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AVALON AIRSHOW 2009

Toward the Future – Part 1
Ian Patching
YOU MUST BE JOKING; THIS WAS THE NINTH AVALON AIRSHOW THAT I HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN.
EIGHTEEN YEARS! JUST WHAT SORT OF A MASOCHIST AM I? .

A

t the conclusion of the 2007 event
I told the Airshow Management
Team that it was my last. All the
things that are required to be
done in order to make it happen just outweighed my energy levels. My back was
stuffed and I just couldn’t face another one.
I was also somewhat disillusioned by the
lack of support from a very loud and powerful minority within the gliding movement.
So what was it that made me do a
Nellie Melba and front up again for 2009?
To get that answer we need to go back,
way back.
I inherited the mantle of gliding
display organiser from Nigel Allom. He,
for all his faults, was a very smart man:
he found someone else to do the job
after the very first show. True, he held
my hand for the second one, but as
soon as that was over, he very smartly
departed and joined the dark side,
the management team of Airshows
Downunder. This started the rollercoaster
18-year journey, culminating in the 2009
event, after which I will now publicly and
categorically announce my retirement.
As you can imagine, we have now had
some experience of what we should do
at an airshow. Let’s get the flying side of
it out of the way at the start and make
the comment that, trying to fit a gliding
display into such a major event is almost
prone to end in tears. Over the years we
have had aerobatics by John Viney in his
Salto; Darcy Hogan and Aaron Stroop
in the Jantar 2 and Nimbus 2 as a team;
Gary Brasher demonstrating the Nimbus
3T; Alan Patching in the Golden Eagle
being aerotowed by Bert Perssons in the
Super Dimona; Ian Hardy in the Janus C,
all who gave their time free of charge to
the event. Talk to any of them and I think
you would get the same response: “While
it was fun the BB* required outweighed
the effort to stage their displays.”
The Airshow organisers recognised
this and started importing glider acts and
May 2009

we were all in awe of Manfred Radius in
his Salto, his night flying and his inverted
ribbon cut. The US pilot in his Windex
motor glider and its breathtaking 260kt
passes. More recently we have had Bob
Carlton with his Silent and Salto, both
jet-powered providing the displays.
Local clubs provided towing services to
those who required it and John Gleeson
of the VMFG became our show pilot.
The Iranians also entered into the scene
in 2005 with their AVA-101 and gave
handling displays. The point is, and I think
you can see where this is leading, we just
don’t have the skills among our pilots
to reach the benchmark that a major
airshow needs. Why try and compete with
them, they do it for a living.
In some respects we face the same
dilemma with the static display. Each year
we have tried new ways of presenting
gliding to the masses. We just couldn’t
afford commercial advertising or display
areas. We had to make do with what we
could afford to do. From displays that
were chock-a-block full of gliders, and
many thanks to the clubs or individuals
who loaned aircraft, to single aircraft:
we have tried everything.
Primary gliders, vintage gliders, club
two-seaters, single-seaters and privatelyowned super sailplanes. Support also
came from Bernard Eckey/Schleicher in
2005 with an ASW-28E demonstrator
and Chris Khien/Shempp-Hirth in 2007
with a Discus 2C. We have used different
hand-outs, promoted clubs and different
themes to stimulate interest. The major
hand-out for some time was the poster
of Bernard over Ayres Rock in his ASH25. This poster was done through a
friend’s printing firm and the response
from all over the world has put it as
one of the best posters for gliding, ever.
Interestingly, any pamphlets we obtained
from GFA cost us 15 cents each. I don’t
care that it was Bernard, like some people
did; at least he offered his support.

The biggest change to the whole
experience was the time we actually
didn’t have a display. This was in 2003.
For many shows we were relegated
to the back blocks of Avalon and the
public just weren’t really interested in
making the effort to come and see us.
All sporting aviation groups were in
the same boat with this one and it took
someone to make a stand against the
inappropriate position allocated to us.
We did, and made our point very strongly
by not attending as the GFA. We did,
however, have a glider at the show, just
not officially. We loaned our syndicate
shortwing Kookaburra to the Australian
Air League, but we incurred the wrath of
some GFA members for not being there.
The late Dave Darbyshire from the
SAAA and I continued our stand at the
following Airshow preliminary meetings
where we bluntly told the organisers
that if the site location didn’t change we
would again boycott the event. Between
the two of us we gained the support of
all the recreation airsports and for the
first time we started to call the shots. At
least it felt that way. The organisers were
faced with the need for our organisations
to be there to help provide the public
with something to look at during the
inevitable lulls in the flying display. When
we pointed out to them that it would
be better to put us in the area between
the taxiway and the runway, they were
impressed with the idea and the concept
of the Airsports World began. There is no
doubt that this change has been the best
outcome for our efforts.
Basically, there is an area big enough
for all facets of recreational flying to
display one or two aircraft, close to a row
of marquees provided by the organisers,
where a more detailed display could
be presented. Other aircraft that came
could then be parked in nearby overflow
areas to give the public other things to
observe. This set-up suits everything we
Soaring Australia
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need. An important aspect is to have
gliding representatives around the glider
to press the flesh. Promotional material
in the form of pamphlets and old Soaring
Australia magazines are passed out freely.
Most importantly, there are people there
to talk to the masses.

At the marquee, most ably staffed for
the last three shows by Geoff Hearn,
magazines, pamphlets and a
photographic display cater for the many
that go past. A note here, Geoff is not a
member of the GFA; he is an aviation
enthusiast who has a long association

with many aspects of Australian aviation.
From modelling to antique aircraft he is
an asset we are lucky to have, and the
other recreational organisations are very
jealous that he gives his time to us.
Thanks Geoff.
To be continued

Taylor Glider Wins Three
Prizes At Avalon 2009
Reprinted from the Australian Gliding Museum newsletter
THE REPLICA TAYLOR BIPLANE GLIDER MADE
A BIG IMPRESSION AMONG ALL WHO VISITED
THE AUSTRALIAN GLIDING MUSEUM DISPLAY AT AVALON 2009.
The Taylor glider replica on display at Avalon 2009 – the
original first flew on 5 December 1909. The glider made
29 flights on that day

PLACED DIAGONALLY TO FIT INTO THE EIGHT BY NINE METRE
MARQUEE, PLENTY OF ROOM ALLOWED VISITORS TO INSPECT

THE GLIDER CLOSE UP, AND IMAGINE A PILOT HANGING IN THE CENTRE SECTION OF THE LOWER
WING, RELYING EXCLUSIVELY ON WEIGHT SHIFT TO EXERCISE CONTROL IN FLIGHT. MUSEUM ATTEN
DANTS AND DISPLAY BOARDS WERE ON HAND TO PROVIDE INFORMATION.

T

he Airshow organisers approved, awarding the Australian Gliding Museum
the ‘Best Airsport Showcase Display’;
the Taylor glider won the ‘Best Overall
Glider/Motor Glider’ prize; and our
presentation also won a Perpetual
Award from Airshows Downunder.
Luckily, our marquee and its precious
contents survived the ‘mini-tornado’ on
Saturday night that brought down five
neighbouring tents, destroyed seven light
aircraft and damaged another 10.

The Australian Gliding Museum display tent
Photos: Australian Gliding Museum newsletter
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The original Taylor glider was the
first manned aircraft to fly untethered in
Australia, on 5 December 1909. The other
earliest aviators were Harry Houdini, who
flew a Voisin (French) aircraft on 18 March
1910 and John Robertson Duigan, who
flew the first Australian-built powered aircraft at Mia Mia on 16 July 1910. Centenary celebrations for all three events are
planned by interested organisations.
Avalon 2009 was the first event used
by the Museum to publicise the Taylor
glider centenary and emphasise the
significance in Australian history of the
first flights. On that auspicious day about
100 spectators observed a total of 29
flights. Initially the glider was tethered
using ropes attached to each wing tip,
however, as the day progressed, the guide
ropes were released. A distance of 110
yards was recorded for George Taylor’s
first free flight. George Taylor, Charles
Schultz and Edward Hallstrom all made
successful flights. At least one flight was
made by George’s wife, Florence, who
thus staked her claim for an Australian
aviation first (she was also Australia’s

first female architect). Another flight was
made by Charles Schultz’s wife Emma.
In later life, Edward Hallstrom became a
well-known Sydney philanthropist and
was knighted.
The Australian Gliding Museum is
well advanced with completing another
two Taylor glider replicas. The three will
be used to commemorate the Centenary
of First Australian Flight later this year,
and provide displays for interested
museums, now and into the future. A
highly experienced hang glider pilot
instructor, Rohan Holtkamp of Dynamic
Flight, Trawalla, Victoria, has agreed to
pilot the first flights. The Taylor glider
had a 28ft wingspan, and was a cottoncovered, wire-braced biplane with a chord
of four feet six inches, a box kite tail and
an empty weight of 103 pounds. Control
was carried out by a movement of the
pilot’s body to achieve weightshift. A
later version of the glider had a moveable
canard mounted in front of the pilot.
For more information and to contact
the museum please visit [www.
australianglidingmuseum.org.au].
May 2009
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BUMBLE AND THE GREMLINS

Part 5 – The Case of the Bitten Biter
Eric Newsome – Reprinted from Free Flight, the journal of the Soaring Association of Canada
THE MOST INSIDIOUS OF ALL THE GREMLIN CLAN IS THE EGO BOOSTER. IN HIS EFFECT ON
PILOTS, THE BOOSTER DESTROYS ALL CRITICAL FACULTIES AND WHATEVER IS BAD LOOKS GOOD,
AND THE WORSE THE BETTER.

O

ur ace instructor is hunched
miserably in the backseat
of the trainer hoping for
massive sink to mercifully end
the flight. He had endured a nausea-producing tow during which and helped out
by Bumble had thrashed the controls to
the point where the Pudding Stirrers had
moved in moving the control column in
a steady circular motion while allowing
Bumble to make only occasional uncoordinated stabs at the rudder pedals. In
free flight the instructor had patiently
explained how to centre the ball and
had groaned as Bumble swiftly and
invariably pressed the wrong rudder
pedal while burbling, “Now I see.” Finally
the instructor was reduced to gibbering
impotence and limply subsided.
In the circuit, proximity to the all-toosolid earth roused the instructor to a final
effort. From past sad experience he knew
that Bumble, in his own mind, always
made perfect approaches whether he
crossed the boundary fence at 500ft or
scraped it with the nose skid. Now the
instructor knew what he had to do; no
comments, no hints, just sit still and
let Bumble get into a mess. At the last

May 2009

moment he would, by superior skill
and experience, and for the sake of
his own neck, extricate Bumble from
it. But not before Bumble had been
jolted out of his overconfidence. The
approach was low this time, but a gust
of warm air welled up and made the
probable touchdown point just before
the boundary fence. For once Bumble’s
airspeed was rock steady and even a
little high. Ideal – it would be possible
to twitch back on the stick at the last
moment and use the excess speed to float
over the fence. The instructor relaxed.
Skimming the ground just short of
the fence, the instructor reached for
the stick only to have it dance forward
of his grasp. The skid struck the ground
and, by the time the instructor finally
hauled back, flying speed was lost and
the trainer rumbled majestically over the
rough ground – straight for the fence.
Fortunately previous generations of
Bumbles had long ago removed the fence
wires. Oh, My God! – the fence posts
were still there spaced about half a wing
span apart. Just enough speed remained
to sluggishly raise one wing clear while
the other wing neatly snapped off a

Bumble

Illustrator: Gil Purcell

rotten fence post. Damage: one small
dent in the leading edge of the wing and
a massive hole in the instructor’s pride.
“Bumble, why did you push the stick
forward?” … “My airspeed was falling.”
Not only had the Ego Boosters
been at work, but so had the Airspeed
Hypnotisers. So intent had Bumble been
on his airspeed indicator that he had
flown into the ground without seeing
it was right there. Ego Boosters are
generally assumed to attack the young
and inexperienced. But is it always so?
Was a ‘Bumble’ flying in each of
the seats?

Soaring Australia
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BRIGHT OPEN 2009
As told by ‘The Holy Order of The Monks of Mount Krusty’
Translated by Brother Monk Martin Halford

Brethren seeking the Holy Thermal
above St Marcus ridge

THE FOLLOWING SCROLLS, RECENTLY EXCAVATED DURING AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIG OF THE BREAK
FAST DISHES AT ‘THE OUTDOOR INN, BRIGHT’ AKA ‘THE HOLY CITY OF KAMP KRUSTY’, REVEAL IMPOR
TANT AND HITHERTO UNKNOWN TRUTHS REGARDING AN ADVANCED PARAGLIDING THEOLOGY.

T

he translation of these scrolls from
the ancient language of Krustilish are
still a work in progress.
However, significant passages have
now been decoded, providing insight into
an ancient ritual known as the ‘Bright
Open 2009’ which took place at ‘Mystic’
(or, as the Monks call it, ‘Mount Krusty’).
The magnitude of this find and the
spiritual importance of these sacred
documents are clearly self-evident and
it is highly recommended that anyone
seeking divine enlightenment and
spiritual healing through meditative
thermalling take the time to properly
study and commit to memory these
words of divine wisdom.

THE FIRST LETTER
T O T H E K R U S TAT I A N S
1 Krustatians – Chapter 1
“To my dear Krustatians, Greetings in
the name of the Holy Thermal. It is with
great joy I share with you the good news
of our recent endeavours in Bright, in the
State of Victoria, Australia, to convert the
heathen, unwashed paragliding masses to
our Sacred Order.
4
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However, before doing so, I must
briefly reiterate my recent teachings
to you, in case any members of your
congregation be in any doubt as to the
divine truth of our calling.

IN THE BEGINNING…
In the beginning there was the Thermal,
the Holy Thermal and nothing but the
Thermal. The Holy Thermal moved upon
the face of the hill – and it was good.
Verily came the Launch and the Cloudbase,
the Landing Zone and the Integrated
Flight Computer – and it was good.
The Holy Thermal, in its divine
inspiration, created the Paraglider Pilot
to soar within its bounteous lift and revel
in the wonder of free flight; to forever
fly at Cloudbase with great vistas of the
surrounding landscape and to never, ever,
ever fly in Controlled Airspace – ever!
For a time the Holy Thermal and the
Paraglider Pilot were one and all was
good. However, alas, the Paraglider Pilot
did Sink against the Holy Thermal. The
Holy Thermal, having been betrayed by
the Paraglider Pilot’s inability to properly
Core and having ‘fallen out the back’,

did cause the Paraglider Pilot to fly into
turbulence and drop from the sky like
a Holy Anvil had been tied to their Holy
Flight Boots. The Paraglider Pilot was
punished most severely for their Sink
(now known as the ‘Original Sink’) and
was forced to land in Purgatory, that is,
the Bomb-out Paddock – complete with
switching Holy Wind Socks when on
approach and no Holy Retrieve Driver.
This caused the Paraglider Pilot to
become most depressed and blame
the performance of their Holy Wing
for their transgression.
Having tasted the joy of free flight
and experienced the pain of Bombing
Out, we must all now repent of our
Sinks and worship the one and only true
Holy Thermal. Only by believing in and
professing our faith in the Holy Thermal
may we experience Everlasting Flight.

THE TEN COMMAND
M E N T S O F PA R A G L I D I N G
In order to assist you, my dear Brethren,
in your endeavours to remain steadfast
to our divine calling, I admonish you
May 2009
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All photos: @ Sarah Black [www.sarahblacklifeandart.com]
to closely adhere to the following Ten
Commandments of Paragliding.
1. There is only One Holy Thermal and
thou shalt not worship any other
means of Soaring – especially not
Hang Gliding or Sailplanes. Thou shalt
never, ever fly an Ultra-Light or PPG!
2. Thou shalt not covet another paraglider pilot’s wing – even when it
is crispy new, still has factory crease
marks in it and has the aspect ratio
of dental floss.
3. Thou shalt not turn the wrong way
in the Holy Thermal. Verily, verily,
thou shalt most definitely NOT turn
left on a Right-Hand Turn Day above
Mount Krusty or right on a Left-Hand
Turn Day!
4. Thou shalt not fly into rotor or any
place where it feels like you have
been transported into a giant, skybased Holy Tumble Drier and/or a
Holy Anvil has been sequestered into
your Holy Flight Deck.
5. Thou shalt honour thy Wing, thy
Flight Equipment and thy Reserve
Parachute. Thou shalt minimise exposure to UV and decaying, corroding
AA batteries as much as possible.
6. Thou shalt not land in trees, rocks,
water or any place where your fellow
paragliding brethren are forced to
land in order to facilitate your rescue
and/or funeral arrangements.
7. Thou shalt not violate the 10000ft
(3048m) height ceiling or any other
airspace restrictions – even if it’s a
stonking good climb with ups of over
five metres per second and there are
no aircraft around you for a thousand
bloody kilometres.
8. Thou shalt not fly in cloud – or any
other white fluffy stuff whereby the
only means of knowing another paraglider pilot is near you is when you
hear the sound of their Holy Vario.
9. Thou shalt most definitely stay very
well away from large CuNims which
can suck you to 9946m quicker than
you can say “Holy S***!” – or can
create gust fronts causing you to land
while flying backwards at 40km/h
with your Holy Sphincter tight enough
to bend bars of mild steel.
10. Thou shall remember the ‘Rules of the
Air’ – or die trying…

Open in the Year of our Holy Thermal
Two Thousand and Nine.
The Open was very ably facilitated
by our dear friends, Brother Benn
Kovco and Brother Hamish Barker.
Their enthusiasm for the cause was
most sincerely appreciated. Through
their efforts approximately 65 heathen
pilots were assembled for the event
that was masquerading as some sort
of flying competition. Brothers Kovco
and Brother Barker were not alone in
the organisational triumph that was
the Bright Open, they were very ably

Believe in the Holy Thermal and fly to the Moon!

T H E HOLY BR IG H T OP E N
And now, my dear Brethren, I come to
our recent efforts to convert the masses
to our most Holy Order at the Holy Bright
May 2009
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a series of bleak, rain-swept forecasts
at the daily briefings, indicating that
the Holy Thermal had buggered off
for a little holiday. The God of Drought
Relief and Bushfire Extinguishment had
apparently decided to make use of this
spiritual vacuum and had set up camp
directly overhead.
A number of dedicated brethren duly
entered an extended period of Spiritual
Eating and Divine Consumption of Holy
Elixirs (Shiraz, Cab Sav, Lager, etc.) in order
to appease the Holy Thermal and drive
away the God of Drought Relief who had,
by this stage, well and truly achieved his
aims and overstayed his bloody welcome!
Thank you to Sir Rod Harris and Lady
Michelle (the) Baptist for putting on a
Holy BBQ on Saturday night for the flying
brethren to partake in!

D AY 4  TA S K 1 C A N C E L L E D
At last, a light wind day without the
threat of pelting rain. After ceremonially
mooning the God of Drought Relief,
the Holy Trinity Task Committee (Saints
Collings, Webb and Wong) set a task
of 48.51km (waypoint distance 52.3km).
The Holy Gaggle headed off quickly to
‘Goldmine’ and the task was proceeding
well until Brother Dave Snowden decided
to violate the airspace of the trees located
a few metres to the west of launch and,
in doing so, committed ‘Maximum Sink’.
Having failed in his attempt to rapidly
enter the After-Life and after pleading
forgiveness for violating Commandment

Task 3

assisted by the Sisters of Mercy, Sister
Linda Hipper (Launch and Safety Officer)
and Sister Heather Mull (Competition
Director). It should be noted that Sister
Mull showed particular enthusiasm
for some of our means of spiritual
encouragement – specifically ‘Ritual
Spankings’ – although for reasons unclear,
no actual spankings took place. This was
despite choruses of “He’s not the Messiah,
he’s a very naughty Monk,” reverberating
around the Holy Briefing Room. There
was also a detailed discussion, facilitated
by the Sisters, during a morning briefing
as to the purpose of ‘Fluffers’ on launch.
These were subsequently redefined as
‘Launch Assistants’ in order to discourage
some pilots from attempting to jump
their place in the launch order.
6
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In addition to the above, Brothers
Benn and Hamish enlisted the help of
a Weather Priest, Father James Thompson
who, despite some challenges distinguishing NE from NW, was able to provide
accurate weather predictions. These
predictions were discernable according
to whether he was wearing his trousers
or his shorts that day. The latter seemed
to indicate a stronger presence of the
Holy Thermal than the former. One day
he wore his shorts under his trousers
to test our faith!

D AY S 1 TO 3  D OONA D AY S
A series of grey, windy and wet dawns
greeted the brethren. Father Thompson,
sitting with his non-flying trousers
araldited to his butt cheeks, presented

Task 2

May 2009
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No. 6, a helicopter was brought in to
scrape up his sorry, damaged carcass (compound fractured wrist, broken bone in
foot and soft tissue damage to the back)
and cart him off to the nearest medical
facility or abattoir (whichever was closer).
The task was cancelled due to the
presence of the Air Ambulance helicopter.
Brother Snowden was released from
hospital after a few days and was later
seen wandering Launch, limping slightly
and sporting a trendy new arm cast,
complete with an integrated titanium
support structure.

D A Y 5  TA S K 2
Another relatively light wind day greeted
the Brethren and thoughts of Brother
Snowden’s transgressions were pushed
from our sorry minds. The cold pressure
system that had brought the rain a few
days earlier had passed and a couple of
low-pressure troughs were making their
way overhead. The Task committee set a
task contained within the nearby valleys
of 49.76km (waypoint distance 54.84km).
A strong inversion at about 1800m
meant that it was difficult to get very
high with slow climbs and broken, choppy
thermals down low. The field landed at
an even distribution along the course line
with many pilots struggling in the upwind
legs heading towards Blackfellas and
Porepunkah Roundabout.
Only four pilots made it into goal
(6% of the field) with Brother Craig
Collings arriving in two hours 23 minutes,
with eight minutes to spare over his
nearest rival, Brother Andrew Horchner
in two hours 31 minutes.
PILOT

1 Craig Collings
2 Andrew Horchner
3 Craig Donnell
4 Fred Gungl

GLIDER

Boomerang 5 (comp)
Gin Boomer 5 (comp)
MantraR07 (comp)
Boomerang (comp)

NO

ID

TYPE

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

MYS080
7P-100
7S-100
6M-070
6Q-061
6F-028
PY-073
6S-034
6S-034

start (exit)
speed (exit)
waypoint (entry)
waypoint (entry)
waypoint (entry)
waypoint (entry)
waypoint (entry)
endspeed (entry)
goal (entry)

RADIUS

400m
2000m
400m
400m
400m
400m
400m
2000m
400m

DISTANCE

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

D ESCRIPT ION

MYSTIC
GOLDMINE
SMOKO
BLACKFELLAS
LITTLE
POREPUNKAH
LITTLE
MYSTIC
MYSTIC

TOTA L

1000
959
893
872

D A Y 6  TA S K 3
Another day of forecast light NW winds.
The troughs were now showing signs of
moving out of the way as a high pressure
system moved into place. There was a
slightly higher inversion compared with
the previous day of around 2000m or so.
A valley centric task was set of 37.65km
(waypoint distance 41.8km) and, with
pilots able to stay a little higher than Day
5, nearly half the field made it into goal.
Craig Collings blitzed the course in
one hour 16 minutes, edging out Peter
Thompson of the USA by three minutes,
with Brian Webb and Fred Gungl closely
behind. Paul Underwood put in an
May 2009

NO

ID

TYPE

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

MYS080
7P-100
7S-100
PY-073
7S-100
6M-070
6S-034
6S-034

start (exit)
speed (exit)
waypoint (entry)
waypoint (entry)
waypoint (entry)
waypoint (entry)
endspeed (entry)
goal (entry)

RADIUS

1400m
2000m
400m
400m
400m
400m
1000m
400m

DISTANCE

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

D ESCRIPT ION

MYSTIC
GOLDMINE
SMOKO
LITTLE
SMOKO
BLACKFELLAS
MYSTIC
MYSTIC
Soaring Australia
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Task 5

79.49km) task was set with the furthest
waypoint being the ‘Valley Homestead’
nestled within an 8km cylinder.
The Holy Gaggle launched and proceeded to push toward the Start Gate
above ‘Blackfellas’.
Unfortunately, for the first hour or
so, the inversion remained solid at about
1800m and strong valley headwinds punished the lower performance wings. A
number of pilots either did not make the
Start Gate or decked it shortly thereafter.
The more patient pilots were rewarded
when the inversion suddenly broke and
climbs of up to 2500m plus were quickly
possible. Eleven pilots made it into goal
with Sister Antje Daehler leading the
Womens group in 11th place.
Brethren on Holy Glide above Goldmine ridge

PILOT

outstanding performance on his new
Advance Sigma 7 (DHV 2) wing to upset
some of the competition wing pilots
coming in only nine minutes behind
Brother Craig and in eighth place!
PILOT

1 Craig Collings
2 Peter Thompson
3 Fred Gungl
4 Brian Webb
5 Gavin Zahner
6 James Thompson
7 Geoff Wong
8 Paul Underwood
9 Andrew Horchner
10 Heike Hamann

8

GLIDER

TOTA L

Boomerang 5 (comp)
968
UP Edge (comp)
902
Boomerang (comp)
898
Gradient Ava SR8 (comp) 888
Ozone frankenstein (comp) 872
Advance Omega7 (2/3)
849
Magus XC (2/3)
845
Sigma 7 (2)
841
Gin Boomer 5 (comp)
825
Tycoon (2/3)
807

Soaring Australia

D A Y 7  TA S K 4
After the previous day’s blitzing by
Brother Collings et.al. and with nearly
half the field making goal; plus conditions
predicted to be similarly light, but with
a higher base, the Holy Task Committee
decided to set a much more ambitious
task! A 60.48km (waypoint distance
NO

ID

TYPE

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

MYS080
6M-070
6M-070
7S-100
6Q-061
5E-021
6Q-061
6L-028
6L-028

start (exit)
speed (entry)
waypoint (entry)
waypoint (entry)
waypoint (entry)
waypoint (entry)
waypoint (entry)
endspeed (entry)
goal (entry)

1 Craig Collings
2 Brian Webb
3 James Thompson
4 Lloyd Pennicuik
5 Andrew Horchner
6 Craig Donnell
7 Ron McKenzie
8 Ivan Anissimov
9 David Wheeler
10 Garry Stevenson
11 Antje Daehler

RADIUS

400m
1000m
400m
400m
400m
8000m
400m
1000m
400m

D ISTANCE

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

GLIDER

TOTAL

Boomerang 5 (comp)
1000
Gradient Ava SR8 (comp) 948
Advance Omega7 (2/3)
905
Axis mercury (comp)
896
Gin Boomerang 5 (comp) 878
MantraR07 (comp)
813
Niviuk Peak (2/3)
759
Gin Boomerang 5 (comp) 756
Ozone Mantra R09 (comp) 753
Niviuk Peak (2/3)
734
Niviuk Peak (2/3)
726

DES CRIPT ION

MYSTIC
BLACKFELLAS
BLACKFELLAS
SMOKO
LITTLE
VALLEY
LITTLE
PORPUNKAH
PORPUNKAH
May 2009
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D A Y 8  TA S K 5

P R E S E N TAT I O N E V E N I N G

A magic day with very high bases predicted again and light winds due to the high
pressure system sitting directly overhead,
but with still significant atmospheric
instability courtesy of the recently
departed trough lines. The Holy Trinity
Task Committee decided to step back
a little from the ambitious task set the
previous day and offer something a little
more conservative.
A 45.68km cat’s cradle task was set
(waypoint distance 52.41km) which
crossed the Goldmine Ridge a couple
of times between Pyramid Ridge and
Blackfellas. Clouds formed and threatened
to overdevelop for a while before blue
spaces opened up and nice climbs could
be found consistently around the valley.
Pilots had to keep a watchful eye when
approaching cloudbase, lest they inadvertently violated Commandment No. 7!
Thirty-one pilots made it into goal
with Brother Craig Donnell (one hour
30 minutes) audaciously snatching the
winner’s Boxer Shorts from the loins
of Brother Craig Collings (one hour
31 minutes).

After five days of great flying, the
Presentation Feast took place with much
cheer and accompanied with massive,
MASSIVE servings of lasagne and frittata;
courtesy of Carol, Ollie and their team
of dedicated Chefs and ably supported
by Father’s Terry, Mick, Giddy and Bernie.
Much fun, frivolity and laughter were
witnessed as we paid homage to the
winners, picked random prizes to help
console the losers and generally celebrated with copious bottles of spirit
enhancing elixirs.
And now I close with the Sacred
Blessing: “May your Launches be smooth,
your Landings safe and may the Holy
Thermal forever be under your Wing…”

PILOT

1 Craig Donnell
2 Craig Collings
3 Jeff Ripley
4 Peter Thompson
5 Ron McKenzie
6 Mike Brady
7 Andrew Horchner
8 Gavin Zahner
9 James Thompson
10 Antje Daehler

May 2009

GLIDER

TOTA L

MantraR07 (comp)
990
Boomerang 5 (comp)
979
Boomerang 5.08 (comp) 965
UP Edge (comp)
951
Niviuk Peak (2/3)
919
Airwave Magic 5 (2/3)
783
Gin Boomerang 5 (comp) 761
Ozone Frankenstein (comp) 754
Advance Omega7 (2/3)
747
Niviuk Peak (2/3)
664

Holy Gaggle practicing the Third and Tenth Commandments

R E S U LT S
PILOT

Open Class – Overall
1 Craig Collings
2 Andrew Horchner
3 James Thompson
4 Brian Webb
5 Gavin Zahner
6 Craig Donnell
7 Peter Thompson
8 Fred Gungl
9 Jeff Ripley
10 Ivan Anissimov
Women
1 Antje Daehler
2 Heike Hamann
3 Michele Baptist
Masters (Over 50 years)
1 James Thompson
2 Brian Webb
3 Garry Stevenson

TOTA L

3947
3423
3180
3029
2890
2815
2722
2650
2639
2629
2136
2115
1868
3180
3029
2218

PILOT

TOTAL

Juniors (Under 35 years)
1 Gavin Zahner
2 Peter Thompson
3 Benn Kovco
Serial Class (DHV 2/3)
1 James Thompson
2 Ron McKenzie
3 Ian McFarlane
3 Mike Brady
Sports Class (DHV 2)
1 Hamish Barker
2 Gershon Shahar
3 Peter Broughton
Fun Class (DHV 1/2)
1 Mark Dobson
2 Colin Jeffery
3 Lewis Nott

2890
2722
2013
3180
2415
2300
2300
2074
1799
1710
1490
1335
1252

Complete and detailed results can
be seen at [www.brightopen.org/].
Soaring Australia
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HORSHAM WEEK 2009
 7 TO 14 FEBRUARY
Tony Tabart, Open Class winner, Ventus 2CM glider
VH-VTT landing

Geoff Vincent – Contest Director

APPROXIMATELY 44 PILOTS AND 35 GLIDERS PARTICIPATED IN HORSHAM INCLUDING SEVERAL TWO
SEATERS, PILOT PAIRS AND THREE SELFLAUNCHERS, EIGHT INTERSTATE PILOTS FOUR FROM SA,
TWO FROM NSW, ONE FROM QLD AND ONE FROM WA. PILOTS WERE FROM GRAMPIANS, GEELONG,
BEAUFORT, VMFG, CORANGAMITE, TEMORA, SOUTHERN CROSS, MT BEAUTY, DARLING DOWNS,
WAIKERIE, GLIDING CLUB OF WA, ADELAIDE, BENDIGO AND THE GLIDING CLUB OF VICTORIA.

B

acchus Marsh clubs provided half of the
competitors, with over half of those from
Beaufort. Eventually, there were four
tugs in use after initial set-backs with
the non-availability of the Geelong Gliding Club Pawnee and engine problems
with the Horsham Flying Club Jabiru.
Typical aerotow launch time was 57
minutes for 32 gliders and 75 minutes
from first launch to last gate opening.
Towing heavy two-seaters (eg, Twin Astir)
behind the Jabiru was like watching a
cruise liner behind a harbour tug – very
sedate, epitomised by P2s succinct observation: “That end fence has got rust on it.”
HFC made a Jabiru available for temp
trace flights. Max Hedt’s comment on day
five after the east wind had brought a bit
of smoke over – “It was IFR above 4000ft,
I think you should call the day off” – but
it eventually turned out to be the best
day of the week. East-west runway 08/26
was used on only one day which involved
sharing with the RFDS Super King Air.
Some 20 gliders moved off the bitumen
strip onto the grass in five minutes to
allow the King Air to proceed to and
from the terminal.

B L A C K S AT U R D A Y
 FEBRUARY 7
Extreme weather conditions with 25kt
winds, gusting 50kt, and the temperature
peaking at 46ºC. Grass fires around
Horsham resulted in the loss of some
10 to12 houses, the golf club and about
40 000 trees. No fatalities or serious
injuries were reported. All ideas about
flying were abandoned.

W E DN E S D AY  C ON T E S T
D AY 2
Cool, cloudy and windy early in the day,
cleared to a fine but windy afternoon.
The tasksetters opted for a moderate
distance AAT with 20km circles at the
two turnpoints. It was a challenging day,
especially the into-wind final leg, but
everyone got home.
Rolf Buelter after landing

S U N D AY
Horsham airfield closed to glider operations due to intense water-bombing and
fire-spotting aircraft traffic on the active
runway. An enforced non-flying day.

M O N D AY  C O N T E S T D AY 1
A generally blue day with a moderate
south-west wind. A separate racing task
was set for each class with the task areas
north-east and north of Horsham. Thirty
gliders launched by three tugs in under
75 minutes. Most people had a good day
with everyone getting home.

T U E S D AY
A cool and partly cloudy day prior to
gridding, with good cumulus streets and
a 15 to 20kt southerly wind. However, by
launch time the sky was overdeveloped
and the temperature was falling. Six 15m
Class gliders were launched but three fell
down immediately, with the remaining
three able to achieve a slow climb to
5000ft cloudbase.
Deteriorating conditions forced cancellation of the day, although several gliders
later managed good cross-country flights in
the proposed task area north of Horsham.

T H U RS D AY  C ON T E S T
D AY 3
Persistent strong south to south-east
winds kept temperatures down, but provided some good streeting opportunities.
Open, 15m and Standard flew a racing
task (range 263 to 313km) with Sports
battling out a three hour AAT. Only one
outlanding – 10km from home – Philip
Volk (VMFG), flying a Discus CS. Philip got
a lift back to Horsham airfield to organise
his retrieve crew and that was the only
outlanding for the week

F R I D AY  C ON T E S T D AY 4
Soaring conditions improving, with
moderating south-east to easterly winds
bringing warmer temperatures but
poorer visibility due to bushfire smoke
from eastern areas. Sports Class flew a

Alan Paine and Greg Jackson (Waikerie Gliding Club)
before launch
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three-and-a-half hour AAT, with most
of the field returning early. Open, 15m
and Standard flew racing tasks ranging
between 280 and 370km.

Cartoons by Codez

S AT U R D A Y  D A Y 5
The initially selected tasks to the south
were abandoned before briefing due
to heavy smoke in the Grampians area
and replaced with a 150km lap Run Task
taking in Minyip, Warracknabeal and
Antwerp to the north. It was a late start
and all classes flew a two-hour time frame
with the exception of Open Class with
two-and-a-half hours – bringing everyone
home in plenty of time for getting in
flight data and de-rigging before the
evening’s festivities began.
The soaring conditions were spectacular with many pilots reporting 11 to
12kt climbs to 8000 to 9000ft. It was hard
to beat Jack Hart’s 14kt climb which he
left when it weakened to only 10kt – we
should all be so lucky.
Horsham Week recognises many and
varied achievements. The ‘Daily Devil’
award, made to committers of silly or
noteworthy acts (offender had to wear
a silver horned cap during briefing) this
year went to:
David Cleland – opening the canopy
before stopping
Geoff Vincent – use of inappropriate
language on CTAF radio frequency
Gary Stevenson – assault by motor vehicle
on airport property
Simon Brown – bunkhouse break-in after
locking himself out
Craig Vinall – reverse landing on
active runway
Alex Kreti – wheel-up landing, plus
the GCV ‘Turkey Trophy’
It was a good week that ended well
with a lot of happy faces and promises
to be there in 2010. With thanks to many
who helped out including Horsham Flying
Club – premises, infrastructure and willing
members; Horsham Council – airfield,
coordination with CASA (NOTAMS, etc);
organising committee – treasurer Trevor
Hancock, safety officer John Anselmi,
tugmaster Phil McCann, scorer Brian
Wood (and for provision of the PA
system), met David Wilson and Max Hedt
for airfield liaison and temp trace flights.
There was the usual essential support
from Horsham catering crew headed by
Lorelle Esmore, tug pilots, tasksetting
team, grid teams and launch crews.
Internode provided wireless broadband
service which was of great assistance.

May 2009

Junko (June) Nakamura awaiting launch

Photos: Geoff Vincent
WINNERS
Open:

Tony Tabart – Corangamite SC,
Vic – Ventus 2cM
15m:
Andy Smith – Mt Beauty GC,
Vic – Ventus B
Standard: Craig Collings – Mt Beauty GC,
Vic – ASW19
Sports:
Jarek Mosiejewski – Geelong
GC, Vic – Puchacz
The Achievement Award went to
Craig Collings in recognition of his
outstanding competition performance,
even more noteworthy considering that
he had less than 20 gliding hours in his
logbook in November 2008.
For full results go to [www.
printerschoice.com.au/Horsham2009]
Horsham Week raised $1300 as a donation to the Victorian Bushfire Appeal.

An outlanding… Instructor of the day used his
consummate engineering skills to attach the trailer

Just come from me
mate’s 21st party…
He wants to have a go.

Unfortunately the aircraft
is out of service.

HAPPENED RECENTLY ON AN AIRFIELD
Martin Feeg
It was a rather full on day, the duty instructor had
to cope with a line of pre- and post-solo students
and a number of joyflights.
One mature pilot wanted to fly the singleseater which had just had the Form 2 done, but no
evaluation flight. After consultation, also involving
other instructors of the club, it was settled: a briefing
on evaluation flights would be given and the pilot
(several hundred solo hours and substantial hours
on the type in recent weeks) would do it. Everything
was discussed and checked through, and we had just
been about to push out to the flightline when the CFI of the club turned up and
cancelled it with a stroke: “only instructors do such flights in this club!”
Close Shave? Well, I was appalled by the encounter; and have been milling
it over for quite some time now. Isn’t knowledge equivalent to safety? Haven’t
aviators always been sharing knowledge across all borders – even political
borders? Could it be that we are losing members because we don’t offer
our knowledge? Assume this pilot will get a private aircraft, who will do the
evaluation flight then?
I have hundreds of similar questions unanswered for. But one last important
one for you: I hope you are sharing your knowledge for the good of all; are you?
Safe soaring.

Soaring Australia
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An Interview with
Ulrich Kremer from
Schleicher in Germany
Bernard Eckey
THE CURRENT WORLDWIDE ECONOMIC DOWNTURN SEEMS TO
Ulrich Kremer

R

eports of mass redundancies are almost
daily occurrences and it is fair to assume
that glider manufacturers are not
immune from slowing demand
either. How are the major glider manufacturers coping with the new situation?
Our contacts have translated an interview
with Ulrich Kremer (Managing Director of
Schleicher Segelflugzeugbau – Germany)
for Soaring Australia.

Q: Mr Kremer, Schleicher Segelflugzeugbau, as the world’s oldest glider manufacturer must have seen a few ups and
downs in its history, but how serious is
the current economic downturn and how
is Schleicher coping with falling demand?
A: You are right, the current recession
seems to be the most severe I have
personally experienced, but so far there
is still ‘business as usual’ for Schleicher
due to a steady inflow of orders for our
latest models.
Although demand seems to have
come back from a very high level about
12 month ago we cannot report a
significant slowing of incoming orders.
Our wide range of products, ranging
from a basic trainer all the way to top
competition models, has so far shielded
us from the worst of this economic
slowdown. I would also like to think that
our efforts to build excellent working
relationships with the worldwide gliding
community have resulted in a very loyal
customer base. Perhaps this policy has
contributed to our satisfactory workload
and a continuing inflow of new orders.
Right now we have certainly no plans at
all to slow down production.
Q: It is good to hear that at least one
manufacturer is weathering the storm
reasonably well, but how do you see the
situation in the medium to long term?

12 Soaring Australia
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A: That, of course, is the $64000 question. No one really knows how long this
recession is going to last and how severe
it is going to be. However, I’m confident
that our new models are attractive
enough to ensure a secure future for our
company and its workforce. Well before
the current downturn appeared on the
horizon, we had started to invest heavily
in new models and now our new designs
are almost ready for production.
Rather than stretching the cockpit
of our ASH 25 and incorporating a few
refinements, we decided to start from
scratch and develop the ASH 30 Mi. This
totally new design will soon become our
new Open Class flagship. Its long list of
features and its projected performance
difference to current Open Class gliders
have already resulted in more than 40
firm orders.
Now our customers are eagerly
awaiting its maiden flight and its market
introduction. We are well on the way to
starting series production and will deliver
the first ASH 30 Mi to our customers in
late 2009. Initially we will build one ASH
30 Mi per month, but we soon need to
increase production to one-and-a-half
per month in order to satisfy the brisk
demand. And then, of course, we have
the new ASH 31 Mi.
Q: That was going to be my next
question. What can you tell us about the
ASH 31 Mi? I must say this was a wellkept secret.
A: Well, new aerodynamic research
has shown us that our ASH 26 had quite
a bit of untapped performance potential.
But not only that, some of our customers
also encouraged us to look past the
current 18m FAI class. They wanted a
glider which can also be flown in Open
Class by fitting larger and exchangeable
outer wing panels. This, of course, is

a proven concept which we already
implemented with our ASW 28-18 and
our ASG 29.
Our design team developed a new
inner wing with the aim of retaining the
already existing outer wing panels of
our proven ASG 29. We will soon know
more about the ASH 31 Mi performance
potential but we can confidently predict
that an aspect ratio of 33 and a maximum
wing loading of 53kg/m2 will provide a
significant performance boost. It seems
that our customers have already made up
their mind. The first year of production is
already sold.
Q: That sounds like you are retaining the
existing ASH26 fuselage, is that correct?
A: Yes and no! We will retain our
roomy fuselage, but we have opted to
incorporate a number of refinements and
integrated the latest research in regards
to safety and pilot protection. To minimise interference drag we have implemented research conducted during the
development of our ASW 27 and ASG
29 models but the changes are basically
confined to the inner wing section.
Last, but not least, we developed a
new rudder for the increased wingspan
in line with the latest aerodynamic
findings. All these refinements make us
very confident that our ASH 31 Mi will
be a big step forward and compares
favourably with the very best of gliders
currently available.
Q: That’s very interesting, but I understand you are also fitting a fuel-injected
engine in future. Is that correct?
A: Yes, I can confirm that all our
self-launching gliders will in future be
fitted with the same fuel-injected rotary
engine that is currently powering the ASK
21Mi. This power plant is built by Austro
Engines and has already been installed
in more than 400 of our gliders. Its fuel
May 2009
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injection system is even more user friendly
and the automatic altitude compensation
ensures that the power output of 41kW
(56hp) is hardly compromised at altitude.
It also offers many other advantages
over conventional two-stroke technology
and doesn’t require special fuel such as
AVGAS or two-stroke mixture. A very
simple engine management system and
a mechanical propeller stop eliminate
the need for sensitive electronics, sensors
and switches – a great contributor to
overall reliability.
Having said all of that, I hasten to
add that our gliders with turbo drives will
retain the two-stroke Solo engine. Just
to avoid confusion, I’m talking about the
ASW 28-18E and the ASG 29E here.
Q: Schleicher is still the only manufacturer fitting modern technology engines to
their self launching aircraft. Why is that?
A: Well, I can’t speak for the other
manufacturers but when we first developed the ASH 26 E more than 15 years
ago we felt that the rotary engine technology was far enough advanced to justify its use in self launching gliders. Rotary
engines offer simplicity and reliability in a
compact design while having a very high
power output for their weight and size.
At the time it might have been
regarded as revolutionary but today its
advantages are no longer under dispute.
A vibration-free running, a low noise
level, low fuel consumption, reliability
and the absence of regular maintenance
requirements (or inspection intervals)
has made the engine very popular.
Of course, we have also learned a few
lessons. Like every other aircraft engine
it doesn’t like long periods of inactivity
– especially not in a wet or overly humid
environment. Therefore we now advise
our customers to run the engine at least
monthly or preserve it in accordance with
our manual.
Q: Back to the Schleicher range of
sailplanes now. How is the demand for
new trainers and are you still getting
orders for the ASK 21?
A: Of course, we are still getting regular orders for the ASK 21. It is still as
popular as ever and I would not be
surprised if this trainer will achieve four
digit production figures before long. Part
of its ongoing success is the fact that it is
the only glider certified for 18000 hours.
More and more clubs regard it as
an investment into their future rather
than an unavoidable expense. Our early
customers have seen a major appreciation
in the value of their ASK 21 and some 25May 2009

year-old ASK 21s have recently changed
hands for about twice the original
purchase price. Quite amazing when you
think about it!
Q: Yes, Uli, we know that the ASK 21
has been a backbone of the Schleicher
production program for some time but
what about the self launching version?
A: We developed the ASK 21 Mi
almost five years ago but experienced
long delays with certification. This was
partly due to the changes our European
regulators went through. Fortunately
these problems are behind us now and
we are very pleased with the acceptance
of our ASK 21 Mi and the demand for it.
It seems not only popular with clubs but
also with private operators.
Clubs see it as a chance to open
a new chapter in basic training and
private operators utilise the aircraft to
recoup their investment by introducing
fare paying passengers to gliding. Their
business model seems to work: some of
our customers operate their engines for
150 hours a year.
We see the primary role for the ASK
21 Mi as an independent basic trainer
which can also be used for conventional
training and for air experience flights
without any need for the usual gliding
infrastructure. Several clubs in Europe
have already made the switch to training
new recruits in the self launching ASK 21
Mi and the concept seems to catch on. As
you can imagine, we are watching these
developments with great interest.
Q: So far we have not discussed the ASG
29. What can you tell us about this glider?
A: There can’t be any doubt that the
ASG 29 is greatly contributing to our
confident outlook for the medium to long
term. This glider was basically developed
from our ASW 27B and it seems that the
team around Michael Greiner has done
exceptionally well.
We are currently building ASG 29s
as fast as we possibly can and recently
reached a milestone by dispatching
ASG 29 number 100 after two years of
production. Our agents are reporting
that the ASG 29 is selling itself and the
incredibly large number of first places in
major competition seems to play a big
role in this.
We are very pleased that the long
development period is finally paying
off and that our customers seem to
appreciate that the large number of man
hours required for building such a highly
tuned racing machine requires a small
premium.

Q: We understand that you have recently
closed the production line for the ASH 25
and ASW 22. Why have you decided to
discontinue these very successful gliders?
A: There is no doubt that both of
these models have contributed greatly to
Schleicher’s reputation and their pilot’s
success on the competition scene. However, all potential customers for new ASH
25s were happy to wait for the introduction of our ASH 30Mi and have since
placed firm orders for the new model.
When we finally closed the production line for the ASH 25 we had little
choice but to do the same with the ASW
22 as both aircraft share essentially the
same wing. The large floor space required
for the tooling forced us to store the
moulds away from the main production
plant. It should not concern our customers
as it still allows us to provide after sales
service and satisfy future spare part
requirements. In fact we take great
pride in the fact that Schleicher is still
supporting gliders built more than 50
years ago.
Q: Thank you, Uli, can you also tell us
what Schleicher has in store for us in the
medium to long term?
A: Well, I think that you have already
been given a fair insight into our plans for
the future. We are only too aware that
standing still means going backwards;
especially in a world that seems to go
faster and faster all the time. Therefore
we have already put a lot of thought into
our production program in five years from
now. However, nothing concrete has
emerged so far and I ask for your understanding that we do not want to create
speculation or unrealistic expectations.
Our policy of releasing new gliders
only after being certain that no design
changes need to be implemented soon
after will continue unabated. There is
no room in our organisation for ad-hoc
action or hasty product releases and this
seems to be appreciated by our customers.
The longevity of our designs has ensured
that the value of Schleicher gliders is not
only retained, but is usually increasing
with time – a very important issue
especially in uncertain times like these.
Perhaps you will allow me to leave
it at that for the time being, but I’m more
than happy to talk to you again after
our ASH 30Mi and ASH 31 Mi have been
introduced. All I can say is that Schleicher
will continue their tradition of offering
highly competitive aircraft for every
FAI competition class with the exception
of ‘World Class’.
Soaring Australia
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A CLASSIC YEAR
AT THE CLASSIC
Richard Breyley
2009 WAS ANOTHER CLASSIC YEAR AT THE WYLIE CLASSIC.

T

he 2009 WA State Hang Gliding
Championship (The Wylie Classic) was
run by the Goldfields Dust Devils Hang
Gliding Club.
The competition got off to a slow
start on practice day with most teams
training their tow drivers. Only one team
(Airborne Assaults) had a driver with any
previous experience. A lot of the day was
spent training drivers, untangling ropes
and repairing tow gauges, leaving no
time for cross-country flights. (Bugger!)
Unusual for this time of the year,
the weather was characterised by weak
lift and low thermal heights. The task
committee responded accordingly, calling
a 60km task to Cadoux via Ejanding.
Scurge, a known performer in light
conditions, took the honours, but more
notably a number of novice pilots got
their first cross-country flights. Many
thanks go to Mika for stepping in and
towing for the day when the Dusties
driver did not show. Mika managed this
even with a baby seat and screaming

baby in the back. A good incentive for
the pilots to get away on the first tow
because we did not know when towing
would stop.
Days 2 and 3 brought up more of the
light conditions with 54 and 65km tasks
to Goomalling and then Merridin. The
good thing was that the Dusties managed
to find a driver. Uli, a German backpacker
was passing through town. He’s a novice
hang glider pilot from Germany and was
quite happy to spend a week drinking
and driving for us around the wheat belt
of WA.
Shelley Heinrich showed up a number
of the so-called ‘advanced’ topless pilots
with a personal best flight of 22km on
Day 2. Shooting to the lead of the Novice/
Floater Class.
Wednesday was blown out, but the
day was saved by Muzza who put on
another one of his famous spit-BBQs.
Mouse from the roadhouse donated
salads and bread and we had two kegs
of beer and a keg of cider from the

The Wylie-Coyotes setting up and getting ready to fly to Kalani

Photo: Curtis Jones
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Beaten Track Brewery in Kalgoorlie. A late
night was had tasting the local drop from
Kalgoorlie and talking about the previous
day’s flying.
Day 4 and we were on. The task
committee calls a 92km task to Kalanie
via Korda. Four pilots in goal, but the
most memorable flight was by Toby who
flew 65km in a Fun 190. This flight by
Toby brought the Goldfields Dust Devils
team back into contention. Grant Bond
also had a personal best 52km flight in
his Sonic. The Kalanie Bowling Club only
serves dinner once a week and we lucked
out. A great meal was had with the
atmosphere of country hospitality.
A 100km flight, dinner at the local
bowling club and a few roadies for the
trip back – priceless.
Day 5 and we were off to Calingari via
Goomalling. This 105km task proved to
be a challenge. Muzza came the closest,
landing about 15km from goal, with
Ruckus and Scurge close behind – and
another PB, this time by Angelo.
For those who are interested, Murray
Wood won by a mere 13 points from
Mark Stokoe and the Goldfields Dust
Devils were the victorious team, narrowly
defeating the Wylie-Coyotes. Grant Bond
won the Intermediate Class and Toby the
Novice Class.
While we did not have the crosscountry weather we usually expect from

Shelley Heinrich taking off for another cross-country flight
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Winners are Grinners, the 2009 WA State champion, Murray Wood
Photo: Andrew Talmage

the Wylie Classic, we still flew five out of a possible seven
days. In these challenging conditions it’s very satisfying
having to work for every kilometre.
We are all looking forward to the 2010 comps which
promise to be just as much fun and will be run by the
Western Soarers Club.
Thanks to Mark Stokoe, the competition director,
and Phillip Knight, the scorer, as well as the many people
who helped organise the competition.
A special thanks goes out to our sponsors. These
competitions would not happen without them: Airborne,
Moyes, Hang Gliding Association of Western Australia and
the Goldfields Image Works. We look forward to your
continued support. See you all in 2010.

ght

Photo: Curtis Jones
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Safety Concern: Retrofit Zoom
Uprights And Speed Bars

It has come to our attention that someone in Slovenia intends to produce and
distribute uprights which closely resemble
our Zoom uprights and can be mounted
into our gliders. The overall outside specs
are quite similar, so customers could easily
be mislead into thinking they may be just
as good to use.
Moyes strongly urges all pilots to
avoid using such non-Moyes spare parts.
Upon inspection we found that the
Zoom upright copy has a thinner wall
thickness and weights only 850gm. This
means 12% less material, as compared
to our original 970gm Zoom and 17%
less than the new, more refined 1030gm
Zoom. Consequently, this will yield to
about 30% less compression strength
(buckling resistance) as compared to
the 970gm Zoom, and about 50% less
strength than the new Zoom uprights
you will find fitted to our latest generation Moyes gliders.
Along the same lines goes our concern
with retrofit home-made or backyardproduced speedbars. None of these,
mostly wet lay-up, low cure temperature
resin fabricated speedbars, have ever seen
any kind of certification load test. They
do considerably differ in shape, length
and strength from the specs required
to go with our glider frames.
Please bear in mind, that uprights
and speed bars are a crucial factor for
any hang glider to sustain the +6G load
test required to grant a hang glider
airworthiness.
Using retrofit, non-original, nontested components in your hang glider
may inevitably put you outside this

Epsilon 6
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requirement for airworthiness. In case
of an accident this might not only harm
your health, but likely deprive you of
otherwise legitimate insurance claims
– if your accident can be related to the
presence of such non-tested components.
Since Moyes has introduced the
Zoom upright and speedbar, we have
over the years refined their cross sections
and overall design – partly for better fit,
partly for higher strength margin, partly
for more efficient aerodynamics.
Whilst all the Moyes Zoom A-frame
components have numerously passed
the required certification tests, we are
still constantly working to improve
our products.
Vicki Cain, Moyes Delta Gliders Pty Ltd,
[www.moyes.com.au]

Mt Borah Flying Limited:
6-8 June and 19-27 September
Due to Radio Controlled model aircraft
events, PG/HG flying during this period
will be limited at Mt Borah.
Please contact Godfrey for details:
02 67856545 or <skygodfrey@aol.com>.

Performance Indicator) printed on them
for use with the highly efficient and easy
to push accelerator system. This feature is
carried down from the Sigma 7 and takes
the guess work out of speed bar position
and effect.
Production, materials and finish
quality are recognised as being the
highest in the industry from wing right
down to the rucksack and included
accessories. The Epsilon 6 comes with a
comprehensive manual which even details
acro manoeuvre’s suitability. There are
two rucksack sizes to choose from.
With a glide angle of 8.9 at a higher
trim speed of 38km/h and a polar that
provides high speed glides unheard of in
this class, most current DHV 2s (!) have
been surpassed by its release. The Epsilon
6 is ideally suited to confident ex-school
pilots, those moving up from a DHV 1 and
recreational ‘weekend’ pilots who desire
the latest in the category.
For more information and test flights
contact the importer: Godfrey Wenness.
Ph: 02 67856545, email <skygodfrey@aol.
com>. For info and a video see [www.
advance.ch].
Manilla Paragliding

NEW PRODUCTS
Advance’s new Epsilon 6 LTF 1/2
With the runaway success of the recently
released Sigma 7 intermediate, Advance
of Switzerland have just finalised the
much anticipated Epsilon 6 after over one
year of constant development, dozens of
prototypes and multiple consumer field
test days.
Certified LTF 1/2 in all sizes the new
glider is a mid-range, entry level glider
and not a ‘hot to handle’ 1/2, despite its
top end performance. The design is, as
always from Advance, entirely new and
not just a re-work of a previous model or
de-tuned higher wing. As with the Sigma
7, Advance has produced a glider that
has class leading performance, lighter
handling than the previous model and
even more passive safety in the tradition
of the now legendary Epsilon series.
It comes in five new colour schemes
with full custom colours as an option.
There are four sizes for pilots all up
weights from 60 to 130kg with good
overlaps so that everyone can find a size
to suit. Like its DHV 2 stable mate, the
smaller two sizes have shorter risers (and
smaller brake handles) thereby making it
easier for those pilots to ground handle
and do big ears.
The D risers also have a handy speed
vs performance scale called ‘SPI’ (Speed

Aspen3

Aspen3 – Gradient’s New Sport
Class Wing
Gradient’s Aspen3 has landed after a
long period of development. The team
has finished finetuning its new Sport
Class climbing machine and after its
predecessor Aspen2’s worldwide success,
the Aspen3 meets the needs of ambitious
XC-pilots more intensely.
Gradient has perfected the glider’s
special lightweight construction and
managed to further reduce its weight. In
optimising the wing’s XC-characteristics
it was climbing performance and stability
in full acceleration to be important
objectives. With it a safe foundation
is provided for those XC-pilots chasing
miles. The Aspen3 is available in five sizes
and passed EN-C certification. The glider
May 2009
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has been designed to pass also as DHV 2
if the market requires so in the future.
More information [www.gradient.cx]
(worldwide).

OVERSEAS NEWS

FA I N E W S
New Main FAI Sponsor – Rolex
Rolex, the world’s leading exclusive watch
manufacturer, has announced that it has
become the main sponsor of the FAI.
Rolex will help the FAI to develop
these challenging and exciting air
activities, which combine high technology
with adventure and the pioneering spirit.
In particular, Rolex will be associated with
the prestigious distinctions awarded by
FAI. Previous winners of FAI Gold Medals
include household names such as Lindbergh, Mermoz, Tupolev, Gagarin, and
recent multiple FAI world record-holder
Steve Fossett. FAI President, Pierre Portmann, commented: “We are delighted
to be associated with the world’s greatest
name in time-keeping. Timing and
precision play a crucial role in aviation.
Rolex is the ideal partner for us.”
Max Bishop, FAI Secretary General

CLUB NEWS
Red Bull X-Alps 2009: Athlete
Diaries And Guestbooks Online
The 30 international Red Bull X-Alps
athletes have begun making entries into
their official diaries, which can now be
viewed on [www.redbullxalps.com] in the
athletes section.
Leading up to the launch of the
world’s toughest and most spectacular
adventure race on 19 July, the athletes
will detail their training stories, thoughts
and preparations.
Thomas de Dorlodot (BEL) explains
what he has been up to in the two years
since he crashed out of the 2007 Red Bull
X-Alps, while first time participant Tom
Payne (GBR2) has been flying with the
pilots of the Swiss league in Vionnaz.
Michael Gebert (GER) says his training has only consisted of ski touring so
far, due to the huge amount of snow in
the Alps and Ronny Geijsen (NED) writes
about a ‘blubber run’ competition.
Fans can pass on messages of support
and encouragement by writing in the
athletes’ online guestbooks.
For the fourth edition of the Red Bull
X-Alps, website visitors will be able to
follow the athletes’ every move in more
detail than ever before via the updated
Live Tracking facility. Faster updates and
extra features such as icons showing the
points at which diary entries were made,
bring the action direct to the viewer.
Check [www.redbullxalps.com] for
more information.
May 2009

The weather hasn’t been kind to us lately.
Except for a week of good weather in
February and beginning of March, it’s
strong SE and rain. We went from cyclone
Hamish to anti-cyclone mixed with upper
and lower trough. The best chance to fly
is between the highs. Unfortunately there
is usually a trough between the highs,
increasing the chance of rain and squally
weather, making flying dangerous.
The beach at Rainbow is rocky and
covered in salt water on high tide.
Please check tides and beach conditions
before flying. A visiting pilot had to land
between rock pools wetting his wing.
New Windsock
A team of Bob Symons and Marc Salisbury
went to the highest tree in Rainbow to
put up a giant windsock which you can
see from miles away. It’s impressive.
Some people have been getting
airtime, following is Lloyd’s report.
Jean-Luc Lejaille

Lloyd Flies 168km From Flaxton
South-east Queensland is putting on some
great conditions for us.
Carl and I had a great flight from
Flaxton on 27 March. We thought it was
going to be a good day, but on the way
to the hill I wasn’t quite so sure. Carl got
up straight away and hung around until

Eric

Photo: Mike Annear

I finally managed to snag one and got to
base – very low at only 1100m.
At first, the wind down low was quite
weak, but there was a southerly up high.
Carl got a bit wishy washy with decisionmaking, probably due to not having
his cockpit, and landed at Kandanga. I
managed a nice climb and kept on going,
skirting Gympie about 5km to the west.
Base got higher and the drift got
stronger as well, with glides averaging
60km/h and up to 70. It wasn’t until I was
at about 100km that I thought it was
going to be a good flight. Even then I
really didn’t think I’d flown that far. Gary,
our saviour, had picked up Carl and they
were both on their way. My radio ran out
of power at about the 120km mark so
we communicated by phone. Not ideal in
such strong conditions.
Anyway, i got to a point where I
thought communication might start
getting difficult if I landed with no houses
in the distance and decided to land
– 168km, just short of Carl’s coastal record
of 172km. We might just give the 200 a
Lloyd Pennicuik
crack tomorrow!

The Cairns Hang Gliding Club
Needs A New Logo
We have had a Hang-Gliding Crocodile
for many years and we feel it’s time for
an update, or maybe a fresh logo.
So, if you desire fame, fortune and
glory, or at least fame and glory, please
feel free to submit a design, doodle,
random scribble or Etch-a-sketch to
<flying@cairnshangglidingclub.org>.
I’ll have a dig around and see if we
can come up with a prize for the winner,
so let your imagination run wild!
Competition closes 1 June 2009.
Bob Hayes
Soaring Australia
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Ian Patching and owner John Ingram with the K7 VH-GNU
Photo: Peter Brookman

ANOTHER ‘MIGHTY K7’
RETURNS TO SERVICE
Ian Patching.

O

ver the weekend of 21 and 22
February, the long-serving K7
returned to the air over the good
country, Bordertown.
This K7, VH-GNU, was originally
with the Adelaide Soaring Club where
it gave many years of service before
being replaced by more modern gliders.
Like many before it GNU then went to a
smaller club at Woomera and then into
private ownership.
Generally, when this happens, the
gliders are lovingly restored and this
was no exception. Don Nottle and Brian
Underwood carried out an excellent
restoration and I well remember its
attendance at the 1999 Vintage Rally at
Gawler where many ex-ASC members
reminisced about the glider. Everyone
I speak to from the K7 era talk about
going solo in it and the pleasant flying
capabilities it exhibited.
Time moves on however and Don and
Brian moved onto other phases in their
lives and GNU was relegated to the back
of a hangar at Balaklava where it sat for
almost 10 years. However fortune smiled
on it when a couple of people expressed
interest and it was purchased in 2007 by
an ex-ASC member who was returning to
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flying after a long break. Unfortunately he was unable to finish
the inspection and he sold the
glider to John Ingram. John has put an
amazing amount of effort into finishing
the task and he should be very proud of
his effort.
It was hoped that the final inspection
could be conducted at the 2009 Vintage
Glider Rally and it was almost ready when
John took ill and required a period of
convalescence. Between him and me we
devised a cunning plan and left the glider
at Bordertown, nicely stored in Brian’s
farm shed, for me to return in a few
weeks and finish the paperwork and carry
out the final checks.
Alongside members of the Bordertown Gliding Club we were assisted by JR
who came up from Millicent and we spent
Saturday morning rigging and finding
out where all the bits went. We soon
ran out of pins, safety locks, and various
bits then stood back and found we had
something that looked like a glider with
everything appearing to be all there. I
then went and added to the weight of
the paperwork and cut down a few more
trees then handed a very relieved John
the paperwork that said it could fly.
Obviously John was nervous and I
realised I would probably have to do the
test flight just to prove that all the bits
we chucked in actually did what they
were supposed to do. Showing all the
confidence I could muster I nonchalantly
kicked the tyre and jumped in before it
went down. So after some 21000 launches
for 3000 plus hours the ‘Mighty K7’, VHGNU was ready for flying.
And fly it did. It was beautiful and
after a very nice winch launch I found
some lift and away we went. Fifty minutes later I returned to declare to John
that it flew just as it was supposed to
and that he should be very proud of his
efforts. John subsequently went and
sampled his work then kindly allowed
other people to fly it before jumping in
and flying for almost two hours. Some
more flights on Sunday before de-rigging
and preparing for Old Mates Week where
the glider will be a welcome addition to
the event.
John, your smile said it all. That makes
it all worth it.
NB: The reference to the ‘Mighty K7’ is due
to the GFA sub-editor having a vested interest in the type so if you want an article
published in VGC you have to extol the
virtues of K7s at least once in your piece!

OLD MATES’ WEEK
2009, BENALLA
 16 TO 20 MARCH
Courtesy Vintage Times
– the newsletter of the Vintage
Gliders Association

W

here can you get lots of
sailplanes and towplanes,
plenty of thermals, five
days of beautiful warm
sunny weather, wonderful facilities and
90 gliding personalities and friends, some
involved in gliding dating back to before
WW II? This year’s ‘Old Mates’ Week’ at
Benalla, that’s where!
Not only for ‘ancient’ glider pilots,
the meeting welcomed ‘young layabouts’
while encouraging those with a lifetime
in gliding to mix and share their experiences, as well as allowing plenty of ‘airtime’ for past, present and prospective
glider pilots. The annual dinner, held
on the Wednesday evening, this year
morphed a wonderful social evening,
good food and drink, and fascinating
talks by pre-war glider pilots Jack Hearn
and Kevin Sedgman.
A skilled raconteur, Jack had the whole
room sharing the dramas, the excitement,
the mistakes and the regrets of that fascinating era firsthand. Starting in the 1930s
with model aircraft before joining the
Gliding Club of Victoria during the early
days in operations around Melbourne,
Jack’s anecdotes about the gliders and
builders of the early years was fascinating.
He was thrust into the RAAF during
the hostilities and his war years took
on a direct relevance as he described
experiences while instructing at Benalla,
his two brothers, Keith and Bruce, also
based here while training as RAAF pilots
during the war. Jack also talked about
his time as Squadron Leader of Number 5
Squadron, seeing action in the south-west
Pacific on Boomerangs and Kittyhawks.
Thanks for a great presentation, Jack!
Kevin Sedgman, who remembers
the early days of model flying with
Jack before the war, became one of
Australia’s most experienced instructors
and private glider builders, describing
a lifetime of fulfillment in gliding. He
particularly acknowledges the Australian
and worldwide friendships gliding has
brought. Many students became skilled
pilots under his tutelage, and some have
gone on for rewarding and responsible
May 2009
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[www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.au]
careers in aviation. Kevin also was a
founder of Vintage Gliders Australia
32 years ago.
Thermals during the early part of the
week were subdued by an inversion at
about 4500ft, and each day became a
little better, until Friday when we enjoyed
heights above 9000ft. Predictions during
the daily briefings by Graham Garlick
were spot on. Cross-country flights were
made on all days and a couple of outlandings, with aerotow retrieves, occurred.
Also interesting were the stories about
struggles and scrapes to get home by some
of the more ambitious pilots. Many flights
into the nearby mountains were made.
A number of visiting gliders showed
up. The perennial Keith Willis came from
Bordertown Club with his PW-5, intent
on raising his average with flights in
excess of five hours. John Ingram brought
his recently surveyed K7 two-seater VHGNU from Adelaide, assisted by Kevin
Sedgman. Many good flights were made
with passengers and old-timer pilots
alike, the K7 superb in its ability to gain
height – and hold it – in light conditions.

Jenne and Dave Goldsmith brought their
Ka6, each logging many hours, capped
by Jenne’s 158km flight into a headwind
back home to the Bendigo Club on Friday.
Don Ridgeway enjoyed some flying in his
Slingsby Dart 17R. Roger Druce brought
his Duo-Discus XT, and, supported by
the Benalla Club’s new K21, IS28 and
syndicate Duo Discus, high performance
social soaring was enjoyed by many.
Altogether an unforgettable week,
with thanks to all, including organiser Jim
Barton, with briefings by Graham Garlick,
operational assistance provided by
Graham Garlick and Ken Boland, Rhonda
and Sue for patience with administration,
tow pilots Max Carpenter, Jim Barton and
Chris Gough, the Gliding Club of Victoria
members, the club’s caterers, and all the
‘Old Mates and Young Layabouts’ who
visited. A wonderful week was had by all!

John Ingram’s beautifully restored K7

Photo: Peter Brookman

Old mates Kevin Sedgman (front) and Alan Patching
prepare to defy gravity in the K7
Photo: Vintage Times

Weather Station

Wind, rain,
temperature,
humidity,
barometer,
plus more…
Also available:
Windsocks and frames,
handheld weather meters.
Australian Agent
for Davis Instruments.

ECOWATCH

Ask for your
FREE catalogue.

Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive
Kilsyth VIC 3137
Phone: (03) 9761 7040 Fax: (03) 9761 7050
email: <davis@ecowatch.com.au>
web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au]
Benalla Airfield, a great location, close to the city centre
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NSW State Comps Temora 2008
SIX FLAVOURS OF SOARING
David Meredith
‘TWAS THE WEEK BEFORE CHRISTMAS AND THERE WERE
MANY OF US STIRRING FURIOUSLY IN ONE OF THE MOST
VARIED COMPETITION WEEKS EXPERIENCED. THE SMALL BUT
EXPERIENCED GROUP OF COMPETITORS EXPERIENCED A WIDE
RANGE OF CONDITIONS AND DAYS  SIX DIFFERENT DAYS
Tom Claffey took out Standard Class

WITH SIX DIFFERENT FLAVOURS.

T

he competition also featured (at
least for me) further technology-driven
changes. GPS continues to improve the
life of the competitive glider pilot.
On the Friday before the comps, I
looked at the BoM website and concluded
there was no point driving the six hours
to Temora as rain was falling heavily
across southern NSW. Scratch the practice
day. On the drive up on Saturday
evening, the sky was full of stars until
just outside Temora when the heavens
opened up; I hoped this rain was not
going to continue. Sadly it did continue
through Sunday where the odd shower
and persistent southerly meant only the
hardiest were rigging. Scratch day one.

MON D AY D AY 1
Blue, low, reliable. Monday morning
dawned clear and cool, the southerly
persisted and some hopes of a typical post
frontal day were raised. On chatting to
Lisa Trotter, I found the next big change
in comps: no more temp traces; a result
of the modelling produced by BLIP and
other services. These models proved quite
reliable throughout this tricky week,
giving tasksetters the information they
needed to set the tasks to suit the days.
Given the difficulty expected for the
day, tasksetters opted for a three hour
AAT, with big circles, to the west and
north – both classes to fly the same task.
The day had reliable tight thermals with
fleeting little cumuli to tease you. Turned
out it was a day best flown without
water, so my dry Jantar placed fairly well,
although I was 20km/h slower than Lisa
20 Soaring Australia

Trotter who won Standard Class at
98km/h. Ray Humphrey was the only
outlander for what turned out to be
a slightly under-set day.

T U E S D AY D AY 2
Cumuli, strong wind, good climbs.
Everyone takes their turn on the
tasksetting committee and today was
mine. Being on the tasksetting committee
meant applying the following process:
Tom Gilbert has breakfast, reads
the tea leaves and considers a task.
Tasksetting committee convenes and Tom
tells us the task we are going to select.
We then receive a briefing on the
weather and concur with Tom.
Lord Wombat appears at the door, the
tasks are presented, Wombat makes wise
remarks, then concurs with the task.
All us lowly pilots cheer and scuttle
back to our glider to continue wiping and
ballasting. Works rather well.
We set speed tasks as the day is
considered rather good, with six knot
climbs to 7000ft and cu. Again, Mr BLIP
and friends prove quite accurate. The
trick for today is flying west into a strong
westerly for the first leg: a real slog
without ballast. I record my lowest point
for some time, but manage to get away;
but it costs me over 20 minutes.
Ray unfortunately has an even lower
point than me and landed. He then
proceeded to drink steadily with his new
farmer friend and they eventually arrived
back at 1am. A good afternoon and night
for Ray and crew.

As it turned out, Tuesday was the best
day of the comps and some great results
were recorded. Tom Claffey won the
329km task for Standard at 119kph and
Peter Trotter won Open class, 391km at
109kph.

W E DN E S D AY D AY 3
Cu-nims, storm fronts, raised dust, strong
climbs, the odd storm cell.
On front of the grid today; rather
handy as it turned out. I connected with
a solid climb off tow and went straight to
8000ft. Three tugs and nine in the class
meant we didn’t have to wait too long
for the start gate: fortunate, as there was
a very visible squall line to our SW moving
towards us. We could see it from the
ground and from the air it looked nasty.
Someone begged Lord Wombat to call
off the day, but he stood resolute. Now
the cunning of the tasksetters took over.
Our first leg of the two hour AAT was to
the north, allowing us all to run along the
front of the squall line. At close to 10 000
we watched the rain and the dust kick up
to our left.
The second leg was east to Grenfell,
again a great run under solid cumuli, with
a tailwind. This then lead to the big decision how far do you fly into the second
assigned area before you turn back southwest for home. We had good height, but
the headwind in the new air mass behind
the rain/dust curtain was unknown.
There were a few close calls, but
everyone, including Ray, got back. Well,
everyone except Simon Brown: kind of
wonder whether those 18m tips help
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or hinder! Tom Gilbert drove the other
Polish masterpiece (SZD55) round at a
very respectable 139.9km/h.

T H U RS D AY D AY 4
Big cu-nims, lots of storms, locusts,
pestilence, rivers of blood, floods.
Well, we thought Wombat was
pushing things yesterday, but today was
quite extraordinary. It’s been a long
time since I flew that close to lightning.
We again had a short AAT with close to
home turnpoints to limit the outlandings.
As we launched, large fat cumuli were
everywhere, a potent of things to come,
and it was still only 11am.
Leaving early was essential, so once
the gate opened, everyone headed east
to the calmer sky and the first turnpoint.
As we turned south to the second turn, it
was ugly. There was a distinct front to the
south and a wall of black lurked over the
centre of the assigned area. Most at this
stage simply kissed the circle and started
running for Temora or, in the case of
some, towards the final large area to get
some points for speed.
A curtain of water blocked my progress and like many, I chose to outland at
Temora, rather than land in a storm cell
affected airfield. Only three brave souls
in each class braved the 25kt headwind
into the third sector for a finish at Temora
– with the Trotters cleaning up their
respective classes, and Kerrie Claffey
coming third at a record slow 51km/h. We
had 15mm of rain in 11 minutes in the
strongest storm that afternoon.

S AT U R D A Y D A Y 6
Good climbs, well spaced cumuli and
a speed task. Six days in a row, which
just proves that too much gliding is
barely enough!
A classic racing day under nice clouds
up to 9000ft – with good speeds and
smiles all around. No outlandings either,
so Brownie and Ray de-rigged at the
airfield: quite unusual really. Winners
of the day were the usual suspects: the
Trotters with a perfect 2000.
Landing was a lot of fun, with most
gliders coming off the same cumuli 40km
out. If you were in the rear, you could see
a line of gliders in the glide slope steadily
descending into wind and onto the
straight-in finish.
Overall, the small field had a great
time and enjoyed the different conditions
on offer. We also enjoyed a competition
director with the wisdom and experience
to read the conditions and not let us lose
a day unless we had to. Also, well done to
the usual people at Temora who continue
to make this excellent sport aviation
centre available to us and cheerfully cater
to our whims and needs.

Open Class winner ‘Old’ Bill Hatfield

CHAMPIONS AND
TROPHY WINNERS
Open Class: ‘Old Bill’ Hatfield (apparently
it used to be ‘Wild Bill’ Hatfield, but that
was some time ago)
Standard Class: Tom Claffey
Fastest speed in Standard Class and fastest
speed overall: Tom Gilbert
Fastest speed in Sports Class:
David Meredith

The trophy for the fastest speed overall at the comp
was won by Tom Gilbert

Biggest party at the site of an outlanding:
Ray Humphrey

F R I D AY D AY 5
Strong westerlies, blue skies.
A late start after the last two stormy
jaunts. We had another two hour AAT
where the tactics involved in selecting
where to turn in the assigned areas
pretty much decided who won. ‘Old Bill’
proved yet again that age and treachery
will always beat youth and exuberance
with an emphatic win in Open Class. He
positioned his turns brilliantly to maximise
the use of the wind.
Bruce Campbell showed the value of
local knowledge by winning Standard
class. Meanwhile your erstwhile scribe in
his unballasted Jantar made the critical
mistake of flying too far downwind and
took forever to punch back into wind,
proving that three to four hours of flying
was highly achievable on the day!
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ASK-21Mi self-launcher piloted by Mark Bland and Richard Todd around Mt Bogong in the upper Kiewa Valley
and Mt Beauty. The helicopter was flown by Mt Beauty gliding club member Ian Douglass with photographer
Simon Dallinger

Soaring Australia

21

G FA

Victoria Steals New South Wales
‘Come And Get It’ Trophy
Mark Bland
FLYING OUR NEW ASK21MI UP TO TEMORA IN JANUARY FOR AN OVERNIGHT STAY AND A CHANCE TO
HAVE SOME BEERS WITH A FEW OF THE BATHURST AND CANBERRA MEMBERS DURING THEIR ANNUAL
SUMMER CAMP WE WERE BOASTING ABOUT SOME OF THE GREAT FLYING WE’D BEEN HAVING DOWN
AT MT BEAUTY AND HOW SOME OF OUR MEMBERS WERE REGULARLY FLYING TO MT KOSCIUSKO, ETC.

W

hile in a discussion with Rod
Stone from Canberra club about
possible flights to Bunyan he mentioned that they had a ‘Come And
Get It’ trophy that nobody had tried to
claim since 1977.
This stirred an interest and gave a
purpose to have a great flight and also
land at another club and stir them up.
So on Saturday 21 March with the
prospect of a couple of good days Richard
Todd (Cirrus VH-IUV) and myself in Open
Libelle VH-GUK) tentatively packed our
toothbrushes and a change of clothes in
the back of our gliders just in case! Mart
Bosman (LS6VH-IIN) and Andy Smith
(Ventus VH-GTB) also planned to venture
east with possible Bunyan out and returns.
Richard and I launched first and after
a small struggle found ourselves up over
Falls Creek where the first cumuli were.
The other two were delayed with a bird’s
nest on the winch (big tangle). At this
stage it looked good to the south so that’s
where we headed. Dropping down into
the Omeo valley is always daunting as you
suddenly realise that any outlanding will

Keith Ayotte, Richard Todd and Mark Bland with the elusive trophy
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not be popular, given the sudden increase
in road kilometres over the mountains.
At this point the sky was really blossoming to the east so off we went, hoping
to get high as we headed into the rough
country away from Benambra and good
landing options. Not a problem as we
approached cloudbase now at over
11 500ft. We could start to hear the
Canberra boys enjoying themselves also
and thought there was a good chance
of getting there. Approaching the high
range of the Great Divide you make a
decision to either go back or continue
with landing options at Tom Groggin
station, Geehi or Khancoban.
As we approached Mt Kosciusko we
heard Mart and Andy had finally launched
and had departed Mt Bogong high and
fast. With Sunday’s weather forecast
giving a 50/50 chance of getting home
Richard and I decided to take a chance
and go for the trophy. Over-flying Bunyan
into an approaching seabreeze we called
Bunyan base to inquire about some spare
beds in the clubhouse and received an
affirmative response. As we joined circuit
Andy and Mart were turning Jindabyne
and Cooma respectively and fortunately
both made it back to Mt Beauty.
After greeting the welcoming locals
we informed them of the purpose of our
visit and how Rod Stone had sowed the
seed to inspire us. A few mentioned that
it was a NSW trophy and that we were
from Victoria but I quickly added that I
was also a member of the Leeton Club and
that in the spirit of fair play they should
give it to us to reinvigorate its movement!
So as they were mostly in a hurry to
head off home we swiftly located the
trophy and got a few happy snaps with

President Keith Ayotte before settling
down for a night in the clubhouse with
Roger Denholm.
We awoke to morning fog which
Roger said was common for Bunyan so
we figured it would burn off and looked
forward to the Sunday crew arriving and
a good day ahead. As midday approached
a north-westerly wind started to pick up
and cu started forming to the east, but a
quick call to Mt Beauty informed us it was
not good, as it was raining there and it
looked quite dark and overcast towards
the east. Richard had to get back for an
early appointment Monday morning so
we started weighing up our options, none
of which were looking popular with our
standby crew at home. We discussed a
possible cost-effective double aerotow to
Mt Kosciusko with the tuggie to at least
get us on the right side of the mountains,
but logistics and valor dismissed this option.
By now the local Puchacz was local
soaring to 10 000ft so we decided to have
a launch and test the sky, even though it
looked horrible to the west. Back at Mt
Beauty Andy and Kitty Vigo (local Saint)
had drawn the short straw and were reluctantly hooking up my Libelle trailer. Our
plan was to try and make Jindabyne or
Adaminaby and hope the weather improved.
We climbed to 9000ft and as the overcast to the north-east started to blue out
and some cu started to form towards
Lake Eucumbene we got a little excited.
Punching into a 10 to 15-knot northwester, we thought there may have
been some wave about but it was not to
be. We got to Adaminaby quite quickly
however and the sky was a mixed bag,
with beautiful cu to the north toward
Canberra (airspace) and high cirrus and
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thick patch overcast to the west and
southwest. We called Andy and Kitty
(thankfully our mobile’s were still
working) and informed them that
Jindabyne was not on the agenda
and to wait at Corryong for further
instructions.
We had no trouble soaring around
Adaminaby, which had a nice airstrip
(about 3000 agl) close to town so we
held there for a while to see what
developed ahead. Over the next
hour we scratched around between
6000 and 8000ft, but every time
we proceeded east we came down.
We eventually got back to 9000ft
and with a few wisps ahead under
the overcast we tracked towards
Cabramurra along the Snowy
Mountain Highway.
Slowly descending towards high
ground we only needed another
good climb and we could have got
to the Corryong valley. However we
chickened out about 10km short
of Cabramurra, and with flat radio
batteries and flying side by side
we put our hands up to show our
frustration to each other and then
turned back for a safe landing at
Adaminaby. It was still soarable back
there but we needed to get on the
ground to sort out our retrieve.
The local café was very hospitable
as we waited for Andy and Kitty
who arrived at 8:00pm and had us
home by two o’clock in the morning.
We left the Cirrus tied down and
returned a few days later but that’s
another story!
We decided that the pain of two
long retrieves (Over 550km round
trips) would soon be forgotten in
comparison to the great flights we
had had, and at least we had broken
the drought on the movement of
the ‘Come and Get It’ trophy.
Special thanks to Andy and Kitty
and also to Mike and Elsie Pobjoy
in helping to retrieve the Cirrus.

Soaring Calendar
AUSTRALIA
The Great Australian
Paramotor Fly-In
18 to 23 May 2009
Camden Haven Airfield, NSW. Information: Lee Scott
<fly@highadventure.com.au>. An epic 460km adventure-trip to arrive at the above fly-in is planned,
departing possibly from Hasting Pt. Many pilots are
confirmed already, ground-support is available, and
an informal video movie may also be filmed. More
information: Brett Paull <101airbourne@gmail.com>
or 0435 203153.

High Country Get-together
23 to 24 May 2009
Corryong, VIC. A fun flying weekend open to any
ML pilots – a great area for NSW and Victorian pilots
to meet. Corryong has a great airfield and town as
well as fantastic scenic flying anywhere from Tumut,
Holbrook or Bright as cross-country destinations. Ph:
Tony Dennis 0418 574068.

12th National Pico Fly-In
18 to 20 September 2009
The biggest gathering of PPG pilots in Australia. As
usual in Milbrulong, NSW ( east of Lockhart and south
of Wagga Wagga). Camping on the sportsground and
limitless flying from one of Jeff’s paddocks. Those
new to the sport or interested to get involved are
all welcome, a great place to learn from the more
experienced pilots. Join in for a fun weekend of
extreme PPG flying. For details refer
to [www.thepico.com.au] or contact the organisers Jeff
02 69206233 or Jos 02 60265658.

Bunyan Wave Camp 2009
19 to 27 September 2009
Canberra Gliding Club Inc. For details and to register
your interest go to [www.canberragliding.org] or
contact Stuart Ferguson 0419 797508 ‚Äì <sdf01@
bigpond.com>. Oxygen will be available at Bunyan

Queensland State Gliding
Championships 2009
26 September to 3 October 2009
Hosted by the Darling Downs Soaring Club at
McCaffrey Field, Jondaryan. All classes. For further
information <info@ddsc.org.au>.

49th Multi-class Nationals
4 to 15 October 2010
Hosted by the Darling Downs Soaring Club at Dalby
Aerodrome. For further information <info@ddsc.org.au>.

Melbourne Cup Vintage Rally
31 October to 8 November 2009
Bendigo Gliding Club, VIC. Time to forget those winter
chills, have fun and fly! Contact Dave Goldsmith, <hutter
17@bigpond.com>, [www.bendigogliding.org.au].

Narromine Cup Week
22 to 28 November 2009
Further information contact Beryl Hartley <Hartley@
avionics.com.au> or phone 02 68892733 (bh).

NSW State Gliding
Championships 2009

• • • • • • • • • •

2009 Australian Junior
Nationals (Joeyglide)
12 to 19 December 2009
Narromine, NSW. A competition for pilots under the
age of 26. Further information [www.joeyglide.com].

48th Multi-class Nationals
4 to 15 January 2010
Waikerie, SA. Entries are open online [http://waikerie
gliding.com/multiclass/enter.html], record your interest
at [http://waikeriegliding.com/multiclass/interest.html].
Full time flying operations will be underway from
27 December 2009 including the successful Coaching
Week where you can finetune your skills. Accommodation, caravan and camping spaces available at the
airfield. Please email <bookings@waikerieglidingclub.
com.au> for more information or see [http://waikerie
gliding.com/Accommodation.htm]. Off-site accommodation can all be found at [www.waikerietourism.com.
au/Accommodation.htm]. For further enquires email
<comp@waikeriegliding.com>.

VGA Annual Rally
9 to 16 January 2010
Bordertown-Keith Gliding Club, SA. It just keeps
getting better! Contact Ian Patching <patching@
westnet.com.au>, [www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.
au], [www.brookmanonline.com].

OVERSEAS
World Air
Games 2009
7 to 13 June 2009
Torino, Italy. First Category Event.
[www.worldairgames.org].

17th FAI World Hang Gliding
Class 1 Championship
20 June to 4 July 2009
Montagne de Chabre, Laragne-Ribiers, France.
First Category Event, World Championship.
[www.chabre2009.com/].

Austrian Alps HG Rally
5 to 9 August 2009
Guided tour across the premier HG sites of Austria in
the peak flying season. The Austrian Alps provides epic
mountain flying conditions. Every launch offers the
chance to fly over 300km. The current World record for
longest triangle flight of 407km is from Greifenburg
launch. The rally will kick off here, and will be the first
of five monumental flying days. Day 1: Greifenburg to
Zillertal. Day 2: Zillertal to Koessen. Day 3: Koessen to
Altaussee. Day 4: Altaussee to Zell am See. Day 5: Zell
am See to Greifenburg. Check the course on Google
Earth. Cost: €$975, includes accomodation, transport,
retrieve, snacks and drinks. Contact <michi.friesi@
gmail.com> for more info.
Other international events can be found
at [http://events.fai.org/].

[Note: GAP parameters, where listed in the above
events, are: bomb-out distance (minimum scoring
distance), nominal distance (minimum task length),
nominal time (minimum expected winners time),
and goal percentage (nominal percentage in goal).]

28 November to 5 December 2009
Hosted by Bathurst Soaring Club and Narromine Gliding Club at Narromine aerodrome in the week following the Narromine Cup. All classes. Go to [www.nswgc
2009.com.au] or contact <colinturner@bigpond.com>.
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YOU’VE GOT WINGS  1
Rob Donaldson
D AY  2  9 J U LY

(Nowergup)
This evening my wife, Fiona, and I met
all the team members partaking in the
‘Across Australia Challenge’ and for the
Australian Crew, the ‘Around Australia
Challenge’. A lovely BBQ dinner was put
on at Dress Circle Farm, preceded by a
quick introduction to all of the participants and then the first of our ‘briefings’
which were to become a daily event.
Ian discovers that his radiator has
developed a crack and is unserviceable,
thus grounding his aircraft. He is devastated, having spent the last two years
planning this trip only to be denied participating on Day 1. Well, John Sharman
took up the challenge to fix the radiator

in time for the start of the event. It was a
difficult task as Ian’s radiator is plastic not
metal, so it couldn’t be welded.

Day 1: Friends and family gathering to send
us on our way

D AY 0  1 1 J U LY

(Nowergup)
It is my 40th birthday. This is my first
day of leave from work for the next five
weeks. It is the day I bring the trailer with
all of our equipment and microlight to
the start point, Nowergup (a northern
outer suburb of Perth). I set up the wing
and give the microlight a full pre-flight
check. I spent the rest of the day running
around town getting together the final
items required before departing on our
great adventure.
The radiator saga continues. The repairs made by John Sharman unfortunately
didn’t work under pressure, but he did
find a plastic radiator repairman nearby
who offered to help and to have a solution by morning when it was required.
We all crossed our fingers in the hope
that he was right.

Day 1: Jurien Bay airstrip

Day 1: Leaving Nowergup for the coastline

D AY 1  1 2 J U LY

(Nowergup to Riverside Sanctuary,
Kalbarri, 276.6nm, 5.2 hours)
Day 1: Close inspection of Ian’s radiator repairs

Day 1: Departed Nowergup and heading for the coast

Day 1: Dodging scattered showers north of Jurien Bay
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Well if we’re not ready by now, it’s too
late. The countdown has just completed
and it’s time to start our adventure. The
team is joined by a crowd of family and
friends, media and representatives from
one of our donation recipients, the Royal
Flying Doctor Service (RFDS). I was ‘buddy’
partnered with Dave Seymore for our
flight today. Our flight path is due to take
us up the Western Australian coastline
to Jurien Bay and then on to Kalbarri. I
have a passenger for the first leg of our
flight to Jurien Bay. Our passengers are
donating at least $80 (to commemorate
the 80th anniversary year of the RFDS).
Ian conducted a quick check flight to
test the repaired radiator and all looked
akay. So with all eight microlights ready,
all checks complete and passengers
strapped in, we taxied out to the Nowergup runway and took to the skies to
commence our journey. The day had
started with some light rain showers, but
by take-off time a nice gap had appeared
and all was clear. In the skies, we had to
dodge a few incoming showers but in the
whole the flight to Jurien Bay was dry
and enjoyable.

Day 1: Sand dunes near Jurien Bay

Day 1: The Pinnacles

Day 1: Wind farm at Jurien Bay

May 2009

H G FA
Just prior to landing at Jurien Bay, I
took Dave over the Pinnacles. At Jurien
Bay we disembarked most of our passengers and took to the skies once more. Not
long after departing from Jurien Bay, Ian
radioed that his engine temperature had
suddenly risen and that he was going to
land immediately. The coastal road north
of Jurien Bay was relatively free of traffic,
but just as he was about to land on the
road, along came a bus and a group of
bikies, so he darted across to a side road
and landed safely there. Unfortunately
the repairs to the radiator had given
way and this effectively grounded his
microlight until a replacement radiator
arrived in Australia. Seeing that Ian was
safe and the ground crew was soon to
arrive to collect him, we headed north to
Kalbarri and then to Riverside Sanctuary.
The runway was a makeshift clearing in
the middle of a wheat field. With Dave
close at hand, I conducted a quick fly
past inspection and then landed on the
narrow and soft runway. This was not
a problem for my wide fat tyres (tundra
undercarriage), but would prove to be
very interesting for all those with thin
small tyres (Jon, Ian and Dave).
The ground crew arrived after dark,
having spent an hour collecting Ian and
his microlight. Thankfully our trailer was
able to accommodate his plane with limited disruption to all the gear so carefully
packed on the other two trailers.
The group was met by a very disgruntled inn-keeper. To call him a ‘grumpy
old man’ would be polite. He upset my
wife, who had been driving for several
hours at this stage, towing a full trailer,
and was not expecting such an unfriendly
welcome. However, the lodgings and
meals provided were very satisfactory.

D AY 2  1 3 J U LY

(Riverside Sanctuary, Kalbarri to Denham,
Shark Bay, 178.7nm, 3.0 hours)
Today I changed my ‘buddy’ partner to
Derek due to a closer airspeed match
with our wing/engine combination. Again
we followed the beautiful WA coastline
northward. Along the way we spotted
whales and dolphins in the water. It is
amazing to watch a whale so close yet
unobtrusively. We flew all the way up
to Dirk Hartog Island, before heading
inland to Useless Loop and climbing to
5000ft to make the water crossing to
Denham. Damn it was cold up there,
however, necessary in case we had to
glide back to land. Thankfully we crossed
safely and quickly and flew into Denham
May 2009

(Shark Bay). While crossing the water
I could clearly see the sea floor and its
shallow and deep ravines. The water
changes colour from mild greens to deep
blues and sometimes to brilliant aqua
depending on the depth of water and its
underlying sand and rock formations. The
mix of colours was just spectacular. This is
a World Heritage area and one of only 15
places in the world which meets all four
criteria for eligibility for World Heritage
(you only need to meet one criteria to be
eligible for World Heritage listing).
While waiting for the ground crew
to arrive, we made small talk with three
guys who were waiting to be flown
to the Useless Loop Salt Mine. We all
watched in shocking amazement when
their pilot came roaring into the airport
parking lot, skidding to a stop, sideways!
She was obviously not in a good mood
and proceeded to throw things around,
conducted the briefest of preflight checks
possible and then demanded to know
who were her passengers for this’bloody
trip’. The three guys timidly raised their
hands and left with her. Now that was
a flight I would have refused to have
boarded. We made camp at the airport
behind the hangars.

Day 2: Denham airport microlight line-up

Day 2: Flight line at Denham airport

D AY 3  1 4 J U LY

(Denham, Shark Bay to Coral Bay,
195.8nm, 4.2 hours)
I took Richard (the group photographer)
up as a passenger today. Again we had to
climb up to 6000ft to make the crossing
to the mainland. It wasn’t as cold today,
but chilly never the less. We caught
up with Howie on the mainland side
and pulled in close for some nice aerial
photos. As we reached Carnarvon for our
lunchtime stopover, I flew over towards
the Satellite dish that was used during
the late 1960s to communicate with the
Apollo spacecraft. We stayed in Carnarvon
for lunch which turned out to be quite
amusing. Angus corrected the wait staff
in relation to the fish of the day ‘Spotted
Red Emperor’ saying no such fish existed.

Day 2: Flying over Shark Bay towards Denham

Day 2: Pre-flight checks at Riverside Sanctuary,
Kalbarri, runway in the wheatfield

Day 2: The beautiful waters of Shark Bay

Day 2: Howie flying towards Kalbarri
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Day 3: Refuelling at Canarvon airport

Day 3: “This’ll do, mate, I won’t need any more than that!”

The cook brought out the box confirming
the name of the fish, which Angus still
refuted. Not surprising, but our lunch
came out very late. The Airport Refueller
came over and topped up the fuel in each
of the microlights. Ian and Jon, in Jon’s
microlight bypassed Carnarvon and did
not refuel. The decision to either fuel up
or not would prove very interesting later
in the day.
After refuelling, Angus had a lot of
trouble starting his microlight. He finally
got it to cough to life and floored the
throttle to keep it firing. Unfortunately
this moved the microlight forward
and it struck Warren’s microlight, wing
leading edge to wing leading edge. No
apparent damage done, but egos dented
nevertheless.
After taking off from Carnarvon, I
took a flight path along the coast and
over towards the blow holes. Richard
took some great video of this part of the
coast and I think we even got a blow hole
in action.
I hit turbulence at about 1500ft along
the coast and lost the left hand outside
batten from the wing. The microlight
rolled suddenly and significantly. I brought
this back to a level attitude and spotted
a homestead airfield nearly and aimed
for a controlled forced landing. I found
that the slower I flew the more control I
maintained and was able to safely land
at the airfield. After a close inspection
26 Soaring Australia

of the wing, finding no other issues or
damage, decided to continue to fly on to
Coral Bay, some 30nm to the North.
Just three nautical miles from Coral
Bay, and with the airfield almost in sight,
Dave made a Mayday call indicating that
he had just had an engine failure and
would conduct a forced landing in the
low lying bush. From his approximate
1500ft altitude, he picked a relatively
clear patch of bush and landed the
microlight. Unfortunately for Dave, to
make matters worse, his radio battery
was almost out of charge and he was only
just audible over the radio. As I had a
good visual of him, I followed him down
and circled his position when he landed.
His landing looked relatively good and I
was pleased to see him climb out of the
microlight unhurt. We were able to keep
some occasional radio communications
before his radio died completely. I continued to slowly circle, in continual
left hand circuits, due to my own wing
problems until the failing daylight forced
me to leave him, but not before his
location was radioed to our ground crew
who quickly mobilised into action to
collect him and Sharon.
I slowly limped into Coral Bay and
made a nice gentle landing. At least
Richard was very impressed given our
issues of the day.
Upon landing we heard that Dave
and Sharon had been found and picked
up. We also found out that Jon and Ian
had also only just arrived before us. This
surprised us as they bypassed Carnarvon
and should have been here hours before
us. A common weather pattern along the
west coast of Australia is for the winds
to pick up in speed considerably during
the middle of the day and to drop off
later in the afternoon. They got caught
in 25 to 30kt headwinds after Carnarvon
and calculated that they would not
make Coral Bay on their remaining fuel.
Jon landed at an airstrip along the way
hoping to be able to flag down a passing
motorist for some fuel. Unfortunately
no motorists came by for the next few
hours. Luckily for them another plane
landed at their airstrip and flew Jon to
Coral Bay to top up a Jerry can and then
flew him back to his microlight. When
Richard and I landed at Coral Bay, this
Good Samaritan of the airways was just
about to land his boat plane when he
aborted just feet from the deck. He had
just realised in time that he had not put
his wheels down for landing. That was
very nearly an expensive landing. Later,

we met up with the pilot of the boat
plane again at dinner. He mentioned to
Ian that we were doing this flight around
Australia the hard way as the winds were
predominantly anticlockwise and we were
flying in a clockwise direction. Ian tried
to explain that it was for the beautiful
scenery and the desire the end up in
Brisbane that we flew this way. Anyway
I think Ian is getting so tired of everyone
saying we should have flown from
Brisbane to Perth that he is considering
renaming this journey ‘Wrong Way
Round’! Don’t worry Ian, I’m loving the
trip this way.

D AY 4  J U LY 1 5

(Coral Bay)
Today we decided to stay in Coral Bay and
enjoy the sights and natural treasures of
this little community. With my aircraft
in need of a new wing batten which we
were able to source in Exmouth (only
150km away) and with Ian’s replacement
radiator apparently ready for collection
in Exmouth, I drove Ian and Derek to
Exmouth in search of our spare parts.
Unfortunately for Ian, his promised
radiator was not there, as it had not yet
left Perth. Fortunately for me, I was able
to meet up with Peter from Ningaloo
High, a microlight club and business
taking tourists for joy flights. Peter
generously donated his wing batten to
me which we were able to slightly modify

Day 4: Campsite on the airfield at Coral Bay

Day 4: Recovery of Dave’s trike after forced landing
at Coral Bay
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to fit my Streak 3 wing. Once again,
thanks Pete. So with a disgruntled and
disappointed Ian in the passenger seat,
we headed back to Coral Bay!
The ground crew had been busy while
we were away. My microlight had developed a small leak in a back tyre overnight
and they showed Fiona how to repair
it. Great job done. They also reviewed
Dave’s machine and were able to make
sufficient repairs to get it back in the air
for tomorrow, once a little engineering
job was done on the axle. A few quick
check flights and ‘donation’ flights were
conducted in the late afternoon.

D AY 6  J U LY 1 7

D AY 8  J U LY 1 9

(Exmouth to Fortescue River)

(Port Hedland to Pardoo Station, 87nm,
1.6 hours)

D AY 5  J U LY 1 6

(Coral Bay to Exmouth, 117.8nm,
2.2 hours)
Today we had a small but spectacular
flight up the coast and around the
peninsular to Exmouth. All the way along
this stretch we were flying along the
Ningaloo Reef. We could clearly make out
the diverse sea creatures along the coast;
dolphins, turtles, rays and schools of fish.
The water was so clear and a beautiful
aqua color. This is really a fantastic section
of coastline, probably the most beautiful
of all the coastline we will fly.
Ian’s radiator arrived in Exmouth
today. Someone was a very happy boy!
He quickly went to work to install it,
run it up and finally got to fly again.

Day 6: Fortescue River

We rejoined the group today at Port
Hedland airport. It was a bit windy, so
rigging up the wing proved interesting.
We waited around for a while to see if
the wind conditions would start to die
down. Crunch time came at about 3pm
when we had to decide whether to fly or
stay. Ultimately we decided to push on
and take off. The first 500ft were quite
bumpy but we found a nice tail wind at
4000 to 5000ft.
I have had this niggly problem with
my microlight ever since taking delivery
earlier this year. The radio has been put
so far down the panel, that I cannot read
the display whilst sitting up normally.
As we had to change to three
different frequencies on this trip I had
to perform an in-flight aerial contortion
act to lower myself to be able to see the
changing frequency. I didn’t do this until
quite late in the flight and I lost sight
of Derek during this contortion act. In
so doing, I overflew Pardoo Station by
30nm before turning around and heading
back. As we left Port Hedland so late

Day 6: Howie near Onslow salt lakes

D AY 7  J U LY 1 8

(Fortescue River to Mundabullangana
Station)

Explorer LD

Powered Harness

Day 5: Exmouth airport and campsite
Day 7: Island near Karratha

Day 5: Ningaloo Reef
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Day 7: The well-maintained airstrip at Fortescue River

www.airtimeproducts.com.au
info@airtimeproducts.com.au

Soaring Australia

27

H G FA
the setting sun was now playing a major
role in the events to follow. The radio
chatter I was listening to indicated that
the Pardoo landing strip was now their
access road and not the airstrip (due to its
disrepair). Care had to be taken as there
were a few trees very close to the edge of
the road that had to be avoided, and the
occasional car still arriving at the station!
With the sun now set and the light now
quickly deteriorating, I decided to land
on the road at the Cape Keraudren
camp site. I figured that at least there
were people here and therefore food,
shelter and communications. Not only
that, I was able to clearly see the road
and its landing conditions here, whereas
if I pushed on, it would likely be dark at
Pardoo Station with an awkward landing
site. Well I figured, it’s better to be safe
here than unsafe there! So land here I
did, which brought all the local campers
out to see what was going on. At least I
knew I wouldn’t be lonely! I secured the
plane and answered all the questions
from the local campers, even getting a
$10 donation from one. Anyway, the local
campers provided me with a meal and
shelter before the ground crew where
able to catch up with me and collect me.
At our briefing tonight we reviewed
the weather for the next few days and it

wasn’t looking good. Strong winds were
due to hit at about 2am tomorrow and
were expected to remain for the next few
days. Fiona and I decided to drive back
to my stranded plane and secure it more
than just the wing tie-downs and to camp
there overnight.

D AY 9  J U LY 2 0

(Pardoo Station)
Well, true to the weather man’s
predictions, at about 2am the wind really
did pick up. Thankfully when Fiona and
I arrived back at the plane late last night
we had lowered the wing, parked the car
in front of the plane and put so many tie
downs on it, it must have looked like the
giant tied down from Gulliver’s Travels.
We had concentrated so much on the
plane last night that by the time it was
secured we just quickly threw up the tent
and went to bed. We should have spent
just as much time securing the tent as we
did the plane because when the wind hit
our tent was flapping around so much I
thought it was going to take off. Had it
not been for the weight of its now two
very awake occupants, I think it would
have gone. That was the last of the sleep
gained for the night!
Ranger Steve came around in the
morning and charged us for the ‘camp

site’ we had created on the side of the
road. He then refused to assist us to
try and get a message to the rest of
the crew at Pardoo Station. “It’s a bit
inconvenient for me,” was his excuse. I
couldn’t believe I was hearing this from a
Park Ranger. I think a letter of complaint
is definitely going to be sent to the Shire
of Carnarvon over this. It has surprised me
on this trip how we have met a number
of individuals who have been absolutely
appalling in their behavior. I have found
it a bit embarrassing when we are hosting
our good UK friends around Australia
and they see this ‘Ugly Australian’. I know
every country has its bad eggs, but we
have met so many on this trip, more than
I have ever met in my life combined, that
it has been very disappointing.
By midday the wind had not abated
and one of the campers was able to get
the weather report for the next few days
for us. More of the same, strong winds!
Our choices were, stay here on the side
of the road (and no doubt be charged for
the privilege again by Ranger Steve) for
the next few days or drive on to our next
destination, Broome. Tough choice really!
So Fiona and I packed up the microlight
and drove to Broome.
To be continued

Airborne Edge-X
Tundra Modification
Kev MacNally – HGFA WM Technical Officer
Larry Jones

AS YOU WILL KNOW FROM MY PREVIOUS ARTICLE MODIFYING
YOUR MICROLIGHT, THE TUNDRA MODIFICATION IS A MAJOR
MOD. AS SUCH, IT NOT ONLY REQUIRES AN ENTRY IN THE AIRCRAFT
LOGBOOK, BUT ALSO APPROVAL FROM THE MANUFACTURER IN
ORDER TO COMPLY WITH CAO 95.32.

C

urrently, Airborne Australia are
putting together an Approval
package for this Mod. It consists
of relevant drawings, installation
instructions and an Approval certificate
which details the conditions to be complied with in order to gain this approval.
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By the time you read this article, anyone who has purchased a Tundra Modification Kit (Part No. 105204) should
already have been contacted by Airborne
Australia, and issued with an Approval.
You should note that the Approval has
certain criteria that must be met before
the Approval comes into effect. If you

are currently an owner of an Edge-X
trike which has the Tundra Kit already
installed and have not been contacted
by Airborne Australia regarding this
Mod, then you should contact them
and request approval, at your very
earliest convenience.
Trike owners should remain aware
that they are required by CAO 95.32 to
obtain approval from the manufacturer
prior to the installation of any Major
Modification to their aircraft. Failure to
do so renders the aircraft unserviceable
and not fit to fly.
Safe flying is not just about how you
fly your aircraft; it’s also about how you
maintain it.
Safe Flying.
May 2009
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“I Knew I Shouldn’t Have Taken
That Last Pill…”
Simon Plint
I PUT THE POST ON THE FORUM THAT THE OFFICE WAS GOING TO MANILLA FOR A LONG WEEKEND
AND THAT EBBS AND I WERE LOOKING FOR ANOTHER PILOT. JIM REPLIED AND WE WERE SET. THE
DRIVE UP FROM NEWCASTLE WAS UNEVENTFUL… UNTIL WE GOT TO MURRURUNDI. USUALLY AT THIS
POINT I DRIVE AND EBBS RELAXES IN THE PASSENGERS SEAT WITH A BEER, BUT WITH JIM ON BOARD
I SAW A CHANCE TO HAVE A BEER TOO, SO I QUICKLY DOBBED JIM IN AS THE ‘DESIGNATED DRIVER’,
AFTER WE HAD STOPPED FOR SOMETHING TO EAT.

W

e ordered our hamburgers
from the new cafe in
town, but they were
going to take a while, so
we went back to the Office and dropped
the tailgate. While Ebbs opened the bar
Jim opened a veritable chemist shop within a tightly packed Tupperware container
full of coloured pills in wrappers and
bottles. Ebbs was busy fishing for a four
X and missed the pharmaceutical display.
Eventually our food arrived and was
quickly devoured.
Then it was time to set off again, and
so it was ,with a belly full of burger and
beer, that Ebbs was blissfully unaware of
any ramifications that might result from
Jim’s prescriptions. Besides he had watched
Jim abstain from drinking on the tailgate,
opting for a cappuccino instead. Right
away Jim was ill at ease with the size of
the truck and the manual transmission,
but Ebbs was patient while Jim executed
a six-point U-turn in the side street and
eased his way back onto the highway.
We left the built up area and Ebbs
suggested that Jim use the cruise control.
There was a quick reply from Jim, who
was now hunched over the wheel; “No,
those things will kill you!” and he continued to drive a 60km in a 100km zone.
When I say ‘quick reply’, I mean that
Jim was both quick to respond and he
was talking quickly. I have noticed that
Jim normally does talk quickly, but now
his words were almost joining together.
Ebbs deliberately turned in his seat
enough so that I would see his raised
eyebrow as he nervously sucked from a
May 2009

raised bottle. A clever tactical move, I
thought. The bottle was serving the dual
purpose of shielding his growing concern
from Jim and delivering the sedative that
he needed to stay calm.
Jim was not comfortable. Literally. He
had pushed the seat so far back that I had
to sit in the middle of the back seat since
the seat behind Ebbs was full of gear. In
his nervousness, Jim had fumbled with
the tilt setting so that he had no back
support. I thought this might account for
why he was hunched over the wheel and
his knuckles were white, but Ebbs and I
soon found out that there was another
reason: Trucks.
Jim started talking to himself – which
is one thing – but when Jim answered
(himself), Ebbs and I both choked on our
beer. I know this is not going to translate
well, and you had to be there, but here’s
how it sounded:
Jim 1: “Don’t-like-driving-at-night.”
Jim 2: “Neither do I.”
Ebbs: “Come on Jim, put your
foot down!”
Jim 1: “I’m-doing-sixty-for-god-sake!”
Jim 1: “Two-lights!”
Jim 2: “It is a truck!”
Ebbs: “Jim, don’t you think you’re
being a little paranoid?”
Jim 1: “I’m not paranoid!”
Jim 2: “But he is!”
Jim 1: “S***head!”
Jim 2: “Don’t you dare talk to me
like that!”
Jim 1: “I-was-talking-to-the-truck!”
Jim 1: “Four-lights, s*** there’s-twoof-them!”

Jim 1 and 2

Jim 1: “Road going-into-three-lanes!”
Jim 1: “Not-fair-two-against-one!”
Jim 2: “I did tell you not to take that
last pill.”
Jim1: “The-red-pills-are-okay!”
Jim 2: “No, you only take the red pills
if you take too many of the blue pills.”
Ebbs: “Spllliiinnnntttt! Put that beer
down, you’re driving next.”
I think Jim was kidding, but I’ll never
be sure. Anyway, he settled down once
we got to Tamworth and we made our
way toward Manilla. We arrived at the
Royal to be greeted by a new barman,
Seibsy. It was my shout so I got Ebbs a
beer and asked Jim if he wanted one beer
or two?
Soaring Australia
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A NEW APPROACH TO
TRAINING GLIDER PILOTS

The Glider Pilot Certificate (GPC)
Terry Cubley
GFA HAS SPOKEN FOR YEARS ABOUT THE NEED TO TRAIN PEOPLE BEYOND SOLO, BUT OUR TRAINING
AND LANGUAGE HAS MAINTAINED THE OLD CONCEPT OF ‘FIRST SOLO’ BEING THE FOCAL POINT. WE
NEED TO CHANGE OUR LANGUAGE AND THINKING AND OUR APPROACH, SO THAT WE START FROM
THE VERY BEGINNING TO SUPPORT PEOPLE TO A POINT WHERE THEY ARE PROFICIENT INDEPENDENT
SOARING PILOTS.

I

n the fourth quarter of 2009, we will be
introducing a new glider pilot qualification, the Glider Pilot Certificate (GPC). The
GPC is a most exciting change that has
potential to reinvigorate the training
structure of glider pilots. The GPC sets
a new goal for new pilots to strive to
become a proficient independent soaring
pilot and defines the point when a new
member can say “I am now a glider
pilot.” All members who have achieved
the requirements, will be able to claim
their GPC.
Our primary issue is that historically
our approach to training has been on
training pilots. For many years this has
met our needs, but now we need to distinguish what gliding has to offer compared to the many other forms of aviation. What we offer that sets us apart
is developing the skills to soar a glider,
making use of the energy from the
atmosphere. Many clubs actually offer
training in soaring techniques, but the
system does not provide the structure,
resources and drive to ensure that this
training takes place. The GPC now
provides this structure.
What is different?
The obvious change is the new
training syllabus. This incorporates many
of our current offerings, but places it in
more rigorous structure.
It formalises the use of sporting
coaches in the overall training syllabus,
even with some soaring syllabus being
delivered pre-solo.
It introduces training panels into clubs
instead of instructing panels, comprising
both instructors and coaches. Instructors
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will still retain responsibility for safety of
the operation.
The biggest change, and one not
so easy to introduce or to measure, is a
change of focus and approach from our
training system.

THE GPC SYLLABUS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Lookout awareness
Ground handling, signals
Orientation, sailplane stability
Pre-take-off checks
Primary effects, further effects of bank
Aileron drag, rudder co-ordination
Sustained turns, all controls
Lookout procedures
Straight flight, various speeds, trim
Pre-landing checks
Slow flight, stalling
Launch and release
Radio and FLARM use
Take-off
Circuit joining and planning
Thermal centring techniques
Thermal entry
Thermalling with other gliders
Approach and landing
Spinning
Crosswind take-off and landing
Launch emergencies
Flying with other gliders and aircraft
Rules of the air
First solo
Side slipping
Steep turns
Thermal sources and selection
Outlanding
Flight preparation, glider and pilot
Soaring instruments and flight
computers

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

Meteorology and flight planning
Navigation and airspace
Cruising, speed to fly and height bands
Demonstrated cross-country capability
‘C’ Certificate
DI Certificate
Independent operator Level 1
Glider Pilot Certificate (application
authorised)

CURRENT STEPS
There is a lot of work to do before
the GPC is introduced, some technical,
but primarily with communicating the
changes to instructors, coaches, club
committees and members. This process
could well see some changes to the
details of the GPC, although the overall
structure and intent has already been
determined, with full backing of the
Operations panel, Sports committee and
the GFA Executive and Board.
Key steps are:
•
•
•

•
•
•

To develop the training resources for
the new syllabus
Communicating with the membership
Encouraging clubs to introduce Training
Panels ASAP, even before launch of
the GPC
Implementation in the fourth quarter
2009
Follow up with update of manuals,
MOSP etc
Review of implementation

Have your say
Email any comments, ideas, etc, to
Kevin Olerhead, Chief Technical Officer
Operations at <CTOO@sec.gfa.org.au>.
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2009/10 Coaching Activities
For South Australia
Bernard Eckey – Head Coach for South Australia and Northern Territory
THE SA COACHING PANEL FINALISED COACHING ACTIVITIES FOR THE
CURRENT YEAR DURING THEIR RECENT COACHES’ MEETING IN ADELAIDE.
NUMBER

DATE

VENUE

SUBJE CT

PRESE NTER/S

1

Tuesday 12 May

Adelaide Uni Engineering North

2

Wednesday 17 June

Adelaide Uni Engineering North

3

Thursday 16 July

Adelaide Uni Engineering North

4

Tuesday 11 August

Adelaide Uni Engineering North

5

Wednesday 16 September Adelaide Uni Engineering North

6

Thursday 15 October

Radio Procedures
Starts, Turnpoints, Finishes and Tasks
Oxygen Systems
Overcoming Motion Sickness
RASP/ Blipmap/NOAA
Southerly Airstreams and their Influence on Thermals
Parachute Handling and Care
Wave Flying in South America
Flight Analysis/OLC
Outlandings/ Outlanding Training
Thermal Sources/ Thermal Triggers
New Sporting Code

Paul Marshall
Peter Temple
Frank Johan
Graham Parker
Mark Newton
Mike Hancy
Andrew Horton
Jorg Hacker
Terry Cubley
Cathy Conway
Bernard Eckey
Mandy Temple

D

Adelaide Uni Engineering North

uring the off season we will again hold a series of
winter lectures in an attempt to get our aspiring
pilots onto an even steeper learning curve. Past
experience proves beyond doubt that lasting success
is best achieved when practical skills are underpinned by a sound
theoretical knowledge.
All lectures will be held at Adelaide University, Engineering
North Building, First Floor – Chemical Engineering, Room N 123
and start at 7:30pm. To allow the widest possible attendance
some lectures will be held on Tuesdays, some on Wednesdays
and others on Thursdays. These lectures are free of charge and
everyone is most welcome to attend these nights of fun and
learning. We are fortunate to have a pool of highly knowledgeable glider pilots happy to share their knowledge and experience. After these lectures pilots often say that they just found
out how much they didn’t know. So, do yourself a favour and
join us.
Above are the topics and the time table for this year’s
lecture series.
As a result of the rapidly increasing popularity of our
coaching week we will again stage a similar event at Waikerie,
but will limit the number of participants to 55 in future. Ingo
Renner has agreed to be our guest coach again. Participants
are asked to set up on Sunday, 27 December for coaching to commence the next day, Monday. This
year’s timing will allow us to have a New Year’s Eve party
halfway through the event with live music and other evening
entertainment. Although the event will conclude on Saturday,
2 January, 2010 a wind-up dinner is scheduled for Friday,
1 January. Pilots from interstate have already enrolled and
indicated that they want to stay on for the Multi-class Nationals
staged during the following two weeks at the same venue.
SAGA is supporting the event with a generous financial
contribution. This will allow us to run another low cost event
and ferry a winch and a second tug to Waikerie. Our host club is
kindly supporting the event as well by offering very low rates for
accommodation and by providing excellent meals at club rates.
May 2009

Their first class facilities and the truly excellent cross-country
flying opportunities over very benign terrain will guarantee
another week of fun. Please put it into your diary now and join
us. Enrolling is as easy as sending an email to <eckey@internode.
on.net>.

Soaring Australia

31

GFA News

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Lake Keepit to Host Cost Club
And Sports Class Nationals
Lake Keepit Soaring Club will host the GFA
National Club and Sports Class Gliding
Championships this year from Monday 9
November to Friday 20 November this year.
For those of you who have not flown
at Keepit, it is one of the most interesting
gliding sites in Australia with a wide
variety of soaring terrain: flatlands from
the south to the west, Nandawar ranges
to then north-west (Mt Kaputar) which
really cook up on a good day; the Pilliga
scrub to the west (again a stunning
source of lift when it gets working); the
Barraba/Bingara valley to the north and
some challenging ‘tiger’ country to the
north-east to Armidale. The latter is rarely
used, but Bruce keeps threatening to send
us there on a high day.
The local area around Keepit features
the lake and a couple of ranges of hills
which ensure you can see these clear local
landmarks from afar – you can never

get disoriented or lose your
way. Over by Manilla is a line
of hills you can ridgesoar,
Mt Bora – Mecca for hang
gliding pilots.
The Keepit airfield is a
large safe wide field, with
alternative landing strips,
good emergency options and
provides for safe launching
and landing – so essential with a large
competition fleet.
Members strive to make gliding an
enjoyable experience at Lake Keepit – the
last few comps have been voted ‘the best’
fun by pilots at recent State titles.
The adjoining caravan park at the
lake is also a very family-friendly location
for mum (or dad) and the kids, with
swimming, boating, tennis, fishing – so
the family can have a holiday while you
fly – the best of all worlds.
Details such as entry forms, rules,
turnpoints etc will be progressively added
to the club website [www.keepitsoaring.
com] over the next few weeks.
Note: There will be a strict limit on
entries of 60 gliders maximum. The last
couple of NSW championships held at
Keepit resulted in a full entry book, and
a few pilots had to be turned away, so
you would be well advised to get entries
in early.
Local accommodation links are on the
website – there will be space for campers
on site, but all the beds on-site will be
occupied by Club members, officials and
tuggies. It is recommended that you
make accommodation arrangements
early. If you’re booking at the adjoining
Lake Keepit State Park caravan park
ensure that you mention that you’re
attending the comp – the Club has taken
a reservation on all their accommodation
for those two weeks.
All enquiries to <comps@keepitsoar
ing.com>.

Performance Awards

Bernard Eckey’s Ash 25 at Balaklava, Bernard just having taken
Tom Yeatman for a coaching flight culminating in the
‘competition finish’
Photo: Tim Lacey
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Each year the GFA awards three trophies
for the best performances in three categories during the year 1 May to 30 April.
These awards are presented at the AGM
in September, and are:
Martin Warner Trophy – for the greatest
height gain in the season.
Wally Woods Trophy – for the greatest
outright distance flown in the season.
Bob Irvine Trophy – for the greatest handicapped distance flown in the season.

In all cases, there needs to be firm
evidence that the claim was achieved.
Obviously, any claim that resulted in the
award of a GFA badge or record would
be acceptable – in other cases equivalent
evidence may be accepted.
Nominations will need to reach Tim
Shirley, GFA Trophies and Awards Officer,
at <tshirley@internode.on.net> by 30
June. Those who sent in claims earlier in
the year should check with Tim to ensure
that they are still in the system.

FA I N E W S
Australia Loses Bid For The 2012
World Comps
Australia made a bid to host the 2012
World championships for Open/18m/15m
at Narromine. The opposition was from
Uvalde in the USA (where Brad Edwards
won the world championships in 1991).
Unfortunately Australia lost the bid in a
close vote, 17 to 15. Uvalde is a nice flying
site, the USA hasn’t hosted a World comps
since 1991, and Australia is a long way
away. Suggestions are being made that
Australia should bid for a Junior World
comps in 2013 – some work needs to be
done if we are to have success!

Chile To Host The World Sailplane
Grand Prix Final
After both France and Italy had pulled
out of hosting the GP final in 2009,
basically due to the world economic
problems, Chile has been confirmed to
host the third FAI World Sailplane GP final
at the Club de Planeadores de Vitacura
from 26 December 2009 to 9 January
2010. Unlike the final in New Zealand,
pilots will have to pay most of their own
costs. The two Australian pilots who
have earned a place at the final, Graham
Parker and John Buchanan, will also have
to consider the impact on their selection
for the 2010 and 2012 World comps
as the event clashes with our National
championships at Waikerie

FAI Negotiates A Major Sponsor
Rolex, the world’s leading exclusive
watch manufacturer, has announced that
it has become the main sponsor of the
Fédération Aéronautique Internationale
(FAI), the world air sports federation.
Founded in 1905, the FAI is the
international governing body for all
forms of sporting aviation, including
ballooning, gliding, aerobatics and model
aircraft flying.
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Rolex will help the FAI to develop
these challenging and exciting air activities, which combine high technology with
adventure and the pioneering spirit. In
particular, Rolex will be associated with the
prestigious distinctions awarded by FAI.
Previous winners of FAI Gold Medals
include household names such as Lindbergh, Mermoz, Tupolev, Gagarin, and
recent multiple FAI World recordholder
Steve Fossett.
The FAI President, Pierre Portmann,
commented: “We are delighted to be
associated with the world’s greatest name
in time-keeping. Timing and precision
play a crucial role in aviation. Rolex is the
ideal partner for us.”
Terry Cubley, FAI Delegate

FAI Claims To 31 March 2009
A BA D GE

SCUTTER, Matthew
11486
SCUTTER, Michael Gordon 11485
BUGNO, John Bernard
11487

Adelaide SC
Adelaide SC
Narrogin GC

SILVER C BA DGE

RICHARDS, Pamela Anne
VAN DER HOEVEN, Frank
HORIMOTO, Masafumi
BROWN, Robert Winston
MOSEBY, Robin

B BA D GE

GOLD C BADGE

JAMES, Lucas Damien Joes 9196

ARNDT, Lothar
BROWN Robert Winston
CHONG Kah Yeow

Geelong GC

A AND B BA DG E

MERCADAL, George Daniel 11478
Boonah GC
HASLAM, Donald Frederick 11481
VMFG
RANKMORE, Andrew David 11483RAAF Williamtown
COOPER, Laura Molly
11484
GCV
C BA D GE

FLYNN, Colin Patrick
11300
WINDOW, Kenneth Thomas 11466
GAMBLE, Peter Andrew
11325

SDAGC
Boonah GC
VMFG

A, B AND C BA DG E

JESKE, Juri
DI BARI, Michael Samuel
BARNES, Eric George
MISTRY, Beheram

11479
GCV
11480RAAF Williamstown
11482 Grampians GC
11488
GCWA

4703
4704
4705
4706
4707

Adelaide SC
Bendigo GC
Wave Soaring
GCV
Adelaide SC

1648
1649
1650

South Riverina
GCV
GCV

DIAM OND GOAL

CUBLEY, Terence Stanfield
SPICER, David Jeffrey
WILKES, Darryl Ronald
ARNDT, Lothar
BROWN, Robert Winston
CHONG, Kah Yeow

Adelaide SC
Narrogin GC
Beverley SC
South Riverina
GCV
GCV

DIAM OND DISTANC E

CUBLEY, Terence Stanfield
ARNDT, Lothar

Adelaide SC
South Riverina

800 KLM DISTANCE

14

South Riverina

SILVER C BA DG E

1000 KLM DISTANC E

KERR, Mark
WILKES, Darryl Ronald

CUBLEY, Terence Stanfield 36

Adelaide SC

4701
4702

Bendigo GC
Beverley SC

ARNDT, Lothar

From the GFA President’s Desk
Board Members Term of Office
When the current GFA structure was
put in place several years ago, a new
set of Articles were approved and one
such Article sets the normal maximum
term of Board membership at five years.
It has now been realised that there is a
deficiency in this arrangement and some
changes may need to be considered.
The problem may be illustrated by
considering a new Board member who
has the potential and/or the aspiration to
become GFA President. The new member
will typically need to become familiar
with the workings of GFA and, again,
would typically benefit from some time
as Vice-President. In practical terms such
progression may not leave many years
remaining of the five maximum, to serve
as President.
The Board is to consider possible
changes to address this problem without
removing the essential benefit of turnover. Of course any change that may
be recommended by the Board would
require approval by the GFA membership.
In case any of this may be read as
self-serving, please note that of the
three incumbents of the key positions of
President, Vice-President and Treasurer, all
of whom are now in their fourth year of
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Board membership, the VP and Treasurer
have already indicated their intention not
to stand for another year.
Indeed, succession planning is increasingly an issue for GFA.

ADS-B and GFA
CASA has announced finalisation of
its review of Automatic Dependent
Surveillance – Broadcast equipment.
During the review many views were
put to CASA. One view included the mandating of ADS-B (out) equipment for aircraft below 10000ft. and included gliders.
The review has been finalised and
includes the mandatory fitting of ADSB avionics in aircraft operating above
29 000ft. Accordingly normal GFA
operations will not be effected by this,
and will continue unchanged.
It should be noted that we have been
assured that high flying gliders may be
granted specific clearance to exceed this
altitude (without ADS-B equipment), by
using procedures similar to that which
currently apply for such flights.
Daryl Connell, GFA President
<president@sec.gfa.org.au>
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HGFA President’s Report
Board Nominations
In last month’s General Manager’s Report
you read some information on what your
commitment must be if you want to become
a HGFA Board member. As we get ready
for the upcoming nominations for the next
Board election, I’d like to let you know
what my experience has been first hand
as President of the Board. Firstly, the Board
can be viewed in two areas:
•
•

All Board members
The Board Executive

What is the difference? All Board members participate in issues for the Board to
make decisions on. The Board Executive
is a working party of the President, VicePresident, Secretary, Treasurer and HGFA
General Manager. On top of participating
in issues for the Board, the Executive are
additionally involved in a working group
with the GM covering operational issues and
advice from the GM on Board activities. The
workload on the Executive is much greater
than for other Board members.
Let me give you a perspective of what
the President’s role entails. On average I
would receive and act upon approximately
20 to 30 emails per day. Not all of these are
time-consuming, although sometimes you
can spend two hours just on one message.
I would also take at least five calls a day on
matters. I would spend at least three hours
per day on the phone discussing issues on
these calls. I also attend meetings with the
Civil Aviation and Safety Authority (CASA),
the Australian Sports Aviation Confederation (ASAC), the Confederation of Australian
Sport (CAS), Legal advisors, our insurer, HGFA
members, Board meetings, Office Staff, the
General Manager, State Associations and
Special Interest Groups (SARSIG’s). Then you
have other miscellaneous work such as
writing President’s reports, etc.
We have been a hard working Board. In
the past 12 months we have had five Board
meetings, plus our AGM. For each one of
these meetings you will donate part or all
of your Friday, all Saturday, all Sunday and
sometimes Monday.
When people ask me how much time I
spend on average on HGFA work, I tell them
at least three days per week full-time and
frequently four days. Not all this time has
to be spent during the day as most Board
members have full-time jobs. Generally I
would spend at least three hours per night
working on emails and taking calls.
The workload on the Executive is quite
considerable and the President’s role has
almost become a full-time role. Of course
when the GM takes annual leave, you will
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take on a lot of his workload during this
period as well.
Your commitment to any HGFA Board
position you nominate for will be as much
or as little as you choose. We are all volunteers with limited time. By this I mean you
can allocate a minimum 10 hours per week
as a normal Board member, or many more
hours on the Executive. Of course the business results for the organisation will show
in your commitment to the role.
I left paid work to take on roles in all
levels of our sport. Someone with only a few
hours a day free will not be able to contribute
as much or go to all these meetings. Before
you think about nominating for a Board
position, think about what you can truly
offer time-wise, as it is rare a Board finishes
with the same members or amount of members it started with. This is because, in addition to natural attrition, some nominees didn’t
expect the workload they ended up with.
I’d like you to also think deeply about
who you vote for. What do the nominees
have to offer the organisation? Are they
nominating for self-interest issues or to
truly take the organisation into the future?
What is their track record in these roles at
the Club level, State Association or SARSIG
level? Are they experienced business people
with a successful track record? Do they sit
on other Boards in other industries? Do they
have a vision for the organisation? What is
that vision? Do they treat all HGFA flying
disciplines equally regardless of what wing
they fly? What do you know about their
moral values? What do they stand for as a
person? Do they stand against inequality
and injustice? Will they make the best
business decisions for the organisation or
will they make the popular ones? Qantas
does not put its best pilot in as their CEO,
they put their best business people in that
role. This will become more important for
this organisation as we move forward.
Members run the organisation via the
people they elect onto the Board. Make
your vote count at the next election with
an informed decision about the candidates.

Are You Interested In Volunteering?
The HGFA is a volunteer organisation that
is looking for members who can volunteer
their time and skills in many areas. As an
organisation we have cost challenges with
current and upcoming projects. Volunteers
help keep your membership fees low.
We are always looking for people who
are willing to contribute. Although the
organisation can help cover your costs,
volunteering is about donating your time
and expertise for free. If you can help, call
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the HGFA General Manager to see how
we can utilise your skill set. We greatly
appreciate all volunteers.

Reasonable Requests Of The HGFA
Of recent times we have seen unreasonable
demands come from a small group of members. Demands such as access to the HGFA
books only at a time and date that suits the
member. Remember the only full-time paid
people in our organisation are the GM and
one office person. Because the GM covers
the whole of Australia, he cannot be in the
office all the time. It is common courtesy to
arrange an appointment to such requests,
not to make unreasonable demands. Whilst
we try to accommodate everyone’s needs,
they cannot always be there instantaneously.
The same common courtesy applies to other
people such as the Soaring Magazine Editor,
Suzy Gneist, and HGFA Board members.

Requisition To Replace Board Members
Some of you may have seen a requisition to
replace some Board members. This is another attempt by the same extended group of
individuals who refused to lodge a legally
acceptable requisition the first time around.
What is a requisition? A requisition is
a process in our Constitution that allows
members an avenue to hold a Special
General Meeting of the HGFA to have
their motions voted on by the membership. Under our constitution, if 5% of
our membership sign a legally acceptable
requisition to move specific motions, the
HGFA Board must call a special general
meeting or do a postal ballot to vote on the
motions. The HGFA Board will receive the
requisition from the originators and send
the motions out to the membership with
information about the process.
Members have contacted me about this
process, upset that a democratically elected
Board could be under threat from a small
number of individuals (minimum 5% of our
membership) because they do not like current Board addressing long standing issues
such as our financial state or trying to modernise the HGFA, its equipment and processes.
Whilst I can understand some members
will be upset that this process even exists, it
is there to protect members’ interests. It is
up to you as the members to decide what
leadership you want and to some extent
the direction in which you wish to see the
organisation head in. It should always be
remembered however that the organisation
is bound by directives and factors internal
and external to itself. Members vote for
those to lead them through these hurdles.
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Of course the interesting thing is once
this requisition has been addressed, regardless of its outcome, someone else can choose
to do another one. This is very distracting
for the HGFA management and costly to
you as members as it is using your membership dollars.
As you will see on this particular requisition, there are no explanations for the
actions, no information about the people
who they are seeking to install, reasons
why they have chosen to remove specific
individuals while leaving others.
The question you have to ask yourself is
can you trust these people when they choose
these actions with no explanations? They
have offered no profile of the people they
seek to install, no information about what
they stand for, what they will do differently,
how they will reduce costs in the organisation, why are they seeking to waste the
membership’s money when nominations
for the next Board elections are due out
shortly anyhow, or what their vision for the
organisation is.

Illegal Activities Of Members
Unfortunately we have some people
amongst our membership who believe the
law does not apply to them. One individual,
who is a part of the requisition you read
about above, claims that he has illegally
recorded telephone conversations with
HGFA officials. This is a Federal offence.
For information go to the Office of The
Privacy Commissioner at [www.privacy.gov.
au/faqs/ypr/q1.html].
When a Board member challenged him
on this and asked for a copy, he has refused to
comply. The WA State Association President
was also emailed this information by the
requisition group above. When he explained
to them that what they were doing was
illegal, members of the requisition group
tried to ostracise him and accused him of
somehow being on the HGFA Board’s side!
These are the people who want you to vote
them in so they can ‘save’ the HGFA. How
can you possibly trust these people in any
capacity, let alone running the organisation?
When people ask me about the Board’s
decisions and their validity, I explain to them
that the HGFA Board has consulted with
organisations outside the HGFA like the
NSW Dept of Fair Trading, three different
legal counsels and CASA. All of these
organisations have supported what the
HGFA Board has done and fully support
the HGFA Board.
Unfortunately having good advice does
not sit well with some members of the
requisition group. These people made this
May 2009

comment stated to Club Executives and
State Associations about what I said: “He
then expects us to swallow the line ‘three
different Legal Counsels’ – which is absurd
to the extreme. Nobody buys the same
advice twice, let alone three times not even
if they’re spending someone else’s money
to do so.” These members obviously have
no idea. If they have ever spoken to a
legal group, they would know that the
first consultation is free of charge where
they will discuss your issues and offer you
advice on the way forward. If you wish to
go further, they will document their advice
and the process forward at a cost.
The HGFA Board has been trying to
avoid expense legal fees to deal with these
matters, but you can see from some members actions, demands, threats, defamation
and outright lies, that we are with left with
no choice sometimes.
Amazingly, or maybe not, this individual
also likes to send spyware with his email
messages to Board members. The Board
no longer accepts his email messages and
he has been instructed to only communicate
with us in writing.

How Does The HGFA Compare
To Other National Sporting
Organisations (NSO’s)?
I recently attended the Board meeting of
the Confederation of Australian Sport (CAS)
[www.sportforall.com.au/]. CAS represents
160 different sporting organisations in
Australia. I have trouble naming 20 different
sports, let alone 160. They represent sporting organisations like the HGFA and help
us lobby the different governments for
funding. CAS is also the owner of the
Masters Games, the Australian Sport Awards
and the Australasian Masters Games.
They are quite a substantial organisation.
At the recent Board meeting sadly, it
was decided to wind up the organisation
in all respects except for its intellectual
property with the Masters Games and the
Australian Sport Awards. The reason for this
is the same reason the HGFA is experiencing
some member dissatisfaction – they lost
government funding. Because CAS’s members didn’t want to see a fee increase, they
have had to go into a holding shell. Effectively they have closed down after 33 years.
We now have many sports watching
how the HGFA moves forward as these
sporting bodies and their Board of Directors
are about to go through the same issues this
HGFA Board is facing. They realise they will
have to raise fees to survive and there will
be discontent amongst the membership.

These organisations have been advised
by the government they are about to lose
their funding. These are not small NSO’s.
Two sports in the Commonwealth games
have been notified they are about to lose
their funding as well. The situation is
becoming very serious for sports in general.
The current HGFA Board was advised
when they started their term that previous
budgets had been set to breakeven the
balance of income against expenditure,
leaving no room for project or development
works. The current Board was also advised
that the HGFA needs to address a number of
outstanding works if it is to survive. Through
a process of SWOT and Strategic Planning
exercises the Board decided to put together
an action plan to see the organisation
through the next two years. We have been
working to that plan very successfully. We
are executing on projects that will deliver
the membership tangible benefits for years
ahead. These projects will also save the
HGFA money by automating processes.
The issues the current Board faces and
the next Board will face are significant. We
need to keep our finances in good shape.
We can expect some future increases in
our insurance premiums because a major
aviation insurance underwriter has gone
bankrupt. This will have rippling effects
across the entire aviation insurance industry.
The world economic crisis is also affecting
us in all aspects of daily operational costs.
The Board has looked at all areas of
major expenditure and has been making
adjustments as needed. For example, in
conjunction with the GFA, we have been
reviewing the costs associated with producing Soaring magazine. We have been
looking at different options to reduce these
costs while still having a reliable and compliant method of member communication.
Expect to see more information from both
organisations in the next issue.
While the Board continues to try and
deliver value to its members, we are aware
of the financial issues facing all of you. We
had a temporary fee increase to get us out
of financial difficulties and we believe by
the end of our term the organisation will be
in much better shape. What you have to ask
yourself is if a group of respected successful
business people, supported by outside
agencies in their decisions are moving the
HGFA into the future, do you really want to
change that group with people who offer
no direction but backwards? It’s your HGFA,
think about it.
Safe flying,
Javier Alvarez, HGFA President
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HGFA General Manager’s Report
Hang Gliding Worlds
The World Hang Gliding Championship
competition takes place in France starting
20 June and continuing through to 4 July.
The National Team has been decided
with our strongest pilots heading to challenge the World title, comprised of Jonny
Durand Jnr, Curtis Warren, Stephen Blenkinsop, Scott Barrett and Cameron Turnbridge. In addition to these competitors,
one of our consistent competition organisers and Australian CIVL Delegate, Heather
Mull, will be acting as Meet Director.
Naturally, as with all such campaigns,
these pilots put a lot of their personal
savings and time into travelling overseas
and representing Australia. They are
always in need of our support to help
their challenge. If you can support the
team financially then please contact their
team manager, Stephen Blenkinsop. Every
contribution is greatly appreciated.

Aerosafe
The HGFA has completed its first interview
with the organisation employed by CASA
to undertake risk assessments of each of
the Sport Aviation Administration organisations. Essentially the risk management
approach will look at various aspects of
the operations of the administrating organisation and determine what risk they are
to the general safety of the aviation community and the general public. They will
be looking at the cultures of the organisations, the extent of their processes for
applying the administration and education
to their responsibilities over pilots under
their administration. They will also be
looking at the common issues relating
to each organisation and review the
structure of the reporting mechanisms
and the levels of support that each needs
from the regulator.
Part of the process the evaluation will
take is likely to involve some member
participation by way of a questionnaire.
The content of the questionnaire is as
yet not known to us. If you do receive a
questionnaire, please respond to it, as this
will provide valuable insight for Aerosafe
to present the risk analysis to CASA. The
level of funding that we receive from
CASA will in turn be dependent on the
findings of this Risk Assessment.

Insurance – Renewal and
Extended Covers
The HGFA third party loss and liability
insurance was again renewed at the end
of March. The base premium remained
constant, a very good outcome considering the current economic climate, particu36 Soaring Australia

larly because of the recent decline in the
top world-wide underwriters. No doubt
the loss of these businesses will start to
impact on our insurance cost in the years
to come. For the moment, however, we
have secured the cover at last year’s
figures and again increased the overall
scope of the insurance.
In addition, this year the insurance
has been extended to include passenger
liability insurance for weightshift microlight pilots endorsed to carry passengers.
This insurance is provided to cover all passenger-endorsed weightshift microlight
pilots, but is dependent on the passenger
completing and signing an HGFA waiver
prior to their flight.
Scope of the insurance has been
extended to include Senior Safety Officers
approved by the General Manager to conduct training of certified pilots toward
their higher pilot certifications. This falls
under the Student Liability cover, limited
to $250K per incident. This is the first
time that SSOs have been covered by the
HGFA insurance and marks an important
milestone in providing for those who assist
in the local pilot development following
the restricted ratings given at the flight
school level. It also provides the opening
for approved modular training at Club
level for pre-school training, bringing back
the essence of our training origins where
experienced (and approved) pilots initiate
the newcomer to the dune or low hill experience of flight and handing over to the
instructor for the more in-depth and consolidated training to certification level.
The cover is not automatically applied
to every SSO. Approval to any SSO supported by this cover will require the submission of procedural documentation,
demonstrating the planning and locations
of training for the level of pilot under
training. Documentation can be developed at Club level with the SSO and will
become an integral part of the new SSO
handover during Safety Officer Workshops.
No doubt details and processes for this
will develop over time. The important
thing here is that the cover is now available and integrated into our insurance.
This inclusion is the direct result of the
current relationship held with the insurer
and their confidence in the directions of
the HGFA.

HGFA Pilots Flying Overseas
– Third Party Insurance
The HGFA Third Party Insurance continues
to extend cover to HGFA pilots flying
overseas for short periods of time. To
ensure that this scope of cover can con-
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tinue, the pilot wishing to fly overseas
under HGFA insurance should contact
the HGFA Office and give their period of
travel. The insurance will not apply if the
membership expires and is renewed while
overseas.
If you are intending to travel and fly
overseas, please contact the HGFA and
provide departure and return dates to
verify your cover while travelling. By contacting the Office you will also be provided a letterhead notice indicating insurance
details that can be presented to overseas
bodies and/or third parties who may wish
to make a claim against you due to some
flying incident.

Membership Expiry
– Automated Processing
As part of the upgrade to the membership database system, certain stored procedures are being put in place to automate more and more of the in-office processes. The purpose of these automations
is to relieve the administration overhead
so that other member services can
be worked on and delivered. Stored
procedures are automated scripts held
within the database which are triggered
by certain events within the computer
such as a date change. Membership paid
through dates will be linked to such a
procedure. This will provide a number of
automated actions. Six weeks prior to the
expiry date the member will be sent an
automatically generated email reminding
them to renew. Should the member not
renew prior to their expiry date, the computer will automatically turn the member’s
status to inactive at midnight on the date
their membership expires. At that point
there will be a log in the system and all
certificates, insurance and privileges will
have expired. An email to that effect will
then be sent to the (ex) member.
Similar automations will occur for any
flying privilege attached to an expiry
date such as instructor certifications, SSO
appointments and Biennial Flight Checks.
Again the purpose of this automation is
to reduce the administration overheads
and to provide improved scope of services
to the membership, allowing administration staff to focus on other work beside
the follow-up of expired memberships,
etc. What you, the member can do to best
work with this system is to:
a) ensure that the HGFA has your current
email address so that you receive notifications regarding your membership,
and
b) ensure your membership is renewed
prior to your expiry date.
May 2009
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HGFA General Manager’s Report
Remember the ‘early-bird’ incentive
which allows lower cost membership if you
renew 15 days prior to the end of the
month in which your membership expires
(ie, if you expire on 30 May then pay by
15 May and receive the early-bird discount).

Avalon 2009
The Avalon Airshow was again a grand
display of Australian aviation, including a
modest presentation of the HGFA among
other Sport Aviation organisations.
The public airshow was held over
three days, the first of which (Friday) was
brilliantly sunny, ending with a classic
steady evening seabreeze and turning
to heavy rain late in the evening. The
rain continued through the night and
throughout most of Saturday. The ground
quickly turned to mud and many displays,
dismantled on Friday night, never got
raised again on Saturday. Saturday evening the rains started to clear, pushed away
by an increasing wind. Sunday morning
saw an array of destruction over the tent
displays and even a few light aircraft
overturned and damaged by the flying
debris of broken and uprooted tents.
Throughout the stormy weather, a
small contingent of dedicated Victorianbased Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
members held face on behalf of our sport,
talking to interested members of the
public and providing visual and simulated
displays of hang glider, motorised harness
and take-away publications of Soaring
magazine. There were a number of members involved in setting up the HGFA
access and display at the Avalon Airshow,
but those who weathered the weekend
and continued to greet the public deserve
special mention: Rob Van Der Klooster, Jan
Bennewitz, Cindi Thornton, Dale Appleton,
Gabriel Toniolo and Tony Hughes. We also
thank the GFA for cooperation in the sharing of allotted tent space and look for-

At the Simulator Rob Van Der Klooster, Cindi
Thornton, Jan Bennewitz and Dale Appleton
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ward to planning and presentation with
the GFA at the 2011 Airshow.

CASA Meeting
During March the President and General
Manager were asked to have a meeting
with CASA Sports Aviation General Manager Greg Vaughn and his team member
Rob Glenn. The main reason for the meeting was to discuss the new direction CASA
is taking in assessing its funding agreements with the Sport Aviation sector.
Where we currently work to a Deed
of Agreement, we will eventually be moving to work under a Risk Assessment profile which will be determined from the
Aerosafe audit described above. CASA
will have profiles of each of the Sport
Administrations, each working to cover
off their own particular risk issues. Future
funding from CASA will be directly relative to this profile.
Also on the agenda was discussion
about letters CASA has been receiving
from members regarding the General
Manager and the processes within the
HGFA. Certain allegations were put in
writing to CASA which were presented
at the meeting. CASA declared they had
been approached several times regarding
the requisition and wanted to hear firsthand the management-side of the story.
The allegations were discredited pretty
much straightaway due to the untruths
stated in the letter. This was substantiated
by presentation of facts, documents and
historical detail from our side. CASA dismissed the allegations on the spot and
I trust the member has now been duly
responded to. CASA were satisfied with

Inspiring the next generation hang glider pilots

the processes we have in place and the
manner in which we’ve been dealing with
our in-house issues. Naturally, they have
an interest toward oversight, but essentially they see member unrest for what
it is and acknowledge that the change
we’re making is in the greater interest
of providing for the organisation and the
sport. CASA was particularly interested
in our plans to automate our processes
and free up our administration so that
direction can be better focused on education and pilot development. This clearly
fits with their risk mitigation ideals.
If you do intend to write to CASA
about the management of the HGFA
or about particular members within

Improving understanding with authorities
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the HGFA then ensure your facts are
correct and any statements you make
are valid and true. Remember freedom
of information can expose your identity
and you may just have to stand by your
allegations in court. At the very least,
because of their false allegations, this
member has been discredited and the
HGFA management is further supported
in the eye of the regulator.

A Common Applied Standard
For Trikes
For a long time the laws governing microlights have made distinct separation
between pilots registered under the HGFA
and the RA-Aus organisations. These laws
make it so that a pilot trained in flying a
microlight may not fly an aircraft registered under the other organisation.
The law further complicates the matter
of pilot and instructor training and pilot
check flight reviews when there is no
local instructor from the member’s organisation, but a local instructor from the
other organisation.
The laws certainly assist the separation on insurance matters as to which insurer covers which member in case of an
incident. The law does little though to
support the friendly fly-in where pilots
test-fly each others aircraft. Furthermore,
the law unintentionally supports the
movement of members and aircraft
between organisations.
While this is in itself not a bad thing,
it is used by some members to escape
accountability and to pressure organisations toward a cost driven (membership
fee) safety standard. It is incorrect that
organisations compete on a cost or membership-tally basis which compromises
safety standards.
A recent Coronial enquiry into the
death of a microlight pilot has highlighted this situation and CASA has demanded
that a solution be found that will raise
safety standards between the administration organisations. To this end the HGFA
and RA-Aus will be working together to
break down the barrier currently created
under CAO 95.10 and 95.32. The resulting
outcome of works between the two organisations should be a single safety standard
applied by both organisations which is
seamless to the pilots flying these aircraft.
This may mean a single, dual accessed
trike register where wing numbers are
replaced with a single WM identifier plus
their standard four numbers.
There are many issues to work out in
order to arrive at the final solution, but
May 2009

it is now programmed for work and both
organisations have signed a commitment
toward the solution. Microlight pilots
should watch for coming developments in
their regulations and CAOs.

Tandem Accident – New Zealand
A recent double fatality in New Zealand
(initial report below) highlights the need
for pilots to respect their aircraft limitations and fly within the aircraft’s proposed
design. The tandem hang glider, being
flown in good weather conditions, was
seen to perform several high bank wingover-type manoeuvres before suddenly
breaking up in mid-air. The pilot and passenger sadly fell to their deaths. The flight
was a standard tandem operation, where
landings were performed on wheels attached to the basebar. Speculation at present
tends to suggest that the glider was not
designed for this kind of operation and
continual sudden loading on landings.
No doubt, the investigation currently
being carried out will determine how
much the type of wing and type of operation contributed to the ultimate failure of
the whole glider. What is important for all
pilots to consider is the maintenance and
operation of their gliders. Flying regularly,
pushing the aircraft in manoeuvres it is
not designed for, has proven perilous to
a few pilots over recent years. The below
report was posted via the HGFA shortly
after the accident to all HG instructors.
Here are a few of the comments returned
from the notification:
•

•

•
•

•

•

Another weak spot, when landing
on the wheels, is the junction of the
A-frame and keel.
The only gliders which are strong
enough for wheel landings are those
which are built for towing.
North Wing have very beefed-up
upright, fitting and keel.
Hard landings on wheels without suspension will always stress all components
associated with a frame.
If anything can be gained from such a
tragic event, it is that we all become
more vigilant, and this subject is perfect
for our Australian tandem operators to
be mindful of their risk management.
I am concerned that many tandems are
using base-bar material which has a too
thin a wall thickness and which will be
prone to breaking.

The Preliminary Report, Re: Recent
Double Fatal Tandem HG Accident
Dear Sir,
I have carried out a preliminary
investigation with NZHGPA Safety Officer

John (Chuck) Berry into the double fatal
tandem hang gliding accident involving a
North Wing T2 in Queenstown on
10 March 2009.
While the investigation is on-going
I feel it is important to advise you of the
initial indications that we have found
and for you to distribute around the
association members.
The hang glider in this accident was
fitted with a video camera which was
recording up until a few moments after
the initial in-flight break-up. The video
clearly shows an initial structural failure
on the left side A-frame (control bar)
downtube while the pilot was carrying
out a climbing left turn after a high speed
descent. Complete failure of the A-frame
and keel followed in quick succession.
The parachute was deployed (at high
speed), but the bridal failed at the loop
where it is connected to the parachute
rigging lines. Further testing will be carried
out to determine the strength and condition of the parachute/bridal assembly.
Information gained during our interviews would indicate it is not
uncommon for some hang glider pilots
to operate their aircraft outside of the
manufacturer’s limitations with reference
to maximum angles of bank, maximum
airspeeds and gross weights. This practice
would appear to be wide-spread and not
just limited to New Zealand.
If a pilot chooses to operate his/her
aircraft outside of the manufacturer‘s
recommendations then there can be no
guarantee that the aircraft will maintain
its structural integrity.
In the case of commercial operations,
pilots need to be mindful that the passenger being carried should be afforded the
maximum possible levels of safety available and should not be subjected to any
undue risk by the pilot operating outside
of the manufacturer’s recommendations.
As mentioned earlier, this is only a
preliminary part of the investigation, but
I feel it is significant enough to be distributed amongst the hang gliding fraternity. Further testing and investigation will
take place and I will inform you of any
further significant developments.
Colin Grounsell, Safety Investigator
Safe Flying one and All.
HGFA GE NER A L MANAGER

Chris Fogg
PO Box 258, Helensburgh NSW 2508
Ph/fax: 02 4294 9300, mob: 0417 766356
Email <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>
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GFA Executive Officer’s Report
The Sports Committee is now considering making a bid for the 2013 Junior
World Gliding Championships.

Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast equipment (ADS-B)

John Welsh

International Gliding Commission
(IGC) Online Survey
The IGC is the gliding ‘department’ of the
Fédération Aéronautique Internationale
(FAI), the international body that governs
Sporting Aviation. IGC has asked glider
pilots worldwide to participate in an online survey at [www.fai.org/gliding/survey]
to help them defining development
strategies for our sport. Your participation
is recommended.

World Gliding Championships 2012
Unfortunately the GFA bid for this event
to be held at Narromine was unsuccessful
by a narrow margin at the IGC meeting in
Lausanne in early March The IGC awarded
Uvalde (USA) the event by 17 votes to 15.
Our bid had been generously supported by
the NSW Government. Our presentation
team of Terry Cubley and Henk Meertens
was disappointed with the result. Terry
reports: “The presentation went well and
we had lots of favourable comments, the
DVD was a real hit, I don’t think we could
have done any better, but ultimately
Australia is a loooong way away and
maybe it was just the USA’s turn.”
A report is being prepared by Terry on
other agenda items at the IGC meeting.

Daryl Connell reports: “CASA has
announced the closure of Project AS 04/03
which sought to introduce and extend the
requirement for Automatic Dependent
Surveillance-Broadcast equipment (ADSB). The necessary documents were published 10 March and can be referenced at
[http://casa.gov.au/newrules/airspace/jcp/
nfrm jcp.htm].
In essence, this mandates the carriage
of ADS-B equipment for flight at and
above FL 290 only by 12 December 2013.
Closure of this project will have no
impact on Sports Aviation and GA.
During debate on this project,
proposals were put forward for ADS-B
to be applied more extensively including
below 10 000ft and as this attracted some
debate at the time, this outcome may be
of interest to our members.”

CASA – Free Offer
CASA has generously offered to send their
periodical ‘Flight Safety Australia’ free
of charge by post to those GFA members
who do not receive it as a result of not
having a Pilot or LAME Licence. If you
wish to receive it, please send an email to
the GFA secretary <Secretary@sec.gfa.org.
au> with the title “Request Flight Safety
Australia” and enclose your name and
membership number by 30 May 2009.
Marcia will tag your number on
receipt then collate an address report
from the membership database at the
end of the period, then send the details
to CASA to enable you to receive a free
subscription to this magazine. Thanks
to CASA again for this generous gesture
towards safety promotion.
Flight Safety Australia can also be
accessed online at [www.casa.gov.au/fsa/].

Paper for the meeting is kept to a minimum, and the agenda and board papers
are accessible on a discrete website which
Board Members access on their laptops
through the Secretariat’s wireless network.
Matters arising from
previous meetings:
The Information Technology (IT) Group
is functioning with difficulty at present,
as a replacement chairman has not
been found. Jerry Wells is still doing
an excellent job of maintaining the
existing infrastructure. The upgrade to
the administration software is being
coordinated at present.
The treasurer, Ian Grant, asked that
members should be aware that membership fees, once paid, are non-returnable,
except in exceptional hardship cases; this
point was reinforced by the auditors.
The Executive Officer reported that
inquiries to Federal Dept of Infrastructure
regarding the glider trailer specifications
submitted by GFA in response to a review
of national trailer specifications have
not been positive. The strategy now is to
wait until new national specifications are
issued and then appeal if no glider trailer
specifications are included.
CASA Deed of Agreement
Bob Hall reported from an Australian
Sport Aviation Confederation (ASAC) perspective that CASR 103/149 implementation
window of opportunity had now closed
and that would not be addressed for two
to four years now; CASA is attempting to
achieve results through rewrite of CAO
95.4; future Deeds of Agreement are to
be based on risk management assessment
to be undertaken shortly by a CASA
appointed consultant.
President’s Report
The President notified the Board of the
following resignations or changes of
officers:
•

Key Points – GFA Board Meeting
28 February to 1 March 2009, held at GFA
Secretariat, Level 1/34 Somerton Road,
Somerton VIC 3062.
NB: These key points are subject to
confirmation of the minutes of the
meeting by the GFA Board and are taken
from personal notes of the meeting.
The meeting was held in the remodelled meeting room in the GFA Secretariat
which can seat up to 18 participants and
has a data projector fitted in the roof.

• • • • • • • • •

•
•
•
•
•
•

NSWG Board member Aaron Stroop
resigned for personal reasons, the Board
noted Aaron’s resignation with regret
and thanks for his long service on the
Board and Council prior to that;
David Boulter nominated by NSWG
as Board member;
Bob Hall nominated by NSWG
as Alternate Board member;
Anthony Scarlett appointed RTO/O QLD,
Vice Mike Truitt;
Paul Rose appointed RTO/S WA,
Vice James Cooper;
Mike Maddocks appointed Chairman
ITC, Vice Rob Moore;
Lisa Trotter Club Class representative
ITC filling a casual vacancy.

GFA’s new head office in Somerton
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• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
The Board noted and ratified the
changes where necessary and gave thanks
to those retiring officers for their service
to GFA.
The President requested Board
discussion on the following Papers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Role of the GFA post 2010
Has the GFA restructure been successful?
Relevance of the Regional Structure
Term of Office
Motor gliders
GFA Development.
Business Plan

These items resulted in long and deep
debate among the Board members.
The main discussion points and action
items arising will be viewable in the
minutes of the meeting.
Executive Officer
Reported on an update on the GFA Loans
Scheme:
•
•

Total of ~$68K out on loan to
three clubs;
Payments on the three loans are being
made regularly and up to date.

Presented a Board Paper on
Governance:
The Board had a generally resistant
attitude to a CEO/General Manager role
if it lessened Board/Executive authority; a
positive opinion of a “Business Manager”
position being located in the GFA office
replacing the Executive Officer position
after the incumbent’s retirement in
December 2009. The GFA Executive is to
develop concept along with a general
office restructure.
2009-2010 GFA Business Plan Review
The Vice-president, Graham Wishart,
reviewed the history of the Business Plan,
with the Board acceptance of the Plan
on 22 April 2007. It was then left up to
the department heads to identify their
departmental actions cascading from
the Plan and come back to the Board if
any did not meet Plan objectives. The
Board agreed that the plan should be
re-defined as a Strategic Plan, and that it
was still up to individual departments to
identify cascading actions to match with
budgeting.
Finance
The GFA Board approved the Executive
to utilise up to $40 000 from the capital
reserves of the GFA to cover the costs of
providing financial subsidies during 2008
to the Australian teams who competed
at the World Championships in Leusse,
Germany and at Rieti, Italy. The treasurer
explained that this was necessary arising
out of the 2007-08 FY audit when monies
paid in that year were required by the
May 2009

auditor to be assigned to the 2008-09 FY.
That led to the operating surplus in FY
2007-08, and would otherwise lead to
a deficit outside the Board’s budgetary
policy in this current FY.
2009/10 Budget Overview
The Treasurer indicated that the performance of the current FY Budget was
being affected by a marked downturn
in Air Experience Flights due to several
factors: bad weather in Queensland, fires
in Victoria, and the general financial
downturn. General membership fees and
airworthiness fees income have held up
to budget planning. Indications were
that the 2009-2010 FY Budget would be
difficult to remain within the Board’s
deficit guidelines, given the foregoing
and the fact that income from interest
earned from our fixed term deposits will
more than half when the current terms
are due for renewal in April this year.
Departments have also notified him of
increased funding requirements for next
year for various projects. Insurance costs
are forecast to rise by five per cent.
Departments will look to their
budgets prior to the April Executive
Meeting to minimise the projected
budget deficit. (Members can expect a
more detailed description of the budget
overview from the treasurer in a later
edition.)
Budget Policy
The Board had a long debate on
various ways of attracting income and
controlling expenditure. It was decided
that membership fees would increase by
not more than four per cent (in line with
existing policy of CPI increase), and that
a deficit of up to $90 000 for FY 2009-10
only, if necessary, would be acceptable.
Given that the fees increase has been
decided, the Executive delayed their April
meeting to the first weekend in May to
take advantage of a cheap airfare period.
Marketing & Development Committee
GFA Magazine
The Board debated the future of the
magazine and gave feedback to the
Marketing & Development Committee.
Members are to be more fully
informed when the issue has been more
fully developed by the M&D Committee.
Status of M&D
The M&DC is fully staffed now, however,
most Regional Development Officers
are still inexperienced in the role apart
from WA RDO, and he has notified his
intention to retire from the position after
four years service.

Club visits are an area that is to be
actioned, targeting clubs that are willing
to cooperate with the Committee in their
concepts. Several projects have reached
fruition, with marketing materials such
as a DVD, display panels and advertising
artwork available soon. (The Board
viewed the new marketing DVD during
one of the tea breaks.)
The Development Handbook is to
be finalised by around Easter this year.
Tom Wilksch’s Simulator is available to SE
Australia for promotional purposes.
The Vice-president, Graham Wishart,
gave the opinion that there was a
definite M&D role, and that there was
no “silver bullet” in recruiting and
retaining members. It took time, money
and continuing effort to get results. The
ongoing answer lay with the clubs.
Other discussion points:
•
•

•

Establish standards of service for clubs;
Offer standard administration software
for clubs, eg, booking, log keeping
systems;
Morning only or afternoon only member
participation at clubs for the time poor;

GLIDING FEDERATION
OF AUSTRALIA INC
Airworthiness Inspection

FORM 2 AND C OF A NOTICE
■

A Form 2 inspection is due. $156* payment
is enclosed

■

The C of A requires renewal. $40* payment
is enclosed and the existing C of A document
is returned

■

Initial registration package is required.
$380* payment is enclosed
* Fees include GST

Payment method:

■

Cheque
■ Credit Card ■ Direct Deposit
For internet payments, deposit into:
BSB: 013-442 Account No: 304729562

A) DOCUMENTATION REQUEST
■
■

Please send me a transfer of ownership document
Please send me a change of registered
operator document

Aircraft Type ...............................................................................
Registration marks VH – ...........................................................
Address to which documents are to be sent is:
Name .........................................................................................
Address ......................................................................................
....................................................................................................
State......................................................Postcode.......................
Forward to: GFA Airworthiness Secretary,
Level 1/34 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062.
Email: <Airworthiness@sec.gfa.org.au>
Fax: 03 9303 7960
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GFA Executive Officer’s Report
•
•
•
•

ie, take aircraft out in the morning
or put them away in the afternoon;
Emerging role of motor gliding clubs;
Target retention of youth and females in
the sport;
Closer examination needed of the
membership churn rate;
More emphasis on State Associations
taking a role.

The Board decided to continue
the department’s current direction for
another year and gave feedback on plans
for surveying current members and exit
polling. The Board requested more effort
into scoping a GFA contract addressing
organisations capable of conducting
member and exit surveys.
The Board is to review goals for the
M&D Department after completion of the
current M&D project list.
Operations
Progress Update on Training
Syllabus Review
The Chairman of the Operations Panel
reported that is it is getting ready to roll
out the Glider Pilots Certificate program:
•
•
•
•
•

•

The Operational Directive is ready;
Graham Garlick is writing the training manual;
Terry Cubley to facilitate the introduction;
Changes are being made to the Instructor’s
Manual and Basic Gliding Knowledge;
Reference Books such as Bernard Eckey’s
‘Advanced Soaring Made Easy’ and
others are to be used;
Target introduction date September 2009.

Airworthiness report from Chairman
Technical Committee (CTC), including
Documentation Review update
•
•
•
•

•

Daily Inspectors Handbook in final
stages of review;
Manual of Standard Procedures Part 3 is
being rewritten;
Standard forms to be reviewed by Tom
Van Blaircum;
CTC gave a description of the workflow
and workload of the Airworthiness department and outlined plans for a restructure;
The Board supported and endorsed
the CTC’s plans for the Airworthiness
department’s restructure.

Board Paper: Shortcomings of
Powered Sailplane Administration
The CTC confirmed:
•

•
•

Line of maintenance authority is from
Manufacturer of Glider and/or of
Engines to aircraft operator;
Airworthiness department’s concerns on
fuel systems were appropriate;
There were departmental processes in
place of dealing with problems if safety
was involved.
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It was agreed the Airworthiness
department should:
•
•
•

move to a system that recovered cost for
time spent on fixes to new aircraft;
explain general weaknesses to new
designs via the magazine and web;
forewarn prospective members of possible first of type fixes being attributable
over and above first of type standard
works on a cost recovery basis.

Sports
The Chairman of the Sports Committee,
Rob Moore gave a report the Sports
Committee Meeting 14 to 15 February
2008 (reported on in last month’s issue,
minutes from the meeting should be
available on the GFA website).
Matter Arising:
•
•

•

•

State Coaching events are a State
Association responsibility:
Expenses at such an event are to be
borne by the State Association and/or
the participants;
State Associations are encouraged to
seek State Government or Corporate
sponsorship for such events.
International Team Committee Budget
2009 – 2013 was presented for the
information of the Board, to be actioned
by the Executive at their next meeting.

World Comps 2012 Presentation
The Board viewed the DVD Bid presentation during a break (see item at beginning
of the this report).
General Business
Office Accommodation – Update
•
•
•

•

All installations and alterations are now
complete in the Somerton office;
The working conditions for staff
are excellent;
Office signage has been quoted,
approved and planned for installation
sometime in March;
The Board complimented the location
as being very suitable for housing and
catering for meetings of up to 16 people
with a resultant saving compared to
holding the meeting at the Attwood
Convention Centre.

The fitted data projector and Board
members accessing the secretariat
WiFi network enhances exchange of
files, referencing GFA documents and
minimises use of paper.
Answers to the Q & A session with
Members at the 2008 AGM
6 September 2008 – Adelaide
Could a monthly standing order
payment of the membership fees be
made available? Not available at present,
deemed to increase office staff workload
excessively and to affect cash flow, to be

• • • • • • • • •

considered with administration software
upgrade.
Would it be possible to purchase a
Life Membership? No, regarded as GFA’s
highest award.
There is a need for a glider pilot qualification recognised by overseas authorities for pilots competing outside Australia.
GFA and CASA are currently working
on the issue at the time of this Board
meeting, but it is not a simple issue.
Concerning the Member Protection
Policy (MPP), can a previously obtained
child protection clearance (eg, teachers,
child care workers) be accepted in lieu of
the Police Clearance specified in the MPP?
Yes, MPP amended recently to reflect this.
Height records or Diamond claims
over 25 000ft should be disallowed
without proof of usage of Demand
Oxygen equipment:
This should be instituted with a
parallel education programme on oxygen
requirements for high altitude flying.
Official Observer checks legality of
flight, flight must be legal.
Hypoxia training available commercially, see [www.hypoxia-education.com].
Independent Operator Authority
qualifications should be reviewed
with a view to adopting less onerous
requirements reflecting Private Pilot
Licence and RAAus Certificate privileges.
GFA Operations Panel is still considering
this issue.
Solutions should be sought to the
nation-wide growing shortage of tow
pilots. Agreed, but difficult to assess GFA’s
role in this.
GFA Safety Management System
After the GFA Board considered
recommendations of the initial Safety
Committee to the Executive and the
paper from NSWG, The Board has
reaffirmed its commitment to a new and
improved Safety Management System
(SMS) within GFA.
As an indicator of the Board’s level of
commitment, President Daryl Connell has
been appointed to head a team to shape
and guide the implementation of the new
SMS within GFA as soon as possible.
The SMS Team to consist of:
•
•
•

•

Daryl Connell (GFA President and
Team Leader)
Peter Gray (GFA Chairman of
Operations Panel)
Aaron Stroop (Regional Technical
Officer/Airworthiness NSW and
former GFA Board Member)
Jenny Thompson (Safety & Risk
Management Consultant, competition
May 2009
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•

pilot, Level 2 glider instructor and
tow pilot)
David Pietsch (Competition pilot and
ex-RAAF Operations)

The Board expressed concern that
additional structural requirements be
minimised and that the SMS should
be implemented within existing
infrastructure.
Personal Expenses
After a short debate, the following motion
was carried amending the Guidelines for
Meetings Funded by GFA “to the GFA providing a standard single room if requested
rather than a shared room at meetings.”
Expense funding for State Coaches
(RTO/S)
The Board reiterated the policy that GFA
funding is provided for RTOs on official
GFA business, if it is State Association
business, then the funding is shared
between the State Association and the
participants of the event.
GFA and the Community
The President noted that there was no
GFA policy on donations to community

projects/charities, such as the recent
Victorian bushfire or Queensland flood
appeals. After debate, the Board resolved
that GFA not contribute to such appeals
on behalf of members, considering which
charities to donate to as a member’s
personal choice.
National RASP website
Rob Moore reported that John Warrington has prepared the integrated website
and negotiated with Internode to host
this website on their servers at [http://glid
ingforecast.on.net/RASP/RASPtable.html].
The Board expressed thanks to all
concerned with this project.
2009 AGM/ABM/Seminar Dates
Dave Boulter (NSWG) informed the Board
that the dates have been fixed as 12 and
13 September 2009 and that accommodation and seminar programme planning
are at an advanced stage by NSWG.
Two days of hard work by the Board,
the agenda was finished with less than
15 minutes to spare. The detailed interim
minutes of the meeting should be
available on the GFA website, left hand

menu ‘GFA Information’, ‘Documents’
then ‘Minutes’.
The Executive now has a major task to
minimise the deficit for the next financial
year which starts of 1 May 2009.
Future Meetings
2 to 3 May 2009 – Executive meeting
– to finalise the budget FY 2009-2010;
13 to 14 June 2009 – Executive meeting
– to progress normal business;
12 to 13 September 2009 – AGM/ABM
(Annual Board Meeting) and Seminar –
Communication with members, overview
of progress in the previous year, appoint
GFA Officers, plans for the FY 2010-2011.
To be hosted by NSW Gliding.
Keep Looking and Keep It Safe!

GFA EX EC UTIVE OFFI CER

John Welsh
10 Merton Road, Roleystone WA 6111
Email: <EO@sec.gfa.org.au>
EO Blog now on the GFA website under ‘News’.
Mobile: 0417 945981 (Next G)

The Great Goal
– 1000 Kilometres
Beryl Hartley – GFA FAI Badge Claims Officer

O

n 22 February 1976, Malcolm
Jinks flew the first 1000km
distance in Australia. Thirtythree years later the great
goal for most Australian pilots is the
elusive 1000km triangle. It seems that on
most promising cross-country days, the
frantic check of the weather and months
of planning comes down to: “Is this the
1000km day?”
In the past 33 years a number of pilots
have gained the FAI 1000km diploma in
Australia. It seems an indication of the
success of the summer season is measured
by the number of diploma achieved. The
following list is the current listing from
the FAI office of pilots who have achieved
their diploma, either in Australia or, as
with Australian pilots George Vakkur, in
the USA and Rick Agnew in Argentina.
Two new ones this year were Makoto
Ichikawa and Terry Cubley with triangles.
Congratulations.
Malcolm Jinks, George Vakkur, Antony
Tabart, Ingo Renner, Kelvin Wellington,
Paul Mander, Robert Tunks, Stephen
May 2009

O’Donnell, John Rowe, David Jansen,
Colin Norman, Robert Irvine, Andrew
Pybus, Bert Persson, Noel Roediger, Ian
Wright, George Schuit, John Holland,
Marc Schroeder, Holger Back, Wielfried
Grosskinsky, Jochen Goller, Ulrich Gmelin,
Uli Schwenk, Dieter Hutter, Kees Musters,
Bradley Edwards, Dirk Reich, Erwin
Ziegler, Peter Wright, Gerrit Kurstjens,
Pamela Hawkins, George Lee, Anders
Olsson, Paul Bourgard, David Jones, Harry
Medlicott, Peter Trotter, Rodolf
Baderschneider, Kornelius Volosciuk, Hana
Zejdova, Iimari Rintasalo, Philip Claffey,
Robert Ward, Robertus Looisen, Eric
Bongaerts, Eddy Huybreckx, Christian
Flutsch, Friedrich Romig, John Buchanan,
Francesco Bruinsma, Jan Ritsma, Frank
Van Putten, Tohru Ikeda, Andrew Repton,
Yuji Higuchi, Bernard Eckey, David Pietsch,
Richard Kalin, Kari Lappalainen, Shinzo
Takizawa, Richard Agnew, Grant Heaney,
Lubor Kuvik, Hans Hoeck, Tomas Rendla,
Philip Ritchie, Makoto Ichikawa and
Terence Cubley.
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Contact Addresses
Southern Tablelands Gliding Club
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan NSW 2620,
02 62973504.
South West Slope Soaring P/L
181 Fishers La, Bendick Murrell NSW 2803,
0488 531216.
Sydney Gliding Incorporated
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570, 0412 145144.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666, 02 69772733.

G FA

Australian Gliding Museum
2 Bicton St, Mt Waverley VIC 3149,
03 98021098.
Gliding Queensland
C/- Treasurer, 67 Glenora St, Wynnum QLD
4178, 07 38348311, 0417 762621.
NSW Gliding Association
The Secretary, 44 Yanko Ave, Wentworth
Falls NSW 2782, 02 68892733, 02
68891250, Trs: 0407 459581.
South Australian Gliding Association
PO Box 65, Millicent SA 5280, 08 8733421,
0427 977218.
Victorian Soaring Association
4/139 Roberts St, Essendon VIC 3040,
03 83835340, 03 93355364.
Vintage Gliders Australia
22 Eyre St, Balwyn VIC 3103, 03 98175362.
WA Gliding Association Inc.
59 Wellington Pde, Yokine WA 6060,
08 93282511, 08 94449505.
NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA)
327 (Gliding) Flight, Australia
C/- R Sheehan, 176 Macquarie Grove Rd, Camden
NSW 2570, 0427 977127, 02 46553171.
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795,
02 63371180 (weekend), 0427 470001.
Canberra Gliding Club
GPO Box 1130, Canberra ACT 2601,
02 64523994, 0428 523994.
Central Coast Soaring Club
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250,
02 43639111, 02 43844074, 0412 844074.
Cudgegong Soaring Pty Ltd
C/- Matthews Folbigg, Level 7, 10-4 Smith
St, Parramatta NSW 2150, 02 96357966,
02 96357966.
Grafton Gliding Club
16 Fuller St, Mullaway NSW 2456,
02 66541638, 0403 088551.
Hunter Valley Gliding Club Co-op Ltd
PO Box 9, Newcastle NSW 2300,
02 95342884.
Lake Keepit Soaring Club
234 Keepit Dam Rd, Lake Keepit NSW 2340,
02 67697514.
Leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705, 02 69533825.
Narromine Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68892733, 0418 270182.
Orana Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68897373, 0418 270182.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base, Richmond NSW 2755,
02 45873214.
RAAF Williamtown Gliding Club
C/O Mr G R Lee, 10 Federation Dr, Medowie
NSW 2318, 02 49829334.
Scout Association NSW Gliding
C/- Bob G Balfour, 80 Malvern St, Panania
NSW 2213, 02 96951100.
Soar Narromine Pty Ltd
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68891856, 0419 992396.
Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570,
02 46558882, 0418 474636 (emergency).

Gliding Queensland
2 Wing AAFC School of Aviation Inc.
201 Squadron Air Force Cadets, PO Box 647
Archerfield QLD 4108, 07 33324851,
0415 150965.
Barambah District Gliding Club
2 Yellow Gully Rd, Wolvi QLD 4570,
07 54867247, 0412 719797.
Boonah Gliding Club Incorporated
164 Depot Rd, Boonah QLD 4310,
07 54632630, 0408 816164.
Bundaberg Gliding Incorporated
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670,
07 41579558, 0417 071157.
Byron Bay Gliding Inc
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield,
Tyagarah, NSW 2481, 0414 558794,
02 66844244, 0414 558794 .
Byron Bay Gliding PL
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, Tyagarah, NSW 2481, 02 66847572, 0423 787398.
Byron Gliding Club Incorporated
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481,
02 66847627.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510,
0418 713903.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700,
07 49331178.
Darling Downs Soaring Club
Level 1, 1 Swann Rd, Taringa QLD 4068,
07 46637140, 0409 507847.
Gympie Gliding Club
PO Box 217, Gympie QLD 4570, 07 54835380.
Kingaroy Soaring Club
PO Box 91, Kingaroy QLD 4610, 07 41622191,
0438 179163.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, 07 49973265,
0428 360144.
North Queensland Soaring Centre
PO Box 1743, Aitkenville QLD 4814,
0500 811011.
Pacific Soaring
PO Box 259, Caboolture QLD 4510,
07 54994997, 07 54994805.
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring
PO Box 144, Warwick QLD 4370, 07 38348311.
SA Gliding Association (SAGA)
Adelaide Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, 08 85221877.
Adelaide Uni Gliding Club Incorporated
Adelaide Uni Sports Assoc, The University of
Adelaide SA 5005, 08 88262203, 0412 870963.
Air Cadet Gliding Club
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108,
08 83805137, 0429 805137.

G FA M E M B E R S H I P F E E S 2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9
Membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Normal
$200
$205
$204
$205
$205

Family
$160
$165
$164
$165
$165

Student membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Full
$122.50
$127.50
$126.50
$127.50
$127.50

Family
$82.50
$87.50
$86.50
$87.50
$87.50
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Short-term membership:1 Month* 3 Month*
NSW/QLD/VIC
$55
$70
South Australia
$64
$79
Western Australia
$65
$80
*Note: Once only purchase to Australian
residents, thereafter 12 months membership
to be purchased.
International postage for Soaring Australia
to be added to membership fees:
Zone
1
2
3
4
5

Country
New Zealand
Singapore
Japan, Hong Kong, India
USA, Canada, Middle East
UK, Europe, South
America, South Africa

Price
$50
$50
$50
$74
$74
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Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 0871,
08 89526384, 0417 530345.
Australian Junior Gliding Club
67A Balfour St, Nailsworth SA 5083,
0417 421650.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461, 08 88645062.
Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro SA 5356,
08 85640240, 0488 841373.
Bordertown Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268,
08 87521321, 0409 693027.
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280,
08 87333421, 0427 977218.
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1509, Victor Harbor SA 5211,
08 85543543, 0409 677677.
Northern Australian Gliding Club
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 0821,
08 89412512.
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341,
08 85951422, 0417 890215.
Scout Gliding Club
22 Burford Crescent, Redwood Park SA
5097, 08 82895085, 0418 815618.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 85412644.
Whyalla Gliding Club
PO Box 556, Whyalla SA 5600,
08 86452619, 0413 127825.
Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689.
Beaufort Gliding Club
41 Ruby St, Essendon VIC 3040,
03 93376095, 0421 803156 .
Bendigo Gliding Club
PO Box 846, Bendigo VIC 3550, 03 54423459.
Bothwell Gliding Club
PO Box 288, Sandy Bay TAS 7005, 03 62267615.
Cloud Riders Pty Ltd
C/- 18 Wyndham St, Werribee VIC 3030,
03 97413142, 0429 351234.
Corangamite Soaring Club
Kurweeton, Kurweeton Rd, Derrinallum
VIC 3325, 03 55939277.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340,
03 93385925, 0409 212527.
Gliding Club Of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3671, 03 57621058,
0429 950580.
Grampians Soaring Club
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 03 53525710,
0417 514438.
Horsham Flying Club
PO Box 158, Horsham VIC 3402, 03 53823491,
0427 315845.
Latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840,
03 51221081, 0407 839238.
Mangalore Gliding Club
PO Box 208 Nagambie VIC 3608,
03 57985512, 0428 635717.
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
Box 486, Mt Beauty VIC 3699,
02 60591417, 0402 075131.
Murray Border Flying Club Inc
PO Box 58, Tocumwal NSW 2714,
03 58831765, 0418 361415.
Murray Valley Soaring Club Ltd
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646, 02 60335036,
0400 244578.
Soaring Club Of Tasmania
34 Clinton Rd, Geilston Bay TAS 7015,
03 62437508.
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953, 0437 454986.
SportAviation Pty Ltd
Gate 10, Babingtons Rd, Tocumwal Airport,
Tocumwal NSW 2714, 03 58742734,
0427 534122.
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500,
03 50257335, 0448 293927.

Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah VIC 3594, 03 50376688.
Tumbarumba Gliding Club
C/- Judds Engineering P/L, PO Box 5283,
Wagga NSW 2650, 02 69251642, 0428 251642.
VMFG
GPO Box 1096, Melbourne VIC 3001,
0402 281928 or 03 98486473 (h).
Wagga Wagga Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 613, Wagga Marketplace, Wagga
Wagga NSW 2650, 0427 205624.
WA Gliding Association (WAGA)
716 Flight Australia Air Force Cadets
7 Wing HQ, RAAF Base Pearce Bullsbrook
WA 6084, 08 95717800.
Beverley Soaring Society
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304,
08 94595719, 0437 377744.
Gliding Club of Western Australia
PO Box 6231, East Perth WA 6892,
08 92212164, 0417 992806 (weekends).
Morawa Gliding Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, 08 99723022.
Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312,
08 98811795 (weekends), 0407 088314.
Stirlings Gliding Club
C/- Peter Hardy-Atkins, 8 Parker St, Lockyer,
Albany WA 6330, 08 98428816, 0408 842616.

H G FA

All correspondence, including changes
of address, membership renewals, short
term memberships, rating forms and
other administrative matters should
be sent to:
HGFA National Office
4a-60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, ph: 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177,
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].
HGFA General Manager
Chris Fogg, PO Box 258, Helensburgh
NSW 2508, ph/fax 02 4294 9300, 0417
766356, <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>.
Information about site ratings, sites and
other local matters, contact the appropriate
State associations, region or club.
Board Members 2008 to 2010
Pres: Javier Alvarez <president@hgfa.asn.
au>, 0418 116681, PO Box 341 Ourimbah
NSW 2258.
Sec: Paul Coffey <Paul.Coffey@hgfa.asn.
au>, 0428 504285, 25 Taylor St, Eaton
WA 6232.
Trs: Mark Mitsos <Mark.Mitsos@hgfa.
asn.au>, 0408 864083, 22 Longview Cr,
Stanwell Tops NSW 2508.
Board Members:
Don Cramer <Don.Cramer@hgfa.asn.
au>, PO Box 107, 0409 699115, Dalby
QLD 4405.
Bill Moyes <Bill.Moyes@hgfa.asn.au>,
0428 668889, 1144 Botany Road, Botany
NSW 2019.
Brian Webb <Brian.Webb@hgfa.asn.au>,
PO Box 238, Bright VIC 3741, 03 57551753,
03 94121791, 0417 530972.
Geoffrey White <Geoff.White@hgfa.asn.
au>, 0437 073400, 32 matta Dr, Churchill
VIC 3842.
Stephen Clark <stephenmclark@iprimus.
com.au>, 0419 997550, 9 Dale Crs, Mt
Stuart TAS 7000.
States & Regions
ACTHPA
LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT 0200;
[www.acthpa.org]. Pres: Barry Oliver
0407 825819, <Barry.Oliver@anu.edu.
au>; Trs: Geoff Robertson 0429 843417,
<geoffrobertson@grapevine.com.au>;
Sec: Alistair Dickie 0404 023359,
<Alnrelly@alistairdickie.com>; Meetings:
1st Thu/month 7.30pm Yamba Sports Club.
Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Rod Merigan 0439
967971, <rmerigan@q-net.net.au>; V-Pres:
Gavin Nichols 0417 690386, <gknichol@
tpg.com.au>; Sec: Mirek Generowicz 0427
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778280, <mgenerow@optusnet.com.au>;
Trs: Colin Brown 0407 700378, <cobrown@
bigpond.com>.
NSW HG and PG Association
PO Box 341, Ourimbah NSW 2258, [www.
nswhpa.org]. Pres: Javier Alvarez 0418
116681, <president@nswhpa.org>; V-Pres:
Nir Eshed 0423 422494, <vice-president@
nswhpa.org>; Sec: Paul Cox 0421 072897,
<coxy@ccparagliding.com.au>; Trs: John Selby
0414 218391, <treasurer@nswhpa.org>.
North Queensland HG Association
PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob Hayes
0438 710882 <rohayes@optusnet.com.au>; VPres: John Creswell 0400 122261; Sec/Trs: Tracey
Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881, 0418
963796 <info@azurephotography.com.au>.
Queensland HG Association
Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra
QLD 4275 07 38448566.
South Australian HG Association
C/O PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA.
All email: <sahga.exec@gmail.com>. Pres:
Stuart McClure 0428 100796; Sec/Trs: Rob
Woodward 0408 808436; SSO: Martin Sielaff
0408 834621.
Tasmanian HG & PG Association
[www.thpa.net]. Pres: Boris Marold (Launceston HG pilot), 0407 564422, <president@
thpa.net>; Sec/Trs: Stephen Clark (Hobart HG
pilot), 0419 997550, <secretary@thpa.net>.
Northern TAS info: Richard Long (Burnie PG
pilot), 0438 593998, <northern@thpa.net>.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au/]. Pres: Martin Halford <president@
vhpa.org.au>, 0434 427500; Sec: Andrew
Medew <Secretary@vhpa.org.au>; Trs:
Peter Allen <treasurer@vhpa.org.au>; SO:
Hamish Barker; Site Development: Mark Pike;
Committee Members: Jan Bennewitz, Glenn
Bachelor, Kevin Grosser, Rob Parker; Web:
Cindi & Jan Bennewitz.
Clubs
NATIONAL
The Pico Club Incorporated
62 Anderson Street, East Geelong VIC 3219
Pres: Ricky Clarke 0409 955089, <riclarke@
ncable.net.au>; V-Pres: Andrew Shipley; Sec:
Andrew McCarthy 0438 062596, <amaccart4
@tpg.com.au>, Trs: Thomas Dahmen.
NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[www.bmhgc.org.au]. Pres: Andy McMurray
(PG) 02 47875616, 0428 866737, <andyona
laya@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres: Gregor Forbes
(HG) 0421 376680, <gregor_forbes@aapt.net.
au>; Sec: Andrew Paterson (HG) 02 96395461,
0425 305984, <paterson.andrew@bigpond.
com>; Trs/SSO: Allan Bush (HG) 02 47738037,
0407 814524, <allanandbeth@bigpond.com>;
SSO: Paul Hunt (HG) 0404 851876, <huntp@
ozemail.com.au>; Comp Dir: Mark Stewart
(PG) 47871357, 0416 394289, <artik_mark@
yahoo.com.au>; Ed: Hossain Tefaili (HG) 0410
529675, <htefaili@yahoo.com>; Comp: Last
Sun/Month, meet outside Ivanhoe Hotel,
Blackheath. Meetings: Contact Committee.
Central Coast Sky Surfers
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres/SO: Javier
Alvarez 0418 116 681 <javieralvarez@y7mail.
com>; V-Pres: Jeff Terry 0416 291545 <jeff@
survivalsolutions.com.au>; Sec: Julie Terry 0411
567825, <julie@survivalsolutions.com.au>;
Trs: Paul Cox 0417 355897, <coxy@ccpara
gliding.com.au>, SSOs: Maderson Ford 0416
002244; Paul Cox 0417 355897; Tony Barton
0412 607815. Meetings: 1st Thu/month,
7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746,
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.
Hunter Skysailors Paragliding Club
Pres: A Edwards 0411 636761 <anthony
bedwards@optusnet.com.au; V-Pres: Neil
Bright <tojofly@iprimus.com.au>; SSO:
James Thompson 0418 686199, <james.b.t@
hunterlink.net.au>. Meetings: last Tue/month
7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.
Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1@
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bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.
Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: James
Ryrie 02 62359120, <rymicalago@netspeed.
com.au>; V-Pres: Andy Abbott 0419 897005,
<andy@ali-oup.com>; Sec: Mark Mourant
02 48464144, <talect@ispdr.net.au>.
Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness
02 67856545, <skygodfrey@aol.com>, V-Pres:
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.com>,
Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmail.com>, SSO
(HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484 <patrick.
lenders@gmail.com>, SSO (WM): Willi Ewig
02 67697771 <skyranch@gmx.net>.
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597; SSO: Lee
Scott 0429 844961.
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; [www.
nhgc.asn.au], <fly@nhgc.asn.au>. Pres:
Stuart Coad <president@nhgc.asn.au> 0408
524862; V-Pres: Matt Olive 02 49436791; Sec/
Comp Director: Simon Plint 0407 613701,
<SimonPlint@newcastle.edu.au>; Trs: Monica
Barrett 0425 847207; SOs: Coastal – Tony
Barton 0412 607815, Inland – Scott Barrett
0425 847208, John O’Donohue 02 49549084,
PG – James Thompson 02 49468680; Newsletter: David Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month
7:30pm South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn
St, Merewether.
Northern Beaches HG Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103. Pres:
Peter Rundle <sf27mz@gmail.com>;
V-Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616,
<nbf@whirlwind.com.au>; Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696677, <dalexander@med.
usyd.edu.au>; CEO: Jude Ho <heyjudeho@
bigpond.com>; Trs: Steve Nagle <steve.
nagle@gmail.com>; Committee: Rohan
Taylor <rohantaylor@yahoo.com>, Graeme
Cran <crannie@ccparagliding.com.au>.
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrhgpgc.org]. Pres: Cedar Anderson 0429
070380 <cedar@poliglide.com>; V-Pres: Brian
Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@optusnet.
com.au>; Sec: Maureen McEneaney 0413
166548 <maureen_mceneaney@yahoo.com>;
Trs: Paul Gray <paraluap@hotmail.com>;
SSO (PG): Lindsay Wooten <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>, 0427 210993; SSO (HG):
Andrew Polidano. Meetings: 2nd Wed/month,
7pm, Byron Services Club.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres:
Peter Wennersten 0414 333393, <president
@flystanwell.com>; Sec: Nir Eshed <member
ship@flystanwell.com>; Trs: Adrian Le Gras
0400 002281, <treasurer@flystanwell.com>;
M/ship: Robert Seckold <membership@
flystanwell.com>; SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408
864083, <SSO@flystanwell.com>.
Sydney Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Peter Dower 0413 484471, <peter.
dower@campbelltown.nsw.gov.au>; Trs:
John Selby 02 93447932, <johnselby@idx.
com.au>; Sec: Susanne Liersch 0403 062625,
<Susanne.Liersch@AOA.NESTLE.COM>;
SO: Doug Dole, Bruce Wynne; SSO: Ken
Stothard. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, 7:30pm
Endeavour Hotel, Botany.
NORTHERN TERRITORY
Alice Springs HG and PG Club
Pres: Brett Lewis 0418 890033, <freelance@
octa4.net.au>; Vice-Pres: Ricky Jones 0406
098354, <redcentreparagliding@yahoo.com>.
Please contact for paramotoring, PG ridge
soaring and thermal flying.
QUEENSLAND
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254,
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 6468, Cairns QLD 4870. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <rohayes@optusnet.com.
au>; V-Pres/SO: Brett Collier 0431 151150
<brettcollier@bigpond.com>; Sec: Lance
Keough, 31 Holm St, Atherton QLD 4883,
07 40912117; Trs: Nev Akers 07 40532586.

ALL CLUBS PLEASE CHECK DETAILS IN THIS SECTION CAREFULLY
Could all Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details of their Executive
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attention is directed to the listing of
SSOs and SOs for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior SOs and SOs confirm
ALL SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that
those holding these appointments have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive
notices and correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to be
endorsed by Clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if confirmation
is not received, those listed in the Database where no current forms or confirmation is held,
the appointment will be taken as having expired.
General Manager, HGFA
Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Raef Mackay 0408 994104
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Martin
Bennett <vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>; Sec:
Dirk Barber; Trs: Enda Murphy <treasurer@
chgc.asn.au>; Sec/Ed: Cameron McNeill 0419
706326, <secretary@chgc.asn.au>; Gen-Exec:
Greg Hollands <gem@chgc.asn.au>; SSO PG:
Phil Hystek 07 55434000 (h), 0418 155317
<sso@chgc.asn.au>; SSO HG: Lee Patterson
0417 025732 <sso@chgc.asn.au>.
Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
‘The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec:
James Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.
edu.au>; Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699,
<jaw12@bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall
0427 177237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.
telstra.com>; SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187,
07 49387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry
07 49922865, <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.
Conondale Cross-Country Flyers Inc.
[www.entrypoint.to/conondale-x-countryflyers]. Pres: Carl Forster 0411 135753;
Sec: Denis Davis 0428 130375; Trs: Steve
Stocker 0411 226733; SSO (PG/PPG) Graham
Sutherland 0429 935882, (MHG) Frank
Fontaine 0408 556113.
Dalby Hang Gliding Club
17 Mizzen St, Manly West QLD 4179. Pres:
Daron ‘Boof’ Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@
aclad.com.au>; V-Pres: Nick Purcell 0414
779191, <n.purcell@optusnet.com.au>;
Sec/Trs: Annie Crerar 0418 711821, <annie.
bruce@bigpond.com>; SSO: Jason ‘Yoda’ Reid
0424 293922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>.
Fly Killarney Inc.
PO Box 70, Killarney QLD 4373. Pres: Andrew
Horchner 0427 807516; V-Pres: Sonya
Fardell 0415 156256; PR/Site contact: Wendy
Mugridge 0418 807516.
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 07 5455 4661; V-Pres
& SSO (HG): David Cookman 0427 498753;
V-Pres (PG): Tex Beck 0407 238017; Trs:
Gary Allen 0417 756878; Sec: Janine Krauchi
0438 701220; (HG): David Cookman 0427
498573, 07 54498573; SSO (PG): JeanLuc Lejaille 0418 754157, 07 54863048 &
Jonathan Allen 0438 107518, 07 54748169.
Wicked Wings Club
Toowoomba & District PG/HG Club Inc, 190
Drayton St, Laidley QLD 4341. Pres: Peter
Schwenderling 0427 461347 <swendo1@big
pond.net.au>; Trs: Richard Cook 0427 805960
<richardtc@aapt.net.au>; Sec: Troy Litzow
0448 456607 <troylitzow@optusnet.com.au>.
Whitsundays HG Club
Contact: Henryk Wojcik 07 49550253 (h),
0403 715962, <hmwoj53@bigpond.net.au>;
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.
TASMANIA
Tasmanian HG&PG Ass. (see States & Regions)
VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Dale
Appleton 0408 382635; SSO: Rob van der
Klooster 0408 335559. Meetings: 1st Fri/
month, venue see [www.hgfa.asn.au/~dyna].
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Gabriel Toniolo 0407
544511, <gabriel.toniolo@hotmail.com>;
Sec: Andrew Medew 0425 702957, <hang_
gliding@iprimus.com.au>; SSO: Peter Holloway
0409 526 805, <info@freedomairsports.com.
au>. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, 7:30pm at
Station 59, 59 Church St, Richmond.
North East Victorian Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Karl Texler 0428 385144, <president@
nevhgc.net>; Sec: William Brooks 0409
411791, <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs: Tony
Kenney 0412 238039, <treasurer@nevhgc.
net>; M/ship: Rod Oldfield 0412 922669,
<membership@nevhgc.net>; SSO/Comps:

Karl Texler 0428 385144, <brightvt@netc.net.
au>; SSO/Comms: Brian Webb 0417 530972;
Meetings: [www.hgfa.asn.au/~nevhgc/].
Sky High Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]; Pres: Rob Parker
0415 316861,<president@skyhighparagliding.
org>; V-Pres: Martin Halford 0425 816852, <vp
@skyhighparagliding.org>; Trs: Peter Allen 0412
238567, <tres@skyhighparagliding.org>; Sec:
Julie Sheard 0425 717944, <sec@skyhighpara
gliding.org>; Membership: Col Hjortshoj; Merchandise: Lauren O’Loughlin; Nov Rep: Nelson Li
<nov@skyhighparagliding.org>; Web: Peter
Broughton <wm@skyhighparagliding.org>;
Safety: Carolyn Dennis <safety@skyhighpara
gliding.org>; Committee: Loz Pozzani. Meetings:
1st Wed/month 8pm Retreat Hotel, 226
Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
Southern Microlight Club
[http://home.vicnet.net.au/~stclub/]. Pres:
Mark Andrews 03 95988708 (h), < mark079@
optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Mark Howard 03
9751 1480 (h); Sec: David Jacka 03 94866996
(h), 0409 866996. Newsletter: Carl Dillon
<carldillon@optusnet.com.au>. Meetings:
2nd Tue/month 8pm Manning-ham Club, 1
Thompsons Rd, Bulleen.
Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.WVHGC.
com]. Pres: Phillip Campbell 0419 302850,
<campbell.p@giant.net.au>; V-Pres: Andrew
Stevens 0418 147888, <andrew.stevens@
frankston.vic.gov.au>; Sec: Mark O’Keefe 0412
473724, <mark_okeefe@mac.com>; Trs:
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860, <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; Site Development
Officers: Jon Merli, Greg Begelhole, Bruce
Atkinson, Drew Christian; Newsletter: Andrew
Stevens. Meetings: 1st Wed/month at Richard’s
place, Glenroy.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany HG & PG Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556; Sec: John
Middleweek 08 98412096, fax: 08 98412096.
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 6051.
Pres: Mike Annear 0400 775173 <mike@
mikeannear.com>; V-Pres: Eric Metrot 0407
003059<tromes@bigpond.com>; Trs: Colin
Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.
com>; Sec: Joe Bosworth 0412 939290
<dover@arach.net.au>; Committee: Shelly
Heinrich 0428 935462 <shellheinrich@hotmail.
com>, Rod Merigan 0439 967971 <rmerigan@
q-net.net.au>, Clive Salvidge 0402 240038
<clive@iinet.net.au>, Julien Menager 0423
829346 <Julien.me@gmail.com>; SOs: John
Carman, Nigel Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild.
Meetings: Last Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne
Park Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.
Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Kalgoorlie:
Pres/SSO: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.
net.au>, 08 90215771; Trs/SO: Richard Breyley
<richard.breyley@kbrl.com.au>, 0417 986896;
Sec: Antony Corbett <antony.corbett@rapallo.
com.au> 0439 943841. Perth: SSO: Mark Stokoe
<Mark.Stokoe@health.wa.gov.au> 0414 932461.
Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillfly@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick Williams
0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary Bennet 0412
611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386,
Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, Dave Longman
08 93859469. Meetings held on site during
club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.
Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: Keith
Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey 0428
504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 949004.
Western Soarers
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box 483, Mt
Hawthorn WA 6915. Pres: Michael Duffy
<lehanggliding@gmail.com>; V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jason.kath@yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Trs:
Mirek Generowicz 0427 778280, <mgenerow@
optusnet.com.au>; SSOs: Shaun Wallace, Gavin
Nicholls, Matty Coull, Rick Williams, Michael
Duffy. Meetings: See [http://au.groups.yahoo.
com/group/western_soarers/].
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Letter to the Editor
Special General Meeting
A request for a Special General
Meeting (SGM) has been circulated
amongst members of the HGFA in order
to finalise membership concerns which
saw 11% of the membership call for an
SGM when the Canungra Club organised
a similar request last year.
That constitutional process to allow
the members to decide on whether or

Classifieds

not they supported the HGFA committee’s
current culture and direction was not
permitted to occur and the Canungra
Club was advised by the committee to
reframe the request and re-present it.
In order for the HGFA to move
forward, a group of concerned members
and I believe this issue must be resolved
and have put a re-framed ‘Request for
Special General Meeting’ to the members
for consideration.

We have drawn up an agenda which
specifies the issues we consider must
be addressed and changes to current
practices to resolve the identified issues.
The agenda can be viewed at [http://
au.groups.yahoo.com/group/western_
soarers/]. Type ‘future vision’ in the search
window and press ‘search’.
Alex Jones
Regards,
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G FA
NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTISERS
All advertisements and payment can be sent to:
The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising
Level 1/34 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062.
Ph: 03 9303 7805, Fax: 03 9303 7960
Email: <Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au>
Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution
(300dpi at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats.
Photographs may be provided in either photo print
or slides. Low resolution digitals are not suitable.
Photographs, slides or disks may be returned. Please
include a self-addressed and stamped envelope
for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or
credit card). Don’t forget Classifieds deadline is the
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence.

Single-seater Sailplanes
Club Libelle VH-GJK for sale at Boonah, Qld. Good
trailer. Always hangared. New tinted canopy. Basic
instruments & Microair radio. Current Form 2,
$13500. Ph: Rob Izatt 0408 016164 or
<boonahgliding@bigpond.com>.
HPH 304 Shark 18M Class Sailplane. Competition ready. Cobra trailer. Factory extras. Jet version
also available by order. Ph: Australian agent, Andrew
Georgeson, 0438 021419.
Jantar Std VH-IZT. 1750 hrs, 1000 landings. Good
clean condition. Microair radio, Borgelt instrumentation, canopy hinge. Well thought out trailer & all
tow-out gear. Competitive Standard Class performance at $30K. Also available hangar Lake Keepit
$10K. Ph: Paul 0404 851876.
Kestrel 19m, 44:1 (wet), 43:1 (dry), only three
prior owners, 2257 hrs, 598 landings, excellent
appearance, new National 425 parachute, nice
factory build FRP trailer, hangar at Beverley airfield
included, complete tow-out set, tail chute, fully
flapped, new battery, new Borgelt B400, new
Garmin GPS 60, recently overhauled, AH, oxygen
system with panel mounted bottle pressure, fully
Mylar sealed, fresh Form 2, 70-litre water capacity,
watering equipment, full covers set, $31000 ono.
Ph: Paul on 0427 345560.
LS8-18. The best LS8 in the country is for sale. Fully
equipped & optioned inclusive of full set of waterproof Xandia covers. Poly finish factory profiled
wings. Cobra XLR trailer. Glider available after the
Benalla Nationals, $145000. Miles Gore-Brown 07
55789904 or <mgbsia@pacific.net.sg>.
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Super Arrow ES 60B (#111). Condition sound.
Good basic instruments. Flies well. Needs 30 yearly.
$4500 as is, where is (Cranbrook, WA). Ph: 08
98428816 or <phardy-atkins@bigpond.com>.
Ventus B 16.6 VH-GPI, 4400 hrs, 1200 L, fine
surface (re-gelcoated in Narromine), good condition,
trailer. Borgelt vario system, Dittel 720ch radio,
$50000. Contact: <info@soarnarromine.com.au>.

Two-seater Sailplanes
Blanik GEU, for sale due to fleet consolidation
by the Gliding Club of Victoria. 3996 hrs, Form
2 completed 11/08. One of the best Blaniks in
Australia. Radio plus the usual instruments, $8000.
Ph: Robert 03 94894298.
ASK13 GUQ, good condition, 40-yearly just
completed by Bathurst Club. Skid replaced by nose
wheel for handling ease & tarmac take-offs. No
trailer offers invited. Ph: Bob 02 63376618.
Brasov IS-30, VH-GQA. 3900 hrs. 9800 landings.
Ideal ab-initio training aircraft & is also fully aerobatic capable. Microair radio, electric vario. No
trailer. Surplus to club requirements. $20000 neg.
Ph: Lindsay 0418 157588.
Centrair Marianne C201b 40:1 Fixed gear, no
flaps. A great club machine, condition excellent,
built 1988; ~1700 hrs, fuselage new gel 2003,
wings excellent condition, 9/10 canopies perfect,
disc brake, interior 9/10. Instruments front: Std
instruments plus Ilec LX160, GPS ready, Dittel
radio. Rear: Ilec LX160 repeater, ASI, Alt. PTT trailer:
Excellent custom-made, aluminium & steel, $75K
ono. Ph: Mark Fisher 0427 127128.
IS28B2 GCN made in July 1995, it has been with
Sunraysia Gliding Club since new. Nil accidents, only
734 hrs. Must be least used example in Australia.
For sale with open trailer $55000 ono. Ph: Keith
0428 121282.

Self-launching/Motor Gliders
ASK 21 Mi 2007, cell 800 hrs, engine brand
new, one year warranty. Fully equipped (g meter,
parachutes, transponder, etc.). Beautiful! Reason:
not enough use for it. Ph: 0423 787398.
SF25 C, very good condition. L2000, 350 hrs, BOH
Byron Bay. Ph: 02 66291787.
Dimona H36, two-seat, 1/4 share, excellent
condition, soars & tours well, based Camden, see
[www.dimonamotorglider.com] for photos & details,
$22500. Ph: 0429 493828.
TeST DM8, two-seat motor glider. Retractable
engine, low hrs, excellent condition, located
Serpentine WA, $65000 ono. Ph: 0405 305957.

Ventus 2CM Self-launch VH-GLR, excellent
condition, 720 hrs, 30 engine hrs. Wings profiled &
stable, aircraft finished in Polyurethane. Instruments
include ASI, ALT, Borgelt B40, B50, B2000, Flarm,
Microair radio & compass. Factory extras are tail
tank, tinted canopy & tilt up panel. Enclosed trailer
& tow-out gear. Always hangared at Jondaryan.
Ph: John Moore 07 32636618.
Ventus 2c 18m, sell half share, based at SDA &
SC, Qld. Interested parties can ph: 0438 371145 to
discuss further.

Wanted
Trailer, instruments, parachute & radio to suit
Cirrus 75. All option considered. Ph: Richard 0458
160457, Ian 0418 691313.

General
BUSINESS – BYRO N BAY GLIDING

Training & charters, AOC, good turnover, very good
income. CHANGE YOUR WAY OF LIVING! Adequate
training will be provided! Ph: JB 02 66847572.

Instruments & Equipment
Boom mics for all radios from $93.50, Tyres 400
x 4, 500 x 4 (Junior) 500 x 5, 380 x 150 (twoseaters, motorgliders), 600 x 6. Plus all tailwheels.
Wingstands, Winter service, Tost wheels. Ph: Ian
McPhee 0428 847642, Box 657, Byron Bay NSW
2481, <www.mrsoaring.com>.
Rigging Aid Cobra Mechanical, new late 2007.
Used twice. Will sell for half current cost. Email for
photos & details <joneso@iinet.net.au>.

Gliding Publications
Airborne Magazine: Covering all facets of
Australian & New Zealand modelling. The best value
modelling magazine. Now $60pa for six issues.
Plans & other special books available. PO Box 30,
Tullamarine, VIC 3043.
Free Flight: Quarterly journal of the Soaring Association of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian
soaring scene & relevant international news &
articles. $US26 for one year, $47 for two years, $65
for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa,
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.
Gliding International: The new international
gliding magazine edited by John Roake. Specialising
in being first with news from every corner of the
soaring globe. A$60 p.a. Personal cheques or credit
cards accepted. Contact: Gliding International,
79 Fifth Avenue, Tauranga, New Zealand. Email:
<office@glidinginternational.com>.
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Classifieds
Sailplane & Gliding: The only authoritative
British magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4
pages of fascinating material & pictures with colour.
Available from the British Gliding Association,
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, England.
Annual subscription for six copies £17.50.
Sailplane Builder: Monthly magazine of the Sailplane Homebuilders Association. $US29 (airmail
$US46) to SHA, c/o Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith
Road, Chatsworth, CA 91311 USA.
Soaring: Official monthly journal of the Soaring
Society of America Inc. PO Box 2100, Hobbs,nm
88241 USA. Foreign subscription rates (annually):
$US43 surface delivery; $US68 premium delivery.
Technical Soaring/OSTIV: Quarterly publicationof
SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers. c/o
T U Delft, Fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg 1,
NL-2629 HS DELFT, The Netherlands.
Vintage Times: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders
Australia, edited by David & Jenne Goldsmith, PO Box
577, Gisborne VIC 3437, Membership $20 pa.

H G FA
Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members
up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified
per person per issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office
for membership verification/payment by email
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93362177 or post:
4a/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042.
The deadline is 25th of the month, for publication
five weeks hence. Submitted classifieds will run for
one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings.
When submitting a classified remember to include
your contact details (for prospective buyers),
your HGFA membership number (for verification)
and the State under which you would like the
classified placed. (Note that the above does not
apply to commercial operators. Instructors may
place multiple classified entries, but will be
charged at usual advertising rates.)

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required
for the specific aircraft being reflective of
the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All
members must adhere to the maintenance
requirements as contained in Section 9 of
the Operations Manual and as provided
by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment
should always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of
the aircraft. It should include examination
of maintenance logs for the aircraft. It is
unethical and a legally volatile situation
for individuals to provide aircraft which are
unsuitable for the skill level of the pilot, or
aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment
NEW SOUTH WALES

Airborne Sting 2 175 XC, well maintained glider
in good condition, blue/mint green. C/w two spare
DTs, UV bag, XC bag & pneumatic wheels. $2300.
Also: Airborne Sting 154, good condition, $1350.
Ph: Jim 0421 882419.
Litespeed 5, 84 hrs, full carbon LEs, rears, struts &
battens (all the fruit!). Smoke inlaid sail. $7800. Will
include spare DT, drogue & assorted bits. Ph: 0407
932724 – whenever.
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Paragliders & Equipment

HGFA Schools
ACT/NE W SO UTH WA LES

QUEEN SLAND

Ozone Rush 2s. 70 to 90kg. Ltf 1/2. 25 hrs, excellent condition, $2500. Ozone Mantra 2m. 80 to
102kg. Ltf 2/3. 180 hrs, good condition. $1500.
Ph. 0429 775554.

Microlights & Equipment
NEW SOUTH WALES

Airborne XT 2005 model, 241 hrs, very good to
excellent condition, with brand new Streak III wing
(0TT at 237 hrs base time), in excellent condition.
Fully hangared since new. Also c/w: Microair SFL2000
transponder (professionally installed & calibrated
– recently TSO’d), Ameriking AK350 encoder,
Microair M760 VHF radio, Lynx powered interface
intercom, Lynx helmet set, headsets with pro bag
& charger, BRS 1050 ballistic recovery parachute.
Heavy duty full trike covers, brand new heavy
duty wing cover & Stone Guard (all Punkinhead
Airsports). Warp drive Nickle LE prop with Hub &
Spinner as well as original Bolly Hub, professional
Rotax engineer service history/logs. Ideal purchase
for someone looking for a new trike, but with $18K
of additional extras, without trailer. Price: $55000, or
$62000 with $20K custom camper trailer, incl. ramp,
electric winch, LED lighting, fuel storage holders
(external lockers), water tank & pump, pull-down
bed. Ph: Brook on 0417 983869 to discuss. Would
also consider lease-back of trike (currently hangared
at Murwillumbah, northern NSW).

Learn to Fly in Canberra!
The Paragliding Capital of Australia
and only three hours drive from Sydney.
At Australian Paragliding Centre we fly all
year round & are open seven days a week.
Learn to fly in a friendly, caring environment
with first class tuition & equipment.
• Licence & introductory courses
• Tandem flights
• Gift vouchers & group discounts
• Pilot Development Clinics for novice,
intermediate & advanced pilots
• International flying tours
• Cross-country & towing tours
• Ozone, Airwave paragliders, harnesses,
reserves, flying suits, GPS, UHF, EPIRBS
• Fly Products paramotor sales & tuition
Contact: Peter Bowyer on

02 6226 8400

<fly@paraglide.com.au>
Check out our new homepage!
[www.paraglide.com.au]

VI CTORIA

Nano Trike, near new Sting 165 wing, NZ 34
motor, low hrs, always hangared, $6000 firm. Ph:
0409 947569.
Airborne XT-582 Outback 2008, Cruze wingblue/gold, 33 hrs, Vertex VHF radio, intercom, two
helmets, Duratuff prop, oil injection, electric start,
always hangared, as brand new, save thousands,
$37500. Ph: 0401 0888233.

QUEE NSLAND

WEST ERN AUST RA LIA

Redback trike, as new with trailer, 140 hrs only,
$11000 ono. Ph: 0403 342484.

RAINBOW PARAGLIDING
APCO AUSTRALIA
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Offering the full range
of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and
100% satisfaction guarantee.
Test centre for APCO gliders [www.apcoaviation.com].

APCO Australia and PWC winner
of the Serial Class 2000
Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round,
60km cross-country flights have been achieved in winter!
FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the experts.
INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the
knowledge.
SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-in,
maintenance and repairs.
YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 2,500 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581
Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>

[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]
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PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely
renowned as Australia’s best flying region.
Bright has been host to numerous Australian &
international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the
best, our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian
Paragliding Champion) has been involved in
paragliding since 1990 & instructing for over
10 years.
Courses
• Introductory & HGFA licence course
• Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
• SIV courses
• Tow courses
• XC tandem flights
• Equipment Sales
We are now conducting SIV courses.
See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

NE W SO UTH WA LES

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
www.activeflight.com.au
• MT BORAH, MANILLA is the one of the top 10
flying sites in the world & has more flyable days
than anywhere else in Australia. It has 4 large
launches for nearly all wind directions & easy, safe
top & bottom landings all around. Great ridge
soaring & XC all in one place. HOST of the 2007
PARAGLIDING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS!
• YOUR CFI IS GODFREY WENNESS: The most
experienced paraglider pilot in Australia. Over 7000
hours airtime since 1988, World Record Holder
– 335km (1998-2002), Longest Tandem Flight in
the World – 223km (2000-03), Multiple National
Records, National XC League Winner (inaugural
2001 & 2002), CFI, Instructor Examiner, Australian
Team Member, Prototype Test Pilot, HGFA Safety
& Ops Committee (PG), International Comps
Organiser, & Owner of World Famous Mt Borah.
• NOVICE LICENCE COURSES: Our famous 9 day,
live in, Novice Licence Courses, with genuine small
class sizes (<6), go well beyond the minimum
requirements & include thermalling, ridge soaring, safety manoeuvres & more. Over a week of
the highest quality tuition by highly experienced
pilots/instructors, using the latest techniques
& equipment costs only $1720 (including
accommodation and $400 equipment discount).
• THERMALLING, XC & OTHER TUITION: We specialise in PG & offer personal one-on-one & group
tuition in areas such as basic skills refresher,
thermalling, cross-country, SIV safety clinics, & Intermediate, Advanced, Tandem, Motor & other ratings.
• HG TO PG ENDORSEMENTS: its easier than
you think!
• ONLY QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM THE BEST
BRANDS: Importer of Advance, Flytec, Hanwag
and JDC. Stockist & service of all equipment,
new & secondhand.
• CABINS & CAMPING ONSITE: Stay at Mt Borah
– its nice & quiet! Cabins for just $15p/n ($100
p/w) & camping $6 ($35 p/w).
So come flying with Manilla Paragliding, where the person who shows you the mountain, owns the mountain!

Phone Godfrey Wenness on:
02 6785 6545 or fax: 02 6785 6546
email: <SkyGodfrey@aol.com>
‘The Mountain’, Manilla, NSW 2346.
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Australia Wide Services
HGFA Approved Paraglider
Testing & Repairs

• Comprehensive testing and repairs
to all paragliders
• Fully equipped service and repair
agents for:
Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin,
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone,
Paratech, Sky, Swing, UP
• Full written report
• Harness repair and modifications
• Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
• Parachute repacking
• Orders taken from anywhere in Australia,
New Zealand and Asia
• Prompt turnaround
PARAGLIDING
REPAIR
CENTRE

Paragliding Repair Centre
680 Traylen Road, Stoneville WA 6081
Office/Fax: 08 92952820, Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]
May 2009

ASW 28-18, owned by Warrick Paddon, flying near Khancoban
Photo: David Conway from the back seat of Bernard Eckey's ASH 25
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