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My XAlps
Experience

Left: Lloyd at Grossglockner, Austria
Photo: Vitek Ludvik – Red Bull Photofiles

This is mostly a story about life, flying and the people
involved with flying. The Red Bull XAlps just happens to be
part of that story – an incredible journey that pushes you
emotionally, physically and mentally.
by Lloyd Pennicuik

I

’ve entered the race twice now and have mixed
emotions about it. In some ways I’m proud of my
achievements, in other ways I feel a little ashamed
of my behaviour. This is my way of setting things right.
Both of my supporters – Monty in the first race
and Lewis in the second race – did their best. There
is no doubt about it. Both had skills that helped me in
the race, both had their downfalls as well. In a race like
the XAlps an athlete – especially someone who doesn’t
know the terrain, flying conditions and all the other

things that go into competing at this level – needs
people who can make up for his weaknesses, and I have
many. It’s no easy task to put up with someone who
is physically and mentally drained. Lewis passed with
flying colours in this respect. Man, this guy put up with
some bad behaviour from me… and when I look back, so
did Monty.
For those who don’t know about this paragliding
race, it’s one of the longest endurance races in the
world. It starts in Austria and the finish line is in

Monaco, below France. Every year a new course is set
with turnpoints along the way. Straight line distance
between the turnpoints to the finish line is usually
around 850km, but the race is not always played out
in the air. In reality, for most of the competitors, half
the race is played out on the ground, lengthening the
distance travelled up to twice the above. Both times
I competed, it was a 24-hour a day race. If you could
stay awake and keep walking, running or flying safely,
that’s what you did. The rules aren’t too complicated,
you basically get there as fast as possible while trying
not to get disqualified, penalised or cut from the race.
The race has some rules to keep all athletes racing and
as close together as possible. After the first 72 hours
and every 48 hours after this, the last team is cut from
the race. When the first team arrives in Monaco, the rest
of the field has 48 hours to get there. Each athlete has
a set amount of equipment which he has to carry at all
times, the rest of his equipment can be carried by his
supporter. There are a bunch of additional simple rules
which I won’t go into here.

2009

The last time I competed was in the 2009 event. I went
into the race worrying about a calf muscle injury, so told
myself not to try racing on the ground but be smart
about my flying.
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I think I was the last person to arrive on top of the
mountain at our first turnpoint. From here we had to
fly off and try to pass the first turnpoint just over the
border in Germany. Unfortunately, the weather was not
co-operating, so most pilots just flew off straight away,
glided to the ground and took off on foot. When I arrived,
I could see some tiny little cumulus clouds under the
overcast sky about 15km out from launch. Thousands
of people were crowding on launch and here I was
looking at these clouds thinking, “don’t be pressured
Lloyd, you’ve seen days like this before and flown good
distances”. So I waited, and waited, and waited… until
a very well known pilot came up to me and said, “Lloyd,
it’s not going to come on.” Well, this got me second
guessing. The wind shifted, so I moved to the other
launch site, a few hundred metres away, with a crowd
of people and film crews following. I sat a little longer
before deciding to take off. Every other competitor was
well underway on foot by this time. I ridge soared the hill
for 15 minutes or so with no real height gain, so decided
to just go for the glide.
On my glide, I noticed that my GPS, supplied by Red
Bull, was set to north up, not track up on screen, so I got
a little confused where the airspace boundaries were. I
knew they were close and didn’t want to be disqualified,
so I flew well within them and landed. When I looked
back at launch, I couldn’t believe it: A bunch of local
pilots had taken off and skyed out. Oh well, that’s life
when you’re under pressure. I turned and set out on foot
and got close to the first turnpoint by that evening. I
caught up with a few pilots and we watched as Chrigel
Maurer flew over the top of all of us, around the first
turnpoint and over the first mountain range, which we
all had to do on foot.
That night I walked a pass, slept a few hours in a
cabin, then looked for a take-off early the next morning.
I found a good take-off and set up my gear, but my mind
was not relaxed – my instrument was still set to north
up. One of my big challenges is my fear of setting my
instruments. Anyway, I eventually took off with very
little thermal activity, just tiny bubbles, coming through
– just enough to keep me up. A few times I nearly flew
away as I got slightly low as it was a long glide out over
trees. I’m glad I stuck at it because eventually something
came through that got me to base. My next step was
to cross a large valley – actually, a place where several
valleys met with a ridge in the middle. I figured there
would be a valley wind coming up the main valley with
the possibility of a lee side thermal on the ridge in the
middle. I got there fairly low and told myself to relax and
just let it suck me towards it – if there was anything. It
worked and I was back at base. I then followed the ridge
completely off course, but it was upwind and jutted out
into the main valley I had to cross, making it a far shorter
glide to get to the other side. From here I had to glide up
another narrow valley towards the second turnpoint.
Conditions looked a bit dodgy, so I decided to land high
and wait for them to improve. I then saw another pilot
drift in above me, took a chance and was back in the air.
I flew most of the way up the valley, but really needed
to go to the toilet so opted to land, relieve myself and
have a bite to eat.
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By the time I was ready again, it was late and the
sunlight had moved onto the other side of the valley. I
struggled to get my wing launched, but after quite a
few failed attempts got into the air. I did the death glide
across the valley and managed a low save on the far side.
At this point, if I had had done a lot more flying in the
Alps, I would have made a different decision. I was later
told that somewhere around then, I’d managed to move
up into the top 5, but it wasn’t to last.
I jagged another good thermal that took me up into
the head of the valley and if I knew then what I know
now, I would have gone with it, jumped into the next
valley, crossed through the turnpoint and been right
up with the leaders. Instead, I took the safe option,
turned towards the pass where the road goes over the
top, and landed. I walked over the pass and travelled all
night on foot to a take-off I’d already looked at before
the race. This is where it all came unstuck. I had one
window which I missed with a failed launch, I then had to

move to another nearby launch and sprained my ankle.
It didn’t seem too bad at first. I waited and waited
on launch with beautiful clouds way out in the valley,
but I was completely clouded in. Eventually, someone
messaged me to get out of there, the wind was blowing
over a glacier the next valley over, the reason why it was
completely clouded in where I was. I took off, but had
no luck, judged badly and ended up landing in the main
valley. I’d missed one of the best flying days of the comp
and was now stuck with having to walk the next 50km
or so. By the time I got some sleep and woke up the next
morning my ankle was swollen and I could barely put any
weight on it. I spent the next few hours in agony walking
with my poles.
My supporter and I arrived at the next take-off to
join another competitor, we waited until we thought
conditions were good enough to take off – some light
thermals had just started to kick off. Unfortunately, we
ended up on a long glide. I managed to face land a few

Aborting a launch
Photo: John Nash – Red Bull Photofiles
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We pigged out that night and had a good night’s
sleep. The next morning was a mixed bag of emotions:
The idea that I’d given up was too much for me, so to
make myself feel better, I decided to find Max and try to
help him if I could. This was the best thing I could have
done. We forged ahead, found take-offs, calculated how
long it would take him to get to them and I even flew
off them before he did. The first time I flew, I remember
buzzing the launch to get Max to take off. He sat there
for ages before he could bring himself to launch – the
thought of not getting a thermal and ending up back at
the bottom of the mountain was too much.
In contrast, I had an amazing flight, scratched along
this ridge, made good decisions, picked good lines… I
toplanded at a hut at the end of the ridge to watch a
Japanese pilot fly down the most dangerous looking
valley I’d ever seen. Then I watched him scratch and
scratch to get out of it. I took off again and flew out
into the valley and later heard he eventually made it
out of there by the seat of his pants. In the meantime,
Max took off, went in a different direction and didn’t do
so well. The next day was the similar, I had the luxury
of driving up the mountain which Max, of course, had
to walk. I waited, watching the thermals, where they
were triggering, etc. Once Max arrived, I shared my
observations and took off again. I got a cracker off
launch and skyed out while Max sat and watched again.
He was absolutely exhausted. This launch did not face
the same way he had just walked up and to not get up
would mean walking back up again. He had one option of
face landing about 200m down, but in his state I guess
he wasn’t prepared to take the risk. I watched from the

Photo: John Nash – Red Bull Photofiles

hundred metres up from the valley floor, rested a little
and waited for the thermals to pick up. Under normal
circumstances I would have had no second thoughts
about taking off from where I was. Some nice cycles
started coming through, but my confidence was low, so I
decided to walk to the top to find a take-off. After a few
hours walking and finding a decent take-off, I eventually
got airborne again.
What followed was quite a scary little flight. Winds
were picking up and I was locked in a tight little valley.
Once I got out of there, I flew to the edge of quite a big
valley – I knew this valley was going to be hard to cross
as it has strong valley winds coming up it. As it turned
out, these were just kicking in when I arrived and I didn’t
quite make it. The race now turned into a comedy of
errors. Lack of sleep and pain played a big part in me
making some bad decisions. Each decision created more
problems. My supporter and I became separated because
I had left my phone with him for recharging. We didn’t
catch up until very late at night and only by chance.
The next day was a very long walk into the Dolomites
to my next turnpoint. Marmolada is a massive mountain
with a glacier up one side. After finding a take-off later
in the day, Max Ferndel and I took off in the hope of just
making the turnpoint before some strong winds came
through. As it turned out, we didn’t get very far which
was probably a good thing. Back on foot I set off to
cross a pass before tackling the Marmolada turnpoint.
As I neared the top of the pass, the winds kicked in at
full force – one minute it was dead calm, the next I was
pelted by small rocks – the gusts were so strong they
kicked up stones the size of golf balls! At one stage I
4
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got hit so hard by a gust that I was literally blown off
my feet.
Later that day, myself and Max caught up again and
decided to tackle the Marmolada turnpoint on foot. A
stranger lent me some crampons – hmm, this was a
first for me. We set off up the glacier in a race to get to
the turnpoint and back before it got dark. All the way
up the glacier I was looking at the cliff we would have
to negotiate. I was really tired and thinking, “Sure I can
conquer my fear of heights. I’ve always done it before.”
Here I was, knowing that all the flying community was
watching… It seemed to take forever, fear of sliding
down this glacier, fear of climbing the cliff. As it turned
out the cliff had a nice crack that felt nice and secure
as we climbed to the top. My biggest fear proved to be
the easiest bit. The next part involved walking along
the edge of the cliff to the turnpoint. It wasn’t so much
physically difficult, but mentally scary – the wind was
strong and we were walking along the edge of a cliff on
slippery ice and snow. We finally reached the monument
at the top which is only metres from a 1000m high sheer
cliff. We had to log a waypoint on the far side and, I
can’t really remember, but I might have actually crawled
around it. I know I was on my hands and knees when I
handed the camera to Max to get some photos.
We then had a quick coffee and headed down for the
most agonising part of the race. Most of the descent I
did on my arse, dragging myself down through the snow
or sliding out of control – all the time trying not to jar
my ankle. We arrived back at the bottom just after dark
to find that somewhere on the mountain I’d dropped
the Red Bull phone. My supporter Lewis did what he
always did, put in maximum effort and walked back up

air as he got up and walked off over the ridge to find
another take-off in the course direction. Here, finally,
our ways parted on the way to Monaco.

2012

Three years on and I’ve put my application in again.
As I’m writing this, I still don’t know whether it has
been accepted or whether I will even compete if it is
accepted. I’ve had one of the most difficult years in my
life. Plagued with a list of bad luck, bad decisions and
accidents, culminating in the death of my dad. His death
brought back many memories, not many of them good.
I’ve sat back to think about my life, the years of drug and
alcohol abuse when I was younger – I really did some soul
searching. What does this have to do with flying, you
might ask? Well, the one good thing I remember about
my father was that he loved birds, loved flying. I don’t
think I need to say much more. In the end I found flying
myself and it turned my life around. I had already started
that turnaround, but flying hang gliders and paragliders
was what really did the trick. It’s not just the flying that
I’ve come to appreciate these days though and as soon
as I started competition flying, it was the same: It’s the
amazing people in our sport, the lack of ego amongst top
pilots is something you don’t often find in other sports.
Flying is now one of the most important things in my
life – it keeps me balanced. I get a level of fitness from
it, laughter, patience, friendship, humility, relaxation,
excitement, learning about the weather, learning about
other people. I often sit and think that I’d love to be
like the guy who can fly up and down the ridge all day
and be happy with that. The guy who can practice

Photo: Olivier Laugero – Red Bull Photofiles

groundhandling and acro moves over and over. Almost
every time I do a cross-country flight, I’ll take a minute
to look around, look at the ground and just feel amazed
at what I do. What a privilege, what a journey and what
an amazing bunch of friends I’ve made along the way.

Lloyd is currently looking for sponsors to support him
in the XAlps 2013 <lloyd45@y7mail.com>.

Photo: Vitek Ludvik – Red Bull Photofiles

looking for the phone while I stuffed my face with food
and slept. From here on I was on foot, apart from one
short flight, a wrong turn and a very long frustrating
walk back.
Another short flight ended on a pass at the edge
of a massive valley. The valley is approximately 15km
accross and completely covered in vineyards – landing
options are very limited. I’m not sure how long I sat there
pondering whether I could make the glide out into the
valley or whether there were any landing options on the
glide out… I was hoping that Lewis had scoped things
out and found for an alternative launch I could get up to
or make the glide out from, but by this time I was a total
wreck and too pigheaded to ask him. When he eventually
reached me, I’d already concluded I couldn’t bear the
long walk across the valley and decided to quit. Since I
was second last in the race at this stage, I rang the last
competitor and told him to get a move on. If he was fast
enough he could overtake me and wouldn’t get cut from
the race. I turned off the tracking device and phone and
jumped in the van. Heading down the mountain, I was
trying not to look at the terrain – the thought that I
might have been able to fly was too much.
December 2012 | January 2013
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Left: Fontanile launch. The camp ground is directly below
the brow of the hill, and Rifugio take-off straight across
the valley above the trees with Mt Vetore to its left

Castelluccio

Since you can see the north Adriatic coast from
launch, so it seemed to me the evening breeze was, in
fact, a seabreeze. During the day, however, the rocks
below take-off produce pretty fierce bullets, and most
of us waited until the sun moved off the cliffs before
flying. As in much of Europe, the evenings in June, July
and August have sunlight up to 9pm, so taking off at 6
and 7pm is no problem.
We stayed at the camp site or free camped for about
five days, then moved on to Italy. Bassano Del Grappa
should be mentioned and looks great, but the wind
was strong enough that the Italian Championships were
canned for the day. Onward to Castelluccio, my site of
the moment in Italian Umbria!

Castelluccio

Italy’s Castelluccio is my latest (August 2012) favourite flying site! I admit I’ve been
meaning to write about favourite flying sites for about four years, so this is really
jumping four years. With luck I’ll eventually get back to those other flying sites.
by Graham Lee

A

ctually, I should start with some morals to the story: Firstly, if you decide
to para- or hang-travel, first check if I’m planning to be in the area.
I’m convinced, like Douglas Adam’s truck driver, that bad weather follows
me around – so don’t go where I am! Next, when you do find a place where the flying
weather is good, make time to stay there a while. I have been to so many sites, found
good flying, then ‘had’ to leave only to run into bad weather! My experience from May
to August 2012 for France and England was – lousy weather.
Oh yes, a side story: While crossing France we drove into a circle near Argentan
– Bang! Literally, our brakes blew! How we avoided hitting or being hit I, the driver,
have no idea! However, by the time we stopped – 100m later, there was one service
station. After two days we were on our way again. No doubt there is a puppetmaster
somewhere who was on our side – if those brakes had blown any later, on some of
the Alpine passes we chugged up and down, who knows what we could have done.
The Poms have an annual roadworthy called ‘MOT’, so we criss-crossed the
Channel, then headed across to France and Germany, the German Alps – mostly bad
weather, Austria – bad weather, then into Slovenia. Okay, it wasn’t altogether as
bad as I suggest, but it’s one of those stories I hope to come back to another time!

Slovenia

Castelluccio seen from the pass to the east
Photos: Graham Lee
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Tollmin was, well, bad weather for about four days, so we made our way down to Lijak
(45.9635N, 13.7236E) near the town of Nova Gorica on the Italian border.
Here things definitely improved and this place is a challenger for the ‘top of the sites’ prize. Access is easy via
busses for €5 and once there, take-off is large and well set up although the shade cloth surface they use can catch
in your boots. There are two large main landing sites – one situated at a local campsite which makes a big effort to
attract pilots, the other run by the club and schools. Outlanding generally presents no problem, once clear of the
trees. The ridge extends for about 40km eastward and longer cross-country flights are possible.
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We climbed slowly up from the Italian east coast in our
‘camping car’ into the Apennines from Ancona. In August
this area is hideously crowded and incredibly hot, even
for people who have lived in Far North Queensland.
Once over the top and there it was. Wow! The little
village – less than two dozen people live here in what can
be a really (-30ºC) cold winter – sits on a small hill above
an amazing valley.
The flat, hanging valley, 1200m ASL, was once a lake
and even now you can find the plug hole which let the
water out and continues to do so each spring. Around
the flat short grass pan is a ring of mountains and hills
so whatever the wind direction, there is somewhere to
fly from.
In fact, Castelluccio has most of the conveniences
as long as you have transport to get there. Actually, a
vehicle you can sleep in helps. However, I should say we
could not find a supermarket nor, if you are camping,
was there a public toilet. There are small hotels, lots of
local produce on sale and there is to a local truck-based
supplier of vegetables. It seems likely that the arrival of
‘Prodelta’ flying school at Castelluccio, about 10 years
ago, has helped keep the town going and the school
can help with ideas for accommodation, etc (check them
on the net). There are also a couple of spots around
the valley, including a carpark at Rifugio Perugia where
people spend nights.
In our case, we had our little old camping car and
right there on the main landing site is a free parking
come overnighting spot. It’s not really a camp spot since
the field has almost no facilities, but there is at least a
small lean-to cafe for those après-flying talk sessions.
Oh, and after a few days I’d advise strongly against even
approaching the portable bogs which were there when
we were – Eek! – you’ll disturb the flies!
Each morning a ‘briefing’ is held in town at the
Prodelta flying school where the weather of the day
is discussed and from which Claudio and the others
working there will drive you to the flying site of the day
for €5. I was very much reminded of the old Borah Basher
when 13 pilots, 12 paragliders and two hang gliders
piled into the Landrover to forge our way to the take-off.
Prodelta are friendly and very helpful, as are the other
pilots from all over Europe whom you tend to meet here.
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Offloading the Prodelta Landie at the Fontanile launch

There are two main launches: Rifugio Perugia
(42.7678 N/13.1787E) and the one that worked whilst
we were there, Fontanile (42.8113n/13.1978E). You’ll
quickly realise that there are potential take-offs all
around and it is quite possible to find a slope, walk up
a few metres and then moon-walk or fly up
and up! The good thing about Fontanile is the
take-off: 400m above the landing zone and
directly above the main camp site.
Flying has magic potential and the highest
flights tend to start from Rifugio. Once away,
pilots fly east across to the high mountain
slopes of Mt Vetore, from which it is possible
to get enough height to look over into the
eastern valleys back towards the Adriatic.
While we were there pevailing winds
made Fontanile launch our choice and it was
great. One evening flight took me well above
launch, then along the ridge, first over the
Castelluccio village itself – although not
knowing the rules, as well as the presence
of a big sailplane in the area, I did not hang
around – then back along the ridge, across
the take-off to the other end and the dead
end valley.
As often happens, hanging around launch
was not my favourite place – the number of
paragliders of various levels of expertise as
well as many hang gliders rather intimidated
me. Things got rather tense when one pilot
took off with a knotted rear line. Fortunately,
despite an obvious tendency of the glider
to spin towards the shortened line, launch
has plenty of space and the pilot was able –
although struggling and under radio advice all
the way – to hold the spin, drift sideways and
dump the beast a couple of hundred metres
further along the hill.Later, after landing, I

heard a very annoyed hang glider pilot give another hell
for a failure to obey the rules of the air. It is of concern
when pilots forget the right of way rules in crowded
airspace.
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Fabulous local produce in the village centre

Castelluccio
Castelluccio with Mt Vetore behind, as you look east from Fontanile

Locals do warn that landing can become exciting
during the heat of August as dust devils and bullet
thermals can pop up. Despite it being well after 5pm
when I took off one evening, the air was – for me at least
– very bumpy in places! The sun sets behind Fontanile
and the bumps – not consistent enough to be exploited
as thermals – seemed to trigger in particular along the
separation between the creeping shadow line and the
sun-filled plain. Still, it was great fun to follow the lift
along the ridge to the final ridge close to the village,
not least because the sailplane had by now landed in a
field below me. Westwards, near the end of the valley,

pilots were simply walking to the base of the slopes,
scratching along the valleys and ridges of the hills and
zig-zagging upwards to soar above the hills. Eventually, I
turned towards the landing site, aiming to come down as
close to the edge of the LZ and campground as possible.
Perhaps not my best idea, since the area is bordered by
the asphalted road and a canteen – precisely where the
bullets pop up. I was setting up to land along said road
and copped a frontal collapse at about 30m up. The rest
of my landing was definitely a case of ‘head out across
the field well away from anything which might provoke
such excitement’. I have to admit that just about every

collapse I have ever experienced popped out before I had
time to react to it!
This is definitely a wonderful flying site and a
great place to visit. Given the August holiday crowds
everywhere else we travelled, Castelluccio’s relative
isolation was a relief. As well as flying, the valley
has many walking, hiking areas into the mountains. A
particularly popular route starts at the Rifugio parking
area and follows the paths up Mt Vetore. Apart from
walking, there is a network of bike tracks and even
horse trekking following the ancient paths of the local
flocks of sheep.
Now, since writing about this site we’ve revisited
Millau in France, but that’s another story.

Visit [paraglidingearth.com]. Information can be
downloaded and saved by using the ‘print’ facility.

View from the valley floor and LZ towards the village and Mt Vetore
8
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Ocean

Landing in the

by John Selby

F

ifteen years later, I’m still a hang gliding ‘nobody’
and have taken up paragliding only recently.
So, why write now? Last April, I added an ocean
landing with a paraglider to my log book – no wonder my
mates tease me, “John, you might be a lousy pilot, but
nobody in Australia can match your water landing skill.
Why don’t you write the manual on it?” Well, here I go…

Do’s and Don’ts
for Hang Gliding
Around six years before my first ocean landing, the
Northern Beaches HG Club organised a ‘water training
10 SKYSAILOR

evening’ at a swimming pool in Narrabeen, Sydney(1). The
pilots jumped into the pool in a harness and clipped into a
hang glider. Gathering from instruction No. 1 of the article
describing the event, pilots had to free themselves of the
harness under water before coming up to breathe, “You
can hold your breath long enough to get out,” we were
told. Surprisingly, this instruction didn’t work too well,
reading on, “severaL pilots would have drowned but for the
saving grace of our rescue diver.” To me this compared to
telling someone inside a burning house to escape through
the roof by lifting tiles instead of running out through the
open door.

the trailing edge of the sail, but I haven’t forgotten how
quick and easy it was to get to the surface and breathe.
I also had an advantage: I was in a cocoon harness,
which is much quicker to get out of than what we wear
today! Not a scratch on me or the gliderso far, but that
soon changed: I grabbed the glider by the nose and
swam towards the breakers and the beach, swimming
with one arm and using the other to pull the glider. The
surf was moderate, yet although I had a helper meeting
me between the breaking surf and the beach, the leading
edges could not resist the enormous weight of the water
in the breakers. When we finally reached the beach, the
glider was a heap of aluminium, twisted battens and
torn sail-cloth.
Does it help to leave the suspending carabiner
unlocked to speed up an escape in the water from under
the wing? David Phillips writes on this topic, “From
experience in water landing practice sessions (and
several real ones), we’ve found that attempting to unclip
from the glider is the most difficult and time consuming
way to escape, especially with modern pod harnesses.”
Using a hook knife to cut the hang-loops fared only
slightly better in an assessment by Jeff Greenbaum
quoted in the same article, “Using a hook knife was

better, but it still took time to locate the right strap to
cut. Some of the cheaper hook knives were very poor,
requiring a lot of hacking and sawing to cut through even
the simple tape loop we used as a sacrificial hang loop
in our tests.” Nothing is faster to let you breathe after
landing than bringing your head up behind the trailing
edge of the sail.
My second landing in the ocean happened soon after
the first one, for very different reasons. The equipment
was therefore much the same, but the content of my
head was in much better order. During my first landing,
I could not have made it as far as the breakers towards
the beach. This was fortunate, because when it came
to my second landing I knew I had to land outside the
breakers to be safe. A big swell outside the breakers
will not break the glider, although high wind waves may
be dangerous.
The single most important objective when landing
in the ocean is not to break the glider and make it leak.
Unless you can comfortably stand on sand with the
water around you, a landing inside the surf is almost
guaranteed to break your glider. It’s unlikely you’ll see
the ground through the water because it’s covered by
froth and churned up sand. If the water is deep enough

Photo: Suzy Gneist

This subject has bugged me for one and a half decades. You
might wonder why I’ve waited this long if my conscience
rattled every time I read about some pilot being picked up
after landing into a rockface, on some rocks or in a tree next to
the ocean… Having landed a hang glider in the ocean twice,
it wasn’t just the embarrassment over my misadventure
which stopped me from writing about this topic earlier, but
rather the considerable body of opinion that stood against
a reasonable exposition of my experiences in the context of
available literature.

need to, it may be every 30 seconds. The reason for
going back under in stages is firstly, because you can
see better that way, and secondly, to release tension
on the hang-loop or other straps or zips you need to
deal with.
As a founding member of the Northern Beaches HG
Club, I was as guilty in 1991 as anyone, of believing and
parroting the above described procedure. Regrettably,
this misguided exercise by the Northern Beaches Club
was re-published in 2005 by the Canadian HG and
PG Association.(2) This suggests that knowledge about
landing in water has not kept up with the technical
development of hang gliders since 1991.
Armed with this conventional knowledge, I was
awfully nervous when landing in the ocean for the first
time in 1997. During the final crosswind approach in my
intermediate glider, I took a deep breath as I flared and
slid gently into the water outside the breakers Although
I knew the caps at the end of the leading edges and
crossbar served the purpose of trapping air to make
the glider float, I didn’t know how long I had before the
glider would sink. Thus, I grabbed the A-frame high up
in a hurry and bent over backwards. I can’t remember
whether I needed to grab the rear wires to get hold of

Nothing feels more natural straight after landing in the
water than to come up for air by facing upwards, grabbing
the trailing edge of the sail with both hands and pulling
one’s head up behind the trailing edge. In this way, you are
lying on your back, breathing comfortably. A glider with
a capped aluminium structure will float (in my case more
than 10 minutes) unless the airframe is broken and the
air inside the frame leaks out (more about protecting the
frame from breaking up later). Next, get out of the harness
in stages, i.e. after coming up for air, go under again, unclip
the chest buckles and undo the zip, take another breath,
then undo the leg straps. Come up for air whenever you
December 2012 | January 2013
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where you land, the wings are likely to break and take
you down with the glider.
A body of opinion suggests to somersault the glider
over its nose during water landing, so as to let you fall
into the sail, allowing you to breathe. In my opinion,
this is not a good idea (on this point many pilots agree
with me, which makes a nice change), because it greatly
increases the possibility of breaking the glider. Don’t
forget you need quite an amount of speed to flip the
glider. The nose will dive and you’ll fall on the back of the
wing before the glider-nose comes up. This puts much
stress on the keel. As seen from a number of structural
failures where gliders were turned on their backs ‘going
over the falls’ in thermals, hang gliders can’t take much
loading without breaking when upside down.
The second time around, the surf was slightly more
moderate than the first, there was no wind on approach
and the landing was as smooth as my first one. Floating
under the glider, I felt confident enough to try out what
we were taught in theory lessons: Breathing through
the king-post hole if you can’t get out of the harness. I
experimented with this before exiting through the back
as previously. I got some air, but it was very awkward
to get it: the sail moves around, I couldn’t see when the
water washed over the hole to fill my mouth and the
space is so tight with the king-post partially filling the
hole. Consequently, my technique of lying on my back
and pulling myself to the back of the sail worked for me.
It was again as easy as the first time. After getting out
of the harness in much lesser hurry than the first time,
I tried to save the glider from the breakers. I swam with
it to a rock face where I could stand on lower rocks in
the water. I didn’t know where to park the battens, so
I decided to leave the glider where it was, hoping, that
once the tide receded, the A-frame might stand up on
the rocks in the water and I could get some help – this
was the last thing I, or anyone else, saw of the glider.

12 SKYSAILOR

Do’s and Don’ts for Paragliding

The following unedited quote was sent to me by Mark
Mitsos: “Make sure your hook knife is at hand. When you
are at about 50ft, sit back in your harness and unfasten
your leg straps, leave your chest strap fastened until
you are lower. Send a radio message for help, if you
have time, switch off your electric equipment. Slow the
glider down a bit higher than normal, undo your chest
strap and drop out of the harness at about 6ft above
the water, do not drop out too high as sometimes it's
difficult to gauge your height, but you want to avoid
your lines.”
The principle of separating the glider from the body
before hitting the water, i.e. jumping out of the harness,
distinguishes water landings in a paraglider from those
in a hang glider and makes them technically safer.
Why technically? Because psychologically the danger is
reversed. Nobody wants to drown, but who wants to
donate a tried and trusted flying machine ($!) to the
ocean? We try to save as much as we can – but can we?
Trying to save a hang glider after landing in the
water is rarely successful, so we are more likely to give
up the idea of saving it than with a paraglider, which
doesn’t break up. Secondly, once you are clear of a hang
glider it doesn’t come back to bite you. Not so with
a paraglider! Quoting from the unsourced paragraph
above(3), unedited except for items in brackets: “There
was a fatality abroad last year [2011] when someone
landed on the beach near to the tide line. They were
gathering up their glider when a large wave came and
dragged them into the surf, they were drowned. So
when you have landed and are near water [near the
beach?] unclip and gather your glider quickly.” The lines
and the canopy can get you, even if you are detached
from the wing.
When I landed in the ocean in April, my first and
only waterlanding in a paraglider so far, I didn’t land
outside the breakers and jump off, which I consider safe,
provided that swimming to shore is easy. Why didn’t I
practice what I preach? I believed, until the last seconds,

where you land in the water, which is the reason you
landed in the water in the first place – thus, you have to
climb up on rocks. Yet, even a moderate surf is powerful
enough to smash you against the rocks, while you are
trying to climb. Therefore, locate a spot where the rocks
show a sheltered gap or are easy to get up on to get you
to shore. If you can’t do this from the air, you have to
do it by swimming sideways. This will be considerably
easier outside the breakers.
If there were people where you’ve been flying,
you may wait outside the breakers for help in such
forbidding conditions. This will take patience since boats
or helicopters aren’t just waiting for you to do a water
landing. Last but not least, particularly since Skysailor
material has finished up in Canada before, the water may
be too cold to survive it for longer than a few minutes
rather, let alone a few hours. Fortunately, these difficult
conditions are rare – we seldom fly without another soul
in sight, surfers are wonderful rescuers and ‘Dangerous
Surf’ warnings are few and far between.

So What?

With dismay I read on the website of a paragliding
school, “A downwind crash into the cliffs or beach is a
better scenario than landing ankle deep in the water.” (4)
What’s so good about ankle deep in plaster in a hospital
with neck injuries, as opposed to ankle deep in water?
Since my last water landing, I have found that a number
of my fellow pilot believe landing in water means, by
definition that, “you are in danger of your life.” THIS
DOESN’T HOLD WATER! Water landings prevent injuries

you receive from falling out of trees, flying into rocks
and poor landings on land. “But pilots have died landing
in water,” I hear you say. How many pilots have died
landing on land? Moreover, these pilots were not misled
by water landing clinics in swimming pools. Test pilots
for paraglider manufacturers land routinely in water
when they test glider limits. Agreed, they wear lifejackets and we don’t, but they do this because they have
to contend with extreme g-forces and heavy falls that
may render them unconscious.(5)

Education

Convincing pilots where water landings fit into their risk
profile is comparable to converting a Catholic to Islam.
On the other hand, pilots are mostly level-headed people
and sometimes even think for themselves – they may
consider the logic of the evidence.
What’s more ‘seeing is believing’, so let’s move
water landing clinics to the ocean! I’d be happy to give
a demonstration if someone has an older hang glider
to spare. I’d leak-test it before using it and supply the
harness. As to paragliding, I can provide the wing I used
last April as soon as it is repaired, but would welcome a
harness from someone else. We would need a boat with
oars or a protected propeller and a strong crew to fish
canopy and harness out downwind from the landing spot
and put both in the boat free of sand.
If you have questions or comments, I would like to
hear from you via my mobile +61 414 218 391 – send me
an SMS and I’ll return it with my email address.

Photos: John Selby
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Common Ground

Why common ground when there’s only water? Once
you’re free of your equipment, getting to shore is the
same for hang gliding and paragliding.
Swimming to shore has more limitations than
landing on or surfacing from the water. No prizes for
guessing you have to be able to swim, but you don’t
have to be a good swimmer to qualify for a water landing
because speed is unimportant. By swimming slowly
you avoid getting breathless when a wave rolls over
your head. Pause if you get tired. Your clothes may be
uncomfortable in the water, but keep you afloat rather
than drag you down. This has been documented by Jeff
Greenbaum, “We found in our practice sessions that a
harness and body combination is very buoyant.” (2)
If you were flying alone, you have to see your way
clear to shore. If the surf is too high and dumping
you won’t make the beach without drowning, a water
landing is not an option. Most often there’s no beach
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Ocean

Landing in the

that I could reach the beach and if I didn’t, I’d be able
to stand up in the water I was in – I knew the beach
well. Also, true to (human) form, I saw the dollar signs.
I clearly remember the wing falling behind me, and I
would have been easily able to unclip the last clip around
one of my legs, but decided against it because I needed
both hands to gather the glider, and the leg loop kept
the harness attached to my body. A wave managed to
rip the wing from my grasp, so I gave up on looking after
the wing and swam the few metres to shore (which was
quicker than walking in chest-high water) where the
rocks protected me from an average surf. Although the
lines had gathered around one foot they hadn’t hindered
me in swimming or walking.
I don’t encourage anyone to land inside the breakers,
I was extremely lucky with my wing, not least thanks to
the help of a number of surfers. They got the glider out
of the water although water-logged it appeared to weigh
a ton. The only damage were a couple of torn lines. The
reasons I suggest to land outside the breakers, rather
than inside, are that the water may be shallow inside
the breakers and you may hurt yourself falling from the
harness. Because of sand and white frothy water, the
water-depth is hard to assess from the air. Another
advantage of ditching the wing outside the breakers
means it will float downwind in clean water, free of sand
and a surfboard or boat may pick it up for you.
Coming back to jumping out the harness before
landing, I would unclip completely early. The air on the
coast is so smooth that it’s unlikely you’ll be thrown
out of the harness. This early preparation will give you
more time to control the glider to land into the wind at
your planned landing spot. Let the brakes go and place
your hands either side of your thighs on the harness
seat, then, with your arms stretching, push your body
up and forward. This gives you a good chance of landing
feet first and the headwind will blow glider and harness
away from you.
A hook knife in paragliding is more useful than in
hang gliding: If you decide to save the glider, you can cut
the lines that might entangle you.
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Forbes 2013

Jonny Durand

The Australian National Team

Most recent competition was the Canungra Classic and
I placed third. It was a team selector, so it was a very
important competition and I basically did want I had to
do to make the team!

Hang Gliding World Championships

What is your most recent comp?

What do you expect for the 2013 Worlds?

Which glider do you fly for the Worlds?
What influences your choice?

What do they think of the flying at Forbes?

I fly a Moyes RX 3.5. It’s the perfect glider to win the
2013 World Championships in, it definitely has the glide
and climb I need.

Do you have any sponsors for the event?

Yes, Moyes hang gliders, Redbull, Blue eye and Flytec.

Where is your local flying spot?

Rohan Holtkamp
I run Dynamic Flight Hang Gliding School, and am the
current Australian Hang Gliding National Champion.
I guess I will be team leader for the upcoming World
Championships in Forbes this January.
At Dynamic Flight we teach beginners to fly hang
gliders and microlight aircraft. We also make the
lowest drag base bars for Moyes and Airborne and low
drag, safe and comfortable harnesses.

How long have you been flying competitions?

I flew my first hang gliding competition in 1987 at
Parkes, NSW, using a home-built rigid wing hang glider
called an EF6. I built and flew several versions of this
rigid wing in competitions with some success then
I received sponsorship from Airborne in 1991. This
sponsorship, along with my Dynamic Flight HG school
sponsorship, enabled me to compete in comps all
around the world for many years, accruing almost 400
hours during some years.

For several years, with the advent of topless
gliders, I was also sponsored by Moyes, along with Joel
Rebecchi. We made several modifications to the Moyes
CSX that were taken through to the Litespeed series.
I love flying cross-country, better still, flying crosscountry with friends you meet from all over the world.
Birds of a feather. I delight in racing side by side trying
to be more efficient and sensitive to the air than
everyone else, an extension to this is flying National or
World records, of which I have several.
I have been National champ at times and won many
comps over the years, a picture of most trophies and
I can been seen on my website [www.dynamicflight.
com.au] along with some good reading for improving
one’s flying.
I also delight in tuning, adjusting and flying hang
gliders to perform and handle better than the best
available. The brothers Shane, Russell and especially
Ricky Duncan from Airborne in Newcastle, have guided

and worked with me during the development of most
of their hang gliders since 1991. Ricky was World
champion in 1988, he is not only a good friend to me
but also a great mentor.

Which glider do you fly?

Forbes has some of the best flying in the world. Past
task was over 300km long and on average we fly over
170km a day for the last five years.

What equipment or instruments do you use?

Moyes Matrix Race, Flytec 6030, Flytec 4030, Garmin
76cs, Blueye sunglasses, Sensair headset, Icom radio
and a Metamorfosi parachute.

Canungra and Beechmont, however, we have four takeoffs within 30 minutes of my house. At Beechmont I did
the longest flight in the world from a mountain launch.

How long have you been flying?

Do you have any favourite local pubs that you
drop into after a fly at your local site?

I had many when I was younger: Drew Cooper, Kraig
Coomber and Joel Rebecchi.

Not these days, we use to go to a pub called Dugandan.
It used to be a big flight to that pub, about 65km away.

I presently fly the Rev13.5 (short for ‘Revolution’), it is
designed and built by Airborne. I have helped develop
this glider lately and it was proven to be the best
performing open class glider at the Pre-worlds meet in
Forbes last summer, with further wins around the world
thereafter. Many features from it, including the airfoil
profile, are starting to appear on other manufacturer’s
gliders. They say mimicry is the greatest form of
flattery, nonetheless, I expect that the combination
of this glider and the Dynamic Flight RR harness, which
my wife Sandra and I make, will prove once again to be
unbeatable at the Worlds in Forbes 2013. Last year,
the Airborne Rev13.5 and Dynamic Flight RR harness
combination finished with myself first, Scott Barrett
third and Adam Stevens fourth at Forbes.

I expect flying! I expect a very hard long competition.
I’m expecting Forbes will provide great flying – plenty
of flying days and long distances – and will sort out who
the new World champion is.

Have you attended any other World
Championships, which ones, and how did you go?

I’ve attended 2001 in Spain and I place 38th, 2003 in
Brazil I placed 28th, 2005 at Hay I placed 9th, 2007 in
Texas I placed 13th and 2009 in France I placed 2nd,
2011 in Italy I was 12th.

17 years.

Do you have any pilot mentors?

What is your longest flight?

Recently, 759km in Zapata, with landing in Sterling city.

What is your longest competition goal?

Other than the flight in Texas, during a competition it
would be 238km in Dalby 2008.

Would you recommend any books for newer pilots?

‘Winning by not losing’ by George Moffat. It’s the only
one that I’ve ever read… parts of.

“The Aussies will win the
World Championships again this year!”
14 SKYSAILOR
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Trent Brown

Forbes 2013
Hang Gliding World Championships

Scott Barrett
I am from the Newcastle Hang Gliding Club. I have been
flying hang gliders since 1996 and have over 2500
hours, I am enjoying it a lot, with a wide variety of flying,
from the sand dunes and mountains near home and a lot
of aerotowing too.

What do you think of the flying at Forbes?

I fly because of the challenge in it, because it is a great
feeling – flying where I want through the sky by using
the sky. I have nice sand dunes to fly over the road from
my house, my dogs love to fly with me there. Carving up
the sand dunes is also an art and always puts a smile on
my face, you can tell it makes the dogs happy too, they
are eager to get in the harness.
I am excited about the Worlds being held in
Australia. We can see the home ground advantage
when we are flying at Forbes. The Australians obviously
have a lot of experience flying in Australian conditions.
Forbes is an interesting place with its own peculiar
micrometeorology. There are a lot of changes of pace
that can happen and taking the right route makes a big
difference. Because we have experience there, it helps a
lot and the Australian team members fly in a way that
you can see their confidence.
I like the long tasks typical of Forbes, the longer they
are and the more long days we can put together in a row,
the easier the competition is to win. My glider is nimble,
it makes it easy on my body, the rougher the air and

the tighter the thermals, the more others are wearing
out compared to me and my mind is sharp for the entire
competition. The higher the day and the longer the
glides, the more my glide advantage shows and it is
easier to drop the others off and open a gap on them. So
I love the big high Forbes days, love the big distance days
and long competitions.

What glider will you fly for the Worlds?

I am flying an Airborne REV 13.5, it is a confidence
inspiring glider, easy to fly and makes it easy to win.
It has the best glide, with particular advantage at
higher speed. The REV gives advantages that opens up
a lot of opportunities, to jump gaggles, control gaggles
and open and maintain breaks on gaggles, it soaks up
mistakes too. I like it when it comes down to final glides
it is easy, point, shoot, win, let the glider do the work. I
like the way that the glider is so tuneable, there are so
many things that are hidden in the detail, that make the
glider very well thought out, well finished, easy to set
up, easy to fly, easy to land. The Airborne team works
well together and the production gliders come out of the
box ready to race. The factory support is really good and
they are great guys.

Do you have any pilot mentors?

Rohan, Adam and I all fly the Airborne REV13.5, and
together we have taken three of the top four places
on the Australian ladder this season. Each of us
chose the Dynamic Flight RR harness, it is sleek
and functional. The outstanding features are that

it’s safe – getting well upright to land every time, very
strong and comfortable.
Rohan has mentored me in racing. He beat me in the
second competition I ever entered. At the end of the
comp, I bought his glider ready to race. The next year in
the same competition, he was mentoring me when I beat
him and won that competition. I help him to win too. Now
we team fly much more often and it is partnership where
we bring out the best in one another.
I learn from new pilots how to be a better coach and
get back from them the enthusiasm, love and enjoyment of
XC to apply to my flying. It helps to maintain perspective,
what we do is cool.
My coach is not a person, but a mixture of the useful
thoughts from many wise people. Flying is multi-disciplinary
and I have been able to find the right experts in things as
diverse as nutrition and psychology for examples. There
are many resources of a more general nature, from racing
sailplanes or paragliders in print and online. It is more a
matter of understanding that there are things to learn, what
those things are that help you the most and then seeking to
learn (and practice) more. Flying can easily take a 2:1 ratio
of reading and thinking to airtime. I know that for many the
better pilots the ratio is over 5:1.
In the information age, it’s easy to find whatever you
want to learn. I believe psychology is important to read
about, it’s also important to enjoy the learning process.
Read what interests you, think and challenge yourself in
a way that maintains an attitude. Keep an attitude that
makes flying rewarding to you. Then go and fly in a way
that makes it most rewarding too.

Tove Heaney
I’m flying a Moyes RX3. I’ve been flying Moyes for
many years and like how they feel. Not many of the
manufacturers make a suitable competition glider
for lightweight pilots. Apparently some of the
women are not attending the Worlds in Forbes due
to their small gliders not being certified!

What competitions have you competed in?

After a break from hang gliding for a few years, I started
flying comps again last year. I started at Dalby, year
before last. It was a perfect introduction: Every day we
flew triangles, I’ve never experienced anything like it.
Probably one of my favorite competitions ever! At this
crucial comeback time it inspired me so much.
Last comp was Canungra. Flew over some amazing
mountains, had to have a rest day due to my shoulder,
but then Birgit Svens took over the taping and I was fine
for the rest of the comp.

What is your glider of choice for the Worlds?
16 SKYSAILOR

Do you have any sponsors for the event?

Me, myself and my family – my family big time. Thorry,
my son, has been driving for us for years. Hannah, our
daughter, is an expert at the retrieve GPS programming.
Grant drives sometime. (I need sponsorship from
Rocktape. Just spent $270 on tape for my shoulder!)

Where is your local flying site?

I live in Tocumwal and fly in the surrounding area. Sadly,
due to political reasons, we can’t fly from Toc. So we
mainly use Tocumwal as a base. In a northerly, we drive
north and fly back towards Tocumwal, past and beyond.
In a south-west (predominant wind direction) we fly

from Peter Holloway’s airpark at Locksley. We often go
down early in the morning as Grant flies the tug for the
tandems and the students early. Then Peter tows up
the XC pilots once it gets thermic. Tocumwal is 100km
back to the north and then we can go for hundreds
of kilometres. This way we do half our driving in the
morning and the other half after flying.

Do you have any favourite pubs you stop
at on the way home?

To be honest, we don’t often have time and it’s not
our priority. Our highest priority is to get the family
organised and to fly as far as we can, then drive home so
we can do it all over again the next day. Between trying
to fit in hang gliding, wakeboarding and waterskiing
there isn’t much time for pub stops or lattés.

Have you competed in any other Worlds?

I’ve been to a few in my years. I don’t like the women’s
comps much, so Forbes being combined is ideal for me.
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What is the most recent competition
you have flown?

Canungra Classic – an important comp for team selection.
I was in Vietnam on holidays with the family until the day
before the practice day. I had to leave Deb and the kids in
Malaysia in order to make the start of the comp; luckily,
my efforts were rewarded by placing 4th.

What glider are you flying for the Worlds?
What influenced your choice?

Most of the guys are confused by this
concept, but it’s simple: I wouldn’t be
flying at all if it wasn’t for the support
Deb offers. It’s all a juggling act.

What do you think of the flying at Forbes?

Where is your local flying site?

Flytec 6030, Garmin 76s in a pod made by Nick Purcell.

I grew up on a farm 13km north of
Grenfell, near Forbes. My parents still
live there. Long before I dreamed of
flying myself, my father would take
me out to the tow paddock and we’d marvel over those
marvelous men and their flying machines. The fact that I
am now one of them still blows me away.
Deb and I recently purchased a property near Lake
George, north of Canberra. This is a small step towards
one day setting an Aussie record. By living beside a
launch in an area with such potential, the plan is to one
day get that illusive 600km.

Do you have any favourite pubs you stop off at
Moyes Litespeed RX3.5. I had been flying an RS since on the way home after a fly at your local spot?
they appeared on the scene in 2008. I loved the RS,
but upon hearing the positive reviews of the RX, I felt
compelled to place an order with the factory. Wow!
The handling is amazing, I was instantly dialed into
this glider. I won the first task at Canungra after only a
13-minute tow prior to the comp.

As per the record flight from Lake George, in order of
how happy I’d be to land at each of these: Colonial Inn,
Gundaroo – my local, George Harcourt Inn – the popular
carpooling location for Canberra hangies, Jugiong Motor
Inn – right on the 100km mark from Lake George, then
anywhere west of that – the further the better.

Do you have any sponsors for the event?

Have you attended any World Championships?

I have flown in the Open Worlds at Monte Cucco and Hay
– had a lot of fun as both sites are awesome.

setting in the west and it would be flatlands forever. I
would be looking out onto that flat country and just feel
all of my whole body relaxing. I was in my element. No
obstacles, nothing to hold me back. Endless opportunity!

Moyes have given me a big helping hand to get to where
I am in this sport, but most importantly, an amazingly
supportive family. It’s an ongoing joke with the Canberra
club here, on a marginal looking day, when asked where
I am flying, I will sometimes reply that I’m off to an
organic market garden open day or to hockey with Deb
– they look puzzled. I explain that everything I do, every
action I ever take, is fundamentally to aid my flying.

What are you expecting for the
2013 World Championships in Forbes?

I want to fly consistently, make goal and then the results
will look after themselves. I also want my shoulder to
last. I’ve had an MRI and am doing a lot of physio and gym
work to repair it. If I can get it taped properly, it should
hopefully last through Forbes.

What do they think of the flying at Forbes?

Absolutely love it! I’m a flatlands girl. Grew up in Norway
full of mountains, but absolutely love the flatlands.
When I used to run my XC tours out of Deniliquin/
Conargo (we lived outside Canberra), I remember driving
towards Deniliquin for the big tour: We would leave the
Canberra region, go down the Hume HWY, turn off and hit
Wagga Wagga, fill up with petrol and then cross the last
hill a few kilometres out of town. The sun was usually
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My home turf, where I grew up. How could I not love
flying in this area?

What equipment or instruments do you use?
How long have you been flying?
I learned with Tove in 2004.

Do you have any pilot mentors?

Many, I try to soak up tips from anyone who has more
‘luck’ than I do. Tove, Scott Hannaford, Andrew Barnes
and Peter Dall in the early days. These days Scott
Barrett, Jonny and Attila seem to have all the ‘luck’ so I
listen to them more and more.

What is your longest flight?

346km during Dalby Comp 2009.

What is your longest competition goal?

Two 300km+ comp goals and I’ve made both of them.
One at Forbes, the other from Dalby.

Do you recommend any books for newer pilots?

Anything by Dennis Pagen. Once you can steer a glider
around the sky, focus on sports psychology. There are
many books on the subject.

Italy 2011. Amazing location, amazing food, amazing
people. Unfortunately, it’s no Forbes in terms of flying
consistency. We flew only two tasks which blew my
mind: After 100km of flying there was barely five
minutes between the top 80 pilots! Hopefully, on my
home turf I have a few tricks to pull to put me at the top
end of those 80 pilots.

I use a Flytec 6030.

Grant found all of my gear, charged everything up
and packed my harness. “Off you go,” he said, “I’m
sure they will have some gliders there you can fly.”
Once in Bright, I flew six different gliders in two
days, after that I was okay to come home and fly
my Moyes Litespeed. It was probably one of the only
Women’s events I’ve truly enjoyed attending.

How long have you been flying?

What is your longest flight?

What equipment or instruments do you use?

Amazingly, it is 26 years since I learnt to fly. I was still
at high school! I have had a few years off, but that is
a long time!

Do you have any pilot mentors?

I have my pushy husband Grant! I mean that as a
compliment. I’m quite a timid, nervous pilot on the
ground. As soon as I get in the air and into my first
thermal I love it!
After having a few years off, I was invited to attend
Women With Wings in Bright, I really didn’t want to go.

370km.

What is your longest competition goal?
I think 230 something kilometres.

Would you recommend any books for
newer pilots?

I would say, read books when you can’t fly, but if
you can fly: fly. Fly with better pilots, ask questions,
look, listen and learn. Better than anything you can
learn from a book.
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Adam Stevens

Steve Blenkinsop

What is the most recent comp you have flown
and how did you go?

Currently top-ranked Australian on the WPRS

The most recent competition was Canungra and I placed
fifth. It is an awesome place as you fly over spectacular
rainforests and massive granite rock mountains. I look
forward to flying there each year

What glider will you fly for the Worlds?
What influences your choice?

I will be flying a Rev13.5. It is a well made Australian
glider and the finish on it is of a very high standard.

Do you have any sponsors for the event?
Yes, Airborne and RideTheSpiral.net.

Where is your local flying spot?

We have two great flying sites north of Melbourne –
Landscape and Thistle hill – both are great places for
long XC flights.

Do you have any favourite pubs to stop off at on
the way home after a fly?

Flowerdale pub comes to mind. We take off from
Landscape and land near the pub on our way home.

I will be flying a RX3.5, it handles rather well.

I flew at the 2012 Pre-worlds in Forbes and placed 4th.

Do you have any sponsors for the event?

What do you think of the flying at Forbes?

Liz Blenkinsop

The flying at Forbes is great – you get to fly huge
distances and the conditions are pretty much always on.

Where is your local flying spot?
Mt Terrible. (True!)

What equipment or instruments do you use?

I use a Flytec 6030 and a GPS 76csx for back-up.
My harness is a Dynamic Flight RR – it’s very comfortable.

How long have you been flying?

I have been flying for approximately 10 years.

Do you have any pilot mentors?

Yes, Grant Heaney – we fly most weekends together
and it is always a race. If it wasn't for him, I wouldn't be

Forbes 2013
Hang Gliding World Championships
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What glider are you flying for the Worlds?
What influenced your choice?

Have you attended any other World
Championships, which ones, and how did you go?

flying as good as I am today. He has taught me a lot and
we have heaps of fun.

Do you have any pubs that you stop off to
on the way home from flying your local spot?
No. I want to get home to my sponsor.

What is your longest flight?

1985 Kössen, Austria – 9th
1988 Mt Buffalo (flew as a guest and made
the finals after taking off last every day)
1989 Fiesch, Switzerland – 5th
1991 Governador Valadares, Brazil – 44th
1995 Ager, Spain – 19th
2009 Laragne, France – 33nd
2011 Monte Cucco, Italy – 17th

What do you think of the flying
at Forbes?

Get hot, launch, get cold, rage to goal,
land, eat, sleep, do it all again as we fly
every day!

What gear or instruments do you use?

My longest flight is 320km, at Forbes.

Bräuniger IQ+ and Garmin 72 in a Nick Purcell pod, Sonic
back-up, brain (sometimes). I fly in a Moyes Matrix Race,
Icaro 4 fight helmet and lots of lycra.

What is your longest flight time?

Just under nine hours, on the same day I flew 320km.

How long have you been flying?

First flight in January 1977. So, I guess that works out
at 35 years…

Good luck to our Aussie Team!
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Have you attended other World
Championships?

Do you have any pilot mentors?

What is your longest flight?

Twice from Illawarra Hill to near Bordertown, 350km
or so.

What is your longest competition goal?

Forbes to Hay with the bunch a couple of years ago.

Do you recommend any books for newer pilots?

Tom Wolfe ‘The Right Stuff’ and Helmut Reichmann
‘Streckensegelflug’.

The wedgetail that outclimbed and attacked me at
Canungra this year.
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News

Congratulations to our Article Competition Winner: Shanta Woodhall!

It was not an easy decision to pick a winner as there were a number of
very interesting articles over the last two issues as well as several new
contributors. In the end, it came down to a draw out of a hat of the most
popular articles and Shanta won with her ‘Learning to Fly’ article.
My thanks to everyone who contributed, and I hope you will all keep sharing
and writing. Our thanks go also to Jay Moulton for the donated prize, the FlyNet ASi,
and his support for the magazine. Enjoy your new vario, Shanta, and may all your flights
end successfully!
The Editor

A note from Shanta:

“I want to say thanks to Skysailor and FlyNet Australia New Zealand for my new toy. I am looking forward to
playing with the new vario in the air and writing more adventurous articles to share with the flying community.”

Women With Wings 3

HGFA National Office
Christmas Closure

Office hours 21 December 2012:
8am to 12pm, then closed until
Office re-opens 2 January 2013:
9am to 5pm

HGFA Address Change
Please note that HGFA have relocated HGFA
National Office from Level One to Ground
Floor which has resulted in a change of
address from 4a/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor
Park VIC 3042 to:

NEW :

4c/60 Keilor Park Drive,
Keilor Park VIC 3042

All other details remain the same

Photo: Jay Moulton
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Registration is open for
Women with Wings 3, to
be held from 25 February to
1 March 2013 in Bright, Victoria, at
[http://womenwithwingsclinic.
blogspot.com.au/].
This is a women’s only flying clinic for hang glider
and paraglider pilots with instructors and mentors on
the ground and in the air to assist in the advancement of
your flying, whether you have just completed your HG or
PG license, or want to improve your XC and competition
skills. Early bird registrations are $129.50 until 30
November, afterwards the price will rise significantly –
so book now! Last time, registrations filled very quickly
approaching the closing date and numbers are capped
– don’t leave it to the last minute!
“Now my confidence level – not only in my ability, but
in the knowledge that I will keep flying – is rock solid and
I know I won’t lose it.” Diana Sima
“Discussing my feelings of fear with other women
really helped. These were valid but could be dealt with.
Being female was not an impediment to flying! Women
pilots are a rare breed and I was lucky to spend a week
flying with a flock of them.” Gia Arbuthnott
See more testimonials and stories by going to [www.
hgfa.asn.au], click on ‘Skysailor’, click ‘May 2011’ page
28, and ‘June 2011’ page 12. See you in Bright!
Sonja Hans – Women With Wings

US Santa Cruz Flats Race 2012

Robin Hamilton Moyes RS4 won the US Nationals at the
2012 Santa Cruz Flats with a commanding 392 point lead
over second place. Ben Dunn Moyes RX3.5 snatched third
place on the seventh and final day.
Competition organiser, Jamie Sheldan writes: “It’s
been a fantastic week of very technically challenging
conditions. We had seven out of seven days of sometimes
difficult, but extremely safe and fun flying.”
Full results and photos at [http://santacruzflatsrace.
blogspot.com.au/].
Vicki Cain – Moyes Delta Gliders

– in 2011 he famously hiked 991km! Another athlete
famous for his capacity for endurance is Toma Coconea
(ROM) who has competed in every Red Bull X-Alps to
date. He is back for his sixth dose of suffering, pain
and glory.
Christian Maurer (SUI1) will of course be on the start
line to defend his title. The Swiss flying ace, a former
paragliding world champion, smashed the course record
in 2009 and dominated the 2011 edition from the start.
Will 2013 see a challenger to his reign?
For the fans following the action, whether on location
or via Live Tracking on the website, the Red Bull X-Alps
will provide a feast of drama, action and adventure.
Confirmed entries:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Claudio Heidel (ARG)
Lloyd Pennicuik (AUS)
Paul Guschlbauer (AUT1)
Mike Küng (AUT2)
Thomas Hofbauer (AUT3)
Thomas de Dorlodot (BEL)
Max Fanderl (CAN)
Iñigo Gabiria (ESP)
Clement Latour (FRA1)
Antoine Girard (FRA2)
Victor Sebe (FRA3)
Jon Chambers (GBR)
Michael Gebert (GER1)
Lars Budack (GER2)
Max Mittmann (GER3)
Aaron Durogati (ITA1)

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Peter Gebhard (ITA2)
Kaoru Ogisawa (JPN1)
Shoichiro Tadano (JPN2)
Pil Pyo Hong (KOR)
Ferdinand Van Schelven (NED)
Babu Sunuwar (NPL)
Pawel Faron (POL)
Toma Coconea (ROM)
Pierre Carter (RSA)
Evgenii Griaznov (RUS)
Christian Maurer (SUI1)
Martin Muller (SUI2)
Honza Rejmanek (USA1)
Stephan Haase (USA2)
Raul Penso (VEN)

Tarquin Cooper

Brasilia Super Tour

In August 2013, Curt Warren (2012 Brasilia Super
Race Champion), is planning to fly Brasilia, Brazil, for
his fifth time, but on this trip, he’ll be guiding and
instructing an XC hang gliding adventure. Check out
[www.warrenwindsports.com.au/events] for details.
Curt Warren – Warren Airsports

FAI News
FAI Awards for Achievements in 2011

Australian John Dickenson was honoured by the
Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) by being
awarded the FAI Gold Air medal at the FAI General
Conference in Turkey this October, the 50th anniversary
of the birth of the modern hang glider, for his pioneering
work in its development in the late 1960s.
His award places John in distinguished company, as
the list of previous receipients is a veritable who’s who
of famous aviators (including cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin,
astronauts Gene Cernan (Commander of Apollo 17, the
final moon landing), Scott Crossfield (first to fly at Mach
2 and Mach 3, X-15 pilot) and Joe Walker (X-15 pilot),
first balloon global circumnavigator Bertrand Piccard,
Dr Paul McCready (designer of the Kremer prize-winning
Gossamer Condor and Gossamer Albatross aircraft,
among others) and fellow Australian aviation pioneer
Bert Hinkler.
Hamish Barker – CIVL/FAI Delegate, Australia

Brasilia

Photo: Curt Warren

Product News
Skywalk ‘X-Wing’ Tonic now EN/LTF Certified

In the growing market for small gliders, Skywalk has
just released their latest glider, the Tonic 16 – designed
to be a glider for everyone. According to Skywalk, the
Tonic offers X-times of possibilities, fun and the safety
reserves of the EN/LTF certification.
With its low weight and small packing volume, the
Tonic 16 is the glider to have with you. Whether at your
home site, to hike & fly, on holiday or as a second wing,
the Tonic is a companion which increases the chances
that you’re going to fly. Its built-in safety reserve and
performance are exceptional, at the same time, it’s a
great wing for flying in thermals.

Photos: Vitek Ludvik & Felix Wölk / Red Bull Content Pool

31 Athletes Confirmed for 2013 Red Bull X-Alps

31 athletes from 21 countries have been selected to
take part in the world’s toughest adventure race in July
2013 to cross 900km from Salzburg to Monaco, either
hiking or flying.
The line-up includes some legendary characters and
many familiar names from the 10-year history of the
event, but with plenty of new talent keen to take on the
world’s toughest race and challenge two-time champion
Christian Maurer (SUI1).
Applications came from all over the world and
include champion paragliders, Everest summiteers and
explorers. One of the main names to watch will be the
Nepalese adventurer Babu Sunuwar (NPL), competing
for the first time. In 2011, the 29-year-old climbed
Mt Everest (for the fourth time), paraglided from the
summit, then kayaked to the sea, a feat that earned
him the accolade, National Geographic ‘adventurer of
the year’.
Other athletes from afar include Australian gold
prospector Lloyd Pennicuik (AUS), back for a third time
in his quest for a different kind of gold. Familiar names
include Michael Gebert (GER1). Unsurprisingly, he is
hoping to spend more time in the air this time around
December
October
2012| November
| January 2013
2012
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a take-off weight range of 56 to 105kg. Performance
highlights are its stability and agility, as well as its
exceptionally forgiving reaction to disturbances. The
Tonic weighs just 3.1kg with a projected area of 16m²
(flat: 19m²). The new lightweight material is highly
durable, even when used in rough terrain. Additional
features, such as loops to assist when launching from
snow, and an automatic ‘de-sanding’ system make the
Tonic a true X-wing!
For more information or a test flight with this new mini
wing contact Sky Sport Sydney <ralf@skysportsydney.
com> or 0466 566288. More at [www.skywalk.info].
Ralf Gittfried – Sky Sport Sydney

New Ascent mini vario with GPS !

In strong winds, the Tonic can be used in many ways
thanks to its effective speed bar and small area. For
low-level soaring, dynamic turns are easy to initiate via
the brakes. The righting moment provides the necessary
safety, even for occasional pilots.
The Tonic’s certification varies from EN/LTF-B on the
low weight range to EN/LTF-C on the higher end with

Ascent varios have released a new model to replace their
highly successful original wrist mounted mini vario.
The new H1 model now includes a GPS.
The features are the result of extensive
pilot feedback and the screen display is
perfectly optimised.
In addition to the usual vario
functions, the GPS also provides
Ground Speed, Glide Ratio, Heading, Positions, and
Distance and Direction from Launch. It also features auto
altitude calibration of the pressure sensor with the GPS.
The GPS tracks are easily downloadable in both KML
and IGC formats.

The Ascent H1 is delivered with a wall and car
charger, USB cable, case and wrist/riser strap.
The new Ascent GPS Vario is
ideal for those pilots seeking
a lightweight easy to use
instrument – eg, hike/fly,
tandem pilots, comp/XC pilots
back-up and, of course, as
an everyday unit for those
seeking to minimise
their equipment without
compromising functionality.
The RRP $399 including delivery. For more
information contact the importer: Manilla Paragliding,
Godfrey Wenness, ph: 02 67856545, email <godfrey@
flymanilla.com> or see [www.flymanilla.com].
Godfrey Wenness – Manilla Paragliding

Acro Zone Products

AirDesign Susi 20 released – Susi 18 EN-D certified

AirDesign’s Susi has become a popular choice for the more experienced PG pilots who want to have fun in all kind
of conditions and places – soaring in strong coastal winds, mountaineering, ‘hike & fly’ and dynamic free-flying.
With the introduction of the SUSI 20, AirDesign has extended their range in this segment. The SUSI is now
available in sizes 16, 18 and 20.
Further, the Susi 18 has just been certified to EN-D standards, enabling the glider being flown in competitions
where EN certification is compulsory.
For more information or a test flight just contact Sky Sport Sydney <ralf@skysportsydney.com> or mobile
0466 566288. More information is available at [www.skywalk.info].
Ralf Gittfried – Sky Sports Sydney

Susi
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Tonic 16

Universal Mount by Acro Zone
The universal camera mount
is perfectly designed for
leg and chest mounting
your action camera.
Acro Zone has also
incorporated the flexible
strap system, which allows the camera to be mounted
almost anywhere on your body (chest/arm/foot, etc).
There are no hard or brittle plastic parts on the universal
mount. The camera is housed in a soft neoprene case,
protecting it from scratches and outside damage. The
soft neoprene housing fits all models of GOPRO Cameras,
and is interchangeable with all current Acro Zone camera
mounts (universal mount, strut mount, foot mount,
magnetic mount). The universal mount has been tested
to withstand 7Gs and is the ultimate mount for SIV and
Acro training, or just to video yourself with both you and
the wing in the frame. Cost is $130.

Acro Zone’s
new and improved
Magnet Mount
This mount is suitable for all GOPRO variants.
The new design allows for different
camera angles without the use of a rigid
tripod adapter. With its low weight and
usability it can be installed almost anywhere and
will deliver new and exciting perspectives to your
action films. Designed with paragliding, hanggliding
and base jumping in mind, it is easily mounted in
your wing/canopy, harness clothing, etc. Cost is
$130. (Despite its light weight, caution is advised
when installing inside your canopy, particularly
around the stabilo. The Flugsau GmbH disclaims
any liability).

riser attachment, and all the accessories should you
wish to fly your glider with ‘free brakes’. Colours
available: red/yellow/green/black/
camo. Cost is $150 (custom
colours and embroidered logos
on request).
All Acro Zone and
Flugsau products are
100% designed, tested
and manufactured in
Switzerland, can be used in
extreme circumstances and have been G-force tested
up to 7G. For more information contact <Roger@
skyoutparagliding.com>.
Roger Stanford – Skyout Paraglidin

Paramania GTX XC/Sports PPG Wing

The GTX is the third addition to the Paramania ‘Action’
family of wings. The GTX offers low RPM necessary for
lift and a cruise speed integrated drag reduction system,
easy launch – quick take off over short distances,
flies straight with minimal pilot input, has enhanced
directional stability – both during launch and in flight,
excellent handling – reactive, yet forgiving over a full
range of brake travel, unmatched pitch positive reflex
wing stability, simple uncluttered risers and control
systems and the highest quality from Paramania design/
Gin manufacturing.
The GTX is designed for comfortable, fast cruising
over long distances. While also flying through rough air
with minimum need for pilot input. Its easy to launch,
even on those wet mornings while loaded up with fuel

and all the gear. It simply gets you off the ground quickly
and efficiently every time. The risers and trimmer
system give a wide range of speed, but still maintain
precise, light and progressive handling throughout. The
GTX can be comfortably slowed for thermal efficiency
with flatter turns.
The GTX uses the latest laminar flow MCJ reflex wing
sections which include an integrated drag reduction
system made of carefully placed holes that equalise
pressure at the trailing edge. The result is technology
that has proven to be quite astounding. Therefore there
is minimal power differences between the fast and slow
speeds, a flat polar curve and increased efficiency. This
is the reflex wing of the future.

Very easy to launch
with just the pull of your
fingers – the wing comes
up straight every time.
For more information
contact Andrew on 0407
511451 or visit [www.
paramaniaaustralia.com].
Andrew Shipley –
Paramania Australia

Acro Zone Custom Brake Handles
The best handles on the market with soft padded neoprene loops and ergonomic, finger ‘grooved’ handles.
Ideal for long ‘comfy’ XC, Acro and Freestyle. Handles
come with swivels, for line attachment, ‘poppers’ for
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I noticed something 100m offshore Carlo Sand Blow, Rainbow Beach:
The tell-tale sign of a whale taking a breath. It was a mother
feeding her young calf and both were in no hurry to leave.
Photo: Tex Beck
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Making a Comeback
I am sitting on my bottom, dusty and dazed. I know I can’t move
my right arm, I search for my radio with my left hand, a little
uncoordinated, I try to keep my voice calm and unwavering as
I call for assistance.
by Shanta Woodhall

I

Photo: Shanta Woodhall
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had followed experienced pilots into the same
landing area, although less gracefully, however, I’m
lucky not to be on my own. My radio call asks for a
little assistance, I don’t want to say too much since my
husband is still flying overhead and knowing I’m hurt on
the ground might cause another accident if he tried to
land as fast as possible… Within minutes I’m surrounded
by friends as well as two paramedics who had been
watching pilots coming into land while enjoying their
lunch break. Moments later I’m drifting high on a green
whistle cloud as I happily inhale Methoxyflurane while
exiting the field, shimmying under a gate and finding
myself inside an ambulance bay. I’ve received a nasty
break to my right wrist which will require surgery and
the ironically named Armidale hospital is a couple of
hours drive away.
Sports psychologist Elizabeth Quinn says, “Athletes
react to injuries with a wide range of emotions which
may include denial, anger, sadness and even depression.
An injury often seems unfair to anyone who has been
physically active and otherwise healthy. Although these
feelings are real, it’s important to move beyond the negative and find more positive strategies to cope with this
setback.” This is no different for pilots. We are embarrassed by the commotion we cause, the accident usually
unfolded so quickly that trying to understand what happened is difficult, and most of the time we’re alone when it
happens so nobody saw it to help understand what went wrong.
December
December2012
2012| |January
January2013
2013

My accident was minor compared to others I have pulse and adrenaline levels go up. For me, the landing
seen or heard of. It put me out of the sport for months approach became a challenge.
– seven weeks in a cast with wires in my wrist, then the
While soaring over local cliff edges above a sandy
rehab to get mobility back into my arm and fingers.
beach under a beautiful blue sky, pleasantly high after
The longer you are involved in paragliding, the more a smooth launch, I felt safe and free. I breathed deeply
incidents you will witness or hear about. While you and felt relaxed. Out to sea, I saw whales playing
may feel safe when you’re high above terra firma, once along the coast line, a sea eagle passed me, my glider
you head back to earth, usually on approach or during overhead cruised gently over the cliff line. Then the
a last minute save, things can go wrong, in the worst breeze increased and I spot the first white caps further
case resulting in spinal injuries, broken bones,… the list out. It’s time to land and suddenly my body remembers
goes on.
my last landing – it reacts with trembling and I wonder
Our medical system assists and supports healing what I’m doing in the air…
of the physical damage, however, healing isn’t only
To combat this, I selected my first flights carefully,
physical. What often isn’t discussed or assisted with I flew when there weren’t many pilots in the sky, the
is the psychological healing and a mental approach to wind was smooth and I could concentrate. I practiced
come back into the sport. Quinn has researched the my landing skills, top landings and touch-and-goes so
mental process of rehab and assessed that, “sports often, I spent more hours landing than flying. By doing
injury recovery typically focuses on physical rehab, but this, I overcame my body’s physical response to a bad
it’s important to include sports psychology skills and landing. The many good landings prevailed in my mind
techniques to help an athlete recover faster and learn over the one bad one.
to use physical set-backs to
become a more confident and
resilient athlete.”
Learning to use the accident
to become a more competent
pilot is what I focused on during
my recovery: Understanding my
limits better and knowing when
to push them, learning more about
the surroundings I’m flying in and
what Mother Nature may be doing
– this has moulded me into a more
confident, knowledgeable and
skillful pilot.
Standing back on launch
readying yourself for your first
flight after injury can be nervewracking: Images of your last
flight – how it ended or what
happened during the flight – may
Photo: Jeff Woodhall
flash through your mind and your
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Facing other pilots in my cast had been difficult –
questions, retelling the story, wondering what they
thought of me as a pilot or my skill level… Still, I was
determined to continue to surround myself with friends
and people I looked to as mentors. My mentors included
pilots who’d been through similar situations or who had
experience I could learn from. Although I could have
stayed away from my paragliding community until I had
healed, I believed that spending time with my supportive
friends and watching and chatting to others on launch,
would help me get back into the sky quicker. I got to
know others who happily shared their own mental
rollercoaster rides with me. By maintaining this contact,
my PG network grew and with it my skills, both mental
and physical.
Although we have no sports psychologists to help
us cope with set-backs, embracing your local community
of fellow pilots will assist you on your comeback from
injury, you simply need to open up to them.
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Interview:

John Dickenson
John Dickenson receives the FAI Gold Air Medal
Photos: Courtesy Federation Aeronautique Internationale

– Recipient of the
2012 FAI Gold Air Medal

At the 2012 FAI Awards Ceremony held in Antalya, Turkey,
John Dickenson was presented with the FAI Gold Air Medal
by FAI President John Grubbström for his great contribution
to the development of aeronautics by inventing the modern
hang glider.
article courtesy of FAI

How did you get interested in air sports?

T

he FAI Gold Air Medal is one of the two most
prestigious FAI awards together with the Gold
Space Medal. It is reserved for those who have
contributed greatly to the development of aeronautics
through their activities, work, achievements, initiative
or devotion to the advancement of aviation.

What was your first thought after receiving news
you had been awarded the FAI Gold Air Medal?

I had been unaware of the submission to the FAI for the
‘Gold Air Medal’, and was only advised a week or so prior
to the announcement that the application had been
successful. Initially, my feelings were that it would be
unlikely to be successful, that my humble experiment
with plastic sheet, sticky tape and other odd pieces
of scrap could never be seen as worthy of such a high
honour. When advised of the success of the submission,
I was amazed, and not altogether sure whether I was
dreaming or not, until I received formal confirmation.
I am deeply grateful to Mr Stephane Malbos of France,
and Mr Ken de Russy of the USA for their submissions,
as well as Mr Graeme Henderson, a New Zealander now
living in Australia, for validating the veracity of the
information they provided to the FAI.
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From early childhood I was always interested in things
that flew, and once I learned to read I studied everything
I could lay my hands on about aircraft and how they fly
intensely. I was desperate to get into the air and fly for
as long as I can remember. I built many model aircraft,
and eventually a gyro-glider, which I flew.
A witness to my gyro flights reported my exploits
to members of the Grafton water ski club to which I
belonged, and I was encouraged to build and fly a water
ski kite for an upcoming water ski carnival. I built a
model water ski kite, as flown in the 1950/60s, and did
not like the way it flew. Inspired by a picture of a NASA
gliding parachute, a series of experiments led me to
building the Dickenson Wing. It was far superior to any
existing ski kite and was fully capable of foot launching
into soaring flight. I spent the following two years or so,
perfecting the design, flying techniques, tow releases,
take off and landing methods, etc.

which I built and flew in my mid-20s. When news of
these flights reached my water ski club, I was regarded
as their ‘aviation expert’ and given the job to build and
fly a water ski kite at a water ski carnival in 1963.
Not satisfied with the model water ski kite I had
built to determine a full size model, I cast around for
other solutions until I came across the picture of a
gliding parachute NASA was experimenting with to
return manned space capsules to earth. It was necessary
to add a solid air frame to their concept, which I built as
a model, and did extensive testing with to determine if
the concept was practical. These experiments resulted
in my glider design and from this time on I was able to
fly at will, whenever I desired.

What has been your best hang gliding moment?

I was not the first person to get the wing in the air, that
honour belonged to the late Mr Rod Fuller, who bravely
flew the wing with the control bar incorrectly positioned
– with considerable skill he managed to return himself
and the wing safely back down to his starting point.
Once the control bar was correctly positioned, I made
the first truly successful flight on my wing. Under tow,
I remained in the air for some 20 minutes and found my
experiment to be an outstanding success. The control
was beautiful and the wing had outstanding stability.
This was a flight I will never forget.

What advice would you give to young pilots
and inventors?
Photo: Courtesy John Dickenson

How and when did you start flying?

In my teenage years I had an hour’s flying time as a
student pilot in tiger moths and a short period of flight
in a dual controlled sailplane. My manic desire to fly
resulted in obtaining a set of plans for a gyro-glider

Firstly, to become a committed student hang glider
pilot – I would suggest that if you are not 100% keen to
fly, don't. Particularly when foot launching the first five
seconds are critical. If the pilot’s skills and commitment
are not at their best, they can face considerable risks.
For intending inventors: invention is rarely a single
flash of inspiration, but more often a continuous,
grinding series of problemsolving. The secret is to keep
trying and never give up.
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Paintball Paragliding

Sunday arrives along with the guns. We smuggle all the paintball gear into
a van along with our wings. I’m getting increasingly nervous about this
exploit. A lot could go wrong… A lot could go right. We arrive at Palo Buque
to find no wind. Fabio, who only weighs around 70kg, is unable to soar the
ridge alone under a tandem wing. I am somewhat relieved to be let off the
hook, at least for today. Sam and Fabio grab a gun each and run off down
the dunes. As they start to shoot each other, whooping like school boys, I
wander off to practice groundhandling.

i

return to find three sombre faces waiting for me.
“Check this out Ben,” Sam lifts his old wing to
reveal three neat round holes near the left hand
trailing edge. The boys had wanted to know what would
happen should one of us accidentally hit a wing. They
raised the old glider and fired off a few rounds. Straight
through. The Ripstop nylon is no match for these air
propelled bruisers.
We sit in the sand to discuss our rules of engagement.
Number one would be a clear ‘Do not hit the wing’ – do
not take a shot if the wing is anywhere in your line of
fire. Agreed. We also agree on the lowest altitude at
which to start and stop shooting. Apart from these two
rules it was free for all. We decide to go to the more
reliable Alto Hospicio launch site the following morning.
That night we drown our disappointment with a few
beers and go to bed early. I dream about plummeting to
earth, screaming and covered in orange paint. First light
sees me sitting alone at the dining table eating what
could be my last ever bowl of cornflakes. I savour every
corny spoonful. On the bus to Alto Hospicio my stomach
is trying to reject breakfast. The theme from Star Wars
is incessantly repeating in my head. To distract myself,
I make seemingly casual conversation with the others
about flying. In truth, I am covertly trying to find out just
how experienced they all are. I’m comforted with Sam’s
comment that he cannot recall hearing of anyone ever
dying during a tandem paragliding paintball match. In
fact, no one knows of anyone who has done this before.
Could this be a world first?
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As my feet leave the ground I
think to myself, “You are committed
now, Ben, no turning back,” I also
realise that no one has thought
to research the legality of our
little plan. Rob and I fly over the
highway, my white knuckles are in
by Ben West [www.redrucksack.com] stark contrast with the black gun
barrel. Shortly after launching my
Ready to break brave new ground, we arrive at the personality splits, I find myself swinging between intense
launch site and wait for the flock of jittery tourists to fly nerves, feeling tough holding a gun and giggling like a
away with their guides. I sneak off five times in this half naughty child. As we ride a nice little thermal up, the others
hour for a nervous wee. A Youtube video of me loosing launch and give chase. Rob’s calm voice in my ear reassures
bladder control 400m above a sand dune could go viral, me as he demonstrates the big ears move. We are now level
but I wish to maintain some dignity. Soon all that is left with Sam and Fabio and ready to play.
at the launch zone are four masked bandits, a pile of
In a terrible British accent I yell out a muffled, “Game
guns, wings and a slightly darker patch of sand nearby. on boys, fire at will, smoke if you have them,” as I raise
my gun. Click, click, click, the gun’s noise is muffled
Pre-flight check: Harness done up, by the expanse surrounding us. Aiming is difficult in
this three dimensional environment. Rob and Sam are
wing okay, conditions good.
working hard to keep the two teams in firing range.
No return fire. Fabio’s gun has jammed. I can see him
Face mask and body armour on. Gun securely tied on bashing the feeder frantically as I carefully take aim and
and all cameras working. Sam and I have Go-pros on our fire. No mercy. It was with no small pleasure that I see
helmets, I have a camera stuck to my gun barrel, Sam has Fabio’s legs flail as I pepper his thigh with rounds. He is
a handheld camcorder. We are determined to properly still battling the blocked feeder tube. They cut away to
record this event. The safety mask severely limits my the left, we give chase.
Looking down, I can see motorbike riders playing
vision. I am about to ask Rob if he can see to fly just as
he raises the wing and tells me to start walking towards on the dunes and wonder if any riders got hit by a
falling paintball. Over a big abandoned building we make
the edge.
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contact again. When
we launched over the
highway I was a bundle
of nerves, now I’m so
enjoying shooting my
friends that all nerves
are left behind in that
first thermal. I lean
right out of my seat,
supported only by my leg straps, determined to make those skinny legs kick again.
We are circling each other, jostling for position high above the dunes. Through
my increasingly foggy mask I see Sam steering his wing while aiming his video
camera at us. I start shooting at the camera thinking this will make great footage.
It did. I also nearly killed Sam’s camera. Everyone has masks on, no one is taking any
risks with the wings. In the third and final round, I cover the harness (which is for
sale) with pellets – we’ll worry about that later. I have been laughing so hard, my
eyes are streaming and my mask keeps fogging up – I hope Rob can see to land.
Too soon we are below our agreed firing height and the sky falls quiet. Only the
wind is left whooshing through the lines and the occasional burst of manic laughter
breaks the silence. On the way to land we fly past some men painting from a
platform halfway up a multi-storey building. In my adrenaline charged state it takes
all my willpower to resist a few pot shots. The same challenge awaits me as we fly
over the flight park, the highway, the footpath and the beach.
Back on solid ground my hands are still shaking with adrenaline. My cheek and
stomach muscles are sore from laughing and I have dead legs from standing in
the leg straps the whole way. High fives all round and excited babble about how
much fun that was. Thankfully the stray bullets which hit the purple harness did
not burst. No people or equipment were harmed. We arrive at the beach to find
no police or angry motorbike riders waiting for us. Fabio and Sam walked away
disappointingly bruise-free. I should have followed the Austrian’s advice and put my
paintballs in the freezer to make them harder!
As we sling all the equipment on our backs and start up the hill, I wonder where we
could rent some motorbikes for a re-match on the dunes…
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Speed Riding

Festival 2012
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M

y early days of hill flying in 1982 involved using
my parachute to run off hills with frequent
climbs back up the hill to run off again. At
times, when hang gliders had stopped flying due to
the strong winds, they would come and watch us crazy
skydivers flying our parachutes in the howling gale
required to soar. Gradually paragliders improved their
glide angle and I left the terrain to fly high with the
sea eagles. I frequently wished for a hybrid wing with
the speed of a parachute and the performance of a
paraglider. I perceived a gap in the development of
paragliders because they couldn’t fly in strong winds
when hang gliders still could. A few years ago I found
my compromise wing – a Nova Ibex 15m2, a light weight
mountain glider with thin lines. A true speed wing is
similar to a parachute with thick lines, less cells and
poorer glide angle.

The Rise of Speed Flying

Speed Flying may be described as running very fast down
a steep slope to get slightly airborne and fly down fast,

9 to 16 September – Round Hill, Lake Tekapo, New Zealand
by Ian Ladyman

near to the ground, between trees, struggling to clear
the next ridge, sliding into landing and pulling it off,
slapping your mates hand who has just landed with a
huge smile on his face. Complimenting each other on how
close you got, you exclaim how the tailwind on launch
made you run so fast to get off, then you both eagerly
climb the hill on foot to do it all again.
The fun is in the speed of these quick flights.
It’s different to how paragliding is generally perceived
and uses different equipment – it’s more similar to
parachuting. Now add skis and call it ‘Speed Riding’
where perhaps half the time is spent skiing while
coordinating the wing. The advantages of skiing are
many: Rides back up the hill are quick and easy, tail or
crosswinds can be compensated for on skis better than
during a foot launch, sparse areas of snow with exposed
rocks can be flown over or gullies crossed. Since half of
the speed riding flight may be on snow there’s virtually
no soaring air time.

Speed is Fun

Feeling the speed close to terrain is exciting. I have
watched YouTube videos of guys skiing with speed wings
down ridiculous mountains in Europe, popping on and off
the snow at very high speed and imagined how good it
would feel to do that.
Now at 53, my reaction times have slowed from the
time since I skydived in my 20’s and it looks like a lot
is going on. Experts always make extreme sports look
easier than they really are, and what happens if the wing
doesn’t inflate properly at the top of that cliff, while
your skis are pointing down the mountain?
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McDonalds at Christchurch airport was the perfect
meeting spot for introductions and arranging lifts to go
via the supermarket and bottle shop.
We arrived at lake Tekapo in time for a quick sortie
up Mt John where a tar-sealed road leads up to an
observatory. I laid out my Ibex 15 for the first time on
snowy grass and ran off to a lifty 10 to 15kt cruisy
boat ride, admiring the scenery while the others on their
speed wings skimmed the grass to the bottom.
That night, Laszlo laid out the plan for the week and
the 25 of us introduced ourselves. More than five had
come from Australia. Evan, Eva and Reuben from Wings
and Waves were here as instructors and provided gear
hire. I was pleased that Rob Pine had come as a full time
stills photographer. He is a skydiving mate from over
30 years ago. The stunning scenery in every direction,
with snow capped mountains contrasting the colourful
wings, is a photographer’s paradise and I could trust
Rob to capture everything. On top of that, everyone
had at least one Gopro to catch the action. Joe was the
video editor. Everyone gave him their good clips from the

day which he would use to create a daily movie to show
each night.
Almost everyone stayed in the bunk rooms at the
backpacker lodge with a communal kitchen and common
room. Each morning everyone was so eager to get up
the mountain that the vans would leave well before the
planned 8am departure time! When I used to skydive, I
would add an hour for ‘skydivers corrected time’, but these
days they’re early! I guess half of us were skydivers.
The first day on the mountain we had a strong over
the back wind and the two who flew felt scared with
mushy wings hovering above them as they raced down.
Those new to speed wings practiced inflations and
canopy control on top of the round hill, until a gust front
swept through blowing the fresh snow powder all over
them as they tried to pack up.
It is invaluable to have good skiing ability to
compensate for the difficulty of handling a speed wing. I
was pleased to find the ski field was operating to simply
enjoy and refresh my skiing. I found some suitable jumps
to play on and never had to wait for the T-bar. (Tows
Ian in action

Lake Tekapo

and ski hire cost NZ$102/day, about A$80.) The others
all left the ski field early to drive up Mt John for a foot
launch (referred to as ‘speed flying’ while ski-launching
is ‘speed riding’).
Day two began with winds over 100km/h at the top
of the T-bar, straight up the face. While I would take a
few runs to check conditions and warm up my muscles,
many of the others immediately took their wings and
energy drinks with them onto the T-bar. I was amazed
how they would throw out their wings into the very
strong wind, get dragged up the hill until they got it over
their head, then turn and slowly make their way down
the slope until it was steep enough to accelerate. The
wind speed dropped at times and was considerably less
lower down the hill, so I grabbed the Gin Nano 14m2 I had
borrowed for the day. A toss onto the snow and I was
struggling with lines and skis going in every direction
– so I bunched it up and skied to the bottom for some
groundhandling practice. I worked out to put the brakes
over my wrists, centre cell protruding up in the centre of
the bunch, toss it out and up it goes, ready to respond

I heard about Laszlo Csizmadia’s speed weeks through
facebook and watched the movies they made: Young
guys on tiny wings ripping down mountains in the south
island of New Zealand. This year Laszlo organised his
5th Speed Week, and it was his second winter speed
riding week on skis. The advertising included mountain
safety training courses for avalanches and even training
and gear hire for those who had never speed flown
before. I just wondered how I would fit in with a group of
young extreme sport Kiwis who might base jump from
anything… Aye Bro?
My leave from work was approved and everything
fell into place except the snow. While Australia was
experiencing its best snow in ages, New Zealand was
bare. The advertised club field of Temple Basin with its
club house on the snow closed a couple of weeks before
our arrival. Fortunately, Laszlo managed to transfer our
plans to Round Hill ski field with accommodation in a
backpackers (NZ$25/night) on the shore of beautiful
lake Tekapo.
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biggest in Australasia. The thin snow cover at the
base of the tow hadn’t allowed operation during our
week, but this afternoon, as a special one off, a select
few experienced speed riders were towed up. I could
imagine the steep icy ungroomed slope to launch from
and although I wasn’t invited, I chose to watch. One
rider felt embarrassed after twisting his knee on launch
and requiring a rescue to get him down. The ski field
operator, who had welcomed us at the beginning of the
week with instructions on where we could speed ride,
was now lecturing us about staying within our abilities.
I mention this because it was a valuable lesson for all of
us there to remember this if we wanted to be invited
back. How great that Round Hill website advertises
speed riding at its field, and provides a training speed
riding slope through to advanced!
Today was also our competition day with slalom
balloons and fancy dress. Judging would use the video
recordings from our best three runs through the slalom.
By midday the wind became too strong and I put on my
Superman costume. The visiting school children were
happy to see superheroes sharing their ski field. (See
the videos for the action.)
On day five the ski field closed due to strong winds.
Perfect timing for a rest day and presentation night. A
few of our group went fishing or jumping off bridges
and rescued a driver who’d rolled his car. I chose the hot
pools. Medals and prizes were handed out in the local
pub where we enjoyed another top video.

Speed Riding

with brakes – all good. That day, I managed six runs and
felt the Nano was easy to launch once I got the idea.
Day three was beautiful sunny weather with no wind.
Forward launches, dragging the wings on the snow, and
fast runs down the slope to land right next to the T-bar
station. Stuff the wing into the lap sack, onto the T-bar
and straight up to do it again. Today, I used my Ibex with
its many cells and thin lines and forward launched on
skis. I felt like a student again with so much to learn. The
glider wants to slide down the hill, the lines fall onto my
boot clips and on no account am I allowed to let a line get
under the ski edge. Then, as I accelerate, the glider rises
slowly off centre and I try to steer it straight, but must
use front risers to keep it up. Eventually it’s overhead
and I accelerate to take off. Wow, brilliant! I aim back
for the slope and ski a bit, then take off and turn again
and continue like that all the way down our training hill.
What an achievement! I feel like a student after his first
glide and I want to do it again and again. I love it!
The Ibex made getting airborne easy for me while
the others were much faster and more on the snow
because the hill is an ideal round training hill with
flattish top and bottom. Near the end of the day we
grouped together for three mass fly-downs with many
flying down together. Everyone had had a great day in
the sun. I felt part of a very happy group – everyone was
so friendly, supportive, helpful, caring and happy. I had
managed to use my Ibex to carve up the slope with a very
happy smile – brilliant, fantastic, so pleased to be here.
Each evening I walked a few hundred metres along
the lake front to the hot pools where I could float
and stretch my muscles while overlooking the lake,
sometimes with snow falling.
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Day six: All week the weather had been variable as
clouds or small fronts blew through. Today we were
above cloudbase on the Eastern side of the Southern
Alps with Mt Cook just to our south. The Alps dropped
most of the moisture on the western side, leaving
occasional clouds of either tiny hail, snow, sleet and rain
or sun – all of which we flew through, only stopping for
the wetting rain. Leaving the ski field to drive down, I
flew a long glide from the top road to the valley floor to
ensure my glider was dry for the trip home. Others had

left earlier to drive up Mt John for a speed fly to land on
the lake front near our accommodation. I copied about
300GB of video and photos onto my portable hard drive.
On day seven we drove to a hill near Arthurs Pass
for some foot launching on our way back to Christchurch
airport. After a full week of skiing and 33 speed rides, I
now feel confident laying out a glider on slippery snow
slopes. There was lots to learn, I definitely felt like a
new student at the beginning of the week, but this is
exactly what makes me happy. Learning a new skill and

Later at the backpackers, everyone gathered with
beer in front of the fire for Joe’s movie. Joe has a talent
for filtering out the highlights and putting them to
music to create a short, fast and appealing movie. The
movies give you a much better idea of our week than
this article, I really recommend you check out the link.
Evan asked me how we could get this atmosphere
back into paragliding. I remember the Thredbo Nationals
were similar to this, its evenings filled with socialising.
Although Laszlo’s speed week awarded prizes, there
were no rules and no one judged themselves. Everyone
complemented anyone doing something well.
Day four began with such a strong tailwind that
my glider was difficult to collapse at the bottom, with
the wind picking it up off the snow and dragging me
away from the hill. Forward launches were very difficult
because the glider was blowing and sliding towards
me down the hill. When I managed to ski fast enough
to lift the glider off the snow with my front risers,
then the higher side of the glider encountered faster
wind and encouraged a twist which I had difficulty
controlling. The wind gradient in a tailwind has the
opposite effect to launching in a headwind when the
higher wind is pushing the glider up and back. I was
amazed how the skis make it possible to reverse launch
in a tailwind then reverse direction and get dragged
down the slope and by skiing faster than the wind, and
sideways appropriately, transition the glider from facing
up the slope, to sideways, then down the slope and
accelerate faster to take off.
Installed in 2010, the Heritage Express Rope Tow:
At 1440m long it’s the world’s longest tow. Round
Hill’s top elevation of 2133m and a slope of 26 to 32
degrees gives it a total vertical drop of 783m – the
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Speed Riding
Festival 2012

feeling my gradual progress to
confidence with speed riding has
been a dream come true.
There is still so much to learn
which is different to normal
paragliding. To balance on skis,
keeping all the lines away from
the skis and bindings with the
wind blowing the glider on the
slippery snow, to move around
the glider on skis, on a slope,
and to land with the glider in the
correct place away from my skis,
and ready to stow in the stuff
sack ready to launch again. My
Ibex 15m2 is more tricky than a
pure speed wing, but I was able
to use it by applying more care.
It had the advantage of allowing
more air time when the speed
Photo: Stephanie
wings had difficulties getting
off the snow in a tailwind on
gentle slopes.
Next year this event is at the top of my ‘must do’ list
and I may even stay for a few weeks and consider buying
a speed wing to provide easier, reliable launches and to
tackle bigger, more challenging mountains.
Many thanks to Laszlo for organising this fantastic
week – I had a ball!

Check out the videos at [www.youtube.com/playlist
?list=PLFRWE64AQH_Fn3IraEpXHS9e1BeY3t4GR].
Note: At Australian sites, speedwings can only be flown
by licensed pilots (intermediate to advanced) and with
current HGFA membership and third party insurance.

A very happy Ian
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Events Calendar

2013

January

19th FAI World HG Class 1
Championships

7 to 17 January

Forbes, NSW. Registration and Opening Ceremony:
Saturday 5/1/2013. Full practice day: Sunday 6/1. First
competition day: Monday 7/1. Last competition day:
Thursday 17/1. Closing Ceremony: Friday 18/1. There
will be practice flying from the 1 to 5 January at
A$25 per tow. Organiser: Vicki Cain. Contact: [www.
forbesflatlands.com].

SIV Training with Jocky Sanderson
January 2013

Hunter Valley, NSW. Three SIV courses will run between 12
and 25 January. For information or to book email <jocky
@escapexc.com> or <Roger@Skyoutparagliding.com>.

Bright Paragliding Open
12 to 18 January

Bright, VIC. HGFA AAA, FAI Cat 2. Organiser: Brian Webb
& 0417 530972, email <brianmwebb@alpineinfotech.
com.au>, [www.brightopen.org].

NSW Hang Gliding State Titles
Manilla, NSW. Organiser: Monica Barrett & 0425
847207, <monicaandscott@optusnet.com.au>, [www.
nswst.williamolive.com].

Corryong Paragliding Open
20 to 26 January

Mt Elliot, Corryong, VIC. A high level HGFA AAA/FAI Cat2.
competition with 450 WPRS points available, it’s aimed
at experienced inland intermediate to advanced rated
pilots. Our aim is to have safe, yet challenging XC tasks in
two levels: Sprint (EN A&B) and Race (EN C&D). Mentoring
and three levels of skills development clinics will be
available. The ‘EEE’ clinics will be aimed at entry level,
experienced level and elite pilots. Organiser: Andrew
Horchner & 0427 807526, email <clearapm@gmail.
com> [www.corryongopen.com.au].

25 to 28 January
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PG NZ Nationals – Wanaka 2013
1 to 10 February

Online registration and more information available soon.
Organiser: Derek Divers <d.divers@xtra.co.nz>.

Manilla XC Camp 2013

2 to 9 February (8 days)

Mt Borah, Manilla, Australia. A FREE event for XC pilots
of all levels. This may become a round of the XC Open
World Series at a later date. Informal flight distances
are scored using one of the online systems (your choice)
or your straight line Open Distance off your GPS. Come
for as many days as you like, fly as far as you can, fly
with and learn from some of the best XC pilots. Many
pilots (of all levels) achieve PBs in Manilla each year. Mt
Borah has four huge astro-turfed launches for nearly
all wind directions, easy landings and was developed
for the 2007 Worlds. The Manilla area offers some of
the world’s safest XC flying for all pilot levels, from
novice to expert, with some thermalling experience.
Daily weather briefings by Godfrey Wenness, tips and
trick sessions, campfire discussions, regular day prizes
and scoring updates in all classes (Fun/Sport/Serial).
Pilots with Open Class gliders are welcome to attend but
won’t be scored. Camping ($7/night, $9/night powered)
and cabins available on site with two kitchens, BBQ,
swimming pool. Contact: <godfrey@flymanilla.com>.

Women with Wings 3

17 to 23 February

The RTS Festival of Flight
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February

Four days to celebrate all things hang gliding. No
GPS scoring, no set hills to jump off – fly anywhere
in and around the Kiewa valley, VIC. On offer will be
foot launching from hills, aero-towing and tandem
trike flights from the airport. Start your aero-tow
endorsement with Peter Holloway from Freedom
Airsports. Tasks will be set by advanced pilots for all skill
levels, but aren’t compulsory rather there to help you
learn XC flying. Duty Pilot on hand each day to assist with
any questions. Sites incude: Mystic, Mt Emu, Towonga
Gap, Sav Hill, Mt Buffalo, The Pines, Porepunka airport,
Mt Beauty airport with aero-towing. Rules: Register and
pay well in advance via [www.ridethespiral.net] (nonrefundable/non-transferable); to fly Mystic you must
pay NEHGC membership fee before heading up the hill
($140 before 31 December 2012, $170 in 2013). Only 50
places available! Fees cover accommodation at the bush
lodge, breakfast and dinner each day, cold drinks at the
airport and dinner on Saturday night. Kids under school
age stay and eat for free. Spouses staying at the lodge
pay full price this year. Any excess $ raised by entry fees
will be distributed evenly amongst the entrants after
last dinner. More information [www.ridethespiral.net].
December 2012 | January 2013

25 February to 1 March

Bright, VIC. Registration: [http://womenwithwingsclinic.
blogspot.com.au/]. This is a women’s only fly-in clinic
for hang glider and paraglider pilots. Instructors and
mentors are available on the ground and in the air
to assist in the advancement of your flying, whether
you have just completed your HG or PG license or want
to improve your XC and competition skills. Earlybird
registrations: $129.50 before 30 November, the price
will rise significantly after, so book in soon! Last time,
registrations filled very quickly and numbers are capped,
so don’t leave it to the last minute! See testimonials and
stories via [www.hgfa.asn.au] click on Skysailor: May
2011 p28 and June 2011 p12.

March
Australian PM Championship
& ANZAC Trophy

28 March to 1 April (Easter)

This event is open to all pilots and is not specifically for
advanced pilots. Competitions tasks are set to match
the skill levels of all pilots. The aim being to help
pilots improve their skills, learn from each other and
have some fun. Registration: [www.ppgaustralia.com/
AussieVKiwi/AussieKiwiRego2013.htm]. Also open for
recreational flying, outside competition task times. We
aim to attract distributors and instructors to promote
services and equipment and spectators and media to
promote the sport and its growth.

April
2013 Dalby Big Air
14 to 20 April

Dalby Aerodrome, QLD. AA rated. Practice day: 13/4.
Entry fee: $425, includes the week’s towing fees (incl.
13/4), presentation dinner and Big Air T-shirt. All pilots
must have aerotow endorsement and current HGFA
membership. For further information or to register
contact Annie <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>. $50
deposit required upon registration plus your shirt size.
SKYSAILOR
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Steve in the late ’90s, flying
a powered hang glider
Taking off from Mt Buffalo in a tandem

I

would like to thank everyone who came to Dad’s
funeral on Sunday, 14 October, at the base of Mt
Buffalo. It meant a lot to myself, my sister Joanne
and our mother Julie, to see all of your faces again.
When I look back, it truly was a beautiful afternoon,
and a fitting send off for Dad. He would have been
slightly embarrassed at all the fuss, but quietly happy
that we all remembered him with such fondness.
The Eagle School of Hang Gliding has been such a
huge part of Joanne and my lives – we were only 12 and
nine years old when it started – and it has now run for
24 years. With eight or nine men and women entering
our lives and our home every fortnight, it was hard not
to enjoy this period of our lives. It was a pleasure to
have you at our table for dinner every night. When you

One of Steve’s many students launching at Mystic

Remember Dad when you fly this summer - be it a
trike or hang glider - he will be soaring with you all.

To all who knew my father,

Steve Ruffels

by Sarah Kinstler, nee Ruffels

The original ‘Troupie’ before I rolled it down Mystic hill
when I was 17

Myself in the A-frame and Joanne in the harness with
Dad at the back, with our home-made float for the Bright
Autumn festival in 1989

Steve flying from Mt Buffalo in the late ’70s. This picture appeared in the
‘Sun’ newspaper with a one page write up on the sport of hang gliding
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This was taken by Carol Binder, only two weeks before Dad
passed away. Carol took him up to Mt Buffalo to spend
quality time with him. Oli Barthelmes and John Greenwood
flew while Dad watched on. Carol had learnt to fly with
Dad when she was 18 and remains a very close friend of
Dad’s and our families

came home exhausted, it was funny to watch you pick
bindies out of your socks and even more fun to chill out
in the river behind our house with everyone and, for me
personally, to fly with you as well.
Some of you became great friends of ours and I thank
my Dad for so many special friendships.

Steve, wearing jeans and wide brimmed hat,
teaching in the ’90s at Mystic Hill in Bright

Remember Dad when you fly this summer – be
it a trike or hang glider – he will be soaring with you all.
My heartfelt thanks to everyone.

Steve in in 1983
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French Connection 2

8000ft at Chartreuse

Back in Annecy after a couple of weeks with Anne and Tim…
by John Chapman

I had to return to Annecy because there was no public computer accessible at St
Hilaire and I needed to get some banking done. Too lazy to carry my pack along the
road, I had a ‘luxury trip’ up there, about 100km and five hours by funicular, bus, train
and another bus – all for less than €20 total and all airconditioned! It’s very hot at the
moment and this weekend is rated the busiest of the year on French roads because
it’s the change-over weekend for the July holiday and the August holiday people –
glad I’m not driving, I cycled up to the lake this morning faster than the traffic!
My last weekend in Annecy, there’s a big firework display tonight on the lake. I’ve
had some good flights this week, but staying fairly local and getting back again. I
got up on the high pasture again, then got stuck soaring at over 5000ft and, again,
the big white dog wasn’t happy with me. Still, it keeps him fit. It’s weird to be so high
and still close to the terrain. I ended up flying completely around the mountain, just

(continued from Skysailor August/September 2012)
Charbon and Mt Blanc

I

had a very different time visiting chateaus and nice places, and having breakfast prepared for me at the pension.
We went south to the Drôme region near the Rhône and found some interesting things: one was a ‘velorail’ which
consists of peddling a little four-wheel cart along a rail line thru a beautiful valley and ravine for about 15km –
fortunately downhill and you can get quite a bit of speed
up, unless the people in front keep stopping to take
photos. At the end, the old engine comes and hooks up
all the little carts to haul us all back to the start.
After our little sojourn, Tim dropped me back at St
Hilaire and I had a couple of very good days there for a
week with seven hours of flying and heights of 8000ft.
This was my third visit here, but it still impresses to get
up the Dent de Crolles at the back of the village and fly
south to Grenoble, then back to Chambery and on to land
on the plateau, about 200m from my tent.

Climbing Dent de Crolle

Left: The high pasture and the friendly sheep dog (above)
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French Connection 2

The Aletsch glacier seen from
above at Fiesch, Switzerland
Photos: John Chapman

Mt Charbon
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below the summit, but still couldn’t find the route up
that the air rising towards the cloud over the top was
taking. The wind came from all over the place, so there
was some interesting turbulence too! Eventually, after
an hour, I gave up and flew home – I managed a 10km
glide from up there.
Charbon is the next hill, just south of lake Annecy, it
has a refuge and farm on top with a wire from one side all
the way down into the valley to get supplies up in winter.
The site works well with the valley breeze pushing into
it, but the many wires are something to keep in mind
when flying around here.
Tuesday, I was off to meet Nick in Switzerland, he
was already in Fiesch. I flew a few days in Switzerland
and one day got to 4000m! It was very cold and I was
frozen after nearly three hours of flying. I managed to
December 2012 | January 2013

get some nice photos of the Alesch glacier and on the
following day flew to the end of the valley and back.
Ice and glaciers everywhere! Great flying – I could
see the Matterhorn and the Eiger. Yet, Switzerland
was pretty expensive without the holiday pass, so
maybe plan for it next time, I could really do some
big flights there.
Once back in France, I hitched a ride to Mieussy
for a couple of days, then got a lift up through the
Jura working my way northwards. I flew Salin-lesBains one day, but didn’t get much more than a
sleddie – very stable and hot at the moment with
high humidity.
By now it was almost time to head back to the UK
and home to Oz in September… Sigh!
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HGFA Operations Manager’s Report

“I wish you a Great Christmas

and a safe and active 2014…”

…but it is your responsibility to ensure my
wish for you comes true.

Christmas Office Closure

The HGFA Office will be closed from 12pm
Friday, 21 December 2012, and re-opens
on 2 January 2013. The wonderful staff
have earned a well-deserved break; so
have I.
I probably should write a report more
often, but there is so much work to be done
for the Federation encompassing a wide, if
not an unlimited, range of concerns.
Public or member relations are
important and I hope in the near future
to be able to make time to converse via
Skysailor with you, promote activity in our
wonderful chosen airsports and encourage
you to encourage others to try them,
qualify in them and DO them.

Become a Transdisciplinary Pilot

For millennia human kind has yearned to
fly, looked to the sky and envied the birds
and you and the rest of humanity live
at a time when all, save for monetary
constraints, have the ability to do so. So
I ask you to drive your friends crazy, with
your promotion of our activities, give your
magazines to others or even bi-monthly to
your local library, and scour the internet
for wonderful video clips to distribute
to fellow pilots and acquaintances and
hopefully get them talking.
The majority of our members fly
paragliders, nearly twice as many as fly
hang gliders, and I want to ask that you
try each others activity – either by doing
a tandem flight and/or, hopefully, take
lessons and broaden your experience. I
treated myself to a paragliding course as
my 61st birthday present and I enjoyed
the experience greatly. I had learnt to
hang glide commencing in 1980 when one
mostly taught oneself.
I believe both of these comparative
activities are wonderful, but hang gliding
is more dynamic with its higher speeds,
greater glide angles, cross-country speed
when thermal flying inland and particularly
the ability to coastal hop – in partial headand tailwind, crossing longer distances
through lift deserts from one wind-facing
piece of terrain/headland face to the next.

Some of you who paraglide may think that paragliding
has become, over time, somewhat mundane (no offence
intended) and if you do, then the knowledge you have
accrued in training and flight experience makes the
transition to hang gliding mainly a learning of new
physical skills. The dynamic energy will excite you; of
course, alternatively, you might consider taking up
aerobatics in a paraglider.
I have very limited experience of paragliding, but I
really believe it comes into its own on the coast, at sites
of either very limited size or of consistent wind-facing
direction and length of lifting face. Inland paragliding
has fewer constraints than coastal paragliding. Crosscountry flying of paragliders in thermic conditions is
where paragliding provides the dynamic experience to
satisfy the needs of those pilots who enjoy such an
experience – most people will get bored boating around
on a ridge of limited scope.

Get to Know Your Local Organisations

Clubs and State/Regional Associations are vital to the
support of our sports through their sense of community
and volunteering, and pilots need to take an interest
in both. Join a club, cultivate friendships and mutually
support each other. If everyone makes a point of joining
a club and attending meetings – which usually involve
hardships like having a meal, possibly one or two beers
(make them light) or coffees at a social venue. It will
get you out and about and involved. Go to your State/
Regional Association AGM or contact them and arrange
to attend a few meetings. You will find it interesting and
it will help you appreciate what is involved in accessing
sites and maintaining the organisation of our activities.

Restricted Pilot Certificate

Restricted Pilot HG or PG Certificate holder’s qualification
has been renamed. It is now called Supervised Pilot
HG or PG Certificate, but there has been no change
to your pilot privileges apart from the title, with the
supervision limited to approval to fly after advice
regarding conditions on the day from a Duty Pilot. Read
the Operations Manual section on Pilot Certificates as
well as the section on Safety and reference to Duty Pilots
(available at www.hgfa.asn.au). In fact, read the whole
Ops Manual and see the future for higher ratings.

Intermediate Pilot Certificates

All Supervised Pilots with 25 hours logged can and
should obtain their Intermediate Pilot Certificate rating.
Ask your Club SSO or an Instructor (SSOs are free), do the
Theory Test and demonstrate the skills and do your self
a favour and break out.

Live in Four Dimensions!
John Twomey, HGFA Operations Manager
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All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs

Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to
be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the
future if confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where
no current forms or confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken
as having expired.

HGFA

All correspondence,
including changes of
address, membership
renewals, short term
memberships, rating forms
and other administrative
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, & 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177,
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager
John Twomey & 0417 644633

<manager.operations@hgfa.asn.au>.
➲➲ For information about site ratings, sites
and other local matters, contact the appro
priate State associations, region or club.

HGFA Committee
of Management
Pres: Greg Lowry <president@hgfa.asn.au>
<greg.lowry@hgfa.asn.au> & 0400 759105.
V-Pres: Brian Webb <vicepresident@hgfa.
asn.au> <brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au> & 0417
530972.
Sec: Sun Nickerson <secretary@hgfa.asn.au>
<sun.nickerson@hgfa.asn.au> & 0466 399850.
Trs: John Twomey <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au>
<john.twomey@hgfa.asn.au> & 0419 357195.
Alex Jones <alex.jones@hgfa.asn.au>.
Brett Coupland <brett.coupland@hgfa.asn.au>.

Regions
ACT HG & PG Association

LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT 0200;
[www.acthpa.org]. Pres: Andrew
Luton <andrewluton@hotmail.com>
0404 254922; V-Pres: Nic Welbourn
<nic@corinbank.com> 0422 783
763; Trs: Alun Mills <almills@
iinet.net.au>; Sec: Stuart McElroy
<stu_mack@yahoo.com> 0428 188625;
Committee: Kari Roberson <kari.
roberson@customs.gov.au> 0402 460
659, John Waghorn <jonowaghorn@hotmail.
com> 0417 728495; Meetings: 1st Tue/month
7.30pm Canberra Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.

PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South 0417 930
142 <ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres:
Grant Bond 0432 963595 <grantbond006@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec: Peter Kovesi 0432 629
315 <pk@peterkovesi.com>; Trs: Greg Lowry
0400 759105 <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; Club
Reps: Simon Shuttleworth (Albany), Mark Wild
(Sky Pirates), Mike Duffy (Western Soarers),
Rick Williams (Hill Flyers), Mark Stokoe (Dust
Devils); Non-Club Rep: Chris Bennet.

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association

PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755,
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Bruce Wynne
<president@nswhpa.org>; V-Pres/PO: Nir
Eshed <Vice-President@nswhpa.org>; Sec: Paul
Cox <Secretary@nswhpa.org>; Trs: Graeme
Cran <treasurer@nswhpa.org>; Committee:
Brett Coupland, Tony Dennis, Ray Firth, Chris
Clements, Ralf Gittfried, Michael Roelens.

North Queensland State Association

PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <flying@cairnshang
glidingclub. org>; V-Pres: Daniel Keech 0427
888893 <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs:
Tracey Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881,
0418 963796 <info@azurephotography.
com>; PG rep: Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association

Matthew Fox <matthew.fox@hgfa.asn.au>.

PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding
queensland.com>.

Peter Allen <peter.allen@hgfa.asn.au>.

South Australian HG/PG/ML Association

Lee Scott <lee.scott@hgfa.asn.au>.

Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>
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PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA, <sahga.
exec@gmail.com>. Pres: Stuart McClure
0428 100796; Sec/Trs: Rob Woodward
0408 808436.

Tasmanian HG & PG Association

PO Box 268, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, [www.
thpa.org.au]. Pres: Keith Wales 0407
516845, <giligan42@hotmail.co.uk>; V-Pres:
Ramon Brasnja 0417 203843, <beatclepto@
hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs: Rob Steane 0418
146137, <robsteane@netspace.net.au>.

Victorian HG & PG Association

PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au]. Pres: Rob van der Klooster 0408 335
559 <president@vhpa.org.au>; Sec: Stephen
Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@vhpa.
org.au>; Trs: Stephen Leake 0409 553401
<treasurer@vhpa.org.au; SO: Kevin Grosser
0419 022225 <safetyofficer@vhpa.org.au;
Site Dev. Officer: Mark Pike 0408 801356
<mark.pike@baesystems.com>; Committee:
Brian Webb 0417 530972 <brianmwebb@
alpineinfotech.com.au>; Jan Bennewitz (Web
master) 0423 139923 <jan.bennewitz@
gmail.com>; Anthony Meechan 0407 163796
<meeks65@yahoo.com.au>; Nigel Streeter
<nstreeter@bigpond.com>.

Clubs

Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs.

States

Contacts

All clubs please check details in this section carefully

New South Wales
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.

[bmhgc.blogspot.com] Pres: Kacper
Jankowski <KJankowski@ccia.
unsw.edu.au>; V-Pres: Gregor Forbes
0421 376680 <forbesy@virgin
broadband.com.au>; Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696677 <revant01@yahoo.com.
au>; Trs: Allan Bush (HG SSO) <bethandallan@
bigpond.com>, 0407 814524; Comps: Mark
Stewart (PG SO) <artik_mark@yahoo.com.
au>, 0421 596345, Comp: 2nd & last Sunday
of each month. Meetings: Contact committee.

Central Coast Sky Surfers

PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: Rod Burke
0401 923923 <president@centralcoast
skysurfers.com>; V-Pres: Frank Warwick 0409
468337; Sec: Geoff Bednal <secretary@central
coastskysurfers.com>; Trs: Richard Waterfield 0414 652323 <treasurer@centralcoast
skysurfers.com>, SSOs: Javier Alvarez 0418
116681 <media@centralcoastskysurfers.
com>, John Harriott 0412 442705 <nationalparks-liaison@centralcoastskysurfers.com>.
Meetings: 1st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina
Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.

Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club

6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746,
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.

PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond
Sparkes 0433 917011; V-Pres: Andrew Swan
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1
@bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO:
Tim Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.
com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club

[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
Porter 0415 920444 <Michael.Porter@ap.

jll.com>; V-Pres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491
150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Olive 0412 423133 <William.Olive@hne
health.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: John Jablonskis
0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>.

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Inc.

The Pico Club (National Paramotor Club)

Pres: Russell Harvey 0412 928598 <russell
harvey@optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Ebberhard Muller 0418 963526 <eddymuller11@
yahoo.com>; Sec: Darryl Gledden 0408
281454 <dgledden@bigpond.net.au>; Trs:
Murray Payne 0417 179742 <vpayne3@
bigpond.com>.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.

PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness
02 67856545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>,
V-Pres/Sec/Trs: Bob Smith 0428 317735
<bobskisan@gmail.com>, SSOs: Mark Russell
0434 895185 (HG), Willi Ewig 02 67697771
<skyranch@gmx.net> (WM), SO: Gaynor
Shoeman (PG).

Mid North Coast Flyers Inc

67 The Parade, North Haven NSW 2443,
<www.midnorthcoastflyers.com.au>. Pres:
Derek Lotter 0410 640519 <derek.lotter@
gmail.com>; V-Pres: Lincoln Streatfield 0416
174527, Sec/Trs: Liz Moore 0409 360062.
SSO: Chris Rogers 02 65555178. Site info:
Derek Lotter 0410 640519 or Chris Rogers
0407 918099.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club

93 Wommara Ave, Belmont Nth NSW 2280;
[www.nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dawson Brown 0429
675475 <president@nhgc.asn.au>; V-Pres:
Gary Herman 0401 772289 <vicepresident@
nhgc.asn.au>; Sec: James Pallas <secretary@
nhgc.asn.au>; Trs: Allan McMillan 0400 637070
<treasurer@nhgc.asn.au>; SOs: Coastal – Tony
Barton 0412 607815, Inland – Scott Barrett
0425 847208, John O’Donohue 02 49549084,
PG – James Thompson 02 49468680; News
letter: David Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month
7:30pm South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St,
Merewether.

Newcastle Paragliding Club

Pres: Robert Lackner 0407 934808; Sec:
Andrew Burchell; Trs: Joshua Ludwick; SSO:
James Thompson 0418 686199 <jamesfly@
gmail.com>. Meetings: Last Tue/month, 7pm,
Hexham Bowling Club.

Northern Rivers HG & PG Club

PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net]. Pres: Andrew Polidano 0442
8666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>; V-Pres:
Brian Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@
optusnet.com.au>; Sec: John Tyler 0431
441446 <jhontyler@hotmail.com>; Trs:
James McEwan 0437 368999 < nrhgpgc@
gmail.com>; PR: Cedar Anderson 0429 070380
<cedaranderson@gmail.com>; Sites: Peter
Wagner 0431 120942, Col Rushton 0428
751379 <colin.rushton@bigpond.com>; SSO
(PG): Lindsay Wooten 0427 210993 <lindsay
wootten@bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): Andrew
Polidano 0428 666843 <andrew@poliglide.
com>. Meetings: 2nd Fri/month, 7pm, Tyagarah
airstrip, south hangar.

NSW Sky Hawks

Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres: Tony Dennis 0418
574068 <fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: William
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[www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Adrian Clarke
<Adrian@helsbells.com.au>; V-Pres: Justin
Shaw <jkshaw@gmail.com>; Sec: Simon Wills
<swillsy@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Andrew
McCarthy <natmarks@tpg.com.au>; PO: Jeff
Hoffmann; SO: Mike Forwood; Web: Andrew
Shipley <andrewshipley@netspace.net.au>.

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508, [www.
flystanwell.com]; Pres/Trs: Peter Ffrench
0403 076149 <president@flystanwell.com>
<treasurer@flystanwell.com>; Sec: Philippe
Doyle Gray 0414 919657 <secretary@
flystanwell.com>; Committee: Fred Smeaton
0402 808031 <skypilot105@gmail.com>;
SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083, <SSO@
flystanwell.com>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club

[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au], <shgc
@live.com.au>. Pres: Lynette Black <lynette
black@hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Vicki Cain
<moyes@moyes.com.au>; Sec: Bruce Wynne
<bwynne@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: John Selby
<johnselby@idx.com.au>; SSO: Doug Sole; SO:
Ken Stothard. Meetings: Juniors@the Junction,
Anzac Pde, Maroubra, 8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.org]. Pres: Brett Coupland 0409
162616, <brett@ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres:
David Holmes 0417 322658 <ny_studios@
hotmail.com>; Sec: Kirsten Seeto <kirsten.
flys@gmail.com>; Trs: Nico Hundling 0488
096418 <nicohundling@gmail.com>; Committee: Trevor Morrow 0414 997857 <trevorm
@australismusic.com.au>, Rohan Taylor 0425
268080 <rohantaylor@yahoo.com>, Sherree
Adams, Hume Winzar 0408 190321 <winzar
@gmail.com>, Georges Magnan 0412 062
602 <georges.magnan@molnlycke.com>;
SSO: Sandy Thomson 0419 250220 <sandy
thomson1@bigpond.com>. Meeting: Harbord
Bowling Club, Bennett St, Freshwater, 7pm
1st Tue/month (except January).

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club

50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254,
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Bob Hayes 0438 710
882; V-Pres: Brett Collier 0431 151150; Sec:
Tracey Hayes 0418 963796; Trs: Daniel Keech
0427 888893; Committee: Brod Osborne, Joe
Reese & Uwe Peter.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Rod Flockhart 0412 882639
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Ken Hill
0418 188655 <vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>;
Sec: Mark Kropp 0416 181915 <secretary@
chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Hana Krajcova 0424 257381
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<treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Grants Officer:
Matt Cage 0410 589800; SSO PG: Phil Hystek
0418 155317, 07 55434000 (h), Brandon
O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc

C/O Keppel Bay Marina 3 Waterline Way,
Rosslyn QLD 4703. Pres/Sec: Shayne
Towers-Hammond <shayne.16@hotmail.
com> 0434 544148; V-Pres: Jonathan Glass
<sansabina@gmail.com> 0408 186716;
Trs: Fraser Strain <fdstrain@bigpond.net.
au> 0439 696699; SSO: Jean-Luc Lejaille
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com> 0418 754157.

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.

’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: James
Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.edu.au>;
Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699, <jaw12@
bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 0427 177
237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.telstra.com>;
SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 07 49387607.
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865,
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Conondale Cross-Country Club

[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Shane
Gingell 0417 619167, <fly@SEQparagliding.
com>; V-Pres: James Barr 0400 774153,
<jimmibarr@gmail.com>; Sec: Brett Jensen
0417 792840 <jeno72au@yahoo.com>; Trs:
Dave Todd 0400 774153, <Chameleon076@
gmail.com>.

Dalby Hang Gliding Club

17 Mizzen St, Manly West QLD 4179. Pres:
Daron Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@aclad.
com.au>; Sec/Trs: Annie Crerar 0418 711821,
<annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; SSO: Jason Reid
0424 293922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>.

Northern Territory
Alice Springs Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

Pres: Ricky Jones 0406 098354, <redcentre
paragliding@yahoo.com>, contact for paramotoring, PG ridge soaring & thermal flying.

Victoria
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club

<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Peter
Hannah; SSO: Rob van der Klooster 0408
335559, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923.
Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue see [www.
dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dave Moore
0432 152101, <Dave.moore@gmail.com>;
Sec: Peter Cass 0422 246326, <P_J_Cass@
yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Noel Bear 0425
801813, <Treasurer@mhgc.asn.au>; SSO:
Peter Holloway 0408 526805, <Info@
freedomairsports.com.au>; Committee: Merv
Dannefaerd, Brad Howarth, Brett Huggan &
Johannes Straub. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month,
Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Rd, Hawthorn East
VIC 3123.

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club

Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo
252@gmail.com>; Sec: Bill Oates 0466 440
049 <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs: John
Batchelor; Committee: Bill Brooks, Alex
Morgan, John Seltin; SSO: Karl Texler 0428
385144; Meetings: [nevhgc-membersforum@googlegroups.com].

Skyhigh Paragliding Club

Pres: Ben Darke 0418 753220 <ben@water
bed.com.au>; Sec: Brett Paull 0435 203153
<101airbourne@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar
07 33327535 <grantcassar@iinet.net.au>.

[www.skyhighparagliding.org]. Pres: Dario
Marini <pres@skyhighparagliding.org.au>;
V-Pres: Phil Lyng <vp@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Trs: Matthew Gruba <tres@
skyhighparagliding.org.au> 0418 332969;
Sec: Zumi Chiew <sec@skyhighparagliding.
org.au> 0407 418111; M’ship: Tanya Cross
<mem@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Nov
Rep: Peter Kemeny <nov@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Web: Romann Kudinoff <wm@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Safety: Alister
Johnson <so@skyhighparagliding.org.
au> 0418 323692; Committee: Stephen
McCulloch. Meetings: 1st Wed/month 7:30pm
Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
No meeting in Nov or Jan.

Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club

Southern Microlight Club

Fly Killarney Inc.

Pres/SSO: Lindsay Wootten 0427 210993,
<lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>; V-Pres:
Dave Gibbs 0429 775554, <davegibbsuphi@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec: Paul McCullough
<plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Sonya Fardell,
0415 156256, <s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.

PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 07 5455 4661; V-Pres
& SSO (HG): David Cookman 0427 498753;
V-Pres (PG): Tex Beck 0407 238017; Trs:
Gary Allen 0417 756878; Sec: Janine Krauchi
<jkrauchi@rainbowshores.com.au>; (HG):
David Cookman 0427 498573, 07 54498573;
SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille 0418 754157,
07 54863048.

Wicked Wings Toowoomba HG & PG Club

Pres: Peter Schwenderling 0427 461347
<swendo1@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Justin
Grobler 0421 887943 <justingro@bigpond.
com>, Sec: Sonya Fardell 0415 156256,
<s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club

Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au]
Pres: Chris Bullen <president@southernmicro
lightclub.com.au>; V-Pres: Tony Batson <vicepresident@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>;
Sec: Steve Bell <secretary@southernmicro
lightclub.com.au>; Trs: Dean Marriott <treas
urer@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>;
Editor: Trevor Lane <newsletter@southern
microlightclub.com.au>; Web: Steve Bell <web
master@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>.

Victorian Air Hogs

[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum:
[http://skypirates.freeforums.org/]. Club
for WSM, PPG & PHG pilots. Contact: Bohdan
Philippa <bohdan392@gmail.com>.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club

PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc.
org]. Pres: Phillip Campbell 0438 428569,
<campbell.p@giant.net.au>; V-Pres: Greg
Beglehole 0419 889153, <greg@heating
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Nicky Shalders; Trs:
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860, <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp
0408 678734 <rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>; Site Committee Chairperson: Steve
Norman; Committee: James Wynd, Will
Faulkner. Meetings: Last Sat/month, The
Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia
Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.

Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 6051.
Pres: Colin Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@
bigpond.com>; V-Pres: Eric Metrot 0407 003
059 <tromes@bigpond.com>; Trs: Colin Brown
0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.com>;
Committee: Shelly Heinrich 0428 935462
<shellheinrich@hotmail.com>, Rod Merigan
0439 967971 <rmerigan@q-net.net.au>,
Clive Salvidge 0402 240038 <clive@iinet.net.
au>, Julien Menager 0423 829346 <Julien.
me@gmail.com>; SOs: John Carman, Nigel
Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild. Meetings: Last
Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne Park Bowling
Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.

[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Kalgoorlie:
Pres: Toby Houldsworth <drogue@bigpond.
com>, 0428 739956; Trs/SSO: Murray Wood
<muzel71@bigpond.net.au>, 08 90215771;
Sec/SO: Richard Breyley <richard.breyley@
matsa.com.au>, 0417 986896. Perth: SSO:
Mark Stokoe <Mark.Stokoe@health.wa.gov.
au>, 0414 932461.

Hill Flyers Club Inc.

<hillflyers@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary
Bennet 0412 611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls
0417 690386, Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397,
Dave Longman 08 93859469. Meetings held
on site during club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.

WA Sky Pirates (PPG)

Pres: Stephen Galvin 0419 936400
<galvy1@iinet.net.au>; Sec: Steve Mathews
<steveppg@gmail.com>.

Western Microlight Club Inc.

Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres:
Keith Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey
0428 504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408
949004.

Western Soarers

PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril
Eliopulos
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs:
Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs:
Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull,
Rick Williams, Michael Duffy. Meetings:
See [http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/
western_soarers/].
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Schools

Victoria

Queensland

New South Wales

Western Australia
Australia Wide Services
Certified Paraglider
Repairer
Testing & Repairs
➲➲ Comprehensive testing
and repairs to all
paragliders
➲➲ Fully equipped service and
repair agents for: Advance,
Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin,
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, Paratech,
Sky, Skywalk, Swing, UP
➲➲ Full written report
➲➲ Harness repair and modifications
➲➲ Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
➲➲ Parachute repacking
➲➲ Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, New
Zealand and Asia
➲➲ Prompt turnaround

Rainbow Paragliding•APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders

<shop@paraglidingrainbow.com>

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best, our CFI
Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding Champion)
has been involved in paragliding since 1990 & instructing
for over 10 years.

Courses

➲➲ Introductory & HGFA licence course
➲➲ Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
➲➲ SIV courses
➲➲ Tow courses
➲➲ XC tandem flights
➲➲ Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.

See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
[www.activeflight.com.au]

➲➲ Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rain
bow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round,
60km cross-country flights have been achieved in winter!
➲➲ FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
➲➲ REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the
experts.
➲➲ INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the
knowledge.
➲➲ SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-in,
maintenance and repairs.
➲➲ YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

HGFA Document
Map System

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>
[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

Professional Paragliding

➲➲ Tandem Introductory Flights
➲➲ Paragliding Courses and Certifications
➲➲ Pilot Development Clinics
➲➲ Free Introduction course
➲➲ Tandem Endorsements
➲➲ Sales and Service

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd
Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au>
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]

HGFA Document Map Register has been
developed to create a version control
system for all HGFA Forms, Manuals, and
Syllabus, which will allow all to view
and access the HGFA documentation
structure. Due to recent Entry Control
Procedures placed by CASA, the HGFA
Document Map will assist in meeting
compliance obligations.
A single point of access to view the
HGFA Document Map Register and
forms are available on the HGFA
website location:

[www.hgfa.asn.au] – ‘Forms’
The objective is to ensure the correct
Version Control is used at all times by
members, HGFA Instructors and HGFA
National Office.
Current Version: v1.0 Feb 2012

Mystic launch on a busy day
Photo: John Chapman
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HGFA Office Manager
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Phil McIntyre flying over Lake St. Claire
near Singleton, Hunter Valley, NSW
Photo: Neil Bright
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Classifieds

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per issue will
be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by email <office@
hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93367177 or post: 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042. The deadline is the 1st of the
month, one month prior to publication date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication,
re-submission of the classified must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include
your contact details (for prospective buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verification) and the State under which
you would like the classified placed. (Note that the above does not apply to commercial operators. Instructors may place
multiple classified entries, but will be charged at usual advertising rates.)

Advertising Guidelines

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the maintenance requirements as
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should
always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of maintenance logs for the
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment
New South Wales

Fun 190, low hrs, orange/white/lavender sail, good condition,
speedbar, wheels, two spare DTs, $3000 ono. Contact:
Andrew & 0409 409274 (Sydney area) or <andrew_1101@
hotmail.com>.
Moyes Malibu 188, white MS, silver LE, perfect condition
(almost). Only 35 hrs, spare DTs, suit new buyer, $3900.
Contact: Jerry Furnell & 0408 756949 or <jerryf1956@
yahoo.com>.
New Falcon Wills Wings 225 Tandem, in mint condition . This
glider is so easy to fly in regards to tandem operation. New
design with spring loaded batten tips, only about 25 hrs,
glider has sat in undercover garage & in extended made bag,
$4000. Contact: & 0418 975892.

Victoria

Litesport 4, VGC, low 35 hrs, light grey/yellow/red stripe
US, $3500 ono plus Xtreme harness (violet) & Metamorfosi
‘chute, $500, & X5155 – free to experienced pilot. Contact:
& 0415 322113.

Paragliders & Equipment
New South Wales

A
Very
Merry
Christmas!

Skywalk Tequila 3, DHV 1/2, good condition, 48 hrs, $1500.
Also: SOL Spring harness, Large, $420. Contact: Bob & 0422
744285 or <bob.lane55@hotmail.com>.

Microlights & Equipment
New South Wales

Airborne XT912, 2006, T-2926, with full service history,
one owner, nil accidents, professionally maintained by
Rotax engineer. Engine 298 hrs, 2009 Streak IIIB wing (61
hrs), BRS ballistic ‘chute, Microair transponder & radio, can
be negotiated as business sale (requires extra training/
approvals) with TIF business in addition to aircraft incl.
secure hangar lease 5x2 in Northern NSW/South Gold
Coast location, $39,000 ono with extras. Owner has moved
interstate & has young family. Contact: Brook Papworth &
0417 983869.

Victoria

Airborne XT 582, Cruze wing, VHF radio, 150 hrs, full heavy
duty cover, XC cover for base & wing, weather proof bag for
wing. Trike trailer, cargo bag flight suits & more. Contact: Ron
& 0433 551103.

Photo: Tex Beck
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General Equipment
Kangook.com

The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection
with prices. Contact: Ron & 0403 975041.

Poliglide

Concertina Bag

PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3
concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA
SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, [www.parasupply.com].

Press To Talk System

PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/
PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys,
PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, [www.parasupply.com].

Advertising Index
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Airborne
Australian PG Calendar 2013
HGFA Document Map System
Hollywood Paragliding
Hollywood Paragliding – SIV Courses
Icom		
Kangook
Manilla Paragliding – Ascent
Manilla Paragliding – Flying Accessories
Manilla Paragliding – Impress 3
Moyes
Natalie’s Travel
One Small Planet
Paragliding Headquarters – Compass
Paragliding Headquarters – Gradient
Paragliding Repair Centre
Parajet Australia
Paramania – GTX
Warren Windsports
XCmag – Classic Routes
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