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“BaliHigh”

Expectations

It took around eight years of consistent “Come to Bali, Come to Bali” before my mate
Terry and I chose to pack our paragliders for our first flying trip outside this country.
The first overseas trip for Terry and another one to add to my collection, having just
returned from the Isle of Man and screaming motorcycles, I was looking forward to
something a little more laid back and peaceful.
by Mick Haggar

A

mental picture had been pasted in
our brains by Mr Scott over the years
of his trips that had us wanting to
fly for hours on end away from the Australian winter
weather. Bali was never my preferred choice of holiday
destination – I’m not a ‘beach person’, ‘extravert party
dude’ or ‘flying god’ others perceive themselves to be,
so this was going to be an all new experience.
Our flight out of Sydney was uneventful, except for
Mr Terry being held up through customs for carrying too
much fluid in his luggage, just the thought of him having

to drink the excess triggered a toilet stop before we left
that almost got him into trouble – I hope the signage
in Bali wasn’t going to be too confusing for him. We
arrived in Denpasar late at night. It was jam packed with
tourists trying to get their VOA (visa on entry) sorted
and the population outside the terminal abounded with
Balinese ‘I help you’, ‘Transport’, ‘Taxi’! It was a welcome

sight to spot our friends (and guides to help us through
the week) Mr Scott and Mr Todd in the crowd. By the time
we got to our accommodation at Nusa Dua, my head was
swimming from the level of activity and madness on the
streets, even in the middle of the night, on this part of
the island.

Our first accommodation stop was wonderful,
except for the lane bordering our hotel which continually
echoed the sounds of motorcycles going to and fro – the
worst of this between 4:30 and 5am, disturbing our
sleep, particularly Mr Peter’s, whose room overlooked
the lane, especially as by this time he was feeling a little
unwell from the onset of a cold. He endured the worst of
it, however, the place was very pretty and comfortable
and only a short drive away from the Payung launch site.
The first day at launch we found the breeze a bit
too strong and crossed from the east for our first solo
flights, but Mr Scott decided to launch and test the
air, getting spectacular height. Top landing was not an
option for him, but Mr Rob, trying out his new Zion 18m
wing, was able to manage it. Mr Scott eventually landed
on the beach to the east near the Nikko resort and got
a lift back to launch via motorcycle to watch the rest of
the day’s activities. It was a day for tandems with CFI, Mr
Chris, which gave us the opportunity to observe the lay
of the land and get insights into a site we have heard,
read and you-tubed about as well as having our ears
hammered about by Mr Scott for the past 10 years. Our
travelling companion, Mr Peter, is a novice pilot itching
to get more airtime and absorb flying info from those
around him. He was one of the first to fly tandem, while
each of us had our turn and the advice we were given
was more than welcome.
Our second day saw us arrive at launch by midmorning to more strong breeze and we were expecting
another day of ‘para-waiting’, but within the hour it
started to ease and one by one we launched. Finally, the
sky was ours – our first flight in Bali! After searching
out the best spots to regain height, I did a few practice
wingovers to regain some confidence and a feel for my
wing which had not seen a lot of sunlight recently. It
had been far too long since my last flight due to the
miserable Australian weather and work commitments.
After this, it was time to see if I could nail a top
landing in this strength breeze. I copied the crabbing
approach of my previous day’s tandem flights and,
having watched others throughout the day coming in
a bit low, committed to a crosswind side swipe of the
ground, sliding sideways in my harness as I collapsed
the wing behind me. Bummer, screwed that up! Time for
a rest and drink before another flight…

Timbis

Wingover

The next flight allowed myself and a few others the
chance to explore further to the south and beyond the
Timbis launch as the wind direction turned throughout
the afternoon. What a magnificent piece of coastline
this is – the consistency of the seabreeze and the
sparkling clear water of the Bali Sea/Indian Ocean to
admire from a cool height. A kite festival was happening
over our shoulders in a local village – hundreds of kites

were flying – a wonderful sight to see. After about
an hour and half of exploring, I was pretty much done
for the day, returned to Payung and cruised in for a
perfect top landing. Most of our group had flown today
and Mr Peter was gaining valuable airtime under the
calm and confident instruction of CFI Mr Chris. It was
great to watch Mr Rob flying his new wing – it looked
more nimble and faster than my old cruiser. Rob’s wife,
Therese, also got a flight or two under her belt today –
everybody was happy.
Unfortunately, day three was blown out for us,
allowing for a little shopping. Some of us were a
bit disappointed not to get more flight time at this
site before venturing onto our next destination, the
mountainous seaside ridge of Candidasa.
Tuesday, day four, was a welcome travel day to
get away from the constant 5am wake up call of the
motorcycle track next to our hotel rooms. Day by day our
group was growing, and organising an early departure
became harder as most were now living a ‘Bali time’
lifestyle. We had planned to beat the traffic wedge
around Kuta, but I don’t think it would have made much

Mr Rob launching Zion18m
Photos: Mick Haggar
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Candidasa

Mick over Candidasa

Our view of the hill from resort
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difference at what time we’d left… Independence day
was looming and after a nail-biting ride through a Kuta
roundabout I still can’t explain, we were held up by a
street march containing thousands of school children.

Fortunately, by the time we reached the outskirts of
Candidasa, the school kids were heading home on their
motorcycles – thousands of them! Man they’ve got it
good, when I went to school I had to hoof it! It was scary
to watch this amount of traffic without wearing helmets
or glasses – it seems no licence is required for these kids
here in Bali – have motorbike, will ride.
We arrived safely at our accommodation to find
it was flyable up on the hill. After booking in quickly,
a mad scramble followed to get up there and commit
ourselves to aviate. For five of us this was our first
flight at this launch off a terraced hillside (many eons
ago it was apparently used to grow rice and possibly
peanuts). Facing south-east into the Bali Sea, the
terraced landscape reaches right to the top of this
massive volcanic hill, riddled with monkeys in and around
the temple at the top, and in places sloping near 160º
towards the ocean.
Launching in increasing wind strength, only part way
up the hill (there is a launch on top, but it’s an intense
hike up, so we chose to fly up), we all got off and climbed
up to catch spectacular views of the coast. Eight gliders
in the air at approximately 1300ft above the sea – what
a day!
After one and a half hours of perfect conditions and
visual overload, the increasing wind strength began
to concern me over my ability to touch Mother Earth
without damaging myself, so I chose to land with Rob
and Therese on the black volcanic sand of the eastern
October | November 2012
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beach. Having not flown here before, it seemed the
safer option rather than attempting a spot landing on
the small beach outside our motel to the south. It meant
a decent walk back and, I’ll be honest, I didn’t like the
walk in the gritty sand and around the headland over
slippery rocks and dodging rock pools with my pack on,
but that’s because I’m lazy and don’t like exercise. Little
did I know that I’d be trekking this same stretch again
within 24 hours… However, it was worth the effort after
such a beautiful flight.
On day five I got up early to meet a Bali sunrise. I
climbed to our launch site for a decent vantage point. It
was worth the walk and the quiet time to sit and soak
up the first UV rays of the day. We were all back there
again later in the morning, waiting for the wind on the
ocean to finally reach launch, and after para-waiting
for some time, it did eventually arrive and everybody
quickly prepared to fly. Initially light, all were scratching
hard to stay up and slowly work their way to the top of
this beautiful site. I launched just as a lull kissed the hill.
Desperately, I scratched to not bomb out, alas, I bombed
out… on the very same beach as yesterday, allowing me
some more un-necessary exercise. Mr Rob also nearly hit
the deck, but showed his skill and talent by not giving up
and pulled off a great low save to claw his way back to
the rest of the flying family above… Awesome!
An early trip out to the White Beach, between
Bugbug and Subagan, to swim and do a little sightseeing
began day six. While waiting for the breeze to kick in,
we even had time to indulge in a massage on the beach.
Soon after returning, movement was afoot to get
up to launch as the barometric forecasters in the group
could sense the wind was on its way. It only took a
short 30-minute wait before it was ‘on’. One by one we
launched and got up fairly easy. Most unfortunately for
Mr Chris and his passenger, it was their turn to bomb
out, end up on the beach, walk back for another attempt
and get flight time on their second go. This was another
flying highlight – at one stage I counted 13 gliders in the
air. A great sight to see whilst air borne.

Today, I wasn’t planning on walking home, so after
one and a half hours of soaking up the breeze, I landed
on the small strip of sand outside our hotel and a quick
pack up before retiring to the pool to relax.
Our trip was nearing the end. We were keen to get
one more flight in before heading home, on day seven,
but it looked like nothing was going to happen. On the
previous day, one of the local Balinese tour operators
had told me, “when tide is high, wind come quickly, when
tide is low, wind come more slowly”. Today the tide was
high early and we needed a late fly to be able to land
on the beach. The wind? It came quickly, very quickly
and was showing no signs of backing off for us to fly. A
few keen people went up to launch to assess things and
confirmed it wasn’t going to happen during the earlier
part of the day. Not only did they find the breeze too
strong, but our access hole through the bush fence had
been blocked and the terraced areas where we laid out
our wings, were covered in broken sticks, branches and
cactus plants. We were not sure what had happened to
cause this, but we may have unknowingly upset a local

Charlie Chocolate Factory
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farmer because he thought we might scare his cattle.
The guys quickly cleaned the site and left. We would not
be back today and tomorrow we were leaving for Nusa
Dua. An hour later it was decided that we should go
sight-seeing, so Charlie’s Bali Chocolate Factory, situated
on a quiet beach that produces a nice clean point break
loved by all surfers, became our destination.
It was thought a late evening fly might be on the
cards if the wind eased during the afternoon, but this
was not to be and after purchasing the delights of Bali
Chocolate and locally produced soap, we retired to our
hotel to get ready for a party night of fine food, drink
and generous company. The music and dance rolled on
well into the night
Day eight was our last and we had to return to Nusa
Dua/Denpasar for our flight home late in the evening.
We had an early start to try and beat the traffic and
the overflow of festivities due to the Independence
Day holiday yesterday. It was an easy trip compared to
the one out to Candidasa four days earlier, even with a
quick detour through the streets of Kuta to show us the
madness we had been missing out on – staying in the
quieter area made me thankful I was here to fly. I’m far
more comfortable in the air on my own, away from the
crazies on the ground, and if it wasn’t for the adventure
of paragliding in Bali I would never have visited here.
Next stop was Mr Todd and Mr Scott’s accommodation. Once booked in, we were off to the Payung launch
to see if we could get one more flight in. Approaching
the coast, we could see paragliders in the air, but
unfortunately, the closer we got we could see they were
all tandems and the wind was too strong for us. We had
to be content with watching and calling it a day. Time for
one more quick trip to the local market place to pick up
a few souvenirs, then a quick swim in the hotel pool and
our Bali trip was over.
Thank you so much to our host, Koos, for the
transport to the airport.

Bali in Hindsight

My level of expectation had been clouded by the
constant stories of ‘fly every day for multiple hours on
end’. The truth is, Bali is like any other flying place and
you can be para-waiting for conditions to be right to fly.
It is, however, far more reliable and consistent – to the
point where you can guarantee you will fly two days out
of every three – which you can’t at this time of the year
in Australia.
Do I like Bali? As a holiday destination: No.
Did I enjoy my Bali experience? You bet, I met new
people, saw some fabulous sites and I could not have
done this without the help of my friends, guiding us
throughout the week. Bali is not a travel destination
I would chose to go to regularly, it’s not my ‘scene’,
however, some things in life we must ‘suffer in silence’
to get out and enjoy the small portion of life that is
granted to us. The Balinese people are a very happy,
generous people who make you feel welcome, and when
the weather is good in Bali, it’s good.
Will I return next year? Maybe not, but it has made
me re-think my future holiday plans. ‘Terima Kasih’ to all
those who assisted us and made us feel welcome – we
look forward to catching up with you all again sometime
in the future.
October | November 2012

October | November 2012

SKYSAILOR

7

Yosemite

,

Flyin the

Slide Mountain launch

\

usa

Yosemite
The Yosemite National Park is justifiably regarded as one
of the most spectacular natural landscapes in the world.
From the vantage of Glacier Point an unforgettable
panorama captures waterfalls, valleys, ravines and the
unmistakable granite forms of Half Dome and Cathedral.
Hang glider pilots have the unique opportunity to launch
from the Point into this amazing landscape and glide
through the valley to land in one of the natural meadows
a few thousand feet below.

I was lucky enough to be heading to Los Angeles for a conference in early August,
so I decided to have my first experience of flying outside Australia. California and
Nevada offer a great variety of coastal and mountain flying sites I’ve been very keen
to explore. After talking to Curt Warren and others for advice, I decided on taking
a week to chart a big loop from LA to the Sierra Nevada, Yosemite and Lake Tahoe
before cutting across to San Francisco and back down the misty, windy Highway
1 to LA. Rather than taking a glider over with me, I arranged to hire a very nicely
configured Moyes Malibu from Kraig Coomber of Moyes USA in LA.

by Daniel Heckenberg

I

t was a nice surprise to arrive at the office in my
hire car and have Kraig and Jonny Durand Jr help me
fit the portable car racks I’d brought over with my
harness and other flying gear and to help me on my way.
I followed the rack set-up that a few other local pilots
have pioneered when travelling: a Remora rack on the
front and inflatable HandiRack on the roof. This proved
to be a very convenient and sturdy solution that held up
nicely in the cities, mountains and deserts I crossed on
my route. Before noon on Friday, I was on the highway
heading out of LA towards the mountains and over to
the Owens Valley.

8
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The big air in the Owens is famously boisterous and
most pilots steer clear during summer and fall. I enjoyed
the great landscape of painted mountains and
could only marvel with awe at the towering
cloud forms and dust devils as I made my way

north. I arrived late
in the evening at my
accommodation in
Midvale, just outside
Yosemite National
Park, excited about
flying the next day.
It was going to be a
pre-dawn start to get
up to Glacier Point for
the appointed 7am
pilot briefing.

Yosemite is one of the most tightly controlled hang
gliding sites in the USA. Only advanced rated pilots are
allowed to launch, under the close supervision of a site
monitor from the Yosemite Hang Glider Association
[www.yhga.org]. Pilots must register to fly in advance
and must adhere to a very strict protocol to set up from
7 to 8am, being ready to launch at 8am. The launch is a
large, steep granite slab which requires an awkard crab
walk for access and surprise encounters with the local
residents. A strong, committed run is required at this
high altitude (7214ft) with usually only cycles of very
gentle upslope wind occurring within the launch window
from 8am to 9am.
Flights are almost invariably a smooth downward
glide without turbulence or any lift due to the early
morning conditions, but there have been some legendary
flights with pilots climbing out above Half Dome!
Regardless, the views are spectacular. All pilots must be
on the ground by 10am which leaves plenty of daylight
for the gruelling hike up three thousand feet back to
Glacier Point to collect vehicles – or you can pass the
time floating in the delightfully cool river as you wait
for your driver!
October | November 2012

October | November 2012

SKYSAILOR

9

,

Flyin the

Slide Mountain, Lake Tahoe

\

usa

Lake Tahoe is an all-year playground, offering an enormous freshwater lake of remarkable colour and purity,
surrounded by a rim of mountains and slopes for excellent hiking and skiing. Alex Cuddy and his father, Bill, have
long established hang gliding operations from Slide Mountain at the north-eastern rim of the lake, overlooking the
Washoe Valley. Alex runs Thermal Sky Sports [www.thermalskysports.com], but you may know him from Stanwell
Park where he migrates for our summer. He’s a great local contact for site information or tandem flights in the area.
In a pull over area from the road leading to Slide Mountain ski bowl, glider pilots can set up, climb over the guard rail
to the narrow ledge and launch themselves down the steep gravel slope.
At 8200ft, the launch again requires determination,
but with over three thousand feet to the landing zone
below there are many opportunities to find lift and
take in the spectacular scenery. Although there was a
strong inversion, marked by the smog of a nearby forest
fire, I had a great flight, managing to break through the
inversion at around 8500ft (after a few attempts) and
climbed up to 12,000ft for a wonderful view of Lake
Tahoe and surrounds.

of dolphins surfing the waves below as I waited for the famous sea mist to lift enough
to fly. The mist never really did dissipate, but I had a short flight which gave a taste of
what the local pilots enjoy.
With my return home looming, I had one more day to head back to LA, return the
glider and rental car and make it to the airport. I decided to take the scenic route down
the coast on the famous winding and windy Highway 1 – a longer version of our own
Grand Pacific drive. Through the fog I spied two other flying sites for future visits: the
long dune site and home of the Coastal Condors at Marina and the impressive Big Sur.
I’m very grateful for the assistance of Curt Warren, Kraig Coomber, Alex Cuddy
and the Yosemite Hang Glider Associate for all their help with my tour. I had many
unforgettable flights and met many great local pilots at all my stops along the way.
Really striking was the experience that with a few local contacts it was possible to
cross the world and fly with very little hassle. This is just the beginning!

Fort Funston

Fort Funston, San Francisco
‘The Fort’ has a reputation as one the world’s great
coastal sites, offering consistent soaring conditions
for much of the year. Located on a headland south-west
of San Francisco, the site offers a long stretch of sand
cliffs overlooking the beach below. Very straightforward
and convenient top landing is one of Fort Funston’s
drawcards and there’s a very active community of pilots
here [www.flyfunston.org]. I was able to enjoy the sight

All photos: Daniel Heckenberg

Lake Tahoe

10 SKYSAILOR

October | November 2012

October | November 2012

SKYSAILOR

11

7 Steps

to dealing with

Fear

Over the 17 years that I have been flying, I’ve had my own share of fear to deal with. Between
two accidents that resulted in hospital, and an incident which didn’t actually result in physical
injury, but left me with emotional damage, I’d say it’s been the biggest factor in my flying
performance and pleasure, the piece that has taken the most ongoing work.

by Heike Hamann

W

hen I feel frightened in the air, it is debilitating. I spend most of my energy
dealing with it, rather than the task at hand of observing what is going
on around me, making tactical decisions and having fun. I land exhausted.
My first accident was landing on a powerline – a single strand running down the
side of a rocky, tree-covered hill. Although this was probably the most dangerous and
potentially fatal incident I’ve had, it had a happy ending, in that I started sliding down
the line with my glider and eventually had the wing reinflated by a thermal coming
through – and it left no long-term scars.
The second accident occurred on tow, when one of the tow points unclipped and I
was dragged into the ground. A few X-rays later I was released from hospital – nothing
broken, but in pain all the same.
My most frightening incident occurred at 5000m in Spain, at the seven-hour
mark of an exhausting flight, when I was in danger of being sucked up into clouds.
I was on a new wing, and when it went into a parachutal stall after an incorrectly
exited B-line, it didn’t respond in the same way as my previous wing. The
result was a long cascade of G-force and terror-inducing events and thoughts
about promises made about coming home safely. Eventually, using the last of
the physical strength I had left, I pulled on a full stall and held it as long as
I could – when the glider recovered, there was a moment of calm. A calm that I had
experienced about four times in the previous minutes – only this time the calm
remained. When I eventually landed safely, I broke down and cried. Then it took about
five hours before I was picked up by the retrieve bus. Five hours of being in the middle
of nowhere, needing to deal with the trauma alone.
A month or so later, while flying high in the Austrian Alps, I had a huge collapse
close to trees and threw my reserve. It opened just in time, but my impact with the
ground was hard. After a ride suspended in a stretcher below a helicopter, I found
myself in hospital. Once again nothing broken, but almost, and internal organs shaken
severely. Seven days later, I emerged sorely from hospital – after much soul searching
I had decided to keep flying. Judy Leden’s book ‘Flying with Condors’ helped me decide.

in touch with my glider when things get a little rough, rather than semi-freezing and
just wanting to land.
The first insight I want to share is that you can do something about the fear you
feel. You don’t need to ignore it or pretend it isn’t there. There are things you can do
to help yourself. I use seven basic steps to deal with fear. Five of them occur when I am
in the air, feeling afraid, wanting to land to end the horrible experience. The final two
steps take place on the ground.
Before I go into the seven steps, I want to talk briefly about fear. Much has been
written about it and there are books such as ‘Feel the Fear and Do It Anyway’ that deal
with the subject. I’ve often come across descriptions that include the word ‘Fear’ as
an acronym of ‘Fantasy Expectations Appearing Real’. Many suggested strategies are
excellent, not only for dealing with fear, but for dealing with life.
However, in paragliding there is a real difference: Fear is not only ‘fantasy
expectations appearing real’. Sometimes this is the case, and I will at times refer to
this as ‘irrational’ fear. At other times, we really are in danger. There is no fantasy, no
appearance of real. It is real. This fear I refer to as ‘rational’ fear.

Fear and Fantasy

Right into your belly. Three times. We start breathing more shallowly when we are
afraid. This deep breathing in itself will ease the tension somewhat, and once you’ve
used this seven-step method a few times, will mark the beginning of the fact that you
are about to do something about your feelings of fear, rather than just ignoring them.

That all happened over 11 years ago – the fearlessness that marked my earlier flying
days was gone forever. Since then I have come up with a strategy that helps me deal
with fear. It is a synthesis of talking with people and working on myself.
Coming back from those two incidents took a year of focused effort, to get myself
flying close to the levels had before they occurred. Lots of short flights, so that my
‘courage quotient’ didn’t get too drained – I found time on the ground built up the
courage quotient, and time in the air drained it. A new wing. Studying myself by using
the skills I was learning in my psychology studies. Talking to other pilots. Sessions
with a therapist and a sports psychologist to work through some of the trauma. Years
down the track I find myself going through phases of high levels of fear every now and
again, and I do more work, study more, talk to more people until, eventually, I work
through the next piece. Then I come back to love being in the air again and being closely
12 SKYSAILOR

Step 1: Notice you are afraid

It might sound obvious, but unless you’ve just had a big collapse or find yourself
without a glide out to a landing field, it often creeps up on you. There were times I
did not realise I was afraid, until I found myself wanting to land. Get to know yourself:
How do you know when you are beginning to feel afraid? Do you start breathing more
shallowly? Do you tense up? Do you find yourself looking constantly at your wing?
These days I’m better at noticing it. One of the first signs is that I pull my feet up, so
they are at right angles to my shins, or I find myself sitting more upright in the harness,
rather than relaxing back and letting it hold me.
Catching it early is important, so you can address it before it’s gone so far that
landing is all you can think of.

Clarifying what the fear is about, rather than just leaving it as a nebulous feeling, is
important. Even if it’s just a vague feeling, concentrate on it, guess what might be
causing it. Dismissing it as ‘silly’ or similar, without really knowing what is behind it,
is not helpful.

Step 4: Are you in danger?

Having named the fear, step four is to ask the question: Are you actually in danger? An
interesting discovery I made here is that sometimes I didn’t know. After all these years
of flying, I didn’t actually always know where the ‘danger zone’ was. Sure, being right
under a big cumulunimbus cloud is dangerous, but what if it’s a cumulus congestus?
How close is too close? How close is okay? Take the time to read the books and talk
with experienced pilots about these things and work out where your own safety
margins lie.
There are three answers to the question, ‘Am I in danger?’:
➲➲ In my ‘Yes’ category I include big clouds, rain and the associated gust front, strong
winds and no glide out to a safe landing.
➲➲ Being high and being alone, however, fall into my ‘No’ category. These are good
examples of irrational fear. I sometimes feel frightened in these situations because
of my past experiences. The feeling of fear is just as intense as if I was really in
danger. However, I am not in any danger – unless I stop thinking clearly as a result
of feeling frightened and then do something that places me in danger.
➲➲ The ‘I Don’t Know’ category can contain all of the situations included in the ‘Yes’
category above, if I don’t know what my safety zone is. More about this shortly. I
would also add strong turbulence to this category – others might put it in the ‘Yes’
category. Each person needs to find their own answer to this question.

Step 5: What are you going to do now?

Having established whether or not you are actually in physical danger, the next step is
to come up with a strategy to deal with the situation you are in.
If you are in danger then your highest priority is to get yourself to safety. The
details of how to do this fall outside the realms of this article, however, I will touch on
them briefly. If you don’t have a strategy for dealing with these situations, make it a
priority to find one, by talking to people, reading books, watching videos, attending
clinics, etc. This will not only make you a safer pilot, but will also give you peace of
mind, which in itself may reduce your level of fear.
➲➲ Big clouds: Fly away from them, and if you need to land to be safe, fly away from
them using speed bar and big ears. If you are under one, big ears and speed bar to
the edge of the cloud, having taken a GPS direction reading so that in case you get
into the cloud you know which way to keep heading.

Sebastian Benz over the Engadin
Photo: Dominik Dusek

Step 2: Breathe deeply

Step 3: Ask yourself what you are afraid of

Is it the bumps? Or the clouds? Is it that little or big tuck you had? The rustle? Is it
because you are so high? Or so low? Name it. Out loud, as though you were telling
someone about it.
When I was first recovering from my accidents I would find myself having
made the decision to land, because I was afraid, but once back on the ground
I couldn’t actually say what I was afraid of. So for a while I took a voice recorder with
me, and I would speak into it when I was feeling afraid.
October | November 2012
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7 Steps

to dealing with

Fear

➲➲ Rain: I have a personal policy not to fly with a wet glider, however mild the rain is.
So land before it gets wet, and if it is wet, land as soon as possible, remembering
the glider may become more prone to going parachutal, so keep your speed up.
➲➲ Gust fronts: If you can see one coming and can’t land in time, one option is to
stay as high as you can and ride it out that way. I don’t even like to think too
hard about that possibility – it’s too scary. Yet think about it we must. Another
option is to fly in the opposite direction of the gust front, find the largest, widest
part of the valley, if that’s what you are in, and pick the biggest paddock, free of
powerlines that you can find to land in. All of these topics are worthy of an article
in themselves. Your best option of all is of course not to get caught in a gust front
– learn how to avoid that happening alltogether.
➲➲ Strong winds: Landing safely here is the key. Find a big, obstacle-free field, free
of powerlines, ideally with other fields downwind in case you get blown back. Set
yourself up at the upwind end of the paddock, face into the wind and fly from one
side of the paddock to the other, a little as though you are ridge soaring – like a
squashed figure ‘8’. When you do land (and remember you won’t need to flare), you
need to be able to control your glider. Learn how to do that in strong wind.

Anchoring Yourself
Anchors are words, sounds, songs, movements or specific physical touch
associated with a certain, positive state in your body. The technique is
relatively simple to use. Originating from neuro-linguistic programming, the
method I describe here draws on NLP and the work of Arnold Mindell, who
has taken the concept further.
I have two anchors I use when I am frightened but not in any physical
danger. The first is some words to get me into a calm yet focused state.
The second is a song I hum to myself, to remind me of my connection with
something bigger than myself – nature, spirit, whatever you want to call it.
To create an anchor, you must first access the psychological state you
want to be able to re-connect with. It is important to really be in that state
– for example, being calm yet focussed. You need to feel it in your body,
able to look at the world from that state, walk around in that state. Next
you choose a movement, sound, song, visual image or physical touch, such
as pushing or pinching a certain part of your body, which somehow captures
that state for you. Whatever you choose needn’t make sense to anyone else
– it’s often intuitive and just works for you.
When you want to re-connect with that state, you just repeat the
movement or touch, make the sound or sing the song, or look at the visual
image – some pilots have a smiley-face sticker on their vario, for example.
Looking at it, using the anchor, brings the pilot back from the fearful state.
Above: Keahi flying over the Rainbow at Sunshine Beach
Photo: Tex Beck
14 14
SKYSAILOR
SKYSAILOR

➲➲ No glide to a safe landing: If you have flown too deep into a hill and don’t have the
glide out, find the line to the closest field that maximises your chances of lift or
finding a thermal – normally by flying down the windward side of a ridge. It is
tempting to take the most direct route to the landing paddock, but that may put
you in the heaviest sink. If there is no way out, and you are going to land in a tree,
do the thing you learned at paragliding school – pick a big bushy tree, then land in
it like you would on the ground.
The key in all these instances is to have thought about these scenarios beforehand
and formed strategies to getting yourself back to safety. In the moment of danger,
you need to know what to do immediately, so you don’t add to the fear by needing
to work it out at the time. Think and talk through scenarios beforehand. This has the
added advantage of probably putting you off putting yourself in such a situation in
the first place.
If you can, remember to breathe deeply and visualise yourself getting out of the
situation. Visualisation has a strong effect in the middle of a dangerous situation – it
sets the determination to get yourself safe. It replaces the frightening images of what
could go wrong with a positive one. My body immediately relaxes somewhat and my
determination to find a safe way out increases.
Let’s move now to those situations where you are feeling scared, but are actually
not in any danger of physically hurting yourself. This is a situation I find myself in most
often – and I have a routine (another seven steps!) I take myself through when I am
aware this has happened:
➲➲ Look around
➲➲ Breathe
➲➲ Set myself a mini-goal
➲➲ Use my anchors
➲➲ Visualise myself landing safely
➲➲ Talk to people on the radio
➲➲ Remind myself that flying well sometimes means pushing past my comfort zone

These days, when I am free-flying, I tend to go and land when I am flying outside
my comfort zone – I am in the air to enjoy myself, so if I am not enjoying myself, why
persist? This has been particularly important for me, as I had a tendency to keep
pushing myself, and forget how much I love flying. It becomes more of a chore, another
job I need to do, rather than something I love doing.
The last situation you may need to find a strategy for, as part of Step 5, is when you
feel frightened but don’t actually know if you are in any physical danger or not. Is that
cloud too big or that turbulence extreme? As you find where that line lies for yourself
through experience and study, this will probably occur less.
In this instance the best thing to do is to get on the radio and talk to people: “How
is it for you?” Don’t suffer alone – talk it through with them, understand their thinking
about it, then make a decision for yourself about whether it is dangerous or not and
act accordingly.

Step 6: Back on the ground

If you’ve been scared in the air, whether the fear was rational or irrational, talk about
it when you’re back on the ground. Ask other pilots for their opinions about the
conditions and find out how they dealt with them. Don’t be shy here – people generally
love helping out – and if you can, share your feelings: Let someone you trust know
what it was like and whether you were frightened or found it difficult.
Likewise, be gentle with yourself after such experiences. For the longest time, I
felt like I had to be strong and deal with them myself or more likely, not deal with the
feelings at all, and just move on. Many years after my cascades in Spain, I realised my
flying pleasure and performance were still being hampered by the experience I’d had
eight years earlier! When I eventually let myself revisit that time and feel the feelings
and have the associated emotions, and take care of myself around them, what followed
was a change in both my flying pleasure and competition performance. Little did people
know that the reason I was standing on the winner’s podium was because of the ‘inner
work’ I had done.

Step 7: Other strategies

I already mentioned studying up about what is and isn’t safe, and finding that
boundary. Read and talk to people – increase your knowledge base, get the facts, come
up with your own methods for working out where your safety boundary is.
Flying a glider you are comfortable on is also important. Flying a wing with less
performance can greatly increase your sense of wellness and comfort while flying and
it is surprising how much better you can fly when you feel like you are on top of things
and in control of your glider: Your own performance will most probably increase, despite
the glider’s lesser performance.
Doing an SIV course is a great way of becoming more comfortable with your
wing and helps you get familiar with rapid descent techniques. Knowing you can
get out of the sky quickly if you need to, will increase your level of comfort and your
physical safety when flying. In addition, the controlled collapses will help you better
understand how your wing reacts.
Reading books and articles about fear and how to deal with it, may also help you
work through your fears – both in flying and in life! The more you think about your fear
when you are on the ground, and the situations that cause it, the more you’ll be able to
deal with the fears, become a safer pilot and enjoy your flying.

About the Author

Heike Hamann learned to fly in Bright, Australia, in 1992 and has been flying
competitions for over a decade. She has flown in the World Championships as a
member of the Australian Team and has been Australian Female Champion four
times. She has recently completed a Masters in Process Work, or Process Oriented
Psychology, at the Process Work Institute in Portland, Oregon. She would like to
thank Arnold Mindell and her teachers, and Brian Webb, Craig Collings, Phil Hystek
and the many other pilots who have spoken with her about various elements of this
subject over the years.

The first thing to do is to look around. When we get scared we can become fixated,
so by forcing ourselves to look around, the level of fear is immediately reduced. Once
again, breathe deeply.
Mini-goals are crucial. They shift our focus from whatever is frightening, to
something positive. Examples of the types of mini-goals I set myself are to core
thermals well, get to the top of a thermal faster than everyone else or stick with pilot
A – don’t let them outfly me.
Focusing on coring thermals has the added advantage of keeping you in what is
generally the most formed part of the lift. When we are half-hearted about thermalling
we may find ourselves at the edges of the thermal, where it is roughest.
When I was coming back from my accidents, just staying in the air was an
achievement. As soon as I noticed myself feeling uncomfortable, I would set myself
a mini-goal of flying for another 10 or 15 minutes – and then go to land. That way
I could feel good about having achieved a goal, rather than just berating myself for
landing early.
Similarly, I might say, I’ll go and land after I’ve had two or three tucks, however
small. This was a particularly good mini-goal to set myself if I was afraid of the wing
collapsing because of the conditions. Inevitably, I found that I wasn’t actually getting
any collapses at all!
Having set a mini-goal, I then use anchors (see side panel) to change my state from
a fearful one to a more desirable state.
I then visualise myself landing safely – I visualise myself coming in above the field,
assessing the wind direction, deciding where and how I’m going to set myself up for a
good landing, execute that landing approach and flaring at the right time.
Talking to people is also a very effective way of moving through an irrational fear
moment. Get on the radio; ask people how they find the conditions. Talk with them
about what you are noticing and feeling, and ask them for their feedback or thoughts.
The last thing I’ll do is remind myself that flying well sometimes means pushing
myself out of my comfort zone. There are times when the air is rough or the day is
windy. I know I have the skills to handle the conditions safely – I’m just uncomfortable.
Chances are this will change as I move to another part of the flight or as the day
progresses. I do this more when I’m competing than when I’m free flying – when my
desire to achieve a good finish outweighs the discomfort I feel in the moment.
October | November 2012
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Maiden Flight
I am standing on the edge of a cliff as a semi-circle of around
15 onlookers curiously watch. My hands are shaking and my
back is wet due to nerves as I sort my lines out carefully.
by Ben West [www.redrucksack.com]

J

ust like the groundhandling, Ben, be cool.
Ha, ‘Gin-Be cool’ that’s a wing… Focus!
Some people squint through camera lenses,
most just stare with vacant interest. They peer at me
like visitors in a zoo, part interested in the animal, partly
concerned with melting icecream.

I’m buckled into an overgrown baby capsule attached
to a glorified parachute with two clutches of bright
lines. My life will soon be suspended from these lines.
Lines like those undies swing on to dry. With my back
to the cliff, I face the wing and watch the leading edge
twitch impatiently in a slight breeze.

I am slightly terrified and need some serious
self-talk.
‘Dear nerves, piss off, this is why you are here. Don’t
think, just act, get the launch right then worry about the
rest… You have done a tandem without any issues. Same
thing, sort of…’
Blowing out my nerves, I focus on the process while
ignoring the crowd.

It is time…

Grass falls away to reveal cliffs. The cliffs quickly
disappear to unveil, much further down, waves crashing
onto rocks. Everything seems to be happening quickly,
yet in slow motion. I wriggle into the seat, adjust my grip
on the brake handle and look around. ‘Sheez, am I mad?’
Mitsi’s crackling voice over the radio calms me
considerably, “It’s all good Ben, stay on that course,”
or, “Do a 180, bleed some altitude, then come in to land,
doing well mate.”
This time it is all up to me, and to be honest, I feel
damn lonely swinging high above the black rocks. Beside
the radio, my company is the rhythmic tugging of brakes
as the wing dances above my head and the steady
whistle of rising lines cutting
the air.
I make a few turns
and look back at the hill,
onlookers now peer over
the cliff towards me. I spot
Mitsi intently following my
progress.
Okay, what did Mitsi say?
‘When passing the lower
carpark, be level with the
tallest palm tree. Be flexible,
keep planning, stay cool,
keep thinking…’
If only I could think a bit
less and enjoy the moment.
When humans get scared,
the tendency is to clutch
at things. I find myself
progressively pulling on the
brakes as I tense. The wing
starts to fall behind me on
its way to a stall. Realising
my mistake, I let the brake
almost totally off, the wing
responds by surging a little before settling to a steady
cruise. This all looks much easier on youtube.
I start to relax and enjoy the experience, but soon I
am passing the lower park and have to land. Sliding from

my harness, I lower
my landing gear. Stay
flexible, keep thinking.
I eyeball where I want to land, but fly right over.
‘Wow, that happened quickly, okay, plan B.’ Sharp turn
right and down the beach. My feet hit the sand only 10
metres from my goal, not bad for a first try.

The three people on a picnic rug look on as the
bearded weirdo from the sky starts dancing and laughing
manically before the wing is fully deflated.

I have done it!
My first solo paragliding flight and I am hooked.

Feeling a steady gust of wind on my back I raise
the wing. The yellow and purple school wing comes
up perfectly centred and controlled, I’m glad for all
the ground practice I once thought so dull. Now fully
inflated, my wing steadies above my head and tugs
eagerly at the harness. The wing wants to fly. I am,
however, in two minds… This is my first time flying off
Bald Hill alone. This morning, Mitsi, my instructor, gave
me a pep talk, assuring me that I know enough theory
to do a ‘sleddie’ safely. I have taken a short term job in
Wollongong and moved up from Tasmania for just this
moment. There is no way I am going to bug out now.
‘Don’t think, just act.’ I turn to face the cliff and
gently steady the wing above my head. I feel the rising
lines push back on my shoulders, a guarantee of lift.
Leaning well forward while looking at the horizon, I push
and walk, then run off the edge.

Whoosh!
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News

Curt Warren wins in Brasilia
Super strong finish for the Moyes Boys at the Super
Race in Brazil. Our Aussie team made an assault
on Brasilia this year with outstanding results.
Brasilia turned it on again with seven consecutive
flying days.
Both Curt Warren and André Wolf were flying
the new RX3.5 for the very first time. Curt had an
outstanding competition with three day wins and
André with two days wins. Together the boys and
their RX3.5s claimed five of the seven day wins.

Skywalk Tonka 15 – The Dolomite Man Special!

Curt finished the competition with a commanding
lead of 182 points and André took out the Brazilian
Champion trophy. Big Congratulations to both!
Our Results

1
2
6
12

Rook

Curt Warren 		
André Wolf Brazilian Champion
Jonny Durand		
Dave May 		

RX3.5
RX3.5
RX3.5
RS3.5

Full results can be seen at [http://superrace2012.
blogspot.com/].
Vicki Cain [www.moyes.com.au]

Product News
Triple 7’s Rook

Triple 7’s Rook is now available in five colours and
certified in three sizes for weights from 70 to 120kg.
Check out this issue’s story behind this new paraglider
manufacturer (page 26).
To order or arrange a test flight contact Triple
7’s Australian distributor, Matthew Cage <info@
higheratmosphere.com>.
Matthew Cage [www.higheratmosphere.com]

Triple 7 Rook details

Nova Ion 2 Light: Lightweight EN-B Wing

Ion 2 Light
18 SKYSAILOR

With the Ion 2 Light, Nova introduces a 20% lighter
version of the low-level B EN-wing Ion 2. The differences
are: lighter fabric, narrower risers, revised internals with
smaller vector bands and more crossports, unsheathed
lines on the upper gallery level and slightly thinner Nylon
rods on the leading edge. Everything else stayed pretty
much the same – especially concerning the positioning
of the Ion 2 Light:
As a lighter version of the Ion 2 and younger brother
to the Mentor 2, the Ion 2 Light is a real mile-muncher
too. Just like them, it combines high passive safety with
high real-life performance and the comforting feeling of
absolute confidence.
When Nova introduced the Ion 2 as the little brother
of the successful Mentor 2, the Austrians boasted that
this wing, which is fully suitable for instruction, would
also be suitable to complete a 200km FAI triangle.
This claim was proven when Austrians Werner Luidolt
(224km) and Bernhard Plasser (203km) both did it!
Bernhard Plasser is currently ranked 7th worldwide in
the Standard Class of [www.XContest.org].
As the lightweight version of the Ion 2, the Ion 2
Light performs just as well, possibly slightly better due
October | November 2012

Skywalk presents the Tonka, a 15m² projectile with EN certification,
constructed specifically to meet the demands of the September 2012 event
of Red Bull Dolomite Man.
Along with a small surface area (projected only 14.6m²) and the
correspondingly high trim speed, this wing impresses with a sensationally
small packing size and excellent launch performance.
The rigid foil in the leading edge and three-line concept of the Skywalk
Tonka derive directly from Skywalks Mountain glider Arriba2.
The Tonka 15 covers a wide certified take-off weight range (EN-D) from
65 to105kg. Despite
the small surface area,
the Tonka is playfully
light in thermals and
rewards pilots with
very reactive handling.
Pilots searching
for a very light, small
and quick companion
with EN certification
for the mountains
or coastal soaring in
stronger conditions
should contact Sky
Sport Sydney <ralf@
skysp o r t s ydn ey.
com> or mobile
0466 566288 for a
test flight with this
new mini wing from
Skywalk.
More information
is available at [www.
Tonka 15
skywalk.info].
Ralf Gittfried,
Sky Sport Sydney

to narrower risers and unsheathed lines on the upper gallery. Handling and
flight feel nearly identical. Differences are noticable during launch: The canopy
inflates and rises more easily due to its lower weight. Collapses and re-openings
both happen less impulsively because of the lighter fabric – a behaviour, which
can be observed on all lightweight versions of existing wings.
The biggest differences, compared to the normal version of the Ion 2, are
the weight and pack size. The weight of the Ion 2 Light size M weighs only 4.8kg
instead of 6.1kg (20% less).
Nova did not want to slim down the wing too radically: ‘no compromise on
durability’ was the motto, thus Nova provide a full warranty for the Ion 2 Light.
Nova’s MD, Wolfi Lechner, says the normal version is manufactured mainly
for instruction and for pilots who prefer to take lifts and cable cars. The Ion
2 Light instead appeals to people who prefer to travel light and enjoy walking
up too. Especially alpinists will fall in love with the new Ion 2 Light – not only
the weight and pack size, but also the uncomplicated launch characteristics
are convincing.
‘Thermik’ magazine tested the Ion 2 in its August edition and thoroughly
positive results confirm Nova’s claims. Certification of the Ion 2 Light for all
the five sizes (EN B) is completed. In addition to choosing from two standard
designs, pilots can design their own colour combination with the help of the
colour configurator on the Nova website (surcharge is €150). The wing is
being delivered to flying schools now and will soon be available for test flights.
Further information via [www.nova-wings.com].
Till & the Nova Team
October | November 2012
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Super Race
Brazil

Coconuts,
Caipirinhas
& Cumulus

Curt Warren above take-off

Jonas Lobitz
Photo: Curt Warren

…not to mention some of the best flying of my life made up
the two surreal weeks of our hang gliding trip to Brazil. And
a perfect chance to get in some well needed training before
the Worlds Championships in Forbes early next year.
by Jonas Lobitz

Jonas Lobitz

I

'd heard many good things about this place:
the best flying, the best girls and the craziest
parties – and sure enough none disappointed!
I'll never forget the first day when Curt, Conrad, Dave
and I dove in head first from 1000ft straight at the
heart of Brasilia, Brazil's inaugurated capital, attached
to our hang gliders (after flying an easy 70km from the
take-off north of the city). We had to negotiate around
the stacks of high rises to eventually land several
hundred metres from our hotel. How can you beat that?
Dave May over Government House, Brasilia
Curt Warren coming into goal at Brasilia
20 SKYSAILOR
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Super Race
Brazil

Photo: Curt Warren

We were treated with seven out of seven competition days to follow after this
practice day flight. As a result, I finally got to experience the true meaning behind
‘Super Race’ (the name of this competition) arguably the best competition racing in
a hang glider one can experience.
Our own Curt Warren claimed first, ahead of second place, André Wolf – Brazilian
Champion. Fingers crossed the 2015 Worlds to be held here!

Esplanade goal!

Photo: Dave May

Photo: Curt Warren
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Dave May high over take-off at the Super Race, Brazil
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The XCFiles

Tips and tuition for paragliding
and hang gliding pilots – from
beginner to expert, there’s something for everyone.
from Cross Country magazine [www.xcmag.com]

Back

Over the

E

ach autumn season the Himalayan Kangra Valley presents excellent conditions
to fly. For several years now the flying site of Bir/Billing has welcomed more
and more pilots, who come from all over the world. They often want a taste
of the high mountain flying possible at this time in this part of the globe.
Jumping into ‘The Back’ (the area behind the main mountain range which is great to
fly, but can be quite ferocious territory on the ground) is now something quite current.
Some very good days with high cloudbase will give you the choice to challenge yourself
with a flight close to the 5000m peaks and cliffs. After an epic time at high altitude,
if the line of cloud out the front has not risen, you can come back to civilisation and
share your adventures in one of the numerous chai shops in the Tibetan colony of Bir.
Unfortunately, a lot of these pilots – often inexperienced in mountaineering –
find themselves stuck somewhere without any system of communication, without
adequate equipment, far from the Indian telephone network and with bears and snow
leopards as neighbours. Over the past 10 years four pilots have disappeared and never
come back. It is important to understand this terrain is mainly over 3000m, even in the
bottom of the valleys.
Many others have run into trouble and return after three to five days, having
survived very difficult conditions, and whilst they’ve been gone the local community
has been thrown into disarray. When a pilot doesn’t return after one day, the absence
is noted without raising much alarm yet. After two days, word spreads and people
concern mounts for the missing pilot. By day three people start to ask what they can
do and begin to organise a rescue with their limited options. To call for a helicopter
costs a significant amount of money, it takes time to organise and, once agreed, will
take about two days to arrive. Often it then has to carry out a search operation with
no idea of where the pilot may – this is extremely difficult.

26 SKYSAILOR

Sebastian Benz
Photo: Dominik Dusek
Photo: John Chapman

Antoine Laurens has some advice for
pilots heading into remote terrain…
A typical past scenario was that a pilot returning from an accident would be found
and helped by a villager. He would often be tired, thirsty and covered in heavy snow.
The news that he had been found would slowly reach the other side of the mountain
where his friends could relax and rescue attempts could be called off.
Billing is a sensitive site – authorisation to fly has not always been easy to get.
As I said, four pilots have not returned from ‘The Back’. If there are too many incidents
like these, the site will be closed by authorities. Because I have taken part in various
rescues and also I believe that flying is a big part of these mountains, I want to help
educate others on the essential safety equipment that any pilot should consider
themselves obliged to carry.

Warm Hands

The cold weather is the primary element you will have to fight. Very efficient gloves
and/or hand warmers are a necessity. Hand warmers stay warm for around four hours.
These are essential as it is important to be comfortable and warm if you want to be
aware, alert and confident to make clear and safe decisions.

Water

For hydration during flight and if you land somewhere without snow, water to either
drink or cook with is required. I suggest three litres is an adequate amount to carry.

Food

Take something easy to carry and prepare but also highly nutritious: nuts, almond
paste, nougat, dried fruit, soup mixture, tea. There is nothing better than warm food.

October | November 2012

A First Aid Kit

All of the basics included in a standard kit. Personally, I pack this into my cooking pot.

Sleeping Gear

A sleeping bag and inflatable mattress are essential. They easily replace the back
protection in your harness and will give you a comfortable night if you wrap your canopy
around you like a tent.

Communications

The most important part of this kit concerns the geo localisation and/or communication.
Examples include the satellite phone, which is the best option, although unfortunately
this is not allowed in India. The second option is to carry a GPS tracking device (a good
example is the Spot). This device will not only give your friends the ability to locate your
position, but will also allow you to send an SMS or a mail (‘OK’ or ‘HELP’) via satellite to
your chosen friend.

Multi-tool And Rope

Recently, I experienced an incident where one of my students had thrown his reserve
and ended up hanging between two trees at over 2500m. Everyone knows the technique
of using your reserve to climb down if caught in a tree, however, this option was not
available to him. After I located him and landed nearby, I was able to bring him down after
assisting him for over an hour. Two things became very clear to me after this incident:
You need a good multi-tool (a Leatherman is a good example) to help cut lines and
unscrew carabiners, and secondly a 10m length of static rope (ideally 8mm diameter).
I am keen to protect everyone’s right to fly at Bir/Billing and want to help every pilot
who flies there to stay safe and not jeopardise access to one of the most beautiful flying
sites in the world.

Antoine Laurens [airzone-parapente.fr] guides in Bir/Billing. In 2010 he was a
member of the Himalayan Odyssey, which completed a 1200km vol bivouac through
the Himalaya.
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A Moment in Time
It started about 20 years ago, jumping from sand dunes on the
south coast of Victoria – the ‘thrill to fly’. The only problem was back
in those days f hang gliders lew like bricks and were a bit scary.
by Jamie Allen

L

essons consisted of several quick flights from low sand dunes, followed, if you
were game, by launches from sheer cliffs near Anglesea. Back then launching from
such cliffs with little or no theory, not to mention flight experience, was enough
to cease the ‘thrill to fly in my case.
The thrill to fly, however, never died. The desire to hang glide remained buried as a
memory – until recently.
While chatting to a hang glider pilot about to launch at Victoria’s Aireys Inlet, it
became apparent that, unlike in the old days, hang gliding was now regulated and
proper training and registration was required.
With this knowledge, the excitement to once again consumed me. Research
on the internet revealed all the information related to the regulations and training
requirements for hang gliding.
Choosing a flight school was an important decision, but internet research made
it very easy. Website information, YouTube videos and testimonials made my choice
very clear about which training school to attend. Dynamic Flight, located in Trawalla,
Victoria, was my preferred choice, given their location, facilities and course structure.
The Chief Flight Instructor at Dynamic Flight, Rohan Holtkamp, is well known
in the hang gliding fraternity – his reputation and current world ranking gave me
overwhelming confidence, the kind of confidence and reassurance required to get
through a nine-day course alive and successful.
Once enrolled in the next upcoming training course, my pre-course reading material
arrived in the post, consisting of the HGFA Operations Manual, a textbook on hang
gliding and a workbook to be completed if possible prior to the course.
The following weeks my life were consumed with reading and cross-referencing
all the material to complete the workbook as much as possible prior to attending the
course. While I often became confused, lost some sleep, it eventually all fell into place
throughout the course.
Armed with a heap of new knowledge and experience from 20 years ago, the big
day arrived. Any initial confidence bestowed within soon disappeared when I talked
with four other hopeful students all of whom had past flying experience in one form
or another.

The course at Dynamic Flight is conducted over nine
days and includes very good accommodation and cooking
facilities – all important factors for developing good
relationships with other student pilots.
To gain a greater understanding of the course,
a visit to Dynamic Fight’s website is a must [www.
dynamicflight.com.au/].
The following nine days consisted of both theory
and practical components each day. What came first
Depended on the weather: If the wind was right, the
practical came first, followed by the theory, and vice
versa. However, there were days while completing the
practical, I wished I was doing theory, but more about
that later!
The first few days provided the basics of hang glider
knowledge, groundhandling and training flights. The
training flights were conducted on a gentle hill, capable
of testing your physical skills especially if your practical
skills were lacking. Some students, such as myself,
completed more training flights than others due to poor
practical skills.
From there the real flying commenced. Attached to
a special harness, low flights were achieved by towing
behind a vehicle – a safe way of achieving height, later
even up to 1000ft or so. (My first flight at altitude was
when I wished to be back in the theory lesson.) Of course
none of this was achievable without the very keen eye of
Rohan, our Chief Flight Instructor.
Rohan has a very keen eye for detail. He can anticipate
things before they happen and see things no one else
sees, two examples that come to mind are ‘stiff elbows’
of pilots from one kilometre away and thermals – he
could spot approaching thermals and wind gusts well
before they arrived which had us scratching our heads!
After several days of successful towing flights and
everyone passing their theory exams, it was time to
head for the hills and test our newly found flying skills.
The weather and wind were kind over the next few
days, allowing us to complete ridgesoaring flights from
three locations: Gordon, Mt Hollowback and Ben Moore –
all within easy driving distance from the flight school.
Again, the initial flight at Ben Moore had me wishing
I was back doing theory, but with a little encouragement
from Rohan and the other students I was fine.

Photos:Richard Suter
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To describe the first high altitude flight is very hard,
there are many emotions, some of joy, some fear and
some of great achievement, especially once you’re back
on the ground.
Once we all passed our nine-day adventure, the real
challenge begins. To continue flying, we must join a hang
gliding club affiliated with the HGFA to ensure any further
flights are under the watchful eye of a Safety Officer. I
joined the Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club in Geelong.
The Dynasoarers cater for both hang glider and
paraglider pilots and have a strong membership,
many members have been flying for years with many
thousands of flying hours under their belt.
All was in place to continue my dream to
fly, the only problem was the wind. The wind
on the south coast always blows from the
north during winter with the exception of a
few odd days; but a south, south-easterly or
westerly wind is required for coastal sites,
and more often than not even if the wind is
right the tide is wrong.
Several months had gone by since I
completed the course in late March without a
real flight. I have, however, experienced many
enjoyable social occasions with Dynasoarers
and had a few beach launches, all of which
was great fun and added experience.
“It’s on!” – a text arrives on my mobile
phone from Rob van der Klooster, the
Dynasoarers’ Safety Officer. This meant
conditions were perfect for a fly. I immediately
loaded my Airborne Fun 190 onto the car and
felt my heart pounding – not sure if from
excitement or fear.
Arriving at the Moggs Creek (Spion)
site, conditions were perfect: a low tide, a
15kt south-westerly wind and several keen
members of the Dynasoarers to assist. I had
been waiting for over 20 years for this moment
– to fly over the Great Ocean Road, wow!
With a shaky assisted take off, there it
was: the Great Ocean Road well beneath me –
the best view ever! It was great – no, it was
fantastic. If I was never to fly again, it wouldn’t
matter – that moment is mine forever.

Many thanks to Rohan and Sandra Holtkamp of
Dynamic Flight, Rob van der Klooster, Peter Hannah,
and John Bremmer from the Dynasoarers for making my
dream to fly come true.
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Company Profile:

The Valic Brothers

How did you both start paragliding?

As kids we dreamt of flying and built remote control
models. Later we started to fly sailplanes when we were
16. While we loved to soar in sailplanes, we dreamt of
being free of all restrictions. Chasing this dream led us to
paragliding – the only flying sport that represents real
freedom in the sky for us. Since then we have become
known for our competition results and set some World
records in the sport.

What inspired you to start your own
paragliding company?

Paragliding began as something we did in combination
with hiking, flying and other adventure sports. It grew
to become such a large part of our lives that it seemed
a natural move to start sharing out skills, ideas and
experiences as test and competition pilots through
manufacturing our own gliders.
Our philosophy is very simple: We have been inspired
by paragliding and now we would like to be inspired by
our customers. We want to make paragliders that make
people smile.

Many manufacturers create a wide range of
wings for cross-country, speed flying, acro and so
on. What is the focus for Triple 7’s gliders?

We want to design for all people who want to fly, but
we are more focused on cross-country flying wings,
because that is our passion.

The ENB Rook is your first wing. Can you describe
your aspirations for this glider?

We are very proud of the Rook. It is an XC focused glider
using the latest competition class technology on an ENB.
The most important characteristic of this glider is its
climbing and turning ability. It turns very flat in weak
lift and easily stays within strong cores. You can fly the
Rook without worries on its full speed range making it
very good for long XC flights. We hope that everyone
lands safely and smiles like we do when we fly the Rook.

The Rook has already been successful in
competition. Can you describe the process Triple
7 went through when developing the new wing?

It starts with the purpose and technical goals of a
glider. Afterwards, we make countless small changes
to prototypes while carefully testing the gliders and
feeding this information back into the design process
to produce new prototypes. This sequence of design,
modify, test, re-design and test again continues until
we achieve a result we are happy with. At this stage,
paying attention to small details in design and creation
of prototypes is really important, until finally, the glider
is ready for production.
We constantly search for new solutions and better
results and work closely with software developers we
have been working for over five years. Almost every
month there is a new feature added according to the
designer’s suggestions, which makes work easier and
enables more complex operations.

Triple 7 gliders are manufactured near our company
in Europe because we want to ensure high quality
production and product control of our prototypes and
finished gliders.

What prototypes are you working on right now
and when will they be ready?

Founded in 2011, Triple Seven is currently the newest brand on the paragliding scene, founded
by brothers Aljaž and Urban Valicˇ from Slovenia, made famous by their competition results
and World records set over the years. I caught up with the brothers to ask them about who
they are, what their aspirations are for Triple 7 and to share the experience of starting a new
paragliding company.

We are working on our future competition class wing,
the King, and our future high end ENC, the Queen.
The King is in its third prototype and we’re working
to have great climb, glide and safety, not just extreme
performance in one aspect, but good in all conditions as
a package. We will not release the glider until we’re sure
it is a successful top-performing wing.
We are very happy with our first prototype of the
Queen and hope to release it at the beginning of the
2013 European flying season.

by Matthew Cage

Photos: Courtesy Matthew Cage and Triple 7

More details in the News under ‘New Products’.
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Flinders Ranges

Wilpena Pound
It was Tuesday night on 26 June. Rain was pattering on the tin
roof of my bungalow. It had been raining for some time…
by Boris Marold

‘I want to fly the Flinders Ranges, I just

want to be out in the open, in the wilderness
country and get away for a few days.’

F

lying allows us to experience what few in this world can see
first hand. Over the years, I feel ever more privileged to be
able to do this wonderful sport.
It has taken considerable effort to get to where I’m at, but to say I have found
a sweet spot within myself would be true. It’s not that I’m ever blasé about flying
– in one instant it could all go horribly wrong, there is plenty of testament to
that. I wrestle for a short time on going for a 500km drive on a whim.
I check the forecast and it says a front is coming through the Bight and
winds and rain are in its path. I check the forecast winds and also ring up BOM
to get an idea on local weather for the Flinders Ranges. Wednesday seems most
promising, with fog in the valleys and clearing to cloudbase a grand over Wilpena
Pound with a light easterly.
I quickly put everything on charge, cameras, GPS, vario, and pack my things.
It’s about a five-hour drive to get there and then to try and find a spot to take
off from. It’s going to be tight, so I wake at 4am and am on the road by 5am.
Driving up from Mt Barker through Gawler and through the Riverina landscape
was very picturesque. Solitary ruins – forgotten memories of yesteryear, crows
sitting on tops of frosty fence posts, big gums standing stoically in the still
dawn air – all paint a picture of Australia. The landscape opens up more and more
as I drive north and I stop at Burra for a refuel and coffee.
As I keep driving, for the first time in this part of the country I spy larger hills
in the distant haze, and within an hour they are looming larger, covered in cloud.
I arrive at Hawker and see a sign for tourist flights over Wilpena, so I make
myself known to the duty pilot and tell him of my plans. He directs me to drive up
another 50km to Wilpena Pound airstrip and talk to the guys there. He will radio
them and let them know of my intentions.
Time is moving on and its 11:45am. I still need to drive 50km, set up and
get going, as I was hoping to find a few thermals bubbling up the Eastern faces.
The sun wasn’t out up here yet, morning cloud cover was still hanging
around, but there where a few gaps opening up and I had my fingers crossed.
My excitement level escalated and as I past these rugged peaks towering
out of the landscape the pre-flight nerves started to build, you know the ones,
mixture of adrenaline (especially on a new site), anticipation, hope,…
The local bush pilots where ferrying grey nomads over the Pound and I waited
till an aircraft came back. I sat there in the carpark, looking at the clock, 12:30pm
and waiting.
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Finally my ears strain to hear the noise of an aircraft in the distance and soon it deposited
another load of camera wielding tourists. The pilot greets me with reserve and after I do my
HGFA preamble and tell him of my flight plan, he lets me take off from the airstrip.
As I set up, the clouds finally cleared the highest peak and my hopes rose with it, ‘You
Beauty!’ I thought.
At 13:15 I was ready to go. A very light two to three knots were wafting across the
strip at 45 degrees, so I thought, ‘I better not make this look too inelegant in front of the
onlookers.’ I waited patiently for a stronger puff, fired the boiler and ran it out until the wing
was well and truly flying. The temptation to nose up because of the thrust pushing you from
behind can quickly result in a stalled wing, and in a Litespeed that isn’t going to look pretty.
Well, the rest is now just memories.
The range was about five kilometres away and as I climbed up toward them in calm
conditions, I started to feel the air rising more and I throttled back. I was well rugged up as
ground temperature was only about 12ºC and I still needed to get close to cloudbase to get
a decent view inside the Pound.
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My efforts were well rewarded and watching the rugged cliffs and jagged
pieces of rock glide past only 200 to 300m away was pretty impressive. The result
was a two hour flight, half of that with the engine off. Mellow thermals were
wafting their way up the faces of the Range and at times I was achieving 600ft/
min without the harness weight/fuel and extra drag that would equate to around
750ft/min free flying. My average was 350ft/min. Not bad for the middle of a
freezing cold winter.
A Wedgie came by to check me out and started hassling me, so I powered up
again and it kept its distance. I had two eagle strikes at Dalby comp and I just didn’t
want my wing trashed anymore.
It got better and better as cloud cover dispersed by late afternoon and the
Range was in full splendor. I landed; topped up some fuel and told the pilots I was
off for a sunset flight and to keep a look out, as I’m hard to see if not turning.
This was magic. I took off at 4:30pm in the shadows and climbed out to 3000ft
before switching off. The rocks were oozing thermals everywhere and the air was
very buoyant. I kept close to the range and the glider rose steadily at around
150ft/min.
The sun’s last rays where now on the other side of the Pound and that side was
producing thermals. As a result I could fly on either side, a few hundred metres off
the peaks, and still be going up.
There was hardly any wind drift and finally, after venturing out into tiger
country at 4500ft and my glide showing 8 to 1, I turned around on final glide back
to the airstrip.
The sun had just set and the photos were awesome. I wanted to savour this
moment forever, so with full rope and best glide, I silently wafted over deep gorges
and valleys and watched the shadows lengthen as Earth prepared for sleep. The
glider seemed to be hanging silently in space. Out past the Ranges it went into
infinity. The vast flatlands of Australia opened up before me and I felt quote
emotional. What an experience! What a privilege to be ‘in the moment’.
The bush pilots had all landed and where packing up as I arrived with 1000ft
off the deck. It was hard to get down. I finally succumbed to letting more rope off
and descending quicker for my approach to landing. This time the chief pilot was
out there with his camera and two other pilots waiting for this contraption to land.

*	I have written a full training manual over and above the basic one which was
adopted by HGFA some years back which may have got lost. Contact me on
<borismarold@dodo.com.au> for more information.
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I did some steep turns to lose height and set up on aircraft approach with downwind/
base/final just to look more familiar for them – I didn’t want to scare them with any
‘unorthodoxy’.
The windsock was limp, I had to choose to come in hot and flare hard, or – since a power
pack flare can result in a smashed prop – to go cool onto the hard gravel in a combined
skid-in-flare approach, which did the trick nicely.
I recommend this for nil-wind if you are sure you’re not going to jag your foot on a rock
in the process – your kite will live another day longer.
Questions abounded once I landed, and comments like ‘Mate, we could hardly see you’,
‘Took you ages to come down,’ to ‘You won’t get me in one of those,’ to which I replied,
‘Well, it depends how desperate you are to fly like a bird.’ When I started telling them of
experiences with Wedgies and how we fly in gaggles in competitions they looked at me a
bit quizzically and probably thought, ‘This guy is a bit left of centre.’
The remainder of the trip was a meandering through the outback, driving through the
very landscape I had flown over. It felt so different and a real earth/sky connection was
experienced. Like one had zoomed in on Google Earth.
Life is all about perspective and experiences and that trip certainly gave both, and not
just in the physical. I encourage anyone who has not tried to add a power pack to your
arsenal to go out and crunch the numbers. Many pilots who buy a powered harness can be
a bit blasé, ‘Oh, this will be easy, it’s just a motor attached. I’m a good pilot, what could
go wrong?’
Quite a few things can, actually, and many things take getting used to, like your CG
being moved by around six to eight inches in flight – meaning you’re further through the
A-frame. This catches a lot of people out, and ground loops and not enough authority
result in frayed nerves and a cheap sale on a harness. Be realistic and informed* – and
enjoy the results.
The Flinders would be a great place for the powered hang gliding or aero-towing
fraternity to hang out. Best time to do this would be spring, before the flies get too bad, I
would imagine. I’m keen on my next spur of the moment adventure. Dream on!
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Grant Heaney

Canungra Classic 1996 – 13/10/96 – Main Grade Open – Pilot Score Summary

Grant Heaney is considered one of Australia’s most consistent hang gliding pilots. He has
been flying since the ’80s as a free flyer, instructor and a competition pilot. What is most
fascinating about him, and something that is similar to many great pilots, is that his passion
for the sport is still so strong after all these years. Reading his thought-provoking and honest
take on his career in hang gliding is very inspiring and often times downright funny!
by Kathryn O’Riordan

How long have you been flying hang gliders?

More than 25 years, but it seems just like yesterday, I
can remember everything.

Who taught you to fly?

I did two days training with Wesley Hill in Ballarat,
Victoria, with the RMIT uni hang gliding club. Funny thing
is, I never attended RMIT, but knew people who did and
just bluffed my way in. It cost $50. Unfortunately most
of the time it rained, so I just went and bought a Moyes
Mars and my girlfriend at the time taught me – I was
lucky I survived as she didn’t even know what a hang
glider was! Those were the days… Five years later, after
many hours and a couple of gliders, I learnt how to land
….we bought uprights in six packs in those days.

You were persistent! Why were you so attracted
to the sport?

Anything associated with team sports and ball games
I was exceptionally un-expert at. Like many in hang
gliding I was good at remote control planes and gliders
when I was young.
I used to talk to the hang gliding sky gods on the
slope soaring hill (Gary Hickson and Bruce Atkinson near
Ballarat) who told me anyone can do it. The idea that you
could just take your glider to a hill, launch and stay up
all day just got me in. It was always a bonus to be going
home with no broken glider or human parts – some days
there were no bonuses.
I had a great bunch to learn with and from, Rohan
Holtkamp, Col Bailey, Alan Beavis and many more.

When did you and your wife Tove
start your hang gliding school?

Soon after we were married in Norway our first place
to start our new life together was in the Canberra
region. As hang gliding was our passion, we decided
that a school would be the next logical progression.

We lived and breathed hang gliding.
Tove was the main driving force and
CFI for the school, I basically helped
out when I could and went flying.
In the beginning, Tove spent much
time away at other schools learning
the ropes, being tested and gaining
the confidence of the overseeing
instructors (could this little blonde
Norwegian girl really do it?).
It was sometime in the early
’90s that we ended up with our own
property, airstrip, hangar and where
we built a home. We were flat out at
that time, teaching, running tours and comps, or should
I say Tove was flat out, I had a full time job and squeezed
in as much flying as I could. Oh, and we added a couple
of kids along the way just to keep us amused in our
spare time.

Where do you fly mostly now?

Now we live in the flatlands at Tocumwal, we car tow,
aero tow and launch off hills about two hours away.
We fly throughout the year and 100km flights are not
uncommon in winter. We can land in a paddock next to
our house, grab the boat and off for a wake board, this
is perfect for us.
Since he was 11, our son Thorry has been towing us
up, he is now 19 and has been able to pick us up when
we fly XC for the last couple of years; ha ha, we have to
pay him now though.

Could you take a guess at how many hours you
have in the air?

I probably have about 4000 hours. hang gliding. I also fly
both trikes and Dragonfly as a tug pilot and about 400
hours. in sailplanes both XC and instructing.
In a hang glider I’ve flown many flights over 200km
and over 300km a few times. In a sailplane I flew an FAI
triangle over 1000km once, that was fun – it took about
10 hours. Cross-country hang gliding is 10 times more
skillful than sailplane XC. You may not fly as far in a HG
but you make many more critical decisions.

Have you been competing for 25 years also?

I’ve been competing since about 1987, it’s the
anticipation and excitement of making goal that keeps
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Pilot Profile:

Place Pilot

Round 1

Round 2

Round 3

Round 4

Round 5

Round 6

Total

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

868
833
898
890
631
1000
640
936
910
631
842
619
611
819
565
809
545
466
924
408

16
28
27
30
16
16
16
15
30
32
30
30
18
16
26
30
25
8
18
28

907
907
756
780
832
764
794
814
855
829
603
587
794
794
712
448
832
764
661
531

294
219
373
124
289
112
258
355
117
294
112
289
117
58
281
361
229
276
58
258

934
928
1000
955
908
966
945
620
620
699
510
636
653
375
287
341
334
604
210
617

753
786
587
730
784
587
753
610
719
661
754
677
587
610
730
587
562
326
560
560

3772
3701
3641
3509
3460
3445
3406
3350
3251
3146
2851
2838
2780
2672
2601
2576
2527
2444
2431
2402

Heaney Grant
Holtkamp Rohan
Duncan Rick
Tulloch Geoff
Bertok Atilla
Cooper Drew
Gilmour Steve
Blenkinsop Steve
Atkinson Andrew
Newland Mark
Jackson Mike
Pritchard Phil
Coomber Kraig
Strickland John
Adams Dave
Macleod Glen
Osborne Mal
Bull Neva
Durand Jon Snr
Redman Dave

Results from [www.triptera.com.au/Canungra/Classic96/Mainscro.html?]

the calibre of pilots we have now in Australia it is very
difficult to qualify, those that do, deserve it. You need to
be dedicated, focused, consistent and skilled; luck plays
no part at this level.
you hooked. Gliding into goal full speed, thinking I hope
the beer is cold when I get there.

How many times have you been
Australian Champion?

Been the champ once after winning the Canungra Classic
in 1996, I remember Blenky and Ricky Duncan weren’t
that happy about it at the time.
That was the first time I’d been to Canungra and I
won some prize money as well, funny thing is that those
that bet on me winning won more money than myself in
the Calcutta. (Jonny was in nappies then).
So Canungra and the rest of the comps for that
season allowed me to be the champ.

Is it right that one year you and Tove,
your wife were both Australian Champions
in the same year… What year?

That must have been the summer of ’96/97. Yep that
was funny, the papers got hold of it, came and did an
interview at our flight park and dubbed us the Love
Birds. Tove is still flying very well, she’s been known to
beat me on more than one occasion, but we won’t talk
about that now.

That’s so cute! And I hear you are both trying
to get on the Australian team for World
Championships in Forbes, NSW, this year?
What are your chances?

Ha, I’m just out of the top five at the moment with one
more comp to go at Canungra which scores for the team
selection. It’s like this: If I win the comp and everyone
else turns up and bombs every day I’ll get in. It’s not
that bad, but it is tough. With this small team of five and
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Have you ever competed at
a World Championships?

I’ve been in three World championships, Forbes, Hay and
Monte Cucco (the first one) in Italy, it gets a bit serious
at these big comps, but they are an experience not to
be missed. There are a lot of distraction and pressures
that need to be managed, you need to be focussed on
the task at hand and block out all the bull…t that goes
on. People go crazy when they’re competing for a plastic
trophy (that’s a joke).
Tove and I have been privileged to be on the Australian
team together a couple of times, which was great.

What motivates you to keep flying after
all these years?

Every time we fly it is a competition to get the highest,
farthest or fastest. Yesterday Tove won all three aspects
and kicked my ass, I’m going to make sure that doesn’t
happen again. (Stop press, just had a blinder since I
wrote this and all good now I beat her good and proper).
All pilots who join us for a fly are encouraged to help
each other on the radio to get the best out of the day.
I think the camaraderie in the air is a big part of what
keeps me going. Frankly it doesn’t matter who’s best on
the day as long as it’s me.

Do you have any role models in the sport?

For me it’s the younger guys coming up. That may sound
strange, I know, but they show me confidence and a
hunger to learn, they have pushed me to fly better now
than I ever have.

You must have flown many places all over the
world – which one stands out as a favourite?
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One of the places
that stick in my
mind is the Owens
Valley in California
during 1989. I
lived there for a
month in a tent
and flew nearly
every day. We
flew between
15,000 and 19,000ft. most days, one day soaring to
21,500ft with cumulus still forming way above.
Oh, and that’s where I met Tove, was it the flying or
meeting Tove that makes this place stand out? Was I
hypoxic at the time?

What hang glider do you fly now?

Currently I am in a Moyes Litespeed RX 3.5

With so much experience and so many hours in the
air, what makes you pick that glider over another?

I had been flying a Lite-speed 3.5 S for quite a few
years and doing quite well at the major comps here
in Australia. Then for our summer season just gone
2011/12 I bought a Litespeed RS 3.5 and immediately
found it a much floatier glider. Combined with a more
sustainable top end I was again able to do quite well
at the comps including the pre-worlds at Forbes. It’s a
good glider, no doubt about it; however, I now know I
was never really dialled into the RS after flying the RX.
I now have a Litespeed RX 3.5 and I am loving it, in
fact the first flight finished with me asking to take one
back home. Tove and I now have one each, hers an RX 3.
What I found was a much more controllable glider in
rough air which gave me a greater confidence to slow
down enabling easier thermal centring.
The first flight from home saw a distance of over
150km via a car tow launch in rough moderate lift.
Subsequent flights have been in a variety of conditions

including very light thermic with great results being able
to stay top of the stack.
What I found was that I could slow the glider in lift
without having to high side so much while still having
great control, this glider has slightly less wing span than
the RS and it shows in the controllability aspect.
The flare window seems to be huge.
At high speed the bar feels solid without being
overpowering enabling sustained high speeds between
thermals. For me the VG has 2 settings off and full on,
that’s how controllable the glider is, but it does have
very good handling throughout the VG range.
Where I fly we aero tow, car tow and launch from
hills, the glider tracks straight in all launch modes, yes
I’ve done a bit of flying in my years but this is definitely
how a glider should evolve to be.

What are your long-term dreams and goals
for hang gliding?

Mmm, I’ve seen the best and very worst that hang gliding
can dish out, it can be cruel in the worst way if you don’t
respect it. We need to ensure that hang gliding is as
safe as it can be both in the competition scene and free
flying.

What’s your favourite thing about hang gliding?

What sort of question is this, it’s all good, even the bad
parts are good as they make the good parts better… I
don’t know, its hang gliding, I can’t do anything else…
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Mt Hotham

Winter
Flying

Many trike pilots go into hibernation when the Victorian
winter sets in. I remember the words of a fellow pilot whilst
I was in training for my microlight license. “Flying during
winter can be some of the best flying you will ever experience.”
He would go on to say, “Sure it can be cold! However, all you
have to do is dress appropriately.”
by Tony Batson

T

he Southern Microlight Club had organised a fly-in at Locksley on the last weekend of June. There was talk
of attempting to fly over some of the nearby snowfields near Mansfield. Yet, as seems to be the trend since
the drought broke last year, every time we plan a club event, the weather gods decide to spoil our fun. Thus
the fly-in was abandoned.
Checking out the seven-day forecast for the following weekend showed some promise. A large, slow high was
moving over Western Australia and was forecast to sit over Victoria for Friday, Saturday and Sunday of the first week
of July. The first full weekend of winter with no rain, lots of sun and extremely calm northerly winds! However, 13ºC
was the highest forecast temperature and overnight temperatures were set to drop down to -5ºC in Central Victoria
with severe frost warnings. Perfect! If you’re going to fly in winter, all you need to do is dress appropriately.
So it was with some surprise and delight when I got a phone call from John Brent from Latrobe Valley (a fellow
hangar comrade) during the week, telling me he was planning to fly to Wangaratta that weekend and was looking
for someone to come along. After a quick response in the positive, I enquired about his planned route to start my own
flight planning. On Friday, John sent an SMS message, “Don’t forget your thermals.” I smiled, since I had just ‘ducked’
out at lunch time during work to purchase a brand new set.
I arrived at the hangar in Latrobe at 8am after an hour’s drive from outer Melbourne. John, being a local, had
packed his trike the night before and looked ready to go – he was still tucked up in bed. It was a cold morning and the
traditional valley fog was as thick as the proverbial pea soup. We knew it would be out there delaying our departure,
so we took it in our stride. John finally arrived when I was almost packed and ready to go. We looked outside and the
windsock could be seen at the end of runway 21. “Great! It’s clearing.” It was now 10 o’clock, our planned departure
time. Having recently lost my GPS connection during a flight to Bairnsdale over the Queens Birthday long weekend, I
checked and rechecked my paper maps to ensure my flight plan was correct and matched all my GPS data. At 10:15am
the windsock had disappeared back into the fog. “What the…?” It was time for another cup of coffee.
We heard that Reg Thaggard was at Dixon Creek private airfield waiting to take a student on a cross-country
flight training assessment to Locksley airfield. Dixon Creek was our planned first stop, so we phoned him to get a
weather update. “Clear, no wind and perfect flying conditions.” He said he would wait until we got there to say hello.
By 10:45am the fog started to clear again. Finally we were able to leave. The problem was, everybody else was ready
to leave at the same time. We did another pre-flight check and waited our turn to depart. Just after 11am we were
finally in the air.
A quick look at the outside temperature gauge showed a reading of 8ºC at 2000ft. The thermals, the extra layers
and the flying suit ensured I was warm. On the local chat channel we spoke to some three-axis pilots flying over
French Island. They heard we were trike pilots and bragged about their cabin heaters reaching a cosy 18ºC. Ummm,
that’s not real flying anyway! (Although the idea of being able to turn a heater on right then seemed ideal.)
We flew on to Labertouche and made a north-west turn at the powerlines towards Seville. This was my first
trip north from Latrobe, so once we went over the first set of ranges, I continually searched for the emergency
landing site I hoped I never needed. Conditions were fantastic. Hoddles Creek was below and we tracked our way
towards Dixon Creek. We ventured just inside Coldstream airspace and made the calls to let them know we were in
their vicinity. As always, once the weather is good every man and is dog is up in the air. We monitored Coldstream
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frequency and listened intently to all radio calls out of
Coldstream and Lilydale. The radio chatter suggested
the air was full of potential missiles.
As we rounded Cape Horn on the edge of the valley
into Dixon Creek, a three-axis aircraft let us know he was
close by and gave us the courtesy of leaving the area. I
visually monitored his progress as he flew underneath
John at what seemed a rather close distance. I am sure
it was safe, but distances can be deceiving in the air.
Reg from Dixon Creek was on the radio and had left the
airfield. Because we left late, he could wait no longer.
We wished him well just as Dixon Creek airfield came
into sight. On the runway was a Cessna taxiing for a
local flight. We orbited nearby and watched him take off
on the short heavy grass strip. It was lovely to watch.
As we approached the airfield, the northerly wind
flowing over Castella seemed to funnel down the valley
and create washing machine conditions during final.
John landed casually, as usual, and I was forced to go
around since a long landing on a short airfield is never
ideal. Exposed once again to the rotor coming down the
valley, my flying skills were tested as I landed without
incident. The grass strip was very wet and full power
was required to taxi to a safe parking area. John and I
had an early lunch and chatted with some visitors to the
airfield. The Cessna returned and we briefly conversed
with the owner who had recently flown back from Papua
New Guinea in the aircraft – it made our little trip look
insignificant. However, I hardly cared since I was having
such a great time. Latrobe airfield to Dixon Creek was
77nm (142.6km), my air time was one hour 33 minutes.

Dixon Creek to Wangaratta

We rested for 30 minutes before heading off again. The
plan was to fly along the Melba highway and turn at the
next set of powerlines near Glenburn to track towards
Bonnie Doon. As I climbed out of Dixon Creek, the wind
funneled down the valley to create violent conditions.
Where were the forecasted calm conditions now? After
what seemed an eternity, I eventually leveled out at
the top of the hill. John, who had departed first, was
orbiting high above asking for my location. As I regained
my breath and relaxed my tense arm muscles, it took a
minute before I could answer him. Once we located each
other, we looked out over the valley towards Yea and
Alexandra and could only see the top of the surrounding
mountain ranges poking out of the low level fog. The
calm conditions and low temperature did not allow
the fog to clear out of the valley. “What a beautiful
sight!” I gazed around and realised the powerlines were
nowhere to be seen. In the distance, I could see a cutting
though the forest over the exposed mountain ranges
and realised that was where the powerlines came out
of the fog.
The fog was so thick below, we could not see the
ground. We followed the edge of the fog to the east, but
this left us exposed to having to land in trees should
we have an engine out. We decide to fly closer towards
Yea township and around the north-western edge of the
fog. We climbed up higher to 4000ft to give us better
options for an emergency landing if required. Our new
track took us further to the north-west and it was not
long before we were flying over Merton airfield. We
could see Eildon to our right and discussed flying over
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there on another trip. The temperature dropped to 2ºC,
but we both remained warm. Passing Mt Strathbogie
we soon approached Benalla airspace. We made the
obligatory radio calls to let them know we were passing
by and dropped to a warmer height of 2000ft at 7ºC.
We were headed for a private airfield, eight
kilometres south of Wangaratta. As we flew into
Wangaratta airspace, we communicated our position
and our intentions to land on a private airfield. Whilst
monitoring Wangaratta, we turned over to the chat
channel and heard the Southern Microlight Club boys

(who did not fly the previous weekend) flying a return
trip from Yarrawonga back to Locksley. We asked them
to join us, but daylight was running out and they had
to get back before last light. Farmer Wayne was also
on the radio welcoming us to his patch of Victoria. I
knew Wayne from training together at Porepunkah with
Steve Ruffels for our microlight license. He had only just
got his first trike and had it hangared at Benalla. He lit
a small hay fire to create some smoke for us and we
caught sight of the airfield in the near distance (farmer’s
paddock, graded to a flat surface) and the direction of
the very calm wind. We overflew the farmhouse and
landed safely on the short airstrip. Our distance from
Dixon airstrip was 86.4nm (160km) and airtime of one
hour 46 minutes. Total distance travelled from Latrobe
163.4nm (302.6km) and total flying time of three hours
19 minutes.
Landing was the easy bit. We could not leave the
trikes beside the airstrip as there was a danger the
cows might chew parts off the trikes overnight. We
were required to follow a small dirt track up the side of
a barbed wire fence towards the farmhouse. Watching
the fence posts, the muddy potholes and the barbed
wire proved to be a little stressful. However, once near
the farmhouse, we could relax in a fenced off enclosure.
We stripped off several layers of clothing, tied down the
trikes, put on their covers and Wayne offered us a lift to
the local garage for fuel. Local knowledge of a good fish
and chips shop also proved invaluable. Once we returned
to the farmhouse, darkness fell and the air temperature
outside lowered to zero degrees.
We checked the next day’s forecast and conditions
were going to be better than today. John suggested
that rather than tracking the same way back home, or
via Locksley, we should return to Latrobe via Mt Hotham
Heights (Mt Hotham skifields), past Mt Hotham airport,
down towards Bruthen along to Bairnsdale and back to

It's on again!

Paraglide New Zealand
January 2013

Due to the fantastic success of our 2012 N.Z. tour, we’re doing it again.
Join CFI Phil Hystek and fly the spectacular mountain and coastal
sites of our nearest neighbour.
Stunning scenery, crystal clear air and great company.

Tour 1

January 8-15, 2013 Canterbury area, Wanaka and Queenstown
Tour suitable for all pilots, but specifically low airtime pilots.

Tour 2

January 17-24, 2013. Canterbury area, Cragieburns, Wanaka
Tour suitable for all pilot skill level.
Full tour cost and details, please contact Phil at

<info@pgqld.com.au> or +61 418 155 317
Check out our 2012 tour video at <pgqld.com.au>
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Latrobe. Wow! Not what was originally planned, but how
could I refuse? Not long after dinner and a few beers we
found ourselves falling asleep in front of the log fire.

Over the Snowfields

We were both up early. Outside the frosted kitchen
window, a light fog was lifting through the rising sun.
The ground was covered in white crystals. I went to fill
the kettle with water and conditions outside were so
cold that the farmhouse taps had frozen solid. Luckily
for us farmer Wayne had anticipated this and had
filled a number of bottles before going to bed. A quick
walk outside the house showed a small wading pool
frozen over with a crust of thick ice. “Wow! That’s
cold.” John prepared some bacon and eggs and again
we checked the weather on Mt Hotham. Winds were
at 5kt and temperatures were down to zero degrees.
After breakfast we programmed our GPSs, marked out
our flight plans and were eager to depart. We decided
to wait another hour as we were unsure of any fog at
Porepunkah. My previous experience was that once
Wangaratta cleared of fog, Porepunkah generally took
another hour before clearing.
We went outside to the trikes. More frozen puddles.
The family pony in the next paddock had a small layer of
ice crystals over its back. John pulled back his wing cover
and the ice fell to the ground in large clumps. I looked
at my wing without a cover and it was covered with a
large sheet of thick ice. The covers over the pod and the
engine had worked well. I borrowed a broom and began
to sweep the ice off the wings. The sun was breaking
through and I turned my wing towards the sunlight to
help melt the remaining ice. We prepared our trikes
and were grateful for Wayne’s warm hospitality. As we
readied ourselves for departure, the boys from Locksley
rang through to say they were flying up to say hello. We
said we would stay as long as we could, but were keen
to get going once the fog had cleared at Porepunkah.
It was 10am when we decided to leave. The Locksley
boys were still 20 minutes away. I put on my layers of
clothing and decided to put on one extra thick sleeveless
jacket before leaving. We taxied down the dirt track
once again beside the barbed wire fence. Our oil finally
reached temperature and we were off – over Myrtleford
and across to Porepunkah. This leg did not take long. We
landed in my old training area and memories of the great
time I had training here flooded back. John and I thought
about Steve Ruffels and his current medical battle and
I personally thanked him in spirit for the training he
had given me to achieve trips like the one I was doing
right now. We spoke to a few fellow trike pilots on the
ground and conditions were as perfect as they could
get. Distance to here was 39.1nm (72.4km) and flight
time 44 minutes.
John had done the trip to Bruthen from Porepunkah
on a previous occasion. The reason to track to Bruthen
once over Hotham was to allow us to fly over the
valley within gliding distance of possible emergency
landing sites. The maps showed a lot of tiger country
on the way. Disconcerting to say the least. Engines
warmed, John departed first as was the norm. We
climbed aggressively as we flew out of Porepunkah. The
variometer was reading 800ft/min and I looked ahead
to see the Buckland Valley walls getting closer and
closer. Still, John seemed to be climbing steeper and I
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wished I was already at his height. Climbing continually,
the first of the mountain ridges towards Mt Hotham
passed just below me. I looked ahead only to see an
even higher mountain ridge ahead. Climbing higher, I
looked around for possible landing sites. By this time I
was over the next valley and could see Wandiligong in
the northern distance. At 3000ft I knew I could glide
back to Wandiligong if need be. Still climbing, Harrietville
was soon on my left. A long line of cloud was in front of
me. Do I go under it or over it? I decided to go over and
climbed even steeper. The air in front of the cloud mass
was rough, but I was quickly through it. John seemed
to be getting further ahead of me and soon I lost sight
of him. He radioed back, describing the sights he got on
top of the mountain. “Not long now.” I was still climbing.
Mt Feathertop was on my right and I thought briefly
about one of Victoria’s parliamentary ministers getting
rescued on the side of this mountain not too long ago.
Mt Hotham has an elevation of approximately 6100ft
ASL. As trike pilots we need to fly 1000ft AGL above
National parks. This meant John and I needed to fly at a
minimum of 7100ft. However, we wanted to have more
height over the top of the ranges to allow for greater
gliding distance to emergency landings if required. So
we decided to fly at 9500ft. As I passed Mt Feathertop,
I could see snow on the ground all around me. Not long
after I was flying to the east of Mt Hotham ski resort
(Mt Hotham Heights). We could see the village and the
small mountain road down the hill side. “What a sight!”
If you’re a trike pilot, do this trip sometime in your flying
lifetime, particularly in winter.
Feeling a little nervous, I did not spend too long over
the ski village. A quick look at the outside temperature
showed -4ºC at 9600ft. “Wow! And I am not even cold.”
In the distance, John and I could see Mt Hotham airport.
Its long tarmac scar looked very inviting, but we had
only travelled 40nm and planned to pass it by. We made
our radio calls to let others know we were in their air

space. No chatter, no noise from other pilots. How could
nobody else be here on such a fantastic day? We were on
top of the world. John and I did a big orbit near Dinner
Plains to take in all the views of the snow country. On
the tarmac was a small commercial aircraft parked near
the terminal. Over the radio, John asked if I could see the
power stations in the Latrobe Valley, I answered “No,”
thinking he must have altitude sickness. How could you
see Latrobe from here? I looked south and, unbelievably,
I could see the ocean! I could make out Bairnsdale and
found it all too remarkable. As I passed Mt Hotham
airport, I looked south-west and I too could see the
power stations. “WOW!” Could it get any better? As we
continued south, the snow disappeared and the outside
temperature rocketed to -2ºC.
We made good our track to Bruthen. To the east we
could see Omeo. Whilst still flying over tiger country,
we were high enough to reach cleared landscapes if
required. Not realising I had been a little tense, I now
relaxed to fully enjoy the moment. We remained at
9500ft whilst tracking south-east and quickly passed
Swifts Creek where we decided to start our descent
to warmer air. Bruthen was in the distance and as we
descended, temperatures again began to rocket up to
a staggering 3ºC. As we turned south-west towards
Bairnsdale still descending, I could see John in the
distance at a much lower elevation. I pulled the bar in to
lose height quickly and it seemed to take forever to get
down to 2500ft. We made our inbound calls on approach
to Bairnsdale airport and noticed little traffic for such
a great day. We landed at Bairnsdale and took time to
reflect on the recent leg of our journey. We both ate and
drank some of our supplies and knew we were close to
home. Porepunkah to Bairnsdale distance was 94.8nm
(175.5km) and a time of one hour 32 minutes.
We eagerly headed for home, hoping to be there by
4pm. The East Sale RAAF base was deactive. Normally,
we would head west homeward bound along 90 Mile
Beach, but we were keen to get home as quickly as we
could. We made track to Maffra to stay north of both
East and West Sale and made our calls once again as
we flew past. We could see Lake Glen Maggie in the
distance and knew this signalled ‘almost home’. On
approach to Latrobe Valley airport, the radio broke into
constant chatter. It seemed everybody was flying into,
out of or past Latrobe as we made our way towards the
airfield. “Ah, it’s good to be home.” We made our way
onto final and as I touched down John already had the
hangar doors open for me to drive straight in. I turned
off the engine and sat in the seat for a few minutes,
again reflecting on the trip we had just undertaken.
Bairnsdale to Latrobe added 60nm (111km) and one
hour 10 minutes.
Our total distance from Wangaratta to Latrobe via
Bairnsdale was 193.9nm (359.1km) and total airtime
two hours 26 minutes. Total distance over both days
added up to 357.3nm (661.7km) with an accumulated
flight time of six hours 45 minutes.
Thanks, John, for your guidance and company
over the trip. Thanks to farmer Wayne for your kind
hospitality. To all trike flyers: Winter flying can be the
best flying you may experience. Yes, it may be cold, but
just dress for the conditions. Don’t hibernate in winter,
get out and fly!
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Events Calendar

2012
October
2012 Hinterlands Drifter Tour
1 to 5 October

A hang gliding event created to deliver loads of fun,
instruction and airtime as we chase the good forecasts
along the eastern hinterlands (and inland) of NSW.
More info [www.warrenwindsports.com.au/events] or
& 0434 222111.

2013
January

19th FAI World HG Class 1
Championship – 7 to 17 January
Forbes, NSW. Registration and Opening Ceremony: Saturday
5/1/2013. Full practice day: Sunday 6/1. First competition
day: Monday 7/1. Last competition day: Thursday
17/1. Closing Ceremony: Friday 18/1. There will be practice
flying from the 1 to 5 January at A$25 per tow. Organiser:
Vicki Cain. Contact: [www.forbesflatlands.com].
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Advanced HG Rating Course
12 to 13 October

Theory and practical instruction/testing, camping, transport
and retrieve driver. More info [www.warrenwindsports.com.
au/events] or & 0434 222111.

Canungra Cup

20 to 27 October 2012
Canungra, QLD. AAA rated Cat 2 event. Contact Dave Gibbs
<davegibbsuphi@yahoo.com.au>.

Aerotowing ATC

31 October to 2 November
Aerotow Advanced Training Clinic for HG pilots. More info
[www.warrenwindsports.com.au/events] or & 0434 222111.

SIV Training with Jocky Sanderson
January 2013

Hunter Valley, NSW. Three SIV courses will run between 12 and
25 January. For more information or to book email <jocky@
escapexc.com> or <Roger@Skyoutparagliding.com>.

Bright Paragliding Open
12 to 18 January

Bright, VIC. HGFA AAA, FAI Cat 2. Organiser: Brian Webb &
0417 530972, email <brianmwebb@alpineinfotech.com.au>,
[www.brightopen.org].

Corryong Paragliding Open
20 to 26 January

Corryong, VIC. HGFA AAA, FAI Cat 2. Organiser: Andrew
Horchner & 0427 807526, email <clearapm@gmail.com>
[www.corryongopen.com.au].

November
Mt Beauty Gathering of the Moths
23 to 25 November

Flyers of all denominations are, once again, invited to fly the
sheltered Kiewa Valley,at the foot of the picturesque VIC
Alps.Full range of accommodation available. Contact Mark
03 57544572, 0409 544572 or <lmarksgardening@aanet.
com.au>.

Gulgong Classic

25 November to 1 December
Online registration and payment is available on the website
now [www.gulgongclassic.com]. Organiser contact details:
Bill Olive <fly@gulgongclassic.com> or & 0412 423133.

February
PG NZ Nationals – Wanaka 2013
1 to 10 February

Online registration and competition information available
soon. Organiser Derek Divers <d.divers@xtra.co.nz>.

April
2013 Dalby Big Air – 14 to 20 April

Dalby Aerodrome, QLD. AA rated. Practice day:
13/4. Entry fee: $425, includes the week’s towing fees
(incl. 13/4), presentation dinner and Big Air T-shirt. All
pilots must have aerotow endorsement and current HGFA
membership. For further information or to register contact
Annie <annie.bruce@bigpond.com> – $50 deposit required
upon registration plus your shirt size.
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There, on a sunlit sky, you will find him…
Gossamer wisps of cloud, backlit by a low, softening sun.
Ridges and valleys of white vapour stretch to the horizon
– swirling, forming and decaying. Down through the
misty white world, descending, until the land and
sea appear close. Very close. Massive waves
crashing onto rock spires and dark ragged
cliffs. The ocean, exploding into the air, in
great plumes of spray. A maelstrom of
energy, drowning the senses with ear
shattering booms and crashes.

Photo: Suzy Gneist

Mike at four, dreaming of being Superman

by Mike Thorn

A

hair’s breadth above this heart-pounding scene you float and soar, almost
touching the waves. You move slowly, gracefully, freely – just above. In perfect
safety. So safe that you are able to immerse yourself in the grandeur of the
massive energy storm all around you. It is love, it is life, it is passion expressed in
overwhelming vision and sound.
Weaving through this grand assault on the senses is music. Sublime music,
touching something deep inside you. It is a drug to the emotions. It takes you to a
primal place in your heart that wants to burst with joy. To sing, to weep, to laugh, to
burst out all at once. It is powerful, gentle and magical.
You now have some idea of the experience that awaits you
in the opening scene of the film Jonathan Livingston Seagull.
A gentle breeze wafted over the deep, dark water of
the inlet, softening the intense afternoon sun. A rickety
wooden jetty dipped its feet in the water and held fast to
it – a beautiful little rotunda on its end. The seat for four
created a magnet of attraction. It was a place away from
the complication of parents, morals and instructions. Where
exuberant, adventurous boys on holiday could meet curious
young girls.
Michelle was a gentle, intense, eloquent young woman.
Slim and athletic with sandy brown hair, she was on holiday
with her best friend from Loreto Convent. Bernadette was
everything that is beautiful about Australian Italians. Rich
brown skin, jet black wavy hair and dark eyes encompassed her
generous features and equally generous nature.
Michelle and Bernadette were warming to the company
of two teenage boys of the same age. The thrill of attraction, the scope of the
conversation and the free and easy laughter was quite heady for them all, having up to
that time been quarantined from the opposite sex through all their schooling. Michelle
was full of excitement and intensity having just completed her first reading of a book
like no other. She bubbled forth with the tale of a common seagull who dared to find
out what it was like to really fly. Not just as a means to the end of finding food and
going from A to B, but to explore the outer reaches of his ability as a flyer. It meant
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that he became ostracised from the flock for having the courage to follow his dream
undaunted by the disapproval of every other bird.
Mike was fascinated, enraptured. Something about this story struck a chord
deep in his heart. He had wanted to be good all his life, to be approved of, to feel he
was doing well. Yet the last few years had seen that idea, that ambition, challenged
by the cruel injustices of an Old World Grammar school. With incompetent teachers
dishing out hideous canings, the prefect system terrorising younger boys, and a friend
committing suicide by drinking acid – the hypocrisy of a failing school was turning him
into a rebel. Mike’s best friend, christened Andrew Crescent
Thursby-Pelham, was the Eurasian son of one of the teachers
at the school. With the name, the skin colour and the father,
he became a relentlessly pursued target of abuse and bullying.
His nickname was Frisbee. Mike and Frisbee’s friendship was
formed in a seditious time when the system became the enemy
to be beaten.
Mike asked Michelle if he could read the story and without
hesitation Michelle handed over a thin little book. Transfixed,
Mike dived into the tale. The text was simple and easy
to absorb in a laid back American hippy kind of way. Mike
was there with Jonathan, feeling all the insecurity of being
different, yet driven by the passion and elation of striving to
fly so high and so fast. Jonathan’s desire to show and share
a breakthrough in flight was only to be bludgeoned with
rejection by a cruel and ignorant system that judged right from
wrong according to its tradition. Oh, such symbolism! Oh, such
connection to his own life at school.
Then a new horizon opened as he kept reading. A horizon leading to the very
essence of WHY. Why am I here? What am I? What is beyond here? A glimmer of hope
arose that this might be answering his deepest yearning. The yearning to know why.
Mike flew with Jonathan through the ascension into Jonathan’s next life. He was
wondering if it was also possible for him to go beyond the bounds of convention and
forge a path to a life unique to one’s true self. And ultimately one that will be continued
through into eternity.
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In just over 1.5 hours, Mike finished the
book and realised his feelings about life,
himself and everyone else had, right there and
then, shifted. A window had opened to the
extraordinary possibility of what his life may
be and become.
He floated into the memory of a dream. His
favourite dream. One that had scared him and
thrilled him during many nights of his early
childhood. It always started with being chased
by an enemy who wanted to capture and kill
him. He would run so fast, pursued just behind.
A fence would appear and beyond the fence a
cliff. Just as he was about to be grabbed, Mike
would leap the fence and to his amazement he
would sail off the cliff and leave the others far
below. Thrilled with flight, he would soar down
into the valley, skimming over a rushing river,
then rise up to clear trees or zoom between
them. Like many children of that time, Mike
loved Superman
He left that oppressive school a year
later with his friend Frisbee, and four years
after meeting Michelle and reading Jonathan
Livingston Seagull, he became a hang glider

pilot.
Thirty-seven years on, Mike is still a hang glider pilot, In recent years he has also become a paraglider
pilot and doodlebug pilot. The thrill of flight and all that it symbolises, fuels a passion that is deep and
unquenchable. The adventure has taken him to over 120 sites in 10 countries on four continents, most
recently to fly at 4000m over the Dolomites in Italy.
He yearns for
the next flight and
afterwards
feels
exhilarated for days
– with a feeling as
though one has drunk
deeply of the source
of life.

Mike Thorn trying for warp speed in his Doodlebug at Norfolk, UK
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I read the XCFiles article about thermalling in the June
issue of Skysailor with interest and I did learn a thing or
two, but there were some sections that had me wonder…
I have to admit, I know close to nothing about
meteorology and have a tendency to call it a ‘pseudoscience’. BOM appears to me like a murky organisation
siphoning money from gullible people, in the same way
alchemists did in the dark ages promising something
they could never deliver. Only the BOM is not promising
gold, but accurate weather forecasts. Exaggerating
here a bit, of course; I really believe meteorologists are
nice, hard-working people, but unfortunately, they are
dealing with systems so complex, they may never be
fully understood.
Anyway, I do have a strong background in physics
and my knowledge here often clashes with what I read
in aviation magazines about the behaviour of the air
or aircraft. In many cases it seems like the authors are
trying to bend the laws of physics in order to find the
simplest explanation for a particular occurrence, while
ignoring scientific reality. The fact is that meteorology
has to obey the laws of physics, not vice versa.
The weak part of the above-mentioned article is the
‘ridge soaring of a thermal’ section. It makes me wonder
what kind of miracle can cause this work. Experience
tells us that there is often lift in front of a cloud, but
whatever is causing it (meteorologists, please help me
here), is not dynamic lift caused by wind hitting the
cloud or thermal.
The ‘dynamic lift’ part is a myth caused by the
generally accepted (but entirely wrong) view that if
an object is moving fast in a certain direction, the
object becomes resistant to forces perpendicular to that
movement. This view may have resulted from a mix-up
with the Coriolis Effect which only applies to a rotating
frame of reference.
Without going deep into physics, let’s start with a
question: “Have you ever been involved in shooting?”
If the answer is ‘yes’, you know if you are trying to hit
a target in a crosswind, you have to compensate for
the drift of the bullet (moving at supersonic speed),
otherwise you’ll miss severely. The reason: Your bullet
will be accelerated sidewise by the crosswind (and also
downwards by gravity) as soon as it leaves the barrel.
Besides moving forward and down, it will also be moving,
sideways and, given enough time, its speed in this
direction will match the speed of the wind. The forward
speed, however high, has absolutely no effect on how
the bullet moves sideways – or downwards for that
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matter. It is so hard to swallow, even Mythbusters had a
go at the following ‘myth’ – and confirmed it without a
shade of a doubt; “If you shoot exactly horizontally and
drop another bullet from the height of the barrel at the
same time, both bullets will hit the ground at exactly
the same moment.” The ‘fast’ one won’t be affected
by gravity any less than the ‘stationary’ one. The same,
obviously, applies to the wind.
This is the same for our thermal. A parcel of air
leaving the ground will have zero horizontal speed
initially. As the cross-section is exposed to wind, this
will produce the horizontal force, accelerating it in its
direction. At this transient stage, there will be some
airflow around that parcel. The parcel has a certain
mass, so it takes some time to accelerate it to the
speed of the wind; v = F x t/m, where v = groundspeed,
F = horizontal force applied on the parcel of air, t = time
for which the force is being applied. However, this time
will be fairly short and our thermal will cover only a
small vertical distance during this process. If you ever
watched smoke rising from a chimney on a windy day,
you know what I mean. It would be safe to say that
our typical thermal will travel at the speed of the wind
within a few tens of metres (at the most) after leaving
the ground. From that point on the thermal will become
a part of the horizontally moving airmass (wind) and its
horizontal airspeed will be zero. Even if we treat it as
a solid object, it will generate about as much dynamic
lift or disturbance to the horizontal airflow as a hot air
balloon (a thermal wrapped in fabric) – none. There is no
horizontal airflow around a thermal or balloon. If you’ve
see people in Hollywood blockbusters in a balloon basket
with their hair flying and clothes flapping in a howling
wind i’m sure you’ve had a good laugh. Strangely, we
don’t find wind blowing around a thermal equally absurd.
So what’s left? Okay, if you fall out of the thermal
downwind, you will start sinking like a brick, but this
is not a result of rotor on the leeside of a thermal, it is
due to the fact that the path of the glider through the
transient region between lift and sink is shorter than
when leaving the tilted thermal in the upwind direction.
On that side your exit will be more gradual and less
dramatic. This difference is accentuated by the glider
always sinking relatively to the surrounding air. The
same factors (in reverse) account for the difference
in returning into a thermal from the upwind direction
and downwind direction. Getting back to the thermal
after falling out of it downwind will take longer – not
because you are ‘fighting headwind’, but because your
path will be longer. Also the entry will be more gradual

Communication Within a Club

The key element to having an enthusiastic, well informed
club is communication. This can encompass many forms,
but the one I wish to focus on in particular is the
communication between pilots when deciding when and
where to fly on a weekend. As is the norm in almost
every other club, a few members will run with the role of
coordinating a day’s flying by SMSing the ‘normal’ crew.
But here’s where the problem lies: The ‘normal’ crew very
rarely includes everyone in the club, so there will always
be people who are not informed of the day’s flying
intentions because they rarely come, are having personal
issues or the associated cost of SMSing 20+ people
multiple times, etc. In the end the result is a loss of
cohesion between club members and a lost day’s flying
for those who ‘could actually come out but weren’t told’.
I believe that every club member should be informed
of the club’s activities so they can decide for themselves
whether to come out or not. A well attended flying site
is an excellent goal for all clubs. Why does a club exist if
not to promote flying amongst its members?
Now, excuse my lack of thorough knowledge on all
things SMS, but here is my proposal.
What if any member of a club could send an SMS to
a common number on a server and this device would
auto-forward the message to all members of the same
club? All responses would be handled the same way, i.e.
everyone on the club list would see all comments and
could comment as appropriate. As a result everyone
knows what is happening for the day instead of only a
select few who were chosen by the one or two people
who had to decide who to SMS or not.
Of course members could opt out of receiving the
messages if they chose to. Those larger clubs could
be broken down into smaller groups depending on
interests, glider type, etc, to make the system more
manageable. I would expect that the server/device could
be supplied/maintained by the HGFA and depending on
establishment and maintenance costs of such a system,
be absorbed by the HGFA or subsidised by the clubs/
members.
After speaking with a few technicians about this
idea, it became clear that this is not ‘rocket science’ and
that systems such as this were already available ‘off the
shelf’. The benefit for the HGFA is to have all pilots feel
included in club flying activities which in turn may slow
the attrition rate of those pilots who get frustrated with
little flying or club involvement.
Pete Schwenderling – President, Wicked Wings Club
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Jonny Allen flying over the caves at Noosa headlands
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and the feel of lift will be less distinct. The return path
to the thermal from the upwind direction will be shorter
and the entry will be less gradual; that accounts for the
feel of stronger lift. If you could somehow manage to
produce a tilted thermal in still air, the results would
be exactly the same. Thermals don’t ‘know’ there is any
wind in the same way as your wing doesn’t ‘know’ it
when it leaves the ground.
That’s about it. So, next time you get the impression
you are ridgesoaring a cloud, remember Mencken’s Metalaw: “For every complex question there is always a
simple answer. And it’s wrong.”
Jiri Stipek

President’s Report, Annual General Meeting 2012
New CAOs

In 2012 the HGFA Management Committee
made significant progress towards
bringing the new CAOs into operation. The
new CAOs were rewritten to encompass
technological advancements and new
flying practices:
➲➲ 95.08 was written to provide
exemptions for lighter than 70kg
non-powered and powered single
pilot aircraft
➲➲ 95.10 is to provide exemption
for heavier than 70kg aircraft
(microlights fit here)
➲➲ 95.32 provides for heavier than
70kg aircraft with a ram air wing
or for heavier than 70kg HG and PG
passenger aircraft

Operations Manual

What has taken considerable effort and
many attempts was the writing of a new
Operations Manual to develop applicable
Codes of Practice that would engage the
CAOs into a syllabus framework and set
of training and flight protocols which
were both safe and acceptable to CASA
and the instructor body. A pre-emptive
attempt made in 2010 had failed, as
the submission fell outside the legally
acceptable CASA framework. Another submission was
later made by John Olliff – this too failed.
Significant hours were spent this year on rewriting
the Ops Manual, much of which was done by Sun
Nickerson. This submission was presented to CASA
and the majority of sections have been returned as
acceptable, both legally and in its generic formatting,
with minor typographical and formatting revisions
required. These corrections have been completed and
are now being checked prior to re-submission. We
are confident these sections will be accepted. We are
waiting on the final section of the Ops Manual to be
returned in the immediate future.
In the meantime, a risk management submission was
successfully submitted on the third attempt by the PPG
sub-committee, to conduct a grandfathering process to
allow the existing experienced wheeled PPG pilots to fly,
until the new Ops Manual comes into effect. The rules
surrounding this temporary exemption are tougher than
hoped, but understandable in light of CASA’s effectively
sanctioning a current illegal flight activity pending the
syllabus and training protocols being made legal in a
new Ops Manual.
Our relationship with CASA was at a significant
low in 2010, followed by near disaster in early 2012
when relations became difficult between CASA’s
Sports Aviation Manager and the HGFA Ops Manager.
Some inaccuracies of what had been discussed were
reported back to the President and Lee Ungermann
later revealed that the HGFA were on the brink of
having their administration of the sport removed and
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following this, significant set-backs were experienced
in getting the Ops Manual, Deed, Instruments and Risk
Management approved. CASA advised the HGFA that no
future Instruments would be accepted unless submitted
in a timely manner and in a professional and accurate
format. Lee Ungermann advised that all email traffic
from John Olliff would be forwarded to the President for
verification prior to acceptance and action. In a following
performance review it was decided to release John
Olliff from his contract as the situation was becoming
untenable.
Since John Twomey stepped into the role of
Operations Manager, the situation with CASA has
defrosted and is once again a healthy relationship of
support and trust.

Site Audits

This year two collaborative extraordinary site audits
were conducted between CASA and the HGFA, one
in Manilla and one in Exmouth. Several issues were
addressed and CASA expressed their renewed
confidence in the HGFA to conduct the administration
of our sports. These cooperative assessment processes
have been passed onto other sports aviation bodies.
More of these will be undertaken in future, as issues are
raised and breaches are reported.

Book. A more recent tribunal will be convened concerning
a major breach of controlled airspace, causing a Virgin
aircraft to abort take off. CASA will be investigating and
if found proven prosecution is likely.
Another tribunal was conducted over a significant
period of time. This process had to be revisited three
times due the then Ops Manager breaking constitutional
protocols and failing to provide all available evidence to
the tribunal panel. After the Committee intervened, the
tribunal panel were given appropriate full disclosure.
In all three panels the member was found guilty. The
probationary conditions set from a prior tribunal were
found to be in breach and the terms invoked. From
subsequent transgressions, the latest tribunal found
him guilty and suspended his licences for two years.
During this time, the member took out a defamation
case against the HGFA. This case was not supported
by the insurer as they wanted him reinstated as part
of a settlement proposal. As CASA advised there was a
foreseeable risk to members and sites by the conduct
and practices of this instructor and we were advised
not to accept the terms of the settlement. This case is
ongoing and is very costly. A report on the outcomes of
the tribunals and case against the insurer was tabled
at the AGM.
Greg Lowry, HGFA President

Instructors Conference

In 2012 the instructor conference was held with several
repeats offered since to those who missed out. The
HGFA staff all provided significant input to this event.
Feedback received was positive and most attendants
gained something from the conference. This provided
another tick for meeting our CASA audit obligations.

Administrative Changes

The Committee has begun a process to define the
roles of the Operations Manager and the Administrative
Manager. Duty statements are being determined to
separate operational and administrative processes to
free the Ops Manager to concentrate on Operational
issues and to give the Administrative Manager more
autonomy in running the office. The Administrative
Manager now attends the Committee meetings as
part of the Management group. New office staff and
intensive training has seen shorter processing times
and greater efficiencies. A transition is in train to
proceed to a single date for member renewal and this too
should see greater processing efficiencies in returning
qualifications and member cards. A new database
system has been written specifically for the HGFA and
is in its trial phase. This should see a reduction in costs
for our ongoing computing and database system needs.

Member Tribunals

A number of tribunals were conducted in the past year,
resulting in some short and long term suspensions as
well as one being overturned. The overturned disciplinary
action was determined as unfound and outside the terms
of process stipulated in our governance procedures and
directed by CASA in the Sports Self Administration Hand

HGFA Document
Map System
HGFA Document Map Register has been
developed to create a version control
system for all HGFA Forms, Manuals, and
Syllabus, which will allow all to view
and access the HGFA documentation
structure. Due to recent Entry Control
Procedures placed by CASA, the HGFA
Document Map will assist in meeting
compliance obligations.
A single point of access to view the
HGFA Document Map Register and
forms are available on the HGFA
website location:

[www.hgfa.asn.au] – ‘Forms’
The objective is to ensure the correct
Version Control is used at all times by
members, HGFA Instructors and HGFA
National Office.
Current Version: v1.0 Feb 2012
HGFA Office Manager
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All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs

Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to
be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the
future if confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where
no current forms or confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken
as having expired.

HGFA

All correspondence,
including changes of
address, membership
renewals, short term
memberships, rating forms
and other administrative
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4a-60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, & 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177,
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager
John Twomey & 0417 644633

<manager.operations@hgfa.asn.au>.
➲➲ For information about site ratings, sites
and other local matters, contact the appro
priate State associations, region or club.

HGFA Committee
of Management
Pres: Greg Lowry <president@hgfa.asn.au>
<greg.lowry@hgfa.asn.au> & 0400 759105.
V-Pres: Brian Webb <vicepresident@hgfa.
asn.au> <brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au> & 0417
530972.
Sec: Sun Nickerson <secretary@hgfa.asn.au>
<sun.nickerson@hgfa.asn.au> & 0466 399850.
Trs: John Twomey <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au>
<john.twomey@hgfa.asn.au> & 0419 357195.
Alex Jones <alex.jones@hgfa.asn.au>.
Brett Coupland <brett.coupland@hgfa.asn.au>.

Regions
ACT HG & PG Association

LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT 0200;
[www.acthpa.org]. Pres: Andrew
Luton <andrewluton@hotmail.com>
0404 254922; V-Pres: Nic Welbourn
<nic@corinbank.com> 0422 783
763; Trs: Alun Mills <almills@
iinet.net.au>; Sec: Stuart McElroy
<stu_mack@yahoo.com> 0428 188625;
Committee: Kari Roberson <kari.
roberson@customs.gov.au> 0402 460
659, John Waghorn <jonowaghorn@hotmail.
com> 0417 728495; Meetings: 1st Tue/month
7.30pm Canberra Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.

PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South 0417 930
142 <ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres:
Grant Bond 0432 963595 <grantbond006@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec: Peter Kovesi 0432 629
315 <pk@peterkovesi.com>; Trs: Greg Lowry
0400 759105 <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; Club
Reps: Simon Shuttleworth (Albany), Mark Wild
(Sky Pirates), Mike Duffy (Western Soarers),
Rick Williams (Hill Flyers), Mark Stokoe (Dust
Devils); Non-Club Rep: Chris Bennet.

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association

PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755,
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Bruce Wynne
<president@nswhpa.org>; V-Pres/PO: Nir
Eshed <Vice-President@nswhpa.org>; Sec: Paul
Cox <Secretary@nswhpa.org>; Trs: Graeme
Cran <treasurer@nswhpa.org>; Committee:
Brett Coupland, Tony Dennis, Ray Firth, Chris
Clements, Ralf Gittfried, Michael Roelens.

North Queensland State Association

PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <flying@cairnshang
glidingclub. org>; V-Pres: Daniel Keech 0427
888893 <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs:
Tracey Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881,
0418 963796 <info@azurephotography.
com>; PG rep: Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association

Matthew Fox <matthew.fox@hgfa.asn.au>.

PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding
queensland.com>.

Peter Allen <peter.allen@hgfa.asn.au>.

South Australian HG/PG/ML Association

Lee Scott <lee.scott@hgfa.asn.au>.

Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>
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PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA, <sahga.
exec@gmail.com>. Pres: Stuart McClure
0428 100796; Sec/Trs: Rob Woodward
0408 808436.

Tasmanian HG & PG Association

PO Box 268, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, [www.
thpa.org.au]. Pres: Keith Wales 0407
516845, <giligan42@hotmail.co.uk>; V-Pres:
Ramon Brasnja 0417 203843, <beatclepto@
hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs: Rob Steane 0418
146137, <robsteane@netspace.net.au>.

Victorian HG & PG Association

PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au]. Pres: Rob van der Klooster 0408 335
559 <president@vhpa.org.au>; Sec: Stephen
Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@vhpa.
org.au>; Trs: Stephen Leake 0409 553401
<treasurer@vhpa.org.au; SO: Kevin Grosser
0419 022225 <safetyofficer@vhpa.org.au;
Site Dev. Officer: Mark Pike 0408 801356
<mark.pike@baesystems.com>; Committee:
Brian Webb 0417 530972 <brianmwebb@
alpineinfotech.com.au>; Jan Bennewitz (Web
master) 0423 139923 <jan.bennewitz@
gmail.com>; Anthony Meechan 0407 163796
<meeks65@yahoo.com.au>; Nigel Streeter
<nstreeter@bigpond.com>.

Clubs

Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs.

States

Contacts

All clubs please check details in this section carefully

New South Wales
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.

[bmhgc.blogspot.com] Pres: Kacper
Jankowski <KJankowski@ccia.
unsw.edu.au>; V-Pres: Gregor Forbes
0421 376680 <forbesy@virgin
broadband.com.au>; Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696677 <revant01@yahoo.com.
au>; Trs: Allan Bush (HG SSO) <bethandallan@
bigpond.com>, 0407 814524; Comps: Mark
Stewart (PG SO) <artik_mark@yahoo.com.
au>, 0421 596345, Comp: 2nd & last Sunday
of each month. Meetings: Contact committee.

Central Coast Sky Surfers

PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: Rod Burke
0401 923923 <president@centralcoast
skysurfers.com>; V-Pres: Frank Warwick 0409
468337; Sec: Geoff Bednal <secretary@central
coastskysurfers.com>; Trs: Richard Waterfield 0414 652323 <treasurer@centralcoast
skysurfers.com>, SSOs: Javier Alvarez 0418
116681 <media@centralcoastskysurfers.
com>, John Harriott 0412 442705 <nationalparks-liaison@centralcoastskysurfers.com>.
Meetings: 1st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina
Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.

Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club

6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746,
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.

PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond
Sparkes 0433 917011; V-Pres: Andrew Swan
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1
@bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO:
Tim Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.
com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club

[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
Porter 0415 920444 <Michael.Porter@ap.

jll.com>; V-Pres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491
150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Olive 0412 423133 <William.Olive@hne
health.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: John Jablonskis
0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>.

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Inc.

The Pico Club (National Paramotor Club)

Pres: Russell Harvey 0412 928598 <russell
harvey@optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Ebberhard Muller 0418 963526 <eddymuller11@
yahoo.com>; Sec: Darryl Gledden 0408
281454 <dgledden@bigpond.net.au>; Trs:
Murray Payne 0417 179742 <vpayne3@
bigpond.com>.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.

PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness
02 67856545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>,
V-Pres/Sec/Trs: Bob Smith 0428 317735
<bobskisan@gmail.com>, SSOs: Mark Russell
0434 895185 (HG), Willi Ewig 02 67697771
<skyranch@gmx.net> (WM), SO: Gaynor
Shoeman (PG).

Mid North Coast Flyers Inc

67 The Parade, North Haven NSW 2443,
<www.midnorthcoastflyers.com.au>. Pres:
Derek Lotter 0410 640519 <derek.lotter@
gmail.com>; V-Pres: Lincoln Streatfield 0416
174527, Sec/Trs: Liz Moore 0409 360062.
SSO: Chris Rogers 02 65555178. Site info:
Derek Lotter 0410 640519 or Chris Rogers
0407 918099.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club

93 Wommara Ave, Belmont Nth NSW 2280;
[www.nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dawson Brown 0429
675475 <president@nhgc.asn.au>; V-Pres:
Gary Herman 0401 772289 <vicepresident@
nhgc.asn.au>; Sec: James Pallas <secretary@
nhgc.asn.au>; Trs: Allan McMillan 0400 637070
<treasurer@nhgc.asn.au>; SOs: Coastal – Tony
Barton 0412 607815, Inland – Scott Barrett
0425 847208, John O’Donohue 02 49549084,
PG – James Thompson 02 49468680; News
letter: David Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month
7:30pm South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St,
Merewether.

Newcastle Paragliding Club

Pres: Robert Lackner 0407 934808; Sec:
Andrew Burchell; Trs: Joshua Ludwick; SSO:
James Thompson 0418 686199 <jamesfly@
gmail.com>. Meetings: Last Tue/month, 7pm,
Hexham Bowling Club.

Northern Rivers HG & PG Club

PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net]. Pres: Andrew Polidano 0442
8666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>; V-Pres:
Brian Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@
optusnet.com.au>; Sec: John Tyler 0431
441446 <jhontyler@hotmail.com>; Trs:
James McEwan 0437 368999 < nrhgpgc@
gmail.com>; PR: Cedar Anderson 0429 070380
<cedaranderson@gmail.com>; Sites: Peter
Wagner 0431 120942, Col Rushton 0428
751379 <colin.rushton@bigpond.com>; SSO
(PG): Lindsay Wooten 0427 210993 <lindsay
wootten@bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): Andrew
Polidano 0428 666843 <andrew@poliglide.
com>. Meetings: 2nd Fri/month, 7pm, Tyagarah
airstrip, south hangar.

NSW Sky Hawks

Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres: Tony Dennis 0418
574068 <fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: William
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[www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Rick Clarke 0409
955089 <rclarke@gotalk.net.au>; V-Pres:
Jack Farrell; Sec: Jos Weemaes 0488
693788 <jweemaes@bordernet.com.au>;
Trs: Andrew McCarthy; PO: Jeff Hoffmann;
SO: Mike Forwood; Web: Andrew Shipley
<andrewshipley@netspace.net.au>.

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508, [www.
flystanwell.com]; Pres/Trs: Peter Ffrench
0403 076149 <president@flystanwell.com>
<treasurer@flystanwell.com>; Sec: Philippe
Doyle Gray 0414 919657 <secretary@
flystanwell.com>; Committee: Fred Smeaton
0402 808031 <skypilot105@gmail.com>;
SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083, <SSO@
flystanwell.com>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club

[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au], <shgc
@live.com.au>. Pres: Lynette Black <lynette
black@hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Vicki Cain
<moyes@moyes.com.au>; Sec: Bruce Wynne
<bwynne@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: John Selby
<johnselby@idx.com.au>; SSO: Doug Sole; SO:
Ken Stothard. Meetings: Juniors@the Junction,
Anzac Pde, Maroubra, 8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.org]. Pres: Brett Coupland 0409
162616, <brett@ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres:
David Holmes 0417 322658 <ny_studios@
hotmail.com>; Sec: Kirsten Seeto <kirsten.
flys@gmail.com>; Trs: Nico Hundling 0488
096418 <nicohundling@gmail.com>; Committee: Trevor Morrow 0414 997857 <trevorm
@australismusic.com.au>, Rohan Taylor 0425
268080 <rohantaylor@yahoo.com>, Sherree
Adams, Hume Winzar 0408 190321 <winzar
@gmail.com>, Georges Magnan 0412 062
602 <georges.magnan@molnlycke.com>;
SSO: Sandy Thomson 0419 250220 <sandy
thomson1@bigpond.com>. Meeting: Harbord
Bowling Club, Bennett St, Freshwater, 7pm
1st Tue/month (except January).

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club

50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254,
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Bob Hayes 0438 710
882; V-Pres: Brett Collier 0431 151150; Sec:
Tracey Hayes 0418 963796; Trs: Daniel Keech
0427 888893; Committee: Brod Osborne, Joe
Reese & Uwe Peter.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au].Pres:DaveStaver0409435953<president
@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason Turner 0432
105906 <vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>; Sec:
Mark Kropp 0416 181915 <secretary@chgc.
asn.au>; Trs: Hana Krajcova 0424 257381
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<treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Executive: Greg
Hollands 07 32534239 (w), 07 38448566
(h); Socials: Wayne Jater 0438 818707; SSO
PG: Phil Hystek 0418 155317, 07 55434000
(h), Brandon O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc

Northern Territory
Alice Springs Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

Pres: Ricky Jones 0406 098354, <redcentre
paragliding@yahoo.com>, contact for paramotoring, PG ridge soaring & thermal flying.

C/O Keppel Bay Marina 3 Waterline Way,
Rosslyn QLD 4703. Pres/Sec: Shayne
Towers-Hammond <shayne.16@hotmail.
com> 0434 544148; V-Pres: Jonathan Glass
<sansabina@gmail.com> 0408 186716;
Trs: Fraser Strain <fdstrain@bigpond.net.
au> 0439 696699; SSO: Jean-Luc Lejaille
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com> 0418 754157.

Victoria

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.

’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: James
Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.edu.au>;
Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699, <jaw12@
bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 0427 177
237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.telstra.com>;
SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 07 49387607.
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865,
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Conondale Cross-Country Club

[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Denis Davis
0428 130375; V-Pres: Paul Underwood 0407 177
793; Sec: Andrew Dobinson <andrewdobinson
@gmail.com>; Trs: Steve Stocker 0411 226733.

Dalby Hang Gliding Club

17 Mizzen St, Manly West QLD 4179. Pres:
Daron Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@aclad.
com.au>; Sec/Trs: Annie Crerar 0418 711821,
<annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; SSO: Jason Reid
0424 293922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>.

Fly Killarney Inc.

Pres/SSO: Lindsay Wootten 0427 210993,
<lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>; V-Pres:
Dave Gibbs 0429 775554, <davegibbsuphi@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec: Paul McCullough
<plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Sonya Fardell,
0415 156256, <s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.

Pres: Ben Darke 0418 753220 <ben@water
bed.com.au>; Sec: Brett Paull 0435 203153
<101airbourne@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar
07 33327535 <grantcassar@iinet.net.au>.

Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 07 5455 4661; V-Pres
& SSO (HG): David Cookman 0427 498753;
V-Pres (PG): Tex Beck 0407 238017; Trs:
Gary Allen 0417 756878; Sec: Janine Krauchi
<jkrauchi@rainbowshores.com.au>; (HG):
David Cookman 0427 498573, 07 54498573;
SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille 0418 754157,
07 54863048.

Wicked Wings Toowoomba HG & PG Club

Pres: Peter Schwenderling 0427 461347
<swendo1@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Justin
Grobler 0421 887943 <justingro@bigpond.
com>, Sec: Sonya Fardell 0415 156256,
<s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club

Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club

<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Peter
Hannah; SSO: Rob van der Klooster 0408
335559, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923.
Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue see [www.
dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].
PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dave Moore
0432 152101, <Dave.moore@gmail.com>;
Sec: Peter Cass 0422 246326, <P_J_Cass@
yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Noel Bear 0425
801813, <Treasurer@mhgc.asn.au>; SSO:
Peter Holloway 0408 526805, <Info@
freedomairsports.com.au>; Committee: Merv
Dannefaerd, Brad Howarth, Brett Huggan &
Johannes Straub. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month,
Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Rd, Hawthorn East
VIC 3123.

for WSM, PPG & PHG pilots. Contact: Bohdan
Philippa <bohdan392@gmail.com>.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club

PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc.
org]. Pres: Phillip Campbell 0438 428569,
<campbell.p@giant.net.au>; V-Pres: Greg
Beglehole 0419 889153, <greg@heating
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Anthony Meechan
0407 163796 <meeks65@yahoo.com.
au>; Trs: Richard Carstairs 0409 066860,
<rcarstairs@optushome.com.au>; SSO:
Rohan Holtkamp 0408 678734 <rohan@
dynamicflight.com.au>. Meetings: Last Sat/
month, The Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia
Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.

Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo
252@gmail.com>; Sec: Bill Oates 0466 440
049 <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs: Barb Scott
0408 844224; Committee: Barb Scott 0408
844224, Bill Brooks 0409 411791, Alex
Morgan 0400 232767; SSO: Karl Texler 0428
385144; Meetings: [www.nevhgc.net/].

Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 6051.
Pres: Colin Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@
bigpond.com>; V-Pres: Eric Metrot 0407 003
059 <tromes@bigpond.com>; Trs: Colin Brown
0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.com>;
Committee: Shelly Heinrich 0428 935462
<shellheinrich@hotmail.com>, Rod Merigan
0439 967971 <rmerigan@q-net.net.au>,
Clive Salvidge 0402 240038 <clive@iinet.net.
au>, Julien Menager 0423 829346 <Julien.
me@gmail.com>; SOs: John Carman, Nigel
Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild. Meetings: Last
Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne Park Bowling
Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

Skyhigh Paragliding Club

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club

[www.skyhighparagliding.org]. Pres: Dario
Marini <pres@skyhighparagliding.org.au>;
V-Pres: Phil Lyng <vp@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Trs: Matthew Gruba <tres@
skyhighparagliding.org.au> 0418 332969;
Sec: Zumi Chiew <sec@skyhighparagliding.
org.au> 0407 418111; M’ship: Tanya Cross
<mem@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Nov
Rep: Peter Kemeny <nov@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Web: Romann Kudinoff <wm@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Safety: Alister
Johnson <so@skyhighparagliding.org.
au> 0418 323692; Committee: Stephen
McCulloch. Meetings: 1st Wed/month 7:30pm
Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
No meeting in Nov or Jan.

Southern Microlight Club

[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au]. Pres:
Ken Jelleff <president@southernmicrolight
club.com.au>; V-Pres: Gary Wheeler <jilgar@
netspace.net.au>; Sec: Kel Glare <secretary@
southernmicrolightclub.com.au>; Trs: Dean
Marriott <treasurer@southernmicrolightclub.
com.au>; Editor: Kel Glare <secretary@south
ernmicrolightclub.com.au>; Web: Steve Bell
<webmaster@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>.

Southern Microlight Club of Victoria

Pres: Ken Jelleff <kenJ@jelfor.com.au>;
V-Pres: Gary Wheeler <jilgar@netspace.net.
au>; Sec/Ed: Chris Bullen; Trs: Dean Marriott
<dean@ultimate.net.au>; Web: Steve Bell
<sbell@ampfp.com.au>.

Victorian Air Hogs

[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum:
[http://skypirates.freeforums.org/]. Club

[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Kalgoorlie:
Pres: Toby Houldsworth <drogue@bigpond.
com>, 0428 739956; Trs/SSO: Murray Wood
<muzel71@bigpond.net.au>, 08 90215771;
Sec/SO: Richard Breyley <richard.breyley@
matsa.com.au>, 0417 986896. Perth: SSO:
Mark Stokoe <Mark.Stokoe@health.wa.gov.
au>, 0414 932461.

Hill Flyers Club Inc.

<hillflyers@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary
Bennet 0412 611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls
0417 690386, Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397,
Dave Longman 08 93859469. Meetings held
on site during club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.

WA Sky Pirates (PPG)

Pres: Stephen Galvin 0419 936400
<galvy1@iinet.net.au>; Sec: Steve Mathews
<steveppg@gmail.com>.

Western Microlight Club Inc.

Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres:
Keith Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey
0428 504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408
949004.

Western Soarers

PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril
Eliopulos
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs:
Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs:
Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull,
Rick Williams, Michael Duffy. Meetings:
See [http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/
western_soarers/].
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Schools

Victoria

Queensland

New South Wales

New South Wales
HIGH ADVENTURE

Paragliding

Specialising in:

Paragliding and Paramotoring

Rainbow Paragliding•APCO Australia

`` Try our two-day FREE introductory
courses, tell your friends!

Offering the full range of APCO equipment

`` Paraglider pilot to Paramotor
pilot conversions

APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders

`` Our office and pilot accommodation at
North Haven Beach from $25 per night

[www.apcoaviation.com]
APCO Vista Sport: voted
EN B glider of the year for 2012

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best, our CFI
Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding Champion)
has been involved in paragliding since 1990 & instructing
for over 10 years.

Courses

➲➲ Introductory & HGFA licence course
➲➲ Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
➲➲ SIV courses
➲➲ Tow courses
➲➲ XC tandem flights
➲➲ Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.

See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
[www.activeflight.com.au]

Western Australia
Australia Wide Services
Certified Paraglider
Repairer
Testing & Repairs
➲➲ Comprehensive testing
and repairs to all
paragliders
➲➲ Fully equipped service and
repair agents for: Advance,
Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin,
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, Paratech,
Sky, Skywalk, Swing, UP
➲➲ Full written report
➲➲ Harness repair and modifications
➲➲ Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
➲➲ Parachute repacking
➲➲ Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, New
Zealand and Asia
➲➲ Prompt turnaround

`` Mountain bikes and surfboards supplied
Learn in a holiday atmosphere!
Only three hours north of Sydney!

➲➲ Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rain
bow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round,
60km cross-country flights have been achieved in winter!
➲➲ FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
➲➲ REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the
experts.
➲➲ INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the
knowledge.
➲➲ SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-in,
maintenance and repairs.
➲➲ YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

Australia’s biggest distributor
of Paragliding and Paramotoring products,
all online at the best prices. See our
website for more details

(0429) 844 961

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>
[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

Professional Paragliding

➲➲ Tandem Introductory Flights
➲➲ Paragliding Courses and Certifications
➲➲ Pilot Development Clinics
➲➲ Free Introduction course
➲➲ Tandem Endorsements
➲➲ Sales and Service

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd
Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au>
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]
Dave Gillett (Malibu 188) on landing approach at Ochre Point, a small coastal site south of Adelaide
Mitch from Valdora flying at Teewah
In the Cooloola shire north of Noosa

Photo: Larry Jones

Photo: Jay Molton
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Classifieds

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per issue will
be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by email <office@
hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93367177 or post: 4a/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042. The deadline is the 1st of the month, one month prior to publication date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission of the classified must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include your contact details (for prospective buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verifica
tion) and the State under which you would like the classified placed. (Note that the above does not apply to commercial
operators. Instructors may place multiple classified entries, but will be charged at usual advertising rates.)

Advertising Guidelines

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the maintenance requirements as
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should
always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of maintenance logs for the
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment
New South Wales

Fun 190, low hrs, orange/white/lavender sail, good condition,
speedbar, wheels, two DTs, quick sale $2500 ono, Sydney
area. Contact: Andrew & 0409 409274 or <andrew_1101@
hotmail.com>.

Victoria

Airborne Fun 190, excellent condition, Moyes harness & backpack, parachute, vario, $3500. Contact: Luke & 0429 675492.
Airborne C4 red/white/blue & Fun 190, priced to sell. Contact:
Ben & 0418 753220.

Paragliders & Equipment
New South Wales

Advance Epsilon, very good condition, only 85 hrs, $750. Also
Advance unrated comp glider with new lines & line chart,
$500. For more info contact: & 0400 311866.

Microlights & Equipment
New South Wales

only), a/c in perfect condition. Always hangared, nil hard
landings. Incl. comms, Icom radio, headsets, helmets, Garmin
GPS, strobe, plus additional instruments & latest Bolly prop.
$16,500 for the lot. Located at Stawell. Contact: & 0400
135246 or 0427 516414.
Airborne XT 582 Cruze wing, VHF radio, 150 hrs, full heavy-duty
cover, XC cover for base & wing, weather proof bag for wing.
Trike trailer, cargo bag flight suits & more. Contact: Ron &
0433 551103.

Queensland

Outback 582, Streak & Wizard III wings. Rebuilt engine 15 hrs,
XC gear. $15,000. Contact: <dibbles76@hotmail.com> &
0408 064682.

General Equipment
Kangook.com

The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection
with prices. Contact: Ron & 0403 975041.

Poliglide

Concertina Bag

Original 582 Edge trike, dual intercom, flies really well, always
starts, c/w spare Wizard wing.Updated to a 912 & must sell,
$7950. Contact: David or Kim & 0412 626245 (Coffs Harbour).

Victoria

Airborne Edge-X Blue head 582 (Reduced Price/Great Value).
Reluctant forced sale. TT 310 hrs (Wizard 3 wing 130 hrs

PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3
concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA
SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, [www.parasupply.com].

Press To Talk System

PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/
PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys,
PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, [www.parasupply.com].
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Kangook
Manilla Paragliding – Flying Accessories
Manilla Paragliding – Impress 3
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Photo: Tex Beck
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