Plenary to allow the introduction of SMS
declarations for world record flights.
NAC’s are recommended to consider
adopting this procedure in the interim
for National records.
Pilots are not permitted to set continental records in continents other than
their own, in order to encourage pilots
in their own continents to try for records.
NAC’s are requested to submit
details of National records established in
their own continent by 1 April 2009 to
<records@fai.org> in order to establish
a baseline below which new continental

records cannot be set. The Bureau may
set a minimum level where no record for
a category exists.
Scoring
Early starts – no need to manually shift
pilot track logs if FS scoring system is
used, as it automatically takes care of it.
FS Scoring system is deemed well
trialled and acceptable to be used at
Cat 1 events.
There will be no new version of RACE.
WPRS to be improved with some alterations to the formula used to calculate
the rankings. The Participant Quality
and Pilot Points representation figures
will be altered. The Pq will compare the
top ranked pilots in the world with the
top half of the pilots in the competition
(instead of top 2/3). The effect will be
higher quality points for lower ranked
competitions (like Nationals). The
Pp proposal was to have the points
distributed by a curve. More details online!
New Sport
PG Speed Flying – PGs on speeding snow
skis! Dennis Pagen wants CIVL to consider taking this on as a discipline due
to already high media coverage and
sponsorship and it taking place during
winter. Swiss and French already familiar
with it – Swiss reported high accident
rate, French delegate said no problem
with proper safety regulations. Dennis
will investigate further.
Next Plenary
No bids for hosting the event, so it will
be in Lausanne, Switzerland, 18 to
21 February 2010.
For You – The Pilot
Throughout 2009, please pass on to the
competitions committee (of which I am
a member) proposals you think should
be considered at the 2010 Plenary and
where you would like to be flying in
future competition bids, in order for
me to be voting as effectively as possible
for Australian pilots.
Finally
It was difficult for me sitting still for so
long during meetings, but nice to have
little Jon and Vicki there to go out with
(to all the smoke-filled restaurants!) and
have some laughs. Of course Jonny won
over many Austrians with his infectious
humour and party style.
Also an unexpected surprise on the
flight home when one of the engines on
my plane played up so we had to divert
back to Bali where Malaysia Airlines had
to put us all up for the night in a posh
resort – there are definitely worse places
to be stranded!
Soaring Australia
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HGFA General Manager’s Report
Board Elections
Nominations will soon be called from
the membership for the upcoming Board
Elections, the successful candidates of
which will hold office from April 2010 to
April 2012.
The coming elections will be important for the HGFA for many reasons.
Those that take position in the next
Board will be faced with leading this
organisation forward into a changing
more demanding environment.
Unlike some believe, there can be no
return to what some call ‘the good old
days’ where they considered the HGFA
nothing more than a protection body
standing between pilot and regulator.
The sports organisations play a far greater
and diverse role nowadays.
Since their inception, the sport
aviation organisations have developed
into complex and respected bodies,
each demonstrating their right to selfadminister an aspect of aviation activity.
Under the new (yet to be legislated)
regulations of Parts 103 and 149, CASA
will devolve certain of its functions to the
sport aviation organisations, providing
them with greater autonomy.
While this is good and will offer some
greater flexibility in our activities, there
will also be a higher level of responsibility
for the organisation and its future board
members. That responsibility will need to
be met with dedication toward the trust
that CASA is placing in our hands.
The Board will be required to provide
sound management systems that not only
ensure clarity of the rules to members,
but also compliance strategies acceptable
to the regulator.
The accountability for all that happens (or didn’t happen) within the activities that the HGFA administers always
rests squarely with the Board. Those who
stand for election will need to recognise

One Tree Hill
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the changes in both the internal (members and associated aviation bodies) and
the external (Councils, Coronial recommendations, Laws and Claims) environments and determine the future role of
the HGFA in the world of Australian and
international sport aviation.
The challenges for the coming Board
will be significant, so those intending
to stand for election will need to
be committed in every aspect of the
organisation’s operations.
If you are up to the wider challenges
of Board responsibility, knowing that
there will be demands on your time and
energies, then now is the time to consider
your commitment to the sport.

Member Choice
While there will be some that stand
as nominees for the next board, it will
be up to members to vote them in.
Traditionally there has been a relatively poor turn-out in member voting
for Board elections. This is partly due
to the membership not knowing much
about those who are nominated and
partly due to the apathy of the membership in regard to selecting/voting for their
Board representatives.
The best way to get around both
these pitfalls is to promote a nominee in
your club, area, region or state. Nominate
and vote for someone you know, someone who can represent the common
interests in your locale.
It would be a great representative
board if members were nominated and
elected from each of the States and
Territories giving full coverage to the
general membership of the HGFA.
Whichever action you take, by voting
or not voting, you ultimately select the
board and give them rights to lead this
organisation. The right thing for you as
a member to do is to become interested

Photo: Brian Webb
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and get to know the nominees, at least
in terms of their overall fit for the direction of the HGFA.
Find out if you are voting on a member who leans toward self-interested
issues which they intend to attend to
or if they actually have a complete game
plan for the steering of the organisation.
Become interested enough to make your
vote count. Once that’s done, you can fly
easy, knowing you have put the HGFA
into the hands of representatives you are
comfortable with.

What Is Involved In Being
A Board Member?
So you’re thinking of putting your name
forward for Board nomination? There
are a few things you should know before
making that decision.
Board members are volunteers. There
is no direct financial reward for their
commitment to the organisation. The
most a Board member can expect is the
reasonable return of their out of pocket
expenses incurred while fulfilling their
elected roles.
The general work of a Board member
is determining the policy and directions
of the organisation. With the success
of achieving a Board position comes
responsibility and accountability, not only
to the membership, but also to the suite
of legal and fiduciary responsibilities
which are connected to the diverse roles
of this organisation.
You will be required to attend two
main meetings annually. There are usually only four or five meetings of the
Board over their time in office. There are
generally several hours of phone calls and
a great many hours on emails involved.
On average, an active Board member
could expect to commit five to 10 hours
monthly on correspondence and more if
they actually participate in Board projects.

NSW State competition, Day 3, Manilla east launch

Photo: William Olive
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Each new Board typically starts with
members who commit to these hours,
but few Boards ever finish their term with
the original (or even a full) contingent
of committee members.
The new Board will come into position in April with an initial meeting
during which a handover is provided
from the outgoing Board members. From
then the new Board commences its term
with a planning session which outlines
its intentions for the direction of the
organisation over the coming two years.
The role can be demanding and
rewarding. It will be up to you as a
successful nominee to determine the
success of your time on the Board.

Audit Of The HGFA
The HGFA performs certain functions
on behalf of CASA. Traditionally these
functions have been underwritten by
a Deed of Agreement. The HGFA receives
certain funding from CASA to perform
these functions. This Deed is about to
be replaced with a new approach from
CASA, based on the assessed risk of our
operations and administration processes.
The risk assessment will be conducted
by an independent company known as
Aerosafe. This company will interview,
review, audit processes and survey a section of the membership to ascertain what
actual risks are present in the organisation
of the HGFA and in the operations of its
members to establish a member culture.
Once our operations and administration are assessed, Areosafe will compare
the HGFA with other international organisations which conduct similar operations.
The result will be a profile of our sport
aviation sector submitted to CASA with
recommendations on what should be
improved and what funding is required
to assist those improvements.
CASA anticipates the new funding
agreements to be established by June
this year.
The audit by Aerosafe will have
already commenced by the time you are
reading this. You may receive a survey
form to participate in this audit. At the
time of writing this report, I am not sure
if the whole or part of the membership
is to be surveyed.

Worlds Bid 2011 Unsuccessful
– But What About 2013?
As many of you may know, a bid for the
next World Hang Gliding Championships
(2011) was placed before the FAI at the
recent CIVL plenary meeting in Austria.
April 2009

Three main bids
were being considered: Italy, Germany
and Australia.
The bid from
Australia was put
together and presented by the Team
at Moyes. The final
bid went 16 to 13
in favour of Italy.
This was a very positive result for
the Australian bid, considering it was
generated in a very short space of time
and was competing with sponsorship
promises from the Italian bid of €100 000.
The opportunity to return the championship to a foot-launch competition was
also a strongly felt reason for voting in
favour of Italy. However, we know the
challenge ahead, in terms of financial
support needed, and we have time to
achieve sponsorships for the next bid
challenge in 2012.
It will be up to the Boards and competition committee and pilots to support
a bid for 2013. Starting on it now would
likely see success, based on the recent
result at the CIVL Plenary.

Nominations For FAI Awards
Nominations are being called for FAI
recognition as part of the FAI Annual
Awards programme. Nominations will
close 28 April 2009. Nominations may
only be provided through the HGFA
to ASAC and then on to the FAI.
There are several awards which can
be presented to outstanding pilots or
contributors to the aviation community.
These can be found on the FAI website.
For members of the HGFA, the more likely
nominations will be toward the FAI Hang
Gliding Diploma and The Colibri Diploma.
The Hang Gliding Diploma may be
awarded every year to an individual who
is considered to have made an outstanding contribution to the development of
hang gliding by his or her initiative, work
or leadership in flight achievement.
The Colibri Diploma may be awarded
each year to an individual who has made
an outstanding contribution to the
development of microlight aircraft. Only
one Diploma shall be awarded annually.
If you have nominations for either
of these or other FAI awards, please send
the nominee’s name and reason for the
nomination to the General Manager prior
to 28 April 2009.

Online Member Services
Progress Update
Work on this project has been progressive
over the last month, following delays in
allocation of specialised consultants from
the software support to our membership
database system. While, at the time of
writing this report, we are still working
toward the final ‘knit’ of the online system, there is an expectation that the first
roll-out of this new service will be happening by the time you read this report.
The initial service will allow members
to log in to view and update their contact details, view their qualifications, view
membership billings and make payments
through the system to renew their membership, view and purchase merchandise,
view and register for listed events.
The Events module, which links in
with the online functionality, will become
one of our greater administration tools,
allowing members to list any kind of
HGFA event onto our website and thereby
giving other members the opportunity to
register and pay entry to the event.
Certain events will be awarded points
through another module known as
‘Continuing Education Units’. Members
attending these events will gain points
for completing these (such as parachute
repacks, BAK refreshers, Maintenance
Clinics, etc). These points will accumulate
to rewards which will ultimately reduce
the member’s membership renewal fee.
Once fully implemented, it is anticipated that intermediate and advanced
pilot certifications will eventually be
issued upon completion of the points
accumulated through the events module.
Safe Flying.

HGFA GE NER AL MANAGER

Chris Fogg
PO Box 258, Helensburgh NSW 2508
Ph/fax: 02 4294 9300, mob: 0417 766356
Email <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>
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Tango Tango
Photo: Justine Thompson
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Hot, Damned Hot
Ian Patching
THE LAST FOUR DAYS OF JANUARY  TEMPERATURES OVER 40ºC FOR THREE DAYS; HOT,
TOO HOT FOR ANYTHING REALLY; POWER FAILURES ALL AROUND, AND A SKY TO KILL FOR.

B

y Friday I’d had enough. Each
preceding day was going crazy
with cumulus with 12000ft bases
and just looking terrific. Ben and
I were doing vehicle things Wednesday
and Thursday and lamenting just how
good things were looking. Seeing what
was happening up north via the internet
made us even more frustrated.
Friday morning and the predictions
were just as good. Temperatures were
expected to hit 45ºC and I really just
resigned myself to staying home and
keeping cool. Ben continued to bait
me with text messages about how good
it would be and I honestly thought he
was talking about up north and for
Saturday’s predictions.
About 11am the power went off
so I went to town to get something and
looking west towards Bacchus Marsh
was just a sight to behold. To heck with
all this; a quick call to David Howse to
confirm a tug driver; back home to collect
the gear; call family and tell them that
I’m off. No idea what’s at Bacchus to fly,
everything is going to Horsham. Maybe
the Hornet is there, hopefully rigged.
By 11:30am I’m on the road.
Phone calls to Ben and Caleb confirmed my idea as being totally silly in
this weather but justifiable. Just driving
towards Bacchus was fun, the sky looked
great and the willy willies were like tornadoes. I went straight to the Hornet
trailer and it was in there! I really wasn’t
wishing to rig in 40ºC-plus temperatures. Discussion time needed with Dave
who suggested that we at least look in
the south hangar and see what’s there.
An ideas’ man is Dave. Joy upon joy,
there was the LS-3 and the Discus. Both
were crying out to me, FLY ME, FLY ME,
PLEASE. I gave the LS a pat and reminded
it of our wonderful 10-minute flight the
week before and set about getting the
Discus VH-VCS ready. No chance to use
water, I didn’t fancy a wet wing down
take-off, so it was a pretty easy preparation. A quick discussion with Dave and
April 2009

the intended flight plan was set as
Woorndoo to Warracknabeal A/F and
return: or at least something along those
lines. I have flown this track many times
so I didn’t even have the Melway’s map
with me. Dave went to DI the tug and by
1:30pm I was strapped in and ready to go.
Typically the airfield had a big blue
hole but there were plenty of willy willies
about so I released at 1500ft and immediately lost the climb, par for the course,
and slowly descended to about 1000ft
before things went green. It was hot and
I was sweating. Good steady lift to airspace and then I headed towards Anakie
where the cumuli were active.
It took a couple of thermals to get
in the clear of airspace, and abeam Lethbridge I was confident of going high.
For the next 15km I sampled plenty of air,
worked out my height band and pointed
the nose towards the southern end of
the Grampians.
I would love to tell you about the low
scrapes and some of the decisions that are
usually needed on a long flight but I’m
sorry I can’t. They just didn’t happen. The
flight went something like this. First leg
(approximately 140km), cruise between
12 000ft and 8000ft. I think I used four
thermals. I was pushing along, second
leg (200 odd km) a really picturesque leg
along the eastern side of the Grampians
past Ararat and over Stawell towards
Warracknabeal. Again, only three or
four thermals. Turning Warracknabeal I
took a climb to 12500ft and the sky was
just amazing. The instrument said I had
230km to Bacchus, so I pointed the nose
and went. Simple as that! Half way back
and down to 9000ft I took one last climb,
really just to see what cloudbase really
was (14000ft) and kept the nose pointed
towards home. I arrived at back at 7pm;
Ben, Caleb and Dave were there to help.
Just where can anyone get better crew?
The flight? A total of 565km at
105km/h. Not too bad for a dry Discus
and a conservative pilot!

Looking at the downloads, there were
some interesting points. I circled 22% of
the flight, used eight thermals on track,
and achieved a glide ratio of 53:1.
Wow, I don’t think I have had a
better flight out of Bacchus in all my
years. The day was fantastic, the glider
superb, my friends were so helpful and
the flying just out of sight. Really a flight
we all dream about: it will stay with me
for a long time. Best thing though was
just how cool it was up there, I didn’t
feel the heat at all!
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GFA Executive Officer’s Report
at Kingaroy and Benalla, the introduction
of the Glider Proficiency Certificate and
reports from the various sub-committees
were presented and considered.
Next Season’s Nationals
•
•
•
•

Sporting
WA State Coaching Week
WAGA hosted Ingo Renner as coach-inresidence in February. Over 50 members
attended an evening seminar at the WA
Department of Sport and Recreation
delivered by a panel of the leading crosscountry pilots in WA and Ingo.
WA’s State Coach Paul Rose coordinated a week’s flying following the seminar
for selected lucky pilots with Ingo at
Beverley in the DG1000, supplemented
by flights with some of the leading WA
coaches in Beverley’s ASK21. Expect some
follow-up articles in next month’s edition.
Sports’ Committee Meeting –
February 2009
This meeting was held in Sydney on the
14 and 15 February, and covered a wide
range of subjects on the Agenda. Some
of the main items were the National Coaching Panel Strategic Plan through to 2010,
input from the Nationals’ pilots’ meetings
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Club Class and Sports Class
Lake Keepit NSW, November 2009
29th Junior Nationals
Narromine NSW, December 2009
49th Multi-class Nationals
Waikerie SA, 4 to 15 January 2010
Tasman Trophy –Waikerie as above

International Teams
Mike Maddocks was voted to be chairman
of the International Teams Selection Committee, with the rest of the Committee
now being Tony Tabart and Lisa Trotter.
There have been some clarifications
of the pilots’ selection criteria and these
can be viewed on the GFA website at
[www.gfa.org.au/index.php?option=com
_content&task=view&id=484&Itemid=63].
See the article ‘International Teams
Selected’ by Mike Maddocks elsewhere
in this edition for the names of pilots who
have been selected to represent Australia
in various international competitions.
Congratulations to all those who have
been selected to represent Australia and
the best of luck in your preparation for
this undertaking.
Narromine 2012
Sports’ Committee Chairman Rob Moore
reports that Narromine’s bid for the
World Gliding Flapped Championships
is progressing well and was to be
presented to the FAI International Gliding
Committee in Lausanne on the 6 and 7
March. The main opposition was from
the American bid for Uvalde. Look for
the up-to-date news on the GFA home
page at [www.gfa.org.au].
Decentralised Competition
Two hundred and sixty three pilots have
taken part in this Competition so far
this season which ends in March.
The Competition runs through the
On-Line Contest (OLC) and results can
be viewed at [www.onlinecontest.org/
olc2.0/gliding/getScoring.html?scoringId
=1&today=&country=AU&subcountry=].
It is quite instructive to view some
of the top performers by downloading
their IGC files and viewing them on
SeeYou or similar analysis software.
Some superlative flights have been made
recently – congratulations to Ingo Renner
for a 970km flight in his unballasted
Discus out of Tocumwal; Terry Cubley
for another 1000km flight in his LS3
out of Gawler; Michael Sommer for two

• • • • • • • • •

consecutive 1000km in a Nimbus 3T out of
Benalla; and Greg Beecroft and Jim Howe
for the first WA two-seater 750km flight
in the Beverley DG1000. Our overseas
visitors at Corowa have been churning
out long flights: over 900 flights and over
500 000km, an outstanding effort.
See your State coach about how to
enter next year, there are categories for
all levels of experience and GFA subsidises
the entry fee.

National Disasters
Sympathy is wished to those members,
their families or friends who have suffered in the recent Victorian bushfires or
the Queensland floods. It was pleasing
to hear that the recent Horsham Week
raised a sizeable amount to contribute
to the bushfire appeal fund. Any member wishing to contribute to the victims
of the disasters can do so at [www.red
cross.org.au].

CASA
The Avsafety Seminars schedule for 2009
has been announced. These seminars
are recommended and consist of topics
of relevance to all pilots, coming to an
aero club near you. The schedule can
be viewed on the CASA website at
[http://casa.gov.au/seminars/avsafety.asp].

Executive Officer Contract
I have notified the GFA Executive that
at this time I do not intend to seek a
renewal of my contract in December 2009.
I interrupted my retirement to take on the
position, initially as a temporary measure,
to help out the Executive in administrative
and member communication, which I
hope members will think I have had some
success in achieving. After more than four
years, I think it is time to give someone
else a go in the position and resume my
retirement. I have enjoyed working with
the Board and the Executive, but my
reasons are mainly because I feel that the
position demands more than a part-time
occupant and would be better located
in the Melbourne office.
I have made recommendations to the
February Board meeting on the future
of the position after December, but it will
be up to them as to what the future job
specifications will be. I hope by giving long
term notice that there will be ample time
for GFA to find a suitable replacement.
Anyway, unless something happens
in the meantime, you will have my
monthly reports to you until the January
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2010 Magazine and I intend to keep
contributing to the sport in a lesser role.

Stop Press

Global Financial Crisis

•

The effects of the downturn are just
becoming evident in the last few months
with the global financial situation, some
bad weather and the national disasters.
A downturn has been experienced in
Air Experience Flights nationally of
over 20%. Fortunately, full membership
numbers have held up. Membership
statistics are available on the website
at [www.gfa.org.au/Docs/Development/
regions.xls].
The other major effect on GFA
is the downturn in interest rates. Our
cash reserves are earning around eight
percent at present, but will probably drop
down to around four percent interest
on renewal of the fixed interest deposits.
This obviously will have an impact on the
budget for the 2009-10 financial year.
By the time you read this, the GFA
Board will have met at the end of
February in Melbourne to consider this
and other matters at what will have been
a challenging meeting.
Minutes of the meeting should be
available on the GFA website, look on
the left hand menu under ‘GFA Information’, then ‘Documents’, then
‘Meeting Minutes’.
The April Executive meeting will
have to consider the up-to-date situation
and the Board’s budgetary guidelines in
setting the budget and membership fees
for 2009-10.

GLIDING FEDERATION
OF AUSTRALIA INC

Key points from the GFA February
Board meeting:

•

•

•

•

•

Board decided to limit 2009-10 GFA
fees and charges to rise no more than
four per cent from 1 May.
Projected income fall resulting from
economic downturn forecast to result
in a sizeable budget deficit 2009-10.
Board has decided to allow the Executive
to fund up to $90 000 deficit if required
from cash reserves for 2009-10 only.
An improved Safety Management
System to be implemented into GFA
by a Safety Committee headed by the
GFA President, Daryl Connell.
Glider Proficiency Certificate and
training materials to be introduced
during 2009.
Marketing and Development to
undertake an online Member Survey for
GFA Member feedback to the Board.

Keep Looking and Keep It Safe!

Airworthiness Inspection

FORM 2 AND C OF A NOTICE
■

A Form 2 inspection is due. $156* payment
is enclosed

■

The C of A requires renewal. $40* payment
is enclosed and the existing C of A document
is returned

■

Initial registration package is required.
$380* payment is enclosed
* Fees include GST

Payment method:

■

Cheque
■ Credit Card ■ Direct Deposit
For internet payments, deposit into:
BSB: 013-442 Account No: 304729562

A) DOCUMENTATION REQUEST
■
■

Please send me a transfer of ownership document
Please send me a change of registered
operator document

Aircraft Type ...............................................................................
Registration marks VH – ...........................................................
Address to which documents are to be sent is:

GFA E XEC UTIVE O FFICER

Name .........................................................................................

John Welsh
10 Merton Road, Roleystone WA 6111
Email: <EO@sec.gfa.org.au>
EO Blog now on the GFA website under ‘News’.
Mobile: 0417 945981 (Next G)

Address ......................................................................................
....................................................................................................
State......................................................Postcode.......................
Forward to: GFA Airworthiness Secretary,
Level 1/34 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062.
Email: <Airworthiness@sec.gfa.org.au>
Fax: 03 9303 7960

GFA Meetings
Contact your State Association and/or
your Regional Board Member to raise
any issues at the National level.
•
•
•

2 May 2009 Executive meeting
– to finalise the budget FY 2009-10
13 and 14 June 2009 Executive meeting
– to progress normal business
12 and 13 September 2009 AGM/ABM
(Annual Board Meeting) and Seminar –
Communication with members, overview
of progress in the previous year, appoint
GFA officers, plans for the FY 2010
–2011. To be hosted by NSW Gliding.

Peter Raphael of the Bendigo Gliding Club felt very patriotic when he flew his Woodstock on Australia Day
Photo Peter Raphael
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Contact Addresses
Southern Tablelands Gliding Club
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan NSW 2620,
02 62973504.
South West Slope Soaring P/L
181 Fishers La, Bendick Murrell NSW 2803,
0488 531216.
Sydney Gliding Incorporated
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570, 0412 145144.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666, 02 69772733.

G FA

Australian Gliding Museum
2 Bicton St, Mt Waverley VIC 3149,
03 98021098.
Gliding Queensland
C/- Treasurer, 67 Glenora St, Wynnum QLD
4178, 07 38348311, 0417 762621.
NSW Gliding Association
The Secretary, 44 Yanko Ave, Wentworth
Falls NSW 2782, 02 68892733, 02
68891250, Trs: 0407 459581.
South Australian Gliding Association
PO Box 65, Millicent SA 5280, 08 8733421,
0427 977218.
Victorian Soaring Association
4/139 Roberts St, Essendon VIC 3040,
03 83835340, 03 93355364.
Vintage Gliders Australia
22 Eyre St, Balwyn VIC 3103, 03 98175362.
WA Gliding Association Inc.
59 Wellington Pde, Yokine WA 6060,
08 93282511, 08 94449505.
NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA)
327 (Gliding) Flight, Australia
C/- R Sheehan, 176 Macquarie Grove Rd, Camden
NSW 2570, 0427 977127, 02 46553171.
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795,
02 63371180 (weekend), 0427 470001.
Canberra Gliding Club
GPO Box 1130, Canberra ACT 2601,
02 64523994, 0428 523994.
Central Coast Soaring Club
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250,
02 43639111, 02 43844074, 0412 844074.
Cudgegong Soaring Pty Ltd
C/- Matthews Folbigg, Level 7, 10-4 Smith
St, Parramatta NSW 2150, 02 96357966,
02 96357966.
Grafton Gliding Club
16 Fuller St, Mullaway NSW 2456,
02 66541638, 0403 088551.
Hunter Valley Gliding Club Co-op Ltd
PO Box 9, Newcastle NSW 2300,
02 95342884.
Lake Keepit Soaring Club
234 Keepit Dam Rd, Lake Keepit NSW 2340,
02 67697514.
Leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705, 02 69533825.
Narromine Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68892733, 0418 270182.
Orana Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68897373, 0418 270182.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base, Richmond NSW 2755,
02 45873214.
RAAF Williamtown Gliding Club
C/O Mr G R Lee, 10 Federation Dr, Medowie
NSW 2318, 02 49829334.
Scout Association NSW Gliding
C/- Bob G Balfour, 80 Malvern St, Panania
NSW 2213, 02 96951100.
Soar Narromine Pty Ltd
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68891856, 0419 992396.
Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570,
02 46558882, 0418 474636 (emergency).

Gliding Queensland
2 Wing AAFC School of Aviation Inc.
201 Squadron Air Force Cadets, PO Box 647
Archerfield QLD 4108, 07 33324851,
0415 150965.
Barambah District Gliding Club
2 Yellow Gully Rd, Wolvi QLD 4570,
07 54867247, 0412 719797.
Boonah Gliding Club Incorporated
164 Depot Rd, Boonah QLD 4310,
07 54632630, 0408 816164.
Bundaberg Gliding Incorporated
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670,
07 41579558, 0417 071157.
Byron Bay Gliding Inc
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield,
Tyagarah, NSW 2481, 0414 558794,
02 66844244, 0414 558794 .
Byron Bay Gliding PL
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, Tyagarah, NSW 2481, 02 66847572, 0423 787398.
Byron Gliding Club Incorporated
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481,
02 66847627.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510,
0418 713903.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700,
07 49331178.
Darling Downs Soaring Club
Level 1, 1 Swann Rd, Taringa QLD 4068,
07 46637140, 0409 507847.
Gympie Gliding Club
PO Box 217, Gympie QLD 4570, 07 54835380.
Kingaroy Soaring Club
PO Box 91, Kingaroy QLD 4610, 07 41622191,
0438 179163.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, 07 49973265,
0428 360144.
North Queensland Soaring Centre
PO Box 1743, Aitkenville QLD 4814,
0500 811011.
Pacific Soaring
PO Box 259, Caboolture QLD 4510,
07 54994997, 07 54994805.
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring
PO Box 144, Warwick QLD 4370, 07 38348311.
SA Gliding Association (SAGA)
Adelaide Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, 08 85221877.
Adelaide Uni Gliding Club Incorporated
Adelaide Uni Sports Assoc, The University of
Adelaide SA 5005, 08 88262203, 0412 870963.
Air Cadet Gliding Club
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108,
08 83805137, 0429 805137.
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Membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Normal
$200
$205
$204
$205
$205

Family
$160
$165
$164
$165
$165

Student membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Full
$122.50
$127.50
$126.50
$127.50
$127.50

Family
$82.50
$87.50
$86.50
$87.50
$87.50
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Short-term membership:1 Month* 3 Month*
NSW/QLD/VIC
$55
$70
South Australia
$64
$79
Western Australia
$65
$80
*Note: Once only purchase to Australian
residents, thereafter 12 months membership
to be purchased.
International postage for Soaring Australia
to be added to membership fees:
Zone
1
2
3
4
5

Country
New Zealand
Singapore
Japan, Hong Kong, India
USA, Canada, Middle East
UK, Europe, South
America, South Africa

Price
$50
$50
$50
$74
$74
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Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 0871,
08 89526384, 0417 530345.
Australian Junior Gliding Club
67A Balfour St, Nailsworth SA 5083,
0417 421650.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461, 08 88645062.
Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro SA 5356,
08 85640240, 0488 841373.
Bordertown Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268,
08 87521321, 0409 693027.
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280,
08 87333421, 0427 977218.
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1509, Victor Harbor SA 5211,
08 85543543, 0409 677677.
Northern Australian Gliding Club
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 0821,
08 89412512.
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341,
08 85951422, 0417 890215.
Scout Gliding Club
22 Burford Crescent, Redwood Park SA
5097, 08 82895085, 0418 815618.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 85412644.
Whyalla Gliding Club
PO Box 556, Whyalla SA 5600,
08 86452619, 0413 127825.
Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689.
Beaufort Gliding Club
41 Ruby St, Essendon VIC 3040,
03 93376095, 0421 803156 .
Bendigo Gliding Club
PO Box 846, Bendigo VIC 3550, 03 54423459.
Bothwell Gliding Club
PO Box 288, Sandy Bay TAS 7005, 03 62267615.
Cloud Riders Pty Ltd
C/- 18 Wyndham St, Werribee VIC 3030,
03 97413142, 0429 351234.
Corangamite Soaring Club
Kurweeton, Kurweeton Rd, Derrinallum
VIC 3325, 03 55939277.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340,
03 93385925, 0409 212527.
Gliding Club Of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3671, 03 57621058,
0429 950580.
Grampians Soaring Club
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 03 53525710,
0417 514438.
Horsham Flying Club
PO Box 158, Horsham VIC 3402, 03 53823491,
0427 315845.
Latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840,
03 51221081, 0407 839238.
Mangalore Gliding Club
PO Box 208 Nagambie VIC 3608,
03 57985512, 0428 635717.
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
Box 486, Mt Beauty VIC 3699,
02 60591417, 0402 075131.
Murray Border Flying Club Inc
PO Box 58, Tocumwal NSW 2714,
03 58831765, 0418 361415.
Murray Valley Soaring Club Ltd
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646, 02 60335036,
0400 244578.
Soaring Club Of Tasmania
34 Clinton Rd, Geilston Bay TAS 7015,
03 62437508.
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953, 0437 454986.
SportAviation Pty Ltd
Gate 10, Babingtons Rd, Tocumwal Airport,
Tocumwal NSW 2714, 03 58742734,
0427 534122.
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500,
03 50257335, 0448 293927.

Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah VIC 3594, 03 50376688.
Tumbarumba Gliding Club
C/- Judds Engineering P/L, PO Box 5283,
Wagga NSW 2650, 02 69251642, 0428 251642.
VMFG
GPO Box 1096, Melbourne VIC 3001,
0402 281928 or 03 98486473 (h).
Wagga Wagga Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 613, Wagga Marketplace, Wagga
Wagga NSW 2650, 0427 205624.
WA Gliding Association (WAGA)
716 Flight Australia Air Force Cadets
7 Wing HQ, RAAF Base Pearce Bullsbrook
WA 6084, 08 95717800.
Beverley Soaring Society
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304,
08 94595719, 0437 377744.
Gliding Club of Western Australia
PO Box 6231, East Perth WA 6892,
08 92212164, 0417 992806 (weekends).
Morawa Gliding Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, 08 99723022.
Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312,
08 98811795 (weekends), 0407 088314.
Stirlings Gliding Club
C/- Peter Hardy-Atkins, 8 Parker St, Lockyer,
Albany WA 6330, 08 98428816, 0408 842616.
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All correspondence, including changes
of address, membership renewals, short
term memberships, rating forms and
other administrative matters should
be sent to:
HGFA National Office
4a-60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, ph: 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177,
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].
HGFA General Manager
Chris Fogg, PO Box 258, Helensburgh
NSW 2508, ph/fax 02 4294 9300, 0417
766356, <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>.
Information about site ratings, sites and
other local matters, contact the appropriate
State associations, region or club.
Board Members 2008 to 2010
Pres: Javier Alvarez <president@hgfa.asn.
au>, 0418 116681, PO Box 341 Ourimbah
NSW 2258.
Sec: Paul Coffey <Paul.Coffey@hgfa.asn.
au>, 0428 504285, 25 Taylor St, Eaton
WA 6232.
Trs: Mark Mitsos <Mark.Mitsos@hgfa.
asn.au>, 0408 864083, 22 Longview Cr,
Stanwell Tops NSW 2508.
Board Members:
Don Cramer <Don.Cramer@hgfa.asn.
au>, PO Box 107, 0409 699115, Dalby
QLD 4405.
Bill Moyes <Bill.Moyes@hgfa.asn.au>,
0428 668889, 1144 Botany Road, Botany
NSW 2019.
Brian Webb <Brian.Webb@hgfa.asn.au>,
PO Box 238, Bright VIC 3741, 03 57551753,
03 94121791, 0417 530972.
Geoffrey White <Geoff.White@hgfa.asn.
au>, 0437 073400, 32 matta Dr, Churchill
VIC 3842.
Stephen Clark <stephenmclark@iprimus.
com.au>, 0419 997550, 9 Dale Crs, Mt
Stuart TAS 7000.
States & Regions
ACTHPA
LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT 0200;
[www.acthpa.org]. Pres: Barry Oliver
0407 825819, <Barry.Oliver@anu.edu.
au>;Trs: Geoff Robertson 0429 843417,
<geoffrobertson@grapevine.com.au>;
Sec: Alistair Dickie 0404 023359,
<Alnrelly@alistairdickie.com>;Meetings:
1st Thu/month 7.30pm Yamba Sports Club.
Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Rod Merigan 0439
967971, <rmerigan@q-net.net.au>;V-Pres:
Gavin Nichols 0417 690386, <gknichol@
tpg.com.au>;Sec: Mirek Generowicz 0427
778280, <mgenerow@optusnet.com.au>;
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Trs: Colin Brown 0407 700378, <cobrown@
bigpond.com>.
NSW HG and PG Association
PO Box 341, Ourimbah NSW 2258, [www.
nswhpa.org]. Pres: Javier Alvarez 0418
116681, <president@nswhpa.org>;V-Pres:
Nir Eshed 0423 422494, <vice-president@
nswhpa.org>;Sec: Paul Cox 0421 072897,
<coxy@ccparagliding.com.au>;Trs: John Selby
0414 218391, <treasurer@nswhpa.org>.
North Queensland HG Association
PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob Hayes
0438 710882 <rohayes@optusnet.com.au>;VPres: John Creswell 0400 122261;Sec/Trs: Tracey
Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881, 0418
963796 <info@azurephotography.com.au>.
Queensland HG Association
Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra
QLD 4275 07 38448566.
South Australian HG Association
c/o PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA
5000. All email: <sahga.exec@gmail.com>.
Pres: Stuart McClure 0428 100796, Sec/Trs:
Rob Woodward 0408 808436;SSO: Martin
Sielaff 0408 834621., ph: 08 84101391,
fax: 08 82117115;Pres: Stuart McClure
08 82973452 (h), <stuart.mcclure@csiro.
au>;Sec: Mark Tyminski 0411 414 816,
<marknjan@senet.com.au>;Trs: Robert Woodward 08 82977532 (h), <rob_woodward@
ultimatepositioning.com>.
Tasmanian HG & PG Association
[www.thpa.net]. Pres: Boris Marold (Launceston HG pilot), 0407 564422, <president@
thpa.net>;Sec/Trs: Stephen Clark (Hobart HG
pilot), 0419 997550, <secretary@thpa.net>.
Northern TAS info: Richard Long (Burnie PG
pilot), 0438 593998, <northern@thpa.net>.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au/]. Pres: Martin Halford <president@
vhpa.org.au>, 0434 427500;Sec: Andrew
Medew <Secretary@vhpa.org.au>;Trs:
Peter Allen <treasurer@vhpa.org.au>;SO:
Hamish Barker;Site Development: Mark Pike;
Committee Members: Jan Bennewitz, Glenn
Bachelor, Kevin Grosser, Rob Parker;Web:
Cindi & Jan Bennewitz.
Clubs
NATIONAL
The Pico Club Incorporated
62 Anderson Street, East Geelong VIC 3219
Pres: Jos Weemaes 02 60265658, <jweemaes
@bordernet.com.au>;Sec: Andrew McCarthy
0438 062596, <amccart4@tpg.com.au>.
NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[www.bmhgc.org.au]. Pres: Andy McMurray
(PG) 02 47875616, 0428 866737, <andyona
laya@yahoo.com.au>;V-Pres: Gregor Forbes
(HG) 0421 376680, <gregor_forbes@aapt.net.
au>;Sec: Andrew Paterson (HG) 02 96395461,
0425 305984, <paterson.andrew@bigpond.
com>;Trs/SSO: Allan Bush (HG) 02 47738037,
0407 814524, <allanandbeth@bigpond.com>;
SSO: Paul Hunt (HG) 0404 851876, <huntp@
ozemail.com.au>;Comp Dir: Mark Stewart
(PG) 47871357, 0416 394289, <artik_mark@
yahoo.com.au>;Ed: Hossain Tefaili (HG) 0410
529675, <htefaili@yahoo.com>;Comp: Last
Sun/Month, meet outside Ivanhoe Hotel,
Blackheath. Meetings: Contact Committee.
Central Coast Sky Surfers
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres/SO: Javier
Alvarez 0418 116 681 <javieralvarez@y7mail.
com>;V-Pres: Jeff Terry 0416 291545 <jeff@
survivalsolutions.com.au>;Sec: Julie Terry 0411
567825, <julie@survivalsolutions.com.au>;
Trs: Paul Cox 0417 355897, <coxy@ccpara
gliding.com.au>, SSOs: Maderson Ford 0416
002244;Paul Cox 0417 355897;Tony Barton
0412 607815. Meetings: 1st Thu/month,
7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>;Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746,
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>;Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444;SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.
Hunter Skysailors Paragliding Club
Pres: A Edwards 0411 636761 <anthony
bedwards@optusnet.com.au;V-Pres: Neil
Bright <tojofly@iprimus.com.au>;SSO:
James Thompson 0418 686199, <james.b.t@
hunterlink.net.au>. Meetings: last Tue/month
7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.
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Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1@
bigpond.com>;Sec: John Parsons;SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.
Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc];Pres: James
Ryrie 02 62359120, <rymicalago@netspeed.
com.au>;V-Pres: Andy Abbott 0419 897005,
<andy@ali-oup.com>;Sec: Mark Mourant
02 48464144, <talect@ispdr.net.au>.
Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness
02 67856545, <skygodfrey@aol.com>, V-Pres:
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.com>,
Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmail.com>, SSO
(HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484 <patrick.
lenders@gmail.com>, SSO (WM): Willi Ewig
02 67697771 <skyranch@gmx.net>.
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597;SSO: Lee
Scott 0429 844961.
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292;[www.
nhgc.asn.au], <fly@nhgc.asn.au>. Pres:
Stuart Coad <president@nhgc.asn.au> 0408
524862;V-Pres: Matt Olive 02 49436791;Sec/
Comp Director: Simon Plint 0407 613701,
<SimonPlint@newcastle.edu.au>;Trs: Monica
Barrett 0425 847207;SOs: Coastal – Tony
Barton 0412 607815, Inland – Scott Barrett
0425 847208, John O’Donohue 02 49549084,
PG – James Thompson 02 49468680;Newsletter: David Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month
7:30pm South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn
St, Merewether.
Northern Beaches HG Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103. Pres:
Peter Rundle <sf27mz@gmail.com>;
V-Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616,
<nbf@whirlwind.com.au>;Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696677, <dalexander@med.
usyd.edu.au>;CEO: Jude Ho <heyjudeho@
bigpond.com>;Trs: Steve Nagle <steve.
nagle@gmail.com>;Committee: Rohan
Taylor <rohantaylor@yahoo.com>, Graeme
Cran <crannie@ccparagliding.com.au>.
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481;[www.
nrhgpgc.org]. Pres: Cedar Anderson 0429
070380 <cedar@poliglide.com>;V-Pres: Brian
Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@optusnet.
com.au>;Sec: Maureen McEneaney 0413
166548 <maureen_mceneaney@yahoo.com>;
Trs: Paul Gray <paraluap@hotmail.com>;
SSO (PG): Lindsay Wooten <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>, 0427 210993;SSO (HG):
Andrew Polidano. Meetings: 2nd Wed/month,
7pm, Byron Services Club.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508;Pres:
Peter Wennersten 0414 333393, <president
@flystanwell.com>;Sec: Nir Eshed <member
ship@flystanwell.com>;Trs: Adrian Le Gras
0400 002281, <treasurer@flystanwell.com>;
M/ship: Robert Seckold <membership@
flystanwell.com>;SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408
864083, <SSO@flystanwell.com>.
Sydney Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Peter Dower 0413 484471, <peter.
dower@campbelltown.nsw.gov.au>;Trs:
John Selby 02 93447932, <johnselby@idx.
com.au>;Sec: Susanne Liersch 0403 062625,
<Susanne.Liersch@AOA.NESTLE.COM>;
SO: Doug Dole, Bruce Wynne;SSO: Ken
Stothard. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, 7:30pm
Endeavour Hotel, Botany.
NORTHERN TERRITORY
Alice Springs HG and PG Club
Pres: Brett Lewis 0418 890033, <freelance@
octa4.net.au>;Vice-Pres: Ricky Jones 0406
098354, <redcentreparagliding@yahoo.com>.
Please contact for paramotoring, PG ridge
soaring and thermal flying.
QUEENSLAND
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>;Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254,
<crezzi@lineone.net>;SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 6468, Cairns QLD 4870. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <rohayes@optusnet.com.
au>;V-Pres/SO: Brett Collier 0431 151150
<brettcollier@bigpond.com>;Sec: Lance

ALL CLUBS PLEASE CHECK DETAILS IN THIS SECTION CAREFULLY
Could all Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details of their Executive
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attention is directed to the listing of
SSOs and SOs for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior SOs and SOs confirm
ALL SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that
those holding these appointments have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive
notices and correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to be
endorsed by Clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if confirmation
is not received, those listed in the Database where no current forms or confirmation is held,
the appointment will be taken as having expired.
General Manager, HGFA
Keough, 31 Holm St, Atherton QLD 4883,
07 40912117;Trs: Nev Akers 07 40532586.
Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275;[www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Raef Mackay 0408 994104
<president@chgc.asn.au>;V-Pres: Martin
Bennett <vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>;Sec:
Dirk Barber;Trs: Enda Murphy <treasurer@
chgc.asn.au>;Sec/Ed: Cameron McNeill 0419
706326, <secretary@chgc.asn.au>;Gen-Exec:
Greg Hollands <gem@chgc.asn.au>;SSO PG:
Phil Hystek 07 55434000 (h), 0418 155317
<sso@chgc.asn.au>;SSO HG: Lee Patterson
0417 025732 <sso@chgc.asn.au>.
Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
‘The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>;Sec:
James Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.
edu.au>;Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699,
<jaw12@bigpond.com>;Events: Jon Wall
0427 177237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.
telstra.com>;SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187,
07 49387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry
07 49922865, <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.
Conondale Cross-Country Flyers Inc.
[www.entrypoint.to/conondale-x-countryflyers]. Pres: Carl Forster 0411 135753;
Sec: Denis Davis 0428 130375;Trs: Steve
Stocker 0411 226733;SSO (PG/PPG) Graham
Sutherland 0429 935882, (MHG) Frank
Fontaine 0408 556113.
Dalby Hang Gliding Club
17 Mizzen St, Manly West QLD 4179. Pres:
Daron ‘Boof’ Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@
aclad.com.au>;V-Pres: Nick Purcell 0414
779191, <n.purcell@optusnet.com.au>;
Sec/Trs: Annie Crerar 0418 711821, <annie.
bruce@bigpond.com>;SSO: Jason ‘Yoda’ Reid
0424 293922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>.
Fly Killarney Inc.
PO Box 70, Killarney QLD 4373. Pres: Andrew
Horchner 0427 807516;V-Pres: Sonya
Fardell 0415 156256;PR/Site contact: Wendy
Mugridge 0418 807516.
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 07 5455 4661;V-Pres
& SSO (HG): David Cookman 0427 498753;
V-Pres (PG): Tex Beck 0407 238017;Trs:
Gary Allen 0417 756878;Sec: Janine Krauchi
0438 701220;(HG): David Cookman 0427
498573, 07 54498573;SSO (PG): JeanLuc Lejaille 0418 754157, 07 54863048 &
Jonathan Allen 0438 107518, 07 54748169.
Wicked Wings Club
Toowoomba & District PG/HG Club Inc, 190
Drayton St, Laidley QLD 4341. Pres: Peter
Schwenderling 0427 461347 <swendo1@big
pond.net.au>;Trs: Richard Cook 0427 805960
<richardtc@aapt.net.au>;Sec: Troy Litzow
0448 456607 <troylitzow@optusnet.com.au>.
Whitsundays HG Club
Contact: Henryk Wojcik 07 49550253 (h),
0403 715962, <hmwoj53@bigpond.net.au>;
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.
TASMANIA
Tasmanian HG&PG Ass. (see States & Regions)
VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>;Pres: Dale
Appleton 0408 382635;SSO: Rob van der
Klooster 0408 335559. Meetings: 1st Fri/
month, venue see [www.hgfa.asn.au/~dyna].
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Gabriel Toniolo 0407
544511, <gabriel.toniolo@hotmail.com>;
Sec: Andrew Medew 0425 702957, <hang_
gliding@iprimus.com.au>;SSO: Peter Holloway
0409 526 805, <info@freedomairsports.com.
au>. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, 7:30pm at
Station 59, 59 Church St, Richmond.
North East Victorian Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Karl Texler 0428 385144, <president@
nevhgc.net>;Sec: William Brooks 0409
411791, <secretary@nevhgc.net>;Trs: Tony
Kenney 0412 238039, <treasurer@nevhgc.
net>;M/ship: Rod Oldfield 0412 922669,

<membership@nevhgc.net>;SSO/Comps:
Karl Texler 0428 385144, <brightvt@netc.net.
au>;SSO/Comms: Brian Webb 0417 530972;
Meetings: [www.hgfa.asn.au/~nevhgc/].
Sky High Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org];Pres: Rob Parker
0415 316861,<president@skyhighparagliding.
org>;V-Pres: Martin Halford 0425 816852, <vp
@skyhighparagliding.org>;Trs: Peter Allen 0412
238567, <tres@skyhighparagliding.org>;Sec:
Julie Sheard 0425 717944, <sec@skyhighpara
gliding.org>;Membership: Col Hjortshoj;Merchandise: Lauren O’Loughlin;Nov Rep: Nelson Li
<nov@skyhighparagliding.org>;Web: Peter
Broughton <wm@skyhighparagliding.org>;
Safety: Carolyn Dennis <safety@skyhighpara
gliding.org>;Committee: Loz Pozzani. Meetings:
1st Wed/month 8pm Retreat Hotel, 226
Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
Southern Microlight Club
[http://home.vicnet.net.au/~stclub/]. Pres:
Mark Andrews 03 95988708 (h), < mark079@
optusnet.com.au>;V-Pres: Mark Howard 03
9751 1480 (h);Sec: David Jacka 03 94866996
(h), 0409 866996. Newsletter: Carl Dillon
<carldillon@optusnet.com.au>. Meetings:
2nd Tue/month 8pm Manning-ham Club, 1
Thompsons Rd, Bulleen.
Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.WVHGC.
com]. Pres: Phillip Campbell 0419 302850,
<campbell.p@giant.net.au>;V-Pres: Andrew
Stevens 0418 147888, <andrew.stevens@
frankston.vic.gov.au>;Sec: Mark O’Keefe 0412
473724, <mark_okeefe@mac.com>;Trs:
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860, <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>;Site Development
Officers: Jon Merli, Greg Begelhole, Bruce
Atkinson, Drew Christian;Newsletter: Andrew
Stevens. Meetings: 1st Wed/month at Richard’s
place, Glenroy.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany HG & PG Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;Sec: John
Middleweek 08 98412096, fax: 08 98412096.
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 6051.
Pres: Mike Annear 0400 775173 <mike@
mikeannear.com>;V-Pres: Eric Metrot 0407
003059¬†<tromes@bigpond.com>;Trs: Colin
Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.
com>;Sec: Joe Bosworth 0412 939290
<dover@arach.net.au>;Committee: Shelly
Heinrich 0428 935462 <shellheinrich@hotmail.
com>, Rod Merigan 0439 967971 <rmerigan@
q-net.net.au>, Clive Salvidge 0402 240038
<clive@iinet.net.au>, Julien Menager 0423
829346 <Julien.me@gmail.com>;SOs: John
Carman, Nigel Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild.
Meetings: Last Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne
Park Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.
Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Kalgoorlie:
Pres/SSO: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.
net.au>, 08 90215771;Trs/SO: Richard Breyley
<richard.breyley@kbrl.com.au>, 0417 986896;
Sec: Antony Corbett <antony.corbett@rapallo.
com.au> 0439 943841. Perth: SSO: Mark Stokoe
<Mark.Stokoe@health.wa.gov.au> 0414 932461.
Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillfly@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick Williams
0427 057961;Sec/SSO: Gary Bennet 0412
611680;SSO: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386,
Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, Dave Longman
08 93859469. Meetings held on site during
club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.
Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362;V-Pres: Keith
Mell 08 97971269;Sec: Paul Coffey 0428
504285;CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 949004.
Western Soarers
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box 483, Mt
Hawthorn WA 6915. Pres: Michael Duffy
<lehanggliding@gmail.com>;V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jason.kath@yahoo.com.au>;Sec/Trs:
Mirek Generowicz 0427 778280, <mgenerow@
optusnet.com.au>;SSOs: Shaun Wallace, Gavin
Nicholls, Matty Coull, Rick Williams, Michael
Duffy. Meetings: See [http://au.groups.yahoo.
com/group/western_soarers/].
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G FA
NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTISERS
All advertisements and payment can be sent to:
The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising
Level 1/34 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062.
Ph: 03 9303 7805, Fax: 03 9303 7960
Email: <Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au>
Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution
(300dpi at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats.
Photographs may be provided in either photo print
or slides. Low resolution digitals are not suitable.
Photographs, slides or disks may be returned. Please
include a self-addressed and stamped envelope
for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or
credit card). Don’t forget Classifieds deadline is the
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence.

Single-seater Sailplanes
ASW 15 VH-GYU, approximately 3600 hrs for 3100
launches. Enclosed trailer & tow-out gear. Basic
instruments plus 360ch Dittel radio, boom mic, Aerograph barograph & Zander SR820 glide computer,
$13000 ono. Ph: 08 82887881 or 0448 676499.
Club Libelle VH-GJK for sale at Boonah, QLD.
Good trailer. Always hangared. New tinted canopy.
Basic instruments & Microair radio. Current
Form 2. $13500. Ph: Rob Izatt 0408 016164 or
<boonahgliding@bigpond.com>.
HPH 304 Shark 18m Class Sailplane. Competition ready. Cobra trailer. Factory extras. Jet version
also available by order. Ph: Australian agent Andrew
Georgeson 0438 021419.
Junior 51-1 VH-XOJ, 2688 hrs. Cambridge electric
& PZL mechanical vario. Geneva 100ch radio, 2688
hrs, 2284 launches inspection. Very good condition,
$18500. Ph: 03 95214942.
Kestrel 19m, 44:1 (wet), 43:1 (dry), only three
prior owners, 2257 hrs, 598 landings, excellent
appearance, new National 425 parachute, nice
factory-build FRP trailer, hangar at Beverley airfield
included, complete tow-out set, tail chute, fully
flapped, new battery, new Borgelt B400, new
Garmin GPS 60, recently overhauled, AH, oxygen
system with panel-mounted bottle pressure, fully
Mylar sealed, fresh Form 2, 70-litre water capacity,
watering equipment, full covers set, $31000 ono.
Ph: Paul 0427 345560.
LS8-18 – the best LS8 in the country is for sale.
Fully equipped, & optioned inclusive of full set of
waterproof Xandia covers. Poly finish factory profiled
wings. Cobra XLR trailer. Glider available after the
Benalla Nationals. $145000. Ph: Miles Gore-Brown
07 55789904 or <mgbsia@pacific.net.sg>.
LS6 VH-XJS, 1986, Komet trailer, Cambridge logger,
tow-out gear, tail tank, Flarm, half share based
Temora, NSW, in a rented concrete floor hangar,
$35000. Whole glider fly away $70000. Ph: Andrew
Ward 0409 829895, 02 62622426 or <ward-ly@
actewagl.net.au>.
Mosquito FQO, for sale due to fleet consolidation
by the Gliding Club of Victoria. Ideal for Club Class
with performance near peak of handicap range.
Libelle feel/Discus performance, but with flaps.
A bargain for a private owner or small syndicate.
Needs some TLC. Repainted in Australian gelcoat.
Form 2 & 7000-hr life-extension inspection
completed 6/08. Microair 720ch radio. Hull & basic
instruments. Glides & thermals well. Come & try &
you will buy! $21000. Ph: Robert 03 94894298.
Std Libelle GLB S/N 581, 810 hrs, excellent overall
condition. New instrument panel with Microair
radio & Borgelt B400 vario. Enclosed trailer. Form 2
10/08 by Roger Bond, $18500. Ph: 0414 169120
or <gnpalmer@tpg.com.au>.
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Super Arrow ES 60B (#111). Condition sound.
Good basic instruments. Flies well. Needs 30 yearly.
$4500 as is/where is (Cranbrook WA). Ph: 08
98428816 or <phardy-atkins@bigpond.com>.
Ventus B, in good condition with Form 2 completed 8/08. This glider is ready for your 1000km & c/w
basic instruments, Flarm, radio, Cambridge LNav
& encl. trailer. Must sell, make an offer. Ph: Bruce
08 82527905 or John 08 83563038.

Two-seater Sailplanes
ASK13 GUQ, good condition, 40-yearly just completed by Bathurst Club. Skid replaced by nose
wheel for handling ease & tarmac take-offs. No
trailer. Offers invited. Ph: Bob 02 63376618.
Brasov IS-30 VH-GQA. 3900 hrs. 9800 landings.
Ideal ab-initio training aircraft & is also fully aerobatic capable. Microair radio, electric vario. No
trailer. Surplus to club requirements, $20000 neg.
Ph: Lindsay 0418 157588.
Bocian 1E VH-KYU. Murrray Border Flying Club,
Tocumwal. The aircraft is in good condition & the
asking price is $11000 ono. Further details contact
Mark Fraser 0428 544 157 or for technical details
Mike Burns LAME at Aviation & General Engineering
03 5874 2920 or <av52759@sctelco.net.au>.
Centrair Marianne C201b 40:1 Fixed gear, no
flaps. A great Club Machine. Condition excellent,
built 1988;~1700 hrs;fuselage new gel 2003,
wings excellent condition, 9/10 canopies perfect,
disc brake, interior 9/10, instruments: front – std
instruments plus Ilec LX160 GPS ready;Dittel radio;
rear – Ilec LX160 repeater, ASI. Alt, PTT, excellent,
custom-made, alum & steel trailer, $75000 ono.
Ph: Mark Fisher 0427127128

Self-launching/Motor Gliders
ASK 21 Mi 2007 cell 800 hrs, engine brand
new, one year warranty. Fully equipped (g meter,
parachutes, transponder, etc.) beautiful! Reason: not
enough use for it. Ph: 0423 787398.
Dimona H36, two-seat, 1/4 share, excellent condition, soars & tours well, based Camden, see [www.
dimonamotorglider.com] for photos & details.
$22500. Ph: 0429 493828.
Nimbus 3dm 25m, two-seater, self-launching
with enclosed trailer, full instruments, many extras.
Proven performer at all levels, hangar at Lake Keepit
if required, offers around $240000. Ph: Steve Hedley
0412 378758.
SF25 C, very good condition. L2000, 350 hrs, BOH
Byron Bay. Ph: 02 66291787.
Ventus 2CM Self-launch VH-GLR, excellent
condition, 720 hrs, 30 engine hrs. Wings profiled &
stable, aircraft finished in polyurethane. Instruments
include ASI, ALT, Borgelt B40, B50, B2000, Flarm,
Microair radio & compass. Factory extras are tail
tank, tinted canopy & tilt up panel. Enclosed trailer
& tow-out gear. Always hangared at Jondaryan. Ph:
John Moore 07 3263 6618.
Ventus 2c 18m, sell half share, based at SDA &
SC, Qld. Interested parties can call 0438 371145 to
discuss further.

Wanted
Trailer, instruments, parachute & radio to
suit Cirrus 75. All option considered. Ph: Richard
0458 160457 or Ian 0418 691313.

General
R EAL ESTATE – N ARR OMINE AIR PAR K:

Vacant block for sale. Largest single block in
the estate over 2000m2. NE facing, great corner
location. No need to buy two blocks to get adequate
hangar frontage, priced to sell. Email: Miles GoreBrown <mgbsia@pacific.net.sg>.
BUSINESS – BY RON BAY GLIDING

Training & charters, AOC, good turnover, very good
income. CHANGE YOUR WAY OF LIVING! Adequate
training will be provided! Ph: JB 02 66847572.

Instruments & Equipment
Boom Mics, wingstands, tyres, winter vario
service & more. Ph: Ian McPhee 0428 847642
or <mrsoaring@gmail.com>, [www.mrsoaring.com].

Gliding Publications
Airborne Magazine: Covering all facets of
Australian & New Zealand modelling. The best value
modelling magazine. Now $60pa for six issues.
Plans & other special books available. PO Box 30,
Tullamarine, VIC 3043.
Free Flight: Quarterly journal of the Soaring Association of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian
soaring scene & relevant international news &
articles. $US26 for one year, $47 for two years, $65
for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa,
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.
Gliding International: The new international
gliding magazine edited by John Roake. Specialising
in being first with news from every corner of the
soaring globe. A$60 p.a. Personal cheques or credit
cards accepted. Contact: Gliding International,
79 Fifth Avenue, Tauranga, New Zealand. Email:
<office@glidinginternational.com>.
Sailplane & Gliding: The only authoritative
British magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4
pages of fascinating material & pictures with colour.
Available from the British Gliding Association,
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, England.
Annual subscription for six copies £17.50.
Sailplane Builder: Monthly magazine of the Sailplane Homebuilders Association. $US29 (airmail
$US46) to SHA, c/o Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith
Road, Chatsworth, CA 91311 USA.
Soaring: Official monthly journal of the Soaring
Society of America Inc. PO Box 2100, Hobbs, NM
88241 USA. Foreign subscription rates (annually):
$US43 surface delivery;$US68 premium delivery.
Technical Soaring/OSTIV: Quarterly publicationof
SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers. c/o
T U Delft, Fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg 1,
NL-2629 HS DELFT, The Netherlands.
Vintage Times: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders
Australia, edited by David & Jenne Goldsmith, PO Box
577, Gisborne VIC 3437, Membership $20 pa.

Advertising – April 2009
Airtime
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HGFA Merchandise
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Hph 304c VH-ZAI over
the Darling Downs
Photo: Brian Gilby
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H G FA
Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members
up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified
per person per issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office
for membership verification/payment by email
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93362177 or post:
4a/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042.
The deadline is 25th of the month, for publication
five weeks hence. Submitted classifieds will run for
one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings.
When submitting a classified remember to include
your contact details (for prospective buyers),
your HGFA membership number (for verification)
and the State under which you would like the
classified placed. (Note that the above does not
apply to commercial operators. Instructors may
place multiple classified entries, but will be
charged at usual advertising rates.)

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required
for the specific aircraft being reflective of
the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All
members must adhere to the maintenance
requirements as contained in Section 9 of
the Operations Manual and as provided
by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment
should always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of
the aircraft. It should include examination
of maintenance logs for the aircraft. It is
unethical and a legally volatile situation
for individuals to provide aircraft which are
unsuitable for the skill level of the pilot, or
aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment
NEW SOUTH WALES

Airborne Sting XC 2-154, has about 200 hrs
use. Great intermediate starter glider for new
intermediate pilot. 2 spare DTs, purple/orange/white.
Photo at [www.nhgc.asn.au] under ‘for sale’, $2100.
Ph: 0400 637070.
Airborne Sting 175 XC, good condition, blue and
orange, with all weather bag & spare DT, $2500.
Mosquito motor harness, good condition $3500
or with glider (Sting 175), $5500 neg. Air Atos VR,
super high performance rigid wing (20:1) with a
tail. Very easy to fly!’New’ or used in very good
condition, enquiries ph: Cameron 0407 418295.
QUEENSLAN D

Airborne C4 13.5, excellent condition. 100
hrs. Carbon inserts in LE, speedbar, Aerofoil DTs.
Competition trim. White, red stripe US. $6990.
Moyes Race harness, blue/black, side parachute
(not included), almost new, 20 hrs, comfortable.,

suit regular build, 5ft 8 to 5ft 11, $1499. Credit card
okay. Ph: Jerry 07 55692401 (w) or 0408 756949.
Fun 220, PX20 LE, peppermint green US, very
low hrs, excellect condition, $3700. Fun 190, blue
LE, fluoro green US, good condition, $3000. Sonic
165 all Dacron, fluoro yellow, some stains on LE,
low hrs $2500. Ph: Shaun 0411 885178, [www.
hangglide.com.au].
WEST ERN AUSTRALIA

Enterprise Wings Desire 141, good condition,
65 hrs, turquoise LE, orange/black US, spare DT &
o/b LE. Need to make room for a topless, $400
Ph: Clayton (doc) 08 97341016.

Paragliders & Equipment
NEW S OUTH WALES

Advance Sigma 6 L31. Red/white/blue. Approximately 150 hrs & in good condition. Any tests are
welcome & available at Manilla, $2200 ono. Ph:
Tim 0427 424616.

Microlights & Equipment
NEW S OUTH WALES

Airborne Edge X 582. New Wizard 3 wing, low
hrs, new Brolga prop. Raptor intercom & helmets,
Icom radio & mast aerial, Garmin moving map GPS.
290 hrs TT. Meticulously maintained, full records.
Many tools & items incl. $19950. Trailer negotiable.
Ph: 0409 547787.
Airborne 582 Executive. Rebuilt motor 80 hrs,
new Streak wing 80 hrs. front drum brakes, dash remodelled to 2000. Gearbox matched to four-blade
Brolga prop, training bars, all gauges, transport
covers, pannier bags, Microair radio, two headsets
& helmets, stone guard, trailer with storage boxes,
can holders, orange wing with custom paint on
base. Must be seen to be appreciated, $15500 ono.
Ph: 0412 971600 or <info@terarapark.com.au>.

HGFA Schools
ACT/NE W SOUTH WAL ES

Learn to Fly in Canberra!
The Paragliding Capital of Australia
and only three hours drive from Sydney.
At Australian Paragliding Centre we fly all
year round & are open seven days a week.
Learn to fly in a friendly, caring environment
with first class tuition & equipment.
• Licence & introductory courses
• Tandem flights
• Gift vouchers & group discounts
• Pilot Development Clinics for novice,
intermediate & advanced pilots
• International flying tours
• Cross-country & towing tours
• Ozone, Airwave paragliders, harnesses,
reserves, flying suits, GPS, UHF, EPIRBS
• Fly Products paramotor sales & tuition
Contact: Peter Bowyer on

02 6226 8400

<fly@paraglide.com.au>
Check out our new homepage!
[www.paraglide.com.au]
QUEE NSLAND

QUEENSLAND

Airborne Edge X 582 Rotax Blue Top T2-2988.
76 hrs since rebuild. Streak 2B wing, 93 hrs. Threeblade Bolly dura tuff prop. Incl. trailer & many
extras, for photos & more details check out [www.
microlightforsale.net63.net]. $19000. Ph: Tracey
0418 963796 or <info@azurephotography.com.au>
(Cairns).
Airborne Edge X, Blue head, 2002 model with oil
pump. Base has 370.6 hrs, engine base & wing in
excellent condition. Microair radio, Wizard 3 wing
with 172 hrs, always hangared, $18500. Ph: Shaun
0411 885178, [www.hangglide.com.au].
VICTO RIA

Airborne XT-582 2007, Cruze wing, oil injected,
radio, intercom, stored in hangar, disc brakes, 77 hrs
and more, $39500. Ph: 0433 551103.
WEST ERN AUSTRALIA

Redback trike, as new with trailer, 140 hrs only,
$11000 ono. Ph: 0403 342484.

RAINBOW PARAGLIDING
APCO AUSTRALIA
Offering the full range
of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and
100% satisfaction guarantee.
Test centre for APCO gliders [www.apcoaviation.com].

APCO Australia and PWC winner
of the Serial Class 2000
Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round,
60km cross-country flights have been achieved in winter!
FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the experts.
INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the
knowledge.
SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-in,
maintenance and repairs.
YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 2,500 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581
Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>

[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]
April 2009
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VICTOR IA

NE W SOU TH WAL ES

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely
renowned as Australia’s best flying region.
Bright has been host to numerous Australian &
international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the
best, our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian
Paragliding Champion) has been involved in
paragliding since 1990 & instructing for over
10 years.
Courses
• Introductory & HGFA licence course
• Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
• SIV courses
• Tow courses
• XC tandem flights
• Equipment Sales
We are now conducting SIV courses.
See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

NE W SOUTH WAL ES

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
www.activeflight.com.au
• MT BORAH, MANILLA is the one of the top 10
flying sites in the world & has more flyable days
than anywhere else in Australia. It has 4 large
launches for nearly all wind directions & easy, safe
top & bottom landings all around. Great ridge
soaring & XC all in one place. HOST of the 2007
PARAGLIDING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS!
• YOUR CFI IS GODFREY WENNESS: The most
experienced paraglider pilot in Australia. Over 7000
hours airtime since 1988, World Record Holder
– 335km (1998-2002), Longest Tandem Flight in
the World – 223km (2000-03), Multiple National
Records, National XC League Winner (inaugural
2001 & 2002), CFI, Instructor Examiner, Australian
Team Member, Prototype Test Pilot, HGFA Safety
& Ops Committee (PG), International Comps
Organiser, & Owner of World Famous Mt Borah.
• NOVICE LICENCE COURSES: Our famous 9 day,
live in, Novice Licence Courses, with genuine small
class sizes (<6), go well beyond the minimum
requirements & include thermalling, ridge soaring, safety manoeuvres & more. Over a week of
the highest quality tuition by highly experienced
pilots/instructors, using the latest techniques
& equipment costs only $1720 (including
accommodation and $400 equipment discount).
• THERMALLING, XC & OTHER TUITION: We specialise in PG & offer personal one-on-one & group
tuition in areas such as basic skills refresher,
thermalling, cross-country, SIV safety clinics, & Intermediate, Advanced, Tandem, Motor & other ratings.
• HG TO PG ENDORSEMENTS: its easier than
you think!
• ONLY QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM THE BEST
BRANDS: Importer of Advance, Flytec, Hanwag
and JDC. Stockist & service of all equipment,
new & secondhand.
• CABINS & CAMPING ONSITE: Stay at Mt Borah
– its nice & quiet! Cabins for just $15p/n ($100
p/w) & camping $6 ($35 p/w).
So come flying with Manilla Paragliding, where the person who shows you the mountain, owns the mountain!

Phone Godfrey Wenness on:
02 6785 6545 or fax: 02 6785 6546
email: <SkyGodfrey@aol.com>
‘The Mountain’, Manilla, NSW 2346.
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WE STERN AUSTR ALIA

Australia Wide Services
HGFA Approved Paraglider
Testing & Repairs

• Comprehensive testing and repairs
to all paragliders
• Fully equipped service and repair
agents for:
Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin,
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone,
Paratech, Sky, Swing, UP
• Full written report
• Harness repair and modifications
• Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
• Parachute repacking
• Orders taken from anywhere in Australia,
New Zealand and Asia
• Prompt turnaround
PARAGLIDING
REPAIR
CENTRE

Paragliding Repair Centre
680 Traylen Road, Stoneville WA 6081
Office/Fax: 08 92952820, Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]
April 2009

Weather Station

Wind, rain,
temperature,
humidity,
barometer,
plus more…
Also available:
Windsocks and frames,
handheld weather meters.
Australian Agent
for Davis Instruments.

ECOWATCH

Ask for your
FREE catalogue.

Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive
Kilsyth VIC 3137
Phone: (03) 9761 7040 Fax: (03) 9761 7050
email: <davis@ecowatch.com.au>
web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au]

The exhilaration of flying is too
keen, the pleasure too great, for
it to be neglected as a sport.
Orville Wright

Photo: Justine Thompson

