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The first ever Manilla XC Camp attracted over 80 pilots from Australia and around the
world to Mt Borah in search of stress-free daily cross-country flying, into the sunset
and with a friendly competitive edge. The weather conditions didn’t disappoint, every
day was flyable and nine of the 11 days provided excellent cross-country flying for
all levels. This new style of free-flying event offered weather/XC briefings, XC theory
sessions, online scoring and best of all, was free to attend and enter.

F

or most of December and
January, Manilla was the only dry
place to be in eastern Australia
for cross-country flying as to
the north, east and south the La Niña
rains flooded vast areas of the country.
The first two practise days continued
the trend and saw many personal best
distances set towards the Queensland
border of between 200 and 250km.
Online scoring for the XC Camp was
optional – those who were competitive
or just wanted to see where they flew
in relation to their friends uploaded daily.
The scores would count towards the XC
Open World Series as well. Others just
April 2011

Reflecting on some great XC days ahead
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German pilot Rainer Bueger on his green Omega 8 on glide

flew and enjoyed the conditions which
ranged from easy 100km open distance
days for novice pilots, to a few tactically
difficult days with variable winds offering
out and return and triangle days of up
to 140km, and on other days some
straight open distance to 263km for
the best pilots.
A handful of Open Class gliders were
present, most being Serial, Sport and Fun
class. In fact, Serial class and Sports class
gliders won six of the eight valid scoring
days, and three Sports class gliders and

one Fun class glider were in the top 10
overall! Many pilots also made good
use of the excellent SPOT GPS tracking
and messaging system for retrieve coordination and general XC safety as part
of a growing number of users of this
innovation worldwide.
The first few days took pilots east
towards the New England tablelands on
2500m bases and late starts with some
cirrus overshadowing. Best were the
Serial class pilots and Ion Ghilescu
(Omega 8 – MD) and Sebastian Benz

Multi-national Borah Basher ride with pilots from France, Poland, China, Czech Republic, UK and Moldova
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(Triton – CH) doing 110
and 114km.
A light trough,
aligned NW/SE, set up for
the next few days with
one front passing to the
south. Cross-countries
were mainly along the
well-formed trough
instability line, with
tracks varying depending
on which side of the
ancient volcano, the
1400m high Mt Kaputar,
pilots chose to fly. The
west route via Narrabri
to Moree proved to be
better each day than
the NW option via the
Horton Valley and Rocky
Creek which suffered
from over-shadowing.
Ivan Anissimov (AUS)
flew his Open Class R10
closer than most would dare to a late
evening supercell to take out the best
distance of the event during those days.
He flew 263km, landing NW of Moree.
Others elected to land earlier with 12
pilots flying between 100 and 248km that
day, including many PBs
at all levels.
An upper level trough lingered, and
stepped lapse rates occurred down low,
which combined with 40ºC plus days,
resulted in a few mostly blue days in
a row with variable wind directions.
Most pilots did well to handle the at
times quite rough thermals which often
averaged over 10m/s and had wind shears

Japanese pilots ready to fly 200km

in the mid-levels! During those slow going three days, pilots flew
various out and return, open distances and triangles around 100km
in four to six hours of flying per day. The best was 135km by regular
Manilla visitor Xavier Girin (New Caledonia) on his Aspen 3 Sports
class glider – he had two outright day wins in the event! Those that
pushed through the hot strong mid-afternoon thermals each day
were rewarded with super cruisy afternoon flying to relax in and
clock up extra kilometres to sunset.
As the category five tropical cyclone Yasi made its destructive
way west, it combined with a large high pressure system over the
Tasman Sea and sent moderate NW to NE winds over the region
with excellent cloud lines forming at 2600m plus. Launching was
only possible in lulls and the winds were cross more often than not.
It was tricky to get away from the Borah North launch as many
re-flights, even from some top pilots, proved.

A little launch help goes a long way
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Nothing less than
total Dedication
Adrian Fox
not all went as planned
for the road trip to Ben

Burning altitude at Booleroo Centre goal, SA state comps 2008

Nevis… firstly Sharpie and
I got a late start and the day was getting hot already
as we finally set off for the over 200km drive…

W

Swiss pilot Thomas Blatter on glide over Breeza Plains

M ANILLA X C C A M P
2 0 1 1 R e s u lt s
The days started later as the winds
eased and a low inversion needed to
break, thus distances were less than the
250km the wind plus cloud potential
offered. There were two of these late
start, yet fast days in a row, with average
cross-country speeds of over 40km/h
heading south past Lake Keepit to the
Breeza Plains. Best were 120 and 150km,
though only one was valid for scoring.

The last cross-country day also saw
the first ever crossing of the mid-section
of the 800m asl Liverpool Ranges 130km
south of Borah by Xavier Girin (NCal) and
Lorenz Fritz (DE).
A total of 66 pilots loaded tracks to
the XC Open website for scoring over the
11 days of the Manilla XC Camp. Many
thousands of kilometres were flown and
most pilots had 30 to 50 hours airtime
logged by the end. There were some
minor incidences, no injuries,
and one reserve throw. On the
whole, pilots flew very safely in
what was at times (Day 8 and 9
in particular), very strong and
rough conditions.
The Manilla XC Camp 2012
will be running from 4 to 11
February, so save your holidays
now for this event which
gathers like-minded crosscountry pilots in one place
for stress-free flying.

OVERALL

1
2
3

Anissimov, Ivan AU Ozone Mantra R10.2
(Wife)
4592
Benz, Sebastian CH Nova Triton (Nova) 4287
Wenness, Godfrey AU Advance Omega 8
(Flymanilla.com)
4274

SERIAL CLASS

1
2
3

Benz, Sebastian CH Nova Triton (Nova) 4287
Wenness, Godfrey AU Advance Omega 8
(Flymanilla.com)
4204
Fritz, Lorenz DE Ozone Delta
4002

SPORTS CLASS

1
2
3

Fritz, Lorenz DE Ozone Delta
Girin, Xavier FR Gradient Aspen 3 (XG)
Kimber, Paul AU Nova Factor

4002
3761
3365

FUN CLASS – NOVICE P ilots

1
2
3

Hall, Warren AU Advance Epsilon 6
Nelson, Tony UK Firebird Raven
(Firebird UK, Simon Murphy)
Noble, Stephen AU Advance Epsilon 6

2581
1652
1428

WOMEN

1
2
3

Zellweger, Petra (F) CH Swing Astral 6
Withecombe, Kirsty (F) AU Gin Sprint
(Home Loans Now)
Fardell, Sonya (F) AU Skywalk Tequila 2
(Tribalflight)

821
617
465

Final glide into the sunset by French pilot Nicholas Grillon
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e got to the forest track
up to launch where I took
a wrong turn and ended
up going up via the other
end of Cowans track – not a problem
initially, but it was shortly to be.
The track narrowed and then turned
into really serious 4WD territory, and
I do mean serious! In the meantime,
Sharpie was videoing the ascent up this
track from hell and making comments
about how rugged it was on the way
to Benny and how dedicated the pilots
must be to have go up this track to fly…
At that point it became really steep and
rutted, with big boulders poking out
at odd angles and my Rav crawled and
bounced its way to the top – mostly with
two wheels off the ground at any given
moment. It was a little bit hairy at times,
but we got to the top with pilots and
gliders undamaged… thank goodness
it wasn’t wet or we would be stuck
there still (or in a mangled wreck at the
bottom). Hard to believe that people go
out and do this kind of thing for fun!
Eventually we found the right part
of the track and got to launch which, by
the way, wasn’t much better due to the
recent storms and rain.
In eager anticipation of a really good
flight at this spectacular Victorian site we
made our way to the rock face along the
walking track only to find it was blowing
an absolute gale and the direction was
almost completely across the face! Well,
we decided to wait for a bit, just in case
it lightened off and straightened up
as well – it never did.
On the face of a granite boulder
is not a good place to be in over 40ºC
– it was like a furnace, you could smell
the dryness of the surrounding forest
in the air.
April 2011

After about an hour of waiting we
decided to give it away and head back to
the coast over 200km away. As we arrived
back home I checked the web and saw it
was on at Spion, so we quickly departed
for the coast and the front that was
moving in.
After dealing with some very slow
and heavy holiday traffic, we eventually
got to Spion only to find that the front
had passed and there was nothing – not
a breath behind it. Bugger…
After nearly 500km of driving for the
day, and not even a little bit of flying for
either of us, I was a bit disappointed. I
had really wanted to get Sharpie into the
air so he could get his confidence back
after not flying for about four months.
The following day we set off early
to Spion again, but most of Sharpie’s
hair was nearly blown off in the howling,
searing southerly buster that suddenly
came in at 80km/h. It took three people
to hold his glider down!
Hopefully tomorrow will be better…

Cape Jervis, South Australia

Limestone quarry Rapid Bay, South Austalia

Photos: Paul Kelley
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Horsham Week 2011: 5 to 12 February
David Cleland
It was a baptism of fire, as a first time contest director (CD), with the plans to have the Horsham north/south
runway torn up just prior to the comps. David Eltringham of the HRCC was flexible and did a great job in
rearranging schedules to suit us and I thank David and the Council very much on behalf of all of us. Then we had
the floods, then we lost the use of a tug and finally we had a week of very average gliding weather. However,
we flew every second day so all was not lost.

I

t was good to see the surprise on some
of the faces of the class winners and of
course the achievement trophy. I enjoyed
the job so I will be back next year for the
second (and final) year as CD and Horsham
Week 2012 (the 47th Horsham week
comp) will start Saturday, 4 February and
run to Saturday 22 February. I hope to
see all participants of this year back again
and will work hard to get the numbers
up. Horsham week 2012 will remain
with tradition and commence the first
Saturday in February, the 4th and run
to Saturday 11 February inclusive.Next
year there is, at the time of writing, an
unfortunate clash with Narromine Multiclass National comps. Narromine may
consider running their comps late in 2011
when the weather is usually better, I am
reliably told.
Class winners were: Open Rolf
Buelter (Geelong GC), 15m Geoff Vincent
(Grampians SC), Standard Gary Stevenson
(Grampians SC) and performance Noel
Vagg and Jim Henkel (Beaufort GC).
This year, daily prizes were of the more
practical type such as fans, torches, etc,
rather than bottles of wine.
Participation came from eight clubs
with Beaufort around a third of the

group followed by Grampians, Geelong,
Bendigo, Corangamite and then a good
number from South Australia (Waikerie
and Adelaide) and of course VMFG.
We did our second annual survey of
pilots covering the comp and, apart from
the weather, almost all categories were
up from last year. We fell down on task
setting. The website was a big hit and
our thanks go to Jarek Mosiejewski for
his hard work on the site. Take a look
at [www.horshamweek.org.au].
I would like to thank the Horsham
Flying Club staff, Lorelle and her dedicated team, and the organising committee
for their wonderful work beforehand
and during the week. This was Lorelle
Esmore’s 30th year of catering for
Horsham Week, a magnificent achievement and her long standing assistant,
Shirley Smith, has been helping for over
40 years!
Saturday 5th, Day 1, Take 1
Initial weather briefing showed that the
day was doubtful with the maximum temperature forecast at 23ºC. At the later
briefing at noon, the day was cancelled.
The heavy rain band passed to the north
of Horsham. The good news is that the

Briefing day one

6

Soaring Australia

next three days look like being great
soaring days as the temperature at
10000ft has dropped from +12ºC to –6ºC.
Sunday 6th, Day 1, Take 2
Turned out to be a brilliant day and was
under tasked. Open/18m and 15m classes
were given an AST to Kaniva, Diapur and
Murtoa, a total of 231km. Standard and
Performance class AST was to Goroke,
Dimboola and Jung, 171km. The launch
of 23 gliders including two self launchers
took 35 minutes with four tugs. All gilders
returned safely, some deciding to stay up
for some more fun after finishing. Tracy
Tabart arrived after the comp started and
went on task.
Keith Willis was third in the world
in the OLC contest on Sunday, well done
to Keith.
Monday 7th, Day 2, Take 1
Gridding was reversed with Performance
class starting first and Open/18m starting
last. Another AST task was set with Standard and Open/18m classes on a 191km
task to Nhill, Netherby and Jung. Performance and 15m classes have been set
159km to Nhill, Antwerp and Jung.
With the temperature at 21ºC we
launched the sniffer, Keith Willis, in his
PW5. He got to 3000ft AGL with modest
and variable lift. At 1pm we launched
the first class, Performance class, some
six gliders and held the rest of the launch.
This class struggled to get to 3000ft let
alone to stay there and the day was
then cancelled.

Ailsa McMillan and John Buchanan
from the Geelong Gliding Club

outlandings; one was an aero retrieve,
one an engine restart and three by trailer.
Wednesday 9th, Day 3, Take 1
The day did not look promising from the
start but an AAT task was set to Murtoa,
Dimboola and the Arapiles, a scratch distance of 193km. Marshalling was to start
later than usual at 1:30pm. However, it
was delayed further and a second temp
trace was done, this time with David
Wilson, our met man and pilot Mark Griffin.
The day was cancelled after that. Jack
Hart took a flight late in the afternoon
just to brush away the cobwebs.
Thursday 10th, Day 3, Take 2
Finally we got day three on the way at
1pm with only one re-light. Keith Willis,
our daily sniffer in ZAW, quickly got to
4000ft and the launch was started. Again
the task was an AAT but this time to the
north with the first turn point Jeparit,
then Brim and Murtoa on the way home.
The scratch distance was 190km with the
first two classes, Performance and 15m,
having a two-and-a-half hour task and
the last two, Open and Standard, hav-

Buzz Bailey and Tony Tabart

ing a two hour task. The day heated
up above David Wilson’s predicated
temperature curve, but the rate of
increase slowed just at launch time yet
gained strength towards the end of the
launch. The launch took a fairly lengthy
57 minutes for 24 gliders. The initial tows
were quite long. Jack Hart in his DG 400
had engine issues but was able to do
a late start at 3:15pm. There were four
outlandings and Jack Hart was unable
to compete due to his late start.
Saturday 12th, Day 4 Take 2
The height for the day was estimated
to be 4000ft and fairly soon after launch,
cloudbase was 3800ft AGL so our weather
man, David Wilson, was right on the
knocker! We needed 20ºC to launch and
we reached almost 20ºC at launch time.
It took only 37 minutes to get the fleet
in the air which was down to 25 gliders
including three self launchers, not a
bad effort for four tugs. The task today
was AAT again with the first turnpoint
Minyip, then Goroke for a minimum of
two-and-a-half for all classes. The radius
around both turn points is a hefty 30km.

Performance class winners Jim Henkel and Noel Vagg
from the Beaufort Gliding Club

Photos: Jarek Mosiejewski
It was a tough day in the office again
as we had 10 outlandings which included
one technical outlanding. The knives in
the back of the CD and tasksetters are
slowly being removed. The main thing
is, of course, that all landed back safely
or outlanded safely.
However during the comp we had
only one relight and that was on day
three and during the whole week we
flew every second day which is not too
bad considering the weather.

Tuesday 8th, Day 2, Take 2
A fairly tough day in the office, but we
did get the fleet away. Keith Willis once
again provided height and strength of
the thermals and he was able to obtain
a height of over 3000ft AGL and the
day began, this time with Standard class
first. The task was the first AAT for the
comp and was the same for all classes.
Turnpoints were Goroke and Antwerp
both with a 25km radius. There were five
April 2011
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An Essential Triable
Matthew Cameron
In the past few articles we have considered various instruments that are found in the cockpit of gliders plus
the types of charts that are used in navigation. In this article all the various pieces will come together and allow
us to carry out the necessary calculations to work out the effect of wind on our glider. It may sound confusing at
first but I can assure you that it is not rocket science and it easily understood if you carry out the process in
a logical manner.
360º(T)
y
C One hour

Figure 1

AC = Track made good

ur)

e ho

H
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60 (o
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Consider
the following:
a glider is flying in a straight
line heading true
15º
Drift angle
north (360T), suppose its TAS (true
airspeed) is 60kt.
It proceeds directly
into headwind of 15kt.
Thus its speed over the
A
ground (groundspeed) is
60 – 15 = 45kt. Note the
Heading
distinction. Relative to the
air the speed of the glider is
H
60kt BUT if the whole air mass
through which the glider is flying
is moving backwards at 15kt the
speed of the glider relative to the
ground is only 45kt (Figure 1).
Consider the reverse situation, the
glider is flying at 60kt TAS on a heading
of true north (360T) but this time the
W/V is from due south (180T) at a speed
of 15kt. What is the groundspeed of
the glider? In this case movement of
the air mass will assist the glider across
the surface of the earth, hence
60 + 15 = 75kt groundspeed (Figure 2).
For those who do not consider
the effect of W/V note that in these
two simple examples the difference in
ground-speeds is some 30kt, at 60kt
TAS that is 30 minutes of flying time.
However, it is unlikely that the wind will
be either a direct head or tailwind, what
is more likely is that the wind is from the
side at a particular angle. Consider a man
rowing a boat across a lake, he chooses a
point on the far shore and rows directly
to it. Now consider the same boat in a
flowing river.

If the rower attempts to row directly across the river he will be forced
downstream by the current. The amount
that the rowboat is forced downstream
in directly proportional to the speed
of both the boat and the current, the
same thing happens to a glider in flight.
If you fitted the rowboat with a small
motor and preceded across the river at
double the speed of the rower the drift
downstream would be less.
If the glider maintains a constant
heading he will drift downwind by an
amount proportional to the gliders true
airspeed and the wind velocity. Eg, if
the wind velocity is 20kt directly abeam
the glider at the end of one hour at
a TAS of 60kt our glider will drift 20
nautical miles, equal to 20-degrees
of drift. If the TAS is faster the
wind effect will be lesser for a
360º(T)
given time frame. At a TAS of
y
100kt the drift after one hour
would still be 20nm; however,
the glider would be another
40nm from departure point
and the angular difference,
ie, the drift would only
be 11.5º. Depending on
the angle of the wind
the groundspeed of the
glider may be greater
or lesser than the TAS,
thus it is obvious
that W/V has both
a crosswind and
head/tailwind
component.
As I have
mentioned
previously,
power pilots
carry out this
procedure
on every
flight,
usually
W/V 6/s = 54kt

W/V 270º 15kt
B

60 nautical miles (track)

M

any will question why, in this day
of electronic navigation, such
knowledge is necessary. There
are, in my opinion, several valid
reasons. Firstly you need to know which
way the wind will drift you off track,
remember if you have to divert off track
to find lift it is preferable to proceed
on the upwind side. The drift will also
be different on each leg of a triangular
task. Secondly, depending on the wind
direction and its velocity it may influence
the direction you fly around a triangular
task. Thirdly and most importantly when
you are far from home and the electronics
pack up you will have all the necessary
information to guide you home in a safe
and efficient manner.
It will be claimed by many that electronics are so reliable that this is not even
worth considering. You don’t have to ask
many questions to learn that there are
glider pilots who have actually experienced such events; they are somewhat reluctant to share their experiences. Heat, cold
and battery failure appear to be the main
culprits. The result of many recent commercial aviation accidents shows that
automation and electronics within aircraft
cockpits continue to deceive pilots to the
point of complacency. The systems are
so reliable that when they do fail pilots
continue to believe the false information
provided. I doubt that glider pilots are
immune to this type of event.
It always amazes me, glider pilots will
go to extreme lengths to prepare themselves for cross-country flights yet ignore
the most basic navigations skills. The first
step is to understand the effect wind and
its velocity has on ANY aircraft including
gliders. Consider a balloon in free flight.
If a balloon in launched in perfectly still
air it will rise in the atmosphere vertically
above the launch point. If there is any wind
the balloon will drift downwind at a rate
equal to the wind velocity. You should
note that relative to the air the balloon
has no air speed but it does have groundspeed, ie, its speed over the ground will
be the same as the wind velocity.

15º

W/V 270/15(T)

the necessary calculations are made using
a pilots’ navigational com-puter. Very
few glider pilots carry such a device and
many will tell you that cockpit electronics
have made them redundant. I disagree, if
you want to proceed on a cross-country
flight with some efficiency and speed you
HAVE to know what effect the wind and
its velocity will have on your glider. In
addition, it is obvious that in the process
you may encounter either
a headwind or a tailwind component
from the wind. You need to know what
the effect of wind is on any particular
flight, particularly if involved in a
competition. It is a bit late to get airborne
only to find that the W/V ascertained
from your electronic device is a screaming
headwind for the first leg of a task.
The start of the process it to obtain
the forecast wind and its velocity from
the Bureau of Meteorology off their website [bom.gov.au] in the aviation section.
The Australian PCA chart will show which
forecast area you are located in. W/V is
normally forecast for the following heights
above sea level, 2000, 5000, 7000, 10 000
and 14 000ft. It is normal for both the
direction and velocity to vary with height.
Note that the direction specified is the
direction from which the wind is blowing
and is expressed as a true (T) direction
and the velocity is in knots.
The next claim from the disbelievers
is that if the w/v varies with height (it
usually does) which W/V do you use? A
reasonable question with a simple answer,
having consulted the forecast for the day
I am sure that you will have worked out a
preferred upper altitude working height,
for instance with a cloud base of 10 000ft
perhaps 5 to 10 000. Average out the W/V
for these heights and use this as a basis
for your calculations.
As an example, let us assume that our
glider pilot wished to glide from position
A, his home aerodrome to position B
an aerodrome distant some 60nm. For
the purpose of the exercise we will also
assume a true airspeed (TAS) of 60kt.
On consulting the forecast he notes
that the W/V is 270/15kt at all altitudes.
(This is entirely possible) Having plotted
positions A and B on his WAC chart he
measures the direction (T) to be 360º, true
north. Once in the air he achieves good
lift and sets forth towards aerodrome B
maintain a constant heading of 360(T).
The question is, without thermalling
where will he be at the end of one hour’s
flying? Note that the glider will drift
downwind when thermalling.

What will happen is that although
he maintains a constant heading of 360º
(T) the wind of 270/15 will have drifted
our pilot sideways by an amount equal
to the wind speed, ie, 15kt (Figure 1).
Thus his actual track made good diverges
away from the initial requirement to
proceed directly to aerodrome B. If our
pilot had allowed for the wind, arrival at
aerodrome B would have been successful.
To allow for the wind and its speed we
can either do the calculations on a pilots’
navigational computer or carry out the
process on a sheet of plain paper with no
other additional tools except a protractor
and a ruler. All of the elements involved,
(six) are called the triangle of velocities.
We can draw this triangle accurately
as long as we use a constant scale. It is
convenient to use nautical miles; we can
either measure them off the distance
scale on a WAC chart or the latitude
scale on the same chart because one
minute of latitude is equal to a nautical
mile. If you wish to use small values you
may use millimetres. Firstly we draw a
vertical line to represent the direction
between A and B. We mark two positions
on this line using the latitude scale so
that they are 60nm apart, this is called
the track. From aerodrome A using the
same scale we draw the wind vector of
15nm downwind.
Using our ruler we measure a distance of 60nm (knots) off the distance
scale, this is our true airspeed (TAS). Place
one end of the ruler at the end of the
wind vector and the measured distance
of 60nm on the track. We have now completed the triangle and can measure both
the heading (T) to allow for the wind
and the actual groundspeed (G/S) (Figure
2). Note that in this case the wind vector
is laid off from your starting point.
We measure the difference between
the TAS line and the track line with a
protractor we find that the angle is 15º.
If we subtract this angle from 360º
360º(T)
we arrive at 345º (T). If we
flew on this heading
y 120º(T)
from the start at
a constant
TAS
6/s

107(T)

=7

TAS 60kt

Figure 3

4kt

and the wind remained constant we
would arrive over B in exactly one hour.
Once you know and understand what
you are doing it may be completed in
less than a minute. Note it is convention
to label the heading with one arrow, the
track with two and the W/V with three
arrows, this prevents mistakes.
Consider an example with different
values and directions, our glider pilot
decides that he would like to fly from
position Y to position Z. Consulting his
WAC chart he draws a line between both
aerodromes, measures the track distance
as 100nm and the direction 120º (T). Consulting the weather forecast he notes
that the W/V is a constant 340/20, ie it
is blowing from 340º (T) and its speed is
20kt, TAS is 60kt. The resultant triangle
is shown in Figure 3. The difference
between the heading and the track is
the drift and in this case it is equal to
120 – 107 = 13º to the right of heading.
Note that although the W/V is at an
angle to the track it is still providing
a tailwind component to the TAS equal
to 14kt hence our groundspeed is 74kt.
If we fly this heading and our groundspeed remains constant it will take
81 minutes to arrive at our destination.
Previously I mentioned that power
pilots carry out wind calculations on a
navigational computer. Essentially such
a device is nothing more than a circular
slide rule that allows pilots to solve the
normal time/speed distance problem
on one side and the wind calculations
on the other. Perhaps the standard is
an E6b or sometimes known as a Dalton
Computer. They are easily obtained
wherever pilot supplies are available.
Now the good news for the electronically
devout, such a device is available that
will carry out the necessary calculations
electronically, simply type in E6b
software on Google.
This is a very basic introduction as
to how wind and its velocity will affect
a glider in flight, compared to power
flying the basics are complicated by
the gliders requirement to thermal and
varying TAS, however, they still apply.
At least you will know what to anticipate
in relation to drift and whether you will
have a tailwind component or not on a
particular leg. Averaging true airspeeds
and wind velocities can be surprisingly
accurate and may, some dark and
stormy afternoon, get you
out of trouble.
z

Figure 2: Allowing for wind effect
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Chasing the horizon
Chris Atkinson
Going the distance…

T

o recapitulate for those who haven’t
followed my journey in the attempt to
break the paramotor world distance
record: On 13 March 2010 I managed
to set the latest standing Australian
long distance record to 464km. Since
then I have been working to improve
my equipment and my project has now
grown bigger than I could ever have
anticipated, from organising my ground
crew, providing them with transport and
communication equipment, to making
sure I obey the rules of the HGFA and FAI
to the letter. Let’s not forget the weather,
my biggest ally and hurdle all in one.
Enormous challenges arise from
strong tailwinds stretching for over a
1000km in a straight line within the land
mass of Australia. These winds are often
associated with weather patterns which
can lead to rain and other unpleasant
obstacles on the way. Safety is a priority
and is discussed at length before every
attempt to minimise any risks to myself
and the ground crew.
As you can see, the logistics are rather
complex. I am not a professional pilot,
I am a builder. I do this because I enjoy
the challenge and it gets my mind off
work. I am very driven and will overcome
any obstacles to break this record.
Recently I have been modifying my
cage to a larger diameter to fit a larger
propeller, tried different propellers, and
fine-tuned the fuel management system
which was high on my agenda.
After thoroughly studying the weather around Australia, I came to the conclusion that one of the best places to
10 Soaring Australia

attempt this record would be Bowen in
North Queensland. What convinced me
was a 10-year record of past weather
patterns in this region. So holidays
were planned and, with the help of
my dedicated ground crew of Herbert
Hobiger, Brett Paul and Ian Shea, we
travelled to Bowen. I must say I have
never met any paramotoring-friendlier
folks than the people of Bowen. We had
the Whitsundays Mayor Mike Brunker
supporting us all the way – from arranging the media to access to the airport
and other areas – nothing seemed too
much trouble.
The local people were very helpful
and the place is an awesome location to
fly a paramotor, with beautiful beaches
and ample take-offs, a dream come true.
There are also a couple of islands close
by. Round-back Mountain is only a short
flight away and is easily soarable in the
right conditions. Heaps of wildlife can be
seen from the air, including barramundi,
turtles, sharks, rays, wallabies and feral
pigs, to name a few. It is a great place to
relax, and the company of Herbert, Brett,
Ian and the local paramotor guru Bob
Bauer made this a trip of a lifetime.
I got plenty of recreational flying,
but the nickname of ‘Blowin’ Bowen’
unfortunately didn’t live up to its name.
Breaking the weather pattern from the
previous six years, the record attempt
wasn’t going to happen. We used the few
stronger days to test some of the camera
equipment and other gear plus take-offs,
landings and ground-handling. We never
had the easterlies going all the way to

Tennant Creek as planned. With one
opportunity gone, another one will come.
On 13 November I finally thought it
time for a new attempt and hopefully a
step closer to the big flight. The weather
looked good with the possibility to reach
the 800km mark. Long drives in the
countryside and numerous phone calls
had paid off to secure us a private airfield
near Oakey. My ground crew of Herbert
and Cass helped me prepare for takeoff, and constant winds of 15 to 20km/h
from the north-east made the morning
look promising. I decided to take 45 litres
of fuel and sand bags for securing the
trailing edge of my glider to the ground
while I get hooked into the harness and I
make my last security check with the help
of my crew. Finally, the table on which
my engine rested was removed. Herbert
and Cass watched, one on each side,
should anything go wrong and assistance
be required. Then it was all up to me: I
managed a picture-perfect inflation, the
glider coming up straight, and I turned
around. One of the lines got tangled
in the left ear muff – “Here we go,” I
thought to myself – but against all odds I
managed to sort it out as my 34m2 Dudek
Nucleon waited patiently above my head.
Take-off went perfectly. That’s when I
thought all the hours of ground-handling
in full gear and strong winds were
worth the effort. Gaining height very
slowly, things looked rather promising.
I left Oakey at 7:30am in the morning,
heading towards Forbes and Wyalong in
NSW. After barely five minutes in the air,
the first thermal of the day facilitated
April 2011

my climb while flying through. On such
long distance flights, I don’t have much
opportunity to circle for height. The next
6.5 hours were spent mostly between
1500 and 6000ft, always chasing the best
possible tailwind. In and out of thermals,
I encountered some amazing lift of over
11m/sec. With this came some extremely
rough patches where I felt like a piñata.
During calmer stretches, I had time
to admire the beauty of outback Queensland. Passing halfway between Goondiwindi and Inglewood into Northern
NSW, I could see water in every puddle
and dam, the countryside looked
lusher and greener than I had ever
seen. Ground speed was good with an
average of 75km/h, reaching 90km/h
for short periods of time, but slower
then I had expected. By recalculating my
probable distance, with the remaining
fuel on board, a 700km distance was still
within my reach. Following some minor
adjustments to maximise my ground
speed and also avoid a few rather large
and intimidating looking forests with

little and no landing options, my journey
continued to go well. For a very short
time, I was accompanied by a large
wedge-tail eagle heading past Moree
to my right.
Cumulus clouds started to build
higher and at times I had to avoid small
showers, but all was going well so far.
Later, while passing Narrabri to the east,
I encountered a large forest forcing me
to deviate around this beautiful, but
paramotor-unfriendly environment. It was
reassuring to know my Spot (a satellite
tracking system) would let Herbert and
Cass know where I was headed as I no
longer followed the planned track, but
now headed further to the south-east
around the densely vegetated area. After
about 20 minutes, the terrain changed
and I tried to get back on track when
disaster struck: first some rattling noise,
and then a prop strike. Not knowing
exactly what had hit my propeller, I had
to land. After making it safely into a large
paddock near Mullaley, not all that far
from the highway, at 2pm, I found the
culprit upon inspection of my engine:
some bolts from the pull starter housing

had sheared off and hit the propeller, taking some small chunks of wood out.
Although happy with my decision to land,
I was also a bit disappointed. With all the
hard work gone into this day, I beat my
Australian record by only four kilometres
with 468km.
Herbert and Cass arrived a couple
of hours later, after finding their way
through a maze of small roads with
the help of the local farmer. This was
my second attempt to reach the 800km
milestone, and both trials failed only due
to minor mechanical issues. The last 12
months have been a steep learning curve,
and it is only a matter of time before
I get it right. I am determined to keep
going, and such setbacks only make me
stronger, as I am learning from it all.
A big thank you to the ground crew
of Cass, Herbert and my partner Tina who
looked after me, tracking my every move
on the computer and helping keep the
boys informed via satellite phone, as well
as to my sponsors Kangook, My House
Builders, Dudek, Born propellers, Dick
Smith Foods, Cerakote and Advance
Micro-flight who have helped make
these flights possible.

The Company Which Produces High Quality Paragliding Wings And Equipment
Which Sets NEW World Standards!

OUR SPECIAL

for this season,
till 31 May 2011, we give a fantastic
up to 20% off of a sold wing, and 10% off
all rescue chute and harness equipment.

GREEN (DHV 1) – the first DHV 1
with finesse over 8 t 20% off
BLUE (DHV 1-2) – wing for beginners
and advanced pilots t 15% off
BLUE MT (DHV 1-2) – the ultra light
wing starts from 3,5kg t 20% off

			 BLUE two – wing for
tandem flights t 20% off
RED (DHV 2) – a champion wing
for champions t 15% off
Dynamic has one name: BLACK (ACRO) t 10% off
ORANGE ST – the lightest manageable rescue
system that can take up to 130kg of weight
GREY – is a perfect multi functional harness
for all body size and shapes

Make your new wing your own in choosing your own liked colour – visit our website!
Find out more details by visiting the AIRSPORT TEAM 5 Pty Ltd
website www.airsport-team5.com.au or email <info@airsport-team5.com.au>
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A Legend Lives On
Shanta Woodhall
There are many coastal
sites with beautiful
easterlies blowing up
their faces, but without
any pilots there to
fly them they may soon
be forgotten again.

Smokey Cape Lighthouse and Jeffs landing approach
Photo: Sandy Thompson

A
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After gathering our cars up we found
ourselves cooling off in the cove reliving
our decisions and analysing the good
and not so good ones, learning from
everything and reminding ourselves

how good we have it here in Australia…
in NSW particularly. Sandy was happy
to see the legend of South West Rocks
would continue to live on a little longer
thanks to enthused free flyers!

Launch at Duck Pond

ustralia’s east coast offers a bountiful
array of tracks to explore with the
possibility of a launch site at the end
of your hard work. There are explorers amongst paragliding fraternities
who have traversed our vast country
and found some spectacular flying sites
off the beaten track. Due to paragliding
being a fairly new sport, there is little
documented evidence of these hidden
gems. Knowledge is passed on from one
enthused pilot to another. Without this
community of shared wealth these sites
may become lost and lonely from lack
of flying visitors.

Coastal cross-country ridge lines

committing to each ridge.” And
a commitment it turns out to be…
There are very few bomb-out options
and you have to be confident you can
glide to the next ridge line. Playing in
these bowls is thrilling, the views are
divine, like Fijian beaches the water
looked turquoise close to shore and was
rimmed with white sandy shorelines.
This coastal run is complicated, but
it is so rewarding once you cross the last
ridge and the view of the white Smokey
Cape lighthouse against the blue sky
and green ridge jumps out at you. The
final glide towards the marine beacon
feels almost like an artificial backdrop
– a canvas painting – but it’s very real.
It was also very lifty and on this
particular weekend and the landing
required Big Ears to the beach… all that
was missing to make this even better
was a beach bar where we could pull
up a pew and enjoy an ice cold beer.
The experience of flying a small ridge
run on the coast was astounding, it’s
nothing like the big distances you get
in the beautiful flatlands, but quite a
different form of flying in comparison.
It offers such different rewards to
the pilot.

One hidden gem is on the mid-north
coast of NSW at a popular surfing and
fishing spot, South West Rocks. Before
you get to the launch site, the town itself
offers plenty; a great coffee shop at Horse
Shoe Cove and it’s worth bringing the surf
board along to this great cove for some
nice waves and to cool off, there’s good
pub grub and plenty of accommodation
options with $5 camping fees at the
National Park, sleeping amongst the wildlife, possums, goannas and kangaroos
or for five-star camping Trial Bay Gaol
National Park offers beach front sites
with an onsite café for Sunday brekky
pancakes and coffee after waking up to
exquisite views of the Pacific!
But the hidden gem is off the tourist
track. It starts at the duck pond near
Little Bay picnic area, a stunning view
out towards the Pacific Ocean and ends
a 10km walk away at Smokey Cape
lighthouse. A coastal cross-country!
This launch was once loved by hang
glider pilots, and a few may still enjoy
the site, but this weekend Senior Safety
Officer from the Northern Beaches, Sandy
Thompson, was keeping the legend alive
for paraglider pilots. Sandy has been
exploring NSW sites for 15 years and has

enjoyed the challenge of turning
a coastal ridge lift flight into a bit of a
cross-country.
This launch is a little tricky and the
wind needs to be moderate north-east,
so that, with a little brake on, you rise.
It’s not a launch for the faint-hearted.
The optional landing zone is Little Bay,
though even on low tide, the swell was
quite big so pilots were begging Mother
Nature for some lift… up, up and away!
One sweep to the left towards Little
Bay and the vario is making happy
sounds. Crystal blue waters and foaming
waves are dropping away below and the
glider overhead rises above the cliff edge.
A smooth turn back and towards launch
brings the glider to Hanging Rock, the
first of the ridges.
If you are above Hanging Rock you
can pass over into the next bowl. From
here on listen to your vario and if the
happy sounds are singing, it’s time to
play! Sandy was the first to launch and
all pilots were relieved to see him rise
above us quite quickly. After he had
passed Hanging Rock, he commented
via the radio, “Don’t forget to turn
and test your forward speed before

Photo: Sandy Thompson

Smokey Cape Lighthouse
Photo: Sandy Thompson

Photo: Jeff Woodhall
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Battling a Kiwi in Welkom:
South African Nationals 2010
Bruce Taylor
Early last year I visited the Jonkers factory in Potchefstroom, a couple of hours’ drive south-west of
Johannesburg. I flew a couple of models of the JS1, which were actually test flights for me, flown with
the intention of deciding whether I wanted to buy one. As time went on, I placed an order, for what turned
out to be JS1, serial number 15.

Eight JS1s all in a row! There were 12 in the
competition – almost like a one-design competition

T

he founders of Jonkers Sailplanes, Uys
and Attie, are a likeable pair of fellows,
and as my glider progressed there was an
informal invitation to come back for the
South African Nationals, held during the
middle two weeks of December. As our
season arrived here in Oz, the weather
showed us its full strength, and the pattern went from bad to worse. Two State
comps were completely washed out, the
multi-class Nationals struggled to get half
the days flown, and very few days went
past when I was sad to be earthbound.
My JS1 arrived in time for the first
competition in Kingaroy in mid-September,
and after that competition was cancelled
I did my best to be in the air every day.
But by the end of November I had still
only accrued 60 hours in the glider. The
invitation to go to Welkom for the South
African Nationals was starting to look
really attractive. Brad Edwards had also
ordered a JS1, and it would be brand new
and waiting at the factory for him to use
if he decided to go too. Just the right
amount of pressure was applied, and
suddenly we all had tickets for Jo’burg.
I found a JS1 that was available
for rent, along with a car, and paid my
entry fee. Carol Clifford, who is the Beryl
Hartley of gliding in SA, made all our
arrangements as easy as possible. As
the time passed we heard tales of super
weather over there. John Coutts sent
photos of varios pegged while passing
through 16 000ft, 1000km flights came
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and went, and it stayed hot and dry. This
made me very nervous.
We all caught the same flight and
arrived in Jo’burg on 8 December, to a sky
full of storms. Then Anita and I flew to
Bloemfontein to collect our car and glider,
and Brad drove to the Jonkers factory in
Potchefstroom to get his glider sorted
out. Like Australia, South Africa is a land
of extremes. The weather varies between
ballistic and crappy blue, the countryside
from mountainous to monotonous, and
personal wealth from immeasurable
riches to desperate poverty. Travelling
through the countryside was a bit of an
eye-opener, but of course the weather
stayed ‘BIG’ and I looked forward to some
thumping 10-knotters!
Anders Andersen, my Danish glider
owner, met us at the airport in Bloemfontein. The Argentinean women’s hockey
team was also on our flight, and there
was a native dance performance going
on in the terminal building, which Anders
assured us was for our benefit! He took
us to the gliding field in a big Mercedes
SUV, which we discovered was the one
we were to keep for our stay – nice one!
Then he proceeded to start putting
together all the bits we needed to make
the gliding part of our trip work, like
the ground handling gear, parachute,
instruments, wing stands, etc., until he
realised that he needed to leave right
now to catch his plane back to Denmark.
As we leaped into the car to depart he
kind of pointed to the glider (still rigged)

and the trailer, but we assured him that
we knew what to do with it, although the
approaching storm was a concern.
We delivered Anders to the airport
via his house, where we were to spend
the night, and then rushed back to
the gliding field to get the JS1 in the
box before the storm arrived. All that
went well, we borrowed some more
things from Dick Bradley, who runs the
commercial operation at Bloemfontein,
then retired to Anders’ house for the
night. It is in a gated community, with
quite strict security checks, and stands
proudly right on top of the highest hill. It
is built in an African style with a thatched
roof, and is large – too big for just the
two of us.
The next day on the road to Welkom
(a couple of hours north) we figured out
some things. One was that we had taken
the most direct route, but certainly not
the fastest. It was solid road works almost
all the way, and became a three hour
drive. The other thing was that we drove
past plenty of indications of tough living
for many South Africans. There were
miles of shanty towns, and hundreds of
people walking on the roads, some going
somewhere, others selling stuff, still more
just passing the time. This appears to be
normal, and of course as time goes on
you get used to it.
At Welkom we found our B and B,
settled in, and then went to the airport.
It looked to be ex-military, with a really
long sealed strip and a tower, and the
April 2011

usual security fences. By the time Anita
and I rigged the JS1 there was a storm
arriving, so we stayed in the old hangar
that we had used to rig, and unknowingly
booked ourselves a permanent spot in
what was to become the tug hangar.
This was a seriously clever move as, you
guessed it, from here on it rained quite a
lot! Hadn’t we just left all this wet stuff
behind in Australia? The storm was a bit
of a hoot, with plenty of lightning and
crashing thunder, but that was the end
of the flying for the day. We were here
almost on our own, as Brad was still up at
the Jonkers factory in Potch, and the only
one of the locals to show his face was one
of the tuggies. Anita and I had a huge
feed of steak and seafood at a nearby
restaurant, and discovered something else
about the South Africans. They do meat,
particularly red meat, incredibly well, but
salad and veggies are usually a bit thin on
the ground*.
The next day we used the morning
to work on a few tidy-up jobs on our
JS1, competition rego ‘S’ It was an early
prototype, with the larger tail feathers
and a lot of little idiosyncrasies that have
since been modified in later models. I
had some instruments to install, tape to
replace, and one of the airbrake caps
was sitting up probably 6 or 7mm above
the wing surface when locked – not
too conducive to best performance! We
managed to get most things sorted,
except for the airbrake, and then it was
time to get in the air, as I had a feeling
the atmosphere was again going to
be pretty explosive! By the time I had
arranged a tow and gridded at the far
end of the tar, the western sky was
already pitch black. I had to fly, so away
we went. Anyway, the South Africans
always fly in this sort of weather, so I
had better soon learn about it. Notice at
this point how I have not mentioned any
paperwork or red tape? They just don’t
care – good system!
I launched into a threatening sky,
with a few disappearing cumuli overhead
and total high overcast provided by the
huge anvil to the west. I climbed slowly
off tow, and then headed west towards
the approaching roll cloud. Behind this
monster I could see there were strong
surface winds, with dust blowing flat
on the ground right into the roll cloud,
then going vertically to cloudbase. I had
no great desire to have to land in those
winds, so I was slightly apprehensive,
but of course as I arrived at the edge of
the roll cloud I was swept up in a huge,
April 2011

Here is the sky I launched into for my first flight
in ‘S’. 15 minutes later it was pouring with rain
at the airfield

smooth surge that had the varios hard
on the stops all the way to 13 500ft. From
there I toured around, marvelling at the
power being unleashed below me. They
have big mining waste dumps dotted all
over the countryside in that area, and
they are a whitish colour, probably 30m
high and often a few hundred metres
square. Each one had a ‘tail’ of white dust
blowing off the top like some groundborne comet. It was easy to stay high and
run fast along the leading edge of the
storm. I flew north and south, getting
a bit of a feel for the countryside and
the glider. Finally I skirted the storm, as I
could see it had by now almost stopped
raining in Welkom, and had a long quiet
glide home behind all the action, arriving
back at the airfield between showers and
once again taking my place in the hangar.
The following day the storms beat me
to it again. The speed with which they

Photos: Bruce Taylor

brewed up was startling. It was just half
an hour from one little cu going up, until
it was a wall of blackness. And the sparks!
The thunder thumped on into the night,
while I pondered the possibility that we
had brought all this rain to Africa in
our suitcases.
The next day was meant to be the
first comp day. Briefing, gridding, and
cancellation. However, the cancellation
was because of a slow start and quite
strong winds, so a few of us launched
and tried to fly the task. I set off with
the others in quite good conditions,
but after about 40km it turned to total
rubbish. Weak, broken thermals were not
giving good enough climb rates to make
progress into the wind, and we were over
paddocks full of water from the deluge
over the past few days; shades of Dalby.
It was slightly strange to be bailing out
at 6000ft and taking absolutely anything
Soaring Australia
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These are the trophies you get for coming second. They have
an abundance of precious metals in South Africa

going up, but that was only 1500ft above
the lions.
I turned short of the first turn and
headed north to the second, which
looked slightly better, but calculations
showed that the sun would go down
before I got home. As I was pondering
the best move, I found a better climb
which took me to cloud base for the first
time since I had left Welkom. I had been
watching the clouds above (way above!)
for the last hour or more, and surmised
that there was some wave over the top.
I pushed out in front and connected
immediately with strong, smooth lift,
which quickly carried me up to about
12 000ft. From there I flew directly to
the second turn, then home again, all in
wave! What an interesting competition
day it would have been: if only we could
have flown to the first turn without
hitting the ground!
Then it rained for four days straight.
With the fact that the South Africans
run a slightly shorter Nationals than we
normally do, and that maybe we had
come all this way only to watch the rain,
this was a real concern. However, this
gave us plenty of spare time to work on
the glider.
Brad and I spent an entire afternoon
getting my airbrake to close more cleanly.
This was quite a difficult task. In the end
we had improved the operation enough
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that I could no longer see the brake cap
sitting up from inside the cockpit, which
helped my head by an immeasurable
amount! We also tried to get the LX7000
computer to work, so that I had a backup
navigation/final glide aid for the PDA
that I had brought with me. However, it
wouldn’t take any turnpoints, no matter
how hard we tried and which way we all
held our tongues. I was left with just the
one option for navigation in my cockpit,
so I just had to cross my fingers and hope.
As it turned out all was okay.
Finally we had a break in the weather,
and away we went. Rather than give a
blow-by-blow account of the competition
which is really only interesting to the
guy in the cockpit, I will just tell of some
bigger issues and general observations.
The biggest anomaly for me was
the fact that after all the rain the rates
of climb were reduced as I would have
expected, but the heights available were
still very high. So it was necessary to ease
back on the cruising speeds that you
would normally associate with such high
altitude. Usually we were around eight
to 10 000ft agl (12 500 to 14 500ft amsl),
but given that the climbs were only
around three knots, somewhere in the
region of 80 to 90kt was fast enough.
The first real competition day had
reasonable conditions, but needed some
big deviations to stay in the best air
and avoid big dead areas which were
probably the result of heavy rainfall. Out
around the last turn area it was getting
soft and I lucked into a great climb that
took me to cloud base and allowed a fast
glide right to the edge of the circle and
home again. I was quietly confident as I
handed in my flight log, but still surprised
when my name appeared on top of the
list. There were some super pilots here
in my class, and I was very happy to be
ahead of them. I should add that my goal
for this competition was simply to have
fun, and I had no intention of getting too
fussed about my results. Of course this
is the best way to ensure good results,
but the psychology of all this would take
another 10 pages to discuss. Let’s just
say that I enjoyed every moment of the
competition, and my cockpit was rarely
less than totally relaxed.
The next couple of days provided
really interesting flying. The air dried out
and the ground remained wet, which
gave us bigger patches of blue and sometimes challenging conditions. I handled
these days well enough, though one of
them proved to be a bit lucky and I was

fortunate to survive without a big loss of
points. In the middle of the task we had a
long glide out to a western turn through
the blue. There were just a few clouds at
the turn, and then we had to glide back
through the blue to come home again.
I was deceived by a solid climb in the
blue on the way out, so when I failed
to connect with a good climb under the
cu at the turn I wasn’t too concerned.
However, the conditions on the way home
were terrible, and I could only dribble
along low and in weak climbs. I took a
chance and pushed hard towards the first
cumuli near home and was rewarded
with a strong climb, but of course I was
so close to home by then that it didn’t
last long before I was on glide and had
to leave.
Towards the end of the competition
I was still in first place overall, with a
comfortable margin back to second. Then
I had my bad day. This was interesting
for a number of reasons. The ground
was beginning to dry out, and there
were signs of the weather improving,
so we were set a bigger task of about
520km. All of our class started fairly close
together, with me only about 10 minutes
behind the good guys. I was close to Brad
as we left Welkom and thought that we
might see a bit of each other, but we
separated soon after the start and I flew
the entire task on my own. I occasionally
caught glimpses of 18m gliders just ahead
of me, and at times I imagined that I was
gaining on them, so I was happy with
that. The first leg was into wind with a
lowish cloud base and the streeting was
superb. Quick climbs were surrounded by
long glides and the distance passed easily.
As we headed north on the second
leg the day fired up, and there were a
few big clouds with red bases, the likes
of which I hadn’t seen since before the
rain, and they had nice climbs of 8 to
10kts under them, all the way up. Still I
could see gliders just ahead. The northern
turn went well, but heading for home
the day was getting soft, and I had to be
more conservative. I arrived back really
happy with my day. I hadn’t been low,
I had worked the best climbs available,
and I felt like I had done a good job. I
was just slightly shattered to find that I
was about 12th on the list and had only
scored about 780 points! John Coutts had
climbed past me and the other guys were
now close behind.
What had gone wrong? The first few
places talked about not having to stop
and climb till way down the second leg,
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they said they used just a few 8 to 10kt
climbs for the whole flight, and it was
all easy. I naturally assumed that I had
badly misread the day and had totally
lost the plot. I downloaded the top
few placegetters’ flights and put us all
together on SeeYou. What I saw didn’t
help my score, but it did make me feel
better. Yes, the gliders I had seen ahead
were in fact the fast guys, and yes I had
even been catching them at times. After
the final turn however, they found a
couple of remaining strong climbs to
get home really quickly, while I had to
be content with a pretty soft run home.
The effect was obvious when viewing
the flights together – they just flew away
from me on the last leg home, and that
small difference in time grew to about
half an hour at the finish line. Ouch!
The last day would be interesting.
I tried to maintain my goal of having
fun and to enjoy my last flight in South
Africa for a while. The forecast was for
bluish conditions for the first leg, and a
chance of storms to the west later in the
day. There were a lot of us together at
the start, and I knew that most of the
others were not too comfortable in the
blue – even the South Africans don’t fly
a lot of blue – so I allowed myself just a
hint of confidence about how the day
was to go. The first leg was into wind,
and I managed to stay right up with the
pack, often leading the way in these
tricky conditions that I knew well. About
one glide from the top turn the pack
went left, but I thought the diversion to
the first good-looking clouds was too far,
and chose to go slightly right, via a few
tiny scraps of cu. I found good air for
most of the way, but had lost sight of the
others to compare our progress. It was
an upwind turn, and the wind was pretty
strong, so I was keen to get around the
point before I climbed again.
I pushed into the point a touch lower
than I would have liked, but as I hit the
beer can and turned I felt a good strong
surge and happily pulled into a solid
climb. Well done: I smiled, knowing full
well that there was no indication that
this climb had been here and it was pure
dumb luck! I could now see a gaggle
about 10km ahead, and was annoyed that
the group had somehow got away. They
had the advantage of numbers, and must
have worked well together to get around
the turn ahead of me. I charged off to
join their climb, and arrived just below in
time to see that it was all the fast guys,
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including ‘BAT’, John Coutts. Imagine my
joy when they all rolled out and headed
for the turn I had already been around!
I had a 20km lead on them.
From here the job looked very
interesting indeed. Tracking up to the
first turn we had seen a huge storm
brewing to the west, and now it was in
front of me. I could hear the other class
bleating about what a disaster it all was,
and how most of them would be on the
ground before the day was out. I tried to
judge the storm’s movement and where
our remaining turn point was in relation
to it. About 30km ahead was the first of
the gust fronts, and I set off towards it,
confident that I could at least climb there
while I pondered the next move.
Climb indeed! It was a steady eight
knots to cloudbase, which was now up
around 12 000ft. And even better, I could
see a path to run into the last turn, which
was now close to being swallowed by the
blackness. As I moved in, the lightning
was starting to worry me, but the cloud
base was even higher and the rate of
climb was off the clock! By the time I
turned, I was going flat out and trying
to avoid getting sucked into the gloom.
Despite home being around 120km away,
I was now on glide. The whole glide
home was going to be in shade, as the
monster behind me had blown out into
a huge anvil and the sun was going down
behind it. I was not completely certain
that I would get good air all the way
back, with the sky the way it was, so I
set off at a slightly conservative speed.
The trip home gave me plenty of time
for contemplation. I thought about the
satisfaction that I get from gliding and
challenging nature to achieve my goals.
I thought about the joy that there was
in meeting new people of like mind and
spending time with them. The whole
competition was filled with fantastic
personalities – the Dutch and European
champion Ronald, and his crazy Danish
mate Arne who could deliver a complete
and utter fabrication with the straightest
face; native New Zealander John Coutts,
who has lived in South Africa for more
than 10 years and must have as much
natural talent as anyone I have met in
a glider; all the South Africans, who
treated us as family and made our trip so
easy; Brad, who is a long-time friend and
mentor, and is still one of the best pilots
I have flown with or against. I thought
about this great South African landscape
and what it must be like when it was

really pumping; about the power of the
storm I had just met and used; about the
people of this land, and the difficulties
they face.
And, I allowed myself a moment to
consider what may eventuate on this last
day. My last contact with the opposition
was when I had discovered that I had
a significant lead over Couttsie. What
had he done since then? We were in his
territory, especially amongst storms, and
he would make the best of it, whereas
I felt a need to be slightly conservative.
For now, there was nothing for me to do
except watch the kilometres count down.
As I closed on the home field, it was
comforting to hear that I was to be the
first home, but by how much? My excess
in altitude I turned into an enjoyable flypast in front of the clubhouse, followed
by a final touch down at Welkom. I
rolled to a halt, and started the flight
download, contemplating how much time
we might have before the storm arrived
to get the glider in the trailer. The BATmobile called downwind, and pulled up
beside me. We had a quick chat about
start times, John assured me that I had
won the day, but we were pretty sure
that it wasn’t going to be enough for me
to overtake him again. As it transpired,
he had still beaten me even for the day
win, by about 20 seconds. How? He
simply flew straight to the very best part
of the storm and climbed at 12kt, then
knew that the air would be buoyant all
the way home and streaked back just in
time to pip me at the post. What a great
day it had been, and I had surely achieved
my goal of having fun.
We were only in South Africa for
a fortnight, but it seemed like much
longer. I want to say a huge thank you
to everyone who helped; to all the South
Africans, especially Carol Clifford, for
taking us in; to Anders for his JS1 and the
Merc; to Uys and Attie for the invitation,
and for building such a ripper glider; to
Brad for accompanying us and sharing
in the fun; and of course to Anita for
helping it all to happen.
At last, we had found some weather
to fly in, we had made new friends, and
we had stored away another adventure
in the memory bank. I look forward to
going back, sometime soon.

* Sub-editor’s note: As one of our South
African friends explained: “Have you ever
seen a lion eating vegetables?”
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Felipe Rezende Ranked Number 1
Flying a Sol TR2, Felipe Rezende is now
the leader in the Australian ranking, following his achievements in the recent
Bright Open Competition.
Felipe is one of the newest revelations
in the world of international paragliding.
He was born in Brazil, but is competing
for Australia in his second season on the
Australian competition circuit.
Felipe is confident he will perform well
in the upcoming Corryong competition,
and will hold his Australian ranking
for selection in the World Paragliding
Championships in Spain this year.
For more information on the Sol TR2
and other Sol Products, contact Paul Cox
at the Central Coast Paragliding, <coxy@
ccparagliding.com.au>, 02 4334 2222 or
0421 072897.
Paul Cox, Central Coast Paragliding

World Record in Kenya
Skywalk pilots Burkhard Martens, Reinhard Vollmert, Nina Brümmer, Markus
Schapler, Markus Wesselmann and
Thomas Schweers surpass one another
with German and even World records!
A total of 15 German and five World
records were set by them in Kenya.

European records, however, do not count
since they must be flown within Europe.
As a fracture zone, the Kerio Valley in
Kenya is well suited for fast tasks, with a
north-south direction, but you still need
a lot of grit to consistently fly fast with
plus/minus 10m/sec thermals.
The highlight was Markus Schapler’s
tandem World record of 252.3km with
three turnpoints, and a target return over
200km at an average speed of 33.75km/h!
The very impressive stability and high
speed potential of the Skywalk Join’T2
helped the Skywalk pilots pile up four
World records and five German records.
Since the wing always remains under
control even in extreme conditions, it
was the perfect companion for the record
hunters. The remaining records were set
on the Poison and Chili.
More info under [www.skywalk.info].
Manfred Kistler, Skywalk

Red Bull X-Alps 2011: Athlete
Diaries And Guestbooks Online
The 32 international Red Bull X-Alps
athletes have begun making entries into
their official diaries, which can now be
viewed on [www.redbullxalps.com] in the
athletes’ section.
Over the next four months leading
up to the launch of the 864km Alpine
adventure race in Salzburg on 17 July, the
athletes will make weekly logs, detailing
their training stories, thoughts and preparations, as well as post photos and videos.
Optimal endurance ability is an absolute must for the Red Bull X-Alps. During
a typical day on the race, athletes may
travel over 80km by foot or complete 200km
flights. The race can last up to 14 days
and to reach Monaco, the winning athlete
will travel in total in excess of 1200km.
Eventual winner Christian Maurer
(SUI1) burnt through nearly 7000 calories
on the first day of the 2009 race, making
two flights and climbing two peaks over
1200m high, despite the event starting
at 11:30am!
As the athletes get closer to the race
launch, their training will increase, and
they will make weekly updates to their
diaries informing the world about their
progress.
Ten athletes will post their entire
training programmes on the internet

Niviuk Icepeak 5

via Movescount, official sponsor Suunto’s
online sports community. They will use
Suunto t6c heart rate monitors and
record every session, allowing anyone
to see exactly how hard they have to train
in order to be ready for this gruelling
race. Check out what the ten are up to
at [www.redbullxalps.com/athletes/
training.html].
Christian Amon (AUT2) recently
competed in a 12-hour ski touring race
where he racked up almost 10 000m
in altitude gain and burnt 8612 calories.
Max Fanderl (CAN) has also been
extremely active, putting in long hours
of trekking and ski touring, while Andy
Frötscher (ITA) has mixed his routine with
running, trekking and floorball.
Fans can pass on their messages of
support and encouragement by writing
in the athletes’ guestbooks, which are
also now online.
Check [www.redbullxalps.com] for
more information.
Nick Warren, Zooom Productions

N ew P roducts
Setting the Pace – Niviuk Icepeak 5
Available March/April 2011, this high
performance competition wing will
set the benchmark in the upcoming
competition season.
After numerous prototypes, and many
hours of test flying, Niviuk have produced

for the complete motorised experience

a two-liner wing that will be appreciated
by competition pilots at every level.
With its impressive profile, majestic
silhouette, attention to detail and soft
and precise handling, the new Icepeak
5 boasts a myriad of new technological
improvements.
Perhaps the most exciting technological leap forward is the Niviuk RWT
(Remex Wingtip Technology). The term
Remex refers to the individual feathers
found on the outer wingtips of the most
efficient soaring birds and their primary
function is to aid in the generation of
both thrust and lift, thereby enabling
highly efficient and controllable flight.
Likewise, the new Remex Wingtip Technology, used in the Icepeak 5 allows better
aerodynamic performance, improved
stability in turbulence and much simpler
piloting. Niviuk have achieved this through
a decrease of the vortex of the wing and
a decrease of the flat aspect ratio, whilst
maintaining the projected aspect ratio.
Equally impressive is the two-riser system where the total length of the strong
yet lightweight lines has been reduced
to 198m, an exceptional achievement of
design in terms of overall resistance.
The Icepeak 5 has been built using
the very latest technology and the most

current design innovations, including the
STE (Structured Trailing Edge) and the SLE
(Structured Leading Edge). New and more
sophisticated materials have superseded
materials such as carbon which was deemed by many to be too fragile for its purpose. This has been replaced by a nylon
system which spans the wing ensuring
coherence and continued structural
integrity in a variety of conditions.
The Icepeak 5 has successfully passed
the load and impact tests and it is already
in production. For more information
on the Icepeak 5 and all other Niviuk
products contact Paul Cox at Central
Coast Paragliding, <coxy@ccparagliding.
com.au>, 02 4334 2222 or 0421 072897.
Paul Cox, Central Coast Paragliding

sizes XS, L and XL were classified here in
Germany with LTF09-D and EN-D.
Now experienced pilots have a top-class
high-tech machine in the weight range of
70kg to 130 kg at their disposal.
Along with very direct and willing handling confirmed by pilots, very high, accessible performance potential distinguishes
the Poison3. Flying high speed rates is
easier thanks to the impressive stability.
Individual line connections on the risers
provide for homogenous wing formation
during acceleration and rigid foil for the
required profile accuracy.
The quite low weight of the wing is
also a reason why the Poison3 reacts only
moderately to disturbances in the sail.
Optimised silver cloth plays a major part
in the shining debut of this Skywalk high
performance wing.
Manfred Kistler, Skywalk

Golden3 Now With
Paramotor Homologation

Skywalk Poison3

Skywalk Poison3 Is Complete
While Reiner Braun, piloting a Poison3
S, flew to the first victory in far-away
Mexico, landing as the best serial class
glider among the open class wings, the

Gradients intermediate glider Golden3
passed the paramotor homologation
in size 24 and 26. The wing passed
all the testflights of the certification
without problems.
The paramotor version of the Golden3
is equipped with special risers which offer
trimmers as well as different points of
attachment for the carabiners. With this
multi-purpose system the Golden3 can
be used for free flying and paramotoring.
Now the Golden3 is a good choice for
free flight and paramotor pilots who’d
like to be open to new horizons.
More information [www.gradient.cx].
Felix Woelk, Gradient

Call for HGFA Soaring
Australia Contributions
Written and cover photo
contributions to YOUR magazine
are dropping off again.
Please send in any items you
find worthy of sharing
We all have had experiences and
adventures worth sharing, no matter
how many hours we have in the logbook, so get writing and send articles
and a few pictures to your editor.
Don’t let excuses of your writing
abilities stop you either, I’m happy
to tidy up style and grammar
if necessary.

<soaring.australia@hgfa.asn.au>

Gradient 0Golden3

www.poliglide.com
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My flight in the ASH 25

Bob’s Big Blue Hole

Karen Jackowiak

Gary Crowley

I was getting ready for the New Year’s Eve party at the South Australian Coaching Week and Waikerie airfield
stretched out quietly in front of me as I took an evening stroll amongst the gliders. The stillness was broken only
by the soft crunching of dry grass under my feet. Each glider was lovingly roped to the ground, sleepily awaiting
the activities of the next day. For a while I was there all alone enjoying the peace and admiring the aircraft.

B

ack inside the club room, I met Bernard
Eckey, the owner of an ASH 25. I had
been told that he loved to take people
up in his huge glider, and that it was
an unforgettable experience to be
had by anyone who was able to take
the opportunity.
Unfortunately Bernard was booked
out already and therefore unable to take
me flying in the ASH 25 during my time
at Waikerie. However, we pencilled in a
time to fly at Balaklava and so began an
eager wait for the day to arrive.
I read everything I could to prepare
for this experience – and imagined every
scenario my mind could fabricate. Would I
fly far? Would I get too hot – or too cold?
Would I need lots of food – or not much
at all? How much water would I need?
If I drank too much water, what would
happen if I felt the inevitable urge halfway to the Flinders Ranges? If we were
up for hours – and we were very high,
would we need oxygen? (I once reached
10000ft on a training flight without oxygen and was reduced to a giggle bag of
euphoria for three days afterwards). If
I needed oxygen, would I cope with the
mask? If I got really cold up there, would
it be okay to undo my harness and put
on a jumper – or should I wear a jumper
anyway, just in case? Seriously, one of my
instructors at Adelaide Soaring Club had
to answer all of these queries.
Well, the big day arrived. I was
already as high as a kite. And I wasn’t
even in my gliding clothes yet. It was
really early and the roll cloud formations
on the way to the airfield were amazing.
I quizzed Bernard on the origins of these
and took photos. A wealth of knowledge
was imparted to me in return.
Arriving at Balaklava airfield, I saw
the windsock and felt a touch of ‘home’.
I met the club regulars, and the usual
hubbub of preparing gliders for the day’s
activities took place under a sky partially
covered by ‘mammatus’ clouds.
It took a while for the sun to break
through the heavy cloud cover but fin-
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ally, around 2pm, we were ready to go.
I struggled into my heavy, jangling, loopy
parachute and settled into the rear
seat of this beautiful big bird. Oh, what
a feeling!
Suddenly the checks were done and
I felt like I was catapulted into space as
the winch kicked in. Way to go! Bernard
released into an overcast sky and instantly
began looking for lift. I could see him
leaning against the canopy frame, looking
down, rather than looking up and I wonder now if he was actually checking the
ground for the most likely patch of earth
to generate a thermal.
Bernard sampled a few patches of
weak lift until we were down to about
1300ft. At this height I would be seriously
thinking about joining circuit! But at
1300ft we stayed – if not at this point,
at another, level a bit, then try another
spot. Finally we began to climb and after
reaching an eventual height of about
4000ft, Bernard invited me to fly the
glider. Well, I think the big bird just flew
by itself, because I really felt like I pretty
much just sat there as the tapestry below
us unravelled, mile after mile.
We flew over the ridges beside the
Clare Valley and I managed to get us up
to 4500ft – the highest we got all day.
Both of us took in the vineyards set out
so neatly in countless tiny rows of green.
We were somewhat saddened to see bad
erosion lines etched into the farmland, as
they snaked menacingly downward from
the hills like deep brown scars. Gradually
the thermals became more scant again as
the cloud-cover reassembled above us. We
decided to head for Balaklava, just to be
comfortable. On the way home Bernard
suggested to line up the darkest patches
of the clouds. It worked so well that we
only lost about 500ft for about 20km. The
pale blue waters of the gulf appeared
in the distance, but as we slowly drifted
nearer my stomach had enough.
I suggested we head toward the airfield and yielded the aircraft over to
Bernard, becoming very tired but also

Saturday morning at Bacchus Marsh, outside Melbourne, and it’s a solid
overcast at around 3500ft with a south-westerly airstream moving
across the airfield at around 10 to 15kt. There’s nothing unusual in any
of that. Welcome to winter flying south-eastern Australia style.

T

very satisfied with my experience. After
about two hours in the air we made a
pass over Balaklava township: low enough
to get a fabulous view over this neat
little town.
Then we were on final, sailing low
over a fence, touching the grass with a
crunch and steering deftly to a stop just
outside the hangar door. With wobbly
legs and fumbling fingers, I removed
the parachute pack and walked to the
hangar, grinning but just a tad green!
After the usual club de-briefing for
the day we headed for home. By the time
I walked through my door, the sun was
just thinking about dipping beneath the
horizon. At the table with my family that
evening I closed my eyes. I could see it
all again.
A few weeks later, I wonder if I will
ever get to do that coastal stretch? I wonder if you are even allowed over there?
I wonder if I would feel sick again? Or
would I need to wear an oxygen mask?
Or drink lots of water?
I wonder… and I wonder.
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he local power flying school
isn’t operating this morning,
well at least not yet, so we have
it to ourselves and no doubt
there will be a good measure of student
training on the agenda. Flights of up to
45 minutes, or more, are not uncommon
either in these conditions, so the day has
potentially something for everyone.
As the tuggie on roster this morning
for the Victorian Motorless Flight Group,
I’ve already flown some launches and
have just returned from the last one when
I notice that they aren’t ready to go yet,
so I shut down and take the opportunity
for a brief leg stretch. Strolling back to the
glider, the club’s Puchaz, the instructor
asks me if I can find a ‘hole’ and get them
to 4000ft as it’s to be an annual check flight.
The instructor is Bob Hickman, whom
I regard as a good friend, so I’d like nothing better than to oblige, but looking
around I can’t see how. Still, I know Bob
to be the ever cheerful optimist, so he
must have some good inside information.
Back at the Pawnee and strapped in
ready to go there’s still no break in the
overcast, well except for a tiny match
head-sized fragment of blue way off in
the south-west. It’s miles away, seemingly
in the vicinity of the You Yang Hills near
Geelong; too small, too far off, forget it.
The launch is no different to countless
others on a day like this and at 1800ft we
have climbed above the circuit height and
can now come around into the wind for
the best rate of climb. And there it is: that
match head blue fragment is a good deal
closer now and it’s grown to thumbnail
size. Can we go up into that from here?
Will I be able to match its closure with
a sufficient rate of climb? Already past
2000ft and with nothing else on offer
let’s go see what we can do.
Easing the stick back, just a touch,
brings an instant response and the VSI
starts it upward march around the dial.
Immediately the propeller/power plant
combination comes into its own, and the
Pawnee gets down to business. Years ago
our club operated the venerable Piper
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Cub as a tug, and indeed many clubs still
do, but in this situation it would simply
be outclassed.
Approaching 3000ft the hole seems
rectangular in shape and it is certainly
developed enough to fly up into and maintain VFR the entire time, and yet it remains
the only break in what is otherwise solid
overcast. It’s obvious though that a better
rate of climb is needed or we won’t get
there before the wind could take the
Puchaz downwind of the airfield during
the annual checks, which would then
have to be cut short in order to get back.
A tiny bit more backpressure and
again the Pawnee responds. The big
Lycoming out the front seems totally
unfazed by any of this and I’m reminded
of a great expression that apparently originated in American hot rod circles, ‘there
ain’t a substitute for cubic inches’, and
right now all 540 of them are delivering,
exactly as advertised. Care must be exercised, for as the speed drops below 55kt
the oil temperature gauge becomes the
primary instrument; however, it stays
around 210ºC. That’s quite okay. It probably wouldn’t be the same in summertime
though! A stall right now too must be
avoided at all costs and a slight lateral
‘jiggle’ on the stick indicates good crisp
aileron feel so we’re okay there also.
Now the hole starts to swing away
to my right, the wind is blowing at a
different angle at this height and it’s
moving quickly. A banked right turns isn’t
welcome and I need to keep the Puchaz’s
wingtip in the mirror the entire time
because you dare not lose sight of her
for a moment. I am sure that ‘keeping
station’ is being exercised to the full in
the Puchaz too. The correcting left turn
goes equally well – and much easier with
the entire sailplane in my mirror – and we
are now aimed straight for our hole with
about 500ft to go. But there’s on obstacle
left: a big one.
Bacchus Marsh is some 20nm from
both Melbourne International and
Essendon airports as the crow flies; but
it’s not crows that concern me. Essendon

The mighty Pawnee VH-TNC

airport conducts a lot of instrument rating training, using anything from a Cessna
206 to a Citation, and that’s only the
Cessna family, don’t forget Piper, Beechcraft and a whole lot more besides.
They’re slick and fast and this kind of
cloud cover might be seen as good IFR
practice time, however we don’t want
to meet any of them in our now big blue
hole. It’s time for the radio.
“All traffic Bacchus Marsh CTAF this is
glider tug Tango November Charlie two
miles south-west of the airfield on climb
to four thousand with glider on tow, at
three thousand five hundred this time.
Any traffic please?” Nothing. Silence can
be bliss and it’s our green light to enter
the hole, well, it’s not a hole any more,
more like half a mile square now.
Effortlessly the Pawnee closes the gap
as much as to say ‘is that all you wanted?’
and there we are at 4000ft. The Puchaz
casts off and in no time I’m back on the
ground yet again admiring to myself
this great aeroplane and its magnificent
engine. Yes, I’m sure a Maule Rocket or
a Cessna 180 could do as well, but glider
towing seems to be a Pawnee speciality.
Sure they have their downsides, they’re
not cheap to maintain and they really
‘guzzle gas’, yet I can’t help thinking that
the Piper Aircraft Corporation designed
a great glider tug then gave it to the
agricultural industry as a mere cropduster.
And my friend Bob Hickman? Yes, I think
he likes Pawnees too.
Footnote: Back in late 2004 Canberrabased tug pilot David Francis wrote a
great series for Soaring Australia entitled
‘Love Affair with an Ugly Lady’ about
Pawnee flying. This is recommended
reading. In the November 2004 edition
on page 29 David writes: “The Pawnee
is a lovely pilots’ aeroplane – simple,
rugged and great fun.” Amen to that!
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Blanik Groundings
Gerard Robertson
I read of the Blanik groundings with a mixture of interest and dismay: interest in the fate of the type on which I
first learnt to fly and dismay that it remains grounded without a clear solution yet available. So I did the logical
thing of contacting various people in both Australia and the US and formed the opinions expressed below.

B

efore I go on, let me explain why I
believe I’m qualified to have an opinion.
I am a professional engineer and, for
nearly a decade, held a CAA NZ delegated design approval for (large aircraft)
structures. In the course of exercising this
delegation, I have had regular contact
with regulatory authorities and believe
that I am familiar with how they work
and think. I have attended numerous
structures courses at both Boeing and
Airbus (I spent a year at Airbus in 2004
– 2005) and have developed and taught
courses on aircraft structure design and
repair locally. I am also president of the
New Zealand Division of the Royal Aeronautical Society, the international body
of aviation professionals. I don’t claim
to be God’s gift to modern engineering,
but I have now spent nearly 25 years in
the industry and even we slow coaches
pick up a few things in that time.
Like the rest of us, I’d like to see
Blaniks flying. The impact of the
grounding on those clubs with Blaniks
and the delay in resolution must be very
frustrating. What can be done to ‘help try
and convince CAA that Blaniks should be
flying again?’
Here’s my opinion: not a lot. If I was
trying to convince CAA NZ that the type was
airworthy, I’d face an uphill battle, since:
• The ‘State of Design’ has grounded
them (EASA now has responsibility
for most European countries,
including the Czech Republic)
• The manufacturer holds all of the
loads data required to substantiate
any modifications or repairs
• There has been a failure within the
original design life, implying that
(arguments about usage notwithstanding) the original design life
calculation may not be valid.

•

Let me elaborate on these dismal views:
Most airworthiness authorities now
automatically adopt ADs issued by the
State of Design, on the basis that – as
these authorities originally certified
the type – they are the best informed.
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Even CASA, after many years of going
it on its own by re-writing foreign
ADs, now follows this practice
• The manufacturer has a valid interest
from the point of safeguarding
intellectual property (and protecting
itself from potential litigation in
the US, where suits have previously
been filed applying modern design
standards to 50-year-old designs), and
also a commercial interest in selling its
current product ahead of supporting
a type long out of production
• Design life calculations typically
produce a spread of hours to failure
in the shape of a bell (called a normal
distribution). To ensure that failures
consistently occur at the high hour
end of that range, a safety factor is
applied (typically two for items tested
to destruction and from three to six
for lives determined by analysis).
What can be done? Development
of an adequate inspection may be forthcoming. It has been stated that “the critical part is hidden under two layers of
sheet metal…”. The concealment of the
affected part is likely to require NDT by
low frequency eddy current (LFEC) which,
while it will penetrate layers, is less accurate than the high frequency eddy current
(HFEC) which can be used where there is
direct access to the part being examined,
meaning that only larger defects can be
detected, hence requiring more frequent
inspections since larger cracks leave less
time for successful detection prior to
catastrophic failure. The fact that the
original construction used rivets in drilled
holes rather than bolts in close-reamed
holes makes cracking more likely.
What about the Australian modification which increases the life to 12 000
hours? Dafydd Llewellyn holds the
Supplementary Type Certificate for that
modification and has been generous
enough (on a commercial in confidence
basis) to share details of that with me.
Dafydd is keen to get this approved for
application, but will run up against inertia
within EASA – which I suspect views

requests from someone other than the
manufacturer in the same fashion as
an elephant views an ant on its leg (ie,
a minor irritant to be ignored) – and
other regulatory authorities which are
likely continue the practice of following
the State of Design’s direction.
Another hurdle will be cost. It is
noted that the modification cost around
AUD 20 000 in the 1980s. Indications are
that the same modification would be no
cheaper nowadays. The last Blanik sold
in New Zealand went for, I understand,
less than half this amount. Obviously,
given the cost of replacements, Blaniks
may well hold more value for clubs which
would otherwise have to buy replacement
aircraft (new or used).
So, from the regulatory, technical
and commercial perspectives worked
through above, I see no practical course
of action than to wait and see what the
manufacturer proposes. It gives me no
pleasure to say this, but I believe it to be
the most pragmatic action.
Stop Press
Through work undertaken by Edwin
Grech-Cumbo, John Viney, Dafydd
Llewellyn and CASA, some Australian
Blaniks are being returned to service and
arrangements are being made which will
allow others to do so, subject to their
owners being prepared to undertake
necessary modifications. CASA has granted an exclusion from the terms of the
EASA AD grounding Blaniks world-wide,
subject to the aircraft having been modified to the full extent of the STC to L13A1
standard. The exclusion has been granted
to eight specific aircraft known to have
been modified in full compliance with the
STC. Work is currently in progress by GFA
to coordinate involvement in a program
to facilitate the modification of other
Blaniks to L13A1 standard if their owners
wish to do so. There is no further news
on what the manufacturer in Europe
may be doing regarding the grounding.
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Vale Charlie Lambeth
1921 to 2010
Reprinted with permission from SAAA – November 2010 edition
Charlie Lambeth passed away at St Vincent’s Hospital, Melbourne
bringing an end to an amazing and happy life filled with aviation
related activities.

H

is love of flying was inspired
by ‘The Wonder Book of
Aircraft’, a life-changing gift
he received as a boy. In the
1930s, the aviator heroes Kingsford Smith
and Charles Ulm also inspired Charlie’s
boyhood desires to learn to fly. In 1937
Charlie paid one pound for 20 minutes
of dual instruction and the rest is history!
As the cost of powered flying, at the
time, was three pounds per hour, which
was around four times the weekly wage,
Charlie soon found the cost prohibitive,
so he pursued flying via gliding. He found
a group of like-minded people gliding in
Seddon and became a member of the
Gliding Club of Victoria (GCV). Back then
a glider flight cost sixpence per flight.
Initial solo flights were made in a primary
glider, which were very crude and inefficient by today’s standards.
The GCV operated out of paddocks in
Laverton, Essendon and Mordialloc using
car tows or winches to launch the gliders.
The club began hill-soaring at Beveridge
and Charlie would cadge the occasional
lift in a vehicle, if possible, or ride his pushbike from home in Footscray to Beveridge
to participate. The GCV eventually found
a home at Benalla aerodrome.
Charlie actively participated in gliding
for well over 50 years, befriending many
along the way. He was involved in GCV
regular weekend rosters, committees and
became an instructor. He had eventually
gained his powered license and flew tug
planes to launch gliders. Charlie became
honorary chairman of the GCV Instructors
Panel and the Chief Technical Officer –
Operations, of the Gliding Federation of
Australia. He held various early gliding
records including the Australian gliding
duration record which was a flight of nine
hours 51 minutes and was achieved in
1943. Charlie was awarded the Hoinville
medal for services to gliding. He was
instrumental in organising Australia’s
first World Gliding Championships held
at Waikerie South Australia in 1974 and
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organised the air show at the World Gliding Championships held at Benalla in 1987.
Charlie was also involved in the pioneering days, pre-WW2, of aeromodelling
in Melbourne and he pursued this interest
throughout his life. He served in the RAAF
during WW2 and subsequently became
a member of the Air Force Reserve, serving in the Air Training Corps for some
20 years where he encouraged cadets,
through aeromodelling and gliding, to
pursue careers in aviation.
Charlie was fortunate enough to be
able to turn his passion into a career.
Charlie was trained as a toolmaker and
held many positions, generally aviationoriented. After working at the Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation, in England,
and for 16 years in RAAF inspection, he
joined the Commonwealth of Australia’s
Department of Civil Aviation and became
an airworthiness surveyor for the Victorian/
Tasmanian region. His job was to inspect
homebuilt aircraft and occasionally he
had the challenge to test fly a homebuilt
plane. Charlie enjoyed being involved in
many projects being undertaken by SAAA
homebuilders throughout Victoria and
Tasmania. He befriended many enthusiasts
and builders in the sport aviation field and
enjoyed attending many air shows and
events, especially in the 1970s and 1980s.
Charlie also relished in the great
camaraderie amongst his work colleagues;
he retired from the department in 1986
at the age of 65. His lifelong friend
and past member of the SAAA, Bruce
Hearn, says that Charlie always displayed
a practical, helpful approach; he was a
highly respected public servant.
Charlie had an adventurous attitude
and embraced life’s opportunities. Whist
aviation was his main interest, he was
also a keen motor bike racer and in the
early 1950s raced at Ulster in Ireland and
at the Isle of Man.
Charlie was always strongly supported
in all his endeavours by his beloved
family – wife Kath, and daughters Kathy
and Heather. During his married life they

Charlie Lambert

lived at Springvale and Endeavour Hills.
In recent years, he lived with his daughter
Kathy and family. The Lambeth family
spent many weekends and holidays on
airfields, at air shows or at the gliding
club. Charlie is survived by his daughter
Kathy, son-in-law John, and their boys.
A life, well lived, indeed!

GLIDING FEDERATION
OF AUSTRALIA INC
Airworthiness Inspection

FORM 2 and C of A Notice
■ 	A Form 2 inspection is due. $165* payment
is enclosed

■

The C of A requires renewal. $42* payment
is enclosed and the existing C of A document
is returned

■

Initial registration package is required.
$400* payment is enclosed
* Fees include GST

Payment method:

■

Cheque
■ Credit Card ■ Direct Deposit
For internet payments, deposit into:
BSB: 013-442 Account No: 304729562

A) Documentation request
■
■

P
 lease send me a transfer of ownership document
Please send me a change of registered
operator document

Aircraft Type................................................................................
Registration marks VH – ............................................................
Address to which documents are to be sent is:
Name ..........................................................................................
Address . .....................................................................................
.....................................................................................................
State.......................................................Postcode.......................
Forward to: GFA Airworthiness Secretary,
Level 1/34 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062.
Email: <Airworthiness@sec.gfa.org.au>
Fax: 03 9303 7960
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Wills Wing team pilot Jeff Shapiro
performs a loop on a WW T2C in the USA
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Visualisation Made Easy
Mads Syndergaard, courtesy of Bob Drury – XC Mag

Mads Syndergaard has condensed his 20 years of competition paragliding into
a 200-page new book, “Flying Rags for Glory: The A-Z of Competition Paragliding.“
this is a little extract which skips straight to chapter seven: The Mind Game.

Talk yourself up: 'It's going to be a great day!' Photo: Martin Scheel

“ You need to think
a b o u t w h at y o u t h i n k ”

I

’d only been flying a few seasons when
I started to realise that the truly great
winners stood out for more than just
winning.
A few of my fellow pilots in the
1990s could win comps by winning most
of the tasks – Housi Bollinger (CH) and
Peter Brinkeby (SE) spring to mind – but
when flying with these guys individually
it seemed they were not vastly superior
on a technical level. They climbed about
as well as the rest of us, and decisionmaking skills seemed to match the best of
the rest. Yet the best of the rest weren’t
winning; those two were.
I have come to think that what sets
these pilots apart is they believe they
have an almost God-given right to win:
they are almost insulted if they don’t take
the trophy home.
So how have they come to this
very handy conclusion? This is where
visualisation comes in.

Pilots and
v i s u a l i s at i o n
Most elite sport practitioners use
visualisation to some extent, but very few
paraglider pilots openly discuss it. Either
we are more backward than we like to
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think, or people keep their tricks close to
the chest.
Visualisation is all about letting your
consciousness prime your subconscious
mind for flying as well as you possibly
can. You do it by imagining sequences of
yourself flying well, of doing well, again
and again, until the subconscious is used
to having success.
It is useful as a preparation technique
before even going to the comp: you can
do it on the long winter evenings where
flying memories are all the flying you are
going to get, thereby priming your mind
to be better prepared once you take to
the air again in spring.
Many pilots speak of how rusty they
feel after shorter or longer hiatuses – this
is counter-productive, as it will prime
your mind to feel rusty as well, thereby
inhibiting the optimal functioning of all
the tacit motor skills that only need to be
set free to work perfectly regardless of
the hiatus time.
But visualisation is also useful when
flying. Let us say you have somehow
made a mistake and you have been left
behind by the gaggle. This is where
staying calm and remaining focused is
at its most important, and where you
can make a huge difference by either
imagining how you are going to catch
up, or by remembering tasks where you

actually did. You will make it much easier
for yourself to stay in the ‘zone’ – or
whatever you choose to call it – than if
you just start hammering away at the
risers in anger.

V i s u a l i s at i o n h o w - t o
The key to good preparatory visualisation
exercises is to reach an almost meditative
state. The literature on the subject
suggests that you get in the habit of
doing it in similar physical circumstances
every time. A bit of good low-key music
in the ears keeps disturbing noises out
and helps you focus on the task at hand.
Sit or lie back, relax and feel good. Start
by recalling good memories from flying or
from comps where you have done well and
where you have flown better than you, or
others, would have expected. Bask in the
glory of those memories.
Move on to thinking about the
upcoming event, imagining the tasks,
the scenery and yourself in that scenery,
doing well. Imagine the feeling of
flying with a good, fast gaggle of pilots.
Imagine being the first one who knows,
just knows, when the altitude for getting
into goal on final glide is enough.
Imagine the buoyant line you’ll be
gliding along. Imagine yourself in perfect
control of the wing, stopping surges long
before they become collapses. Imagine
April 2011

Tips and Tuition for pilots from beginner to expert, there’s
something for everyone
Welcome to the XC Files. A selection
of paragliding and hang gliding’s most
common questions posed to Cross
Country magazine’s panel of experts.
From beginner to expert, there’s
something in the XC Files for everyone.
If you’ve got a nagging question
you’ve never managed to resolve,
or just want to hear how the sport’s
experts do something you do, send
your questions to us at editor@xcmag.
com and we’ll find the best people to
answer them.

the satisfaction this gives you. Imagine
looking over your shoulder to see the
competitors trying, in vain, to catch up.
Imagine the thrill of breaching the goal
cylinder first. Imagine the congratulatory
embraces in goal, from friends and
competitors.
The above is but an example – you
need to adjust to your own ambition
level, as too much positive visualisation
can possibly be counter-productive if
nothing of what you have imagined
actually happens. If your goal is to reach
goal before the goal deadline then that
is what you should be visualising – it is
probably safe to say that placing yourself
on the podium in your dreams is best
April 2011

avoided if there is absolutely no chance
that you will be there in real life.
Many pilots spend a lot of energy
talking themselves down before flights.
Comments like, “it looks rough today”
or, “I just hope I get to goal once in
this comp” are to be avoided because
it primes your mind for failure.
In short you really do need to think
about what you think, and what you

say, as it can make a huge difference
to your result.
Before the task take time out to go
through the positive visualisation process
once again. Use the iPod to block out the
world, close your eyes for a few moments
and run through the sequence, allowing
yourself to get into that feel-good zone.
And repeat during flight if necessary
– in the air you won’t
need the iPod.
‘Flying Rags For Glory:
an A-Z of Competition
Paragliding’ is available
from [www.xcshop.com]
and retailers.
Soaring Australia
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JoeyGlide 2011: What,
Where, Who and How!

water ballast, or you don’t wish to fly
with water you’ll receive a two percent
handicap advantage.
The handicaps we will use are a slight
variation (for Australian conditions) of the
German Aero Club aka OLC handicaps,
and approved by a senior handicapper.
As the Germans have been doing this for
an awfully long time we thought they’d
have to have a pretty good idea! There is
no penalty for having winglets or other
approved performance enhancers on your
glider. This idea was initially dreamt up by
Nick Gilbert, as the juniors wanted to race
gliders with water, but with our fleet also
consisting of lower performance gliders
it was felt that the multi-class Nationals
handicaps were unfair, just as the club
class handicaps flown with water were
also disadvantaging pilots.

Adam Woolley, Contest Director
After a positive sports’ committee meeting at the start of February, thanks
to Anita Taylor, Ross McLean and their hard working team we now have the
eighth official Australian Junior Gliding Nationals! Of course, this couldn’t
have happened without the positive and welcoming support of Greg Schmidt
and his committee at the Kingaroy Soaring Club [www.kingaroysoaring.com.
au]. So thankyou in advance! In this, the second of nine articles, you’ll find
information on the venue, dates and the configuration the racing sailplanes
will be in.

L

et’s get straight to the point!
Competition dates: 10 to 17 December 2011.
Location: Kingaroy, Queensland.
Gliders: Sports Class limited to 15m
wingspan. Water ballasted competition;
however, gliders without water ballast
get a two percent handicap advantage.
Competitor age limit: 30 years or less at
the beginning of the championships.
Kingaroy
Kingaroy lies on the D’Aguilar Highway
about 225km north-west of Brisbane, and
is well known as the ‘peanut’ capital of
Australia. Don’t let that fool you though,
Kingaroy hosts some of the hungriest
and best racing pilots in the country!
Kingaroy Soaring Club and its 100 plus
members enjoy an all weather strip and
two runways, a modern fleet including
the latest Schempp-Hirth Duo-Discus X, as
well as two Discuses and two Astirs. With
a friendly and modern clubhouse, active
and proud members, the club boasts some
of the best facilities in Australia!
Kingaroy also promotes local and
international visitors, who are made very
welcome and enjoy very good hospitality
while there. Pilot training and advanced
cross country courses are also held
which, as you can imagine, adds up to
a great environment for the junior pilots
of Australia!
Kingaroy township has a cosmopolitan
feel to it but is still a relaxed, friendly and
informal country town at heart. It basks in
a low-humidity climate and is surrounded
by extensive and very picturesque farmlands, interspersed with low rolling hills.
The paddocks in the juniors’ tasking area
are plentiful and often red in colour,
producing varying conditions. The Booie
Range, home to several wineries and
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cellar doors, lies immediately north-east
of the town, and the Bunya Mountains
are about 55km to the south-west. Once
you pass to the west of the Bunyas, where
wave flights have gone to over 25 000ft
(when airspace wasn’t an issue), you
enter the region of the Darling Downs
and its soaring club (DDSC). It boasts an
amazingly flat countryside, with paddocks
you’d get lost in because of their size.
Generally the conditions are stronger in
this area, with tasking almost limitless!
The Key To JoeyGlide…
…is the dates that it’s held. After the
junior pilots’ meeting held in Waikerie
2010, it was decided not to make a
decision on the dates at the time, but to
survey as many young pilots as possible
to determine the best possible time for
maximum attendance. This year was a
surprisingly easy one to decide: first of
all it had to be as early in the season
as possible. Then it had to give the uni
students enough time to finish their
exams, relax, save and practice! The NSW
and Victoria school kids finish as late as
22 December, typically the Grade 10s are
15 years of age and finish school two
weeks before the end of the school year.
As far as the working class juniors are
concerned, well we’ve given them enough
notice to organise themselves!
The survey gave four options keeping
all of the above in mind, with a total of
126 points received – and a staggering
69% voted for the advertised dates.
The next closest was the week prior with
18%. So having said all this, we’re expecting a large turnout for one of the most
exciting and fun events of the 2011/2012
soaring calendar!

N ev D onald
– T ug M aster
Nev started gliding in 1978, training
on the winch at Gympie Soaring Club.
His first real introduction to gliding
was back in 1972 when as an ATC
Cadet (Airforce Cadet) he attended
a gliding camp at Kingaroy which
is where his aviation passion really
started. Nev achieved his PPL in 1986
and has been a regular rostered
tug pilot since 1987. He is a current
member of Kingaroy Soaring Club
and has crewed (told what to do!)
for his son Liam at several JoeyGlide
Competitions.
JoeyGlide is not only an enjoyable
comp for the juniors but is real fun
for the parents and crew of the competitors and coachees, and encourages
family and fellow crew members to
come along for a great time. Nev is
really looking forward to being involved again with JoeyGlide, on this occasion as tugmaster, he reckons it will
be the highlight of his year!

What gliders will race?
After careful consideration, and again
listening to the juniors as to what
configuration they wanted to race their
sailplanes cross-country in, we decided
on a competition with sports’ class
gliders (eg, from SZD 51 Junior to LS8
to ASW27) limited to 15m wingspan,
and to allow water ballast. Don’t let this
deter you though, if the glider you’ve
managed to get your hands on can’t take
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A ustralian J unior G liding C lub R affle
The Australian Junior Gliding Club is holding a raffle to raise funds for the National
team heading to the Junior Worlds in Germany this year, as well as the Junior
Nationals and other Junior events.
First prize is an hour simulator session in SimJet’s B737NG Simulator with
professional instruction and one guest. Second prize is a Connect-Me Spot Tracker,
and third prize is a SeeYou desktop licence. We would like to thank SimJet and Go
Soaring for their generous support by donating these prizes.
Tickets are $20 each, $50 for three, or $100 for seven. They can be purchased
from a Junior Gliding Club member at your club, or by going to [www.ajgc.org.au].
The prizes will be drawn on the presentation night of the Queensland Easter
comp at Dalby Airfield on 23 April.
If you have any questions, please contact Adam Webb, AJGC president, via
email at [pres@ajgc.org.au].

What next?
In the next article, Paul Mander and I will
introduce you to the coaching section
that is another important side of

JoeyGlide! It has seen some great success
over the years, leading the way in helping
you and your peers transition from gliding to racing!

Non-destructive Testing
David Spicer RTOA WA
The MOSP (Part 3 – Airworthiness), section 6.12 currently states that “Annual Inspectors are permitted to perform
Non-Destructive Inspection by Red Dye Penetrant and by visual inspection. All other forms of NDI must be done
by a CASA authorised NDI organisation.”

C

ASA issued Air Worthiness
Bulletin (AWB) 20-002 on 18
September 2008 that states:
“…ASTM E 1417 ‘Standard
Practice for Liquid Penetrant Testing’
prohibits [red] dye systems for final
acceptance of inspection for aerospace
products. In addition to the above
limitation, ASTM E 1417 also prohibits
the use of visible dye penetrant before
inspection using a … fluorescent dye
penetrant system.” Most aviation organisations discarded the use of red dye penetrant method some decades ago. The
recent RTO-A conference agreed that
GFA should also discard this method from
31 December 2010, and replace it by the
fluorescent dye penetrant method.
The red dye method has a history over
many years of failing to detect cracks, or
of giving false indications of cracks. The
length of crack required to provide a
consistently positive result using the red
dye method was similar to that which
could be detected by the naked eye. The
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fluorescent dye (fluoro-dye) method has
more sensitivity and a reliable history of
detecting cracks. Nonetheless, there will
be some applications where other forms
of NDI will be more appropriate.
In order to use the fluoro-dye system,
gliding clubs will need some extra equipment and specialist training. The equipment consists of a ‘black light’ which
causes the fluorescence in the dye to
become readily visible. This light needs to
be regularly calibrated, and cost around
$1000 each. GFA is currently investigating
the availability of a bulk purchase of
these lights which can then be made available to RTOs-A in each of the regions for
lending to clubs. Operators that use this
method need to be trained and certified
competent. GFA is also investigating the
availability of training for each of the
regions. However, not all annual inspectors will be able to be trained in the short
term, and will therefore need to call on
trained inspectors to perform all NDI tests.

The introduction of the fluoro-dye
method has been delayed until 1 January
2011 to ensure that the black light and
specialist training can be acquired by
clubs. Until the fluoro-dye method is
available at clubs, and inspectors have
been trained, club inspectors should
perform NDI inspections visually using
a magnifying glass. The continued use
of red-dye, although not discarded,
is not recommended, as the chemical
properties of the solvents contained in
red dye penetrant ‘quench’ or destroy the
fluorescence (glowing) of the fluorescent
dyes, degrading both the sensitivity
of any subsequent inspection and the
accuracy of any result.
The use of this better technology
should add to the improved airworthiness
of our glider fleet. Clubs and private
owners who have further questions
relating to the type of NDI that should
be used should contact their RTO-A. The
MOSP and BSE will be amended in due
course to reflect this change.
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Separating The Sheep From The Goats
L a k e K e e p i t S o a r i n g C l u b R e g atta : 2 0 t o 2 6 F e b r u a r y 2 0 1 1

John Clark
In the foreword of George Moffat’s book Winning 2, Michael ‘Platypus’ Bird writes, “Nothing is more stimulating to
soaring performance than to have a bunch of friends set a task and race each other around it. And in the evening, or on the wet days, you sit and analyse, preferably as a group, what you did right and what you did wrong.”
Apart from the ‘wet days’ bit, that neatly encapsulates the spirit of the Lake Keepit Soaring Club’s annual regatta.

A

lthough the regatta is advertised as an
introduction to competition and AAT flying, many of the participants have no
real interest in competition at a higher level; but all want to see an improvement in their cross-country gliding performance. The format of the regatta is simple. Each morning there’s a talk on some
soaring topic, followed by a detailed
weather briefing.

Al Giles and Sam Clift

Visiting Kiwis (and members of the Alice Springs Gliding Club)
Robert Smits and Grant Nelson

Graham Holland and Tim (the school bully) Carr
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The weather for the first two days
is only okay so some fairly easy tasks are
set, lasting no longer than two hours with
some big radius zones around turnpoints
to allow for all levels of expertise and to
help make sure gliders don’t land out. As
usual, it is these light days which separate
the sheep from the goats, which is a perfect start for a regatta where there are
a few goats and lots of sheep.
This year, several sheep, me included,
are delusional enough to think their performance has improved enough since the
last regatta that they don’t want to do
a lead-and-follow but want to go it alone,
saying “No Goat, no Master.” The downside of this is that the hysterical radio
chat of last year is missing. Someone said
today, “Is anyone out there? This is the
opposite of my club where you can hardly
get a word in edgeways. Here, the radio
is often so dead that you think you’re on
the wrong channel.”
There are a good number of twoseaters at the regatta: Three Grob 103s,
two ASH 25s and a Nimbus and the back
seat pilot regularly changes giving pilots
a good opportunity to see how an expert
does it. In fact, the top four or five entrants
were expert – Paul Mander, Harry Medlicott, Dave Shorter, Steve Hedley – and this
makes picking the sheep from the goats
fairly easy when the results are read out
each morning.
The club is full with members and
visiting pilots. There are three visitors
from the Alice Springs Gliding Club who
had to be warned off landing on local
roads. Garry Ransby is here again from
Kingaroy. Ian McPhee and Brian Marshall
have come in from Byron Bay and there
are at least two visiting Kiwis as well as
the many resident ones. The Kiwis are
blown away by the quality of the flying:
the mix of flatlands, ranges and hills
make tasks very interesting.
On the first day, Paul Mander gives
the obligatory safety talk, or rather a talk
on safe flying in company. Before briefing
on the second day, Dave Shorter gives

Maren Goerdel, Steve Hedley and the Nimbus 3DM GO

a talk on AAT flying, especially for the
visitor, since all LKSC club members know
the talk by heart having read Dave’s excellent piece on AAT flying in Keep Soaring.
Gary Speight gives a challenging talk
on why increasing your wing loading
with water ballast will give you a lower
rate of climb, give you more trouble in
narrow thermals, and won’t make your
speed on the glides any faster. As usual
with Gary’s talks, it provoked some
amusing arguments and more than a little
scratching of heads.
Perhaps the most interesting talk was
one by Harry Medlicott on block speeds.
For a number of pilots, this was a eureka
moment and resulted in an immediate
15% increase in cross-country speed for
several of the sheep. Not all completely
understood all aspects of the talk though.
One dim-witted sheep thought that the
formula for optimal speed/wing loading
which Harry scribbled on the white board
was a formula for exploding custard.
The first day was a struggle because
there was only one thermal and that
was on the edge of controlled airspace
near Tamworth. Everyone seemed to be
crowding into this thermal to get enough
April 2011

height to start and for many that was the
last real thermal they got. Paul Mander
won the day by having a bigger glider
than anyone else, and probably bigger
‘cojones’ since according to Sam Bowman,
his immediate post-solo passenger, they
went from Kelvin to Manilla ridge soaring
‘about 50ft above the trees’, except when
passing Mt Borah when they were 400ft
below the trees. Fortunately Sam had a
video to prove it.
Me, I have a very sheepish fly where
after getting low near Gunnedah and still
having final glide back to Keepit, I decide
to return to the strip. I would point out
that low is in the eyes of the beholder
and looking along the course and seeing
no obvious sign of lift (which I was brave
enough to use,) cowardice seems the
best option. However, flying back to
Keepit, I blunder into the thermal du jour
again which gives me enough height to
complete the rest of the task with only
one small top-up. Not very brave though.
If you look at the regatta results,
you’ll see that goats head the list each
day with just a scattering of sheep following. Many of the goats have zillions of
hours and also have huge, enormous
gliders, powerful self-launchers or sustainers and don’t (anymore) experience the
real misery of thermalling at 800ft in zero
lift. It’s expected that at the end of the
week some bolshie sheep will mutiny and
ask for pilot handicapping instead of
glider handicapping.
The weather during the regatta continues to improve and Friday was a perfect
sparkling clear day with the sky dotted
with cumili everywhere and almost everyone had a great time. One of those days
when being at cloud base seems at once
the most natural and wonderful experience in the world. What this means is that
some of us sheep had flights with 10 to
11-knot climbs and others (mainly goats)
had long anus-clenching adventures crossing the ranges near Kaputar. Me, I followed Harry Ms instructions and got 111km/h
for my flight: shame I am using a start
point list which expired several years ago.
Although the goats continue to lead
the scoring by a considerable margin over
the sheep, Jacques Graells, who is doing
the scoring, discovered that he’d used the
wrong handicap on Dave Shorter’s glider
which resulted in some small adjustments
which favoured the sheep end of the comp.
Some Regatta Highlights
Burning stubble in some fields to the west
of the Kelvins has given some great climbs,
albeit under IFR conditions. On one day,
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the rhumb line would have taken gliders
over the edge of the Pillaga scrub and
although the fires could be seen, aiming
for them seemed… well almost too
obvious… almost like cheating. And the
cries on the radio from people in eight
knot thermals in the smoke were just
what people scratching at 3000ft over
the Pillaga wanted to hear. It was mainly
Macca who was to blame here.
On the same day, some (Macca again)
broadcast their heights over Kaputar. While
some could do no better than 6000ft
and most of the time settled for 4000 to
5000ft all day, others (mainly Macca) were
getting eight and even 9000ft.
The success of this smoke flying leads
to talk later in the week that flying with
a box of matches and a ballasted oily rag
might be a good option.
You know that song, I heard the
Screaming Jets? Well, I understand that
we had a world first at Keepit when Paul
Mander self-launched his experimental
ASH 25 under jet power, both one and
two up. From a distance during the
take-off roll, the noise was not excessive.
It sounded like a large amount of air
escaping from somewhere… a rushing
mighty wind if you like, rather than the
lawn mower sound of a conventional selflauncher. Paul is to be commended for his
work on this revolutionary glider.
Christian Linnet, who took a sickie
and flew at the end of the week, has a
new disciple in Chris Bowman. Chris B has
lands out on many days in the regatta
and said that before the comp he was
nervous about outlanding, but not any
more. This could become a comp within
a comp if Christian picks up the challenge.
Dave Shorter, as most people know,
is just on the good side of every competitive. Perhaps the ‘untuituve Kiwis’ know
this and with typical ‘Kiwi ungenuity’,
they bait him whenever possible in the
club Grob 103 by tearing off early and
very fast from every thermal shared with
Dave to the point where he wonders if
there’s a bucket tied to his glider, the
Kiwis are so hard to catch (the bucket
works well in boat races!)
Jay Anderson flew up to Keepit for
the Thursday task; presumably he also
chucked a sickie because throughout the
first leg, he is on the radio saying, “Hey,
this is a lot better than working!” Then
the radio goes silent for a looong time.
The peloton is moving towards Mt
Kaputar and hang gliders suddenly
appear all around us. They’ve come from
a comp at Mt Borah and get stuck into
a few of our gaggles. Because they’re

Dave Shorter watches as Chris Bowman practises some
post-outlanding poses

Paul Mander, Harry Medlicott, Dave Shorter, Sandy Mander
and Graham Holland
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New GFA Executive
Officer Appointed

Ray Tilley, Louise Ransby, Harry Medlicott and Gary Ransby
Many of the regatta people

The old firm: Vic Hatfield, Brian Marshall and Ian (Macca) McPhee

Paul Mander and a nervous Spanish chef

Macca gets a front row seat for the JATO

normally climbing faster than us, the
sailplanes bale out of the thermal. Later,
a few land out at Keepit. One of them
is Grant Heaney who says, “Don’t worry
about the hangies who are way out over
the plain because they’re the gun pilots.
They don’t mind at all mixing it with sailplanes.” Grant is a goat sort of hang glid32 Soaring Australia

er pilot. He did a 750km IFA triangle in
his Cirrus 75 and 1000km in a Nimbus 3
on his first attempt.
An Espanish hang glider pilot comes
to the club and cooks for two days. On
the first day he makes a huge paella and
on the second day, gnocchi. It all goes
down very well and there is a steady
queue for thirds until it was all eaten.
Paul Mander, in cahoots with all the
other big wing chaps and Macca, decides
to do a JATO or CAJTO… It turns out that
the ASH 25E was certified or whatever it’s
called, for a car-assisted sustainer takeoff. So they connect the jet-powered ASH
with a bit of string to a 4WD and tow it
off down the strip with the jet running
(and our somewhat nervous-looking
Espanish chef in the back seat.) In fact
the best bit is a low-pass done when
the glider returns over the take-off area
where the ASH sounds much like a mighty
Vulcan bomber.
Each day, as the first gliders come
into the circuit to land, club manager Ian
Downes announces that, “All pilots’ cars
have been brought up to the club area
and are washed, polished and waiting.”
It’s a free valet service that lesser clubs
can only dream of, even if the washing
is not immediately noticeable.
As usual there is a croquet night and
dinner at the Dircks’ house. The croquet
can best be described as interesting. The
home team of Geoff Sim and Bob play
local rules where the Dircks’ feral dogs
eat the other team’s balls and the visiting
team loses by a narrow margin.
Instructional talks there are a few.
However, considering the difference in
performance between sheep and goats,
there must be some question whether
the head goats are telling the sheep the
full story. Anyway, Paul Mander gives an
interesting talk on flying strategies in
windy conditions. During the first few

days in the week, a southerly which at
times is up to 15kt, creates challenging
conditions which Paul explains in some
detail; but only after the wind has died
and Paul has won all the windy days!
Harry Medlicott’s talk on block speeds
lasts barely 10 minutes and the questions
last almost an hour until shut down by
the school bully Tim Carr, who has learned
enough about block speeds to give him a
first place on the final day.
I get my revenge on Macca by calling
him up and announcing that I am in an
11-knot thermal and have the pictures
to prove it! Probably, if I had not been
holding the camera in my right hand and
flying with my left, I could have done a 12.
The final day was pretty special. There
was a thick high overcast with towering
mountains of clouds below which often
went so high that they seemed connected
with the upper levels forming great
vertical canyons in the sky. You could be
at cloud at 7500ft base and when leaving
the cloud, discover that there were gliders
1500ft or more above you. Some people
were rocketing up in nine knots to 9000ft
(Tim Carr) while others (Ray Tilley and me)
were struggling to get work a two-knot
climb to 6000ft. The flight of the day was
obviously that of Bob Dircks who decided
that this was the day to get a Silver C
50km flight, and landed out at 30km.
The regatta is a comp for the rest of
us; those of us sheep who want to fly well,
but don’t have the skill or time or inclination to be a real goat. The regatta helps
most of us sheep to be the best we can be.
In the end, Garry Ransby from Kingaroy
is a deserving winner. It’s Garry’s second
year and he has promised to be back
next year with some friends for the next
regatta, the last week in February 2012.
For those of you addicted to results,
you can see them here [www.soaringspot.
com/lkr2011/results/club/daily/].
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In late January this year,
Simon Kinniburgh was
appointed as the new executive
officer of the Gliding Federation of Australia.
Whilst new to the world of gliding,
Simon is no stranger to the world of
sporting organisations. Beginning his
working life as a Real Tennis/Squash Professional, Simon spent a total of eight
years based in Melbourne, Bordeaux, New
York and Sydney before returning to university to complete a Bachelor of Business
Administration (Sports Management).
Replacing tennis whites with business
attire, Simon moved into the Government
sector, and was employed by Sport &
Recreation Victoria, the Office of Gaming
& Racing and the Australian Competition
and Consumer Commission. In 2008,
Simon joined a sports consultancy firm as
marketing and communications’ manager
where he worked on a 12-year strategic
plan for Racing Victoria Ltd, Country
Racing Victoria, the bid document for
the successful Melbourne Heart soccer
consortium, projects with the Victorian
Rugby Union and the bid to establish
an AFL team in the state of Tasmania.
Simon also provides advice to the Carlton
Football Club on social media strategy.
He has been up in a glider once
before, but lives by the mantra of “If
I’m working for the sport – I participate
in the sport.” Hopefully that’s not too
ambitious a task when combined with
the executive officer position.

On 26 January the year Bert Persson
took out VH-WUC for a post Form 2
and Extension of Service Life Survey
evaluation flight at Caboolture.
Bert had not flown the glider (the
only Schweizer SGS 1-35 outside of
USA/Canada) since the late 1980s at
Tocumwal where his first flight in
her was a 500km triangle. VH-WUC
was last flown some 23 years ago;
it had been stored in its trailer inside
hangars at Tocumwal and Alice Springs.
The January flight lasted five hours
and 35 minutes and according to
Bert, “she flies really nicely.”
[www.glidingcaboolture.org.au]
April 2011

2011 AGM

Junior Cross Country Prize
I am pleased to announce the Junior
cross-country prize being offered by our
patron, Stow Kentish.
The prize has a value of $1000. Stow
wants to encourage cross-country performance by younger pilots, for flights from
Darling Downs Soaring Club, Queensland.
The event will run from 1 April 2010 to
31 March 2011.
Pilots must be under 30 years of age
at 31 March 2011. They take their best
flight from each of three four-month
periods, April to July 2010, August to
November 2010, and December 2010 to
March 2011.
The winner will have the highest cumulative score of up to three flights under
the Online Competition Classic Scoring.
An Official Observer must verify the flight
claim documentation. IGC-approved Flight
Recorders must be used in accordance with
the Sporting Code for Badges. (Position
recorders such as Flarm, FlywithCE and
Garmin may not be used.)
Flights must take off from Darling
Downs Soaring Club. Pilots may be members of any club in Australia. There is
no requirement to make a flight in all
three periods. Further
information email me
<pam@kurstjens.com>.
Pam Kurstjens,
President, Darling
Downs Soaring Club

GFA Annual Gliding Seminar, Dinner

6 September 2011
9:30 start through to 23:00
Airport Motel & Convention Centre
33 Ardlie Street
Attwood VIC 3049
GFA AGM
Meet the Board, Q&A
Gliding Seminar, 6 speakers
Awards Dinner
Put it in your diary.
Further details to follow.

Weather Station

Wind, rain,
temperature,
humidity,
barometer,
plus more…

Australian Agent
for Davis Instruments.

ECOWATCH

Ask for your
FREE catalogue.

Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive
Kilsyth VIC 3137
Phone: (03) 9761 7040 Fax: (03) 9761 7050
email: <davis@ecowatch.com.au>
web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au]
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Going Cross-country
Guy Harding, reprintd courtesy of Airborn NZ
The final part of New Zealand’s Guy Harding article
on improving cross-country skills

Paul Stuart flying Moyes RS at Rex Lookout, North Queensland with cloud forming over the Great Barrier Reef

Guy Harding

Gliding techniques
According to the guns, they concentrate
while gliding far more than they do
while thermalling.
Sounds a bit weird to you? In truth,
they have done so much thermalling
that they are all pretty damn good at it,
so they find it hard to out-thermal one
another, especially in a gaggle. Where
they can get a jump or catch up is by
choosing a glide line that is better than
their competitors. Basically, if you are
the sort of person who just pulls the
string, tucks the bar and heads straight
for the next thermal trigger, then you will
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probably be gliding inefficiently. Here
are a couple of reasons why:
1.	When the VG is on full the glider is
super stiff. You will fly through lift
and sink, but more importantly at
times one wing will fly through more
lift/sink than the other, resulting in a
slight turn. At this stage you need to
have enough control over the glider
to be able to steer it in the direction
of the lifting wing and at the very
least not get turned into the greater
sink. Even Gerolf Henrichs says he
doesn’t always glide with full VG.
Closer to three quarters of the time,
so he can have control over his glider.
Over the course of an inter-thermal
glide it is generally more beneficial
to be able to make use of the variations in the air than to try and
straight-line the glide and find
yourself knocked into sinkier air.
2.	Another skill I learnt from interviews
with top pilots is to feel the air for
the best (most lifty) lines. Quite often
there are lines of lift and sink that set
up parallel to the wind (with wave
and wind that runs perpendicular to

a range, the lines will set up perpendicular). The lift may not actually be
lift but just less sink. Let’s say you
spend five minutes gliding on a line
that provides you with 50ft/min less
sink than another line, then at the
end of that five minutes you will be
250ft higher. Multiply that by three
(750ft), five (1250ft), 10 (2500ft), etc,
inter-thermal glides and you start
getting some serious height gains.
But as with point one, you need to
be sensitive to the air and be able to
control your glider to take advantage
of these lines of less sink.
3.	Another obvious skill is to glide at the
right speed for the current sink. You
need to become familiar with ‘speed
to fly’ (S2F) and McCready concepts.
S2F means basically flying at a speed
that will see you covering the most
ground on a glide. Each glider/pilot combination will have different optimum
speeds to fly for the same air. Some clear
examples: If you are flying at 25mph
into a 25mph headwind, you go nowhere. So you have to fly a lot faster
to cover the most ground. Also if you
April 2011

are flying through strong sink you need
to fly faster than
a)	spend less time in such strong
sink, and
b)	your glider polar will dictate that
you get a better overall glide at
higher speeds in strong sink.
McCready adds to this by including
the expected climb you will get in your
next thermal. Basically, if the next expected thermal is weak, it pays to glide
towards it at closer to best glide speed
as its better to arrive at the thermal
higher and spend less time climbing, even
though it will take you longer to glide
there. If the next thermal is expected
to be strong you will be more efficient
to fly faster and get there sooner, even
though you will be lower. This is because
the strong climb will have you higher
at the same point in time than the guy
who takes longer to get to the thermal,
but gets there higher than the point you
arrived at the thermal.
Most people glide too fast and some
too slow for the current sink, therefore
they are just not gliding efficiently. They
may get to point B faster than the pilot
gliding at an optimum speed, but they
will be lower and have to spend time
thermalling back up to the other pilot,
who has by now reached the thermal and
is climbing. This point is exaggerated the
weaker the thermal. I’m not telling you
to slow up necessarily, but to get to know
the right speed to fly for the conditions.
Another thing about speed to fly:
Flying slightly too slowly hurts you far less
than flying slightly too fast.
Think of altitude as hard won money
in the bank. Don’t give it away too easily!

Changing your mind
Generally speaking, once you have made
a decision you should stick to it. Changing
your mind in mid-glide to try for another
thermal can eliminate the possibility of
getting either.
The same applies to landing paddocks.
If you’re dithering between two or more
and don’t commit to one, chances are you
will be leaving it too late to set up a proper approach. Quite often you know the
paddock you should be landing in, but
it might be a little further from the road
and the paddock next to the road is
definitely not as good, but you should
be able to land there okay… – sound
familiar? Pick the good one if you have
any doubts!
There are times though when I think
you should introduce some flexibility
April 2011

Flying at Flinders
Golf Course, Victoria

into your decisionmaking progress. I
have found that when on a cross-country
flight, most pilots focus on flying as far
away from take-off as possible. Even if
that means going on a glide you know
will be your last. If you have only been
flying for about an hour (so you have not
actually flown that far) under clouds and
you suddenly come to a blue hole reaching as far as the eye can see, consider
whether you want to go on that last glide
or whether it might be better to try for
an out and return/triangle flight or maybe
just detour around the blue hole. Chances
are you will get a lot more air time than
you would going on that final glide.
Having a go at an into, or crosswind
leg is another thing we often don’t practice much, but which should be part of
our skill base. If that blue hole is right in
the direction you’re going, consider a 45
to 90º turn to go around it. Follow the
clouds and give yourself the best possible
chance to stay in the air longer.

B AD d e c i s i o n m a k i n g
Especially in my early days, and indeed
even now, I have made decisions in the air
that have put me on the ground. I have
often been amazed at myself afterwards
for having made that choice. Occasionally,
standing on the ground after a flight,
I’ve asked myself: “Why the hell did you
choose to do that?” The decision was
obviously the wrong one and while I was
in the air I had probably known that the
decision was not the best one. So why
did I make it? (I don’t think I’m the only
one to do this. For example, I’ve seen
pilots who had been flying under clouds
venture out into a blue hole when there
were clouds off to the side.)

Photos: Rohan Rogers
I believe part of the reason is a single
track focus: ‘I’m going from A to B and
that’s that,’ or, ‘I’m heading downwind
and a dog leg will slow me down or
reduce my distance.’ I think a main reason
is not being able to relax in the air. This
was true of me in my early days. I found
that being tense in the air robbed me of
some mental computing power. Juggling
several possible decisions made me more
tense and all I wanted to do was make
one and get on with it. Generally, it was
the most simplistic and safest. Hence
going for a glide to a nice big paddock
in the valley under a blue hole, not
staying on the ridge line where the cu’s
were or only venturing out to the valley
when getting low.
If you’ve had this, recognise it for
what it is and try to make up front logical
decisions in the air. The best way to get
over it though is to fly regularly. The more
frequently I fly the more relaxed I am in
the air. So if you’re thinking that you’ll
never get the hang of this cross-country
thing and you’re not getting much air
time, don’t beat yourself up. Understand
that almost all but the few exceptional
pilots would be in the same situation
if they weren’t getting enough airtime.
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19th FAI World Championships 2013

Pre-World Championship 2012
– 10 Competition Days
Practice day: Wednesday 4 January 2012
1st competition day: Thursday 5 January
Last competition day and Presentation:
Saturday 14 January 2012

Vicki Cain on behalf of the Organising Team of the Forbes Flatlands Hang Gliding Championships

World Championships 2013
– 12 Competition Days

2nd practice day: Saturday 5 January 2013
Opening ceremony: Sunday 6 January 2013
1st competition day: Monday 7 January
Last competition day: Friday 18 January
Closing ceremony: Saturday 19 January
Our bid brochure can be seen at
[www.forbesflatlands.com] and our bid
DVD presentation at [www.youtube.com/
watch?v=NO0FUDF2cYk].

1st practice day: Friday 4 January 2013

HGFA Operations Manager’s Report

• • • • • • •

Avalon Airshow

T

he Sydney Hang Gliding Club, the
Organising Team of the Forbes Flatlands
Hang Gliding Championships, the Hang
Gliding Federation of Australia and
the Forbes Shire Council, are thrilled to
announce that Australia has won the bid
to host the 19th FAI World Hang Gliding
Championships at Forbes in 2013.
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In 2009, we narrowly missed out
on winning the bid for the 18th World
Championships.
Just last week, Bill and Molly Moyes
travelled to the CIVL meeting in Lausanne,
Switzerland, to present the bid on
behalf of Australia to host the 19th

World Championships – and this time
we were victorious!
We very much look forward to the
challenge of hosting a World Championships at Forbes.
Full details will be up on the website
in due course [www.forbesflatlands.com].
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CASA Deeds
The Civil Aviation Safety Authority contracts the HGFA and other Recreation
Aviation Administration Organisations
(RAAO) the capacity to administer aviation activities through a Deed of Arrangement. The Deed is an arrangement
between the HGFA and CASA whereby
the HGFA undertakes by agreement with
CASA to maintain oversight of our aviation activities. Further to maintaining
oversight activities the Deed further obligates the HGFA to achieve management
milestones during any one year. The
milestones set out in the Deed establish
two standards CASA requires the
HGFA to adopt and implement through
the Operations Manual and other process manuals.
The standards the HGFA is required to
implement include, a closed loop safety
management system through a Safety
Management System, and CASA’s selfadministration performance standards.
Each of these standards includes about
10 elements which are managed within
an ISO 9001 framework. These developments are set to occur over the next year
and will result in some changes in safety
management within the HGFA. Currently
I am waiting for CASA to appoint a new
Policy Officer to re-commence these
developments and as time goes on I will
report progress.
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An enthusiastic group of hang glider and
trike pilots set up a HGFA display at the
Avalon Airshow during the first weekend
in March. This is a huge event drawing in
lots of people from all over. Rob Van Der
Klooster set up his hang glider simulator
and with help from Dynasoarers and
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club had kids
lined up constantly to have a go.
Also Ken Jelleff and a crew from
the Southern Microlight Group had a
prominently displayed trike, I understand
they had to endure a barrage of questions without a break all day each day.
Well done to all who worked to set up the
display and answer all those questions,
it helps highlight the HGFA as a serious
aviation alternative and participant.

RAA MoU
With help from Ned Mcintosh and Larry
Jones much of the weightshift microlight
training material is collected and ready
for discussion with RAA. The objective of

Max Glynn talks trikes at Avalon 2011

the MoU is to smooth out trike training,
certification and other standards between
RAA and HGFA that have emerged
over time. The MoU will also set many
parameters for wheel based operations
under 95.8 when finally approved.
John Olliff
HGFA Operations Manager

John Olliff
<operationsmanager@hgfa.asn.au>
Mobile: 0417 644633
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23 500 Feet
Martin Warner – ‘Flying’, March 1951
After the loss of about 1000ft on the
western side of the cloud, a decision was
made to return to Narromine and, having
flown below the cloud for about nine
minutes, again without loss of height, a
straight glide was made to the aerodrome.

C ONDI T IONS I M PROVE

Sydney Soaring Club’s Gull IV which made it

T

he firsthand story (told with typical
modesty) of the making of an altitude
soaring record of the British Empire.
On Sunday, 30 December 1950, the
Sydney Soaring Club’s Gull IV was flown
from Narromine in a cumulus nimbus cloud
and reached a height of approximately
23 500ft above the ground, having gained
21 300ft in soaring flight.
The morning did not appear to be
a good soaring day and it was not until
11am that the Olympia was launched. Merv
Waghorn, who was flying the machine
that day, stayed airborne, but not with
ease, later going to Bathurst, 112 miles
away. Dr Heydon was not launched in
the Gull IV till about 11:30, by which time
clouds were appearing over the hills east
of Dubbo and gradually forming closer
to Dubbo, 18 miles away.
An hour-and-a-quarter later, the Gull
IV landed as the day was not good. Also,
lunch was ready. In the afternoon, Dr
Heydon did not want to fly so, as I was
next in turn, I was offered the remainder
of the day.

northerly course which I believed to be
my best route out of the cloud. At 4000ft,
and still descending like a brick, I was
getting worried about breaking clear.

A storm still appeared to be imminent,
and though the ‘Gull’ and pilot remained
on the aerodrome, the ‘Tiger’ was returned to the hangar. The disturbance passed
over and about half an hour later a further
build-up to the south-west looked very
active and another take-off was organised.
We were airborne at 3:15, the cloud
by this time having grown to a cumulus
nimbus of quite large proportions.
To save confusion, all heights quoted
in the next paragraphs will be as indicated by the altitude recorder which, at the
higher levels, has a quite large error.
A release was made at 2200ft above
the ground, SSW of Narromine, and 1000ft
was gained at five to six feet per second.
At this point, the real strength of the lift
began to be felt and the next 1000ft was
gained at 10 to 15ft/sec.
From 4000ft above the ground to
10 000ft the rate of climb was 28ft/sec
and, apart from rain and some light hail,
nothing disturbed the smooth easy circle.
A scheduled call on the radio was
attempted but, because of electrical noise
and lightning, which was encountered at
this height (11 000 to 12 000ft), the call
was abandoned, particularly as my spare
attention was occupied with the sensitive
altimeter which had wound itself up.

2 2 0 0 F T PER M INU T E
From 10 000 to 20 000ft indicated, the rate
of climb was 37ft/sec, 2200ft/min, and the
lift was still steady and undisturbed.
Approaching this height I began to
straighten out on a northerly course, but
did not get on course and dive brakes out
until 22 000ft indicated. When still in
smooth air, a rate of descent of approximately 15ft/sec was made; about the
normal sinking speed of the Gull IV with
dive brakes fully extended.
However, after only two minutes
of this, excessively turbulent air was
encountered and the altimeter again
started to show climb: 5700ft was gained
in this state, at a rate of 26ft/sec and
considering the rate of descent of the
‘Gull’ with dive brakes out, this air would
be rising at least 41ft/sec. In fact, the last
3000ft appeared to have taken little more
than one minute; so the air in this region
would have been rising at 46ft/sec, or
31mph vertically.
During this period, my recollections
were hazy due to lack of oxygen. But the
relief of seeing the altimeter suddenly
descend is still remembered, and it was
not until 18 000ft that I felt up to doing
something about the odd attitudes the
‘Gull’ was assuming in the very turbulent
down, and between 4000ft and 6000ft
were used in straightening out the worst
of the knots.
Now down at 12 000ft, some 13 000ft
had been lost in three-and-a-half minutes.
That is a rate of descent of 61ft/sec,
representing a down current of 31mph.
Still in this turbulent stream and
amidst hail and rain, I was unable, owing
to poor pilotage, to hold the steady

NO USA B LE LIF T
By 1:30 the clouds had built up to the west
of Narromine, and a cumulus, which
appeared active, looked worth investigating. At 1:55, a take-off behind the ‘Tiger’
was made and we climbed steadily till
3000ft was reached under the cloud. At
this height, the tow was released and
some six minutes were spent without
losing height below the cloud, but without finding any usable lift.

As is usual there was a certain amount
of misting of the canopy and, what
with wiping this off, peering out and
still being in a dark grey atmosphere
composed almost entirely of water, the
next few minutes were most unpleasant.
Particularly when trees suddenly appeared ahead, below and very close, leaving
no alternative to a landing, at very short
notice, in scrub.
The ‘arriving place’ proved to be in
the timbered range country, some 600ft
above the take-off, south-east of Narromine. This indicated a major error on my
part: I should not have tried to make a
northerly course because of the drift over
the ranges.
Had west been chosen for the course,
there is a possibility that cloud would
have been broken over clear country.
Also, the cloud was entered in a rather
late stage of development, resulting in
extreme turbulence as the particular
cloud had joined up with others. This
resulted in a storm of tropical intensity,
branches of trees being torn off and the
local creeks running full.

Hunter Valley
Gliding Club
Vintage and
13.5m Rally

T

he rally will be held at
Warkworth, via Singleton, NSW,
over the Easter period: 22 to
25 April 2011. Prizes will be
awarded for the best wooden glider, best
metal glider and classic plastic. Launching
by Pawnee, minimum 60kt.
For details go to [www.hvgc.com.au]
or contact Morgan Sandercock phone
0428 433484, or email <morgan@
sandercock.com>.

Ged Terry

S

ome years ago a gliding friend
returned from a regatta in
Germany bursting to confront
me with a slide he'd taken there.
It showed a German-registered glider on
approach to land. Smugly, he challenged,
“I bet you don't know what that is!”
My instant reply had him thunderstruck,
“Know what it is! I've flown two of them!
It's an ES49 of course!”
Recovering, slowly, he related the
story that some Germans had recently
painstakingly built the ES49 to original
Schneider plans with the (mistaken,
I pointed out) belief that, although
Schneider had designed the ES49 years
earlier, none had hitherto been built
so this was the first and only one of
its type. This fallacy had been proudly
promulgated to all and sundry. I had no
intention of belittling their efforts in any
way, but my announcement that three
(VH-GDK, GFO and GLL) had been built in
Australia would really take the wind out
of their sails.
How accurate the story was I have
never been able to determine but, taking
it at face value and notwithstanding the
Australian connection, those involved
obviously had not done their homework
as eight ES49s of various models had been
built in Germany in 1951 to 1953. Perhaps
the misconception had arisen from the
fact that the ES49 was the last ES glider
completely designed in Germany (just
before Edmund Schneider emigrated to
Australia) and that when it was designed
(1949) glider construction and flying by
Germans was still banned by the Allied
nations which had been in occupation in

Ged Terry

Germany since the end of World War II.
The ban was not lifted until 1951.
In my wanderings on my annual
gliding pilgrimages to Australia I had
been very fortunate to get to fly GFO
(at Barmera on 26 December 1987) and
GLL (at Warkworth on 18 January 1992).
I look forward to the resurrection of
the ES49 in Australia. In view of JR’s
involvement in the ES49, allied to his
ardent purveying of gliding T-shirts,
perhaps the next installment of this ‘Been
There, Done That’ saga of mine will be
entitled ‘Got the T-shirt’. In case he’s at a
loss for wording to put on it, how about
‘I'm a Forty-Niner’?

A surprise for Alan Patching at
the Vintage Gliders Australia
annual general meeting held at
Bordertown in January this year
when he received a very well
deserved life membership of
the group. Alan is pictured
with his son Ian.

Proof of the altitude record
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Women in Gliding 2011
Diane Davey

Open Class Schleicher ASW 17 tucked away for the
night. Kerry Claffey flew this slick machine in the
mountains and across the flats throughout WIG week
Photo: Jutta Goldmann

“My God it’s a woman!” These words were uttered by a businessman who had to urgently get from Cunnamulla to
Brisbane and asked to speak to the pilot to arrange transport due to impassable roads. This was way back in 1936
in Cunnamulla, Queensland. The pilot was Nancy-Bird Walton.

T

hese days plenty of women to take to
the skies – with and without an engine
– however in all gliding clubs across
Australia, men significantly outnumber
women. Be that as it may, it has always
struck me as a bit of a mystery. Even the
general public still doesn't seem to have
fully come to grips with women taking
to the skies.
On a recent trip to Queensland, the
very same skies Nancy-Bird flew over, I had
an interesting experience when booking
accommodation for the night. I rang the
motel explaining I had just flown in and

required a room for the night as well as
a lift from the airport. The lady asked me
if I needed ‘just the one room’, which I
confirmed. She then said: “What about
the pilot, dear?” This was just a few
months ago, in 2010!
Having heard of Women in Gliding
(WIG) week, I wondered how different
things would be on the gliding field if
the usual gender balance was inversed:
Would things be different or would they
be the same? So it was with curious anticipation that I attended this year’s WIG
week to find out.

The event was hosted by the Gliding
Club of Victoria (GCV)at Benalla in
Victoria from 23 to 29 January. The GCV
has excellent facilities which include
wide grass cross runways, multiple tugs,
a large clubhouse with airconditioned
classroom, wi-fi access, plenty of onsite
accommodation, kitchen facilities, evening catering and a well stocked bar. With
a large membership base, there were also
plenty of people to lend a hand or point
you in the right direction. The tug pilots
made sure everyone got off the ground
efficiently and gave us a good start by
dropping us off in good air – thank you
Val Phillips, Jeremy Birkbeck and Tony Vost!
The days started out with the weather briefing at 9am. This included a walkthrough of the satellite loop, synoptic
charts, forecast, temperature trace, RASP
and XC Skies. Selena Boyle and Graham
Garlick also added their local knowledge
(and increasingly optimistic spin as the
week wore on!) to help us work out our
daily plans.
After the weather briefing, WIG participants went up to the classroom to share
flying experiences from the previous day.
We would then have a presentation/
Women in Gliding 2011: (Front row) Michelle
Calllaghan, Louise O’Grady, Tim Wilson, Kerrie Claffey,
Jenne Goldsmith, (back row) Sylvia Sharman, Alex
Husy, Ursula Husy, Leonie Furze, Jutta Goldmann,
Selena Boyle, Ailsa McMillan, Val Phillips, Fran Ning,
Brittany Grieve, Brian Rau, Vivienne Bryner, Bernard
Eckey, Diane Davey. Missing from photo Swaantje
Geyer, Mary Neighbour and Greg Schmidt

seminar with one or more experts including Bernard Eckey, Anita Taylor, Graham
Garlick and Tim Shirley. This included
worthwhile Q&A/discussion on the given
topic. The topics included flight tactics,
weather, weather information sources,
mental preparation, airsickness, relief
systems, meteorological navigation, seabreezes, nutrition and hydration, instrumentation and software as well as many
others. I had read about some of these in
Bernard’s book, but there is nothing quite
the same of having an expert right there,
guiding you through the information
in person. These sessions allowed us to
ask many questions and share relevant
‘female centric’ challenges and tips. This
gave us all food for thought for the day’s
flying, with the larger group breaking up
after the seminar to work out the day’s
task and coordinate flying activities.
Sadly, the soaring conditions did not
rate amongst the highlights of the week.
Blue skies and frustratingly low-ish inversions characterised the week. If that wasn’t
challenging enough, even the locals were
commenting about how the usual thermal
spots were not working! Despite the average conditions much flying was done,
including gutsy flights by Ailsa McMillan
(two flights totalling 511km) with an
outlanding at Thoona, which happens to
have a pretty good pub (coincidence?)
and another at Corowa, where she was
joined by Louise O'Grady, Tim Wilson and
Greg Schmidt. Tony Vost (in the Scout)
and Val Phillips (in the Pawnee) retrieved
the lot, with Ben Loxton, who was on
a camp at Corowa, assisting with the
launches on the ground.
Back at Benalla, Jenne Goldsmith
repeatedly demonstrated how ‘wood is
good’, managing to stay aloft for several
hours in weak and windy conditions in
her Ka6. Some took to the skies to enjoy
relaxed local soaring, trying out new
gliders, practicing techniques and getting
familiar with the area while others took
advantage of weeklong operations to
advance their training.
I was thrilled to be back in our DG300
after over a year since my last flight in it.
It looked a treat with its new interior and
was an absolute delight to fly. Lacking the
‘enthusiasm’ required to venture out into
the blue at 3500ft, I scratched around
locally, re-familiarising myself with the DG
and exploring the surrounding area.
My husband Phil came up on Australia
Day so it was his turn in the DG. Having
planned ahead, I escaped staying earthbound for the day by hopping in the back

of Bernard Eckey’s beautiful ASH25 and
heading for the mountains. That morning’s seminar was on airsickness. I had
listened with increasing concern as people
commented on how they suffered from it
in the back of the ASH25. I’m fortunate in
that I don't usually get airsick, but after
all that talk, I found myself scrambling for
a ziplock bag before take off – just in case
the power of suggestion kicked in!
Thankfully, I had no issues whatsoever,
even when Bernard had the ASH25 standing on its wingtip, which was a frequent
occurrence, given the conditions. What
a fantastic experience: thanks again
Bernard! Those long, elegant wings just
go forever. I was pleasantly surprised
at how well it circled considering its
wingspan and long fuselage. I guess that’s
modern technology for you. The flight
combined blue thermals soaring with
ridge soaring. We also managed to catch
a few cumuli in the mountains before
they fell apart. One of the highlights
of the flight was to ‘polish the rocks’,
as Bernard put it. They were certainly
looking pretty shiny to me! A lesson I
learned that day was that even if you
have wings that go forever and you're
Bernard Eckey, you still have to work hard
if the conditions call for it.
Having flown the glider with the
longest wings on the field (I think?),
I couldn’t resist Dave Goldmith’s kind
offer to have a fly of the one with
the shortest wings on the field: the
Shortwing Kookaburra. Thank you
Dave! VH-GFK is not just any Kooka,
it is a Vanstan Modified Kookaburra.
These modifications include lowering
wings 11 inches, new canopy design,
wing modifications in the cockpit area,
new burnished metal instrument panel,
modified fuselage to a lower profile,
reclining seats (ahh!), new rounded
rudder profile (gorgeous!), removed skid,
mainwheel moved forward and fitted a
tailwheel, recovering and refinishing the
aircraft. It looks a treat and it flies like a
dream, but we certainly weren’t heading
for the hills in this little wooden wonder.
Instead we chose to do a few chandelles
in the late afternoon sun. Magic!
As you would expect when you get
a bunch of women together, we managed to get up to some mischief in the
evening. Claire Rudolf ran a very memorable trivia night which allowed for creativity and humour to make up for knowledge gaps: Apparently Austria’s flag is
the same as Narnia’s (whose capital is
Lasham, obviously). Maybe you had to

Flying the longest wings (ASH25P)…

…and the shortest wings (Kookaburra VM) with David
Goldsmith

Elva Rush (left) and Louise O’Grady (centre) presenting the
AWPA’s ‘Most Meritorious Flight’ award to Ailsa McMillan (right)
Photo: Jutta Goldmann

Mary Neighbour, still flying at (almost) 80
Photo: Jutta Goldmann
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of course, flying and having fun. It was
the type of event that provided support
and encouragement no matter what level
of experience and personal goals – just
what I think is needed to get people into
gliding AND keep them interested. I don't
know of any other event on the gliding
calendar that offers this combination,
particularly for those less interested in
competition flying. Is THAT what made
it so different, or was it due to the group
being mostly women? Who knows,
and quite frankly, who cares. The more
important thing to me is that it keeps
happening, because I leaned heaps and
it was really, really fun!
Words from this year’s award winners:

This year’s WIG organiser Louise O’Grady was inspired to fly
as a little girl by Amy Johnson
Photos: Jutta Goldmann

be there for that one? I’m also pleased
to report that no one was injured in the
scavenger hunt, but it did leave a few
spiders homeless as ‘spider web’ was one
of the items which had teams scrambling
purposefully as we caught a glimpse of
how competitive the group could be (yikes!).
Gerry was king of the barbecue as we
celebrated Australia Day in true Aussie
style with a fabulous feast, watching the
sun go down, swatting mossies, waving
sparklers around and making new ‘mates’.
On the Thursday night, I had the
delight of sharing some highlights about
my fantastic adventure to the Gulf of
Carpentaria to catch the Morning Glory.
I was thrilled that my presentation inspired
a few people to think about experiencing
it for themselves. Go for it, I say!
The wind-up dinner was well attended
by WIG participants and supporters as
well as GCV members. The highlight was
a presentation by pioneering aviatrix
Elva Rush about Mardi Gething, one
of Australia's pioneering female glider
pilots. The evening also included handing
out the ‘Most Meritorious Flight Award’
and the ‘Most Improved Pilot Award’.
The Australian Women Pilots’
Association ‘Most Meritorious Flight
Award’, including a $500 scholarship, was
presented to Ailsa McMillan by Elva Rush.
Nice one Ailsa! I bet your ‘pool room’
will need an extension before long if you
keep that up!
The Michele Baptist Memorial
Award for ‘Most Improved Pilot’ was
presented by Michele’s partner Rod Harris
and WIG participant, Fran Ning. This
came with a $300 scholarship and was
awarded to Michelle Callaghan who kept
instructor Peter Martin busy for the week
getting closer to solo with each flight.
Congratulations Michelle!
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now sits proudly in RAAF Richmond club
rooms.
My goal now is to go solo and return
to Women In Gliding 2012 and start my
cross-country training. A big thank you
to everyone who helped make the week
a huge success: Louise O’Grady, Peter
Martin, Bernard Eckey, Greg Schmidt,
Graham Garlick, everyone at Gliding Club
of Victoria and a special thank to Rod
Harris for the award.
Pencil it in! The next WIG Week is
looking like it will be held at Benalla from
27 December 2011 to 1 January 2012.

Ursula Husy, Leonie Furze, Jutta Goldmann, Selena Boyle and Greg Schmidt
Michelle Callaghan accepting the ‘Michele Baptist
Memorial Award – Most Improved Pilot’

Best wishes went to Mary Neighbour
who is very close to realising her dream
of flying on her upcoming 80th birthday.
Good on you, Mary!
One could not help but be enthused
after hearing from such a fantastic group
of inspirational women.
So much goes into planning, preparing and running such events, it requires
the contribution of dozens of people,
including many ‘behind the scene’ people.
Thank you to all those who contributed
to make the event such a great one,
your efforts and contributions are much
appreciated! I'd also like to specifically
thank and congratulate Louise O'Grady
for taking the lead and organising such
a successful event. Nice one Lulu!
So back to my question: Was spending
a week with predominantly female pilots
different to spending a week with predominantly male pilots?
It certainly was different, without a
doubt. For me, the week was something
special that I had never experienced
before. We were a group of pilots with
varying levels of experience, each with
our own goals and aspirations. We came
from a wide range of different geographical locations, each with different meteorological conditions. We came from big
clubs and we came from small clubs.
We flew plastic, we flew metal and we
flew wood. We had access to experts in
every gliding related domain imaginable
– from meteorology, to technique, to
airsickness, to nutrition and hydration, to
instrumentation and more. For me, the
emphasis of the week was on learning,
sharing knowledge and experiences, and

Ailsa McMillan
Winner of the 2011 ‘AWPA Most
Meritorious Flight Award’
I came to the week wanting the chance
to take my club’s LS4 cross-country for
the first time, and I certainly managed
that! Left Benalla at 2:45 on the first day
and crawled back into Corowa four hours
and 220km later. The most exciting part
of the flight was at around five o’clock,
when I spent about half an hour over
Rand, 120km from Benalla! After getting
away(ish – 2500ft AGL) from there, I then
jumped from harvester to harvester to
make it back to Corowa, where Louise,
Tim and Greg had already landed.
Michelle Callaghan
Winner of the 2011 ‘Michele Baptist
Memorial Most Improved Pilot Award’
I am a member of the RAAF Richmond
Gliding Club NSW and began gliding in
April 2010. My 15-year-old son David has
been gliding with Air Force Cadets since
July 2009 and wanted to join a club to
continue his flying and ask me to take
him to RAAF Richmond I decided to take
a trial flight and was hooked.
When I arrived at Benalla I had only
had 12 flights. During the week I was able
to fly with instructor Peter Martin two to
three times a day working on my ground
roll, tow, circuit planning and landings.
By Friday and 15 flights later, my flying
had greatly improved. To be able to fly
consistently and with the same instructor
for a whole week was fantastic.
On our final night presentation
dinner, I was very proud to receive the
‘Michele Baptist Memorial Most Improved
Pilot Award’. I was presented with a
trophy as well as $300 to go towards
further training, Michele’s partner Rod
Harris presented the award. The trophy
April 2011
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2010 NSW State Gliding
Championships
Rescheduled: 26 March to 2 April 2011
Lake Keepit Soaring Club, NSW. All classes including
Club Class. For further information see [www.
keepitsoaring.com].

Dalby Big Air 2011
10 to 16 April 2011
Dalby Airport, QLD. It is on again! Conducted from
the luxurious Dalby Hang Gliding Club hangar.
Practice day Saturday 9 April, comp days Sunday
10th to Saturday 16th (seven-day comp). Entry
fee: $150, tow fees (including practice day) $200
– total $350. AA Rated, Category 2 Civil Rating.
What do you get? A free presentation dinner under
the stars and the legendary “Barfly” T-shirt; big
cu’s, big distances, “Big Air Time” and a permanent
smile on your dial; the opportunity to improve your
flying with terrific blokes in a fun environment.
It is important for you to register by 30 March, do
so via <daron@aclad.com.au>, all entrants will be
notified and updated with the pilots list prior to
the comp. Our website is presently down. Anyone
just turning up on the day without prior registering
by 30 March will tow at the end of the line all
week. You must be a member of the HGFA, hold
your aerotow endorsement and currency, ie, if you
have not towed in three months, please make
yourself known to the organisers, so we can assist
and assess. Contact: Comp Director, the lovely
Annie Crerar, email <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>,
assistant Daron ’Boof’ Hodder <daron@aclad.com.
au>, phone 0431 240610.

GQ Easter Competition 2011
16 to 23 April 2011
Hosted by the Caboolture Gliding Club at Dalby, this
traditional event caters for Sports and Club Class
entries in a friendly comp for pilots at all levels. Entry
fee is $250 until March 16, then $300 for late starters.
Details, including expressions of interest and entry
forms, at [www.glidingcaboolture.org.au/Easter11].

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

field games, paragaining, film/photo festival and
social events. We’ll be staying at and operating
from The Outdoor Inn (Camp Krusty). See [www.
skyhighparagliding.org.au/index.php?p=1_21].

Paragliding State of Origin
22 to 24 April 2011 (Easter)
Mt Borah, NSW. A great way to get into comp and
XC flying in a fun and safe way. The comp is based
on flying five pilot teams: one adv, two nov pilots
and two other pilots, so get your crew together.
Handicapping is used for scoring. C-grade (pending).
Reserve, UHF radio and at least three hours XC are
required. XC course recommended. Comp fee $20.
Register at Oz Comps. Contact: James Thompson
on 02 49468680 or <jamesflys@gmail.com>, [www.
hunterskysailors.org.au/soo] for info and pilot pack.

NZ vs Australia
PPG Championship

on.net/]. Good accommodation is available in
Gawler township and some camping is available
on the airfield. Catering and entertainment will be
provided! Contact Andrew Wright on 08 83034648,
0427 976779 or <andrew.wright@adelaide.edu.au>.

2011 Flatter than the Flatlands
22 to 26 April 2011 (Easter)
Birchip, VIC. Hang glider pilots are invited to the
19th Flatter than the Flatlands cross-country towing
competition. The event will be conducted over
the four-day Easter long weekend and Anzac Day.
Entry fee is $80 and includes map, daily prizes,
presentation BBQ, scoring, goal beers and lots of
fun. GPS and parachute required. Discount available
for teams with a first time pilot. Contact: Wesley Hill
on 0408 305943 or <wes.hill@yahoo.com.au>.

2011 Microlight Events:
Dam Busters Fly-in

22 to 25 April 2011 (Easter)

Queens B’day long weekend, June 2011

This comp alternates yearly between Australia and NZ.
Trophies: Best NZ and Best Australian Pilot. The winning country takes home the Anzac trophy. The
comp will also serve as the National Championships
for each country. Information: [www.ppgaustralia.
com/AussieVKiwi/Aust_V_NZ_PPG.htm]. Only members of the NZHGPA & HGFA/PICO may compete in
sanctioned events. Tasks: foot drag, cloverleaf, slow/
fast, take-off, power off landing, power on touch &
go landing, kite war, bomb drop, ball scoop & drop,
beam walk, efficiency, economy race. Contact: Brett
Coupland 0409 162616.

Pilot Registration: $50, incl. entry wrist band., Dam
Busters cap and stubbie cooler. Your wrist band
must be worn on launch. No wrist band, no flying!
If you want a T-shirt or additional caps/coolers,
please order via [http://www.ppgaustralia.com/
Dam%20Busters/Dambusters_2011_Rego.htm].
Accommodation costs are not included.

Gawler Easter Regatta
– A Fun Flying Regatta

Milbrulong Fly-in
15 to 18 September 2011

Mt Beauty Gathering of the Moths
18 to 20 November 2011

22 April to 26 April 2011 (Easter –
five days – Anzac Day inclusive)

O verseas

Adelaide Soaring Club, Gawler Airfield. Club and
airfield information at [www.adelaidesoaring.

International events can be
found at [http://events.fai.org/].

Skyhigh Easter Fly-in
22 to 26 April 2011
Bright, VIC. Skyhigh’s annual Easter fly-in – extra
long weekend this year! Team flying, landing
April 2011
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Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570,
02 46558882, 0417 705997 (emergency).
Southern Tablelands Gliding Club
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan NSW 2620,
02 62973504.
South West Slope Soaring P/L
181 Fishers La, Bendick Murrell NSW 2803,
0488 531216.
Sydney Gliding Incorporated
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570, 0412 145144.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666, 02 69772733.

G FA

Australian Gliding Museum
2 Bicton St, Mt Waverley VIC 3149,
03 98021098.
Gliding Queensland
C/- Treasurer, 67 Glenora St, Wynnum QLD
4178, 07 38348311, 0417 762621.
NSW Gliding Association
The Secretary, 44 Yanko Ave, Wentworth
Falls NSW 2782, 02 68892733, 02
68891250, Trs: 0407 459581.
South Australian Gliding Association
PO Box 65, Millicent SA 5280, 08 8733421,
0427 977218.
Victorian Soaring Association
4/139 Roberts St, Essendon VIC 3040,
03 83835340, 03 93355364.
Vintage Gliders Australia
22 Eyre St, Balwyn VIC 3103, 03 98175362.
WA Gliding Association Inc.
59 Wellington Pde, Yokine WA 6060,
08 93282511, 08 94449505.
NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA)
327 (Gliding) Flight, Australia
C/- R Sheehan, 176 Macquarie Grove Rd, Camden
NSW 2570, 0427 977127, 02 46553171.
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795,
02 63371180 (weekend), 0427 470001.
Byron Gliding Club Incorporated
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481,
02 66847627.
Canberra Gliding Club
GPO Box 1130, Canberra ACT 2601,
02 64523994, 0428 523994.
Central Coast Soaring Club
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250,
02 43639111, 02 43844074, 0412 844074.
Cudgegong Soaring Pty Ltd
C/- Matthews Folbigg, Level 7, 10-4 Smith
St, Parramatta NSW 2150, 02 96357966,
02 96357966.
Grafton Gliding Club
16 Fuller St, Mullaway NSW 2456,
02 66541638, 0403 088551.
Hunter Valley Gliding Club Co-op Ltd
PO Box 794, Singleton NSW 2330.
Lake Keepit Soaring Club
234 Keepit Dam Rd, Lake Keepit NSW 2340,
02 67697514.
Leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705, 02 69533825.
Narromine Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68892733, 0418 270182.
Orana Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68897373, 0418 270182.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base, Richmond NSW 2755,
02 45873214.
RAAF Williamtown Gliding Club
C/O Mr G R Lee, 10 Federation Dr, Medowie
NSW 2318, 02 49829334.
Scout Association NSW Gliding
C/- Bob G Balfour, 80 Malvern St, Panania
NSW 2213, 02 96951100.
Soar Narromine Pty Ltd
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821,
02 68891856, 0419 992396.

Gliding Queensland
2 Wing AAFC School of Aviation Inc.
201 Squadron Air Force Cadets, PO Box 647
Archerfield QLD 4108, 07 38791980, 0415
150965.
Barambah District Gliding Club
2 Yellow Gully Rd, Wolvi QLD 4570,
07 54867247, 0412 719797.
Boonah Gliding Club Incorporated
164 Depot Rd, Boonah QLD 4310,
07 54632630, 0408 016164.
Bundaberg Gliding Incorporated
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670,
07 41579558, 0417 071157.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510,
0418 713903.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700,
07 49331178.
Darling Downs Soaring Club
Level 1, 1 Swann Rd, Taringa QLD 4068,
07 46637140, 0409 507847.
Gympie Gliding Club
PO Box 722, Cooroy QLD 4563, 07 54835380.
Kingaroy Soaring Club
PO Box 91, Kingaroy QLD 4610, 07 41622191,
0438 179163.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, 07 49973265,
0428 360144.
North Queensland Soaring Centre
PO Box 3835, Hermit Park QLD 4812.
Pacific Soaring
PO Box 259, Caboolture QLD 4510,
07 54994997, 07 54994805.
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring
PO Box 144, Warwick QLD 4370, 07 38348311.
SA Gliding Association (SAGA)
Adelaide Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, 08 85221877.
Adelaide Uni Gliding Club Incorporated
Adelaide Uni Sports Assoc, The University of
Adelaide SA 5005, 08 88262203, 0412 870963.
Air Cadet Gliding Club
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108,
08 83805137, 0429 805137.
Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 0871,
08 89526384, 0417 530345.
Australian Junior Gliding Club
67A Balfour St, Nailsworth SA 5083,
0417 421650.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461, 08 88645062.

G F A M embership F ees 2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 1
Membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Normal
$225
$230
$232
$230
$230

Family
$183
$188
$190
$188
$188

Student membership:
NSW
Victoria
South Australia
Queensland
Western Australia

Full
$136
$141
$143
$141
$141

Family
$94
$99
$101
$99
$99

44 Soaring Australia

Short-term membership: 1 Month* 3 Month*
Queensland/Victoria
$62
$79
New South Wales
$67
$84
South Australia
$74
$91
Western Australia
$72
$89
*Note: Once only purchase to Australian residents,
thereafter 12 months membership to be purchased.
International postage for Soaring Australia
to be added to membership fees:
Zone
1
2
3
4
5

Country
New Zealand
Singapore
Japan, Hong Kong, India
USA, Canada, Middle East
UK, Europe, South
America, South Africa

Price
$51
$51
$51
$74
$74

Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro SA 5356,
08 85640240, 0488 841373.
Bordertown Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268,
08 87521321, 0409 693027.
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280,
08 87333421, 0427 977218.
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1509, Victor Harbor SA 5211,
08 85543543, 0409 677677.
Northern Australian Gliding Club
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 0821,
08 89412512.
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341,
08 85951422, 0417 890215.
Scout Gliding Club
22 Burford Crescent, Redwood Park SA
5097, 08 82895085, 0418 815618.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 85412644.
Whyalla Gliding Club
PO Box 556, Whyalla SA 5600,
08 86452619, 0413 127825.
Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689.
Beaufort Gliding Club
41 Ruby St, Essendon VIC 3040,
0431 702175.
Bendigo Gliding Club
PO Box 846, Bendigo VIC 3550, 03 54423459.
Bothwell Gliding Club
PO Box 288, Sandy Bay TAS 7005, 03 62267615.
Corangamite Soaring Club
Kurweeton, Kurweeton Rd, Derrinallum
VIC 3325, 03 55939277.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340,
03 93385925, 0409 212527.
Gliding Club Of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3671, 03 57621058,
0429 950580.
Grampians Soaring Club
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 03 53525710,
0417 514438.
Horsham Flying Club
PO Box 158, Horsham VIC 3402, 03 53823491,
0427 315845.
Latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840,
03 51221081, 0407 839238.
Mangalore Gliding Club
PO Box 208 Nagambie VIC 3608,
03 57985512, 0428 635717.
Melbourne Motor Gliding Club
PO Box 278, Dingley Village VIC 3172,
0418 511557.
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
Box 486, Mt Beauty VIC 3699,
02 60591417, 0402 075131.
Murray Valley Soaring Club Ltd
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646, 02 60335036,
0400 244578.
Soaring Club Of Tasmania
34 Clinton Rd, Geilston Bay TAS 7015,
03 62437508.
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953, 0437 454986.
Southern Riverina Gliding Club
PO Box 32, Tocumwal, NSW 2714,
03 58743052, 03 58742914.
SportAviation Pty Ltd
Gate 10, Babingtons Rd, Tocumwal Airport,
Tocumwal NSW 2714, 03 58742734,
0427 534122.
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500,
03 50257335, 0448 293927.
Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah VIC 3594, 03 50376688.
Tumbarumba Gliding Club
C/- Judds Engineering P/L, PO Box 5283,
Wagga NSW 2650, 02 69251642, 0428 251642.
VMFG
GPO Box 1096, Melbourne VIC 3001,
0402 281928 or 03 98486473 (h).

Wagga Wagga Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 613, Wagga Marketplace, Wagga
Wagga NSW 2650, 0427 205624.
WA Gliding Association (WAGA)
716 Flight Australia Air Force Cadets
7 Wing HQ, RAAF Base Pearce Bullsbrook
WA 6084, 08 95717800.
Beverley Soaring Society
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304,
08 94595719, 0437 377744.
Gliding Club of Western Australia
PO Box 6231, East Perth WA 6892,
08 92212164, 0417 992806 (weekends).
Morawa Gliding Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, 08 99723022.
Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312,
08 98811795 (weekends), 0407 088314.
Stirlings Gliding Club
C/- Peter Hardy-Atkins, 8 Parker St, Lockyer,
Albany WA 6330, 08 98428816, 0408 842616.

H G FA

All correspondence, including changes
of address, membership renewals, short
term memberships, rating forms and
other administrative matters should
be sent to:
HGFA National Office
4a-60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, ph: 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177,
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].
HGFA Operations Manager
John Olliff 0417 644633 <operations
manager@hgfa.asn.au>.
Information about site ratings, sites and
other local matters, contact the appropriate
State associations, region or club.
Board Members 2008 to 2010
Pres: Alex Jones 08 97344531 <President
@hgfa.asn.au>, 34 McAvoy Rd, Allanson
WA 6225.
V-Pres: Rob Woodward 0408 808436
<Vice.President@hgfa.asn.au>, 38 Addison
Rd, Black Forest SA 5035.
Sec: Martin Halford 0434 427500
<Secretary@hgfa.asn.au>.
Board Members:
Chris Drake 0466 005967 <chris.drake@
hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box 988, Noosa QLD 4567.
Benn Kovco
Greg Lowry
Lee Patterson
Brian Webb
States, Regions
& Special Interest Groups
ACTHPA
LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT 0200;
[www.acthpa.org]. Pres: Matthew Smith
<matt.taet@gmail.com> 0402 905554;
V-Pres: Nic Welbourn <nic@corinbank.
com> 0422 783763; Trs: Kristina Smith
<kdsmith71@gmail.com> 0407 905554;
Sec: Nic Siefken <Nicolas.Siefken@ausport.
gov.au> 0418 421683; Committee: Miguel
Cruz <pyro_gest@hotmail.com> 0432
987819, Andrew Luton <andrewluton@
hotmail.com> 0404 254922; Public Officer:
Barry Oliver <Barry.Oliver@anu.edu.au>
0407 825819; Meetings: 1st Thu/month
7.30pm Yamba Sports Club.
Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936
<hgawa@hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South
<ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres:
Alex Jones <aa.jones@bigpond.net.au>;
Trs: Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>;
Sec: Mirek Generowicz <mgenerow@
optusnet.com.au>; Trs: Colin Brown 0407
700378, <cobrown@bigpond.com>.
NSW HG and PG Association
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261,
[www.nswhpa.org]. Pres: Bruce Wynne
0417 467695, <president@nswhpa.org>;
V-Pres: Brett Coupland <Vice-President@
nswhpa.org>; Sec: Ray Firth <Secretary@
nswhpa.org>; Trs: Graeme Cran 0414
668424, <treasurer@nswhpa.org>;
Committee: <executive@nswhpa.org>
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Nir Eshed, Tony Sandeberg, Andrew Polidano,
Tony Dennis and Curt Warren.
North Queensland HG Association
PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob Hayes
0438 710882 <flying@cairnshangglidingclub.
org>; V-Pres: Daniel Keech 0427 888893
<dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs: Tracey Hayes,
PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881, 0418 963796
<info@azurephotography.com>; PG rep: Brett
Collier 0431 151150.
Queensland HG Association
Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra
QLD 4275 07 38448566.
South Australian HG/PG/ML Association
SAHGA Inc, c/O PO Box 6260, Hallifax St,
Adelaide SA. All email: <sahga.exec@gmail.
com>. Pres: Stuart McClure 0428 100796;
Sec/Trs: Rob Woodward 0408 808436.
Tasmanian HG & PG Association
[www.thpa.org.au]. Pres: Stephen Clark 0419
997550, <stephenmclark@iprimus.com.au>;
V-Pres: Pete Steane 0407 887310, <psteane@
vtown.com.au>; Sec/Trs: Simon Allen 0438
086322, <simon.allen@csiro.au>. Northern
TAS info: Richard Long (Burnie PG pilot), 0438
593998, <northern@thpa.net>.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au]. Pres: Phil Campbell 0438 428569
<campbell.p@giant.net.au>; Sec: Nick Abicare
0418 104506 <nick.abicare@gm.com>; Trs:
Stephen Leake 0409 553401 <sleak75@gmail.
com>; SO: Kevin Grosser 0419 022225 <lite
speedrs4@gmail.com>; Sites: Mark Pike 0408
801356 <mark.pike@baesystems.com>; Committee: Hugh Alexander 0417 355578 <hugh
bert.skypig@hotmail.com>, Jan Bennewitz
0423 139923 <Jan.Bennewitz@gmail.com>,
Tony Hughes 0417 379847 <thughes@gordon
tafe.edu.au>, Anthony Meechan 0407 163796
<meeks65@yahoo.com.au>.
The Pico Club (National Paramotor Club)
Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616; V-Pres:
Rob Van Riswick 0428 290462; Sec: Grant
Cassar 0416 269894 <grantcassar@iinet.net.
au>, 59 Empress Terrace Bardon QLD 4065;
Trs: Chris Drake 0414 505452.
NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[www.bmhgc.org.au]. Pres: Kacper Jankowski
<KJankowski@ccia.unsw.edu.au>; V-Pres:
Gregor Forbes 0421 376680 <forbesy@virgin
broadband.com.au>; Sec: Alexander Drew 0423
696677 <revant01@yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Allan
Bush (HG SSO) <bethandallan@bigpond.com>,
0407 814524; Comps: Mark Stewart (PG SO)
<artik_mark@yahoo.com.au>, 0421 596345,
Comp: 2nd and last Sunday of each month.
Meetings: Contact committee.
Central Coast Sky Surfers
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: Frank Warwick
0409 468337 <president@centralcoastskysur
fers.com>; V-Pres: Hayden Leeke 0412 230515
<vice-president@centralcoastskysurfers.com>;
Sec: Greg Holbut 0447 760205 <secretary@
centralcoastskysurfers.com>; Trs: Richard Waterfield 0414 652323 <treasurer@centralcoastsky
surfers.com>, SSOs: Javier Alvarez 0418 116681,
Paul Cox 0417 355897. Meetings: 1st Thu/month,
7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746,
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.
Hunter Skysailors Paragliding Club
Pres: Bob Lane 0422 744285, <boblane.55@
hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Brent Leggett 0408
826455, <brent@flashme.co.au>; Sec: Albert
Hart 0421 647013, <albert.hart@bigpond.
com>. Meetings: Last Tue/month, 7pm,
Hexham Bowling Club.
Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1@
bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.
Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
Porter 0415 920444 <Michael.Porter@ap.jll.
com>; V-Pres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491150
<James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.
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Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02
67856545, <skygodfrey@aol.com>, V-Pres:
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.com>,
Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmail.com>, SSO
(HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484 <patrick.
lenders@gmail.com>, SSO (WM): Willi Ewig
02 67697771 <skyranch@gmx.net>.
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597; SSO: Lee
Scott 0429 844961.
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; [www.
nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dawson Brown 0429
675475 <dawson@bmhgc.org.au>; V-Pres:
Gary Herman 0401 772289 <garyherman@
aapt.net.au>; Sec: Don Bremner 0421
346997, <dmbremner@optusnet.com>; Trs:
Allan McMillan 0400 637070 <adm@idl.
com.au>; SOs: Coastal – Tony Barton 0412
607815, Inland – Scott Barrett 0425 847208,
John O’Donohue 02 49549084, PG – James
Thompson 02 49468680; Newsletter: David
Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@nhgc.asn.au>.
Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm South
Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net]. Pres: Jan Smith 0438 876926
<jansmith.cloudnine@gmail.com>; V-Pres:
Brian Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@
optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Marco Veronesi 0405
151515 <lucky_mpv@yahoo.com.au>; Trs:
Paul Gray 0407 738658 <mystralmagic@
gmail.com.au>; PR: Cedar Anderson 0429
070380 <cedaranderson@gmail.com>; Sites:
Peter Wagner 0431 120942, Col Rushton
0428 751379 <colin.rushton@bigpond.
com>; SSO (PG): Lindsay Wooten 0427 210993
<lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>; SSO (HG):
Andrew Polidano 0428 666843 <andrew@
poliglide.com>. Meetings: 2nd Wed/month,
7pm, Byron Services Club.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres/
Trs: Peter Ffrench 0403 076149 <president@
flystanwell.com> <treasurer@flystanwell.
com>; Sec: Johnathon Kinred 0457 299893
<secretary@flystanwell.com>; Committee: Fred
Smeaton 0402 808031 <skypilot105@gmail.
com>; SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083, <SSO
@flystanwell.com>.
Sydney Hang Gliding Club
www [www.flysydney.org], <sydneyhangglid
ingclub@y7mail.com>, 0417 467695. Pres:
Dean Tooker <capebanks@unwired.com.au>;
V-Pres: Martin Wielecki <lastradaphoto@
hotmail.com>; Trs: John Selby 02 93447932
<johnselby@idx.com.au>; Sec: Bruce Wynne
0417 467695 <bwynne@bigpond.net.au>
or <sydneyhangglidingclub@y7mail.com>;
Dev/Train: Owen Wormald 02 94667963
<owen_wormald@nab.com.au>; SO: Bill
Moyes <bill@moyes.com.au>, Doug Sole, Ken
Stothard; Web: Glen Kimpton; Comps: Vicki
Cain; Training: Shannon Black. Meetings: 3rd
Wed/month, 7:30pm Botany RSL, Botany.
Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.fly
sydney.org]. Pres: Peter Rundle <sf27mz@gmail.
com>; V-Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616,
<nbf@whirlwind.com.au>; Sec: Kirsten Seeto
0405 887857 <k_seeto@hotmail.com>; Trs:
Graeme Cran <crannie@ccparagliding.com.au>;
Social: Shanta Wallace 0416 938227 <shanta
@noworries-hg.com>; Committee: Sandy
Thomson <sandythomson1@bigpond.com>,
Jeff Woodhall <jeff@erratic-demon.co.uk>.
SO: 0488 488856. Meeting: Harbord Bowling
Club, Bennett St, Freshwater (Harbord),
7:30pm 1st Tue/month (except January).
NORTHERN TERRITORY
Alice Springs HG and PG Club
Pres: Ricky Jones 0406 098354, <redcentre
paragliding@yahoo.com>, contact for paramotoring, PG ridge soaring and thermal flying.
QUEENSLAND
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254,
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 6468, Cairns QLD 4870, [www.cairns
hangglidingclub.org] <flying@cairnshangglid

ALL CLUBS PLEASE CHECK DETAILS IN THIS SECTION CAREFULLY
Could all Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details of their Executive
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attention is directed to the listing of
SSOs and SOs for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior SOs and SOs confirm
ALL SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that
those holding these appointments have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive
notices and correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to be
endorsed by Clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if confirmation
is not received, those listed in the Database where no current forms or confirmation is held,
the appointment will be taken as having expired.
General Manager, HGFA
ingclub.org>. Pres: Bob Hayes 0438 710882
<rohayes@optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres/SO: Brett
Collier 0431 151150 <brettcollier@bigpond.com>;
Sec: Tracey Hayes 0418 963796; Trs: Daniel
Keech 0427 888893; Committee: Brod Osborne,
Joe Reese, Uwe Peter.
Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Phil McIntyre <president@chgc.
asn.au>; V-Pres: Lee Patterson <vicepresident@
chgc.asn.au>; Sec: Mark Kropp <secretary@
chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Brandon O’Donnell <treasurer
@chgc.asn.au>; Ed: Cameron McNeill 0419
706326; Gen-Exec: Greg Hollands <gem@chgc.
asn.au>; SSO PG:Phil Hystek 07 55434000 (h),
0418 155317 <sso@chgc.asn.au>; SSO HG: Lee
Patterson 0417 025732 <sso@chgc.asn.au>.
Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec:
James Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.
edu.au>; Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699,
<jaw12@bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall
0427 177237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.
telstra.com>; SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187,
07 49387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry
07 49922865, <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.
Conondale Cross-Country Club
[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Denis Davis
0428 130375; V-Pres: Paul Underwood 0407 177
793; Sec: Andrew Dobinson <andrewdobinson
@gmail.com>; Trs: Steve Stocker 0411 226733.
Dalby Hang Gliding Club
17 Mizzen St, Manly West QLD 4179. Pres:
Daron ’Boof’ Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@
aclad.com.au>; Sec/Trs: Annie Crerar 0418
711821, <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; SSO:
Jason ’Yoda’ Reid 0424 293922, <jasonr@
gleda.com.au>.
Fly Killarney Inc.
Pres/SSO: Lindsay Wootten 0427 210993,
<lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>; V-Pres:
Alistair Gibb 0414 577232, <11thhour@iinet.
net.au>; Sec/Trs: Sonya Fardell 0415 156256,
<s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 07 5455 4661; V-Pres
& SSO (HG): David Cookman 0427 498753;
V-Pres (PG): Tex Beck 0407 238017; Trs:
Gary Allen 0417 756878; Sec: Janine Krauchi
<jkrauchi@rainbowshores.com.au>; (HG):
David Cookman 0427 498573, 07 54498573;
SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille 0418 754157,
07 54863048.
Wicked Wings Club
Pres: Peter Schwenderling 0427 461347
<swendo1@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Craig Dunn
<craigrdunn@y7mail.com>, Sec: Sonya Fardell
0415 156256, <s.fardell@uq.edu.au> Sonya
Fardell, 260 Postman’s Ridge Rd, Helidon Spa
QLD 4344.
Whitsundays HG Club
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.
Tasmania (see States & Regions)
VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Dale Appleton 0408 382635; SSO: Rob van der Klooster
0408 335559. Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue
see [www.dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.melbourne.vhpa.org.au]. Pres: Gabriel
Toniolo 0407 544511, <gabriel.toniolo@
hotmail.com>; Sec: Scott Rawlings 0409
675408, <scottrawlings@ymail.com >; Trs:
Noel Bear 0425 801813, <treasurer@mhgc.
asn.au>; SSO: Peter Holloway 0408 526805,
<info@freedomairsports.com.au>, Committee:
Glen Bachelor & Peter Cass. Meetings: 3rd
Wed/month, Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Road,
Hawthorn East VIC 3123.
North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club
Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo
252@hotmail.com>; Sec: Bill Oates 0466 440
049 <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs/M/ship:

Greg Javis 0407 047797; Committee: Barb
Scott 0408 844224, Bill Brooks 0409 411791;
SSO: Karl Texler 0428 385144; Meetings:
[www.nevhgc.net/].
Sky High Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]; Pres: Steve Leak
<pres@skyhighparagliding.org.au>, 0409 553
401; V-Pres: Alister Johnson 0418 323692 <vp@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Trs: Phil Lyng 0421
135894 <tres@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Sec:
Frank Adler 0408 264615 <sec@skyhighparaglid
ing.org.au>; M’ship: Loz Pozzani 0421 389839
<mem@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Nov Rep:
Mike Armstrong 0412 329442 <nov@skyhigh
paragliding.org.au>; Web: Frank Adler 0408 264
615 <wm@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Safety:
Hamish Barker 0437 137893 <safety@skyhigh
paragliding.org.au>; Committee: Dave Frecheville. Meetings: 1st Wed/month 8pm Retreat
Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
Southern Microlight Club
[http://home.vicnet.net.au/~stclub/]. Pres:
Mark Howard 0419 855850 <mark.howard@
auspost.com.au>; V-Pres: Ken Jelleff <kenj@
jelfor.com.au>; Sec/Ed: Kelvin Glare 0421
060706 <kalkat@optusnet.com.au>; Trs: Dean
Marriott <dean@ultimate.net.au>. Meetings:
2nd Tue/month 8pm Manning-ham Club, 1
Thompsons Rd, Bulleen.
Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.
wvhgc.org]. Pres: Anthony Meechan 0407
163796, <meeks65@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres:
Greg Beglehole 0419 889153, <greg@
heatingandcooling.com.au>; Sec: Zhenshi
Van Der Klooster <zhenshi@thecourier.com.
au>; Trs: Richard Carstairs 0409 066860,
<rcarstairs@optushome.com.au>; SSO:
Rohan Holtkamp 0408 678734 <rohan@
dynamicflight.com.au>. Meetings: Last Sat/
month, The Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany HG & PG Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556; Sec: John
Middleweek 08 98412096, fax: 08 98412096.
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 6051.
Pres: Colin Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@
bigpond.com>; V-Pres: Eric Metrot 0407
003059<tromes@bigpond.com>; Trs: Colin
Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.
com>; Committee: Shelly Heinrich 0428
935462 <shellheinrich@hotmail.com>, Rod
Merigan 0439 967971 <rmerigan@q-net.net.
au>, Clive Salvidge 0402 240038 <clive@iinet.
net.au>, Julien Menager 0423 829346 <Julien.
me@gmail.com>; SOs: John Carman, Nigel
Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild. Meetings: Last
Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne Park Bowling
Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.
Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Kalgoorlie:
Pres: Toby Houldsworth <drogue@bigpond.
com>, 0428 739956; Trs/SSO: Murray Wood
<muzel71@bigpond.net.au>, 08 90215771;
Sec/SO: Richard Breyley <richard.breyley@
matsa.com.au>, 0417 986896. Perth: SSO:
Mark Stokoe <Mark.Stokoe@health.wa.gov.
au>, 0414 932461.
Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillflyers@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary Bennet
0412 611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls 0417
690386, Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, Dave
Longman 08 93859469. Meetings held on site
during club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.
Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: Keith
Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey 0428
504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 949004.
Western Soarers
PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason Kath
<jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril Eliopulos
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs: Greg Lowry
<g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs: Shaun Wallace,
Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull, Rick Williams,
Michael Duffy. Meetings: See [http://au.groups.
yahoo.com/group/western_soarers/].
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G FA
NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTISERS
All advertisements and payment can be sent to:
The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising
Level 1/34 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062.
Ph: 03 9303 7805, Fax: 03 9303 7960
Email: <Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au>
Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution
(300dpi at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats.
Photographs may be provided in either photo print
or slides. Low resolution digitals are not suitable.
Photographs, slides or disks may be returned. Please
include a self-addressed and stamped envelope
for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or
credit card). Don’t forget Classifieds deadline is the
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence.
For current advertising fees, go to [www.gfa.org.au].

Single-seater Sailplanes
ASW 17 VH-YKL. Complete enclosed trailer &
instruments now in Australia, $35000. Ph: Brad
Edwards 0427 202535 or 02 67711733.
Cirrus 75 VH-GQT, 2550 hrs, 1220 landings, wing
tip extensions, new canopy, good trailer, Form 2
completed Aug, $19000. Ph: Tony 07 46614090.
Discus BT Owner retired, 55 hrs TT. Solo sustainer
motor 8.5 hrs. Form 2, full panel, Borgelt B100
system, coupled GPS, Joey Slimpack parachute, tail
dolly, wing-walking gear, tinted canopy with cover,
new batteries, Dittel boom mic, Winter barograph,
new oxygen equipment, Martin trailer, $90000. Ph:
John Hilton-Wood 03 97871326, fax 03 97871308.
Discus 2b in top condition, two pack, PU paint
finish, winglets & straight tips, MH oxygen, limit
switches added on U/C & airbrake, large screen
Altair nav running XCSoar, Flarm, Vega & B40 varios,
voice warning software, Garmin GPS & Cambridge
20 logger back-up, Dittel FSG70 radio with boom
mic, National parachute, three new 9Ah batteries,
Cobra Al trailer with hydraulic jack, 15 min unrig.
The Discus 2 is the top Standard class glider in
international comps & lovely to fly, 1500 hrs
$108000. Ph: 0429 429539.
Hornet GEY with winglets, basic instruments, B20,
720ch radio & U/C warning. Trailer & tow-out gear
incl. This aircraft has been professionally refinished
& will be sold with a fresh Form 2 incl. the 6000-hr
inspection. $20000 ono. Ph: Bruce 0407 795412.
Jantar Std 2 VH-IZT 1850 hrs, 1100 landings. Good
clean condition. Microair radio, Borgelt instrumentation, canopy hinge. Well thought-out trailer & all
tow-out gear. Competitive Standard class performance, price negotiable. Ph: Paul 0404 851876.
Kestrel 17 VH-GXC in excellent order, 42:1 glide
ratio, 3600 hrs, complete with enclosed dual axle
weather proof trailer, wing & canopy covers, parachute, tinted canopy, tow-out gear, Cambridge datalogger, S-Nav glide computer, current Form 2 (Nov
2011). Delight to fly, no vices, will go the distance.
More details: [www.brookmanonline.com]. $22000
ono. Ph: 08 87565019 or <brookman@activ8.net.au>.
LS8-18/15 plus aluminium Cobra XL, price
REDUCED to $110K, glider & trailer bare or fully
equipped depending on buyers reqts. Ph: Miles GoreBrown 07 55789904 or <mbgsia@pacific.net.sg>.
Mosquito GZO 2142 hrs 676 flights, excellent
condition, PU finish, winglets, Cambridge M-Nav
& GPS-Nav, MH oxy, Flarm, tow-out gear, trailer
designed for one-man rig, currently hangared at
DDSC, will be sold with fresh Form 2, $36000. Ph:
Andrew 0457 747498.
Nimbus 2 Immaculate condition, PU paint. All
control surfaces sealed, mylared & turbulator tapes
fitted. Masak winglets, larger factory rudder, double
bladed airbrakes, wing root & flap fillets. Tinted
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canopy & in-flight adjustable seat back. L-NAV ver
5.8, with G-meter & temp probe. GPS-NAV ver 6
connected to HP4700 hi-res PDA, installed with
WinPilot ver 12. Oxygen & Mode C transponder. C/w
near new National Flat parachute, GPS equipped
Accusat PLB, 2x aluminium wing stands & electric
rig cradle for inner panels. Good well-equipped
trailer. Maintained to the highest standards by NZ
Schempp-Hirth agents Sailplane Services. Genuine
50:1 performance. Glider is currently registered
& based in New Zealand. NZD$50000. Photos at
[www.flickr.com/photos/59155317@N07/]. Contact:
Neil <hewstan@slingshot.co.nz>.
Nimbus 2 VH-GEL, T-hangar available at Bathurst
if req. (neg). Ph: Chris 0437 050604 or Serge 0414
958923, <serge@bs2.com.au>.
Pik 20B VH-GVF Good condition, winglets, fibreglass factory trailer, oxy, many Pik spares, recently
completed Form 2 & ready for the soaring season
with all tow-out gear. $19800, incl. integrated L-Nav!
This aircraft has coordinated flaps & ailerons for
minimal drag in flight & maximum drag for those
tricky short field landings. T-hangar available at
Bathurst if required (neg). Ph: Geoff 02 48614284,
<gsweeney@tpg.com.au> or Andrew 0419 479392.
Std Cirrus GOX Excellent condition. New Jelcoat,
winglets, Flarm, Microair radio, tow-out gear, VG
enclosed trailer, $20000 ono. Ph: 03 97437605 or
<aekreti@bigpond.net.au>.
Std Cirrus 75 VH-ZKH Located at YBLA. Excellent
condition. Flarm, Nav, Becker radio, tow-out gear,
enclosed trailer, $19000 ono. Ph: 0424 724313.
Ventus 2cx 18m NNA, sell aircraft incl. trailer,
available for inspection at Warwick Airfield, Qld. Very
low hrs, asking price $139500. Ph: 0438 371145
or <owenrm@bigpond.net.au> to discuss further.

Self-Launching/Motor Gliders
Dimona H36 VH-GOE is offered for sale due to
club fleet restructure. Form 2 to Feb 2012. Low hrs
motor & prop, $59000. Enquiries to: <brookman@
activ8.net.au>, 08 87565019; B-KGC, Box 377,
Bordertown 5268.
Dimona H37 Mark 2 Owner retired, 247 hrs
TT. Limbach L2000 motor 212 hrs, fresh Form 2,
all mods done, Borgelt system B20-21-4, artificial
horizon. Dittel radio, headsets, new battery, Winter
barograph. Nothing to spend, excellent condition
modified propeller system, 0 hrs, $90000 Ph: John
Hilton-Wood 03 97871326, fax 03 97871308.
Touring Motor Glider G109A Great condition
& low hrs, 1800 hrs TT, only 160 hrs on new engine
& prop fitted 2007 by Grob in Germany. A/H, D/I,
transponder & GPS100. $75000. Glide 30:1 plus
85kt TAS at 15l/hr. Ph: 0457 811627 or <ken.
flower747@gmail.com>, NSW.
SF25 B Scheibe Jabiru 2200 Motor Falke
VH-HNO, TT 2275 hrs, engine 215 before top
overhaul, 32-litre tank plus 10-litre long range tank.
Basic instruments, Microair radio, new tyres, spare
prop, etc. 187kg cockpit load. $38000. Ph: 03 9551
0965 or <info@melbourneglidingadventures.com.au>.

Silent TARGA Fuel Inject

[www.alisport.com]
Highly optioned new demo unit, < six launches &
test hours for CofA only. 1 man self-rig package
(20 min), steerable tail wheel, super COBRA trailer.
Pure fun & independence. Price negotiable.
Ph: Greg 0400 114747 or <gregdoyle1@me.com>.

Ventus CT In excellent condition with Cobra trailer,
Cambridge L-Nav, good radio, etc. Outstanding performance for price. AUD$98000 FOB Auckland. Ph:
Allan Cameron +64 9 2948117, <camerons@iconz.
co.nz> or Julian Elder <Julian@elder.net.nz>.

General
Hangar 1/4 share, Temora, $42000. Ph: Geoff
Nicholls 02 69221665.

T-Hangar

For glider up to 17m, three years old,
whirli-gig vent, 12v solar panel, spring
loaded doors. Porepunkah airstrip, Vic.
Can dismantle for relocation, $8000. Ph:
03 57501153 or <roddo.harris@gmail.com>.

Gliding Publications

Airborne Magazine: Covering all facets of
Australian & New Zealand modelling. The best value
modelling magazine. Now $60pa for six issues.
Plans & other special books available. PO Box 30,
Tullamarine, VIC 3043.
Free Flight: Quarterly journal of the Soaring Asso
ciation of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian
soaring scene & relevant international news &
articles. $US26 for one year, $47 for two years, $65
for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa,
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.
Gliding International: The new international
gliding magazine edited by John Roake. Specialising
in being first with news from every corner of the
soaring globe. A$60 p.a. Personal cheques or credit
cards accepted. Contact: Gliding International,
79 Fifth Avenue, Tauranga, New Zealand. Email:
<office@glidinginternational.com>.
Sailplane & Gliding: The only authoritative
British magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4
pages of fascinating material & pictures with colour.
Available from the British Gliding Association,
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, England.
Annual subscription for six copies £17.50.
Sailplane Builder: Monthly magazine of the Sail
plane Homebuilders Association. $US29 (airmail
$US46) to SHA, c/o Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith
Road, Chatsworth, CA 91311 USA.
Soaring: Official monthly journal of the Soaring
Society of America Inc. PO Box 2100, Hobbs,nm
88241 USA. Foreign subscription rates (annually):
$US43 surface delivery; $US68 premium delivery.
Technical Soaring/OSTIV: Quarterly publicationof
SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers. c/o
T U Delft, Fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg 1,
NL-2629 HS DELFT, The Netherlands.
Vintage Times: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders
Australia, edited by David & Jenne Goldsmith, PO Box
577, Gisborne VIC 3437, Membership $20 pa.

H G FA
All aircraft should be suitable for the intend
ed use; this includes the skill level required
for the specific aircraft being reflective of
the pilot’s actual rating & experience. All
members must adhere to the maintenance
requirements as contained in Section 9 of
the Operations Manual & as provided by
manufacturers. Secondhand equipment
should always be inspected by an indepen
dent person, an Instructor wherever possible.
Advice should be sought as to the condition,
airworthiness & suitability of the aircraft.
It should include examination of mainte
nance logs for the aircraft. It is unethical
& a legally volatile situation for individuals
to provide aircraft which are unsuitable
for the skill level of the pilot, or aircraft
that are unairworthy in any way.
April 2011

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members
up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified
per person per issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office
for membership verification/payment by email
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93362177 or post:
4a/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042.
The deadline is 25th of the month, for publication
five weeks hence. Submitted classifieds will run for
one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings.
When submitting a classified remember to include
your contact details (for prospective buyers),
your HGFA membership number (for verification)
and the State under which you would like the
classified placed. (Note that the above does not
apply to commercial operators. Instructors may
place multiple classified entries, but will be
charged at usual advertising rates.)

Hang Gliders & Equipment
New South Wales

Aeros Topless 119ft Very few hrs, looks like new,
Stealth II with Combat L sail cloth, carbon battens
etc, 29kg. Its ability to glide truly amazing. Great
buy for small pilot. Ph: Maggie 02 66858768 or
<mclark@vnet.com.au>.
Sting 3 154 Like new, 17 flights, 27 hrs. Bought
new in Feb 2010. Incl. spare DT & all-weather bag,
$4800. Located in Newcastle. Ph: 0429 039006.
2

Paragliders & Equipment
New South Wales

Paragliding Suit made with windstopper, breathable material; designed specially for people of 150
to 170cm height; nice yellow or coffee with black
trims, $175 (plus postage) ready for delivery. Email
<zeonleung@gmail.com> or ph: Lin 0488 422214.
Queensland

Sup Air XP Harness, reversible, light-weight, converts into the main bag too. Hasn’t been used much
& in VG condition, $500. Ph: Dave 0429 775554.

Microlights & Equipment
New South Wales

Cruze Wing For Sale
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Queensland

VICTORIA

PARAGLIDING CENTRE

RAINBOW PARAGLIDING
APCO AUSTRALIA
Offering the full range
of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and
100% satisfaction guarantee.
Test centre for APCO gliders [www.apcoaviation.com].

APCO Australia and PWC winner
of the Serial Class 2000
Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rain
bow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round,
60km cross-country flights have been achieved in winter!
FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the experts.
INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the
knowledge.
SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-in,
maintenance and repairs.
YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 2,500 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581
Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>

[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]
General
Concertina Bag

366 hrs, 3/07, always hangared. Royal blue with black
stripe. T2-6060, $4000. Ph: Ian for details 0412 429689.
Queensland

Airborne Redback 2003 260 hrs, excellent cond,
always hangared, maintained, incl. trailer. Regretful
sale, $16000. Ph: Jenny McLain 0403 339669.
Airborne XT912 New strutted SST wing with
only 22 hrs, base only 216 hrs, excellent condition,
always hangared, c/w two helmets, Lynx headsets,
Microair 760ch radio, full heavy duty covers, tall
wind shield, disc brakes. $52000. Ph: Bob 0428 767
800. Located at Watts Bridge, QLD. Heavy duty
trailer also available.

PARA SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina bag,
PARA SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina bag,
PARA SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina bag,
PARA SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina bag,
www.parasupply.com
Press To Talk System

PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys,
PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys,
PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys,
www.parasupply.com
Poliglide

Victoria

Airborne XT 582, Cruze wing, 110 hrs, new trailer,
new full cover, training bars, bar mitts & more.
Ph: Ron 0433 551103.

April 2011

Kangook

The latest range of Kangook paramotors,
Dudek Reflex paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares
& your reserve parachute equipment all on our
website for your inspection with prices. Ph:
Ben 0418 753220.

We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely
renowned as Australia’s best flying region.
Bright has been host to numerous Australian &
international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the
best, our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian
Paragliding Champion) has been involved in
paragliding since 1990 & instructing for over
10 years.
Courses
• Introductory & HGFA licence course
• Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
• SIV courses
• Tow courses
• XC tandem flights
• Equipment Sales
We are now conducting SIV courses.
See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
www.activeflight.com.au

established 1988

Why come to North-east Victoria
to learn with Eagle School?
• A
 part from being fortunate enough to have the
most consistently reliable weather for training
in Australia…
• Australia’s longest running Microlight school.
• Our person centred approach means that we
value feedback and individually tailor our training
methods to suit the student’s needs.
• We specialise in remedial training when you get
stuck in your present learning environment.
• We are interested in seeing you achieve your
goals and make your dreams a reality.
• You will receive ongoing support after
your licence
• We aim to shape you into a safe and confident
pilot by encouraging you to challenge yourself
in a safe and supportive environment.
• If you are already a Hang Glider, Paraglider or
Glider pilot you’ll learn for half price!
We look forward to assisting you to master
a new set of skills which will take you
to new heights in every respect.
NO PRESSURE SALES!!! BUY IN YOUR OWN TIME

Feel free to contact us, we are happy to chat with you.
STEPHEN RUFFELS CFI
Mail address: 16 Hargreaves Road, Bright, 3741
(03) 5750 1174 or (0428) 570 168
email <fly@eagleschool.com.au>
Look up our website:
[www.eagleschool.com.au]
download our’Learn to Fly’ brochure
for what’s involved, plus costs.
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New south wales

New south wales

Western Australia

Australia Wide Services
HGFA Approved Paraglider
Testing & Repairs

Professional Paragliding
•
•
•
•
•
•

Advertising Index April 2011
Airborne
Airsports Team 5

Airtime Products

BC
11

5

Eco Watch

33

GFA AGM 2011
GFA Form 2
High Adventure – UP
Keepit Soaring

33
23
37
31
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Tandem Introductory Flights
Paragliding Courses and Certifications
Pilot Development Clinics
Free Introduction course
Tandem Endorsements
Sales and service

Dealer for Advance Charly Flytec Icom
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd
Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au>
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]

Manilla PG – Accessories
Microair Avionics

3
BC

OAMPS
Paragliding Headquarters
Poliglide.com
SportAviation PL

7
BC
18
39

• C
 omprehensive testing and repairs
to all paragliders
• Fully equipped service and repair
agents for:
	Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin,
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone,
Paratech, Sky, Swing, UP
• Full written report
• Harness repair and modifications
• Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
• Parachute repacking
• Orders taken from anywhere in Australia,
New Zealand and Asia
• Prompt turnaround
PARAGLIDING
REPAIR
CENTRE

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330
Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]
April 2011

