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the artwork, to be typeset.
Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those
of the HGFA nor the Editor’s. They are strictly the views of the
author/contributor.
Copyright in this publication is vested in the HGFA. Copyright
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photographers in respect of their contribution.
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From Coast
To Cloudbase
& Beyond

The Bluff in South Australia,
Mike Kung would love this place!

A

delaide boasts 14 wonderful flying sites, all
within two hours of the city, of which all but one
are coastal ridges that can handle over 270° of
wind direction. Every moment of soaring with eagles at
Black Cliffs, watching dolphins surf below at Tunkalilla,
working on acro at Lady Bay, speed flying Seaford’s cliffs
or waggas flying at Hallett Cove lawns was special. It is
a truly unique place to start life as a paraglider pilot.
Not long after my license course, I discovered that
groundhandling is more than the mere act of kiting your
wing above your head, and that coastal sites provided
perfect locations to improve my groundhandling and
waggas skills. More often than not, I would sacrifice a
good sea-breeze soar and instead spend the afternoon
on launch, learning how to kite my wing in the power
zone, or practice stalls, collapses and spins on the
ground. It didn’t take long to turn groundhandling into
a fun game and I believe the skills I learnt contributed
to my staying safe as an intermediate and continue to
keep me safe today.

Setting out towards Tunk Head, the
main eastern turnpoint at Tunkalilla

Practicing wingovers at Cape Jervis

South Australia is a coastal pilot’s dream, a treasure trove of
soaring sites. However, with thermals regularly exceeding
14,000ft – often accompanied by strong winds, and few hills
higher than 100m – it is, to say the least, an adventurous
place for an XC pilot.
A winter’s view of Tunkalilla
All photos: Brooke Whatnall

by Brooke Whatnall
Playing with the Freestyle at Snapper Rocks, SA
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From Coast
To Cloudbase
& Beyond

Cruising around the cliffs of Cape Jervis
– a perfect winter soaring site

Topping out before flying the 2km downwind leg of the
coast run. While daunting to look at, it’s an easy glide
as the tailwind factor gives you a near 30:1 glide ratio

Clockwise from above: Taking in the views of Tunkalilla
Tunkalilla’s stunning coastline to the west
with Kangaroo Island on the horizon
Wind turbines and 200m cliffs to the north of
Cape Jervis. This is the first leg of the coast run

In November 2011, while in France on a family holiday, I had the opportunity to fly European
alpine sites such as Saint Hilaire du Touvet and Chamonix, and got my first real experience of
flying in some big air. This is where I caught both the XC and the Acro bug and it didn’t take long
after getting back to SA before I was craving for more height, more thermals and more action.
Even three weeks flying mountains in NZ didn’t cure me, if anything, I came back even
hungrier for altitude and adventure. It would come as no surprise then that in October last year
I took the opportunity to move with my folks to Canungra, Queensland. This area is home to the
Canungra Hang Gliding Club who operate a range of official sites offering all year round flying
within half an hour of each other amongst the scenic Gold Coast hinterland.
You know that scene in Avatar where Jake sees the Hallelujah Mountains for the first time,
and his jaw drops in wonder. That was me the first time I saw Beechmont, except there were
no blue people among the trees (I think). Beechmont is one of a number of grassy launches
within a half hour radius that allow for all year round flying around the Canungra region.
My first unstable day at Beechmont was incredible: A large turnout to my standards, and
they all seemed like friendly, chatty folk. Once our wind dummy had proven we were worthy to
the wind gods by staying aloft, it was the mad rush to get off launch. It didn’t take long to get
used to the rockin’ and rollin’ and before I knew it, the vario was screaming at me in a pitch I
thought only my ex could when I told her I was going paragliding for the weekend. Right, beeps
mean up, so… turn. Beeps staying at a painful tone, yup, must be a good day! Before I knew it, I
was sitting under the white room, trying to take in the stunning mix of mountain and flatland
that makes this part of Australia so unique.
What I hadn’t planned for was what to do next. It had been almost half a paragliding
lifetime for me since my last thermal ride to base, so I took it easy, turned tail and picked a
line that everyone else was taking. Somehow, 15 minutes later I bombed out and spent the
next four hours and three hitches to get back to Beechmont. Turns out Beechmont can be as
humbling as it is fun to fly. One thing was certain, the bug was back!
Once a good friend and pilot had told me back in SA: “If you want to get good at XC, and
start improving, fly comps.” What better way to meet the locals and get to know the area than
entering the Canungra Cup?

With only 15 XC hours under my belt, I felt a little unprepared for what was to come, but
in hindsight, it was one of the best things I could have done for my flying at the time. Not only
did it introduce me to the world of comp flying, which I fell in love with instantly, I also learnt
a lot from the pilots and had a great time flying alongside them.
Slowly, my skills in identifying triggers, reading clouds, feeling the air and picking good
lines improved. Little bits of advice, such as Martin teaching me about lift lines on the lee-side
of thermals, or showing me how to find my way back in after dropping out of a thermal, by
drawing a line between the likely source and signs of lift. If you can hold back the tears of
laughter during local Canungra club pilot Ivan’s XC talks, he is fantastic at sharing a wealth of
knowledge. Suddenly, I felt once again like a small fish in a huge pond – it felt great!
With practice and more mentoring, reading the terrain started to become second nature,
looking at ridge lines and immediately seeing the likely sources of lift. New horizons were
opening up to the west in the flats all around and beyond Beaudesert as I learnt to read cloud
lines and connect the dots. Landing next to town centres and having a cold beer shortly after
landing is a great feeling!
I was breaking PBs almost monthly and by the end of the season, at the Manilla XC camp,
I toppled my goal of a 50km XC this season. Best of all, afterwards being able to get back to
Beechmont to enjoy the great soaring it offers and making use of its workable ‘acro box’.
Thanks to moving up to Queensland, I was able to access some great mentoring and finally
stalls, SATs, parachutals and spins became second nature.
There are few better ways to improve as pilots than to travel, explore and try something
new. Australia has such a diverse range of flying sites that it’s essential to get outside your
comfort zone every now and again to experience this great country.
So, why not take the next weekend off, buy a plane ticket to a flying site you’ve always
wanted to explore, but haven’t had the chance to yet? If you’re a pilot from our southern
states, try heading north this winter: Soar the cliffs of Cairns, the Sunshine Coast dunes or
thermal to base and go XC in June in Canungra. I promise it will lead you to adventure.

Find out more about flying the Canungra region by visiting [chgc.asn.au].

Background: A breathtaking
backdrop to a tropical playground
Left: Perfecting stalls
at Beechmont
Right, top to bottom:
Fighting a low inversion
at Mt Tamborine
Flying over the harbour at
Wirrina Cove – another reason
why the coast run is so unique
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A busy flying weekend
at Tunkalilla, SA

Climbing out of Hinchcliffe’s
during the Canungra Cup 2012
Scratching around at Cape Jervis
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My Modest
Proposal:
Why is it that British pilots
have roamed the world in tiny
microlights over the last 25
years, yet no Australian has
yet flown to England? Three
of the giants of microlight
flying, that branch of the New
Aviation that began with crude
hang gliders, are Australian.

The ANZAC

Butterflies

Eve Jackson, courtesy of Flight Line Magazine Jul/Aug 1987

England-Australia Aviators

by Brian Milton

Brian Milton was recently visiting Australia
which prompted him to propose this venture
John Dickenson receiving his FAI Gold Air Medal

Australian Heritage

John Dickenson was recently awarded the highest honour in civil aviation, an FAI Gold medal, for having invented
a flying wing from the original concept by American Dr Francis Rogallo. If Leonardo da Vinci had used Dickenson’s
triangle control bar back in 1493 – when Leonardo drew, but did not build what could have been the first flying wing
– the whole of human history would have been different.
Bill Moyes, still in there and punching over the age of 80, and the late Bill Bennett, toured the world in the 1970s
and 80s and taught the rest of us how to fly like a butterfly. Bill Moyes has often been called the Father of hang
gliding, and the rest of us are indebted to his imagination, skill and pugnacious energy. If he and I greet each other by
grasping each other’s throats, on my part at least, there is admiration in the gesture.
Yet while half a dozen English pilots have flown frail little microlights from England to Australia, why has no
Australian flown the other way?
It is not enough to comment, as I have heard, “Oh, all Poms are mad.” It isn’t madness, surely it’s an aspiration to
true adventure?
One reason Australians don’t fly away from their homeland is that it is so big – in the same way as the United
States, another big country with no international microlight travellers. There is no culture of long-distance flying
among either nation. Why go anywhere else when there is so much to see here?

The first person to fly England-Australia in a microlight
was an Englishwoman, Eve Jackson. She did it in a CFM
Shadow, with a puny 447cc Rotax two-stroke engine
in 1986/7, and took 15 months for the journey, only
flying when the weather was perfect at departure
and destination. There was already a culture of longdistance travel in England, after Richard Meredith-Hardy
(RMH) flew from London to Cape Town in 1985/6 on
a flexwing trike – like a hang glider with a motorbike
slung underneath it. He arrived in the year Eve Jackson
took off on her flight, and his journey was leisurely,
though he was in the air – alone – for eight hours
crossing the Mediterranean, an astonishing feat at the
time. RMH went on to become World microlight champion
and to fly a microlight over Everest in 2004. It was RMH
I called when the blind man Miles Hilton-Barber (MHB)
called me at 11pm one winter’s Sunday evening in 2007
to ask, “Will you be my sighted pilot on a microlight
flight to Australia, leaving at nine o’clock tomorrow
morning?”
I was the second microlight pilot to fly to Sydney, an
official Bicentenary event in 1987/8, and I succeeded
despite a number of incidents. Sponsored by the
Australian food group ‘Dalgety’, I was wrecked on a
Greek island by strong crosswinds, flipped upside down
and driven down the runway. My mechanic, a former
British paratrooper and hang glider pilot, Mike Atkinson,
had a first-class ticket to Australia, stopping at the
capital cities of each country I passed through. He flew
in from Athens, laughed wildly, then he and I glued the
microlight back together in five days and I flew on. I
had an out-landing on a Jordanian road 1200ft below
sea-level because of poor fuel (I then came under the
patronage of King Hussein of Jordan) and I had three outlandings crossing the 1100-mile Saudi desert.
On Christmas Day 1987, in the middle of the Iran/Iraq
war, my engine stopped over the Persian Gulf, 32 miles
short of Abu Dhabi, because of a fuel blockage, and I
plunged into the sea. I was rescued by helicopter, found
Mike Atkinson and six hours later we helicoptered back
to find my aircraft deep in the water, but still afloat.
We pulled it out of the water and glued it back together
again in five days. Mike carried a spare engine as hand
luggage – it was that small – so we swapped engines,
had more instruments sent out from England and again
I flew away. I had one out-landing in India – a collapsed
fuel filter – and three out-landings in Malaysia – broken
earthing wire, monsoon weather and once to ask the
way. There were more adventures in Australia itself,
much to the glee of the local media, but I made Sydney
in 59 days.

Brian meets Queen Elizabeth II

Dalgety Flyer, courtesy of the Sydney Powerhouse Museum

My Dalgety Flyer is now on display in the Sydney
Powerhouse Museum – at the time it was the only
aircraft they had which had done the classical EnglandAustralia flight. It’s obviously not as famous as Sir
Charles Kingsford Smith’s ‘Southern Cross’ which flew
the Pacific, or Sir Ross Smith Vickers Vimy G-EAOU
(‘Gawd ‘elp all of us!’), the ghost of which I had chased
from London, still on display at Adelaide Airport.
For nine years this was the longest, fastest microlight
flight in history, until the next Englishman, Colin Bodill,
beat my time by 10 days in 1998. More importantly, he
did it on a trike, wide open to the elements, a return to
the open-cockpit flying of the pioneers. (My Dalgety
Flyer, like Eve Jackson’s CFM Shadow (Gertie), had a
cockpit and a canopy, wings, fuselage and tailplane and
though technically a microlight, I always felt we rather
cheated – it’s called ‘indoor flying’ in some microlight
circles back home – and I conceded Colin Bodill’s flight
was more authentic.)
It was Colin’s turn to watch expectantly when I set
out in 1998 to become the first man to fly a flexwing
microlight around the world. Two of us set off, 120 days
later only I came back in it. My co-pilot, Keith Reynolds,
didn’t lose his life in Russia, just the plot. My record of
120 days beat the previous world record of 175 days
for an open-cockpit, single-engined RTW, set by four
American Army flyers back in 1924.

Miles and Brian taxi out for departure at Biggin Hill,
courtesy of [http://flymicro.com]

It only lasted two years, because Colin Bodill,
accompanied by the helicopter pilot Jennifer Murray, an
Englishwoman, did their own RTW in 99 days.
It was because of my record, and because he couldn’t
see that I was 64 years old, that in 2007 MHB asked me
that wonderful ‘sighted pilot’ question and I flew the
blind hero by trike, a flexwing, from London to Cyprus.
RMH took him on across half the rest of the world in a
technically brilliant flight to Sydney.

Other Microlight Pioneers

Other British pilots were roaming everywhere.
Judy Leden and Ben Ashman came under the
patronage of King Hussein of Jordan in 1994 when they
made the difficult and turbulent microlight flight to the
King’s capital, Amman, in memory of a young Jordanian
girl called Yasmin Saudi who died from cancer at the
age of 24. Judy went on to drop out of a balloon in a
hang glider from 40,000ft – our own equivalent of the
recent Felix Baumgärtner feat – in which the wind was
forced under Judy’s visor during the drop and froze her
eyelashes shut for 15 minutes.
Storm Smith flew a flexwing from India to England
the same year I flew around the world – one of the only
‘wrong-way’ records, into the prevailing wind.
Probably the greatest modern microlight flight was
by ‘Wheely Dave’ Sykes in 2011, flying in a wheelchair
under a hang glider wing. He left England the day
before Wills and Kate got married and the media,

Australian pioneer Bill Moyes with his wife Molly
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The ANZAC

Butterflies

Brian envisages event funding from each State to
sponsor its own pilot, imaginative marketing – a good
press conference – and surplus going to an appropriate
Anzac charity. Interested pilots can contact Brian for
more information via [www.brian-milton.com].

Judy Leden’s balloon drop, courtesy of [hgpg.co.uk]

faced with reporting Dave’s flight or ogling Pippa
Middleton’s bum, made the inevitable tabloid decision.
Dave’s extraordinary flight was through the height of
a northern hemisphere summer – not the time for the
prudent to do this, temperatures in the Omani Desert
topped 50ºC – with no carer and no sponsor, surviving
on savings, donations and, sometimes, kindness. The
Australian adventurer Dick Smith was especially kind.
Over the Christmas period 2014/5 RMH and Wheely
Dave Sykes are leading a contingent of disabled soldiers
by microlight across Antarctica to the South Pole.
Other nationalities have made similar flights. The
Indian millionaire Vijaypat Singhania flew England to
India to great acclaim in the same year as my Australia
flight. He was awarded Air Commodore rank in the IAF.
Dutchman Eppo Harbrink Numan took 14 months,
harassed by bureaucrats, to cross the north Atlantic in
2001 by microlight. He was virtually ruined financially
by the delays, losing his livelihood – a restaurant – to
pay his bills.
Frenchman Guy Delage took 26 hours in 1993 to
repeat a terrific 60-year old flight across the south
Atlantic by pioneer Jean Murmoz made in 1933.
All these foreigners. Not one Australian or New
Zealander. Let’s change that, shall we?

The ‘Anzac Butterflies’ would be under no compulsion
to race and able to make prudent decisions to carry out
what is a pilgrimage rather than a race. But they must
reach Gallipoli for 25 April 2014.
Subsequently, they could fly on via Greece, Corfu
and up the whole east coast of Italy to cross the Alps
and fly along the old Western Front to pay homage at
other distant battlefields where Anzacs died. They
would look for churches and cemeteries, and dozens
of poignant locations, but particularly the Somme and
Passchendaele, before crossing the English Channel to
arrive in London a fortnight or more before the official
centenary commemorations.
There are said to be the graves of 61,000 Anzacs
from the Great War. This would be a ‘People’s Way’ to
acknowledge their sacrifice.

Commemorating
the Anzac Legacy

Next year, 2014, is the centenary of the start of the
Great War, the war in which a young, trusting Australia
came face to face with the modern world, summarised in
a single word – Gallipoli.
I wish to suggest that a team of seven Australian
trike pilots – one representing each Australian state –
and two New Zealanders, also on trikes – one from each
island – fly over the classical Empire route to London,
taking in the battlefields where so many young Anzacs
lost their lives. In tiny tough but fragile trikes, open
to the four winds and the elements, this would be an
appropriate way to mark the 100 years following the
start of that war on 28 July 1914.
The flight should start from Adelaide Airport, home
of Sir Ross Smith’s Vimy, go via Melbourne, Canberra,
Sydney, Newcastle, Port Macquarie and Grafton to
Brisbane, before setting off into the Outback via Longreach and Tennant Creek to reach Darwin. From there,

they should pick their way of a small air base called
Truscott to find the shortest route – 524km – across
the ‘White Knuckle Route’ over the Timor Sea to Kupang
in Indonesia.
Afterwards they should broadly follow Ross Smith’s
pioneering route, as Eve, I, RMH and MHB, and ‘Wheely
Dave’ all did, flying to avoid countries where there’s
warfare – obviously some problems around Syria and the
whole Middle East – to reach Gallipoli by 25 April 2014,
on Anzac Day. Their hazardous journey in such aircraft
symbiotically reflects the experiences of all those young
men sent out into a tough world a hundred years ago,
similarly frail, though some of them were lucky enough
to survive the experience.
On my big journeys, racing a microlight, I had to
complete 300 miles per day – 500km/day – to achieve
my targets. Of the 36 flying days I took to reach Darwin,
for example, Mike Atkinson estimated that only 10 of
them were flyable.

HGFA WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses

Two-day courses covering

Line Maintenance requirements
for Weightshift Microlights,
including two-stroke and
four-stroke Rotax engines.

Classroom and practical
instruction for up to
five people per course.
Please contact Kev MacNally

on <kmacnally@bigpond.com>
if you would like to be added
to our waiting list for the
courses, with your details.

Flying Dutchman
Eppo Numan,
courtesy of
[www.micro
lighting.com]

Have more than five people
interested?
Contact me
for details of
a seminar for

up to 20 people.
Venues required
in SA, Victoria
and NSW for
2013 courses.

Guy Delage, courtesy of [http://www.dta.fr]
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Flying
Bayeux

Tourist version of Viking dragon boat
sailing past the flying site
Left: That rough ground you can see
can be turbulent if you get low

the village at the mouth of the creek onto the next set of
dunes which, in fact, will bring you to another site called
Vierville-sur-Mer. As far as I could work out the flight
path comes to about 11km without the jump across
Port-en-Bessin.

Flying Sites

Now here’s a French site for weekend warriors like me. The
site, or in fact sites, are near Bayeux – about a day’s travel from
either Calais or Paris. This is a coastal site, but one with all the
attractions for history and travel types and their partners.
by Graham Lee

The D-Day Invasion Beaches
Remains of the ‘Atlantic Wall’

As I’m sure you all know that ever since Julius Caesar, various more or less egotistical and nasty types have been
trying to ‘unite’ Europe in – until recently at least – mostly violent ways!
This history now makes flying along the waterfront cliffs between Port-en-Bessin-Huppain and Arromanchesles-Bains near Bayeux in some sense pretty bizarre.
On the one hand, the town of Bayeux has preserved an
amazing strip of embroidery – the Bayeux Tapestry –
which celebrates one William the Bastard’s invasion of
England in 1066, whilst below you, as you float along
gently, are the fading derelict remains of that 1944
horror of D-day.
Here one flies above a group of nasty great cannon
emplacements which are, thankfully, seriously ruined.
Actually, they clearly took a battering that fateful
day and the guns look a little short on viagra. Most
astonishing perhaps are the remains of a series of
marooned great concrete barges which were floated
across the channel to form an emergency invasion
harbour. The ruin of this harbour marks the eastern
turnpoint for the site. Somewhere along the line it
acquired the name of Mulberry harbour!
On most days, your western turnpoint will be over
the tiny but magical little port of Port-en-Bessin, but
on those few exceptional occasions it is apparently
possible to get enough height to make the jump across
Clearly Commes and the D-Day beaches
are a popular flying site

10 SKYSAILOR
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The main site is near Commes, about 10km from Bayeux.
The take-off for Commes is best found via your in-car
GPS or Tom Tom and is at 49.3461N and 0.715556W. Launch at Commes
This is also the general LZ although, since the land
behind the cliffs is pretty flat, anywhere along there is
landable. Be careful with picking the beaches though as they can be rather narrow
during high tide.
The road to take-off is a little difficult to find, but heads off the hilltop road
towards and through a tiny village – Le Bouffay. Be warned: the road gets pretty
narrow and is not much fun in a mobile home! Parking is obvious once you get to
the cliff tops, as is the take-off, which, on a good day, will be marked by lots of
local pilots. It is worth taking care where you park because some of the area is also
used as a landing site. All of this is very clear if you look the site up on Google Earth.
Take-off is a large grassed area next to the carpark and picnic area. Whenever
I’ve been there, the first turn tends to be right – ie, to the east – to get up. There
is a little broken-up section of cliff about 500m along which can cause nasties if
you get low, so go for height. Once up, your track becomes pretty obvious and if
you keep heading east you will pass over the field with those old concrete gun
emplacements. Then on along until you’ll probably discover, just like I did, that your
turnaround point is just beyond the first of the wrecked Mulberry harbour pontoons.
Back again and once past launch you head above the ploughed fields towards Porten-Bessin. Looking down, you can still see the lines of the old Atlantic wall trenches
and concrete machine-gun posts.
As if all this history stuff is not enough, every now and then you might look
out to sea to see a dirty great Viking dragon ship row by! Fortunately, it’s a replica.
The turnaround at this western end, unless you are unusually lucky to have the
height to go on as described above, is right above the little port.
The other launch site worth a mention – though my experience there has been
entirely of parawaiting – is at Vierville-sur-Mer, about eight kilometres west of
Port-en-Bessin. Again the take-off is large and landing easily available either on the
top or beach. Basically, follow your GPS or the road west from Port-en-Bessin. Just
beyond Vierville is a right turn to the cliff top caravan park, then follow it around on
the landward side. Launch is along the track between the park and the wheat fields.
Neither of these sites is epic, rather they are relaxing and the area intensely
interesting. You’re unlikely to get very high, my log says approaching 500ft absolute
max, but that’s not really the point here.
As described, there is plenty to do on non-flying days, including a visit to
the Museum of the Bayeux Tapestry which is amazing, or to the various invasion
beaches and their museums. When it comes to camping, we’ve always stayed either
at the caravan park in Bayeux itself (I know, for a dedicated free camper this is
embarrassing). The advantage being easy walking access to the centre of town.
Alternatively, follow along one of the small roads heading down from the cliffs to
the beach near the take-off.
April | May 2013
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Australian Paragliding
Competitions 2012/2013

Photo: Brian Webb

Bright Open 2013

1 Gareth Carter
2 Che Golus
3 Matts Eliasson
Full results at [http://highcloud.net/
xc/comp_result.php?comPk=82].

Photo: Heidi Krueger

Corryong Open 2013

1 Gareth Carter
2 Andrew Horchner
3 Remko Bolt
Full results at [http://highcloud.net/
xc/comp_result.php?comPk=83].

On task from Gundowring
Photo: Gareth Carter

2012–2013 Australian Championships Results
Overall Top Ten

After three excellent AAA competitions with 10 valid tasks,
this year’s competition season is now winding down to the
fun comps, like the Easter State of Origin. This season saw an
average of about 60 pilots at each competition and a high level
of safe racing was had by all in conditions varying from the
extremes of trying to stay up in slow conditions with low bases
to trying to stay down in widespread wave lift in order to stay
under airspace ceilings.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Sports Class

1 David Wainwright
2 Stuart McElroy
3 Bruce Marks

by Gareth Carter and Dave Gibbs – Comps Committee (PG)

W

e like to promote Australian competitions to all HGFA pilots as an opportunity to come for a week’s holiday
and fly cross-country with friends, have organised retrieves, set some challenges and have top pilots
demonstrate the lines to take. Competitions are not just for elite pilots, with development events for all
levels of XC pilots during the week, including instruments, flying techniques, mind games and generally shooting the
breeze with an assigned mentor whose task it is to help you fly further and faster…
Of course, the competitions also act as selection events for the Paragliding World Championships in Bulgaria in
July and the selection list is available from [http://highcloud.net/xc/ladder.php?ladPk=3].
Since Felipe will be getting married during the event (twice even!) it looks like the team will include Gareth Carter,
Che Golus and Brian Webb. Unfortunately, since the FAI has tightened selection criteria, none of the Australian ladies
qualify for this World Championships.

12 SKYSAILOR

Gareth Carter
Che Golus
Jason Turner
Brian Webb
Andrew Horchner
Fred Gungl
David Wainwright
Ian McFarlane
James Thompson
Gavin Zahner

Fun Class

1 Alex Yaschenko
2 Cam Lawrence
3 Frank Adler

Ladies

Canungra Cup 2012

1 Antje Daehler
2 Alison Cawte
3 Elizabeth Moore
Thermal
Photo: Gareth Carter
April | May 2013

For full results see
[http://highcloud.net/
xc/ladder.php?ladPk=1].
April | May 2013

On task over Corryong
Photo: Gareth Carter

1 Fred Gungl
2 Steve Nagle
3 Jason Turner
Full results at [http://highcloud.net/
xc/comp_result.php?comPk=84].
SKYSAILOR
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News
‘Gradient Personal Best Challenge’ in Quixada,
Brazil – XContest Achievements

The international Gradient team was out to chase miles
in Quixada, Brazil, in November 2012. Flying Gradient’s
new gliders Aspen4 and Nevada, the Gradient pilots tried
to push their personal limits in flying open distance.
The team finished with an impressing result and sets
standards for the 2013 worldwide XC online contest.
In the last year’s contest, Quixada (Northern Brazil)
became a famous XC spot for the world’s best XC pilots
with big flights in October and November. 2012 was
the driest year in brazilian PG history. High cloudbases
left the doors for huge distances wide open. Although
also the driest season ever, the easterly winds didn’t
increase too much. In November 2012, every single
day was flyable. Placements of Gradient pilots as of
7/12/2012 were:
➲➲ Serial Class: Rank 1, 2, 3 [www.xcontest.org/world/
en/ranking-pg-sport/]
➲➲ Sports Class: Rank 1, 2 [www.xcontest.org/world/
en/ranking-pg-serial/]
➲➲ Standard Class: Rank 1 [www.xcontest.org/world/
en/ranking-pg-standard/]
Gradient pilots included Czech Karel Vejchodsky, flew
his Aspen4 twice over 300km, topping both worldwide
Serial and Sports Class rankings [www.xcontest.org/
world/en/ranking-pg-serial/], Ondrej Dupal, Gradient
director and designer with a best flight of 243km
on his EN-B Nevada [www.xcontest.org/world/en/
ranking-pg-standard/], Felix Wölk, photographer and
pilot on an Aspen4 with five flights over 200km [www.
xcontest.org/world/en/ranking-pg-serial/], Xavier
Girin from New Caledonia flew 334km on his Aspen4
on 17 November 2012 [www.xcontest.org/world/en/
ranking-pg-sport/], Michael Gebert, X-Alps athlete
and PG tour organiser, managed 245km on a Nevada
[www.xcontest.org/world/en/flights/detail:michaelge
bert/4.11.2012/12:10], Thomas de Dorlodot, X-Alps
athlete, Nevada pilot and award-winning adventure
documentary maker [www.searchprojects.net/],
Horacio Llorens, Acro pilot and a member of Thomas de
Dorlodot’s ‘Search Project’, flew 260km on a Nevada.

Pennicuik Pulls Out Of This Year’s Red Bull XAlps

Lloyd Pennicuik (AUS) has been forced to withdraw from
the 2013 Red Bull X-Alps. The Australian gold prospector,
who competed in 2007 and 2009, reluctantly dropped
out due to unforeseen circumstances. “I am pulling out
of the Red Bull X-Alps for personal reasons. I thought
about waiting to see if my circumstances change, but
14 SKYSAILOR

this is unfair. I’d prefer to give someone else a chance.
I’m gutted, but hopefully I’ll be back in 2015. I wish all
the athletes the best of luck.”
He will be replaced by first-time athlete Michal Krysta
(CZE) while Red Bull X-Alps veteran Andy Frötscher
(ITA3) gains a place thanks to a wildcard entry. It brings
the total number of competitors to 32.

athletes had to stop at the end of each day, but this
year, each athlete can break the mandatory rest stop
on just one occasion and push on through the night! The
new rule promises to make the race even more exciting
and unpredictable for the fans – and both mentally and
physically challenging for the athletes.
Athletes cannot pull the Night Pass spontaneously,
but will need to announce their intention in advance to
the race committee. Furthermore, they will not know
who else is using the card until the race organisers
announce this information before the night stage begins.
Other rule changes for 2013 include an additional
supporter for teams, the adjustment to the mandatory
rest period – now 22:30 to 05:00 – and the banning of
prototype equipment of any kind. Athletes will also be
required to carry a Pieps Globalfinder for safety reasons.

AirG Products

Richard Gallon is the man behind AirG. As one of the European pioneers of paragliding, he is now one of the worldwide
oldtimers and remains captivated to the addictive quality of flying to this day.Richard’s calling has long been his
profession as well. Primarily a test pilot, he has also been a competitive pilot for over 25 years, with career highlights
of World Champion PWC 1993, founding member of the SAT Team with Raoul Rodriguez, creator of Acro flying and
associated manoeuvres and member of the French National Team 1989 to 1999.

Sophie²

Welcome to the world of freestyle flying – the AirG Sophie² is our wing for fresh but advanced pilots. With more
performance, a slightly bigger surface area and easy handling, it is the wing for catching thermals and playing around
at cloudbase. With more aspect ratio than the Emilie Wild 13, its little sister, and Rigidfoil in the leading edge, the
Sophie² achieves an optimal canopy stability. For pilots wishing to enter the realm of freestyle and acro, the Sophie²
will take you through your first stalls, SATs and loops through to the more demanding Misty Flips, Helicopter,
Tumblings or even radical McTwists.
The AirG Sophie² stands out for its precise handling and safety level. Ideal for coastal flying, this wing can handle
winds ranging from 10 to 20kt (depending on pilot weight/wing size) for more airtime and more fun.

Emile Wild 13

The AirG Emilie Wild 13 is our latest acro wing designed to fly all modern acro tricks. Smooth, fast Helico connections
and powerful Rhythmic Sats to Infinity Tumbles – as well as the ability to fly Anti Rhythmic, Corkscrew or the Multi
Connections such as the Joker (Booster to Sat to Helico). The new Emile Wild 13 is the current acro
world ranking leading wing. Adapted and trimmed by our team for ultimate acro performance. 2013
features include: reinforced V-ribs, main loops, main line connections, stabilo and a new air-regulating
system in the wingtips for more powerful connections.
Whether your an acro pilots, or just love the adrenaline rush of flying a highly tuned wing, the
Emile Wild will take you there and beyond. The Emilie Wild 13 requires a high level of piloting skills and
is not suitable for the fainthearted or acro newcomers. For more information on AirG wings, pricing or
to book a test fly, contact 0424 307047 or <Roger@Skyoutparagliding.com>.
Sky Out Paragliding

New ‘Night Pass’ Rule For XAlps 2013

When athletes line up at the start of the Red Bull
X-Alps in a few months time, they will have a new
secret weapon to draw on – the ‘Night Pass’. In 2011,

Lloyd Pennicuik, courtesy Red Bull XAlps

Product News

New 5-Star Safety In A Lightweight Harness – Advance Axess 3

Advance Pi and Easiness – Certified Lightweight Hike And Fly!
Advance has just released a fully certified lightweight glider ‘Pi’ and its companion lightweight harness ‘Easiness’.
The Pi weighs just 2.45kg (size 19: 50-95kg) and 2.85kg (size 23: 65-115kg), and has achieved EN-B and C
depending on which part of the weight range is used. The super comfortable and high quality Easiness is a
reversable harness and in its basic form weighs just 1.3kg. With the optional EN certified back protector the total
is 1.57kg. The complete certified Pi/Easiness package can weigh as little as 4kg total on your back, all in a very
small-volume compact design ready to hike, fly and travel with.
Unlike most lightweight mini gliders (many of which are uncertified), the Pi has real performance in sink rate
(1.25m/s) and exceptional glide (8.1:1). Flying at the upper end of the weight range gives it speedglider-like
performance for strong wind soaring and fast mountain terrain flying, plus dynamic handling – all with the added
security of being safe and tested. The Pi is not just for a fly down or strong winds, it’s fully at home ridge soaring,
thermalling and on XCs as well. It can be safely flown in the regular part of the weight range by confident new
novice pilots. RRP for the Pi is $2900 and the Easiness is $460.
For more information and test flights contact: Manilla Paragliding, Godfrey Wenness, ph: 02 6785 6545 or
<godfrey@flymanilla.com>. For info and a video on the web see [www.advance.ch].
April | May 2013

After an extensive R&D and feedback period, Advance of Switzerland has released
an update to its fully certified lightweight Axess harness series.
The Axess 3 weighs only 3.5kg (size M) as
a result of the detailed attention given to all
the materials used, maintaining weight-saving
priorities combined with the exact demands of
each component. Intelligent input includes
the use of new 3D design technology
and extensive industry leading
experience – an example of which is
the elaborate foam construction of the
airbag which does its job without needing
vulnerable hard items or valves.
The compact-stowing airbag automatically
takes up its shape and full volume immediately
after unpacking. The airbag is therefore already fully
functioning on the ground, without needing the constant airflow of conventional
airbags which are not protecting the pilot fully until he is well into the air. This
original system achieves a 5-star safety rating – the only
one in this category!
Available in two colours and three sizes for pilot
heights 155 to 202cm, the new Axess 3 Air is a fully
featured, fully adjustable and extremely comfortable
harness suited to all levels of flying from novice through
to extended XC.
At a RRP of $800 the Axess 3 is exceptional
value for such a high quality, high-tech product.
For more information and test flights contact the
importer: Manilla Paragliding, ph: 02 6785 6545 or
<godfrey@flymanilla.com> or
Advance lightweight see [www.advance.ch].
harness Easiness
Godfrey Wenness
April | May 2013

Chili3 L And XS Achieve EN/LTF-B Certification

The weight range of the Skywalk Chili3-L is 100-130kg,
thus even heavier pilots can enjoy the excellent, already
well-known handling.
With a weight of only 6kg, the Chili3-L is light and
well suited for a small pack thanks to the flexible nylon
elements.
Size L impresses as well with performance and high
flight stability as does size XS, certified for a weight
range of 70-90kg. Ambitious XC pilots should fly the
Chili3 in the upper third of the weight range, then the
pilot has access to the full performance potential of the
wing in every respect. The wing glides very well even in
turbulent air and climb performance stands out.
The Chili3 appeals to pilots with a solid level of flight
experience who fly regularly. Weekend pilots are surely
better served with a lower level wing like the Tequila3.

Skywalk Flex – Lightweight Harness With Certification

With the Flex, Skywalk introduces a very light airbag reversible harness that scores in
many ways. The weight of size M, for example, is only 1.8kg without carabiners!
The ‘ram-air’ protector impresses with a sensational 19g delay value in load tests,
and for purists for whom every gram counts, it is also detachable. The seating comfort
that the Flex offers is so amazing that even extremely long flights are possible free
of fatigue.
The Flex, developed in cooperation with Kortel, offers high
carrying comfort as well, thus making it an ideal companion on tour
or on holidays. Together with the Tonic, for example, they make a
very compact, lightweight and versatile combination.
The Flex is now available in three sizes, S, M and L,
and can be ordered with an optional front container and
connection line for the rescue. The Flex is delivered with
suitable lightweight carabiners.
More info from <info@skywalk.org>.
[www.skywalk.info]
SKYSAILOR
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News

Ozone Buzz Z4

Nova Mentor 3 – High-end EN B Paraglider
– More Performance, Same Demands!
The paragliding community waited for Nova’s new Mentor 3 with interest. Its predecessors received plenty of kudos and were the most successful EN B-glider in the
past years. So what’s new on the Mentor 3?
Nova promises a considerable improvement in performance (+0.6 glide ratio), a
flatter polar (particularly on speed bar) and the brake pressure increases much later.
Everything else remained the same: low aspect ratio, line set-up, shape and essential
construction of the wing and the demands on the pilot. Everyone who enjoyed flying
the Mentor 2 will feel at home on the Mentor 3.
Even Nova critics had to admit, after analysing the various online XC contests, the
Mentors are the ultimate cross-country wings in the EN B-class, but most importantly,
pilots enjoy their airtime and report a feeling of comfort and trust. So the bar was high
for Hannes Papesh and his design team. They started with asking the XC gurus from
the Nova pilots team what improvements they wanted. All answered similarly: keep
the character of the wing, add performance (especially on speedbar) and let brake
pressure increase later.
In search for more performance, Hannes developed completely new concepts, but
realised that these aren’t applicable to an EN B-wing – yet. At the same time, CFDsimulation showed that optimising the existing concept – going back four generations
to Mamboo – still carried considerable potential for improvement. For this reason the
Mentor 3 was no revolution, but evolution.
A close comparison of Mentor 2 and 3 reveals that all major design parameters
were left unchanged. Number of cells, surface area, wingspan, profile depth, mini-ribs
at the trailing edge, polyamide-rods on the leading edge, and the attachment position
of the A-lines (at 9 % of the profile depth) as well as the already low aspect ratio (flat
5.43, projected 3.9) stayed the same. Compared to recent competitors’ models in the
high-level EN B-segment, the Mentor 3 is the glider with the lowest aspect ratio which
is one of the key factors for paraglider safety: a wing with a low aspect ratio will react
more predictable to collapses and shows fewer tendencies for cravats.
The optimised outer wing and modified sail tension are increasing safety: a front
stall on a Mentor 3 leads to an even collapse over the entire wingspan. On the Mentor
2 the outer wing sometimes stayed open and could lead to an asymmetric re-opening.
Apart from the front stall, the collapse behaviour of Mentor 3 basically stays the same.
The new brake geometry results in the most noticeable change: the brakes don’t
get hard as early as they do on Mentor 2. If you want to turn narrower or have to change
direction real quickly, it’s easier.
Nova also offers new colours and colour combinations. Certification of the Mentor
3 in sizes S and M is already completed and the first wings can be tested. Other sizes
will follow soon. Detailed data is available at [www.nova-wings.com].
[www.nova-wings.com]
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This new EN B intermediate glider fits comfortably into its class, but sports a host
of technical features from high end XC gliders: New semi-closed leading edge cell
opening details and sail profile, and low drag line plan from much higher level glider
development. The Buzz brings agility and XC performance into the intermediate class
for pilots who are looking for a high level of passive security with very capable levels
of XC performance. The Buzz is available in six sizes from XS
to XL.

Ozone Delta 2

This much anticipated new release from Ozone builds on the
success of the Delta 1 from 2010, now incorporating many
revolutionary details from the R11 and R12 projects like
Ozone’s shark nose leading edge, rear riser steering system,
low drag line plans and dramatically improved profiles and sail
tension construction techniques.
The Delta 2 extends the performance expectations of the
sport class significantly. Available in six sizes, with the split
medium size to fit pilots more closely, the Delta 2 exhibits
much more agility and significantly more performance than
the Delta 1 and re-defines the possibilities of the EN C class. A demo glider is now
available from OneSmallPlanet.

Drift HD Ghost – Mini HD Cameras Have Finally Hit Australian Shores

Maintaining previous features that made the Drift
unmatched – like the remote control, LCD preview
screen and a large suite of accessories –
the new Ghost model also adds Bluetooth
connectivity for smart phone playback and
camera control, a new Smart remote to tell you
what the camera is doing and increased screen size, still resolution and still
maintains the smallest and most robust enclosure of the top end cameras. All of the
above features come with the standard product inclusions, not options extras at extra
cost. At $460, including shipping, it’s as cost effective as it is impressive.
Contact OneSmallPlanet for more information, ph: 0431 580380.
[www.onesmallplanet.net]

SKYSAILOR
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Kimberley

Adventure
Gearing up on a beach near Willie Creek

It all started with a message on Facebook from Dean Eldridge
announcing his coming to Australia to film part of a 12-part
series called ‘Ariels’ to be shown in Brazil on Canal Off TV – a
Brazilian adventure TV network.
by Stephen Galvin

T

Above: ‘Deano’ Eldridge at James Price Point, WA

The drive to Broome had its moments…
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he film is about a cinematographer who wants
to film from a paramotor and follows his
quest to learn to fly and, in return, teach his
instructor how to film professionally. While doing so,
they travel the globe in 80 days to places like Slovenia,
Turkey, France, Dubai, Australia, USA and Brazil.
The first enquiries I received were about flying
over Uluru and the Great Barrier Reef. I quickly pointed
out the difficulties of this and suggested they come
to WA where I could show them some great scenery
and beaches – places most outsiders had never seen
images of.
They would be travelling with the new Parajet
Zeniths with Top 80 engines and were using Paramania
wings. I was flying a Parajet volution with a Dudek wing.
The Zeniths were amazing and were packed up in normal
hard-shelled suitcases. Thoroughly cleaned and wrapped
in a zillion plastic bags with plenty of deodoriser!
They next contacted me a couple of weeks later with
their arrival dates in… October. If any of you have ever
travelled the north-west in October, you would know it
is a little warm!
Brazilian film maker Sylvestre
During my past life as a tour guide, I spent many
years travelling through this region of WA and it is one of the most amazing areas I have ever been to, I have seen it
from sea planes, from boats and by 4WD – but never in October – and not for flying!
The week before the group were due to arrive, Broome was blown out but the south-west was not too bad – the
weather was changing up and down every hour and I started to freak out a bit – for them to come all this way and
not be able to fly was a horrible thought. Then Broome turned it on with perfect light laminar air for a whole week.
As it turned out, their flight from Dubai was delayed for one day and some of the luggage arrived unaccompanied,
with the boys arriving at 6pm on the Friday and of course customs was shut until Monday! After much deliberation
on the weather, the fact that we had already lost three days and the prospect of a cold front making it marginal down
south, Dean Eldridge and I drove to Broome, while Sylvestre, Pedro his camera assistant would wait for Monday to get
their luggage and then fly to Broome.
April | May 2013

Deano and I took off for the 29-hour drive with
detailed instructions on what to film along the way.
We had a great trip with a few close calls encountering
oversize loads and overzealous road trains, but managed
a very nice quick flight at the crack of dawn along the
highway to film some of the vastness that makes up
this state.
We arrived about two hours before the others and
in the meantime managed to get bogged three times on
Cable Beach! It was touch and go to make it to the airport
in time to pick them up. Luckily I had all the right gear on
board and we got ourselves out easily enough, but with
9m tides running, we could not afford to get it wrong.
After we picked the team up we settled into a hotel
for the night to make our game plans and decided on
filming the coast from Willie Creek to Barred Creek a few
kilometers further north to begin with.
The next day, it was a little bit windy, so Deano
and I flew first (after we had gotten bogged again)
and met with some fantastic smooth laminar air. Willie
Creek looked sensational with the tide racing in and I

James Price Point, WA
All photos: Stephen Galvin

Deano playing

Sylvestre nearly gets his toes wet
April | May 2013
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Windjana Gorge, WA
Photo: Stephen Galvin

Kimberley

Adventure
Sylvestre launches

…and he could cook as well

It’s hot out here

to launch for the next flight a fuel fitting that had been
damaged in transit and bush repaired, came apart on
Deano’s machine, so he used Sylvestre’s to do the final
shots. This was a very lucky escape!
From here it was off into the interior, about 400km
to Windjana Gorge, home to the Bunaba Aboriginals and
a place of many stories. Windjana Gorge winds its way
through a 350 million year old Devonian reef system
and is a pretty spectacular site from the air. After
we received clearance from the ranger, the boys flew
over and afterwards through the gorge on what was
to become one of the most remarkable flights Deano
said he had ever done. I got Pedro into a great location
with the camera and as the guys flew through, they
woke thousands of fruit bats and the footage we got
in the early sunlight at 240 frames per second was just
astounding. When the guys landed, the emotion and
adrenaline flowing through them was amazing – I knew
then we had got something special.
It was hot out here, pushing 45ºC, so I took the boys
to Tunnel Creek in the middle of the day for a swim and
to keep cool. We waded through parts of the cave that

runs for 750m for a swim at the end – and the look on
their faces when a couple of freshwater crocs appeared
was priceless.
We finished the day with a late flight in very difficult
launching conditions, but once again the lighting was
epic and the guys had another fantastic flight, with
Sylvestre losing a bit more bark off his knee on landing
and Deano making it all look so easy.
Altogether we managed to get 560Gb of footage and
definitely enough material for two 25-minute episodes
of ‘Ariels’. This 12-part series of 25-minute segments
will be shown in Brazil around March 2013 to around 12
million viewers – hopefully a few will end up coming to
WA after seeing our footage. Later on the series will be
released on Vimeo with English subtitles.
After dropping the guys off at the airport, I started
my mammoth drive home on my own. giving me plenty
of time to reflect on what we had just achieved and how
much fun we had had.
It takes just a little extra effort and adventures
like this can be had anywhere in this country of ours.
Paramotors are such an awesome tool for flying and

Parajet Australia at James Price Point:
Leave only footprints, take only images

Our camp at James Price Point, WA

filming and so much can be done with them, not to
mention their viability as working aircraft which would
for example make checking windmills on stations a lot
more fun.

Shorts to the series can be found at [http://canaloff.
globo.com/programas/aereas/].

Sylvestre talking to the cameras

Deano at James Price Point, WA

even managed to spot a half decent croc just before my
engine stalled due to me performing a few wingovers
that managed to suck the fuel out of my carbie. I landed
in a nice wide patch of sand while the tide was racing
in. The sand had lots of deep hollows and was very soft
and after a few failed reverse attempts I switched to a
forward launch and luckily nailed it since at this stage I
was beginning to cook.
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Once back at our base, and after a snack, Dean
and Silvestre went for a fly up to Barred Creek, joined
by a few black kites and an osprey. What a magic day!
Watching one of the world’s best pilots play was worth
sitting back and doing a little learning myself.
Next we moved on to James Prices Point. This is one
of my favourite places in the world. The contrasting
colours of the ocean, black rock, white sand, red sand
and red cliffs and the lime greens of the coastal shrub
make this an outstanding place to come and watch the
sunset or, in our case, fly. Even after having lived in
Broome for eight years with two of my kids born there
this spot is still one of my all time favourites.
Premier Colin Barnett has this location earmarked
for destruction with a major gas hub and more industry,
With the dinosaur footprints, the shell middens and the
diverse wildlife – not to mention the outstanding vista
so close to Broome – it would be the waste of a piece of
untouched paradise.
It was very hot, so we set up a shade structure I had
brought and then we flew our little hearts out. One of
the highlights for me was filming Dean foot dragging
the beach, it was undulated and he was doing the most
amazing S-turns without losing contact for kilometres. I
would’ve done the same if I hadn’t been receiving all his

prop wash. Once again, we were joined by a few birds
of prey.
After a great day, Sylvestre wanted to head inland.
I knew what the temperatures were going to be inland,
so after a little skullduggery we ended up with a flat
battery on the car – Bugger! Deano went off to find help
and amazingly, just on sunset, the car started. Deano
returned and put on a flying display that had my jaw
on the ground – he was flying so close to structures
with such precision and foot dragging his way between
rocks and his precision landings were very impressive –
something I won’t forget in a long while.
It was now too late to leave, so we camped for the
night, had a few bevies under an awesome sunset and a
great pasta dish under a million star restaurant. James
Prices Point is one of those special places to roll out a
swag and listen to the ocean talk.
Next day saw us up early as usual. It was time to
finish off the coastal filming, but not without a little
drama. I showed some concern about a shot Sylvestre
wanted – a tele shot with the pilots out over the water. I
had warned Sylvestre of the dangers – the 9m outgoing
tide and the fact that we were not geared up for it. We
started from the point, but Sylvestre was getting too far
out and too low, so I pulled out of this shoot considering
the risk was too high. As it turned out, when we went
April | May 2013
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Windjana Gorge, WA
Photo: Stephen Galvin
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The XCFiles

Tips and tuition for paragliding and hang gliding pilots
– from beginner to expert, there’s something for everyone.
from Cross Country magazine [www.xcmag.com]

The Importance of

Observation

In an extract from the new edition of Thermal Flying, Bruce
Goldsmith explains why it’s so important to keep a sharp lookout.

T

o a large extent flying is a guessing game. In
order to fly safely, or to simply fly down from
launch to landing, pilots need to know all kinds of
information about the air and the way it is moving.
➲➲ What is the wind direction?
➲➲ Where is that thermal?
➲➲ What size and shape is it?
➲➲ Where is the core?
➲➲ What is the turbulence like behind that hill?
But what makes flying so fascinating is that the
air is invisible – you cannot see it directly, so pilots can
only deduce what the air is doing by its effect on visible
objects. These things include most obviously the clouds,
the ground and of course other flying objects – both
pilots and birds. It is not surprising that observation
is the key to understanding what the air is doing, and
hence to becoming a better pilot.
Sounds simple and logical enough, but in reality it’s
not so easy. Pilots who do not fly often need most of
their concentration to control the glider. They simply
don’t have the spare capacity to concentrate too hard
on looking around and observing the world. However,
as the act of flying becomes more automatic, pilots can
free part of their mind to pay more attention to their
surroundings – and to a large extent this is what makes
more experienced pilots so much better at flying. It is
precisely because the act of flying their wing has become
automatic that they have more time to look around and
observe details in their surroundings. There are literally
hundreds of useful things to notice, so the more you
observe the better your understanding of the way the
air is moving, and therefore the better decisions you can
make. This applies to nearly every situation a pilot can
find himself in from launch, to landing, thermalling, ridge
soaring, gliding and competition flying.

Thermalling
While thermalling you should pay great attention to
any other pilots in your thermal or within easy gliding
distance. If any pilot starts climbing faster than you, you
should leave the lift you are in to join the stronger lift.
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There is no excuse for being out-climbed by someone
closeby. The same goes for birds or even a floating
plastic bag getting sucked up in a thermal. Thermalling
should always be a quest to climb the fastest. When
thermalling, watch the relative climb rates of other
pilots around you. If you think someone is climbing
faster than you, try to estimate their height relative
to you, each time you go round a 360. For instance, one
pilot may be 50m lower than you, and the next time
he comes into sight this height difference could have
dropped to 30m, so gently re-adjust your centre of turn
to join into their circuit in the thermal.

On glide
The same goes when on glide. I always look closely at all
the pilots close to me to see if they are entering lift. If
they start to climb, I normally glide towards them before
they have even started to turn. In competitions seconds
count and the earlier you can react, the better. I find that
it is quite easy to see when someone you are gliding with
starts to enter lift, you can see their glider pitching as
they begin to encounter turbulence around a thermal,
you can also see their height relative to your own and
relative to pilots gliding around them. If you are behind a
group of pilots, you will actually be able to judge better
where the best lift is, easier than the pilots themselves,
because you can see how all of them move relative to
one another. This type of observation is exceedingly
important in competition. Placing yourself in a group so
you can more easily see where the best lift is, is another
tactic worth considering.

Ridge Soaring
These strategies are not only limited to competition
flying. It is equally important for pilots ridge soaring
on a hill. If you are trying to catch thermals, you should
not only be thinking about what you are doing, but you
should be carefully looking at every pilot on the hill. If
someone gets up, you should know where that lift came
from. You should be looking at every move each pilot
makes and decide if their strategy worked or not. This

Ridge Soaring Example
Today I encountered an interesting example of this kind
of thing. I was watching a group of pilots struggle about
300m below me a little further down the ridge. We were
not doing very well, only just maintaining our height for
about 15 minutes. Because these pilots were not doing
very well, the pilots with me ignored them. But I always
try to keep an eye on everyone, so I kept glancing over at
them every 30 seconds or so. They had been climbing at
100m or so from time to time, but all the lift was weak.
They were still low, but then a couple of them hooked
into a thermal that looked a bit better than any of the
previous little bumps of lift they had been climbing
in. I made my move over to them immediately, arriving
well above them, and before they had climbed up to my
altitude I had already found some good lift. The rest of
my previous group came over to join us only 30 seconds
later, just as the lower group had climbed up to our
level, but none of them could catch up to me as I quickly
climbed away from both groups. Making my decision
earlier, basing it on their relative climb rate rather than
waiting for the group to get high, enabled me to get in
on top of the thermal rather than in the back end of it.

Landing
Judging the wind speed and direction on landing is
important for all pilots. There are the obvious things to
look at, like the windsock in the landing field, and we
should all know to watch the way the trees and bushes

can save you making the same mistake or, if the option
was a good one, will tell you the way out.

Competition

Hints
➲➲ Look around all the time.
➲➲ Don’t let people out of your sight, if you lose
site of someone it’s very likely they are doing
something that you had not considered.
➲➲ Peripheral vision is important, do not wear a
helmet or glasses that restrict it.
➲➲ Get used to your glider and equipment so you can
spend more time observing your surroundings.
➲➲ Don’t spend too much time looking at
your instruments, looking around is much
more important.
are moving. I have a few other things I like to keep an
eye on before landing. I look at any pilots who landed
before me and watch carefully to see if they made a
good landing. If they pile in tailwind you can normally
see it from way up. Another one of my favourite hints
is to look at the direction birds land in or even the way
they stand. Yes, the way they stand. Birds always like
to stand facing into the wind. This is very obvious when
birds are standing on wires. Birds get their feathers
ruffled the wrong way if they stand facing downwind,
and they just don’t like that, so a bird standing is as
good as a windsock.

In competition flying this is even more important. You
should know exactly what everyone in your field of view
is up to, why they are doing it and whether it works.
Sometimes I see a pilot turn 90degrees to the course
and fly off in that direction for no apparent reason. I
immediately search for the reason behind this decision.
Has he seen a bird that I haven’t seen or another pilot
climbing in the distance? Then I search: is there a bird,
is there another glider climbing over there? Sometimes I
decide to follow the pilot even before I have spotted the
reason, it just depends on the situation.
When you notice someone making a decision you
should keep watching to see if that decision worked.
Do not let someone out of your sight for more than a
few seconds, especially if you are on glide with them or
hunting for thermals. I often have to really stretch my
neck to try and look above and behind me to be able to
see everyone I am gliding with.
If you’re flying on a hill with a load of gliders and
you are trying to get high to go XC, you should be trying
different ideas to get up. You should also watch every
one else’s efforts to get up. If someone succeeds, you
should know exactly how they did it, where they found
lift or how they flew to get up. You should also link your
observations to the weather, ie: Last time the sun came
out over there, the guys in that little bowl on the end of
the ridge got high.

The new edition of
Thermal Flying by
Burkard Martens is
out now. Available
through [www.
xcshop.com].

All photos: Bruce Goldsmith
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Manilla XC Camp 2013:

7 Days of Epic XC!
Fun Class glider launching at Mt Borah

Moree Day 3 – epic flatlands clouds

T

he informal flight distances were selfscored – either using one of the online
XC systems which gives total optimised
distance via three turnpoints (or bend-points), or pilots
just wrote in their straight line Open Distance directly
from their GPS – nice and easy.
Pilots could come for as many days as they liked,
and writing down scores was optional. The aim was to
offer an event with a relaxed atmosphere, no pressure,
no worries, and to fly with and learn from some of the
best XC pilots. Weather and flight briefings, including
previous day analysis, were given at the HQ morning
briefing and prior to launch by former World record
holder Godfrey Wenness. Many pilots (of all levels)
achieved Personal Bests during the week, including
some of the day winners who also got to tell their story
and secrets to the group the following morning!
The XCC kicked off with a lay-day on Saturday due
to strong winds left over from a passing front the
night before. Top Aussie comp pilot Ivan Anisimov did a
classic talk on how to win a XC comp with over 40 pilots
gleaning some tips and tricks. This was followed by a
sausage sizzle courtesy of in-house chef Phil Mac.

Day 2

Sunday 3 February, was ‘on’, but only for more experienced pilots due to strong southerly winds on launch.
Most novice and some intermediate pilots wisely
chose not to take off despite classic skies. Climbs of
6m/sec were reported, with streeting cloudbases at

2200m. The flats didn’t work until later in the day, so
most stuck to the ridge and hill triggers. A blue hole at
around 90km ended the day for the leaders around the
township of Bingara.
Eddie Kumsuz from Sydney, who only just returned
to flying after a 10-year break, won the day on his Serial
class Omega 8 flying 106km – it was his PB as well! In
second place was Ion Ghilescu with 89km and third was
Cam Lawrence also with a PB of 86km.

Day 3

The day’s SE winds meant most flew NW towards
Narrabri then around Mt Kaputar and north to Moree
under some epic skies.
A small inversion at 1400 to 1500m required good
height management on glides since conditions were
often scratchy below, needing careful drifting tactics.
The main detraction of the day was some large areas of
receding flood waters from a week ago, affecting the
retrieves west of Moree in the cotton country (where
it’s super flat).
Team Pacific Islands took out all of the top three
places – they obviously weren’t too concerned about
all the water on the sunset final glides which created
large inaccessible islands. Pierre Bourgoin (Tahiti) did a
PB on his Serial class Mantra 4 to win the day with a 3TP
210km. Second was Stephan Guilbert (NewCal) after
189km and third was Xavier Girin (NewCal) on a Sport
class Aspen 4 with 181km.

Sport Class glider takes off from Mt Borah

Day 4

The day started once again with some early epic skies
and a little less tailwind than previous days – a mix
between SE low and south higher up, depending on
where pilots were headed – there was even some
easterlies in the northern part of the region.
The cu’s were heavier, chunkier, indicating more
moisture, with base at 1900m early and later rising to
over 2400m and forming large fat clouds. Climbs were
a mix of slow and fast depending on the timing of one’s
arrival under the forming or formed cloud.
Some of the leading pilots headed NNW towards the
Horton Valley and Terry Hie Hie, but found slow scratchy
climbs and disintegrating cu’s on the wrong side of a
local convergence east of the Kaputar massif. Many
bombed at 20 to 30km as a result. The top pilots headed
this way managed a slow 90 to 130km with low saves
being the norm.
However, those who followed the XC briefing advice
and headed west towards Narrabri and beyond had a
classic flatlands XC experience… and roads to follow in
line with the wind. Some who flew alone had low save
moments in the first 30km after launch which took its
toll on the less experienced pilots.

The Manilla XC Camp 2013 was free to enter and provided pilots with a ‘Fly-In’ style event to
fly as far as they could each day. It attracted 78 pilots from 15 nations in all classes: Novice Fun
(26), Sport (32), Serial (17), Comp (1) and Open (2). There were an aditional dozen or so pilots,
including some quite well known Aussies, present for most of the week who didn’t join in the
fun to write down scores but just flew anyway.
Mt Borah launch gaggle climbing on another classic day
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Mt Borah briefing with
XC skies awaiting pilots

by Godfrey Wenness, organiser
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Manilla XC Camp 2013:

7 Days of Epic XC!
Che Golus on his Comp class IcePeak6 topped the
day with a 3TP distance of 234km (approximately
200km straight), doing a dog leg flight: first west to
Narrabri, then north to Moree, then west again along
the Gwydir highway. Second and third places were taken
by Sport class gliders: experienced Perth based XC pilot
Bruce Marks (Artic 3) did a highly admirable 193km
heading straight west towards Burren Junction and was
followed by intermediate Stephen Noble (Sigma 8) from
Newcastle with 147km along the same route.

Day 5

After a blue start, the sky quickly filled with superb cu’s
and some light OD delivered showers around Mt Kaputar
and other areas in the north and NE along a trough line.
It was tricky in some sections if you got low, and fast in
others if you stayed above 1500m with bases at over
2700m by 2pm. Overall a medium XC speed day.
Southerly winds of 15 to 20km/h up high took
everyone north via the classic route – Barraba, Bingara
and beyond to the Queensland border.
It was another cracking XC day with many pilots
doing big PBs, including those in 4th, 5th, 6th and 8th

places! Many novice pilots on Fun class gliders did 50 to
100 and some new intermediate pilots flew over 100km
for the first time (including Cam Lawrence who managed
a superb PB 140km!).
The end of the day saw pilots needing to detour
around some late moisture cu’s which dropped rain
south of the Queensland border – this reduced the
potential from a 250 to 270km day to the 215km the
leaders managed.
Xavier Girin, flying his sport class Aspen4, came
equal first with Che Golus, on his Comp class Icepeak6,
with a distance of 215km. The previous day’s second
and third on Sport class gliders did it again with Bruce
on 187km and Stephen on 177km.

Day 6

An inversion and a subtle wind shear at 1200 t0 1500m
meant the day started later than previous ones with

the first pilots getting away around 1:30pm in light
southerly winds. Scratchy climbs under 1500m made
things difficult, as did a lack of cu’s for those launching
later as the Manilla to Barraba section blued out.
The day was slow, but consistent, with only some
climbs averaging over 2-3m/sec, and wind usually less
than 15km/h at altitude. The front runners managed
to connect with better clouds west of the Horton Valley
from the 70km point onwards. A 30km broken cloud
street with a 2700m base formed towards Terry Hie Hie
and Moree. This helped speeds and the leaders managed
around 180km with landings at 7:15pm west of Moree.
Some also flew north towards Bingara in slow, mostly
blue conditions to make around 120km.
There were a lot of early landings in the day’s tricky
section before Barraba (under 35km), even catching out
some of the top pilots.
First place went to event organiser Godfrey Wenness
on his Serial class Omega 8 flying 181km, followed by
Che Golus and Andy McMurray (Open class, IcePeak3)
both with 179km.

Day 7

A much more promising start than the forecast had
anticipated with cu’s appearing at 9am over Mt Borah
and an inversion breaking ground temperature of 32 to
34ºC forecast.
Early winds were NNE, followed by thermals up all of
Mt Borahs four launches! Most launched after 12:30pm
from the west launch with SSE up high and lighter south
to SW winds low down. The one-degree inversion and
light wind shear at 1500m met for the past few days
was there again, but this time the first 30km were well
marked by cu’s giving everyone a clear chance.
Three main courses were taken due to a light trough
in the region: the classic route north up the highway
to Bingara; N-NW up the Horton Valley to Terry Hie
Hie and Moree; and a ‘there’s the cloud street past Mt
Kaputar – we don’t care how we get back or how far we
walk’-route west of the Horton Valley over forests with
no road access then heading over the flatlands NW past
Gurley and into some of the flooded areas that blocked
roads earlier in the week.

Day 7 gaggle over Mt Borah

Climbs were broken, low and slow, but a
steady 2-3m/sec above 1500m with better
rates under well developed clouds. The tailwind
was 10 to 15km/h on average, starting out SSE
then turning in some areas to become east.
Godfrey launches at Borah South There were large areas of blue holes which
required pilots to plan ahead.
Godfrey Wenness, who took the middle
option of the three routes on his Omega 8, won the day with 202km. German
instructor Claus Vischer, on his new Mentor3 in Sport class, did a 3TP curving flight
of 195km, whilst Ivan Anisimov, on a R11 Open class, also did 195km on a more
straight line flight via the cloud street. Tony Nelson (UK), on a Fun class Raven, did
his first ever 100km-plus flight for a PB of 114km. More than half the pilots flew
over 50km.

Day 8

The last day gave pilots seven XC days in a row and had early cu’s forming again.
South winds blew up high with a NE due later in the day down low. The great-looking
text book clouds kicked in early and climbs were 2-3m/sec as on previous days, with
some scratchy lift below the small inversion at 1500m. As the NE tried to establish,
the region slowly blued out after 4pm.
Many pilots chose to do an out and return to maximise the distance before the
commonly agreed 6pm last score time. Most made their turn at around 50 to 60km
out and some made it back, albeit well after the 6pm mark, so their distance via the
TP was shorter than what they actually flew. Others flew a straight line to the NW
via the Horton Valley.
Ivan Anisimov piloted his Open class R11 on a 126km out and return, followed
closely by comp pilots Andy McMurray and Che Golus, both on 115km.
The excellent presentation dinner was held at the new FlyManilla HQ facility. A
total of over 22,000km were flown during the week and dozens completed airtime
and distance PBs (some a few times over the week!) in what was one of the most
successful XC-style events ever held. There were no accidents or injuries, though in
a first, a British pilot was attacked by some kangaroos on landing after a 115km
PB. He was uninjured, but his glider was torn!
The next 2014 Manilla XC Camp is scheduled for 1 to 8 of February – book your
holidays now for a great week of XC flying.

Overall Event Results – After Seven XC days

1 Golus Che, AUS Icepeak6 Comp
2 Anisimov, Ivan AUS R11 Open
3 Wenness, Godfrey AUS Omega8 Serial
Serial class Winner (3rd overall)
Wenness, Godfrey
Sport class Winner (6th overall)
Girin, Xavier
Fun class Winner (29th overall)
Nelson, Tony

1146km
1056km
858km

AUS

Omega8

NCL

Aspen4

GBR

Raven

Top 3 from left to right: Godfrey, Che and Ivan
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Events Calendar

Ready For Take Off...

Myro the Microlight
A new series of picture books for children aged 3+ has Myro,
the Smallest Plane in the World, as its hero. Myro the Microlight
is as mischievous, curious and prone to disaster as any other
five-year-old we might know! The stories follow his adventures
in his Australian home, zooming through pages packed with
gorgeous landscapes and crazy Australian animals.
by Nick Rose

A

uthor Nick Rose (above) from the UK had a passion
for aviation from age eight. Later, as a trainee
engineer for a local radio station, he hitched rides
with the station’s ‘Skyway Patrol’ plane. Following a
career in engineering, Nick dream to fly finally came
true in 2004, during a visit to Australia. Nick found
a discarded aviation magazine advertising microlight
lessons and four days later he was flying solo! Nick and
other microlight pilots then made the flight of a lifetime
up Australia’s east coast to Byron Bay, and it was during
this trip the seeds of Myro were sown.
This first Myro series includes six picture books, all
with different adventures and characters. The series
‘Myro Goes to Australia’ took Nick Rose and more than
a dozen talented illustrators seven years to create. Each
back cover opens up to show a detailed map of where
the adventure takes place, so children can follow the
story as it unfolds. On its reverse is
a colourful fact file, full of fun and
interesting information about Myro
and his friends.

In ‘Myro and the Tiger Moth’, Myro meets a broken
down bi-plane, and determined to see him fully restored
and flying again, enlists the help of
the local museum. But spare parts
are scarce and it takes Myro’s eagle
eyes to save the Tiger Moth from
the scrapheap.

In ‘Myro and the Jet Fighter’, the last book of the
first series, Myro is quick to swallow his pride when a
mocking supersonic plane crashes in the bush. He races
to the rescue and soon becomes
the toast of the jets back at the
airbase.

2013
April

2013 Dalby Big Air
14 to 20 April

Dalby Aerodrome, QLD. AA rated. Practice day: 13/4. Entry
fee: $425, includes the week’s towing fees (incl. 13/4),
presentation dinner and Big Air T-shirt. All pilots must have
aerotow endorsement and current HGFA membership. For
further information or to register contact Annie <annie.
bruce@bigpond.com>. $50 deposit required upon registration
plus your shirt size.

2014
February

Manilla XC Camp
1 to 8 February

Book your holidays now for a great week of XC flying.

In Wedge-tail Territory
by Brian Webb

In ‘Myro and the Railcar’, he races a shiny and wise
old diesel railcar to the top of Australia’s Blue Mountain
railway, but after a near miss and
the fright of his life, Myro makes a
new friend and learns that wisdom
is much safer than speed.

A

recently published study of the mating and territorial calls of Australian wedgetailed eagles (Wahmen & Debb, 2012) has identified their territorial warning
call as an ascending tone, usually between 3.2 and 4.4kHz. The frequency can
vary with the age of the male, but is fairly uniform with the larger females.
The default frequency sound of Flytec and Bräuninger varios at between 2 to
3m/sec (400 to 600ft/min) is approximately 3 to 4kHz.
The frequency sound of the Flymaster Live and Nav at 3 to 4m/sec (600 to 800ft/
min) is slightly higher at 4 to 4.5kHz.

An additional picture song book called ‘Myro, the
Smallest Plane in the World’ is fully illustrated and lists
all the words to the original and catchy songs recorded
on the included audio.
Nick has many other Myro stories and songs whirring
around in his head – but you’ll have to wait for the next
series to see what new adventures and situations our
heroic little plane gets into!

When climbing and being threatened by eagles
consider switching your vario to silent.

In his first adventure, ‘Myro Arrives in Australia’,
Myro the microlight meets his new hangar mates and
is off exploring the valley. He makes a daring rescue of
a sheep in trouble, flying it back to the farm in time to
help deliver a lamb.
In ‘Myro and the Bush Fire’, Myro is hailed as a hero
for showing quick thinking and bravery when he takes
off through thick black smoke to
get help for his aeroplane friends
trapped on the farm.

In ‘Myro and the Skydivers’, Myro flies higher than
ever before to prove he can take a skydiver parachuting,
just like the big planes can! But
he knows he should have asked
permission and trouble is now just
around the corner...

Photos: Suzy Gneist

The books are available from [www.seekbooks.com.
au], with an iPad App available via iTunes (search
‘Myro’. You can also follow Myro at [www.facebook/
MyroAdventures] or visit [www.myro.com].

Photo: John Chapman
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Newly-minted Intermediate and AirBorne Most Improved
(HG) recipient Eva Smith about to launch from The Pines

Moyes Big Sista Award recipient Kath Abbott gets
buzzed by Ollie while on Mt Buffalo launch on Day 1

Photos: Bradley Earl, Marika Kahle
and Zhenshi van der Klooster

Brigitte LaFontaine launches at Tawonga Gap

On Mystic launch

A

ctually it was our dreams that had come true: We were all in town for Women
with Wings 3 – a five-day skills clinic run especially for female paraglider and
hang glider pilots.
Everyone arrived with ideas about what they wanted to achieve at WWW3 and by
the end of the week, our individual issues had been addressed and our overall flying
knowledge and confidence greatly improved. That’s just the kind of inclusive event
Women with Wings is – no-one is left behind and everyone’s opinion is heard and their
by Zhenshi van der Klooster
questions and concerns resolved.
Our fantabulous instructors, Brian Webb (from 2toFly at Bright) and Tony Barton
(from Air-Sports Newcastle), were invaluable in contributing their patience, skill and knowledge and working very hard
to improve our technique and make us all safer and better pilots – they were the heart and soul of the WWW experience.
Brian and Tony were wonderfully assisted by Andrew Horchner and Lisa Bradley, and our amazing mentors Barb Scott, Alex
Bryse, Sonya Fardell, Christa Texler and Ollie Barthelmes.
The biggest ‘thank you’ must go to the HGFA, CASA and the State associations and clubs whose donations made the
event possible, and also to our super-generous sponsors who supported it with cash and prizes.
Here are a few photos to show just what a fun and valuable experience it was for everyone who attended. Read the full
story in the next edition of SkySailor.

Camp Krusty’s male population must have
thought all their wishes had come true when
45 beautiful, adventurous women rolled into
Bright one sunny Sunday in February…

Bec Denne off Mystic, Day 2
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Val Wallington launches off Mystic
April | May 2013

Ozone Encouragement award recipient Aimee
Nizette from Canberra launching at Mystic

Photo: Marika Kahle

Photo: Marika Kahle

The hangie girls (with Tony Barton and Ollie Barthelmes) after flying The Pines on Day 4
April | May 2013

After a morning of video reviews and theory, some groundhandling was a welcome change.
Tony Barton runs Brigitte LaFontaine through some launch techniques at Porepunkah airfield
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Flying Cell Phones

The third task of Australian Bright Open 2013: We are on Bob Saville’s hill at Gundowring,
waiting for the wind to turn around a little so we can have a task.
by Martin Havel from the Bright Open

O

Jamie Sheldon on Mt Buffalo launch, assisted by Tony Barton and Lisa Bradley
Left top to bottom:
AirBorne Most Improved (HG) – Eva Smith (right)
and Ozone Most Improved (PG) – Cindi Gosden
Bräuniger Eagle Award – Most Outstanding PB
(Personal Best) – Tania Roullet (shown with Sonja
Hans) won this for flying from Mystic to Mt Buffalo
and back, leaving a more experienced (and
unidentified) pilot unable to keep up!
Bräuniger Flygirl – Natasha Sebire is presented with
her prize by event organiser Sonja Hans
Can’t help himself! WWW3 instructors Brian Webb
(left, still yelling instructions) and Andrew Horchner
from 2toFly, Bright (right) and Tony Barton from
Air-Sports, Newcastle (centre)
Warren Windsports Encouragement Awards
– Brigitte LaFontaine, Hadewych van Kempen,
Laura Mansell, Heidi Krueger and Meg Butler
The fabulous mentors – Barb Scott, Lisa Bradley,
Alex Bryse, Sonya Fardell, Christa Texler and
Ollie Barthelmes
Moyes Big Sista – Kath (Fluffy) Abbott. Kath
tirelessly patched up bumps and scratches
throughout the week, and kept everyone flying
safe and happy. She also instigated the ‘hugs
for good landings’ policy – a new WWW tradition.
The AirBorne School of Hard Knocks award was
also presented to Kath

Kathryn O’Riordan on Tawonga launch
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Cindi Gosden, Ozone Most Improved (PG) recipient,
launching from Mystic, Day 2 of WWW3 – this was her
first inland flight, “I was prepared for it to be a bit
bumpy and to possibly have a few collapses, so no
surprises. I’d definitely like to master cross-country
flying – it’s so different to coastal flying, but challenging
and fun!” Cindi even managed an outlanding on her first
inland flight!

Ai Fukotoma on Mt Buffalo launch, with Tony Barton
(left) and Lisa Bradley (right)
April | May 2013

nce conditions are good and the task set, pilots
start gearing up. Only three gliders can fit on
the launch, so the decision has been made to go
ahead with an ordered launch. Nobody is very keen to
go once the launch is opened and those in the lead are
holding back. Mads Syndergaard launches early as usual,
followed by handful of other pilots.
Now everybody can see that conditions are stay-upable, though slow early on. Launching is now in full swing
and my launch order is way higher then what I would like
it to be. All I can hear is: “What is your number? Okay, I'm
in front of you.” I have to be patient and keep waiting.
Finally it is my turn. At this stage the start gate has
already been opened and the leading gaggle is gone.
Barbara Scott, the launch assistant, helps me to spread
my wing. Building the wall, I can see a dark leaf inside
the left part of my wing, should I abort and take it out
or should I go? I'm going now, there is a gaggle forming
in front of launch – now is the time to go, I'll sort that
leaf out when I land. Turn around and off I go towards
the first thermal.
As I'm gliding towards the gaggle full of familiar
faces which has just formed in front of launch, I look
up to check what that leaf is doing and find out that
it is so heavy that it bends my trailing edge. Hmm, not
an ordinary leaf, more like a rock. Bugger, I should have
aborted and taken it out, too late now. I could face land
and get it out, but we can’t face-land during a comp, by
the time I'll sort it out with launch director to get the
permission to face-land everybody will be gone. Let’s
grab the thermal and climb up and I could just do a
frontal and get it out later.
The rock was sitting nicely in the pocket created
in the trailing edge, bend by the light break pressure.
It was behaving very well and caused just a minor
disruption while climbing up. Nice thermal, a beautiful
core took me all the way below the airspace ceiling,
keeping a 50m gap just in case. That was good, now I
can catch up to the gaggle that left earlier.
I can see Gavin climbing down low in a thermal that
has released from the tree line below the ridge. Time to
go on glide, the rock can wait. Pushing headwind with
the speedbar, I look for a good line. A quick check to see
what the rock is doing. Interesting: the rock has moved
forward and is no longer being held in the trailing edge
pocket by the brakes. My rock has a pretty even shape
and what looks like a display, it almost looks like a… oh,
no! It isn't a rock, it is a cell phone in my cell! Who has put
a phone into my paraglider? Is it mine? Quickly checking
the pocket in my pants, the pocket is empty – how could
Gaggle over Mystic, WWW3
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my phone slip from my pocket into my wing, that’s just
weird. What do I do now?
After a short brainstorming session, I remember
that I always put my mobile phone into my fly-deck…
and there it is, where it’s suppose to be. Whose mobile
phone is in my wing? It must belong to those guys who
jumped in front of me in the launch queue, it must have
fallen out of their pocket. What now? Try to keep it in
the wing, release the speedbar, jump back on the brakes,
create that nice pocket in the trailing edge and swing
the glider a bit so the phone slips back. That's the way,
the phone is parked back in its little pocket. I'm still on
glide, but now with engaged brakes, it's not as much fun
as it was on speedbar, penetration sucks, I wonder if I
will even make it in front of the ridge. A few minutes in
and a bit lower… this glide ratio is a joke! I can't fly like
this. New plan: fly as I would normally and see if I can
keep the phone without using the brakes.
I'm getting lower now and it's time to top up. Where
was that thermal Gavin was climbing in? Somewhere
around there, head for that tree line, or even earlier –
one, two, three, four – a half decent thermal and I’m
climbing again. Not the greatest thermal, but it will buy
me some time. Pushing on and here is another thermal,
even better, this one take me all the way to the airspace
ceiling. There is a gaggle of pilots about 3km away, so I
chase after them as soon as I top out. One of them was
this old bloke from the gaggle in front of launch.
Concentrating on my current climb, I have already
waisted much time. I hear my vario echoing, what’s
wrong with it? It's not my vario, it's someone else's
vario. I bet it’s the old bloke’s he is probably half deaf
and has his vario cranked up so everybody else in radius
of 5km can hear it – that is annoying. Well, what can I
do but catch up and then fly away from that annoyingly
loud vario. Good thermal, we are on the top, let’s go for
a glide. What is it now? Why is my vario screaming up
again if the display of my instrument says -0.3m/sec?
Looking up, I see the phone flashing through the white
bottom surface of my Gradient Aspen 4. So, it wasn't
that bloke's vario, it’s the vario ringtone on the phone!
While on glide, my plan seems to work fine – the
phone keeps moving gently forward and backward, but
not too far. Wouldn't it be funny if I made it to goal, land,
pick the phone from my glider and call the owner to let
him know that his phone has made it to goal while he has
already bombed out.
One more thermal and one more glide while keeping
an eye on the phone sitting quietly in its pocket in the
trailing edge of my wing. Let’s add a bit more speedbar

on this next glide to catch up with those in front of
me. I got a very good line and I'm pushing a bit more –
suddenly a black dot crosses on the left hand side, what
was that? Looking up, the phone is gone, bummer. I've
tried, we made it to the 16km mark together. Well, he
should look after his phone better next time. Now full
steam ahead to catch up on some of the time I've lost
with this cell phone.
What a wonderful flying, what a great task, flying
in the valley towards Mt Beauty, such a beautiful view.
Time is running out – if I want to make it to goal I have to
speed up a little. Who do we have here? Matt Cooper, my
old buddy from Canungra, howdy mate. A few thermals
with Matt and we are almost there. Matt starts racing
early and leaves me behind. Goal is closing at 19:15 so
top up in the last few thermals and make sure the last
one will allow me to glide all the way in. My instrument
says 150m above goal arrival, time to go for a final glide,
time is running out, but I should still be able to make it.
I can hear the end of speed section beep – what
a great sound – the glide to goal was easy as I got a
pretty buoyant line. I make it just one minute 20 seconds
before closing time – that was lucky. A 66km task in
2:43 hours, not the fastest, but goal is a goal. I quickly
pack up, chuck the glider into the back of the car, grab a
cold beer and we are on our way back.
I have time to think what actually happened: how
could that phone drop from someone's pocket into
my glider while we were queueing for launch? Almost
impossible. How else could the cell phone get into my
wing? Barb, it had to be Barb’s when she was setting
up my wing.
Next morning Barb's partner Brian Webb is in the
camp Krusty early. At this stage I'm pretty confident it
had to be Barb's phone. "Good morning Brian, I'm afraid
I've lost Barb's phone, it got into my wing and I've lost
it about 16km from launch." "That’s great," Brian said,
"Barb worried where it was, at least now she knows
it's gone." Brian said not to worry about it, it was just
an old Nokia.
I've since apologised to Barb for loosing the phone
and Barb apologised for dropping it into my wing. That
same morning, about an hour after confirming whose
phone it was, Brian was running a morning lecture
about flying phones. It was intended to be about using
smart phones for flying as an additional instrument.
Coincidentally, Barb's phone also flew, so Brian asked
Barb to open the morning lecture with her experience
of flying phones with me adding my side of the story –
everybody had a good laugh.
Photo: Marika Kahle
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All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs

Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to
be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the
future if confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where
no current forms or confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken
as having expired.

HGFA

All correspondence,
including changes of
address, membership
renewals, short term
memberships, rating forms
and other administrative
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, & 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager
John Twomey & 0417 644633

<manager.operations@hgfa.asn.au>.
➲➲ For information about site ratings, sites
and other local matters, contact the appro
priate State associations, region or club.

HGFA Committee
of Management
Pres: Greg Lowry <president@hgfa.asn.au>
<greg.lowry@hgfa.asn.au> & 0400 759105.
V-Pres: Brian Webb <vicepresident@hgfa.
asn.au> <brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au> & 0417
530972.
Sec: Sun Nickerson <secretary@hgfa.asn.au>
<sun.nickerson@hgfa.asn.au> & 0466 399850.
Trs: John Twomey <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au>
<john.twomey@hgfa.asn.au> & 0419 357195.
Alex Jones <alex.jones@hgfa.asn.au>.
Brett Coupland <brett.coupland@hgfa.asn.au>.

Regions
ACT HG & PG Association

LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT
0200; [www.acthpa.org]. Pres:
Alistair Dickie <alnrelly@gmail.
com> 0422 970408; V-Pres:
Nic Welbourn <nic@corinbank.
com>; Trs: Alun Mills <almills@
iinet.net.au>; Sec: Zhenshi van der Klooster
<zhenshi@mac.com>; Committee: Howard
Taylor <howardtaylor.ad@gmail.com>; Steve
Foggett <steve.foggett@homemail.com.au>;
Meetings: 1st Tue/month 7.30pm Canberra
Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.

PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South 0417 930
142 <ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres:
Grant Bond 0432 963595 <grantbond006@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec: Peter Kovesi 0432 629
315 <pk@peterkovesi.com>; Trs: Greg Lowry
0400 759105 <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; Club
Reps: Simon Shuttleworth (Albany), Mark Wild
(Sky Pirates), Mike Duffy (Western Soarers),
Rick Williams (Hill Flyers), Mark Stokoe (Dust
Devils); Non-Club Rep: Chris Bennet.

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association

PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Ray Firth
<president@nswhpa.org>; V-Pres/PO: Nir
Eshed <Vice-President@nswhpa.org>; Sec:
Sherree Adams <Secretary@nswhpa.org>;
Trs: Graeme Cran <treasurer@nswhpa.org>;
Committee: Brett Coupland, Tony Dennis,
Chris Clements, Ralf Gittfried, Dawson Brown,
David Holmes.

North Queensland State Association

PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <flying@cairnshang
glidingclub. org>; V-Pres: Daniel Keech 0427
888893 <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs:
Tracey Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881,
0418 963796 <info@azurephotography.
com>; PG rep: Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association

Tasmanian HG & PG Association

PO Box 268, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, [www.
thpa.org.au]. Pres: Keith Wales 0407 516845
<giligan42@hotmail.co.uk>; V-Pres: Ramon
Brasnja 0417 203843 <beatclepto@hotmail.
com>; Sec/Trs: Rob Steane 0418 146137
<robsteane@netspace.net.au>.

Victorian HG & PG Association

PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au]. Pres: Rob van der Klooster 0408 335
559 <president@vhpa.org.au>; Sec: Stephen
Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@vhpa.
org.au>; Trs: Stephen Leake 0409 553401
<treasurer@vhpa.org.au; SO: Kevin Grosser
0419 022225 <safetyofficer@vhpa.org.au;
Site Dev. Officer: Mark Pike 0408 801356
<mark.pike@baesystems.com>; Committee:
Brian Webb 0417 530972 <brianmwebb@
alpineinfotech.com.au>; Jan Bennewitz (Web
master) 0423 139923 <jan.bennewitz@
gmail.com>; Anthony Meechan 0407 163796
<meeks65@yahoo.com.au>; Nigel Streeter
<nstreeter@bigpond.com>.

Clubs

Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs.

States

Contacts

All clubs please check details in this section carefully

New South Wales
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.

[bmhgc.blogspot.com] Pres: Kacper
Jankowski <KJankowski@ccia.
unsw.edu.au>; V-Pres: Gregor Forbes
0421 376680 <forbesy@virgin
broadband.com.au>; Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696677 <revant01@yahoo.com.
au>; Trs: Allan Bush (HG SSO) <bethandallan@
bigpond.com>, 0407 814524; Comps: Mark
Stewart (PG SO) <artik_mark@yahoo.com.
au>, 0421 596345, Comp: 2nd & last Sunday
of each month. Meetings: Contact committee.

Central Coast Sky Surfers

PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: Rod Burke
0401 923923 <president@centralcoast
skysurfers.com>; V-Pres: Frank Warwick 0409
468337; Sec: Geoff Bednal <secretary@central
coastskysurfers.com>; Trs: Richard Waterfield 0414 652323 <treasurer@centralcoast
skysurfers.com>, SSOs: Javier Alvarez 0418
116681 <media@centralcoastskysurfers.
com>, John Harriott 0412 442705 <nationalparks-liaison@centralcoastskysurfers.com>.
Meetings: 1st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina
Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.

Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club

6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486 <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.

PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond
Sparkes 0433 917011; V-Pres: Andrew Swan
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

Matthew Fox <matthew.fox@hgfa.asn.au>.

PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding
queensland.com>.

27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1
@bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.

Peter Allen <peter.allen@hgfa.asn.au>.

South Australian HG/PG/ML Association

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club

Lee Scott <lee.scott@hgfa.asn.au>.

Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>
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PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA <sahga.
exec@gmail.com>. Pres: Stuart McClure
0428 100796; Sec/Trs: Rob Woodward
0408 808436.

[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
Porter 0415 920444 <Michael.Porter@ap.
jll.com>; V-Pres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491

150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Inc.

Pres: Russell Harvey 0412 928598 <russell
harvey@optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Ebberhard Muller 0418 963526 <eddymuller11@
yahoo.com>; Sec: Darryl Gledden 0408 281
454 <dgledden@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Murray
Payne 0417 179742 <vpayne3@bigpond.com>.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.

PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02
67856545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>, V-Pres/
Sec/Trs: Bob Smith 0428 317735 <bobskisan@
gmail.com>, SSOs: Mark Russell 0434 895185
(HG), Willi Ewig 02 67697771 <skyranch@gmx.
net> (WM), SO: Gaynor Shoeman (PG).

Mid North Coast Flyers Inc

11 Grenadines Way, Bonny Hills NSW 2445 <www.
midnorthcoastflyers.com.au>. Pres: Derek
Lotter 0410 640519 <derek.lotter@gmail.
com>; V-Pres: Lincoln Streatfield 0416 174527,
Sec/Trs: Liz Moore 0409 360062. SSO: Chris
Rogers 02 65555178. Site info: Derek Lotter
0410 640519 or Chris Rogers 0407 918099.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club

93 Wommara Ave, Belmont Nth NSW 2280;
[www.nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dawson Brown
0429 675475 <president@nhgc.asn.
au>; V-Pres: Gary Herman 0401 772289
<vicepresident@nhgc.asn.au>; Sec: James
Pallas <secretary@nhgc.asn.au>; Trs: Allan
McMillan 0400 637070 <treasurer@nhgc.
asn.au>; SOs: Coastal–Tony Barton 0412
607815, Inland–Scott Barrett 0425 847208,
John O’Donohue 02 49549084, PG–James
Thompson 02 49468680; Newsletter: David
Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@nhgc.asn.
au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm
South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.

Newcastle Paragliding Club

Pres: Robert Lackner 0407 934808; Sec:
Andrew Burchell 0403 772563; Trs: Joshua
Ludwick; SSO: James Thompson 0418
686199 <jamesfly@gmail.com>. Meetings:
Last Tue/month, 7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.

Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc

Pres: Ray Firth 0425 314735 <rayfirth@gmail.
com>; V-Pres: Michael Lamb 0422 611318
<lamykiwi@optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Gregory
Evans 0422 688491 <evans100@optusnet.
com.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor 0434 882834
<alan@2t4l.com>; SSO: Doug Sole 0412
728959 <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>.

Northern Rivers HG & PG Club

PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net]. Pres: Andrew Polidano 0442
8666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>; V-Pres:
Brian Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@
optusnet.com.au>; Sec: John Tyler 0431
441446 <jhontyler@hotmail.com>; Trs:
James McEwan 0437 368999 < nrhgpgc@
gmail.com>; PR: Cedar Anderson 0429 070380
<cedaranderson@gmail.com>; Sites: Peter
Wagner 0431 120942, Col Rushton 0428
751379 <colin.rushton@bigpond.com>; SSO
(PG): Lindsay Wooten 0427 210993 <lindsay
wootten@bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): Andrew
Polidano 0428 666843 <andrew@poliglide.
com>. Meetings: 2nd Fri/month, 7pm, Tyagarah
airstrip, south hangar.
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Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres: Tony Dennis 0418
574068 <fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: William
Olive 0412 423133 <William.Olive@hne
health.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: John Jablonskis
0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>.

0418 188655 <vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>;
Sec: Mark Kropp 0416 181915 <secretary@
chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Hana Krajcova 0424 257
381 <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Grants Officer:
Matt Cage 0410 589800; SSO PG: Phil Hystek
0418 155317, 07 55434000 (h), Brandon
O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Northern Territory

The Pico Club (National Paramotor Club)

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc

Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club

NSW Sky Hawks

[www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Adrian Clarke
<Adrian@helsbells.com.au>; V-Pres: Justin
Shaw <jkshaw@gmail.com>; Sec: Simon Wills
<swillsy@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Andrew
McCarthy <natmarks@tpg.com.au>; PO: Jeff
Hoffmann; SO: Mike Forwood; Web: Andrew
Shipley <andrewshipley@netspace.net.au>.

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508, [www.
flystanwell.com]; Pres/Trs: Peter Ffrench
0403 076149 <president@flystanwell.com>
<treasurer@flystanwell.com>; V-Pres: Fred
Smeaton 0402 808031; Sec: Mark Mitsos
0408 864083 <secretary@flystanwell.
com>; SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083
<SSO@flystanwell.com>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club

[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au] <shgc
@live.com.au>. Pres: Lynette Black <lynette
black@hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Vicki Cain
<moyes@moyes.com.au>; Sec: Bruce Wynne
<bwynne@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: John Selby
<johnselby@idx.com.au>; SSO: Doug Sole; SO:
Ken Stothard. Meetings: Juniors@the Junction,
Anzac Pde, Maroubra, 8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.org]. Pres: Brett Coupland 0409
162616 <brett@ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres:
David Holmes 0417 322658 <ny_studios@
hotmail.com>; Sec: Kirsten Seeto <kirsten.
flys@gmail.com>; Trs: Nico Hundling 0488
096418 <nicohundling@gmail.com>; Committee: Trevor Morrow 0414 997857 <trevorm
@australismusic.com.au>, Rohan Taylor 0425
268080 <rohantaylor@yahoo.com>, Sherree
Adams, Hume Winzar 0408 190321 <winzar
@gmail.com>, Georges Magnan 0412 062
602 <georges.magnan@molnlycke.com>;
SSO: Sandy Thomson 0419 250220 <sandy
thomson1@bigpond.com>. Meeting: Harbord
Bowling Club, Bennett St, Freshwater, 7pm
1st Tue/month (except January).

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club

50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563 <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662 <trike@tpg.com.au>.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Bob Hayes 0438 710
882; V-Pres: Brett Collier 0431 151150; Sec:
Tracey Hayes 0418 963796; Trs: Daniel Keech
0427 888893; Committee: Brod Osborne, Joe
Reese & Uwe Peter.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Rod Flockhart 0412 882639
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Ken Hill
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C/O Keppel Bay Marina 3 Waterline Way,
Rosslyn QLD 4703. Pres/Sec: Shayne
Towers-Hammond <shayne.16@hotmail.
com> 0434 544148; V-Pres: Jonathan Glass
<sansabina@gmail.com> 0408 186716;
Trs: Fraser Strain <fdstrain@bigpond.net.
au> 0439 696699; SSO: Jean-Luc Lejaille
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com> 0418 754157.

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.

’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: James
Lowe 0418 963315 <j.lowe@cqu.edu.au>;
Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699 <jaw12@
bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 0427 177
237 <jonathon.a.wall@team.telstra.com>;
SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 07 49387607.
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Conondale Cross-Country Club

Alice Springs Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

Alice Springs NT 0870. Pres: Richard Binstead
0422 956967 <rbinstead@gmail.com>.

Victoria
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Peter
Hannah; SSO: Rob van der Klooster 0408
335559, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923.
Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue see [www.
dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dave Moore
0432 152101 <Dave.moore@gmail.com>;
Sec: Peter Cass 0422 246326 <P_J_Cass@
yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Noel Bear 0425
801813 <Treasurer@mhgc.asn.au>; SSO:
Peter Holloway 0408 526805 <Info@
freedomairsports.com.au>; Committee: Merv
Dannefaerd, Brad Howarth, Brett Huggan &
Johannes Straub. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month,
Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Rd, Hawthorn East
VIC 3123.

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club

[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Shane
Gingell 0417 619167 <fly@SEQparagliding.
com>; V-Pres: James Barr 0400 774153
<jimmibarr@gmail.com>; Sec: Brett Jensen 0417
792840 <jeno72au@yahoo.com>; Trs: Dave Todd
0400 774153 <Chameleon076@gmail.com>.

Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo
252@gmail.com>; Sec: Bill Oates 0466 440
049 <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs: John
Batchelor; Committee: Bill Brooks, Alex
Morgan, John Seltin; SSO: Karl Texler 0428
385144; Meetings: [nevhgc-membersforum@googlegroups.com].

Dalby Hang Gliding Club

Skyhigh Paragliding Club

13 Cottman St, Buderim QLD 4556. Pres:
Bruce Crerar <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>;
Sec/Trs: Annie Crerar 0418 711821 <annie.
bruce@bigpond.com>; SSO: Jason Reid
0424 293922 <jasonr@gleda.com.au>; SO:
Bruce Crerar.

Fly Killarney Inc.

Pres/SSO: Lindsay Wootten 0427 210993
<lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>; V-Pres:
Dave Gibbs 0429 775554 <davegibbsuphi@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec: Paul McCullough
<plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Sonya Fardell,
0415 156256 <s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.

Pres: Ben Darke 0418 753220 <ben@water
bed.com.au>; Sec: Brett Paull 0435 203153
<101airbourne@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar
07 33327535 <grantcassar@iinet.net.au>.

Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: John
Vasta; V-Pres & SSO (HG): Dave Cookman
0427 498753; V-Pres (PG): Geoffrey Cole
0408 420808, 07 5455 4661; Trs: Mike
Edgson; Sec: Michael Powell; SSO (PG): JeanLuc Lejaille 0418 754157, 07 54863048.

Wicked Wings Toowoomba HG & PG Club

V-Pres: Adrian Palfrey 0408 341181
<adrianpalfrey@hotmail.com>; Trs: Craig
Dunn 0401 935562 <craigrdunn1@gmail.
com>; Sec: Sonya Fardell 0415 156256
<s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club

Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122 <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

[www.skyhighparagliding.org]. Pres: Dario
Marini <pres@skyhighparagliding.org.au>;
V-Pres: Phil Lyng <vp@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Trs: Matthew Gruba <tres@
skyhighparagliding.org.au> 0418 332969;
Sec: Zumi Chiew <sec@skyhighparagliding.
org.au> 0407 418111; M’ship: Tanya Cross
<mem@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Nov
Rep: Peter Kemeny <nov@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Web: Romann Kudinoff <wm@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Safety: Alister
Johnson <so@skyhighparagliding.org.
au> 0418 323692; Committee: Stephen
McCulloch. Meetings: 1st Wed/month 7:30pm
Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
No meeting in Nov or Jan.

Southern Microlight Club

[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au]
Pres: Chris Bullen <president@southernmicro
lightclub.com.au>; V-Pres: Tony Batson <vicepresident@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>;
Sec: Steve Bell <secretary@southernmicro
lightclub.com.au>; Trs: Dean Marriott <treas
urer@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>;
Editor: Trevor Lane <trevor@teknological.
com.au>; Web: Steve Bell <web
master@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>.

Victorian Air Hogs

[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum:
[http://skypirates.freeforums.org/]. Club
for WSM, PPG & PHG pilots. Contact: Bohdan
Philippa <bohdan392@gmail.com>.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club

PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc.
org]. Pres: Phillip Campbell 0438 428569
<campbell.p@giant.net.au>; V-Pres: Greg

Beglehole 0419 889153 <greg@heating
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Nicky Shalders; Trs:
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860 <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp
0408 678734 <rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>; Site Committee Chairperson: Steve
Norman; Committee: James Wynd, Will
Faulkner. Meetings: Last Sat/month, The
Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia
Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.

Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 6051.
Pres: Colin Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@
bigpond.com>; V-Pres: Eric Metrot 0407 003
059 <tromes@bigpond.com>; Trs: Colin Brown
0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.com>;
Committee: Shelly Heinrich 0428 935462
<shellheinrich@hotmail.com>, Rod Merigan
0439 967971 <rmerigan@q-net.net.au>,
Clive Salvidge 0402 240038 <clive@iinet.net.
au>, Julien Menager 0423 829346 <Julien.
me@gmail.com>; SOs: John Carman, Nigel
Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild. Meetings: Last
Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne Park Bowling
Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.

[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Pres/SSO
Kalgoorlie: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.
net.au>, 0427 328638; Trs: Phil Clarkson <phil.
clarkson@hotmail.com.au>, 0405 144475;
Sec: Jarod Dashwood <jarod.dashwood@gmail.
com. SSO Perth: Mark Stokoe <wrx2002@
iinet.net.au>, 0414 932461.

Hill Flyers Club Inc.

<hillflyers@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary
Bennet 0412 611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls
0417 690386, Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397,
Dave Longman 08 93859469. Meetings held
on site during club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.

WA Sky Pirates (PPG)

Pres: Mark Wild <mwild@gastech.com.au>
0411 423923; Trs: Mark Hayton <mark.
hayton@riotinto.com> 0439 513465;
Sec: Kevin Hatten <kevinhatten@bigpond.
com> 0419 845509; SSOs: Mark Wild 0411
423923, Gordon McCabe 0407 776462.

Western Microlight Club Inc.

Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres:
Keith Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey
0428 504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408
949004.

Western Soarers

PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril
Eliopulos
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs:
Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs:
Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull,
Rick Williams, Michael Duffy. Meetings:
See [http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/
western_soarers/].
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Schools & Maintenance

Victoria

Queensland

New South Wales

Western Australia
Australia Wide Services
Certified Paraglider
Repairer
Testing & Repairs
➲➲ Comprehensive testing
and repairs to all
paragliders
➲➲ Fully equipped service and
repair agents for: Advance,
Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin,
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, Paratech,
Sky, Skywalk, Swing, UP
➲➲ Full written report
➲➲ Harness repair and modifications
➲➲ Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
➲➲ Parachute repacking
➲➲ Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, New
Zealand and Asia
➲➲ Prompt turnaround

Rainbow Paragliding•APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders

<shop@paraglidingrainbow.com>

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best, our CFI
Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding Champion)
has been involved in paragliding since 1990 & instructing
for over 10 years.

Courses

➲➲ Introductory & HGFA licence course
➲➲ Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
➲➲ SIV courses
➲➲ Tow courses
➲➲ XC tandem flights
➲➲ Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.

See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
[www.activeflight.com.au]

➲➲ Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rain
bow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round,
60km cross-country flights have been achieved in winter!
➲➲ FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
➲➲ REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the
experts.
➲➲ INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the
knowledge.
➲➲ SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-in,
maintenance and repairs.
➲➲ YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

Advertising Index
April | May 2013
HGFA Document Map System
HGFA WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>
[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

Professional Paragliding

➲➲ Tandem Introductory Flights
➲➲ Paragliding Courses and Certifications
➲➲ Pilot Development Clinics
➲➲ Free Introduction course
➲➲ Tandem Endorsements
➲➲ Sales and Service

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd
Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au>
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]
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HGFA Document
Map System

Manilla Paragliding – Ascent

31

Manilla Paragliding – Flying Accessories

29

Manilla Paragliding – Impress 3

17

Natalie’s Travel Insurance

11

OneSmallPlanet
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Paragliding Headquarters – Compass

IFC

Paragliding Headquarters – Gradient

BC

Parajet Australia

IBC

[www.hgfa.asn.au] – ‘Forms’

XCmag – Cross Country

IFC

The objective is to ensure the correct
Version Control is used at all times by
members, HGFA Instructors and HGFA
National Office.

HGFA Document Map Register has been
developed to create a version control
system for all HGFA Forms, Manuals, and
Syllabus, which will allow all to view
and access the HGFA documentation
structure. Due to recent Entry Control
Procedures placed by CASA, the HGFA
Document Map will assist in meeting
compliance obligations.
A single point of access to view the
HGFA Document Map Register and
forms are available on the HGFA
website location:

Current Version: v1.0 Feb 2012
Photo: Matthew Cage
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Comps: Make The Changes, Make Them Now!

My suggestions:
➲➲ Investigate all the facts to run the best competition
– open to discussion from anyone affiliated with the
HGFA and including their constructive criticism of
Australian competitions
➲➲ These discussions may bring about important points
for the sport of Hangliding in Australia
We can improve:
➲➲ Hosting at the optimum weather conditions
➲➲ Hosting at the optimum location
After my study of the Bureau of Meteorology climate,
rainfall and temperature, a pattern forms of the optimum
calendar days to host the already nominated Australian
HG competitions.
This is how it is portrayed:
1. Dalby, QLD. 12 to 19/09/2014. Tow comp.
2. Canungra, QLD. 22 to 29/09/2014. Foot launch.
3. Manilla, NSW. 15 to 22/10/2014. Foot launch.
4. Gulgong, NSW. 25 to 01/11/2014. Tow comp.
5. Forbes, NSW. Early January if advertised.
The above dates are estimated and to be confirmed.
The present competition organisers do a great job.
However, the technology available allows the organisers
to make the best decisions to achieve the best possible
results, given how fickle the weather.
Pilots stand to benefit from:
➲➲ Less distance to attend a competition
➲➲ Less financial outlay
➲➲ More overseas pilots in attendance
➲➲ Improved development of their competition skills
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Classifieds

Letters
Photo: John Chapman

➲➲ A training program to enhance the recreational and
Australian team member pilot
If you have sharing and caring comments of opinion,
I look forward to reading your contributions next
SkySailor. Not long before the next FAI Worlds!
Trevor Sangster ‘I fly I vote’

A Double ‘Wow’ For The Bound For Glory Boys

What a great tale you’ll have to tell for a long time. I
personally am on the verge of getting HR tablets and
jump, oops, I mean launch, off Catho.
Been flying since in 2011, 60 hours fly time later
I am having/meeting a very very nice time/group, my
blood loss has decreased, I am a RC slopeglider pilot,
going bush to find planes causes blood loss. Have been
bush a few times whilst paragliding, fortunately haven’t
hit any hard objects as Catherine Hill Bay launch and fly
sites are very safe, or as safe as each pilot wants to
make of them.
Have had lots of visiting pilots, paragliding and hang
gliding alike, from all over Oz and overseas. Have noticed
a few problems that this new club will be amending, like
checking HGFA cards, how much fly time pilots/gliders
have, proper foot wear, making sure spectators are the
correct distance from launch while pilots are in the air
(some of older pilots tend to flirt with spectators), etc.
Had a photo shoot of a young female on a motor bike
which pilots took as sign to land and partake.
Club members and locals have recently been visited
and flown, hailing from regions as far as Alice Springs,
Wagga, Manilla, Rainbow, Yeppoon, Seaford SA, Bali OS...
Where the money came from for these trips, although
the copair has been flying locally (lots of bush here).
Joke Joyce…
Our club’s AGM is coming up soon and it will be great
to have Paul back in the air, he is a real benefit to our
sport/hobby/club and has been missed by us all. His
enthusiasm and concern for safe flying is terrific and
much appreciated. When you next visit our CHB launch
site, you may notice some changes. Launch/landing
site has increased; as it is a heritage site, members are
alloted one skid landing per week; no damaging grass;
rememberance plaque for a local who, of course, died;
the burnt out car halfway down slope has been given a
name; front wind streamer pole has had a golf ball glued
to the top; weeding is still in progress; a coffee bar is in
process of formation, older members are excited about
this as they often fall asleep.
We will be installing a notice board and a bench seat.
One seat has been installed, thanks to Big Al.
All paragliders and hang gliders are welcome. Come,
enjoy CHB site and surrounds – we evangelise anyone.
From one paraglider to the rest, stay happy and safe.
Steve Robo, LMFC

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One

classified per person per issue will be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the
HGFA office for membership verification/payment by email <office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax:
03 93367177 or post: 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042. The deadline is the
1st of the month, one month prior to publication date. Submitted classifieds will run for
one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission of the classified must be made, no
advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include your contact details
(for prospective buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verification) and the State
under which you would like the classified placed. (Note that the above does not apply to
commercial operators. Instructors may place multiple classified entries, but will be charged
at usual advertising rates.)

Advertising Guidelines

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required
for the specific aircraft being reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All
members must adhere to the maintenance requirements as contained in Section 9
of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment
should always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possi
ble. Advice should be sought as to the condition, airworthiness and suitability of
the aircraft. It should include examination of maintenance logs for the aircraft. It is
unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are
unsuitable for the skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment
Queensland

Mountain with 3 Launches (E/W/S)

30km inland from Port Macquarie. 2 bedroom,
solar powered weekender. Find us on youtube:
search ‘Pipeclay Ridge’. (Love site politics?
Buy your own mountain!) – $350,000.
Contact: Trevor <tgkee@westnet.com.au>
or & 0488 569660.

A Handbook for Australian
Hang Glider & Paraglider Pilots
Airborne Sting 175 XC, just over 100 hrs
airtime, excellent condition. C/w everything:
spare DT, Stealth2 harness & 'chute, Flytec
vario, Delta Lubin helmet, McKay radio gear,
camera mounts, even a new bag – $3200.
Contact & 0407 597080.

Paragliders & Equipment
Gradient Bi Golden Tandem, orange/blue,
120 hrs, used as solo glider, tandem riser
& spreaders. $1800 ono, must be sold,
shipped anywhere in Oz. Contact: Jeff &
0416 291545 or <jeff@survivalsolutions.
com.au>.

Microlights & Equipment
New South Wales

1994 Pegasus Quantum Q2 wing T2-2753, new
sail from UK. Special loading rack & tie down
for ute or trailer, 4-blade Brolga prop, 3-blade
Arplast prop & pitch gauge, aluminium
powder coated wing rack & loading winch,
intercom, radio, helmet & books, 2 hrs on sail
468 on base, all in excellent condition, 582cc
Rotax, $19500. Contact: Kerry & 02 6686
9195 or 0428 869195, will deliver anywhere
in Australia.

P.S.: A concern I have is when, mainly PG pilots, beach
land they remove some sand in their wing/chair.
I’ve noticed the sea getting closer to shore, other
members say it’s, big seas, big tides, global warming.
Get my eyes checked, but I am certain it’s a momento
PG pilots are taking upon themselves – when they go
home they empty said contents into a glass container
and label, ‘The Sand I got from Catho’. Keep lookin up...

General Classifieds
Poliglide

A primer for Supervised, Intermediate
& Advanced theory HGFA exams
[www.tiliquabooks.com.au]

Come Fly With Us In Slovenia

‘The Jewel of Europe’ – this June 2013. With
a local english-speaking paragliding guide,
spectacular flying & XC at multiple sites.
Have fun & relax. Non-pilots also welcome.
Please contact Howie at <howiefly@hotmail.
com> or & +19043779540 for further
details.

Kangook.com

The latest range of Kangook paramotors,
Dudek Reflex paragliders, trikes, flight decks,
spares & your reserve parachute equipment
all on our website for your inspection with
prices. Contact: Ron & 0403 975041.

Concertina Bag

PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag,
PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag,
PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA
SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag,
[www.parasupply.com].

Press To Talk System

2013 Victorian fires
Photo: John Chapman
April
April
| May
| May
2013
2013

April | May 2013

PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT
sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/
PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA
SUPPLY/PTT sys, [www.parasupply.com].

