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This magazine is a publication by the Hang Gliding Federation
of Australia (HGFA).
Contributions are always needed. Articles, photos and illus
trations are all welcome, although the editor and the HGFA Board
reserve the right to edit or delete contributions where necessary.
Materials of unknown origin won’t be published.
All contributions should be accompanied by the contributor’s
name, address and membership number for verification purposes.
Photographs can be submitted via email, web client, CD, DVD
or printed on gloss paper for scanning. Drawings, maps, cartoons,
diagrams, etc, should be in black ink on white paper or electronic
formats for colour. Lettering may be pencilled lightly but clearly on
the artwork, to be typeset.
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SkySailor Editorial Contributions

The contact points for HGFA members submitting to SkySailor are the
HGFA Editor/Graphic Designer and the HGFA Office. These contacts
should be used according to the directions below.

Editor/Graphic Designer

Notice to Readers & Contributors

2

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those
of the HGFA nor the Editor’s. They are strictly the views of the
author/contributor.
Copyright in this publication is vested in the HGFA. Copyright
in articles and other contributions is vested in each of the authors/
photographers in respect of their contribution.
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Suzy Gneist
Ph: 07 5445 7796
<skysailor@hgfa.asn.au>
Post to: 57 Alice Dixon Drive,
Flaxton QLD 4560

Articles

HGFA Office & Sales

Ph: 03 9336 7155
Fax: 03 9336 7177
<office@hgfa.asn.au>
[www.hgfa.asn.au]
4a-60 Keilor Park Drive,
Keilor Park VIC 3042

HGFA members should submit articles to the HGFA Editor. Article
text is preferred by email to <skysailor@hgfa.asn.au> either as a
Word document or plain text file, photos can be sent via post to 57
Alice Dixon Drive, Flaxton QLD 4560, either as print copies or high
resolution JPGs or TIFs on CD/DVD. Photos must be accompanied by
full captions and photographer names on a separate text file (.txt)
on the CD/DVD.

Next Submissions Deadline

1 September 2011
for the October/November issue of SkySailor
Photos and materials will be returned after publication
only if a stamped, self-addressed envelope is supplied.
Otherwise photographs, whether published or not, will be filed
and may subsequently be used in further publications.

Display Advertising

Commercial operators wishing to place a display advert should email
the Editor/Graphic Designer to receive a booking form and detailed
artwork specifications.

News, Letters to the Editor, New Products,
Events Calendar Entries

HGFA members should send the above editorial items to the Editor,
as text in the body of an email to <skysailor@hgfa.asn.au>.

Classifieds, Club Executive & Member Updates

HGFA members should submit classifieds (secondhand gear for sale)
and changes of address details (whether for Club Executives or
individual members) to the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au>. See
the Classifieds section at end of this magazine for more details.

HGFA Website Contributions

Please email Club News to <clubnews@hgfa.asn.au> and Comp
News to <compnews@hgfa.asn.au>. The information is forwarded to
SkySailor and the maintainers of the HGFA website.
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In Pictures:
The 2011 Ozone
Corryong Open

Photo: Ian Ladyman

by Che Golus & Paul Underwood

Welcome to the new look

by Suzy Gneist – Editor
Changes to the Format

The magazine frequency has been reduced to a
bi-monthly, published six times a year, starting with
this August/September issue. The content currently
remains at 52 pages – now all in full colour.
To fill these pages every two months, I rely on your
talents and generosity to provide me with interesting
and entertaining stories, good quality, high resolution
photographs (digital or printed, with a resolution at large
size of at least 300dpi/pixels). Photos can be posted to
me on a CD or DVD or send via a web client, like DropBox
[www.dropbox.com] or YouSendIt [www.yousendit.
com] for large files. Alternatively, a professional photo
uploader like Flickr can be used to make uncompressed
originals available for download.
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Content Submissions

It is desirable to have all our disciplines represented in
every issue, including hang gliding, paragliding, microlights and paramotors.
Especially valuable would be shared information from
our more experienced pilots in all these disciplines,
alongside the enthusiastic tales of the newer pilots
which can be particularly encouraging to those who’ve
never yet flown cross-country or stood on a podium.
As the editor, I am more than happy to help you to
transform your writings, however sketchy, into the
shape of an article. At the same time, if you find an
interesting article anywhere else in the worldwide web
or in print, do refer it on to me with source details as we
can often exchange materials with other publications.

Photo: Paul Underwood

New Deadlines

The deadline for each issue falls on the first day of
the month prior to the upcoming issue, ie: October/
November issue closes for submissions and bookings on
the first day of September.
If any articles need to be edited or prepared for
inclusion, these should be received prior to this date or
they may not be able to be included until the following
issue. Display advertisements and classifieds will also
need to be booked by the deadline, and advertisers need
to supply finished artwork on or soon after the closing
date for inclusion. Advertisers who require help with
setting up artwork can contact me directly for a quote,
again, materials will need to arrive ahead of the deadline
to be completed in time for the closing date.
Information in regard to formats, articles or
bookings can be found in the relevant sections or in the
impressum on page one, other questions can be directed
to myself or the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au>.

Photo: Che Golus

Our new colour format now allows for even better
content, beautiful colour images, including a regular
centre spread.

Craig O’Donnell on board his R10 in the final task
Photo: Che Golus

Editor’s Contact Details
Post: SkySailor Editor
57 Alice Dixon Drive, Flaxton QLD 4560
Email: <skysailor@hgfa.asn.au>
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Mark Kropp climbing out in the start gate

Photo: Che Golus
A forest of sorts, Bright Open 2011
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Stingfest

is a celebration of all things hang gliding, and
in particular, of all things Sting. It’s a chance for
Sting pilots to rule the roost, strut their stuff, and run off with the booty. It’s
also a chance to get out and tow in a great part of the world.
by Alan Daniel

T

Rod Murray – Cheating is worth a try

Gary Herman – More cheating

Billo plays dope on a rope
4
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ucked away behind Denman, NSW, is the picturesque valley known as Yarrawa. In this valley live
the Marhienes – Pete & Christine. They have three
airstrips, a tug, a beer fridge and they love to share.
If you’ve never had the pleasure, be warned, Yarrawa
flying makes all other flying seem a bit ordinary. The
place is blessed with great scenery and abnormally
good weather.
The weather in March is usually perfect for flying
and 2011 was no exception… if you were at Yarrawa.
Unfortunately, poor conditions on the coast, including
heavy rain and flooding, deterred some from venturing
inland, so the numbers were a little down on previous
Fests. This, of course, just made for shorter tow queues
and more airtime for the faithful.
Saturday’s flying was a purely Sting affair. Sting 2’s
and Sting 3’s, big Stings and small Stings, old Stings and
new Stings – we had the lot. And all were flown with
daring, skill and style. Of particular note was the amount
of foot-launching happening – nice to see pilots taking
advantage of the good conditions to expand their skills
and forgo the comfort of the dolly. And what conditions!
Breeze steady at 10mph and straight down the centre
of the big grassy strip. Perfect for learning to tow,
brushing up on your technique or just having fun! Even
after lift-off it was smooth, possibly due to the overcast
layer between us and the sun. When the stratus cloud
eventually broke up later in the day, there were light
steady climbs to be had, all the way to the fluffy stuff.
Nothing epic, but fun all the same.
After sniffing around successfully or otherwise for
Photos: Jan Daniel
lift, the next task was seeking fame and fortune on
the ‘spot landing’ target. Despite the steady breeze and
numerous attempts at taking the money, nobody actually nailed it. Were these guys too polite? Too rich already? Not
greedy enough? Can’t land for peanuts? In the end, we just put it down to good manners – no one wanted to outshine
the other members of the group. What a warm and fuzzy bunch!
As the sun descended, the focus moved to the hangar and we got on with the non-flying business of Stingfest…
the coronation! Tops fell off beers and parched throats got washed. A coronation feast was laid out with some

fine local wine to add a touch of class to this modest event. A coronation requires a King, but choosing a Stingking
is no easy thing. In the Stingfest book of rules certain criteria are listed that must be met before a loyal pilot can
become a royal pilot. For instance, all contenders must own a Sting. They must also be capable of flying it well and
enthusiastically. But to be the chosen one, the pilot must be contributing to the sport of hang gliding in a meaningful
way, and this is difficult, because so many pilots do this – everyone helps. So which one is more worthy? How do
you choose?
As luck would have it, one local Hunter Valley pilot achieved something significant this year for the Newcastle
club. At a time when sites are being closed around the country, this pilot was responsible for opening up a new
one. And it’s a cracker: NE Brokenback faces the morning sun, has a good take-off area and an easy bomb-out.
And we have access to it thanks mainly to the efforts
of the 2011 STINKING (trumpets, fanfare, all rise, etc)…
Jason Mackenzie.
King Jason was showered with gifts. He got a flash
red nose-cone (complete with royal markings). He got
a new XC bag. He got a bejeweled crown to wear to
club meetings and official occasions. Finally, King Jason
got this year’s trophy – “The Golden Stuie” to adorn
his mantle piece and remind him every day that he is
special and his work is appreciated. Nice one King, and
well deserved.
Stingfest 2011 was a success. No equipment was
bent, broken or torn. No-one was hurt and everyone
flew. We shared a meal, had a laugh and raised a toast to
the new Stingking. Thanks to all those who showed up,
and to our hosts Pete & Chris Marhiene.
This event is open to all pilots on all types of wings
- if you fly, you’re welcome, but only the Sting types get
the glory. Its a Stingfest after all.

King Jason and Dustan Hanson

King Jason with booty

Ex-King Dawson looking good
August | September 2011
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BIGGER
than

Ben Hur

This year I saw some of the ‘greennest’ flying areas ever. While Manilla has
had a wet summer and was green, it was in the rain shadow behind the
ranges and had been spared the La Niña caused flooding of the East Coast,
both north and south.
by James Thompson
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The pilots of this year’s State of Origin
August | September 2011

he Paragliding State of Origin is a curious competition: it uses handicap to determine the winner,
it’s aimed at novice pilots, it’s the last comp of
the year and at the end of the flying season. It’s also
low cost, due to cash sponsorship from the NSWHPA
which covers infrastructure, hill transport and entry
for pre-registered New South Wales pilots. Each year it
is well supported by pilots from NSW, Queensland and
other states, as well as overseas visitors. It’s usually the
largest paragliding competition of the year.
Previous years had seen slow pre-registration of
seven to 40 pilots. The rest would check out the weather
forecast, register Friday morning (after driving for six
or seven hours overnight after work) or even on Friday
evening (arriving too late to register, fly the day, then
score and register at the same time). This year I had 143
pilots pre-registered, thanks to Brett Harden’s online
registration system. The weather was looking good, a
five-day Easter break plus Anzac Day – this was going to
be a big weekend – bigger than Ben Hur!
This is a novice comp and the emphasis is on fun
and safety. Crews of five, with an advance pilot acting
as crew chief who mentors, supports and advises. The
handicap scoring is used in multiple categories, crews
and of course the State of Origin teams.
For the first briefing 120 pilots assembled. This year
we used the yet to be completed clubhouse at Godfrey’s
farm for headquarters. With its glass walls, it’s a room
with a view, looking out on a landing field and Mt Borah.
Good Friday’s forecast was for good lifts but also prefrontal wind.
The hill briefing was at 11 o’clock and conditions
were good with pilots already in the air, sampling the
mixed thermal and ridge lift out of the north-west on
a ‘blue sky’ day. Over the next hour, 50 odd pilots took
the opportunity to start their flights from the west
launch, but the wind was steadily increasing – it was
the first time I’ve ever seen the new hot comp ship,
a R10, go vertical and backwards in the compression
immediately above take-off. As usual novices took a
little encouragement to do the right thing. Some tried
flying the compression low, not pushing forward into
the clean air and/or taking their hands hands off the
brakes to fiddle with their harnesses. Most of the pilots
in the air headed towards Hall’s Creek to the south-east
and beyond. With ground speeds reported in the high
70km/h over terrain, it was decided that the conditions
were unsafe for this level of comp and the day was
cancelled. The wind remained strong through to the
evening. The happy pilots that had gone XC reported
flights of 30 to 80km.
The following day, Saturday, saw an inversion which
slowed the start of the day. The winds had abated
overnight and soon novices were launching and taking
glides and the opportunity of free ‘Basher’ rides back
up the hill. We started on the east launch with its early
morning sun then moved over to the west and south,
at one stage we had flyers off all three launches at
once. The slow climb rate at hill height coupled with the
inversion made it difficult for the novices to get up, most
took minimum distance. The best distance of the day
was by advanced Swiss pilot, Simon Stuber, with 65km
and points. Best on handicap was the novice flyer Adam
Carrey, who flew 40km and gained 120 points.
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Time to fly

It’s getting windy

Blue sky flying
Photos:
SKYSAILOR
James Thompson
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Winner Adam Carrey
Cu’s are popping…

Sunday was our best day of flying with more unstable conditions and low winds. Pilots had already
started taking off at 11 o’clock. One of those beautiful
Manilla skies had set up: puffy cu’s with a few columns
showing instability. There was large development over
Mt Kaputar to the north and the ranges to the east.
Today we started on the north-east launch with the
house thermals popping, a cu cycled a few times then
grew into a big fat cloud over the hill. While tricky at hill
height, the pilots found good lift above the hill and we
soon had three separate gaggles flirting with the grey
room. The early gaggle headed south-west towards
Carol Gap, splitting the air spaces between Tamworth
and Gunnedah. The next gaggle headed out to the west,
looking to split the airspace between Gunnedah and
Narrabri at the Boggabri Gap.
The next group decided to head off north with
Godfrey Wenness, flying 68km into the upper Horton
Valley after his novices had landed, scattered all the way
from launch to Barraba. Another group of pilots must

have liked the direction they took the day before and
landed at Halls Creek to the south-east.
On launch, no matter how much I suggested getting
off while there was lift, some pilots waited for ‘better’
conditions. Soon the cu grew and over-clouded Mt Borah.
A few of the advance pilots took off and flew out to the
edge of the shadow and got up. The remaining 30 pilots
waited and ended up moving across to the west launch
to wait for the cloud to dissipate. A few hours later more
gaggles headed out across country, but so late on a
short autumn day saw them only get 30km or so.
The best flight of the day was Toni Skerrett with
73km. Best on handicap was again Adam Carrey, this
time flying 65km for 195 points and winner of the State
of Origin competition with a total of 315 points.
The winners were:
➲➲ Best on Handicap, Adam Carrey with 315 points
(1st place)
➲➲ Best Female, Best Advanced-rated Pilot, Kai
Roberson 208 points (5th place)

State winners ‘World Barbarians’, captained by Kai Roberson

➲➲ Best Intermediate-rated Pilot, Craig Dunn,
226.5 points (3rd place)
➲➲ Best Total Distance, Simon Studer, 134km
(21st place)
➲➲ Best Crew, Crane Toad Express, Crew Chief Brandon
O'Donnell, Andrew Dobinson, Matthew Cage,
Jay Vincent & Craig Dunn with 756 points
➲➲ And best State of Origin first-timers were the
World Barbarians with an average of 119 points.
This is my eigth year of running the SoO and this was
the largest yet, with 191 pilots registered but ‘only’ 147
pilots flying all three days of the competition. I was only
three off from the 150 pilots that flew the Worlds in
2007. Including hang gliders and free flyers I had nearly
200 pilots flying the hill over the duration of the comp.
It is only with support that this competition happens, especially that from the people of Manilla and
the flying community, including Manilla Paragliding,
PoliGlide, Paragliding Queensland and the NSW Hang
Gliding and Paragliding Association, and of course the
great support from all the pilots in the competition.
For next year, I’ve already placed an order for good
flying weather. Can we see 160 pilots at next year’s
competition and make it the largest competition held
in Australia?

…and everyone lines up to launch
8
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Aussie
vs
Kiwi

Thomas Dahmen – Slammin’ down another kick stick

by Brett Coupland
NSW Sky Hawks & Pico Club

‘JJ’, John Jablonskis, workin’ hard
Photo: Mark Campbell of Action Photography

Ahhh, the fresh smell of pristine dairy country,
offset by the full bodied aroma of freshly burnt
two-stroke. Personally, I prefer Motul… TTS is just
a little bit hard on the back of the palate.

Poobah – Calling the shots…

Tom Lynch – Almost on the money

Photo: Mark Campbell of Action Photography

Photo: John Glassford

J

aspers Brush airfield is a two-hour drive south of Sydney, just outside the town of Nowra.
Essentially it is a large flat coastal plain with a 2000ft coastal escarpment to the west and
10 km long beaches to the east. The event was held in April, over the Easter long weekend.
Thursday was the arrival and warm-up day. During the day there was a slow trickle of
competitors turning up and taking advantage of the conditions by getting into the air and
familiarising themselves with the terrain.
Unfortunately, numbers were not as high as expected, due to the earthquake in Christchurch.
Dave Dennis of Parapro in Christchurch, has been the driving force behind the growth of PPG in
New Zealand. The earthquake affected a large number of the Kiwi contingent, in many ways. From the destruction of houses, to loss of income
due to businesses disappearing. In
Dave’s case the closure of all airspace in the area dramatically reduced his earning capabilities. Christchurch
has some of the most spectacular flying in the world.
The airspace is now open again and I encourage you all
to go fly there, but I digress… back to the event.
Twenty-eight pilots registered, two pilots representing New Zealand and 26 representing Australia.
The trophies up for grabs were the ‘ANZAC Trophy’,
‘Australian Champion’ (foot launched) and ‘Australian
Champion’ (wheel based), both with two runners-up.

Top to bottom:
Brett Paull – Grass skiing
Chris Allen – Practicing for the Clover Leaf
Dale Huggard – Pushin’ everything
Grant Cassar – ‘Big Dog’ happy as Larry…
Steve Marshall – Lining up

Photos: Mark Campbell of Action Photography

Chris Allen warming up
10 SKYSAILOR
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Dale August
Huggard
– Touchdown
| September
2011

SKYSAILOR

11

Mark Cross – Pushin’ the Quad Dog to it’s limits

The ANZAC Trophy is awarded by adding up all the
scores of the team with the smallest number of pilots
and comparing that with the equivalent number of best
pilots’ scores from the largest team. In this case, the

two Kiwi pilots’ scores and the best two Australian
pilots’ scores.
Friday 6:30am was the first task briefing and with
the threat of inclement weather, we wanted to get as

Some of the gang
12 SKYSAILOR

Another day done and dusted
Photo: Mark Campbell of Action Photography

1. T he NSW State Association NSWHGPA for contributed funds to help provide amenities for all competitors, marshals, ground crew and spectators.
2. Andrew Campbell, Liz Daldy, Cory Jeacocke, pilots
and club members of Jaspers Brush airfield and the
SCRFC, for being so accommodating of our needs.
3. Peter Clark, (Squadron Leader & Flight Commander
of Albatross Airbase) for his consideration and
assistance in catering for our airspace requirements. This extends to all military personnel involved.
4. John Olliff, Trene and Millicent at the HGFA for providing information and making arrangements when
and where necessary.

Photo: John Glassford

Tony Sandeburg – Ball Balancing

many tasks in as possible. First was the ‘Economy Race’.
The Economy Race was six laps of a 9km circuit. On the
upwind leg of each circuit, the pilot had to kick one
of five kick sticks spread out across the launch field.
If they missed a kick stick, that circuit did not count
and had to be repeated. Thus a 54km run could turn
into 63km or 72km or 81km… Fuel loading was of paramount importance.
Each pilot’s fuelled motor was weighed prior to
launch and then after completing their six (or more)
laps and landing, it was immediately re-weighed to
determine their fuel usage. The least amount of fuel
used, gained the most points. At this stage Chris Allen
and Steve Marshal had put the Kiwis nose in front.
Day Two, Saturday dawned. It had rained heavily
overnight, however, by morning it had cleared and blue
sky was on the way. We combined a number of tasks,
including the Launch task, the Ball Carry, Bomb Drop and
Spot Landing. All pilots successfully completed the tasks
and with the help of Dale Huggard and a very determined
Grant Cassar, the Aussies had clawed back the Kiwis
lead. Strong winds stopped any further tasks that day.
Day Three, Sunday, brought clear blue skies and light
winds. The first task for the day was the Clover Leaf.
This one sorted the men from the boys. All competitors
successfully completed the task without any accidents
or damage to themselves. After a lunch break, we headed back into a combination of tasks that included the
Fast/Slow Run, the Beam Walk and Kick Sticks.
This turned out to be the last flyable day as wet
weather arrived on Monday morning.
At the event dinner awards were presented to:
➲➲ Chris Allen – Australian Foot Launched Champion
➲➲ Grant Cassar – Australian Foot Launched
1st Runner-up
➲➲ Dale Huggard – Australian Foot Launched
2nd Runner-up
➲➲ Mark Cross – Australia Wheel Based Champion
➲➲ John Jablonskis – Australian Wheel Based
1st Runner-up
➲➲ Evan Child – Australian Wheel Based 2nd Runner-up
Chris Allen and Steve Marshall flew for New Zealand
and accumulated a total of 11,761 points. The best two
Australian scores were Grant Cassar and Dale Huggard’s,
totalling 11,980 points and just bringing the ANZAC
Trophy to Aussie shores.
I would like to thank all those who participated
in the event and all those who helped make it a success.
In particular the following:
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5. J ohn Warner for providing the weighing machine and
assisting with marshalling the various tasks.
6. Helen and Adrian Clark of Hel’s Bells Embroidery for
the excellent championship jackets.
7. Mark Campbell of Action Pictures Event Photography
for all the great shots taken at the event.
8. John Jablonskis for creating and making the air-filled
turnpoint markers.
9. Ben Darke of Kangook, Lee Scott of High Adventure
and Andrew Polidano of Poliglide, for various giveaway prizes.

10. An extra special hot pink THANK YOU to Vicky
Huggard, Helen Clark and Prue Allen for cleaning up
after all those loud, rude and obnoxious men…
This was great event to be part of with everyone
having a great time and leaving with an ‘ear to ear’
grin. Yes, there was equipment carnage, including my
own imploding cage, followed by exploding prop…
Bugger! Although, the only injury I suffered was a sore
diaphragm from laughing so much. It took a good couple
of weeks before I could laugh again without feeling pain.
I look forward to next year’s event. Until then:
Fly safe and regards to all!

Photo: John Glassford
Evan Child,
3rd Wheel Based
August | September 2011

John Jablonskis,
2nd Wheel Based

Dale Huggard,
3rd Foot Launched

Chris Allen,
1st Foot Launched

Grant Cassar,
2nd Foot Launched

Mark Cross,
1st Wheel Based
SKYSAILOR
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Your worst flying experience?

When I first got a comp wing a Sol Tracer, I thought I was
superman, I was taking lots of risks, flying in conditions
that were not suitable, I had a crash at Blackheath
landing back at the oval in town. I had a big collapse
and crashed, it was a big wake up call. I was very lucky
I walked away from it.

Paragliding World Championship 2011

The Australian Team

Your biggest mistake?

Having a competitive mind, you put yourself in dangerous situations. You need to be aware of the risks and not
allow yourself to get into these situations.

What advice do you have for up and coming
competition pilots?

Just go out and have fun, practice, fly with good pilots.
It’s a fascinating sport, so enjoy it.

Who do you admire most in the sport?

Che Golus (ha ha), Brian Webb, Fred Gungl, Andrew
Horchner and some of the X-Alps pilots like Chrigel
Maurer and Alex Hofer.

If you are not flying or working, what would
you be doing?

Above and opposite page: Felipe in Corryong

by Che Golus
First published online at <paratothepeople.com>

Felipe Rezende

My good friend James Lawson first introduced me to
Felipe when he was an upcoming competition pilot in
the Australian competition scene a few years ago now.
Felipe was already showing a lot of promise then and
was quickly improving his competitive flying skills. A win
at the Bright Open AAA in 2010, and his 1st place on the
current World Championship selection ladder has proven
that he has truly become one of the best competitive
pilots in Australia. I caught up with Felipe and asked him
a few questions in the relaxed atmosphere of Manilla
during the 2011 State of Origin competition.

Name: Felipe Rezende
Age: 34, born in Natal, Brazil

Where did you learn to fly and how regularly
do you fly these days?

I learned in Natal. When I was 22 I went to spend a year
in California, in San Diego. I was surfing a lot under the
cliffs of Torrey Pines and found myself always looking
at the gliders in the sky, so when I got home to Natal
I learnt to fly, actually hang gliders at first and then
moved to paragliding.
Paragliding for me started really slow, it was a
secondary activity for me. Over the last 3-4 years I have
been flying more and more, especially the last couple
of years I have dedicated a lot of time to paragliding
and have been doing a lot of comps. I fly on the coast
regularly, but mainly inland just during competitions and
sometimes at Manilla during the season.

Occupation/Job:

What does representing Australia at the World
I am an architect, but I don’t work as an architect. I work championships mean to you?
in Sydney in my own surfboard factory, Flow Surfboards,
which I have been doing for the last six years. It gives
me time to follow the competitions and travel overseas
during the Australian winter.

How long have you been flying
and how many hours do you have?

I have been flying since late 2000, so 10 years. I have
between 650 to 800 hours.

14 SKYSAILOR

I remember when I started flying, the guys in the team
were like gods for me, I thought they were amazing. All
of a sudden I am there in the team, it is such an honour.

What are your past achievements and personal
goals for the next few seasons?

My current rankings are 1st place in 2010 Bright Open,
my place on the Australian Team for Piedrahita and 26th
in the 2010 PWC in Portugal. Last year was my first year
flying in Europe and I think I learnt a lot.

I would like to do well internationally, like a podium
position, I think its doable.

What equipment do you use and who are
your sponsors?

Last season I got sponsorship from Sol, I have been flying
the TR2 2010, at the worlds I will be flying the TR2
2011. I use an Advance Impress harness, and Flymaster
and Compeo instruments. Sol Paragliders and Central
Coast Paragliding are my current sponsors.

Photo: Che Golus

Surfing! I live on the coast and I feel like surfing is like
paragliding, it’s about the connection with nature. Sometimes you just have those classic days that just appear.

Ivan Anissimov

Ivan has gained some notoriety in the competition
community for his informative safety seminars. A skilled
XC and competition pilot, Ivan was the winner of the
2011 XC Camp in Manilla. When I asked Ivan if he would
do an interview, he wanted to know how serious he
had to be, I said only as serious as you think people
should take you. I did not manage to catch up with Ivan
in Manilla over Easter when we discussed the interview
so instead we had to do it via email. These are Ivan's
answers to paragliding’s not so big questions.

Name: Ivan
Anissimov
Age: Born in
1963, getting
older every day

Why do you compete?

It’s hard to explain, but I have a desire to win and be
the best, but paragliding competition is very social, you
see all your friends and its great to relate to your fellow
pilots about the thing that you love.

Which is your favourite flying site in Australia
and the world?

Manilla and Corryong. Castello and GV in Brazil. Manilla
is the number one flying site for me.

Your most memorable flight?

I flew 200km here in Manilla, I was not really prepared,
I took off after 12pm flew for eight hours and landed after
sunset, it was the XC Open in 2008 I think. Kari Castle
broke the Australian tandem record on the same day.

What does representing Australia at the World
championships mean to you?

It is a hard one, I could talk a long time. In short: a lot! I’ll
do the best I can.

What are your past achievements and personal
goals for the next few seasons?

I have won a few small comps. I am not sure about
my rankings, they change more often than I get to
the computer. My personal goal is to quit working and
learn to fly.

Why do you compete?

It is fun and it is the best way to learn.

What equipment do you use and who are
your sponsors?

Since 1994, it must be a couple of thousand.

I have to sell my Advance Lightness harness which
I am flying now (it is not certified for use at the World
championships). I will probably go back to my old Woody
Valley X-rated 3, thanks to Matt Cooper. The Ozone
R10.2 I am flying at the moment has to be sold as well
(it’s not certified either), I have an Ozone R11 on order.
Looks like I am always using the wrong equipment… but
I love it! My only sponsor is my wife Olga, the kids are
too small still, but I probably will need to ask them too.

Where did you learn to fly and how regularly do
you fly these days?

Which is your favourite flying site in Australia
and the world?

Occupation/Job:
Flying dad, house
renovations.

How long
have you been flying and how many hours
do you have?

I learned in a 30-metre deep erosion in the middle of the
Moscow. These days I fly all the comps I can, plus a few
weekends in between.

That must be the one with good weather, a lot of roads
and fast retrieves. Australian sites are the best for that!

Ivan with a tandem passenger

Your most memorable flight?

I remember most of them, I can't pinpoint only one.
Competition flights are all good, even if they were bad –
as long as I am still alive.

Your worst flying experience?

Standing next to injured friend, waiting for a helicopter.

Your biggest mistake?

So far it was buying and using a reserve sized for
dropping drugs (not very big, in case you are wondering).

What advice do you have for up and coming
competition pilots?

Pick the right equipment, fly more and ask more questions. I can talk for hours, if anyone can listen, as long as
they have signed my disclaimer.

Who do you admire most in the sport?

Most of the pilots deserve my admiration for one or
many reasons. We are a very admirable bunch of people!

If you are not flying or working, what would
you be doing?
Playing Xbox with my kids of course!

August | September 2011
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Name: Geoff Wong
Age: 42
Occupation/Job:

Software developer.

How long have you been flying and how many
hours do you have?
Over 10 years and around 1650 hours.

Where did you learn and how regularly
do you fly these days?

I learned with Alpine Paragliding at Mystic, Bright and fly
every flyable weekend, plus six weeks a year in European
and Oz comps.

Your past achievements?
Geoff Wong

Geoff would have to be one of the hardest working pilots
in Australian competition scene. Almost always involved
with some form of competition organisation, Geoff has
single handedly written the Airscore online software
that has been adopted by all the major competitions in
Australia and also hosts the HGFA paragliding ladders
on his site. Beyond this he is dedicated to XC and
competition flying and is always up there in the AAA
and online XC contests. Geoff is an analytical pilot and
almost a polar opposite to a pilot like Felipe, giving us
great depth in the team.

Best comp result 2nd at Bright Open 2010. Current
rankings: 181 on WPRS, 8 on Oz National ladder.

Which is your favourite site in Australia,
the world?

Corryong here, great blend of mountains and flat terrain,
beautiful views and amazing flying. Otherwise: Laragne
in southern France. Open flying in any direction for
100km with some big mountains, great hitching when
you land and the laid-back attitude of southern France.

Your most memorable flight?

Flying with Gavin Zahner off Aguille du Midi (Mont Blanc)
in France on 30 June 2006. Enda Murphy was also with
us, but saw where we had to walk down to get to launch

and with a simple "Fook this!" headed back down via the
telecabin. A completely crazy day, walked/scrambled
down to launch without ice-axe or crampons, launched
in nil wind off the snow, flew up the valley. Eventually
crossed and picked up a 16m/s (!) thermal under a big
cloud, I left that pretty quickly. Headed towards Morzine,
but ended up having to land flying backwards in the
kicking valley breeze. Thankfully, Murph had picked up
the car and collected me a few minutes after I landed.

Your past
achievements?

Your best competition flight?

I’m proud to be representing Australia. Being there and participating is the main thing for me – good
results would be great, too.

Task 4, Canungra Cup 2010. After climbing out from low
above the landing paddock at Tambo I was able to get
a great run around the task and win by nine minutes!

Why do you compete?

Your worst flying experience?

My first XC to Harrietville – I still remember that!

Trying to take on Mystic on a westerly day with a demo
glider. Which I ended up owning as a result.

If you are not flying or working, what would
you be doing?
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Currently flying an Ozone Mantra 4 and I have support from Gavin at Onesmallplanet
(Thanks, Gav), Andrew Polidano and others (Ted, Fred, Phil) who have helped out with
bits and pieces in the past, thank you.

Your biggest mistake?

Brian Webb, for the time and effort he's put into developing the sport and pilots. I hope I'm still flying as
competitively with as much fire as he does when I reach
his current age!

Developing software (for fun, really!), cycling, kite-surfing, skating, gaming or sleeping.

Name: Antje Daehler
Age: 39

What equipment do you use and do you have any sponsors?

Your favourite site in Australia, the world?

Who do you admire most in the sport?

Antje was tricky to track down, and managed to fit in the
interview questions somewhere between New Zealand,
Melbourne and Germany. Antje is very focussed on safe
and fun flying which is nice to see, as the fun aspect is
often forgotten in the male dominated, ego-driven side
of XC competition. Antje is also a very determined pilot
from what I have observed and surprised me a lot in 2008
with her acro and SIV skills when we attended a course
in Switzerland with a few members of the Aussie squad.

Antje flying in the flatlands

Your personal goals?

Trying to outrun a fast developing thunderstorm during
a Canungra Cup with a ground speed of 10km on full bar,
then getting a big collapse and cravat, I lost enough
height clearing it to then drop into the gust front
of the storm, needless to say my ground speed was
significantly faster.

Learn from as many other pilots as you can, and if
you don't back your own judgement you'll never learn.
Fly a lot.

Antje Daehler

What does representing Australia
at the World
Championships
mean to you?

Staying safe and having fun with the flying.

It's the best way to improve your flying. When you fly
with other top pilots it's clearly demonstrated what
others can do with nylon and string, and it also leads you
to fly in some of the most amazing places in the world!

What advice do you have for up and coming
competition pilots?

Geoff in Canungra

Latest: Little black duck
award in Manilla.

Bright will always be the home of my flying. Corryong is like Bright on a bigger
scale and somewhere I’m looking forward to flying more. Overseas, Grindelwald
is spectacularly beautiful and Laragne-Monteglin in France has great flying and is
beautiful – I’d love to spent some more time there.

Your most memorable flight?

Your best competition flight?

Hmm, not sure. Maybe 139km from Piedrahita? Or that time in Canungra when I sailed
over everybody’s head on the sea-breeze convergence?

Why do you compete?

The best thing for me about competitions is the organised retrieves – it takes so
much stress out of flying not to have to worry about how to get back. I also love the
social side of the competitions – flying with lots of friends and meeting them again
all over the world.

Your worst flying experience?

Sitting in Manilla in the rain for weeks (or what seemed like weeks).

Your biggest mistake?

Misjudging my glide out at Mt Tamborine and landing in a tree – and then being stupid
enough to tell the press my real name when they arrived!

What advice do you have for up and coming competition pilots?

Fly lots, and fly competitions – entry level comps like the Mystic Cup are a fantastic
training ground. Don’t fly wings you are not ready for.

Occupation/Job:

R&D Project Manager in the Biotech Industry.

Where did you learn, how long have you
been flying and how many hours do you have?

I learned in Bright, 11 years ago and now have just over
1000 hours.

How regularly do you fly these days?

Whenever I can, which in good years is every weekend,
and this year seems to be once a month!

August | September 2011

Who do you admire most in the sport?

Ron McKenzie for being a fantastic pilot without being too caught up in it – Ron will
be happy and smiling after the flight, whether he got to goal or bombed out, and
even if the day turned out not to be flyable. And he’s great fun to hang out with.
Something to aspire to.

If you are not flying or working, what would
you be doing?

Currently trying to learn kitesurfing – it’s harder than I thought!

Good luck to you all in Spain!
August | September 2011
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Hang Gliding World Championship 2011

Monte Cucco, Italy

mate Karl had the idea to learn.
It sounded like fun so we booked
in for the course. At the time I
thought I was going on a 12day road trip to Victoria with the
excitment of learning something
new. But after my first high glide,
I new this was the sport for me!

Where do you live/fly?

I live in Canberra, which for this
sport is an awesome area to be.
We have a active keen bunch of
local pilots who enjoy a handful of
great flying sites all within a an hour’s drive.

Len Paton

Trent Brown

I’m fortunate to fly a fully optioned Moyes RS4. It’s a top
of the line racing glider and very sweet to fly!

the wind to drop. The next day I was running down the
training slope.
Hang gliding is the most pure form of flight possible
to man.

What are your aspirations?

Where do you live/grow up?

2005 and focused on racking up as much airtime as
possible.
Towing from my parents property at Grenfell, I rapidly
accumulate inland flying experience. This persistence
was rewarded with numerous XC flights and ‘Floater’
class competition wins in my Moyes Sonic 165 a few
months after being signed off.

What gear do you use?

Team
Australia

Flocky

The 18th FAI World Hang Gliding Championship
2011 will have run from 16 to 30 July by the
time you read this. Australia was represented by
Steve Blenkinsop Trent Brown, Jonny Durand Jr,
Rod Flockhart, Dave May and Len Paton. Here’s
some pre-competition interviews with the team
members and we wish our Aussie team good luck
– let’s kick some butt boys!
by Vicki Cain
Rod Flockhart ‘Flocky’
How long you’ve been flying?

I have been flying for over 20 years and still have
a passion for flight or, as my wife Suellen says, an
‘obsession’, especially for competition. It just has to be
the most fun a pilot can have in the air on an even ‘GPS’
playing field.

What got you into flying?

I was fascinated by flight when my late grandmother,
Beth Flockhart, gave me an ‘Aeroflight Stratos’ hand
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launched balsawood glider when I was 11 years old – a
few years later I was the Australian junior two-metre
glider champion.

Where do you live/grow up?

I grew up in Camden, NSW, and moved to Queensland for
work in ’95.

Who taught you to fly?

I had a brief but painful start to hang gliding, thinking
I could teach myself, until Bruce Barcham taught me to

My aspirations for the sport are to keep progressing, and
hopefully that will lead to a spot on the Aussie team to
fly at the World titles in Forbes in 2013.
Away from the comp scene I want to have many more
memorable flights with my close flying friends. Including
a big XC flight from my favourite local site, Lake George.
Lake George already has a World distance record for
a foot launched flight, but I would be stoked with little
500km stroll out past Hay.

How did you achieve your dream of representing
your country in hang gliding?

I am a domestic airline pilot in Australia, but on my days
off I feel the need, the need for my Moyes Litespeed.

A good start was my passion for this amazing sport.
I think if you enjoy something as much as I enjoy
hang gliding, it’s only a matter of time before you get
good at it. And you need to be on the best gear, so I’m
very grateful to have received exactly that from the
Moyes team.
I’ve also been lucky to fly and hang out with friends
like World No 1, Jonny Durand, and a mentor of mine,
Curt Warren, who are both willing to share their expert
knowledge and advice.

Your competition results/achievements?

Your advice for other pilots?

fly at Rylstone. Oh, and I almost forgot Bill ‘Stripe me
pink’ Moyes taught me to fly the Dragonfly as well.

What do you do for a job?

My various aviation achievements include: Australian
National Skyracing Champion, Queensland Aerobatic
Champion, CASA approved test pilot and air show pilot.
Well, after six years of trying, I finally get a gig on
the Aussie team, yeehar!

The best way to accelerate your learning and skill level
is to fly in comps. Apart from that, just get out there
and have fun.

Len Paton
How long you’ve
been flying?

Dave May
How Long have you been flying?

25 years.

Eight years.

Where did you learn to hang glide?

With Rohan Holtkamp at Dynamic Flight.

What got you into hang gliding?

When I was a kid I saw some old footage from the
early 70’s of my Dad and his brothers flying Rogallo
wings off sand dunes on the south coast. I guess
that planted the seed. But it wasn’t until I was 25 my
August | September 2011

What got you into
hang gliding?

I had tried almost all
other forms of aviation.
On a cold cloudy windy
day in the middle of
winter ’86, I was inspired by the accounts of XC flying
by a small group of hardcore South Australian pilots
huddled in a farmhouse waiting for the cloud to lift and
August | September 2011

I’m based at Forbes; born in northern NSW plains and
grew up in the central Queensland highlands.

What do you do for a job?

What equipment do you fly?

Kev Cowie, in the mid-north of South Australia, on sites
like the Hummocks, Lochiel Ridge, Illawarra, Barn Hill.
I received early mentoring by keen SA XC pilots –
Gary Fimeri, Paul Kelly, Col & Sue Hansen, Andy Watson,
George Kambas.

I progressed through several high performance gliders
before returning to Moyes with the creation of the
Litespeed RS. I currently compete in an RS3.5, this glider
perfectly matches my flying style. The additional span
and higher aspect ratio of the RS provides me with
exceptional thermalling performance and glide.
The addition of a Moyes Matrix Race harness has
seen my flying hit a new level with some solid results
in the past year.

What equipment do you fly?

Your competition results?

I’m a veterinarian.

Who taught you to fly?

A Litespeed RS4 with an early Moyes Matrix harness,
Bräuniger GPS Comp, UVEX helmet (a Steve Moyes looka-like).

Your competition results?

I’ve been flying comps since ’87 – initially struggling to
stay off the bottom of the last page of score results. My
highlight was contributing to the Team Gold medal at the
FAI World Championships in Hay, 2005.

Your aspirations?

In the short term: A worthwhile contribution to the
Australian team at Monte Cucco.
Longer term: Enjoying the hang gliding community,
my extended family, for many more years.

Second place, Dalby Big Air 2010
Fourth place, Dutch Open 2010
Second place, Canungra Classic 2010
Seventh plac,e Forbes Craig Worth Open 2011
Third place, Forbes Steve Hocking Challenge 2011

Where do you live/grow up?

I now reside in Canberra, surrounded by excellent flying sites providing flying opportunities in a variety of
conditions. Coupled with the enthusiastic flying community in the region, Canberra is an excellent feeding
ground for aspiring Aussie team members and record
chasers alike.
You can keep up with my news via [www.thebomb
out.com] or twitter <@flyingtrent>.

Trent Brown
Where do you live/grow up?

I grew up on a property near
the flying Mecca of Forbes. My
fascination with flight inevitably
lead to an obsession with hang
gliding.

Who taught you to fly?

I graduated from Tove and Grant
Heaney’s hang gliding school in

SKYSAILOR

19

Steve at Forbes, 2011

Who taught you to fly?
Trent Brown, Jonny Durand and Carl Wallbank (UK)

Self taught.

Jon Durand Jr

What equipment do you fly?

An RS3.5 with a Matrix Race harness, Icaro 4 Fight LT Jet
and a Bräuniger Compeo Plus.

What got you into flying?

My father was flying and I used to travel around with
him when I was young. I loved watching them fly and
when I was at school I could watch them flying from my
window from my home site in Beechmont.

Where do you live/grow up?

Your competition results?
Steve launches from Monte Cucco

I live in Beechmont, Queensland, and was born and bred
there. I learnt to fly there when I was 15 and currently
hold the Australian distance record of 518km from
this site.

What equipment do you fly?

How long you’ve been flying?

Your competition results?

15 years and over 4000 hours. I now travel the world,
flying and representing the best hang gliding company
in the world. It’s a hard job, but someone has to do it.

Who taught you to fly?

I had lots of pilots help me over the years, but my main
instructor was Phil Pritchard. I learnt in two days while
my parents were away in Sydney and had already had my
first high glide when they returned home Sunday night.

A Moyes Litespeed RS3.5, Moyes Matrix Race harness,
Lubin open face helmet, Flytec 4030 Race, Garmin 76cs,
Flytec 6030, Icom IC 40S( UHF) and Icom V8 (2m) radio.
Too many to list here, but I was ranked number one in
2010 WPRS and have been Australian Champion for the
last eight or nine years and have won eight from my last
nine competitions entered this year.

What are your aspirations?

To achieve the title of World Champion this year in Italy.

Steve Blenkinsop
How long you’ve been flying?
34 years.

What got you into flying?

First big result was winning the 1982 Nationals at Mt
Buffalo, World championships flown in 1985, ’89, ’91,
’95, ’09 with a best of fifth place in Fiesch, Switzerland.
Notable wins or placings in France, Hungary, Austria,
Japan, Mexico and UK, amongst others. Wins in Australia
at Parkes Flatlands, Eungella and Birchip. Recent results
include Bogong ’09 third place, Dalby ’09 third place,
Gulgong ’10 second place, Canungra ’10 third place,
Forbes ’11 fourth place.

And your aspirations?

Steve flying away from a cunimb on Pic du Burre

Team Gold in a Worlds and to get back into the World
top 10 ranking.
I always love getting back into racing in international
comps after a break.

A friend rang up and said he had done a hang gliding
course, did I want to have a go?

Where do you live/grow up?
Adelaide, South Australia.

What do you do for a job?

I teach Physics in a High School.

Rogallo memories, Steve Blenkinsop

Steve Blenkinsop, Jonny and Alex Blenkinsop at the pre-worlds last year

Cameron T and Steve B in Ager
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Fly,

T

he Hinterlands Drifter Tour will be a guided hang
gliding tour providing advanced instruction and
assistance (I’ll be there 24/7, well actually 24/6)
to a small group of novice to intermediate pilots at a
number of flying sites along the Australia’s east coast
hinterland, from 30 October to 4 November. The route
is loosely planned, to make sure that our crew is at the
right place at the right time, based on forecasts and tips
from local sky junkies.

Travel,

Learn!

How will it work?

by Curt Warren

Curt Warren
Photo: Jonny Durand

Please check the Calendar or visit our website [www.
WarrenWindsports.com.au] for more information and
to book a spot on this tour starting 30 October,
alternatively phone me on 0434 222111.

I’ve been keeping busy lately planning plenty of clinics, comps and events
for the upcoming hang gliding season. Some cost money and some are free,
but all of them are valuable as gold to pilots looking to continue to develop their flying skills. Of all my former students, the ones that have progressed the most appear to be the happiest, and they did it by going out
there and getting right into it. Hang gliding really does pay back. Big time.
Here’s one of the plans that I’ve dreamt up for this season…
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The driver and I will pick you all up at the Gold Coast
airport. Your hang glider will already be on the VW van,
just bring your harness bag, a camera, and a change of
clothes. Show up rested, because we are going pack-in
as much hang gliding as we can, as we slowly make our
way back down to Sydney. To keep it simple, breakfast
and lunch will be covered in the price. At night, we’ll eat,
debrief, and stay at a local pub or motel.
We’ll be looking to fly at some of these classic hang
gliding sites:
➲➲ Canungra, QLD (Gold Coast): There’s two or three
popular flying sites where I would have just flown
in the Canungra Classic.
➲➲ Killarney, QLD (Gold Coast, further inland): This
mountain is HIGH with several launch options at
about 3400ft ASL!
➲➲ Byron Hinterland, NSW: There’s a site there, if it
works out.
➲➲ Laurieton, NSW: Lots of beautiful sites with many
wind options. Plan on this one unless we just can’t
get enough of the fun up north.
➲➲ Hunter Valley, NSW: Don’t forget about the Watagans
National Park.
Each day we’ll look at various routes and flight
strategies, then hit the sky together on radio with our
driver chasing below.
By the end of the journey above, we’ll have enough
‘So there I was’ stories to last us till 2012!
I hope this strikes a chord for some you hangies
out there. On a trip like this, the amount of available
instruction is off the charts. I’ll have an opportunity to
help our crew with so many aspects of advanced hang
gliding (from thermalling and flying XC to programming
your GPS) as we’ll be side-by-side, on the ground and in
the air for six days.
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Steve Whalley climbing out of the tow paddock with Beavo in the Ventura
Photo: Peter Lissenburg

F

Air on a

G-String
The Pros and Cons of Paragliding in an Ultra-lightweight Harness
by Daniel Carlisle

“I bought my first light-weight paragliding harness for use as a tandem
passenger harness and with the idea of
doing more climbing and trekking with
my glider. Before too long, however,
I found myself using the lightweight
system (quickly nicknamed the ‘GString’ or ‘The Thong’ in the UK), for
more and more of my regular sport flying at the local sites.”

lying with these harnesses has always generated a lot of comment and enquiry from other pilots
and spectators, and given the growing popularity
of flying speed wings with mountain harnesses, it got
me thinking that an article might inspire further interest
and discussion on the pros and cons of flying with
alternative harness systems.
Many of the the advantages of lightweight equipment are fairly obvious, particularly on those light wind
days when we’re all sitting on the hill, or on the coast
waiting around for that extra knot or two of sea-breeze
to enable us to stay aloft. Stripping off those extra few
kilos can make quite a lot of difference when the lift to
weight ratio is at the critical end of the scale. Lighter kit
also provides an easier trek up the hill at walk-in sites
and when checking in at airports where excess baggage
charges are at the forefront of your mind.
With the harness representing a substantial portion
of a paragliding kit, lightweight systems can massively
reduce the volume and mass of your pack.
Some of the other advantages of flying with a
lightweight harness are a little more subtle. Harnesses
without rigid seat plates or additional back protection,
in general, tend to hug and conform to the pilot’s body
a little more than conventional systems. This can give
a greater sense of contact with the glider, which can
be a great way of gaining a feel for the pitch, bank
and yaw characteristics of your glider. For me, there is
also a tendency to wear fewer or no instruments with
the lightweight harness, which can allow me to focus
a little more on body position and apply my senses a
little more than when flying in my other, more kitted
out, harnesses.
Some of the disadvantages of flying with a stripped
down harness are pretty obvious too. Often with a
complete lack of any back protection and/or reserve
system, there is not a lot between the pilot and the
ground if things go wrong.
Many lightweight harnesses do not have as sophisticated a cross-bracing system as modern harnesses
designed for a variety of flying styles and conditions.
The split leg systems found on a lot of lightweight,
mountain and speed wing systems can provide fantastic weight-shift response, however, there is a slightly
increased risk of the harness locking out in either
weight-shifted extreme, particularly in turbulent
conditions or unstable flight.
The absence of a seat plate can also mean that
leg straps and other webbing do tend dig in after a
while, further lending to the G-String-like reputation
and the possible unsuitability of some lightweight
systems for XC and longer duration flights. The added
thermal insulation offered by back protection and larger
harnesses can be missed during these flights, especially
when flying in colder conditions or at altitude. For these
reasons I personally reserve the use of the G-String
harness for easy ridge soaring in light conditions, on
sites which are well known with plenty of easy landing
options, or for speed flying or low level dune hooning
styles of flying where reserve and rescue systems are
of little use.

Checking in on the neighbours at Warriewood Beach, NSW
Photo: Daniel Carlisle

Another consideration is that whenever dramatically changing your take-off weight, some attention should
always be paid to wing loading and specifically stall
speed. There is more than a seven kilograms difference
between my lightweight and XC harnesses. In my case,
this represents over 6% of my take-off weight.
Although this doesn’t sound like a lot, it does equate
to an overall, proportionate reduction in stall speed.
This is most relevant in situations where a pilot
might be using a lightweight harness in lighter conditions when scratching, flying deeper in the brakes,
where there is a slight increase in the likelihood of
spinning or stalling the glider.
As always, the lower a pilot is in the weight range of
their particular glider, the greater this risk becomes and
the more consideration should be given when flying with
alternate harnesses.
Many of these harnesses are designed specifically
for use with speed wings where the wing loadings are

far higher than those of a conventional paraglider and
thus the massive decrease in take-off weight provided
by a light harness is insubstantial.
As with any aspect of our sport, safety is of
course always the first priority and it is every pilot’s
responsibility to match their equipment with their level
of experience and style of flying.
This article is in no way meant to represent any form
of authoritative document on any aspect of paragliding
or the use of any particular types or brands of equipment.
The intention, as always, is only in hoping to
stimulate further discussion among pilots as newer
materials, equipment and flying disciplines emerge.
With all of this said; in my opinion, when it comes
to the rawest sensation of flying, there definitely is
something to be said for being able to pare everything
down to it’s most basic essentials and run off a hill,
less encumbered with gadgets and equipment, and
just focus on the pure joy of flight.

Hanging high in the G-string harness at Cook Terrace, NSW
Photos: Phil Knight
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Safety Notes:

Lightweight Paragliding Harnesses
by Phil Hystek – CFI Paragliding Queensland

It’s so important to have the right launch style when flying lightweight harnesses

B

ack in the early days of paragliding, the standard
for harnesses was a plywood seat and a couple
of straps. Over the years, harnesses have gotten
bigger and heavier, but there has been a move over
recent years to go back to the ‘simple’ days of light gear.
Subsequently the modern ‘ultra-light’ harnesses
were developed. Many pilots, including myself, use them
because of their miniscule weight, low bulk, portability
and simplicity. They come in a variety of styles, ranging
from the ultra-light under 350g versions, consisting
of nothing more than a couple of super-thin webbing
straps and a bit of cloth, up to more substantial and
comfortable models. Some manufacturers have even
gone to the extent of doing away with buckles in order
to pair the weight back to the absolute minimum. Most
of these harnesses have a ‘split leg’ (no base board)
system, while a few ultra-light harnesses have a carbon
fibre base board for extra comfort. What they all have in
common is the absence of any back protection.

Pros and Cons

In response to Daniel Carlisle’s article on the
‘G-string’ or ’Nappy’ harnesses, I would like to
add a few comments and safety considerations.
28 SKYSAILOR

August | September 2011

Pilots who fly with this type of harness need to be aware
of the risks they are taking. Effective harness back
protection was developed in the mid-90s as a direct
response to the high number serious spinal injuries. The
seated flying position while paragliding puts the pilot’s
lower spine as the closest thing to the ground and it
takes a very short drop onto an unprotected backside to
cause serious spinal damage.
To appreciate how vulnerable your spine is to even
the smallest direct impact consider this: Stand on a
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kitchen bench and see whether you would be happy to
jump off and land on your butt on the hard floor. I’m sure
most sensible pilots would realise that a fall like this
would result in almost certain spinal injury, and that fall
is probably less than one metre! Consider therefore the
consequences of hitting the ground from more than that
height, which is quite probable if you crash while flying
with one of these harnesses.
As Daniel points out a lot of speed flying and ‘dune
gooning’ pilots use this type of harness. Both of these
types of flying involve flying as close to the terrain as
possible, which is exactly where some degree of back
protection is highly advisable. When flying close to
the terrain, the chance of impacting terra firma with
enough speed to do serious spinal damage is a distinct
probability.
However, the problem isn’t limited to crashing while
flying. Way too many pilots have the habit of sitting
down immediately after launch and staying seated
until the last second before landing. Both of these
practices put the pilot’s spine at serious risk. I recall a
nasty injury a friend of mine suffered while launching
back in the early ’90s, when paragliding harnesses had
little or no back protection. His regular technique was
to sit down directly after getting airborne, but on this
occasion, as soon as he was in the harness he hit some
sink and impacted a large log in the grass directly on his
seat base. The impact was enough to fracture one of
his vertebrae, but not enough to stop the glider from
flying. So there he was gliding to the bomb-out with the
excruciating pain from a compressed vertebrae while

Photos: Sian Price-White

trying to work out how he was going to land. Just the
thought of this makes me shudder and reinforces the
notion that whenever there is a chance of touching down
(whether I’ve got back protection or not), I am well and
truly vertical in the harness.
One great asset of the ‘nappy’ harness is the ease
with which the pilot can get into the ‘lean through’
launch position. If you are keen on flying in a ‘nappy’
harness, you should learn this type of launch technique.
It’ll go a long way towards keeping you out of a chair,
and on two legs.
My final point is that in order to save weight, many
‘nappy’ harnesses don’t come equipped with a safety
strap (the strap from the leg loop to the front strap)
which could be another point of concern if you habitually
do up the front (chest) strap before the leg loops. Sadly,
since the inception of paragliding in Australia, almost
half of the fatalities have been from pilots falling out of
their harnesses. Again, harness manufacturers had to
come up with a fix for this problem and the safety strap
was invented. If you don’t have this feature on your
harness, you’d better follow the system of getting into
your harness which will ensure you don’t need what you
don’t have. Do up the leg loops before the front strap,
undo the front strap before the leg loops.
Having said all this, I still love the simplicity and
freedom of flying in an ultra-light harness. There’s
something to be said for going full circle and arriving
back at the roots of paragliding, albeit with an infinitely
better performing glider.
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The Wrap

Probably the most widespread method amongst experienced pilots. The pilot takes the brakes with the
Standard Grasp, but then wraps the line around the hand
in a clockwise direction, leaving the brake line running
over the index finger, or even the middle finger if a PTT
radio button is being used on the index.
The brake lines are the shortest and the majority of
the load is on the biceps allowing the pilot to control the
wing with small movements that are both more precise
and less tiring than other methods. Once used to this
method, pilots can wrap and unwrap in a fraction of
a second.
The downside is that the lines dig into the hands
and cause discomfort over a long period, especially if
the pilot is on the brakes continually and never letting
the wrap go on glides. The action of them digging in also
reduces blood flow leading to colder hands.
Pros: Least tiring and greatest sensitivity
Cons: Lines cut in over time reducing comfort

The XCFiles

Tips and tuition for paragliding
and hang gliding pilots – from
beginner to expert, there’s something for everyone.

Photos: Bob Drury

from Cross Country magazine [www.xcmag.com]

P

ilots argue long into the night on what’s best and
what’s not, but one thing’s for sure: the method
you adopt early on will almost certainly be the
method you stick with for the rest of your flying career.
Here are the three main methods of holding your brakes.

Standard Grasp

How to Hold
Your Brakes

The way you hold your brakes
has a marked effect on how
you perform in the air
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The most obvious, and consequently the most common
way to hold a brake handle, is to put your fingers
through the loop and grasp it the same way you would
a bike’s handle bars. The simplicity of the standard
grasp means this is how most of us are taught to fly.
Instructors like it as it’s difficult to get wrong and
quick to release. However, the standard grasp has its
drawbacks too. The palms-down position of your hands
means you tax your triceps lots and your biceps, the
strongest muscle in your arm, much less. Do five pull-ups
on a bar with your palms facing out and five with them
facing in and you’ll immediately feel the difference.
You’re also holding the brakes at their longest position, again causing greater fatigue than other methods
and making it harder to effect the precise movements
needed to pilot well. Overall the standard grasp is more
tiring than other methods, so most pilots who fly for any
length of time tend to give it up for one of the other two
common methods.
Pros: Obvious, quick and simplest to release
Cons: Most tiring and least precise

sensitivity to the movements of the air. The position is
the most comfortable of all.
However, passing your hands completely through the
handles exposes you to the risk that you may not be able
to remove them quickly in an emergency. If the handles
are small and the gloves big, it’s not uncommon for
pilots to fail to get their hands out in time and accidents
have been recorded where pilots needing to deploy their
reserves were unable to.
The brake lengths are shorter compared to the Standard
Grasp, but still longer than the Wrap.
Pros: Comfort, less fatigue and increased sensitivity
Cons: Security and brake length

Acro Handles

The demands of the acro scene has seen the emergence
of acro handles, small T-bars that the pilot can grasp in
the same way one holds a pull starter on an outboard
engine. Acro bars allow the pilot to operate on their
biceps with shorter brake travel but without the
discomfort of the Wrap or the risk of jamming a hand
in the handle.
Pros: Comfort and ease of use
Cons: Need to be retro fitted and many pilots still
push their hands through the handles anyway

Hands Through

Pushing your hands through the handle itself and taking
hold of the line above switches the bulk of the effort to
your biceps and consequently is much less tiring than
the Standard Grasp. The other advantage is that you can
run the brake line over your index finger to gain greater
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Test fly the best performing, best handling
and safest DHV2 on the market by calling
High Adventure on 0429 844961
…see why so many are buying the Summit XC2
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Mushing
Flapping

When tight spaces and top landings
leave little room for error, Bob Drury explains
how to get down…

A

handy skill for paraglider pilots to learn is how to
land safely in small spaces. It’s very handy when
the landing space is shorter than your worst
glide path can deal with to avoid overshooting
a small landing in light winds, or when you are forced to
land in a tight spot in the lift band when top landing.
Mushing a paraglider is an advanced and very
sensitive manoeuvre that needs lots of practice, as it
requires keeping the wing hovering on the edge of deep
stall without ever letting it drop into a full stall. This
reduces its forward speed to a minimum and its sink
rate to a maximum. Before you learn to mush, you should
learn to flap.
Flapping requires slowing the wing down with
the brakes then, before it gets to the stall point,
releasing them. As the glider tries to surge forward to
regain its airspeed, you catch it on the brakes and slow it
right down again. As the wing is never allowed to regain

enough airspeed to fly properly again and produce lift,
its sink rate increases with very little forward speed and
you will descend.
Learn to flap by practising this on a windy launch
or ridge soarable slope where your forward speed is
already greatly reduced by the wind speed. Each flap
should take around two to three seconds; shorter flaps
are ineffective and longer ones risk you stalling the wing.
Once you have mastered the art of flapping, you
can take it one step further and learn how to mush
the glider in. Set yourself up so you are hovering with
little or no ground speed, no more than two or three
metres over friendly and landable terrain like grass,
sand, snow or heather. Slow the wing to the point of
stall. Be very careful here as full stalling, even from a
couple of metres, can be disastrous as the wing will
drop backwards and you will crash on your back. Just
as you sense the airflow breaking away from the wing
and it begins to stall, let up the brakes. Not fully, or the
wing will surge and dive, but just enough to let it fly

again. Then repeat. It’s like flapping, but each flap will
take longer and take you closer to the stall point. Done
correctly, you will be able to hold the wing just above the
stall point where it produces no lift and descends almost
vertically to the ground.
Be careful though, because if you apply the brakes
asymmetrically you’ll risk spinning. Apply too much
brake and you’ll stall. Hold the mush too long and you’ll
go parachutal, deep stall and descend quicker than you’d
want to.
To master ‘mushing in’ you need to practise lots,
close to the ground, so that you recognise the approach
of the stall point through the controls alone – remember
you are going to be looking at the terrain you’re about
to land on, not the wing, as this is a manoeuvre that is
only used very close to the ground. The point of stall
is recognised because the brake pressure starts to
drop off.
Mushing in is a highly sensitive manoeuvre and is
very easy to get wrong. It’s not recommended that you
do it more than four metres above the ground. Above
that height, flap or use wingovers to bring yourself
down to an altitude where you can safely mush the
wing in. However, master this very handy manoeuvre
and it may save you from getting injured when you find
yourself committed to a tricky landing.

The XCFiles

Tips and tuition for paragliding
and hang gliding pilots – from
beginner to expert, there’s something for everyone.
from Cross Country magazine [www.xcmag.com]

Rolf Magne Hammer Fredriksen mushes to land on the pontoon during the 2010 Downteam Challenge, Åre, Sweden
Photo: Fredrik Gustafsson
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Events Calendar
August | September
Àger Women’s Open

28 August to 3 September 2011
The competition will start directly after the PG World Cup in
Àger in August 2011. The website [www.agerwomensopen.
com] is now live. You can find details of how to register for
the competition there. We already have some great sponsors
who have offered fantastic prizes for our winners: Flymaster
Avionics, Drift Innovation, Parahawking. The competition in
2010 was a great success and we hope to make this year even
bigger and better, but we need your help! We look forward to
welcoming you in Àger!

November

October
Canungra Hotel HG Classic

22 to 29 October 2011

Come and enjoy Canungra’s first AAA hang gliding competition,
run from and sponsored by the Canungra Hotel. Practice day
will be on the 21 October. Online registration and payments
can be made via the CHGC website. If you have any enquiries
please don’t hesitate to contact competition organiser, Gabor
Sipos, & 0402 826969.

Hinterlands
Drifter Tour

30 October to
4 November 2011

Milbrulong Fly-in

15 to 18 September 2011
For the national Fly-in, we descend on a tiny little town
call Milbrulong, in southern NSW. Register via [http://www.
ppgaustralia.com/].

Ground-towing Clinic

Hang Gliding XC Clinic/Rally from the Gold Coast to Stanwell.
Instruction, guidance, transport and driver are included. More
information on [www.WarrenWindsports.com.au] to book
a spot on this tour or contact Warren on & 0434 222111.

16 to 18 September 2011

Aerotowing Clinic

16 to 18 November 2011
Gulgong, NSW. More info: [www.WarrenWindsports.com.au/
events] or & 0434 222111.

Mt Beauty Gathering
of the Moths

18 to 20 November 2011

Flyers of all denominations are, once again, invited to fly the
sheltered Kiewa valley at the foot of the picturesque Victorian
Alps. Full range of accommodation available. Contact: Mark
Ghirardello & 03 57544572 or 0409 544572.

Airborne Gulgong Classic

20 to 26 November 2011

The big 10th anniversary. The comp will be held in the usual
format at the Gulgong soaring field. Practice day 19 November.
For further details visit [www.gulgongclassic.com]. Online
rego and payments will be arranged in due course.

Gulgong, NSW, More info: [www.WarrenWindsports.com.au/
events] or & 0434 222111.

FAI HG Pre-Worlds Forbes 2012

5 to 14 January 2012

December | January
Forbes XC Clinic

28 to 31 December 2011
Limited spaces, eight to 12 pilots maximum. Fee: $400 plus
tow fees $25 per tow.

Forbes XC Open

28 December 2011 to 3 January 2012
Format to be decided but something like: morning briefing,
set a general direction, no task, longest distance. Scoring
with SeeYou and having pilots take responsibility for downloading the flights themselves. Best three flights to count so
if you want to come for the whole week or just the last three
days you can still score. Entry fee: TBD $25 per tow.

Aerotow Endorsement Courses

28 December 2011 to 3 January 2012
Fee: $250 plus 10 tows at $25 each.

Forbes Practice Flying

28 December 2011 to 3 January 2012
Fee: $25 per tow.
Forbes Event Organiser: Vicki Cain & 02 93164644, Skype:
VickiMoyes or [www.moyes.com.au].
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Registration for Forbes 2012 will be up and running from
1 July at [www.forbesflatlands.com]. Entry fee and tow
fees for the Pre-worlds will be $750. Registration will be
open for all categories with an online payment system.
We will be asking for a deposit of $100 with registration.
The entry fee is $500 for towing and $250 entry fee and
includes welcome party and meal, 11 days of towing,
packed lunch each flying day, presentation and meal. We will
have $10,000 in prize money spread across all categories.
The Pre-Worlds is open to all pilots on a first come, first
served basis. We will, like previous years have three
categories being Sports, A Grade and Open Class. The
headquarters will be at the Forbes Town Hall this year
which is right across the road from the Van Den Berg Hotel.
Itinerary: Registration Tuesday 3 January 2012, 9am
to 5pm. Official practice day Wednesday 4 January
2012, includes briefing, task, ordered launch, goal
and scoring (scores do not count). Competition days
Thursday 5 January to Saturday 14 January 2012.
Forbes Event Organiser: Vicki Cain & 02 93164644, Skype:
VickiMoyes or [www.moyes.com.au]

RTS 2012 Festival of Flight

26 to 29 January 2012

Over the past two years we have hosted this event on the
November Melbourne Cup weekend. This year we have moved
it a little later in the season in the hope for better thermic
weather. The Australia Day long weekend in Victoria was our
choice. Last year we had 45 pilots come and go over the rainy
spring weekend. This time let’s try for 80 entrants during

the summer festival. Over the four days we will celebrate
all things hang gliding. No GPS scoring, no set hills to jump
off, you can fly anywhere in and around the Kiewa valley.
On offer will be foot launching from hills, aerotowing and
tandem trike flights. Tasks will be set by advanced pilots
for all skill levels, but these tasks are not compulsory, rather
there to help you learn XC flying. There will be a Duty pilot
on hand each day to assist with any questions you may
have. Sites include Mystic, Mt Emu, Towonga Gap, Sav Hill,
Mt Buffalo, The Pines, Porepunka and Mt Beauty airport.
Cash prizes via lucky dip each day of the festival. Sponsors:
Freedom Airsports, Airborne (with demo gliders and trikes,
come along for a test fly. Basic rules before you come: You
must register at [www.ridethespiral.net/?page_id=3057],
including payment well in advance. Please don’t register
without payment. If you fly Mystic you must pay your NEHGC
membership fees BEFORE heading up the hill. Cost: Early bird
rate is $140 until 1 January 2012, then it rises to $170. Your
fees cover accommodation at the Bush Lodge and dinner on the
Saturday night. Kids under school age stay for free. Spouses
staying at the lodge must also register at full price this year.
Any excess money raised by entry fees will go back into the
lucky dip cash draws each day. Anyone who pays entry fees
goes into the draw.

Peter Schwenderling (HG) and Chris Thomson (PG) aligned at Mt Storey, QLD
Photo: Unknown, courtesy Peter Schwenderling

February
Manilla XC Camp

4 to 11 February 2012
Mt Borah, Manilla, NSW. The Manilla XC Camp 2012 is a
FREE event for XC pilots of all levels. Come for as many
days as you like, fly XC as far as you can, fly with and learn
from some of the best XC pilots. No pressure, no worries...
just fly. Over 80% of pilots in the 2011 event flew PBs!
Features: Daily XC briefings by Godfrey Wenness, optional
Online Contest scoring, regular day prizes and scoring updates
in all classes (Fun, Sport, Serial). Camping on site $6/night
(power is available). Cabins, twin or double, $20/night pp and
include all linen, blankets and towels. The cabins’ camping
area has two kitchens and a BBQ, plus new pilot cafe/bar
and a swimming pool. Contact: <Godfrey@flymanilla.com>
or see [www.flymanilla.com].

International events can be
found at [http://events.fai.org/]
August | September 2011
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News

Photographer & Paragliding Pioneer
Xavier Murillo confirmed dead in Peru

It is with the heaviest of hearts that we
report the discovery of French pilot Xavier
Murillo’s body in Peru. Despite a report
indicating Xavier had been seen flying over
Huaraz late on the day he disappeared, an
aerial search led by Michael Christiansen
for the PWCA on the morning of 7 July has
located Xavier’s body and glider at around
4,800m on the slopes of Huascaran Norte (6,655m), the
second highest peak in the Cordillera Blanca. Recovery
efforts with local guides and search-and-rescue have
may take a couple of days before guides can retrieve him.
At 6,655m, Huascaran Norte is the second highest
peak in Peru and heavily glaciated.
Kiwi Johnston was flying with Xavier on the day of
his disappearance. No details of the cause of Xavier’s
death have been released as yet. Xavier had been participating in the X-Andes reconnaissance at the invitation of the organisers.
Our thoughts are with Xavier’s friends and family
as well as all people who helped or contributed to the
searches during these last stressfull days. Thanks to
all of you. Xavier will be sorely missed by many. (An
extended report of Xavier’s last flight can be found at
[http://bit.ly/ndIg9F])
James Johnston, via XCmag
Editor’s note: I first met Xavier many years ago while
working in France with Cross Country magazine. He was
an enthusiastic and skillful photographer who travelled
France, Europe and the world with his paraglider and
camera and brought back many spectacular moments
captured for all of us to enjoy in print. He was also
involved in many other capacities within the sport and
I particularly remember his involvement with the St
Hilaire-du-Touvet competition and film festival. Many
Australian pilots have met or flown with Xavier over the
years, both here and overseas, and I express my personal
condolences to his close friends and family, your loss is
ours too. RIP Xavier.
Suzy Gneist

Xavier having fun at the dunes of Huamey
on the coast of Peru prior to his disappearance
Photo: James 'Kiwi' Johnson
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Enter the RTS 2011
Best Video Competition

First prize is a new Drift
Stealth Action camera. Here
are the rules:
➲➲ The video must promote hang gliding or paragliding
➲➲ The video must contain the graphic at this link [www.
ridethespiral.net/Downloads/RTSBestVideoPromo
2011.png] within the first 15 seconds of the clip
➲➲ The video can be shot with any type of camera
➲➲ The video cannot be more than 15 minutes in length
➲➲ The video can feature pilots who are not the editor
➲➲ The video must be edited by an amateur, not a professional
➲➲ Videos must be no larger than 1280 x 720 pixels and
5000 kbps (The Vimeo codec)
➲➲ Entries close 31 August 2011
You can enter as many different videos as you like.
Entrants from anywhere in the world can enter. Entered
video files can be sent via Skype file transfer to Skype ID
<will.faulkner>. The videos will then be uploaded to the
RTS HD Vimeo channel.
Once all entries have been received an on line voting
system for judging will be available to the public. The
video with the most votes wins. Enter at [www.ride
thespiral.net/?page_id=2874]. Good luck!
Will Faulkner, RTS

Vintage Hang Gliders on ABC Collectors
– 19 August 2011 at 8pm

A few months ago I was approached by the ABC
Collectors Show who were interested in my collection of
old hang gliders.
This seemed like a great opportuity to raise awareness of hang gliding as a sport and to tell the story of
hang gliding history in Australia, which goes back to the
very origins of our sport.
I tried to convey some of this history, but the threeminute segment focussed mostly on my collection:
how many, when started, etc. I have no idea how it will
turn out and there is no telling who will get a mention.
So I would like to mention the people who have so
generously donated gliders to me, and who have helped
out with information on the history of the gliders. So, in
no particular order:
Paul ‘Muddy’ Murdoch, Brian Fimmel, Mark Mitsos,
Steve Cohen, Alan Daniel, Nick Paterson, Kevin Mitchell,
Tim Corsa, Larry Jones, Bob Knox, Hugh Glenn, Pete
Watts, Dave Warren, Rick Martin, Neil Mersham, Simon
Murphy (UK) and my apologies to anyone I may have
overlooked.
In my research for the collection, I have come back
in touch with old flying buddies I hadn’t seen in decades
and learned an enormous amount about ideas, designs
and development. It has been, and continues to be,
an enormous amount of fun and I truly believe that
there should be a co-ordinated attempt to collect unrepresented gliders and to record the history of glider
development (as well as episodes, both fun and tragic).
Maybe we could even establish a website for such things.
The show will go to air on ABC on Friday 19 August at
8pm and I hope it does the sport proud. I have done my
best, the rest is up to the editors of the show!
Allan Coates

New from UP
Fast Pro2

finishing. The handle can also be purchased separately
and fits all older PD glider models.
The Bison glider bag has been redesigned, with
better details, materials and workmanship. Check our
new product range at [www.pro-design.at].
Herbert Hofbauer, Pro-Design

After a long development process, the Fast Pro2, UP’s
top-of-the-range competition harness, is finally ready.
The Fast Pro2 is EN/LTF certified to the EN 09 standard
and as thus one of a select few harnesses that can
actually be flown in CIVL Cat 1 events at the moment.
Changes, compared to the original Fast Pro, include
a thicker EN 09 back protector, a new and much simplified leg pod closure system and new spacious yet
aerodynamic cockpit for all your instruments.
The UP Fast Pro2 remains possibly the most aerodynamic certified harness on the market (independently
tested in a wind tunnel), plus it is longitudinally stable in
the airflow, as opposed to most other harnesses. If you
hang the Fast Pro2 from a single pivot point and switch
on the airflow it will align with the flow; most other
harnesses go 90 degrees to the flow, meaning they will
tend to oscillate in the air! More information at [www.
up-international.com].
Lee Scott, High Adventure

New Apco Harness
Blade

The Blade is Apco’s first competition harness. It is the
top of our line, completing the already extensive harness
range (containing six different models).
For many years competition harnesses were not part
of our line. Once we decided to launch such a harness, we
made sure it would be outstanding in its performance,
safety, drag reduction, quality and comfort.
The Blade is a pod harness, designed and aimed at
competition pilots, but equally well-suited to crosscountry and experienced recreational pilots.
The Blade stands out for its comfort, finish and clean
lines. The drag reduction is among the best in its class.
The weight of the harness is on a par or lighter than
most popular competition harnesses available today,
but without compromising its durability or safety. It
will appeal to pilots who prefer a classic pod harness
blended with stylish design and loads of extras. More
information at [www.apcoaviation.com].
Lee Scott, High Adventure

New 80 Channel UHF CBs now available

After almost 25 years of beaurocratic delays, ACMA has
recently approved the new 80 channel UHF CB allocation.
The new channels are slotted in between existing ones
giving, the previously 25kHz spaced 40 channel 476/
477 UHF CB band a new 12.5kHz channel spacing thereby
doubling the channels. There is also a new repeater
allocation for channels 41 to 48/71 to 78 which will
in the future see more repeaters being set up in country areas.
Only certain high quality radios are capable of using
these 12.5kHz channels presently as they need to
have a transmitter/receiver specification that suits the
new narrow channel spacing. Over time new models of
cheaper one watt radios should also receive the N-Tick
compliance for 80 channel operation.
All older 40 channel radios will still work as normal
and be able to communicate with the new radios on the
first 40 channels as before.
For Icom radio owners: All Icom radios
delivered since 9 June 2011 are already
programmed with the new 80ch system.
Owners of Icom IC-41S and IC-400PRO
can have their radios re-programmed by
Icom dealers for a small fee of around
$30 to $50. Note that the older models
IC40S and 40GX are not compatible with
the 80ch system.
Those that have bought Icom
radios from Manilla Paragliding
can post them to Manilla for the
re-programming which will also
retain the HGFA and Manilla private
channels they already have.
There will be a $16.50 (incl. GST)
re-programming fee for this. Please
include a copy of your original

receipt and return self-addressed 500g Express Post
envelope (send the radio only, wrapped in bubble wrap
– not the battery or antenna). Alternatively drop in the
next time you are in Manilla.
For more information contact Icom Premium Dealer:
Manilla Paragliding, Godfrey Wenness, phone 02 6785
6545, <godfrey@flymanilla.com>, post to: ‘The Mountain’, Manilla, NSW 2346.
Godfrey Wenness, Manilla Paragliding

Airborne News
T-Lite Soaring Trike

The Airborne T-Lite will be ready for Australian production in September this year. Already available in the
USA and most other overseas countries, the T-Lite is
undergoing certification to Light Sport to comply with
Australian regulations. Current pricing is from $20,000
including GST ex-factory (Export A$18,000) for the
wing and the trike base, ready to fly and depending on
options required. Production slots are limited due to
engine supplies.

XT-582 Price Reduction

New pricing for the XT-582 has created a good opportunity for customers looking for a bargain two-seater
with standard features like the XT 70-litre fuel tank and
the Tundra wheels of the XT Outback and Tundra model.
Also now available with the XT-582 is the option of
buying it with the Streak 2B wing, a favourite amongst
Airborne pilots.
Rob Hibberd, Airborne

Nova Release their First Harness: The N-10

With the N-10, Nova launched a new all-round ‘Volkswagen Golf class’ harness. The N-10 is constructed
deliberately simple, but is highly functional and versatile. When ground-handling, it allows plenty of
freedom of movement. After launching, the pilot slips
automatically into the ideal position and during flight,
the N-10 supports the back, delivering plenty of comfort
for many hours in XC flight, and nicely transfers the
feedback from the wing to the pilot. The Nova N-10

Pro-Design News

The new Jalpa 2 was developed from the most liked
Jalpa, described in various test reports and from
enthusiastic Jalpa owners as ‘nearly perfect’. ProDesign try to make the good even better.
All our gliders – Cuga, Accura 2, Thema 2, Amiga,
Lamna – also got a new cool canopy design. All gliders
now come with a nice new brake handle in series, the
new Neo Comfort swivelled handle! Perfect grip and
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News

offers a very wide range of use – from
instruction to ambitious XC flying.
A new feature is the innovative 3D
multi-blade rescue container. It is located
under the seatboard and works with very
strong magnets instead of velcro. Due
to the magnets and the 3D-cut of the
container, the pilot can pull and throw his
rescue system in several directions (unlike
a Tube container system).
Other features:
➲➲ New 17cm foam safety protector, tested to the
latest EN/LTF standards with high passive safety
➲➲ Easy access to rear storage compartment
➲➲ Clear arrangement of all locking components
➲➲ Lightweight and secure PT-lock buckles
➲➲ Two side pockets with easy access during flight
➲➲ Integrated return system for the accelerator
➲➲ Two sizes: S/M (to 1.8m), M/L (1.8 to 2m)
➲➲ Weight 4.9kg (Size S/M)
➲➲ Available in black/red or white/black
Find out more at [www.nova-wings.com].
Till Gottbrath, Nova

New from Ozone Woody Valley & OneSmallPlanet
Ozone Mantra M4

With a significantly
improved glide ratio in
excess of 10.6:1 the new
M4 is a serial class wing.
It has this serial class
flyability and security,
super light handling
and bar pressure, and playful agility. M4 is available
in complete custom colours and is a serious XC and
competition weapon for the 2011/2012 season. Call
OneSmallPlanet for prices and test flights.

Ozone Rush 3

Designed to outperform
anything in the en-B
class, the Rush achieved
this, and all with the
ultimate ease of use.
The ultimate second wing, the Rush is capable of serious
XC flying for the beginner to advanced pilot. Its details
and construction were derived from the R10 and R11 projects. Call OneSmallPlanet for prices and test flights.

Anti-G

A descent drogue chute, attached to one carabiner and
deployed before spiralling. The Anti-G increases your
sink rate while significantly reducing the G-forces – a
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very simple, yet
very effective
idea.
Once
used, it can be
deflated again
and stored on-board for re-deployment later. Available
for $190 from OneSmallPlanet.

New Drift Stealth HD Helmet Cam

Full HD 1080 helmet cams with a list of truly unique
features. The only helmet cam with a LCD preview screen
on the camera to replay footage and alter all setting on
the camera itself, it also has a remote control to start/
stop and shoot stills without taking your hand off the
brakes. It shoots 5mp stills and has a shutter bust mode
to shoot continuously – great for acro moves. Captures
full 1080HD video, 170° fisheye view and 60fps for
smooth slow motion editing, all in a streamlined matt
black case with a huge range of mounting options
included as standard. The new Stealth HD from Drift
is truly one of a kind. In stock now for $360 from
OneSmallPlanet.

adjustment. Underseat mini-protectors can be added to
give impact protection for everyday use, still staying
under 3kg. Available for $1150 from OneSmallPlanet
now. More information at [www.onesmallplanet.net].

Tree Rescue Kit

A dedicated tree rescue kit for paragliders. We construct this kit here with
components sourced from Australian and
overseas manufacturers to be a simpleto-use rescue kit even if you have
no rope work experience. The
lightweight metal rappel device
also incorporates spanners to undo maillon gates
and has instructions printed on the device. It comes
with the imported device, 20m of Australian made 6mm
rappel cord, steel carabiner and a compact pouch with
instructions. Tree landings are an all too frequent reality
of our sport, stop them from becoming serious injuries.
Including delivery $90 from OneSmallPlanet.

Suunto Core Altimeter Flight Watches

XAlps GTO Harness

A revelation in new age harness design. The
4.5kg total weight
with all the features
and more of any existing pod harness. Fully enclosed pod
with inflatable front and rear fairing, underseat reserve
container and detachable front fight deck and a fully
certified 12cm foam back protector. Utilising a narrow
polycarbonate seatboard to maintain the advantages
of a seatboard but without the weight, lighter and
stronger than carbon. This achieves ultimate weightshift authority and control over the glider without the
harness being tippy and rolly. Inflatable fairings create
an optimum aerodynamic profile without adding weight.
Available for $1300 from OneSmallPlanet from late
September. Pre-order now and save 10%!

XAlps Race Light Harness

At 2.6kg this is the pinnacle of
extreme minimalism. The
XAlps Race is an uncompromising new design,
similar in detail to the XAlps GTO, the Race version uses
special lightweight materials, a fully integrated front
reserve container/flight deck and in its essential form
has minimal impact protection. It comes with a 600g
70-litre backpack for the ultimate light and fast flying
kit. Refined details and features make this harness a
wonderful piece of design retaining excellent control and

Three new models, incorporating a barometer, a very
accurate barometric altimeter and a digital compass.
Suuntos are more of an instrument than a watch, but
stylish enough for everyday use. Contact us for the full
Suunto range. New core models, shown in glacier grey,
sahara yellow and lava red, starting from $350 available
at OneSmallPlanet.

Stereo Headset Speaker/
Mic Kits With PTT

These new complete in-helmet mic and speaker kits
are made in the UK to high quality standards. With solid
thick wiring and screw tight connectors these comms
units are much more robust than cheaper Chinese-made
ones – they won’t die after three months use. Featuring
dual stereo speakers, a strong flexible mic boom with
wind cancelling foam and a solid chunky PTT which
can be attached to risers, or the most easy to reach
location, with the sewn-in velcro strap. In stock now
at OneSmallPlanet with plugs to suit Icom handheld
radios such as 40s, 41s and Alinco radios, $70 including
shipping. More information at [www.onesmallplanet.
net] or phone 07 34961248 or 0431 580380.
Gavin Zahner, OneSmallPlanet
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Letters

Open Letter to all HGFA
Members: Potential Site
in the South of Tasmania

In the course of searching for a suitable flying site close
to Hobart, the late Phil Petersen and I spent several days
driving around the Coal River Valley and the Brighton
area. We looked at many paddocks and talked to several
owners, but nothing really appealing turned up.
We eventually followed up a lead at Kempton, where
an agricultural spraying business has been operating
from a grass strip for several decades. We set up
a formal meeting with the owners, and after going
through the formalities, we were given the go ahead to
operate our individual aircraft from the strip. The strip
is approximately 800m long, situated on a large secure
property and is included in the local planning scheme.
During the course of the meeting, and subsequently,
the owners have indicated that they would like to see
the strip used more regularly, subject to proper agreements and effective management. This may extend
to the erection of permanent structures such as hangars
and a clubhouse.
They have authorised me to determine if there is
enough interest in creating something of a sport aviation hub at Kempton, and to investigate if we can come
up with a viable proposal or proposals to put to them,
so they can see if it will fit in with the business plan for
the property.
I would welcome all input, especially from members with experience in leases, licences, and property
matters.
This is a genuine and probably unique opportunity to
provide a grass roots aviation facility in a good location,
within a reasonable distance from Hobart, and outside
Controlled Airspace.
Please contact me at <coates_building@hotmail.
com> and if there is sufficient interest we will hold a
meeting to discuss our options.
Allan Coates

New to Paragliding

At 26 years old my son seemed interested in paragliding.
As his dad, not wanting to be left out, wanted some to.
At 59, I had hang gliding and ultralight experience at the
age of 22 and only below 50ft due to anxiety disorder,
which is still affecting me.
To Laurieton we went for a nine day course. Three
days in course my energy limit was passed. After tenting
and sleeping on a 0rock’ (camp bed), I returned home
with the full knowledge my son would rave about it
later. Sure enough, the phone calls came: ‘You should
have been there, seen us flying North Brother’. After
two weeks recluse I was ready for some more. So off we
went, with son (cowboy) now ready to take on any hill.
Now my ground handling is okay, but the wind not having
enough revs, I am still waiting for more air time and am
looking forward to long and happy flights (still under
50ft). God willing I’ll meet many PG flyers along the way.
Keep looking up,
Steve Robertson

Making the Most of
the Colour Magazine

I’m excited about the new colour mag. I know that it is
more expensive, but if we’re going to do it, this might
just be the way. Potential new pilots/members will be
more enticed by a pretty mag.
I thought it might be a good idea to encourage
the readers/pilots to share their new colour copy of
SkySailor at the local doctor’s surgery, kiosk, smoko
table, etc, once they are done with it. An easy way to
increase our profile and reach future members.
Just a thought. Cheers,
Curt Warren

People in our Industry

It has been a little over a year since I defected from the
RaAus as a licensed powered parachute pilot to a paraglider, and soon to be trike/paramotor pilot.
The paramotor/trike combination caught my attention for several reasons:
➲➲ Compact economical and agile in flight
➲➲ Just what the doctor ordered
I had tried gyroplanes as well, but found them too
mechanically busy in flight for my liking. The support and
training network seemed a bit lacking for my comfort.
I reserve the right to add that this is what I came out
of the experience with and it may have been an isolated instance.
All this told, I came upon a website for paramotors,
namely Kangook.com. It caught my attention and
I initiated contact with Ben Dark, the sales rep for
Kangook Paramotors on the Gold Coast in south-east
Queensland. As well as being an avid paramotor pilot
himself, he also sells and services paramotors, canopies
and other related and relevant gear and he presented
himself in a professional manner.
My definition of ‘professional’ includes: Honest,
respectable, prompt and with good follow-up service. I
apply ‘professional’ to Ben’s business because I bought
my equipment there and experienced him as such. If
I had a question or concern, he dispatched them with
aplomb and finesse, putting me at ease.
In short: His contribution to the credibility of this
exciting industry is a positive one. Maybe I struck it
lucky, perhaps all the sales/service reps for all other
suppliers in this industry are of similar quality, but I can
only speak for my experience.
All I can say is if the competition is of comparable
quality and competence, I’d be pleased to say that this
industry from the sales/service perspective is in good
hands. Good onya, Ben. Regards,
John Clendening

Is Flying
Really
Better
Than Sex?

If you’re addicted to your flying, this may not
be an easy question to answer. Certainly I am
undecided, possibly because sex and flying
have so many similarities, at least from a
single male point of view…
by Geordie Haig
Considerations from my
single male perspective…

With the hope of finding conditions conducive, I will
travel any distance if the potential for sex is there.
Across town or across the country, distance won’t
stop me. When I get there I will spend hours, days
or even longer patiently waiting for the opportunity
to make it happen. I will do other activities I really
didn’t go there for, while wishing for sex to happen.
Sometimes the conditions just aren’t on, but rather
than accept this I will push the boundaries and try
for it when I really shouldn’t have, and it ends up in
embarrassment or hurt. Often there is no sex, and
I go home unfulfilled.
Does this stop me from heading out at the very
next opportunity to try it all again? No! The drive is
in my very core and I just can’t stay away when the
possibility is there. I may strike out many times,
but just when I start to think it’s not worth it, I’ll
get lucky and have an amazing experience which
then spurs me on to try, try and try again for the
next one!
We all know you have to be pretty careful about
sex when you’re new to it. You can’t just go and
launch into it without knowing what you’re doing,
it could get you killed. For that matter, even the

experienced have to be careful; being complacent,
impulsive or rushing into it without precautions
could also result in the need for medical attention
or even death.
Imagine trying to explain to an adult who has
never experienced it, what sex is like. Just how
good it is, for the body and the soul. How you
forget about everything else while you are focused
on just this experience. You just can’t communicate
it adequately. It’s one of those things you really
have to experience for yourself to know what it
feels like.
So, how does that compare to flying? Well,
if you didn’t pick up on it already, go back to the
second paragraph and read again from there but
replace the word ‘sex’ with ‘flying’!

Note: The author was single and considerably
younger, when this was written. He is now
partnered with children and does not necessarily
have the same behaviours related to sex as
described above, yet nothing has changed in
regard to flying. He still doesn’t have an answer
to the question ‘which is better: sex or flying?’,
and is unlikely to find it while he gets less and
less of both.

Sunset Photos: Godfrey Wenness
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Operations Manager’s Report

It is now a little over six months since I started
with the HGFA and I would like to quote a recent
comment from a Committee member “…you should
know something now!” Maybe I know a little bit more
than when I first started, but there is still a long way
to go. The HGFA is a busy organisation, over 2500
members, three dynamic aviation disciplines, our
regulator (CASA) about 40 clubs and around 100
instructors – Millicent, Trene and I have very few
quiet moments in our office.
It is opportune for me now to thank those
people who have assisted me settle into the role
with advice, listened to my issues and have been
patient in their explanations. As we move forward,
I hope I continue to receive the same level of input
from members to assist and guide outcomes. It is
important to note the HGFA is a member organisation
and having members’ contribution is paramount to a
strong organisation.

maintaining standards and compliance to the
requirements of the Operations Manual. To
ensure the HGFA can deliver the required oversight in a cost and time-effective manner for
members, the Committee agreed to introduce
Annual Return Forms. These forms are for a
Training Facility to self audit which can then
be followed up by physical audits from the
Operations Manager (or delegate). Training facilities will be required to complete an Annual Return
and can expect a physical audit once every five
years. To cover physical auditing costs, the HGFA
Committee agreed to an annual lodgement fee of
$125. The fee and Annual Return will be due 30
September each year; HGFA audits will be undertaken at any time.
➲➲ Instructor Annual Returns – each year instructors pay Student Liability Insurance (SLI); this
payment indemnifies instructors whilst instructing HGFA student pilots to a specified amount.
When paying SLI to the HGFA, instructors will
be required to submit an Annual Return, noting
the number of hours and student days flown
during the year and confirming qualifications
are current. By doing this on an annual basis,
the HGFA hopes to collect SLI in a timely manner,
therefore complying with the requirement of the
HGFA Operations Manual and assisting the HGFA
allocating development recourses for instructors.
These significant changes will be developed and
disseminated to all instructors before publication
of this article, if any instructor has not been contacted in regard to these changes, please contact
me immediately.

New SkySailor

Membership Cards

Six Months in...

A new look magazine for the HGFA. I look forward
to a dedicated colour magazine and encourage all
members to consider contributing to it. It would be
fantastic to see regular contributions from all our
flying disciplines and interest groups.

Bi-annual HGFA
Committee Meeting

During June the HGFA Committee met in Melbourne,
it was also attended by Jonathan Aleck from CASA
and Heather Fitzgerald from Aerosafe. Jonathan
was generous with his time, spending over three
hours discussing the CASA view of sports aviation
and what the HGFA may expect into the future
from the regulator. Heather presented a modified
Organisational Assurance Workshop as part of the
HGFA Deed agreement; the program was modified
to fit into a very short time frame which Heather
managed to accomplish.
Some important resolutions (as previously advised in Airwaves) include:
➲➲ Development of an Annual Return Form and an
audit schedule for training facilities. Over the
recent past, and largely due to organisational
drift, the HGFA has not managed as effectively
as it could how flight training facilities were
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The HGFA office has a growing pile of unsent
membership cards for pilots who have not fully
completed the membership renewal process.
If you do not have a current membership card,
it may be in the HGFA office waiting to have your
hours added. Millicent has diligently tried to get
hold of each member as they renew to ensure hours
are recorded (or check flights undertaken) – please
help by contacting her with your missing hours and
receive your membership card in return.
It is important to note that if you are intending to
fly on some sites, you may need to have your current
membership card with you to exercise the privilege
of your right to fly!
It follows that the best way to manage the
renewal process is by an on-line membership system
and Dawson Brown has been instrumental in developing an application to this effect. Unfortunately, in
developing the program, it highlighted a number of
deficiencies in the current HGFA computer system.
The HGFA Committee computer gurus are currently
fixing these issues and it is hoped Dawson’s program
will be up and running very soon.
Dawson’s voluntary contribution to developing
a fix for on-line members’ renewal cannot be
underestimated; automating this process will be a

significant step forward for all the HGFA members
and office alike – again, thank you Dawson!

Sub-committee Reports
Powered Paragliding (PPG)

The purpose of this sub-committee was to assess
and develop the opportunities available to PPG pilots
and check the development progress of PPG training
programs. The sub-committee was established in
early January and has met many times during the
last six months. After considerable effort by the
PPG group, and two reviews by the Safety and
Operations Committee, the HGFA finally approved
a Foot Launched and Wheel Based training program.
The HGFA is waiting for final approval from CASA
before it can authorise any training or issue any
PPG certification. The recent Operations Manual
submission included PPG certification.

Powered Hang Gliding (PHG)

This sub-committee met during the last week in June
to discuss the changes to CAO95.8 and 95.10. These
two CAOs are interconnected in the sense that they
are both concerned with lightweight, slow speed
powered hang gliders, where 95.10 is specific to
home-built aircraft. The sub-committee has agreed
to training parameters for 95.8 wheel based training
and syllabus development will be the next stage.
At this time, unlike PPG, there is not the same
driving need for a straight through foot launched
PHG course, however, in light of sport development,
it may be considered on its merits at a later date.

HGFA
Annual
General
Meeting
Where:
Holiday Inn Tullamarine
Airport, Melbourne, Victoria
Date: 22 October 2011
Time: 9am to 5pm

Safety & Operations Committee (SOC)

This is an important sub-committee of the HGFA
that both the HGFA Committee and Operations
Manager refer to for assessment of matters pertaining to safety and operations. SOC assessed the
PPG syllabuses and were pivotal in ensuring the
training met HGFA standards. In the near future
the SOC will be looking at the HGFA Aerotowing
Manual in preparation for the Hang Gliding Pre-world
Championships in Forbes in early 2012.

HGFA Election

Candidate information and postal ballot papers will
be sent out to all financial members of the HGFA as
at 1 August 2011. If you were a financial member of
the HGFA on 1 August and have not received a postal
vote form and candidate information from the HGFA
by 2 September 2011, please let the HGFA office
know and a replacement package will be sent out to
you immediately.
John Olliff
Email: <operationsmanager@hgfa.asn.au>
Mobile: 0417 644633

Committee Postal Ballot – September 2011
All financial members of the HGFA, as at 1 August 2011, will be eligible
to vote in the HGFA Committee elections.
The HGFA Office will post a candidate list and ballot paper to eligible
members during the last week of August.
For a vote to be eligible, the completed ballot paper must be received
by the HGFA Office no later than 30 September, with all the required details
completed on the form.
Please contact the HGFA Office if you have not received your candidate
list and ballot paper by 2 September 2011.
If you are in any doubt regarding you current details, please contact
the HGFA National Office on 03 9336 7155.
All ballot votes must be completed and returned to:
HGFA National Office, 4a/60 Keilor Park Drive Keilor Park VIC 3042,
by 30 September 2011.
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Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs.

All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs

Tasmanian Hang Gliding
& Paragliding Association

Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to
be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the
future if confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where
no current forms or confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken
as having expired.

All correspondence,
including changes of
address, membership
renewals, short term
memberships, rating forms
and other administrative
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4a-60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, & 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177,
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager
John Olliff & 0417 644633

<operationsmanager@hgfa.asn.au>.
➲➲ F or information about site ratings, sites
and other local matters, contact the appro
priate State associations, region or club.

Board Members
2008 to 2010
President: Rob Woodward <President@hgfa.
asn.au> & 0408 808436.
Vice-President: Brian Webb <Vice.President@
hgfa.asn.au> & 0417 530972.
Secretary: Greg Lowry <greg.lowry@hgfa.
asn.au> & 0466 399850.
Treasurer: John Twomey <Treasurer@hgfa.
asn.au> 03 93972612, Mobile 0419 357195.

Board Members
Martin Halford <martin.halford@hgfa.asn.
au> & 0434 427500.
Sun Nickerson <sun.nickerson@hgfa.asn.au>
& 0427 220764.
Benn Kovco <benn.kovco@hgfa.asn.au>
& 03 90169456.
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Regions & Special
Interest Groups
ACTHPA

LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT
0200; [www.acthpa.org]. Pres:
Matthew Smith <matt.taet@gmail.
com> 0402 905554; V-Pres: Nic
Welbourn <nic@corinbank.com> 0422 783
763; Trs: Kristina Smith <kdsmith71@gmail.
com> 0407 905554; Sec: Nic Siefken <Nicolas.
Siefken@ausport.gov.au> 0418 421683;
Committee: Miguel Cruz <pyro_gest@hot
mail.com> 0432 987819, Andrew Luton
<andrewluton@hotmail.com> 0404 254922;
Public Officer: Barry Oliver <Barry.Oliver@
anu.edu.au> 0407 825819; Meetings: 1st
Thu/month 7.30pm Yamba Sports Club.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.

PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South <ronway
south@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres: Alex Jones
<aa.jones@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Greg Lowry
<g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; Sec: Mirek Generowicz <mgenerow@optusnet.com.au>; Trs:
Colin Brown 0407 700378, <cobrown@big
pond.com>.

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association

PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
nswhpa.org]. Pres: Bruce Wynne 0417 467
695, <president@nswhpa.org>; V-Pres: Brett
Coupland <Vice-President@nswhpa.org>; Sec:
Ray Firth <Secretary@nswhpa.org>; Trs:
Graeme Cran 0414 668424, <treasurer@nsw
hpa.org>; Committee: <executive@nswhpa.
org> Nir Eshed, Tony Sandeberg, Andrew
Polidano, Tony Dennis and Curt Warren.

North Queensland State Association

PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <flying@cairnshang
glidingclub. org>; V-Pres: Daniel Keech 0427
888893 <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs:
Tracey Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881,
0418 963796 <info@azurephotography.
com>; PG rep: Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association

Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@trans
port.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra QLD
4275 07 38448566.

[www.thpa.org.au]. Pres: Stephen Clark 0419
997550, <stephenmclark@iprimus.com.au>;
V-Pres: Pete Steane 0407 887310, <psteane
@vtown.com.au>; Sec/Trs: Simon Allen 0438
086322, <simon.allen@csiro.au>. Northern
TAS info: Richard Long (Burnie PG pilot), 0438
593998, <northern@thpa.net>.

Victorian Hang Gliding
& Paragliding Association

PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.
vhpa.org.au]. Pres: Phil Campbell 0438 428
569 <campbell.p@giant.net.au>; Sec: Nick
Abicare 0418 104506 <nick.abicare@gm.
com>; Trs: Stephen Leake 0409 553401
<sleak75@gmail.com>; SO: Kevin Grosser
0419 022225 <litespeedrs4@gmail.com>;
Sites: Mark Pike 0408 801356 <mark.
pike@baesystems.com>; Committee: Hugh
Alexander 0417 355578 <hughbert.skypig@
hotmail.com>, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923
<Jan.Bennewitz@gmail.com>, Tony Hughes
0417 379847 <thughes@gordontafe.edu.
au>, Anthony Meechan 0407 163796 <meeks
65@yahoo.com.au>.

The Pico Club (National Paramotor Club)

Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616; V-Pres:
Rob Van Riswick 0428 290462; Sec: Grant
Cassar 0416 269894 <grantcassar@iinet.
net.au>, 59 Empress Terrace Bardon QLD
4065; Trs: Chris Drake 0414 505452.

Clubs

HGFA

South Australian HG/PG/ML Association

SAHGA Inc, c/O PO Box 6260, Hallifax St,
Adelaide SA. All email: <sahga.exec@gmail.
com>. Pres: Stuart McClure 0428 100796;
Sec/Trs: Rob Woodward 0408 808436.

States

Contacts

All clubs please check details in this section carefully

New South Wales
Blue Mountains Hang Gliding Club Inc.

[www.bmhgc.org.au]. Pres: Kacper
Jankowski <KJankowski@ccia.
unsw.edu.au>; V-Pres: Gregor Forbes
0421 376680 <forbesy@virgin
broadband.com.au>; Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696677 <revant01@yahoo.com.
au>; Trs: Allan Bush (HG SSO) <bethandallan@
bigpond.com>, 0407 814524; Comps: Mark
Stewart (PG SO) <artik_mark@yahoo.com.
au>, 0421 596345, Comp: 2nd and last
Sunday of each month. Meetings: Contact
committee.

Central Coast Sky Surfers

PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261,
[www.centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres:
Frank Warwick 0409 468337 <president@
centralcoastskysurfers.com>; V-Pres: Hayden
Leeke 0412 230515 <vice-president@cen
tralcoastskysurfers.com>; Sec: Greg Holbut
0447 760205 <secretary@centralcoast
skysurfers.com>; Trs: Richard Waterfield
0414 652323 <treasurer@centralcoastsky
surfers.com>, SSOs: Javier Alvarez 0418
116681 <media@centralcoastskysurfers.
com>, John Harriott 0412 442705 <nationalparks-liaison@centralcoastskysurfers.com>.
Meetings: 1st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina
Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.

Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club

6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746,
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.

Hunter Skysailors Paragliding Club

Pres: Bob Lane 0422 744285, <boblane.55@
hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Brent Leggett 0408
826455, <brent@flashme.co.au>; Sec: Albert
Hart 0421 647013, <albert.hart@bigpond.
com>. Meetings: Last Tue/month, 7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1
@bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO:
Tim Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.
com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club

[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
Porter 0415 920444 <Michael.Porter@ap.
jll.com>; V-Pres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491
150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Inc.

Pres: Russell Harvey 0412 928598 <russell
harvey@optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Ebberhard Muller 0418 963526 <eddymuller11@
yahoo.com>; Sec: Darryl Gledden 0408
281454 <dgledden@bigpond.net.au>; Trs:
Murray Payne 0417 179742 <vpayne3@
bigpond.com>; SSO: Paul Cox 02 43342222.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.

PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02
67856545, <skygodfrey@aol.com>, V-Pres:
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.
com>, Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmail.
com>, SSO (HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484
<patrick.lenders@gmail.com>, SSO (WM): Willi
Ewig 02 67697771 <skyranch@gmx.net>.

Mid North Coast Hang Gliding
& Paragliding Club

Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597; SSO: Lee
Scott 0429 844961.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; [www.
nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dawson Brown 0429
675475 <dawson@bmhgc.org.au>; V-Pres:
Gary Herman 0401 772289 <garyherman@
aapt.net.au>; Sec: Don Bremner 0421 346
997, <dmbremner@optusnet.com>; Trs:
Allan McMillan 0400 637070 <adm@idl.
com.au>; SOs: Coastal – Tony Barton 0412
607815, Inland – Scott Barrett 0425 847208,
John O’Donohue 02 49549084, PG – James
Thompson 02 49468680; Newsletter: David
Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@nhgc.asn.
au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm South
Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.

Northern Rivers Hang Gliding
& Paragliding Club

PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net]. Pres: Jan Smith 0438 876926
<jansmith.cloudnine@gmail.com>; V-Pres:
Brian Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@
optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Marco Veronesi 0405
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151515 <lucky_mpv@yahoo.com.au>; Trs:
Paul Gray 0407 738658 <mystralmagic@
gmail.com.au>; PR: Cedar Anderson 0429
070380 <cedaranderson@gmail.com>; Sites:
Peter Wagner 0431 120942, Col Rushton
0428 751379 <colin.rushton@bigpond.
com>; SSO (PG): Lindsay Wooten 0427 210
993 <lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>;
SSO (HG): Andrew Polidano 0428 666843
<andrew@poliglide.com>. Meetings: 2nd
Wed/month, 7pm, Byron Services Club.

NSW Sky Hawks

Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres: Tony Denis
0418 574068 <fly@trikefan.com>; Sec:
William Olive 0412 423133 <William.Olive@
hnehealth.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: John Jablonskis
0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>.

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres/
Trs: Peter Ffrench 0403 076149 <president
@flystanwell.com> <treasurer@flystanwell.
com>; Sec: Johnathon Kinred 0457 299893
<secretary@flystanwell.com>; Committee:
Fred Smeaton 0402 808031 <skypilot105@
gmail.com>; SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083,
<SSO@flystanwell.com>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club

www [www.flysydney.org], <sydneyhang
glidingclub@y7mail.com>, 0417 467695.
Pres: Dean Tooker <capebanks@unwired.
com.au>; V-Pres: Martin Wielecki <lastrada
photo@hotmail.com>; Trs: John Selby 02
93447932 <johnselby@idx.com.au>; Sec:
Bruce Wynne 0417 467695 <bwynne@
bigpond.net.au> <sydneyhangglidingclub@
y7mail.com>; Dev/Train: Owen Wormald 02
94667963 <owen_wormald@nab.com.au>;
SO: Bill Moyes <bill@moyes.com.au>, Doug
Sole, Ken Stothard; Web: Glen Kimpton; Comps:
Vicki Cain; Training: Shannon Black. Meetings:
3rd Wed/month, 7:30pm Botany RSL, Botany.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.org]. Pres: Peter Rundle 0417 684
313 <sf27mz@gmail.com>; V-Pres: Brett
Coupland 0409 162616, <brett@whirlwind.
com.au>; Sec: Kirsten Seeto <kirsten.flys@
gmail.com>; Trs: Nico Hundling 0488 096418
<nicohundling@gmail.com>; Social Sec: Shanta
Wallace 0416 938227 <shanta@noworrieshq.com>; SSO: Sandy Thomson 0419 250220
<sandythomson1@bigpond.com>; Information: Rory Angus 0421 769765 <rory.angus
@stockland.com.au>; Committee: Hume
Winzar 0408 190321 <winzar@gmail.com>,
David Holmes 0408 366505 <ny_studios@
hotmail.com>. Meeting: Harbord Bowling Club,
Bennett St, Freshwater, 7pm 1st Tue/month
(except January).

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club

50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254,
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club

<flying@cairnshangglidingclub.org>, web:
[www.cairnshangglidingclub.org]. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882; V-Pres: Brett Collier
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0431 151150; Sec: Tracey Hayes 0418 963
796; Trs: Daniel Keech 0427 888893;
Committee: Brod Osborne, Joe Reese and
Uwe Peter.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Dave Staver 0409 435953
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason
Turner 0432 105906 <vicepresident@chgc.
asn.au>; Sec: Mark Kropp 0416 181915
<secretary@chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Hana Krajcova
0424 257381 <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>;
Executive: Greg Hollands 07 32534239 (w),
07 38448566 (h); Social Director: Wayne
Jater 0438 818707; SSO PG: Phil Hystek 0418
155317, 07 55434000 (h); Back-up: Brandon
O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.

’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: James
Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.edu.au>;
Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699, <jaw12@
bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 0427 177
237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.telstra.com>;
SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 07 49387607.
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865,
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Conondale Cross-Country Club

[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Denis
Davis 0428 130375; V-Pres: Paul Underwood
0407 177793; Sec: Andrew Dobinson
<andrewdobinson@gmail.com>; Trs: Steve
Stocker 0411 226733.

Dalby Hang Gliding Club

17 Mizzen St, Manly West QLD 4179. Pres:
Daron Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@aclad.
com.au>; Sec/Trs: Annie Crerar 0418 711821,
<annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; SSO: Jason Reid
0424 293922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>.

Fly Killarney Inc.
Pres/SSO: Lindsay Wootten 0427 210993,
<lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>; V-Pres:
Alistair Gibb 0414 577232, <11thhour@
iinet.net.au>; Sec/Trs: Sonya Fardell 0415
156256, <s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.

Pres: Ben Darke 0418 753220 <ben@water
bed.com.au>; Sec: Brett Paull 0435 203153
<101airbourne@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar
07 33327535 <grantcassar@iinet.net.au>.

Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 07 5455 4661; V-Pres
& SSO (HG): David Cookman 0427 498753;
V-Pres (PG): Tex Beck 0407 238017; Trs:
Gary Allen 0417 756878; Sec: Janine Krauchi
<jkrauchi@rainbowshores.com.au>; (HG):
David Cookman 0427 498573, 07 54498573;
SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille 0418 754157,
07 54863048.

Wicked Wings Club

Pres: Peter Schwenderling 0427 461347
<swendo1@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Craig Dunn
<craigrdunn@y7mail.com>, Sec: Sonya Fardell
0415 156256, <s.fardell@uq.edu.au>, 260
Postman’s Ridge Rd, Helidon Spa QLD 4344.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club

Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

Northern Territory
Alice Springs Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

Pres: Ricky Jones 0406 098354, <redcentre
paragliding@yahoo.com>, contact for paramotoring, PG ridge soaring & thermal flying.

Victoria
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club

<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Penny
Burke; SSO: Rob van der Klooster 0408
335559, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923.
Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue see [www.
dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.melbourne.vhpa.org.au]. Pres: Gabriel
Toniolo 0407 544511, <gabriel.toniolo@
hotmail.com>; Sec: Scott Rawlings 0409
675408, <scottrawlings@ymail.com>; Trs:
Noel Bear 0425 801813, <treasurer@mhgc.
asn.au>; SSO: Peter Holloway 0408 526
805, <info@freedomairsports.com.au>,
Committee: Glen Bachelor & Peter Cass.
Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, Tower Hotel, 686
Burwood Road, Hawthorn East VIC 3123.

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club

Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo
252@hotmail.com>; Sec: Bill Oates 0466
440049 <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs/M/
ship: Greg Javis 0407 047797; Committee:
Barb Scott 0408 844224, Bill Brooks 0409
411791; SSO: Karl Texler 0428 385144;
Meetings: [www.nevhgc.net/].

Skyhigh Paragliding Club

[www.skyhighparagliding.org]; Pres: Katy
Torokfalvy <pres@skyhighparagliding.org.
au> 0408 150249; V-Pres: Alister Johnson
<vp@skyhighparagliding.org.au> 0418 323
692; Trs: Julie Sheard <tres@skyhighpara
gliding.org.au> 0425 717944; Sec: Phil Lyng
<sec@skyhighparagliding.org.au> 0421 135
894; M’ship: Ron Campbell <mem@skyhigh
paragliding.org.au> 0438 749685; Nov Rep:
Steve McCulloch <nov@skyhighparagliding.
org.au> 0409 743190; Web: Frank Adler
<wm@skyhighparagliding.org.au> 0408 264
615; Safety: Alister Johnson <so@skyhigh
paragliding.org.au> 0418 323692; Committee: Dario Marini. Meetings: 1st Wed/
month 8pm Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St,
Abbotsford.

Southern Microlight Club

[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au]. Pres:
Ken Jelleff <president@southernmicrolight
club.com.au>; V-Pres: Gary Wheeler <jilgar
@netspace.net.au>; Sec: Kel Glare <secretary
@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>; Trs: Dean
Marriott <treasurer@southernmicrolightclub.
com.au>; Editor: Kel Glare <secretary@
southernmicrolightclub.com.au>; Web: Steve
Bell <webmaster@southernmicrolightclub.
com.au>.

Southern Microlight Club of Victoria

au>; News: Kel Glare <kalkat@optusnet.com.
au>; Web: Steve Bell <sbell@ampfp.com.au>.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club

PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc.
org]. Pres: Anthony Meechan 0407 163796,
<meeks65@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres: Greg
Beglehole 0419 889153, <greg@heating
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Zhenshi Van Der
Klooster <zhenshi@thecourier.com.au>; Trs:
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860, <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp
0408 678734 <rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>. Meetings: Last Sat/month, The Golden
Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia
Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.

Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 6051.
Pres: Colin Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@
bigpond.com>; V-Pres: Eric Metrot 0407 003
059 <tromes@bigpond.com>; Trs: Colin Brown
0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.com>;
Committee: Shelly Heinrich 0428 935462
<shellheinrich@hotmail.com>, Rod Merigan
0439 967971 <rmerigan@q-net.net.au>,
Clive Salvidge 0402 240038 <clive@iinet.net.
au>, Julien Menager 0423 829346 <Julien.
me@gmail.com>; SOs: John Carman, Nigel
Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild. Meetings: Last
Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne Park Bowling
Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.

[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Kalgoorlie:
Pres: Toby Houldsworth <drogue@bigpond.
com>, 0428 739956; Trs/SSO: Murray Wood
<muzel71@bigpond.net.au>, 08 90215771;
Sec/SO: Richard Breyley <richard.breyley@
matsa.com.au>, 0417 986896. Perth: SSO:
Mark Stokoe <Mark.Stokoe@health.wa.gov.
au>, 0414 932461.

Hill Flyers Club Inc.

<hillflyers@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary
Bennet 0412 611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls
0417 690386, Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397,
Dave Longman 08 93859469. Meetings held
on site during club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.

Western Microlight Club Inc.

Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres:
Keith Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey
0428 504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408
949004.

Western Soarers

PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason Kath
<jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril Eliopulos
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs: Greg Lowry <g.
lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs: Shaun Wallace,
Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull, Rick Williams,
Michael Duffy. Meetings: See [http://au.
groups.yahoo.com/group/western_soarers/].

Pres: Ken Jelleff <kenJ@jelfor.com.au>;
V-Pres: Gary Wheeler <jilgar@netspace.net.
au>; Sec: Kel Glare <kalkat@optusnet.com.
au>; Trs: Dean Marriott <dean@ultimate.net.
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Schools

Victoria

New South Wales

Queensland

Australia Wide Services
HGFA Approved Paraglider
Testing & Repairs

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best, our CFI
Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding Champion)
has been involved in paragliding since 1990 & instructing
for over 10 years.
➲➲
➲➲
➲➲
➲➲
➲➲
➲➲

Courses

Introductory & HGFA licence course
Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
SIV courses
Tow courses
XC tandem flights
Equipment Sales

Rainbow Paragliding•APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders

We are now conducting SIV courses.

See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Paragliding and Paramotoring

➲➲Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rain
bow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round,
60km cross-country flights have been achieved in winter!
➲➲FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
➲➲REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the
experts.
➲➲INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the
knowledge.
➲➲SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-in,
maintenance and repairs.
➲➲YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

`` Try our two-day FREE introductory
courses, tell your friends!

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia

New South Wales
HIGH ADVENTURE

Paragliding

Why come to north-east Victoria
to learn with Eagle School?
➲➲ A part from being fortunate enough to have the most
consistently reliable weather for training in Australia…
➲➲ Australia’s longest running Microlight school.
➲➲ Our person centred approach means that we value
feedback and individually tailor our training methods to
suit the student’s needs.
➲➲ We specialise in remedial training when you get stuck in
your present learning environment.
➲➲ We are interested in seeing you achieve your goals and
make your dreams a reality.
➲➲ You will receive ongoing support after
your licence
➲➲ We aim to shape you into a safe and confident pilot by
encouraging you to challenge yourself
in a safe and supportive environment.
➲➲ If you are already a Hang Glider, Paraglider or Glider pilot
you’ll learn for half price!
We look forward to assisting you to master a new set of skills
which will take you to new heights in every respect.
No pressure sales! Buy in your own time!
Feel free to contact us, we are happy to chat with you.

Stephen Ruffels CFI

16 Hargreaves Road, Bright, 3741
03 57501174 or 0428 570168, <fly@eagleschool.com.au>

Specialising in:
`` Paraglider pilots
to Paramotor pilots
– only $70 per hour

PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581

Learn in a holiday atmosphere!
Only three hours north of Sydney!
Australia’s biggest distributor
of Paragliding and Paramotoring
products, all online at the best prices.
See our website for more details

Look up our website:
[www.eagleschool.com.au]
Download our’Learn to Fly’ brochure for what’s involved, plus costs.

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>
[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

`` Our office and pilot accommodation at
North Haven Beach from $25 per night
`` Mountain bikes and surfboards supplied

(0429) 844 961

➲➲ C omprehensive testing and repairs to all paragliders
➲➲ Fully equipped service and repair agents for:
Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin, Gradient,
Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, Paratech, Sky,
Skywalk, Swing, UP
➲➲ Full written report
➲➲ Harness repair and modifications
➲➲ Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
➲➲ Parachute repacking
➲➲ Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, New
Zealand and Asia
➲➲ Prompt turnaround

[www.apcoaviation.com]
APCO Australia and PWC winner
of the Serial Class 2000

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
[www.activeflight.com.au]

established 1988

Western Australia

Professional Paragliding

➲➲
➲➲
➲➲
➲➲
➲➲
➲➲

Tandem Introductory Flights
Paragliding Courses and Certifications
Pilot Development Clinics
Free Introduction course
Tandem Endorsements
Sales and Service

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

Advertising Index
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Airborne Windsports
Canungra Paragliding Cup 2011
Canungra Hang Gliding Classic
Cross Country Magazine – Competition
Cross Country – XCMag Shop
HGFA – Accessories
HGFA – Annual General Meeting
HGFA – Committee Postal Ballot
High Adventure – UP
Keepit Soaring
Manilla Paragliding – Accessories
Manilla Paragliding - Sigma 8
Natalie’s Travel
One Small Planet
Pegasus Trike
Sports Camera
Warren Windsports
Paragliding Repair Centre
Poliglide.com

BC
38
37
33
35
IBC
43
43
31
9
17
37
21
41
21
9
IFC
9
31

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd
Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au>
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]

Larry Jones and Chris Brock departing
Wellington Airfield in XT-582 Outback
Photo: Larry Jones
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Classifieds

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per
issue will be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by
email <office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93362177 or post: 4a/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042. The deadline is the 1st of the month, one month prior to publication date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission of the classified must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include your contact details (for prospective buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verifi
cation) and the State under which you would like the classified placed. (Note that the above does not apply to com
mercial operators. Instructors may place multiple classified entries, but will be charged at usual advertising rates.)
Advertising Guidelines

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the maintenance requirements as
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should
always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of maintenance logs for the
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment
New South Wales
Sting 3 154, low hrs, in excellent condition. $3800. Contact:
Rod Prater & 0409 565775.

Paragliders & Equipment
New South Wales
‘06 Aerodyne Shaman DHV2, 97 to 120 kg. Red, orange &
yellow. Less than 10 hrs. Like new. $1,200 ono. Contact: David
Stevens & 0448 600124 or <soapyratt@yahoo.com.au>.

Airborne 912 SST Tundra T2-6181, Airborne’s first SST. It can
be viewed on their website & was sold to me at 100 hrs with
a new black/yellow wing. Rear disks, tundra tyres, etc, TT now
160 hrs (60 hrs on wing) $55,000. Contact: John Oliver &
0428 303484 or <johno@oliair.com>.
Airborne 582 X Outback/Classic T2-2889, base was an oil

injected 320 hrs Outback, now converted to a Classic with pod,
sideskirts & spats. Wizard wing with 150 hrs. Plus extras,
Krucker floats, trailer & outback binnacle. $16500 or will
separate trike $13,250 & floats $3,250. Contact: John Oliver
& 0428 303484 or <johno@oliair.com>.

Pegasus Aviation 912 GT450 Trike T2-2793, 100 hp 912,

Firebird Entrust Harness Large(suit 85 to 110 kg), little use,

electric trim, full analog instruments, 70 hrs only, handles
beautifully. 13.5 m2 GT450 wing or optional Quik 10m2 high
speed wing if preferred. $48,000. Contact: John Oliver &
0428 303484 or <johno@oliair.com>.

Niviuk Peak 2 EN-D, size 26 (95 to 115 kg), 120 hrs, excellent

General Equipment
Concertina Bag

no damage, like new. Austrialpin buckles, Safe-T-bar system,
reserve bridle. $450 ovno. Contact: David Stevens & 0448
600124 or <soapyratt@yahoo.com.au>.
condition, colour: Caron. Includes: Backpack (as new/unused),
three repair patches, compression tape. $2,000 incl. shipping.
Contact: Simon Houston & 0413 825727.

Microlights & Equipment
New South Wales
Redback Trike T2-6043, VGC, always hangared, original
Wizard wing also VGC, 196 hrs TT, Rotax 503, regretful sale,
$15,000 ono. Contact: Ron Sommer & 0407 484625.

Queensland
XT 912 with Cruze Wing plus trailer for urgent & reluctant
sale. Wing, motor & airframe ca. 645 hrs. Always hangared
& serviced by mechanic. Lots of spare parts & accessories
included. Comes with trailer. $28,000. Can deliver to Cairns
area free of charge. Contact: Alexander Rohrseitz & 0419
765503 / 07 40602002 or <sabinealex@bigpond.com>.

Victoria
Airborne Cruze Wing T2-6060, blue US, black stripe, GC 400
hrs, four years old, $4,000. Airborne Cruze wing T2-2997
yellow US, grey stripe, 250 hrs, always hangared & covered,
EC, three years old, $6,000. Contact: Steve & 0428 570168.

Airborne X-Series Redback with Wizard wing, Rotax 503DCDI motor. Only done 40 hrs flight time. Radio, two helmets,
two suits, PPT, mitts, stone guard. As new. $16,500 ono with
trailer. Contact: R Staveley & 0418 109658

PARA SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina bag,
PARA SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina bag,
PARA SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina bag,
PARA SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina bag,
www.parasupply.com

Press To Talk System

PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys,
PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys,
PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys,
www.parasupply.com

Poliglide

Kangook
The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection
with prices. Contact: Ben & 0418 753220.

Shane Hill piloting his Boomerang 8 to a task win
on the final day of the Ozone Corryong Open 2011
Photo: Che Golus
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