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NOTICE TO READERS AND CONTRIBUTORS
This magazine is a joint publication by the GFA and the HGFA
and each association contributes 50% to the production cost
and is allocated 50% of the content pages of each issue.
Contributions are always needed. Articles, photos and illustrations are all welcome although the editors and the GFA and
HGFA Board reserve the right to edit or delete contributions
where necessary. Materials of unknown origin won't be published.
All contributions should be accompanied by the contributor's name, address and membership number for verification
purposes.
Photographs should be printed on gloss paper either in
black and white or colour or submitted on CD. Drawings, maps,
cartoons, diagrams, etc, should be in black ink on white paper.
Lettering may be pencilled lightly but clearly on the drawing,
for typesetting.
Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily
those of the GFA, HGFA nor the editors. They are strictly the
views of the contributor. Any GFA officer quoting his title will
be responsible for submitting an official article.
Copyright in this publication is vested in the GFAlHGFA.
Copyright in articles and other contributions is vested in each
of the authors in respect of their contribution.

HGFA EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
The three contact points for HGFA members
submitting to Soaring Australia are the HGFA
Sub-editor, the HGFA Office, and the Graphic
Designer. These contacts should be used according to the directions below.
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HGFA OFFICE & SALES
Ph: 03 9336 7155
Fax: 03 9336 7177
<office@hgfa.asn.au>
[www.hgfa.asn.auj
4a-60 Keilor Park Drive,
Keilor Park VIC 3042
GRAPHIC DESIGNER/PRODUCTION EDITOR
Suzy Gneist, Ph: 07 5445 7796, <soaring.australia@hgfa.asn.au>,
Post to: 57 Alice Dixon Drive, Flaxton QLD 4560.
Articles
HGFA members should send article contributions to the HGFA subeditor. Article text is preferred by email <soaring.australia@hgfa.
asn.au> either as a Word document or plain text file, photos can
be sent via post (57 Alice Dixon Drive, Flaxton QLD 4560) either
as print copies or high resolution JPEGs or TIFFs on CD. Photos
must be accompanied by full captions and photographer names
on a separate text file (.txt) on the CD.
News, Letters to the Editor, New Products,
Events Calendar entries
HGFA members should send the above editorial items
to the HGFA Sub-editor, Suzy Gneist, as text in the body
of an email to <soaring.australia@hgfa.asn.au>.
Classifieds, Club Executive and Member Updates
HGFA members should submit classifieds (secondhand gear
for sale) and changes of address, etc, details (whether for Club
Executives or individual members) to the HGFA Office <office@
hgfa.asn.au>. See HGFA Classifieds section at rear of this
magazine for more details.
Display Advertising
HGFA commercial operators wishing to place a display advert
should email the Graphic Designer, Suzy Gneist <sgneist@
gmail.com>, to receive a booking form and detailed instructions.

GFA SUB-EDITOR
Anne Elliott
Ph: 02 6889 1229
<anne.elliottl@bigpond.com>
Post to: PO Box 189,
Narromine NSW 2821

HGFA SUB-EDITOR
Suzy Gneist
Ph: 07 5445 7796
<soari ng.a ustra Iia@hgfa.asn.au>
Post to: 57 Alice Dixon Drive,
Flaxton QLD 4560

HGFA WEBSITE CONTRIBUTIONS
Email Club News to <clubnews@hgfa.asn.au>, Email Comp News
to <compnews@hgfa.asn.au>. The information is forwarded
to Soaring Australia and the maintainers of the HGFA website.
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GFA OFFICE & SALES
Ph: 03 9303 7805
Fax: 03 9303 7960
<Secretary@sec.gfa.org.au>
[www.gfa.org.auj.
Level 1/34 Somerton Road,
Somerton VIC 3062

GFA ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE
GFA Secretary, Ph: 03 9303 7805, Fax: 03 9303 7960,
<Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au>,
Post to: Level 1/34 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062
Articles, News, Letters to the Editor,
Events Calendar entries
GFA members should send article contributions to the GFA Subeditor, Anne Elliott. Article text is preferred by email <annell@
hwy.com.au> either as a Word document or plain text file,
photos for articles should be sent in the post (PO Box 189,
Narromine NSW 2821) either as print copies or high resolution
JPEGs on CD. Photos must be accompanied by full captions
for each and photographer name.
Classifieds & Display Advertising
GFA members wishing to submit a classified should do 50
via the GFA Office. See GFA Classifieds section rear of this
magazine for more details.
Club Executive and Member Updates
GFA members should send change of address, etc, details
(whether for Club Executives or individual members) to the
GFA Office <Membership@sec.gfa.org.au>.

DEADLINE FOR ALL CONTRIBUTIONS:
25th of each month, five weeks prior to publication.
Photos and materials will be returned after publication
only if a stamped, self-addressed envelope is supplied.
Otherwise, photographs, whether published
or not, will be filed and may be used subsequently
in further publications.

3UNYAN WAVE CAMP 2010
tuart Ferguson - Club Captain, Canberra Gliding Club

[HE SPRJNG EQlJINOX MEANS SEVERAL THINGS AT BUNYAN AIRFIELD , HOME OF THE CANBERRA
GLlDING CLUB. FIRSTLY IT'S WARMING UP AND THE SKI TRAFFIC ON THE MONARO HIGHWAY
STARTS THINNING OUT, AND IT'S TIME TO HOST THE ANNUAL WAVE CAMP.

I

t had been a quiet year on the wave
front up until several weeks prior
to the camp when we had several
interesting wave days with one
member claiming his first Diamond height.
But the weather is a friend and foe and
in the week immediately prior to the
camp there was a huge ridge of three
high pressure systems stretching from
the Tasman Sea right across to the Indian
Ocean, it was not looking good .
Arriving on Friday afternoon to set up
I was greeted by the team from Adelaide
who had arrived earlier in the day busy
rigging along with Geoff Vincent and Paul
Mander. Paul had brought his ASH25J to
conduct some test flying. We also had a
surprise visit from Alan Patching during the
afternoon; Alan was passing by, saw the
gate open and dropped in . Overnight more
visitors had arrived and by Saturday morning tie-down areas were becoming scarce .
For the first seven days a high pressure systems dominated, but we enjoyed
some great soaring with several pilots

Adam and Matthew

Rupert Brown and Col Vassarotti

venturing up over the NSW snowfields
while others took advantage of the best
spring skiing for several years on the
slopes at Perisher. On the second Saturday
of the camp the anticipated wave arrived;
it was not easy but quite a few pilots
enjoyed flights and those who contacted
the wave had extended flights; three
pilots exceeded 20000ft. As a result there
were several personal bests and one new
Gold height. There were a lot of smiles
at the Saturday evening barbecue where
hard luck stories and tales of great flights
were shared .
We also awarded the Allan Armistead
Memorial Trophy; the winner by 20ft is
Ian Stevenson from the Southern Cross
Gliding Club, closely followed by Wayne
Hadkins, Temora Gliding Club and Tom
Harding, Grampians Soaring Club all with
climbs around the 12 OOOft mark; who
said wave flying can't be competitive?
With the camp now over I can look
back and reflect. The highlight of the
camp was all our great visitors, it is always
a pleasure to see you. Other highlights
include: We did not lose one day to poor
weather and we had a day of good wave
conditions. One of the special aspects of
the 2010 camp was that it was a family
affair with three sets of brothers and one
father and son attending; visitors came
from every state and territory except
Tasmania and the Northern Territory.
Will we do it again next year?
We sure will; the dates are 17 to
25 September 2011 - see you there.

Alan Patching with Col Vassarotti

Drew and Graham

1528 rigging party

Master chef Scott

Let the feast begin

Photos: Stuart Ferguson
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Ralph Henderson

A DIFFERENT SET OF SKILLS WERE REQlJIRED TO BECOME
A CHAMPION AT THIS YEAR'S MULTI - CLASS NATIONALS .
th last summer's Nationals, Club and
Multi-class, will be remembered for some
very big days and very high speeds. The
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skills required to do well on those days
were not required at this summer's event.

Soaring conditions across south-east
Queensland this summer have been the
wettest in recent memory. The State
championships at Kingaroy, two weeks
before the Nationals, were cancelled
without a glider being launched . There
was much doom and gloom about what
might happen at Dalby.
The day after the State comps were
cancelled, the weather started to improve
and several pilots had some flying out of
Kingaroy. A week out from the Nationals
and pilots slowly started arriving . The
ground conditions were very wet, but
good soaring was to be had, so long
as you didn't look down.
The competition organising team
included a number of people from the
2004 Nationals plus some new faces .
The naming rights' platinum sponsor
was bmag, Brisbane's largest lifestyle
magazine . There were 12 other sponsors,
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most notably TMS Consulting which
continued to support Australian
gliding at the International
and National level as a
gold sponsor and Telstra
and Ricoh who provided
essential equipment.
On Friday 1 October the competition organisation moved to Dalby.
It was surprising how much the ground
had dried out during the week and there
was some optimism around. The team
swung into action setting up registration,
weighing, water pipes, tie-down areas
and the airfield started to look like competition site .
Around 20 pilots launched on the
Saturday to have a look around. With
only one tug on site this took a while,
but at least we were flying . Late in the
afternoon two more tugs arrived . On

Standard Class
champion Allan Barnes
Photo: Jarrod Booth

Sunday there were 36
launches, a lot of gliders were
weighed and we were ready for
the competition to begin.
On Sunday evening a welcome
function was held at the Country Club
Hotel and over 70 pilots, crew and
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Highest placed
International
pilot Grae
Harrison, New
Zealand with
Stow Kentish
Photo:
Siggy Novak

Briefing is serious business, especially when it's raining: contest
director Ralph Henderson, tug master Robert Bradley, weather
man Jeremy Thompson, safety officer Grant Harper
Photo: Mike Codling

organisers attended. They were welcomed
to Dalby by Pam Kurstjens as president of
the Darling Downs Soaring Club and by
Helen Wood of TMS Consulting on behalf
of the competition sponsors.

Monday 4 October
Practice day morning and the mandatory
initial safety briefing began in the Dalby
,. Hang Gliding Club hangar. All the required
~

information had been distributed electronically before the competition and only
the key messages were reinforced . The
key messages were pilot responsibility
for safety, and only the pilots can make
it a safe competition .
The mayor of the Western Downs
Regional Council, Councillor Ray Brown,
arrived and before offici ally opening the
championship, spoke of the billions of
dollars of development that was planned
for the region . The weather and task
briefings were completed and it was
off to the grid.
With the support of the Queensland
gliding clubs, we had every airworthy
gliding club-owned Pawnee in Queensland at the competition, which we think
was a first. We also had the use of Brad
Edward's Pawnee which was ferried up
from Armidale.
Wind conditions dictated that we needed to be on the worst runway on the
airfield . Pilots slowly got themselves gridded and launching with the si x Pawnees
got underway. We launched off the cross
strip and our operations were interspersed
with ag aircraft taking off and landing
on the main strip. Most pilots chose to
fly and have a good look around .

Tuesday 5 October and Day 1 began
After the usual first comp day shambles
of gridding it all started to come together.
December 2010

Second and third in 15m Class, Peter and lisa Trotter,
with Stow Kentish
Photo: Siggy Novak

AATs were set for all classes, trying to avoid
the wettest areas. Most pilots got home .

Second and third in Open Class, Pam and Gerrit Kurstjens
Photo: Siggy Novak

Wednesday 6 October, Day 2
The ground was continuing to dry out and
the tasksetters became more confident.
An AAT was set but with wedges rather
than circles. Some instruments didn't like
it at all. However, it was a good day and we
were starting to get into the swing of it.

Thursday 7 October, Day 3
After five good days, the weather had
changed. The tasking window was short
and the decision was made to only launch
two classes, Standard and 15m. Some
18m pilots grumbled, but a lot were
quietly smiling and they happily helped
out on the launch grid as the little wings
were sent off. The day turned out to
be a little better than forecast, but the
decision to set a task for two classes
rather than a non-contest day for all
classes was vindicated. With rain forecast
the briefing area became a hangar again,
accommodating five Pawnees.

The GFA State Teams Shield winning team Miles Gore-Brown,
John Buchanan, David Jansen from Queensland and all from
Kingaroy Gliding Club, pictured with Queenslander Stow Kentish
Photo: Siggy Novak

Friday 8 October
Very overcast and drizzling. A task was
set for the 18m Class only, in response to
the pilots' feedback the previous day. By
the end of briefing a no-contest day had
been declared for all classes. At briefing
there was very light rain . By midday it

Bmag Trans Tasman Trophy winning team members Shinzo
Takizawa and Lars Zehnder, the third team member was Dave
Shorter. They are pictured with gliding legend Stow Kentish
Photo: Siggy Novak
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Standard Class runner-up Shinzo Takizawa
Photo: Jarrod Booth

was real rain, and it just kept raining all
day, all 50mm of it in the end. Whereas
many previous rain events had gone
around Dalby, this one got us good and
proper. The outlook for the next couple
of days was bleak.

Saturday 9 October
No flying today and probably not tomorrow. Some competitors left town.

Sunday 10 October
The rain had stopped, but the tie-down
area now resembled a lake with gliders
on little islands in the middle. Doom
and gloom set in and another couple
of trailers went out the gate.

Crowd psychology took over. One pilot
said, "I'm going home," so his club mates
said, "Me too. " One pilot changed his
mind three times before eventually going .
It would be interesting to see what might
happen if these pilots were faced with a
similar scenario at a World championship.

Tuesday 12 October
The ground had dried out enough to
make gridding possible . To even up the
days only Open and 18m Class were
tasked . A run task was set, the first at a
Multi-class Nationals, somewhat unusual
but better than not flying at all. It was set
with two airfields as turn points with the
aim of pilots always being within glide of
an airfield. It was a challenging day with
slow speeds but everyone landed back
at the airfield.

The last day. Two classes were probably
decided, the other two still up for grabs.
The weather was good enough to send
all classes; an AAT for big wings, run task
for little wings. They launched into a very
soft-looking sky. Everyone was home by
2:30, traces were in, gliders derigged and
the airfield looked empty by 5pm .
The final dinner was held at the
Dalby RSL. Surprisingly, after the mass
departure, 56 people were there for
dinner. DDSC patron Stow Kentish performed the official duties of presenting
day winners, and the official champions
and trophies.
In the final analysis this was a very
challenging competition. To win a
Nationals and gain World comps selection
you have to persist and persevere even in
difficult conditions. You need the mental
toughness to sit out five no contest days
in a row and not get spooked by the rain
on the roof and the thought of landing
in a wet paddock. Despite all the negativity, no one landed in a wet paddock .
None of the gliders were damaged and
the only personal injury was to a rope
runner on the grid who found the bitumen runway very unfriendly.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to making the competition happen.
We counted up 33 members of DDSC who
contributed to the competition in some
way, too many to name individually.
Special thanks to the sponsors and
to the members of other Queensland
clubs who helped us out, especially the
tuggies. And to the pilots who stayed and
toughed it out - they showed they had
the tenacity and the mental toughness
that so often defines a champion.

Wednesday 13 October
Monday 11 October
Just when it should have been getting
better, it was drizzling during briefing.

Part of the organising team, sponsored by TMS Consulting, left
to right, Bill Smith, Graham Hennessey, Robert Bradley, Jeremy
Thompson, Bob Flood, Narelle Hennessey, Ralph Henderson, Allan
Barnes, Grant Harper
Photo: Siggy Novak
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Given the long range weather forecast
we decided to cancel the day for Friday
and have the presentation dinner on
Thursday night rather than Friday night.
When this was announced at briefing
there was no dissent. The weather had
cleared and it was all systems go. Having
only 23 competitors made gridding easier;
another run task for all classes. Again it
seemed the only feasible alternative.
Everyone landed back at the airfield.
We had a competition now that four days
had been flown . Sixty percent of the field
had gone home, this was disappointing for
those who remained and for the organisers. A Nationals is not just about good
weather and fast tasks. The calls after the
Worlds this year for more European-type
tasking had been answered.

Placegetters
STANDARD CLASS

1
2
3

Allan Barnes
Shinzo Takizawa
Mike Durrant

OLD
NSW
VIC

4105
3920
3804

OLD
OLD
OLD

4787
4701
3757

OLD
NSW
OLD

4198
3972
3859

OLD
OLD
OLD

4938
3699
3660

l5-METRE CLASS

1
2.
3

Miles Gore-Brown
Peter Trotter
Lisa Trotter

la-METRE CLASS

1
2
3

David Jansen
Bruce Taylor
Lars Zehnder

OPEN CLASS

1
2
3

John Buchanan
Pam Kurstjens
Gerrit Kurstjens
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of gliding in Queensland, go to the GQ
website at [www.glidingqueensland.org.au].
Dave Donald

Gliding Queensland
Lecture series
The lecture series has proven to be wildly
successful and is strongly supported by
Gliding Queensland (GQ) members. A fascinating range of topics has been presented
to date with more in the future.
The dates and location of lectures is
also on the GQ website at [www.gliding
queensland.org .au/] .
Caboolture Gliding Club Easter comps
GQ has been very fortunate to have
Caboolture Gliding Club organise the
Easter comps for the last four (yes, 'four')
years. To those of you who have attended
an Easter Comps run by Caboolture,
organised by Brian and Ann Wade and
able helpers, the phrase 'military precision'
is frequently used. While GQ is grateful
for CGC taking on the responsibility of
running the comps, it would be unreasonable to expect them to run it for a fifth
time. Therefore, I'm calling for expressions
of interest from other clubs to run the
comps in 2012.
Bundaberg visit
Bundaberg Gliding Club recently ran a
highly successful 'open' weekend with
media exposure on radio and television.
The highlight of the weekend was undoubt
edly Nigel Arnot in his unlimited aerobatic
MOM-Fox two seater, towed to altitude
by Mike McLachlan in Nigel's Super Cub.
GQ was pleased to provide $1500 to the
Bundaberg club for costs incurred in running this event. On both days, despite
bad weather on the Saturday, crowds
were in excess of 300. Nathan Poole
(secretary) and Grant Davies (president)
are highly motivated and are driving the
club forward, so with their enthusiasm
the future looks bright. Pretty soon, at
GQ's request, they're going to produce
a 'how to' document about how to run
this type of event based on their recent
experience. Coupled with existing M and
o documentation, clubs will be able to
run this type of event themselves.
History of gliding in Queensland
At a recent GQ meeting it was resolved
that some effort should be put into researching the history of gliding in Queensland.
Our very own GQ Vice-president, Kevin
Rodda, was way ahead of us. Kevin has
amassed materials, digitised them and put
them on the web. To see the history of
night flying in Queensland or the history
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Schempp-Hirth Announce Change
Of Representative In Australia
Schempp-Hirth Flugzeugbau wishes to
announce that, after a 15-year association
with Chris Kiehn, they will be changing
their representative in Australia. Chris
provided a very sound technical background to his role, spending some five
years working as a direct employee of
Schempp-Hirth in Kirchhiem unter Teck .
He continued that relationship for a
further 10 years, after emigrating from
Germany, working as their agent in
Australia. Schempp-Hirth would like to
offer its thanks to Chris for his long service
to the company, and wish him wel l with
his increasing family and work commitments.
Schempp-Hirth's new representative
in Australia will be Bryan Hayhow of High
Speed Flight. Bryan comes from a hang
gliding background, having run his own
manufacturing operation that exported
to some 15 countries, before he began
gliding 10 years ago.
He has a long association with those
Schempp-Hirth competition pilots who
also began flying in hang gliders: Tomas
Suchanek, Peter Harvey, Patrick Driessen
and also Ross Gaddes of Sailplane Services
Ltd, who is Schempp-Hirth's New Zealand
representative . Bryan will bring a great
deal of sports aviation marketing experience to his role and is looking forward
to getting to know Schempp-Hirth 's
customer base in Australia .
All new aircraft sales enquiries and spare
parts orders should now be directed to:
High Speed Flight, Bryan Hayhow,
Mob: 0414672 709, PO Box 293 Thirroul
NSW 2515, <g liders@highspeedflight.com.
au>, [www.highspeedflight.com.au] .
It is a very busy time at Schempp-Hirth
right now, particularly with strong ordering for the 20m two-seat Arcus, both the
pure glider, the motorised self-launcher
and a great deal of interest in the recently test flown electric self-launching version .
The yet to be finalised Quintus 23m
Open Class concept is also generating
significant interest and the option book
for this glider is growing steadily. The
company is looking forward to shipping
the first Arcus to Australia shortly and
feel that the Quintus, with its very high
wing loading capability, will be very well
suited to the Australian racing conditions.

Jaxida Covers appoint High Speed
Flight their Australian Agent
Having recently purchased the long established all-weather cover business and
transferring its operations to Germany, Uli
and Daniela Schwenk have been looking to increase their international representation . They are pleased to announce
the Australian Schempp-Hirth agent, High
Speed Flight, will also be representing
their covers to the gliding fraternity.
With an established family textile
marketing business and Uli being an internationally recognised competition pilot,
who was also the Jaxida German agent
for many years, Daniela and Uli bring a
great deal of experience to the all-weather
cover business. They can custom build
covers for almost any glider and are now
marketing them into the general aviation
industry as well. These are covers of the
highest quality, that both protect your
glider from UV and rain, while also allowing a good airflow around the aircraft.
All enquiries for custom made covers
should now be directed to High Speed
Flight (see contact details this page).
Bryan Hayhow

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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FAI Gliding Badge Report
to 31 October 2010
A BADGE

Carie, Davor
Millen, Mitchell Robert
O'Connor, Alex William
Smith, Wade

11641
11644
11645
11646

Southern Riverina GC
NSW Air TC
NSW Air TC
RAAF Richmond GC

B BADGE

Mahoney, Chris
Werner, Christian

11554 NSW Air TC
11625 Southern Cross GC

A. B & C BADGE

Dono, Kyle Philip

11647 Narrogin GC

SILVER C BADGE

Thomas, Stephen
Thomas, Sophie E

4748
4749

Boonah GC
Boonah GC
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PARAGLIDING -WORLD CUP
Chelan, USA - July 2010

Photos: Benn Kovco

Looking back towards Chelan Butte, launch is in the bottom left

ke Chelan in central Washington
was the second leg of the American
round and due to poor weather
conditions and low scoring at
the first event in Brazil, the results of the
Chelan comp would decide which pilots
would be elligible to enter the super final
to be held in Turkey in October.
Chelan is high and dry - launch is on
an isolated hill (or 'butte' as the locals like
to call them) directly above the Columbia
river which marks the eastern edge of
the Cascade mountains. The crux for
almost all flying days here is to glide
across the wide Columbia river valley
and establish on the high flatlands that
stretch to the east - the reward for
succeeding at this task is some of the
best flatland flying anywhere.
The PWC is a fun circus to hang
around, but this week was highlighted
by three things: high cloudbase, long
flying days and the Ozone R10. Those
three things conspired to create some
long and challenging tasks - a 'short'
100km race to goal for the first task,
triangles ranging from 100 to 150km

TI

Dust devil
Photo: Wesley Manzke
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ments throughout the week.
There were two Aircross US protos
which were the source of two
(out of seven) reserve throws

vine says there may still be a little work to
do there. j'd imagine all the new gliders
will have their own signature handling
quirks and it's an understatement

throughout the week - the grape-

to say they need to be flown with
respect - one task was stopped due to
overdevelopment, the kind where you
might want to be on the ground sooner
rather than later. Ozone test pilot Russ

Wesley Manzke ready for a hot day in the sun

fo r the next three days and a couple of
out and return tasks of up to 1OOkm. The
length of the tasks was somewhat 'cause
and effect' owing to the performance of
the technology employed by Ozone in
their new competition wing . The debate
was in progress as to whether or not the
carbon technology in the Rl0 will be
allowed to progress in its current form
and there may have been a decision by
the time you read this, but at the time
Ozone's was the wing-du-jour.
The overwhelming number of Rl0s
that finished in the top of the rankings
is an equal reflection of the glider's performance and the fact that the vast
majority of pilots flying Open Class wings
have chosen the R10. One of the few
top pilots not flying Ozone is Josh Cohn .
I asked him if he felt like a lone wolf
flying the new Icepeak 4 and he commented that he hoped it would actually
work in his favour now that most of
the field was flying the same machine
and had effectively eliminated any
potential performance advantage due
to equipment. He went on to win the
competition, so the Ice peak 4 can't be
far off the Rl0 in terms of performance.

(

However, Josh is a phenomenal pilot,
so huge credit to him.
Gin test pilot Yasushi Kobayashi
finished third overall flying a two-line
Boomerang prototype as was Gin himself
who was making various inflight adjustOn glide into the flats

December
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Looking north to Grand Coulee Dam,
the reason it's all possible out here

Ogden was competing and when asked
later what the preferred method of
accelerated descent was for the R10 he
replied, "Find sinking air."
The week saw some good tasksetting
with the ever colourful Xavier Murillo
encouraging pilots to 'sta rt using our
brains again' rather than simply following
an arrow on a GPS . This meant some
triangles with large turn points forced
pilots to account for the wind and make
tactical approaches, some large start
cylinders spread the field out and one
Assigned Area Task required us to fly
beyond a 50km radius around launch
and back. It ended up being an out and
return on a similar line for all pilots due
to the wind, but the idea was a good
one and something we should see more
of in future.
I was flying a serial glider and despite
being with the lead gaggle at most of the
starts, by the end of the second glide the
Open Class wings were gone.
Provided the technology is not
restrained, I think the performance
of the new two-line gliders will result
in a significant change in the current
approach to tasksetting and the length
and type of tasks we see. During this
comp we saw a 150km triangle (138km
actual flying distance) which due to the
luck of the day ended up being cross/
headwind on every leg and amazingly
Gliding high over Lake Chelan
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6005 Worldwide #1 fully featured entry model ... .... .. $475.00
6015GPS GPS in a 6005 - new XC varia ............... $695 .00
6020GPS PG verso like 6030 but no pitot for ASI . .. .. $1650.00
6030GPS HG version (inc HG mount) ............... . $1970.00
Sonic Mini vario audio only ........................ $270.00
Windwatch windspeed+temp .............. .... ..... $121 .00

IC-41 S inc extra HGFA & Manilla channels (h/held) .. .. $379.00
IC-400PRO in car 20 watt (inc extra chs) ............ $399.00
IC-A 15 Airband VHF radio (hand held) ...... . . ........ $349.00
Head Sets & Speaker Mic's .. .. ............ .from $77.00
A very lucky (and relieved) Frenchman on the final day - he discovered
his mallion in this configuration while climbing at around 2500m ...

us pilot Jack Brown still made it to goal

GRRMI"
ETREX H

new.1 O.OOOpts 3D track log. great back up .... $145.00

in six hours and 20

GPSMAP78 new model. colour 1.7GB memory etc .. $375.00
GPSMAP60CX colour w ith SD mem-card 5101.. .. .. .. $389.00

minutes, with Ayumu Miyata and Len Szafaryn making goal
after the close.

All Garmin models available at Australia 's best discount

It is difficult to overstate just how good the flying was this

A~~

week, flying with cloud every day except for the last, cloudbase
over 10000ft and conditions that allowed you to fly until sunset

adiaas

most days - provided you were sadistic enough to keep pushing

Elevation with special LST lens .. .............. .... .... $1 75.00
Evil Eye with special LST lens .................... ... .... $1 75 .00
Optical insert special insert for all models .... .... . ..... $66.00

into the headwind! I flew almost 25 hours in six tasks and many
of the competitors also flew the US Nationals here the week before
in similar conditions. If you are looking to clock up some airtime

All Adidas models are at 30%+ disc to RRP !

over the Australian winter then you could do worse than a trip
across the Pacific. Brian Webb has been running tours here for
the last few years and can definitely show you around Chelan
and many other great sites on the west coast.
The PWC was organised by Doug Stroop and his wife Denise
who have been running competitions in Chelan for many years.

Downhill Full Face (airsports certified) ................. $242.00
Jetstream Open Face (airsports certi fi ed) ......... . .. $220.00
B-Cool Basic
Face (airsports certified) .. ..... ... $132.00

They do a fantastic job and a huge thank you goes out to them
for taking on the Pwc.

SuperFly GTX the best safety available . .. ....... .. $385.00
Fly GTX lighter weight version .................. ....... $365.00

CHELAN PWC RESULTS
PILOT

1
2
3
30
36
50
58
59

Josh Cohn, USA
Nick Greece, USA
Yaushi Kobayashi, JPN
Brian Webb, AUS
Matts Eliasson, SWE
James Thompson, AUS
Benn Kovco, AUS
Wes Manzke, AUS

GLIDER

SCORE

Niviuk Icepeak 4
Ozone Mantra Rl0.2
Gin Boomerang Proto
Ozone Mantra Rl0.2
Ozone Mantra Rl0.2
Advance Omega 8
Ozone Mantra 3
Niviuk Peak

5550
5360
5137
3560
3213
2590
2404
2396

Understanding the Sky Dennis Pagan 's all time classic
reference guide to everything you need to know about the
weather- for all soaring pilots .............................

The Art of Paragliding Pagan 's easy to

$77.00

use classic

reference book for Novice and Intermediate skills .......

$88.00

Thermal Flying

The best ever thermalling and XC text book
(for PG/HGj by German expert Burkhard Martens. Great diagrams

For full results

and explanations .................................... ...........

$99.00

go to [WWw.
paragliding
worldcup.org]

Speed to Fly/Security in Flight DBl. ...... .. ...... .. ....... ............ .. . $66.00
Manilla Sky PG Worlds 2007 (90minsj .................................. $33.00
XC
2005
.
.. .............................. ..

Paragliding
Sales - Service - Expert Advice - Tuition

Ph : 02 67 856545
email: godfrey@flymanilla.com
Wes Manzke provides proof that you just should have
been there!
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MY FIRST OUTLANDING
Karl H Pleines

IT WAS A BEAUTIFUL SUNNY SUNDAY AFTERNOON WHEN I, VERY MUCH A BEGINNER IN THE ART
OF FLYING SAILPLANES , EXPERIENCED THE MOST DREADED AND MUCH TALKED AND WORRIED
ABOUT MISHAP TO BEFALL TO A GLlDER PILOT, THE DREADED OUT LANDING.

I

t all happened near a small difficult-toland-on strip on the top of Mangrove
Mountain near Gosford. A few months
ago I had taken up flying gliders. I had
10 or 11 flights in my log book so far and
was just settling down in the front seat
of our club's Blanik, a slightly ancient twoseater training glider. Trevor, my instructor
got ready in the seat behind me .
I had finished the pre-flight check list:
tyres, ailerons and rudder and was now
going through the 'CHAOTIC' check list:
"Controls checked, harness secure, air
brakes checked and locked, outside airstrip
clear, competent crew available, instruments reading normal, glass intact, trim
set for launch, wheels locked down, operate all controls for free movement. " Now
I had to make the radio call : "Mangrove
traffic glider Zulu Charlie departing
runway 36 winch launches to 3000ft. "
The wing man, shading his eyes with
one hand against the glare of the sun,
holding the wings level with the other
checks the airspace and announces:
"All clear above and behind." I give the
thumbs up: Pilot ready. The wingman,

signalling with his arms shouts: "Take
up slack, take up slack ... full power full
power ... " Trevor behind me announces:
"My aircraft" - he is going to conduct the
initial phase of the launch. I am still too
green to safely handle this very critical
part of our flight. The launching rope in
front of the glider straightens out tight
and then begins to pull the glider suddenly. A few metres of rattling progress over
the clumpy grass surface of the airfield
and Zulu Charlie is airborne. Trevor deftly
starts a gentle curve upwards. We quickly
get an angle of about 4S-degrees,
airspeed just over 60kt.
"Your aircraft," Trevor announces.
I confirm and gingerly tighten my grip
around the stick. For a beginner it is quite
tricky to keep a glider being launched at
the correct angle and speed while making
sure the wings are level. You hear the
wind swooshing past the cockpit, but in
front of you, because of the angle the
glider is at being launched, you just see
clear blue sky or with luck the fuzzy edge
of a faraway cloud . The briefest glance
to the left or right to check the position

HAPPENED RECENTLY ON AN AIRFIELD
Martin Feeg
At 3pm it was near dark and since 4pm it IS dark. Snow
is falling, the wind is softly caressing the house and snowdrifts are piling up. The fire is radiating cosy warmth, but
the gentleman is not paying much attention. He is busily
opening wardrobes and drawers, removing things, putting
them in a box and a bag; then he is ticking off a list of items.
One item reads 'hinges prepared with low temperature
lubrication' and is long since ticked off. No, it is not Santa
Claus, the gentlemen is a fellow glider pilot preparing for
Christmas soaring on a frozen lake.
Between Christmas and New Year's Eve a few comrades in the far north gather for
soaring and they make use of a frozen lake as a runway. It is great fun, but you have
to be prepared. In Australia the enemy is the heat and the radiation, there it is the cold.
Close shave? No, man and machine are well prepared, and that is how it should be.
Have a merry Christmas, a happy New Year and always be well prepared.
Safe soa ri ng.

10 Soaring Australia

of the wing tips show you bits of quickly
receding landscape.
Near the top of the launch the winch
down at the end of the airstrip reduces
power. I gently press the stick foreword
to keep up speed. The glider slowly levels
out, the landscape moves into our field
of view. Now I locate the yellow release
handle and pull it twice . There is a loud
thud, we are free from all connections
to the ground, we are flying .
A sailplane, not having any sort of
engine or other propulsion, needs a nose
down position to gain airspeed and therefore lift. It is constantly gliding downhill,
so to speak . If there happens to be rising
air around the aircraft the glider will
gain height. If there is no lift the aircraft
will come down quite quickly. Our club's
training gliders manage a glide angle of
30/1; they sink one foot for every 30ft they
travel horizontally. At our airstrip, when
releasing at about 1200ft above ground
without lift, we manage about four to
five minutes of flying time every launch.
We are lucky today; there is plenty
of strong lift around us. In an elegant
circle we are rising under a big snow
white puffy cloud. Soon we reach 3000ft.
Deep below us on the bustling airfield
another glider is being launched . From
up here it looks like a tiny toy. Far away
to the north in a blue grey haze the tall
buildings of Sydney are just visible. To the
east the dark blue expanse of the ocean
fills my field of view. It's a joy to soar
with the eagles! Trevor behind me is in
a jolly good mood. He talks incessantly:
finer points concerning handling of
aircraft, features in the landscape below
us, life in general. Lift is usually found
under well develo;:-ed clouds. We peel off
going in a straight line at increased speed
to the next promising one. There we
spiral again up to just under cloud base
and then go to another cloud far away.
And then disaster strikes, we lose lift
and are suddenly on our jolly way down
in a hurry. And to top it all Trevor
December 2010
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anno unces w it h a grave slightly shaky
vo ice: " Crikey, I've lost the airfield! "
From t hen on he doesn't ta lk at all.

The area around Mangrove Mou nta in is
a hell ish pl ace to land a glider. It's what
they call t iger country among pil ots. There
is a lot of bush and gro ups of trees t hat

can smash a landi ng gl id er to match
wood, which happe ned to one of our club
members. There are hidden ditches and
obstructio ns that break gl iders back or
make him cart whee l t o utter destruction .
Time to pray. But which God do I pray
t o? There are so ma ny all claim ing to
have created it all and running the show.
Zeus, VVotan, Jehovah?
VVhi le I desperat ely t ry to save my
sk in decidi ng w hich Deity to apply t o f or
inst ant del ivery from doom and certain
disast er, Trevor is doi ng his thing. He spies
out a reaso nab ly large and leve l paddock
hidden in t he otherwise very unsuitable
landsca pe below us. He manages to fly
a proper circu it at about 800ft above
ground to suss out the landing area . He
is ab le to det ermine wind direct ion and
fi nally sets us down confidently and safe.
The glider rumb les to a shuttering stop
in high dry grass just metres from a sing le
wire fence surround ing t he pad dock . Not
even a bu ll charges us as we scra mble out
of the cockpit with shaky knees, Trevor
ta lks again - I forgive him everything.

Victorian Soaring Association
Cross-Country Coaching Week
28 January to 4 February 2011
Hosted by Horsham Flying Club. Horsham Airfield
This VSA cross-country course will be held again in 2011 just prior to the Horsham Week competition which commences 5 February.
This is now our fifth event and the popularity is growing each year. Building on previous experience, the course will now offer
opportunities for pilots commencing their cross-country flying as well as for active cross country pilots seeking to develop their skills.
Open to all pilots who have been cleared for cross-country flying by their club panel.
Try for Silver, Gold and Diamond goal flights. Flying is over some of the safest outlanding country in Australia and course members
will assist with paddock retrieves.
Bunkhouse accommodation and camping is available at the airfield. Horsham township offers a range of accommodation with 15 motels
and two caravan parks.
The course is managed by the VSA coaching team and comprises a mix of short theory lectures, daily weather briefings, daily tasks
and post-flight analysis over an evening meal.
We expect to have two-seat gliders available to offer direct one-on-one coaching, although these opportunities will be limited. Pilots with
their private glider or a club glider will be offered 'lead & follow' coaching opportunities as well as direct coaching in a two-seater.
This week is also a good opportunity for pilots attending the Horsham Week competition to fit in some practice flying as we will have
adequate aero-towing capacity for all.
Further details and an application form can be found on the GFA and VSA websites.

For enquiries and registration contact:

Ian Grant - phone: (03) 9877 1463 or <ian.grant.gliding@gmail.com>
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WAVE INFLUENCE ON
CROSS-COUNTRY FLIGHTS
James Cooper

MANY PEOPLE WOULD NOT EXPECT TO ENCOUNTER WAVE DURING CROSS -COUNTRY FLIGHTS OVER
THE WHEAT BELT. I BELIEVE THAT I WOULD EXPECT TO HAVE WAVE INFLUENCE DURING ABOUT fiVE
FLIGHTS PER YEAR. SO WHAT CREATES WAVE INflUENCE AND HOW DOES 1T AFFECT OUR FLIGHT.

ve can be created by wind sheer
in or above the convection zone.
So if we look at the temperature
trace at briefing we should also look
at the wind direction, not only to see
where the air is coming from, but also to
see if it will create any other effects. So
let's look at a day, Saturday 25 September
2010 (see Illustration 1).

W

Perth AP (94610) Sounding at 24 September 2010 23Z
__ Tem~erat~ re

("9_ -

D~wpointrC) -

Windsp:ed(kt) -

What is causing the problem can
be seen if we look at the pink line that
shows the wind direction; we see a
gradual backing from 1000 to 2000ft then
a rapid backing to 4500ft where the wind
changes from 30° to 310°. What this will do
is set up a wave motion in the atmosphere.
With these conditions you will get vast
areas of lift, but equally large areas of
sinking air. So in the areas in the upside .
of the wave, not only will all good thermal sources work well, but poor areas will
work as well.
If we look at a section of my flight
there are six single turns to find the
thermal, the distance flown is 11 km
and the height gained is 1000ft (see
Illustration 2) .

However in the above case I was crossing
the wave bars that would have been
running in a somewhat north/south
direction . The fun happens when the
track changes. Normally when we hit
sink when flying cross-country we will go
crosswind to find the lift street. However,
wave bars inevitably lie at a different
angle to the wind, often 90°. Now with
often horrendous sink we need to get
out of it as soon as possible, we have to
overcome our natural instinct to cross
the thermal streets, and instead go cross
wave, because if you don't, you will be in
a paddock. I have flown for 40km at times
going cross street looking for lift and
eventually finding a paddock.
I'm sure there are a number of other
things to consider, but
here is one: You get
a nice climb to obtain
-.- ___
final glide. Do you leave
'"ustration 2
"{
for home? I would be
stacking up some height
It is time to think that there is someto get through the wave sink. And don't
thing happening with the air. Other
forget when you set off on final glide and
things to give us clues there is a wave
you gain 1000ft on glide due to buoyant
influence is that the good thermals will
air, don't start pushing up the speed too
be going to a height above the predicted
early, because 10km from home, with
height and also with a greater strength,
little height to play with, you may end
one knot per 1000ft - 1 is a good rule of
up in the sink part of the wave and could
thumb . So if the thermals are going to
end up with a dangerous final glide.
5000ft and the strength is seven to eight
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
knots there could be wave . You may get
clues from other pilots who give reliable
Only two weeks after writing this article
we flew around the clubs. A similar wave
indications of thermal strengths achieved .
effect was evident. I found that the first
So now let's look at my flight for the
time I entered the buoyant air I was keen
next 15km 2000ft is lost (see illustration 3) .
Okay, so I had a flight going west
to take a climb. However, it proved better
east and some was good and some was
to push further into the buoyant zone
poor; you take the good with the poor.
to get the better climb. But it was also
necessary not to push
too far and take another
run in sink .
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Illustration 1

The temperature for the day was
going to go to about 27 to 29°( so the
thermals should be going to 5000 to
7000ft, however, there are two clues that
there will be some issues over and above
the normal thermal climb.
If we look at the black temp trace line
we will see that it starts to do strange
things between 3000 and 5000ft lying
back at more than the dry adiabatic rate
at just below 4000ft, indicating highly
unstable air there, however, just above
and below that it is stable as it leans
from the bottom left to top right. This
would normally indicate that once the
thermals have the ability to go above
3500ft up to 5000 ft there will be a bit
of a battle to climb through
this region . Look out for the
grey misty inversion layer to
see if you have reached the
thermal tops.
12 Soaring Australia
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17 NOVEMBER 2008, TWO DAYS BEFORE MY BIRTHDAY! THE CAIRNS HANG GLIDING CLUB IS OUT IN
FORCE AT THE GILLIES LOOKOUT, ALL SET FOR A PRACTISE COMPo CONDITIONS ARE LOOKING GOOD
AS WE RIG UP, WITH THE USUAL BANTER GOING ON BETWEEN US . I'M FULLY AWARE THAT THIS IS
A TECHNICAL SITE , WITH LIMITED BOMB- OUT OPTIONS IF YOU GET IT WRONG . I'M ALSO AWARE
THAT I'VE ONLY FLOWN IT TWICE , USING THE OFFICIAL LANDING SITES EACH TIME . CROSS- COUNTRY
IS SOMETHING OTHER PEOPLE DO, ALTHOUGH I HAVE MANAGED THE RUN TO PORT DOUGLAS FROM
THE REX A COUPLE OF TIMES BY NOW - A GOOD 20KM.

v calls the task and we gather around .
Goal for today is Dimbulah, a town to
the west about 60km away. Dream on!
The guys are squirting co-ordinates
into their GPSs, I don't have one. Out of
pure curiosity I ask for directions (what
else can you do?): "Easy, head west over
lake Tinaroo, cross the tablelands to a
long ridge running north/south. Aim for
the gap in the ridge by Mt Uncle, turn
west and follow the road. Dimbulah is
the last town before solid jungle. "

~

Yeah, right! In my head I form my own
flight plan. My personal goal for today is
to get high and stick to known territory,
I'll cross the lake and aim for Atherton
Aerodrome. I've flown microlights there
14 Soaring Australia

so I knew the geography, and figured I'll
get a warm welcome and a cup of tea on
arrival! I also knew where the bomb-out
fields were along the way, and I've always
wanted to make that flight anyway.
Maybe that's a cop out, but I generally go
for the easy option. The keen pilots are
ready and Ron is already on launch.
I watch Ron and Joe do the usual
scary take-offs. (Sorry guys, but you
did pop those noses and waft off with
minimal airspeed!) Brod has a problem
so I'm next in line. Bob asks me for a
radio check. Radio? I don't have one!
I love the freedom of flight, but too
many instruments spoil it for me. I have
an audio only vario (which I sometimes

switch off to just feel the air), and
an altimeter on my watch so I can stay
legal. Nothing else on the A-frame at
all. I'm told I need a radio, club rules.
Bob very kindly lends me one which
I tie to my harness.
"Radio check: 1, 2. " "5 over 5, Mark."
So I step up to the plate and wait. The
wind tape is motionless, not a breath.
I'm in that moment only a pilot knows.
Waiting, ready, poised, focussed - and
scared . Out in the valley I see treetops
moving . Here she comes! Mother Nature
bringing my lift, my own personal thermal. I feel a gentle breeze on the back
of my neck, just a kiss, then a whisper,
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Winding down

Photos: Mark Warrender
strengthening as the thermal pulls more
air in .
I see more trees moving, closer. The
wind stops. Flat calm for a second, then
a change of direction. The wind tape
twitches towards me and I pick up my
glider. Wings level, nose angle right.
Enough breeze now, it's time to go. With
a good, strong committed run I accelerate
my kite to flying speed and - I'm away!
I've never had a problem with my takeoffs. I get my legs in and zip up, flick my
head down and turn a lazy left to follow
the ridge . Now where's my thermal? Ron
comes on the radio.
"Get closer in to the ridge if you
can, Mark."
I follow Ron's advice and I'm rewarded with a little surge. At many sites the
first couple of minutes after take-off
can make or break it. The Gillies is no
exception . I milk the surge as much as I
dare and climb slowly. The day doesn't
seem as good as it looks, but like all
climbs it builds as I get higher and soon
I'm screaming up. Yeeharr! I'm 2000ft
above take-off and at cloud base. The fact
that this is even possible will never cease
to amaze me.
Just under the clouds I look around
to see where everyone is. Most people
are working the north end of the ridge,
as the wind has a lot of north in it. Since
we're heading west it makes sense to stay
north of the course, rather than allow
yourself to get pushed south and have
a difficult into wind section to contend
with later. I know this, I understand this,
but I still let myself drift SW under my
cloud . I was never a 'follow the crowd'
kind of person, and I like it under my own
personal cloud .
Crossing lake Tinaroo is tricky, I'm told
you need six grand ASL to do it safely.
A couple of people are committed and
on glide. I've never liked death glides and
I'm happy my track is taking me around,
rather than over the lake. The territory
below isn't ideal - quite hilly, but it levels
out quick enough. Before I know it I'm
level with the far edge of the lake, and I
can see someone landed already. In fact
everyone crossing the lake is very low. My
thermal has died too and I'm in mild sink,
so it's decision time.
I could fly over and land with my
friends, and talk about t he tricky day,
but I'm high enough to f ind more lift
December 20 10

and I really want to make it to Atherton.
I decide to glide towards the volcanic
lakes, Eacham and Barrine. They look like
they might kick something off.
As I get close I wonder if I've made
a mistake, I'm low and they're covered
in trees - not great thermal generators but they're all I've got now. I'm guessing
I'm 600ft above ground, so I unzip my
harness and look for landing options.
I hang around on the upwind side and
find a very slow climb. While climbing I
spy a chopper passing directly underneath
me . I wonder if he saw me?
As I climb away I see four gliders
being broken down in a field . I wonder
if they see me too, so I wave . (Stupid I
know, but fun all the same!) I'm up here,
you're down there. Haha!
My climb gets really strong and soon
I'm rocketing up. Cloudbase has lifted
and I check my watch: 5500ft asl. For the
first time I really concentrate on my goal,
which should be achievable from here.
I turn west, haul on the VB and set off
on a fast glide. I glide myself down to
three grand, then slow up to look for

Peak Caps
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The Gillies take-off

The Gillies highway

Stickers/ Badges
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E: office@hgfa.asn.au W: www.hgfa.asn.au P: 03 9336 77 55
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more lift. (I always find it difficult to find
lift on a glide.)
I find lift easily and am rocketing
up beyond cloud base. I'm in a blue hole
equidistant between four clouds, climbing
through them . How does that work?
It's not in any of the textbooks I've read.
The climb tops out just over 6500ft, a
new personal best. Awesome! The sky
is very broken so I'm not worried about
being clagged in, but I am concerned I
can't see Atherton aerodrome as I should
be very close by now. I'm used to seeing
everything from 2000ft and it looks a lot
different from up here.
I go over the geography, find the
lakes and highway, draw the lines
between them and ... laugh out loud!
I'm directly above the runway! I've wanted to make this flight for such a long
time, and when I do I've got 4000ft
to spare! The windsock down below
is 90 degrees to the runway and the
place looks empty. I'm not stopping now!
I can see the north/south ridge and the
gap, so it's VB on and a fast glide to
the ridge again . I make it easily. I've got
about five kilometres into wind to get
to the gap, which I expect to be tricky.
I'm too high for ridge lift, but I'm not
loosing any height. The ridge must be
helping somehow. As I get to the gap
I see someone land at the cricket ground .
I later hear it's Kiwi John, making the

second best distance of the day. A proper
joker, he kept calling 'Howzat' whenever
someone bowled. It must have taken
them a while to figure out where the
voice was coming from . (People never
think to look up, do they?)
I reach for the radio, but it 's gone!
Oops! Sorry, Bob (I did buy him a replacement). I round the gap and start to glide
west along the road into unknown territory. I've never been to Dimbulah before!
As I turn, I spy two wedge-tailed
eagles leaving their nest on the ridge.
Their movement caught my eye, as they
were t iny specs below. Two minutes later
they are right next to me! Wedgies are
territorial birds, and I am in their territory.
The female is just off my wingtip and very
vocal, she keeps turning and flexing her
claws. I've never been this close to a bird
in the air before, and she is just stunning!
A loud bang shakes me out of my reverie,
the male has outclimbed me and dives
on my wing. I've heard tales of pilots
being forced to land with shredded gliders - I don't want that to happen to me!
I shout at the birds (I won't repeat
it here). It seems to stop the attack, and
as I fly further away from their ridge,
they give up on me and fly home. This
particular moment will stay with me for
a long time!

By now I am very tired, I've been in
the air for over three hours. I'm ready to
land and glide from safe field to safe field
along the road . A town looms up, beyond
it nothing but jungle. No way! Could this
really be Dimbulah? Have I made it? I'm
over the moon, I can't believe I've gotten
this far ... and it was easy!
With plenty of height to burn I have
a good look at the township . The sports
field next to the pub looks like a cool
place to land, but I know my limits,
especially when I'm tired . I want a bigger
field and can do without lots of spectators.
I choose a large field just outside,
with a house and a good road back to
town. Actually there are plenty of good,
safe landing options. It's bumpy right
down to the ground, I land long, but
in my chosen field . Much further and I
would have been in amongst some nasty
termite mounds - which might as well
be pillars of concrete .
Safely down I park my kite next to the
house where an old guy sits on his porch
having watched me land . I still can't quite
believe I've made it to Dimbulah, so I ask
him, "Excuse me mate, what's this place
called?" "Earth, " he said . I still don't
know if he was joking or not!
I pack up and call for a retrieve. Everyone thinks I've landed at the bottom and
gone home. Why? Because that's what I
normally do! Not this time. It takes me
two days to finally get home!

REMINISCING
There's a map of the Tablelands on my
bog door at home. I sat there looking at
it and realised - I've flown off the map!
In one single flight I've beaten my personal best height gain and PB distance.
Truly amazing, yet somehow quite sad.
I returned to England the following week
and this was my last flight in Oz.
But there is a happy ending! I'll be
returning in January and I fully intend to
beat both of those PBs.
Watch this space!

My landing
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Letter To The Editor • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
~ Rob Wenban's

~

'How To Crash'

Excellent article, Rob. I found myself laughing and taking on your words of wisdom.
As a veteran, I have crashed lots
of times and was only ever once hurt
seriously (dislocated elbow, and it HURT).
I once even made it into the daily under
the heading 'Hang Glider Bounces Off
Cliff'. Now that was a crash! I'd stalled
on take-off at Cooks Terrace, a sheer 90ft
cliff, and did literally bounce off the cliff
several times: Saw the face of the cliff
coming, stalled and pushed with my feet,
and the glider did bounce off it, the nose
hitting as I pushed with my feet. Then
I'd come in again and repeat the process.
Finally, after three or four 'bounces', I
lodged near the base and managed to get
out. I was flying barefoot, and had badly
bruised feet, but was otherwise fine .
I also once crashed into a 'Danger:
Hang gliding landing area' sign ... a story
for another time, I digress .. .
The only bit in your article I would
question was the bit about warning
people you are about to hit them . A few

years back I found myself
out of control and trying to
land on a crowded beach.
(Glider problems - it wasn't
my fault I swear!) Normally
I would yell at people in
the way, but I was heading
for this woman lying on her
back, with her arms in the
air holding a book she was
reading. I managed to knock
the book out of her hands
with a wingtip as I went in,
but if I had yelled at her she
would've sat up, and it could
have been her head rather
than the book.
I've found spectators,
and potential targets in
a crash situation to be very
unpredictable, and it's a matter of judging the situation as to whether it's best
to yell at them, or perhaps say nothing .
Once again, the best and most useful
hang gliding article I've seen in our mag
in a long time. I will be buying wheels
shortly if I can't find a set of skids I saw

John Chapman over St Hilaire, France

on a basebar not so long ago - they'd do
the same thing with less drag . In fact, if
anyone knows where to get them, please
email me<combobulate@hotmail.com>.
May your crashes be few and painless.
Geoff Martin

Providing 2 years warranty on all new FRESH BREEZE MOTORS which
with DLUV, the highest certification system in the industry
Providing a SERVICE TEAM of 2 mechanics & a pa ts manager. They provide
guidance for the care & factory servicing requirements of your Paramotor
6 days a week during office hours. This team also attends all major Fly-ins
& Competition events to ensure your machine is at peak performance

•

, Providing the best possible paramotor training with top experienced instructors
-~- who seriously love to both fly & teach
Providing VHF training
& endorsements

.In

POLIGliDE has a large selection of newand second hand machines in stock as well
as over $20,000 worth of F?arts located here in Australia at their workshoR.
CONTACT: ANDREW POL/DANO - 0428 666 843
Email -enquires@poliglide.com
Check out our website for more details - www.poliglide.com

Australian Air Force Cadets
(AAFC) Annual Flying Competition
(ANFLY) 2010
SQNLDR (AAFC) Sean Jorgensen-Day. Deputy Director Gliding Aviation Training Directorate

the evening of 1 October 2010,
20 Australian Air Force Cadets
(AAFC) met at RAAF Glenbrook
as participants in the AAFC National
Flying Competition. Each year four cadets
are selected from each of the eight AAFC
Wings around Australia, two for powered
flying and two for gliding, to enjoy three
days of competitive flying in their respective disciplines.

O

Qantas cup, Best Wing: No 3 Wing AAFC
(as a combination of all scores)
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The competition is open to all AAFC
cadets who have participated in AAFC flying training and aims to assess individual
standards in powered flying and gliding .
Flying commenced at RAAF Richmond
at 0700 hours the following day. The
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club was the host
of the gliding side of the competition .
The weather gods had obviously been
taunted with a low cloud base and rain

KJ Broomhead cup, Best Gliding : LCDT Mitchell Millen,
305 SQN AAFC, pictured with Air Vice-Marshal
David Dunlop

affecting the morning . The cadets were
a little nervous at the start with lots of
shuffling of feet and comments about
what would be expected of them . Two
aircraft were used, a Grob Twin Asti r and
a venerable old K7 .
During the morning the RAAF
Roulettes Aerobatic Team performed
a practice display over the detachment
and then departed for Bathurst. This
unexpected treat inspired the young
aviators and all settled into the competition like seasoned pilots. By the afternoon the weather was perfect.
The Detachment flew 12 flights on the
first day, with each cadet wondering how
they'd been scored . A number of hard
working instructors were used, AIRCDRE
(ret'd) Frank Burtt, SQNLDR (ret'd) Roger
Browne, SQNLDR (AAFC), B GleesonBarker, FLTLT (AAFC) R Sheehan, and G
McLean. CPL (AAFC) Brumby did a sterling
job towing them into the sky. AC (AAFC)
P Lennon managed the ground aspects of
the gliding operation completing a very
professional team.
RAAF Richmond air traffic controllers
did a great job slotting gliding activities
around the powered movements. Gliders
and RAAF C17s in the same pattern provided interesting experiences for the
cadets.The dreaded theory exam part

Rawdon Middleton vc trophy, Most Motivated Cadet
with Drive to Succeed : CCPL Ryan Scholar, 623
SQN AAFC (gliding participant) pictured with Air
Commodore Roger Harrison
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Preparing to launch the Director General Cadets, Air Force,
Air Commodore Roger Harrison

Photos: SQNLDR (AAFC) Sean Jorgensen-Day
The Detachment Commander, SQNLDR
(AAFC) Craig Fechner, organised a visit to
a RAAF F/A 18, which one of the powered
instructors had flown in from Townville.
Cadets (and staff) were very excited to
Ansett Cup, Best Powered Flying: CCPl Brian Xiong,
322 SQN AAFC (power participant)

A cadet preparing himself for a competition flight

of the competition happened after dinner
on the first day.
Weather for day two improved into
a great flying day from a questionable
start. By this time the cadets knew what
to expect and they got on with the business of flying as if they'd been flying
at RAAF Richmond forever.

During the afternoon the guests
for the evening presentation dinner
started to arrive. AAFC National Council
Chairman AVM David Dunlop, Director
General Cadets, Air Force AIRCDRE Roger
Harrison and Deputy Commander-AAFC
WGCDR (AAFC) Greg Williamson talked
with cadets and staff and watched launches and briefings. A last minute surprise
saw AIRCDRE Harrison perform the hangar
flight of the Twin Astir under the watchful eye of FLTLT (AAFC) Seehan .

see ex-cadet FLGOFF Brendan Smith rock
up in his F/A 18. FLGOFF Smith showed all
the cadets his 'office' and provided the
photo opportunity for the group shot
of the detachment.
The presentation dinner in the historic
RAAF Glenbrook Officers' Mess had the
Air Commander Australia, AVM Mark
Skidmore as the principle guest.
Director of Air Training for the AAFC,
WGCDR (AAFC) Mark Dorward said that
next year ANFLY will be held at Point
Cook to mark the 70th anniversary of the
AAFC and the 100th anniversary of flying
from Point Cook.

FROM HALIFAX BOMBERS
TO A CLUB TWO~SEATER
Andrew Evans

~

drew Evans took his 90-year-old
dad, John Evans, for a flight in the
Mt Beauty Gliding Club's twoseater glider when John visited from his aged care facility in Melbourne.
John was a navigator in Wellington
and Halifax bombers in the RAAF in
England during WW2, flying bombing
missions over Germany. His flying ceased
when his Halifax bomber crashed just
after take-off from Driffield airfield in
Yorkshire in 1943. Several of the crew
were killed, but John managed to escape
from the burning aircraft and was assisted by the family on whose farm the
aircraft crashed.
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His serious burns and injuries were
treated by the famous New Zealand
surgeon Sir Archibald Mcindoe, a pioneer
of plastic surgery, at East Grinstead hospital in the United Kingdom. Patients at
this hospital became members of the
famous 'Guinea Pig Club', so named due
to the experimental nature of the plastic
surgery carried out.
John returned to Australia after the
air crash and after recovery from his
injuries established a successful building
company with his brother Eric, which
he conducted until his retirement.
When asked what he thought of his
glider flight John replied that he found
it a lot quieter than a Halifax bomber.

Andrew Evans and his 90-year-old dad John prepare
for take-off in Mt Beauty Gliding Club's IS28-WVU

He described the winch launch as 'like
going up on a kite' and the flight as
being 'like an eagle'. Needless to say
he enjoyed his flight.
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GLIDING

CORNER
,.,,../ NATIONALS AT
GAWLER 1960/61
Noel Matthews
r club (Clare) that year entered our
new Kingfisher in the competition :
it was the shortest wingspan of the
lot! Pilots were Colin McKinnon,
Dene Newton, and Alan Hudson, and I

O

The AV36 was a stranger sight while doing a loop! It was
transported on an open trailer, with the nose cone removed
and the rudders turned to the side to get to a legal width

Some of the RANGA team: Geoff Strickland front right

was ground-crew_We were accommodated in an old migrant hostel which was
just over the railway line. (There was no
freeway or railway bridge at the time .)
Incidentally a local lady, a Mrs Kaesler,
organised the catering at this comp and
a number of other gliding functions.
She kept a book in which she had all the
pilots' autographs. Now that would be
a good bit of history to get hold of!
Launching was by winch; the ASC then
had two two-drum mobile winches which
gave good service . Aircraft competing
included the BG Special, Altair, Grunau 2
and 4, Olympias, Fauvel AV36, and a BG12
dubbed the flying instrument panel; you
name it, it had it.
One day the task was a race to Tintinara . Our pilot was Dene Newton, who
firstly outlanded near One Tree Hill. We
had him airborne again five minutes after
getting back to Gawler. He set off so late
that he just concentrated on staying up
for his five hour Silver duration, and was

The 'flying instrument panel': Bill Selge in his BG 12

surprised to be told that he had landed
at Tintinara, well after 7pm .
It may have been that same day that
Bob Muller (former GFA president and
co-founder of Australian Gliding), who
was in an airliner flying back into Adelaide,
saw a couple of gliders above it while on
descent over the hills. He wasn't the only
one to see them, and the riot act was
read the next day, though I don't think
the culprits were found .

Ron Adair (in the cockpit) and Cliff Gurr with their Altair

Rigging the Olympia VH-GlY: Ivan Wiese at left,
Kevin Sedgman on the trailer
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A brand new Cherokee II from Renmark

Photos: Noel Matthews
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[www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.aul
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MY INSTRUCTOR FINALLY SENT ME SOLO
Geoff Hearn

O

er a good many years both
Ian Patching and I have
teamed together to travel
to faraway places either
delivering or collecting glider airframes
for various individuals or organisations.
Generally, because of lan 's work commitments, it has been necessary to leave
at odd times which found us travelling
through the night to arrive at our desti nation to meet strict timetables. My role
has been that of relief driver and an extra
pair of hands when loading or unloading
our precious cargo .
The latest trip was undertaken at the
request of JR Marshall ('JR'), who asked
whether I would like to travel to Gulgong
in NSW from Melbourne to collect two
Hutter 17 airframes.
Unfortunately lan 's work commitments did not allow him the time to be
involved in this long range retrieve. I subsequently approached an enthusiastic
person and as back-up had asked my wife
and son, giving them the opportunity
of a three-day driving holiday. Haha!
We all know that the best laid plans
of mice and men can nearly always go
astray, this proved to be the case, as all
pulled out within 24 hours of my intended departure. This was going to be a new
experience for me, having to navigate,
arrange fuel stops, pit stops, driving and
meal breaks plus the concentration levels
required whilst travelling on unknown
roads and at night by myself.
At this stage I must thank Tighe
Patching for the loan of his tow vehicle
and Mark White for the gracious loan
of his Foka 5R trailer.
After an eleven-and-a-half hour solo
drive I arrived at my destination and
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of its storage trailer and also loaded into
the Foka 5R trailer.
All of this was accomplished in a fiveand-a-half hour time frame by both Ray
Ash and myself, not bad considering Ray
is in his mid-80s and myself with some
limitations of mobility. I might add that
the only glider which needed partially
moving to the outside of the hangar
was Ken Caldwell 's Cherokee VH-GLU,
and no, Ken, we didn't damage your
machine or any others during the process.
The remainder of the day was spent
recovering with a snooze by myself.
Ray had graciously made me a meal
that evening and offered me accommodation at his place, which was great as
it allowed for an early departure the next
morning for a return to Melbourne.
At this stage it might be in order to
give a little history of the two airframes
that were collected.
Firstly VH -HDQ was originally built
in Western Australia during 1949 and is
one of two bu ilt by Neville Wynne and
Allan Milligan. It originally had a nose
title of 'Fleetwings' applied. The other
Hutter and sister ship to Fleetwings is
'Sweetwings'. This aiframe registered
VH -GQM has been partly restored by the
Australian Gliding Museum and is under
their ownership and presently stored at
Bacchus Marsh .
The second airframe collected with
no apparent registration is believed to
be the 'Red Hutter' built by Norm Hyde
in Melbourne during the latter part
of 1945.
After a successful twelve-and -a-half
hour return trip to Melbourne both
Hutters are now ready for JR to collect
and return to his home base of Millicent
in South Australia.
VH-HDQ will only require a thorough
Form 2 and removal of a number of
wasps nests before returning to the air.
The Red Hutter is another matter and w ill
take some time to resto re before possibly
returning to the air.
Thus ends my two part successful 24
hour solo adventure. Would I do it again?
Sure, the 2500km odd three-day trip
proved an entertaining experience; with
proper planning anything is possible!

Lake Keepit Soaring Club is the
perfect place to glide ... if you
are learning or if want to extend
your cross-country experience.
The relaxed 7 day a week club
operation, varied terrain and
year-round good conditions
make LKse ideal for pilots
wanting to get their epe or fly
badge flights.
Hang glider, paraglider and
ultralight pilots are welcome.
Tel: (02) 67697514
Email: manager@keepitsoaring.com

www.keepitsoaring.com

SportAviation ~
TOCUMWAL ~
'Experience the thrill of 0liding.
Go Gliding with our friendly team SportAviation
Tocumwal - Operates 7 days a week.
World renowned X-Country conditions,
Basic Abinitio to Advanced Training.
Standard & Racing Class. Aircraft for Hire.
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HGFA News
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New Format
In an effort to
accommodate the
goals of all pilots,
the competition
structure will be
changed - two tasks
will be set each day,
one 'AAA' task and
one 'Serial' task.

2011 Bright Paragliding Open
A pilot meeting was held during the
Bright Open comp in March 2010. The
larger part of the discussion was about
dwindling competition attendance in
recent years and how to encourage pilots
back to organised events. Further debate
continued on the Oz PG forum and through
both discussions many good suggestions
were voiced such as shorter tasks to get
more pilots in goal, holding the comps at
different times (general consensus was
that the back to back AAt\s in March 2010
had a negative impact on pilot attendance
overall) and providing more value to
pilots who are new to competition or
chose to fly in competition for reasons
other than making the national team
which in reality is the majority of pilots.
Coaching and Competition
The 2011 Bright Paragliding Open will
run from 5 to 12 February and will focus
on pilot development and encouraging
new and intermediate pilots to come
along and improve their flying through
learning from the most experienced
pilots in Australia. We aim to achieve
this with the following initiatives:
• Each day will feature a lecture
from one of Australia's most experienced pilots (Brian Webb, Craig
Collings, Andrew Horchner among
others) on flying safely and with
greater confidence.
• Providing mentoring to any pilots
who wish to sign up for the program.
The idea is to assign a 'buddy' to assist
pilots in any aspect of competition in
order for them to get the most from
attending this and other competitions.
• A general focus on assisting intermediate pilots to get the most they
can from each flying day.
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The AAA task
will be set at the
highest level for
pilots wanting to
gain maximum
ladder points and
train at the highest
level possible in
Australia . The Serial
task will be a shorter, more easily achieved
task for pilots looking to improve their
skills, get to goal or simply fly with friends.
At registration, pilots must choose to
fly either the Serial or AAA task as each
will be scored separately and trophies
awarded according for each. The two tasks
will essentially run as one competition
with a separate committee for each task.
Both comps will launch together and tasks
for each group will be set in the same
general area so that pilots from both
groups will cross paths and fly together.
You can register now at [www.
brightopen.org]. For any enquiries please
email <brightopen@gmail.com>.
I look forward to seeing you in Bright!
Benn Kovco

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •
NEW PRODUCTS

New 2011 HG and PG Calendars

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

New Mountain Light
Harness from SOL
Weighing in at just 3.6kg,
the new Mountain Light
Calliplox Harness from SOL
offers paragliding pilots
a light, yet comfortable
harness that sacrifices neither safety
nor performance .
Its compact design includes the safety
of a Cygnus Airbag and certified back protection. The aerodynamic styling allows
for precise handling, with lateral reinforcement giving better load distribution .
Features include an independent bridle
system manufactured according to LTF/EN
norm, elastic rig for the speed system and
foot stirrup, a sliding opening of the rescue
container and quick lock leg buckles. All
straps are adjustable and manufactured
to LTF/EN standards.
Available in sizes M,L and XL, the SOL
Mountain Light Calliplox offers spacious
back and side pockets, a secure radio
holder and water compartment. It is in
stock at Central Coast Paragliding, based
one hour drive north of Sydney. For
more information contact Paul Cox on 02
43342222 or [www.ccparagliding.com.au] .
Central Coast Paragliding

Paramania Australia Flying Suits
Paramania Australia have released their
range of flying suits suitable for the PPG
and PG pilots. The latest in contemporary
styling these have features and comfort
pilots require, including: high warm collar,
elastic waist band, wrist wind stoppers,
heel loops, large front pocket, two side
pockets, vario/altimeter leg loops, elastic
ankle cuffs, Velcro adjustable wrist cuffs.

Available from
USHPA now, the
2011 calendars are
full of vivid flying
photos which are
guaranteed to
make you dream
of free flight
aviation during
the work day!
We hope you
enjoy them!
They are available for U$15 plus shipping
and handling.
The 2011 calendars and other items
can be ordered through USHPt\s online
store [www.ushpa.aero/store] or by calling us at +1-719-632-8300. Our online
store can handle domestic and international orders .
Martin Palmaz, USHPA
December 2010
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Paramania Flying Suits come in f ive
sizes to suit most pilots from 5'1" to 6'6"
tall. Sizing information is available on
our website at [www.paramaniaaustralia .
com). Priced at $290 (plus delivery) these
flying suits are great value.
Contact Andrew on 0407 511451
or <andrewshipley@netspace.net.au>.
Paramania

Australia's First
Revo Trike

Claim number: 16056 and

The first Revo will

Type of record: Free

arrive from the USA
in December and
will be at hangared
at Bunbury, WA. The owner, Roger Bunny,

triangle distance

is happy to welcome anyone who wants
to have a closer look at this new super
trike.
Roger's Revo wi II have a 912 ULS
engine, a Reflex 12 wing (80kt hands-free)
with speed valves and vortex generators,
electric trim system, carbon fibre body,
V-l0 MGL radio, Enigma colour glass cockpit with built-in GPS, carby heat, quick
engine warm up system and back seat
arm rests - plus a heap of other features .
Three more Revos will arrive on the
east coast in early February 2011 . One is
the World speed record holding trike with

.--

.
-.

-"

..

Skywalk E-Walk flys!
First introduced purely as a vision in the
2010 Magalog, the innovative electric
drive from Skywalk has now been in t rials
for several weeks .
Currently variations are being tested
with or without a cag e while system
performance is continuously optimised .
Lithium Ionic batteries provide the power
for the brush less high-performance motor.
Conceived by Dr Martin Hepperle, this
motor brings about 1OkW shaft power to
the low -noise propeller which conveniently folds back aerodynamically after the
work has been done. The measured noise
of the E-Walk is only 50 % of a conventional motor and actually seems quieter
since the usual rattle is missing!
The show-stopper of the E-Walk propulsion is the semi-automatic thrust vector
adjustment. The propulsion unit tilts 45°
in order to achieve the best efficiency during launch and while in the air. The prop
thrust vector adjusts automatically when
the pilot steps on the leg stirrups.
The E-Walk unit has already passed
the new EMV (electro-magnetic tolerance)
criteria, a pre-condition for certification .
With the E-Walks aerodynamical integration into a comfortable XC harness,
pilots can access thermals for long flights.
[www.skywalk.info)
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the Refle x 11 wing.
Come join the Revo-Iution in flying .
Test flights will be available from La Trobe
Valley airfield starting in February 2011 .
For more information contact Jon on
0404002277 or [vwvw.apolloaerosports.com) .
Jon Newell, Apollo Aerosports Australia

Mads Syndergaads in Australia
PWC pilot and author Mads Syndergaads
will be in Australia, courtesy of UP Pa ragliders and High Adventu re Paragliding,
in February 2011 . Mads will be bringing
with him his new book on therm alling
and competing along with UPs new range
of wings to be test flown for any who
wish to try.
Along with his visit he will be doing
seminars of XC flying and competing at
chosen venues, starting from Queensland
heading down the coast and then arriving
for the Bright XC open compo If you wish
to attend any of his seminars and book
test flights please contact Lee Scott. Free
transport and retrieves will be supplied
by UP and High Adventure, email dly@
highadventure.com.au> for full details.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •
FAI NEWS

New Hang Glider International Records
FAI has ratified the following Class 0
(Hang Gliders) international records:
Sub-class: 0-3 (Paragliders)
Category: Feminine
Coursellocation: Molini di Tures (italy)
Pilot: Renate BRUMMER (Germany)
Paraglider: Cayenne 3/Skywalk
Date: 31.7.2010
Previous record: no record set yet

15947 (European)

Performance: 118.3km
Claim number: 16057 and
16058 (European)
Type of record: Speed over 100km triangle
Performance: 1S.88km/h
Claim number: 16055 and 15969 (European)
Type of record: Distance over a triangle
Performance: 108.8km
Previous record: 92.8km (11 .S. 1998, Karin
WIMMER, Austria)
Sub-class: 0-3 (Paragliders)

Category: Feminine
Claim number: 16025 and 15984 (European)
Type of record: Speed over an out-andreturn course of 100km
Course/location: Tolmin (Slovenia)
- Gemona (italy)
Performance: 27.3km/h
Pilot: Nicole FEDELE (italy)
Paraglider: MAGIC FR 4/Airwave
Date: 24.S.2010
Previous record: no record set yet

Sub-class: 0-3 (Paragliders)
Category: Feminine
Claim number: 16041 and 15983 (European)
Type of record: Speed over SOkm triangle
Course/location: Kobarid (Slovenia)
Performance: 22.3km/h
Pilot: Nicole FEDELE (italy)
Parag/ider: Magic FR 4/Airwave
Date: 1.7.2010
Previous record: 1S.80km/h (20.7. 1994,
Judy LEDEN, United Kingdom)
FAI congratulates the pilot on this
splendid achievement.

New FAI President
John Grubbstrbm was elected as the new
FAI President at the FAI General Conference held from 5 to 10 October 2010
in Dublin. John Grubbstrbm succeeded
Pierre Portmann, who stepped down from
the FAI Presidency after si x years in office
and was elected FAI President of Honour.
John, a Swedish medical doctor born
in 1948, held several high positions in
aviation-related non-profit organisations
and the FAI , including President of the
Swedish Air Sport Federation and FAI Vice
President. Holder of a Hot Air Private
Balloon Licence, John took part in the
World Air Games 2009 in Turin and has
been an official in numerous events,
including World championships. He was
awarded the FAI Airsport Medal in 1998
and the Royal Swedish Aero Club Gold
Medal in 2004.
Faustine Carrera, FAI
Soaring Australia
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AUSTRALIA [S WELL KNOWN AS THE LUCKY COUNTRY. HERE

is AN

EXAMPLE THAT ANYTHING

IN LIFE IS POSSIBLE IF YOU WANT TO MAKE IT HAPPEN .

I

am originally from France, with a mix of
Greek blood . I have been travelling since
I was 19 years old - through Cambodia, the
Philippines, South America and Europe.
After spending seven years living abroad
I was again feeling stuck in an office job
in Holland. It was time to make another
move in my life and I decided to realise my
childhood dream of going to Australia .
I settled my bills, left work and my
flat and felt more alive by starting a new
exciting chapter in my life. To be honest,
I did not know where exactly in Australia
I wanted to go, except for visiting my
best Irish friend in Brisbane. I left Europe
in April 2009, destination: Australia - my
dream - kangaroos, sun and fun (that's the
image we get from the European media) .
I travelled for almost three months
around Australia, worked for a while
in Perth, then decided to join up with
another traveller, Alex, his destination
was Broome, his description: "A small
remote paradise where I want to live. "
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He talked so much about Broome that
I had huge expectations. When we eventually arrived, I remember passing the airport in the middle of town, thinking, 'how
interesting to have an international airport in such a small place.' Discovering
the dirt roads, and the amazing Cable
Beach, I had to agree with Alex, it really
is a paradise in the middle of nowhere.
I felt Broome was the place I wanted
to settle down for a while - I enjoyed
the beach and the people are so friendly.
Anything and everything can happen in
Broome . It did not take me long to find
lots of interesting work opportunities;
I started to be involved in aboriginal com munities. Nothing in life is more enjoyable than a smiling child .
I decided to experiment with a new
lifestyle by working on a cruise . I was
extremely excited to go on board and
discover the Kimberley via the sea . Living
on a boat changed me too: I found myself
observing nature a lot more. My decision

to learn to fly came when I saw eagles
soaring all around the coast. My first
thoughts were: 'I want to feel like a bird
and fly with complete freedom, not in an
enclosed environment like helicopters, I
wanted to feel the wind in my face and
enjoy the sensation of flying ', however,
I did also want it to feel safe .
I met the very English (we call them
'roast beef) Charles at the Saturday
market in Broome in December 2009 . It
was an amazing moment, meeting this
character who had travelled the world on
a motorbike with a French lady. Charles
has so many stories of his travels and a
way of describing incredible moments of
his life. He is well-known in Broome and
is reputed as the English man who enjoys
playing with toys: Trikes, hovercraft, quad
bike, Harley Davidson and a sort of hotted
up beach buggy called a Mini Moke.
My first flight was amazing . I loved
this feeling of flying like a bird, the view
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of a turquoise ocean and sunset will
always stay in my mind .
From an introduction flight, I decided
to go for my trike pilot certificate. The
quality of Charles' teaching made up my
mind quickly - I wanted a strict and safe
instructor, he was the man! I decided to
save up for my course and get started
as soon as possible.
Now, by living here since 2009, I have
come to appreciate the uniqueness of the
place where we live and train, based right
next to the international airport!
So there I was, getting my first flying
lesson and all excited about it, not realising all the difficulties I was going to meet
along the way. From a broad smile on the
way up, I came back down thinking,
'How can I make this happen? I'm always
busy with work, this creates a lot of stress,
the one thing I need to be free off when
I go flying .. .'
A usually funny and charming Englishman, come flying lesson Charles turns into
a very strict and demanding instructor,
conscious of all the dangers of flying .
Charles has over 16 years of instructing
experience and I feel safe learning from
his expertise.
With every lesson I wondered if
Charles would persevere with me or tell
me to stop flying because my brain was
often still occupied with work and the
kids and not 100% on flying. After 10
lessons, I was only climbing and turning,
still hadn't done any take-offs. I had a
minimum of 10 more lessons to prove to
myself and my instructor that I will make
it - I just have to work harder!
When I first started, I did not appreciate all the effort and time it would
take to look after the trikes; get new
equipment and maintenance.
The hardest part for me was to get
my brain around all the mechanical and
technical definitions. I realised that the
actual flying was only part of the whole
learning experience, to push and pull the
trike is not as easy as it seems, the same
applied to getting my helmet and headset
correctly on my head! I'm sure in a few
months I will look back at these times and
laugh about them.
I shared my experience with Charles
which made him look back at his own
evaluation when he was learning to fly.
I was glad to find that I am not as stupid
as I started to think myself. I think learning to fly is all a matter of believing in
myself. It's a good personal challenge to
get my licence at 26 years of age; I hope
it will give me confidence.
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Lining up the trike next to a Qantas plane

My dream is to plan some cross-country trips, but I'm still far from having the
experience to do it. It's all a matter of
time and perseverance. Every flight is
different and enjoyable, even so, I always
come back with the feeling I can do better.
After getting involved with the trike
school business I now harbour an interest
of one day becoming an instructor. It

seems to me that running a trike school is
a full time job, but also a great lifestyle.
I am grateful for this opportunity and
would not change anything of this
amazing experience .
Perhaps in the future I will become
a trike instructor and work with the
school, but for now, let me first finish
my pilot's certificate!

Charles pre-flights the trike
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The Flattened Sphere
Matthew Cameron

THE MAPS , OR MORE CORRECTLY CHARTS , THAT WE USE FOR AIR NAVIGATION ARE THE END PRODUCT
OF CENTURlES OF DEVELOPMENT. IN THIS ELECTRONIC AGE THERE ARE THOSE WHO CONDEMN
SUCH CHARTS AS UNNECESSARY AND OUT OF DATE , NOT A VIEW THAT THE AUTHOR SHARES , NOR
DO THE RELEVANT AUTHORlTI ES .

he problem that the map maker has is
very difficult. How do you depict a spherical surface on a flat plate? Imagine cutting
an orange in half and then removing the
pulp so that only the peel is left. How do
you flatten the skin out without distortion? The simple answer is that you cannot. However, if the piece you wish to
flatten out is small enough, distortion can
be controlled to an acceptable level. Map
makers have solved the problem by using
different projections that display the surface of the earth with a minimum of distortion . In aviation, our World Aeronau tical Charts (WAC) use a conical projection
over the nearer pole, but in reality the
charts are mathematically constructed.
For our purposes we will assume that
the earth is a perfect sphere that rotates
in space on its axis, the two points on
the surface of the earth of the axis are
known as the north and south geographic
poles. To find positions on the surface of
this sphere man developed a graticule
to establish positions both vertically and
horizontally. Thus the intersection of both
will establish a position . The horizontal
lines of position are called parallels of
latitude and they are numbered from the
equator which is the middle parallel and
exactly halfway between the two poles.
They are numbered from 0 to 90 degrees
and are specified either north or south of
the equator. A degree (0) is simply a unit
of mathematical measurement and there
are 360 degrees in a circle.
Because a degree is a large number
it is further mathematically divided into
minutes of latitude, there are 60 minutes
of latitude to a degree and each minute
has a value of 6080ft and is known as
a nautical mile . In sim ilar fashion, the
lines we draw between the north and
south poles on the surface of the earth
are known as meridians of longitude.
These meridian converge at each pole,

E
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they are numbered from 0 to 180° either
east or west from the prime meridian at
Greenwich in England. Like parallels of latitude each degree is divided into 60 minutes.
Thus, it is possible to pinpoint any
position on the surface of the earth by
nominating its latitude and longitude.
So if we locate position south 32° 13 minutes and longitude east 148° 14 minutes
on the Canberra (3457) WAC chart we
would find ourselves at Narromine aerodrome. Note it is convention to specify
latitude fi rst.
In addition it is also possible to indicate a particular position on the surface
of the earth by using a bearing and distance from a known position . A bearing
or direction from a particular point is
measured in degrees from 0 to 360 measured in a clockwise direction from true
north; a meridian of longitude is a convenient starting point. Using WAC chart
Canberra (3457) if we draw a line starting at Narromine aerodrome in the
direction 226° true and measure a distance of 72 nautical miles we will be
at Condobolin aerodrome.
On charts the distance is normally
measured in nautical miles (nm), one Nm
is equal to a minute of latitude. This is
a constant value whereas a minute of
longitude varies from zero at either pole
to a specific value at the equator The
WAC chart that we use in aviation have
a scale of 1:1,000,000. Explained simply,
whatever distance you measure on the
chart will be 1000000 of the same units
on the surface of the earth . (eg, if we
measure one inch on the chart what is
the distance on the surface of the earth?)
Therefore the number of same units
equals 1000000. If we divide this number
by 72 960 (the number of inches in a
nautical mile) the distance on the surface
of the earth is 13.706nm.

Whilst all of this may sound confusing
to those taught in a metric world, you
have to accept some facts. Whether you
like it or not, it is a legal requirement
within Australia that gliders (and powered aircraft) have instruments graduated
in imperial measurements, ie, an airspeed
indicator graduated in knots (nautical
miles per hour) and an altimeter that is
graduated in feet. It is also normal in
aviation circles to measure distance in
nautical miles. I am well aware that most
gliders in Europe are almost always referred to in metric terms, ie, speed is in kilometres per hour, heights in metres, distances are in kilometres. However, you
should be aware that in almost all coun tries of the world imperial measurements
are used in commercial aviation .
If we go back to our WAC chart, one
millimetre on the chart is equal to a kilometre on the surface of the earth, ie,
1000000 miliimetres, thus it is also
possible to use a metric ruler graduated
in millimetres to measure kilometres. We
can measure different distances using
either conversion factors or the actual
scales on the bottom of every WAC chart
which show distances in kilometres,
statute miles (not used in aviation) and
nautical miles.
There are a couple of rules of thumb
that are useful when you need to use
mental arithmetic. To convert kilometres
to nautical miles times by 0.6, the actual
conversion factor is 0.5396 but 0.6 is
accurate enough to get you in the ball
park . Conversely to convert nautical miles
to kilometres double the initial number
and reduce the result by 10%, ie, 100nm
x 2 = 200 - 20 = 180. The actual conversion
of 1.8532 = 185km. If you are that close in
the air it will not make much difference.
You should obtain a WAC chartls that
covers the area(s) you glide in. It contains
a wealth of information that will assist
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you in planning and will also assist you in
navigating the flight. It is interesting to
note that the requirements for the initial
issue of a Level 2 Independent Operator
Authority include that the applicant be
in possession of all relevant current aeronautical charts and documentation. I suggest that this includes the planning and
low level charts. The planning chart is very
useful for decoding BOM weather reports,
all charts are updated at intervals.
There is a growing trend in this electronic age to dismiss charts as outdated
and unusable in the cockpit, I disagree.
Firstly, electronic charts on cockpit displays
simply do not have the detail available
on printed charts. Secondly, it is patently
obvious that modern day glider pilots
take the easy way out and use the electronics first rather than understand the
WAC charts and then use the electronics.
I do not have a problem with the use of
electronics, however, in my opinion it is a
mistake to use the electronics first without
having a solid background in the basics .
On Australian WAC charts the grati cule or grid covers an area of four degrees
of latitude and si x degrees of longitude.
If you measure the distance between
each whole degree of latitude you will
find that it is a constant value. However,
the distance between the meridians of
longitude is greater at the top of the
chart than at the bottom. This is because
of the conical projection based on the
south (nearer) pole. Because of this con vergence when measuring directions
you should measure the angle mid way
between the two points, however, for
gliding, the error caused may be ignored.
Meridians of longitude are aligned
with true north and may be used as a
base direction for measuring bearings.
There seems to be some confusion about
the difference between truth north and
magnetic north in relation to navigation
generally; the explanation is simple . The
magnetic compass is influence by magnetic lines of force that cover the surface
of the earth . It would be very convenient
if the geographic and magnetic north
poles coincided, unfortunately they do
not. In addition the magnetic lines of
force are not constant and vary over the
earth 's surface.
This difference between true and
magnetic north is known as variation.
Thus, magnetic lines of force are shown
on the WAC charts as broken purple lines
together with a value and a notation
of either E or W. This E or W merely
indicated whether the position of the
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north magnetic pole is to the east or west
of the geographic pole for a particular
location on the surface of the earth.
Within Australia the maximum variation
varies between about 10.5° east and one
degree west.
So how do we use this information?
Suppose we measure a cross-country task
between A and B, we note what the
distance is and measure the direction
between the two to be 085 (T) degrees
true . We consult our WAC chart and
note that the magnetic variation is 10°
east. This has to be subtracted from the
true direction to arrive at the magnetic

direction of 075 (M) . If the correction had
been 10° west we would have had to add
the correction to arrive at a figure of
095 (M) . It is convention to note whether
a direction is either true (T) or magnetic
(M) to prevent confusion .
Some useful tools for measuring
distances and direction include a pair of
dividers and a protractor for measuring
directions. A square navigator's protractor
is much more flexible than a half or circular one commonly used by high school
students. A metric ruler can be useful
when working out distances for
badge flights.

GFA Awards 2010
Tim Shirley - GFA Trophies and Awards Officer

R

the annual awards' dinner in
Brisbane on 9 September, several
awards were made to deserving

GFA members. The awards
were presented by outgoing GFA President Daryl Connell.
Details of the awards are:

The Bill Iggulden award for general services to gliding, went to Tom Van
Blaricum for his extensive and successful
efforts to redevelop engineering documentation over more than two years, in support of the new regulatory arrangements
with CASA.
The J R Muller award for services
to the promotion of gliding, went jointly
to AI Sim and the Australian Gliding
Museum. The award to the Australian
Gliding Museum recognises the effort
involved in the promotion of gliding
in this the centenary year of gliding in
Australia, and in particular the construction and display of the replica of the
original Taylor glider first flown in 1910.
The award to AI Sim recognises his work
in developing and operating the GFA
sales area, including the GFA calendar.
The Martin Warner trophy for
height gain went to regular winner
Richard Agnew with a height gain of
20889ft, with Bill Hatfield a close second
only a few hundred feet less .

The Wally Woods trophy for the
longest distance flight of the season
went to Bernard Eckey for a 1116km FAI
triangle in his ASH25 .

Outgoing president Daryl Connell with Tom Van
Blaricum who received the Bill Iggulden award

The Bob Irvine trophy for the longest handicapped distance flight went to
David Jansen for a 1035km FAI triangle,
notable also for being the first recorded
1000km FAI triangle flown entirely in
Queensland .
The Roger Woods trophy for the
best performance by an Australian at the
World Club Class Championships went
to Allan Barnes for 16th place.
The Royal Aeronautical Society
shield for the highest speed by an
Australian at the World Club Class
Championships also went to Allan Barnes
for an achieved speed of 99.3km/h.
The award for the Best Cover
Photo in the Soaring Australia magazine
went to Oliver Barthelmes of the Mt
Beauty Gliding Club .
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In the Steps of Sir Francis Chichester
Harry Medlicott - Reprinted with permission from Keepit Soaring

SOME READERS MAY REMEMBER OR BE AWARE OF THE EPIC VOYAGE OF SIR FRANCIS CHICHESTER
IN 1966 WHEN HE , IN HIS SMALL YACHT, ATTEMPTED TO MATCH THE TIMES OF THE FOUR MASTED
CLIPPERS WHICH RACED BETWEEN ENGlAND AND AUSTRALIA iN THE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES .

e sailed from Plymouth, landed in
Sydney without stopping and then
back again . His time of a bit over
100 days each way was only marginally behind the average of the clippers.
A magnificent solo effort of seamanship, endurance and navigation for which
he was knighted by Queen Elizabeth II
using the same sword as Queen Elizabeth I
had used to knight Sir Francis Drake.
It was only when visiting Lord Howe
Island a few years ago that I became
aware of his earlier aviation exploits. In
1929 in his Gipsy Moth, powered by a
1OOhp engine with a cruising speed of
75kt, he was the second person to fly
to Australia . In 1931, in the same plane
equipped with floats, he was the first
to fly from New Zealand to Australia,
stopping for fuel on route at Norfolk and
Lord Howe Islands.

H

LAKE KEEPIT FLYING
We soared and banked in
Grampie's glider,
I looked down and then I spied her,
A sparkling sea ofjewels,
Down there Lake Keepit really rules.
Banking at 5000 feet,
In a thermal getting steep,
Inside a chandelle,
I felt the Gs quite well.
I had a turn of the joystick,
My turn was long, but it seemed
really quick.
We sailed past an eagle's nest
Lake Keepit really is the best.
W'hen we finally came back to earth,
It was where flight took birth.
But when we get back to the sky,
We'll Keep-it flying, nice and high

Francis Chichester and Gipsy Moth sea-plane, Jervis
Bay, NSW 1931, having completed the first ever solo
crossing Tasman Sea from New Zealand

How, with only a sextant and flying
solo did he manage to find the two specs
in the vast empty ocean? Not much fun if
you missed them by a few miles with very
limited fuel left.
Sir Francis pioneered the use in
aviation of 'off course navigation' by
which you navigate to a target to one
side of the intended destination. When
he had calculated using dead reckoning
and a sextant that he had reached the
target he turned 90 degrees in the correct
direction and flew until he reached his
destination.
If he had navigated directly to his
destination and not knowing his crosswind component or perhaps the magnetic
deviation and missed it he would have no
idea of knowing which way to turn, but
by programming an error he knew exactly
which way to turn once having covered
the calculated distance.
Sir Francis went on to become the
chief navigation expert for the RAF in
WWII and wrote the manual used by
navigators. He also devised a system
whereby fighter pilots using a knee pad

could navigate across Europe and back
to Britain. A truly remarkable man .
Well, what is all this to do with
gliding? We can use his principle of off
course navigation to 'stitch ' streets of lift
on blue days.
I well remember my friend Hank
Kauffmann using this method in a
Nationals out of Temora to fly into a
headwind of not less than 15kt to cover
about 50km with very few turns. We
all see cloud streets on windy days with
cumulus clouds often stretching 10, 20
or more kilometres . Exactly the same
happens on a blue day but we have no
visual clues.
This is how it is done. Firstly, you must
be aware of the exact wind direction;
pretty essential anyway. One way of
working it out is to determine the
bearing at which the difference between
the GPS-derived ground speed and the
ASI indicated speed is the greatest.
Let's say our track to the turning point
is 360° and a strong wind is coming from
320°. When we fly into rising air, we do
not turn onto a 320° heading, hoping to
centre the street but fly at an error of
about 15°, say 335°.
When the lift starts to weaken we
know which side of the street we are on
and make a turn of about 30° to give a
heading of about 305°. This takes us back
through the street.
Likewise when the lift eases we make
a 30° turn to a heading of 335° and so
on . Obviously if we encounter strong lift,
which is usually from the primary source
at the up wind end of the street, we turn
in it.
When we are no longer gaining a
benefit we resume the 360° track until
another street is found.
You may never have the need to
employ 'stitching' but it is a useful piece
of information to keep in reserve.

Finn Rothacker (10 years old)

28 Soaring Australia

December 2010

Pedal Prix and Links to Gliding
'JR'

WELL THIS LS A LITTLE STRANGE; THE ONLY COMMON DENOMI NATOR BETWEEN PEDAL PRIX. (TH E RECUMBENT BI KES USED
FOR RACING . OR HUMAN POWERED VEHICLES ) AND GLIDING
WOULD APPEAR TO BE THAT THEY ARE BOTH GREEN SPORTS.

The high school bike TWIF: To Win In Fairness
Photos Amy Marshal

Millicent Gliding Club at the moment
has two students, and three prospective
new members, which is fantastic for a
small country town, and maybe with a bit
of luck and a lot of effort we can make
things in the gliding scene a lot better.

....,

GLIDING FEDERATION
OF AUSTRALIA INC
Airworthiness Inspection

FORM 2 AND C OF A NOTICE

o
o

The Millicent High School Pedal Prix Team

A Form 2 inspection is due. $165' payment
is enclosed
The C of A requires renewal. $42' payment
is enclosed and the existing C of A document

The Millicent High School Pedal
Prix Team has four members who are
learning to fly gliders and two others
who are associated with the Air Training
Corp. Having said that. it was tossed
around at an SAGA (South Australian
Gliding Association) meeting about how
to spread the message of gliding to
more people. with most things tried in
advertising not particularly successful.
So the high school team wrote to SAGA
asking for sponsorship in an upcoming
24-hour race at Murray Bridge. and so
with some provisos SAGA sponsored
Millicent High's team.
What did SAGA get for their money?
A logo on the sides of the bike, and the
team members hand delivered 100 gliding
pamphlets, (and answered questions) to
other high schools that were entered
in the race as they walked around the
track prior to racing. So for 24 hours
TWIF (To Win In Fairness, the high school
bike and team name) did laps around
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a 2.3km circuit, and they did very well.
They finished 22 in their class, and 62
overall, out of 224 competitors, but
the amazing thing is, that for 24 hours,
GLIDING in fluoro yellow was being seen
by thousands of people . The subliminal
message is out there. On Facebook, and
on the pedal prix site there are hundreds
of photos of TWIF and gliding certainly
stands out.
The Millicent High School Pedal
Prix team also won a very prestigious
award in their category, being the
Presentation Award, which not only
covers the presentation of the bike, but
more importantly the team members
themselves, so as for ambassadors for the
gliding movement they excelled, in my
humble opinion . I don't know how SAGA
can gauge the success of this exercise, but
it certainly is a different approach, and
the comments overheard at the race track
were definitely encouraging . We can but
only hope.

o

is returned
Initial registration package is required.
$400' payment is enclosed

* Fees include GST
Payment method:

o

Cheque
D Credit Card D Direct Deposit
For internet payments, deposit into:
BSB: 013·442
Account No: 304729562

A) DOCUMENTATION REQUEST

o
o

Please send me a transfer of ownership document
Please send me a change of registered
operator document

Aircraft Type .............................................................................. .
Registration marks VH - .......................................................... .
Address to which documents are to be sent is:
Name ........................................................................................ .
Address ......................................................................................

State......................................................Postcode ...................... .

Forward to: GFA Airworthiness Secretary,
level 1/34 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062.
Email: <Airworthiness@sec.gfa.org.au>
Fax: 03 9303 7960
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US TOUR 2010
MY EXPERIENCE
Matthew Smith

I

joined the tour because my flying mentor
(Barry Oliver) had booked in and after
having a quick look it seemed like the tour
had a strong focus on pilot development
and not just floating around the skies.
Being a relatively new pilot (three years
and 250 hours) this really appealed as I
had found my development had stalled .

Pine Moun·
tain, Oregon,
strong desert
conditions
during the
day, amazing
glass off
nearly every
afternoon

Our motley crew stopping briefly at Crater lake

r

Flying at Mussel Rock San Francisco, pre·tour

After speaking with Brian Webb (for
over an hour), going through my skills
and capability, I was even more convinced
this trip would really help me jumpstart
my paragliding skills development again.
Now, having arrived back home and
looking back, I recognise a significant
leap in my skills. Brian uses some really
interesting coaching techniques to help

Abert Rim Oregon, over 760m high - what an amaz·
ing range! Usually flown in the later afternoon after
a day of Lake View flying

30 Soaring Australia

Woodrat, Oregon, amazingly beautiful town,
incredible scenery, great flying, very friendly locals

Pine is where I made my PB height of 12628ft

you take ownership and drive your development - it was the first time I'd been
exposed to this kind of approach and
for me it worked really well.
I originally started pretty hesitantly,
Landing at the local winery for my free glass of wine
flying conditions in the USA in July are
considered pretty full on . But with the
my learning and skills development.
Naturally, since I don't have the guru
group coaching I recognised the need
guidance on hand,
to 'man up' and decided
to 'go for it'.
it will be with a little
I certainly pushed to
more caution .
the boundaries of my skills
In summary, I can
and knowledge, but felt
recommend the US
very comfortable doing
tour to anyone who
so, knowing that I had the
really wants to refine
guidance of over 50 years
their paragliding skills,
of paragliding knowledge
but come prepared
in the group.
for pretty full on
Where to now? I'm
conditions and be
determined to no longer
ready to really open
'boat around the hill'
to the coaching.
Me and legendary Kari Castle
and continue to push
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Flying from Chelan to Cashmere, 50km, on Day 1

The legendary Chelan flats and the dozen dusties
typically seen

Golden, Colorado, post·tour close to the city,
very friendly locals
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Incredible views approaching base, Chelan, WA

Finally made the end of the valley, no further that way

Climbing out from launch and flying out towards
Denver city

Personally what I learnt in this fortnight would have taken me years to learn
on my own.
SOME OF THE STATS

On glide towards the end of the valley and goal!

Breakfast with Barry and checking conditions

Pretty much all members of our group
admitted that at one point they had to
push their comfort limits.
Don't come expecting to do anything
but fly, so you really need to have everything sorted, particularly your radio.
Really think through your daily routine
and refine it before you go. We had a

small focused group that kept to schedule
so things ran very smoothly ... well, except
for commun ications which always provide
a challenge.
(Note: If your looking for a more
relaxed tour, consider the Canadian
one which follows after the USA one.)

21 (18 on tour)
Total flights:
34 hours (26.4 on tour)
Airtime:
Days flown : 19 (13 days - one day blown out and
one day travelling, flew at least once
every other day)
Sites flown:
9 (7 on tour)
Max altitude
3850m (12 628ft)
Max gain from launch
2322m (7616ft)
Median flight time
just under two hours.
Max distance
69km
Median distance
21 km
Max airborne whi lst groundhandling on a flat oval
1.2m!
Maximum over ground speed
88.9km/h

The Company Which Produces High Quality Paragliding Wings And Equipment
Which Sets NEW World Standards!
OUR SPECIAL
for this seasonn-:
. - - - - - _. . . . .
till 31 May 2011. we give a fantast
up to 20% off of a sold wing. and 10% off
all rescue chute and harness equipment.

BLUE two - wing for
tandem flights ~ 20% off
RED (DHV 2) - a champion wing

GREEN (DHV 1) - the first DHV 1
with finesse over 8 ~ 20% off

for champions ~ 15% off
Dynamic has one name: BLACK (ACRO) ~ 10% off

BLUE (DHV 1-2) - wing for beginners
and advanced pilots ~ 15% off

ORANGE 51 - the lightest manageable rescue
system that can take up to 130kg of weight

BLUE M1 (DHV 1-2) - the ultra light
wing starts from 3.5kg ~ 20% off

GREY - is a perfect multi functional harness
for all body size and shapes

Make your new wing your own in choosing your own liked colour - visit our website!
Find out more details by visiting the AIRSPORT TEAM 5 Pty Ltd
website www.airsport-teamS.com.au or email <info@airsport-teamS.com.au>
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t8
What I Thought
I Knew, But Didn't
- First Aid
~

TRIP HI G HUG HTS
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

The incredible learning and paragliding skills development
The structured coaching Brian uses
to help me see what I need to do
and then hold myself accountable
Making goal on challenging tasks
Landing on the LZ less than 10%
of the time
Climbing in thermals without worrying about the Australian 10000ft limit
Being a windtech at the Chelan
comp - got the shirt and everything!
Meeting Kari Castle, the original
sky goddess
Flying an uncontrolled site in San
Francisco and meeting a really great
group of pilots
Getting high and really cold, nice
when your launching from the blazing
heat of a desert
Chasing the R10s on an XC task and
making it to goal
Going from 5mlsec up to 5.2mlsec
down in a heartbeat
The amazing site selection by Brian
and Conrad with god-like abilities
to pick the weather

MY TIPS
• Be prepared, particularly with comms.
Mine worked fine
because it was all my
normal gear, but other
struggled. Also carry
a spare hand microphone just in case

Golden, a long way from
launch and LZ, but there
is a bar below ...

• Be ready to go with
the flow as the tour is
about finding the best
location for the weather
- things are fluid

• Be open minded and
willing to take coaching on board and
you 'll have an incredible opportunity
to develop
• Drink lots of water, it's very easy
to dehydrate
In the outback USA Verizon rules.
Forget AT& T, unfortunately its COMA,
so Aussie phones won't work
• Share your meals - each one
is enough for two people
Huge thanks to Brian, Conrad, Pete
and Barry for sharing so much .
~
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Jeff Terry, Central Coast
Sky Surfers

IF YOU AIU ANYTHING

LIKE ME YOU PROBABLY
THINK THAT THE
FIRST AID COURSE
YOU DID 10, 20 OR
MAYBE 30 YEARS AGO
GAVE YOU ADEQl)ATE
SKIllS TO DEAL WITH
MOST SITUATION .
Javier Alvarez, Frank Warwick, Julie Terry and
Nir Esched doing their Senior First Aid Course

Y

OU might even think you have
the right procedure to carry
out CPR or treat a possible
spinal injury, but I as have just
learned during a two day first aid course
I was out touch with current, more appropriate practises.
The club that I am a member of is the
Central Coast Sky Surfers and last year
they investigated and engaged a local
first aid education company to provide
a group training session for our members.
I did not take up this opportunity due
to my arrogance and belief that I was
already the expert, possibly just like you.
However, the feedback the non-attending members received was very positive
and encouraging, with statements such
as, 'Did you that ... and you really should
do a first aid course.'
Well, the following year rolled around
and the opportunity to do a first aid
course presented itself again and even
though I didn't want to be bothered sitting through a two-day, eight hour first
aid course, I felt that as the club had
organised it, I should attend it.
The course was held over two consecutive weekday evenings and therefore

did not rob me of a weekend, which
I cherish to go fly, sailor do nothing .

The guys presenting the course were
both long servicing ambulance officers,
or, as they are now known, 'paramedics'
and used their practical experience to
give examples of the simple but effective
ways in which they treated most situations, that to the rest of us would seem
very complicated and serious.
These guys gave us all practical yet
simple tools to evaluate and manage a
range of emergency situation, including
minor and major injuries, cardiac problems, spinal injuries and snake bites, just
mention a few.
They were informative, reinforcing,
interesting and funny, but most importantly they were professional. I, along
with other members, found the course
to be an exceptionally important source
of information to evaluate and manage
an emergency, so as to minimise the damage, wh ilst ensuring the patients were
comfortable, reassured and monitored
for DRABCD .
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STEPS
Assess the scene-ensure safety for
yourself, the victim/s and others
Assess the casualty - check response
and vital signs
Assess what to do -get assistance,
provide treatment, undertake debrief
and self evaluation after event.
D. Danger to yourself and others.
R. Response of the injured person or
persons (conscious or unconscious)
A. Airway - check it is clear and open
B. Breathing - is the patient breathing

C. Compression - commence CPR
D. Defibrillation - call for a defibrillator
prior to or once CPR has commenced.
The statistic are that 7% of Australians
are trained in first aid, which is a bit scary
really when you consider that about one
in 12 people are going to know what to
do if you need help, 93 out of 100 people
will not know how to manage a first aid
emergency. When time is of the utmost
importance it is crazy to think that 12
people will need to observe you before
one of them can start to help.

When refering to 000 use 'triple
zero' and ensure you add the poisons
information number 131126 into your
phone, as quick management is vital.
This is a great opportunity for each
and every club in Australia to seek a
registered training organisation (RTO)
first aid company, negotiate a group
rate and seek funding from your state
association just as the cess did.
As a club, be it paragliding, hang
gliding, powered paragliding or microlights, I encourage you to apply to you
state association and get some benefits
from the fees by asking them to help
fund a first aid course .
The NSW State Association funded
50 % of our group first aid training and
I am sure you could do the same . This
generous support meant that the cost
of the course to club members and their
partners was reduced to $50 each .
Please don't let complacency and
arrogance get in the way of knowledge
and expose yourself to a first aid course.

PARAGLIDING
~

Info@paraglidingheadquarters.com

John Harriott performing CPR

HEADQUARTERS
a 0414332737

EQUIPMENT FOR PILOTS WHO KNOW WHAT THEY WANT

~

'!) Digifly

radlPnt
It.

3 • the latest generation of OHV1 designed for maximum safety
I+C:iollden 3 • a hard to improve EN "B" for recreational flying
• popular sport class EN "c" for a serious XC pilot
3 • a serious performance class EN "0" for an ambitious XC pilot
1 +1~IG'OIClen II • the latest in tandems for amateurs and professionals alike
available in 2 sizes and also in a light version

Demo Avax XC 3 28 available now!

A WHOLE RANGE OF INSTRUMENTS BY OIGIFLY:
Archimede • entry level
Archimede Plus· a lot of advanced features including baroraph
Carteslo Plus· flight computer with external GPS connection
Leonardo Plus· flight computer for recreational flying with Integrated GPS
Leonardo Pros· flight computer for competition flying with Integrated GPS
• completely new concept· the latest technology
• all instruments feature graphic altimeter (unique for Oigifly) and 3 year warranty
• the 8T version of flight computers feature Blue Booth connection
•
value for money
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Understanding Stress
Eric Novak - Reprinted with permission from the Directorate of Defence
Aviation and Air Force Safety (DDAAFS) - Back 2 Basics, Flying Safely

The signs, symptoms and effects
Modern life is full of many hassles, deadlines, frustrations, and demands. For many
people, stress is so commonplace that
it has become a way of life. Stress isn 't
always bad . In small doses it can help you
perform under pressure and motivate
you to do your best. But when you're constantly running in emergency mode, your
mind and body pay the price.
If you frequently find yourself frazzled
and overwhelmed, it's time to take action
to bring your nervous system back into
balance. You can protect yourself by learning how to recognise the signs and symptoms of stress and taking steps to reduce
its ha rmfu I effects.

What is stress?
The body's stress response.
When you perceive a threat, your
nervous system responds by releasing
a flood of stress hormones, including
adrenaline and cortisol. These hormones
rouse the body for emergency action .
Your heart pounds faster, muscles
tighten, blood pressure rises, breath
quickens and your senses become sharper.
These physical changes increase your
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strength and stamina, speed your reaction
time, and enhance your focus - preparing
you to either fight or flee from the
danger at hand.
Stress is a normal physical response
to events that make you feel threatened
or upset your balance in some way. When
you sense danger - whether it's real or
imagined - the body's defences kick into
high gear in a rapid, automatic process
known as the fight-or-flight reaction,
or the stress response .
The stress response is the body's way
of protecting you. When working properly, it helps you stay focused, energetic and
alert. In emergency situations, stress can
save your life - giving you extra strength
to defend yourself, for example, or spurring you to slam on the brakes to avoid
an accident.
The stress response also helps you rise
to meet challenges. Stress is what keeps
you on your toes during a presentation at
work, sharpens your concentration when
you're attempting the game-winning free
throw, or drives you to study for an exam
when you 'd rather be watching television .
But beyond a certain point, stress
stops being helpful and starts causing
major damage to your health, your mood,
your productivity, your relationships, and
your quality of life.
The situations and pressures that cause
stress are known as stressors. We usually
think of stressors as being negative, such
as an exhausting work schedule or a rocky
relationship .
However, anything that puts high
demands on you or forces you to adjust can
be stressful. This includes positive events
such as getting married, buying a house,
going to university, or receiving a promotion.
What causes stress depends, at least
in part, on your perception of it. Something that's stressful to you may not faze
someone else; they may even enjoy it.
For example, your morning commute
may make you anxious and tense because
you worry that traffic will make you late.
Others, however, may find the trip relaxing because they allow more than enough
time and enjoy listening to music while
they drive.

Common external causes of stress
•

major life changes;

•
•
•
•

work;
relationship difficulties;
financial problems;
being too busy;
children and family.

Common internal causes of stress
Not all stress is caused by external factors.
Stress can also be self-generated :
inability to accept uncertainty;
pessimism;
negative self-talk;
unrealistic expectations;
perfectionism;
lack of assertiveness.

What's stressful for you?
What's stressful for you may be quite
different from what's stressful to your
best friend, your spouse, or the person
next door. For example:
• Some people enjoy speaking in public;
others are terrified.
Some people are more productive
under deadline pressure; others are
miserably tense.
Some people are eager to help family
and friends through difficult times;
others find it very stressful.
• Some people feel comfortable
complaining about bad service in
a restaurant; others find it so difficult
to complain that they prefer to suffer
in silence.
• Some people may feel that changes
at work represent a welcome opportunity; others worry about whether
they'/I be able to cope [ehealthMD.com].

How much stress is too much?
Because of the widespread damage stress
can cause, it's important to know your
own limit. But just how much stress is
too much differs from person to person .
Some people roll with the punches, while
others crumble at the slightest obstacle
December 2010

or frustration . Some people even seem
to thrive on the excitement and challenge
of a high-stress lifestyle.
Your ability to tolerate stress depends
on many factors, including the quality
of your relationships, your general outlook on life, your emotional intelligence,
and genetics.

Things that influence your stresstolerance level
Your support network. A strong network
of supportive friends and family members
is an enormous buffer against life's
stresses. On the flip side, the more lonely
and isolated you are, the greater your
vulnerability to stress.
Your sense of control. If you have con fidence in yourself and your ability to
influence events and persevere through
challenges, it's easier to take stress in your
stride. People who are vulnerable to stress
tend to feel like things are out of
their control.
Your attitude and outlook . Stresshardy people have an optimistic attitude.
They tend to embrace challenges, have
a strong sense of humour, accept that
change is a part of life, and believe in
a higher power or purpose.
Your ability to deal with your emotions. You 're extremely vulnerable to
stress if you don't know how to calm and
soothe yourself when you're feeling sad,
angry, or afraid . The ability to bring your
emotions into balance helps you bounce
back from adversity.
Your knowledge and preparation.
The more you know about a stressful
situation, including how long it will last
and what to expect, the easier it is to
cope. For example, if you go into surgery
with a realistic picture of what to expect
post-op, a painful recovery will be less
traumatic than if you were expecting to
bounce back immediately.

Am I in control of stress or is stress
controlling me?
When I feel agitated, do I know how
to quickly calm and soothe myself?
Can I easily let go of my anger?
Can I turn to others at work to help
me calm down and feel better?
•
•
•

When I come home at night. do I walk
in the door feeling alert and relaxed?
Am I seldom distracted or moody?
Am I able to recognise upsets that
others seem to be experiencing?
Do I easily turn to friends or family
members for a calming influence?
When my energy is low, do I know
how to boost it?
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Effects of chronic stress
The body doesn't distinguish between
physical and psychological threats. When
you 're stressed over a busy schedule, an
argument with a friend, a traffic jam, or
a mountain of bills, your body reacts just
as strongly as if you were facing a lifeor-death situation . If you have a lot of
responsibilities and worries, your emergency stress response may be switched
to on most of the time. The more your
body's stress system is activated, the easier
it is to trip and the harder it is to shut off.
Long-term exposure to stress can lead
to serious health problems. Chronic stress
disrupts nearly every system in your body.
It can raise blood pressure, suppress the
immune system, increase the risk of heart
attack and stroke, contribute to infertility,
and speed up the aging process. Longterm stress can even rewire the brain,
leaving you more vulnerable to anxiety
and depression.
Many health problems are caused
or exacerbated by stress, including:

•

pain of any kind;
heart disease;
digestive problems;
sleep problems;
depression;
obesity;
autoimmune
diseases;

•

skin conditions,
such as eczema.

--- - ----...,.
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How do you respond to stress?
A driving analogy can be used to describe

the three most common ways people
respond when they 're overwhelmed
by stress:
Foot on the accelerator - an angry or
agitated stress response . You're heated,
keyed up, overly emotional, and unable
to sit still .
Foot on the brake - a withdrawn or
depressed stress response. You shut down,
space out, and show very little energy
or emotion.

Signs and symptoms
of stress overload
It's important to learn
how to recognise
when your stress levels
are out of control. The
most dangerous thing
about stress is how
easily it can creep up
on you . You get used
to it. It starts to feel
familiar - even normal.
You don't notice how
much it's affecti ng
you, even as it takes
a heavy toll . The signs
and symptoms of
stress overload can
be almost anything.
Stress affects the mind,
body, and behaviour
in many ways, and
everyone experiences
stress differently.

Australian Agent
for Davis Instruments.

ECOWATCH

Ask for your
FREE catalogue.

Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive
Kilsyth VIC 3137
Phone: (03) 9761 7040 Fax: (03) 9761 7050
email: <davis@ecowatch.com.au>
web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au]
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If you're experiencing any of the warning
signs of stress, it's important to see a
doctor for a full evaluation. Your doctor
can help you determine whether or not
your symptoms are stress-related.

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Cognitive Symptoms - emotional
symptoms
Physical Symptoms - behavioural
symptoms
Aches and pains
Diarrhea or constipation
Nausea, dizziness
Chest pain, rapid heartbeat
Loss of sex drive
Frequent colds
Eating more or less
Sleeping too much or too little
Isolating yourself from others
Procrastinating or neglecting
responsibilities
Using alcohol, cigarettes, or drugs
to relax
Nervous habits (for example,
nail biting, pacing)

Most people ignore their emotional
health until there's a problem. But just
as it requires time and energy to build or
maintain your physical health, so it is with
your emotional well-being. The more
you put in to it, the stronger it will be.
People with good emotional health have
an ability to bounce back from stress and
adversity. This ability is called resilience.
They remain focused, flexible, and positive in bad times as well as good. The
good news is that there are many steps
you can take to build your resilience and
your overall emotional health.
Keep in mind that the signs and
symptoms of stress can also be caused by
other psychological and medical problems.
36 Soaring Australia

_

21 to 26 November 2010
All welcome. Contact Beryl Hartley, email <arnie.
hartley@gmail.com> or phone 0407 459 581.

_

V

You may feel like the stress in your life is
out of your control, but you can always
control the way you respond. Managing
stress is all about taking charge - taking
charge of your thoughts, your emotions,
your schedule, your environment, and the
way you deal with problems. Stress management involves changing the stressful
situation when you can, changing your
reaction when you can't, taking care of yourself, and making time for rest and relaxation.

Narromine cup Week

V

Dealing with stress and its symptoms

Strengthen your relationships
Stress warning signs and symptoms

AUSTRALIA

While unchecked stress is undeniably damaging, there are many things you can do to
reduce its impact and cope with symptoms.

Learn how to manage stress

Foot on both - a tense and frozen
stress response. You freeze under
pressure and can't do anything. You look
paralysed, but under the surface you're
extremely agitated.
The following table lists some of the
common warning signs and symptoms of
stress. The more signs and symptoms you
notice in yourself, the closer you may be
to stress overload.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

NSW State Gliding
Championship

27 November to 4 December 2010
Practice day: 27th. Lake Keepit Soaring Club, NSW.
All classes including Club Class. For further information and entry form see [www.keepitsoaring.comj .

_

VGA Annual Rally

V

1 to 9 January 2011

Bordertown-Keith Gliding Club. It just keeps getting
better! Contact Ian Patching <patching@westnet.
com.au>. See websites [www.vintageglidersaustralia.
org.auj and [www.brookmanonline.comj.

A
"

Forbes Flatlands Sports
Class Championships

28 December 2010 to 1 January 2011

XC Seminar & Tuning Seminar
28 December 2010 to 1 January 2011

Record Flying or Aerotow
Endorsement Course
28 December 2010 to 1 January 2011

A strong support network is your greatest
protection against stress. When you have
trusted friends and family members you
know you can count on, life's pressures
don't seem as overwhelming. So spend
time with the people you love and don't
let your responsibilities keep you from
having a social life. If you don't have any
close relationships, or your relationships
are the source of your stress, make it
a priority to build stronger and more
satisfying connections.
Tips for reaching out and building
relationships:
• help someone else by volunteering;
• have lunch or coffee with a co-worker;
call or email an old friend;
• go for a walk with a workout buddy;
schedule a weekly dinner date;
• take a class or join a club.

2 January 2011 to 12 January 2011
Two separate competitions: The main Open Class
comp and a Sports Class comp to be held beforehand. The focus is an introduction to comp flying,
with in-depth weather and task briefing each morning. Gerolf Heinrichs will be Meet Director, chair the
morning briefing and also fly the task. In the evening we'll have social/BBQ/meal and de-brief of the
day's flights. Entry or tow fees have not been finalised yet. It depends on the budget I can put together
and how many pilots are interested. Please register
your interest at [www.moyes.com.au/Forbes2011j.
At the same time Curt Warren and Jonny Durand
will host a Cross-Country and Tuning seminar. As
well as the Sport Class competition and the CrossCountry seminar, towing will be available all day
for all pilots from 28 December to 2 January 2011 .
Come join us to practice for the Open Class comp or
obtain an aerotow endorsement or attempt record
flights with Attila Bertok or have your glider tuned
by Jonny Durand. You need to register your interest
for each category so we can be sure to have enough
Dragonflies available. Contact: Vicki Cain, Moyes
Delta Gliders, ph: 0293164644, [www.moyes.com.auj .

Learn how to relax

_

You can't completely eliminate stress from
your life, but you can control how much
it affects you. Relaxation techniques such
as yoga, meditation, and deep breathing
activate the body's relaxation response,
a state of restfulness that is the opposite
of the stress response.
When practiced regularly, these activities lead to a reduction in your everyday
stress levels and a boost in your feelings
of joy and serenity. They also increase
your ability to stay calm and collected
under pressure.
~

Forbes Flatlands HG Championship

V

WAGA State Gliding
Championship

4 to 14 January 2011
Hosted by the Beverley Soaring Society over 11 days.
Two practice days, Tuesday 4 and Wednesday 5 Jan;
nine competition days, Thursday 6 to Friday 14
Jan. Further information from Competition Director
Owen Jones at <joneso@iinet.net.au> .

A

Bogong Cup 2011

"
16 to 22 January 2011
Mt Beauty, VIC. Registration: 15 January. Entry fee:
$120. We'll be running two HG comps this season:
a Grand Prix and an Assigned Area Task event.
Each comp will be limited to 20 pilots. Full details
at [www.sacra.biz/bogongj . Contact Wesley Hill
on 0408 305943 or <wes.h ill@yahoo.com.au>.
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a

Corowa Classic 2011

~ 21 to 29 January 2011
20m seat Grand Prix style competition, hosted by
Australian Soaring Centre Corowa and Corowa City
Shire. A friendly competition designed to introduce
competitors to grand prix racing and an opportunity
to learn from the some of Europe's best pilots. Entry
fee $300 by 21 November 2010, late fee $350. Further information via [www.australian-soaring-corowa.
com/], email <f.bruinsma@mikefox.nl> or Peter
Summersby 0413 028737 <pjsum@bigpond.com> .

a

Women in Gliding Week

~ 23 to 29 January 2011
Benalla, VIC. Contacts: Louise (LLU) <iouise@asw19.
com>, ph: 0448 625022, 03 93299329 (outside office
hours please) or Rhonda, GCV Office Manager, during office hours <gliding@benalla.net.au>, ph: 03
57621058 (please leave message if not answered).

~ Manilla XC Camp 2011

•

24 January to 3 February 2011

Mt Borah, NSW. A FREE event for XC pilots of all
classes as there is no XC Open event this year. The
11 day XC Camp will provide online scoring and
some day and final prizes in various categories. The
event will attract many international and local pilots
seeking points for the worldwide OLC XC contest
and provide an excellent opportunity for new XC
pilots to watch and learn. Come for as many days
as you like and share the skies and stories as you
fly for distance each day. Designed to bring out a
pilots personal best there will be full day briefings
by Godfrey Wenness, camp fire discussion, live
music and alternate activities. Camping or cabins
at Mt Borah offer great value and now there is a
swimming pool to refesh in after a long Xc. Borah
Basher service will run as always. 2 retreive buses
are available for those without teams. Contact
Godfrey: <skygodfrey@aol.com> or see the website
[www.xcopen.org].

Horsham Week 2011
•

5 to 12 February 2011

Horsham aerodrome, VIC. Entries (maximum 40 gliders) will be accepted up to the first comp day, $100
fee. Visit [www.horshamweek.org.au] for official entry
form, turnpoints and local comp rules. Flarm is mandatory. To ensure your place, please email the Competition Director well beforehand indicating your intention to attend. Contact: David Cleland (03 93333638,
0417766208 or <cd@horshamweek.org.au >. The
comp will be preceded by the VSA Cross-Country Coaching Week featuring seminars, pre-flight briefings and
post-flight analyses and will now include two streams
for novice cross-country and advanced soaring pilots.
Coaching contacts: Ian Grant (0398771463,0418
271767 or <ian.grant.gliding@gmail.com> and
David Wilson (0407 825706 or <dwjcra@ozemail.
co.au >. We'd like to add some history of Horsham
Week Comps to the new permanent website for
all future comps. Please send material, especially
photos, to <webmaster@horshamweek.org.au>.
~

2011 Bright Paragliding Open

.

5 to 12 February 2011

The 2011 Open aims to focus on pilot development
and encouraging new and intermediate pilots to join
and improve their flying through learning from the
most experienced pilots in Australia through: daily
lectures from Australia's most experienced pilots
(Brian Webb, Craig Collings, Andrew Horchner and
others) on flying safely and with greater confidence;
a mentoring program pilots can sign up for; a
general focus to assist intermediate pilots to get the
most they can from each flying day. Competition
structure: two separate tasks each day, one 'AAP:
and one 'Serial' task. The AAA task will be set at the
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highest level for maximum ladder points. The Serial
task will be shorter, more easily achieved to improve
skills, get to goal or simply have fun. At registration,
pilots must choose between Serial or AAA task as
each will be scored separately and trophies awarded
according to each task. Both comps launch together
and tasks will be set in the same general area so
pilots from both groups will be flying together.
Register at [www.brightopen.org] . Enquiries to
<brightopen@gmail.com>.

a

Lake Keepit Regatta

~ 20 to 26 February 2011
Maximum of 30 gliders, on a first come basis;
limited on-site accommodation available. Entry
fee of $100 per aircraft. Further details [www.
keepitsoaring.com], <comps@keepitsoaring.com>
or phone Tim Carr on 0414 405544.

~ Ozone Corryong Open
& Australian Nationals
26 February to 5 March 2011

W

Corryong, VIC. CAT2/AAA sanction. Organiser: Peter
Bowyer 0412 486114 or <fly@corryongopen.com.
au>. Website: [www.corryongopen .com.au].

A

~ Wylie Classic

"

•

27 February to 5 March 2011

A fun cross-country competition for pilots of all
ratings held at Wyalkatchem in Western Australia.
Practice day and registration on Saturday 26
February. Enquiries to Richard Breyley 0417 986
896, <richard.breyley@matsa.com.au>. Web: [WWw.
goldfieldsdustdevils.com/2011-wa-comps.html].

•

Victorian State
Gliding Competition

6 to 13 March 2011
Ararat Airfield, VIC. Maximum 40 entries. Further
information in a future Soaring Australia and on the
VSA website [home.vicnet.net.au/-vicsoari/events/
events.htm] . Contact Maurice Little on 03 93510964.

A

~ Women With Wings II

" . 7 to 11 March 2011
Bright, VIC. Skills Clinic. Registration: Sunday
6 March. Full-time HG & PG instructors and
mentors, XC flying in the Ovens and Kiewa Valleys,
workshops, prizes, presentation dinner and LOTS
more. For HG & PG women of all skill levels. Pilots
whose memberships have lapsed will have the
opportunity to recertify. More details to come! Ph:
Helen 0427 656545 or <hmckerral@adam.com.au> .

a

Australian Qualifying Grand Prix
~ 20 to 26 March 2011
Boonah, OLD. Further details at [www.glidinggrand
prix2010.com.au].

a

GQ Easter Competition 2011

~ 22 to 30 April

2011

Hosted by the Caboolture Gliding Club at Dalby, this
traditional event caters for Sports and Club Class
entries in a friend ly comp for pilots at all levels.
Entry fee is $250 until March 22, then $300 for late
starters. Details, including expressions of interest
and entry forms, at [www.glidingcaboolture.org.au/
Easterll] .

~ Paragliding State of Origin
-

Easter. 22 to 24 April 2011

Mt Borah, NSW. A great way to get into comp and
XC flying in a fun and safe way. The comp is based
on flying five pilot teams: one adv, two nov pilots
and two other pilots, so get your crew together.
Handicapping is used for scoring. C-grade (pending).
Reserve, UHF radio and at least three hours XC are
required. XC course recommended . Comp fee $20.
Register at Oz Comps. Contact: James Thompson
on 02 49468680 or <jamesflys@gmail.com>, [www.
hunterskysailors.org.au/soo] for info and pilot pack.

~ NZ vs Australia PPG
-

Championship

Easter. 22 to 25 April 2011
This comp alternates yearly between Australia and NZ.
Trophies: Best NZ and Best Australian Pilot. The winning country takes home the Anzac trophy. The
comp will also serve as the National Championships
for each country. Information: [www.ppgaustralia.
com/AussieVKiwi/AusCV_NZ_PPG.htm] . Only members of the NZHGPA & HGFAlPICO may compete in
sanctioned events. Tasks: foot drag, cloverleaf, slow/
fast, take-off, power off landing, power on touch &
go landing, kite war, bomb drop, ball scoop & drop,
beam walk, efficiency, economy race. Contact: Brett
Coupland 0409 162616.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •
OVERSEAS

International events can be
found at [http://events.fai.orgl).

Explorer LO
Why compromise?
Locally made, supported
and priced.
Improvements for safety,
comfort and simplicity.

A range of opt ions for
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Open up new flying
opportunities.
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YEEHAH TEEWAH!
Helen McKerral

GEOFF AND I HAD A WONDERFUL FOUR WEEK FLYING HOLIDAY THIS CHRISTMAS JUST GONE .
WE VISITED Q1lITE A FEW SITES iN NSW AND Q!)EENSLAND, AS WELL AS INLAND VICTORIA.
WE WERE BLESSED WITH LOTS OF FABULOUS FLYING DAYS , SO MANY THAT THE BIKES AND
SIT- ON -TOP KAYAK SULKED TN THE CAR FORMUCH OF THE TRIP!

O

e of the most stunning sites we flew
was Teewah Beach . We'd visited
a few years previously, but the
winds weren't cooperating then our timing was much better this time .
Teewah is a 40km long dune/beach
SE coastal site, immediately south of its
famed NE neighbour, Rainbow Beach . A
rocky point separates the two sites. You
need a grunty 4WD to get around the
corner at low tide. Our Mazda Bravo is a
bit middle of the range and we decided
against trying . Not that it mattered, as it
turned out we were too busy flying!

Landing at our campsite

LOCAL CONSIDERATIONS
The entire area is a National park and
extremely sensitive and it's really important that everyone does the right thing
before flying either site, including con tacting the local Sunshine Coast HG Club
(contacts are listed in Soaring Australia
and on the HGFA website under 'Clubs').
A handy tip for a flying holiday in Oz,
is to tuck the latest copy of Soaring
Australia with its local club listings into
the car for contacts for wherever you
happen to be.
David Cookman is the local HG
instructor, who teaches via towing off
Teewah, as well as at Rainbow. For paragliders there's Jean-Luc Lejaille or club
President Geoff Cole. Visitor membership
is only a few bucks and you will be getting your money's worth! Most importantly, by getting the local info you won 't
stuff up this wonderful site for the locals.
Everyone was really helpful and welcoming . Cookie even went as far as giving us
weather reports for the days when he was
working, " Looks like another cracker,"
he told us glumly.

GETTING TO THE SITE
Geoff and I had flown Rainbow a few
years earlier. Although Carlo Sand blow
is top-Iandable, when we flew there, the
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Teewah beach

No chance of running into the water even in nil wind

number of student paragliders made it
impractical and too busy to have multiple
flights or touch and goes.
Teewah on the other hand, can be
launched via tow on the beach if Cookie
is teaching, or via a sweaty 10-minute
carry-up some steps and along a path
to the ramp. The ramp isn't suitable for
paragliders and when Geoff and I were
there on weekdays we had 40km of sky to
ourselves (well, us and the White-bellied
sea eagles, Brahminy kites and Ospreys) .
After Cookie weather advice of 'promising' and decided it'd be worth camping for a few days to see what happened.
You need a park permit and it was about
$10 a night to bush camp . You go across
on the ferry, then onto the beach ... with
its 80km/h speed limit! This is not as crazy
as it sounds - the beach is as wide as a
highway at low tide.
You need a 4WD not just for the beach
itself, but for the access points, many of

which were blocked by low clearance
4WDs driven by teenagers or inexperienced city folk, bogged in the deep sand .
We bought a compressor for this trip so
we could deflate and reinflate the tires
and had no problems whatsoever.
It was quite funny listening to the
crusty fishermen waiting to get on (or
off) the beach : " Yaaarrr, that chap in the
ute decided to stop halfway up and take
a bloody photof" "Darn kids come up
at about 5km/h and wonder why they
stopped, eh?" We helped push out two
bogged vehicles at two access routes,
but there were more cars bogged beyond
that! So we drove onwards and found the
best (ie, clearest) access route : the third
most southerly one . Finally, we were on
the beach .
It's essential to be aware of the tide
times here and plan your drive - there's a
spectacular gallery of pain in the Rainbow
Beach shop with literally hundreds of
December 2010
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The view over the back

Chasing Geoff down the beach

4WDs come to grief, crushed on rocks,
canting and filled with seawater or halfburied in sand . National Parks hand you a
weather and tide forecast when you buy
your permit, so really, there's no excuse!
Camping is permitted on the Teewah
foredune under the trees along certain
sections, which I presume are rotated to
spell them. While we were there, camping
was prohibited for the first 15km, then
allowed for about 10km and then prohibited for the remainder. Little tracks
allow you to drive up off the beach .
Portapotties are recommended. Someone
drives past each day with ice, water and
a few other basics for sale. There's phone
reception on the beach, at least NextG.

FLYING TEEWAH
The ramp is at the southern end of the
beach at about 100ft, but the dunes
increase to about 300ft and up to 450ft
further north.
The dunes kick up higher a little
further north. Further south, they drop
away too low for conventional soaring
(maybe good for dunegooning). However,
the front 100ft tree-covered dune is a
perfect shape and the beach slopes gently
upwards, making for excellent lift in even
extremely light conditions.
Geoff and I got there early after
checking weather conditions with Cookie.
He explained the maximum cross the
ramp would take, and also that it gets
very rotory when conditions freshen .
There's really only room to set up one
glider at a time on the ramp itself. Having
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a helper is useful so you can set up flat
and don't need to turn the wing in a
tight space. The rails lift up and you lean
them up against the back. Cookie asked
us to remember to put them back at the
end of the day.
Strong winds weren't a problem for
us - it was extremely light, maybe eight
knots, no wind lines, let alone white
caps in sight. We sat on the ramp for
an hour or two and the wind increased
incrementally. Direction was bang-on .
Geoff thought it was flyable, I was
doubtful, but we decided to give it a
go in the 'big' wing, on which I'm light.
We carried up, set up and I launched.
It was touch and go for a moment,
but then I reached the higher, steeper
section and Zoom, up I went - awesome I
Views of the lakes over the back, rainforest below (many areas burnt by one
irresponsible camper), that swell of cicada
song, stingrays in the water - great stuff.
It was wonderful just flying on and
on past what the eye can see in the hazy
sea air.
The first day I went about 15km, then,
remembering Geoff waiting at the ramp
for his turn, I came back and landed
below the ramp.
It had freshened a bit by the time
we'd set up for the second time and
Geoff went straight up. We'd agreed that
I'd follow/precede him up the beach in
the car and find a camp spot some 30km
away, where he'd then land.
The next day was lightish again,
perhaps a few knots more, but significantly more cross. It'd be tricky. We 'd
carried up both gliders and it was Geoff's
turn to go first in the big one. It was
a little yawy on the ramp and a hand
behind the sidewire was helpful. Geoff
did a great launch and disappeared
around the corner, as I began setting up
the Falcon. I looked up a few times, but
couldn't spot him, although the ramp
location means that you are out of sight
unless the pilot is very high. I finished
setting up with the glider flat and there

was Geoff walking back along the beach .
He came up to help me launch.
The wind had straightened up a
fraction, but was still very tail for that
first pass. Conditions weren't as smooth
as the day before, so I needed a bit of
extra speed over the trees and I maintained and then slowly climbed . Phew!
I headed down and flew 35km down the
beach, then all the way back again. It
was awesome. The views, the birdlife,
the balmy air, the sweet lift - just fantastic. I love cross-country flying, but
coastal flying like this is a gift of its own .
I hit a few tricky gaps to cross at
the northern end, and I stopped before
crossing the biggest one - I didn't want
to drop out with Geoff no doubt waiting
for another go back at the ramp! Besides,
after a couple of hours in the training
harness, my back was begging for respite.
I landed back at the bottom of the ramp,
totally buggered.
Geoff was as restrained as possible,
but he was chomping at the bit, so after
a drink and rest, we carried up the big
wing and set up for him to have another
crack. This time, off he went - no worries.
The next day was on yet again, but
we were both so tired from the previous
day (the flying, plus the unfamiliar humidity) that we decided to head south.
Teewah is a banner site, the equal of
iconic sites like Stanwell and Eaglehawk,
and the flights I had there were diamond
keepers, the sort I remember forever.

Bush camping
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Contact Addresses
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GFA

Australian Gliding Museum
2 Bicton St, Mt Waverley VIC 3149,
03 98021098.
Gliding Queensland
C/- Treasurer, 67 Glenora St, Wynnum QLD
41 78, 07 38348311, 041 7 762621.
NSW Gliding Association
The Secretary, 44 Yanko Ave, Wentworth
Falls NSW 2782, 02 68892733, 02
68891250, Trs: 0407 459581.
South Australian Gliding Association
PO Box 65, Millicent SA 5280, 08 8733421,
0427 977218.
Victorian Soaring Association
41139 Roberts St, Essendon VIC 3040,
03 83835340, 03 93355364.
Vintage Gliders Australia
22 Eyre St, Balwyn VIC 3103,0398175362.
WA Gliding Association Inc.
59 Wellington Pde, Yokine WA 6060,
0893282511,0894449505.
NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA)
327 (Gliding) Flight, Australia
C/- RSheehan, 176 Macquarie Grove Rd, Camden
NSW 2570, 0427 977127, 02 46553171.
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795,
02 63371180 (weekend), 0427 470001.
Byron Gliding Club Incorporated
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481,
0266847627.
Canberra Gliding Club
GPO Box 1130, Canberra ACT 2601,
02 64523994, 0428 523994.
Central Coast Soaring Club
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250,
0243639111,0243844074,0412844074.
Cudgegong Soaring Pty ltd
C/- Matthews Folbigg, Level 7, 10-4 Smith
St, Parramatta NSW 2150, 02 96357966,
02 96357966.
Grafton Gliding Club
16 Fuller St, Mullaway NSW 2456,
0266541638,0403088551.
Hunter Valley Gliding Club Co-op ltd
PO Box 794, Singleton NSW 2330.
lake Keepit Soaring Club
234 Keepit Dam Rd, Lake Keepit NSW 2340,
0267697514.
leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705, 02 69533825.
Narromine Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
0268892733,0418270182.
Orana Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
0268897373,0418270182.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base, Richmond NSW 2755,
0245873214.
RAAF Williamtown Gliding Club
C/o Mr G R Lee, 10 Federation Dr, Medowie
NSW 2318, 02 49829334.
Scout Association NSW Gliding
C/- Bob G Balfour, 80 Malvern St, Panania
NSW 2213, 02 96951100.
Soar Narromine Pty ltd
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821,
0268891856,0419992396.

Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570,
0246558882,0417705997 (emergency).
Southern Tablelands Gliding Club
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan NSW 2620,
02 62973504.
South West Slope Soaring Pll
181 Fishers La, Bendick Murrell NSW 2803,
0488531216.
Sydney Gliding Incorporated
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570, 0412145144.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666, 02 69772733.
Gliding Queensland
2 Wing AAFC School of Aviation Inc.
201 Squadron Air Force Cadets, PO Box 647
Archerfield QLD 4108, 07 38791980, 0415
150965.
Barambah District Gliding Club
2 Yellow Gully Rd, Wolvi QLD 4570,
0754867247,0412719797.
Boonah Gliding Club Incorporated
164 Depot Rd, Boonah QLD 4310,
0754632630,0408016164.
Bundaberg Gliding Incorporated
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670,
0741579558,0417071157.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510,
0418713903.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700,
0749331178.
Darling Downs Soaring Club
Levell, 1 Swann Rd, Taringa QLD 4068,
0746637140,0409507847.
Gympie Gliding Club
PO Box 722, Cooroy QLD 4563, 07 54835380.
Kingaroy Soaring Club
PO Box 91, Kingaroy QLD 4610, 07 41622191,
0438 179163.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, 07 49973265,
0428360144.
North Queensland Soaring Centre
PO Box 3835, Hermit Park QLD 4812 .
Pacific Soaring
PO Box 259, Caboolture QLD 4510,
07 54994997, 07 54994805.
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring
PO Box 144, Warwick QLD 4370, 07 38348311.
SA Gliding Association (SAGA)
Adelaide Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, 08 85221877.
Adelaide Uni Gliding Club Incorporated
Adelaide Uni Sports Assoc, The University of
Adelaide SA 5005, 08 88262203, 0412 870963.
Air Cadet Gliding Club
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108,
0883805137,0429805137.
Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 0871,
0889526384,0417530345.
Australian Junior Gliding Club
67 A Balfour St, Nailsworth SA 5083,
0417421650.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461,0888645062.
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GFA MEMBERSHIP FEES 2010 · 2011

Membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Normal
$225
$230
$232
$230
$230

Family
$183
$188
$190
$188
$188

Student membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Full
$136
$141
$143
$141
$141

Family
$94
$99
$101
$99
$99
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Short-term membership: 1 Month' 3 Month'
QueenslandNictoria
$62
$79
New South Wales
$67
$84
South Australia
$74
$91
Western Australia
$72
$89
'Note: Once only purchase to Australian residents,
thereafter 12 months membership to be purchased.
International postage for Soaring Australia
to be added to membership fees:
Zone
1
2
3
4
5

Country
New Zealand
Singapore
Japan, Hong Kong, India
USA, Canada, Middle East
UK, Europe, South
America, South Africa

Price
$51
$51
$51
$74
574
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Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro SA 5356,
0885640240,0488841373.
Bordertown Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268,
0887521321,0409693027 .
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280,
0887333421,0427 977218.
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1509, Victor Harbor SA 5211,
08 85543543, 0409 677677.
Northern Australian Gliding Club
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 0821,
0889412512.
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341,
0885951422, 0417 890215.
Scout Gliding Club
22 Burford Crescent, Redwood Park SA
5097,0882895085,0418815618.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 85412644.
Whyalla Gliding Club
PO Box 556, Whyalla SA 5600,
0886452619,0413127825.
Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689.
Beaufort Gliding Club
41 Ruby St, Essendon VIC 3040,
0431 702175.
Bendigo Gliding Club
PO Box 846, Bendigo VIC 3550, 03 54423459.
Bothwell Gliding Club
PO Box 288, Sandy Bay TAS 7005, 03 62267615.
Corangamite Soaring Club
Kurweeton, Kurweeton Rd, Derrinallum
VIC 3325, 03 55939277.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340,
0393385925,0409212527.
Gliding Club Of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3671, 03 57621058,
0429 950580.
Grampians Soaring Club
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 03 53525710,
0417514438.
Horsham Flying Club
PO Box 158, Horsham VIC 3402, 03 53823491,
0427315845.
latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840,
0351221081,0407839238.
Mangalore Gliding Club
PO Box 208 Nagambie VIC 3608,
03 57985512,0428635717.
Melbourne Motor Gliding Club
PO Box 278, Dingley Village VIC 3172,
0418511557.
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
Box 486, Mt Beauty VIC 3699,
0260591417,0402075131.
Murray Valley Soaring Club ltd
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646, 02 60335036,
0400244578.
Soaring Club Of Tasmania
34 Clinton Rd, Geilston Bay TAS 7015,
03 62437508.
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953, 0437 454986.
Southern Riverina Gliding Club
PO Box 32, Tocumwal, NSW 2714,
0358743052,0358742914.
SportAviation Pty Ltd
Gate 10, Babingtons Rd, Tocumwal Airport,
Tocumwal NSW 2714, 0358742734,
0427 534122 .
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500,
03 50257335, 0448 293927.
Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah VIC 3594, 03 50376688.
Tumbarumba Gliding Club
C/- Judds Engineering PIL, PO Box 5283,
Wagga NSW 2650, 02 69251642, 0428 251642.
VMFG
GPO Box 1096, Melbourne VIC 3001,
0402281928 or 03 98486473 (h).

Wagga Wagga Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 613, Wagga Marketplace, Wagga
Wagga NSW 2650, 0427 205624.
WA Gliding Association (WAGA)
716 Flight Australia Air Force Cadets
7 Wing HQ, RAAF Base Pearce Bullsbrook
WA 6084, 08 95717800.
Beverley Soaring Society
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304,
08 94595719, 0437 377744.
Gliding Club of Western Australia
PO Box 6231, East Perth WA 6892,
08 92212164, 0417 992806 (weekends).
Morawa Gliding Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, 08 99723022.
Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312,
0898811795 (weekends), 0407 088314.
Stirlings Gliding Club
C/- Peter Hardy-Atkins, 8 Parker St, Lockyer,
Albany WA 6330, 08 98428816, 0408 842616.

• • • • • • • • • •
HGFA

All correspondence, including changes
of address, membership renewals, short
term memberships, rating forms and
other administrative matters should
be sent to:
HGFA National Office
4a-60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, ph: 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177,
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au).
HGFA Operations Manager
Interim: John Twomey 0419 357195
<lreasurer@hgfa.asn.au>, 108 Osborne St,
Williamtown VIC 3016.
Information about site ratings, sites and
other local matters, contact the appropriate
State associations, region or club.
Board Members 2008 to 2010
Pres: Alex Jones 08 97344531 <President
@hgfa.asn.au>, 34 McAvoy Rd, Allanson
WA 6225.
V-Pres: Rob Woodward 0408 808436
<Vice.President@hgfa.asn.au>, 38 Addison
Rd, Black Forest SA 5035.
Sec: Martin Halford 0434 427500
<Secretary@hgfa.asn.au>.
Board Members:
Chris Drake 0466 005967 <chris.drake@
hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box 988, Noosa QLD 4567.
Benn Kovco
Greg Lowry
Lee Patterson
Brian Webb
States, Regions
& Special Interest Groups
ACTHPA
LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT 0200;
[www.acthpa.org). Pres: Matthew Smith
<matt.taet@gmail.com> 0402 905554;
V-Pres: Nic Wei bourn <nic@corinbank.
com> 0422 783763; Trs: Kristina Smith
<kdsmith71@gmail.com> 0407 905554;
Sec: Nic Siefken <Nicolas.5iefken@ausport.
gov.au> 0418 421683; Committee: Miguel
Cruz <pyro_gest@hotmail.com> 0432
987819, Andrew Luton <andrewluton@
hotmail.com> 0404254922; Public Officer:
Barry Oliver <Barry.Oliver@anu.edu.au>
0407 825819; Meetings: 1stThu/month
7.30pm Yamba Sports Club.
Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936
<hgawa@hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South
<ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres:
Alex Jones <aa.jones@bigpond.net.au>;
Trs: Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au >;
Sec: Mirek Generowicz <mgenerow@
optusnet.com.au>; Trs: Colin Brown 0407
700378, <cobrown@bigpond.com>.
NSW HG and PG Association
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261,
[www.nswhpa.org). Pres: Bruce Wynne
0417467695, <bwynne@bigpond.net.au>;
V-Pres: Nir Eshed 0423 422494, <vice-presi
dent@nswhpa.org>; Sec: Paul Cox 0421
072897, <coxy@ccparagliding.com.au>;
Trs: Graeme Cran 0414668424, <gicran@
gmail.com>.
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North Queensland HG Association
PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881 . Pres: Bob Hayes
041 B 963796 d lying@cairnshangglidingclub.
org>; V-Pres: Daniel Keech <dkeechl @hotmail.
com>; Secffrs: Tracey Hayes. PO Box 60B,
Kuranda QLD 4B81 , 0418 %37% <info@
azurephotography.com>.
Queensland HG Association
Pres: Greg Hol lands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra
QLD 4275 07 3B448566.
South Australian HG/PG/ML Association
SAHGA Inc, dO PO Box 6260, Hallifax St,
Adelaide SA. All email: <sahga.exec@gmail.
com>. Pres: Stuart McClure 0428 100796;
Secffrs: Rob Woodward 0408 808436.
Tasmanian HG & PG Association
[www.thpa.org.au] . Pres: Stephen Clark 0419
997550, <stephenmclark@iprimus.com.au>;
V-Pres: Pete Steane 0407887310, <psteane@
vtown.com.au>; Secffrs: Simon Allen 0438
086322, <simon.allen@csiro.au>. Northern
TAS info: Richard Long (Burnie PG pi lot), 0438
593998, <northern@thpa.net>.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au]. Pres: Phil Campbell 0438 428569
<campbell.p@giant.net.au>; Sec: Nick Abicare
0418104506 <nick.abicare@gm.com>;Trs:
Stephen Leake 0409 553401 <sleak75@
gmail.com>; 50: Kevin Grosser 0419 022225
<litespeedrs4@gmail.com>; Sites: Mark
Pike 0408 801356 <mark.pike@baesystems.
com>; Committee: Hugh Alexander 0417
355578 <hughbert.skypig@hotmail.com>, Jan
Bennewitz 0423 139923 <Jan.Bennewitz@
gmail.com>, Tony Hughes 0417 379847
<thughes@gordontafe.edu .au>, Anthony
Meechan 0407 163796 <meeks65@yahoo.
com.au>.
Th e Pico Club (National Paramotor Club)
Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616; V-Pres:
Rob Van Riswick 0428 290462; Sec: Grant
Cassar 0416 269894 <grantcassar@iinet.net.
au>, 59 Empress Terrace Bardon QLD 4065;
Trs: Chris Drake 0414 505452 .
NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[www.bmhgc.org.au] . Pres: Kacper Jankowski
<KJankowski@ccia.unsw.edu.au>; V-Pres:
Gregor Forbes 0421 376680 dorbesy@vi rgin
broadband.com.au>; Sec: Alexander Drew 0423
696677 <revantOl @yahoo.com.au>;Trs: Allan
Bush (HG 550) <bethandallan@bigpond.com>,
0407 814524; Comps: Mark Stewart (PG 50)
<artik_mark@yahoo.com.au>, 0421 596345,
Comp: 2nd and last Sunday of each month.
Meetings: Contact committee.
Central Coast Sky Surfers
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: Glen McFarlane 0414 451050 <glenbuilt@bigpond.com>;
V-Pres: JeffTerry 0416 291545 <jeff@survival
solutions.com.au>; Sec: Julie Terry 0411 567825,
<julie@survivalsolutions.com.au>; Trs: Paul Cox
0417355897, <coxy@ccparagliding.com.au>,
SSOs: Paul Cox 0417 355897, Javier Alvarez
0418 116681 . Meetings: 1st Thu/month,
7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486, drent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428813746,
<peter.dall@casa.com .au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; 550 : Peter Dall 0428 813746.
Hunter Skysailors Paragliding Club
Pres: Bob Lane 0422744285, <boblane.55@
hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Brent Leggett 0408
826455, <brent@flashme.co.au>; Sec: Albert
Hart 0421647013, <albert.hart@bigpond.
com>. Meetings: Last Tue/month, 7pm,
Hexham Bowling Club.
IIlawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcutil@
bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; 550: Ti[T1
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.
Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
Porter 0415920444 <MichaeI.Porter@jllrid.
com.au>; V-Pres: James Ryrie 02 61610225
<James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Mourant
0248464144 <lully@ispdr.net.au>.
Manilla SkySaiiors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG) : Godfrey Wen ness
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02 67856545, <skygodfrey@aol.com>, V-Pres:
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.com>,
Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmail.com>, 550
(HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484 <patrick.
lenders@gmail.com>, 550 (WM): Willi Ewig
0267697771 <skyranch@gmx.net>.
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597; 550 : Lee
Scott 0429 844961.
Newcastl e Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; [www.
nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dawson Brown 0429
675475 <dawson@bmhgc.org.au>; V-Pres:
Gary Herman 0401 772289 <garyherman@
aapt.net.au>; Sec: Don Bremner 0421
346997, <dmbremner@optusnet.com>; Trs:
Allan McMillan 0400 637070 <adm@idl.
com.au>; 50s: Coastal- Tony Barton 0412
607815, Inland - Scott Barrett 0425 847208,
John O'Donohue 02 49549084, PG - James
Thompson 02 49468680; Newsletter: David
Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@nhgc.asn.au>.
Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm South
Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net]. Pres: Jan Smith 0438 876926
<jansmith.cloudnine@gmail.com>;V- Pres:
Brian Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@
optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Marco Veronesi 0405
151515 <Iucky_mpv@yahoo.com.au>; Trs:
Paul Gray 0407 738658 <mystralmagic@
gmail.com.au>; PR: Cedar Anderson 0429
070380 <cedaranderson@gmail.com>; Sites:
Peter Wagner 0431 120942, Col Rushton
0428751379 <colin.rushton@bigpond.
com>; 550 (PG): Lindsay Wooten 0427 210993
<lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>; 550 (HG):
Andrew Polidano 0428 666843 <andrew@
poliglide.com>. Meetings: 2nd Wed/month,
7pm, Byron Services Club.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres:
Chris Clements 0414 777853 <president@fly
stanwell.com>; V-Pres: Tony Sandeberg 0413
593054 <vice-president@flystanwel l.com>;
Sec: Jorj Lowrey 0400 937234 <secretary@fly
stanwell.com>; Trs: Peter Ffrench 0403 076149
<treasurer@flystanwell.com>; M/ship: Nir Eshed
0423422494 <nir@flystanwell.com>; 550: Mark
Mitsos 0408 864083, <SSO@flystanwell.com>.
Sydney Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Dean Tooker <capebanks@unwired.com.
au>; V-Pres: Brett O'Neil <b0307@westnet.
com.au>; Trs: John Selby 02 93447932 <john
selby@idx.com.au>; Sec: Bruce Wynne 0417
467695 <bwynne@bigpond.net.au> or <sydney
hangglidingclub@y7mail.com>; DevlTrain:
Owen Wormald 02 94667963 <owen
wormald@nab.com .au>; 50: Bruce Wynne,
Doug Sole; 550: Ken Stothard . Meetings: 3rd
Wed/month, 7:30pm Botany RSL, Botany.
Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103. Pres:
Peter Rundle <sf27mz@gmail.com>;
V-Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616,
<nbf@whirlwind .com.au>; Sec: Kirsten Seeto
0405 887857 <k_seeto@hotmail.com>; Social
Sec: Shanta Wallace 0416 938227 <shanta@
noworries-hg.com>; Committee: Graeme Cran
<crannie@ccparagliding.com.au>, Sandy
Thomson <sandy thomson 1@bigpond.com >,
Jeff Woodhall <jeff@erratic-demon.co.ub.
NORTHERN TERRITORY
Alice Springs HG and PG Club
Pres: Ricky Jones 0406 098354, <redcentre
paragliding@yahoo.com>, contact for paramotoring, PG ridge soaring and thermal flying.
QUEENSLAND
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com .au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254,
<crezzi@lineone.net>; 50: Graham Roberts
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 6468, Cairns QLD 4870. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <rohayes@optusnet.com.
au>; V-Pres/50: Brett Collier 0431 151150
<brettcollier@bigpond .com>; Sec: Lance
Keough, 31 Holm St, Atherton QLD 4883,
07 40912117; Trs: Nev Akers 07 40532586.
Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au] . Pres: Phil Mcintyre <president@chgc.

ALL CLUBS PLEASE CHECK DETAILS IN THIS SECTION CAREFULLY
Could all Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details of their Executive
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attention is directed to the listing of
SSOs and 50s for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior 50s and 50s confirm
ALL 550 and 50 appointments with the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that
those holding these appointments have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive
notices and correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to be
endorsed by Clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if confirmation
is not received, those listed in the Database where no current forms or confirmation is held,
the appointment will be taken as having expired.
General Manager, HGFA
asn.au >; V-Pres: Lee Patterson <vicepresident
@chgc.asn.au>; Sec: Mark Kropp <secretary@
chgc.asn .au>; Trs: Brandon O'Donnell
<treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Ed: Cameron
McNeill 0419 706326; Gen-Exec: Greg
Hollands <gem@chgc.asn.au>; 550 PG :Phii
Hystek 07 55434000 (h), 0418155317 <sso
@chgc.asn.au>; 550 HG: Lee Patterson
0417025732 <sso@chgc.asn.au>.
Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
'The Lagoons' Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec:
James Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.
edu.au>; Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699,
<jawI2 @bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall
0427 177237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.
telstra.com>; 550: Bob Pizzey 0439740187,
0749387607. Towing Biloela : Paul Barry
07 49922865, <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.
Conondale Cross-Country Club
[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Denis
Davis 0428 130375; V-Pres: Paul Underwood
0407 177793; Sec: Andrew Dobinson
<andrewdobinson@gmail.com>; Trs: Steve
Stocker 0411 226733 .
Dalby Hang Gliding Club
17 Mizzen St, Manly West QLD 4179. Pres:
Daron 'Boot' Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@
aclad.com.au>; Secffrs: Annie Crerar 0418
711821, <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; 550:
Jason·'Yoda' Reid 0424 293922, <jasonr@
gleda.com.au>.
Fly Killarney Inc.
Pres/SSO: Lindsay Wootten 0427 210993,
<l indsaywootten@bigpond.com>;V-Pres:
Alistair Gibb 0414 577232, <11thhour@iinet.
net.au>; Secffrs: Sonya Fardell 0415 156256,
<s.fardell@uq.edu .au>.
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227. Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 0754554661; V-Pres
& 550 (HG): David Cookman 0427 498753;
V-Pres (PG): Tex Beck 0407 238017; Trs:
Gary Allen 0417 756878; Sec: Chris Ferreira
0420980572 <kcplans@hotmail.com>; (HG):
David Cookman 0427 498573, 07 54498573;
550 (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille 0418 754157,
07 54863048.
Wicked Wings Club
Pres: Peter Schwenderling 0427 461347
<swendol @bigpond.net.au>;Trs: Craig Dunn
<craigrdunn@y7mail.com>, Sec: Sonya Fardell
0415 156256, <s.fardell@uq.edu .au> Sonya
Fardell, 260 Postman's Ridge Rd, Helidon Spa
QLD 4344.
Whitsundays HG Club
Secffrs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
0749555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.
TASMANIA (see States & Regions)
VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Dale Appleton 0408 382635; 550: Rob van der Klooster
0408 335559. Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue
see [www.dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.melbourne.vhpa.org.au]. Pres: Gabriel
Toniolo 0407 544511, <gabriel.toniolo@
hotmail.com>; Sec: Scott Rawlings 0409
675408, <scottrawlings@ymail.com >; Trs:
Noel Bear 0425 801813, <treasurer@mhgc.
asn.au>; 550: Peter Holloway 0408 526805,
<info@freedomairsports.com.au>, Committee:
Glen Bachelor & Peter Casso Meetings: 3rd
Wed/month, Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Road,
Hawthorn East VIC 3123.
North East Victorian Hang Gliding Club
Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo
252@hotmail.com>; Sec: Bill Oates 0466 440
049 <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs/M/ship:
Greg Jarvisy 0407 047797; SSONHPA Rep: Joe
Rainczuk 0419 875367; Committee: Barb Scott
0408844224, Bill Brooks 0409 411791 ; 550:
Karl Texler 0428 385144; Meetings: [www.
hgfa .asn.a u/- nevhgd].

Sky High Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]; Pres: Steve Leak
<pres@skyhighparagliding.org.au>, 0409 553
401; V-Pres: Alister Johnson 0418 323692 <vp@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Trs: Phil Lyng 0421
135894 <lres@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Sec:
Frank Adler 0408 264615 <sec@skyhighparaglid
ing.org.au>; M'ship: Loz Pouani 0421 389839
<mem@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Nov Rep:
Mike Armstrong 0412 329442 <nov@skyhigh
paragliding.org.au>; Web: Frank Adler 0408264
615 <wm@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Safety:
Hamish Barker 0437 137893 <safety@skyhigh
paragliding.org.au>; Committee: Dave Frecheville. Meetings: 1st Wed/month 8pm Retreat
Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
Southern Microlight Club
[http://home.vicnet.net.au/-stclub/]. Pres:
Mark Howard 0419 855850 <mark.howard@
auspost.com.au>; V-Pres: Ken Jelleff <kenj@
jelfor.com.au>; SedEd: Kelvin Glare 0421
060706 <kalkat@optusnet.com.au>;Trs: Dean
Marriott <dean@ultimate.net.au>. Meetings:
2nd Tue/month 8pm Manning-ham Club, 1
Thompsons Rd, Bulleen.
Western Victorian Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.
wvhgc.org]. Pres: Anthony Meechan 0407
163796, <meeks65@yahoo.com .au>; V-Pres:
Greg Beglehole 0419 889153, <greg@
heatingandcooling.com.au>; Sec: Zhenshi
Van Der Klooster <zhenshi@thecourier.com.
au>; Trs: Richard Carstairs 0409 066860,
<rcarstairs@optushome.com.au>; 550:
Rohan Holtkamp 0408 678734 <rohan@
dynamicflight.com.au>. Meetings: Last Sail
month, The Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany HG & PG Club
550: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556; Sec: John
Middleweek 08 98412096, fa x: 08 98412096.
Cloud base Paragliding Club Inc.
Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 6051 .
Pres: Mike Annear 0400 775173 <mike@
mikeannear.com>; V-Pres: Eric Metrot 0407
003059<1romes@bigpond.com>;Trs: Colin
Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.
com>; Committee: Shelly Heinrich 0428
935462 <shellheinrich@hotmail.com>, Rod
Merigan 0439 967971 <rmerigan@q-net.net.
au>, Clive Salvidge 0402 240038 <clive@iinet.
net.au>, Julien Menager 0423 829346 <Julien.
me@gmail.com>; 50s: John Carman, Nigel
Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild. Meetings: Last
Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne Park Bowling
Club, Park 51. Tuart Hill.
Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Kalgoorlie:
Pres: Toby Houldsworth <drogue@bigpond.
com>, 0428 739956; Trs/SSO: Murray Wood
<muzeI71 @bigpond.net.au>, 08 90215771;
SedSO: Richard Breyley <richard.breyley@
matsa.com.au>, 0417 986896. Perth: 550:
Mark Stokoe <Mark.Stokoe@health.wa.gov.
au>, 0414 932461.
Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillflyers@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick
Williams 0427 057961; SedSSO: Gary Bennet
0412 611680; 550: Gavin Nicholls 0417
690386, Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, Dave
Longman 08 93859469. Meetings held on site
during club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.
Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: Keith
Mell 0897971269; Sec: Paul Coffey 0428
504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 949004.
Western Soarers
PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy
<Iehanggliding@gmail.com>; V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril
Eliopulos <wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>;Trs: Greg
Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs: Shaun
Wallace, Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull, Rick
Williams, Michael Duffy. Meetings: See [http://
au .groups. yahoo.com/group/western_soarersn.
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Thinking About Australia's
Sailplane Fleet - Part 1
Emilis Prelgauskas

OVERVIEW
These words summarise some desktop
reviews which have been carried out
looking at the shape of the current
sailplane fleet across Australia .
The data the reviews developed can
then, in later notes to follow on from
this text, be further fleshed out into mind
experiments about what it all means.

ACCUMULATED ASSETS
The desktop reviews were sparked by the
tension evident today in the sport between:
• on the one hand, having an asset base
of accumulated airframes which is
much larger than current pilot population numbers need
• on the other hand, there is demand
within the sport for massive re-investment 50 that the sport can meet pilot
(and assumed community-wide) expectations for the sport to be modern,
up-to-date and suited to servicing
modern consumer demands.
This tension is new in the overall
history of the sport.
In its early formative period, airframe
production was constrained, airframe lives
were relatively short, individual airframe
retirement often occurred early through
substantial damage, and as a result pilot
numbers exceeded fleet capacity for most
of the sport's history.
Today the sport has the developed
expertise to give airframes longevity both
by safe operating and airframe servicing
policies, and pilot numbers are less than
fleet capacity could service.
The countervailing force is an advocacy that the sport, to be relevant to the
here and now, needs to shed old airframes,
launch methods and processes and generate a new re-invention of the sport
aligned to current consumer expectations:
modern-looking and young airframes
with an emphasis, as expanded upon
below, on self-launch or aerotow.
The gap between these approaches has
the outcome of diminishing both the current fleet asset value and the sport's efforts
toward longevity; and instead to look
to new investment and new airframes.
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It means clubs and owners of older
airframes have no market to sell to, and
hence no asset base from which to update.
Everyone, both intending sellers and purchasers of near-new airframes, loses. The
flow-on effect is that new airframe sales
are also limited to those with re-investment monies.
The absence of asset value in clubs
to replace the old with new suggests that
even were there universal sympathy for
the principle to re-invent the sport; across
the whole sport there isn't the venture
capital to make that happen.
The default position seemingly accepted by the 'modern sport' advocates is for
the sport to contract dramatically to only
those operators who have the wherewithal to re-equip, update and renew on an
on-going basis.
To review how this sits in history,
let us look at past eras in the sport.

THE SELF HELP PERIOD
Advocates for such a contraction in the
sport today might point to prior eras
where this has already occurred.
The sport's beginnings in the 1920s
continued to the 1940s, based around the
primary glider. The last photograph of a
primary appeared on 'Australian Gliding'
cover in mid-1953. Even then, these were
seen with their solo training program
as outdated .
In their era, hundreds of gliding clubs
existed, sometimes for only as long as it
took to substantially damage their only
primary glider. The effort and instigation
and continuance of those individual clubs
often rested with individuals, who had
the personal skills, motivation and capacity to make things happen. As club operating processes developed, so damage
declined, nacelles appeared, secondary
gliders were being aspired to, as a result
of which the clubs then still left operating
looked toward dual flight training. The
short operating life of the primary glider
meant these phased out pretty much
entirely over that transition time as the
sport re-invented itself.

Emilis Prelgauskus

What differs from today's circumstance is that as that time moved on, little
asset of that era has remained . That self
help period had reaped its return from
the building, repair, flying within its own
short time span; to not leave a long term
physical legacy.
Flex wing sports today may see
some parallels.
Those with an interest in that early
period today have had to rely often on
replicas rather than original airframes.

THE MUTUAL HELP PERIOD
The apparently 'golden age' of sailplanes
(notionally the 1950s to 1970s) mixed
the time of active home construction
of airframes by individuals and clubs,
and then the increasingly manufactured
product, both local and from overseas,
and other factors which form their own
sub-eras within this period.
The positive outputs of this period are
seen to be increases in pilot numbers, club
numbers, Australia's successful involvement internationally; and noticeable the
creation of long term assets in flying
sites, ground facilities, accredited people,
and fleet growing because of sailplane
production methods for long life, low
damage operating processes and active
fleet refurbishment, maintenance and life
extension efforts.
The ethic of this time was that the
created assets would in perpetuity be available as the base funds toward replacement
of airframes. Long life airframes suited to
December 2010

in-the-field maintenance, refurb ishment
and on-going use. Rising pilot numbers
meant an audience for club gliders to move
to private ownership, for new airframes
continually added top the total fleet. As
a result flying would always be cheap .

VENTURE CAPITAL
Advocates for a sport re-invention today
might point to that period of prosperity.
What they miss in their analysis is
where that earlier time was instigated
then (and would need such proportionally
ever larger inputs today) by substantial
venture capi t al from within the sport at
the beginning .
The term 'venture capital' didn't mean
money. It meant entrepreneurs investing
motivation and leading by example.
Whereas today, the word 'entrepreneur'
might suggest those who make (and walk
away with) the big bucks.
In the 1940s and 50s, Doc Heydon
showed by example, providing advanced
airframe and launching and underpinning
support; the Sydney Soaring Club showed
gliding comfortably able to go beyond
the home site; the Iggulden family and
others thought big. It doesn't get any
bigger than believing that at that time,
with a small pilot population of about
400 across the nation, Australia deserved

a world class manufacturer on home soil.
No doubt some contemporary comment
thought they were over reaching.
Edmund Schneider Ltd made their
leap of faith in underpinning a tiny sport
on the far side of the planet with limited
obvious scope or potential.
But most of all, the era of mutual
help allowed volunteers to unstintingly
contribute because the sport's processes
of the day encouraged these inputs to
be accepted.
Overall, all these inputs resulted in
the massive forward movement of the
sport of that era .
The collateral questions from that era
that arise for today are: Where now is the
unifying big idea? Where are the entrepreneurs assisting, promoting, showing
the way? Where are the processes which
encourage and enable inputs by the
average glider pilot without obstruction
and barriers by the powers-that-be?

CONCENTRATI NG IN 01 VI DUAL I N PUTS FOR
COLLECTIVE OUTPUTS
From this 1950s and 60s era, clubs coalesced the ongoing centre point of the
sport toward today. Many individual
inputs there formed to become a single
focussed energy together for advance-
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ment. Clubs built airframes, and used
processes that contained damage in use.
Clubs bought part finished airframes and
completed these or tweaked airframes
to permit better flight. More airframes
permitted peak flying demands to be met.
Continuous refurbishment permitted more
airframes to achieve longer service life.

PRIVATE OWNERS
Demand for more assured access to personal flying with equipment set up to suit
the individual and freedom to fly in many
places resulted in greater privately owned
airframe numbers.
At first, the senior people able to do
this in the sport were also the central club
support, and this personal fleet increase
represented for clubs:

•

an effective increase in fleet available
air frames at the pointy end of the
fleet, delaying the need for clubs to
invest there themselves; all positive for
the sport, its structures and participants.

And thus a transition occurring in the
sport's ethic went by almost unnoticed
as a result. The 1974 World Gliding Championships might be seen as representing
that mutual help era at its peak, whereas
the 1986 event displayed the signs of
the sport moving on to the era below.

L/D>43
28.50 - 52.10
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Motor Glider (n = 196)

Glider (n = 954)

•
0
0

Pre·1960 (inc)
1961-1970
1971 ·1980
1981 ·1990

•
0

CONSUMERISM
The sport didn't choose to change. However, it was well placed at the time (early
1980s) to fall in line with societal change.
Decades of prior prosperity meant the
sport by then had excess capacity with
airframes, many still relevant (read 'modern') to the time, together with well
established volunteer clubs, processes and
accredited people to provide service to
the incoming experiential consumer. And
at attractive prices geared to traditions
of volunteerism, taken advantage of by
the pay-for-use user-of-the-day.
That change in investment in people
motivation, effort and money which is the
hallmark of consumerism meant the sport's
asset base, the clubs, then became largely
static. This was initially manageable in
the 1980s as pilot numbers declined from
then on, and the sport's residual asset was
being drawn on and progressively used
up, and not replaced nor built upon by
participants of the day. Clubs became less
important. The federation re-invented
itself as serving individuals; forgetting that
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1991 ·2000
2001 ·2010

its coal face resource base was in regions
and club sites. All this set the scene for
the evolution in the sailplane fleet and
sport ethic now being observed today.

All good for a modern consumer
audience .
However, that existing modern fleet
resides only in 30% of the gliding sites
across the continent. The remaining clubs,

THE F LEE T TO DAY

to rise to those aspirations, represent an
effective re-equipment demand today of
$60m. Or these operators have the alternate choice to exit the field; by choice or
by a thousand cuts.

I thank Steve Kittel for his work in getting
together the graphic here. (The pie charts
read sequentially anti-clockwise from
top left.)
They summarise today's sailplane
fleet as:

THE VI N TAG E FL E ET

•

For a number of decades a constituency
has grown around the old fleet in the top

•
•

Units less than 20 years old are
230
in total including 98 motorgliders.
Classic units 20 to 40 years old are 696
in total including 89 motorgliders.
Vintage units> 40 years old are 224
in total including 9 motorgliders.

THE MOD ERN F LEE T
The advocates for the sport re-focusing
itse lf have their asset base in the top right
hand segments of the chart.
This includes a strong emphasis (less than
40% of airframes) on self-launch airframes.

left hand part of the charts, about 20%
of the total. They gather together but
represent a variety of viewpoints.
Some enjoy the retention of the
sport's early asset, be that the workshop
work, or the sense of the sport's history
and continuity. Some favour the simplicity
and flight modes of that previous era .
Some attribute unique and individual
personality to either the airframes and/or
the people involved.
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NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTISERS
All advertisements and payment can be sent to:
The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising
Level 1134 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062.
Ph: 03 9303 7805, Fax: 03 9303 7960
Email: <Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au>
Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution
(300dpi at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats.
Photographs may be provided in either photo print
or slides. Low resolution digitals are not suitable.
Photographs, slides or disks may be returned. Please
include a self-addressed and stamped envelope
for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or
credit card). Don't forget Classifieds deadline is the
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence.
For current advertising fees, go to [www.gfa.org.au[.

Single-seater Sailplanes
ASG29 18m: 2006. Low hrs, fully equipped, Cobra
trailer (alu top & floor), Always hangared at Narromine, $135000 obo. Email: <HQM13606@nifty.com>.
ASW 15 VH-GYU. 3600 hrs, 3100 landings. Enclosed
trailer, tow-out gear, basic instruments, incl. 360ch
radio, boom mike, barograph & Zander SR820 computer. Urgent sale - make an offer. Ph: 08 82887881
or 0448 676499.
ASW 17 VH-YKL. Complete enclosed trailer &
instruments now in Australia, $35000. Ph : Brad
Edwards 0427 202535 or 02 67711733

frames to be a significant effect. In reduc-

Cirrus 75 VH-GQT, 2550 hrs, 1220 landings. Wing
tip extensions, new canopy, good trailer, Form 2
completed Aug. $19000. Ph: Tony 07 46614090.

mapped out for itself. It also has put

ing that club's operating capacity and

Hornet GEY with winglets, basic instruments, B20,

in place within its own structures those

affecting book asset value; thereby also

appropriate processes and mutual help

constraining the options for the future

which are generated by and used within

for many of these clubs.

720ch radio & U/C warning. Trailer & tow-out gear
are included. This aircraft has been professionally
refinished & will be sold with a fresh Form 2, incl.
the 6000-hr inspection. Price $20000 ono. Ph: Bruce
0407795412.

This segment by now has its future

this segment.
As a result this part of Australia' sailplane fleet is no great load on the sport
as a whole.

The mind experiments to come will
consider whether

a) Today the sport has a future (possibly
reflecting what the primary era did in

a previous century); by shifting from
THE CE NTR E 6 0 %

as a new sport don't want to see the sport

one era to a new one requiring a significant change in direction. Is the will
there? Are the entrepreneurs there?
b) The vintage segment, is it immune from
these forces by having its own constituency and future path mapped out.
c) The large fleet segment of mid-age
airframes have a place in those evolutions, or whether there will be a
bloodbath as airframes are forcibly
retired or have their asset value go
to zero, as the sport moves on.
(To be continued)

invest to keep present second hand metal

~

That large segment of the fleet of midage airframes doesn't have such a clear
cut constituency either way; neither
necessarily modern, nor clearly vintage.
Some might use the characterisation
of this segment as 'classic', as is done
in the car and boating fraternities.
The take up in this secondhand
market traditionally part-financed
transition to new equipment.
But the advocates for are-invention

and high hours FRP airframes as assets.
The assumption is that others can as
easily reposition to the bright new future
as the well-heeled top end clubs and
owners can.
The declining pilot numbers has meant
that for most, noticeably in small clubs representing regional areas, have experi-

Emilis Prelgauskas in his working life
is an architect, focusing on emerging
technologies. Thus he works in the forward vision segment of a job that is
about envisioning the yet-to-be-made.
He has over the decades often written
in gliding media on emerging issues.

HPH 304 Shark VH-GAG. Built 2008. 18m class
competition glider, only 250 hrs immaculate showroom condition, factory finished in polyurethane,
cobra trailer & tow-out gear. Great performer & current holder of several international glider records
with longest flight of over 1200km. Current new
price for this glider would be over $175000 excellent
opportunity to buy Australian demo for $145000
to make way for Jet Shark in 2011. Ph: Andrew
0488161844 or <georg028@bigpond.com>.

Jantar Std 2 VH-IZT. 1850 hrs, 1100 landings.
Good clean condition. Microair radio, Borgelt instrumentation, canopy hinge. Well thought out trailer
& all tow-out gear. Competitive Standard Class
performance at $25000 neg. Ph: Paul 0404 851876.
Jantar Std 2 VH-UKP. $20,000 ono. 2060 hrs, 850
landings, registered 12/1981, custom made trailer,
ground handling gear, Borgelt basic instruments,
vario, speed to fly & final glide computers. Turn &
bank Becker radio. Ph: Rob 08 93062241 or 0428
270153 or <rvduffy@bigpond.net.au>, [http://
picasaweb.google.com/RVDU FFYIU KP#].
Jantar Std 3 HNI. Great condition, two owners
since new. 1,470 landings for 4400 hrs. Meticulously
maintained. Excellently fitted out dual axle trailer.
Basic instruments, S-nav & oxygen. $28000. Ph: Ben
0408630968 or <bcoleman@xstratacoal.com.au>.
Kestrel 17 glide ratio 42:1. Excellent condition,
detachable winglets, wingtips, new tinted canopy
with cover, short field landing chute, Borgelt 24,
25 electrics, Parachute two-person de-rig enclosed
trailer, complete your 1OOOkm distance. $25000 ono.
Ph: 0417 818864 or <ronjang@bigpond.com >.

enced the setting aside of individual airDecember 2010
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Libelle 201 B VH-GCJ, serial number 454. 2900 hrs,
new canopy, new panel with Borgelt vario, LX20
GPS logger, radio & Fl arm. New water bags & c/w
tow-out gear & a good trai ler. Wing covers & fresh
Form 2. $16000. Ph : 0266243999.

with trailer tow away. Ph: Mark Rowe 0403 307363
or <justsoaring@gmail.com> .

LS8-18/15 Fu lly equipped/optioned + Cobra
XL. Priced btw $120 to 135000 depending on
equipment. Ph: Miles Gore-Brown 07 55789904 or
<mgbsia@pacific.net.sg>.

SF25 B Scheibe Jabiru 2200 Motor Falke VH-HNO,
TI 2275 hrs, engine 215 before top overhaul,
32-litre tank plus 1O-litre long range tank. Basic
instruments, Microair radio, new tyres, spare prop,
etc.187kg cockpit load. $38000. Ph: 03 95510965 or
<info@melbou rneglidingadventures.com.au>.

Pilatus B4 Fresh Form 2 & 30 yearly, low hrs,
retractable, Microair VHF, enclosed tra iler $15000
ono. Ph: 0419 804248.
Std Cirrus VH-GOX Excellent condition. New
gelcoat, winglets, Flarm, Microair rad io, tow-out
gear, VG enclosed trai ler. $20000 ono. Ph: 03
97437605 or <aekreti@bigpond.net.au>.

NZ registered sin 76, 460 hrs, in immaculate condition, normal instruments plus SNl OB & remote, trig
TI21 Txdr, Dittel FSG71 comm, Flarm with Swiss bat
display, tinted canopy, MH reg & steel oxy cylinder,
as new Cobra trailer with carpet & SL features. Placed
wel l in the NZ 18m Nats last year, $NZ156000 excl.
NZ sales tax. Can take to Omarama or ship from
Auckland. Ph: Ross at Sailplane Services +64 9 2947
324 mob +64 27 4789123.

Motor Falke VH-GBH, plus new covered trailer,
ceram ic bore, 10 hr endurance one-up 1500 STAMO
motor $39000 ono. Ph: 0447 755745.

Ventus cM self-launcher, 17.6, winglets, -800 hr

IT. 5 hr engine, Altair, Vega, Dittel, Flarm, Cobra.
Refinished 2008. Fresh Form 2, perfect, beautiful.
Just fly it. $110000 (GST incl.) Ph: 02 66221666 or
<info@spe.com.a u>.

Fuel inject [www.a lisport.com]. Highly optioned new
demo unit, <6 launches & test hrs for C of A only.
One-man self-rig package (20 min), steerable tailwheel.
super Cobra trailer. Pure fun & independence. Price
neg. Greg 0400 114747 or <gregdoylel @me.com>.

Two-seater Sailplanes
ASK13 VH-PXI, 40 yearly completed, flies well,
great Blanik replacement for training, $15000. Ph:
Bob Mcdonald 02 63376618.
Duo Discus T VH-JSR best Duo in Australia, like
new, beautifully finished, meticu lously maintained,
winglets, handles like a Duo X, low engine hrs, complete package with parachutes, instruments, oxygen,
trailer. Ph: Shane 0418 759310 <mac53@ecn.net.
au > or Ra lph 07 30030817 (h) <rhenderson@iinet.
net .au>.
Grob 103 Twin 2 Acro 4100 hrs (7900 to run).
Refinished inside & out (PU). Excellent condition.
Basic instruments. $60000 ono. Ph: 0408 195337 or
<mike@maddogcomposites.com.au>.
Grob 103 Twin 2 3000 hrs (9000 to run). Undergoing refinish. As is $30000. The more work we do
the higher the price. Ph: 0408 195337 or <mike@
maddogcomposites.com.au>.
IS28 WVV (re-advertised). In very good condition
with radio & standard instruments. 13300 hrs TT.
Would suit aerotowing cl ub. All offers considered. Ph:
Robert 03 94894298 or <carey@ericorp.com.au>.
Two Grob 103's and one trai ler based at Gawler.
Min hrs remaining. Make an offer. Enquiries to Bruce
on 0407 795412.

Self-Launching/Motor Gliders
DG-808C year 2007 competition 18m self-launcher
motorglider for sale in perfect cond ition. Foreign
pilot visiting Austra lia wou ld sell witho ut trai ler &
possibly basic instruments (all metric) . 1235 hrs,
46 hrs engine, 212 starts. Possible del ivery early
February 2011. For further details please contact:
Pepe Gresa <pepegresa@gmail.com>.
Dimona H36 with L2400 motor. Just finished
3000-hr survey & extension to 6000-hr life. Latest
motor & prop. Folding wings & transponder, flies
beautifully & all in excellent condition, $80000. Ph:
John 03 52366290.
Grob Twin III 103 se lf-la uncher. Very low hrs, refinished; delight to fly. $125000 flyaway. $135000
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For Outback touring. Very good condition. 100 HP
prop mods done. E 650. A 770. AH. DG. Nav com,
Cam vario, GPS, transponder, jacks, tools, spares, keylock, ELl $170,000, T-hangar at Camden available.
Ph: Barry Bowerman 02 46366314, 0427 003644.

General
Due to fleet restructure the VMFG offers the
fo llowing a/c for sale. Hornet, GSA. encl . trai ler,
Xcom, Flarm. Provo for W/L. LS-3a, CQP, encl. trailer,
Xcom, Flarm. Both a/c come with current F2 &
recent major insp. Both in VG condo Janus B, GVU,
Damaged. Wide range of options incl. instruments,
rad io, encl. trai ler. Suit club/individuals with time &
expertise to fin ish. Grob 109 B, GUM . Current F2,
engine on condition. VG instrumentation. Realistic
offers considered. Contact: Ian Patching, Hon . Sec.
<patching@westnet.com.au> .

for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa,
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.
Gliding International: The new international
gliding magazine edited by John Roake. Specialising
in being first with news from every corner of the
soaring globe. A$60 p.a. Personal cheques or credit
cards accepted. Contact: Gliding International,
79 Fifth Avenue, Tauranga, New Zea land. Email:
<office@glidinginternational .com>.
Sailplane & Gliding: The only authoritative
British magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4
pages of fascinating materi al & pictures with colour.
Availab le from the British Gliding Association,
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, England.
An nual subscription for six copies £17.50.
Sailplane Builder: Monthly magazine of the Sailplane Homebui lders Association. $US29 (airmail
$US46) to SHA, c/o Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith
Road, Chatsworth, CA 913 11 USA.
Soaring: Official monthly journal of the Soaring
Society of America Inc. PO Box 2100, Hobbs,nm
88241 USA. Foreign subscri ption rates (annual ly):
$US43 surface delivery; $US68 premium delivery.
Technical Soaring/OSTIV: Quarterly publicationof
SSA containing OSTIV & other technica l papers. c/o
T U Delft, Fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg 1,
NL-2629 HS DELFT, The Netherlands.
Vintage Times: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders
Australia, edited by David & Jenne Goldsmith, PO Box
577, Gisborne VIC 3437, Membership $20 pa.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •
HGFA

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members
up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified
per person per issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office
for membership verification/payment by email
<office@hgfa.asn .au>, fax: 03 93362177 or post:
4a/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042 .
The deadline is 25th of the month, for publication
five weeks hence. Submitted classifieds will run for
one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings.
When submitting a classified remember to include
your contact details (for prospective buyers),
your HGFA membership number (for verification)
and the State under which you would like the
classified placed. (Note that the above does not
apply to commercial operators. Instructors may
place multiple classified entries, but will be
charged at usual advertising rates.)

LX 20 in near new condition . Fl ight logging &
navigation display, $550. Ph: Roger Druce 03 9439
8947 or <rogdruce@optusnetl.com.au>.

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required
for the specific aircraft being reflective of
the pilot's actual rating & experience. All
members must adhere to the maintenance
requirements as contained in Section 9 of
the Operations Manual & as provided by
manufacturers. Secondhand equipment
should always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible.
Advice should be sought as to the condition,
airworthiness & suitability of the aircraft.
It should include examination of maintenance logs for the aircraft. It is unethical
& a legally volatile situation for individuals
to provide aircraft which are unsuitable
for the skill level of the pilot, or aircraft
that are unairworthy in any way.

Gliding Publications

Hang Gliders & Equipment

Airborne Magazine: Covering all facets of
Austral ian & New Zea land modelling. The best value
modelling magazine. Now $60pa for six issues.
Plans & other special books available. PO Box 30,
Tu llamarine, VIC 3043.
Free Flight: Quarterly journal of the Soaring Association of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian
soaring scene & relevant international news &
articles. $US26 for one year, $47 for two years, $65

Explorer LD+ Powered harness, less than 2 hrs run
time, electric start, high performance tuned engine.
Spare Bolly fo lding prop & other extras. As new, su it
new buyer, $8500 new, sell $7000 ono. Genuine
reason for sa le. Ph: 0418 770595.

Instruments & Equipment
LX7007 Pro IGC Flarm flight computer with rear
seat repeater unit & two variometers. All at up to
date status, $4000. Ph: Roger Druce 03 94398947,
0419880495 or <rogdruce@optusnet.com.au>.

NORTHERN TERRITORY

December 2010

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Paragliders & Equipment

VICTORIA

QUEENSLAND
Apco Vista S (small) weight range 70-95kg, manufactured 2008, less than 25 hrs flying time, excellent
condition, colour: Lagoon, $2200. Harness with foam
back protector $200. Sup Air Radical Lightweight harness $100. Two reserves $200 each. Located Sunshine
Beach/Rainbow Beach OLD. Ph: Kim 0418396364.

General
KANGOOK
The latest range of Kangook paramotors,
Dudek Reflex paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares
& your reserve parachute equipment all on our
website for your inspection with prices. Ph:
Ben 0418 753220.
POLlGLlDE
The best quality multifunctional gloves on the
market. Three in one gives you 4 variations
adapted especially for Paraglider &
Hang glider pilots.
Contact: POl/GLIDE at
www.pollgllde.com

CONCERTINA BAG
PARA
PARA
PARA
PARA

SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina
SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina
SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina
SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina
www.parasupply.com

HGFA Schools

bag,
bag,
bag,
bag,

PRESS TO TALK SYSTEM
PARA SUPPLY / PTI sys, PARA SUPPLY / PTI sys,
PARA SUPPLY / PTI sys, PARA SUPPLY / PTI sys,
PARA SUPPLY / PTI sys, PARA SUPPLY / PTI sys,
www.parasupply.com
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VICTORIA

Dynamic Flight School
Specialising in:
PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely
renowned as Australia's best flying region .
Bright has been host to numerous Australian &
international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the
best, our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian
Paragliding Champion) has been involved in
paragliding since 1990 & instructing for over
10 years.
Courses
• Introductory & HGFA licence course
• Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
• SIV courses
• Tow courses
• XC tandem flights
• Equipment Sales
We are now conducting SIV courses.
See website for details.

Hang Gliding & Microlighting

~urses

,

~

17 Tansey Court, Trawalla3373

Phone - 03 5349 2845
Email - Rohan@dynamicmght.com.au
Web - www.dynamicflight.com.au

Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
www.activeflight.com.au

Bright
Victoria

EAGLE SCHOOL OF MICROLIGHTING
established 1988

Intro and Full
Licensing Courses

As the summer season approaches,
written contributions to YOUR
magazine are dropping off again.
Please send in any items you find
worthy of sharing:
• Travel tales, visiting new sites
• Great flights, new experiences
• Advice on competition or crosscountry tactics or techniques
• Safety issues/advice
• Equipment reviews
• Relevant information for newer
pilots or those newer to crosscountry flying on how to read
weather charts, use and chose
equipment, plan flights/tasks, etc.

We all have had experiences and
adventures worth sharing, no matter
how many hours we have in the logbook, so get writing and send articles
and a few pictures to your editor:

December 2010

Tandem Instructional
Flights
New & Used Gliders
Harnesses
BIOS Helmets
Radios
Varios
Garmin GPS
Reserves
Flight Suits
Flying Boots
Mystic Membership

~
<:nG
100 Gavan St Bright Vic 3741
03 57551753 - 0428 352048
www .alpineparagliding.com

Why come to North-east Victoria
to learn with Eagle School?
• Apart from being fortunate enough to have the
most consistently reliable weather for training
in Australia ...
• Australia's longest running Microlight school.
• Our person centred approach means that we
value feedback and individually tailor our training
methods to suit the student's needs.
• We specialise in remedial training when you get
stuck in your present learning environment.
• We are interested in seeing you achieve your
goals and make your dreams a rea lity.
• You will receive ongoing support after
your licence
• We aim to shape you into a safe and confident
pilot by encouraging you to challenge yourself
in a safe and supportive environment.
• If you are already a Hang Glider, Paraglider or
Glider pilot you' ll learn for half price!
We look forward to assisting you to master
a new set of skills which will take you
to new heights in every respect.
NO PRESSURE SALES!!! BUY IN YOUR OWN TIME
Feel free to contact us, we are happy to chat with you.
STEPHEN RUFFELS CFI
Mail address: 16 Hargreaves Road, Bright, 3741
(03) 5750 1174 or (0428) 570 168
email <fly@eagleschool.com.au>
look up our website:
[www.eagleschool.com.auJ
download our'learn to Fly' brochure
for what's involved, plus costs.

Soaring Australia
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NEW SOUTH WALES

NEW SOUTH WALES

HIGH ADVENTURE

Paragliding
· Mt Borah Is Australla's onlY World Class site
and has more all year round flyable days than
anywhere else. It has 4 large safe astro-turfed
launches for nearly all wind directions - no need for
long drives to other sites. Great ridge soaring and
thermal XC flying all in one location. Hosted the
Manilla 2007 Paragliding World Championships !

· cn GOdfrey Wenness is the most euenenced

paraglider pilot in Australia. Over 8000hrs airtime
since 1988, World Record 335kms (98-03), Longest
Tandem Flight 223kms (00-03), Multiple National
records, National XC League Winner (inaugural 01
& 02), Instructor Examiner, Aust Team Member,
Prototype Test Pilot, HGFA Safety & Ops Cttee,
Competition organiser and owner of Mt Borah.

• lIovlce license courses : Our famous 9 day IlVein course is the only one that goes beyond the
HGFA minimum requirements. It includes
thermalling , ridge soaring , safety manoeuvres and
much more. The course includes ecuipment, on
site accommodation and a $400 equipment
spending voucher .... all for only $1720 I

RAINBOW PARAGLIDING
APCO AUSTRALIA
Offering the full range
of APeo equipment

• Other tuition :personal 1on 1Thermalling, KC.
Skill Improvement, Refresher days & Intermediate,
Advanced , Tandem , Paramotor & other ratings.
• All EqUipment hire is available at excellent rates.

APca Aviation three yearsl250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to fast unique
in the industry. Customer service and
100% satisfaction guarantee.
Test centre for APca gliders {www.apcoaviation.comj.

• HG &SkYIIlVe to PG endorsements based on
skill competency for fast progression.

APeO Austral ia and pwe winner
of the Serial Class 2000

Australia's biggest distributor of

Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rainbow Beach . In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round,
60km cross-country flights have been achieved in winter!
FULL LICENCE COURSE - Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
REFRESHER COURSE - Groundhandling, top landing or asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the experts.
INTERMEOIATE, ADVANCEO, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT - We have the sites, the weather and the
knowledge.
SALES AND SERVICES - New and second-hand, trade-in,
maintenance and repairs.
YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 2,500 student days' experience,
instructing since 1995.

products, all online at the best prices
See our website for more details

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI45192
Rainbow Paragliding - APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581
Ph: 07 S486 3048 - 0418754157
Email: dnfo@paraglidingrainbow.com >

Paragliding and Paramotoring

www.highadventure.com.au

www.highadventure.com.au
(0429) 844961
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

c___Professional Paragliding
Tandem Introductory Flights
Paragliding Courses and Certifications
Pilot Development Clinics
Free Introduction course
Tandem Endorsements
Sales and service

Dealer for Advance Charly Flytec Icom
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd
Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au>
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]
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best brands. Australian importer of ADVANCE ,
FL YTEC , HANWAG, LAZER and more. Stockist
and service of all equipment new and used.

/\D~CE

;::FlVTEC:.

GARMIH

~

!.M!./I.'

?COM

~~'!

• Cabins and Camping on site. Stay at Mt Borah III
nice and quiet, great social scene, wireless internet,
swimming pool , and soon a coffee lounge and bar !

0261856545

~www.flvmanllla.com ~
~

Australia Wide Services
HGFA Approved Paraglider
Testing & Repairs

GOd!reV@llVmanllla.com

~

Australia'S only World Class
Flying Site and School
Advertising Index
- December 2010

[www_paraglidingrainbow_com]
NEW SOUTH WALES

• DilLY the highest quality equipment from the

• Comprehensive testing and repairs
to all paragliders
• Fully equipped service and repair
agents for:
Advance. Aerodyne. Airwave. Bio-Air. Gin.
Gradient. Mac Para. Niviuk. Nova. Ozone.
Paratech. Sky. Swing. UP
• Full written report
• Harness repair and modifications
• Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
• Parachute repacking
• Orders taken from anywhere in Australia.
New Zealand and Asia
• Prompt turnaround

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave. Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330
Mob: 0417 776550
Email: dly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

Airborne
Airtime Products
Eco Watch
GFA Form 2
HGFA Merchandise
High Speed Flight
Icom
Kangook
Keepit Soaring
Manilla PG - Accessories
Microair Avionics
OAMPS
Paragliding Headquarters
Poliglide
Poliglide Paramotors
Team 5
Rediscover the 55
SportAviation PL
Swift Avionics
VSC XC Coaching Week

IBC
37
35
27
15
13
IBC
BC
21
9
IBC
44
33
7
17
31
43
21
BC
11
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M760 GLIDER SINGLE

COMBO KIT

Et:,-;=LLJSM/\'><
Airborne 2010 T-shirt
Caps and Jackets
available now!

for Hang Gliding, Paragliding and
Powerd Paragliding.
Helmet $198.00 Chingaurd $82.46
Black sizes
XL 61 , L 60, M 58, S 56, XS 54

t

FlarmNav
Basic Nav + Flarm Display
A'!'!'~Dafile download
Flarm Display

aVioniCS

NEW for Paragliders and Hang G
Fl.YMI\STE~

I\VIOI\IICS

Coming soon!! New!!
Battery backed· up S7mm
solution for busy panels

The 81 is the base model of Flymasler F1 's proven
technology, providing the pilot with an extremely
sensitive and accurate variometer, which will detect
even the weakest of thermals.
Real time altitude plotter, 3 altimeters.
Storage for over 1600 flight log records.
For the competition pilot, the feature packed 81 Nav
provides Integrated GPS , 4 position Ii xes per second
Waypoint database, route optimization
plus all the benefits you'd expect in a top level flight dec

NEW for your gliding club .............. ..

Pie-Cart problems ???
Check out our latest product at
www.dittolog.com
Swift has developed an automated
flight data record keeping system that
automatically and wirelessly uploads
all your flight data to our ditto server.
•
•
•
•
•

Each pilot has a dittokey to identify them .
dittolog equipped gliders upload all flight data including log·files to our servers
Even Non dittolog , but flarm equipped aircraft get Pilot 10, TO Time and release all.
Flight line data imports direct to club accounting software .. .. Quickbooks MYOB etc
On·line accounting solution available ... ... ask us how!

r.;Olo]log automating your flightline
~~lr~::i~;~~sLlsmore
NSW 2480 Auslralia

ph:0266221666

<.·l ·\~
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The BFIS? presents an integrated
display for essential flight information.
It has been designed for ultralight
aircraft applications . It contains pressure
sensors lor the determination of al titude,
airspeed and climb/descent rate and a
built·in GPS receiver which allows the
determination of ground track , position
and ground speed . The BFIS? is not only
suited as a minimum cockpit instrumentation , but also as a backup instrument in
combination with classic instruments
or glass cockpits. It allows the safe
continuation of fl ight in the case of
loss of power or other malfunction
of the primary instruments. The built·i n
battery ensures independent
operation of at least 3h.

