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AS A LOW HOUR TRJKE PILOT FLYING ONLY WHEN HOME ON LEAVE FROM MY OVERSEAS POSTlNGS ,
I HAVE NORMALLY MANAGED TO LOG MY MINIMUM HOURS ANNUALLY OUT OF ATHERTON (FNQl
AIRFIELD . AS DEMONSTRATED BY A GUSTY HEAVY LANDING ON MY FIRST 2008 FLIGHT (AFTER
A 12- MONTH BREAK) THIS APPROACH TO CURRENCY IS FAR FROM IDEAL. FURTHER FLYING IN 2008
WAS FRUSTRATED BY WEEKS OF STRONG AND BLUSTERY SOUTH-EASTERS , LEAVING ONLY A SMALL
WINDOW OF COMFORTABLE CONDITIONS IN MY FINAL WEEK OF LEAVE TO REBUILD CONFIDENCE .

P

lans to return to Australia in
mid-2009 were thrown out the
window along with all thoughts
of flying by the September

bombing of the hotel next door in
Islamabad, Pakistan . A swift exit from
Pakistan with my family to the first
alternate posting offered, saw us move
to New York soon after.
Correspondence with Chris Fogg over
my biennial check flight gave rise to an
option to submit myself to a CFI stateside and I successfully arranged to slot
with a willing and accommodating CFI
in between frequent overseas trips. However, travel to reach this CFI required a
full day train trip each way, necessitating
three days leave from work. Ten days to
go and I discovered the US requirement
for all pilots (including students and
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foreign pilots) to be security cleared
by the Federal authorities prior to any
instructional or check flights. This process
would have driven the overall cost of
my biennial (including CFI, travel and
security) to the point where I would
have seen little change from US$1000.
We have an increasing awareness and
creeping imposition of security measures
here in Australia, but noth ing to match
the US where the local flying magazines
are awash with comments over gated
airfields and the back-paddock pilot is
considered high risk. I fly for pleasure and
as I explained to the CFI when cancelling
my booking, being fingerprinted and
paying for the honour does not fall into
this category.
On return to Australia I followed
Chris's recommendation and flew my

biennial with And rew Clifford in Port
Douglas. Not only was I able to enjoy
flying free of 'Big Brother', but I was
introduced to the fun of coastal flying
and happily paid to a local CFI a fraction
of the cost I would have incurred abroad .
My thanks to Chris, for your guidance
and accommodation of my circumstances,
to Andrew for brushing off the rust
from my flying and to the HGFA staff for
updating the files promptly and giving
me a full month of fly ing up here in God 's
own country. Last but not least, I want to
acknowledge Dave Keough who instilled
in me the skills that have withstood long
absences from the air. The fact that he
will be safeguarding our skies wearing
a RAAF flying suit is comforting, but I do
wonder if they have insisted that he shed
the thongs whilst in the left hand seat ...
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Article and images by Anthony Sandeberg [photosinflight@yahoo.com]

e finally got to head
north. It had been so long
since it was 'on ' and that
great feeling of boating
around Hell Hole with the boys, not to
mention the short journey to get there.
It was still dominant south, so the end of
the East Face would be working, although
I must admit, I love flying low, scratch ing
past the Pie Shop, light thermals coming
off the Bulga rocks at the turn of the
tide . Spiralling down over the huts, then

W

hugging the trees as I turned tail, level
with the few tourists taking in the view
on the south side of Hell Hole ... amazed
as I scream up and turn into wind just in
front of them . Play around for a while
then jump onto the cliffs bordered by
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a fence line where there always seems
to be someone admiring the view on
their way to or from 'that' beach, yeah,
you know the nude beach!
Anyway, it's on and we're soaking
up every bit. A little too south to attempt
Burning Palms ... although not too south
for Jessie to attempt, he's such an arsy
bastard, almost always manages to pull
it off, with the occasional walk out of
Bulga ... still with a grin from ear to
February 2010

ear ... must be the Portuguese ! So Jessi e's
kicki ng tree tops on his w ay t o Burn ing
Palms, Cha rly's boating aro und in his
socks and Pierre Ie French is high (up)
as usual. .. and th ere's this eruption of
w hite water, a school of 20 dolphins
chasing ba it fish , aga in another flock of
15 or so swim by, followed by a gaggl e of
whales .. . " Hang on, th ey're not w hales ...
" F***, they're Orcas." I screamed.
I've never seen them in the wild let
alone 50m off the coast just north of
Stanwell. Five or si x in al l, diving in and
out of t he w ater, the largest about five
metres in length, sh eltering t wo babies.
I hugged th e cliff and got as high as
possible and flew out over the m to get
these images, about eight trips in all,
almost coming t o grief on one trip as I
got so low in my excitement to photograph these rem arkable mammals I co ntemplated landing at Bulga. I managed
to climb out on th e low er pl atform about
40m above the deck and headed back to
Stanw el l. The things you see paraglid ing!

Killer Whale
(Extract Taken From Australian Antartic Division)
© Australian Antarctic Division 2008, Kingston Tasmania 7050
Unlike the baleen whales, orcas or killer
whales (Orcinus orca) are 'toothed' whales,
with true teeth rather than fibrous plates
for filter-feeding . They catch single prey,
rang ing from fish , squid, penguins, seals,
dolphins, porpoises and even whales,
including the largest whale of all, the
blue whale .
Orcas are born into a family group
and remain w ith that group for the rest
of their lives. As a result, they form very
highly co-ordinated hunting packs, which
are comparable to wolves or African wild
dogs. Once they decide to tackle a prey
animal, it often has little chance of escape.
Male orca whales (9 .7Sm) grow significantly larger than females (8.5m) . Mature
males are obvious due to their very tall
dorsal fin . Large males will often take on
the most dangerous jobs when tackling
potentially dangerous prey, but females
appear to be responsible for teaching
hunting techniques to their young .
Orca whales appear to use their calls
extensively to keep in touch with each
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other and to coordinate their hunting
behaviour.
They are common in Antarctic waters,
with a population estimated at about
70000. They are known to feed on fish and
squid, on Adelie and emperor penguins,
Weddell, crabeater and leopard seals,
and on minke and other baleen whales.
It was also thought that they migrated
away from Antarctica in winter, but there
have been some rare sightings of them
deep inside the pack ice in the heart of
winter. Furthermore, small calves have
been sighted in mid-winter, indicating
that orcas are the only species of whale
to breed in Antarctic waters.
Previously thought to live on the
outer fringe of the pack ice, we now
know that they can live deep in the
ice, even in winter.
Usually black and white, in Antarctic
waters their skins are covered with a film
of plankton called diatoms, which gives
them a brownish and yellowish hue.
Orca whales are found almost everywhere throughout the earth 's oceans.

Recently they were seen herding dolph ins
against a beach in Southern Tasmania,
so they could attack and eat them.
In Patagonia, South America, and at
the remote Crozet Islands in the Southern
Indian Ocean orca whales have learned
to feed on young seals by pursuing them
to the water's edge . They will even pursue
until they are half out of the water on
the beach, they then wriggle back into
the water, often w ith a hapless seal
pup in their jaws.
All images, text and downloadable files in
this website are copyright © Commonwealth
of Australia 2008 or respe ctive authors
where indicated. You may download,
display, print and reproduce this material
in unaltered form only (retaining this notice)
for your personal, non-commercial use or
use within your organisation. Source credit
must be given as follows: © Australian
Antarctic Division 2008, Kingston Tasmania
7050. Apart from any use as permitted
under the Copyright Act 1968, all other
rights are reserved.
Soaring Australia
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KEEPIT SAFARI
- 9 December 2009

would not have allowed the crew to climb
out of the valley they were in, but they
were saved by a low thermal. In a little
over 20 minutes, the DG-808 went from
13500 down to 4500ft or around 2500ft
agl, well into the fear zone . Down low,
the temperature in the cockpit was oppressive since it was in the mid-30s on the ground.
Initially, the course was Keepit, Coonabarabran, Coonamble and Narromine but
most voted to shorten the course and
skip Coonamble . Things were easier after

Extracts from John Clark's article in Keep Soaring, the online magazine
of the Lake Keepit Soaring Club - http://www.keepitsoaring.com/LKSCI

THE 2009 EDITION OF THE KHPIT SAFARI LEFT LAKE KEEPIT
ON MONDAY, 9 DECEMBER EN ROUTE TO NARROMINE.

~

he fleet was less than originally expected, being nearer to Christmas than usual
and immediately after the Nationals. Ken
Flower and Ross Edwards were in the

in my mouth for the next hour until I
had worked out a fix. Being somewhat
over hydrated by then, I had to set up my
'pilot relief' system and remembered that

Grob 109, Ray Tilley and AI Giles flew the
new Duo Discus . There were two selflaunchers, Geoff Neely in his DG-400 and
me, John Clark in a DG-808. The party was
led and followed by the team leader Ian
Barraclough in his Super Cub and on the
ground, Geraldine Clark.
My own departure from Keepit was
interesting in that as soon as I reached for
my Camelbak tube after take-off, I found
I was sitting on it. I had been stowing
the bladder in the tube beside the seat
for the oxygen cylinder, but since I was
now carrying oxygen and had a second
back-up water bladder, I had not properly
tested the plumbing for the new layout.
As I pulled on the tube, the mouthpiece
came off (it's only slip-on) and suddenly

it had a clamp on the flushing line which
fitted over the Camelbak tube nicely. But
by then all the maps I had tucked under
the 'chute were soaked and falling apart!
The Safari is a cooperative affair and
there are no winners, except that on that
first day, Geoff Neely clearly won the leg
to Narromine. The day was difficult; a blue
day into a headwind that measured over
20kt. Initially, some managed to get up
to 13 500ft but it was still very hot in the
cockpit. Anyone who got on the eastern
side of the Warrumbungles soon realised
that this was a major bungle. Probably
a rotor over the back of the range, quite
likely under the conditions, caused massive
sink over a very wide area which Geoff
avoided by flying on the far side.
The Grob 109 was caught in sink so bad
and for so long that starting the motor

I was hosing water allover the inside of
the cockpit and canopy. I stuck the tube

Coonabarabran, but still slow with most
people barely averaging 60km/h .
Fortunately Geraldine was waiting for
the Safari at Narromine with a bucket full
of ice and cold beer which was downed
well before the promised barbie. Meanwhile
the young JoeyGlide folk at Narromine
were enjoying a game of night cricket to
work off their excess energy after the day's
450km task: score 1 to the young folk .
Day 2 saw us leave Narromine early
with a task to fly to Lightning Ridge
and a grim forecast. An easy 300km,
unless you have a headwind of 20 knots
plus again. The course is approximately
340 0 and the wind was 295 0 and never
below 20kt. A front was visible over
the Narromine strip as we took off and
though it was possible to get a climb
right off the strip up to 9000ft, the next
thermal was a nervous 20 minutes later,
a pattern which was repeated almost all
day. The sink between thermals was epic,
so much and so difficult to get out of that
at one stage Ken in the Grob 109 was
finding it difficult to stay up even when

----- ----- ...
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Sightseeing in the Ridge
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Lake Keepit
Tamworth NSW

The Best in Cross Country
7 day a week operation.
Basic & advanced training.
Intensive or relaxed .. . learn at your own pace.
Cross country courses.
Conversion courses for HG and PG pilots.
Winch & Aerotow.
Air-conditioned accommodation, bunkhouse
or camping.
Fly all year round ...
300 kms in July!

Is this used as a retrieve vehicle?

Everyone has their own idea about the weather

Volkswagen powered! We learned the
JoeyGlide people decided to call the day
and not fly : score 1 to the old folk .
As the day wore on, the front came
through and what blue sky there had
been was covered with strato cirrus and
some odd lenticul ars. Ian Barraclough
radioed that you could 'line up the lennies' and stay in lift, and this was true to
a large extent. There were large energy
bands, but these seemed outweighed by
several much larger sink bands. Finally,
by 4:30pm the sky was completely grey
on track and the ground almost completely shaded, except to the west where
there were some 'golden cumuli'.
These clouds looked like towering
cu and seemed to have bright sunlit fields
under them . Maybe I was hallucinating.
I got a slow climb to 9000ft about 76km
from Lighting Ridge in a thermal so
smooth and steady I don't think I moved
for minutes. I was about 900ft under final
glide, but I thought I would divert to the
nearest golden cu, get a seriously good
climb and then overtake Ray Tilley who
at that stage was the closest to Lightning
Ridge, about 20km ahead of me . The
bearing on these magical cu started at
about 25 0 off track and in an amazing
30-minute glide under the leading edge
of the front in very buoyant air where I
February 2010

hardly lost 300ft; the bearing to Lightning
Ridge widened to 1000 or worse. Si x hours
in the air is my excuse (for a poor 330km
of distance). I chucked in the towel and
started the noise-maker with a profound
sense of defeat. For those of you who
don't fly self-launchers, pressing the starter button is always accompanied by a
sense of relief that the motor is actually
running and an equal dose of shame for
having done it!
Ten kilometres from Lightning Ridge,
the strip appeared out of the gloom
ahead . Lightning Ridge is a bizarre sight
from the air, looking more like the surface
of the moon than anything else. I lost
some spare height over the diggings and
joined the circuit. At that stage, the air
temperature was a less than optimal
40°C in the cockpit. The strip is
interesting : a bit like a foreshortened
version of Keepit or the top of a hot cross
bun . The approach on 28 is quite uphill,
then level with the ta xiway, it goes quite
markedly downhill. Add to that a brisk
24kt topsail breeze on the nose with a
lot of rotor from the trees bordering the
strip. My landing on the uphill bit was
okay but the downhill one was not so
special and landing-long took on a new
meaning. Thank goodness the CFI (aka

'See if I care') Ken Flower, was in the pool
at the motel and I was the only witness.
As I dragged the glider off the strip,
I heard Ian Barraclough radio in to say
that he was 10km out and inbound with
a glider on tow. VH-ZAB had run out of
electricity and height and unwilling to
attempt to start the sustainer, Ray Tilley
had sensibly elected to land at Walgett.
Ray's landing looked ace from a distance,
but even he complained about the
conditions and his performance . Need
I say that Geoff Neely 'won' day two?
He took off early and followed the rhumb
line all the way, perhaps staying just
ahead of the conditions the rest of us
enjoyed. (Alternative excuses are more
skill and experience of course!)
After tying the gliders down, and yes,
the screw-its don't actually work in the
concrete hard soil of Lightning Ridge,
we got a lift to the caravan park. It was
8:30pm and the temperature had cooled
to a pleasant 39°C and the early arrivals
were cooling off in the pool over a few
beers. After a shower which was almost
too hot to bear (in Lightning Ridge, hot
water comes out of the cold tap and only
steam comes out of the hot tap) it was
off to the bowling club for dinner.
Apparently they had been told to
hold the kitchen open for 'a group of
Soaring Australia
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point for
the wind
Once
from the

irates' who were on their way. I guess
Geoff Neely with his beard might be
taken as a retired pirate ... but AI Giles set
them right: "Not pirates. We fly pranes. "
What's the average rainfall in Lightning Ridge? Probably about one millimetre per year judging by the vegetation
all around. Well, true to form, Ian Barraclough brought rain to dry ground again.
We didn't hear this rain falling since it
would have been drowned out by the
noise from the diesel air conditioners.
We woke on Wednesday to a horizon
to horizon cloud cover in ToddAO ... you
remember ... "When the sky is a bright
canary yellow .. . "
With flying as we know if off the
agenda there was a slight feeling of relief
from pirates who had spent six or more
hours lashed to the wheel the day before.
Sure, six hours is not a record, but six
hours under the conditions we had had
the day before - 24kt on the nose and
almost complete cloud cover - was too
much like hard work. So we set about
being tourists and booked a tour of
the opal fields of Lightning Ridge .
It is difficult to get a handle on a
town where the suburbs appeared to be
valued by what is dug from the ground
rather than anything else. I suppose
Lunatic Hill would have been one of the
better suburbs, but like all the others
it looked like the surface of the moon,
riddled with holes and covered in slag

bussed out to the strip, washed rivers
of red dirt off gliders and got ready to
launch. Poor Ian B seemed keen to get
going : possibly to try and shake off the
rainmaker spell! But the mumblings from
pirates with less reliable or powerful
engines got louder and louder until we
abandoned the day again and went back
into the Ridge .
It's amazing what you can find to do
in a place like Lightning Ridge on a dull
day. It's a great place for washing and
drying, both clothes and canopy covers.
There's shopping for rope for washing
lines and tow-outs, lawn bowls for the
active or sitting beside the pool warming
a stubbie of beer. Paradise of a sort.
By Friday the pressure was really on
to get going. Some of the crew had cabin
fever badly, possibly because they had
their brains fried by cold showers in boiling water; brushing your teeth in something which smells like warm swamp water
is a taste which is hard to get used to.
There's no doubt that everyone was affected, but probably Geraldine got it the worst.
Though Saturday dawned relatively
sunny, the blipmaps, the BOM forecast
and the Air Services forecast were all
at odds. Well, mainly they disagreed
about the strength and direction of the
headwind. The decision was taken to
fly to Coonamble, an easy 185km away
which would be a reasonable starting

the leg back to Keepit and w ith
behind us for the first time .
again the mud was squeegeed
gliders and the tie-downs

released with a quick check for opals in
the tent peg holes. The forecast was not
great. Perhaps four knots to 6000ft with
a 15-knot plus wind which might be on
the nose and a day which might end
early. And this is summer!
There are two strips at Lightning
Ridge: one gravel and one bitumen, and
the gravel one pointed into the fairly
fresh wind when we got out there. This
looked like a bad option for the Duo
Discus in that the canopy could get damaged by the gravel on tow. If the two
self-launchers took off on the gravel strip,
they could not see the action on the other
strip and might not be able to radio.
In the end the wind dropped off
in the middle of the day and everyone
launched on the bitumen, downhill in the
classic Keepit manner. First off was Geoff
Neely who radioed in to say that the
lift was a good five knots up to 6000ft.
Excellent news!
Second off was me in the DG-808.
I don't relish crosswind take-offs in a
self-launcher after hearing some horror
stories about power-on ground loops,
but the wind was light and the take-off
was easy. However, I climbed out to over
3500ft in what felt like moderate sink .
Just as VH-ZAB and Ian B in the Super Cub
were taking off, Geoff Neely radioed in
to say gruffly, "If you find a half a knot
up, take it." Bummer!
In fact, the day turned out to be fairly
predictab le. There were almost three
decks of air separated by wind sheer of
up to 70°. Ken Flower and Ross Edwards
'chose' the lower level, from 2500ft to
4000ft and could not seem to get above

heaps and wrecked cars.
We discovered that the Ridge 'bowlo'
was the second largest bowlo in the
southern hemisphere (Dapto may be bigger) but were surprised that it did not
seem to have much of a focus on actual
lawn bowls. Fortunately the meals were
huge and cheap and we had dinner there
every night: probably there wasn't anywhere else . Breakfast was at Chats internet cafe where AI Giles interpreted the
weather over scrambled eggs and toast
and we worked out where to go next.
On Thursday, the blipmaps looked
promising - if you were a farmer - cloudbase at 4000ft and thermals of 0.5kt.
Everyone packed the tour vehicle and
The Lightning Ridge Club winch
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Safari participants Ross Edwards, Ken Flower, AI Giles, John Clark, Ian Barraclough, Ray Tilley and Geoff Neely

this. Ray Tilley and AI Giles somehow used
the upper level from 5200 to 7000ft and
the rest of us used the bit in between
from 3600 to 5200ft.
The track to Coonamble was crosswind
and for once the wind was mainly less
than 15kt so the thermals were not too
broken . There were strong bands of sink
regularly interspersed with bands of moderate lift where you could dolphin fly and
only circle if the lift was good; and if you
got four knots up you were very happy.
Normally this would have made me very
nervous. As a rule I have a minimum
working band between say 10500 and
11 OOOft and feel uneasy about pushing
this. However today the lift was where
it was expected to be and though it was
not strong or smooth, it always delivered
a good climb when one was needed.
The leg took over three hours. As Ray
Tilley pointed out, almost the stall speed
of the Duo ! And if it was won by anyone,
it was won by the DG-808 since everyone
else used their motors after launch. After
nailing down the gliders outside the aero
club, we went into town to the motel to
find the most unusual things: cold water
from a cold tap and air conditioners
which were just noisy. Another great day
of adventure flying!
The 2009 Safari pilots seem to attract
bowling clubs like rain because about the
only place to eat in Coonamble was the
local bowlo, just across the road from the
good motel. Courtesy of Ken and Geraldine,
we got together for a wine and cheese
February 2010

tasting on Ken 's bed, in a motel room big
enough for 20, and at least one of us was
fairly lit up before dinner.
Saturday morning dawned grey and
cool, mainly because the view outside
our motel windows was a huge t in shed
which completely blocked the sky.
After looking at the real sky, it w as
clear that another band of dense high
cloud was stretching from horizon to
horizon right over the top of us and only
a small strip either side was clear blue.
The forecast was for booming three
to four knot thermals up to 5000ft.
Because of the dreaded Pilliga scrub and the
Cliffs of Insanity at the Warrumbungles
in the way, we had elected to go
via Coonabarabran . The strip at
Coonabarabran is at 2100ft so the flight
was going to be well outside my personal
working band in oxygen territory.
Once again, the thermals were
small but perfectly formed, at least for
some of us, and there were very few
nervous moments spent below 3500ft
as we tracked across the flat plain
from Coonamble until the feet of the
Warrumbungles were reached . These are
a very fine group of bungles which tower
at least 17 OOOft above the plain topped
by the Siding Springs observatory and
although climbing up and crossing looked
attractive and would have shortened the
course, it would undoubtedly have been
scary. By this stage, Ken and Ross in the
G109 were skirting around the dark green
and dreaded Pilliga on the northern side

of the bungles, VW powered through
while Geoff, AI and Ray and myself were
semi-cooperatively working around the
south side.
Geoff decided to try the band between
the foothills and the plain . Ray and AI
were suckered into following him until
it was seen that the thermal he was using
to climb was made by rotax and he was
going, like Lord Nelson, to "damn tactics!
Go straight at them. "
I went south, and into thermal
heaven .The rocks at the foothills must
have been roasting since there were good
thermals of six to eight knots up to 7000ft
and more. The Duo glides like a dream
but does not have the climb rate of the
DG 808 (with +8 flaps at this stage) and
it fell to the junior member of the team
to ma rk the thermals for the grown-ups
as we skirted around the foothills of the
bungles. I don 't know how much height
you would need to glide over them
without a worry, but a lot more than we
had, bearing in mind the sink hole in the
downwind rotor (which Ken probably
flew through i).
As we got nearer to Mullaley, the third
stage of the flight began. By now the Duo
and the 808 were regularly topping out
at 8000 and had final glide just after
Mullaley. Justin Smith came out to join
us from Keepit which caused some alarm .
We 'd been hearing odd reports of
smoke and from 10km east of Coonabarabran the sky started to look like Bangkok
with a bromine-like haze everywhere . It
Soaring Australia
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was so dense by Mullaley that we were
concerned that we would not even see
Justin in Yankee Lima as he flew towards
us. He finally appeared between Gunnedah and Mullaley, scratching the deck
at about 6000ft.
Although the Safari, like me, is intensely uncompetitive in nature, I had planned to race Ray and AI to the finish so
Justin was left friendless in the smoke.
Geoff was home and in the shed by the
time the 808 and the Duo were on the

49th Multi-class
Nationals - Dalby.
October 2010
Ralph Henderson

ground, and Ken landed in a few moments
later in the G109.
I finished what seemed like hours
in front of the Duo but Ray claimed that
they had launched 15 minutes later than
me . (He would say that wouldn 't he?)
When I asked him for his flight time he
said, "Three hours 15 minutes," stared
at me for a while and then said, "Three
hours and 14 minutes." He must have
been reading my log book.
So (until the protest committee finishes its hearings) the day was provisionally
won by Ray and AI in the Duo who probably deserved it far more than me since I
always had an iron thermal in the aircraft
(as well as a printout from the engine log
to prove it was not used after take-off!).
The Safari drew to a close on a fine
note. This was undoubtedly the best day's
flying; 220km of very varied soaring from
challenging to scenic to awesome. My
DG-808 used less than 12 litres of fuel for
the trip, and by that measure, I should
have saved enough by 2042 to justify the
cost of the glider. It's difficult to remove
the batteries for charging, so I had to rely
on the built-in solar cells for charging and
they worked brilliantly. I was happy to see
that at the end of the trip, it took only
10 minutes on the charger in my hangar
before it switched to trickle .
For me, the Safari has been everything
I expected . A challenge which took us
all to places we had not expected to fly
to and land at strips where normally
only the big planes fly. We often flew
in conditions where normally we would
have been heading for home by the short
route, but we still found thermals and
stayed airborne. The shared experience
of flying under these conditions built
a great feeling between the pilots who
all flew their planes very well.
Thanks to Ian Barraclough and Geraldine who made it possible (even though
one of them spent most of the nights
adjusting the air-con) . Vive Ie Safari!
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THIS OCTOBER THE MULTI -CLASS NATIONALS WILL BE HELD
IN DALBY, FOR TH E THI RD TIME. TH E NATIONALS WERE
FIRST HELD THERE IN 1994ANDAGAIN IN 2004. BOTH THOSE
COMPETITIONS WERE RENOWNED FOR THE GREAT SOARING
CONDITIONS AND THE FRIENDLY RECEPTION GIVEN TO THE
COMPETITORS AND CREW BY THE LOCAL COMMUNITY.

L

ike the 2004 Nationals, the
organising club will be the
Darling Downs Soaring Club,
which will build on its established
reputation for well-organised and friendly
competitions. Some of the organising
team from 2004 will be back, plus some
new faces.
It will be interesting to see how many
competitors return from the 2004 event
and how many will be able to claim
competing at all three Dalby nationals!
Dalby has grown and changed over
the last six years. The Dalby Town Council
is no more as Dalby is now part of the
amalgamated Western Downs Regional
Council. With the change of council we
have a new mayor in Councillor Ray Brown
from Tara. The region now covers much
of the task area, including the towns of
Chinchilla, Miles, Tara and Wandoan.
Businesses in the region have begun
to diversify from traditional markets in
the agricultural sector into components,
parts and services for the energy sector.
The energy resources' sector, which comprises coal, coal seam gas, coal seam gas
water, ethanol and power station development, has the potential to triple the
region's gross regional product.
With this growth has come increased
demand for accommodation and there
are two new motels in Dalby and many
new shops and businesses. Accommoda-

Dalby grid 2004

tion can be at a premium and we suggest
you book early. Dalby accommodation
details are at [www.dalby.info/htmi/list_
deta i I.asp ?Subcategory=Accom modation] .
The dates for the competition have
been set: 4 to 15 October 2010.
The competition website will be up
and running soon and can be accessed
from the DDSC website [www.ddsc.org.
au] . In the meantime, if you require any
further information please email <info@
ddsc.org.au>.
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[www.joeyglide.com.auJ

:()
JOEYGLIDE 2009 - NARROMINE

5 TO 12 DECEMBER
Anne Elliott

T

en top junior pilots gathered
at Narromine aerodrome from

5 to 12 December to take part
in JoeyGlide 2009 - the under
25s' National gliding championships. The
eight Australian pilots were joined by
Dane Dickinson from New Zealand and
Yuji (Willie) Kataoka from Japan . Both
Dane and Willie also competed in the
N5W State Gliding Championships, held
in Narromine the previous week.

While pilots in that competition experienced some fantastic weather, with
heights of over 13 OOOft achieved on
the final day, the same couldn 't be sa id
fo r the juniors. Only five competition
days could be flown , with most of these
described as 'character bu ilding' .
This year's JoeyGlide was taken out
by Nathan Johnson from New South
Wales with 4764 points, followed by
Queenslander Andrew Maddocks on 4558

'Willie' Kataoka with Soar Narromine's eFI Shinzo Takizawa.
Shinzo coached during the week

points. Dane Dickinson came in third with
4304 points, followed by Nick Maddocks,
Queensland, and Yuji Kataoka on 4076
and 3875 points respectively.
Other juniors to take part in the
competition (in alphabetical order) were
Stephanie Hargreaves (Tasmania), Adam
Henderson (Qld), Matthew Scutter (South
Australia), Adam Webb (ACT) and Adam
Woolley (Qld) .
The competition director was
Heath L'Estrange.

Photos: Anne Elliott

Heath l'Estrange, JoeyGlide 2009 contest director

Second placegetter Andrew Maddocks
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Stephanie Hargreaves

Nick Maddocks and Andrew Stewart

Soaring Australia

9

CHEATING DEATH
Adam Parer

IT WAS TH E SECON 0 TASK OF THE GUlGONG CLASSIC AND JUST liKE THE DAY BEFORE THE WIND
GUSTS AND TURBULENCE iN THE TOW PADDOCK WERE MODERATE TO HEAVY. IT WAS ABOUT 30 TO
35°C AT GROUND LEVEL AND THE CONDITIONS SEEMED STABLE ALTHOUGH THE WEATHER REPORT
HAD PREDICTED GOOD INSTABILITY. DUE TO THE ROUGH CONDITIONS WEAK LiNKS WERE BREAKING
JUST ABOUT EVERY OTHER TOW AND THE TWO TUGS WORKED HARD TO EVENTUALLY GET EVERYONE
OFF TH E GROUND SUCCESSFULLY. THE TASK WAS 209KM, NORTH , TO MANILLA AI RSTRI P.

I

towed out of the airstrip around 1:30pm
and went to release height behind Pete
Marhiene. During the first thermal I
noticed several light inversion layers.
Eventually I drifted downwind and met
up with Chris Jones, Phil Schroder, Oliver
Barthelmes and Dave May and we topped
out at 6500ft before heading NW in a
cross-tail direction to get on the upwind
side of the course line.
Chris was ahead by 200m and after
a five-kilometre glide I watched him
complete two turns in what looked like
solid lift. Eventually Dave, ali and Phil
would also head for Chris, but before
I got there he had already straightened
up and was back into a search pattern.
This was typical of the conditions for the
day; very short-lived 'bubble' climbs, mild
to moderate turbulence and generally
a stable type of feel to the weather.
Way off to the north great-looking clouds
filled the sky along the Liverpool Range
and beyond - we needed to get there,
but for now we continued to hunt for
a core that may be lurking around in
the stable conditions of Gulgong.
While Chris, ali, Phil and Dave tended

for about 100m and noticed the air felt
much better there, still bumpy and stable,
but at least it was more buoyant. I fully
expected to only gain a few turns out of
any climb I may find before it too petered
out. Soon I felt some lift ahead and more
to the left, so I began a shallow turn in
that direction and the vario started to
chirp at about 200 to 300ft/min . VG was
off except for about one arm's length of
rope. I was flying at about 50km/h with a
bar position faster than best glide speed .
As I climbed for about one quarter
of the first turn the 'G' began to lighten
and the nose started to ease over. For
that first split second I expected a 'wire
slapper' to precede a return into normal
flight. This did not happen. The 'G' went
to zero and the nose continued over. I
braced onto the basebar and attempted
to pull in and maintain hang position, but
the 'G' went negative and the nose went
over. I still had a grip on the basebar and

kept my torso as close to it as possible, but
the leg/boot end of the harness continued
to move toward the undersurface and my
upper body would eventually follow. The
nose-over motion accelerated and then
I lost contact with the base bar.
As I fell weightless through the air the
glider proceeded to tumble and I cleared
the wing without making contact as it
passed underneath, inverted. Just as the
glider came around upright, I bottomed
out with a thud when the hang strap went
tight and for a split second I thought
everything may stabilise, however, there
was more than enough momentum to
enter the second tumble. Again I don't
recall hitting any part of the glider as
it went over a second time. I fell with
another thud when the hang straps went
tight, but this time the tension lasted for
a much shorter period of time. I went
weightless as if falling straight down for
several metres before feeling the start

to search upwind, I turned downwind

Back-up webbing separated when stitching failed due
to diagonal load after the sixth rotation in the spin
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Backplate broke longitudinally (due to slider bar
tearing through) and laterally (from G-force in spin)

The slider, main riser, carabiner and hang strap which
should have remained connected to the harness
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of a rotation/spin in the horizontal plane
(like a sycamore seed) .
The first spin finished quickly, but I
entered the second spin with much more
speed . I tried to go for the parachute
handle, but the 'G' force had already
built up significantly and my arms
(and eventually my head) were forced
and held out away from the centre of
rotation preventing me from reaching the
parachute handle. I realised I was in a bad
way and my life depended on getting to
the parachute . Hard as I tried with all of
my strength, my arms remained straight
pointing away from the harness .
What followed is something I could
never have imagined - a force developed
by these rotations, incredibly rapid
acceleration and unbelievable 'G' load
that increased with each spin . I have
watched videos of similar motion when
a glider folds its wings, but on those
occasions the rotation seems to reach
a maximum after a number of seconds.
Not in this case. The 'G' force continued
to increase and since it was transverse to
my prone position blood pooled ventrally
in the front half of my body. In the next
few seconds my eyes sustained advanced

February 2010

haematoma from this force . By the fifth
and sixth rotation the load was so severe
I knew the equipment would have to fail
soon and hopefully before I sustained
serious injury. Then in a split second the
'G' force went to zero and I was being
thrown through space . At least I could
move my arms and hold my head up.
I reached for the parachute handle .
I was aware of moving horizontally
with a lot of velocity but could also hear
the airspeed accelerating very quickly.
Motion through the air was like a projectile that soon turned into a vertical freefall. I realised then I had separated from
the glider. I located the parachute handle
and pulled with my right hand, but
it didn't budge and after a few more
heaves I was convinced the parachute
was going to need a lot more persuasion
to come out. It was jammed inside the
harness. (We would later discover the
back plate had failed catastrophically and
the opening of the parachute port was
deformed as a result) .
As I fought to remove the parachute
I was aware of free-falling straight down
in a boot-firstlhead-up/'pencil' position
(this would later be confirmed by Dave,

Chris, ali and Phil) . Over the next five
seconds I continued to struggle with
the parachute while the sound of the
airflow reached a maximum. I was at
terminal velocity.
One arm was not strong enough so I
reached down with the left and with both
hands heaved on the handle and finally,
after another couple of seconds I felt the
parachute come loose. I threw it sideways,
let go and waited.
What came next was the most painful
and violent impact I have ever felt in my
life as if I had been torn in half. Extreme
pain instantly filled the body with the
worst of it concentrated in chest and
upper back. I knew I had sustained serious
injury and immediately suspected my
back was broken. Then I looked up just
enough to see one of the most beautiful
things in my life, the clean circular shape
of the front third of the parachute, taut,
inflated and intact. The airflow was quiet
now and the earth was no longer hu rtling
towards me. In less than 15 seconds I had
fallen 4000ft, the parachute and harness
survived the deployment and so had
I, but not without injury and the pain
suggested I was in a real bad way.

Soaring Australia
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Aero medivac to John Hunter Hospital

Lucky to be alive! Day 12

The thought of paral ysis filled my
mind and I needed to know. I tried to
wriggle my fingers and they moved . Then
I thought with some dread, 'My legs?' I
tried to wriggle my feet and they moved
too. Relief mixed in with the pain, but
concern remained that my back was probably broken despite the spinal cord
being intact. I needed a soft landing to
protect what wasn 't damaged . I looked
down and the remaining 2000ft came
up very slowly. I could only just breathe .
I needed to get down as soon as possible
and get help .
After a minute of trying to get more
air into my lungs my colour vision started
to fade, I was graying out. I remained

The A-frame shows evidence of point loads,
but I do not recall connecting with the downtubes
and have no bruising or injury to suggest this
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conscious, but gradually blacked out
and feared I may have sustained fatal
internal injuries.
My thoughts immediately went to
my wife who passed away earlier this
year. I hoped that if this was what was
happening to me then I would be with
her soon. Then I felt content for the f irst
time in four months. My soulmate, taken
away so earl y in our life together with
whom I had shared so much in seven
years of marriage ... Pain was no longer
on my mind and I felt calm. After a few
moments an awareness came over me
- I was not dying, I would survive, and
this was not my time . The peace gave
way to the pain which returned with a
vengeance. Shock set in and I passed out.
When I came to I w as on my back
look ing up at the sky. I looked around
and suddenly the realisation of what had
just happened came back all at once.
I said out loud in astonishment and
relief, "I survived! " Then I started to get
dragged backwards at a walking pace
for a few feet before coming to a stop.
I looked over my shoulder and there was
that beautiful red coloured parachute
again, right behind me on the ground
and still inflated. A gust came through
and I slowly got dragged along the
ground a few more feet.
The pain was worse than ever now
and I had to get out of the harness.
I rechecked arm and leg movement
and all were still working . I unclipped
the leg loops and the waist belt and
as I struggled in vain to undo the chest
buckle I heard a voice from behind . A
farmer who had seen my parachute from
a distance sitting inflated on the ground
drove over to check it out. "Can I give

you a hand there son?" he asked as he
walked into my field of view where I lay
on my back. "Yes, undo this buckle and
call an ambulance, " was my reply.
He too struggled with the chest strap
and I thought it may be jammed from
the deployment. I had one more go and
it released . I rolled out of the harness,
stood up, walked over to the shade of
a nea rby tree and ca refu lIy crouched in
the least painful position. There I stayed
for the next 90 minutes until I could
be evacuated .
Three things I saw that day will stay
with me for the rest of my life. First,
a glimpse of that High Energy parachute
quietly soaring above and taking me
safely to Earth after the wildest and most
painful ride of my life. And again as I lay
unconscious in that field, waking up and

Keel broke in two spots. One break looks like a
negative load and the other looks like a positive,
the spin could be the cause

Nose wire failed at crim

The hang strap pillar folded back and partly recessed
into the keel. Very significant G force required to do
this damage. Definitely due to G-force from the spin

looking over my shoulder to see it there
once again, that big red parachute on
the ground, still inflated as if continuing
to watch over me.
Second was the sight of ali, Dave,
Phil and Chris all coming in to land only
metres away from where I crouched in
absolute searing pain . I watched them
get out of their harnesses one by one and
I felt much better straight away. It was
like the cavalry had arrived . They rallied
around me in relative silence, but their
concern was obvious. It took 45 minutes
for the ambulance to arrive, but the pilots
urged the paramedics on and tried to
hurry them to do whatever was necessary
to get me out of there and into hospital.
I heard ali pleading with the Ambulance
Officer, " You need to get the helicopter;
just send the helicopter right now. " Dave
February 2010

~
sat next to me and relayed my answers and questions as I could
hardly speak . I can't describe how good it was to have them there.
Then the red and yellow Westpac helicopter touched down!
The crew was on the ball and once airborne I finally realised
I was safe . We lifted off and headed straight for The John Hunter
Hospital in Newcastle.
As I was wheeled in through the hospital doors a familiar face
in a green medical gown stood there waiting - Conrad Loten, fellow hang glider pilot and head of the Emergency Department, took
over my treatment and directed his staff calmly, but with obvious
authority and competence . After the CAT scan Conrad came over
to my bed and confirmed the damage; six broken ribs, a collapsed
lung, broken sternum and a flail fracture of the chest. "What
about my back?" I asked . With a hint of a smile he assured me the
back was in perfect condition, no damage to the spine whatsoever.
Quietly, but with apparent concern Conrad kept in touch with my
progress and treatment over the next week. I was very lucky indeed
to have him looking after me. Lots of friends visited every day and
thankfully I made a quick recovery in that first week. My family came
each day with meals to spare me and my recovering body what was
offered on the hospital 'menu'. While the prognosis is still uncertain,
it seems as though I could expect to make something close to a full
recovery. Everyday I am feeling much stronger.
I was very lucky to have survived this accident and many things
were in my favour including a lot of luck. The specialists believe
health and fitness gave me a big advantage not only aiding in the
healing but also preventing more serious injury. Since my wife
passed away some months ago I have lost a bit of weight and I
suspect the less momentum I had when the parachute inflated the
better. She always looked out for me in the most unusual and often
in the least obvious of ways and it feels she continues to do so.
In hindsight, I began preparation for this accident 18 months
ago. At Forbes in 2007 I watched Austrian pilot, Andreas Orgler,
experience an almost identical accident. While his incident did
not involve the violent sycamore rotation he did tumble twice
and then separated from his glider. His pilotless wing then
descended straight at me, head-on, and only just cleared mine
with a closing speed that would have certainly brought me down
too . Meanwhile Andreas quickly deployed his parachute during
his freefall and well before achieving terminal velocity, but
despite his much lower speed the inflation was explosive and the
parachute failed . He continued to freefall right before my eyes.
Witnessing such a traumatic event left me deeply affected for
a long time, but it was the motivation to understand why it happened and then re-equip with the most advanced Skyline harness
and a new High Energy parachute. The equipment could and did
survive this rare and 'unlikely' event where pilot and glider are
separated in flight. The accident in Forbes helped prepare me to
survive mine at Gulgong . This may be small consolation to those
who have never met me and knew Andreas, but the fact is there
are many people here now who are very relieved and very happy
because I am alive . He helped save my life.
I am very happy to be alive .
My understanding of flying has not changed in any way and
I am not left with any doubt about the safety and risks of hang
gliding . I hope to fly again, but that depends on the ribs, and if
I get to fly for another 15 years I would be surprised if I ever come
across the same air that led to my accident last Monday. Nothing
I could have done and no sort of equipment would have behaved
differently. The air was tipping me over no matter what.
Check your equipment and update to the best and safest.
Fly safely.
February 2010
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ADVANCE

ALPHA 4 -

LTF 1 : Simply the best entry level glider

available . Read Test Report in SA Mag .. ..... .... ... .... .....
~
ADVANCE

ALPHA 4 HIKE - LTF

1-2 : Light weight version

especially designed for hiking, and traveling ... .. .... ... ...
~
ADVANCE

EPSILON 6 -

$3800.00
$4400.00

LTF 1-2 : Perfect all round recreational

glider. Also has DULV certification for PPG use ...... ... .... $4400.00
~
ADVANCE

SIGMA 7 -

LTF 2 : The 7th in the long series of this now

legendary Sports Intermediate ... ........ ... ... .. .. .. .............

$4900.00

~

AD~CE ~MEGA 8 - LTF 2-3 : coming soon © ..... $5400.00
ADVANCE

BIBETA 4 (38/42) -

LTF 1-2 : The professional pilo ts

choice, perfect launching, light handing, reliable ... .... . $5400.00
Since 1988 Advance has produced the highest quality Para gliders on the
market so you can fly First Class every time. Oeveloped by a team of
champions and the worlds most qualified designer for gJj levels of pilot.
Recent results: World Champion 2009, World Cup Winner 2007 and 2008
and Red Bull
Winner 2009 !Ii www.advance.ch

~
ADVANCE

PROGRESS 3 v3 of this classic harness, unique
diagonal active bracing, easy to get in/out of hang, comfortable,

safer in turbulence than open harness's, 3 sizes ....... ..... .. $990 .00
~
ADVANCE

SUCCESS 2+

New 2009 design, DHV back-

protection, fu lly fea tured, 3 sizes ........ .... .. .... .... ... ..... ...... $990 .00
~
ADVANCE

IMPRESS 2+

There are lots of reasons why this is by

far the most sold camp harness in the world. 3 sizes .....

COCKPIT - Carry Loads of storage and pockets,

$1250.00

clear zipper

flip lid for instruments. Advance quality ..... ... ....................

COCKPIT - Guard

$99 .00

Front cockpit style reserve mount with

$110 .00
SPEED BAR With cable hoop, lines and clips .................. $77 .00
WIND SOCK 1.2m and durable (2m also available) ..... $33.00

clear zipper instrument lid as for "Carry" .... .... ... . .. .. .... ..

In stock always - Stubai carabiners, mail/ons, clips etc.

RIS3 New 3rd generation design with inner bag drogue chute for
faster opening. Available in 3 sizes (all up weights) - Nona (special
light weight construction for Hike style equipment - just 1.6kgs !) 70lOOkgs, RIS L 80-120kgs, RIS XL 1OO-140kg .....

from $770 - $840

~'" Manilla Paragliding
Sales - Service - Expert Advice - Tuition

Ph : 02 67 85 65 45
email: skygodfrey@aol.com

-

VISA

www.flymanilla.com

,iii

AH prices lnclucte express poslage
Ph, Fax and email orders accepted
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100 YEARS OF HUMAN FLIGHT

GLIDING
CORNER
n 2006 the Australian Gliding Museum
undertook its most ambitious project up
to then : to construct three replica Taylor
gliders for the purpose of recognizing
the first human flight in Australia on
5 December 1909.
Historians have long argued about
who was first but it is now generally
conceded that it was George Taylor who
sustained the first free flight. On that
day in 1909 there were approximately
30 flights undertaken . All but the last
flight were tethered, much like a kite.
On the final flight that afternoon the
glider broke free of the ropes and George
Taylor flew across Narabeen beach and
landed in the surf. Lifesavers from the
nearby club sprang into action and
assisted in his return to the beach .
Others to fly on that day included
Hallstrom and both his wife and Taylor's.
The Australian Gliding Museum was
contacted 12 months prior to the anniversary and asked if they could provide
one of the replicas for a display to be
held at Narabeen. Geoff and I put our
hands up to transport and set up the
replica as we both have a penchant for
history and we figured there couldn 't
be much more history than this. In some
respect we thought the trip could be
done quite easily but events almost stopped the celebration from going ahead .
Now most of you know that for
anything aviation to proceed we need
to introduce politics to ensure that
anything that can be done to stop

IN AUSTRALIA - A ONCE IN

A LIFETIME CELEBRATION
Geoff Hearn and Ian Patching

things happening is done. The Narabeen
Council was concerned about the public
liability of having a glider on the dunes
and started requesting huge public
liability cover then introduced some
really quite unrealistic procedures.
Discussion between the organisers and
Council resulted in an impasse . Luckily
neighbouring Pittwater Council put their
hands up and offered to allow the show
to continue. At least the glider was in
sight of the Narabeen sand dunes.
Something else that would be
interesting was how the glider would
travel on the trip . In order to keep
rigging time down the tailplane was
removed from the fuselage and the
bi-plane placed leading edges down onto
an open trailer. The tailplane was then
strapped onto the front of the trailer. In
order to stop any chafing there was no
cover to flap around . At the replica's first
outing from Bacchus Marsh to Avalon
Airshow, it became apparent that the
very light construction of the tail may
cause some problems. That was only 25
kilometres; what about a trip of 2500km?
It didn 't take long to find out. After
a few of the FBT's went past, the tailplane
slowly started to fall apart. Luckily, we
had taken the station wagon so we
introduced controlled failure and stuffed
it into the wagon . The wings travelled
better than we had expected and weren't
affected by anything the weather, or
highway, tried to throw at it.

We had made the decision to travel
overnight and after a remarkably pleasant
13-hour trip we arrived at Pelican Point,
Pittwater. Geoff reckons that I prefer
to travel at night so I can 't see what's
happening on the trailer. Probably so.
After settling in and having a short
snooze to recharge the batteries we
started to rebuild the tail. No problems
with some super glue and clear tape
and it was soon back together and this
certainly made us feel much happier
that all would be well for the next day.
Parking a glider trailer in any public space
usually creates interest with the public,
but nothing like we experienced there.
People appeared from all around and we
spent some considerable time explaining
what it was and what we were doing.
It really created a talking point.
Start-up was set for 7:30am when the
trailer had to be at 'Rat' park . This was
pretty easy as we were next door and in a
short time the wing was undone and laid
onto the ground. We were introduced
to the main players for the morning by
Bernie Mckussy, including the local ACT
cadets, and actors who were to play the
parts of Taylor, Hallstrom etc. Australia
pioneer aviation expert Laurence
Hargraves was played by David Craddock,
author of some very fine Australian
aviation books including gliders. Another
actor was John Tribe from the GCV who
played the part of Halstrom . These guys
looked great in their period outfits and
this helped set the scene.
An excellent production was started
with an overlay tape introducing
everyone and giving a commentary of
the events leading up to the day. CrowdThe Taylor glider replica on display
Photo: Ian Patching
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[www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.au]
wise I can diplomatically say that it was
small, but very enthusiastic. This was
a major disappointment to all of us,
given the efforts that had gone into the
production. After the formal part was
over the crowd spilled onto the ground
to inspect the glider and spend a fair bit
of time talking about what had taken
place. The interest was very high and the
thank yous for what we did were most
gratifying. A large amount of GFA and
Australian Gliding Museum promotional
items were snapped up by the crowd .
Much too qu ickly it was all over,
leaving only the packing up to be done
and saying goodbye to the people who
made it all happen .
We headed off to Camden to stay
overnight and test fly a K-13 I had
repaired in the weeks before. The Taylor
glider certainly created interest there
as well and the members we met made
us feel very welcome . Thank you .
We were back on the road midmorning and arrived back in Melbourne
around midnight, finishing a trip that
we considered to be both an outstanding
success and personally gratifying; and
that we were involved in something we
won't do, nor see, again . Finally a very
big thank you to all the people at the
Australian Gliding Museum for having the
foresight to build the replica gliders, the
GFA, VSA and other gliding people who
donated their time and money to help in
our trip of commemoration. One hundred
years is a long time.

THE FAFNIR
Reprinted from Keep Soaring,
the online magazine of the
Lake Keepit Soaring Club
[www.keepitsoaring.com/LKSC/]

T

he Fafnir was perhaps the first
truly elegant sailplane . It was
designed in 1930 by Alexander

Lippisch for Gunther Groenhoff.
With Hirth and Kronfeld, Groenhoff was
one of the stars of the early German
gliding movement. Small of stature,
Groenhoff was both daring and skillful
and had a haircut young people of today
would spend hundreds of dollars in
'product' to achieve .
The Fafnir was very high aspect ratio
for the time and had highly tapered
wings. Lippisch controlled what would
otherwise have been a dangerous tendency to tip stall by changing the almost
standard foil section of the time at the
root, a high camber Goettingen 652,
to a basic Clark Y section at the tip with
a few degrees of washout. The result
was a heavy glider which was nevertheless very efficient and which could bank
steeply with minimal loss of height.
This was important at the time because
although Hirth had just 'invented ' banked
turns in thermals, most flyers still thought
that flat turns were the way to go.
Groenhoff and the Fafnir would prove
them wrong .

Mal's Minimoa Progress. Mal Bennett is continuing to make good progress with
the Minimoa being constructed for Fernando Salazar. Fernando and Mal are
pictured with a section of the Minimoa
Photo Vintage Times
February 2010

Considered to be the most beautiful airplane of its time,
the Fafnir, flown by Groenhoff, at the Wasserkuppe
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Copy of Groenhoff's Fafnir flight on 4 May 1931 from
Munich to Kaadem, 272km - aerotow start

The Fafnir had for the time, some
unusual features. First was the gull wing .
There appears to have been no strong
aerodynamic reason for this shape .
Lippisch stated that it held the wing tips
clear of the ground to avoid damage, but
a straight dihedral wing would have done
the same . Undoubtedly the gull wing was
elegant and set a fashion which would
last until the '50s. The other remarkable
feature was that the pilot was completely
enclosed and had no forward vision . The
only way Groenhoff could see out was
through two circular portholes, one on
either side of the cockpit. No doubt the
wind noise through the porthole during
a side-slip would have encouraged well coordinated turns!
The Fafnir was not immediately
successful. The earliest design had poor
fairing between the fuselage and wing
root. When this was corrected, the Fafnir
achieved all its designer and pilot expected of it. In 1931, when the Fafnir was a
year old, Groenhoff flew a record 272km
flight from Germany into Czechoslovakia .
At the time, the FAI only recognised
records from gliders launched by the
'classical' bungee launch method . But for
this flight, Groenhoff was launched by
aerotow so the record was not accepted .
The following extract is from Groenhoff's own account published in his book,
'/ch fliege mit und ohne Motor'.
"With the flight to Buehl the usefulness of the aerotowing of gliders had
been proved. On behalf of the Rhoen
Rossitten society I would demonstrate
this new method and the flight should
also prove useful for the research into
areas of meteorology for the Munich
Soaring Australia
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Conference. On
4 May 1931 the
weather briefing in Munich
began in the morning. With the dominant north-west wind the plan emerged
to try an Alpine sail flight. I had arrived
at Munich the day before with the Fafnir
and the tug.
On the Oberwiesenfeld airfield everything is clearly ready for the start and I
want to begin to collect good information
for the meteorologists, but typically the
wind turns and throws out our plans, but
there are many beautiful cumulus clouds
in the sky. Amongst them one had to be
able to hold a glider steady. Peter Riedel
in the sluggish engine machine gives full
power and soon pulls me with the long
towrope over the airfield at 120m.
The Fafnir makes an efficient bounce
on the molehills and then floats steadily
behind the tug. Humans and houses down
below alpinbecome ever smaller. We have
enough height to fly us over Munich. I
observe carefully each movement of the
Fafnir, in order to get the correct moment
for releasing the towrope. There is a
slight jerk, the towrope falls downward.
Riedel immediately flies back to the
airfield and leaves me to my fate .
The thunderstorm forms. The first
hail falls with uncanny uniformity on
the structure Thick, down-torn clouds
hang down before me. The thunder
follows, each time with lightning and
terrible rumbles as if everything would
have become an empty space. I strain to
hear whether my instruments are still
functioning, because of the way that the
flight had started. What will now happen
will be of extraordinary importance for
the scientific evaluation of the flight.
Again I consider whether I dare to
continue this flight into these enormous
natural forces outside, but the options
had already been forged as I had
sufficient time to consider what I wanted
to do in such a situation. Thoughts come
and go .
Finally the time approaches. In the
middle under the heavy dark clouds the
Fafnir begins to rise evenly at five metres
per second. The view becomes ever worse
downwards. Behind, the earth slowly
disappears. Laterally, lightning flashes
in the grey, but of the thunder nothing
is to be heard. The hail strikes noisily
on the Fafnir.
My instruments still shows 'climb'.
The air becomes jerkier. It becomes more
16 Soaring Australia

difficult to hold the Fafnir in a normal
position. The air speed indicator decreases
then returns suddenly. I descend fast,
in order to keep flying speed, but the
pointer jumps back and forth, and the
Fafnir whistles loudly with the excessive
airspeed. The speedometer is clogged
by hail and precipitation. Similarly the
artificial horizon is affected. Only with
the compass and my senses am I able
to continue the flight.
The gusts become stronger. The hail
falls in cherry sizes and hits with such force
against the covering that slowly large tears
develop. The elevator is of little use. A
strong gust lifts me into the canopy cover
above the top of my seat. The machine
reaches such high speeds that I watch the
wing in order to see how they will break.
But they only bend into degrees I would
never have considered possible.
Occasionally lightning flashes; apparently in close proximity. The thunder
cracks, as if the lightning would be struck
into the machine, then rumbles slowly
afterwards from above. I try again and
again to fly northeast, using the compass in
order to come ahead of the thunderstorm.
Finally, I succeed. The hail patters more
quietly and then, in time, I see the earth
very hazily beneath me. I immediately
push the Fafnir into a steep spiral dive.
It is as if I could breathe deeply again
for the first time in a long while. In the
brightness I view my wings. They have
long tears and many small holes. Water
and hail lie as a thick layer on the wing,
but the faithful bird still flies so beautifully
that I do not need to feel concern.
The heavy thunderstorm was perhaps
a hundred metres behind me. The whole
grey of the storm is continually in motion.
Large eddies form; an area for aeroplanes
that would be difficult to overcome.
Before me a marvellously illuminated
landscape lies to the northeast and in
the south, ahead of the thunderstorm,
can clearly be seen the long Alpine chain
lit by from the sun.
First I go on patrol, in order to see
what size the "front" is and where the
best rising air is to be found. That can
be done fast. The thunderstorm is judged
to be small, perhaps 15km in expanse.
There are fronts of 1000km width.
Ahead of the thunderstorm the rising
air is even and strong so that I climb fast
to approximately 2200m. From time to
time clouds form around me. But in blind
flight I fly again and again with course
northeast to head out of the front. I fly
for hours following the thunderstorm.

Gunther Groenhoff

At one time I discover a butterfly
at these unbelievable heights. I wonder
if, like me, this small chap freezes; but
already I am past it. My seat becomes
damp. The hail, which collected on the
surfaces, is melting. The water gathers
in the fuselage and begins to slowly rise.
For a long time I bore into the floor until
I have a hole through the plywood by
which the water can leave.
Blind flight! It is interesting to observe
what takes place down on the ground if
a thunderstorm arrives. If a large smoke
trail emerges somewhere, I observe the
exact direction that the smoke takes. I
can see exactly how the wind slowly turns
ahead of the thunderstorm and how the
thunderstorm lifts the smoke upwards at
its front. On the edge of the thunderstorm,
long spirals are pulled upwards.
Down on the roads the vehicles dash.
They want to get home before the cold
rain shower. Sometimes I can observe
how the rain approaches them and then
steadily pours. In the trees the storm
before the thunderstorm begins. Lightning
flashes continuously to earth and
sometimes into my locality. Has it caused
a fire somewhere? Nothing is to be seen.
After a long flight I recognise before
me the course of the Danube and then
beneath me the Valhalla. From Regensburg
I cannot see much any longer, because
clouds form everywhere around me and
completely surround me. In blind flight I try
to fly again a northeast course to the front,
but it seems to last for an eternity.
Again the hail begins. It is unexplain able. I assumed that the compass had
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failed and I had again flown back into
the thunderstorm.
The Fafnir suddenly falls steeply
downwards. I come out from the clouds
and approach the ground quickly.
I recognise that I had come into a
developing thunderstorm in blind flight
and am now being pressed down in the
descending air" on the back of the storm.
I circled back to where I had come
from, but it seemed too late. At, perhaps,
150m above ground the descending
air finally stopped. I still had sufficient
height in order to look for a landing
place. Before me I discover a small slope.
I must try and hold there for a few
minutes. With great caution I circle for
approximately 10 minutes back and forth
and maintain my height.
The thunderstorm catches up me
with me again, the updraft strengthens
and then the thunderstorm pulls me
back to my previous height of 2000m.
The thunderstorm passes now over
the Boehmerwald, strengthens again
and unloads itself with force over
the mountains. Slowly the evening
approaches. The sun appears on the clear
horizon and floods everything with a red
glow, a powerful picture after those many
exciting events. In order to land before
darkness, I flyaway from the front and
the good lift.
Slowly I lose my height in gliding
flight, but the darkness comes much
faster than I had expected. When I am
still scarcely 1000m high, the first lights
below are already turned on. The view
becomes ever worse. I see after some
time, how in a larger city before me the
road lighting in a quarter is switched
on one by one. I fly on in the direction of
the city where I will get assistance .

February 2010

I can no longer recognise the
area below me. Suddenly, I see the
lights of a house close beneath me.
It is clear I must land immediately.
I shout as loud as I can to catch
attention, however; suddenly I am
again over a deep and steep river
channel. Between these steep slopes,
without any embankment, flows the
Eger. I wanted to circle back, but I
cannot reach the edge of the slope
as I had no height left.
.... ioo
The far side of the river lay
.- .......
lower and I tried to fly over there.
Now I notice how bad the Fafnir
has become with the hail damage.
Groenhoff with the Fafnir at lungfraunhorn
It descends fast and becomes very
exciting, but with a few metres height
I arrive at the other side and land
disappear behind a few shrubs, but I am
smoothly in a young oat field, just before
much faster. I calm him down with some
words and find that he is going to the next
a high voltage line. Since I hear no one,
locality after Kaaden. I tell him that I had
I call out loudly: Hurrah! I lift my rigid
landed with a glider; an aeroplane without
members from out of the fuselage, but
engine, in the proximity, so he might be
my limbs no longer want to move. Soon I
#

find myself
standing beside my dear Fafnir; the faithful bird. She seems badly mangled. The
instruments still tick to their even work.
After I had called aloud for a quarter
of an hour my throat was hoarse and
there was still no curious appearance
from the public, I decide to follow the
high voltage line along to the next
settlement over fields, meadows and
fields. From time to time there is still
more lightning in the distance. On the
opposite side of the Eger; along which I

am walking, there are so many houses,
but nowhere is there a boat to be found
with which I could cross over.
After three-quarters of an hour I see a
peddler; an old man with a large box on his
back. I call him. He gets such a fright that
he immediately drops his box and tries to

•

. ........

a little interested.
Along the way, he described the interesting life he had as an organ player. Thus
we drew into Kaaden as good acquaintances and said our cordial goodbyes.
The authorities in Kaaden had more
interest in me. They seized the Fafnir
and took it and me into military custody.
I had to disassemble the Fafnir in the
night onto three horse carts, and with
the aeroplane bedded on straw, we drew
into the barracks at five o'clock in the
morning. At seven o'clock the telegraph
office finally opened. I could now telephone the message of my safe arrival.
This was probably the most beautiful
moment of my flight, because I knew that
everyone had waited for my message and
with everything else, they were pleased.

Soaring Australia
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In eightand-a-half hours
flight I had flown

272km and had
brought rich information for
the meteorological research at home. "
When the news came through that
Herr Groenhoff was expected back at
the Wasserkuppe after his record flight,
arrangements were made immediately
to offer him a right, royal welcome. Small
trees were felled, wood collected, and
three cans of petrol obtained . Out at the
crossroads a huge beacon was built with
the petrol amply scattered around . Inside
the Deutscher Flieger Hotel tables were
set in one long line, and all was bustle.
At 8:00pm a telephone message informed us that the hero had left Gersfeld,
which is the village at the foot of the high
ground. In 10 minutes the beacon was well
alight, and the blaze on the top of the
Wasserkuppe could be seen for miles
around. The ambulance man had brought

one of his stretchers on which was placed
a chair. The car arrived and 'the Boy'
(Herr Groenhoff) was pulled out by his
hair, placed in the chair, carried round
the Kuppe and then into the hotel. Still
in his chair, which was placed on a table,
all students and everyone present passed
in front of him and congratulated him.
We were then seated, with Groenhoff
at the head of the table, and beer
provided for everyone. He had a look
round and saw that the workmen who
had made his machine, were not present.
Asked why, he was told that they were
still working on his next machine . They
were promptly sent for and he thanked
them very much for putting such good
work into the machine, thus enabling
him to attain the record.
Herr Hirth then proposed that
Groenhoff should relate to all his
experiences. "Well Boy, " said Groenhoff,
"I was towed off by a Flaming to 600m ... "
... and the rest is history.

SOME THOUGHTS ON RAYWOOD
- NOVEMBER 2009
John McCorquodale - Courtesy Vintage Times

B

ing our f irst vintage regatta, it was a
great opportunity to meet up with fellow
'vintage' pilots that we read about in
Vintage Times!
One cans sense an instant camaraderie, as we discuss the merits of our
older aircraft, and to see the result of
a lot of hard work in their restoration !
When I emailed Dave Goldsmith to
find out if parachutes were mandatory,
in his reply he said that he had been

working hard to have his lovely K13 completed in time to take to Raywood . At
that stage little did I realise that Dave and
Jenne had a fleet of lovely older aircraft!
Arie and I drove from Sydney in the
one day, and by the time we pitched our
tent, a crack of thunder soon announced
we were in for a downpour! What a display of lightning! The Bendigo Gliding
Club crew put on a magnificent feast, as
the regatta was being held in conjunction

A year later, Groenhoff was dead,
killed in a crash in his Fafnir. He'd had
two bad accidents in the days leading
up to this. In one, the rudder became
detached and in another half the elevator
broke off the Fafnir after launch but both
times Groenhoff managed to land okay.
Groenhoff was suffering from depression.
He'd been driving an open car where
the sister of the tug pilot, Peter Riedel,
was killed and Groenhoff was at fault.
At the 1932 Rhon, a few months later,
after the wind had changed on the hill ,
Groenhoff tried a downwind bungee
launch. The heavy Fafnir skidded and
bounced down the hill, the low-mounted
elevator hit a rock and jammed. Groenhoff was airborne for half a kilometre
before the fuselage broke near the tail
and the glider went into a spin . A body
was seen to leave the cockpit and a
parachute open, but it was too late
to save the life of poor Groenhoff.

with a coaching course, by many of the
Victorian Clubs, with all their lovely 'hot
ships'! Getting to know a group of glider
pilots is not difficult, because we all
share one major flaw - we are passionate
about flying!
After rigging our Ka7, and assisting
others to do the same, it was then time
for briefing . Finding out where all these
turn points were with unfamiliar names
proved interesting, particularly as I was
not 'up to speed' on the task of entering
waypoints into my borrowed GPS!
After the regular morning briefings
Dave Goldsmith asked for a Vintage
briefing, to establish what everyone
intended doing; most wanted to stay local
until better weather conditions brought
cross-country conditions. After cold strong
windy conditions, it took a few cooler
days to establish a weather pattern that
would generate enough convection to
allow us to venture further afield .
Once this happened, we had some
wonderful cross-country days, with
some good distances and height gains
being achieved .
The facilities and hospitality of the
Bendigo Gliding Club are excellent. They
are to be congratulated on the site, and
their ability to host us all is just amazing .
The meals were great, and the fellowship
we shared was first rate! We will be
returning next year!
John and Arie in their Ka7 (the other 'Mighty' one)
Photo: Vintage Times
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News from the Schleicher Factory
Without doubt, 2009 has been a very
challenging year for the aviation industry
as a whole and for glider manufacturers
in particular. Diffe rent companies have
employed different strategies to survive
the financial crisis and sharply declining
sales. Smaller manufacturers - especially
those with a limited product line - seem
to be most affected . Some of them are
attempting to make use of their production capacities by seeking orders for composite components from sources outside
the aviation industry.
Schleicher's approach has been very
different. A longstanding strategy of
accelerated development has led to product innovations and the recent introduction of two new models. Steadily improving even their best selling products has
put the company on a path of growth
while the aviation industry is generally
reporting mass redundancies and sharply
declining production figures . Here is some
up-to-date information on the situation
at the world's oldest and largest manufacturer of gliders and motor gliders.
The successor of the ASH 25 was
introduced at the AERO trade fair earlier
this year and is called ASH 30 M i. The
fuselage interior has undergone minor
refinements following suggestions made
by pilots from allover the world. The
aircraft is designed for a wide range of
possible wing loadings and a maximum
all up weight of 850kg. Standard features
are winglets, automatic control connec-
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a high safety fac tor
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bndges the gap for the young pilof between training and high
performance soaring. It combines perforrnance and air worthiness
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scale by
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tions and a two-pack PU finish . At the
time of writing, the prototype wings are
nearing completion and when this article
goes to press the maiden flight is likely
to be imminent. Enough firm orders with
fully paid deposits have already been
received to utilise the production line for
several years. It underlines the confidence
of the gliding fraternity in the Schleicher
design team and the skill of its workforce .
An even larger number of orders
have been received for the ASH 31 Mi.
This new 18/21m self launcher seems
to fit a large market segment very well
and suits the current trend towards total
independence. With the shorter wings it
allows pilots to compete in 18m Class, but
after fitting the long outer wing panels
the ASH 31 Mi can also be entered in
Open Class. In this config uration it can
also be utilised for recreational flying with
Open Class performance.
In both wingspan versions the ASH 31 is
equipped with the same outer wing panels
that have already made the ASG 29
a hit amongst competition pilots.
Pilots attest the new model an equally
excellent feel for the air and are full of
praise for the pleasant handling and the
outstanding performance.
Pilot feedback is matched by recent
competition results. It clearly indicates
that modern 18m gliders can match it
with any of the current generation open
class gliders due to their highly efficient
wing sections and much better agility.
For this reason it is fair to assume that
the recent trend towards ever-increasing
wingspans in open class is fast coming
to an end . Schleicher has a very large
backlog of orders for the ASH 31 Mi
and if the current level of enquiries is
anything to go by the order book is
likely to grow further in the months to
come. All new Schle icher self launching
gliders will in future be equipped with
the fuel injected rotary engine featuring
electronic altitude compensation.
Even though the ASG 29 is still the
best-selling aircraft in the Schleicher stable
it underwent a recent design upgrade. It
proves that even the most popular gliders
can be improved and that the designers
are not resting on their laurels. The main
improvement is not visible at all and is
hidden inside the wing . A cleverly rein forced inner wing skin ensures that previous spar bump issues are a thing of the
past. Stiffening the wing next to the spar
ensures that even after regular and prolonged use of water ballast wing skin distortions are as good as eliminated . Compa-

ASG29 over water

risons with wings of the same age (but
built to the old design) have shown that
the new measures reduce wing distortions
to a point where they are now on par
with any other model of any other manufacturer. The well -liked flexibility of the
wing was not at all compromised by these
reinforcements and the renowned turbulence absorbing characteristics of Schleicher
wings have been retained . Obvious progress in this area has not compromised a
smooth ride with maximum pilot comfort .
The sustainer engines of the ASG 29 E
and the ASW 28-18E have also undergone
changes in the name of progress. A purpose-designed propeller allows higher
engine revs and the ensuing higher power
output has resulted in a much increased
rate of climb. The climb rate of the ASG
29 E for example is now reported to be
1.2m/s or 2.3kt at 420kg . A modification
kit is available for all existing ASG 29
E gliders . Part of the upgrade is a new
engine instrument which is provided by
the factory in exchange for the old one .
Continuing demand for the ASK 21
trainer is underpinned by the increasing
popularity of the self launching version.
The ASK 21 Mi allows not only totally independent pilot t raining but also enables
the owner to offer passenger operations
without relying on launch assistance of
any kind . Several European clubs are
already conducting basic training in the
self launching version of the ASK 21 Mi.
The efforts undertaken by designers,
management and staff were rewarded
by Aerokurier - the leading European
aviation magazine . Their readers selected
Schleicher as the 'Best Brand in 2009' .
The award was accepted by managing
director Uli Kremer on behalf of the
entire workforce.
Stay tuned to this channel for further
updates as soon as they are released by
the factory.
Bernard Eckey
Soaring Australia
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EIGHTEEN AND BULLETPROOF
Michael Young

AS A SMALL CHlLD I HAD THE MOST VlVID DREAMS OF HYING , FLOATING ABOVE THE EARTH
WITH A FEELING OF OVERWHELMING HAPPINESS .

he memory of those dreams never
faded . When I was 18 and at university
in the 1970s, I saw a note on the bulletin
board asking students to join the Wollongong University Hang Gliding Club for a
$2 membership fee - even a poor student
could afford that. I joined, along with
two other guys and could hardly wait
for the first tra ining day.
Alarm bells should have gone off
when our two instructors (probably only
19 or 20 themselves) weren't quite sure

E

how to set the glider up. Remember this
was back in the 'good old days', before
there were any annoying rules.
Eventually we all agreed the glider
looked right and, more importantly, had
no extra bits lying on ground to puzzle
us. One by one we strapped in and took
our turns running along the beach and
jumping off larger and larger sand hills
all morning, never more than six feet
from the ground .
The very first time I ran along the
beach into the wind, I soundlessly lifted
up off the ground, flew over the water
and landed like a bird on a rock . It was
even better than I could have hoped my dreams were actually becoming reality.
As the day drew to a close and we
were about to start packing up, one of
the instructors jokingly asked if any of us
wanted to launch off the cliff. Well, I was
18 and I felt invincible . All testosterone
and no brains. We were at Sandon Point
and from memory the cliff is about 60ft

above a rock ledge which goes out to sea,
a forbidding sight.
As I strapped in up on launch I'm sure
no-one really thought I would do it, but
as I said, I was 18 and just stupid, I guess.
I'll never forget the sensation of pushing forwards off that cliff. Plunging
downwards for a second or two and then
as I pushed on the bar, soaring upwards.
All hang glider pilots know the feeling,
it's totally addictive. I flew back and
forth along the cliff face for five or 10
minutes. I felt like the king of the world .
The guys were all hooting and shouting
encouragement and instructions at me,
but I couldn't hear them clearly, and I
realised that I had no idea how or where
I was going to land and I couldn't just
keep going back and forth forever.

Explorer LD
Why compromise?
Locally made, supported
and priced.
Improvements for safety,
comfort and simplicity.
20 Soaring Australia

A range of options for
your budget and needs.
Open up new flying
opportunities.

AIR'T"lmE
'-

PRODUCTS
.c om.au

50 I decided to copy the pilots I'd
watched flying at Stanwell Tops and spiral
around . Big mistake! I was only maybe 20
or 30ft above launch and close to the cliff.
As soon as I turned my back to the wind
I knew I was in trouble. Within seconds
I'd dropped down almost to the rock
platform, narrowly missing the cliff face.
I held my turn and as I headed back into
wind I was just above ground level. As
I pushed the bar forwards and began to
level out, I had a split second of euphoric
relief when I thought I'd make it.
Then I saw the rock.
Then I hit the rock . The last rock
jutting up before the water. A sudden
thud, hard rock then water and panic. ..
I was alive, and seemed unhurt. I saw
my wallet floating next to me, and picked
it up casually, like I hadn't just looked
death in the eye. Oh, to be young and
stupid and oblivious to danger. It haunts
me now to realise how close I'd come to
ending my life before it had really begun .
We celebrated my survival at the local
pub, I had a few bruises and scratches, but
the glider was a write off. That, as far as
I know, was the end of the Wollongong
University Hang Gliding Club. Sorry guys!

(If any of you guys remember that
eventful day or know if the Wo/longong
Uni Hang Gliding Club ever recovered
from my brief membership, please let me
know. I now fly a paraglider. so the club
is safe.)
February 2010
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~ XC Open World Series

•

- Manilla 2010

30 January to 6 February 2010
(7-1012 reserve days) Mt Borah, Manilla, NSW. First
event of the 2010 World Series. FAI Cat 2 event
for all levels of pilots (with XC experience) and
designed to provide opportunity to fly XC in safe
locations every day. Pilots can launch from any of
the four Mt Borah astro-turfed pads - no queueing,
no pressure. Re-flights are permitted from bombouts (even >20km away) and a variety of Open
Distance Task options are available. This includes
free chosen turnpoints whereby wind changes can
be used to greatest effect. Previous Manilla events
have seen over 2/3 of pilots fly PBs. Classes for LTF
1 and 1/2 (Fun), LTF 2 (Sport), LTF 2/3 (Serial), Open,
Women's and Teams (with bonus factors). Entry is
120 Euro, includes unlimited Borah basher rides,
T-shirt, Manilla Sky Sailors Club site fee (refunded
if a pilot already has the sticker), welcome and
presentaion party, prizes, expert XC weather and
safety briefing by Godfrey Wen ness. A retrieve
service is available as an optional extra. Entry and
more info at [www.xcopen.orgJ.

_

Horsham Week 2010

. . . 6 to 13 February 2010
Horsham Aerodrome, Victoria. Entries (max 40
gliders) will be accepted up to the first competition
day: fee $100. Visit [www.printerschoice.com.au/
Horsham2010/] for official entry form, turnpoints
and competition local rules. Please note FLARM is
mandatory. Note: To ensure your place please email
the competition director well beforehand indicating
your intention to attend. Competition contact:
Geoff Vincent (Competition Director) 03 98490061,
0409 336914 or <geoff.vincent@optusnet.com.
au >. Horsham Week 2010 will also incorporate the
Victorian State Gliding Competition. The competition
will be preceded by the VSA Cross-country Coaching
Week featuring seminars, pre-flight briefings and
post-flight analyses. Coaching contacts: Ian Grant
0398771463,0418271767 or <ian .grant@aapt.
net.au>, and David Wilson 0407825706 or
<dwjcra@ozemail .co.au >.

A

2010 NSW State Titles

"

14 to 20 February 2010

Manilla, NSW. Registration at the Royal Hotel on
13 Jan from 4pm to 8pm . B Grade, GPS verification.
Pilot rating: Intermediate with inland experience
minimum. Cost $130, includes T-shirt & presentation
dinner. Contact Monica Barrett 0425 847207.

_

2010 Lake Keepit Regatta

far and break my previous best distance record?
Thrown in for free as well! Do I get to feed my
face for free at the presentation dinner with a lot
of egotistical pilots who will be gloating about
how far they have flown for the week? Absolutely!
Requirements: Aerotow endorsed, current HGFA
member. Haven't towed for some time? There'll be
a qualified SSO available to ensure you're towing
proficiently on practice day. Please make yourself
known so we can ensure you enjoy the Dalby
experience safely. Dalby airport is only 1km from
town, plenty of accommodation or camping, please
email us for more info: Comp organiser 'Boot' 0431
240610 <daron@aclad.com.au>, comp director
Annie Crerar 0419 739900 <annie.bruce@bigpond.
com.au>.

Manila, NSW. Crews of four pilots (one adv, two nov,
plus any other rated pilots) and scoring using handicaps on the kilometres you fly, even you can win!
It's a great way to try out the comp scene. The
budding comp pilot must have at least five XC
hours outside of their course, a reserve and radio.
Competition fee $20 or free if registered by 18
March. Info at [http://hunterskysailors.org.au/soo].

GQ

&

"

14 to 20 March 2010

It's on again! At Dalby Airport, QLD. Comp fee:
$150, tows $250 including Saturday's practice day.
Legendary 'Big Air' T shirt included. Do I get to fly
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Gliding Qld Easter Comp 2010

. . . 2 to 10 April 2010
Hosted by Caboolture Gliding Club at Chinchilla.
Sports Class and Club Class in a friendly comp for
pilots of all levels. Entry fee $200 until 1 March,
then $250 for late starters. Details, including
expressions of interest and entry forms at [www.
glidingcaboolture.org.au/Easter10].

"

Dalby 2010 'Big Air'

Tumut Ea~ter Fly-In

Tumut, NSW. This iconic and awaited event is again
happening this Easter and promises to be a fantastic
chi ll out time with loads of fun for all the family
and you, the pilot. All this happens in a relaxed
and family oriented atmosphere which attracts
hang gl iders, paragliders and trikers and is open
to all HGFA members and their friends. This year
again sees the program run from and based at
Tumut aerodrome with free on-site camping, low
cost trike towing for hang gliders as well as TIFs
for the adventurous. Soar over the edge of the
Snowy Mountains as well as the beautiful town of
Tumut situated at the northern end of the Snowy
Mountains with its vast wilderness areas, National
parks and multiple flying sites. Safety and pilot
support are again the key objectives for 2010.
Bring the family and share the fun . Hosted by the
NSWHGA and the ACTHGPA, phone Michael Porter
on 0415 920444.

A

A

A

_ " 2 to 5 Apnl 2010

Lake Keepit Soaring Club will be holding a regatta
for pilots of all levels. This will be a handicapped
competition with a maximum of 20 gl iders. For
further information refer to <keepitsoaring@
bigpond.com>.

AAAlCat 2 PG competition. Come to Bright for some
great tasks in the hills. This year the competition will
run back-to-back with another AAA in Corryong for
the full mountain experience. Entry fee $230, see
website for full details [www.brightopen .org] .

OVERSEAS

~ State of Origin 2010
.
2 to 4 April 2009 (Easter)

. . . 21 to 27 February 2010

~ Bright Open 2010
•
6 to 12 March 2010

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

18th Flatter than the
Flatlands

2 to 5 April 2010 (Easter)
Cross-country towing competition . The event will
be conducted over the four-day long weekend at
Birchip, VIC. Entry fee is $80 and includes map,
daily prizes, presentation BBQ, scoring, goal beers
and lots of fun. GPS and parachute required .
Discount available for teams with a first time pilot.
Registration for teams opens 7pm 2 Feb 2010.
Contact: Wesley Hill 0408 305943 or <wes.hill @
yahoo.com.au >, [www.hgfa.asn.au/- fttf].

&

49th Multi Class Nationals

. . . 4 to 15 October 2010
Hosted by the Darling Downs Soaring Club at Dalby
Aerodrome. For further information <info@ddsc.org.
au>.lnternational events can be found
at [http://events.fai.org/].

Second Super PG Testival 2010
This international paragliding event
is hosted in Kessen, Austria, this year
from 13 to 16 May 2010. Organised by
'Fly Kessen' director Sepp Himberger
and his team in close cooperation with
PMA (PG Manufacturer Association) and
proudly sponsored by the town of Kessen,
th e Regional Tourism, the Tyrolean
Government and Chamber of Commerce.
Kessen is wellknown for hang gliding
and paragliding and has hosted international
events, such as World and European championships. Its central location in Europe
with travel connections via Munich, Salzburg or Innsbruck and close to the autobahn and railway net makes the 'Tyrolean
Kaiserwinkl' a popular flying destination.
Last year the event proved sensational,
with all 24 market leaders on site, about
2000 pilots visiting, testing gliders and
equipment and doing a remarkable 5600
flights in four days without any accidents.
Based and on a low cost budget for
the manufacturers and on a lean
organisation, the economic result of the
event was great - manufacturers had full
order books and the entire region was
booked out.
SPT 2010 will be organised on a
similar basis - all manufacturers restricted
to an equal stand size on the Kessen
landing site, no air shows to allow pilots
maximum time for testing gliders.
Come and celebrate with us at the
'Super Paragliding Testival' this May in
Kessen, Austria. More informationon
[www.fly-koessen.at/sptJ or <sepp@flykoessen.at>.
Sepp Himberger, SPT organiser

~
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HGFA News • • • • •
HGFA Safety Management:
Recordkeeping And Recovery
Project - Please Send Us What
You've Got!

New magazine anti-censorship
and editorial policy
Appoint volunteer for website
•

Out of every HGFA 'risk' CASA identified
in their survey last year, correcting our
(former) lax document/record-keeping
practices made it to our highest priority.
The Board would like to ask everyone
who has electronic copies of emails or
other documents they've received or
sent to the former board, Chris Fogg, or
anything else relating to official HGFA
business to please forward all of these to
[webcompliance@hgfa.asn.au] .
We sincerely thank everyone for the
effort we know this will entail, but due
to the unpleasant circumstances behind
the removal and non-cooperation of the
former board and GM, asking members
to supply these missing records is our only
option left.
Chris Drake, 2010-12 Board member

•
•
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Online database work
Online membership preparation,
re-establish back-ups, disabled
by former GM last year, extensive
password changes and support
contract, etc, user updates
Colour magazine pages, emails
with members
Complaints and discipline
IT email set-up

•

Forum administration monitoring
members-only

•

Numerous repeated attempts to
recover HGFA records from Chris
Fogg (still ongoing) and records
from former Board (no progress)
Analysis of records for former-GM
termination payment (impossible
to-date, records not supplied)
Investigation of fraudulent
personal expenses and fraudulent
modifications to financially-relevant
HGFA membership records
Dispatch of former-GM laptop to
forensic recovery service to recover
records deliberately erased on

HGFA Committee Progress

and review

Lapsed member work
PayPal set-up (stalled: Fogg
won't cooperate)
Industry Risk Profile (iRP) analysis
Establishment of record archives
to suite IRP risk number one
Formalising online Board and SOC
meetings and voting and making
this process open to all members
(see forums)

teers or contractors who may have been
working on HGFA related projects, to
please identify yourselves and let us know
the status and details your projects.
More info on [www.hgfa.asn.au/
HGFAllllus_HGFA_V2-4.pdf] (Page 24).
Chris Drake, 2010-12 Board member

The Board progress over the Christmas/
New Year period was slightly slower than
normal, but we still managed to do about
a third of the work we'd accomplish in
a regular non-holiday month. Here are
some of the more involved things we
worked on:
Aerosafe teleconference meeting
(whole Board), including preparation

Web forms update (thanks Jan!)
Review of claimed recent former
GM/Board accomplishments
(alarmingly; there seem to be none!),
Ops Manager/Procedure updates
for CASA
iMIS (HGFA database) - learning clone
upgrade automation web set-up
Membership card work
Staff bonuses
Safety and Ops sub-committee
(SOC) reform
Learning office procedures

•
•

Centralising HGFA Records
And Contacts
All HGFA committee and sub-committee
members are also hereby informed that
CASA has ordered the HGFA to centralise
all record keeping, so over the next few
weeks, the use of personal email address
and non-HGFA accounts for conducting
HGFA business will be phased out.
If you don't already have an @hgfa .
asn.au email address of your own, or
you don't know your login and password
details, and you're engaged in any kind of
official or volunteer or contract work for
the HGFA, please contact <chris.drake@
hgfa.asn.au>.
We would also like to ask all volun-

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

13 December
Discussion with police re: criminal!
civil action to recover HGFA records,
Records pick-up (Fogg refused)
•
•

Magazine/website contact/org updates
Alternative records recovery project
though members and from CASA
Aerosafe changes (poster/document centralisation)

Funding discussions
•

Online payment system review
Brief GFA analysis
Draft half-year budget and analysis

•

Future HGFA make-up and
direction debate

•
•
•

Survey preparation
Publishing CASA documents
Past tribunal investigations (stalled;
no records, no cooperation)

•
•

Second Aerosafe meeting preparation
Numerous member phone calls - an
alarmingly large number seemingly
related to past perceived training
monopoly practices
Visit our forums for details, or to

discuss and contribute.
Chris Drake, 2010-12 Board member

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •
NEW PRODUCTS

Thrust HP 2009 APCO's High
Performance Paramotoring Wing
Thrust HP is our top of the range paramotor wing. Our goal was to improve
the wing on most parameters, making it
lighter, safer and better looking - now
renamed Thrust HP 2009 (or for short
Thrust HP '09) .
Improvements are based on accumulated pilot feedback. The HP '09 shares the
philosophy of Thrust HP, but has incorporated new cutting edge materials and the
latest technological innovations to make
it a better performing, longer lasting,
easier handling, lighter and safer wing.
HP '09 is made from new lightweight
Gelvenor double-coated siliconised cloth,
reducing the glider weight by a half kilo.
The cloth is backed by optional five-year/
SOO-hour extended warranty as for the
rest of our range (exclusive from APCO).

New generation Flexon® batten
system incorporated (see below) for the
leading edge of the ribs, instead of traditional Mylar reinforcement, reducing the
glider's weight by an additional 300g.
Additional advantage of Flexon
batten is that it is practically indestructable . Safeguarding the performance and
launch over the lifespan of the glider.

February 2010
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These improvements
have been thoroughly
tested on Thrust '09 and
following the very positive experience gained,
gradually introduced
on all APeO range as
standard, starting with
Thrust HP '09.
Additional important
improvement is the introduction of stabilo steering as standard
(greatly improving handling on top end of the speed range) something many pilots wish for.
The HP '09 is a significantly lighter wing compared to previous generation of Thrust HP - thanks to the new cloth and
Flexon system, making it one of the lightest wings in its class incredible 5.4kg for 5 and 5.8kg for M - one kilogram less than
industry average and previous version .
In order to prove the safety of Thrust HP, we cooperated
with Air Turquoise - official EN certification laboratory to conduct a new ground breaking test sequence for all parameters of
safety as a paramotor unit, in addition to standard paragliding
certification - the tests confirmed that the reflex hybrid technology of Thrust HP actually improves the safety of the wing on
higher speeds or with trimmers released.
During the test, load on A and B risers were measured at
different angles of attack at different speeds and it was proven that the load rises on A and B risers with increased speed,
making collapses more difficult, contributing to stability.
No doubt, HP '09 will continue the legacy of Thrust HP and
guarantee its standing as best performing, easiest launching
paramotor wing with rock solid safety and light, but durable
construction for which APeO is known . Indeed it is doing very
well on the competition scene and last month we received news
of achievements of APeo pilots on Thrust HP:
Metodi Metodiev first place Kosova Paramotor
Championship 2008
Metodi Metodiev first place Bulgarian Paramo tor
Championship 2008
Callie Calitz first place South African National
Championship 2008
The Thrust HP '09 inherited design features of the HP,
so it shares the certification with Thrust HP.
The colour design for HP '09 remains the same attractive
design as on Thrust HP - highly visible and easily recognisable .
Thrust HP '09 is now in full production and first gliders have
been delivered.
[www.apcoaviation.comj

.FlYTEC:::iiii _~_
6005 Worldwide #1 fully featured entry model. .... . ... $495 .00
6015GPS GPS in a 6005 - new XC vario (with v3 s/ware) •• $715.00
6020GPS PG vers, like 6030 but no p ito t for ASI . .. .. $1650.00
6030GPS HG version (inc mount) .. .. ... ... .. .. .. .... $1970.00
Sonic Mini vario audio only .. .. . . . ... . . .... . ...... . $270.00
Windwatch windspeed+temp ... . .. ...... . ... . ...... $190.00
JOC SkyWatch windspeed only . ... ... . .... .. .. .. .. $121.00

COM

tJdatJftJlP t:~~l!~~·~

IC41 S inc extra HGFA & Manilla c hannels .... . .. .. .. . . $399.00
IC400PRO in car, 20 watt (inc extra chs) . ... . ........ $419.00
Head Sets &
Mic's .. .... ...... ... .. ..... . $77.00

GRRMIH

Gek0201 1O,OOOpts 3D track log, great back up unit. $189.00
GPSMAP76 1O.000pts 3D track log and mapping .... $269.00
GPSMAP76CSX colour with so mem-card slol. . . . .. $489.00
All Garmin models available at Australia's best discount

.~~

adldas
Elevation with special LST lens . . . . . ... ... . ... ..... . ... $1 75.00
Evil Eye with special LST lens . . .. ... ... . ......... . ... .. . $1 75.00
Optical insert special insert for all models ...... . .. . .... $66 .00
All Adidas models at 30%+ disc to RRP !

Downhill Full Face (airsports certi fi ed) . . . ..... ... .. . . . . $242.00
Jetstream Open Face (airsports certified) ... ..... . ... $220.00

SuperFly GTX the best safety available . .. . .. . .. . . . $385.00
GTX lighter we ight version .... . .... . ....... . . ... . .. $365.00

Understanding the Sky Dennis Pagan's all time classic
reference guide to everything you need to know about the
weather - for all soaring p ilots . .. .. .. . . . . .... . ... .. .. . .....

The Art of Paragliding Pagan's easy to

$77.00

use classic

reference book for Novice and Intermediate skills . .. . ...

$99.00

Thermal Flying

The best ever thermalling and XC text book
(for PG/HG j by German expert Burkhard M artens. Grea t diagrams

and expla na tions .......... .... . ... . ... ... . . .. ... .. . ..... . ... .

$110.00

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
OVERSEAS NEWS

Frequently Asked Questions Towards FAI Classes
The PMA has put some answers to frequently
asked questions to the PMA decision towards
FAI Classes of paragliders on the PMA website:
[www.p-m-a .info/english/welcome/the_discussion_abouCthe_
fai _definition_of_a_paraglider'-frequently_asked_questions_to_
the_pma_decision_towards_faiclasses .htmlj.
Hans Bausenwein, Paraglider Manufacturers Association

pma

Speed to Fly/Security in Flight OSL. ... .. .. ... . $66 .00
Manilla Sky PG Worlds 2007 (90minsj ...... .. ... . ..... $33.00
Gettin
h xc Open 2005 (40minsj ....... . ..... . ..
00

~'" Mam a Paragliding
Sales - Service - Expert Advice - Tuition

Ph : 026785 6545
email: skygodfrey@aol.com
www.flymanilla.com
_
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ADVANCED SOARING MADE EASY

- Second Edition
Book review by Dr Richard Q Agnew (Australian speed, distance and height record holder)

IN THE AUSTRALlAN AND NEW ZEALAND GLIDING COMMUNITY (AND THOSE WHO HAVE FLOWN
THERE) , BERNARD ECKEY IS VERY WELL KNOWN AS A PILOT, INSTRUCTOR, RECORD HOlDERAND
HEAD COACH FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

s famous ASH25 two-seater sailplane
'BE' and his brilliant photos of amaz-

H

ing scenery are commonplace in
gliding magazines, as are some
of his writings. With almost 3500 hours
of safe gliding experience to his credit
(including multiple 1000km flights and
one 1116km FAI triangle) he is more than
qualified to explain the entire theory
behind advanced cross-country soaring .
To me it is no surprise that the first edition
of his book, 'Advanced Soaring Made
Easy', sold out very quickly. But rather
than just reprinting it and resting on his
laurels, Bernard has now released the
second edition. It contains almost twice

24 Soaring Australia

Dr Rick Agnew

the number of pages and is printed in full
colour. To say that it is a big improvement
would be an understatement. It is essentiallya new book with lots of 'bells-andwhistles'. It bridges the gap between the
first solo flight and competitive cross-country flying and even prepares the aspiring
pilot for the psychological hurdles of the
sport. Many of the subjects covered are
anything but common knowledge.
Furthermore, Bernard has taken his
readers' requests and comments on board
and has added large sections to every
chapter. He has also improved upon the
book's layout and increased the photo
to text ratio. Some photos can only be
described as spectacular;
even spoiled subscribers of
gliding calendars will look
at them in astonishment.
Bernard is known as a
communicator as well as
a great pilot but above all,
he is organised - maybe
this is his German blood
showing through. As well
as making a complex
subject appear simple
Bernard has included
examples and anecdotes
from his own outstanding
gliding career to help the
reader understand.
His book answers
many, if not most, of the
questions that glider pilots
ask: from early solo pilot
through to competition
pilots and record hunters.
It is also a very helpful
reference for gliding
instructors a nd coaches.
The first edition
was, well - good - the
second edition is great.
Even as a diamond pilot,

ex-instructor and now record pilot, I
use Bernard's book in preference to the
others that can be found next to my
reading lamp, such as:
Helmut Reichmann'S classic 1988,
'Cross-Country Soaring'; George Moffat's
'Winning /I'; the collection of essays in
John Joss' 1974 edited volume titled
'Advanced Soaring - a Handbook for
Future Diamond Pilots'; CE Wallington's
classic, 'Meteorology for Glider Pilots';
and last and most recently, Leo and Ricky
Brigliadori's 2005 'Competing in GlidersWinning With Your Mind'.
High praise, but I believe that in his
second edition, Bernard Eckey has hit the
nail-on-the-head very nicely indeed. Two
multiple world champions such as Ingo
Renner and Michael Sommer have written
a foreword and are obviously also right
behind this new work .
Okay, enough waffle: What about
the book? Why should you own this
new edition? 'Advanced Soaring
Made Easy' is broken into 12 bite-size
digestible chapters. Having said this, I
must admit I read the whole 336 pages
in quick succession - yes, the graphs, 134
drawings and 163 pictures greatly assisted
understanding and made the read so
much more pleasurable. Now I use
this edition as a ready reference book,
especially as colleagues ask this and that.
Chapters include local soaring,
gliding and weather, flight preparation,
extended local soaring, advanced crosscountry flying, winning the mental game,
flying competitively, a technical chapter,
outlandings, safety (lookout, etiquette
etc), ridge lift and slope soaring and my
favourite subject - wave soaring .

February 2010

Bernard Eckey has included in this
edition both northern and southern
hemisphere material so pilots can be
assured that their flying zone is covered .
Readers are also helped by the use of
icons. They alert to a new topic or new
section of text that may be of particular
importance, applicable to a particular
part of the world and/or essential to a
pilot's technical knowledge .
The first major and most noticeable
difference between the editions of
'Advanced Soaring Made Easy', is the use
of better graphics and a much improved
layout. Bernard, I am told, did the print
layout of the second edition himself.
This, I believe, makes this edition a 'must
have' because of the ease of reading and
flow of information, logic and theme .
All chapters contain relevant drawings,
graphs, tables, and the amazing photos
aid the description of the subject matter.
Almost every page contains information
on how to transform new knowledge into
practical benefits. Readers will instantly
see that specific and systematic training

paves the way for even more fun and
enjoyment in gliding.
When I started my own gliding

allowed out of the house as it was
deemed way, way too valuable and
probably a tad mythical. Bernard has

journey, I saved up my meagre pennies
and lashed out on Reichmann . Now I can

managed to break that taboo and now
I have a book that I might even buy two
of and keep one in pristine cond ition
- just for me and my personal perusal,
and the other for the unwashed.
I have relegated my Reichmann to
the bottom of the reading pile: Bernard
Eckey's second edition is now my 'top of
the pops' and will probably remain there
- especially Chapter 12.
The only criticism of Bernard is that he
hasn't given me tonight's winning lottery
numbers which I'll need to buy myself a
hot ship to go and practice, practice, and
practice some more - my new found and
sometimes refreshed knowledge.
Fly high, fly long, fly fast and fly safely

admit that I never really understood his
mathematical 'stuff'. Then later came
father and son Brigliadori's book (2005).
Bernard Eckey, on the other hand, has
produced a high quality book, that
covers all these topics and more, and has
somehow managed to price it so that it
is even accessible to junior pilots. Other
aviators, such as hang glider or paraglider
pilots, will also find it of immense value
and the same applies to power pilots.
If you are looking for reasons to own
a book on gliding, the attractive price,
the photos and 'niceness' are all huge
reasons why you cannot look past the
second edition of 'Advanced Soaring
Made Easy'. I suspect that this edition will
sell out as quickly as the first one and will
be the sort of book that will only be lent
out to the most trusted of colleagues
- if at all. My Reichmann never was

Advanced Soaring Made Easy by Bernard
Ecker, ISBN: 978-0-9807349-0-4, 336
pages with maps, charts, 134 graphs and
drawings, tables, and 163 colour photos.
Can be ordered from the author <eckey@
internode. on. net> AUD$69.90 plus p&p.

Australian Agent
for Davis Instruments.

ECOWATCH
Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive
Kilsyth VIC 3137
Phone: (03) 9761 7040 Fax: (03) 9761 7050
email: <davis@ecowatch.com.au>
web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au]
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NSW Gliding Championships
Fill Narromine Skies
Sean Young

FORTY-TWO COMPETITORS ARRIVED AT NARROMINE ON 28 NOVEMBER FOR THE 2009 NSW STATE
GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS. THE COMPETITION ATTRACTED ENTRANTS FROM ALL OVER AUSTRALIA
AS WELL AS DANE DICKENSON FROM NEW ZEALAND , LTSUO TAKAHASHI , GOE TERAMOTO, MAKOTO
ICHIKAWA AND YUJI KATAOKA FROM JAPAN , AND ANDY SMITH FROM ENGLAND . CONTEST DIRECTOR
COLIN TURN ER. WELCOMED THE EAGER CONTESTANTS AS THE WEEK-LONG COMPETITION BEGAN ON
SATURDAY, 28 NOVEMBER.

thurst Soaring Club and Narromine Gliding Club jointly ran

B
.

the competition. Bathurst
provided the technical and
logistical organisation and scoring while Narromine provided
the venue and clubhouse catering. Arnie Hartley and Des Eustace
were tug masters. David Wilson
from Victoria was the championship meteorologist. The
operation went very smoothly.
Saturday 28 November was practice
day and despite bushfire smoke, dust,
50km winds and cloudless skies, several
pilots braved the conditions and launched
for the practice task of 300km, set by
competition task setter Tom Gilbert.

Sunday was the first competition day,
however, a trough south-west of Narromine with 25kt winds was driving smoke
and dust that greatly reduced visibility.
Col Turner made the decision to cancel
the day, which the pilots applauded at
briefing. Several pilots decided to launch
anyway. By mid-afternoon the skies had
cleared but the wind had not abated.
Adam Gill in a Nimbus 3T flew 200km
at 90km/h. He described the conditions
as "difficult but certainly flyable with
a cloudbase of 8500ft. "
The rest of the week brought very
good conditions with cumulus-filled skies
on Monday and Tuesday and hot, strong
conditions for the rest of the week .

Michael O'Brien in his Discus came
first while Tom Gilbert flying his SZD551 came second; the first of six second
places which were enough for him to

MONDAY 30 NOVEMBER
The day started with blue skies and
excellent visibility. Cumulus clouds
started forming before 9am . Separate
tasks were set for all classes. The main
weather concern for the day was that
overdevelopment would bring rain and
end competition early. However, all gliders landed back at Narromine and little
rain developed in the competition area .
26 Soaring Australia
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win the Standard Class championship.
Scott Lennon in his LS-l F achieved the
first of six consecutive first places gaining
him the Club Class championship . Terry
Cubley in his LS3 did not quite match
the perfect 6000 point score that Scott
achieved but came first on five of the
competition flying days and took out the
15m championship. The 18m Class was
dominated by ASG29s with six of the first
seven places in the overall competition.
Tom Claffey took second place on the day
behind John Buchanan who came first,

flying from Richmond were intending
a practice bombing of Dunedoo, which
is also east in the ranges. Although we
had stealth on our side, the decision was
made to alter the task area somewhat.
There is a new airspace consideration
when flying from Narromine. REX has
a new passenger service from Bourke
to Dubbo, with a SAAB Turboprop flying
directly over Narromine each afternoon
on its way into Dubbo.
The day turned out to be mainly blue
with small cumuli recycling very quickly

Standard Class winner Tom Gilbert

Photos: Anne Elliott

both flying ASG29s. Gerrit Kurstjens flying
a Nimbus 4D in Open Class won the day
and also went on to win the championship.

TUESDAY 1 DECEMBER
The weather was similar to Monday but
there was less overdevelopment with
scattered cumulus over the competition
area. In Open Class Pam Kurstjens won
the day in her Nimbus 4T flying 386km at
120.8km/h, closely followed by Gerrit who
also flew 386km but at 119km/h. Makoto
Itchikawa achieved fastest speed for the
day in the 18m Class at 130.8km/h; yes,
flying an ASG29. David Meredith reached
his highest score of the contest with the
first of two second places in Club Class.

WEDNESDAY 2 DECEMBER
An inland trough to the north of Narromine with south-easterly winds brought
drier air. So the forecast was for a blue
day with little cumulus in the south and
east. The tasks were orientated on an
easterly turnpoint area around Wellington
in the ranges. The task was changed slightly when it was noticed that the RAAF
February 2010

Club class champion Scott Lennon with Bob Hall. Scott scored a perfect 6000 points out of a possible 6000 points
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Michael O'Brien

in the east. Phil Jones in his Jantar Std 2
came second in Club Class flying down the
ridge of hills running south of Wellington
before turning west into the assigned
area task cylinder around Mickibri to the
south of Narromine. Dave Shorter in a
Discus 2B achieved the second of his first
places in Standard class. Terry Cubley just
bettered Andy Smith with 112.8km/h
over 395.3km over Andy's 112.6km/h over
394.1 km to once again come first in 15m
Class. Lars Zehnder took first place in
18m Class in his Ventus, the only day
the class was not won by an ASG29.

THURSDAY 3 DECEMBER

Andy Smith, who hails from Bristol but is in Australia for the
summer soaring season with Mt Beauty Gliding Club

through overnight and we had westerly
winds with unstable air and temperatures
in the high 30s. Cumulus developed
in the east over the ranges and to the
north with cloud bases up to 13 OOOft
plus. The tasks were set into the hills at
Tooraweenah for all but the Club Class,
then west to Nyngan. The legendary
'gigantic blue hole' engulfed a large area
between Gilgandra and Nyngan, and
Kerrie Claffey outlanded her ASW 28
near Nyngan. Tom Claffey in his ASG29
achieved a handicapped speed of 151.7km/h
over 415km. He said his stick speed was
159km/h. Although not in the competi tion, Pepe Gresa in a DG800/18m flew

This was a blue day with light northerlies
ahead of a front expected to pass through
overnight. The tasks were oriented south

951km at 107km/h from Narromine for
the longest flight in Australia that day.

then to Nyngan north-west of Narromine.
Bill Hatfield landed out in his LAK17. It
was a day to spot thermals by looking for
other gliders. Following Mark Banfield in

SAT U R DAY 5 DEC E M B E R
After a great day on Friday, the weather
turned mean for the final day of the
contest. The trough continued to move

an LS1-F, who marked two ripper thermals
for me, gave me a real boost. Mark came
third on the day, but his best result was
achieved in the final day when he came
second in Club Class. Paul Mathews in
his ASH 25 came first in Open Class. Tim
Wilson in an LS8 took out the first of
his three first places in Standard Class.

north and high pressure with subsidence

FRIDAY 4 DECEMBER
Andy Smith who came first in 15m Class
said to me straight after landing, "That

was the best gliding day I have ever had."
At briefing the next morning he said that
after he landed he was convinced that
he must have flown the wrong task as
he was the first in his class to get back.
He achieved 138.7km/h over 438km.
It was clear it was going to be a big
day from early on . The front had gone

moved over the area . There were 20kt
southerlies and thermals to 6000ft
climbing to 7000ft late in the day. Ray
Humphrey flew his ASW 24 in Standard
Class every day and then did all the
scoring for the event in the evenings as
well as working on the task sheets each
morning . He succum bed and landed out.
One or two smart pilots opted out of the
day and a few more did not complete the
task . However, Gary Stevenson in an ASW
20B achieved his best placing, coming
in second in 15m Class.
Altogether it was a great competition. The 2011 NSW State Gliding
Championships will be held at Temora,
and return to Narromine in 2012 .
Full results and information [www.
soaringspot.com/2009nswgd].

Dave Shorter

Left: Open Class winner Gerrit Kurstjens
Photo: Peter Newcombe

John Buchanan back from
a hard day in the office
Photo: Peter Newcombe

Profile - Pam Kurstjens
Courtesy Women in Gliding website

WOMEN'S GLIDING
AUSTRALIA
[http:// 2009.gfa .org.au/index.php?option=
com_content&task=view&id = 729&ltemid=2201

two pre-world championships (Benalla
1987, Minden, Nevada, 1990), and three

Pam Kurstjens at the NSW State Gliding Championship held at Narromine in 2009

women 's European championships. I hold
five world records in Open Class, feminine
category. I hold 14 UK records in feminine
and si x in the general category. I hold
two Austral ian feminine records in Open
Class, a distance flight of 1045km, and
a speed record at 146.31km/h around
a 750km triangle .

Photo : Pet er Newcombe

a child, I always wanted to fly.
I don 't really know why, but we
did live under the circuit of an
airfield for several years.
I read an article about gliding in a
Country Life magazine I'd never heard
of gliding before. The article said even
housewives were learning to glide, so
I thought a schoolgirl could too. It was
the most exciting thing I'd ever done.
What appeals to me most about gliding are the excitement and challenge, and
the feeling of incredible privilege, being
able to fly, and to see the world from the
air. I love the scenery, from the Welsh
borders to the Alps, from rolling English
countryside to the flat plains of Africa
and Australia . In the UK, we had the wartime heritage of hundreds of airfields we
could use, just as in Australia we benefit
from Tocumwal, Temora, Narromine

flJ

and others.
I have been asked, 'what is my favourite moment in gliding '. There comes
a moment in every long or challenging
flight, when you know it is going to work
out. You may be 200km from home on a
1000km flight, and there is that moment
when you are on schedule, with good
weather ahead, and you know you will
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make it to the finish line. After that, the
feeling builds and carries you along to
the end of the flight. Of course it is nice
to win a day in the Nationals, or break
a record, but that moment happens after
landing, and there is quite a difference.
A real highlight in my gliding career
was my first 1000km flight, in an ASW17
at Waikerie in 1989. It took 10 hours, and
required a struggle at the beginning, a
good run for several hours, and finished
with a very careful glide for an hour into
the setting sun . I hardly dared breathe
as I nursed the ASW 17 along at best
glide, feeling my way through the dying
thermals and using every last bit of
energy in the air.
When I'm up in that glider, I enjoy the
fact that nobody has any direct influence
over what I'm doing. It is essential for
my sanity and is a kind of 'place to hide'
where nobody can touch me, and my
success and survival are enti rely down
to me. The moment of take-off frees me
from everything else.
In gliding, I was an Instructor from
1977 to 1997. I have been a tow pilot
since 1977. I have flown numerous UK
and Australian national championships,
and have represented the UK team in

WSPA TO HOLD
SOARING SEMINAR
IN USA

T

he Women Soaring Pilots Association (WSPA), an international

group of women glider pilots,
invites you to attend the Women
Soaring Seminar in Reno, Nevada, USA,
from 19 to 23 July, 2010. You are invited
to arrive by the 17th to take part in some
special Western social events and to give
yourself time to acclimatise to our high
density/Great Basin altitudes.
Details are available on [www.women
soaring .org] or by emailing WSPA president, Neita Montague on <neitalibelle@
aol.com>.
Last year's seminar was held in Lesce,
Bled, Slovenia and this year's seminar will
be the 34th held. Mornings will include
lectures and demonstrations. Crosscountry, badge flights and records are
encouraged . There will be instructors
and dual ships available in addition
to single-place ships.
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GREEN WALLS OF SALAMANCA
(An event that could happen to any of us)
Anthony Sandeberg <tonylechef@yahoo.com>

A TRUE STORY
8 July 2003
It was my second paragliding adventure
to Europe, I had been a number of years
earlier and it was brilliant. Actually it
was the best five weeks of my life .. .
so I thought I'd do it all again. All the
boys had rescheduled their work commitments and we arranged to meet in Thun,
a picturesque village in Switzerland, to
begin our trip. The plan was to fly a few
local sites around Interlaken and slowly
make our way to Piedrahita Spain, 2000km
away for the British Open paragliding
competition. Stopping along the way .. .

Creating Booming Cross-Country
Flatland Conditions ...
Piedrahita is almost a mediaeval town
in the middle of nowhere, hand-built
ancient buildings display grand character
and ambience . Multitudes of huge
winged cranes cruise in, in the late
afternoon to roost on nests that look
like bonfires on the church and town hall
towers, overseeing all the pickings in the
vibrant plaza below.
Meandering laneways lead to out
of the way restaurants. Once glorious
street fountains deficient if not for a
dribble, due to years of drought. Creating

booming XC flatland
conditions for the
many visiting pilots.

The owner hoping
to see his 'more
valuable than his
The friendly youth
girlfriend' glider
and the wary elderly
land unscathed.
Most pilots had
go about their daily
routine. Visiting pilots
taken off, the light
flock to a number
scratchy conditions
made launch diffiof local cafes where
tables and chairs ooze
cult. My prior flight
onto the street in an
had been unadveneasy-going ... anything
turous hugging the
goes fashion. Totally
ridge to the right
unattached from the
of launch dodging
restrictions of their
the power line in
homeland, pilots melt
light conditions
into the intoxicating
A taste of Spain
was torturous.
Spanish culture.
Eventually bombWe were a few days into the British
ing, I hitched back to the top and
relaunched . Uncannily noticing the swift
Open ... well I wasn't, I was free flying .
Small dusties had crept onto launch
departure of two ambulances when there
were 20 plus pilots still on launch! This
throughout the competition and it was
common to hear someone call "Ousttime flying to the left of launch, I'm low,
eyyy!" when everyone would dive onto
10m off the deck, its really stable, no
one is getting up, looks like another sled
their bunched glider, except for the few
out of the 100 or so pilots, who were
ride. I head out over the scratchy outcrop
seeing to nature. It was not unusual to
searching for anything ... then whack, the
see a glider and attached harness 20m
glider kicks back, Eureka! I look up at the
from the ground, snatched up by a
glider to see ... its top surface .
Spanish Diabolo, resembling a Chinese
The glider rockets up at 6.5m/sec, I
dragon masquerading through the sky.
keep the pressure on aware of my limited
height and look up at the glider to see .. .
its top surface, "What the f***!" I scream .
The time it takes to send a message
from my brain to my hands seems like an
eternity. Within seconds I smack in. I hit
square on my arse just missing a huge
granite boulder. No time even to land on
my legs. I feel no pain, the glider ambles
to the ground. My head spins, trying to
absorb what has happened .. . the dusty
returns and the glider is whipped off the
ground and I'm flying. Flung around like
a rag doll and dumped again .. . landing a
further eight metres away.
Lying on my right side, the pain is
unbelievable; now realising it's a dusty, as
there were no leaves or dust in it, I unclip
my left riser hoping to stay grounded
should the devil choose to return for
a third round. My mind races, in an
Boating over Piedrahita in magic air
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unusually organised manner. Did anyone
see me deck it, I'm two kilometres from
launch, its 40°C and I know I've done
some major internal damage. My hand
found my radio and I managed to put
out a call to one of the boys. A welcome
response crackled through: "F***, what's
happened, are you okay?" One of the
guys is on his way up from the bomb-out,
a feeling of relief that someone in the
world is aware of my desperate need .
Badly injured and alone on the side of a
mountain in an unfamiliar country wasn't
in the travel brochure!

A Gorgeous Girl Arrives Out
Of Nowhere ...
I hear someone calling out, but can't see
them, I raise my arm, waving amongst
the withered scrub and huge boulders as
though I've been shipwrecked for days
and finally saved. "Tony, Tony ... where
are you?" An unmistakable pommy accent
awakens me from my nightmare. It's Dave,
the hangie I met at the pub, thank Christ.
He wants to help, but is not sure what
to do. He makes a call and eventually
people arrive to reassure and support me
emotionally. The value of this support
and the natural will of human caring is
healing on its own.
A gorgeous girl arrives out of nowhere
and shelters my face from the intense sun,
taking my mind off things momentarily.
I'm roasting in my flying suit unable and
not game enough to move. The pain
increases, I begin to groan with each
gasp of air, which somehow provides
minor relief ... An hour passes, "Where's
the f***ing chopper?" I yell. Scampering
through the dense scrub, the paramedics
finally arrive and begin their lifesaving
routine ... "Hable espanol?" "No ... that's
alii need." I reply. They cut through my
harness and flight suit to assess my vitals
and thankfully begin the morphine.
Each time they lean on my thigh to

to the chopper just touching down on the
launch. Squeezing me into the chopper,
my head is twisted against the rear of the
cabin ... and me without a neck brace!
I'm concerned at the rough treatment!
On the journey, I see no one. Not a word
is spoken. The ceiling of the chopper is
white laminex and I can see the reflection
of the farmland on the ground. Not
knowing the length of the trip, I long to
see roof tops and soon realise the hospital
can't be far.
Touching down on the rooftop of
Salamanca hospital, I am rushed to a
cat scanning machine . Scans are taken
and I'm painfully placed into a bed and
wheeled into a green painted room .

Rescue chopper

Within minutes a doctor approaches,
"Hable espanol?" ... "No entiendo," I
respond . "I am Dr Blanco, you have a
burst fracture of your L 1 vertebrae and
have ruptured your bowel, bladder and
kidney, don't move your legs or you'll
be a paraplegic. Nothing by mouth for
seven days." He said . I can't wake from
this horrendous nightmare ... but I'm not
dreaming . My eyes glaze and swell with
tears. The night slips away in a state of
drugged terror.

Found my Australian coins after two years!

I Urinate Blood Into A Glass Bottle
For Three Days

walls. I'm flat on my back, can't move,
can't feed myself, can't wipe my own

The next morning I'm still off my face, I
call my daughters, Natalie, Chatel Ie and
Tennelle in Sydney and attempt to explain
what has happened. Within days my
youngest, Tennelle arrives at my bedside
and we both embrace and burst into
tears. The guy in the bed next to me
lights up a smoke ... the drugs they have
given me freak me out and I'm seeing
little people in villages on the stark white
roof of my shared room ... with the green

arse. I urinate blood into a glass bottle for
three days and its 50°C with no aircon!
Visits from fellow pilots and the
hotel owner in Piedrahita were frequent;
however, I'm not coherent enough to
appreciate their concern.
Tennelle organises a small apartment
close to the hospital, large enough for
her and her sisters, who arrived within
days. My Spanish friend Nani picked
them up from Madrid airport. They are

help themselves up from their kneeling
position, not realising the pain they are
inflicting. "F*** you," I shout as the
paramedic does it for the second time.
The sound of the chopper blades is
exaggerated by the drugs, now providing
me the sensation of flying, without my
wing! The vibration of the propellers,
throb in my ears. Dust fills the air ... am
I still flying ... is the dusty back, no not
again! A familiar voice reassures me as
I am stretchered up the rough terrain to
the waiting ambulance, to be transferred
Paramedics
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Recovery
Subject: SALAMANCA NEWSLEITER
Hi Everyone,
The latest updates on dad:
Dad had a visit from some of the guys from the Australian rtylng team on their way h
listened to my walkman). Also the Helicopter Doctor who treated dad also came In"
the acciden ~ which he wa s pleased to look over as It gave him a bit of perspective 0
The exciting news of our daily activities Is that dad and I went to the ninth lloor of thf!
view of Salamanca, we watched the huge birds ny to their nest on top of the 1000 ye

Titanium screws in my spine . front and side views

~:c,'!!~s also excited about his lunch yesterday as they b~hl it in whe~ he had hi

It's Been A Week, I've Lost 12kg

from aboVe for a changell He was excited at the cuhnary delight they provided tor hlr
steak mind you but dad wasn't complaining) however there were no vegetables as u
We are quickly running out of English magazines and bof\ltc

I " •• - '

,

although that didn 't last too Ion,.. ..- .. .

Daily news from my angels

not prepared for the poor condition they
find me in and try not to show too much
emotion. The nurses come in and out,
but I understand nothing. Tennelle stud ies
the English Spanish translation book
and gives them a run for their money!
I attempt snippets of French and German
but only manage their Span ish response.
They show minimal compassion and
absolutely no skill in moving a patient
with a spinal injury. Finally they move
the smoker out and I have the room to
myself. Each night one of my daughters
stays in the spare bed next to me to
ensure their Dad is okay in this foreign
unfamiliar dilemma.
Soon the news of my fate gets around
and emails of support lighten my day. Dr
Blanco arrives and explains the operation
procedure. He is quietly spoken, speaks
good English and has an interest in
Spanish seafarers who explored the coast
of Australia.
Four titanium screws, three plates and
a bone graft from my hip, finished off
with a blood transfusion . I'm speechless.
I ask him to reduce the drug dosage so I
can at least be aware of what's happening as the nurses speak no English whatsoever and I can 't relay how I'm feeling .

The day of my surgery has arrived . I am
wheeled into an operating room and si x
hours later wake feel ing like someone
out of the exorcist and so, so thirsty, but
they won't let me drink. Nurses smoke
in the recovery room, paying little or
no notice to their one and only patient.
Finally I get their consideration by literally
projecting a massive vomit... onto the
green wall .. . they all come running! My
daughters struggle to find the recovery
room, unfamiliar with the language and
eager for the outcome of the operation,
but again the language hinders their urge
for any information.
I am wheeled back to the green room
and the long recovery begins. Placed on
my back with the raised bandages and
staples pressing into my spine, I am told

to stay in this position. I painfully roll
onto my side ... to great relief. The days
and nights pass, in a state of vagueness .. .
I'm oblivious to what's happening. My
conversation doesn 't make sense and
my outbursts of wanting to jump over
the balcony to ease the nightmare are
regular .. . but I can't even get there.
Each day I slowly improve and am
determined to get up from my bed and
start walking.

It's Been Two Weeks!
An arrogant nurse arrives and begins to
change my sheets, I carefully roll over to
assist her and she rips the sheet out from
under me and screams something out
which I don't understand then sprays
my back with my aftershave at which
I shriek with pain. My back is covered

"

Piedrahita launch
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in bed sores, hence the barbaric 'after
shave' remedy!
A male nurse arrives amongst the
disorder and measures my chest. The next
day he's back with what looks like body
armor, a white plastic upper body brace,
which allows me to get up and walk. I
am fitted with this exceptional piece of
equipment. Helped up by the nurses, my
head spins, having been flat on my back
for 14 days. I am given a walking frame, at
which I respond, "What do I need this for,
I'm not an old man. " With my first step
my legs begin to crumble and I grab the
frame for support. Every day I push myself
to walk the corridor, spending 20 minutes
to put on my armour before attempting
the arduous journey, slowly building up
the trips, getting stronger each day. The
hospital food is .. . hospital food, not that
I've eaten it, so my daughters sneak in
meals from nearby cantinas.
The days dissolve into weeks. Negotiations with the insurance company are
extremely difficult and eventually an
agreement is made. They have arranged
to fly a nurse over to assist me in my
return to Australia. Each day emails and
fa xes arrive offering assistance and good
wishes from friends and family back
home. I look forward to this invaluable
contact. In response my daughters produce a daily news sheet, highlighting my
progress and the daily goings-on in our
turbulent lives. I am finally allowed to
shower; believe it or not ... it's only been
t wo and a half w eeks!
At last the insurance nurse arrives to
escort me back home. A few days pass
while negotiations with the doctor and
the insurance company continue as the
doctor is insistent that I fly flat on my
back, which will take up considerable
spa ce on the aircraft incurring additional
cost. We are informed by the insurance
company that if this is to occur I will have
to wait another month. I insist that I will
be okay in a wheel chair, as I can't wait
to get out of here. Then next day I am up
at 3am ready for the ambulance ride to
Madrid airport. I am wheel-chaired into
the first class lounge of Singapore Airlines
and after such a torturous month finally
begin to feel good . I'm going home; I
have severe injuries, but luckily no spinal
cord damage. My three daughters have
looked after me like angels ... what an
absolute blessing .
The voyage is fantastic. .. first class.
I revel in the exceptional food , drink a
glass of French champagne ... and nearly
pass out, my first drink for a month! On
February 2010

arrival in Sydney I'm taken by ambulance
immediately to Prince of Wales hospital.
Dr Gray removes my staples and gives
me the okay. I am released the next day
and spend the next nine months at my
daughter Natalie's place recovering . Four
months of physio and numerous checkups and I'm close to normal again ...
well almost!
I sent gifts and messages of thanks
to the doctor, who did such a brilliant
job, the nurses and all who assisted me .
Two years later I decided to return to
Piedrahita, revisit the hospital, thank
the doctor and nurses and once again
fly the site and get some closure on this
immense life changing event. It took two
hours in the dust and heat to find where

The injury

I smacked in ... and eventually it all came
back. Kicking in the soil where I lay two
years ago were remnants of my flying
suit, syringe caps and two Australian
coins ... which must have fallen from my
pocket. I broke down .. . releasing all the
emotional pain of that Spanish Diablo
which ... altered the course of every day
of my life.
I no longer work and fly now more
than ever!
Life is shorter than you think!

Revisit of the accident site for closure

Thank you to: Dr Blanco, Dr Gray,

PS: Every year I celebrate my good

The nurses, my Angels: Natalie, Chatel/e.
Tennel/e, family and friends, Dave and

at a Spanish restaurant on the anniver-

Michel/e. Hose and his wife, Nani Pons

sary, 8 July.

fortune with my Angels (my daughters)

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Letter to the Editor
January Paramotor Colour Article
I would like to congratulate you for adding
a bit of colour to the magazine. The paramotoring article looked great.
I would expect that the more colou r you
start adding, the more support and articles
you will be receiving .
It was a shame that the Marmolada
piece was not in colour as well, as the shots
looked fantastic.
I truly believe that if we had a colour
magazine it would end up paying for
itself through more advertising from the
manufacturers and maybe it could turn into
a world class magazine fit for news stands?
They seem to be able to get, what I would
think, smaller publications with less interest
onto the shelves - ie, 'Wooden Boatbuilder'
- so why would the public not be interested
in something as beautiful as our sports?
One reason I have not contributed to

the magazine with my adventures around
Oz in 2009 (I flew 26 new sites as a novice)
is due to the fact that monotone does no
justice to our colourful sport and I did not
want to see my pictures reduced to black
and white or sepia .
I would like to think that the better
the magazine, the more advertising it will
receive especially from the larger hang
gliding and paragliding manufacturers.
Extra thanks and well done. Please
thank Brett Coupland for his efforts as well .
Keep up the great work .
Stephen Galvin
The additional work, quoting, funding and
cost of the paramotor colour pages were
organised through the work of Brett Coupland
and myself to avoid any additional expense
to the HGFA or GFA. Although the project had
been planned under the previous board, the
new Board's support was also received. - Ed
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BORN AND BRED IN GLASGOW, JOHN WAS
AN AVID AERO MODELLER FROM AGE 11 .

I

n 1966 John left school, joined the National
Air Traffic Control Services, then achieved
his private pilot's licence at Marshall 's,
Cambridge (England), on Cessna 150s.
A year later he was posted to Liverpool
airport, flying a Piper Colt and Tripacer
at the local flying club; then in 1968 he
was posted 'home' to Glasgow airport for
two years, and became one of the first
members of the newly-formed Glasgow
Flying Club, flying a Bolkow Jun ior. This
was followed by time in Piper Cherokees
140, 180 and an Arrow as the club
expanded rap idly. John flew over most
of Scotland either privately or as radio
operator, off duty, for Loganair on their
Aztecs, Islanders or the wonderful Beech
18 taildragger delivering the Daily

John was posted to Perth airport,
Western Australia, that same year,
converting his UK PPL to Australian with
a navigation flight test in a Cessna 172
from Jandakot airport and seeing service
as an air traffic controller at Perth and
Jandakot airports, and Sector Controller
with Perth Centre .
In 1972 John was recru ited by Narrogin
Gliding Club as a tug pilot in their newlyacquired Auster J1b (AAE - Yellow Bird).
As towing started to lose its novelty
he commenced gliding, soloing in a
Blanik (VH-GZK).
When a new club was started at
Beverley in 1973 and with a shortage
of tug pilots John, spent more and more

Express newspapers.
In 1970 he married Mary Carpenter,
several months after meeting on a
blind date after flying a Cherokee 180
down to Prestwick for dinner at the
Terminal restaurant.
Posted to the ATC School at Bournemouth, John was recruited by the
Australian Department of Civil Aviation
to work as an ATC in Australia, arriving
March 1971 in Melbourne.

Perth Control Tower

Tripacer tug
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Aeromodeliing at Abbotsinch (later Glasgow
International) Airport 1964

John with Auster J1
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First cross-country flight in a Pik Vasama (GPC) from Beverley,
outlanding on a gravel farm road at Brookton only 30km away
John and Mary Welsh taking a Berge Falke 4 flight

time in that area of WA flying a Tripacer.
There was also a younger group of members at Beverley, which was a definite
attraction. Sadly, the Tripacer was written
off in a landing accident and replaced by
a Pawnee (CSN) recovered from a derelict
condition in a Kununurra hangar.
The year 1974 saw John as tugmaster
with the Perth Gliding Club which operated from a small airstrip between the
southern rail line and Great Southern
Highway at Byford, southeast of Perth .
In 1976 John attended his first WA
state competition, flying a Bergfalke
4 (VH-GZM) and gained third place on
one day by outlanding in Wyalkatchem
Cricket Oval : the wind was strong, and
he ran out of height and ideas at the
same time - had a ground run of 20
metres. That same year John received
an assistant (Level 1) instructor rating at
an instructors' course at Cunderdin . This
was followed by a full (Level 2) instructor
rating in 1978, then a senior {Level 3
rating in 1980 following a GFA National
coaching course at Tocumwal under coach
Ingo Renner. Other pilots on the course

included Terry Cubley, Bob Ward, Bruce
Brockoff and Norm Bloch . The year 1979
saw John attend the Australian Nationals
at Cunderdin where he had one daily
third placing.
In 1981 he became the RTO Ops for
WA; then from 1983 to 1989 held the
positions of GFA Counsellor and vicepresident (WA), and president of WA
Gliding Association.
The first Beverley Stirling Range Wave
Camp was organised by John in 1984 at which he achieved
Diamond height in a Cirrus 75 (VH-GAN)
- 20000ft absolute resulting in a 19600ft
gain of height: Diamond badge No 99.
In 1985 the WA State Championships
were held at which John flew VH-GAN
and was placed second in the Standard
and Handicap Class; followed by a 17th
placing in Standard Class at the 1987
Nationals held at Gawler.
An important and joyous year for
John and Mary was 1988 when their son
Robert (Robby) was born .

WA instructors' course, 1976. A sobering fact is that more
than a few of the people in the group photograph are now
soaring in a higher plain
Photo: late Neville Wynne

Photos: John Welsh collection
In 1989 John was awarded the WP
Iggulden Award for outstanding service
to gliding - Administration .
From 1989 to 1991 he was attached
to the University of Tasmania at Launceston as ATC Simulator Instructor and

At 22 OOOft during the Stirling Wave Camp, -38°C
- a wee bit cool - in Cirrus 75 VH-GAN
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Crafting a Gliding
Weather Forecast
Robert Hart

ONE OF THE MANY SKILLS GLIDER PILOTS NEED TO ACQ1JIRE
IS THAT OF READING THE WEATHER BOTH IN THE SKY AND
ON THE GROUND BEFORE FLYING . THIS DOCUMENT WILL
Preparing to fly

commenced a Bachelor of Business degree.
In 1998 John graduated with a Bachelor
of Business Degree from Edith Cowan
University, WA. Whilst in Tasmania John
was a tug pilot and used his Level 3
rating to instruct at the Soaring Club
of Tasmania, Woodbury.
In 1991 John was posted back 'home'
to Perth and the Welshes travelled
back to Perth in a VW Kombi van via
Queensland, Darwin and Exmouth on
long service leave.
The year 1994 saw John appointed
ATC train ing specialist running Perth ATC
training annexe and simulators; then
followed the WA State Championships
in 1998 where John became the Standard
and Handicap champion, flying MY.
In 1999 he was awarded a Diploma
of Aviation from Airservices' College
and achieved his 1000th hour of glider instructing.
A year later John took voluntary redundancy from ATC, then from
2001 to 2005 he held the position of
training officer, Government Employees
Superannuation Board.
In 2007 he organised the inaugural
Beverley Southern Cross Expedition wh ich
involved seven gliders and 14000km flown .
From 2005-2009 John held the
position of GFA executive officer from
wh ich he retired on 31 December last
year. He was awarded the GFA Certificate
of Merit at the end of his employment.
During his many years of flying,
John has clocked up a total of 6700
flying hours.
GFA Sub-editor's note : I would like
to thank John most sincerely for his most
interesting column over the years which
has kept all of us up-to-date with GFA
official news, and wish him, and his lovely
wife Mary, a very happy 'retirement' .
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SHOW YOU HOW TO PUT TOGETHERA WEATHER FORECAST
FOR YOURSELF (AND YOUR SOARING FRIEND S) .

II the information needed to do
this is available on the web - all
it takes is got you to learn how
to use the information .

THE SOURCES
The Bureau of Meteorology infra red
(IR) satellite loop [www.bom.gov.au/
products/IDE00902.loop.shtml]

you to view the entire continent (bear
in mind that far from all of Australia is
covered by weather radar) . The radar
loop for your area is worth a look if there
might be rain about. The radar shows
rain (and rain intensity). There are also
Doppler radars that show wind strength.
There are a number of options available
to customise the background so that you
can understand where the rain is.

The Bureau of Meteorology surface
chart [www.bom.gov.au/weather/
national/charts/synoptic.shtml]
The synoptic chart provides an excellent overview of the weather systems
affecting ou r continent.
The Bureau of Meteorology
4 Day forecast charts [www.bom.
[www.bom.gov.au/productsIlDE00902.loop.shtml]gov.au/products/IDG00073.shtml]
This provides a forecast chart for
This provides an overview of the
10:00am and 10:00pm looking forward
weather systems around the continent by
for four days. Of course, things may well
showing the cloud as seen by the weather
not turn out exactly as forecast, but this
satellite as a loop over the last four hours.
does give a feel of how the weather is
This also tells you how fast they are movexpected to develop.
ing and in what direction . As what an IR
camera actually 'sees' is the temperature,
The Bureau of Meteorology weekly
the picture shows the high and medium
rainfall chart [www.bom.gov.au/cgicloud well, but does not show low cloud
bin/silo/rain_maps.cgi?map=points&
well at all as this is nearly the same temvariable=totals&area=aus&period=we
perature as the ground below it.
ek&region=aus&time=latest]
This link takes you to a map of AusThe Bureau of Meteorology weather
tralia and from there you can click down
radar loop [www.bom.gov.au/on the region you are interested in. You
weather/radar!]
should realise that the data in the map is
This link takes you to the page that
accurate up to 9:00am yesterday. So for
allows you to pick which weather radar
rainfall since then you need to look at the
you wish to see. There is also a national
most recent observations (next link).
'synthetic radar plus satellite' that allows
February 2010

to look at the 20000 and 30000ft synoptic
charts produced by the Bureau.

TOCUMWAL

Elders Weather
[www.eldersweather.com.au/]
This link takes you to the front page.
From there you can click down to the
region you are interested in . A particularly useful resource is the 28-day rainfa II forecast.
Airservices Australia
area forecast and
NOTAMs [www.
airservicesaustralia.
com/brief/areabrf.asp]
This link takes you to
a page that allows you
to get the area forecast
and NOTAMs without
having to log in . This
gives a very lengthy
report: I suggest you
disable the GPS RAIM
availability and ATIS
options to reduce this
to more manageable proportions.

Above: [www.bom.gov.aulweatherl
nationallchartslsynoptic.shtmlj
Right: [www.bom.gov.aulproductsl
IDG00073 .shtmlj
Below: [www.bom.gov.a ulcgi-binlsilol
rain_maps. cgi?map=points&variable=
totals&area=aus&period=week&regio
n=aus&time=latestj
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Bureau of Meteorology latest
observations [www.bom.gov.au/
products/IDQ60800.shtml]
This link takes you to the Queensland
latest observations - there are equivalent
links for the other states. The latest observations (rainfall, temperature, pressure
etc) are tabulated for every observing
station by region in the state.
The Weatherzone
[www.weatherzone.com.au/]
This provides a wealth of resources in particular it provides in a map based
format temperature forecasts over the
next si x days. It also integrates jet stream
information onto the synoptic charts
whi ch is very useful as it saves having
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The US NOAA {National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration Air Resources Laboratory [www.
ready.noaa.gov/ready/cmet.html]
This takes you to the front page
where you can enter the lat/long of the
location you are interested in . As we
are south, our latitude is negative - eg,

Go Gliding with the friendly
team
SportA viation Tocumwal
Operates 7 days a week
World renowned X-Country conditions
4 times World Champion
Ingo Renner available for
X-Country training
Basic Ab-inlt1o to advanced training
Standard & Racing Class
Aircraft for hire

(03) 58 742734
Flying@SportAviation.com.au

www.SportAviation.com
Cartoon by Codez

po;r:i;~Fc~~::n~n~n ~

Darling Downs Soaring Club is -27.315,
151 513 . There are a number of resources
here that are very useful when preparing
a gliding forecast :
The meteogram : where we can get
a range of information plotted for a
number of days.
A Stability plot: which also gives a
boundary layer prediction over a number

Fosdyke's landing. __.
"you're on the ground
right side up."

of days.
An Atmospheric sounding: the famous
SkewT/LogP graphThese will be discussed
in more detail later.
AusRASP - the Australian Regional
Atmospheric Soaring Predictions
service [www.glidingforecast.on.netl
RASP/RASPtable.html]
This link takes you to the front page -

'--

--'

select your state and the day of interest
and then choose which forecast parameter you want to look at.
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HGFA Operations/General
One major amendment is required to
CAO 95.8 which was amended in 2006.
This amendment was primarily in light of
changes to airspace, and specifies airspace
classes in which we can operate. Section
4.7 (e) now states that hang gliders (and
paragliders) may operate in (i) Class G
airspace, or (ii) Class E airspace in VMC;
or (iii) Class C or D airspace below 300ft
above ground and not within 16km of
a controlled aerodrome.

Manager'~

Passenger Insurance
Hang glider and paraglider pilots with
a Passenger Carrying Endorsement (Sport)
can purchase passenger insurance direct
from the HGFA Insurance Broker at a cost
of $80 per annum - this provides up to
$250000 cover should a passenger be
injured. Contact details for our broker can
be obtained from the HGFA Head Office .

Accident Reports
Following are some depersonalised

Class E Airspace

I

must express my thanks to the many
members who have welcomed me back,
it is most enthusing . Over the past month
I have been very busy trying to handle
my day-to-day duties as well as catch up
on many uncompleted projects. I found
time to get down to the HGFA head
office for a couple of days. The office
staff, Trene and Millicent, are certainly
kept busy. I was impressed with their
diligence and dedication to their duties,
go girls!

Operations Manual
As many of you would realise, our Ops
Manual is in need of urgent amendment.

HGFA aircraft cannot legally operate in
Class E airspace without VHF radio. Class
E has been introduced with a lower level
of 8500ft; it provides controlled airspace
corridors between some major airports on
the east coast and around other airports
around Australia.
All aircraft operating in Class E
must carry and use VHF radio set to
the appropriate frequency and report
position and track to provide separation
between aircraft. Our aircraft are
exempted from transponder carriage
in Class E. There is a corridor of Class E
airspace between Melbourne and Sydney.
This impacted on the Corryong Cup Hang
Gliding competition recently as Class E
sits above the entire Corryong valley

accident/incident reports, some recentsome not so recent, each with a message.
Report 1
Pilot skill level:
Injury:

advanced
fractured ribs,

Aircraft:

punctured lung, facial
abrasions, concussion
high performance

hang glider
Aircraft damage: broken outer leading
Helmet:
Situation:

edge and control frame
open face
bicycle helmet
competition, inland

Accident:
Pilot was trying to get back to the bombout paddock where other pilots were
packing up. Unable to make his intended
landing area, the pilot opted to land in
a paddock across the road .
The pilot did not see the powerline
running to a nearby dwelling and as he
banked to turn onto final the right wing
of the glider hit the powerline, the glider
stalled and spun to the ground .
Fellow pilots ran to offer first aid.
He was conscious, an ambulance was
called, and he was eventually airlifted
to hospital.
Comments:
It appears that the added pressure of
competition can lead to failure to carry
out basic landing area checks. Where
there is a house, there is almost always
a powerline .
Report 2
Pilot skill level:
Injury:
Aircraft:
Aircraft damage:
Helmet:
Situation:

Millicent, HGFA Office Assistant
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intermediate
fractured ankle
paraglider
nil
not known,
nor relevant
recreational, coastal,
9 to 10kt wind

Accident:
The most desirable top landing area
was crowded so the pilot opted for
the second choice top landing area.
February 2010

~eport

·······················

• • • • • • • • • • • •

regional airport
Situation:
Incident:
The pilot was flying a circuit and had
completed all necessary radio calls
correctly.
As he was on late final approach and
crossing the runway threshold at about
50ft agl, a GA aircraft flew underneath
him creating a separation of approximately 15 to 10ft. This created a situation of
less than two seconds before impact and
a mid-air collision.
Comments:
The GA pilot failed to carry out a correct
circuit nor standard radio calls. On this
occasion the GA pilot was at fault - this
could have led to a major accident.
This highlights the need for all pilots
to comply with standard procedures and the need to be aware that not all
other pilots do.
Craig Worth
Fly safely,

Trene, HGFA Office Manager

He encountered turbulence on final
approach, landed hard and rolled his
ankle causing the fracture.
Comments:
The pilot said that in retrospect it would
have been preferable to have landed on
the beach . Additionally, his flying boots
were not correctly fitted, had they been,
the injury may not have occurred.
Report 3
Pilot skill level:

Injury:
Aircraft:

Report 4
Pilot skill level:
Injury:
Aircraft:
Aircraft damage:
Helmet:

not known
nil
weightshift microlight
nil
not known,
nor relevant

HGFA OPS/GENERAl MANAGER

Craig Worth
Phone/fax: 02 6559 2236
Mobile: 0417 766 356

advanced with 50
hours on motorised
paraglider
sprained ankle and
minor scratches
back pack motorised

paraglider
Aircraft damage: minor frame bend,
broken propeller
not known,
Helmet:
nor relevant
recreational, near coast,
Situation:
light 3 to 6kt wind
Accident:
After completing a gentle 360 degree
turn at about 500ft agl, the pilot attempted two tighter spirals, upon exiting the
spiral the pilot hadn't bled off enough
speed, the wing stalled, the lines went
slack and he free fell for a second or two,
the wing reinflate, spun and surged . The
aircraft was then facing a small ridge,
still in a dive from the surge, the aircraft
impacted a tree and the ridge with the
paramotor taking most of the impact.
Comments:
Obviously attempting high bank manoeuvres at low level is not good practise.
February 2010
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It's Nice When a Plan
Comes Together!
Bernard Eckey

THE 2009/ 10 SOARING SEASON WAS ONLY PARTLY UNDERWAY
Flying above cloud

WHEN THE BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY FORECASTED SEVERAL
DAYS OF TEMPERATURES IN THE HIGH 30S FORADELAIDE AND MORE THAN 40°C FOR SOUTH
AUSTRALIA'S FAR NORTH .

~

thOU9h

common in January or February,
such heat waves seldom occur as early
as November. With relatively unstable
air in the early part of the season
such conditions make for nice soaring
days with strong lift and high to very
high convection. As a confirmed addict
of long distance flying, I made plans for

me slightly uneasy, but with high cumulus
expected and with several station airstrips
programmed into my flight computer,
I decided that this was safe enough as
long as my predetermined flying tactics
were strictly adhered to. I also resolved to
make an early diversion to an emergency
landing strip at the first sign of trouble.
Okay, that's enough on flight
planning - let's fast forward now and
focus on the flight and the lessons
learned. Even without a wing runner,
self launching the ASH 25 was straight
forward and the slight turbulence
encountered on climb out was a welcome
sign that the day's trigger temperature
had been reached. After convincing
myself that the narrow and broken lift
was indeed workable I crossed the start
line at just 2500ft. Having no water
ballast on board proved essential during
this early part of the day. It allowed me to
climb in the extremely weak and narrow
early thermals and cover some distance.
Yes, it was terribly hot down low, but
it always felt as if conditions were
improving slowly. About 45 minutes into
the flight, I finally reached an altitude

an 11 OOkm attempt, although the rather
limited number of daylight hours left me
with lingering doubts about its feasibility.
After analysing all available data it
appeared that 11 November was the most
promising day. With a 2°C increase in
temperature compared with the previous
day (and an almost identical temp trace)
it was time to put a plan into action.
But which plan? It was either an out and
return flight into the far north of South
Australia or an FAI triangle. Comparing
the dewpoints for the various regions
favoured a previously planned 1134km
FAI triangle. If completed, it would set
a new Australian record for the longest
FAI triangle.
On the other hand, it meant that at
least 450km of the second leg had to be
flown over unlandable terrain . This made
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of 5000ft, but the headwind was slowing
me down .
A time check about an hour into the
flight revealed that I had covered just
70km. On the positive side, the first wisp
of a cumulus appeared on the horizon
and although the cloud was very shortlived it boosted my spirits. From now
on the motto was: "Think positive - flaps
negative" . It worked remarkably well!
Just a short time later, there was a nice
7.5kt climb to 10 OOOft. Now it was time
to have lunch and relax in the knowledge that the day was going to develop
as expected.
A growing number of shallow
cumulus clouds and the occasional eight
to nine knot climbs increased my average
speed but the question was whether I
was fast enough to make it around the
remainder of the task . After rounding the
first turn point (about 100km northwest
of Wilpena Pound), it was time to do a
bit of mental arithmetic. The result was
sobering. I needed a speed of 150km/h
on the second leg to give me any chance
of completing the task. But now I had
two aces up my sleeve and therefore
success didn't seem impossible. The first
ace was in the form of 13 OOOft on the
altimeter and the second was a small but
welcome tailwind component. Cloud base
had risen to around 14 OOOft and the
deeper I penetrated into tiger country the
more dust devils were spotted . Some of
them were gigantic and seemed to rise to
2000ft or even higher - a delight for the
eye and another boost to my confidence .
Being dry (with the exception of
three litres of drinking water) and flying
over unforgiving terrain I decided to
keep my cruising speed to just under
100kts and extract as much energy as
February 2010

Near the SAlVic border the overdevelopment was finally left behind but
the mostly blue sky ahead proved to
be as good as dead. However, visibility

possible through dolphin soaring. Hans
Werner Grosse's words of wisdom kept
ringing in my ear: "If in doubt, climb
straight ahead " . On the day it was more
important than ever not to waste time
and I strictly adhered to his advice. The
shallow cumulus clouds were between
five and 10km apart but the area of
lift underneath was remarkably large.
Thermalling only became an option when
the entire first turn was guaranteed to be
in very strong lift. It worked remarkably
well and allowed me to remain in the
upper height band without trouble.
The flight computer confirmed that
the remaining task distance was shrinking
rapidly and before long I spotted the
Broken Hill road below my flight path.
It was time for a bit more number
crunching . Yes, provided my speed wasn't
going to drop off I would reach my Cullulleraine turnpoint by 5:30pm. I was still
in with a chance to complete my first
1100km FAI triangle, but when Lake
Victoria appeared on the horizon the air
looked quite different. It felt like things
were just about to change.
The transformation from brilliant
visibility to a rather murky sky near
the River Murray had to be seen to be
believed . At least I was now in reach of
landable terrain again but the appearance of the sky ahead made me feel
slightly uneasy. Not only was there a
large blue hole around Lake Victoria,
but just south of the River Murray thick
overdevelopment and a band of rain was
evident. It was decision time! Either I had
February 2010

to slow down and cross the doubtful area
at a much reduced speed or just press on
and hope for reasonable lift under an
overdeveloped sky. After the brilliant run

was improving again and I could make
out another band of clouds about
70km further west. It was only about
15km off track and the crisp contours
were indicative of some activity. While
getting closer I noticed that it had all the
hallmarks of a sea breeze front. Glider
pilots usually like sea breezes as much as
they like a toothache but right now this
sea breeze was most welcome indeed .
Everywhere else the clouds were clearly
decaying but the rising air along the sea
breeze's leading edge was obviously still
producing lift very late in the day. This
was definitely my last and only chance of
making it home to the Balaklava Gliding
Club. Now it was vital to arrive as high as
possible and that meant slowing down
again . The long, slow glide provided
ample opportunity to experiment with
different MacCready settings but even
at best UD my flight computer was still
showing 4000ft below final glide to
Balaklava. To make matters worse, a fair

of the last 400km it was hard to imagine
that things would come to an abrupt
end . I decided to remain on track and
fly straight over Lake Victoria without

GLIDING FEDERATION
OF AUSTRALIA INC
Airworthiness Inspection

slowing down more than a few knots.
It turned out to be my first big mistake
of the flight!
Crossing the lake meant flying in bad
air which cost me several thousand feet
of altitude. Now I had to put my hopes
into a few baby clouds on the other side
but they only had a small amount of
turbulent air under them. After rounding
the second turn point it finally dawned
on me that the game had changed .
Less than an hour ago I wouldn't have
thermal led in anything less than eights
knots, but now I would gratefully accept
just half this rate of climb. It was getting
late, the sky was overdeveloped, rain was
falling only half a kilometre further south
and I was getting lower. I considered
my options but realised that I had none .
My only choice was to continue, albeit
at a much reduced speed . Although not
quite in survival mode yet I breathed a
sigh of relief when a weak thermal was
found . Fortunately it got stronger with
increasing altitude and eventually got me
back to cloudbase . My average speed had
dropped off significantly and I had fallen
well behind schedule. However, I was
now at 13 OOOft again and in easy reach
of Waikerie .

FORM 2 AND C OF A NOTICE
D

A Form 2 inspection is due. $160' payment

D

The C of A requires renewal. $41' payment

is enclosed
is enclosed and the existing C of A document
is returned

D

Initial registration package is required.
$390' payment is enclosed
, Fees include GST

Payment method:

D

D

D

Cheque
Credit Card
Direct Deposit
For internet payments, deposit into:
BSB: 013-442
Account No: 304729562

A) DOCUMENTATION REQUEST
D
D

Please send me a transfer of ownership document
Please send me a change of registered
operator document

Aircraft Type ........ .. ... ................ ......... ................................... ..... .
Registration marks VH - .......................................................... .
Address to which documents are to be sent is:
Name ............... .. .................... .. .................... ............................ ..
Address ... .................................................... .. ........................... ..

State............ .. ........................................ Postcode ............... ....... .
Forward to: GFA Airworthiness Secretary,
Level 1/34 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062.
Email: <Airworthiness@sec.gfa.org.au>
Fax: 03 9303 7960
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few smashed bugs had accumulated on
the wings after almost 1000km of flying,
degrading the glider's performance .
While approaching the sea breeze

while the vario was still hovering around
three knots. Play it safe, Bernard, I said
to myself while taking another 2500ft
for mum and the kids. My tension slowly

area Ed Kilburn's song, "One more
climb!" kept popping up in my mind.
Yes, that's exactly what I needed now just one more climb! To my excitement,
the air under the clouds was getting
lively again . Obviously my prayers were
answered! As soon as the vario indicated
two knots of lift I put the ASH 25 on its
wingtip and tried to milk this thermal as
best as my tiring mind and body allowed .
Believe it or not, I even found myself
talking to this thermal and encouraged
it to keep going. Initially the averager
was showing less than two knots, but
fortunately the rate of lift improved
slightly with almost every turn. Another
height gain of 2000ft and I was home and

eased in line with an ever-increasing
safety margin. Finally, it was time to relax
and set off on a safe 145km final glide
back to the Balaklava Gliding Club.
The sun was slowly sinking towards

hosed. Glider pilots are supposed to keep
their eyes focused outside the cockpit, but
the slowly improving margin on my final
glide computer proved too much of a
temptation at times.
I'm happy to admit that I was as tense
as a tightly strung crossbow and even the
sound of an evenly beeping audio va rio
could not change that. This was definitely
the last thermal of the day and my only
hope of salvation. Then the final glide
indicator turned from red to green but
I was in no mood to leave the thermal

the horizon and Mother Nature
treated me to a beautiful sunset with
unforgettable reflections in St.vincent
Gulf. Oh, what a feeling!
Now the air was as smooth as the
proverbial baby's bum. No doubt it was
sa fe to increase final glide speed and
burn off the excess altitude. While on
descent, I put the oxygen gear away
and when within 30km of the airfield I
adjusted my circuit arrival height to just
300ft. With hardly any wind to speak
of, I also decided to land towards the
hangar. It turned out to be my second
big mistake. With the sun disappearing
below the horizon I pressed the transmit
button, but halfway through my circuit
call I got the shock of my life. Hundreds
of sheep were evenly dotted all over the
airfield . I had turned all my altitude into
speed and now I didn't have enough
energy left to chase the animals off the
strip with a low altitude, high speed run .
Glider damage seemed unavoidable. My
blood pressure went off the scale and the

HAPPENED RECENTLY ON AN AIRFIELD
Martin Feeg
This relatively younger soaring comrade was quite
knowledgeable and had, at times, vastly different
opinions and ideas. Recently he quit, most likely
never to be seen in gliding circles.
Close shave? Not in the sense of physical harm,
but he was white-anted and bullied over many, many
months. I am very sad, because I know this is not the
only case, however probably the worst.
Diversity of opinion and interests is extremely fertile soil. When we fail to develop and change throughout time we will become
dinosaurs and perish. One with a different point of view has something to offer
and his energy should be utilised for the benefit of all. Needless to say, all parties and individuals involved should never turn it destructive.
I allowed myself to write this strange type of article for two reasons, in no
particular order.
Firstly, I know only too well that I am such a controversial individual. But
always my intent was (and will be) to improve.
Secondly, when you read these lines I will be moving to Europe. But for as
long as I have ideas I will provide more stories.
The sky is ours, let's make it better
Safe soaring.
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adrenalin was pumping like never before.
I was committed to land and one dead
sheep and limited damage to the glider
was the best I could hope for. I simply
had to make the best of the situation
and the only thing I could think off at
the time was to turn on my strobe lights.
It turned out to be a stroke of luck!
When I opened the airbrakes one animal
looked up and spotted the approaching
glider. It immediately got into panic
mode and started to run as if its backside
was on fire. The others followed within
milliseconds and cleared the strip just
in time.
Fortunately the rest of the landing
was uneventful. In the end no sheep
was hurt and the glider was also left
undamaged. Even after a nine hour flight
I remained in the cockpit for a little
longer and let the adrenalin subside.
Then I rang my wife, told her to be home
late and reported no damage to the only
ASH 25 we have.
The light was rapidly fading when
I put the glider to bed and decided to
deal with the data logger in the presence
of my official observer. I could not resist
patting my pride and joy on the nose for
allowing me to fulfil a long held dream
of mine. Yes, I made a couple of mistakes,
but making no tactical errors on such a
long flight is perhaps too much to ask.
On the whole, the flight went reasonably
well. However, in the final analysis it
turned out to be only 1116km and in the
end my flight did not qualify for a new
Australian record . Not running into an
overdeveloped sky around the second
turn would have made it a dream run
and would have taken almost an hour
off my flying time.
That raises an interesting question.
What distance is possible on an equally
good day but with longer daylight hours
and a full load of water on board? Is a
1250 km FAI triangle possible? I believe
the answer is "Yes". After all, Hans
Werner Grosse already achieved it 15
years ago in the glider I now call my own.
However, his flight was performed at the
peak of the season, with a full load of
water on board and in the much stronger
lift of central Australia . But 1116km in
early November indicates that with
another hour of thermal activity and
longer daylight hours even a 1250 km
flight is possible in the southern parts
of the continent. Would someone out
there please prove me right?
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GFA Executive Officer Handover
to the New Business Manager
John Welsh

JUST BEFORE CHRISTMAS , I MADE MY WAY TO SOMERTON FORA THREE DAY HANDOVER TO
PETER HOPKINS , THE NEW GFA BUSINESS MANAGER. PETER'S OFFICIAL STARTING DAY WAS MONDAY,
21 DECEMBERAND MY OFFICIAL FINISHING DAY WAS 31 DECEMBER.

P

eter comes with no political
baggage from former
involvement in gliding;
his sport being yachting. Peter's
expertise is in IT and management.
Planning is under way by Executive
members to give Peter some experience
in gliding. Naturally, his induction was a
steep learning curve, but his quick grasp
of the organisational structure and the
ongoing issues was very impressive . He
has also very useful knowledge and skills
in the IT field. The business manager is
the first full -time position that GFA has
had in a while, and Peter will be available
in the Somerton office Monday to Friday.
Peter plans to write an introductory
report in next month's issue.
One of the first tasks to be taken on
is the administration in support of the
GFA Board meeting on 20 and 21 February
at Somerton.
There were several key issues arising
in the last weeks of 2009 as this article
was written :

The Federal Government issued two
important legislative documents:
The long awaited White Paper on
aviation, which requires a lot of study
to assess the impact on the sport of
gliding . The Board and GFA officers are
considering this paper in the lead up to
the February Board meeting . Members
can view a highlighted version at [http://
2009 .gfa .org .au/Docs/news_articieslWhite
_Paper.pdf] .
Green is to be noticed for general
interest, eg, statement of general policy
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of or something that may effect sport
aviation in the future;
Yellow is something that is of note
or we can use as leverage in issues, eg
statement of a specific policy that may
effect sport aviation or support for aviation in general;
Purple is for something that is of
direct effect, issue or threat to sport
aviation that is recommended to be
positively monitored by GFA officials.
The Australian Airspace Policy Statement 2010 effective from 1 January 2010
can be viewed on [www.infrastructure.
gov.a u/avi at ionIa i rspace_reformlfi Iesl
AAPS_081209.pdf] .
The GFA Airfield & Airspace section
and the operations panel are considering
the impact of that.
CASA has issued an amendment to
their hastily introduced changes to GAAP
Procedures, which can be viewed at
[www.casa.gov.au/wcmswr/_assets/main/
ru les/m isci nstl2009/casa 597 .pdf] .
Practical commonsense has prevailed
with the number of aircraft per runway
going from six to eight and gliding operations not counted in the eight at Camden.
The CASAlGFA Deed of Agreement
still awaiting correction at CASA before
coming back to GFA for signing again.
CASA's risk management consultant,
Aerosafe, was requesting monthly
participation and reporting in 'Webinars'
to fulfil the Deed schedule.
Aerosafe were requesting to address
the GFA Board meeting on 'Governance
of Sport Aviation'.
A request from RMIT for sponsorship
of a project to improve pilot escape of

Peter Hopkins. the new GFA business manager. with John Welsh

a glider fuselage during a catastrophic
event such as mid-air collision or airframe
failure .
Peter Hopkins has also taken over the
GFA insurance portfolio and was given a
briefing on the policies held with OAMPS
as well as a phone hook-up with Chris
Agnew, OAMPS' aviation manager.

GFA business manager contact
details:
Peter Hopkins,
Level 1/34 Somerton Road,
Somerton VIC 3062
Telephone: 03 93037805
Fax: 03 93037960
Email: <BM@sec.gfa.org.au>
I was very impressed with Peter's
professional attitude and he has a
friendly and cooperative outlook on life,
not to mention a good sense of humour
(he'll need it!). I wish him and all GFA
officers every success for the future .
Keep Looking and Keep it Safe!
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Contact Addresses
• • • • • • • • • •
GFA

Australian Gliding Museum
2 Bicton St, Mt Waverley VIC 3149,
03 98021098.
Gliding Queensland
C/- Treasurer, 67 Glenora St, Wynnum QLD
4178,0738348311,0417762621.
NSW Gliding Association
The Secretary, 44 Yanko Ave, Wentworth
Falls NSW 2782, 02 68892733, 02
68891250, Trs: 0407 459581.
South Australian Gliding Association
PO Box 65, Millicent SA 5280, 08 8733421,
0427 977218.
Victorian Soaring Association
41139 Roberts St, Essendon VIC 3040,
03 83835340, 03 93355364.
Vintage Gliders Australia
22 Eyre St, Balwyn VIC 3103, 0398175362.
WA Gliding Association Inc.
59 Wellington Pde, Yokine WA 6060,
0893282511,0894449505.
NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA)
327 (Gliding) Flight, Australia
C/- RSheehan, 176 Macquarie Grove Rd, Camden
NSW 2570, 0427 977127, 02 46553171 .
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795,
02 63371180 (weekend), 0427470001 .
Canberra Gliding Club
GPO Box 1130, Canberra ACT 2601 ,
02 64523994, 0428 523994.
Central Coast Soaring Club
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250,
02 43639111, 02 43844074, 0412 844074.
Cudgegong Soaring Pty ltd
CI- Matthews Folbigg, Level 7, 10-4 Smith
St, Parramatta NSW 2150, 02 96357966,
02 96357966.
Grafton Gliding Club
16 Fuller St, Mullaway NSW 2456,
0266541638, 0403088551 .
Hunter Valley Gliding Club Co-op Ltd
PO Box 9, Newcastle NSW 2300,
02 95342884.
lake Keepit Soaring Club
234 Keepit Dam Rd, Lake Keepit NSW 2340,
0267697514.
Leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705, 02 69533825.
Narromine Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821 ,
0268892733,0418270182.
Orana Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821 ,
0268897373, 0418270182.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base, Richmond NSW 2755,
0245873214.
RAAF Williamtown Gliding Club
C/O Mr G R Lee, 10 Federation Dr, Medowie
NSW 2318, 02 49829334.
Scout Association NSW Gliding
CI- Bob G Balfour, 80 Malvern St, Panania
NSW 2213 , 02 96951100.
Soar Narromine Pty Ltd
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821,
0268891856,0419992396.
Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570,
02 46558882 , 0417 705997 (emergency).

Southern Tablelands Gliding Club
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan NSW 2620,
02 62973504.
South West Slope Soaring P/l
181 Fishers La, Bendick Murrell NSW 2803,
0488531216.
Sydney Gliding Incorporated
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570, 0412 145144.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666, 02 69772733 .
Gliding Queensland
2 Wing AAFC School of Aviation Inc.
201 Squadron Air Force Cadets, PO Box 647
Archerfield QLD 4108, 07 33324851 ,
0415 150965.
Barambah District Gliding Club
2 Yellow Gully Rd, Wolvi QLD 4570,
0754867247,0412 719797 .
Boonah Gliding Club Incorporated
164 Depot Rd, Boonah QLD 4310,
07 54632630, 0408 016164.
Bundaberg Gliding Incorporated
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670,
0741579558,0417071157 .
Byron Bay Gliding Inc
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield,
Tyagarah, NSW 2481, 0414 558794,
0266844244, 0414558794 .
Byron Bay Gliding Pl
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, Tyagarah, NSW 2481, 02 66847572, 0423 787398.
Byron Gliding Club Incorporated
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481,
0266847627.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510,
0418713903.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700,
0749331178.
Darling Downs Soaring Club
Level 1, 1 Swann Rd, Taringa QLD 4068,
0746637140, 0409507847.
Gympie Gliding Club
PO Box 722, Cooroy QLD 4563, 07 54835380.
Kingaroy Soaring Club
PO Box 91 , Kingaroy QLD 4610, 07 41622191,
0438 179163.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, 07 49973265,
0428360144.
North Queensland Soaring Centre
PO Box 1743, Aitkenville QLD 4814,
0500811011.
Pacific Soaring
PO Box 259, Caboolture QLD 4510,
07 54994997, 07 54994805 .
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring
PO Box 144, Warwick QLD 4370, 07 38348311 .
SA Gliding Association (SAGA)
Adelaide Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, 08 85221877.
Adelaide Uni Gliding Club Incorporated
Adelaide Uni Sports Assoc, The University of
Adelaide SA 5005, 08 88262203, 0412 870963.
Air Cadet Gliding Club
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108,
0883805137,0429805137.
Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 0871,
0889526384, 0417530345 .

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
GFA MEMBERSHIP FEES 2009 - 2010

Membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Normal
$205
$210
$212
$210
5210

Family
5164
5169
5171
5169
$169

Student membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Full
$125.50
$130.50
$132.50
$130.50
$130.50

Family
$84.50
$89.50
$91 .50
$89.50
589.50
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Short·term membership:1 Month' 3 Month'
QueenslandNictoria
557
$72
New South Wales
$62
$77
South Australia
$69
$84
Western Australia
$67
$82
*Note: Once only purchase to Australian residents,
thereafter 12 months membership to be purchased.
International postage for Soaring Australia
to be added to membership fees:
Zone
1
2
3
4
5

Country
New Zealand
Singapore
Japan, Hong Kong, India
USA, Canada, Middle East
UK, Europe, South
America, South Africa

Price
$51
551
551
$74
574

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Australian Junior Gliding Club
67A Balfour St, Nailsworth SA 5083,
0417421650.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461, 08 88645062 .
Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro SA 5356,
0885640240,0488841373.
Bordertown Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268,
0887521321,0409693027.
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280,
0887333421 , 0427977218 .
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1509, Victor Harbor SA 5211 ,
0885543543, 0409 677677.
Northern Australian Gliding Club
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 0821 ,
0889412512 .
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341,
0885951422,0417890215.
Scout Gliding Club
22 Burford Crescent, Redwood Park SA
5097, 08 82895085, 0418 815618.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 85412644.
Whyalla Gliding Club
PO Box 556, Whyalla SA 5600,
08 86452619, 0413 127825.
Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689 .
Beaufort Gliding Club
41 Ruby St, Essendon VIC 3040,
0431 702175.
Bendigo Gliding Club
PO Box 846, Bendigo VIC 3550, 03 54423459.
Bothwell Gliding Club
PO Box 288, Sandy Bay TAS 7005, 03 62267615.
Cloud Riders Pty ltd
CI- 18 Wyndham St, Werribee VI C 3030,
0397413142, 0429351234.
Corangamite Soaring Club
Kurweeton, Kurweeton Rd, Derrinallum
VIC 3325, 03 55939277.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340,
0393385925,0409212527.
Gliding Club Of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3671, 03 57621058,
0429 950580.
Grampians Soaring Club
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 03 53525710,
0417514438.
Horsham Flying Club
PO Box 158, Horsham VIC 3402, 03 53823491 ,
0427 315845.
Latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840,
0351221081,0407839238.
Mangalore Gliding Club
PO Box 208 Nagambie VIC 3608,
03 57985512,0428635717.
Melbourne Motor Gliding Club
PO Box 278, Dingley Village VIC 3172 ,
0418511557 .
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
Box 486, Mt Beauty VIC 3699,
0260591417,0402075131.
Murray Valley Soaring Club ltd
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646, 02 60335036,
0400 244578.
Soaring Club Of Tasmania
34 Clinton Rd, Geilston Bay TAS 7015,
03 62437508.
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953, 0437 454986.
Southern Riverina Gliding Club
PO Box 32, Tocumwal, NSW 2714,
0358743052,0358742914.
SportAviation Pty ltd
Gate 10, Babingtons Rd, Tocumwal Airport,
Tocumwa l NSW 2714, 03 58742734,
0427534122.
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500,
03 50257335, 0448293927.

Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah VIC 3594, 03 50376688.
Tumbarumba Gliding Club
CI- Judds Engineering P/L, PO Box 5283,
Wagga NSW 2650, 02 69251642, 0428 251642 .
VMFG
GPO Box 1096, Melbourne VIC 3001,
0402281928 or 0398486473 (h).
Wagga Wagga Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 613, Wagga Marketplace, Wagga
Wagga NSW 2650, 0427 205624.
WA Gliding Association (WAGA)
716 Flight Australia Air Force Cadets
7 Wing HQ, RAAF Base Pearce Bullsbrook
WA 6084, 08 95717800.
Beverley Soaring Society
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304,
08 94595719, 0437 377744.
Gliding Club of Western Australia
PO Box 6231, East Perth WA 6892,
0892212164,0417992806 (weekends).
Morawa Gliding Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, 08 99723022 .
Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312,
0898811795 (weekends), 0407 088314.
Stirlings Gliding Club
C/- Peter Hardy-Atkins, 8 Parker St, Lockyer,
Albany WA 6330, 08 98428816, 0408 842616.

• • • • • • • • • •
HGFA

All correspondence, including chang es
of address, membership ren ewals, short
term memberships, rating forms and
other administrative matters should
be sent to:
HGFA National Office
4a-60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, ph : 0393367155, fax: 03 93 367177,
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, Iwww. hgfa.asn.auJ .
HGFA Operations/General Manager
Craig Worth 02 65592704, 0427 911234
<ops.manager@hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box
5071, Hallidays Point NSW 2430.
Information about site ratings, sites and
other local matters, contact the appropriate
State associations, region or club.
Board Members 2008 to 2010
Pres: Rob Woodward 0408 808436 <Presi
dent@hgfa.asn.au>, 38 Addison Rd, Black
Forest SA 5035.
V-Pres: Alex Jones 08 97344531 <Vice.
President@hgfa.asn.au>, 1 McAvoy Rd,
AIIanson WA 6225 .
Sec: John Twomey <Secretary@hgfa.asn.
au>, 108 Osborne SI, Williamtown VIC 3016.
Trs: Raef Mackay 0408 894104
<Treasurer@hgfa.asn.au>, 1/20 Junction
Rd, West Burleigh QLD 4219.
Board Members:
Ray Firth 02 99854600 <ray.firth@hgfa.
asn.au>, 17 Noonbinna Cres, Northbridge
NSW 2036.
Chris Drake 0466 005967 <chris.drake@
hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box 988, Noosa QLD 4567 .
States, Regions
& Special Interest Groups
ACTHPA
LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT 0200;
[www.acthpa.orgJ. Pres: Matthew Smith
<matt.taet@gmail.com> 0402 905554;
V-Pres: Nic Welbourn <nic@corinbank .
com> 0422 783763; Trs: Kristina Smith
<kdsmith71 @gmail.com> 0407 905554;
Sec: Nic Siefken <Nicolas.Siefken@ausport.
gov.au> 0418 421683; Committee: Miguel
Cruz <pyro_gest@hotmail.com> 0432
987819, Andrew Luton <andrewluton@
hotmail.com> 0404 254922; Public Officer:
Barry Oliver <Barry.Oliver@anu.edu.au>
0407 825819; Meetings: 1st Thu/month
7.30pm Yamba Sports Club.
Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936
<hgawa@hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South
<ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres:
Alex Jones <aa.jones@bigpond.net.au>;
Trs: Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>;
Sec: Mirek Generowicz <mgenerow@
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optusnet.com.au>; Trs: Colin Brown 0407
700378, <cobrown@bigpond.com>.
NSW HG and PG Association
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www
nswhpa.org]. Pres: Bruce Wynne 041 7
467695, <bwynne@bigpond.net.au>; V-Pres:
Nir Eshed 0423 422494, <vice-president@
nswhpa.org>; Sec: Pau l Cox 0421 072897,
<coxy@ccparagliding.com.au>; Trs: Graeme
Cran 0414 668424, <gicran@gmai i.com>.
North Queensland HG Association
PO Box 608, Kuranda OLD 4881. Pres: Bob Hayes
0438710882 <rohayes@optusnet.com.au>;VPres: John Creswell 0400 122261 ; SecfTrs: Tracey
Hayes, PO Box 60B, Kuranda OLD 4881,0418
963796 <info@azurephotography.com.au>.
Queensland HG Association
Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld .gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra
OLD 4275 07 38448566.
South Australian HG/PG/ML Association
SAHGA Inc, c/O PO Box 6260, Hallifax St,
Adelaide SA. All email: <sahga.exec@gma ii.
com>. Pres: Stuart McClure 0428 100796;
SeclTrs: Rob Woodward 0408 808436.
Tasmanian HG & PG Association
[www.thpa.net]. Pres: Stephen Clark 0419
997550, <stephenmclark@iprimus.com.au>;
V-Pres: Pete Steane 0407 887310 <psteane@
vtown.com.au>; SeclTrs: Simon Allen 0438
086322, <simon. allen@csiro.au>. Northern
TAS info: Richard Long (Burnie PG pilot), 0438
593998, <northern@thpa.net>.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au]. Pres: Martin Halford <president@
vhpa.org.au> 0434427500; Trs: Rob Parker
<lreasurer@vhpa.org.au> 0415 316861; Sec:
Steve Poole <secretary@vhpa.org.au> 0419
573321; SO: Hamish Barker <hamish.barker@
gmaii. com> 0437 137893; Site Dev: Mark Pike
<mark. pike@baesystems.com>; Committee:
Glenn Bachelor <hangliding@netspace. net.
au>, Stephen Leak <sleak75@gmaii.com>,
Julie Sheard <jsheard@ ihug.com.au>,Jan
Bennewitz <jan.bennewitz@gmaii.com>.
The Pi co Club (National Paramotor Club)
62 Anderson Street, East Geelong VIC 3219
Pres: Andrew Shipley; V-Pres: Grant Cassar;
Sec: Jos Weemaes 02 60265658 or 0488
693788; Trs: Chris Drake.
NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[www bmhgc.org.a u]. Pres: Andy McMurray
(PG SO) <andyonalaya@ya hoo.com.
au>, 0428 866737; V-Pres: Gregor Forbes
(HG SO) <forbesy@virginbroadband .com.
au>, 0421 376680; Sec/Ed: Alex Drew
(PG SO) <da lexander@med.usyd.edu.
au>, 0423 696677; Trs: Allan Bush (HG
SSO) <bethandallan@bigpond .com>, 0407
814524; Comp Dir: Mark Stewart (PG SO)
<artik_mark@yahoo.com.au>, 0421 596345,
Comp: 2nd and last Sunday of each month.
Meetings: Contact committee.
Central Coast Sky Surfers
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centraicoastskysurfers.com] . Pres: Glen
McFarlane 0414 451050 <glenbuilt@bigpond.
com>; V-Pres: Jeff Terry 0416 291545 <jeff@
survivalsolutions.com .au>; Sec: Julie Terry 0411
567825, <j uIie@survivalsolutions.com.au>;
Trs: Pau l Cox 0417 355897, <coxy@ccpara
gliding.com.au>, SSOs: Paul Cox 0417
355897, Javier Alvarez 0418 116681.
Meetings: 1stThu/month, 7:30pm, Erina
Leagues Club, lIya Ave, Erina.
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486, drent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428813746,
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.
Hunter Skysailors Paragliding Club
Pres/SSO: James Thompson 0418 686199,
<jamesfl ys@gmai i.com>; V-Pres: Brent
Leggett 0408 826455, <brent@flashme.
co.au>; Sec: Albert Hart 0421 647013,
<albert.hart@bigpond.com>; Meetings: Last
Tue/month, 7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.
Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcutil@
bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.
Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
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Porter 04 15 920444 < Michaei.Porter@jllrld.
com.au>; V-Pres: James Ryrie 02 61610225
<James@M icalago.com>; Sec: Mark Mourant
0248464144 <tully@ispdr.net.au>.
Manilla SkySaiiors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness
02 67856545, <skygodfrey@aoi.com>, V-Pres:
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmaii.com>,
Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmaii.com>, SSO
(HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484 <patrick.
lenders@gmai i. com>, SSO (WM): Willi Ewig
02 67697771 <skyranch@gmx.net> .
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597; SSO: Lee
Scott 0429 844961.
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; [www
nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Stuart Coad <president@
nhgc.asn.au> 0408 524862; V-Pres: Dawson
Brown 0429 675475; Sec: Simon Plint 0407
613701, <Si monPlint@newcastle.edu. au>;
Trs: Allan McMillan 0400 637070; SOs:
Coastal - Tony Barton 0412 607815, Inland Scott Barrett 0425 847208, John O'Donohue
02 49549084, PG - James Thompson 02
49468680; Newsletter: David Stafford 02
49215832 <editor@nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings:
Last Wed/month 7:30pm South' Newcastle
RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.
Northern Beaches HG Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103. Pres:
Peter Rundle <sf27mz @gma ii.com>;
V-Pres: Brett Coupland 0409162616,
<nbf@whirlwind.com.au>; Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696677, <dalexander@med.
usyd.edu.au>; CEO : Jude Ho <heyjudeho@
bigpond.com>; Trs: Steve Nagle <steve.
nagle@gmaii.com>; Committee: Rohan
Taylor <rohantaylor@yahoo.com>, Graeme
Cran <crannie@ccparagliding.com.au>.
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc. net]. Pres: Cedar Anderson 0429
070380 <cedar@poliglide.com>; V-Pres: Brian
Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@optusnet.
com.au>; Sec: Maureen McEneaney 0413
166548 <maureen_mceneaney@yahoo.com>;
Trs: Paul Gray <paraluap@hotmaii.com>;
SSO (PG): Lindsay Wooten <iindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>, 0427 210993; SSO (HG):
Andrew Pol idano. Meetings: 2nd Wed/month,
7pm, Byron Services Club.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres:
Peter Wennersten 0414 333393, <president
@flystanweli.com>; Sec: Nir Eshed <member
sh ip@flystanweli.com>; Trs: Adrian Le Gras
0400 002281, <treasurer@flystanweli.com>;
M/ship: Robert Seckold <membership@
flystanweli.com >; SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408
864083, <SSO@flystanweli.com>.
Sydney Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Dean Tooker <capebanks@unwired.com.
au>; V-Pres: Brett O'Neil <b0307@westnet.
com.au>; Trs: John Selby 02 93447932
<johnselby@idx.com. au>; Sec: Bruce Wynne
0417467695 <bwynne@bigpond.net.au> or
<sydneyhangg lidingclub@y7ma il.com>;
DevlTrain: Owen Wormald 02 94667963
<owen_wormald@nab.com. au>; SO: Bruce
Wynne, Doug Sole; SSO: Ken Stothard.
Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, 7:30pm Botany
RSL, Botany.
NORTHERN TERRITORY
Alice Springs HG and PG Club
Pres: Ricky Jones 0406 098354, <redcentre
paragliding@yahoo.com>, contact for para motoring, PG ridge soaring and thermal flying.
QUEENSLAND
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie OLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@g ii.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254,
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 6468, Cairns OLD 4870. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <rohayes@optusnet.com.
au>; V-Pres/SO: Brett Collier 0431 151150
<brettcollier@bigpond.com>; Sec: Lance
Keough, 31 Holm St, Atherton OLD 4883,
0740912117; Trs: Nev Akers 07 40532586.
Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra OLD 4275; [wwwchgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Phil Mcintyre <president@chgc.
asn.au>; V-Pres: Lee Patterson <vicepresident

ALL ClUBS PLEASE CHECK DETAILS IN THIS SECTION CAREFULLY
Could al l Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details of their Executive
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attention is directed to the listing of
SSOs and SOs for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior SOs and SOs confirm
ALL SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office <office@hgfa .asn.au> to ensure that
those holding these appointments have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive
notices and correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to be
endorsed by Clubs in writing on the appropriate form s. Sometime in the future if confirmation
is not received, those listed in the Database where no current forms or confirmation is held,
the appointment will be taken as having expired.
General Manager, HGFA
@chgc.asn.au>; Sec: Mark Kropp <secretary@
chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Brandon O'Donnell
<treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Ed: Cameron
McNeill 0419 706326; Gen-Exec: Greg
Hollands <gem@chgc.asn.au>; SSO PG :Phil
Hystek 0755434000 (h), 0418 155317 <sso
@chgc.asn .au>; SSO HG: Lee Patterson
0417025732 <sso@chgc.asn.au>.
Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
'The Lagoons' Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec:
James Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.
edu .au>; Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699,
<jaw12@bigpond .com>; Events: Jon Wall
0427177237, <jonathon.a.wa ll@team.
telstra.com>; SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187,
0749387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry
07 49922865, <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.
Conondale Cross-Country Club
[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres:
Lewis Nott 0488 082937 <president@
conondalexcflyers.asn.au>; Sec: Michael
Strong 0414 845785 <secretary@
conondalexcflyers.asn.au>; Trs: Steve Stocker
0411 226733 <steve_stocker@optusnet.

com.au>.
Dalby Hang Gliding Club
17 Mizzen St, Manly West QLD 4179. Pres:
Daron 'Boof' Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@
aclad.com.au>; V-Pres: Nick Purcell 0414
779191, <n.purcell@optusnet.com.au>;
SecfTrs: Annie Crerar 0418 711821, <annie.
bruce@bigpond.com>; SSO: Jason 'Yoda' Reid
0424 293922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>.
Fly Killarney Inc.
Pres/SSO: Lindsay Wootten 0427 210993,
<iindsaywootten@bigpond.com>; V-Pres:
Alistair Gibb 0414 577232, <l1thhour@iinet.
net.au>; SecfTrs: Sonya Fardell 0415 156256,
<s.fardell @uq .edu.au>.
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach OLD 4581 ;
<intheair@ozemaii.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 07 5455 4661; V-Pres
& sso (HG): David Cookman 0427 498753;
V-Pres (PG): Tex Beck 0407 238017; Trs:
Gary Allen 0417 756878; Sec: Janine Krauchi
0438 701220; (HG): David Cookman 0427
498573, 07 54498573; SSO (PG) : JeanLuc Lejaille 0418754157,0754863048 &
Jonathan Allen 0438107518, 07 54748169.
Wicked Wings Club
Toowoomba & District PG/HG Club Inc, 190
Drayton St, Laidley QLD 4341. Pres: Peter
Schwenderling 0427 461347 <swendo1@big
pond.net.au>; Trs: Richard Cook 0427 805960
<richardtc@aapt.net.au>; Sec: Troy Litzow
0448456607 <troylitzow@optusnet.com.au>.
Whitsundays HG Club
SecfTrs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
0749555122, <sitework@bigpond.net. au>.
TASMANIA
Tasmanian HG&PG Ass. (see States & Regions)
VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gma ii.com>; Pres: Dale
Appleton 0408 382635; SSO: Rob van der
Klooster 0408 335559. Meetings: 1st Fri/
month, ven ue see [www.dynasoarers.vhpa.
org.au].
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.melbourne.vhpa.org.au]. Pres: Gabriel
Toniolo 0407544511, <gabriei.toniolo@
hotmaii.com>; Sec: Peter Davies 0400 883155
<pd33725@hotmaii.com>; Trs: Greg Stroot '
0402 473113, <greg.stroot@ozonline.com.au>;
SSO: Peter Holloway 0408 526805, <info@
freedomairsports.com.au>. Meetings: 3rd
Wed/month, Tower Hotel, 686 8uIW00d Road,
Hawthorn East VIC 3123.
North East Victorian Hang Gliding Club
Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo
252@hotmaii.com>; Sec: Bill Oates 0466 440
049 <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs/M/ship:
Greg Jarvisy 0407047797; SSONHPA Rep: Joe
Rainczuk 0419 875367; Committee: Barb Scott
0408 844224, Bill Brooks 0409 411791; SSO:

Karl Texler 0428 385 144; Meetings: [www.
hgfa.asn.au/-nevhgc/].
Sky High Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]; Pres: Steve
Leak <pres@skyhighparagliding.org.au>,
0409553401; V-Pres: Martin Halford <vp@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>, 0434 427500;
Trs: Julie Sheard <tres@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>, 0425 717944; Sec: Phil Lyng <sec@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>, 0421 135894;
M'ship: Loz Pozzani <mem@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>, 0421 389839; Nov Rep: Katy
Torokfalvy <nov@skyhighparagliding.org.
au>, 0408 150249; Web: Pete Condick
<wm@skyhighparagliding.org.au>, 0400
560653; Safety: Carolyn Dennis <safety@
skyhighparagliding.org .au>, 0427 555063;
Committee: Steve Poole 0419 573 321.
Meetings: 1st Wed/month 8pm Retreat Hotel,
226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
Southern Microlight Club
[http://home.vicnet. net. au/-stclub/] . Pres:
Mark Howard 0419 855850 <mark.howard@
auspost.com.au>; V-Pres: Ken Jelleff <kenj@
jelfor.com.au>; Sec/Ed: Kelvin Glare 0421
060706 <kalkat@optusnet.com.au>; Trs: Dean
Marriott <dean@ultimate.net.au>. Meetings:
2nd Tue/month 8pm Man ning-ham Club, 1
Thompsons Rd, Bulleen.
Western Victorian Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc.
com]. Pres: Phillip Campbell 0419 302850,
<campbeli.p@giant.net.au>; V-Pres: Anthony
Meechan 0407 163796, <meeks65@yahoo.
com.au>; Sec: Rachelle Guy 0438 368528,
<rachelle.guy@cgu.com.au>; Trs: Richard
Carstairs 0409 066860, <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp
0408678734 <Rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>. Meetings: Last Sat/month, The Golden
Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany HG & PG Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556; Sec: John
Middleweek 08 98412096, fax: 08 98412096.
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 6051.
Pres: Mike Annear 0400 775173 <mike@
mikeannear.com>; V-Pres: Eric Metrot 0407
003059<tromes@bigpond.com>; Trs: Colin
Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.
com>; Committee: Shelly Heinrich 0428
935462 <shellheinrich@hotmaii.com>, Rod
Merigan 0439 967971 <rm erigan@q-net.net.
au>, Clive Salvidge 0402 240038 <clive@iinet.
net.au>, Julien Menager 0423 829346 d ulien.
me@gmaii.com>; SOs: John Carman, Nigel
Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild. Meetings: Last
Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne Park Bowling
Club, Park St, Tuart Hili.
Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org] . Kalgoorlie:
Pres: Toby Houldsworth <drogue@bigpond.
com>, 0428 739956; Trs/SSO: Murray Wood
<muzeI71 @bigpond.net.au>, 08 90215771;
Sec/SO: Richard Breyley <richard.breyley@
matsa.com.au>, 0417 986896. Perth : SSO:
Mark Stokoe <Mark.5tokoe@health.wa.gov.
au>, 0414 932461.
Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hil lfly@ tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick Williams
0427057961; Sec/SSO: Gary Bennet 0412
611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386,
Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, Dave Longman
08 93859469. Meetings held on site during
club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.
Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: Keith
Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey 0428
504285; CFI : Brendan Watts: 0408 949004.
Western Soarers
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>, PO 80x 483, Mt
Hawthorn WA 6915. Pres: Michael Duffy
<iehanggliding@gmaii.com>;V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jason.kath@yahoo.com.au>; SecfTrs:
Mirek Generowicz 0427 778280, <mgenerow@
optusnet.com.au>; SSOs: Shaun Wallace, Gavin
Nicholls, Matty Coull, Rick Williams, Michael
Duffy. Meetings: See [http://au.groups.yahoo.
com/group/western_soarersl].
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NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTISERS
All advertisements and payment can be sent to:
The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising
level 1/34 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062.
Ph: 03 9303 7805, Fax: 03 9303 7960
Email: <Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au>
Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution
(300dpi at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats.
Photographs may be provided in either photo print
or slides. low resolution digitals are not suitable.
Photographs, slides or disks may be returned . Please
include a self-addressed and stamped envelope
for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or
credit card). Don't forget Classifieds deadline is the
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence.
For current advertising fees, go to [www.gfa.org.aul.

Single-seater Sailplanes
AS H-2S VH-GOA, in very good condition, has three
(incl. 08/09) National championships & many 1000km
flights to its credit. Zander SR940 Nav/vario system
both cockpits, GP940 IGC logger, oxy both cockpits,
full rigging/ground handling kit, Comet trailer in
good condition. Expressions of interest to Paul
Mander <paul@mander.net.au>.

Self Launching/Motor Gliders
Dimona H36 stunning climber, great soarer & comfortable tourer. New Sauer 2500 motor. Great value
$109K. Deliver free Oz. Ph: John 0418 857509 or
02 66857509.
Dimona H36 with Limbach L2400 motor. Hoffmann
prop with latest mods. Folding wings, transponder.
All in excellent condition. Glide @ 28:1 or cruise @
96kt for 15 I/hr. $93000. Ph: John 03 52366290.
Katana Xtreme Mot orglider (Super Dimona)
HK36nC nosewheel version 115hp Turbo Rotax.
Absolutely immaculate. AH, DG, lIec vario, Winter
VSI, Winter alt. KLX35 Nav/Com. Transponder &
encoder. Aluminium Grove undercarriage. Constant
Speed prop (Zero timed) nAE approx. 225 hrs since
new. Built 1998 See pics [http://picasaweb.google.
com.au/biggreencod/Katana#] $169000 ono. Ph:
0427 127128 or <mark@spe.com.au>.
Motor Falke, great climber, great tourer, great
trainer. Jabiru 2200 motor, frame up refurbishment.
A steal at $66000. For info email <jwitham@nor.
com.au>.
SF25 B Scheibe Jabiru 2200 Motor Falke
VH-HNO, n 2275 hrs, engine 215 before top overhaul, 32-litre tank plus 10-litre long range tank.
Basic instruments, Microair radio, new tyres, spare
prop, etc. 187kg cockpit load. $38000. Ph: 03 9551
0965 or <info@melbourneglidingadventures.com.au>.

Jantar Std 2 VH-UKP $30000, 2060 hrs, 850 landings, registered 12/1981, custom-made trailer,
ground handling gear, Borgelt basic instruments,
vario, speed to fly & final glide computers. Turn &
Bank, Becker radio, oxygen (diluter demand system),
parachute. Ph : Rob 93062241,0428270153 or
<rvduffy@bigpond.net.au>.
Kestrel 19m: 44:1 (wet), 43:1 (dry), only three prior
owners, 2257 hrs, 598 landings, excellent appearance, new National 425 parachute, nice & easy-touse factory build FRP trailer, comp lete tow-out set,
tail chute, fully flapped, new battery, new Borgelt
B400, new Garmin GPS 60, recently overhauled AH,
oxygen with panel mount bottle pressure, full Mylar,
fresh Form 2, 70-litre water capacity, watering equipment, full covers set, $21000. Ph: Paul 08 94674241 .
Kestrel 17: 42:1 glide ratio. Excellent appearance
& cond ition. Detachable wing lets & wingtips, new
tinted canopy with cover. Short field landing chute,
Borgelt 24, 25 electrics. Parachute, two-person de-rig,
enclosed trailer. Complete your 1OOOkm distance,
$30000 ono. Ph: 0417 818864 or <ronjang@
bigpond.com>.
Libelle 201 B Sn 454, VH-GCJ. Good condition, new
canopy, new panel with Borgelt vario, Flarm & LX
20 GPS logger. New tyres, waterbag, & c/w tow-out
gear & good trailer. Also: parachute & wing covers.
For more details ph: Nigel 02 66243999.
Std Cirrus $23000. Factory winglets, new canopy,
basic instruments as well as a B50 vario. Trailer in
good condition. Parachute. Ph: Matt 042 1 382990 or
<matt@knightscha llenge.com >.

Two-seater Sailplanes
IS28 B2 Good condition. n 4300 hrs, 30-year
survey completed 2006; current C of A to 10/2010,
$19500. Ph: 0260254436.
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Sailplane & Gliding: The only authoritative
British magazine devoted entirely to gliding . 52 A4
pages of faSCinating material & pictures with colour.
Avai lable from the British Gliding Association,
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, England.
Annual subscription for six copies £17.50.
Sailplane Builder: Monthly magazine of the Sailplane Homebuilders Association. $US29 (airmail
$US46) to SHA, c/o Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith
Road, Chatsworth, CA 91311 USA.
Soaring: Official monthly journal of the Soaring
Society of America Inc. PO Box 2100, Hobbs,nm
88241 USA. Foreign subscription rates (annually):
$US43 surface delivery; $US68 premium delivery.
Technical Soaring/OSTIV: Quarterly publicationof
SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers. c/o
T U Delft, Fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg 1,
NL-2629 HS DELFT, The Netherlands.
Vintage Times: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders
Australia, edited by David & Jenne Goldsmith, PO Box
577, Gisborne VIC 3437, Membership $20 pa . .
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HGFA

ASW 17 VH-YKL. Complete enclosed trailer &
instruments now in Australia, $35000. Ph: Brad
Edwards 0427 202535 or 02 67711733.
Jantar Std VH-IZT. 1750 hrs, 1000 landings.
Good clean condition. Microair radio, Borgelt
instrumentation, canopy hinge. Well thought out
trailer & all tow-out gear. Competitive Standard
Class performance at $30K. Also available: Hangar
Lake Keepit $10K. Ph: Paul 0404 851876.

Gliding International: The new international
gliding magazine edited by John Roake. Specialising
in being first with news from every corner of the
soaring globe. A$60 p.a. Personal cheques or credit
cards accepted. Contact: Gliding International.
79 Fifth Avenue, Tauranga, New Zealand. Email:
<office@glidinginternational.com >.

A t rue touring mot or glider. Excellent condit ion. Just completed 600 hourly & Form 2.
$165k. Fully equipped & t ooled. Details
& photogra phs, Paul
<energy@wh itsunday. net .au>.

Self launching two-seat glider. AJF n 1698 hrs,
engine TT since new 235.36 hrs, engine time since
factory overhaul 74.31 hrs. Sale incl. fu ll avion ics,
oxygen system & road trai ler. Aircraft available for
inspection by arrangement at Omarama Airfield,
New Zealand, POA. Ph: Craig Keenan 03 3224984
or cell 0276 085526 for further details.

Gliding Publications
Airborne Magazine: Covering all facets of
Australian & New Zealand modelling . The best value
modelling magazine. Now $60pa for six issues.
Plans & other special books available. PO Box 30,
Tullamarine, VIC 3043.
Free Flight: Quarterly journal of the Soaring Association of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian
soaring scene & relevant international news &
articles. $US26 for one year, $47 for two yea rs, $65
for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa,
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members
up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified
per person per issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office
for membership verification/payment by email
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93362177 or post:
4a/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042.
The deadline is 25th of the month, for publication
five weeks hence. Submitted classifieds will run for
one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings.
When submitting a classified remember to include
your contact details (for prospective buyers),
your HGFA membership number (for verification)
and the State under which you would like the
classified placed. (Note that the above does not
apply to commercial operators. Instructors may
place multiple classified entries, but will be
charged at usual advertising rates.)
All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required
for the specific aircraft being reflective of
the pilot's actual rating & experience. All
members must adhere to the maintenance
requirements as contained in Section 9 of
the Operations Manual & as provided by
manufacturers. Secondhand equipment
should always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible.
Advice should be sought as to the condition,
airworthiness & suitability of the aircraft.
It should include examination of maintenance logs for the aircraft. It is unethical &
a legally volatile situation for individuals to
provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are
unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment
VICTORIA
Airborne C4-14. Only 10.35 hrs TT. White/blackl
blue US. Just been tuned by Rohan, flies straight,
lands sweet. Virtua lly new glider for less than
half the price of a new one. $4000. Ph: Rob
Wen ban 0408 179940 (Melbourne) or <rob.
wenban@gmail.com>.
February 2010
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Climax C1154. new side wires. $1000; Moyes pod
harness with chute to 90kg. $50; Sjostrom vario,
$50; Icom IC-40S with mike, $100; XS-Easy 155,
good condition, $250. Ph: 0402 239468.

Dynamic Flight School
Specialising in:

Microlights & Equipment
PARAGLIDING CENTRE

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely
renowned as Australia's best flying region .
Bright has been host to numerous Australian &
international competitions.

2004 Streak 3 wing, 270 hrs TT. good condition,
flies beautifully, super reliable, hangared at Bindoon WA. Set up for your next XC adventure with:
Microair radio, Magellan GPS 315, AirHog bellybag & mast bag, light weight travel covers, full
heavy duty covers, Airborne removable high
screen, Mad Dog mitts, Ram video mounting,
water bottle holder, Raptor helmets, Lynx micro
headsets, three-blade Bolly prop with Duratuff
LE, audio lead for iPod, two super warm freezer
suits, custom licenced trailer with lockable
toolbox,winch system & wing racks. $43000 ono.
Email <wazzawatts@bigpond.com>
for more photos & info

Wanted
Trike. up to $8000 - I dont mind if it needs
work or is damaged, interstate is okay. Ph: Robert
0245721858,0415806164 or <robertwb@pacific.
net.au>.

Paragliders & Equipment
PRESS TO TALK SYSTEM
PARA SUPPLY I PH sys, PARA SUPPLY I PH sys,
PARA SUPPLY I PH sys, PARA SUPPLY I PH sys,
PARA SUPPLY I PH sys, PARA SUPPLY I PH sys,
www.parasupply.com
CONCERTINA BAG
PARA SUPPLY I Cocoon3
PARA SUPPLY I Cocoon3
PARA SUPPLY I Cocoon3
PARA SUPPLY I Cocoon3
PARA SUPPLY I Cocoon3

concertina
concertina
concertina
concertina
concertina

bag,
bag,
bag,
bag,
bag,

Feel confident that you are learning with the
best, our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian
Paragliding Champion) has been involved in
paragliding since 1990 & instructing for over
10 years.
Courses
• Introductory & HGFA licence course
• Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
• SIV courses
• Tow courses
• XC tandem flights
• Equipment Sales
We are now conducting SIV courses.
See website for details.

~

17 Tansey Court, Trawalla3373
Phone - 03 5349 2845

Email - Rohan@dynamicflight.com.au
Web - www.dynamicflight.com.au

Active Flight
Fred Gungl. ph: 0428 854455
www.activeflight.com.au

Bright
Victoria

EAGLE SCHOOL OF MICROLIGHTING
established 1988

Intro and Full
Licensing Courses

Why come to Northeast Victoria
to learn with Eagle School?

Tandem Instructional
Flights

• Apart from being fortunate enough to have the
most consistently reliable weather for training
in Australia .. .
• Australia's longest running Microlight school.
• Our person centred approach means that we
value feedback and individually tailor our training
methods to suit the student's needs.
• We specialise in remedial training when you get
stuck in your present learning environment.
• We are interested in seeing you achieve your
goals and make your dreams a reality.
• You will receive ongoing support after
your licence
• We aim to shape you into a safe and confident
pilot by encouraging you to challenge yourself
in a safe and supportive environment.
• If you are already a Hang Glider, Paraglider or
Glider pilot you'll learn for half price!

New & Used Gliders
Harnesses
BIOS Helmets
Radios
Varios
Garmin GPS
Reserves
Flight Suits
Flying Boots
Mystic Membership

POLlGLlDE

We look forward to assisting you to master
a new set of skills which will take you
to new heights in every respect.
NO PRESSURE SALES!!! BUY IN YOUR OWN TIME

The best quality multifunctional gloves on the
market. Three in one gives you 4 variations
adapted especially for Paraglider &
Hang glider pilots .
Contact: POlIGlIDE at
www.pollglide.com

Feel free to contact us, we are happy to chat with you.
STEPHEN RUFFELS CFI
Mail address: 16 Hargreaves Road, Bright, 3741
(03) 5750 1174 or (0428) 570 168
email dly@eagleschool.com.au>

KANGOOK

February 2010

~Ulses

Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

www.parasupply.com

The latest range of Kangook paramotors.
Dudek Reflex paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares
& your reserve parachute equipment all on our
website for your inspection with prices. Ph:
Ben 0418 753220.

Hang Gliding & Microlightillg

100 Gavan St Bright Vic 3741
0357551753 - 0428 352048
www .alpineparagliding.com

Look up our website:
[www.eagleschool.com.au]
download our'learn to Fly' brochure
for what's involved, plus costs.
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NEW SOUTH WALES

NEW SOUTH WALES

HIGH ADVENTURE
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RAINBOW PARAGLIDING
APCO AUSTRALIA
Offering the full range
of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three yearsl250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and
100% satisfaction guarantee.
Test centre for APCO gliders {www.apcoaviation.comj.

APCO Australia and PWC winner
of the Serial Class 2000
Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all yea r round,
60km cross-country flights have been achieved in winter!
FULL LICENCE COURSE - Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
REFRESHER COURSE - Groundhandling, top landing or asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the experts.
INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT - We have the sites, the weather and the
knowledge.
SALESAND SERVICES - New and second-hand, trade-in,
maintenance and repairs.
YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 2,500 student days' experience,
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding - APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581
Ph: 07 5486 3048 - 0418754157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>

• MT BORAH, MAN ILLA is the one of the top 10
flying sites in the world & has more flyable days
than anywhere else in Australia. It has 4 large
launches for nearly all wind directions & easy, safe
top & bottom landings all around. Great ridge
soaring & XC all in one place. HOST of the 2007
PARAGLIDING WORLD CHAMPIONSH IPS!
• YOUR CFI IS GODFREY WENNESS: The most
experienced paraglider pilot in Australia. Over 7000
hours airtime since 1988, World Record Holder
- 335km (1998-2002). LongestTandem Flight in
the World - 223km (2000-03), Mu ltiple National
Records, National XC League Winner (inaugural
2001 & 2002), CFt Instructor Examiner, Australian
Team Member, Prototype Test Pilot, HGFA Safety
& Ops Committee (PG), International Comps
Organiser, & Owner of World Famous Mt Borah .
• NOVICE LICENC E COURSES: Our famous 9 day,
live in, Novice Licence Courses, with genuine small
class sizes «6), go well beyond the minimum
requirements & include therm alling, ridge soar·
ing, safety manoeuvres & more. Over a week of
the highest quality tuition by highly experienced
pilotslinstructors, using the latest techniques
& equipment costs only S1720 (including
accommodation and $400 equipment discount).
• THERMALLlNG, XC & OTHER TUITION : We special ise in PG & offer persona l one-on-one & group
tuition in areas such as basic skills refresher, thermailing, cross-country, SIV safety clinics, & Intermediate, Advanced, Tandem, Motor & other ratings.
• HG TO PG ENDORSEMENTS: its easier than
you think!
• ONLY QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM THE BEST
BRANDS: Importer of Advance, Flytec, Hanwag
and JOC Stockist & service of all equipment,
new & secondhand.
• CAB INS & CAMPIN G ONSITE: Stay at Mt Borah
- its nice & quiet! Cabins for just $15p/n ($ 100
p/w) & camping $6 ($35 p/w).
So come flying with Manilla Paragliding, where the person who shows you the mountain, owns the mountain I

Phone Godfrey Wenness on:

Australia's biggest distributor of
Paragliding and Paramotoring
products, all online at the best prices
See our website for more details

-

www.highadventure.com.au

(0429) 844961

www.highadventure.com.au

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Australia Wide Services
HGFA Approved Paraglider
Testing & Repairs

02 6785 6545 or fax: 02 6785 6546
email: <SkyGodfrey@aol.com>
'The Mountain', Manilla, NSW 2346.

[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]
NEW SOUTH WALES

Advertising - February 2010

Professional Paragliding
Tandem Introductory Flights
Paragliding Courses and Certifications
Pilot Development Clinics
Free Introduction course
Tandem Endorsements
Sales and service

Dealer for Advance Charly Fly tee Icom
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd
Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au>
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.auJ
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• Comprehensive testing and repairs
to all paragliders
• Fully equipped service and repair
agents for:
Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin,
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone,
Paratech, Sky, Swing, UP
• Full written report
• Harness repair and modifications
• Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
• Parachute repacking
• Orders taken from anywhere in Australia,
New Zealand and Asia
• Prompt turnaround

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330
Mob: 0417776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com)
February 2010

M760 GLIDER SINGLE
COMBO KIT
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ALTAIR PRO with IGC Logger available!
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ALTAIR and Free XCSoar. The ultimate glide computer
Used by 4 out 5 of Australia's best Pilots. Interface with
LX1600 , C302 ,B500, B50 or if you want voice alarms,
and the most advanced va rio available buy a Vega!
Upgrade your Altair Standard and get internal battery
backup for the most reliable system available wih
IGC approved external Triadis logger.
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Artronic V3
Remote Flarm display
:.L

- MODEL Mini Oz

~:~

MiniOZ
Flarm Device. & Logger
Use it with FlarmNav
Butterfly, Altair,
PDA etc
Australian Made
Tasman V1000
Vario with Averager
Drives the optional
FP10 vario engine
lor your PDA.
Australian Made

EW microrecorder
Simple to use &
Altair friendly
(includes ENL).
Inl. Batt. Backup

FlarmNav
Basic Nav +
Flarm Display
USB igc download
(not approved )
Australian Made

butterfly

~.

triad is

<:.:X>
RENSCHLER
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Hang Gliding or Paragliding ?? .. check these out
New CoMo AV from Renschler
The latest in hi-tech flightdecks
for PG and HG pi lots. Options
include GPS. Solar powered
and OLe Versions

visit our website
Swift Avionics
PO Box 726. Lismore
NSW. 2480
Au stralia
ph:02 66221666
sales@swiftavionics.com.au

The new ASCENT
Va rio! Altimeter is
an excellent basic
varia-altimeter for
the recreational HG
or PG pilot, or as a
comprehensive
backup for comp pilots

www.swiftavionics .com .au

Adam Woolley from Kingaroy Gliding Club in an lSl flying
in a competition at lake Keepit. He came 12th on the day
Photo: Siggy Nowak

Long and Short
~. Sleeved Polo

Peak Caps

Long a
Sleeved Chambra

Slouch Hats

Stickers/Badges

SALE ITEMS
E: office@hgfa.asn.au W: www.hgfa.asn.au P: 03 9336 7155

