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YOU’VE GOT WINGS  PART 2
Rob Donaldson
IN LAST MONTH’S ISSUE WE FOLLOWED THE TRIKES FROM NOWERGUP TO BROOME.
THIS ISSUE THE STORY CONTINUES.

D AY S 1 0  1 2 J U LY 2 1  2 3

(Broome)
You would think that a few days in
Broome would be lovely and relaxing. Not
that it wasn’t, but it was also ‘full on’ in
preparing for the arrival of the rest of
the crew as soon as the winds died down
enough for them to fly up to Broome.
We were quickly introduced to a very
lovely and eccentric Englishman who runs
‘Broome Trike Flights’, Charles. Charles
would have to be the most fascinating
man I have met in quite a few years. If you
ever get the chance to go for a fly around
Broome, make sure it is with Charles. It
will be a trip you will never forget.
Charles is looking after a property
on the very edge of the airport and has
direct access to the airport. This would
have to qualify as the most privileged aviation residence (outside of John Travolta’s)
in the world, or at least Australia! He has
surrounded himself with his colourful past
and toys. He lives in an old double-decker
bus, that he drove around Australia some
10 years ago, via mostly unsealed roads.
He has an outdoor bathroom. And by
outdoor, I mean no walls, no roof, no
floor. Just the hessian tied around a few
star pickets for modest privacy. His toilet
though was a fully operational indoor
toilet, just located outside for the world
to see. Given the close proximity of the
runway to Charles’ place, you could almost
see the passengers as they took off and
landed while you were doing your business. As you approached the toilet area

you had to give a whistle to indicate your
intention of going to the toilet. If you
got a whistle back it meant that it was
already occupied. Primitive, but it worked.
Charles helped us to get onto ABC
Pilbara for a radio interview and progress
report. Charles also organised for the
Airport Security and Fire Services to be
available for the arrival of the rest of the
microlights, as well as introducing us to
many of the real Broome people, many
of whom gladly donated towards our
cause. Our stay in Broome will always be
remembered because of the tireless work
and enthusiasm of Charles.

rapid climb to see the sun set again. Two
sunsets in one day!
Getting back in again was busy, as
every other scenic flight was also returning from their sunset flights. Broome
airport landed 28 aircraft in 25 minutes!
Now that was a lot of radio chatter.

D A Y 1 3  J U L Y 2 4 (Broome)
The rest of the microlights flew into
Broome this morning. They were met by
a group of reporters, from TV, radio and
print. Also there to greet them was the
Airport Fire and Rescue Services, who
also wanted to show off their new multimillion dollar fire trucks. They joined in
for the group photo, placing their trucks
behind the microlights and spraying a
huge jet of water in an arc behind the
planes. It looked spectacular and the
media lapped it up. Most of the pilots
were interviewed by the press, but Ian
disappeared into the cab of the new fire
truck to play with the water gun!
I introduced the team to Charles and
we took them down the airport service
road to Charles’ place. I had deliberately
not told them about his unique abode
as I wanted to see if they would have
the same reaction as Fiona and
I did a few days earlier. I was
not disappointed.
The wind died right down
in the late afternoon and we
took some of the firemen and
their partners up for a sunset
flight along Cable beach. It
was fantastic. I flew with just
in my shorts and jacket as the
temperature was mild. I took my
passenger along the beach until
the sun set and then we did a

Day 14: Take-off from Willare Roadhouse

D A Y 1 4  J U L Y 2 5 (Broome to

Fitzroy Crossing, 245.4nm, 5.1 hours)
With a degree of sadness we departed
from Broome this morning. Charles and
the Broome Airport Management had
been very accommodating and will be
missed. For the next few days we are
flying inland, so we also said goodbye to
the ocean. We still had headwinds, but
not as bad as during the last few days.
As we approached Wilare Roadhouse, a
waypoint on our flight plan, and fuel stop
if required, we flew into the smoke from
a very large bushfire. There was no way
around the smoke as it was too dispersed,
so we dropped down from 5000ft to just
800ft to be able to see.
The roadhouse appeared below us
and we landed on Highway One right in
front of the roadhouse. I quickly followed
Ian and Jon in, and then acted as Air
Traffic Control for the rest of the crew.
Our arrival at the roadhouse was novel
and quite unique to the many drivers
who were already there. We created a
lot of interest and it required a bit of
organisation to help get the other pilots
down safely. Howie was enjoying the

Day 11: Charles’ eccentric hangar

June 2009

Soaring Australia

1

H G FA
attention so much, he decided to do
three fly-bys! Derek gently tapped one
of the road signs with a wingtip, but
no damage was done. By the time we
went to take off, our make-shift runway
(Highway One) was lined with spectators.
It was quite a buzz.
By the time we reached Fitzroy Crossing, the wind had died completely. We
met a few of the locals at the airport
who were very intrigued by our journey
and wanted to donate for a flight up
the Geikie Gorge. I had never heard of
the Geikie Gorge, so I took Fiona up for
a flight to see what it looked like. It is
a hidden treasure. Out of the flatlands
surrounding Fitzroy Crossing come jutting
out of the earth these spectacular rock
formations and a river gorge system.

Day 15: Peak hour traffic at Fitzroy Crossing airport

D A Y 1 5  J U L Y 2 6 (Fitzroy

Crossing to Warmun, 332.7nm, 6.6 hours)
Started playing a new game over the
chat channel with Ian and Jon – getting
them to correctly pronounce the names
of the towns we were either overflying
or approaching. Today’s ’Word of the
Day’ was ‘Warmun’. It sounds simple, but
proved far more difficult (and amusing).
We flew into ‘Halls Creek’ for lunch and
I overheard Ian call it ‘Hells Creek’. I was
just about to correct his pronunciation
when, upon reflection, I realised that he
probably got it right!

From Halls Creek we all took on a
passenger so we could take as many of
the ground crew as possible with us to
fly around the Bungle Bungles. This is
another World Heritage area, the second
of three World Heritage areas I flew over
on this trip. (The rest of the crew will fly
over five of Australia’s 20 World Heritage
areas on their trip to Brisbane – Shark
Bay, Bungle Bungles, Kakadu, the Daintree
and the Great Barrier Reef).
I had to fly a slightly different route
as Fiona still had to drive to the Bungle
Bungles. So I left Halls Creek early to meet
up with Fiona on the roadside. I’m beginning to enjoy this landing on the road and
gathering a small crowd. Anyway, we flew
off towards the Bungle Bungles and conducted a quick landing at the airstrip just
to its south where they have an information area about the rock formations. Just
as we were about to land I caught Howie’s
faint radio call indicating that Angus
was still stuck at Halls Creek due
to engine troubles. We decided
to cut short our fly around of
the Bungle Bungles and just
flew around the first large rock
formation before heading back
to our cars, where Roger was, to
send him back to meet up
with Angus.
Once I dropped Fiona off and
sent Roger back to Halls Creek,
I flew up Highway One towards
Warmun. There were some big
bushfires around the Warmun
airport, which was very beneficial
as Derek’s GPS decided to play up and left
him without good directions. We talked
him through the problem and directed
him towards the fires and to the airport.
Never before had I thought a fire would
be so handy in navigation.
I was on final to land at Warmun and
a mere few feet off the deck when I realised I had a problem, my engine would
not power down when I took my foot off
the accelerator. I aborted the landing and
went around for another attempt, trying
to figure out what was wrong. I lined
up again and had the same problem, so
I turned off the engine at late final and
conducted a very silent landing. Warren
came over to see if he could help and he
quickly discovered that my hand throttle
was still a little open. Oops! The strange
thing was that I remember turning it off
as part of my airport approach at five
miles. On closer inspection, I noticed that
where the tube of my water bottle from

under my seat comes up it sits right on the
hand throttle and I think it got caught
under the throttle when I pushed it down,
thus reducing the power, but not fully. No
doubt about it, I have learnt many things
on this trip. I am glad I came along.
With the fires as their backdrop Derek
and Dave made it safely to the airport. As
the fires were so close, with just the road
separating us from them, some of the crew
quickly moved some of the microlights
into an open hangar. Unfortunately in
their haste, my radio aerial was snapped
off. Time for me to take a quick walk
around the carpark!
News filtered through that Angus had
a fuel problem and they were able to get
his engine started at Halls Creek. Roger
was going to stay with the microlight
overnight and fly it up at day break while
Angus drove up tonight, finally getting in
at about 1am.

Day 16: V Gorge in the Bungles

D A Y 1 6  J U L Y 2 7 (Warmun

to Kunnunurra, 178.6nm, 3.4 hours)
Word of the day was ‘Kunnunurra’. Ian
tried and tried, but after about 30 different attempts we gave up and said
‘close enough’.
Before heading off to Kunnunurra
this morning, a few of us flew back to the
Bungle Bungles. I took Richard with me
so he could take some photos and video,
because during yesterday’s flight he was
battling the overexposure of sunset light
and not many of the photos had worked.
In this morning’s light we had a much better opportunity to take some great, clear
photos and video. With the Bungle Bungles
being a very popular scenic flight area,
we were joined at close proximity by two
helicopters during our flight up ‘V Gorge’
and ‘Deep Gorge’. That was pretty neat.
The flight to Kunnunurra took us
alongside Lake Argyle. It was so nice to
see lots of water again. The lake is home

Day 15: Deep Gorge in the Bungles
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to many birds, but I didn’t see any crocs
on the banks of the lake. The water was
mirror-like in some areas, making a perfect reflection of the hills. I can’t wait to
see how the photos turned out.

D A Y 1 7  J U L Y 2 8 (Kunnunurra

to Timber Creek, 114.5nm, 2.5 hours)
Another early start. Today’s flight also
marked our departure from Western
Australia and entry into the Northern
Territory. It took us to Day 17 to finally
have flown up the entire coast and out of
the state. Just two more states to go!
It was just a short hop compared to
the past few days and during the later
stages of the flight we managed to gather five microlights in close proximity to
create a photo opportunity by flying in
a line so Richard could capture the group.
I’m not quite sure how successful we were
in staying together, given our differing
speeds, but it was something different to
do during a flight.
We peeled off from our loose formation and headed for Timber Creek. I was
the last one in from our group and was
expecting a little more than just a small
tin shed beside the runway. Fiona soon
arrived as the first ground support vehicle
and we put on lunch as there was nothing
around for miles. The town site of Timber
Creek was over five kilometres away and
nothing other than a roadhouse.

Day 17: Landing at Timber Creek

D A Y 1 8  J U L Y 2 9 (Timber

Creek to Noonamah, Darwin, 209.0nm,
4.2 hours)
Today was the earliest start we had so
far on the trip. The sun was just rising
as my wheels left the runway. I took
some great photos on the ground as we
prepared for take-off as twilight ended
and dawn broke. Thankfully this far north
the morning weather was just nice and
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not too cold. Conducting the pre-flight
by torchlight was a first for me though.
Our first stop-over today was at Daly
River. This is an Aboriginal Community
which would have to be the best-kept
and most well-behaved community I have
ever seen. It is an alcohol-free town and
it is amazing what can be done in a community with good leadership and the
absence of alcohol. If only the rest of the
communities would follow suit.
After we left Daly River, I flew with
Derek and Dave, and we found a few of
the old World War II abandoned airfields
south of Darwin. I flew just a few feet
off the old runways to see if they could
still be landed on, but most were full of
pot holes. Closer to Darwin we found one
that looked in very good condition and
set down. There were silhouette paintings
on the ground of the old mosquito
fighter and a bomber. We placed our
microlights on top of them to get a comparison of their size to our modern day
microlights. The owner of the airfield saw
us land and came out to greet us. He told
us of the history of the airfield and the
surrounding area. I’m glad he made the
effort to come out, he made the stopover
much more interesting than I could have
ever have done for Dave and Derek.
The wind was picking up, so we
thanked our historian and made the final
25nm hop to Darwin (Noonamah).
The ground crew arrived just
on 5pm. I notice a small piece of
thread on the right rear tyre of
our car. As I pulled on it slightly,
I realised that it was the thread
of the tyre and that it was about
to disintegrate. Oh dear, time
for a new tyre. A quick couple
of phone calls determined
that there were no tyres
of the same type in Darwin
with any of the companies
I was able to contact after
hours. Tyrepower promised
to follow up in the
morning to see if they could get
the stock in from their wholesaler.
Given the unsafe nature of the
tyre, we decided to leave the car
at the airport and caught a lift
with Fiona’s sister back to Darwin.

Day 18: Abandoned WW2 airstrip near Darwin

D A Y 2 0  J U L Y 3 1 (Darwin)
Unfortunately my work requirements
mean that Fiona and I have to leave the
group in Darwin and start making our
way back to Perth. It is with a sad heart
that we leave them as it has been a lot of
fun getting to Darwin and I’m sure it will
continue to be, all the way to Brisbane.
We have really enjoyed the experience,
both in the air and on the ground, especially with this group of people. I hope it
isn’t too long before we meet up with
most of them again.

Day 18: Rob Derek Dave at WW2 airstrip (Darwin)

D A Y 1 9  J U L Y 3 0 (Darwin)
Rest day in Darwin. Went sightseeing
and visited the Aviation Museum.
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THE LUCKY STATE OF ORIGIN

James Thompson
LOOKING AT THE FORECAST A WEEK BEFORE THE STATE OF ORIGIN PARAGLIDING COMPETITION,
IT LOOKED AS THOUGH WE WOULD BE LUCKY TO GET ONE DAY OF FLYING.
Looking for lift

A

n inland trough had set up to the west
and a front was coming in from the
south-west that would link up and drag
the trough across the region.
The State of Origin is a handicapped
competition with a C sanction. Held
every Easter at Mt Borah, NSW. The
handicap is three points per kilometre for
a novice, two for intermediate and one
for advanced pilots. We also have crews
of five and the States’ teams, all vying for
points at each level.
Day one, Friday, saw a prediction of
a unstable skies with a base of around
2000m and thermals of around 2m/sec.
After the first briefing we headed up
the hill at 11 o’clock, with a light north to
east influence in the wind. The 75 pilots
gathered on the north-east launch with
novices taking the opportunity for early
flights. From launch we could already

Launch to the north-east
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see the instability as the cu’s started to
column early.
With patches of blue sky and hard
grey clouds mixed across the sky, pilots
started to launch, most finding light lift
and climbing out, but others found their
way to the bomb-out to be picked up
by the ‘Basher’ for free retrieves back
to launch and another flight. Just to the
north of us a shower started to fall from
one of the heavier clouds and moved
towards us with the wind over the next
hour. After a few peels of thunder and
the shower extending over the west
bomb-out, it was decided to stop the day.
As usual with the State of Origin, the
evenings are just as interesting as the
days. On the first evening a video presentation of the new EN testing system was
presented for discussion and on Friday
evening a video presentation on crosscountry theories was discussed – as that
day had been cancelled there was no
scoring to be done. The forecast for the
next few days was not promising as the
trough line was moving towards us.
Saturday morning saw a frown on our
weatherman’s face. J. J. Bastion had the
hard task of telling the pilots the day may
not be up to Manilla standard. After the
briefing we headed out to the hill again
at 11 o’clock.
Early morning had seen solid overcast,
but by this time there were breaks in the
cloud and some sun on the ground. State
team leaders Tim Smith for New South
Wales and Lloyd Pennicuik for Queensland

had team meetings to set strategy. Each
of the crew captains briefed their pilots
and readied them to get into the air.
Pilots started to launch into very weak
thermal activity, again, like yesterday,
some lucky pilots gained height while
others who didn’t find lift had an extended glide to the bomb-out – even though
we’d briefed pilots on the best positions
to pick up lift and places to avoid. As
usual we saw novices trying things like
flying around into the lee near the east
take-off getting the severe sink and not
making it to the bomb-out. One pilot
glided down through the tree slot of the
road (the Basher stopped and gave way
to him), clipped a tree and landed in a
small clearing on the lower shoulder of
the mountain. When asked why he went
into the lee, he said he thought there was
some lift – I agree with him there’s usually
lift on the front edge of rotor, but what
about the other part? Luckily the wind
was light with little turbulence and only
sinking air in the area.
After two hours of supervising launch
I gathered a few of the novices that were
around and offered to act as guide and
thermal marker, as we glided out. I set
up and took off, heading out and then
downwind to some lifting air marked by
a paraglider. In the weak half to 1m/sec
thermal I slowly climbed to 2000m. Quite
a few had headed out to the south-west
to go around airspace near Lake Keepit,
but as I was restricted to an easy retrieve,
being the scorer as well, I decided to head
June 2009
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Easy: find lift, go up!

Photos: Josh Thompson

straight to Manilla and then Attunga on the edge off Tamworth
airspace. A lovely little 36km flight with my retrieve waiting as I
landed to take me back to Manilla.
Considering the forecast at the start of the day we were
lucky to get a task in. Somebody had forgotten to tell the
weather that the forecast was for the trough line to move to the
east, instead it had stalled.
After scoring was completed a talk was held on ‘A Beginner’s
Guide to Competition Flying’ which layed out some of the basic
requirements, equipment and skill sets to be considered by someone interested in flying comps. We finished off with a presentation of my video of the Paragliding Worlds held in Mexico.
The next morning J.J. the weatherman had an even bigger
frown on his face and after rebriefing twice, the day was
cancelled at 12 noon. About 15 minutes after I had cancelled the
day, I had a call from some of the pilots who said it was looking
better and they were heading up the hill to fly. I later learnt
their flight included a little rain and they had to dry their wings
before packing. It also started to rain in town as well.
The presentation was held at the Royal Hotel with Vic and
Tom supplying a warm lunch and cool drinks to fortify the pilots.
The handicapping had worked very well this year as most of the
places were in a tight group at the top of the scores. They were:
First Pilot on Handicap and Best Pilots in their first Comp – David
Wainwright, 57 points (Novice 19km)
First Female Pilot on Handicap – Nina Russilly, 36 points (Novice 12km)
First Advance Pilot – Simon Houston, 53 points (53km)
First Intermediate Pilot – Ion Ghilescu, 52 points (26km)
Best Flying Crew – ‘The Mixed Nuts’, 159 points
Second Flying Crew – ‘Team Magpie’,150 points
Third Flying Crew – ‘Enemy to NSW’,115 points
New South Wales won the State of Origin with 30.05 points over
Queensland with 28 points, ‘The Others’ (German and French
visiting pilots), 27 points, and South Australia with 17.33 points
I suppose it depends on which way you look at it: Are you
halfway to base or halfway to the ground? We were unlucky
that we had a little inclement weather, but were lucky to have
two days of flying with one scoring. We had no accidents and
the novices gave me only a few heart attacks with the alterations
to their flight plans on their way to bomb-out. Talking about
luck: On the Saturday one advanced pilot was lucky enough to
visit the bomb-out five times! A record I think.
A big ‘thank you’ to all the pilots who attended and
supported the competition along with the locals and paragliding
businesses who sponsored the competition. The major sponsor
was the NSW Hang Gliding Association with further help from
Manilla Paragliding, Poliglide and Paragliding Queensland.
Hope to see you next Easter for another State of Origin.
June 2009
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AVALON AIRSHOW 2009

Toward The Future – Part 2
Ian Patching
SO, TO 2009 AND MY SWANSONG. PLANNING STARTS ALMOST IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE PREVIOUS
SHOW WINDS UP. THE TEAM AND I USE THIS TERM LOOSELY: WE DISCUSS HOW WE WENT AND
WHAT WE CAN DO TO IMPROVE THE NEXT SHOW.

Sheltering from the weather at Avalon were Chris Gough,
Natalie Sutcliff, Jonathon McAlicee, Caleb White, Ian Patching
and Ian Kertin
Photos: Andrew Kerton

M

eetings take place with the
organising committee where
they lay down their wishes
and some of the protocols
needed. This change came about mainly
from 9/11 and security was tightened considerably. Letters start coming to everyone
and, as usual, people start to shift the
responsibility to someone other than
themselves. This year was no exception.
After my announcement at the
2007 show that I was finishing, I quickly
handballed the responsibility to Caleb
White, the Vic/Tas RDO who, over the
period of planning, became gainfully
employed and it all started to come back
to me. I taught him too well obviously.
Our first task was to set our theme
and this year we decided to go with ‘Start
Your Aviation Career – Gliding’. This decision was taken after carefully analysing
the facts about learning to glide versus
learning in power. Many parents spend
thousands of dollars putting their kids
through power training so an alternative
cheaper option is appealing to many.
Add to this the skills that gliding gives
any pilot wishing for a career in aviation,
we believed we were on a winner. This
proved to be the case.
I’d better get this bit out of the way
now or you might think that we do the
6
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Avalon Airshow with the full support of
the GFA executive. Unfortunately this isn’t
the case and this year the responsibility fell
(reluctantly) to the Victorian Soaring Association (VSA). The VSA was supportive of
the event, but very tight financial constraints were imposed. Costs were covered
for the main volunteers and there was
some money for the banners, but generally
items were begged, borrowed or recycled
for the show. What the airshow got was
probably more bang for the buck than any
other sport aviation team gave.
The reason given by the executive for
not supporting the airshow was that they
didn’t consider the airshow was a suitable
venue to promote gliding. You can read
into this anything you want. The way I
read it was that the executive just don’t
get it and this is probably because most
glider pilots and, come to think of it, most
recreational pilots just don’t get it either.
Imagine how I felt when, after informing
the organisers of this decision by the
GFA executive to not support a display,
I was sanctioned by executive members
because, unbeknown to me, the executive
was negotiating the use of airshow
equipment for a world championship.
In effect, this year’s show was put
together by a dedicated group of glider
pilots who want this sport to survive
and will do the hard yards to continue
promoting, even if there is little or no
support from other members and from
higher up.
Our marquee display consisted of our
well-worn display boards with lots of
colourful photographs of gliders. The two
inner panels were devoted to two very
public aviation incidents involving commercial operations: the Gimli glider and
the Hudson River accidents. Both these
aircraft were captained by glider pilots
and each utilised their gliding abilities
to avert a major disaster. Attached were
numerous quotes from air force and commercial investigators and pilots who high-

lighted the skills used and the value of
glider training.
Business cards with the message ‘Start
your Career – Gliding’, with relevant dot
points was available for handout. The
card was kept simple and clean and the
gliding web site was the only contact
point. Also available were some 1500
back issues of Soaring Australia and some
local club’s information sheets. A point
here is that clubs know Avalon is on, they
know it attracts thousands and yet they
don’t think to give us handouts. Go figure
that one out!
The outdoor Airsports World was kept
as simple as possible. The VMFG very kindly gave us the Duo Discus for the four
days and the Australian Gliding Museum
had the first of their replica Taylor gliders in a special marquee. The contrast
between the first glider in Australia and
a current type was chalk and cheese, and
a very interesting discussion point.
The team of volunteers was made up
of people from all over the place. In the
end some 25 people gave their time to
staff the marquee and Duo Discus. These
people were a cross section of our sport
and each was a credit to all of you. Thank
them. Ben Loxton always complains that
there are too many OFITTHs at gliding
displays so I just asked him to put together a team of under 25s and they could
go for their heart’s content. Happily he
was able to do this and we had Dion and
Dede from Waikerie, Jonno and Nat from
GCV and VMFG, Sophie and her friend
from Europe and Andrew from VMFG
who spent plenty of time with the Duo
talking to people. All were around the
25 age group.
We spoke to people; we showed
them the glider; and handed out so
much information until it was all gone.
We stood in the rain, the sun and the
wind. Not once did people complain and,
considering what we went through, that
was just great.
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We spoke to a large number of GFA
members from all over Australia. From
Western Australia to Rockhampton and
plenty of places in between, there were
GFA members everywhere. Generally, they
were the grass roots’ members, people
who want to see what is happening in
aviation, people who just love shows like
this. They were supportive of what we
were doing, genuinely happy to see a
glider and very supportive of our chosen
theme for the event.
What we went through was Avalon
at its worst. Cold, believe it or not, wet,
windy, then a tornado, which destroyed
about six aeroplanes and numerous vehicles on the Saturday evening. A couple
belonged to glider pilots and we share
their loss of their beautiful planes. Luckily
we used the time-honoured way of tying
down our glider and it didn’t move. The
danger was the majority of marquees that
were torn apart and the flying debris. I
received a phone call from Bailey Roberts to tell me of what was happening:
he assured me that everything was okay
and I didn’t need to return. I was part of
the first shift that had returned to Bacchus Marsh. Funnily enough, of the three
marquees that weren’t flattened by the

tornado, ours and the Taylor Glider were
two of them.
Most of the interstate team stayed
at the clubhouse at Bacchus marsh which
is only 20 minutes from Avalon. We
had people from Queensland, NSW, SA
and Victoria there which enabled us to
spend much too much time solving the
problems within gliding. Naturally, I was
the only one who remained sober but
with so many other things on my mind
I was unable to recall what we actually
resolved. You can be assured, however,
that the lack of support from the GFA
Executive was high on the discussion list.
So, to the end of this piece and a
couple of questions need answers.
Was it all worth it? Yes, there is
nowhere else in Australia that has access
to 200 000 plus aviation-minded people.
As a cost recovery process there have
been new members from the displays, not
a lot but it only needs two per show to
join and those costs are covered.
Personally was it worth it? My shrink
says the airshow does things to my sanity,
I don’t know if that’s a good or bad thing.
Will someone now step forward and take
this off my shoulders. PLEASE.

Weather Station

Wind, rain,
temperature,
humidity,
barometer,
plus more…
Also available:
Windsocks and frames,
handheld weather meters.
Australian Agent
for Davis Instruments.

ECOWATCH

Ask for your
FREE catalogue.

Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive
Kilsyth VIC 3137
Phone: (03) 9761 7040 Fax: (03) 9761 7050
email: <davis@ecowatch.com.au>
web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au]
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V

intage
gliding
corner
JUST FOR FUN
Dave Goldsmith

E

aster gliding at Bendigo had been wonderful, like most of the summer, with
good flying in pleasant temperatures
being the rule rather than the exception.
Over the four days this year the weather
slowly improved, and Monday seemed
to me to be the best chance for a decent
cross-country. I put an imaginary ‘reserved’
sign on the Ka6 and suggested to Jenne
that it was time she had a day in the club
gliders, always a pleasant choice!

The Ka6, 1965 style and as sweet as ever

A little research turned up the
best shot for a club trophy would
be the 200km, so on the flight-line
I asked Craig to suggest a suitable 200km
triangle. His immediate response was
“Pyramid Hill, Charlton,” so that completed the pre-flight planning and the trip
was on! Lining up at 1:30pm, I told Jenne
to expect me back at 5 o’clock (how far
can one put one’s tongue in the cheek!)
A good launch to 1200agl, a 180degree turn to go back over the launch
point and into a thermal, straight up to
350ft and off on track. A helpful farmer’s
burn-off almost exactly on track was the
first target. Some decent sink meant I
had to work three thermals to get there,
sharing one with CFI Phil while he took
some photos. I was soon rewarded with
7500ft and a burning smell in the cockpit
of my wooden ‘mighty Ka6’!
Now the speed is on as we eat the
miles. Almost no-wind conditions and in
one hour I am turning at Pyramid Hill at
7000ft. Thirty minutes later and Boort is
passed at 6500ft. Soon the thermals are
weakening and I’m down to 3500, the trip
to Charlton becoming a bit of a struggle.
Jack in the DG-505 two-seater reports in
a weak thermal at 3500 over Charlton:
they are heading for home. Okay, should
I give it away, head for home and deprive
Jenne of a retrieve? Unthinkable!
A climb to 5000 gets me going and
soon Charlton is in the bag at 4000ft and
two hours gone. Remembering that the
triangle is slightly larger than 200km, I cut
the corner a little and turn for home.
A nice steady thermal becomes promising,
unbelievably so as it just keeps on suck-

Dave Goldsmith – 45 years of gliding
Photos: Courtesy Dave Goldsmith

ing, all the way up to 9200ft! Eighty kilometres to go, I savour the moment and
set the sweet glider on 45kt for best LD.
Time to smell the roses; sun at my back;
shadows lengthening and a beautiful
smooth sky; fabulous views and, at this
speed, almost an hour to contemplate
and enjoy.
Two small top-ups on the way home,
over the airfield for a smooth landing at
5:02pm. Forty five years of gliding and
the thrill is better than ever: OLC triangle
211km, FAI triangle 202km, flight time
three hours and 32 minutes in comfort.
Maybe even in this modern age, for a
leisurely pilot and an old Ka6, that club
trophy is a chance!

ANTIQUE AEROPLANE ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA FLYIN
 ECHUCA, APRIL 2009
Leigh Bunting

S

Leigh Bunting’s beautiful Grunau Baby
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Photo: Leigh Bunting

ome loose idea that several of us
would display our vintage gliders at
the fly-in arose during the January
rally. However, the Victorian contingent
must have known more about local
weather than this crow-eater, as I was the
only glider to make the journey.
I left Adelaide a day earlier than
planned to take advantage of fine
weather with less than ideal weather
expected over the weekend. But I don’t
think too many expected it to be as bad
as it was after the weeks of good weather

leading up to the fly-in. As a result, the
ranks of aircraft were rather sparse.
The airshow content was reduced even
more with a 20 to 25kt crosswind on the
runway where most taildraggers decided
to give it a miss.
As no major rain was expected on the
day, I decided to get GB out of the box,
if I could find a relatively sheltered position. This was achieved on the path
between the carpark and the viewing
area, so most people had to walk past.
That worked out to be really interesting because it was surprising how many
people were ex-glider pilots, including
June 2009
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[www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.au]
one chap who used to belong to the
Beaufort club when they were at Berwick.
At the other extreme was one young lad
who thought the GB was only a simulator
and could not possibly fly, and wouldn’t
be convinced otherwise.
I had a sheet of basic GB facts and
figures mounted on a tripod which many
people stopped and read if nothing else.
There was also Tim who has an RF4 and
suggested he turn up to the next VGA
rally. We hope we see him.
The organisers are keen to involve
gliders in the fly-in, whether that extends
to ever being able to have a flying display
remains to be seen.
We hope the weather is better for the
next AAAA fly-in.

Pictured at the
Southern Cross
Gliding Club’s
first wave camp
which was held
at Berridale in the
Snowy Mountains
in 1971 were Fritz
Friess, Barry
Renford and John
Boatswain, but who
is in the rear seat?

Photo: Courtesy Barry Renford

THE CONDOR IN JAPAN
Ken Ueyama

Mt Fuji and the Condor
Photo Yasuhiro Yama

T

he Condor finally received
Japanese registration after
its return from Australia.
We took the Condor and Minimoa
to Fujikawa glider port, located on the
Pacific coast near the foot of Mt Fuji
as we wanted to take a picture of the
Condor and Minimoa flying together
in front of the mountain. It would be a
wonderful picture if it came out well.
It was Mr Honda’s will and his son
wanted to fulfil it this time. I can’t think
of any stronger message about Japanese
vintage glider activity than that conveyed
by this single picture. It would be one
of the most memorable pictures in the
vintage glider world.
We arranged two chase planes, both
with the most famous aviation photographer, and we all prayed for good weather.
June 2009

We planned Saturday and Sunday in case
Saturday’s weather was no good. The
weather forecast for Saturday was sunny
till noon and getting cloudy after that.
I left the house at 5am and arrived at
Fujikawa at 8am. I was the first one there,
but by 10am there were about 50 people
who all wanted to see the Minimoa and
Condor. The weather was cloudy and
I could not see Mt Fuji from Fujikawa
which is about 50km away. By 11am the
weather was getting better, but I was
still only able to see bottom part of the
mountain.
We took a few pictures of both gliders
on the ground and in the air near the
airfield. We waited until 2pm, but with
no change in the weather we decided to
check if we could see Mt Fuji above the
cloud. Cloud top was 5000ft and above

the pilot could see the mountain. We
decided to tow the Condor to 6000ft and
take the picture. We gave up on the idea
of the Condor and Minimoa formation
flying as the Minimoa pilot didn’t want
to stay on tow that long and formation
flight in a glider is very difficult to begin
with. Towing Condor up to 6000ft by
Piper Cub takes 30 minutes and we only
had one towplane.
We were watching the Condor in tow
and the two chase planes all the way up
until they disappeared in cloud. Listening
to the radio conversation between the
camera man and pilots trying to make
the right position for the shot I heard the
cameraman say, “I think I got it!”
Here is the shot. It was too bad that
we couldn’ take the ultimate duo picture
but we did the best we could.
Soaring Australia
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KILLARNEY
CLASSIC 2009

– Headwind Tasks In A Typically Downwind Area
Andrew and Wendy Horchner
KILLARNEY CLASSIC 2009 WAS RUN AT THE END OF FEBRUARY THIS YEAR TO ALLOW TIME FOR
THE AUSSIE TEAM PILOTS TO COME BACK FROM THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS AND FOR THE
INTERNATIONAL PILOTS TO LINE UP THE AUSSIE COMPS WITH MANILLA XC OPEN THEN THE
KILLARNEY CLASSIC THEN THE BRIGHT OPEN.

A

fter previous years we were looking forward to good cross-country conditions
to test the experienced pilot field attending the fifth Killarney Classic. The
weather was looking challenging and
challenging it was.

Day 1, Task 1: 65.2km Race to Goal
After the morning briefing the 48 competition pilots headed up to the western
launch with a forecast of light to moderate west to south-west winds. The task
committee opted to not cross the range
on the first day as there was potential

10 Soaring Australia

for winds to increase throughout the day
and there are some high peaks and windeffected valleys to cross straight off. We
opted for a straight-line Elapse Time Race
towards Toowoomba to the north with
20-minute start gates to try and keep
gaggles together. This was to be a crosswind task of 62km which would be very
challenging with the forecasted weather.
During the briefing all pilots were
briefed on the required height limits
for the task line. After launching a wind
technician, to see what the conditions
were offering, we noticed there was
more north in the wind. There was a very
short window of opportunity for the task
committee to change the task, but we
missed it, as one competition pilot had
already launched, so the task remained.
The wind was stronger than expected
and forecasted, but we worked hard to
get away from the hill with many climbs
up to around 2500m. It was difficult to
get away from launch, but many pilots
endured and many, including EN ‘A’
gliders, made it out on course and even
came close to goal.
Once you got away from the six
kilometre area around launch and on

track at a sufficient height, it got easier
and the wind eased off. One pilot made
goal, but after downloading his log along
with several other pilots’, their heights
were scrutinised and penalties were
applied as per FAI Section 7B.
DAY W INNE RS

Overall
Women’s

Matt Cooper (AUS)
Lucy Legget (AUS)

Day 2, Task 2
Day two was back at the western launch
with the task committee keen to get a
downwind task on the board.
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We headed across towards Kyogle
with a goal at the start of the Lions Road
in NSW. The day started with some high
cloud coming over which shut down the
area with only a few thermals slowly
getting to some good heights. The first
field of pilots managed to sustain their
height until the start gate time and headed off across the Acacia Plateau and over
the border.
The high cloud stayed in the area and
with the relative moist ground in NSW
the going was tough and slow. The later
pilots managed to do quite well with
more sun on the ground. No pilots made
goal this day.
DAY WINNERS

Overall
Women’s

Frederic Avenet (FRA)
Meredyth Malocsay (USA)

Day 3, Task 3
Day three was looking unpromising with
cloud on the hills in the morning.
Killarney quite often has great crosscountry soaring days when the clouds are
on the hills in the morning – like last year,
with tasks reaching over 140km. Today
was not going to be the same. Reports
of low cloud reaching all the way to the
south was the decider on cancelling the
day early. A spot landing fun event was
organised with a prize on for the winner.
Magdy Milik was the only spot lander
with many others just missing.
Well done Magdy.

Day 4, Task 3
This day was run from the eastern launch
and we placed a turnpoint over Killarney
town to prevent pilots going over the
back of launch too low under a low cloudbase. Another turnpoint was Murray’s
Bridge on the Killarney/Warwick road.
The day started great, although some
thunderstorms were expected in the late
afternoon. The task called was an elapsed
individual time race to goal and everyone
making good use of cloudbase just short
of the first turnpoint.
A lead group went out early, making
the most of the early cu’s to get to the
second turnpoint quickly, while the
second group sat back a bit longer to
see which was the best track to take.
There was some heavy cloud out west
of Warwick and it was moving in slowly,
but the lift was still good. Once the two
early groups were getting close to and
past the second turnpoint, there was a
lot of chatter on the radio about the
conditions moving into the course area.
The launch director was on top of this,
June 2009

but was getting mixed messages about
the conditions on course.
After the first group landed past the
second turnpoint because of condition
concerns, the second group continued on
– conditions didn’t seem to be a concern
to them, but they were aware of the
weather to the west, about 40km away.
Because of their accessment of nonthreatening conditions, the second group
continued on the course line.
After some time and distance towards
the last turnpoint, discussions began
again between the launch director and
the new lead gaggle. After experiencing
some strong lift areas leading up to the
turnpoint, several of the leading pilots
decided that the lift was too strong over
a very large area and started spiralling
down. The day was cancelled for safety
reasons and had no score as it had been
an elapsed time race to goal.

Day 5, Task 4
Today was a day for the northern launch,
Hoffman’s Peak. This is a 10km ridge
which sits at about 1100m asl and about
600m above the bomb-out.
The wind was coming from the NNW
and a race task of 47.4km was set in the
local area as there were thunderstorms
expected later in the afternoon again.
The task committee elected to play it safe
and get a local, short multi-turnpoint task
in to get everyone on the ground nice
and early.
The task comprised of a cross/headwind leg out to Emu Vale town, then
cross/tail to the Killarney caravan park
turn off on the Killarney/Yangan road,
cross/headwind onto the Lime mine
at Elbow Valley and then back to the
Recreation Centre in Killarney.
We had a great start with many pilots
maximising their height to give them the
best opportunity to get to the first headwind turnpoint. Some pilots sped off at
the start and paid the price by getting too
low in the valley opening where they
experienced stronger winds, while others
stayed high, got to the turnpoint and
headed off to the next one.
There were signs of more high cloud
starting to come in from the south-west
while pilots struggled to get to the
second turnpoint. Some managed to
reach this point and headed off towards
the last turnpoint where front runners
were confronted with stronger than
predicted north-westerlies and a large
amount of cloud cover shutting down

thermal activity and stopping them from
getting there and back to goal.
DAY W INNE RS

Overall
Women’s

Dave Gibbs (AUS)
Meredyth Malocsay (USA)

Soaring Australia
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Day 6
The day’s forecast was for strengthening
winds mixing downwards from upper
levels. The weatherman didn’t disappoint.
The winds came in and the day was cancelled. Some pilots managed to ridge soar
for a few hours in the late afternoon on
One Tree Hill, up from the campsite.

Day 7, Task 5
The day was starting out great. We had a
light westerly and headed back up to the
western launch for the task briefing.
A 75.8km task via Urbenville, NSW,
to a road junction past Bonalbo was set.
The race start was a text book one with
many pilots staying around the start at
base for about an hour and all heading
off towards what looked like a seabreeze
convergence cloud coming in early.
Base was low over the plateau to the
south-east, but we managed to skirt
around it stay at a better height. One
early group headed on past this area to
get the next climb, while some stayed
back on the highlands in some light lift to
see what would happen ahead.
The leaders got low in the next valley
and met a north-east influence in the
Kareela valley which pushed them further
off track to the south-west. The next
group managed to get further up the
valley and headed over to the turnpoint
with the skies and cloudbase a little
12 Soaring Australia

higher. A few earlier pilots, who had
got the turnpoint and had headed over
to the next valley system, had already
landed. The day didn’t score too well as
the larger percentage of pilots seemed to
get pub suck and landed at the turnpoint
in Urbenville.
DAY W INNERS

Overall
Women’s

Lyndsay Wooten (AUS)
Junghen Park (KOR)

Day 8, Task 6: 83.4km
Finally, the day we’d been waiting for
had arrived! The forecast was for east to
north-east winds, light to moderate, and
it was delivered.
We arrived on the northern launch
and were confronted with a great day.
A task of 83.4km was set to Pilton, past
Stanthorpe, up on the Granite Belt highlands. Many pilots commented on the
patchwork patterns of the stone fruit
groves, with acres of shade cloth over
them to protect the crops from severe
weather like hail storms which frequent
the area.
Many pilots got great height on task
with good transitions between climbs and
many made goal with many more just
falling short. Organisers were stretched to
get all pilots checked in and back in time
for the presentation night dinner. Many
only returned while dessert was being
served, but were happy that Killarney had
delivered another great day.

DAY W INNE RS

Overall
Women’s

Jason Turner (AUS)
Meredyth Malocsay (USA)

Fly Killarney Inc. wants to thank some
amazing people who gave their time to
assist with the competition in paid
positions as well as all the volunteers who
gave their time to assist the competition
pilots to enjoy an amazing paragliding
competition. Thank You!

Just A Snippet Of The Results
OVE RALL

1
2
3

Lindsay Wootten
Meredyth Malocsay
Lloyd Pennicuik

(AUS)
(USA)
(AUS)

WOM EN

1
2
3

Meredyth Malocsay
Lucy Legget
Junghun Park

(USA)
(AUS)
(KOR)

SERIA L CLASS

1
2
3

Lindsay Wootten
Kristian Andersson
Frederick Avenet

(AUS)
(NOR)
(FRA)

S PORTS CLASS

1
2
3

Lindsay Wootten
Andy McMurray
Oddvar Kualsuik

(AUS)
(AUS)
(NOR)

FUN CLASS

1
2
3

Oddvar Kualsuik
Lucy Legget
Paul McCullough

(NOR)
(AUS)
(AUS)

Launch information and the overall results
can be found at [www.fly-killarney.com.au].
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NEW PRODUCTS

Assembly Drawing

Skywalk AS – Speed System
An innovation in harness development.
The problems created by a speed system which hangs near the rescue apparatus (in a worse-case scenario the speed
bar is blown back) are unfortunately
not theory, but have caused at least one
accident with a fatal outcome.
Similar scenarios are destined to
become part of the past with this automatically, upon-activation of the rescue,
separating speed system!
The ingenious AS–Speed System
can be installed not only on all serial
production 2009er CULT-XC harnesses,
but is also available as a retrofit set for
assembly on all Cult harnesses.
The whole set is available for only
49 Euros from all Skywalk dealers.
For more info and an instructional
video please go to [www.skywalk.info].

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Back System, and an appealing design.
The ergonomically formed and flexible
Vari Flex hip strap guarantees freedom
of movement and optimal fit. Ideal for
all para-trekking pilots who scale unusual
launch sites and enjoy long flights.
In addition, there is its ease of operation, optimal weight distribution, high
level of functionality and high quality,
yet with a low weight. The Cordura fabric
used is light, but robust. The backpack can
be customised to individual needs with
accessories, such as top and side pockets.
The hang point is selected in such
a way that it gives the pilot maximum
feedback and produces a very stable
feeling during flight. The Connect Reverse
airbag system uses special foam material
which becomes active even before launch
and thus guarantees greater safety than
standard systems. The airbag unfolds
completely with the airflow and achieves
100% protection during the take-off.
More information on [www.swing.de/].
Andrew Polidano [www.poliglide.com]

Swing Connect Reverse
The Connect Reverse is a convertible harness/backpack. The Connect Reverse is
particularly suited to any pilot looking for
a top quality harness which is comfortable
yet lightweight. The harness’s dual function as a backpack means the entire piece
of equipment remains compact and light.
The Connect Reverse combines the
comfort level of Swing harnesses with
the carrying features of Deuter Alpine
June 2009

improves performance, strength and
launching whilst reducing overall weight.
Fully tested and compliant to EN-C
certification the Fusion is one of the
fastest and most stable motoring wings in
the world.
For more information please visit
[www.paramaniaaustralia.com].

Quad Budgie Wheeled PM Base

Fusion Paramotor Wing

Retrofit Set

Connect Reverse

The new pure intermediate paramotor
powerglider from Paramania, the Fusion
incorporates some of the reflex wing performance technology from the world
famous Action and Action GT wings and
the proven safety and stability features of
the Revolution wing.
With an outstanding roll rate for carving tight turns, giving you precise control
over wing and motor. In the neutral or
fully reflexed trim setting the Fusion takes
on stability and speed, coupled with our
new wingtip steering controls turning it
into the perfect cross-country machine.
The new composite leading edge (CLE)
and latest MCJ reflex profile, make launching almost too easy! Our specifically
designed LE composite has the unique
property of being ridged in one direction
only and flexible in others. It gives the
Fusion a very clean leading edge, so

The Quad Budgie Superlight PPG wheeled
base is ready to fit to your paramotor.
Made in Australia and weighing only
12.9kg, the Quad Budgie is not only light,
but also quickly and easily breaks down
to fit into the rear of your car with motor
in less than one minute.
It makes those nil wind, heavy air, forward launch days with your foot-launched
paramotor easy work. Decide on the day,
it only takes minutes to set-up ready to
go or simply ‘go with the wheels’ all of
the time, it’s up to you.
Manufactured of lightweight aluminium and powdercoated the Quad Budgie
features quality fittings and stainless steel
hardware. Rear axles are carbon fibre for
both strength and suspension.
Can be supplied to fit most paramotors
and simply attaches using high strength
velcro and quick release cam locks.
Frame length is adjustable as standard
to suit taller or shorter pilots.
For more information please visit
[www.paramaniaaustralia.com].
Andrew Shipley
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T H E

C O U N T RY

EASTER AT LAKE KEEPIT
Geraldine Clark
THE IDEA OF SPENDING A FEW DAYS AS A SPECTATOR AT A GLIDING REGATTA WAS NOT ONE HIGH
UP ON MY LIST. NOT ANOTHER WEEKEND COOPED UP IN A DEMOUNTABLE SHACK WAITING FOR
SOMEONE TO LAND OR TAKEOFF OR DO SOMETHING MOMENTOUS LIKE THAT!

A

s my husband well knows, I am allergic to
flying. To me it’s a means of transport
requiring a high degree of self-delusion
that being thousands of feet above
the earth is a safe place to be. True or not
true, my primeval instincts don’t buy it, at
least not in anything smaller than a 747.
But a deal is a deal, and having dragged my husband through the mud of the
Blues and Roots Festival in Byron Bay for
three days, it was my turn to put up or
shut up at Lake Keepit, while he explored
the wild blue yonder in ‘our’ new glider.
We arrive late in the evening of 16
April at Lake Keepit Soaring Club just
north of Tamworth where our glider lives.
It’s my first meeting with our latest purchase, and I’m still wondering how I agreed
to any of it. Especially given it’s the prime
reason our house will never be renovated
despite being almost condemnable.
I try to look suitably impressed, even
though it looks exactly like all of the
other gliders I have ever seen. I also note
its lovely new hangar. Well, at least one
of us got her own way.
The next morning all the pilots file
into the control room for a briefing. The
Easter regatta is organised by Wendy
Medlicott, one of a number of women
pilots at the club. The general idea is to
fly to various places and make it back in
a set time. It’s a race basically, that’s only
complicated by the fact that a lot of time
seems to be spent going round in small

Dave Shorter in his recently acquired Discus 2

14 Soaring Australia

Nick Singer MXP, Steve Hedley XOZ, Ian Barraclough tugpilot, Juho, resident summer tugpilot, Dave Shorter ZDS
and club treasurer, Jay Anderson IMT

circles just to stay up. Unless of course you
end up landing out, which at best means
you definitely didn’t win, and at worst,
you might not come back in time for
dinner or bed. It sounds like a lot of fun.
The briefing is given by Jenny Ganderton the club’s manager, and one of the
club’s most active pilots: she also still
holds National records for women’s hang
gliding. My husband is quick to point out
that both these women have two aircraft
each. At least I’ve got a half of one!
All the other pilots present are men,
most on the wrong side of 50. I guess if
life is all downhill from here, then what
have you got to lose from trusting a
plane without an engine?
After the briefing, I am about to slink
off to our cabin and my book, when I am
reminded that my purpose up here is to
take some photographs for the website
and club newsletter: at least having a job
to do will help pass the time a little faster.
It’s about midday and over 30ºC in
the sun when I head out onto the airstrip

to find what looks like an aviation traffic
jam. Dozens of gliders are lined up ready
to launch. Some are requiring a tow, others have inbuilt engines for self-launching.
I begin photographing the scene and
its interesting array of senior citizens
in floppy hats. One pilot dares to wear
a bright pink one! Another looks like
Lawrence of Arabia in his white hat with
long flaps flowing in the breeze and
another looks like the invisible man!
Regardless of their dubious taste
in fashion, I am a little in awe of these
fearless souls who happily get towed into
the sky to disappear for hours all alone
for fun and relaxation. Have they not
heard of garden sheds! The thought of
squeezing into one of these tiny cockpits
alone, and being pulled into the air on
the end of a piece of string makes me
want to run away, faster than you can say
‘claustrophobic meltdown!’
Once there is sufficient cloud formation, and the sun has unleashed enough
heat for some thermal activity, the allJune 2009
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Todd Clark’s sunset flight

Photos: Geraldine Clark

Jay Anderson and Harry Medlicott

clear is given for launching to begin. I try
to get as many pictures as I can of pilots
as they wait in their cockpits for take-off.
Previously they were all smiles and extremely amiable, but at this point getting
a smile out of them is like pulling teeth.
Final checks and serious concentration is
what’s required now. One pilot jokes to
me, “You might be taking the last picture
of one of us alive.”
On that note, I move onto getting the
best launch pictures I can from a distance.
Finally I am left with only the safety
officer for company. Job over for now, we
head back to the club to see about lunch.
By mid-afternoon, and a few diverting
chapters of my book later, I use ESP to
figure out the planes are returning and
my presence is required on the strip. At
least with a 747, you can hear when it is
about to land.
I position myself at the side of the
runway in readiness. Although I am under
the watchful eye of ground control, I am
also struggling with not having brought
a decent telephoto lens and am having
to make do with a 105mm. As the first
gliders come down to land, it’s apparent
that I’m recording nothing but specks in
the distance.
Apparently the famous photographer
Robert Capra said, “If your pictures
aren’t turning out okay, then you are
not close enough.” I move further onto
the runway. The kangaroos on the other
side don’t have a problem with this, and
what’s good for the kangaroo is good for
me. I get a few good shots until someone
comes over the two-way radio saying
June 2009

something to the effect of “Why is there
some idiot all over the runway get them
off now! @%$#!” The voice is apparently
that of Little Petunia, and you can blame
him if I didn’t get a decent shot of your
landing! He later explains the reasons
why, and I learn enough about the joys
of ground looping to keep well away.
Fortunately I have another assignment
now; to shoot a ‘racing-finish’ of an LS4
at sunset from the balcony of a nearby
hangar with the lake in the background.
So I head off with my trusty assistant
Robin, one of the pilots, driving us up
to the hangar.
Light is fading fast, but once in position, Robin gives the all-clear on the twoway from ‘Keepit Camera’ to ‘India India
Delta’ for pilot Todd Clark to make the pass.
Thank goodness for motor drives,
digital technology and auto-focus. One
moment there is a shiny speck coming
from the direction of the sunset and a
few short seconds later it rockets past at
300km an hour. We got the shot by some
degree of luck.
Day two arrives. We are to be turfed
out of our ‘luxury accommodation’ which
at $25 per night no one could cough at.
The club was fully booked, including our
room, so we had to move to another spot
in Lake Keepit State Park, a well kept
secret called ‘The Chalet’.
For $140 per night (peak season) we
get a basic but clean and well-equipped
cabin that sleeps six to eight and has a
180º view of Lake Keepit that will rip your
socks off. Surrounded by countryside and

no one nearby, it’s a very exclusive, peaceful and beautiful place to stay.
We took photographs around the
clock. John did the moon rise at about
2am. I took the sunrise shift, which was
later used as a stripped-in background for
some of the other fly-by shots we did
during the day.
In spite of my initial trepidation, I had
a great time, meeting a lot of very friendly and entertaining pilots and being there
to see firsthand the joys, disciplines, routines, and daily life of a glider pilot.
We were even privileged to be invited
to a barbecue and round of croquet at
Bob Dirk’s, a local club member’s historic
house nearby, which was a great way to
spend an evening, and meet other members of the club and their partners.
The club welcomes new members and
offers a range of flying courses, accommodation for people and planes and air
experience flights. I watched the take-off
and landing of a keen 16-year-old firsttimer, with Jenny instructing from the
rear seat. He had such a good time, he
talked his father into returning two hours
later for another go!
Who knows, I might even be tempted
to have a go myself one day. In time I
might even be good enough to take ‘our’
glider for a spin. But somehow I doubt if I
really have the ‘right stuff’. They may not
look like top guns, but those men in floppy hats show no fear and have a big
sense of adventure, and as far as I’m concerned they can have it, or in this case
they can Keepit!
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The Three-Day Beverley Soaring
Society 2009 Easter Regatta
Owen R Jones – Easter Regatta Director
THIRTEEN THOUSAND FEET PLUS, TWO GOLD HEIGHT CLAIMS, 16 COMPETITORS, SPEEDS UP TO
104.95KM/H AND DISTANCES UP TO 314.9KM AND ALL IN APRIL! WHAT A SPECTACULAR CONCLUSION
TO THE 2009 EASTER REGATTA WAS SATURDAY, 11 APRIL 2009.

I

t was just a pity that on the next day,
Sunday, 12 April the wind blew at gale
force and at midday thoughts of flying
were abandoned, triggering a mass
exodus to Perth. On Monday it was cold
and windy and no-one felt like launching,
so by 1300 the airfield was deserted.
But the first three days of the Easter
Regatta were enjoyable and memorable
and made it all worthwhile. The Easter
regatta is designed to be a fun event
with everyone providing a prize, so that
“Everybody Wins a Prize”. This worked
well except that with so many prizes and
only three days flown it took another
week and a barrage of “please reply
by return emails” to sort out how the
remaining prizes would be allocated.
All worked out in the end and there
was even one prize left over which was
promptly eaten by the Easter Regatta
Director.
So what happened on the three days
we did fly?

Day One – Thursday 9 April
On paper it looked like a great day with
climbs promised to 12 000ft if the temperature reached the forecast 32ºC. A 2.5-hour
AAT task was set to Yorkrakine and Corrigin with generous 50km radius circles giving tasks from 160 to 411km with 301km
for an around the turnpoints flight. Seven
gliders launched with great optimism
behind VH-CSN flown by Phil Butherway
who came out for the launch sequence.
The day started weakly with gliders
pushing off northeast at only 4500ft. But
it got better with climbs to 7000 to 8000ft
and even a single one to 10 022ft.
The problem was that somebody
turned the thermals off at 1600 hours
which made getting home difficult or in
some case impossible. VH-IZG (Stephan
Friedrich) 151km and VH-UWP (Paul Rose)
16 Soaring Australia

101km turned back from the first circle
whilst VH-UKT (Ian Cook) landed out
after 147km, VH-GDA (Daryl Wilkes) after
123km and VH-GDT (Ross Richardson) 116
km. VH-VOJ (Owen Jones) was chasing
the longest Easter flight and flew 210km
but, not having had any lift for 25 minutes
and was abeam the Quairading airfield,
he fired up the LS8st Turbo for 16 minutes
until he had final glide.
For those interested, VH-VOJ flew for
16 minutes four seconds at 87km/h (47kt)
the speed being dictated by the need to
keep the engine speed at 5000rpm +/100 by adjusting the rate of climb. In the
16:04 minutes VOJ climbed 1663ft from
2837ft to 4500ft a rate of climb of 104ft/
min which is less than half the rate of
climb of 256ft/min in 1640ft MSL quoted
by DG in their advertising blurb. But it is
great to be climbing at all and to see the
towplane flying in the opposite direction
a couple of kilometres away going to
fetch other gliders from paddocks.
As it turned out, the towplane only
had time to collect two of the three gliders that had outlanded. Although Ross
Richardson was the unlucky one who had
to wait for a trailer retrieve, he did meet
a very friendly farmer who even provided
floodlights and a generator to help the derig and also provided beer for the crew!
Owen Jones took out the day followed by Ian Cook and Stephan Friedrich.

Day Two – Friday 10 April
Friday again looked quite good on paper,
but not as good as Thursday, when noone completed the task) so the tasksetters
were cautious setting Meckering Kellerberrin with 30km radius circles.
And the day just would not fire with
a few relights to prove the point! So we
waited and waited and then set off late
with VH-VOJ launching after 1500 hours

and setting off bravely on the two-hour
task at 1520: very late indeed.
Kevin Feary launched the fleet
of 14 gliders on day two.
The day was difficult with those who
flew the task pushing off over the fence
at just over 4000ft, way below VH-VOJ’s
comfort zone. Six thousand feet was the
maximum height for the day. Seven pilots
elected not to leave Beverley, two turned
back early and two outlanded. Only three
pilots clipped both circles: VH-GAN (Greg
Beecroft) was fastest at only 71km/h just
ahead of VH-IZG (Stephan) 50km/h with
VH-VOJ in survival mode for most of the
day at 57km/h. But Stephan and Owen
had already won a prize, and under the
Easter regatta rules you can only win ONE
prize. This prevents Greg Beecroft going
home with a boot load of stuff bought by
his mates. So Paul Rose and Matt Bell had
the choice of the daily prizes on day two.
John Welsh saw a loophole in the
rules for the shortest flight for the
Regatta and flew to the closest edge of
the first circle clipped it and ran home.
The competition director explained at
briefing the next day that this was not
in the spirit of the prize, but reluctantly
had to record the flight as the shortest so
far. Part of the fun of the Easter regatta
is the continual re-writing of the rules by
the competition director. Rest assured
that this loophole will be plugged next
year, at the same time that the new rule
of starting a turbo does not count as a
technical outlanding unless the turbo is
run for more than 15 minutes!
First place on the day went to Greg
Beecroft, second to Stephan Friedrich and
third Owen Jones.

Day Three – Saturday 11 April
Day three always looked like being a
great day. The briefing room crowded
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with optimistic pilots looking forward to
‘going to the moon’, well over 10 000ft
if the day reached the forecast maximum
of 34ºC.
A two-hour AAT of Meckering–Yoting
with 30km radius circles gave a huge range
from 85 to 300km with 186km around
the turnpoints.
Kevin Feary launched the 16 gliders
plus a couple of relights. All set out on
the task except Alf who had to rush home
for a family emergency and Matt Bell who
was fed up after a couple of relights: one
from an optimistic 1000ft release into a
supposedly booming thermal.
No less than an impressive 14 gliders
completed the task with speeds from
a blistering 104.95km/h flight by Greg
in VH-GAN (surprise surprise) down to
conservative flights in the 50km/h. Truly
a great day!
Paul Rose finally decided to fly a reasonable task and distance at 97km/h and
Peter Perrott, who had not been in VHWUM for some months, pushed his Pig
Bucket around at almost 90km/h: a great
flight. Greg and Paul had already won
prizes so Peter Perrott, Richard McLean
and John Welsh were invited to ‘Pick a
Prize’ under the Easter regatta rules.
VH-VOJ was reluctant to waste a more
than 10 000ft day by rushing to be back on
the ground after only two hours so, having
already won a Regatta prize, flew straight
through the first circle and on to Dowerin
then down to Doodlakine, a stock ‘milk
run’ 300km flight. Then another 20km
in case anyone else was doing the same
thing, to hold on to the longest flight for
the Regatta, having flown 210km on day
one. A four hour 16-minute flight, 318km,
never under 7000ft and a 45 minute
final glide from 115km out with a slight
tailwind without any topping up – that is
what gliding is all about!
Greg Beecroft took out the honours
today followed by Paul Rose and Peter
Perrott. Steve Binks and Daryl Wilkes
claimed gold heighs.
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Days Four And Five
Sadly, Day Four was blown out and the
few left on day five did not think much
of the cold windy day, after having had
a near perfect day on day three.
The grid on Good Friday

Final Results
So who won the Easter Regatta in 2009?
First Greg Beecroft, VH-GAN, who did
not fly on the first day!
7+1=1=9
Second A tie between Stephan Friedrich,
VH-IZG 2 + 2 + 9 = 13 and Paul
Rose, VH-UWP, 6 + 5 + 2 = 13
Fourth Owen Jones, VH-VOJ,
1 + 3 + 12 = 16 (too busy chasing
the longest flight)
Fifth Peter Perrott, VH-WUM,
7 + 8 + 3 = 18 (he only flew
once for goodness sake)
Sixth John Welsh, VH-GMY,
7 + 7 + 5 = 19 (too busy chasing
the shortest flight)
In case you are wondering about the
scoring system you score 1 if you are first,
two if you are second, etc, but if you do
not fly or do not start then you score the
number who flew that day plus one – ie,
seven if you did not fly on day one, or
eight if you did not fly on day two or 15
if you did not start on day three. Spare a
thought for Ian Cook who was flying AEFs
for the club’s benefit on day three and
got slugged with a 15 point penalty as
a reward!
Longest flight for the Regatta – Owen
Jones 317.77km (OLC) from Owen Jones,
VH-VOJ, 222.6km (OLC).
Shortest flight for the Regatta – John
Welsh 27.8km (but the rules are going to
change next year – should have gone to
Matt Bell who outlanded at 29km).
Gold height claims – Daryl Wikes and
Steve Binks on day three. Congratulations.
Thanks to the 21 pilots who competed
in 18 gliders, plus the others who turned
up to help, to make the Easter regatta
2009 as enjoyable as it was. To the tow
pilots Phil Butherway and Kevin Feary
without whom we would not have left
the ground and also Roy Holden who
drove up to launch us on day four but we
did not fly. To Paul Rose and Greg
Beecroft who set the tasks; to John Welsh
who did the meteorology; and to Dave
Woodward, Ben Jones, Andrew Greig and
others who managed the ground
operations and the radio.

It’s gone down there somewhere, I am sure

Where on earth is that Meckering turnpoint? I don’t want
to risk flying too far!

The runway must be down there somewhere

Yawn, yawn, boring, boring, waiting, waiting

Left: Adam driving his latest vehicle, not as fast
as a hot Commodore, but more impressive
Paul finally launches

Photos: Owen Jones
June 2009
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CLUB NEWS
Notice of SGM – Hang Gliding
Association of WA
The Executive Committee of the HGAWA
hereby gives notice of a Special General
Meeting to consider the adoption of a
new constitution.
The meeting will be held at 6:30pm
in the Department of Sport at Recreation
meeting rooms, Vincent St Leederville on
Friday 24 July 2009.
In accordance with Section 8 (a) of the
current constitution the Executive Committee requests all existing members to reconfirm their membership before the SGM.
The proposed constitution can be
examined at [www.hgfa.asn.au/~hgawa/].
Membership confirmation and proxy
voting forms are also available on the
web page together with instructions and
briefing papers.
Please review the proposed constitution and send in your suggestions and recommendations in writing (email or snail
mail) to the committee via the Secretary.

The committee will continue to update
the proposed constitution on the basis of
further meetings to discuss feedback until
early July when the final draft will be
posted ready to be presented at the SGM.
Why We Need You To Confirm Your
Membership Of HGAWA
Historically the HGAWA membership was
partly defined by the HGFA through the
back allocation of membership fees on a
pro rata basis to the state associations.
Anyone paying their HGFA fees was
automatically enrolled as a member of
their State association. This has changed
and the HGFA no longer collect fees on
behalf of the state associations. Due to
this change the membership of the HGA
WA is no longer clearly defined. It was
made clear by the HGFA that the process
cannot be an automatic enrollment on
the basis of club membership, but has to
be an interest expressed by the individual
to either to their club to pass on to the
HGAWA or through direct application to
the HGAWA. As no membership fees have
been collected or enrolments taken for
the HGAWA in 2009 we need to reconfirm

HGFA President’s Report

the membership list. To be constitutional
the membership list needs to be accurate
and up to date. Without a defined and
accurate member list a quorum cannot
be determined. Unless you a registered
member of the HGAWA your vote cannot
be cast. The standing committee have
been revising the constitution to re-establish the HGAWA as the State representative body to address issues, concerns and
changes that have occurred since the original constitution was written. The membership list must be defined prior to a
special general meeting where a 75% vote
is required to accept the new constitution.
Hang Gliding Association of WA

Mt Borah Flying Limited:
6-8 June and 19-27 September
Due to Radio Controlled model aircraft
events, PG/HG flying during this period
will be limited at Mt Borah.
Please contact Godfrey for details:
02 67856545 or <skygodfrey@aol.com>.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

A D M I N I S T E R I N G S P O R T AV I A T I O N
History
Sometimes it’s hard to comprehend that
only around 100 years ago there was no
such thing as aviation. The Wright brothers
were only just starting to experiment with
gliders and to add motors to them. Within
that short time, we have developed aircraft that safely carry hundreds of people
at a time around the world. There are now
so many of these aircraft movements worldwide that some airports have one take-off
or landing every minute of the day.
Although we look at these aircraft and
wonder what could possibly come next,
we can still observe the development of
new and experimental aircraft in Sports
Aviation and Recreational Aviation. We
see new models and types of hang gliders
and paragliders being released each year.
We also see the evolution of weightshift
microlight aircraft.

Who Is The HGFA?
The Hang Gliding Federation of Australia
(HGFA) is the administering body of hang
gliding, paragliding and weightshift microlighting in Australia. Weightshift microlight
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pilots also have the option of joining
Recreation Aviation Australia (RA-Aus)
as both organisations have the authority
to administer weightshift microlighting.

How Does The HGFA Fit
In With CASA?
Aviation in Australia is regulated by the
Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA),
under the appropriate Government Act.
Because the needs of sport aviation
are very different from other forms of
aviation, particularly of air transport
operations, but even of general aviation
(GA), sport aviation has been granted the
privilege to be self-administrating.
CASA is still the Regulator by Government Act, but because sport aviation,
through the Australian Sport Aviation
Confederation (ASAC), has helped the
regulator and the government understand
that our needs are so different, the sport
aviation organisations have been allowed
to take responsibility for their own operations, on behalf of and under the regulatory watch of CASA.

What is The HGFA Required To Do?
Self-administration is a very important
privilege – but it is a privilege. Self-regulation allows us to formulate regulations
under the rules and implement those
regulations and, where necessary, to
enforce those regulations ourselves. It
allows us to establish rules of operation
for our particular flying discipline, making
them more appropriate to our needs and
keeping the rules to the very minimum
necessary to ensure good safety outcomes.
Through the privilege of self-regulation
we are granted consultative consideration
in establishing the governing aviation
laws (via Part 149 and Part 103) and vir-
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tual autonomy in establishing our own
organisational regulations. It allows
enforcement of our regulations through
our peers and should invoke a higher
sense of compliance by all sport aviation
pilots in understanding that this privilege
is held by our own actions.
That is safety with the maximum
of freedom.
We hold this privileged position in the
aviation industry while, and only while,
we continue to produce the very best
safety outcomes.
CASA also provide the HGFA with
approximately $60000 p.a. to assist in
carrying out regulatory duties that are
specified in a Deed of Agreement. We
are not given autonomy under the laws
without some responsibility, and CASA
remains aware that this comes at a cost.
Autonomy is enabled by our orders – Civil
Aviation Order (CAO) 95.8 for Hang
Gliding and Paragliding and CAO 95.10
and 95.32 for Weightshift Microlighting.
While we write our own manuals,
such as the HGFA Operations Manual,
CASA approves those manuals and exercises its responsibility by ensuring that
the content of our manuals is acceptable
in determining safety outcomes.
The bottom line is that whatever internal concerns we might have among our
membership, the HGFA must continue
to meet its responsibilities to CASA and
the Government or we stand to lose our
privileges to the permanent detriment of
our chosen sport. This places a significant responsibility upon the HGFA
management on your behalf.

I’ve Heard Of CASA, But Who Else
Is Involved?
The organisations involved in regulation,
policy decision and service provision are
summarised below for those interested.
These bodies make up the main framework
of aviation architecture within Australia
which includes law makers, watchdogs,
airspace and public transport safety policy
makers, administrators and lobby groups.
The most significant of these, for our
representation in the greater aviation
architecture, is the Australian Sport Aviation Confederation (ASAC). ASAC provides
important functions assisting each of the
sport aviation organisations, including
the HGFA, in regulatory and sport development matters.
To keep you flying, the HGFA management has to understand the greater aviation landscape and work with a lot of
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Appendix – Aviation Organisations
Who Are All The Aviation Organisations And What Do They Do?
The Regulator is the Civil Aviation Safety
Authority (CASA): Conducts the safety
regulation of civil air operations in
Australia and the operation of Australian
aircraft overseas.
The Policy Maker is the Department
of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional
Development and Local Government:
Advises the government on the policy
and regulatory framework for Australian
airports and the aviation industry, manages the administration of the government’s interests in privatised airports, and
provides policy advice on the efficient
management of Australian airspace and
on aircraft noise and emissions. This
organisation amalgamates previous
organisations such as the Australian
Transport Safety Bureau, Airspace Policy
Branch, Department of Transport, etc.
The Air Traffic Management Service
provider is Airservices Australia: Provide
the Air Traffic Control Management System
and related airside services. In a region
that covers 11% of the world’s surface,
they manage air traffic operations for
around 63 million passengers on more
than four million domestic and international
flights each year. They also provide aeronautical data, telecommunications, navigation services and aviation rescue and
fire fighting services.
The Aviation and Airports Division:
Advises the government on the policy and
regulatory framework for the Australian
Aviation and Airports Industries. The
division manages the continuing relationship between the government, CASA,
Airservices Australia and Australia’s airlines. It also manages Australia’s participation in the work of the International
Civil Aviation Organisation and provides
the secretariat for the International Air
Services Commission.

aviation organisations. You, as a pilot,
should also have knowledge of these
organisations and an understanding of
their significance. A very small part of
your HGFA membership fee goes towards

The Royal Australian Air Force: Provides air and space power for Australia’s
security. It is the second oldest independent and permanent air force in the
world (after Britain’s Royal Air Force).
As a part of a worldwide aviation
community, Australia is also a part of:
•
•

International Civil Aviation Organisation
International Air Services Commission

The Sport Aviation Organisations are:
The Fédération Aéronautique
International (FAI): The World Air Sports
Federation, is the world governing body
for air sports and aeronautical world
records. FAI activities include the establishment of rules for the control and certification of world aeronautical and astronautical records. FAI establishes regulations
for air sporting events which are organised by member countries throughout the
world. FAI also promotes skill, proficiency
and safety in aeronautics. FAI confers
medals, diplomas and other awards to
those who have contributed to the
achievement of these aims.
The Commission Internationale de
Vol Libre (CIVL): The Hang Gliding and
Paragliding Commission of the FAI. Within the framework of FAI, each air sport
has an international commission which
is responsible for making the rules for
competitions and which generally oversees the activities of their particular air
sport. CIVL oversees several activities
related to these sports including competitions (cross-country, aerobatics, accuracy)
and World records.
The Australian Sports Aviation Confederation (ASAC): The National Airsport
Control (NAC) of the FAI for Australia.
ASAC is also the Sports Aviation lobby
group for Australia that lobbies the
Government and its regulatory authorities
for your flying freedoms
The Hang Gliding Federation of
Australia (HGFA): The administering body
of hang gliding, paragliding and weightshift microlighting in Australia.

membership of organisations such as
ASAC. It is money well spent.
Safe flying,
Javier Alvarez, HGFA President
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ASAC – Australian Sport
Aviation Confederation
WHAT DOES IT DO FOR YOU?
Dr. Bob Hall, Chairman – ASAC Technical Committee
ASAC has two major functions:
1. It is the National Airsport Control
(NAC) of the Federation Aeronautique
Internationale (FAI) for Australia and,
2. it lobbies on behalf of your freedoms.
Within the latter function it lobbies
for a fair level of funding for the safety
management work your organisation
does on behalf of CASA.
These particularly include:
1. Protection of our freedoms to fly and,
2. to provide a fair level of funding for
the services each organisation provides
to Government authorities – in particular CASA
Membership of ASAC allows access to
all FAI services including participation in
national and international events, internationally recognised records and access
to organised and internationally recognised
competency goals within your chosen sport.
All these services are recognised by
National Authorities.
Without access to FAI-endorsed competitions, 110 FAI member countries will
not recognise international events which
are not under the umbrella of the FAI.
‘I am not interested in competitions,’
I hear you say, ‘and we can set our own
goals without membership.’
However, if your organisation in
Australia cannot run internationally
recognised competitions, your sport will
become an isolated backwater.
Serious competition pilots are driven
to compete with the best in the world.
Put yourself in the place of a competition
pilot who is faced with the choice of
travelling all the way to Australia to compete in an unrecognised competition or
going to an internationally recognised
competition (perhaps closer to their home)
where all the other serious competition
pilots will be. The choice is obvious.
But you are not interested in
competitions as you said.

20 Soaring Australia

I am a GFA pilot. When I first started
flying in competitions in the early 1980s,
many of the competition pilots had not
flown a 300km let alone a 500km flight.
Today, a 500km flight is only an indication
of competency – most of us have flown
many such flights – and the goal today is
1000km. Some of this improvement is due
to technology, but much of it is due to
technique. Both have advanced because
of competition.
The variables in any individual flight
are such that it is only in the often repeated experience of competitive flight in the
same air, on the same task, that techniques
have been honed. When I started competing I had flown a 300km flight, but not
a 500km flight. My first 500km was done
in a competition. Since then I have flown
many such flights all in the same glider
– so much of the advance is in technique,
not technology.
Nowadays pilots who have no interest
in competitions complete similar task
for fun on a regular basis. The improved
technique, which provides the satisfaction
and fun of non-competitive flying, was
honed in competition between the best
and passed on to others in the sport
by example and direct coaching. This
evolution could not have been achieved
without the direct comparison of speed
which occurs only in competition.
Without membership of the NAC
– ASAC – this process of evolution will
pass you by.
ASAC also spends much of its time
lobbying for your freedoms.
The central issue in regard to CASA
has been self-administration and the matters associated with this approach. Without years of intense lobbying we would
have, at best, a very limited approach to
self-administration. Something similar to
that which exists in New Zealand where a
CAA officer can intervene on the day and
dictate how a gliding competition can be
carried out. Without ASAC, we, at best,
would be doing all the work, while CASA

makes all the decisions – to our detriment
and with poorer safety outcomes.
Further, over the years these have
also included:
1. Exemption from mandatory carriage
and use of radio on the ATC (Air
Traffic Management) frequency.
Which would have required the
carriage of a radio which would not
be available to you as it must be on a
frequency which cannot be used for
chatter and collision avoidance glider
to glider.
2 Prevention of the proliferation of
MBZ both in size and number. There
was a serious proposal which went
very close to implementation in which
all untowered airfields with RPT operations would be made MBZ with a
zone out to 25 miles to 5000ft and to
40 miles to 10 000ft.
Today, MBZ have gone, replaced
by CTAF(R) – and these may well be
replaced by a consistent set of rules
for radio use at all untowered airfields
– eliminating restriction of access and
further improving safety outcomes.
3. Access to Class E airspace and exemption from transponder carriage in
Class E airspace.
4. Access to airspace above 10 000ft for
the HGFA – ie, the same access to
airspace as for the GFA.
5. Removal of the transponder veil
around Albury and other such Class D
towered airfields.
6. Rejection of the 100% mandate for
ADS-B OUT in all lower level airspace.
(ASAC argued for implementation of
ADS-B OUT where appropriate but
against the 100% mandate proposed.)
These ‘wins’ are not wins as such.
There are very powerful forces out there
who clearly believe that these are only
temporary decisions and that, over time,
they will be rolled back. Any sign of weakness in our resolve and these will become
issues again. An isolated organisation
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would be fair game and would represent
a Trojan Horse against the freedoms of all.
We have achieved these outcomes by
much careful work, arguing consistently
for a risk management approach. ASAC
has prepared detailed submissions on
each of these, which were significant to
crucial in achieving these outcomes. The
more recent of these are still on the ASAC
website for those interested.
Finally the matter of funding. CASA
pays the organisations to carry out certain
functions on behalf of the Nation – these
are payed for out of the public purse in
other areas of aviation. This does not
include those functions which are cost-recovered by CASA for other aviation sectors.
These funds are very important to
the overall finances of your organisation
being of the order of $80 000 to $100 000
p.a. We went to within a year of a proposal to remove these funds totally. ASAC
was successful in arguing with CASA and
the government that the removal of these
funds was unjust. We actually receive

much less than 10% of what it would cost
CASA to administer the aircraft we operate.
As a direct result of lobbying by ASAC
these funds are now secure (provided we
do our job on behalf of CASA and provided some future government does not
cease to be convinced) and are indexed
against the CPI – again as a direct result
of lobbying by ASAC.
CASA is currently carrying out a risk
assessment of your organisation which
will provide you, the Nation and CASA
confidence in what your organisation
does on your behalf. ASAC is assisting
with the coordination of this exercise.
There is a very high probability of additional funds being made available as a
consequence of this exercise and ASAC
will be fighting to ensure this outcome.
This total funding ensured by ASAC is
several times the ASAC fee and, in fact,
it is highly likely that the increase in
funding from this exercise alone will be
more than the full ASAC fee.
Not a bad outcome for the ASAC fee.
Photo: Mike Annear
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IQ Competition GPS

The new High end Vario
with integrated GPS.
It provides future-oriented
processor technology and
various features, such as
a slot for smart card
and Bluetooth.

Combines approved
Bräuniger Variometer
Technology in a
compact design with
the option to
connect a Garmin
GPS device.
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GAWLER EASTER REGATTA
Terry Cubley
LAST YEAR HERALDED THE RETURN OF THE GAWLER EASTER REGATTA AND SO WE WERE KEEN TO KEEP
THE ‘NEW TRADITION’ GOING IN 2009. STILL ONLY SMALL, WE HAD ABOUT 15 GLIDERS COMPETING;
IT WAS CERTAINLY A GREAT SUCCESS AND MUCH ENJOYMENT FOR ALL WHO ATTENDED.

T

his year is our first year of operation
with our new airfield – well it is still the
old airfield but a little bit smaller due to
the construction of a new highway connecting the north to the city of Adelaide
which has cut the ends off two strips. With
all of our hangars and clubrooms, etc, on
one side of the new highway and the airfield on the other side, DTEI have almost
finished construction of our new hangars
alongside the runways and taxiways, but
the clubhouse and bar won’t be finished
until June. Still, we were able to convert
the new workshop into a very extensive
clubroom, bar and kitchen, and with
lovely weather and fantastic sunsets, this
functioned well, leaving the big hangar
doors open well into the evening.
With Easter a little later this year the
weather was always a little uncertain. The
Friday proved to be a typical Gawler stable
blue day, with climbs to 4500ft, so a relatively small two-hour AAT task yielded
flights of just over 200km. Unfortunately,
the day did a ‘Queensland’ on us and
just stopped at 4pm, so only two pilots,

Mandy and Peter Temple
Photo: Karen Jackowiak
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As Gawler airfield has been sliced in two by a new highway, the club is moving to new hangars, etc, as the old
hangars are now on the wrong side of the highway. The new workshop (pictured) is doubling as a bar/kitchen
area until the new clubrooms are built
Photo: Brian Rau

Graham Parker (ASG29) and Paul Clift
(Pik20B) who were that little bit earlier
managed to get home. Still the other
gliders weren’t far away and dinner was
enjoyed by all after some quick retrieves.
Heath L’Estrange was flying the LS4 with
top engine, so he too managed to get
home with just a little bit of help, and
then provided some quick scores once
the retrieves were back.
Saturday was a little better. Still blue,
although a few pilots who went a little
further east on the second leg were able
to sample some broken convergence
cumulus to about 7000ft, although the
day was typically 6000ft and four knots.
A 2.5 hour AAT saw better speeds of 115120kph for the top few gliders, Graham
Parker and then John Nicholls (Discus 2C).
Lyn Ritchie was event director, but also
managed to handle the role of ‘brolly
dolly’ and rope runner on the launch grid,
and was even seen to be dispensing wine
late into the evening after a great meal
put on by the ASC house group.

Sunday was better again, with blue
thermals to 9000ft and relatively easy and
quick 300km flights in the 2.5 hour task.
Weather information was provided by
Alex Wallis using RASP and providing
some education for all on its interpretation: he even got it right!
John Nicholls took out the day just
ahead of Sid Nankivell in the DG1000.
The DG is being used to great effect
for formal coaching, with one day per
weekend allocated during summer, and
over Easter we had coaches Peter Temple,
Haidyn Dunn, Terry Cubley and Simon
Holding in the backseat.
Monday was the best day of the
weekend, this time with a cumulus trough
line at 11 500ft running north over the
ridges providing some great speeds and
distances. Graham Parker made a clean
sweep of his three days, with a speed of
149km/h off the stick: 180km out with 55
minutes to run he turned for home, and
he was only one minute over time. John
Nicholls managed a final glide of some
168km in the 18m Discus using the cloud
June 2009

E A S T E R

E V E N T S

A R O U N D

T H E

C O U N T RY

–

G FA

street to its maximum. Even the Grob 103
on a training flight with Karen Jackowiak
saw 10000ft and 100km.
It was a great weekend, with a friendly crowd enjoying both the gliding conditions and the social occasion. Looks like
the tradition will continue.
The results of the comp are at [http://
soaringspot.com/gawlereaster09/results/].
Photo: Karen Jackowiak

Rigging the hornet: Rob Moore, Paul Clift, Tom Leech
and Pam Richards
Photo: Karen Jackowiak

Great Friday At Bordertown
JR
WELL, WHERE TO START?

L

ast year, a few of us thought it
would be good to go somewhere
and fly over the Easter long weekend.
So based on the fun that was
had then, we decided to do it again, only
this time there were more of us, and the
old saying the more the merrier was
definitely true.
So Thursday after work, car packed,
family included, we set off to Bordertown.
From Millicent that is about a two-hour
drive. When we arrived, and settled into
our room, we were joined by Patch and
Caleb, so the core of the Church of Ten
Knots had come together. Friday morning
dawned with fog around the airfield, so
we had breakfast, got gliders rigged, out
of hangars and DI’d. The fog had lifted by
about 10 o’clock.
And the Bordertown crew were arriving. I had my kids with me and, as they
both love flying, we did a couple of
launches in the Longwing Kooka just to
see what the sky was doing. Patch did
some circuits in the Dimona. Keith Willis,
Mike Renehan, Steve Steer, and Rob
Percival arrived, along with Rena’s family,
and some extras. The day kicked off, and
we all had some good flights.
At the closing of the hangar doors,
and the tying down of the gliders, the
comment was made, “Well now I know
why they call it Good Friday.” We dined
on fish, drank some wine and ales (not
me) and reminisced on the day’s flying.
Saturday started the same as Friday,
foggy but soon cleared for another great
day’s flying, Rob finished his conversion
to the Longwing, and Keith stayed up the
longest, as usual. Caleb and I did a short
June 2009

Steve (Bully) Steer, JR, Ian Patching and Bob (Truckie) Walters

cross-country flight, about 80km; Rena
did about 60km; Patch did a cross-country
in the Longwing with two single Astirs
in formation with him to mark the 50th
anniversary of his first flight. We figured
if he was going out there with the Kooka
we could do it in an Astir. Peter Brookman
and Andrew Dinning both had good
flights in the Kestrel and LS3, and passenger flights were taken in the Twin Astir
and the Longwing Kooka.
Sunday was a similar day again to
Saturday, with Caleb flying out to Kaniva
and back, and Keith flying to Padthaway
and back, top heights for the day were a
little over 6000ft, a bit better than the previous days, but still stopped by an inversion.
For the weekend amongst all our
families, there were eight teenagers ranging from 13 years to 16 years and a couple
who had never flown before. They helped
out by driving the retrieve vehicle, doing
flight sheets, and moving gliders around
on the airfield; payment was made good

Photo: Peter Bookman

by flying time, and I must say, it is
pleasing to see young people taking an
interest in our elite sport.
Monday was a day that started without fog, and what a brilliant day it was.
Rena cracked 9200dt, blasted around a
100km triangle; Caleb and myself flew
a 120km triangle, and had to land to derig, and help others to do the same; and
Rob was still up in the Longwing when
we left at 4pm. The day was still going
strong, with the sky covered in lenticular
clouds. No doubt we will all be doing the
pilgrimage to Bordertown next Easter.
Some stats for the weekend: 86
launches over the four days; 10 different
aircraft flown; 13 pilots; 24 passenger
flights; a total of 74 hours flying, and just
short of 900km cross-country. As Pastor
Patch said, “A fun factor of 98/100. It
really doesn’t get much better than this.”
Thanks to everyone at Bordertown for
making it an exceptional Easter.
Soaring Australia
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EASTER WEATHER
VERSUS AUSTRALIA’S
JUNIORS
April Meredith

O

ver the Easter long weekend groups
of juniors got together across the
country with the aim of taking on
the skies. Thanks to the weather,
some had more luck in achieving their
goals then others.

Lockhart
Down to the south, Nathan Johnson took
off from Lockhart in a Kestrel 19 (VH-GSV)
on Saturday, 11 April with the intent to
fly to Mt Beauty to collect a ‘Come And
Get It Trophy’. Unfortunately, storms and
heavy showers blocked the way across the
hills which saw Nathan landing in Benalla
and, according to unnamed sources, partying pretty hard with Jonathan McAliece
throughout Saturday night.

Bathurst
Bathurst faced much the same weather,
resulting in much of the same type of
partying they saw in Benalla. During the
Easter long weekend every year, Bathurst
Soaring Club has its annual Easter Regatta
competition. This competition is open to
any glider pilots who have their ‘C’ certificate, not just those from Bathurst Soaring
Club. Some of the ‘local’ juniors saw this
as a great opportunity to get together,
improve their skills in competition flying
and catch up on things done since JoeyGlide.
Friday saw very little flying, with
Kathryn Palmer, Adam Webb, Peter Lennon
and I not getting much in. Some local
check flights for Kat and Adam, a passenger flight with his girlfriend for Peter and
a flight to Orange in a Sperber using the
iron thermal all the way there and back
for me being our in-air highlights of the
day. The night proved to be entertaining
with the consumption of homebrewed
cider and beer taking priority, followed
by a midnight tour of our runways and
bunny-chasing, which proved to be the
best way to end the night.
24 Soaring Australia

[www.joeyglide.com.au]

Saturday and Monday weren’t much
better at all, with rain being rather persistent and forcing most to stay on the
ground, or just take in the local scenery
again. Adam went home on Saturday
and we were joined by Gus Stewart and
Vaughan Sweeney. The juniors joined
the others for a barbecue held by BSC
on the Saturday night, taking in some
stories from the more experienced pilots,
enjoying a few drinks and laughs with
them, and then continuing with our own
party well into the night.
Sunday’s weather was good enough
for the optimistic team to set a task for
those who were game enough. Kat went
up with Matt Gage in the K13 only to land
before the gate opened and Vaughan
also took on the challenge with a little
more success. He has provided a junior
contestants point of view below.
Many pilots arrived Friday morning
and began to prepare their gliders for the
first day of the comp: everyone could feel
the electricity in the atmosphere. Once
the task was set the competing pilots
blitzed to the launching grid, only to
have their first comp day and enthusiasm
washed away by the ensuing rain.
Unfortunately three out of the four
competition days were cancelled due to
showers. But there was one fearsome day
of competition on the Sunday. Only eight
dared to brave the weather that day: Ray
Humphries (comp director), Adam Gill,
Bhup Mistry, Lyle McLean, Scott Lennon,
Ian McCallum, Matt Gage and myself
(Vaughan Sweeney).
Once everyone was launched the start
gate opened and then came the showers
which forced three gliders down before
they even passed through the start gates.
While the rest set off towards their first
turnpoints I foolishly took a relight, this
time planning to head to a closer turnpoint.
Out of the pilots who flew that day only
Adam Gill made three turnpoints, awarding him first place. But I was surprised
that even after making only one close
turnpoint I managed to place fourth.
This shows that persistence does pay off.
But the most interesting parts of any
competition are the learning experience,
especially for juniors like me. You can

Kat and Webbee

learn a lot in a short time just from competing with others.

Gawler
Juniors in Gawler appear to have had
better luck with the weather then most
of us, with two of the pilots achieving
numerous personal goals. Stephen Cesco
flew his first competition flight in an
original H304 and Matthew Scutter had a
coaching flight in the DG1000 with Peter
Temple and converted to the club Hornet.
For a better idea on the flying out there
I asked Matthew to give us a rundown
on his weekend and this is his experience.
At the Adelaide Soaring Club in South
Australia it was to be the first day of
an Easter long weekend of flying, a day
that would prove to be the most difficult
of the week. It was not only my first
coaching flight, but also my first crosscountry experience, and it became a day
I’m not likely to forget.
The task seemed simple on paper
– Bottle Factory, Blyth, Robertstown,
Gawler. The weather wasn’t great, but it
certainly wasn’t historically challenging
Easter weather. Peter Temple and I were
in the club’s best aircraft, the DG-1000.
With a setup like that I certainly didn’t
expect the day to unfold as it did.
We set out on task at midday arriving
last to the grid, but jumped to the front
seat as no one was willing to start until
the day had ‘begun’. Shortly after moving
the glider to the front, a call came down
from the two-seater doing check flights,
“We’re going up at four knots!” Needless
to say, we were in the glider and ready
to fly before anyone else on the grid
could blink!
We released at a little over 2000ft,
and right from the word go we were
really cross-country flying. It took a little
while to move away from ‘within worst
case gliding distance of the airstrip’
mentality, but I eventually cottoned on
and tried my hand at thermalling up a
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few thousand feet, racing to the next
thermal at 90kt, then pulling up into
another thermal. It was an exhilarating
experience to be in a tight thermal with
four other gliders, most being piloted by
championship winners. Peter showed me
a couple of techniques which changed the
way I approached centring in thermals:
rather then always straightening up
momentarily in life, sometimes increasing
speed and tightening the turn to curl into
the core rather than fly through it.
Our flight up to Clare ridge was a
fairly repetitive cycle – “going well!”;
“could use a climb”; “if we don’t get
a climb soon, we’ll be thinking about
outlanding;, “*phew*, a climb at
last!” Once we’d managed to cross the
Clare ridge, everything became much
smoother. We spotted a few cu forming
over Robertstown, and a salt pan which
yielded a few nice thermals and took us
to 7000ft, just under final glide distance.
We set off home, with almost no
doubt in our minds we’d pick up the
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remaining height along the way. Cruising
to Kapunda at 90kt we still hadn’t found
anything. I first thought things might
not have been going to plan when Peter
suggested we just “drop the speed a
little, no more then 80kt.” We pushed
on, with just a few brief turns here and
there to check out what usually turned
out to be more sink. By the time we got
to 2000ft (only 30km away from the
airfield), Peter took control, and we went
into survival mode. Peter spent half an
hour circling in little wisps of lift coming
from a quarry out of Freeling, but to no
avail. Although we were going up at 0.1
knots, we were being blown away from
the airfield much quicker than that. After
closely examining a few paddocks, we’d
made our choice and we descended for
a smoother landing than most I’ve had
on the grass at Gawler.
An hour later, after a brief trip to a
few uninhabited farmhouses (and a nippy
puppy), we were rescued by a cheery crew
who helped us pull the DG to bits. We
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didn’t have the ‘instructions’, but it proved
to be a breeze to de-rig. Before long we
were back in the clubhouse, to a few
light-hearted jeers of “stupid DG, can’t
even stay in the air with Peter Temple!”
All in all, Easter was enjoyed by everyone who was out on a gliding field somewhere and I am certain there are more
stories out there that haven’t been shared
with us. To everyone who took part in an
Easter competition or achieved some personal goal, congratulations, and I hope
you enjoyed the experience. For those of
you who spent more time one the ground
as I did, really I think the same applies.

EASTER EVENTS:
A report on
Gliding Queensland’s
Easter competition will
appear in the July edition
of Soaring Australia.

Poor weather conditions didn’t stop several former
Southern Cross Gliding Club instructors from gathering at
NATFLY 2009 held at Narromine over the Easter weekend.
Pictured are Keith Dixon, Bob Sutton, John Blackwell,
Barry Renford, Dave Adams, Ziggy Gazecki and Dave
Campbell.
Keith, now at Narromine, is still involved in flying
as a tug pilot, gliding and ultralight instructor and bashes
around in the ‘Mighty K7’;Ziggy, who resides in Dubbo,
flies ultralights;Bob Sutton, Nambucca Heads, John
Blackwell, North Sydney, and Dave Campbell, Minto,
still have an interest in aviation but don’t fly any more;
Barry Renford, who lives on the Bombala airfield can’t
get away from the flying scene and Dave Adams, Forbes
is trying to decide where he’s at with it all!
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WHAT WOULD CAPTAIN COOK
MAKE OF ALL THIS?
Bob Haines
THAT WAS MY THOUGHT AS WE CLIMBED EFFORTLESSLY FROM THE COOKTOWN AIRSTRIP
IN OUR XT912 TUNDRA.

T

he weekend had been organised to fly
hang gliders on the big ridge to the north
of Cooktown, between the mouth of the
river and Indian Head.
Instead of driving up, I thought it
would be worthwhile to do a cross-country exercise from our base at Atherton. The
plan hatched was to take a vehicle up with
the gear not able to fit in the trike, and
swap drivers/ passengers for the trip back.
Ambitiously, we decided to take-off
at first light – which meant that we had
to leave the house at 4:15am. Dragged
awake by the alarm, a quick caffeine fix
and time to get ready. One last check of
the ARFOR, NOTAMs, latest wind observations of the places en-route, and out
the door. Then back in the door to grab
keys, then out the door again.
Arrived at the hangar in the dark. I
have always thought of aircraft hangars
as big toy boxes. I’m like a big kid, picking
out the shiniest toy (ours, of course) to
take out and play.
A thorough pre-flight, clamber in, faff
about with seatbelts, helmets and kneeboards. Engine start, warm up and taxi
call. Finally, we are away.
The lift-off on runway 15 at Atherton
was into calm air and a lovely sunrise,
around 20 minutes after first light. (Pretty
good for us!)
First leg to Mareeba was done and
dusted in 12 minutes. A nice smooth 10kt
tailwind set us up for an excellent trip
time to Cooktown. A thin fog at ground
level had us diverting slightly to the west,
also conveniently missing the hot-air
balloons descending to ground level to
change over their passengers.
The scenery from Mareeba north is:
a) Spectacular savannah country
stretching as far as the eye can see.
b) As boring as boring can be.
c) Not to be trifled with when flying
a single-engine airplane!
All of the above. Take your pick.
I prefer (a) and (c).
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The country stretches lazily into the
distance, slowly opening its eyes to the
morning sun, the shadows stretching
through the thin tree cover, cattle lazing
on the road, cockatoos flashing their
wings as they travel below us to the
waterholes for a drink.
It’s times like this that trike flying is
so special. Especially as the tailwind had
stayed in and we were making excellent
time to each waypoint.
The only option once north of Mt
Molloy, is IFR (I Follow Roads).
The Mulligan highway carves the country in two; following the valley of the
Mitchell river north, then east. To the
east, the rainforest country of the Lewis
tableland, home of endangered wildlife
such as lemuroid possums and the extremely rare cassowary. Thick rainforest
cloaks the hills – one of the wettest areas
in Australia. Average rainfall: around three
metres a year. To the west, the beginnings
of the endless savannah, stretching all
the way to Broome. Average rainfall: not
much at all.
Lots of history out this way as well.
To our left is the Hodgkinson river, the
site of the 1875 gold rush which was responsible for Cairns being settled as a port,
servicing the miners on the new field.
Mt Mulligan, the most distinctive
mountain in the area, and sometimes
called the Uluru of Far North Queensland,
is reflecting golden light from it’s impressive sandstone cliffs on the horizon. Mt
Mulligan is named after the discoverer
of the Hodgkinson gold field, James
Venture Mulligan.
Further north is the legendary Palmer
river. Site of one of the richest alluvial
gold fields the world has ever seen, and
the site of many conflicts between Aboriginal, European and Chinese peoples, all
wanting the same piece of land for different reasons and none willing to share too
much with the others. It is said that 33
million ounces of gold were taken from

the Palmer legally – and about the same
again slipped by the mining warden!
Hard to believe that 30 000 people once
lived and worked these places. All that’s
left now are ghosts and graves.
The road jumps up onto the plateau
to Lakeland and now there are even
fewer landing options. The country here
is surprisingly high, and we climbed to
around 4500ft to feel comfortable that
should the engine lay down for a rest,
we’d have enough time to consider the
limited options.
Lakeland eventually comes into sight,
with its lovely cleared paddocks and signs
of civilisation. We cut the corner of the
highway towards our next waypoint,
the corner of the Bloomfield track and
the highway. A very useful visual marker
is right nearby. Black Mountain is an
amazing jumble of boulders as big as
houses and looks even more amazing
from the air than it does from the ground.
Over the Annan river weir, Cooktown’s
water supply, and fly across the flats
towards town. Had a quick look for
crocs in the mouth of the river, but none
showed themselves today. Doesn’t mean
they aren’t there, just means we didn’t
see them.
A little high cloud has softened the
shadows, making the land below us seem
flat and featureless. We know different as
Mt Cook rises to our right and we can see
the tidal swamps and the estuary of the
Endeavour river as we make our 10-mile
in-bound call to Cooktown. Careful not
to get caught in the rotor of Mt Cook, we
descend to circuit height over the river.
Really ugly options here if an engine out
occurs – best not to think about the crocs
coming over for a look should one need
to put down anywhere here.
We hear a radio call and the word
‘Caribou’.
“Did he say Caribou?”
“Sounded like it.”
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“Nah, what would
a Caribou be doing
up here?”
Sure enough, just
after we taxi to a stop,
an RAAF Caribou rumbles
into the circuit. No worries
about speed differences,
the Caribou seems almost
slower than the trike!
Probably about the same
roll out as well.
Turns out the Caribou
was in town for ANZAC
day fly past over the main
street parade later that
morning. I was going to
warn them about the rotor
off Mt Cook, and then
thought better of it. Let
them learn the hard way,
like I did.
We tied our little
beastie down good and
tight, between two trees
with hopefully not too
many incontinent birds in
them, and waited for our lift.
The hang gliding wasn’t all it could
have been. John got a good soaring flight
on the Saturday, after lugging his glider
three quarters of the way up the mountain. Brett had a great flight in his paraglider – after a few bomb-outs he
eventually got a couple of hours soaring
in. The wind, which was expected to
arrive on the Sunday, didn’t quite make
it, so conditions were marginal again for
the hang gliders on the Sunday. But to
Brett’s delight it was perfect for the bag
of plastic he calls his flying machine and
he did some more soaring.
Hopefully there will be better wind
next time. The site has potential and we’ll
be back.
After dinner at the RSL in town (we
can recommend the steak) and a lovely
stay at the caravan park, our own Sunday
started early. A high was moving across
and in this part of the world that means
south-easterly tradewinds – which meant
a headwind all the way home.
With not enough wind to get the
hang gliders into the air, even with
the help of the big ridge, we thought
we’d have an easy run back. An early
start usually has us home before the
wind really starts to blow. Not this time
though. Kev had flown his 582 up the
coast from Port Douglas on Saturday.
We met him at the airport after he’d
flown across. He had his machine tied
June 2009
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down near ours and as far away from the
Caribou as we both could get!
The air was clear and bright as we
lifted off over the river. The massive
bitumen airstrip falling away beneath us.
What Captain Cook would have given
for such an easy way to leave the place,
where he spent the best part of seven
weeks repairing his ship and working out
a way to get out of the labyrinth of reefs
that stood between him and the safety of
the open sea?
It soon became apparent that the
wind was going to be a big factor for the
rest of our day.
Our crab angle as we tracked towards
Black Mountain was impressive! At one
stage we were facing way past 45 degrees
to our track. The wind was around 15kt
and kept our speed over the ground down
to around 40kt. Kev decided to land at
Lakeland to refuel – a good decision as
it turned out. We followed him in for a
leg stretch. Gotta love the 70-litre tank in
the XT.
The wind was right on the nose for
the next leg and Kev’s ground speed
dropped to 29kt. If he hadn’t refuelled
at Lakeland, his range would have been
marginal to Mary Farms, the next strip
near Mt Carbine.
Kev peeled off towards Port Douglas
after turning the corner around Mt
Molloy, while we trundled on southwards
to Atherton. The air was friendly until

Mareeba, then we got bashed up
between there and Atherton by the
thermals mixing with the breeze.
The land rises about 1000ft between
Mareeba and Atherton, which can catch
you out if you are not paying attention.
You get squeezed between airspace and
the ground, approaching Atherton from
the north. Much body language is needed when flying a trike in the middle of
the day, and today was no exception.
The circuit area air was rowdy, but
calmed down on final to a floater landing on the green grass of Atherton,
four hours 10 minutes engine time after
leaving Cooktown.
Our first real cross-country in the new
XT and I have to say it went very well.
She is an impressive machine and this is
hopefully the first of many trips we’ll do.
Just have to learn how to fit a bit more
gear into all the little nooks and crannies
and we’ll be set.
By the way, have you heard that
Cooktown is the first place Europeans
heard the word ‘kangaroo’? Story goes
that Joseph Banks asked the locals what
the animal was that could outrun the
greyhounds.
One local bloke said, “Gangurru,”
which means ‘I have no idea what you
are talking about.’
Banks replied, “Thank you,” wrote
it down and the rest is history!
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Ramblings About
Dolly Launching
And Aerotowing
John Blain ‘BlainO’
…ANOTHER PERFECT LAUNCH FROM GARBOR. REMEMBER HIS
AIRSPEED IS THE SAME AS THE TUG’S, 25 TO 30MPH.

L

et’s take a windy day aerotowing and
launching with a dolly. Someone is in the
dolly waiting for the rope. His hands are
resting on the basebar. All of a sudden
the right wing rises up. People run to pull
it down, then the left wing rises and people
run to pull it down. Isn’t all this wind scary?

Wind Conditions
Now it’s calm, light and variable with
thermals. Hands resting on the bar, he
gets a grip and it’s ‘go go go’. As he gains
speed, it makes the windy day come back
again. One wing rises. He leaves the dolly,
can’t control the roll and crashes.
Back to the windy day. All this rock
and rolling can be stopped and you can
be in complete control. It’s the glider
telling you: “I don’t like aft centre of
gravity. I don’t like to kite or fly on the
undersurface of my wings. I’m an airplane
and I need proper airspeed to work.”
If you pull the bar in so your fists are
in line with at least your shoulders, or tits,
or more (see pictures) – the glider will
have a forward centre of gravity and start
to behave itself. Remember you haven’t
started rolling yet. The keel may even lift
out of the support and float at a height
depending on bar position and wind speed.

Roll Control
Before I go on, I’ll ramble about some
other things like ‘airborne on the undersurface of the wings’. It’s called ‘kiting’
– not flying – when we do this as we basi-

cally have no roll control.
When we hill launch, we know to have
our wings level because for a short time
we can’t control roll. If it’s a cliff threestep type launch, we can’t possibly get
enough airspeed to fly. We rely on our
undersurface, our descent, our forward
centre of gravity and the resultant swoop
to get flying.
If we drop a wing a little, we move
to one side to help, but it’s the swoop to
airspeed that levels the wings. The dolly, if
used correctly, can eliminate this grey area.
How much airspeed do you need to
have good positive roll control?
More than you think! One windy day
(15 to 20mph) I tethered the tow rope to
a car and got in the dolly. I could only lift
off if the bar was full out (kiting again)
and I needed people on side wires as I
had no roll control.
Fly with an airspeed indicator and
find where you have good roll control.
The bar will be in more than you think.
Now you can add to this because
when you tow a glider, especially off the
shoulders, there’s a huge pitch-up force,
so the bar needs to be ‘in’ even more for
the same airspeed. For example: if fists
are in line with tits in free flight, you’re
most likely doing 60mph or more. The
same position on tow is about 30mph
because that’s what the tug is doing.
I keep talking about good roll control.
You need this when launching from a

dolly whether it’s in thermal, windy, calm
or light and variable conditions. The
dolly is an ideal piece of gear to put you
in charge of the launch – simply by bar
position. From the time you start to roll
(even before) you will be the boss.
Just remember, with a forward centre
of gravity you won’t lift off until the airspeed is right. Would you lift an airplane
off the ground at 40mph if you knew the
ailerons won’t work until 50mph?
After all this, what is the best
bar position?
I’ve watched a lot of launches, and
fists in line with shoulders or tits seems
good for most gliders, but it can be more
than this (see pictures again). The keel
will float early in the roll and the glider
will levitate out of the dolly with the pilot
in perfect control.
A bad one is fists out around the
forehead, or even out more, basebar
leaving first (nose popping), wing low
and pilot going for a ride!
If I see knuckles in the tug’s mirror, I
worry. If I see elbows I don’t (elbows go
twice as far as knuckles).
The last few days of the Dalby Big
Air competition I saw lots of elbows and
basically all good launches (even in rough
conditions). The only scary one was when
after the pilot left the dolly, instead of
climbing to a safe height, he pulled the
bar in and went ground skimming for a
bit. Thankfully he didn’t do that again
and learnt to aerotow properly that
week. We all know that good pilots never
stop learning.
Remember you can control roll while
in the dolly – so do it! But pitch doesn’t
have any feel as your arms are pushing
the dolly along. Therefore it is important
to set the bar position and resist the
tendency to be pulled through. If you
think the wind in your face is enough,
push out a little, but always be conscious
of the bar position because it represents
your airspeed once airborne. However,
you should never have to push out.
Using this method of launching, even
light crosswinds are not a problem. The

Another perfect launch from Gabor – remember his airspeed is the same as the tug’s, 25 to 30mph
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dolly will track into the crosswind until
the air is the same on both leading edges.
You will take off, crabbing relative to the
ground, but in normal balanced flight
according to the hang glider.

The Dolly
Use a good dolly, not a bomb. Try to
use a dolly on smooth ground. Always
hold yourself in the dolly by the rope or
whatever is provided. Don’t half do it, make
sure the rope is adjusted so you’re holding the basebar into the Vs as you don’t
want it to bounce out on rough ground.
However, the big advantage of this
is that if a wing tries to rise because of
a rogue thermal gust – or if you have
the bar out and you’re not trying to
correct the roll, or if the moon and tide
is wrong… – the wing will resist rising
because you are now a part of the dolly.
You are locked in and you now have
wheels out past the ends of the basebar
which will help prevent the whole thing
from happening.
Remember correct it and fly the dolly.
The reason the wing is rising is because it
has more angle of attack then the other
one and is now ascending into stronger
wind because of wind gradient while the
lower wing has descended into less wind
because of wind gradient. You need to
get the high wing down because if you
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think ‘I need to get that low wing up
and push out’, eg: more angle of attack,
the high wing will say ‘thank you’ and
overpower the lower one which will start
some kind of wingover – just like when
you watch a 180 into the side of a hill.
If you don’t want to pull in, I would say
‘don’t push out’. However, it is important
to reinforce that the intent of this technique
(and the point of this article) is to stop the
wing from rising in the first place!
If a tug pilot can see a glider leaving a
dolly banked, and the glider pilot doesn’t
fix it, the glider will crash within three
seconds. But the glider pilot may be able
to correct, so two seconds are allocated
for this. If the fix doesn’t happen, the tug
pilot releases and then there’s a crash. If
he releases early there will definitely be
a crash! So let’s de-stress the tuggies by
no-banked exits.

Lift Off
It’s better to have the keel support too
low than too high. Too high could drive
you into the ground.
Once out of the dolly, and letting go
the rope, climb to a safe height (two to
four metres). Don’t overdo this method
of launching and crash over the front of
the dolly. If you go past your tits, you’re
in no-man’s land. Although past this point
seems okay – see pictures again.

I don’t know anything about footlaunching. All I know is on a calm morning
I went for a run with an airspeed indicator and my 61 year old legs could only
make eight miles per hour. So on a calm
day I would be kiting into the air.
I don’t promote foot-launching, but
a lot of good pilots do it safely.

In Summary
This article doesn’t contradict the tow
manual. The tow manual states ‘pull the
bar to trim, then more for the tow force’.
So it’s open to interpretation – you have
to work out where that is.
Trim on some gliders may be out past
your head, they may have good roll control out there and they may not. Tow
force may pitch some gliders up more
than others. The tow manual doesn’t
state where the exact position is. I’m
saying where I think it should be.
Some people say you will go over the
handle bars and if this was to happen you
would most likely end up in hospital or
worse! Despite this the Dalby club has been
aerotowing/dolly launching for years and
this hasn’t happened. It’s the slow nosepopping wing-dropping ones that scare us.
This is not a ‘do as I say’ article. It’s
just information for you to debate. If it
doesn’t make sense to you or you think
it might be dangerous, don’t do it.
Safe launching!

Soaring Australia

29

GFA News

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

I N T E R N AT I O N A L N E W S

Alpine Flying Centre ,Lesce

The Women Soaring Pilots
Association Soaring Seminar 2009
The women glider pilots of Slovenia are
delighted to invite you to the Women
Soaring Pilots Association’s (WSPA) first
European seminar. The 31st Women’s
Soaring Seminar will be held at the Alpine
Flying Centre Lesce (ALC Lesce) on the
sunny side of the Alps In Slovenia from
18 to 23 July 2009.
There are many soaring possibilities
at ALC Lesce, Slovenia, as the glider port
is surrounded on the north side by the
mountain range of Karavanken and on
the northwest side by the Julian Alps.
Cross-country flights via the Austrian Alps
towards Germany and to the west across
Italy into Switzerland are just some of
varied tasks you could choose. One big
challenge to consider is a 500km FAI
triangle just inside Slovenia.
The Lesce field is glorious grass. The
runway is 1,150m long and 60m wide,
with geographical course 134º to 314º.
Towing is done by two Piper Pawnees.
There is a classroom in the Club premises
for the seminar lectures. In the same
building the restaurant offers meals and
near the hangar is a small clubhouse
which is used for picnics and meetings
after flying. In the same area there is a
camping site and in the village of Lesce
you can find various accommodations.
The Lesce-Bled airfield is a flyer’s paradise
with three Blaniks, a DG-500, seven
single-seater DGs, an LS 8, an aerobatic
Fox and some private gliders.
Seminar talks will include an orientation on the first day about the gliderport
and air space by Bostjan Pristavec. Branko
Brodnik will speak on aviation medicine
topics. Andrej Kolar, creator of SeeYou
has a presentation on his program and
on glider instruments, Boris Zorz will be
30 Soaring Australia

our expert on local meteorology. There
will also be an opportunity to learn about
the building of and the materials used in
sailplanes and we will see the production
of gliders.
In addition to the gliding activities
there are powered aircraft flights and
parachute jumping on the airfield. On
the other side of the airport is an area set
aside for radio-controlled (RC) aircraft.
And, if the weather is not auspicious
for gliding, there will be a possibility of
tours around beautiful parts in Slovenia.
And we are including at least one day trip
for our ‘not flying companions’.
For information visit [www.women
soaring.org].

designed to minimise the pilot’s distractions
and maximise information accessibility
and safety.
The ClearNav features:

First US Libelle Gathering

“The ClearNav really has to be flown
with to fully appreciate how it changes
the way you use a flight computer. I’ll bet
a pilot looks inside the cockpit a full 50%
less with a ClearNav than with any typical
setup. The information is all there in one
instant intuitive glimpse,” glider pilot
Terry Stroud says of the ClearNav’s ability
to visually display a range of information
in a simple format.
The development of ClearNav is more
than a divisional expansion for Nelsen
Kellerman. The ClearNav is the realisation
of Nelsen Kellerman’s president and avid
glider pilot Richard Kellerman’s ultimate
vision for soaring navigation. It was
designed to emphasise brightness, visibility, simplicity, usability in flight and on
the ground, durability and reliability
as well as compatibility with all popular
instruments and software available.
Multiple installation options are available.
For more information, contact Peter
Sutherland at 02 6258 9380 or visit [www.
Peter Sutherland
clearnav.com.au].

The first US Libelle gathering will take
place from 3 to 7 July 2009 at Air Sailing
Gliderport, Reno, Nevada, USA.
The gathering will bring together
Libelle owners, past and present as well as
a member of the Streifeneder firm which
supports the Glasflügel fleets. He will talk
about the care and feeding of Libelles.
Emphasis on the first day will be
on ‘Soaring in the Great Basin’. The
gathering will conclude with two days of
dry lake land-outs.
One attendee is trailering his Libelle
from Florida, a distance of around 4660km.
Another is coming from Amsterdam to
visit with and fly in his former Libelle,
now owned by a pilot at the Air Sailing
Gliderport. Join in the five fun-filled days
of soaring and camaraderie. Contact Neita
Montague at <neitalibelle@aol.com> for
further information.

NEW PRODUCTS
Nelsen-Kellerman Announces
Release of ClearNav
The ClearNav system is an integrated
cockpit navigational instrument and display providing full situational awareness
for glider pilots.
The ultra bright display makes the
screen easily visible, even in full sunlight.
The Turn Area Task Management feature
allows you to focus on flying rather than
making constant adjustments in the air.
The glide amoeba technology accounts
for current conditions and makes viewing
alternate landing spots simple and
straightforward.
The ClearNav’s visual representation
of features including special use airspace,
terrain, water bodies, culture, control
points and airports, and task information,
are displayed in an intuitive format

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

State-of-the art display
Sophisticated software functions
A full-function remote keypad
Multiple installation options
A simple user interface
Integral GPS and secure flight recorder
Airspeed/wind input compatibility
Near unlimited memory and easy
data transfer
Vibrant, bright display eliminates squinting – easily readable in full sunlight
Single screen and Glide-Amoeba makes
viewing alternate landing spots simple
and straightforward

FA I N E W S
FAI Claims To 30 April 2009
A BADG E

Roberts, Shane David
Loch, Volkmar

11489
11495

Darling Downs
Byron Bay

11493

Narrogin

11464
11141
11458
11417
11275

Central Coast
RAAF Richmond
Hunter Valley
Southern Downs
RAAF Richmond

11490
11491
11492
11494
11496

Sportavation
GCV
Caboolture
Lake Keepit
GCV

A & B BADG E

Butler, Hugh Thomas
C BADG E

Thorogood, Jay Willem
Walmsley, Hannah
Rowe, Mark Tasman
Kranen, Kurt
Beardsley, Geoff
A, B & C BADG E

Robinson, Peter Colin
McAliece, Johathan
Wooler, Jo Anna Lee
McLeod, John Earle
Goldman, Jutta
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SILV ER C BADGE

Duffield, Kenneth John

FOREIGN CL AIMS

4708

GCV

1651

Beverley

GOLD C BADG E

Wilkes, Darryl Ronald

FAI Badge Claim Fees
ABC Certificates*
$15 each
(All legs must be claimed)
All together $45
Silver Badge (all together)
$20
Gold Badge (all together)
$20
Diamond Badge (separately)
Goal
$20
Distance
$20
Height
$20
Diamonds fitted to Gold
or Silver badge
$15 each
600 to 1000km flights
$20 each
Official Observer application
$20
Sporting-Competition Licence
$20
Renewal (2 years)
$10
*Student rate for ABC Certificates only $11 each or
$33 total. Students must send copy of a student pass
or equivalent evidence of being a full time student

Silver Badge
$30
Gold Badge
$30
Diamonds fitted to Gold
or Silver badge
$30
Other
$30
Per leg claimed
$5
Foreign Claim#
$40
#
Foreign Claims: A flight of Gold distance and
Diamond goal flown in one flight may be claimed
at $40

If you claim one or two legs of your
Silver or Gold badge a credit will be sent
to you at no cost. Put this credit in your
green gliding certificate book and
forward it when your badge is complete.
This will be the only record that the flight
has been registered. All evidence will be
returned to you.

The 48th Australian Multi Class
National Gliding Championships

Tow Rope Trivia by Jan

I

have heard that the MOSP is being
revised and have had a peek at the
sections on aerotowing. There is some
useful advice about aerotow ropes.
As aerotow ropes wear it is common
to cut off the worn piece. Eventually the
rope will become too short. It will then be
necessary to cut it up for tie-down ropes or
splice a piece onto the end.
Before splicing a piece onto the end it
is necessary to identify which end is short
to splice in a new piece of rope. The easiest
way to find the short end is to lay the rope
out and fold it in half – the short end will
then be obvious!
It is important to have balanced ropes:
if a rope has one half longer than the other
it will be heavier on one end. If a rope is
uneven the long (heavy end) should be
attached to the tug so that the light short
end will trail higher behind the tug.
If the rope is attached to the tug by the
short end, the rings trail lower (obviously)
and this is why tuggies leave the rings on
the fence when they are landing.

Greg Jackson

T

he 48th Australian Multi Class
National Gliding Championships
will be held at Waikerie aerodrome, South Australia, commencing Monday, 4 January through to
Friday, 15 January 2010. First practice
day will be Monday, 4 January. Waikerie
Gliding Club with the support of SAGA
will host the competition.
Waikerie is approximately 174km via
the Sturt Highway from Adelaide, a little
over two hours drive, and located right on
the Murray River. The name Waikerie is
an appropriate name, said to mean ‘many
wings’ and came from the indigenous
community’s name for the swift moth, ‘wei
kari’. Considering the location has a long
history of aviation and has been connected
to gliding for over 70 years I think we can
say a very appropriate name.
The aerodrome is well laid out with
large open safe landing areas. Many of
the gliders will have fixed tie-down points
with water ballast supplied through centrally located hoses.
The areas we fly over extends from
the back of the Mt Lofty ranges, east
across to Mildura and south into the
Victorian wheat belt region. Our weather
is varied and challenging ranging from
frontal trough lines, sheer/thermal wave
and convective thermals that will take
June 2009

you to breathtaking heights; these conditions regularly provide long distance and
record speed tasks.
The clubroom facilities offer accommodation with excellent amenities including
toilets, showers, laundry and spacious
lounge and dining areas. Caravan and
camping areas are located adjacent to
the club facilities. Other facilities available
will include wireless internet and our
welcoming hospitality is guaranteed
to make your stay very pleasant.
Meals will be provided each day and
there will be a gourmet wind up dinner
and trophy presentation to be held in the
club rooms on the Friday evening; this
will allow our interstate visitors to use the
weekend to travel safely home.
This popular country town is well set
out with shops, hotel and supermarkets
all within a few minutes walk of the
town’s caravan tourist park. The width
of the river at Waikerie makes it popular
for all forms of water sports and fishing.
Many houseboats are available for rental
accommodation over the competition
period – wake up on the water in the
morning and enjoy the high sky in the
afternoon: great for your team morale.
An 18-hole, bunker-less golf course is in
good condition (despite the drought) as
it is able to source water from the town’s
waste water recycling scheme.

Waikerie

Competitors will require a fully
operational Flarm and an approved data
logger as listed in the competition rules.
Entries forms and information is available
on the Waikerie Gliding Club web site
[www.waikerieglidingclub.com.au]. The
organisers reserve the right to limit the
number of aircraft able to compete.
If you have any enquiries, please email
John at <comp@waikeriegliding.com>.
For those pilots looking for a little
practice why not join in with Waikerie
Coaching Week hosted by Bernard Eckey
and Ingo Renner from 27 December to
3 January 2010.
We look forward to welcoming you
to Waikerie and having some great flying
and fun over the contest period.
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AERO 2009  THE MECCA
OF SPORTS’ AVIATION
Bernard Eckey
TRADITIONALLY, THE BIANNUAL AERO TRADE FAIR IS HELD AT FRIEDRICHSHAFEN, A TOWN IN
SOUTHERN GERMANY. IT IS A LOVELY PLACE AND FULL OF AVIATION HISTORY! NOT ONLY IS IT
NESTLED RIGHT AT THE NORTHERN SHORES OF LAKE CONSTANCE, BUT IT IS ALSO LOCATED WITHIN
A STONE’S THROW OF SWITZERLAND AND AUSTRIA. ON A CLEAR DAY IT ALLOWS BEAUTIFUL VIEWS
OF SNOWCOVERED SWISS ALPS AND THE MILD AND PLEASANT TEMPERATURES ATTRACT A LOT OF
TOURISTS TO THE AREA. A VISIT TO THE ZEPPELIN AIRSHIP MUSEUM RIGHT IN THE CENTRE OF TOWN
IS AN ABSOLUTE MUST FOR EVERY VISITOR KEEN ON AVIATION HISTORY.

B

ut when the AERO is on, all of this plays
second fiddle. Aviation enthusiasts from
all corners of the globe arrive in droves
to attend an exhibition like no other.
Military hardware or commercial airliners
are totally absent and government buyers
or airline executives are nowhere to be
found. This trade fair caters almost exclusively for sports’ aviation and producers
of anything remotely related to this
sector are flooding in from around the
world. No manufacturer can afford to
miss the chance to present his goods and
services right in the heart of Europe.
Hotel accommodation can be a real

Designer Martin Heide proudly presenting the new
ASH 30 Mi fuselage
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problem though: visitors are often forced
to fly in or book accommodation in towns
as far as 50km away.
On arrival one can’t help but notice
the large number of aircraft in the circuit.
Demo flights are conducted until last
light, only to be interrupted by RTP traffic,
aerobatic displays or airship take-offs.
Everything from radio controlled models
to light business jets is on display but
gliding addicts usually make a beeline for
the first and biggest of the 12 exhibition
halls. It is packed with exhibits from the
world’s most reputable manufacturers of
gliders and gliding accessories. This report
was deliberately kept short and is confined to some innovations and new
developments in the gliding sector.
The two major manufacturers,
Schleicher and Schempp-Hirth, had the
biggest stands, but with two brand new
gliders on display the Schleicher booth
was by far the biggest crowd magnet.
Of course, the prototype of the ASH 31
Mi with its fuel injected rotary engine and
its 18 or 21m wingspan options proved
to be the biggest attraction. At times it
was difficult to get near it and attempts
to take photos proved pointless. Almost
the same crowd numbers assembled
around the fuselage of the new Open
Class two-seater ASH 30Mi. At peak times
many glider pilots waited for more than
an hour to try these aircraft for size.
Designer Martin Heide kept answering
questions all day long while encouraging
visitors to put forward suggestions for
further refinements.

Coming straight from its maiden flight
the Arcus two-seater was the main attraction at the Schempp-Hirth stand. The
interest in this new flapped 20m glider
was also quite considerable.
According to factory staff the Duo
Discus fuselage was married to the new
wing but the recently lengthened cockpit
appears to have moved the C of G further
forward necessitating an even greater forward sweep of the newly-developed wing.
Kinks in the outer wing are nowhere near
as pronounced as with earlier versions of
the D2 and the Ventus. A turbo version
will also become available and a selflauncher is currently under development.
Lange aviation is back in business
and had the 20 and 18m version of the
Antares on display. A two-stroke sustainer
engine was sprouting from the fuselage
of the 18m version, a total surprise for
visitors and competitors alike. Although
the project is clearly in the very early
stages of development it appears to signal
a philosophy change. In the past the
company appeared to be firmly focused
on electrically powered gliders. But the
love of everything electrical is still evident
when looking at a new flashlight design.
It is integrated into the leading edge of
the Antares fin and should assist pilots
spotting an aircraft on a collision course.
According to the manufacturer, modern
LED technology ensures moderate power
consumption and adequate light intensity.
DG Flugzeugbau displayed an LS 10
fuselage next to a DG 1001 with selflaunch capability. Instead of using a
June 2009
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Soaring Calendar
AUSTRALIA
12th National Pico Fly-In
18 to 20 September 2009
The biggest gathering of PPG pilots in Australia. As
usual in Milbrulong, NSW ( east of Lockhart and south
of Wagga Wagga). Camping on the sportsground and
limitless flying from one of Jeff’s paddocks. Those new
to the sport or interested to get involved are all welcome,
a great place to learn from the more experienced
pilots. Join in for a fun weekend of extreme PPG flying.
For details refer to [www.thepico.com.au] or contact
the organisers Jeff 02 69206233 or Jos 02 60265658.

Bunyan Wave Camp 2009
19 to 27 September 2009

The new ARCUS from Schempp-Hirth

Photos: Bernard Eckey
toothed belt the company seems to be
well on the way to introduce a chain
drive to deliver power from the engine
to the propeller. With the exception of an
electrically operated undercarriage other
changes appear to be largely cosmetic.
Quite a few other gliders and motor
gliders were shown, but most of them are
only certified under design rules which
do not allow their use for hire and reward
or training. Most manufacturers are feeling the strain from the current economic
downturn and some of them will find it
hard to survive if these difficult times continue for much longer. Others have put
their trust in innovation and flexibility.
One of them is Anschau – the manufacturer of the Komet clamp shell trailer.
Their latest design is available for €5990
ex-works and is suitable for 15m or modern 18m gliders. A price tag of approximately A$12000 represents a huge saving
compared to previous models. The top
model, on the other hand, comes with a
remote controlled electrical lifting mechanism for the trailer top. Luxury poor, but
according to the manufacturer sometimes
a necessity for pilots with back problems!
Winch launching seems to become
more popular than ever. The number of
winches on display was matched by the
number of manufacturers of plastic rope
and accessories. Modern plastic ropes
appear to provide an equal or better
service life than conventional steel cables,
but require carefully designed drums
and spreaders.
The AERO organisers are well on their
way to making the trade fair an annual
event. However, rumours indicate that
some glider manufacturers find it hard to
justify the considerable costs involved and
might not be present at the show in 2010.
June 2009

Canberra Gliding Club Inc. For details and to register
your interest go to [www.canberragliding.org] or
contact Stuart Ferguson 0419 797508 – <sdf01@
bigpond.com>. Oxygen will be available at Bunyan

Queensland State Gliding
Championships 2009
26 September to 3 October 2009
Hosted by the Darling Downs Soaring Club at
McCaffrey Field, Jondaryan. All classes. For further
information <info@ddsc.org.au>.

49th Multi-class Nationals
4 to 15 October 2010
Hosted by the Darling Downs Soaring Club at Dalby
Aerodrome. For further information <info@ddsc.org.au>.

Melbourne Cup Vintage Rally
31 October to 8 November 2009

• • • • • • • • •

VGA Annual Rally
9 to 16 January 2010
Bordertown-Keith Gliding Club, SA. It just keeps
getting better! Contact Ian Patching <patching@
westnet.com.au>, [www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.
au], [www.brookmanonline.com].

OVERSEAS
World Air
Games 2009
7 to 13 June 2009
Torino, Italy. [www.worldairgames.org].

17th FAI HG Class 1 Worlds
20 June to 4 July 2009
Montagne de Chabre, Laragne-Ribiers, France. Cat 1,
World Championship [www.chabre2009.com/].

Austrian Alps HG Rally
5 to 9 August 2009
Guided tour across premier HG sites of Austria
in the peak flying season. Every launch offers
the chance to fly over 300km. The current World
record for longest triangle flight of 407km is from
Greifenburg. Day 1: Greifenburg to Zillertal. Day 2:
Zillertal to Koessen. Day 3: Koessen to Altaussee.
Day 4: Altaussee to Zell am See. Day 5: Zell am See
to Greifenburg. Check the course on Google Earth.
Cost: €$975, includes accomodation, transport,
retrieve, snacks and drinks. Contact <michi.friesi@
gmail.com> for more info.
Other international events can be found
at [http://events.fai.org/].

Bendigo Gliding Club, VIC. Time to forget those winter chills, have fun and fly! Contact Dave Goldsmith,
<hutter17@bigpond.com>, [www.bendigogliding.org.au].

Narromine Cup Week
22 to 28 November 2009
Further information contact Beryl Hartley <Hartley@
avionics.com.au> or phone 02 68892733 (bh).

NSW State Gliding
Championships 2009
28 November to 5 December 2009
Hosted by Bathurst Soaring Club and Narromine GC
at Narromine aerodrome in the week following the
Narromine Cup. All classes. Go to [www.nswgc2009.
com.au] or contact <colinturner@bigpond.com>.

2009 Australian Junior
Nationals (Joeyglide)
12 to 19 December 2009
Narromine, NSW. A competition for pilots under the
age of 26. Further information [www.joeyglide.com].

48th Multi-class Nationals
4 to 15 January 2010
Waikerie, SA. Entries are open online [http://waikerie
gliding.com/multiclass/enter.html], record your
interest at [http://waikeriegliding.com/multiclass/
interest.html]. Full time flying operations will
be underway from 27 December 2009 including
the successful Coaching Week where you can
finetune your skills. Accommodation, caravan and
camping spaces available at the airfield. Please
email <bookings@waikerieglidingclub.com.au>
for more information or see [http://waikeriegliding.
com/Accommodation.htm]. Off-site accommodation
can all be found at [www.waikerietourism.com.
au/Accommodation.htm]. For further enquires email
<comp@waikeriegliding.com>.
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SO YOU WANT TO BE
A HANG GLIDER PILOT?
Bob Hayes
YES, HANG GLIDING IS DIFFERENT. DIFFERENT FROM EVERY OTHER SPORT YOU HAVE TRIED.

S

o to help out would-be participants
to our sport, here are some key tips
to ease you into the exciting world
of hang gliding;

“What skills do I need to become a hang
glider pilot?
First things first.
Be ready to learn to sit still for long
periods of time. This will help you adjust
to the long periods of hang-waiting, an
essential part of the sport. Also work
on your long distance vision. This will
help you to be the first to spot the wind,
enabling you to jump up and confidently
announce: “It’s coming in!” Then try and
beat everyone else off the hill.

Bruce Atkinson and Gary Hickson waiting for it to come on
at Ben Nevis early 2006, both have been flying for 30 years
each, total of 60 years

You will need to get a tattoo.
So the question is, “What sort of
tattoo?” Something tasteful, like a fullback eagle?
Any bird of prey is good. Willywagtails don’t cut it. Neither do flowers,
geckos or frogs.
Most clubs have a special division of
officers that patrol known hang gliding
sites and have the power to search for
tattoos when required. If you do not have
a tattoo, they are authorised to administer one – of their choosing – on the spot.
They do not have a sense of humour.
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Now, I know you are thinking, ‘I’ve
seen non-tattooed hang glider pilots.’
Trust me, they had a tattoo. It was
probably very discreet, because lots of
hang glider pilots still live at home and
don’t want their mum’s to know they
have a tattoo…
You’ll need to learn to run. Not just
run, but run at things… like the edge of
cliffs. And not just little ballerina steps,
but big manly steps… even if you are a
girl. You’ll need to run like you mean it,
full effort, as hard as you can. Oh, did
we mention the 30kg of glider you’ll be
taking with you?
You will need to learn another
language.
You must be able to understand what
the following means: ‘two fists above the
bar’ – and nod knowingly when it is said.
Pretty soon you’ll find yourself saying
things like, “I had it cored until it spat
me out” – and everyone around you will
nod knowingly…
You will use the words ‘cloud suck’
in conversations seriously and without
sniggering…
Pretend to know what the others are
talking about when they mention washout, span effects on performance, and
elliptic lift distribution. Don’t be alarmed
if you don’t know what they are talking
about – neither do they.
Talk to yourself. This will help you feel
less self-conscious when your radio locks
on and everyone on channel can hear
you saying, “C’mon baby, let me have
it… c’mon a little more, a little more…
*#^*#^… where did it go? *#^*#^…
NONONONONO NO! *#^*#^… (suddenly
calm and professional) Okay, I’m on final
and preparing to land at…

Anything else I need to know?
Yes. Hang gliding by-laws permit the use
of whining and/or nagging and/or childish
tantrums/hissy fits to wives, girlfriends or
significant others to persuade them that
you must, simply must go flying that day
because the wind may never, ever come

on as good as today and everyone else
will be there and besides, the lawn will
still be there tomorrow and the shopping
is quicker when it is done by one person.
It is important to bore your non-hang
gliding friends with endlessly entertaining
stories of your flying. No matter if the
flight was only 15 seconds long.
Longer flights, particularly cross-country flights, need to be recalled in minute
detail, preferably in real time, with
accompanying video, photo and GPS
uploads, if possible.
Be available to drive for your hang
gliding ‘friends’ when they have epic
cross-country flights. This will usually
involve short notice and long drives into
places you have never been lost in before.
On the drive home, they will generously
explain all the reasons you would not
have been able to fly that far or that
well. Then they will talk about the flight
in minute detail and in real time, with
video, photo and GPS uploads.
You need to change your homepage
to the Bureau of Meteorology site.
Best not to have an overactive
embarrassment gland.
This will come in useful when you have
landed perfectly on the beach, swooping
elegantly, yet bravely from the heavens
down to a no-stepper in front of the
wide-eyed and deeply impressed bikiniclad girls with a perfectly timed flare.
You will look (and feel) really cool.
Now, try and get that glider off the
beach with any semblance of coolness
or even dignity. It is not possible. You will
look like a wounded albatross.
Do the best you can, and try not to
make eye contact with the now not-asimpressed-as-they-were-a-minute-ago
bikini girls. Ignore their cruel laughter.
Try and land in front of kids. They will
think you are a special agent on a secret
mission. They will not laugh at you. If
they do, threaten them with mysterious
special agent powers.
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Flying Johanna, Victoria, late 2006

Photos: Phillip Campbell
Learn to mock paraglider pilots. It’s
okay, they expect this sort of behaviour
from hang glider pilots. In fact, they start
to worry if they are not mocked when
standing on the hill, or in the air, or in
the landing zone.
Refer to hang gliding by-laws for
appropriate insults.

How long does it take to become
a hang glider pilot?
Only once you have mastered the above
skills will it be possible to call yourself a
hang glider pilot. It may take months, it
may take years. Some never achieve it.
It will take as long as it takes.
It might also be useful to contact an
instructor, get lessons, practice, practice,
practice, get signed off, buy some good
equipment, join the local club, practice,
practice, practice, enter competitions,
read flying books, join hang gliding
forums, talk to as many pilots as you are
able to, practice, practice, practice, buy
some better equipment, absorb as much
information as you can from local flyers
and fly as often as you can.
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Above: Spion, Victoria
Right: This hang glider rack was made
from duct tape and fence posts

Finally and most importantly, learn
to drink beer. Lots of beer. Only after
flying though, so as to enhance others
appreciation of your flying stories.
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HGFA General Manager’s Report
What Has The HGFA Board Done
For Hang Gliding And Paragliding?
Following on from previous articles,
which referred to the works being done
for the weightschift microlight side of our
membership, I note that there has been
some comment on the Forum asking what
has been done for the hang gliding and
paragliding membership. The following
is a short list of some of the benefits that
the HGFA has provided its HG and PG
members over the last year:
New And Continued Site Access
Tasmania has achieved two new areas
of operation with the assistance of the
HGFA contributing in negotiation and
supporting advices. One of these is into
CTA which has also involved liaison by
the HGFA with CASA and Office of Airspace Regulation.
Similar works have been in progress
with HGFA making significant efforts
in providing advice, negotiations and
liaisons for access of the Albury airspace.
The HGFA has also been providing
attendance and contribution to meetings
regarding continued access at Rainbow
Beach, where National Parks are reviewing the numbers of participants flying at
any one time and the ongoing licences
provided to the club and operators in
the area.
Alice Springs remains accessible
because of the work that has been put
in by the HGFA for the continuation of
special operating procedures in the area.
Yarra Glen powered paragliding
operations local procedures have been
drafted with the assistance of the HGFA
and negotiation with the local authorities
to provide continued access to this area
of operations.
Mosman Park in Western Australia
has also had significant consultancy,
documentation drafting and council
liaison by the HGFA to secure this site for
ongoing access.
Insurance
The passenger insurance option has been
negotiated to be held open for HG and
PG members. You may recall that this
option was previously voted down by
those holding passenger endorsements.
The insurer has been asked to hold this
option open for our HG and PG members
even when they see little economic value
in keeping it as an option.
Perhaps the most significant insurance
achievement for HG and PG is the successful negotiation for the inclusion of
ground to air training through radio
control. This is almost exclusive value to
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the HG and PG training operations. It is
also one of the higher risk components to
the insurance premium matrix. Without
HGFA’s successful negotiation in this area
of insurance we would see no training
insurance and an almost complete drop
off of HG and PG instructors.
The successful negotiation for quarterly reassessment of insurance premiums,
unique worldwide to the HGFA allows
HG and PG instructors an extremely cheap
insurance premium by being able to
insure by segments of the year instead of
the standard single year round premium
which all other training organisations
have to accept.
It should be remembered that a
vote was put to the membership in 2006
to take up passenger insurance for all
members. The vote result was that no
passenger cover be incorporated into
the standard HGFA insurance. However,
the HGFA negotiated with the insurer
to leave this option on the table for
those individuals that wish to take the
insurance up. The recent decision to take
up the WM passenger insurance was
made on a commercial viability basis
in order to retain WM members.
For HG and PG members the option
to take up passenger cover remains an
individual choice. Naturally it would be
cheaper per head (but still costlier overall to current insurance premiums) if
the majority of the HG and PG membership decided that passenger insurance
be a mandatory inclusion in our overall
insurances.
Hang Gliding Pilot Training
(Future Membership)
The HGFA has been working with several
clubs to develop training modules for
the induction of hang glider members.
Hang gliding has the highest downturn
of membership in all sport aviation. This
is not unique in Australia but is being
experienced world wide. Not only are
we seeing fewer members taking up the
sport but we are seeing fewer instructors
training the hang gliding skills.
Training Texts
The HGFA has secured the distributor
rights for the Cheney hang gliding reference text in Australia. Not particularly by
design but through discussion with the
publisher and other vendors in Australia
the HGFA was considered the best option
for ensuring the text was available to all
Australian pilots and training facilities.
This has meant a significant minimum
purchase and stock pile on behalf of the
HG membership.

• • • • • • • • •

Airspace Privilege
The HGFA, with the assistance of ASAC,
has been able to extend access privilege
beyond 10 000ft for HG and PG operations
with the use of oxygen. This now matches
the same privilege as GFA operations.
Constitutional Assistance
The HGFA has provided clubs and State
associations with significant constitution
advices over the last year as these affiliate
organisations have been conducting
review of their membership requirements.
These organisations are almost exclusively
focused on HG and PG operations.
Competition
The HGFA continues to fund and support
the HG and PG World teams, the Competition Committee meetings, the CIVL
representation at plenary meetings overseas, regular administration of the FAI
database for Australian pilots and the
provision of FAI sanctioned events in
Australia. There is a significant amount
of background work that goes into each
of these areas which benefits both competition and non competition pilots alike.
HG/PG Benefits From WM Initiatives
The HGFA has for some years been less
than proactive on behalf of the WM
membership. The general focus of the
State associations, to whom funding
is provided through the old State levy
system, has almost always been exclusively
toward hang gliding and paragliding
operations, whether that be for the
maintenance of or access to sites, for
pilot training nights or for representation
at international competitions, etc. Via
the State levy system all pilots (HG/PG
and WM) have contributed funds for
sport development in their state. Seldom
has the WM membership reaped any
benefit from their contributions to their
State organisations.
Over the years these members have
provided State associations with a considerable amount of money. The current
Board is attending to rectify this issue
and move on a number of incentives to
support and maintain not only our WM
membership, but for all members and
groups of pilots who may previously have
had difficulty in accessing these funds. It
should be remembered that any loss in
the WM constituency will have a direct
impact on the HG and PG membership
through membership fee increases to
cover any absence of WM memberships.
This list is by no means exhaustive,
but it does provide some insight into the
works that the HGFA has been doing on
behalf of the HG and PG membership. I
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trust that this helps to enlighten members
at least a little of what the HGFA has
been doing on their behalf.

Arrival Of New Training Books
New stocks of reference texts have arrived
and are now available for order. These are:
•

The HGFA Forum

‘The Art of Paragliding (Beginner to
Intermediate)’ by Denis Pagen;
‘Hang Gliding for Beginners’, new
edition by Cheney;
‘Understanding the Sky’ by the
Denis Pagen.

Without going into the technical detail of
it I would like to establish for clarity that
the disappearance of the HGFA Forum
was unintentional and not a deliberate
erasure of ‘unsavoury views’. However
convenient the loss of the forum content
may appear, there is no conspiracy behind
its loss.

•

Disciplinary Panel Personnel
(Call For volunteers)

50 Years Celebration Of The Birth
Of Hang Gliding

One of the great benefits of the HGFA
disciplinary process is that when called to
a tribunal the member on charge has their
review by peers. This is a strength of a
membership and self-regulatory association. However, where this process falls
short is the stock of resources that can be
called upon to take seat on a tribunal.
Further to this is the understanding
of the tribunal process held by those that
take a panel seat and their level of understanding of the procedures that may be in
question relating to the member charge.
Members who find themselves in front
of the tribunal for any reason are entitled
to a speedy process of hearing. Often
finding panel members takes time which
prolongs the process. To assist in ensuring
the process can be undertaken in a speedy
manner, the HGFA Board has asked that
volunteers be called for, so a reserve of
resources can be maintained and called
upon for either a seat on a tribunal panel
or a seat on a tribunal appeal panel.
Once a list of names has been established some training in the tribunal process will be provided. Any member intending to volunteer should take into account
the following requirements:
They need to be available on call for
placement on tribunal panel and need
to be familiar with the various rules and
operational procedures in a discipline or
across disciplines.
Applicants should notify the General
Manager to have their name listed for
tribunal panel duty. Applicants will be
screened for their experience and positions within the organisation. The intent
is to gather a cross-section of approximately 20 panel resources. Once collected, the
list will be provided to the Board who will
make the final selection of resources as is
their responsibility under the Constitution.

In 2013 it will be 50 years since John
Dickenson invented the modern hang
glider. With the recent bid for the Worlds
HG Championship going so close, losing
to Italy by only three votes, there is a
strong chance that Australia may win the
bid for 2013. This would be an excellent
focal event to highlight the 50-year celebration of the birth of the sport of hang
gliding. A concept proposal was put
to the Board at the April meeting to
combine multiple events over the next
years, leading up to a finale for the 50year celebration.
The concept was met favourably as an
the underlying theme to push for public
awareness for our sport(s), help drive
for membership intake, inspire existing
members to initiate local programs with
the support of their state associations and
to gain funding through these activities
and ultimately honour those who have
contributed to the sport over 50 years.
Applications are now being invited
from members who wish to be a part of
this program to form a committee that
will liaise with the Board on proposed
activities for the celebration. Please
direct your interest to be a part of this
committee to the General Manager.
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•

This last text is a must for all sport aviators who utilise the natural environment
to fly. Contact the HGFA Office for details
on ordering these texts.

406MHz ELTs And New Laws
For Trikes Flying Over 50nm
From Take-off
A reminder to all members that since
1 February 2009 search and rescue satellites no longer detect 121.5/243MHz signals form old Emergency Location Transmitters (ELTs) and will now only detect and
respond to the signal from a 406MHz unit.
As a consequence of this move to
newer technology, certain Civil Aviation
Orders need to be altered. Included
in these changes are changes to the
exemptions relating to HGFA, RA-Aus and

ASRA aeroplanes, gyroplanes and trikes.
Legislation is being drafted which will
require these aircraft to carry an ELT or
PLB (406kHz) if
a) they have more than one seat; and
b) are travelling more than 50nm from
their point of take-off.
The requirement to conform with the
new drafted legislation (CAR 252A) will
still allow exemption from carriage of ELT
or PLB for all aircraft which are
•
•
•

on flights within 50nm of take-off;
gliders;
single-seat aircraft.

This means that the new regulation
will have no impact on CAO 95.8 gliders,
CAO 95.10 aeroplanes/trikes or CAO 95.12
or 95.12.1 single-seat gyroplanes.
The decision to include ELT requirements for these sport/recreational aircraft
comes from their increased cross-country
capability, radically decreasing costs of
ELTs/PLBs, the risk to search and rescue
personnel posed by these aircraft when
searching remote areas and the costs to
society as a whole for a rescue.
The new ELTs require registration,
giving more personal identification to
the aircraft carrying it. Satellites can
locate a 406MHz ELT within about two
kilometres which can cut down the search
area by a factor of 100. The average time
to find an aircraft with a 406Mhz ELT is
around four hours, versus 10 to 15 hours
with the old system.
With these advantages to consider
CASA now finds that it can no longer justify exempting our sport and recreational
aircraft from this requirement.

HG Worlds Championship
By the time you have gotten round to
reading this GM report, the Australian
Hang Gliding National Team will be about
to commence their challenge for the
World Championship in France. Thank you
to all the members who have contributed
in support of this challenge.
We wish the team all the best for the
challenge ahead of them. The HGFA looks
forward to supporting the bid to bring
the 2013 Worlds to Australia.
Safe Flying one and All.

HGFA GENE RAL MA NAGER

Chris Fogg
PO Box 258, Helensburgh NSW 2508
Ph/fax: 02 4294 9300, mob: 0417 766356
Email <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>
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Coaches’ Corner
HEIGHT BAND SELECTION
Graham Garlick

I

n soaring, time is always the essence,
whether to go fast, fly for records, racing,
or distance. Time is lost if too many thermals are taken, time is lost because of
the time taken to centre lift; time is lost
because lift often drops off towards the
top of the thermal. A soaring pilot needs
to push on and maintain cruise in the
levels where lift is only at its best.
Remember the rules:
•
•

In climb, fly in lift, never in sink:
maximise the rate of climb.
In cruise, minimise sink by following
lines of energy.

There is also a correlation between
the height of the boundary layer or
convection room and thermal spacing.
Generally if the convection room rises
the lift will be proportionally stronger
but remember that the spacing between
increases. Thermals are likely to be fewer
but stronger so to enhance performance
aim to stay in the best height band and
avoid getting low.
The model offered is as a guide to
pilots who are new to cross-country
soaring in order to increase speed and
reduce the risk of outlanding.
In Australia the convection room
is limited by either the inversion, or
cloudbase. The above strategy splits the
convection room into three parts with the
aim to keep within the upper 50% level

Aim to fly in
the cruise level.

Cruise level
50%

If over convection
occurs stay in top 30%.
When climb rate
reduces to two thirds
move on.

Insurance level
25%

Survival level
25%

Aim to return to
the cruise level.
Reduce speed.

Ground read. Fly
over trigger points.
Keep outlanding
options.
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whilst flying at the selected MacCready
speed for the expected conditions ahead.
If there is overcast due to over convection
or extensive cloud, raise the cruise level to
fly in the top 30%.
The lower half of the convection
room is then split into two quadrants, the
upper quadrant being the insurance level.
On entering this level the aim should be
to return to the cruise level as quickly
as possible, bearing in mind that it may
be necessary to reduce the MacCready
setting in order to extend the glide by
widening the search area to increase the
probability of finding lift. Scan both the
ground and clouds. Be cautious if it is
overcast and use optimum glide to reach
any sunny spots or indications that may
spawn lift.
In the bottom, survival, quadrant
safety is paramount; always keep in mind
suitable outlanding options. The aim here
is to remain airborne and dig oneself out
of the hole in the shortest time; patience
and tenacity will be required. Fly over
as many hot spots and trigger sources as
possible, and if very low and there is only
minimum sink, stay with it as the thermal
will usually build up. Be observant, look
for any movement, smoke, a breeze, other
sailplanes, birds, debris, dust, etc, and a
trigger that may release a thermal. Once
at a safe height, and this will vary according to the experience of the pilot, climb
into the next insurance layer sampling the
lift and climbing back into the cruise level
in the shortest possible time.
Hone and practice the skills of low
level flying near your home airfield
during periods of light traffic. A soaring
pilot should be comfortable flying at low
levels whilst turning in either direction.
The above is just a guide and the
levels may need to be adjusted according
to the conditions. Say for over-convection,
strong headwinds, to cross mountains, unlandable terrain or at the end of the day.
The chosen height band may change
according to the objective of the pilot.
During a record flight attempt using thermals alone, a pilot will plan to be always
in the cruise band, and if during a short

speed record any time in the lower levels
will limit the chance of breaking a record.
On the other hand, the strategy of a pilot
in competition may be dictated by the
rules. If the penalties for outlanding are
high a conservative stance may be taken,
however, if there is an opportunity to drop
the worst day then a more aggressive
stance could be taken. If a pilot is well in
the lead then there is a tendency to be
more conservative with a reduced risk of
outlanding. On the other hand, someone
catching up will be aggressive and may
accept higher risk of outlanding.
A pilot should determine the level of
risk for the flight and select the height
band accordingly. In competition the
contest director dictates the launch time
and the pilot should be able to select a
height band based on the forecast and
sampling before start. Once on departure,
lift will be well established and the
convection room will rise slightly during
the flight in a given air mass.
On the other hand, if flying for a
badge or the On-Line Contest (OLC) then
a different approach may be applied. At
the start of convection lift may only go to
3000 to 4000ft and the lower limit of the
cruise band may only be 1500 to 2000ft
above ground. As the day progresses the
convection height will increase and so will
the lift but be aware that the spacing will
widen. For example, if thermals are going
to 6000ft then a cruise band of 3000 to
5500ft should be used. Then as the day
matures with thermals say to 9000ft select
a cruise band between 4500 to 8500ft
whilst trying to avoid the lower insurance
level. If caught in this lower level only
accept weaker lift in order to return
to the cruise level. Keep sampling and
pushing on, trading risk against speed.
Sample the air continuously, only taking climbs when required to maintain
flight in the selected cruise level. Taking
every thermal to the top is a recipe for
slow progress unless scratching at the start
of convection, or at the end of the day.
Really, it’s quite simple! Stay high,
fly fast, and don’t land out. Or is it?
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The Last Barron Hilton Cup
Terry Cubley

T

he Barron Hilton Cup is a special
competition that is run worldwide over a two-year cycle. The
winners in each of eight regions
are the pilots who fly the longest handicapped distance in that region during the
two years. The prize is an all expenses
paid trip to Barron Hilton’s Flying M
Ranch in Nevada, USA for the winner and
one guest.
The 2009 camp is, unfortunately, to be
the last; after 30 years Barron has finally
had to pull out of the event. It seems he
has sold the Hilton Hotels, and I guess
30 years is long enough to be sponsoring
this type of prize.
Previous Australians who have visited
the Ranch include Ingo Renner 1983
(World champion), Brad Edwards 1991
(World champion), Bruce Tuncks 1993,
Chris Stephens 1995, Tom Claffey 1999,
Mark Bland 2001, Malcolm Williams 2003
and Shinzo Takizawa 2005.
I tried and completed a 1030km flight
in December 2008 but made a technical
error with my flight declaration so it could
not be counted. I decided to have another
shot in the 2009 season, but the weather
seemed less than cooperative until January
when we had four to five days with temperatures in the 40s. I checked out the
current standing and Mannie McLaughlin
from South Africa was winning the
Australia/Africa region with a flight of
1107km in his ASG29. With the handicap
of my LS3 I only needed to complete a
1020km triangle – should be easy!
Friday 30 January looked good and I
managed to arrange a day off from work,
Rob Moore offered to launch me and was
also my Official Observer. I very carefully
loaded in my task declaration and prepared for the 1038km flight. The morning
was hot, but we needed about 36ºC to
break the inversion. It was quite still at
10:15am so we delayed launch until 10:45,
then the first cu formed near to the airfield – too late already. I started at 11am
and the first climbs were to 5000, then
7000 and then 10000ft. The one cu in
the sky was quickly behind me, but the
thermals in the blue were quite good at
about six to seven knots.
The first leg was a little slower than
hoped for, with a 20km/h headwind,
mainly because there was little streeting.
The 280km to a small siding near to
Hawker at the start of the Flinders Ranges
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was very pretty but rather desolate. I
turned at 2pm at about 10 000ft, but was
a little behind schedule. Still the cu were
now quite good towards the eastern turn
at Mildura 440km away so I should be
able to make up some time. This was a
fairly fast leg, certainly for the first half,
with good cumulus and streeting. The
track is well north of Waikerie over scrub
country with very limited outlanding
options, and my trace shows a gradual
move to the south to get a little closer to
civilisation every time I got below 9000ft.
One hundred kilometres north of
Waikerie there are a few sandy clearings
so you can land, but how you would get
out of there is a different matter. The cu
started to cycle more and become less
frequent as I headed into Victoria, and
blued out about 50km before the turn at
Mildura/Redcliffs. It was now 5pm which
is when I needed to be turning Redcliffs
but I had to play it a little cautious as the
cu were less reliable with a big blue hole
in and out. I turned at 5:25pm, 320km to
go and still behind time, but still achievable, provided the day went long enough.
A five-knot climb to 10 000ft near Lake
Culluleraine meant that I could at least
get to Renmark; another four-knot climb
near the border to 8000ft meant I could
get to Waikerie: maybe the bar would be
open? There was some over-development
in the cu ahead and everything started to
feel a little soft, but there were still some
solid parts to give some hope.
At 6:45pm I found four knots at 5000ft
and just decided to stay and climb as high
as I could. At 7:10pm I topped out at
11 500ft with 140km to go, but the final
glide said I could just make it. There was
a seabreeze coming up the Murray ahead
of me so I deviated towards it and eventually found some good air which enabled
me to maintain height and improved
my final glide to 1000ft above. I sat very
patiently on 65kt and just counted the
numbers down. It was getting harder to
see ahead looking into the sun and I didn’t
want to risk doing a last minute outlanding so just stayed calmly on the glide. I
crossed the finish line at 8:03pm. Brian Rau
was waiting for me with a beer, which
I must say was very pleasant. The Barron
Hilton was in the bag!
I couldn’t get any response regarding
the BHC claim and called in some favours
from Jenny Thompson, Pam Kurstjens and
Beryl Hartley to help me chase up the
reasons. (Thanks ladies!) Eventually I got

Terry Cubley after his 1000km flight

The terrain

Photos: Brian Rau

a response from the OLC people, another
technical issue – my declared finish point
and start point were 200m apart and the
system said that this was not a ‘closed
task’. I was a little disheartened as you
can imagine – it seems that I would need
to complete a hundred 1000km flight to
finally get the rules right.
Eventually I made a request to the
OLC and BHC guys and asked them to
review the ruling. At this point I was contacted by Mannie McLaughlin, the competition leader, and I explained my tale of
woe to him. He came back a couple of
weeks later and pointed out some rules
from the sporting code that would make
my claim legitimate, as far as he was concerned the flight should be allowed: now
that is a real sportsman! I forwarded this
information to the BHC people and again
waited. In early April I looked at the BHC
website again, but this time discovered
that my name was now displayed as the
winner of the Africa/Australia region; they
had reconsidered the ruling and had
accepted the flight.
I am now waiting on detail of the BHC
camp and have started packing my bags
again. The 1000km flight was the easiest
part of the whole process: it has certainly
been an emotional rollercoaster, but I am
not complaining.
Soaring Australia
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International Gliding
Commission 2009
Terry Cubley

T

he IGC is the international body for
gliding, and meets annually, usually at
Lausanne in Switzerland. This year 32
countries were represented, each country
receiving one vote in critical decisions.
Luxembourg with only 100 members has
the same vote as Australia with 2400 members and Germany with 33000 members.
Decisions that may be of interest to
different groups of members follow:

Update On Prohibited Drugs
Gliding follows the same World Anti
Doping Agency (WADA) rules as any other
sport around the world. We recently
received exemption to the use of oxygen.
The new WADA code effective 3 January
2009 is available on the web [www.wadaama.org/en/].
A colourful anti-drug poster suitable
for clubs can be downloaded from the
web page.

Technology In Gliding OSTIV
Cockpit damage reports – OSTIV is
collecting data on the effectiveness
of gliding cockpits, with significant
improvement being made over recent
years. They are seeking continual
information and ask people to submit
cockpit damage reports after relevant
accidents. See OSTIV website [www.fai.
org/gliding/technology] for the form.
The new edition of the ‘Handbook
of Meteorological Forecasting for
Soaring Flight’ is finished and the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) will
print and publish it as a technical note
titled ‘Weather forecasting for soaring
flight’.

Grand Prix Final And Tracking

Coming World Championships

There have been problems with getting
countries to run the 2009 final due to the
economic meltdown. It is now confirmed
that it will be run in Chile, but pilots will
need to pay for themselves. Organisers
are seeking support to hopefully reduce
the costs.
The IGC is now calling for bids to
host qualifying GP in 2010-11. It seems at
least one Queensland club is interested
in hosting the Australian qualifier in 2010.
Tracking systems: The British
(Yellow Brick) tracking system was
used in England (they only flew one
day due to bad weather). See [www.
adventuretracking.com/airsports.
htm]. SPOT was used in Australia. Big
advancements being made in this area,
but cost is the limiting factor.

6th FAI Juniors’ World Gliding
Championships 2009 – Finland
There will be a practice competition
immediately before the event. Our
team of Nathan Johnson and Andrew
Maddocks is finalising their arrangements.
Good luck guys. Team Ccaptain is Mike
Maddocks.
5th FAI Women’s World Gliding
Championships 2009 – Hungary
Fifty plus entries so far. Australia will be
represented by Jenny Thompson. Good
luck Jenny. I assume Jeremy Thompson
will be Team captain and chief crew.
31st FAI World Gliding Championships
2010 – Slovak Republic
The organisers have lost city funding/
sponsorship so there are some budget
issues. They have some conflict with a
developer who may block part of the
airfield. The club class pre-worlds will see
team pilots Alan Barnes and Mike Codling
competing for Australia. Brendan English
is also going to compete in the PW5 class
(or is he flying his Cirrus?)
31st FAI World Gliding Championships
2010 – Hungary
Pre-worlds will be held immediately after
the women’s World championship, so
participants cannot go early. Eighteen
metre team pilots Graham Parker and
David Jansen will be flying together in an
Open Class two-seater

End Of Barron Hilton Soaring Cup
Barron Hilton cup ends this season after
30 years. Barron Hilton has sold the Hilton
Hotel chain so it is not economical for him
to continue to host the event. So if you
haven’t won it yet, it’s now too late.

On-Line Contest Is Growing
– Where Is Your Club?
The Club League is proving very popular
in encouraging pilots to fly cross-country.
There is a competition for Australia now,
won last year by the Gliding Club of
Victoria, but it had very few entries.
The Greek delegate has compiled a
report which shows participation in the
OLC by country – Australia is not doing
very well: our participation rate is very
low. Possibly a job for the club coaches?

A World Glider Pilot Profile

Virtual World Gliding Championships

The country development group for IGC
is collecting data on gliding from across
the world. They really need pilots to
submit a response to a members’ survey.
This can be accessed from the GFA web
page or directly on [http://igc-survey.fai.
org/survey/]. Two thousand five hundred
returns were made in the first week from
50 countries.

There is a proposal for virtual world
championships. Post frontal will run a
competition using Condor during the
World Air Games at Turin in July this year.
Pilots from around the world can race
against the gliding competitors at Turin,
using Condor. Results will be used to start
the world Virtual Ranking list
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Training And Safety Panel
Questioned if we all knew the five
situations for inadvertent spins? Low
circuit; low release and turning back;
low-slow final turn; pear turn (tightening
a turn when overshooting onto final);
tightening a turn when slow in a thermal.
The main discussion was around
human factors in training. I note that RAA
has now made this theory compulsory for
their pilots.
A copy of a draft report on gliding
safety will be placed on the IGC web
page.
It became apparent to me that there
is little communication between the TSP
and gliding instructors and panels world
June 2009

G FA
wide. Australia no longer attends TSP
meetings. Do we get information from
them? How is this distributed?

Continental Records May Be
Introduced
The FAI Sporting Code (General Section
and Section 3) to be modified to
include continental records for gliding
performances. This to ensure that you
don’t need to go to Argentina to fly a
record.
Agreed to allow any pilot to fly a
continental record in any continent.

Proposal For A 13.5m Class
It is proposed that a 13.5m class be
defined to allow all gliders and motor
gliders with a wingspan of 13.5 metres
and less to compete in FAI competitions.
This FAI 13.5m class will use handicaps,
such as those used in the FAI Club class,

to allow older and newer gliders to
participate, and to achieve competitive
fairness among all gliders. This FAI 13.5m
class will subsume and replace the FAI
World class at WGC and international
competitions.
Concerns expressed over flaps,
winglets, wing loading, competing in
world championships, etc. Carried as a
year one proposal to see what details the
proposers can provide.

A New Sporting Code Section 3
An updated sporting code will come
into effect on 1 October 2009. Pilots and
Official Observers be aware.
Cameras are gone. You can no longer
claim a badge or record using a camera.
You must use a flight recorder (logger)
The new code includes the use of
non-approved flight recorders for silver
and gold badge claims. Unfortunately,

the complicated rules developed seemed
to prohibit every type of commercial,
non-approved loggers. You will also
need to provide altitude evidence from a
barograph.

IGC Awards
Lilienthal Medal – Roland Stuck (France)
Pirat Gehriger Diploma – Max Stevens
(New Zealand)
Pelagia Majewska Medal – Doris Grove
(USA)

Elections of Officers
Officers are elected for two years
President – Bob Henderson (New Zealand)
First Vice-president – Eric Mozer (USA)
Five Vice-presidents – Goran Ax (Sweden),
Brian Spreckley (UK), Peter Platzer
(Austria), Visa-Matti Leinikki (Finland),
Roland Stuck (France)
Secretary – Peter Eriksen (Sweden)

GFA Executive Officer’s Report

John Welsh

GFA Executive Decisions
The GFA Executive are meeting in
Melbourne the weekend after this article
is written, however, several decisions have
been taken ahead of the meeting that
are worth noting.
First of all, the meeting was delayed
to take it out of the school holiday
period, resulting in welcome savings on
the airfare bill.
Acting on Board guidelines, the
Executive has increased all GFA fees and
charges by the CPI of 2.5% which was
announced by the Australian Bureau of
June 2009

Statistics in March 2009. This took effect
from the beginning of the 2009-10 GFA
financial year which started on 1 May.
The Executive also put up for tender
the brokerage of GFA’s major insurance
policies. OAMPS (our current broker) and
Honan Aviation were asked to submit
bids. The amount of information received
from all parties was detailed and directly
comparable with each other, requiring
careful study and consideration by each
member of the Executive. The Executive
voted to select OAMPS to continue to
provide brokerage. The exercise resulted
in some saving to GFA on the renewal of
the policies at the end of April.
Our term deposits were due up shortly
and the interest rate is expected to more
than half the eight percent we are receiving this now. The budget session at the
weekend is expected to be particularly
challenging. A report detailing the meeting will be in the next issue.

• • • • •

GLIDING FEDERATION
OF AUSTRALIA INC
Airworthiness Inspection

FORM 2 AND C OF A NOTICE
■

A Form 2 inspection is due. $160* payment
is enclosed

■

The C of A requires renewal. $41* payment
is enclosed and the existing C of A document
is returned

■

Initial registration package is required.
$390* payment is enclosed
* Fees include GST

Payment method:

■

Cheque
■ Credit Card ■ Direct Deposit
For internet payments, deposit into:
BSB: 013-442 Account No: 304729562

A) DOCUMENTATION REQUEST
■
■

Please send me a transfer of ownership document
Please send me a change of registered
operator document

Aircraft Type ...............................................................................
Registration marks VH – ...........................................................

Minutes of Meetings
Members can view minutes of all GFA
committees, including those of the
Board and the Executive, on the GFA
website. On the left hand menu, select
‘GFA Information’, then ‘Documents’,
then ‘Meeting Minutes’. Board/Executive
minutes are taken by the Executive
Officer, deciphered from notes taken
at the meeting and submitted in MS

Address to which documents are to be sent is:
Name .........................................................................................
Address ......................................................................................
....................................................................................................
State......................................................Postcode.......................
Forward to: GFA Airworthiness Secretary,
Level 1/34 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062.
Email: <Airworthiness@Ssec.gfa.org.au>
Fax: 03 9303 7960
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GFA Executive Officer’s Report
Word for proofreading to the Executive
before being posted on the website.
The deadline for Board/Executive
posting is usually three weeks after the
meeting. Any queries on any agenda
item are welcomed by the Executive
Officer, preferably by email. Members
are encouraged to take note of recent
meetings, as there are significant issues
arising. Communicate with your regional
committee and Board member.
Other committees take a longer or
shorter time, depending on the typing
skills of the minute taker.

Thanks to John Warrington, Simon
Hackett and Internode for arranging
this very useful service, which is also
recommended to our HGFA cousins.

The Last Barron Hilton Cup
Congratulations to Terry Cubley for
winning the biennial Hilton Cup for this
region. He will be attending a gathering
of regional winners and World champions
at the Hilton Ranch in Nevada in the
northern summer. Rob Moore reports
that this will be the last Hilton Cup season
as Barron Hilton has sold the ranch and
will not be continuing his patronage.

OAMPS Claims Report

CASA

Our broker has submitted their usual
insurance claims report for the last 12
months which are tabulated by type
below for the use of members and clubs
for their risk management. The insurance
claims totalled $1.1 million, two-thirds
of which were attributable to motorised
gliders (self-launchers and turbo included).
Notes: Categories are insurer’s
specifications and includes accidents
covered by OAMPS only, ‘Break-up
in flight’ is same accident with three
separate categories of claims on policies,
‘Heavy landings’ includes wheels-up. See
April edition, page 31, for more accident/
incident details from Chief Technical
Officer/Operations.

Deed of Agreement
The Deed of Agreement is the one where
GFA carried out certain functions and
delegations each year on behalf of CASA.
The quantum for this Deed is important
to the GFA budget, being over $112 000
per annum and is increased by the CPI
each year.
CASA has indicated through the
Australian Sport Aviation Confederation
(ASAC) that the next Deed of Agreement
for all sporting aviation organisations will
be based on addressing a risk management assessment carried out by a CASA
consultant. A preliminary meeting has
been held at the GFA office between
Aerosafe (CASA’s consultant) and some
members of GFA Board. The consultants
indicated that their target date for
reporting to CASA was June 2009.

National RASP Website
In case anyone missed it in the last issue,
a national RASP weather forecasting site
is now available at [http://glidingforecast.
on.net/RASP/RASPtable.html].

2008-09 OAMPS Insurance Claims

12 to 13 September 2009 AGM/ABM
(Annual Board Meeting) and Seminar –
Communication with members, overview
of progress in the previous year, appoint
GFA officers, plans for the FY 2010-11. To
be hosted by NSW Gliding. See you there!
Keep Looking and Keep It Safe!

6
5
3
1

1

1

Rain/flood

Wire strike

Other

Malicious damage

Heavy landing

Hail damage

Ground loop

Collision – other

Break-up mid flight

1

Propellor strike
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Automatic Dependent SurveillanceBroadcast Equipment (ADS-B)
Since last month’s report, contact has
been made with CASA’s Office of Airspace
Regulation (OAR) about glider flight at
and above FL 290 without ADSB after
12 December 2013.
The OAR have replied: “CASA will
grant such exemptions for unequipped
aircraft to fly in that airspace where it
can be demonstrated that safety and air
traffic management are not jeopardised.
This provision will be applied by CASA for
such glider events as wave gliding if it can
be demonstrated by the applicant that
the aircraft (gliders) involved in the event
will not be operating in an area which
can create a collision hazard to other
aircraft operating in the airspace at or
above FL290, or otherwise jeopardising
air traffic management.
Of course this is typically arranged
through a Letter of Agreement with
Airservices Australia – Air Traffic Control
and an Airspace Change Proposal for
a Danger Area in Class C or A airspace
(in order to vary the air traffic services
provided to and about gliders).
At the time the GFA applies, and
CASA approves any wave gliding airspace
arrangements after December 2013, an
instrument of exemption for the carriage
of ADS-B for the aircraft involved would
also be arranged as part of the airspace
management agreement.”
These arrangements reflect those that
are currently in place for ‘Wave-windows’
at the Stirlings in WA and other wave
sites around Australia.

Date To Note

8

3

• • • • •

John Welsh
10 Merton Road, Roleystone WA 6111
Email: <EO@sec.gfa.org.au>
EO Blog now on the GFA website under ‘News’.
Mobile: 0417 945981 (Next G)
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BUMBLE AND THE GREMLINS

Part 6 – The Case Of The Rising Ground
Eric Newsome – Reprinted from Free Flight, the journal of the Soaring Association of Canada
BUMBLE WAS AT LAST FLYING SOLO. NO ONE QUITE KNEW WHY. PERHAPS IT WAS A COMBINATION OF
HIS OWN PERSISTENCE AND A MARKED LACK OF DESIRE ON THE PART OF INSTRUCTORS TO OCCUPY
THE BACK SEAT OF HIS GLIDER ANY LONGER THAN COULD BE REASONABLY AVOIDED.

B

umble had a small collection of
personal beliefs that made his
flying memorable. One belief
was that up is not down and
so circuit entry should be left to the last
possible moment and the circuit should
be flown as slowly as practicable for
this garners another minute to enter
in the logbook.
Also, through endless repetition,
his instructors had managed to fix in
his mind that a circuit must be square
and the landing should be carried
out on the designated spot. Warnings
about modifying this to meet particular
circumstances had whistled through his
ears unheard.
One fine, cu-dappled day Bumble
dangled and swung at the end of a tow
rope to 2000ft and then happily released.
He flew around gently with his nose off
to one side as was his habit, while the
Dragging Devils yelled, “Straighten up
and fly right,” into the slipstream.
Only when he circled under climbing
gliders as he slowly lost height did Bumble
feel at all disturbed. But persistence pays,
he knew, so he continued his merry circles
while the trees grew larger and the airfield rose on his canopy.
He looked out at last and firmly started his circuit – only 500ft too late. Now
his thorough training took over a good
square circuit and land in the proper
place. He crabbed across the field slowly
to conserve height and get extra logbook
time and as he did so, he identified his
invariable turning point and when he
arrived there kicked the glider downwind.
He sighted the lone tree that marked his
next turning point and flew steadily on.
On base leg he saw that his course
was good and he was at his usual distance
from the field. The watchers had difficulty
in keeping him in view against the back-
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ground of trees and mutters of “Turn in!”
and snatches of prayer could be heard.
Almost in line with his intended ‘proper’
landing place Bumble began to turn, as
ever with lots of rudder and very little
bank. Indeed, bank was almost out of the
question for he hardly had enough height
to put the wing down without scraping
the wingtip on the ground.
Being low, Bumble raised the nose
and as speed fell off, the drag got draggier, the lift got lousier and levitation
lessened. The gremlins moved in with a
concerted attack. Bumble had no eyes for
the ball of his turn and bank indicator,
but the seat of his pants might have told
him of the degree of his skid had not the
Posterior Paralysers moved in and, while
leaving the pants normally sensitive, rendered the contents of the pants unfeeling.
Dragging Devils enthusiastically
dragged at his keel surfaces and played
havoc with his Lowering Devils ratio. As
his speed decayed and his drag increased
the Tail Judderers buffeted his tail surfac-

llustrator: Gil Purcell

es and the Runway Winders in a cunning
flank attack suddenly raised the runway.
Bumble landed in a dusty heap of sound
and fury right on the ‘proper’ landing spot.

HAPPENED RECENTLY ON AN AIRFIELD
Martin Feeg
The other day I prepared my aircraft while two
junior pilots did a DI in close proximity. All the
positive checks were carried out with the command
‘full deflection’.
Close shave? With modern aircraft and automatic
couplings, certainly not. But with some vintage
aircraft (eg, K7) control rods can be connected
the wrong way round. Hence it would be an even
worthier command “Full deflection to right/left hand
side,” and the other pilot double checking.
Sometimes these seemingly insignificant details
can make the difference between incident/disaster or nothing at all. Every little
helps as they say.
Safe soaring.
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Contact Addresses
Southern Tablelands Gliding Club
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan NSW 2620,
02 62973504.
South West Slope Soaring P/L
181 Fishers La, Bendick Murrell NSW 2803,
0488 531216.
Sydney Gliding Incorporated
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570, 0412 145144.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666, 02 69772733.

G FA

Australian Gliding Museum
2 Bicton St, Mt Waverley VIC 3149,
03 98021098.
Gliding Queensland
C/- Treasurer, 67 Glenora St, Wynnum QLD
4178, 07 38348311, 0417 762621.
NSW Gliding Association
The Secretary, 44 Yanko Ave, Wentworth
Falls NSW 2782, 02 68892733, 02
68891250, Trs: 0407 459581.
South Australian Gliding Association
PO Box 65, Millicent SA 5280, 08 8733421,
0427 977218.
Victorian Soaring Association
4/139 Roberts St, Essendon VIC 3040,
03 83835340, 03 93355364.
Vintage Gliders Australia
22 Eyre St, Balwyn VIC 3103, 03 98175362.
WA Gliding Association Inc.
59 Wellington Pde, Yokine WA 6060,
08 93282511, 08 94449505.
NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA)
327 (Gliding) Flight, Australia
C/- R Sheehan, 176 Macquarie Grove Rd, Camden
NSW 2570, 0427 977127, 02 46553171.
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795,
02 63371180 (weekend), 0427 470001.
Canberra Gliding Club
GPO Box 1130, Canberra ACT 2601,
02 64523994, 0428 523994.
Central Coast Soaring Club
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250,
02 43639111, 02 43844074, 0412 844074.
Cudgegong Soaring Pty Ltd
C/- Matthews Folbigg, Level 7, 10-4 Smith
St, Parramatta NSW 2150, 02 96357966,
02 96357966.
Grafton Gliding Club
16 Fuller St, Mullaway NSW 2456,
02 66541638, 0403 088551.
Hunter Valley Gliding Club Co-op Ltd
PO Box 9, Newcastle NSW 2300,
02 95342884.
Lake Keepit Soaring Club
234 Keepit Dam Rd, Lake Keepit NSW 2340,
02 67697514.
Leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705, 02 69533825.
Narromine Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68892733, 0418 270182.
Orana Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68897373, 0418 270182.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base, Richmond NSW 2755,
02 45873214.
RAAF Williamtown Gliding Club
C/O Mr G R Lee, 10 Federation Dr, Medowie
NSW 2318, 02 49829334.
Scout Association NSW Gliding
C/- Bob G Balfour, 80 Malvern St, Panania
NSW 2213, 02 96951100.
Soar Narromine Pty Ltd
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68891856, 0419 992396.
Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570,
02 46558882, 0418 474636 (emergency).

Gliding Queensland
2 Wing AAFC School of Aviation Inc.
201 Squadron Air Force Cadets, PO Box 647
Archerfield QLD 4108, 07 33324851,
0415 150965.
Barambah District Gliding Club
2 Yellow Gully Rd, Wolvi QLD 4570,
07 54867247, 0412 719797.
Boonah Gliding Club Incorporated
164 Depot Rd, Boonah QLD 4310,
07 54632630, 0408 816164.
Bundaberg Gliding Incorporated
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670,
07 41579558, 0417 071157.
Byron Bay Gliding Inc
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield,
Tyagarah, NSW 2481, 0414 558794,
02 66844244, 0414 558794 .
Byron Bay Gliding PL
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, Tyagarah, NSW 2481, 02 66847572, 0423 787398.
Byron Gliding Club Incorporated
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481,
02 66847627.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510,
0418 713903.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700,
07 49331178.
Darling Downs Soaring Club
Level 1, 1 Swann Rd, Taringa QLD 4068,
07 46637140, 0409 507847.
Gympie Gliding Club
PO Box 217, Gympie QLD 4570, 07 54835380.
Kingaroy Soaring Club
PO Box 91, Kingaroy QLD 4610, 07 41622191,
0438 179163.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, 07 49973265,
0428 360144.
North Queensland Soaring Centre
PO Box 1743, Aitkenville QLD 4814,
0500 811011.
Pacific Soaring
PO Box 259, Caboolture QLD 4510,
07 54994997, 07 54994805.
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring
PO Box 144, Warwick QLD 4370, 07 38348311.
SA Gliding Association (SAGA)
Adelaide Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, 08 85221877.
Adelaide Uni Gliding Club Incorporated
Adelaide Uni Sports Assoc, The University of
Adelaide SA 5005, 08 88262203, 0412 870963.
Air Cadet Gliding Club
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108,
08 83805137, 0429 805137.

G FA M E M B E R S H I P F E E S 2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9
Membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Normal
$205
$210
$212
$210
$210

Family
$164
$169
$171
$169
$169

Student membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Full
$125.50
$130.50
$132.50
$130.50
$130.50

Family
$84.50
$89.50
$91.50
$89.50
$89.50
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Short-term membership:1 Month* 3 Month*
NSW/QLD/VIC
$57
$72
South Australia
$69
$84
Western Australia
$67
$82
*Note: Once only purchase to Australian
residents, thereafter 12 months membership
to be purchased.
International postage for Soaring Australia
to be added to membership fees:
Zone
1
2
3
4
5

Country
New Zealand
Singapore
Japan, Hong Kong, India
USA, Canada, Middle East
UK, Europe, South
America, South Africa

Price
$51
$51
$51
$74
$74
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Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 0871,
08 89526384, 0417 530345.
Australian Junior Gliding Club
67A Balfour St, Nailsworth SA 5083,
0417 421650.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461, 08 88645062.
Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro SA 5356,
08 85640240, 0488 841373.
Bordertown Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268,
08 87521321, 0409 693027.
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280,
08 87333421, 0427 977218.
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1509, Victor Harbor SA 5211,
08 85543543, 0409 677677.
Northern Australian Gliding Club
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 0821,
08 89412512.
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341,
08 85951422, 0417 890215.
Scout Gliding Club
22 Burford Crescent, Redwood Park SA
5097, 08 82895085, 0418 815618.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 85412644.
Whyalla Gliding Club
PO Box 556, Whyalla SA 5600,
08 86452619, 0413 127825.
Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689.
Beaufort Gliding Club
41 Ruby St, Essendon VIC 3040,
03 93376095, 0421 803156 .
Bendigo Gliding Club
PO Box 846, Bendigo VIC 3550, 03 54423459.
Bothwell Gliding Club
PO Box 288, Sandy Bay TAS 7005, 03 62267615.
Cloud Riders Pty Ltd
C/- 18 Wyndham St, Werribee VIC 3030,
03 97413142, 0429 351234.
Corangamite Soaring Club
Kurweeton, Kurweeton Rd, Derrinallum
VIC 3325, 03 55939277.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340,
03 93385925, 0409 212527.
Gliding Club Of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3671, 03 57621058,
0429 950580.
Grampians Soaring Club
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 03 53525710,
0417 514438.
Horsham Flying Club
PO Box 158, Horsham VIC 3402, 03 53823491,
0427 315845.
Latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840,
03 51221081, 0407 839238.
Mangalore Gliding Club
PO Box 208 Nagambie VIC 3608,
03 57985512, 0428 635717.
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
Box 486, Mt Beauty VIC 3699,
02 60591417, 0402 075131.
Murray Border Flying Club Inc
PO Box 58, Tocumwal NSW 2714,
03 58831765, 0418 361415.
Murray Valley Soaring Club Ltd
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646, 02 60335036,
0400 244578.
Soaring Club Of Tasmania
34 Clinton Rd, Geilston Bay TAS 7015,
03 62437508.
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953, 0437 454986.
SportAviation Pty Ltd
Gate 10, Babingtons Rd, Tocumwal Airport,
Tocumwal NSW 2714, 03 58742734,
0427 534122.
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500,
03 50257335, 0448 293927.

Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah VIC 3594, 03 50376688.
Tumbarumba Gliding Club
C/- Judds Engineering P/L, PO Box 5283,
Wagga NSW 2650, 02 69251642, 0428 251642.
VMFG
GPO Box 1096, Melbourne VIC 3001,
0402 281928 or 03 98486473 (h).
Wagga Wagga Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 613, Wagga Marketplace, Wagga
Wagga NSW 2650, 0427 205624.
WA Gliding Association (WAGA)
716 Flight Australia Air Force Cadets
7 Wing HQ, RAAF Base Pearce Bullsbrook
WA 6084, 08 95717800.
Beverley Soaring Society
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304,
08 94595719, 0437 377744.
Gliding Club of Western Australia
PO Box 6231, East Perth WA 6892,
08 92212164, 0417 992806 (weekends).
Morawa Gliding Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, 08 99723022.
Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312,
08 98811795 (weekends), 0407 088314.
Stirlings Gliding Club
C/- Peter Hardy-Atkins, 8 Parker St, Lockyer,
Albany WA 6330, 08 98428816, 0408 842616.

H G FA

All correspondence, including changes
of address, membership renewals, short
term memberships, rating forms and
other administrative matters should
be sent to:
HGFA National Office
4a-60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, ph: 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177,
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].
HGFA General Manager
Chris Fogg, PO Box 258, Helensburgh
NSW 2508, ph/fax 02 4294 9300, 0417
766356, <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>.
Information about site ratings, sites and
other local matters, contact the appropriate
State associations, region or club.
Board Members 2008 to 2010
Pres: Javier Alvarez <president@hgfa.asn.
au>, 0418 116681, PO Box 341 Ourimbah
NSW 2258.
Sec: Paul Coffey <Paul.Coffey@hgfa.asn.
au>, 0428 504285, 25 Taylor St, Eaton
WA 6232.
Trs: Mark Mitsos <Mark.Mitsos@hgfa.
asn.au>, 0408 864083, 22 Longview Cr,
Stanwell Tops NSW 2508.
Board Members:
Don Cramer <Don.Cramer@hgfa.asn.
au>, PO Box 107, 0409 699115, Dalby
QLD 4405.
Bill Moyes <Bill.Moyes@hgfa.asn.au>,
0428 668889, 1144 Botany Road, Botany
NSW 2019.
Brian Webb <Brian.Webb@hgfa.asn.au>,
PO Box 238, Bright VIC 3741, 03 57551753,
03 94121791, 0417 530972.
Geoffrey White <Geoff.White@hgfa.asn.
au>, 0437 073400, 32 matta Dr, Churchill
VIC 3842.
Stephen Clark <stephenmclark@iprimus.
com.au>, 0419 997550, 9 Dale Crs, Mt
Stuart TAS 7000.
States & Regions
ACTHPA
LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT 0200;
[www.acthpa.org]. Pres: Barry Oliver
0407 825819, <Barry.Oliver@anu.edu.
au>; Trs: Geoff Robertson 0429 843417,
<geoffrobertson@grapevine.com.au>;
Sec: Alistair Dickie 0404 023359,
<Alnrelly@alistairdickie.com>; Meetings:
1st Thu/month 7.30pm Yamba Sports Club.
Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Rod Merigan 0439
967971, <rmerigan@q-net.net.au>; V-Pres:
Gavin Nichols 0417 690386, <gknichol@
tpg.com.au>; Sec: Mirek Generowicz 0427
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778280, <mgenerow@optusnet.com.au>;
Trs: Colin Brown 0407 700378, <cobrown@
bigpond.com>.
NSW HG and PG Association
PO Box 341, Ourimbah NSW 2258, [www.
nswhpa.org]. Pres: Javier Alvarez 0418
116681, <president@nswhpa.org>; V-Pres:
Nir Eshed 0423 422494, <vice-president@
nswhpa.org>; Sec: Paul Cox 0421 072897,
<coxy@ccparagliding.com.au>; Trs: John Selby
0414 218391, <treasurer@nswhpa.org>.
North Queensland HG Association
PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob Hayes
0438 710882 <rohayes@optusnet.com.au>; VPres: John Creswell 0400 122261; Sec/Trs: Tracey
Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881, 0418
963796 <info@azurephotography.com.au>.
Queensland HG Association
Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra
QLD 4275 07 38448566.
South Australian HG Association
C/O PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA.
All email: <sahga.exec@gmail.com>. Pres:
Stuart McClure 0428 100796; Sec/Trs: Rob
Woodward 0408 808436; SSO: Martin Sielaff
0408 834621.
Tasmanian HG & PG Association
[www.thpa.net]. Pres: Boris Marold (Launceston HG pilot), 0407 564422, <president@
thpa.net>; Sec/Trs: Stephen Clark (Hobart HG
pilot), 0419 997550, <secretary@thpa.net>.
Northern TAS info: Richard Long (Burnie PG
pilot), 0438 593998, <northern@thpa.net>.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au/]. Pres: Martin Halford <president@
vhpa.org.au>, 0434 427500; Sec: Andrew
Medew <Secretary@vhpa.org.au>; Trs:
Peter Allen <treasurer@vhpa.org.au>; SO:
Hamish Barker; Site Development: Mark Pike;
Committee Members: Jan Bennewitz, Glenn
Bachelor, Kevin Grosser, Rob Parker; Web:
Cindi & Jan Bennewitz.
Clubs
NATIONAL
The Pico Club Incorporated
62 Anderson Street, East Geelong VIC 3219
Pres: Ricky Clarke 0409 955089, <riclarke@
ncable.net.au>; V-Pres: Andrew Shipley; Sec:
Andrew McCarthy 0438 062596, <amaccart4
@tpg.com.au>, Trs: Thomas Dahmen.
NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[www.bmhgc.org.au]. Pres: Andy McMurray
(PG) 02 47875616, 0428 866737, <andyona
laya@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres: Gregor Forbes
(HG) 0421 376680, <gregor_forbes@aapt.net.
au>; Sec: Andrew Paterson (HG) 02 96395461,
0425 305984, <paterson.andrew@bigpond.
com>; Trs/SSO: Allan Bush (HG) 02 47738037,
0407 814524, <allanandbeth@bigpond.com>;
SSO: Paul Hunt (HG) 0404 851876, <huntp@
ozemail.com.au>; Comp Dir: Mark Stewart
(PG) 47871357, 0416 394289, <artik_mark@
yahoo.com.au>; Ed: Hossain Tefaili (HG) 0410
529675, <htefaili@yahoo.com>; Comp: Last
Sun/Month, meet outside Ivanhoe Hotel,
Blackheath. Meetings: Contact Committee.
Central Coast Sky Surfers
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres/SSO: Javier
Alvarez 0418 116681 <javieralvarez@y7mail.
com>; V-Pres: Jeff Terry 0416 291545 <jeff@
survivalsolutions.com.au>; Sec: Julie Terry 0411
567825, <julie@survivalsolutions.com.au>;
Trs: Paul Cox 0417 355897, <coxy@ccpara
gliding.com.au>, SSOs: Paul Cox 0417
355897, Javier Alvarez 0418 116681.
Meetings: 1st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina
Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746,
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.
Hunter Skysailors Paragliding Club
Pres: A Edwards 0411 636761 <anthony
bedwards@optusnet.com.au; V-Pres: Neil
Bright <tojofly@iprimus.com.au>; SSO:
James Thompson 0418 686199, <james.b.t@
hunterlink.net.au>. Meetings: last Tue/month
7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.
Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1@
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bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.
Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
Porter 0415 920444 <Michael.Porter@jllrld.
com.au>; V-Pres: James Ryrie 02 61610225
<James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Mourant
02 48464144 <tully@ispdr.net.au>.
Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness
02 67856545, <skygodfrey@aol.com>, V-Pres:
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.com>,
Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmail.com>, SSO
(HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484 <patrick.
lenders@gmail.com>, SSO (WM): Willi Ewig
02 67697771 <skyranch@gmx.net>.
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597; SSO: Lee
Scott 0429 844961.
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; [www.
nhgc.asn.au], <fly@nhgc.asn.au>. Pres:
Stuart Coad <president@nhgc.asn.au> 0408
524862; V-Pres: Matt Olive 02 49436791; Sec/
Comp Director: Simon Plint 0407 613701,
<SimonPlint@newcastle.edu.au>; Trs: Monica
Barrett 0425 847207; SOs: Coastal – Tony
Barton 0412 607815, Inland – Scott Barrett
0425 847208, John O’Donohue 02 49549084,
PG – James Thompson 02 49468680; Newsletter: David Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month
7:30pm South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn
St, Merewether.
Northern Beaches HG Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103. Pres:
Peter Rundle <sf27mz@gmail.com>;
V-Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616,
<nbf@whirlwind.com.au>; Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696677, <dalexander@med.
usyd.edu.au>; CEO: Jude Ho <heyjudeho@
bigpond.com>; Trs: Steve Nagle <steve.
nagle@gmail.com>; Committee: Rohan
Taylor <rohantaylor@yahoo.com>, Graeme
Cran <crannie@ccparagliding.com.au>.
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net]. Pres: Cedar Anderson 0429
070380 <cedar@poliglide.com>; V-Pres: Brian
Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@optusnet.
com.au>; Sec: Maureen McEneaney 0413
166548 <maureen_mceneaney@yahoo.com>;
Trs: Paul Gray <paraluap@hotmail.com>;
SSO (PG): Lindsay Wooten <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>, 0427 210993; SSO (HG):
Andrew Polidano. Meetings: 2nd Wed/month,
7pm, Byron Services Club.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres:
Peter Wennersten 0414 333393, <president
@flystanwell.com>; Sec: Nir Eshed <member
ship@flystanwell.com>; Trs: Adrian Le Gras
0400 002281, <treasurer@flystanwell.com>;
M/ship: Robert Seckold <membership@
flystanwell.com>; SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408
864083, <SSO@flystanwell.com>.
Sydney Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Peter Dower 0413 484471, <peter.
dower@campbelltown.nsw.gov.au>; Trs:
John Selby 02 93447932, <johnselby@idx.
com.au>; Sec: Susanne Liersch 0403 062625,
<Susanne.Liersch@AOA.NESTLE.COM>;
SO: Doug Dole, Bruce Wynne; SSO: Ken
Stothard. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, 7:30pm
Endeavour Hotel, Botany.
NORTHERN TERRITORY
Alice Springs HG and PG Club
Pres: Brett Lewis 0418 890033, <freelance@
octa4.net.au>; Vice-Pres: Ricky Jones 0406
098354, <redcentreparagliding@yahoo.com>.
Please contact for paramotoring, PG ridge
soaring and thermal flying.
QUEENSLAND
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254,
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 6468, Cairns QLD 4870. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <rohayes@optusnet.com.
au>; V-Pres/SO: Brett Collier 0431 151150
<brettcollier@bigpond.com>; Sec: Lance
Keough, 31 Holm St, Atherton QLD 4883,
07 40912117; Trs: Nev Akers 07 40532586.

ALL CLUBS PLEASE CHECK DETAILS IN THIS SECTION CAREFULLY
Could all Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details of their Executive
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attention is directed to the listing of
SSOs and SOs for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior SOs and SOs confirm
ALL SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that
those holding these appointments have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive
notices and correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to be
endorsed by Clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if confirmation
is not received, those listed in the Database where no current forms or confirmation is held,
the appointment will be taken as having expired.
General Manager, HGFA
Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Raef Mackay 0408 994104
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Martin
Bennett <vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>; Sec:
Dirk Barber; Trs: Enda Murphy <treasurer@
chgc.asn.au>; Sec/Ed: Cameron McNeill 0419
706326, <secretary@chgc.asn.au>; Gen-Exec:
Greg Hollands <gem@chgc.asn.au>; SSO PG:
Phil Hystek 07 55434000 (h), 0418 155317
<sso@chgc.asn.au>; SSO HG: Lee Patterson
0417 025732 <sso@chgc.asn.au>.
Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
‘The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec:
James Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.
edu.au>; Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699,
<jaw12@bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall
0427 177237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.
telstra.com>; SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187,
07 49387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry
07 49922865, <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.
Conondale Cross-Country Flyers Inc.
[www.entrypoint.to/conondale-x-countryflyers]. Pres: Carl Forster 0411 135753;
Sec: Denis Davis 0428 130375; Trs: Steve
Stocker 0411 226733; SSO (PG/PPG) Graham
Sutherland 0429 935882, (MHG) Frank
Fontaine 0408 556113.
Dalby Hang Gliding Club
17 Mizzen St, Manly West QLD 4179. Pres:
Daron ‘Boof’ Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@
aclad.com.au>; V-Pres: Nick Purcell 0414
779191, <n.purcell@optusnet.com.au>;
Sec/Trs: Annie Crerar 0418 711821, <annie.
bruce@bigpond.com>; SSO: Jason ‘Yoda’ Reid
0424 293922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>.
Fly Killarney Inc.
PO Box 70, Killarney QLD 4373. Pres: Andrew
Horchner 0427 807516; V-Pres: Sonya
Fardell 0415 156256; PR/Site contact: Wendy
Mugridge 0418 807516.
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 07 5455 4661; V-Pres
& SSO (HG): David Cookman 0427 498753;
V-Pres (PG): Tex Beck 0407 238017; Trs:
Gary Allen 0417 756878; Sec: Janine Krauchi
0438 701220; (HG): David Cookman 0427
498573, 07 54498573; SSO (PG): JeanLuc Lejaille 0418 754157, 07 54863048 &
Jonathan Allen 0438 107518, 07 54748169.
Wicked Wings Club
Toowoomba & District PG/HG Club Inc, 190
Drayton St, Laidley QLD 4341. Pres: Peter
Schwenderling 0427 461347 <swendo1@big
pond.net.au>; Trs: Richard Cook 0427 805960
<richardtc@aapt.net.au>; Sec: Troy Litzow
0448 456607 <troylitzow@optusnet.com.au>.
Whitsundays HG Club
Contact: Henryk Wojcik 07 49550253 (h),
0403 715962, <hmwoj53@bigpond.net.au>;
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.
TASMANIA
Tasmanian HG&PG Ass. (see States & Regions)
VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Dale
Appleton 0408 382635; SSO: Rob van der
Klooster 0408 335559. Meetings: 1st Fri/
month, venue see [www.hgfa.asn.au/~dyna].
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Gabriel Toniolo 0407
544511, <gabriel.toniolo@hotmail.com>;
Sec: Andrew Medew 0425 702957, <hang_
gliding@iprimus.com.au>; SSO: Peter Holloway
0409 526 805, <info@freedomairsports.com.
au>. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, 7:30pm at
Station 59, 59 Church St, Richmond.
North East Victorian Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Karl Texler 0428 385144, <president@
nevhgc.net>; Sec: William Brooks 0409
411791, <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs: Tony
Kenney 0412 238039, <treasurer@nevhgc.
net>; M/ship: Rod Oldfield 0412 922669,
<membership@nevhgc.net>; SSO/Comps:

Karl Texler 0428 385144, <brightvt@netc.net.
au>; SSO/Comms: Brian Webb 0417 530972;
Meetings: [www.hgfa.asn.au/~nevhgc/].
Sky High Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]; Pres: Rob Parker
0415 316861,<president@skyhighparagliding.
org>; V-Pres: Martin Halford 0425 816852, <vp
@skyhighparagliding.org>; Trs: Peter Allen 0412
238567, <tres@skyhighparagliding.org>; Sec:
Julie Sheard 0425 717944, <sec@skyhighpara
gliding.org>; Membership: Col Hjortshoj; Merchandise: Lauren O’Loughlin; Nov Rep: Nelson Li
<nov@skyhighparagliding.org>; Web: Peter
Broughton <wm@skyhighparagliding.org>;
Safety: Carolyn Dennis <safety@skyhighpara
gliding.org>; Committee: Loz Pozzani. Meetings:
1st Wed/month 8pm Retreat Hotel, 226
Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
Southern Microlight Club
[http://home.vicnet.net.au/~stclub/]. Pres:
Mark Andrews 03 95988708 (h), < mark079@
optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Mark Howard 03
9751 1480 (h); Sec: David Jacka 03 94866996
(h), 0409 866996. Newsletter: Carl Dillon
<carldillon@optusnet.com.au>. Meetings:
2nd Tue/month 8pm Manning-ham Club, 1
Thompsons Rd, Bulleen.
Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.WVHGC.
com]. Pres: Phillip Campbell 0419 302850,
<campbell.p@giant.net.au>; V-Pres: Andrew
Stevens 0418 147888, <andrew.stevens@
frankston.vic.gov.au>; Sec: Mark O’Keefe 0412
473724, <mark_okeefe@mac.com>; Trs:
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860, <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; Site Development
Officers: Jon Merli, Greg Begelhole, Bruce
Atkinson, Drew Christian; Newsletter: Andrew
Stevens. Meetings: 1st Wed/month at Richard’s
place, Glenroy.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany HG & PG Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556; Sec: John
Middleweek 08 98412096, fax: 08 98412096.
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 6051.
Pres: Mike Annear 0400 775173 <mike@
mikeannear.com>; V-Pres: Eric Metrot 0407
003059<tromes@bigpond.com>; Trs: Colin
Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.
com>; Sec: Joe Bosworth 0412 939290
<dover@arach.net.au>; Committee: Shelly
Heinrich 0428 935462 <shellheinrich@hotmail.
com>, Rod Merigan 0439 967971 <rmerigan@
q-net.net.au>, Clive Salvidge 0402 240038
<clive@iinet.net.au>, Julien Menager 0423
829346 <Julien.me@gmail.com>; SOs: John
Carman, Nigel Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild.
Meetings: Last Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne
Park Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.
Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Kalgoorlie:
Pres/SSO: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.
net.au>, 08 90215771; Trs/SO: Richard Breyley
<richard.breyley@kbrl.com.au>, 0417 986896;
Sec: Antony Corbett <antony.corbett@rapallo.
com.au> 0439 943841. Perth: SSO: Mark Stokoe
<Mark.Stokoe@health.wa.gov.au> 0414 932461.
Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillfly@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick Williams
0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary Bennet 0412
611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386,
Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, Dave Longman
08 93859469. Meetings held on site during
club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.
Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: Keith
Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey 0428
504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 949004.
Western Soarers
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box 483, Mt
Hawthorn WA 6915. Pres: Michael Duffy
<lehanggliding@gmail.com>; V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jason.kath@yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Trs:
Mirek Generowicz 0427 778280, <mgenerow@
optusnet.com.au>; SSOs: Shaun Wallace, Gavin
Nicholls, Matty Coull, Rick Williams, Michael
Duffy. Meetings: See [http://au.groups.yahoo.
com/group/western_soarers/].
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NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTISERS
All advertisements and payment can be sent to:
The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising
Level 1/34 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062.
Ph: 03 9303 7805, Fax: 03 9303 7960
Email: <Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au>
Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution
(300dpi at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats.
Photographs may be provided in either photo print
or slides. Low resolution digitals are not suitable.
Photographs, slides or disks may be returned. Please
include a self-addressed and stamped envelope
for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or
credit card). Don’t forget Classifieds deadline is the
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence.

Single-seater Sailplanes
ASW20B, flies beautifully, HDW, Cambridge 302,
L-Nav, Flarm, Boom Microair radio, tow-out gear,
parachute, closed trailer. Ready to Go. $46000.
Looking for offers. Ph: Michael Cole 0419 751708.
Discus A ZBK. Excellent condition, Cambridge
instruments, Flarm, PDA, great trailer. Full set-up,
nothing to do but fly. 1000km machine, Queensland
based. Ph: 0430 480608 or <heath@webadventures.
com.au>.
HPH 304 Shark 18m Class Sailplane. Competition ready. Cobra trailer. Factory extras. Jet version
also available by order. Ph: Australian agent. Andrew
Georgeson 0438 021419.
Jantar Std VH-IZT. 1750 hrs, 1000 landings. Good
clean condition. Microair radio, Borgelt

Letter to the Editor
Two Graves
In the cemetery in Alice Springs,
on land that was once the town site airstrip,
and adjoining today the Central Australian
Air Museum, is the grave of Wally Wood,
a former CFI of the Alice Springs Gliding
Club, referred to in Mal Tuit’s letter in the
March edition of Soaring Australia.
The inscription on the headstone reads:
Wallace Albert Wood, loving husband of
Daphne and father of Margaret, Graham,
Sylvia and Janice. September 11, 1960, aged
29 years.
“Up, up the long, delirious, burning blue
I’ve topped the wind-swept heights with easy
grace where never lark or even eagle flew.
And, while with silent lifting mind I’ve trod
the high un-trespassed sanctity of space, put
out my hand, and touched the face of God.”
Another headstone nearby reads:
To the memory of Mary Weaving, killed
when her glider crashed on Mount Gillen, 26
November, 1963.
“An opal-hearted country, a wilful, lavish
land. All you who have not loved her, you will
not understand. Though Earth holds many
splendours, wherever I may die, I know to what
brown country my homing heart will fly.”
John D Williams
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instrumentation, canopy hinge. Well thought out
trailer & all tow-out gear. Competitive Standard
Class performance at $30K. Also available hangar
Lake Keepit, $10000. Ph: Paul 0404 851876.
Kestrel 19m, 44:1 (wet), 43:1 (dry), only three
prior owners, 2257 hrs, 598 landings, excellent
appearance, new National 425 parachute, nice
factory-build FRP trailer, hangar at Beverley airfield
included, complete tow-out set, tail chute, fully
flapped, new battery, new Borgelt B400, new
Garmin GPS 60, recently overhauled, AH, oxygen
system with panel mounted bottle pressure, fully
Mylar sealed, fresh Form 2, 70 litre water capacity,
watering equipment, full covers set, $31,000 ono.
Ph: Paul 0427 345560.
LS8-18. The best LS8 in the country is for sale. Fully
equipped & optioned inclusive of full set of waterproof Xandia covers. Poly-finish factory-profiled
wings. Cobra XLR trailer. Glider available after the
Benalla Nationals, $145000. Ph: Miles Gore-Brown
07 55789904 or <mgbsia@pacific.net.sg>.
Std Cirrus GOT, 2080 hrs, winglets, B2000, B50,
B40, Microair 760, Flarm, PDA with Seeyou, dual
batteries, Jaxida canopy cover, one-man rig system,
dual axle trailer, tailplane just rebushed, Form 2
till 8/09. A sweet handling glider, with a really
good feel of the air. Excellent Club Class contender,
$25000 neg. Ph: Bryan 0414 672709 or <ve@
hotkey.net.au>.
Ventus B 16.6 VH-GPI, 4400 hrs, 1200 litres, fine
surface (re-gelcoated in Narromine), good condition,
trailer. Borgelt vario system, Dittel 720ch radio,
$50000. Contact <info@soarnarromine.com.au>.
Ventus 2c 18m – sell half share, based at SDA&SC,
Qld. Interested parties can ph: 0438 371145 to
discuss further.

Two-seater Sailplanes
ASK13 GUQ Good condition. 40-yearly just
completed by Bathurst club. Skid replaced by nose
wheel for handling ease & tarmac take-offs. No
trailer Offers invited. Ph: Bob 02 63376618.
Blanik GEU, for sale due to fleet consolidation
by the Gliding Club of Victoria. 3996 hrs. Form
2 completed 11/08. One of the best Blaniks in
Australia. Radio plus the usual instruments, $8000.
Ph: Robert 03 94894298.
Brasov IS-30 VH-GQA. 3900 hrs. 9800 landings.
Ideal ab-initio training aircraft & is also fully
aerobatic capable. Microair radio, electric vario. No
trailer. Surplus to club requirements. $18000 neg.
Ph: Lindsay 0418 157588.
Centrair Marianne C201b, 40:1, fixed gear, no
flaps. A great Club machine. Condition excellent,
built 1988; ~1700 hrs; fuselage new gel 2003,
wings excellent condition, 9/10 canopies perfect,
disc brake, interior 9/10 Instrumments –front:
Std instruments plus Ilec LX160 GPS ready; Dittel
radio; rear: Ilec LX160 repeater, ASI, Alt, PTT. Trailer
excellent, custom-made, aluminium & steel, $75000
ono. Ph: Mark Fisher 0427 127128.
IS28b2 GVY. Due to having bought a GRP
twin-seater, the GCV now has an IS28 in excess
of requirements. 3750 hrs. 30-yearly & Form
2 completed 12/08. In good condition & well
maintained. Radio plus the usual instruments.
Groundhandling equipment. All offers considered.
Ph: Robert 03 94894298.
Janus CT 20m two-seater with full instrumentation
& trailer. Impeccable condition. Ph: Roger Druce 03
94398947 or <rogdruce@optusnet.com.au> for full
details.
K7 VH-XJV in current use, recent Form 2, 4011 hrs,
3174 landings. Basic instruments & radio. No trailer
$10000 neg. Ph: 0424 958173, 07 33856183 (h).

Self-launching/Motor Gliders
ASK 21 Mi 2007 cell 800 hrs. engine brand new,
one-year warranty. Fully equipped (g meter, parachutes, transponder, etc.), beautifull! Reason: not
enough use for it. Ph: 0423 787398.

SF25 C, very good condition. L2000, 350 hrs, BOH
Byron Bay. Ph: 02 66291787.
Dimona H36, two-seater, 1/4 share, excellent
condition, soars & tours well, based Camden, see
[www.dimonamotorglider.com] for photos & details.
$22500. Ph: 0429 493828.
Dimona H36, Limbach L2400 motor, folding
wings, transponder, excellent condition. $95000. Ph:
03 52366290. Motor Falke, upgraded motor, new
propellor, new canopy good condition. $45000. Ph:
03 52366290.
Grob 103C twin, self-launch, low hrs, excellent
condition, refinished in PU early 2009, Komet trailer
with hydraulic cradle, great value at $156000 AUD.
Price includes delivery costs local or export. Contact
<byrongliding@gmail.com>.
Motor Falke 15m, ceramic bore 10-hr endur. Solo,
always hangared, flown most days, only $38000
neg. Ph: 07 49958360, fax: 07 49958464.
TeST DM8 two-seater motor glider. Retractable
engine, low hrs, excellent condition, $65000 ono,
located Serpentine WA. Ph: 0405 305957.
Ventus 2CM Self-launch VH-GLR, excellent
condition, 720 hrs, 30 engine hrs. Wings profiled &
stable, aircraft finished in polyurethane. Instruments
include ASI, ALT, Borgelt B40, B50, B2000, Flarm,
Microair radio & compass. Factory extras are tail
tank, tinted canopy & tilt-up panel. Enclosed trailer
& tow-out gear. Always hangared at Jondaryan. Ph:
John Moore 07 32636618.

Instruments & Equipment
MICROPHONES for all radios (over 2200 made) +
Upgraded Clearnav + Winter instruments & service
+ all tyres. Ian McPhee 0428 847642 <mrsoaring@
gmail.com> [www.mrsoaring.com].
Rigging Aid COBRA Mechanical, new late 2007,
used twice. Will sell for half current cost. Email for
photos & details <joneso@iinet.net.au>.

Ultralights

Sapphire 4826 TTAE
80 hrs. SAAA award winner. First flew only
three years ago. Fully optioned, including
Rotax 503 50hp with electric start, longrange tanks, etc. Panel includes digital engine
monitoring, Garmin GPS & Icom radio. 85kt
cruise. Immaculate condition. Suit new a/c buyer.
$29900. Located SE NSW.
Ph: 0413 397790 or 02 64545132.

General
BUSINESS – BY RON B AY GLIDING

Training & charters, AOC, good turnover, very good
income. CHANGE YOUR WAY OF LIVING! Adequate
training will be provided! Ph: JB 02 66847572.

Gliding Publications
Airborne Magazine: Covering all facets of
Australian & New Zealand modelling. The best value
modelling magazine. Now $60pa for six issues.
Plans & other special books available. PO Box 30,
Tullamarine, VIC 3043.
Free Flight: Quarterly journal of the Soaring Association of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian
soaring scene & relevant international news &
articles. $US26 for one year, $47 for two years, $65
for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa,
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.
Gliding International: The new international
gliding magazine edited by John Roake. Specialising
June 2009
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in being first with news from every corner of the
soaring globe. A$60 p.a. Personal cheques or credit
cards accepted. Contact: Gliding International,
79 Fifth Avenue, Tauranga, New Zealand. Email:
<office@glidinginternational.com>.
Sailplane & Gliding: The only authoritative
British magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4
pages of fascinating material & pictures with colour.
Available from the British Gliding Association,
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, England.
Annual subscription for six copies £17.50.
Sailplane Builder: Monthly magazine of the Sailplane Homebuilders Association. $US29 (airmail
$US46) to SHA, c/o Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith
Road, Chatsworth, CA 91311 USA.
Soaring: Official monthly journal of the Soaring
Society of America Inc. PO Box 2100, Hobbs,nm
88241 USA. Foreign subscription rates (annually):
$US43 surface delivery; $US68 premium delivery.
Technical Soaring/OSTIV: Quarterly publicationof
SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers. c/o
T U Delft, Fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg 1,
NL-2629 HS DELFT, The Netherlands.
Vintage Times: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders
Australia, edited by David & Jenne Goldsmith, PO Box
577, Gisborne VIC 3437, Membership $20 pa.

H G FA
Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members
up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified
per person per issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office
for membership verification/payment by email
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93362177 or post:
4a/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042.
The deadline is 25th of the month, for publication
five weeks hence. Submitted classifieds will run for
one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings.
When submitting a classified remember to include
your contact details (for prospective buyers),
your HGFA membership number (for verification)
and the State under which you would like the
classified placed. (Note that the above does not
apply to commercial operators. Instructors may
place multiple classified entries, but will be
charged at usual advertising rates.)

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required
for the specific aircraft being reflective of
the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All
members must adhere to the maintenance
requirements as contained in Section 9 of
the Operations Manual and as provided
by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment
should always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of
the aircraft. It should include examination
of maintenance logs for the aircraft. It is
unethical and a legally volatile situation
for individuals to provide aircraft which are
unsuitable for the skill level of the pilot, or
aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

QUEENSLAND

HGFA Schools
QUEENSLA ND

Moyes Litespeed S4, great condition & a well
looked after glider, carbon battens & tip wands,
full Mylar sail, grey/yellow/blue US, Zoom DTs,
aluminiun Fast basebar, $5000. Ph: 0412 882639 or
<flockhartrod@hotmail.com>.
VICTORIA

Three gliders for sale: Moyes CSX5, less than 100
hrs, great condition, spare DT, stored at Moyes factory, $600 ono. Climax 13, approximately 55 hrs, excellent condition, with spare DT & XC bag, $1600 ono.
XS 155, fair cond, make an offer. Ph: 03 57501591.

Paragliders & Equipment
QUEENSLAND

Harness/Glider. Harness: Advance impress medium
$700. Glider: Gradient Avax XC 24. Excellent condition. Uncertified. Spare Line set. Make an offer. Ph:
Russ 07 40532510.
ITV Tepee, $1600, red, DHV 1/1-2, size L, 75-95kg
(98 hrs). PG/PPG wing, incl. motor risers. Ph: 07
46598949 or 0427 805960.
Powered PG Package, as new. Motor: Sportix
Sim, Digital Sim Ignition, Tiny Tach three hrs, $8500
(prop covers free). Glider: Silex (M), 10 hrs, $3500.
Helmet: Icaro 2000 Roll Bar with headset, $800. Radios:
Icom UHF, Vertex VHF, cables & switches, $1000.
Ph: Phillip Gould 07 55109529 or 0409 921722.

Microlights & Equipment
QUEENSLAND

Airborne XT912, yellow, Streak 3 wing, Tundra tyres,
leather under belly storage bag, full radio & intercom, 95 engine hrs, always hangared, immaculate
condition, Hervey Bay. $54000. Ph: 0428 765112.
NORTHE RN TERRITORY

Microlight, Rotax 582 oil injected (380 hrs), fast
Streak 2b Wing (80 hrs), two-seater Edge X pod, c/w
purpose-built trailer, covers, comms, GPS, parts, etc.
Ph: Dan 0431 902639 for more details.
VICTORIA

RAINBOW PARAGLIDING
APCO AUSTRALIA
Offering the full range
of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and
100% satisfaction guarantee.
Test centre for APCO gliders [www.apcoaviation.com].

APCO Australia and PWC winner
of the Serial Class 2000
Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round,
60km cross-country flights have been achieved in winter!
FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the experts.
INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the
knowledge.
SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-in,
maintenance and repairs.
YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 2,500 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581
Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>

[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]
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Airborne Trike Edge X Classic, 200 hrs premix 582 Rotax, E gearbox, full instruments, incl.
Microair radio, headsets, helmets. Blue with blue/
yellow Wizard 3 wing, $20000. Ph: 0428 303484 or
<johno@oliair.com>, [www.oliair.com].
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25
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Hang Gliders & Equipment
ACT

Airborne C4 13.5, less than one year old, carbon
inserts, carbon basebar, black, $5000. Ph: Dave 0403
s122278 or <daveosman7@hotmail.com>.
NE W SOUTH WALES

2006 Mosquito NRG motor harness, great
condition, about 25 to 30 hrs use. Collapsible carbon
fibre prop, spare tank battery, blow start. Located
Grafton NSW. $5500. Ph: Phil 0418 876562.
June 2009

Airborne Trike Edge X Classic, 225 hrs, oil
injection 582 Rotax, E gearbox, full instruments incl.
Microair radio, headsets, helmets. Blue with blue/

yellow Wizard 2 wing $20000. Ph: 0428 303484 or
<johno@oliair.com>, [www.oliair.com].
Nano Trike, near new Sting 165 wing, NZ 34
motor, low hrs, always hangared, $6000 firm. Ph:
0409 947569.
Pegasus GT450, Rotax 912 100 hp, electric trim,
full covers, panniers, only 60 hrs. Superb touring
aircraft. Hangared at Bright. Ph: 0423 961610.
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VICTORIA

N EW SOU TH WA LES

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely
renowned as Australia’s best flying region.
Bright has been host to numerous Australian &
international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the
best, our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian
Paragliding Champion) has been involved in
paragliding since 1990 & instructing for over
10 years.
Courses
• Introductory & HGFA licence course
• Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
• SIV courses
• Tow courses
• XC tandem flights
• Equipment Sales
We are now conducting SIV courses.
See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

NE W SOUTH WA LES

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
www.activeflight.com.au
• MT BORAH, MANILLA is the one of the top 10
flying sites in the world & has more flyable days
than anywhere else in Australia. It has 4 large
launches for nearly all wind directions & easy, safe
top & bottom landings all around. Great ridge
soaring & XC all in one place. HOST of the 2007
PARAGLIDING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS!
• YOUR CFI IS GODFREY WENNESS: The most
experienced paraglider pilot in Australia. Over 7000
hours airtime since 1988, World Record Holder
– 335km (1998-2002), Longest Tandem Flight in
the World – 223km (2000-03), Multiple National
Records, National XC League Winner (inaugural
2001 & 2002), CFI, Instructor Examiner, Australian
Team Member, Prototype Test Pilot, HGFA Safety
& Ops Committee (PG), International Comps
Organiser, & Owner of World Famous Mt Borah.
• NOVICE LICENCE COURSES: Our famous 9 day,
live in, Novice Licence Courses, with genuine small
class sizes (<6), go well beyond the minimum
requirements & include thermalling, ridge soaring, safety manoeuvres & more. Over a week of
the highest quality tuition by highly experienced
pilots/instructors, using the latest techniques
& equipment costs only $1720 (including
accommodation and $400 equipment discount).
• THERMALLING, XC & OTHER TUITION: We specialise in PG & offer personal one-on-one & group
tuition in areas such as basic skills refresher,
thermalling, cross-country, SIV safety clinics, & Intermediate, Advanced, Tandem, Motor & other ratings.
• HG TO PG ENDORSEMENTS: its easier than
you think!
• ONLY QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM THE BEST
BRANDS: Importer of Advance, Flytec, Hanwag
and JDC. Stockist & service of all equipment,
new & secondhand.
• CABINS & CAMPING ONSITE: Stay at Mt Borah
– its nice & quiet! Cabins for just $15p/n ($100
p/w) & camping $6 ($35 p/w).
So come flying with Manilla Paragliding, where the person who shows you the mountain, owns the mountain!

Phone Godfrey Wenness on:
02 6785 6545 or fax: 02 6785 6546
email: <SkyGodfrey@aol.com>
‘The Mountain’, Manilla, NSW 2346.
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WE STE RN AU STRALIA

Australia Wide Services
HGFA Approved Paraglider
Testing & Repairs

• Comprehensive testing and repairs
to all paragliders
• Fully equipped service and repair
agents for:
Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin,
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone,
Paratech, Sky, Swing, UP
• Full written report
• Harness repair and modifications
• Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
• Parachute repacking
• Orders taken from anywhere in Australia,
New Zealand and Asia
• Prompt turnaround
PARAGLIDING
REPAIR
CENTRE

Paragliding Repair Centre
680 Traylen Road, Stoneville WA 6081
Office/Fax: 08 92952820, Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]
June 2009

Sarah Allen (front seat) and Anthony Smith (back seat),
in Bergfalke 4 GZQ, pull up into a climbing turn over
Stonefield, South Australia
Photo: Nick Gilbert

