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October near the Gulf of Carpentaria, Australia, these
natural wonders are very hard to predict and sparsely
researched. The lack of hard facts and the different
theories on how they form are quite fascinating, and the
unknowns made our world-first attempt to fly them on
a paramotor even more daunting. This was definitely not
for the faint-hearted!

Thursday, 20 September 2012
by the Bound for Glory Team

Photos: Courtesy Chris Atkinson
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Wednesday, 19 September 2012

The journey had begun! The Bound for Glory team, consisting of seven pilots, had gathered in Toowoomba to pack
mountains of equipment and gear. Eight paramotors, 12 wings, everyone was well hydrated.
This project had been planned over many years. Matt Fox from Tribal Flight, our major sponsor, and Chris Atkinson
had put countless hours into making sure this trip was as safe as possible and had the greatest opportunity for
success. Chris Atkinson and Matt Fox were the lead pilots for the project. Phil Russman was also to fly the cloud
and video the attempt with help from fellow pilots Brett
Paull and Ben Mears whose company ‘Service Quality’
also helped fund the project. Rounding out the team
were pilots Herbert Hobiger and Mark Mitsos. This was
definitely a team event!
Seven dedicated pilots were ready for the greatest
adventure any of us had ever attempted. A very big task
indeed – it takes some serious courage and commitment
to attempt the unknown, to fly a Morning Glory on a
paraglider, thought unachievable by many.
The Morning Glory, sometimes described as a roll
cloud, can be up to 1000km long and can reach heights
of up to 3000m (10,000ft), with ground speeds
reaching 70km/h. A strong lift band in front and severe
turbulence and sink over the back or underneath and
inside the cloud are commonly reported by glider pilots.
The Morning Glory is often accompanied by sudden wind
squalls, a rapid increase in the vertical displacement
of air and a sharp pressure jump at the surface. In
front of the cloud, there is strong vertical motion that
transports air up through the cloud and creates the
rolling appearance. Occurring mostly in September and
February | March 2013

Before flying, there was driving, driving and more
driving through the endless landscapes of the Australian
outback: wind-swept hot and dry Australian bushland;
properties and cattle stations; an area so sparsely
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was right. We definitely did not make too many friends
on the campground that night, but what could we do?
It would possibly be the only Glory we got – better be
prepared. By about 1am, work was complete, everyone
was settled and trying to get a little sleep.

Friday, 21 September 2012

Chris woke at 3am to do final checks on our equipment.
At 4am he made it clear that this was no usual holiday
and there would be no sleeping in. Half an hour later
populated that we didn’t see a township for hours. We
shared the driving and continued the journey day and
night, with only minimal stops for fuel and, of course,
short visits to some landmarks – like the ‘Blue Heeler
Pub’ and the ‘Walkabout Creek Hotel’ (of Crocodile
Dundee fame) – just to stretch our legs. Finally, we made
it to Burketown around 9pm. A great relief after driving
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we took the five-minute drive to the local airport and
started the set-up in thick fog and near total darkness.
Then we could only wait for dawn. Suddenly, out of
nowhere, the wind picked up to over 30kt, taking with it
the soup of fog that made it near impossible to see what
was going on. A sailplane pilot casually walked over and
seeing the stunned look on our faces said, “That, fellas,
was your first Morning Glory!” Our first reaction: Bloody
hell! What have we gotten ourselves into?

over 2200km and being on the road for more than 27
hours! Everyone was looking forward to relaxation and
a good night’s sleep, but that idea was short-lived:
Having just set up our tents, we’re told that there was
a reliable chance of expecting a Morning Glory the very
next morning! A hectic rush set in, as we prepared our
motors and got our gear ready in case the prediction

February
February
| March
| March
2013
2013
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The wind settled a few minutes later and soon after
the next Glory rolled past, lifting the remaining fog. This
time we could see the monster pass – admittedly, a
few of us were more than happy to stay on the ground.
Frantic preparations began and we helped Chris, Phil and
Matt to get airborne. Ben did a great job listening to
different VHF chat channels and relaying any important
development to our team in the air. We now had reports

from glider pilots that multiple clouds were on their way.
A few minutes later we saw the next Glory roll towards
us – it was huge! Matt, Phil and Chris flew towards the
cloud – more than brave, good luck!
Success! Matt, Chris and Phil were riding along the
cloud. What an amazing sensation to watch these clouds
roll through. The boys were all on the third Glory of
multiple clouds coming through that morning. In the air

for over an hour, still cruising and soaring towards the
Northern Territory. To experience this from the ground
was awe-inspiring; we could only imagine what the guys
were experiencing up there. Phil reported incredible
footage and we couldn’t wait to hear the stories from
the three luckiest paramotor pilots in the world. What
an effort! What a day! All three pilots landed safely
in challenging conditions about 30km south-west of
Bourketown.
Finding them and getting them back safe and sound
took us nearly four hours and Brett had never opened
and closed so many gates in his life while documenting
the retrieve at the same time! Although we had their
exact GPS location, getting there was a different story.
Many dead-end dirt roads or impassable creeks or scrub
made the trial and error journey long and tedious.
Eventually, we were close, about 1km from their location,
but got stuck due to rough terrain and bushland. At last
we decided to get them on foot, when Ben reminded
us of a vague little lane he had seen on the way, a few
kilometres back from where we were. Thanks to his
acute observation and effort to lead the search, we
finally found a track that led us right to where they had
landed, which was great – nobody was keen on carrying
the equipment on foot.
We didn’t need to ask them what it was like. We
could see it in their faces. The glow of success and the
smiles were still present after more than four hours of
waiting. We congratulated Chris, Matt and Phil for their
achievement: A world first to fly the Morning Glory with

Photo: Dudek/LiteTouch Film

a paramotor. Words couldn’t describe their emotions,
and expressions like ‘mind-boggling’, ‘awesome’, ‘best
flight I ever had’, ‘incredible’, ‘humbling’, ‘scary’ and

‘indescribable’ abounded. Footage of the flight left us
stunned. All we could think was, wait until people see
this footage!
The day finished with an epic sunset flight from the
local sports ground where the whole Bound for Glory
team got airborne. After this long epic day, it was time
for a well-earned beer!

Saturday, 22 September 2012

Glider pilots coming to Burketown or Normanton during
the season often go home empty-handed, not having
seen a Glory in weeks. So what are the odds of having
another Morning Glory the next day? Slim by all means,
but not so for our team pilots Chris, Matt and Phil: They
rode another set of Morning Glories today – two rides for
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two days was amazing and there are promising signs for
day three. Again the footage was unbelievable.

Sunday, 23 September 2012

Reports came in early of a Morning Glory approaching
from the Gulf – all pilots geared up and got ready to
launch at first light. Unfortunately, the Glory did not
push to shore, so flying was restricted locally around
the surrounding dry and parched countryside. The day
continued with a relaxing afternoon flight over the
salt flats. This is an amazing area to fly in: big, flat and
sandy as far as your eyes can see – a playground made
for paramotors. We started with some formation flying,
then some fun over the endless plains. We finished the
evening in style around the Dudek tent with a well-
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and dropped below a cloud where he encountered sink
over 6m/s on full power before landing. Ben had left
to retrieve Chris and Phil, while the rest of us waited
for news of their whereabouts. Chris and Phil soared
multiple clouds up to 6000ft and flew over 100km in
very challenging conditions, landing right in front of the
Gregory Downs Pub. Why did Chris have the local pubs
stored in his GPS?

Saturday, 29 September 2012

This was our last morning in Burketown. Weird stuff was
going on. All six Bound for Glory pilots were airborne
within a five-minute window, ready to film some
incredible footage. Once in the air, a large cloud bank
approached from the south and a big Glory could be
seen coming in from the north. The weather was looking
extremely dicey with a strong wind blowing out to sea.
We decided to land before these two clouds collided and
took us up with them. We had had an incredible run and
didn’t want to spoil it now. We watched in awe as the
land Glory headed north low above us. The view from
the ground was spectacular and we admired nature’s
power unfold before our eyes. We were glad to be on the
ground. How lucky had we been? Six Glories in nine days
– it was time to move on. The team had collected some
magic footage and experiences. Mission accomplished!

Sunday, 30 September 2012

Our long journey back began. We took it easy, with a
visit to the gorgeous Lawn Hill Gorge and a stay at Adel’s
Grove for a well-deserved chill-out. We spend a few days

deserved cold drink. How much better could it get? Only
three days in Burketown and two Glories already!

Monday, 24 September 2012

We hit a bit of a dry patch, two days without success. A
small cloud formed 30 nautical miles off the coast line,
well out of reach for our paramotors. This gave our team
another chance for some casual flying over some of the
amazing Australian countryside. Such incredible scenery:
twisting rivers lined with thick mangroves, contrasted
with the surrounding dry salt pans. What better way
for Phil to experience his first visit to Australia, than by
spotting kangaroos, crocs and mustering wild pigs from
the air? We spent the night watching footage with a
projector on a white sheet draped over the trailer in the
middle of the salt pans. A few drinks with good friends.
Could it get any better?

Tuesday, 25 September 2012

Cloud number three. These clouds are just incredible!
The Bound for Glory ground crew watched in awe as the
cloud rolled over the dry salt pans. Matt and Phil were at
it again, soaring their best cloud ye, and our good luck
continued, much to the amazement of regular pilots who
migrate here to surf the Glory every year. Unfortunately,
Chris had a small engine problem and was forced to land
in the salt pans about 12km from launch, while Matt,
Phil and Brett had a glorious morning riding a visually
stunning cloud. Brett had joined Billo in his microlight
to take footage of the cloud and Billo’s successful World
record attempt. Six days in Burketown and three Glories!
8
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recuperating next to a swimming hole complete with
waterfalls, freshwater crocs and beer. We were even
able to get in the air to check out the rugged beauty of
this incredible land, but unfortunately winds were too
strong to fly as planned into some of the gorges.

Wednesday, 3 October 2012

We then headed east for some coastal flying. What a
way to spend our final days in the air at Rainbow Beach!
The entire Bound for Glory team flew in formation along
the beach for some breathtaking shots before some of
the team hooked in for some free flying in the afternoon.
Two days passed with relaxed flying, exploring the nice
coastline and gateway to Fraser Island. Watching the
pods of dolphins and whales from the air definitely made
this a special place.
Everyone agreed our trip had passed all expectations
and was to be repeated in some form or other in the
near future.
The Morning Glory and Bourketown are a very special
phenomenon and place. It is hard to put into words just
how special. This trip should be right on the top of your
must do list whether you want to fly there or not. The
cloud has many dangers and should not be taken lightly.

We would like to thank our sponsors: Tribal Flight,
Service Quality, Discovery Paramotors, Dudek
Paragliders, Mightylite Engines and Blue Sky Blue.
Without their generosity and support, all this would
not have been possible.

Wednesday, 25 September 2012

No Glories today. The day was spent flying the local area,
mustering pigs and having a good time. Much more time
was spent playing on the salt pans.

Thursday, 27 September 2012

What an amazing day! The Bound for Glory team headed
out for a casual fly this morning, as the chance of a
Morning Glory was only about 20 to 30%. With seven
pilots in the air, the sailplane pilots announced on the
radio that a cloud was on its way in. The dry, clear
morning quickly cooled and an eerie layer of fog crept
in from the east. It was on! We all headed for the coast.
Matt, Chris and Phil taking the lead. The plan was to test
the cloud out. If it was suitable, the remaining pilots
would join them. The other pilots were climbing hard
– height would give them the option to bail out. The
Morning Glory started to break up as it hit the coast, but
Ben Mears and Brett Paull joined in at about 6500ft. A
personal record for Brett. They then had the opportunity
to fly some broken up Glories on the way back to launch.
Another special day.

Friday, 28 September 2012

Another day has dawned and as always the team is
on launch ready to go. The first of multiple Glories
raced past low overhead. These glories were very close
together creating a whole new set of problems. A very
small flyable area between the clouds surrounded by
strong sink and turbulence. Chris and Phil persevere
and are able to get up. Matt experienced engine issues
February | March 2013
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6 January – Official Practice Day

“What a scorcher!”

Ben Philpott, Team GB Manager: With warnings of
temperatures reaching the high 40s today, there was
increasing concern that the heat was actually going
to become a major Health and Safety issue. During
the mandatory Pilot Safety Briefing this morning,
organisers could not stress the importance of everyone
keeping their core body temperature at a sustainable
level enough – anything above 45ºC and the body finds
it hard to self-regulate its temperature.
Having flown for several consecutive days, most
of Team GB opted to take a rest day before the comp
starts proper on Monday. Only Carl, Gary and Tony were
brave enough to face the inevitable hair dryer wind
blowing across the airfield. Following the strict rigging
position and paddock rules, our boys soon had their
gliders rigged.
Tony was first in line to be towed out of the Brits
due to an alphabetical pecking order (come competition
days, the first task launch order will be totally random,
with subsequent days
decided by the pilots
preceding position).
With the wind switching
away from the forecast
NE, the tow direction
was moved around to a
more westerly take off.
Jonny and Trudi chilling
As temperatures rose,
atthe Red Bull tent
ground and support
crews, and pilots at the end of the launch line, took
refuge under the Red Bull tent. T-shirts, scarfs and hats
were soaked in ice water and immediately worn, only to
provide short-lived relief from the intense heat. One of
the comp organisers collapsed from heat exhaustion in
the paddock – it’s a serious business…

Photo: Zenshi Van Der Klooster

January – Day 1 – Task 1

8 January – Day 2 – cancelled

A day for chilling out on the hottest day on record

Ben Philpott: Waking to see rain drops on the window and
trees bending in the wind there was a fair chance the day
would be cancelled. Nonetheless, we gathered at HQ for
the briefing. The weather forecast told the story: high
winds were making launching unsafe, no task was set.
The organisers informed everyone about the very
serious fire threat – the extreme heat wave is causing
bushfires over NSW and other states, with houses lost
and roads closed. There is a high risk of cars causing
fires by driving on cropped or high-stubble fields. We
have been warned.

157,6km Race to Goal

Ben Philpott: Conditions were, as forecast, quite weak
with maximum height gains of about 5300ft but often
flying between 2000 and 4000ft. As soon as the
lead gaggle made the turnpoint, conditions improved
dramatically as cloudbase rose to 7500ft.

Task 1 – Top 5 (out of 104)
1
2
3
4
5

Christian Ciech ITA Icaro Laminar 14
3:14:26
Alessandro Ploner ITA Icaro Laminar 14.1 3:14:28
Balazs Ujhelyi HUN Moyes L’speed RS4 3:14:36
Scott Barrett
AUS Airborne REV 13.5 3:14:38
Jonny Durand AUS Moyes L’speed RX3.5 3:14:42

968
956
951
948
940

Opening Ceremony

Jonny is presented with his FAI diploma for his
World Record flight by Ray Pearson from ASAC

Photo: Matjaz Klemencic
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Team Brazil:Oliveira, Heilmann, Pinto, Menin and Etzold

Team GB
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9 January – Day 3 – Task 2

predicted, it was going to be a challenge to reach goal
some 162km away to the north via one turnpoint.
Some gliders struggled to get up and came back in
for relights.
As the task start time of 2:40pm approached, Trudy
and I set off to chase the lead gaggle containing five
of our team. The last thing we want is to leave an
exhausted and dehydrated pilot standing around for
hours in 45ºC, so getting to them quickly once they have
landed is very important.
Nearing turnpoint 1 at the 130km mark, we watched
the lead glider, followed by a gaggle, gliding downwind
at speed towards the finish. With little time to reach
goal we raced on and arrived just in time to see the first
gliders landing. Unfortunately, Carl was down at the
turnpoint and other gliders were also slowing up with
increasing high level cloud, being one thermal behind
the lead gaggle was making a big difference to the final
glide in to goal.
The drive back proved eventful when a monster of
a roo bounded out from the bushes in front of us – we
avoided writing us and the car off by a matter of inches!

162.9km Race to Goal “Super Hard”

Ben Philpott: The day started as normal, with the
standard weather and task briefing. With a gusty SSW
wind, a strong inversion at 5000ft and blue skies

11 January – Day 5 – Task 4

Task 2 – Top 5
1
2
3
4
5

Zac Majors
Manfred Ruhmer
Attila Bertok
Pedro L G Morelli
Primoz Gricar

USA Wills Wing T2C 144
AUT Icaro Laminar Z9 14.1
HUN Moyes Litespeed S5
ESP Wills Wing T2C
SLO Aeros Combat 13.5 GT

2:42:25
2:42:20
2:42:22
2:42:47
2:44:33

990
984
979
964
941

180.9km Race to Goal “Dawg Leg”

A 35km start cylinder centered 25km NW of Forbes
airfield. The first leg is SE (with a WNW crosswind) to
Tyagon, 65km from the edge of the start cylinder, then
a 104km quartering tailwind leg to a grass strip near
Blaney following the highway. The ground rises from
700 ft to 2800ft. Three start gates half an hour apart:
2:40, 3:10, 3:40.

10 January – Day 4 – Task 3

127.3km Race to Goal “Try Angle”

Ben Philpott: Off to the airfield to set up for the triangle
flight from Forbes to Wirrinya (37.1km), SE to Grenfell
(35.4km), then back to Forbes (57.8km).
The conditions looked much better today than on
previous days – gliders were maintaining good height
over the airfield and Team GB were already testing the
air at the edge of the start circle. It was obvious that
today was going to be a very quick day, the team were
skipping weak climbs and gliding on to stronger cores.
Racing back to the airfield in anticipation, many team
cars were already parked and support crews staring

Ben Philpott: Yesterday, pilots taking the 3pm clock easily
caught pilots who took the 2:40 clock. An hour and 40
minutes to get everyone off with launch starting at 1pm.
83km from goal pilots encounter airspace restrictions
(red line above), Class E airspace and must stay below
8500ft. Penalty is zero for the day with a warning for
the first time you enter at less than 100m over. There is
a strong inversion again today (no cu's), so pilots should
be able to stay below 8500ft (barometric altitude)
With a tailwind forecast for the first leg and a strong
cross/headwind for the final leg to goal, pilots could
struggle after the turnpoint, but as I sat waiting just
north of the turnpoint on the main road to goal some
100km away, I noticed the wind switch to a westerly,
making the second leg to goal a downwind section.
Another nailbiting finish followed. Manfred Ruhmer
came out of the sun like a ballistic missile, glider
whistling through the air. What seemed like less than
a minute afterwards, team GB soon counted Grant, Carl,
then Gary in goal amongst a small swarm of other pilots.

towards the last turnpoint, hoping to glimpse their
team flying in first. Suddenly two lead gliders appeared
through the heat haze, screaming in towards us followed
by a swarm of a chasing pack. Who says hang gliding
isn’t a spectator sport? This was nail biting stuff.
With my radio buzzing I was soon reporting that Carl
(9th), Grant (23rd) and Tony (31) had made it in to make
up a ‘full house’ for a team GB score!

Task 3 – Top 5
1
2
3
4
5

Zac Majors
USA
Paris Williams USA
Alessandro Ploner ITA
Manfred Ruhmer AUT
Primoz Gricar
SLO

Wills Wing T2C 144
Aeros Combat GT 13.5
Icaro Laminar 14.1
Icaro Laminar Z9 14.1
Aeros Combat 13.5 GT

2:27:33
2:27:50
2:28:13
2:28:15
2:28:51

970
956
948
941
933

The Bräuniger software situation which caused
problems earlier, has had a swift temporary fix for the
World Championships, while they work on an update to
solve the bug.

Task 4 – Top 5
1
2
3
4
5

Manfred Ruhmer AUT
Antoine Boisselier FRA
Christian Zehetmair GER
Gerd Dönhuber GER
Paris Williams USA

Icaro Laminar Z9 14.1 3:11:56
Moyes L’speed RX3.5 3:12:22
Aeros Combat GT 13.5 3:12:24
Moyes L’speed RX3.5 3:12:54
Aeros Combat GT 13.5 3:13:32

954
947
942
936
930

Grant, Hannah and Tove Heaney Photo: Zenshi Van Der Klooster
Launch queue
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Goal
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12 January – Day 6 – Task 5

172.3km Race to Goal – Stopped at 17:47

A 35km exit start cylinder centered about 10km SW of
Forbes airfield – 114km from the edge of the cylinder to
Cumnock (downwind), then crosswind 21km to Yeoval,
then upwind 45km over a small range to Tomingley and
south 18km crosswind to the grass airfield just east of
Peak Hill. Very tough task in strong wind.
Task 5 was stopped at approximately 5:45pm due
to gust front and strong wind (>30mph) conditions just
north of goal at Peak Hill.
Ben Philpott: Today looked like a monster task
of 198.6km around a course that went downwind,
crosswind and upwind, just to make life easy… There
were no airspace issues, meaning that pilots could, if
conditions allowed and with local comp exemption in
place, climb above 10,000ft without carrying oxygen.

13 January – Day 7 – Task 6

14 January Day 8 – Task 7

220.1km Race to Goal –Stopped at 16:53

Dogleg task, 82km first leg from the edge of the 30km
start cylinder, turnpoint at Tomingley, 128km second leg
to goal at Gulgong. Winds south at Forbes, WSW along
the last leg. Three hour return trip by car.
Airspace restriction to 12,500ft along the last leg,
no hot restricted area near goal. Pilots are allowed to fly
through Parkes CTAF with official on the radios.
Ben Philpott: After yesterday’s stopped task there
were discussions and comments at today’s briefing.
Manfred Ruhmer questioned the validity of the task
being stopped, even though the gust front was clearly
visible from the air and effecting on the ground. I
defended the decision to a round of applause from the
majority of pilots and support crews. Davis Straub, Meet
Director, mentioned the digital New York Times running a
10-page feature on the recent World HG Distance Record
– at last mainstream media is catching on to the coolest
sport in the world!
With a weather forecast indicating increasing winds,
there was every chance the task could be stopped
again. The sky was already showing signs of becoming
un-flyable. Pilots were soon rigged and ready to go.
The increasing wind speed left a feeling of foreboding
about the day and as I stepped out of the car, the gust
front kicked up a dust storm. Here we go again! The
mobile bleeped with a new message from the Safety
Director, “Task stopped. Stay flying if you think it safer.”
Let’s hope tomorrow brings lighter conditions and a
shorter retrieve!

249km Race to Goal

Downwind (12 to 14kt) to goal to the NW. First start
time: 14:30.
Ben Philpott: This morning’s briefing started with a
review of Task 6, stopped due to high winds. At the time
of the ‘stop’ many pilots had infringed CTAF airspace
normally incurring penalties, but none of the pilots had
strayed into airspace when going back 20 minutes to the
official scoring point – so no penalties.
With the weather forecast indicating a 8 to 12kt SE,
a downwind race to goal was set.
The flying was fast and the lead gaggle contained
not only our Carl, Gordon and Gary, but also Manfred
Ruhmer (AUT), Christian Clech (ITA), Zak Majors (USA)
and Primoz Gricar (SLO), to name but a few.
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Photo: Benjamin Crawley

Arriving at the airfield shortly after 11am, it was
obvious that the heat was going to be even more
extreme today. In these conditions, any breeze turns the
paddock into a torture chamber blasting hot, gritty air in
your face. The sky also looked interesting – a mixture of
clouds created the impression that today was going to
be a challenge – cumulus, lenticularis (indicating high
winds) and cirrus.
The ground crew work miracles in these punishing
conditions. Not only are they out in the heat for hours
at a time, but they also operate in the wake of the tugs,
continuously blowing loose dirt in to their faces, but
with military precision the ground crew and tug pilots
get over 100 pilots airborne in little more than an hour!
With the first start gate approaching quickly, and
the drift of the gliders showing increasing wind with
height, we quickly hit the road. I could see gliders
struggling at a few hundred feet, while others were
skying out to 7000ft. Today was going to be interesting.
“Carl (Wallbank), getting hypyoxic climbing through
14,000ft.” With prolonged flight above 12,000ft
without oxygen, any pilot is susceptible to hypoxia,
which leads to inconsistent decisionmaking due to
oxygen starvation. Gordon (Rigg) came back over the
radio, “Ceiling of 14,000ft.” There is a one-warning policy
for a minor (less than 100m) infringement of airspace,
followed by a DSQ for a subsequent infringement or any
major violation (over 100m). Carl was pushing close to
the mark. “Ben to Carl. Please confirm that you are not
exceeding 14,000ft.” Radio silence. Repeat. Still silence.
Other retrieve cars started pulling up in my chosen
spot. From their radio communications it became clear
that other pilots had been pushing the limits too, with
Manfred Ruhmer and Christian Voiblet also very high.
As the field made TP2, it became apparent that
TP3 was going to be reached, but the final leg to goal
had an increasing headwind – the high wind speed was
blowing the tops of the trees. Looking to the south I saw
what looked like a wall of dust approaching, just as the
wind picked up to about 30mph on the surface. Relaying
conditions to my pilots, I was on the phone to the safety
director Bruce Wynne – it was highly likely the task
would be stopped to enable pilots to find a safe landing
instead of gliding towards goal and the gust front. Some
25 minutes later the text came through “Task stopped”.
Luckily, the front eased and all our pilots landed safely.
Another long day and 400km driving back.

As I neared the goal radius, it became apparent the
gliders would land on the south side of the main road and
railway line, away from trees and powerlines, making
retrieve problematic. The suggested LZ was away from
the goal radius, but I knew most pilots would not have
enough height to glide to it. Sure enough, all of the first
gliders were landing together south of the road and
directly on track. All Brits made goal, what a great day!
After the three-hour drive home, I dropped by HQ
to check scores. I was not prepared for the news Wes
Hill gave me: A complaint had been made and upheld on
the previous day’s task, concerning airspace violation
– penalties had now been applied leading to some top
pilots receiving a DSQ for the day. As I left the building,
the proverbial was hitting the fan!
Tomorrow will be an interesting day.

Task 7 – Top 5
1
2
3
4
5

Paris Williams USA
Manfred Ruhmer AUT
Primoz Gricar
SLO
Franz Hermann SUI
Christian Bartschi SUI

Aeros Combat GT 13.5
Icaro Laminar Z9 14.1
Aeros Combat 13.5 GT
Aeros 13.5
Aeros Combat GT 13.5

3:10:01
3:10:01
3:10:06
3:10:52
3:10:54

969
968
959
941
937

Task 5 – Top 5
1 Balazs Ujhelyi HUN Moyes Litespeed RS4		
2 Seppi Salvenmoser AUT Moyes Litespeed RX3.5
3 Christian Voiblet SUI Aeros Combat GT 13.5
3 Tullio Gervasoni ITA Wills Wing T2C 144 		
3 Carl Wallbank
GBR Moyes Litespeed RX3.5

916
914
911
911
911

Carl Wallbank

Dusty gust front

Photos: © 2013 Sky Rocket Media

Photo: Ben Philpott

Task 6 – Top 5
1
2
3
4
5
Photo: Mark Fox
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Zac Majors
Jonny Durand
Lukas Bader
Adam Stevens
Trent Brown

USA
AUS
GER
AUS
AUS

Wills Wing T2C 144 		
Moyes Litespeed RX3.5
Moyes Litespeed RS4
Airborne Revolution 13.5
Moyes Litespeed RX 3.5

917
915
914
912
911

Photo: Zenshi Van Der Klooster
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Photo: Joerg Bajewski
Photo: Zenshi Van Der Klooster
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15 January – Day 9 – Task 8

As usual, the ground crew were fantastically
efficient in getting everyone airborne quickly and safely.
Conditions were less turbulent than the previous day
which Tug Chief Steve McCarthy had described as the
most challenging he had ever towed in. Soon pilots were
climbing above.
The task began and was being flown very quickly.
Gaggles were busy, even 150km down track – normally
the field has spread out enough by then.

and Jonny and Alessandro are

doing well. Jamie is just before
the first turnpoint. It was

essentially a race start at 2:15pm.
The fastest pilots will average

45km/h and if winds stay light
make goal at the airfield at
about 6:15pm. They’ve done

184km Triangle

Three start times after launch opens at 13:45, half hour
apart (a race task with two later start times for those
getting a slower start).
Forecast light ENE winds, getting even lighter as the
day goes on. 6000ft top of lift getting to 9000ft at
7pm. Good strong lift to at least 5pm, then weaker, but
there until 7pm. There may be a few cu’s (predicted to
our north at the moment). This is a crew rest day task
with everyone back at Forbes line finish.
Ben Philpott: Blue skies and light winds promised
a hoped for triangle landing back at Forbes. Briefing
started with the anticipated summary of the airspace
issue, causing several disqualifications for task 5. Meet
Director Davis summarised and asked for John Aldridge,
the CIVL Jury Member, to explain the correct process for
protests. Apparently, CIVL had received a protest from
a pool of countries, when an individual or country can
protest, but not on behalf of other individuals or nations.
The Italian team were unhappy with the process and
passions ran high.
With light winds forecast in a blue day, a 184km
triangle flight was set: first a 57km SW leg to Marsde,
then a 51km leg SE to Bribar, before turning back to
Forbes airstrip, some 85km away, making a total of
192.3km. No long retrieves.

70km in an hour and a half

with a downwind leg and half
of a crosswind leg.”

Ben Philpott: We could see a huge gaggle of gliders
getting a last climb before going on final glide to the
airfield. Soon enough the sky was filled with gliders
racing towards us. Manfred Ruhmer (AUT) came
swooping in first to cross at 18:08:56. Two other gliders
were having a spectacular race, just about making it over
the goal line with enough height to turn back into wind
and land. Only seconds separated Primoz (18:09:19),
Petr (18:09:21) and Antoine (18:09:23).

Task 8– Top 5
1
2
3
4
5

Manfred Ruhmer AUT
Primoz Gricar
SLO
Petr Benes
CZE
Antoine Boisselier FRA
P Neuenschwander SUI

Pilots were complaining about the tasks being too short
so the task committee increased the length and to give
us enough daylight we moved launch time to noon. A
30km start cylinder centred to our south, 25-minute
intervals. First start at 1:50pm. With a forecast for
lighter west winds, we are coming back to Forbes. Great
excitement for the spectators.
Ben Philpott: You think 200km is challenging? How
about a 270km closed circuit flight, just to mix things
up a bit? With such a mammoth task, it was highly likely
that the first gliders would not be back for six hours,
landing around 7pm, so I got on with other tasks. Later
in the afternoon, I saw from the live tracking that Jonny
Durand had made turnpoint 1 and 2 and was on his way
to 3. With only turnpoint 4 and goal leg to go, I made my
way to the airport.
By 5pm I was sitting on the clubhouse veranda,
listening to intermittent transmissions. Everyone was
making excellent progress, with Manfred Ruhmer,
Gordon Rigg and Christian Clech in the lead gaggle.
Turnpoint 4 at 6000ft… 25km from goal.… last climb
before that all so important decision – when to start on
final glide into goal? 15:1 or perhaps a 12:1 glide ratio?
A higher glide ratio if the air is thought to be bouyant,
but a lower number will mean that if you encounter bad
air, you have a better chance of making it in.
Gordon: “10:1 indicated at 9km out – on final glide...”
This is it. Ground and support crew were all staring
NW towards the last turnpoint at Bogan. Nailbiting
stuff. 7km out… 5km… 3km… “GLIDER!” Someone yelled,
pointing low just above the trees, about 3km out. Who
was it? The tension was unbearable. The pilot must also
have been having a bit of a moment. From where we
were standing it looked like, after six hours and 270km
covered the pilot was going to land short!
Everyone in the goal field, whatever nationality, was
willing the pilot on, desperately wanting him to make
goal. It was Christian Clech from Italy. As he approached
the final fence line into the paddock at around 30ft with
100m to go, he suddenly hit some bad air and lost a few
precious feet, just skimming over the top of the fence.
Pulling more speed towards the ground he then got
down into ground effect, gliding on just about two feet
off the deck towards the goal line, squeezing every last
drop of performance out of his glider. To a huge roar of
applause from the waiting crowd, he made it over the
line with inches to spare, landing only a few feet further
on. What a finish! Bravo Christian!
We could see two further gliders coming in very low.
Gordon came on the radio, “Very low - not sure I am going
to make it…” As the first of them made it over the line, I
saw Gordon coming towards us one field away and about
50ft above the ground. As a cruel blow, the wind picked
up just as he came over the fence – within a stones
throw from the goal line he was down and straight on
the radio to his team, “Left last climb with 10:1 – you
need better to make it in.”

Forbes 2013

“Pilots made the first turnpoint

16 January – Day 10 – Task 9

Icaro Laminar Z9 14.1 3:53:56
Aeros Combat 13.5 GT 3:54:19
Aeros Combat 09 14.2 3:54:21
Moyes L’speed RX3.5 3:54:23
Aeros Combat 13.5 3:55:22

997
983
979
975
962

17 January – Day 11 – Task 10

Boomerang
– Last Task for
the 2013 Worlds!
“We are all

tired. Another

perfect weather
forecast for
today with

an out and

return 213.9km

- 180km to fly.”
Tove Heaney

180km from the edge of the 30km start cylinder. Out
and return in a crosswind to the north. Wind decreases
as the day proceeds.

Photo: Matjaz Klemencic

Worlds Organiser and Woman Extraordinaire: Vicki Cain

Photos: Zenshi Van Der Klooster
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Christian Ciech ITA
Alessandro Ploner ITA
Primoz Gricar
SLO
Kraig Coomber USA
Rohan Holtkamp AUS

Icaro Laminar 14
5:16:07 1000
Icaro Laminar 14.1 5:23:15 957
Aeros Combat 13.5 GT 5:36:06 907
Moyes L’speed RX3.5 5:36:58 903
A’borne Revolution 13.5 5:37:31 901
February | March 2013

Ben Philpott: No last day short task, instead a 214km
out-and-return flight via a turnpoint on the return leg
was called. The weather forecast for light southerlies
also indicated there would be good lift, but predicted to
shut down earlier than usual at around 5pm. Because of
this, launch time was brought forward to midday with
the first of three start gates at 1:40pm.
The Aussie team were only a few points ahead Team
GB in Bronze position leading to a bit of light hearted
banter as we got ready for the day… Midday came
around quickly, and with the blast of the hooter, the
first gliders were up and away, climbing underneath a
beautiful looking sky. As the day was predicted to shut
down early, it was important to get a good start. Many
took the first start gate and were on the first leg to the
Four-Ways turnpoint, some 117km to the north.
From the live tracking website, I saw that Jonny
Durand had made the turnpoint and was heading back
south. Team GB needed to storm the course today to
have any chance of beating the Aussies to third place –
things weren’t going too badly so far.
I returned to the airfield at around 4:30pm and as I
sat on the veranda sipping a cold beer, my radio burst
into life, “Gordon (Rigg) at the front of lead gaggle with
Manfred and Christian (Ciech).” More and more people
gathered, listening to radios and the Aussie support
crew reported our team’s position back to their pilots.
Rumours ran through the goal field that Jonny had
been held up in some bad air, having pushed on high
and fast, with no mention of the other Aussie pilots,
things were starting to get very interesting… Up near
the goal line, everyone was gathered, trying to get a
glimpse of the first gliders to come in. The cry went up,
“Glider!” Who was it? It was Lukas Bader from Germany,
followed quickly by Joerg Bajewski (GER) and Zak Majors
(USA). Primoz, Balazs, Matjaz, Anton… Still no Brits, no
Australians.
Then Grant’s glider approached the line at speed.
As he touched down, I ran to meet him, just as Carl
approached the line at height and Gary swooped over
amongst a handful of others, including Scott Barrett.
Jonny Durand was the second Aussie over the line,
making an impressive landing approach with some
spectacular loops which earned him a warning… all
good fun!

1
2
2
4
5
Team Australia
February | March 2013

Photo: Adam Stevens

Photos: © 2013 Sky Rocket Media

goal was intense! On the last day, Team GB just pipped
the Aussies at the post for the Bronze and both Manfred
and Corinna took out their fourth titles!

Task 10 – Top 5

Task 9 – Top 5
1
2
3
4
5

No1 Manfred Ruhmer

Lukas Bader
Joerg Bajewski
Zac Majors
Primoz Gricar
Balazs Ujhelyi

GER Moyes Litespeed RS4 3:54:53
GER Wills Wing T2C 154 3:57:03
USA Wills Wing T2C 144 3:57:16
SLO Aeros Combat 13.5 GT 3:58:03
HUN Moyes Litespeed RS4 3:57:27

1000
946
946
942
941

That was that! I did not believe that hang gliding could
be so exciting for those not flying – the atmosphere in

Results – Open – from 104 pilots, after 10 tasks
1 Manfred Ruhmer AUT
2 Alessandro Ploner ITA
3 Filippo Oppici ITA
4 Attila Bertok
HUN
5 Pedro L G Morelli ESP
6 Grant Crossingham GBR
7 Primoz Gricar SLO
8 Balazs Ujhelyi HUN
8 Scott Barrett
AUS
10Antoine Boisselier FRA
11 Jonny Durand
AUS
21 Rohan Holtkamp AUS
35 Steve Blenkinsop AUS
46 Adam Stevens AUS
57 Trent Brown
AUS
80 Tove Heaney
AUS

Icaro Laminar Z9 14.1
Icaro Laminar 14.1		
Wills Wing T2C 144		
Moyes Litespeed S5		
Wills Wing T2C		
Moyes Litespeed RX3.5
Aeros Combat 13.5 GT
Moyes Litespeed RS4
Airborne REV 13.5 		
Moyes Litespeed RX3.5
Moyes Litespeed RX3.5
Airborne Revolution 13.5
Moyes Litespeed RX3.5
Airborne Revolution 13.5
Moyes Litespeed RX 3.5
Moyes Litespeed RX3

9010
8871
8560
8531
8249
8242
8171
8131
8131
8128
8069
7567
6752
6221
5370
3849

Gold for Corinna Schwiegershausen

Womens
1 C Schwiegershausen GER Moyes Litespeed RX3
2 Kathleen Rigg 		GBR Moyes Litespeed RX3.5
3 Tove Heaney
AUS Moyes Litespeed RX3

5930
4414
3849

Teams
1 Italy
		
		
2 USA
		
		
3 Great
Britain
		
4
Australia
		

Alessandro Ploner, Filippo Oppici, Christian
Ciech, Tullio Gervasoni, Davide Guiducci,
Suan Selenati 			
Robin Hamilton, Kraig Coomber, Paris
Williams, Zac Majors, Mitch Shipley, James
Stinnett, Linda Salamone, Jamie Shelden
Grant Crossingham, Gordon Rigg, Gary
Wirdnam, Carl Wallbank, Anthony
Stephens, Dave Matthews, Kathleen Rigg
Jonny Durand, Scott Barrett, Rohan
Holtkamp, Steve Blenkinsop, Adam Stevens,
Trent Brown, Tove Heaney		

26212
26140
25215
24849

Full results [www.forbesflatlands.com/results.html].
My thanks to British team [http://pressbhgc.blogspot.
com.au/] for their excellent daily reports – Ben
Philpott is director of Sky Rocket Media, a business
development consultancy specialising in media and
technology, and also Vice Chair and Press Officer for
British Hang Gliding Competitions
More thanks to Matjaz Klemencic, Zenshi Van Der
Klooster, Leif Hanson, Benjamin Crawley, Adam Stevens
and Mark Fox for photos.
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News

Product News
Chili3 with EN/LTF-B certification in M, S and XS

The bar was already high in EN-B class where glide ratio
is concerned. The Chili3 raises it further, not just in glide
performance, but above all in climb and handling.
With technology based on the Cayenne4, the Chili3’s
rigid foil has created a stable profile contour, c-wires
dampen the trailing edge of the wing and allow the glider
to take every upwind with it. All reinforcing elements are
made from resilient plastic and are extremely robust.
The 2-3 line system (two main lines per side in
connection with a three-line system) reduces drag to a
minimum, with a line total of only 195m (without brakes).
The Chili3’s increased performance has not only to do
with the reduced lines, but also the doubled 3D shaping of
the leading edge, optimised for extra performance.
Chili3-M has been certified for 90 to 110kg, size S is
ideal for pilots with a launch weight of 80 to 100kg, and
XS size is certified from 70 to 90kg.
Performance makes the Chili3 shine, but the forgiving
flight behaviour and high flight stability bring things to a
new level. The Chili3 is a real treat for XC pilots and thermal
pilots without requiring a high level of experience.
[www.skywalk.info]

Super Paragliding Testival 2013
This is the
largest PG event
in the world.
2013 is the fifth
event, based in
Kössen, Austria.
From 9 to 12
May 2013, PG
manufacturers
from around the
world will be
presenting their
latest models
and designs, providing equipment for test flights to
an expected more than 2000 PG pilots from around the
world who visit this mega-event. More info at [www.
fly-koessen.at/spt]
Sepp Himberger

New Female Open Distance World Record
Japanese pilot Seiko
Fukuoka flew a new open
distance female World
record in Quixada, Brazil,
on 20/11/2012. The FAI
record is not yet official.
Seiko flew 336km, 11km
more than the previous
record by Brazilian Kamira
Pereira Rodrigues. More
info about her flight and
other XC chasing pilots
in Quixada on [www.
flywithandy.com].
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Speedmaster 2: PPN-system and Improved Profile

Good news from U-Turn: The Speedmaster 2 now has the
PPN-system and an optimised profile, a further improved
starting and performance gain from the reduced weight.
The removal of the nose mylar reduces the weight of the
glider significantly.
The Speedmaster 2 flies to the small canopy dynamic
but well balanced and has improved handling.
With activated VBG, characteristics of the wing change
to Speddmaster Rocket 2: The main break line splits into
three where the U-hook is attached which can be hooked
in. The standard set-up is with the U-hook detached. With
it hooked up, the break travel is shortened. The bypassed
line hangs slack beside the loaded line. The more distance

Fun Cruiser Mescal4 – Sheer Flying Pleasure

The Mescal4 has successfully achieved EN/LTF-A
certification in sizes M and S.
The Mescal series has accompanied many pilots
from their very first flights to long thermal adventures
and XCs. The Mescal4 carries on this tradition with a
completely new construction.
Along with rigid foil in the nose for even simpler
launch performance, the top sail now has 3D shaping
and tried and true Jet Flap technology has been
implemented.
This Mescal has high safety reserves and will run
under the ‘super safe’ category. The Jet Flaps bring
long brake travel and super climb performance, the
handling of the Mescal4 is reliably balanced and grows
with the demands of the pilot. From serene gliding
to ambitious thermal flights, everything is possible,
stress-free.
Not only hobby pilots will appreciate the stability
of the Mescal4 since when things start to stir, the
reactions are extremely manageable.
[www.skywalk.info]

from break line loop to U-hook, the more effective the
‘sharpening’ of canopy characteristic. In other words: two
wings in one.
Speedriding is maybe the coolest sport on earth. The
Speedmaster 2 is available in four sizes, 8, 10, 12 and
14m2. Beginners will choose the 14m2 which flies more like
a paraglider if slowed down a bit and makes for first choice
in this sport. It is very agile but the glide can’t be compared
to a standard size paraglider. Even in the standard break
set-up, the Speedmaster 14m2 has cool dive qualities –
gentle breaking turns the wing relatively flat. The ‘Rocket’
set-up changes this dramatically. The wing becomes a lot
more dynamic.
The smaller the wing the more speed for the
experienced pilot. When it gets down to the 8m2 you
have to know it really well! The Speedmaster 2 sail is
water repellent nylon fabric. Speed and performance are
no problem for the wing, so line attachments and lines
are chosen to generate extra safety for extra loads.
Moreinformation can be found at [www.u-turn.de].
U-Turn GmbH

Nova SuSi – One Concept; Four Wings

SuSi stands for Super-Simple and describes the
minimalistic design concept: 28 profile ribs, upper
sail, bottom sail, lines and risers – that’s it! Out
of this simple concept Nova finally developed four
different uses: School wing, Relax wing, Mini wing,
Hike & fly wing.
The SuSi wings range from the (probably) safest
wing on the market (Karl Slezak and the DHV are
very positive about the SuSi after testing with their
dataloggers) to the smallest certified wing available.
Detailed information can be found at [http://novawings.com/english/products/glider/susi.html]
Till Gottbrath, Nova

Photo: [www.NOVA-wings.com]
February | March 2013

February | March 2013

SKYSAILOR

19

Mario Eder flying an Airwave R5 at Madeira, Portugal
Photo: Maria Gavra [www.photography.aero]
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Magic Millau

Millau take-off on ‘Puncho d’Agast from the landing field on the Rue de Plage. The west
facing launch is directly ahead and the south facing is to the right of the radio tower

Okay, I’m easily confused about favourite
sites! So here’s another from France.
by Graham Lee

Cultural differences can be odd!

In Italy, when you drive along the valleys and encounter a hill, the Italians turn moles
and go under. A lot of Italian roadways are underground.
The French, on the other hand, have a different approach: bung the roads along the
hilltops and when a valley gets in the way, over the top you go – flyover!
So, whilst Castellucio remains a favourite flying site of mine, Millau, home of the
most amazing and famous flyover has to be in contention. Being something of a
cheapskate, I admit to disliking tolls, so although we have visited and flown Millau
(pronounced like M-eey-aw) a number of times, I’ve never actually driven over that
flyover! Still there are some great bike rides when the flying isn’t on and one of them
takes you under the awe inspiring masts which hold the viaduct way above your head.
Millau itself is a very attractive mix of central old town, lively markets, especially
the summer night market, and modern activities. You really get the best of both, flying
and other activities, around there.

Side trips

Looking across Millau from the Puncho take-off to the flyover.
The Brunas take-off is on that range to the left
22 SKYSAILOR

Just down the road from Millau is the little village of Roquefort – the hill, or rather
caves, of the cheese. So if you are into food and France, these caves are well worth a
visit when the flying is not on. Man, that cheese is good! On the other hand, if you’re
into sightseeing, try wandering up the Gorge du Tarn. The narrow and sometimes hairraising road ducks and turns under solid rock overhangs along the Tarn, up through an
amazing valley with incredible, ancient little villages – now mostly holiday oriented.
Actually, the Gorges Du Tarn is also a good route to take if you intend to fly
the French mountains, including St André, Groelieres, Gourdon, etc. Other activities
include some wonderful canoe paddling in the gorge and there is, though we’ve not
been there, a ‘Via Ferrata’ in the mountainous areas above Millau. The ‘Via Ferrata’ is
a sort of mountain pathway using metal protection, ladders and secure points, which
February | March 2013

Riding along one of the lower roads in the valley you pass under the flyover
and can get some sense of just how awesome it is!

enables non-mountaineers to traverse mountain paths
with excitement but safely. As I understand, they were
originally built in the Italian Dolomites as a means of
moving troops up to the battle front in WW1.

But it’s flying we’re after!

Millau has two significant launches of which my favourite
is on the Causse Noire, a large flat-topped hill across the
river from town and the viaduct. There are two takeoffs at a spot called La Puncho d’Agast (44.1103N,
3.1009E), one towards the west and 50m across the
ridge another faces south. The west-facing launch is
a very big, well kept, grassed area used by both hang
gliders and paragliders with space for all. From this
launch, the paraglider LZ is obvious below and it too
is large. Nonetheless, we have seen some – um – odd
landings there and, as pilots tend to pack up their
paragliders around the windsock, it is not always easy
to distinguish the wind direction, particularly when it is
gentle, from above.
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There seems to be a convention for hangies to head
out to a different LZ, rather more to the left of take-off
– though this is not exclusive.
From the south-facing launch though, you won’t
immediately see the
LZ as you launch. This
is not a problem since
the two launches are
close together with
this second one a short
obvious walk away
across the corner of
the Causse. Oh, yes,
when taking off from
here you need some
space away from
the hill as there are
cables climbing to the
telephone tower!
Getting to Puncho
is easy along a good
sealed road, however,

if you are without your own transport the LZ is on the
Rue Plage de Millau – also the road along which most of
the campsites can be found. Very often lifts are available
directly from here. Another recognised lift spot is near
the big traffic circle at the end of the Rue du Plage
where locals seem very used to pilots looking for lifts
and you don’t tend to wait too long once the parabag is
in sight. Another advantage of those campsites is that
they really do have a ‘beach’ onto the Tarn river. Again,
Millau centre is not big and is within a longish walk
from the campsites. They do have a periodic night
market in the centre of town which is great fun and,
since this is France, many neat little cafes and bars
wherever you turn.
Most of the flying tends to be along the west face
of the Causse with a mix of thermals and ridge lift, so
even if you are only following the ridge line it is possible
to cover distance. Given some thermals and height,
however, it is not difficult to make distance north and
west towards Rodez.
The French and other Europeans are heavily into
paragliding and hang gliding, so a magic site like Millau
can get pretty crowded. Also, as so often, there is a
tendency to hang around in front of take-off, but that
means all the more space for you once you move away
along the ridge.
I have had some magic flights along the west-facing
ridge during all hours of the day sometimes, without
even getting more than a few hundred feet above
launch, following the lines of lift way up the valley,
passing over some of the picturesque villages and farm
houses. So far I’ve managed to make it back to the LZ
on each flight but since there are good roads on both
sides of the river, getting back from an outlanding is
not too difficult. Evening flights can be especially fun as
there is often lift off well into the late evenings and, in
fact, on one evening two of us spent about half an hour
circling each other in a very gentle two up thermal which
we picked up above the last houses before approaching
the LZ and then repeatedly lost at about 200ft above
take-off level!

Millau-Brunas

The other local and very popular launch is Brunas
(44.0714N, 3.0642E). This site is on the vaguely northfacing escarpment close to the point where the flyover
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Magic Millau

Looking towards the Causse Noire with the south-facing take-off ‘en-face’

‘lands’ so it has some amazing views. Again, it has a mix
of lift and as well as getting away, the less adventurous
like me can follow the escarpment way up the valley of
the secondary stream, the Dourbie, which joins the Tarn
below launch.
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The LZs for Brunas are on the lower flatlands
between take-off and the river or on top. As far as I
can work out – you have to understand I got sort of lost
looking for it – the LZ carpark is in the same area.
In general, a wonderful flying holiday centre, more
details are on [paraglidingearth.com], but I do suggest

you choose for preference a month other than the
holiday-horror of August for your visit!

Sorry, there are no flying photos, somewhere along the
road I simply lost my computer, including my photos.
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Around the

Horn

It looks like a good day as I climb out from Mystic: base over
2000m, clouds forming and almost no synoptic wind – ideal for
a nice triangle or an out and return.
by John Chapman

H

eading west, it’s an easy climb on Clear Spot to base, over 2200m, so along
Blackfellows – bits of lift – and across to Little Buffalo – so far, so good,
time to decide where I’m going.
Buffalo and the chalet are always an attraction – get in close, take a few pics,
find the next climb. The hot rocks in front look tempting, but can be deceptive –
enough warm air is generated to ridge soar easily, but finding where the thermal
breaks off can be difficult. I drift west over the plateau and am rewarded with a
good one – a steady 3-4m/sec back to base, now at 2300m.
Can I try the circuit? I’ve been dreaming about following the sun around the
north and west of Buffalo for a couple of seasons – is this the day?
I’m an hour into the flight when I get an easy transition over Mt McLeod,
crossing the Buffalo Creek valley into the influence of the north hot rocks, and
across the North Buffalo plateau towards Nug Nug – straight on or turn west?
I’ve been this far before, but working to the west side will be new and the
walk out, if I go down, will be monumental! There is also no phone coverage.
Take a brave pill and turn left, then start working the north face of Buffalo –
lots of bare rock and ridges, plenty of triggers. Transitions are at trim speed, so
no real wind, I just keep working under the clouds.
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Mt Buffalo chalet and gorge with the hang glider launch on the left hand cliffs
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Mt Buffalo plateau looking from the west, the
Horn carpark on the right, Lake Catani top left

By the time I have Buffalo lake below me (two hours in) I’m getting hopeful,
the Horn isn’t too far around the south-west side and there are small ‘outs’
in the valley below. At one point I have to go further out, looking for lift, but
it’s there and I’m steadily closing on the dramatic south-western rock walls
of Buffalo.
Yahoo! At 2400m, I take a load of photos as the Horn slides below me and
I’m back in the Buckland valley. At least I’ve halved the retrieve and I think from
here it’s an easy route straight across the valley, directly back to Clear Spot
and Mystic – but it’s further than it looks, so I play safe and take the longer
route, returning to the front of Buffalo along the south-east side. The top
cliffs here are shaded, but enough heat is being generated by the lower forest
in the Buckland to produce steady climbs.
A couple of thermals later I pass Lake Catani, heading for Little Buffalo. I’ve
done this trip home many times, but I remind myself to make the most of the
climbs, I still have to cross Porepunkah airstrip which has sucked in many an
over-optimistic pilot.
At last I’m climbing over Blackfellows again, I can see the Mystic landing
paddock and I just need final glide height: Three and a half hours out and back,
around the Horn. Tick off one dream, where next?
February | March 2013

My track log from Leonardo

Mt McLeod, Nth Buffalo with Myrtleford top right
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Another Milestone

Sunday, 11 November 2012
My watch showed 2:30am; once again it was time to get up
at this cruel hour of the morning. I had a quick bite to eat and
with my wife Tina’s help, I loaded the car with the remaining
equipment for another Big Day.

T

he weather forecast looked reasonably
promising as we drove towards Boonah for
a new attempt to break the world distance
record on a foot-launched PPG with limited fuel. By
3:50am we had arrived at the sports field. Herbert, my
official observer, was already waiting and weighing fuel
for a planned 4:30am launch. The wind was a light to
moderate SW on the ground, but I could also see clouds
travelling at speed not too far above in a SE direction.
Small showers were hampering our preparations, but
we pushed on since the radar showed promising signs.
My hope grew that all would be fine for this morning’s
attempt. Around 5am my window of opportunity arrived;
Tina and Herbert helped with the final preparations and
I got ready to launch.
I had flown here before and felt reasonably confident.
My only concern was the SW airflow on the ground
and a howling south-easterly at altitude, which clearly
pointed to a sheer layer – I wasn’t looking forward
to that. I clipped into my new Discovery 3 paramotor
and warmed up my trusted Bailey engine. After going
through my safety checks, I launched my 28m2 Hadron
at approximately 5:15am.
At first all went to plan, then, barely at tree-height,
things got ugly: I discovered that in a south-westerly
the surrounding hills produced some of the worst rotor
I have ever encountered! It took all my concentration
keeping my wing above my head. It soon became
apparent that I wasn’t having fun. It took me another lap
of the sportsground to climb out over some powerlines
surrounding the township. As if it wasn’t bad enough
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by Chris Atkinson
to sit in a washing machine, when I finally had enough
height to fly away to what I hoped to be cleaner
air, hell, was I punished! It took approximately 10km
before I got better conditions. Later in the day, Herbert
mentioned how awful it looked from the ground and
how displeased my wife was. In the end, it all went well
and I was grateful with the way my Hadron handled such
difficult conditions. The wing gave excellent feedback
and allowed me to keep it above my head at all times.
I now had to avoid some of the last remaining
showers. My speed soon increased to 80km/h and by
the time I reached Mt Walker, I was travelling at over
100km/h and increasing with altitude. Not long after
climbing over the clouds on the edge of the Toowoomba
Range, my GPS showed a speed in the 120s and the day
greeted me as the clouds opened up into a beautiful
sunny morning.
About an hour into the flight is normally when my
teeth start chattering and I have to push through my
biggest hurdle, the cold. I suffer badly with it to a point
where it distracts me from flying efficiently. This time
I was wearing my new five-layer Blue Sky Blue flight
suit, a real relief – nice and warm. Alistair, the owner
of Blue Sky Blue, had joked that it was especially made
for pussies like me – thinking of this made me chuckle.
The rest of the flight proved uneventful. The air was
nice and smooth, moderately strong, if I concentrated
and stayed in the right band. It didn’t take long to
pass Dalby, then Chinchilla, followed by Miles, and the
old World Record fell by the wayside. This was quite
overwhelming, because on my last attempt, I suffered an

instrument failure and my record did not stand. Today,
I have four electronic recorders, so I am confident this
won’t be the case.
A few kilometres before Yuleba, I ran out of fuel,
but I knew the record was mine! With ample altitude
and a significant amount of tiger country in front of
me, I naturally started looking for some thermals, but
could not find anything worth the effort. In the end, I
had enough glide to make it safely over the forest, to
land in a paddock close to Mongool Road. I now had to
wait for my retrieve. The Spot 2 with satellite reception
had never left me stranded, and I know if my wife wants
me found, she will pass on my position to Herbert for
the retrieve.
The current World Record stands at 242km. I had
just flown 353km. What a great reward after a lot of
planning and hard work! I did not get time to test some
of my new ideas, but I am not going to leave it at that:
My plan is to push this distance record into the 500s in
the near future.
What a great sport! Get out there!

A big thank you to my sponsors: Dudek Paragliders,
Discovery Paramotors, Bailey Engines, Tribal Flight,
Blue Sky Blue and Fire in the Hole.
A special thanks to Don Cramer for introducing me
into the world of dynamic propeller balancing, and to
Bob Bauer for lending me his own personal paramotor
frame for this attempt. What a great design!
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Flight
above the Land

Impact
at Mt Tamborine

by John McGlade

On Monday, 9 April 2012, I was ridge soaring at
Mt Tamborine on Queensland’s Gold Coast. I had
my right wing facing the hill and I had good height
and separation from the ridge. Suddenly I was hit
by a strong bullet type thermal on my left wing. It
pushed my left wing upwards and sent me turning
right in strong sink toward the ridge.
by Dirk RB

I

weight shifted left to counter act the turn and steer out of it but nothing was happening. Realising my
only option was to speed up and turn right I weight shifted right and speed up but it was too late and
I’d lost too much height.
I clipped the 35m high treetops and began plummeting to the ground. I was now just a passenger.
Branches in face, then bang.. hit a 6inch thick branch which broke off. Bang again hit another thick branch
which broke off. Then crunch, bang I hit the ground. Fortunately I think my right wing hit the ground first
and crumpled, which broke a lot of my fall.

I couldn’t breath and desperately tried to get some air, but
nothing. I was winded and had partially punctured lungs. Finally I
was able to get small bits of air in my lungs. I was still zipped up in
my harness head down in the forest. It took a while to get out of my
harness, but once I did I realised that except for being shaken and
in a lot pain, I was basically alright and had survived with no broken
bones. It was a miracle.
Getting out of there took hours, lots of help, ant bites, leeches,
mossies, stinging leaves and branches. But I’m out and will make a
full recovery.
The lesson here is if you get kicked toward a ridge and you have
enough height, steer with the kick. Had I just turned right after
being kicked I would’ve been able to turn over the treetops and get
away from the ridge.
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Photos: John McGlade
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I am part the air
as I leave the mountain
I am part aluminum and wire
I am part the sound
the green below
the water in the dams
I am part bliss
at two thousand feet
I am a flight above the land
I am part the eagle
that soars with me
it is part me, aluminum and wire
between warm rocks and the clouds
we are one
above the ground
as I turn my head
it turns its head
and the mountain comes around
another push from
the ridge below
we are the air again
we are the air, we are one wing
one shadow on the ground
one turn to the paddock grass
one turn to final leg
I am a rushing descent
now humming wire
I am part my boots
that hit the earth
I am the shadow that meets my wing
I have been a flight above the ground
I have been everything that flight is
I have been the eagle of the air
The mountain and the plains
I have been
A flight above the land.
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WM/Rotax
Maintenance
Courses

Recently returned from the latest courses
held in Western Australia, we are finally able
to let you know what has been happening over
the last few months.
Our first practical/assessment for the
WM/Rotax Maintenance endorsement followed
a seminar for the Southern Microlight Club in
Victoria and was held at Dixons Creek on the 10
September 2012. Thank you, Reg, for allowing
us access to your great venue.
Two maintenance courses at Maitland,
NSW, followed back to back: Course 1, 17/18
September and Course 2, 19/20 September
2012.
In early November we travelled to Cairns
and across to Atherton, Queensland, for a
course over 3/4 November 2012.

Maitland, NSW, Courses 1 and 2, September 2012

Jack Cross’ hangar, Atherton, Queensland, 3 and 4 November 2012
White Gum Farm, York, Western Australia, November 2012

With the announcement of the MoU between HGFA and RAAus
at the Instructor Conference in Melbourne at the end of May
2012, I sought the opportunity to initiate the HGFA Weightshift
Maintenance courses to enable flying schools to comply with
the requirements.
Kev MacNally – HGFA Technical Officer
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A

t the conference we were given the go-ahead
by John Twomey and Brian Webb to conduct the
courses, with a view to recommending suitable
attendees for the maintenance endorsement, which
is to be issued by the HGFA Operations Manager. This
endorsement is to become effective upon the release
of the new CAO 95.32, which will require all HGFA flying school aircraft to be maintained by qualified
(HGFA) persons.
It should be noted that the MoU does not allow for
cross-maintenance between HGFA and RAAus.
We agreed to name the endorsement WM/Rotax
Maintenance and started organising these courses with
a view of getting as many Flight School Instructors
endorsed as possible, in as short a time as possible.
With the new Operations Manual release imminent, this
endeavour was urgent.
Notwithstanding the difficulties of organising
courses for people all around the country, sourcing
suitable venues, then tying up flights, accommodation,
car hire, etc, we were unable to get as many instructors
together as we needed and ended up advertising via
the Airwaves newsletter to fill the remaining slots. The
response proved more than adequate. Not only did we
fill all the slots available, but we ended up with a waiting
list for future courses.

Dixons Creek, Victoria, 10 September 2012
February | March 2013

was ideal and it was good to be on-site for the whole
weekend. The wood-fired pizzas on Saturday evening
were delicious. Thanks also to Gordon Marshall for his
assistance.
Each course consists of two days of classroom and
practicals for both two-stroke and four-stroke trikes/
Rotax engines.
The courses are held over a weekend, or weekdays
if preferred, and cover Line Maintenance requirements.
Each course is open to anyone who wishes to be better
informed on microlight maintenance, whether they wish
to go for the endorsement or not. So far we have had a
mixture of experienced and people new to maintenance,
and most have come away having learnt something new

Exmouth, Western Australia, 17 to 19 November 2012

Then we went across to Western Australia for
two courses: The first one was at Exmouth 17 to 19
November, with Gavin as our host at Birds Eye View,
Ningaloo. Thank you, Gavin, for a wonderful time – great
to hear you have enough people interested to warrant
another trip next year. We are looking forward to
returning to your excellent venue.

The following weekend found
us at another great venue, White
Gum Farm, at York. Thank you to
Gary Sargeant for allowing us to
use his facility and for the fantastic
hospitality. The accommodation
Classroom at York, WA

February | March 2013

SKYSAILOR

33

WM/Rotax
Maintenance
Courses

and most have certainly enjoyed the course. Although
the content of each course is the same, time is set aside
to answer any specific questions or problems people
may have.
The cost of each course varies, since I have to recover
our costs. I would like to be able to source a suitable
base venue to enable a more stable costing and will be
looking into this in 2013. In the meantime, we would
like to thank the following two State Associations that
came on board to help reduce the costs for their HGFA
Weightshift Microlight members. A big thank you must
go to:
➲➲ VHPA for your funding of the seminars held at
Traralgon, Victoria, and
➲➲ NSWHGA for granting a refund for the NSW members
attending the Maitland courses.
I know the support was very much appreciated by
all concerned.
We will be looking at conducting further courses in
2013. If you have a suitable venue with access to at least
one two-stroke and a four-stroke trike, please contact
Kev MacNally via email <kmacnally@bigpond.com> or
to be added to the waiting list for upcoming courses,
please email me your name, HGFA number and location.
As soon as we have a suitable venue with enough
numbers to warrant a course we will start contacting
those on the waiting list.

912 Carb Synch at Maitland, NSW

HGFA WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses

Two-day courses covering

Line Maintenance requirements
for Weightshift Microlights,
including two-stroke and
four-stroke Rotax engines.

Classroom and practical
instruction for up to
five people per course.
Please contact Kev MacNally

on <kmacnally@bigpond.com>
if you would like to be added
to our waiting list for the
courses, with your details.
Have more than five people
interested?
Contact me
for details of
a seminar for

up to 20 people.
Venues required
in SA, Victoria
and NSW for
2013 courses.
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Events Calendar

2013

February

updates in all classes (Fun/Sport/Serial). Pilots with Open
Class gliders are welcome to attend but won’t be scored.
Camping ($7/night, $9/night powered) and cabins available
on site with two kitchens, BBQ, swimming pool. Contact:
<godfrey@flymanilla.com>.

PG NZ Nationals – Wanaka 2013

Women with Wings 3

1 to 10 February

Online registration and more information available soon.
Organiser: Derek Divers <d.divers@xtra.co.nz>.

NSW Hang Gliding State Titles
17 to 23 February

Manilla, NSW. A Grade HG competition attracts the best of
the best from Australia, and around the world, so is the ideal
site for up and coming pilots to learn from those at the top of
their game. It is also the ideal comp for newer pilots wishing
to fly big air and big flights. To register for the comp go to
[www.nswst.williamolive.com/]. Organiser: Monica Barrett
<monicaandscott@optusnet.com.au>, ph: 0425 847207.

Manilla XC Camp 2013

2 to 9 February (8 days)

Mt Borah, Manilla, Australia. A FREE event for XC pilots of all
levels. This may become a round of the XC Open World Series
at a later date. Informal flight distances are scored using
one of the online systems (your choice) or your straight
line Open Distance off your GPS. Come for as many days as
you like, fly as far as you can, fly with and learn from some
of the best XC pilots. Many pilots (of all levels) achieve PBs
in Manilla each year. Mt Borah has four huge astro-turfed
launches for nearly all wind directions, easy landings and
was developed for the 2007 Worlds. The Manilla area offers
some of the world’s safest XC flying for all pilot levels,
from novice to expert, with some thermalling experience.
Daily weather briefings by Godfrey Wenness, tips and trick
sessions, campfire discussions, regular day prizes and scoring
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25 February to 1 March

Bright, VIC. Registration: [http://womenwithwingsclinic.
blogspot.com.au/]. This is a women’s only fly-in clinic for
hang glider and paraglider pilots. Instructors and mentors
are available on the ground and in the air to assist in the
advancement of your flying, whether you have just
completed your HG or PG license or want to improve your
XC and competition skills. Earlybird registrations: $129.50
before 30 November, the price will rise significantly after,
so book in soon! Last time, registrations filled very quickly
and numbers are capped, so don’t leave it to the last minute!
See testimonials and stories via [www.hgfa.asn.au] click on
Skysailor: May 2011 p28 and June 2011 p12.

March
Australian PM Championship
& ANZAC Trophy

28 March to 1 April (Easter)

This event is open to all pilots and is not specifically for
advanced pilots. Competitions tasks are set to match the skill
levels of all pilots. The aim being to help pilots improve their
skills, learn from each other and have some fun. Registration:
[www.ppgaustralia.com/AussieVKiwi/AussieKiwiRego2013.
htm]. Also open for recreational flying, outside competition
task times. We aim to attract distributors and instructors to
promote services and equipment and spectators and media to
promote the sport and its growth.

Boonooroo, Queensland
Photo: Kev MacNally

Paragliding State of Origin 2013
29 to 31 March

Mt Borah, NSW. Comp HQ will be based in the new Fly Manilla
Clubhouse (@ the farm). Competition fee: $20. One advanced
pilot, two novices and any other two rated pilots make up
a crew. Get your friend together or come along and we can
help find you crew. Pilots must have a HGFA membership, a
Manilla Sky Sailors membership and fly with a UHF radio and
a reserve canopy. This is an entry level competition aimed
at the novice or intermediate XC pilot wishing to experience
a competition in a safe and friendly atmosphere. This is
not a thermalling course; it is assumed that pilots already
thermal. However, pilots with lox XC hours will gain valuable
experience and insights into competition flying. GPS is not
required. Handicapping is used in scoring. With funding from
the NSW HGPA, there may be free hill transport available. All
retrieves are the responsibility of individual pilots/crews. In
the evenings there are PG talks and videos. Comp director
James Thompson <jamesflys@gmail.com>, details [http://
newcastleparaglidingclub.org.au/?page_id=168].

April
2013 Dalby Big Air
14 to 20 April

Dalby Aerodrome, QLD. AA rated. Practice day: 13/4. Entry
fee: $425, includes the week’s towing fees (incl. 13/4),
presentation dinner and Big Air T-shirt. All pilots must have
aerotow endorsement and current HGFA membership. For
further information or to register contact Annie <annie.
bruce@bigpond.com>. $50 deposit required upon registration
plus your shirt size.
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All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs

Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to
be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the
future if confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where
no current forms or confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken
as having expired.

HGFA

All correspondence,
including changes of
address, membership
renewals, short term
memberships, rating forms
and other administrative
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, & 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager
John Twomey & 0417 644633

<manager.operations@hgfa.asn.au>.
➲➲ For information about site ratings, sites
and other local matters, contact the appro
priate State associations, region or club.

HGFA Committee
of Management
Pres: Greg Lowry <president@hgfa.asn.au>
<greg.lowry@hgfa.asn.au> & 0400 759105.
V-Pres: Brian Webb <vicepresident@hgfa.
asn.au> <brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au> & 0417
530972.

Regions
ACT HG & PG Association

LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT
0200; [www.acthpa.org]. Pres:
Alistair Dickie <alnrelly@gmail.
com> 0422 970408; V-Pres:
Nic Welbourn <nic@corinbank.
com>; Trs: Alun Mills <almills@
iinet.net.au>; Sec: Zhenshi van der Klooster
<zhenshi@mac.com>; Committee: Howard
Taylor <howardtaylor.ad@gmail.com>; Steve
Foggett <steve.foggett@homemail.com.au>;
Meetings: 1st Tue/month 7.30pm Canberra
Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.

PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South 0417 930
142 <ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres:
Grant Bond 0432 963595 <grantbond006@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec: Peter Kovesi 0432 629
315 <pk@peterkovesi.com>; Trs: Greg Lowry
0400 759105 <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; Club
Reps: Simon Shuttleworth (Albany), Mark Wild
(Sky Pirates), Mike Duffy (Western Soarers),
Rick Williams (Hill Flyers), Mark Stokoe (Dust
Devils); Non-Club Rep: Chris Bennet.

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association

PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Bruce Wynne
<president@nswhpa.org>; V-Pres/PO: Nir
Eshed <Vice-President@nswhpa.org>; Sec: Paul
Cox <Secretary@nswhpa.org>; Trs: Graeme
Cran <treasurer@nswhpa.org>; Committee:
Brett Coupland, Tony Dennis, Ray Firth, Chris
Clements, Ralf Gittfried, Michael Roelens.

North Queensland State Association

Trs: John Twomey <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au>
<john.twomey@hgfa.asn.au> & 0419 357195.

PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <flying@cairnshang
glidingclub. org>; V-Pres: Daniel Keech 0427
888893 <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs:
Tracey Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881,
0418 963796 <info@azurephotography.
com>; PG rep: Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Alex Jones <alex.jones@hgfa.asn.au>.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association

Sec: Sun Nickerson <secretary@hgfa.asn.au>
<sun.nickerson@hgfa.asn.au> & 0466 399850.

Brett Coupland <brett.coupland@hgfa.asn.au>.
Lee Scott <lee.scott@hgfa.asn.au>.
Matthew Fox <matthew.fox@hgfa.asn.au>.
Peter Allen <peter.allen@hgfa.asn.au>.
Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>
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PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding
queensland.com>.

South Australian HG/PG/ML Association

PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA <sahga.
exec@gmail.com>. Pres: Stuart McClure
0428 100796; Sec/Trs: Rob Woodward
0408 808436.

Tasmanian HG & PG Association

PO Box 268, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, [www.
thpa.org.au]. Pres: Keith Wales 0407 516845
<giligan42@hotmail.co.uk>; V-Pres: Ramon
Brasnja 0417 203843 <beatclepto@hotmail.
com>; Sec/Trs: Rob Steane 0418 146137
<robsteane@netspace.net.au>.

Victorian HG & PG Association

PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au]. Pres: Rob van der Klooster 0408 335
559 <president@vhpa.org.au>; Sec: Stephen
Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@vhpa.
org.au>; Trs: Stephen Leake 0409 553401
<treasurer@vhpa.org.au; SO: Kevin Grosser
0419 022225 <safetyofficer@vhpa.org.au;
Site Dev. Officer: Mark Pike 0408 801356
<mark.pike@baesystems.com>; Committee:
Brian Webb 0417 530972 <brianmwebb@
alpineinfotech.com.au>; Jan Bennewitz (Web
master) 0423 139923 <jan.bennewitz@
gmail.com>; Anthony Meechan 0407 163796
<meeks65@yahoo.com.au>; Nigel Streeter
<nstreeter@bigpond.com>.

Clubs

Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs.

States

Contacts

All clubs please check details in this section carefully

New South Wales
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.

[bmhgc.blogspot.com] Pres: Kacper
Jankowski <KJankowski@ccia.
unsw.edu.au>; V-Pres: Gregor Forbes
0421 376680 <forbesy@virgin
broadband.com.au>; Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696677 <revant01@yahoo.com.
au>; Trs: Allan Bush (HG SSO) <bethandallan@
bigpond.com>, 0407 814524; Comps: Mark
Stewart (PG SO) <artik_mark@yahoo.com.
au>, 0421 596345, Comp: 2nd & last Sunday
of each month. Meetings: Contact committee.

Central Coast Sky Surfers

PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: Rod Burke
0401 923923 <president@centralcoast
skysurfers.com>; V-Pres: Frank Warwick 0409
468337; Sec: Geoff Bednal <secretary@central
coastskysurfers.com>; Trs: Richard Waterfield 0414 652323 <treasurer@centralcoast
skysurfers.com>, SSOs: Javier Alvarez 0418
116681 <media@centralcoastskysurfers.
com>, John Harriott 0412 442705 <nationalparks-liaison@centralcoastskysurfers.com>.
Meetings: 1st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina
Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.

Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club

6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486 <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.

PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond
Sparkes 0433 917011; V-Pres: Andrew Swan
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1
@bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club

[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
Porter 0415 920444 <Michael.Porter@ap.
jll.com>; V-Pres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491

150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Inc.

Pres: Russell Harvey 0412 928598 <russell
harvey@optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Ebberhard Muller 0418 963526 <eddymuller11@
yahoo.com>; Sec: Darryl Gledden 0408 281
454 <dgledden@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Murray
Payne 0417 179742 <vpayne3@bigpond.com>.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.

PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02
67856545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>, V-Pres/
Sec/Trs: Bob Smith 0428 317735 <bobskisan@
gmail.com>, SSOs: Mark Russell 0434 895185
(HG), Willi Ewig 02 67697771 <skyranch@gmx.
net> (WM), SO: Gaynor Shoeman (PG).

Mid North Coast Flyers Inc

67 The Parade, North Haven NSW 2443 <www.
midnorthcoastflyers.com.au>. Pres: Derek
Lotter 0410 640519 <derek.lotter@gmail.
com>; V-Pres: Lincoln Streatfield 0416 174527,
Sec/Trs: Liz Moore 0409 360062. SSO: Chris
Rogers 02 65555178. Site info: Derek Lotter
0410 640519 or Chris Rogers 0407 918099.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club

93 Wommara Ave, Belmont Nth NSW 2280;
[www.nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dawson Brown
0429 675475 <president@nhgc.asn.
au>; V-Pres: Gary Herman 0401 772289
<vicepresident@nhgc.asn.au>; Sec: James
Pallas <secretary@nhgc.asn.au>; Trs: Allan
McMillan 0400 637070 <treasurer@nhgc.
asn.au>; SOs: Coastal–Tony Barton 0412
607815, Inland–Scott Barrett 0425 847208,
John O’Donohue 02 49549084, PG–James
Thompson 02 49468680; Newsletter: David
Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@nhgc.asn.
au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm
South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.

Newcastle Paragliding Club

Pres: Robert Lackner 0407 934808; Sec:
Andrew Burchell; Trs: Joshua Ludwick; SSO:
James Thompson 0418 686199 <jamesfly@
gmail.com>. Meetings: Last Tue/month, 7pm,
Hexham Bowling Club.

Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc

Pres: Ray Firth 0425 314735 <rayfirth@gmail.
com>; V-Pres: Michael Lamb 0422 611318
<lamykiwi@optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Gregory
Evans 0422 688491 <evans100@optusnet.
com.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor 0434 882834
<alan@2t4l.com>; SSO: Doug Sole 0412
728959 <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>.

Northern Rivers HG & PG Club

PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net]. Pres: Andrew Polidano 0442
8666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>; V-Pres:
Brian Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@
optusnet.com.au>; Sec: John Tyler 0431
441446 <jhontyler@hotmail.com>; Trs:
James McEwan 0437 368999 < nrhgpgc@
gmail.com>; PR: Cedar Anderson 0429 070380
<cedaranderson@gmail.com>; Sites: Peter
Wagner 0431 120942, Col Rushton 0428
751379 <colin.rushton@bigpond.com>; SSO
(PG): Lindsay Wooten 0427 210993 <lindsay
wootten@bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): Andrew
Polidano 0428 666843 <andrew@poliglide.
com>. Meetings: 2nd Fri/month, 7pm, Tyagarah
airstrip, south hangar.
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NSW Sky Hawks

Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres: Tony Dennis 0418
574068 <fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: William
Olive 0412 423133 <William.Olive@hne
health.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: John Jablonskis
0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>.

0418 188655 <vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>;
Sec: Mark Kropp 0416 181915 <secretary@
chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Hana Krajcova 0424 257
381 <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Grants Officer:
Matt Cage 0410 589800; SSO PG: Phil Hystek
0418 155317, 07 55434000 (h), Brandon
O’Donnell 0416 089889.

The Pico Club (National Paramotor Club)

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc

[www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Adrian Clarke
<Adrian@helsbells.com.au>; V-Pres: Justin
Shaw <jkshaw@gmail.com>; Sec: Simon Wills
<swillsy@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Andrew
McCarthy <natmarks@tpg.com.au>; PO: Jeff
Hoffmann; SO: Mike Forwood; Web: Andrew
Shipley <andrewshipley@netspace.net.au>.

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508, [www.
flystanwell.com]; Pres/Trs: Peter Ffrench
0403 076149 <president@flystanwell.com>
<treasurer@flystanwell.com>; Sec: Philippe
Doyle Gray 0414 919657 <secretary@
flystanwell.com>; Committee: Fred Smeaton
0402 808031 <skypilot105@gmail.com>;
SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083 <SSO@
flystanwell.com>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club

[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au] <shgc
@live.com.au>. Pres: Lynette Black <lynette
black@hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Vicki Cain
<moyes@moyes.com.au>; Sec: Bruce Wynne
<bwynne@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: John Selby
<johnselby@idx.com.au>; SSO: Doug Sole; SO:
Ken Stothard. Meetings: Juniors@the Junction,
Anzac Pde, Maroubra, 8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.org]. Pres: Brett Coupland 0409
162616 <brett@ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres:
David Holmes 0417 322658 <ny_studios@
hotmail.com>; Sec: Kirsten Seeto <kirsten.
flys@gmail.com>; Trs: Nico Hundling 0488
096418 <nicohundling@gmail.com>; Committee: Trevor Morrow 0414 997857 <trevorm
@australismusic.com.au>, Rohan Taylor 0425
268080 <rohantaylor@yahoo.com>, Sherree
Adams, Hume Winzar 0408 190321 <winzar
@gmail.com>, Georges Magnan 0412 062
602 <georges.magnan@molnlycke.com>;
SSO: Sandy Thomson 0419 250220 <sandy
thomson1@bigpond.com>. Meeting: Harbord
Bowling Club, Bennett St, Freshwater, 7pm
1st Tue/month (except January).

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club

50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563 <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662 <trike@tpg.com.au>.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Bob Hayes 0438 710
882; V-Pres: Brett Collier 0431 151150; Sec:
Tracey Hayes 0418 963796; Trs: Daniel Keech
0427 888893; Committee: Brod Osborne, Joe
Reese & Uwe Peter.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Rod Flockhart 0412 882639
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Ken Hill
February | March 2013

C/O Keppel Bay Marina 3 Waterline Way,
Rosslyn QLD 4703. Pres/Sec: Shayne
Towers-Hammond <shayne.16@hotmail.
com> 0434 544148; V-Pres: Jonathan Glass
<sansabina@gmail.com> 0408 186716;
Trs: Fraser Strain <fdstrain@bigpond.net.
au> 0439 696699; SSO: Jean-Luc Lejaille
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com> 0418 754157.

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.

’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: James
Lowe 0418 963315 <j.lowe@cqu.edu.au>;
Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699 <jaw12@
bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 0427 177
237 <jonathon.a.wall@team.telstra.com>;
SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 07 49387607.
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Conondale Cross-Country Club

[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Shane
Gingell 0417 619167 <fly@SEQparagliding.
com>; V-Pres: James Barr 0400 774153
<jimmibarr@gmail.com>; Sec: Brett Jensen 0417
792840 <jeno72au@yahoo.com>; Trs: Dave Todd
0400 774153 <Chameleon076@gmail.com>.

Dalby Hang Gliding Club

17 Mizzen St, Manly West QLD 4179. Pres:
Daron Hodder 0431 240610 <daron@aclad.
com.au>; Sec/Trs: Annie Crerar 0418 711821
<annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; SSO: Jason Reid
0424 293922 <jasonr@gleda.com.au>.

Fly Killarney Inc.

Pres/SSO: Lindsay Wootten 0427 210993
<lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>; V-Pres:
Dave Gibbs 0429 775554 <davegibbsuphi@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec: Paul McCullough
<plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Sonya Fardell,
0415 156256 <s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.

Pres: Ben Darke 0418 753220 <ben@water
bed.com.au>; Sec: Brett Paull 0435 203153
<101airbourne@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar
07 33327535 <grantcassar@iinet.net.au>.

Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey
Cole 0408 420808, 07 5455 4661; V-Pres
& SSO (HG): David Cookman 0427 498753;
V-Pres (PG): Tex Beck 0407 238017; Trs:
Gary Allen 0417 756878; Sec: Janine Krauchi
<jkrauchi@rainbowshores.com.au>; (HG):
David Cookman 0427 498573, 07 54498573;
SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille 0418 754157,
07 54863048.

Wicked Wings Toowoomba HG & PG Club

V-Pres: Adrian Palfrey 0408 341181
<adrianpalfrey@hotmail.com>; Trs: Craig
Dunn 0401 935562 <craigrdunn1@gmail.
com>; Sec: Sonya Fardell 0415 156256
<s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club

Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122 <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

Northern Territory
Alice Springs Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

Pres: Ricky Jones 0406 098354 <redcentre
paragliding@yahoo.com>, contact for paramotoring, PG ridge soaring & thermal flying.

Victoria
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club

<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Peter
Hannah; SSO: Rob van der Klooster 0408
335559, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923.
Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue see [www.
dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dave Moore
0432 152101 <Dave.moore@gmail.com>;
Sec: Peter Cass 0422 246326 <P_J_Cass@
yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Noel Bear 0425
801813 <Treasurer@mhgc.asn.au>; SSO:
Peter Holloway 0408 526805 <Info@
freedomairsports.com.au>; Committee: Merv
Dannefaerd, Brad Howarth, Brett Huggan &
Johannes Straub. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month,
Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Rd, Hawthorn East
VIC 3123.

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club

Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo
252@gmail.com>; Sec: Bill Oates 0466 440
049 <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs: John
Batchelor; Committee: Bill Brooks, Alex
Morgan, John Seltin; SSO: Karl Texler 0428
385144; Meetings: [nevhgc-membersforum@googlegroups.com].

Skyhigh Paragliding Club

[www.skyhighparagliding.org]. Pres: Dario
Marini <pres@skyhighparagliding.org.au>;
V-Pres: Phil Lyng <vp@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Trs: Matthew Gruba <tres@
skyhighparagliding.org.au> 0418 332969;
Sec: Zumi Chiew <sec@skyhighparagliding.
org.au> 0407 418111; M’ship: Tanya Cross
<mem@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Nov
Rep: Peter Kemeny <nov@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Web: Romann Kudinoff <wm@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Safety: Alister
Johnson <so@skyhighparagliding.org.
au> 0418 323692; Committee: Stephen
McCulloch. Meetings: 1st Wed/month 7:30pm
Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
No meeting in Nov or Jan.

Southern Microlight Club

[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au]
Pres: Chris Bullen <president@southernmicro
lightclub.com.au>; V-Pres: Tony Batson <vicepresident@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>;
Sec: Steve Bell <secretary@southernmicro
lightclub.com.au>; Trs: Dean Marriott <treas
urer@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>;
Editor: Trevor Lane <trevor@teknological.
com.au>; Web: Steve Bell <web
master@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>.

Victorian Air Hogs

[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum:
[http://skypirates.freeforums.org/]. Club
for WSM, PPG & PHG pilots. Contact: Bohdan
Philippa <bohdan392@gmail.com>.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club

PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc.
org]. Pres: Phillip Campbell 0438 428569
<campbell.p@giant.net.au>; V-Pres: Greg
Beglehole 0419 889153 <greg@heating
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Nicky Shalders; Trs:
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860 <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp
0408 678734 <rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>; Site Committee Chairperson: Steve
Norman; Committee: James Wynd, Will
Faulkner. Meetings: Last Sat/month, The
Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia
Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.

Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 6051.
Pres: Colin Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@
bigpond.com>; V-Pres: Eric Metrot 0407 003
059 <tromes@bigpond.com>; Trs: Colin Brown
0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.com>;
Committee: Shelly Heinrich 0428 935462
<shellheinrich@hotmail.com>, Rod Merigan
0439 967971 <rmerigan@q-net.net.au>,
Clive Salvidge 0402 240038 <clive@iinet.net.
au>, Julien Menager 0423 829346 <Julien.
me@gmail.com>; SOs: John Carman, Nigel
Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild. Meetings: Last
Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne Park Bowling
Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.

[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Pres/SSO
Kalgoorlie: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.
net.au>, 0427 328638; Trs: Phil Clarkson <phil.
clarkson@hotmail.com.au>, 0405 144475;
Sec: Jarod Dashwood <jarod.dashwood@gmail.
com. SSO Perth: Mark Stokoe <wrx2002@
iinet.net.au>, 0414 932461.

Hill Flyers Club Inc.

<hillflyers@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary
Bennet 0412 611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls
0417 690386, Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397,
Dave Longman 08 93859469. Meetings held
on site during club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.

WA Sky Pirates (PPG)

Pres: Mark Wild <mwild@gastech.com.au>
0411 423923; Trs: Mark Hayton <mark.
hayton@riotinto.com> 0439 513465;
Sec: Kevin Hatten <kevinhatten@bigpond.
com> 0419 845509; SSOs: Mark Wild 0411
423923, Gordon McCabe 0407 776462.

Western Microlight Club Inc.

Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres:
Keith Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey
0428 504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408
949004.

Western Soarers

PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril
Eliopulos
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs:
Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs:
Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull,
Rick Williams, Michael Duffy. Meetings:
See [http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/
western_soarers/].
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Schools & Maintenance

Victoria

Queensland

New South Wales

Western Australia
Australia Wide Services
Certified Paraglider
Repairer
Testing & Repairs
➲➲ Comprehensive testing
and repairs to all
paragliders
➲➲ Fully equipped service and
repair agents for: Advance,
Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin,
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, Paratech,
Sky, Skywalk, Swing, UP
➲➲ Full written report
➲➲ Harness repair and modifications
➲➲ Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
➲➲ Parachute repacking
➲➲ Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, New
Zealand and Asia
➲➲ Prompt turnaround

Rainbow Paragliding•APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders

We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best, our CFI
Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding Champion)
has been involved in paragliding since 1990 & instructing
for over 10 years.

Courses

➲➲ Introductory & HGFA licence course
➲➲ Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
➲➲ SIV courses
➲➲ Tow courses
➲➲ XC tandem flights
➲➲ Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.

See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
[www.activeflight.com.au]

HGFA Document Map Register has been
developed to create a version control
system for all HGFA Forms, Manuals, and
Syllabus, which will allow all to view
and access the HGFA documentation
structure. Due to recent Entry Control
Procedures placed by CASA, the HGFA
Document Map will assist in meeting
compliance obligations.
A single point of access to view the
HGFA Document Map Register and
forms are available on the HGFA
website location:

[www.hgfa.asn.au] – ‘Forms’

<shop@paraglidingrainbow.com>

PARAGLIDING CENTRE

HGFA Document
Map System

➲➲ Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rain
bow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round,
60km cross-country flights have been achieved in winter!
➲➲ FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
➲➲ REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the
experts.
➲➲ INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the
knowledge.
➲➲ SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-in,
maintenance and repairs.
➲➲ YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

The objective is to ensure the correct
Version Control is used at all times by
members, HGFA Instructors and HGFA
National Office.
Current Version: v1.0 Feb 2012
HGFA Office Manager

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>
[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

Professional Paragliding

➲➲ Tandem Introductory Flights
➲➲ Paragliding Courses and Certifications
➲➲ Pilot Development Clinics
➲➲ Free Introduction course
➲➲ Tandem Endorsements
➲➲ Sales and Service

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd
Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au>
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]
Forbes 2013 FAI HG World Championships
Timothy Carhart at Southside, Torquay, Victoria
Photo: Aaron Richards
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Classifieds

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per issue will
be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by email <office@
hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93367177 or post: 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042. The deadline is the 1st of the
month, one month prior to publication date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication,
re-submission of the classified must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include
your contact details (for prospective buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verification) and the State under which
you would like the classified placed. (Note that the above does not apply to commercial operators. Instructors may place
multiple classified entries, but will be charged at usual advertising rates.)

Advertising Guidelines

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the maintenance requirements as
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should
always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of maintenance logs for the
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment

General Equipment

New South Wales

HG & PG Handbook for Australian Pilots

Flytec 4005 Vario x 2,excellent condition. Icom IC40 UHF radio
x 2, loaded with HGFA & Manilla channels. All 2001 models,
asking $150 for each unit or will sell all as package for $500
Contact: Tully & 0414 366047.
Litespeed 4S, grey/light, blue/grey, 200 hrs, carbon LE inserts,
carbon outers, zoom frame, carbon speedbar, $3500, Sydney
area. Contact: Richard & 0403 617450.

Paragliders & Equipment
Queensland

Impress 1 Pod Harness, size M, with speed bag & wind skirt, in
good condition. The best original pod harness, $400. Gin flight
deck. used once. retails at $100, yours for $80. Contact: Dave
& 0429 775554, <djgibbs67@gmail.com>.
Golden 3 (30) (EN-B. LTF 1/2), very low, 4 hrs, still under
warranty, asking $2800 (save $1000). Bought from Shane @
SEQ Paragliding, late 2012. Suit weight 90kg+. ICARO Cyber 4,
DHV 1, low 22 hrs, incl. harness, reserve, bag, $1500 (another
bargain). 1 pair Hanwag boots, excellent cond., size 11.5, RRP
$365, worn about a dozen times, $200. Helmet, S-M, good
cond. $50. Or buy the lot for $4000. Contact: Wayne & 0409
495423 or <wayne@print-on.com.au>.

Microlights & Equipment
New South Wales

2011 Airborne XT 912 Tundra SST (T2-6216), 24 hrs TT on
wing & base, c/w two Lynx headsets & Icaro helmets. As new,
in excellent condition. Suit new trike buyer. Selling due to ill
health. $58,000 ono. Contact: Tim Davis & 0411 243222,
Singleton.
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Kangook.com

The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection
with prices. Contact: Ron & 0403 975041.

Poliglide

Concertina Bag
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Eagle School of Microlighting
HGFA Document Map System
HGFA WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses
Manilla Paragliding – Ascent
Manilla Paragliding – Flying Accessories
Manilla Paragliding – Impress 3
Natalie’s Travel Insurance
Paragliding Headquarters – Compass
Paragliding Headquarters – Gradient
Parajet Australia

Reference material
for Restricted,
Intermediate and
Advanced theory
exams for both HG
and PG pilots. In
preparing for the
Advanced theory
exam, the author
found it difficult to
source references
backing the HGFA
Study Guides.
After taking the exam and to finally settle the matter,
several weeks were spent researching, checking & rechecking
published information that could be regarded as reliable
reference material for all certificate levels for both HG and PG
pilot exams. The result is the HG & PG Handbook for Australian
Pilots. Both facts and background theory are presented to
assist in learning. $17 incl. GST, package and posting within
Australia [www.tiliquabooks.com.au].
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PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3
concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA
SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, [www.parasupply.com].

Press To Talk System

PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/
PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys,
PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, [www.parasupply.com].
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