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2013 XC Camp Manilla

Alex Raymont smiling after a nice out and return

The flats at their best

Recounting the biggest week in paragliding I have ever experienced.
by Che Golus

T

he beginning of the competition was a slow start,
literally. Some heavy rain the week before and
storms just prior put a dampener on the thermals
and my spirits. I considered only staying for a few days
before heading back to work… luckily I changed my mind.
Here is a day by day recount of what I can remember from
a huge week of XC.

Day 1: Canned
I can’t even remember why, probably due to wind or
maybe it was still raining, but my memory is a little hazy.

pushed a bit further north. Eddie Kumsuz made the most
of it, and PB’d with a distance of 106km.

Day 3: Inland Seas And Wildlife
The following day I was a little keener. The wind had
shifted more east, which meant we were heading out
towards Narrabri. Having no team or driver organised,
I was a little apprehensive about the epic looking day.
I had a good run for most of the flight, but following
the highway north towards Moree I got tired and
indecisive. I saw a pilot (later found out it was Godfrey)

Andrew Horchner winding
out near Queensland border

climbing to my west and followed, I had a much sinkier
run and crossed large patches of water on the ground.
I had left a good line of clouds to fly towards an
inland sea! A silly fatigued mistake. The walk out was
the most interesting part of the journey when hundreds,
yes, hundreds of wild pigs ran past me. Once they had
passed, I only worried about what they were running
from – maybe just the extremely large and abundant
mosquitoes in the area? I was being eaten alive! After
crossing a flooded creek or two, losing my water bottle
down one, I nearly walked into a rather large black snake

Day 2: Blown Away
The first flyable day was windy, a lot of people talked it
down. This, combined with my complacent mood, meant
I was not that eager to fly – after all I was just here for
fun and had no desire to compete or push the limits. That
said, I was still the first pilot in the air for the day, climbed
out quickly in a nice solid 3m/s. After that it got slow and
if it hadn’t been for the honking wind, Barraba would have
been a stretch. The wind was so strong as I climbed out
before Barraba, I was going backwards at 5km/h.
I managed to stay in the air, getting ever closer to
the edge of the clouds which marked a distinct change
in airmass. I climbed as high as I could before the Bingara
valley and glided into the blue and straight to the deck
– trying every trick I knew to stay airborne. As I walked
out to the road, a few pilots snuck past as the cloud line
2
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That is base!

Storm front at the beginning ofd the week

waiting for prey. If it wasn’t for the legendary Lloyd
Pennicuik coming to my rescue, I would have probably
been out there all week, trying to hitch home on the
closed flooded road.

I had Andy McMurray in tow, a few climbs behind and
doing his usual trick of showing how incredibly good
he is at scratching. Eventually we were both high again
after Moree and started heading west where there were
good looking clouds.
Andy and I kept in touch, he had no retrieve, so I
wanted to make sure he was getting out okay. As Andy
landed, I pushed on just past the 200km mark. Still with
plenty of height and clouds ahead, I decided to turn
around to land for an easier and quicker retrieve. Today
I had finally switched from racing mode to XC mode and
was keen to see how I compared to the others. I was

Day 4: Absolutely Epic
I took the same route as the previous day, but this time
I had a driver! I decided to head north from Narrabri
towards Moree once again, as the clouds to the north
looked epic. Bruce Marks proved that the western route
worked though, coming through later than me and
pushing west for a distance of 193km.

Media hype

quite surprised to hear I had won the day with my 234km
dogleg (200km straight distance).

Day 5: From One Andy
To Another
Overnight, Andrew Horchner turned up on his way to
work in Queensland. We decided to fly together, as we
often do in task-based competitions. We flew the whole
flight together, taking turns to lead and enjoying every
minute – I don’t think we got low during the whole flight,
things were just working and I was hoping for something
big, flying to the Queensland border and beyond. Andy

Team flying with Andrew Horchner
A land of flooding rains
August | September 2013
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2013 XC Camp
Manilla

Oh yeah, streets!

McMurray was with us for the first half of the flight,
but unfortunately he went down around Warialda after
mistiming a transition.
About the 200km mark we were stopped by
rain, which was unfortunate – I really think we could
have pushed close to 300km otherwise. There was a
persistent large wall of rain ahead of us, it dissipated
as we got close, but the whole area was in shade and
quite soggy. The top distance went to Ivan with about
220km, after that it was Xavier, Andrew and myself all
around 215km.

Andy McMurray

Day 6: Tough Early On
This was one of those days when patience and just
staying aloft really pay off. To be honest, as I write this
I can’t actually remember much of the first part of the
flight other than how tough it was to stay airborne.
Fatigue was setting in for me, so concentrating on
staying up was crucial with little time to enjoy. Luckily
the second half of the flight was totally different.
About 100km out, Andy McMurray and I connected
with a nice cloud street. Once at base and connecting
properly, we were able to fly almost straight, with only
a couple of turns here and there for about 60km. I have
flown cloud streets before, but this was amazing – so
buoyant and so much speed over the ground. Another
unforgettable experience shared with a good mate.
About 160km out we caught up with Godfrey, taking
a few late thermals in the same area, and eventually all
landing at the same point. Godfrey took out the day, just
squeaking ahead of Andy and I with his dogleg distance.

the company in the car was always good for a laugh and
some stories.

Day 8: Back Home Safe
And Sound
At the morning briefing a land by time was set so
everyone could make it home for the presentation. A
light wind day was forecast, so we decided to make the
most of it and put an end to the long retrieves and late
nights. A group – including myself, Felipe, Andy, Ivan,
Justin and a few others – pushed north to the Bingara
valley before turning and heading home. I nearly decked
it at the turn, coming in so low I was setting up to land
before finding the most amazing 5m/s out of there.
Felipe was low with me, and joined in for the incredible
ride out.
Afterwards the trip home was relatively easy – one
more low climb around Cobbadah – and a little slow
against the headwind, but nothing major. Around Tarpoly
Felipe, Andy and Ivan had all landed. I was low, very low,
with a 30:1 glide to get home. With not much working
around me and no other gliders to signal lift, I pushed
on for what was the most magical glide I have ever had.
I was either going up slightly or maintaining most of the
way, tracking over the small hills in the middle of the
valley. The line worked so well, I had height to wingover
down and set up for a gravel slide landing next to the
pool. What a feeling! I had just flown over 1100km over
40 hours in one week! Finding out from Godfrey that I
had set a new out and return record for Manilla of 130km
was just incredible.

Day 7: Blew Up And Dropped
By The Bunch
The sky to our east starts to let go

Kaputar range
4
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This was another day I found it really tough just to stay
in the air – the thermals were broken, hard to track and
sometimes even harder to find! I don’t know if it was the
fatigue I was feeling from the midnight retrieves and
crappy take-away food, but things were tough.
I managed to keep it together and was leading out
towards the end of the flight, but the convergence line
dissipated ahead of me. I picked a bad time to leave and
spent a lot of time grovelling near the ground, making
no distance, whilst others who had waited behind flew
past on the reformed street. Fortunately, I managed
to stay airborne and eventually got going again, about
20km behind Godfrey who won the day with a distance
of 202km. Godfrey took a different route, flying a lot
further north before turning towards Moree.
Once again, the routine of late nights, long drives
and horrible junk food for dinner took their toll. Luckily

Stoked

In Summary
This was truly the most spectacular week of XC flying
I have ever experienced and one I won’t quickly forget.
Once again, a huge thanks to Godfrey, Nat, Elizabeth,
Amanda and Phil for making it all happen. Thanks to my
great friends who I flew with all week.
August | September 2013
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WM/Rotax Maintenance
attendance to date:
➲➲ Attendance for 2011/2012 seminars:
(those who attended both, have been
counted once only)
➲➲ Attendance for maintenance courses:
➲➲ Total attendees:
➲➲ Number of WM/Rotax maintenance
endorsements attained:

Queenscliff Maintenance Course
& Dixons Creek Practical Day
Dixons Creek carb sync practice

The Queenscliff WM/Rotax Maintenance course is so far the
seventh conducted and brought the number of WM/Rotax
Maintenance Endorsed personnel in the HGFA to 37.
by Kev MacNally, HGFA Technical Officer

H

eld over the weekend of 25 and 26 May 2013, the
course was hosted by Eon McDonald of Bay City
Microlights [www.baycitymicrolights.com.au] at
his idyllic property, and he and his wife, Maree, did a
great job of providing hot food, snacks and coffee for
our course over the two days. Thanks, Eon, for hosting
this course and for offering your venue for another. We
look forward to returning in the future when we have
sufficient numbers to hold another one. Thanks also
to Maree – your hospitality was very much appreciated.

This course was attended by eight personnel,
rather unusually, the two-stroke owners outnumbered
the four-stroke owners by 7:1. Nevertheless, the
information provided was relevant to both types and all
managed the practical exercises well.
I must give Gary O’Rourke a big thanks for travelling
all the way from Tasmania to attend. It’s a pity we
don’t have a ‘furthest travelled’ trophy for you. I’m glad
you enjoyed the course and we hope you had a good
trip home.
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The weather was kind to us at both venues (just
cold). The only problem we encountered was on our way
home, getting stuck at Sydney, due to thick fog. As we
were put up in the Rydges Hotel for an overnight stay,
with accommodation and meals provided free of charge
by Virgin, we endured it as best we could…
We are already in the midst of planning the next WM/
Rotax Maintenance course to be held at the Illawarra
Regional Airport, Wollongong (see report over page).
After this, we will be running the following courses:
➲➲ Sunshine Coast (QLD) – venue generously offered by
Roger Madder.
➲➲ Ballina (NSW) – hosted by Richard Tabaka, Byron
Bay Microlights [www.byronbaymicrolights.com.au].
➲➲ Exmouth (WA) – hosted by Gavin Penfold, Birds Eye
View, Ningaloo [www.ningaloomicrolights.com].
The planning for the above events will commence as
soon as we receive enough interest at each venue.
However, we still have a waiting list, and are seeking
more venues around the country for the future, so if
you think that you may have a suitable venue and are
willing to host a course, please contact us via email
<kmacnally@bigpond.com>.

Queenscliff classroom

Following the Queenscliff weekend, we travelled to
Dixons Creek to conduct a one-day practical for those
HGFA members who had previously attended one of
the two seminars held at Traralgon, and wished to gain
the WM/Rotax Maintenance Endorsement. This went
well, giving the five attendees enough time to run
through their practical assessment as well as having
some time to discuss individual maintenance issues and
experiences. I was impressed at how much information
they had retained from the seminars and how their
maintenance practices had improved. This Practical Day
added a further five WM/Rotax Maintenance Endorsed
personnel to the HGFA list.
Thanks to Reg Thaggard of Yarra Valley Microlights
[www.yarravalleymicrolights.com.au] for allowing the
use of his facility and aircraft once again, and of course,
for providing the coffee and biscuits. Congratulations on
obtaining your CFI since we last saw you. Reg has also
kindly offered his venue for another course to be held
in the future.

Dixons Creek wirelocking

Queenscliff, Victoria, attendees
6
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Left: At Dixons Creek
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Above: Queenscliff carb sync and wirelocking
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H.A.R.S.

To The Rescue

The
Historical
Aircraft
Restoration Society [www.
hars.org.au] comes to the
rescue of the latest WM/Rotax
Maintenance course.
by Kev MacNally,
HGFA Technical Officer

complete all of the practical elements in
the course. We have introduced a series
of questions which keeps everyone on the
ball and checks to see if they have been
paying attention over the two days.
So, if you are interested in attending
a course, contact me on kmacnally@
bigpond.com and we will let you know
when a course is being planned in your
area. If you know anyone with a suitable
venue and would be willing to host a
course, ask them to contact us on the
above email address. We are getting
both HGFA and RAAus attendees now as
the word spreads, which hopefully will
pave the way for better maintenance
practices and knowledge between the two
organisations.
Safe flying.

T

heir classroom and hospitality were excellent and
we would like to thank them for their help in
offering their facility at short notice, after the
Illawarra Regional Airport terminal building (and the
classroom we had booked) was destroyed by fire two
and a half weeks prior to the event.
Thank you also to Tegan Mattila, from Shellharbour
City Council, for her help in sourcing an alternative
and to Ned McIntosh, from Sydney Microlights [www.
sydneymicrolightcentre.com], for volunteering to host
this course at Illawarra Regional Airport, allowing us
the use of his hangar, making trikes available for the
practicals and for helping with the organisation.
If it wasn’t for people like Ned offering their help,
these courses would not be running. It is difficult
enough to organise, sourcing venues with enough
people willing to attend to make it worthwhile. We then
have to come up with an affordable and accurate costing
and then keep our fingers crossed that we end up with
enough people finalised to attend, to cover our costs. On
average, it is taking about three weeks to organise each
course, which entails constant computer work during
that period. Carole has had to increase our internet plan
recently to cope with the workload, but this will reduce
again over the winter period as we wait again for venues
and trikes to become available.

Our excellent classroom
8
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Two-stroke owners are learning
about the four-stroke engines and
vice versa, and this knowledge is
proving to be more than worthwhile with
some 582 owners upgrading at some
point in their flying life to the quieter
and more economical four-strokes

LUCK
I would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to Sun, who
deals with our Airwaves advert requests for these
courses, sometimes at very short notice. This method of
getting information out quickly to our HGFA weightshift
microlight community has helped enormously over the
last few months.
For our Wollongong course, we chose a weekend
venue which took care of almost half the people on
our NSW waiting list. Most of those now left prefer a
weekday course rather than over a weekend, so it will
be another challenge to come up with the right dates to
accommodate them all. This is the stage where Carole’s
use of SurveyMonkey can
help narrow down choices
for a larger group. With a
little luck we will be able to
get the majority booked in
to the next NSW courses.
We will be organising
a second course at Ballina
later in the year (we have
four on the list for this
venue, with room for four
more only, so it will be first
come, first served) as well
as a mid-week course at
Illawarra Regional Airport,
Wollongong – if and when
we get enough interest for

that one. Then we may be going over to WA later in the
year if we get a few more enquiries.
By the time you read this article we would have
completed the SE QLD course, held at Roger Madder’s
property at Chevallum, Sunshine Coast. Many thanks
again to Roger for offering his venue, after being on our
waiting list for a while – much appreciated.
So, if you are on our waiting list and have a
preference, please email me, as it will make life a little
easier when it comes to planning once we already know
which of these venues you would like to attend. The
same goes for any dates that you know you will not be
available. This and any other information will help us to
place you on a course.
We’re still receiving positive feedback, which is
confirming that we are on the right track and that there
continues to be a need for these courses.
Once again we were lucky with the weather. It was
cold and windy, but it stayed dry, which enabled us to

Cable lubing helps before a carb synchronisation
August | September 2013
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…a lot of people, especially pilots, talk about it
in relation to observed or first hand incidents.

by Phil Hystek

L

uck, by its nature, is very indiscriminate and shows favour to no one in particular.
Yet it seems as though a lot of pilots rely on this one very random principle to ensure they live to fly
another day. Luck can make the difference between a simple incident and a tragedy, and sometimes pilots
will be unaware as to how close they came to disaster and how much they owe to that little bit of luck.
When flying, the reliance on luck should not even enter into the equation. Flying,
which includes the complete flight from pre-flight glider set-up to post-flight packOn again! February 2014
up, should be methodical, calculating with heightened awareness of self and place.
This is so important in a sport which offers such diametrically opposed factors of
Due to the fantastic success of our last two NZ tours,
risk and reward. It's easy to let the euphoria of flight cloud your judgment (and
we’re doing it again.
common sense).
Join CFI Phil Hystek and fly amongst the spectacular mountain
We all know that our sport is amazing in its sensory rewards, but we all need to
and coastal sites of our nearest neighbour.
remain aware that it is also potentially very dangerous. Don't rely on luck to counter
A great way to upskill your flying with invaluable mentoring,
the danger because eventually your luck will run out.
stunning scenery, crystal clear air and great company.
Pilots need to operate with some degree of a flight plan. This flight plan should
start before take-off and finish at the end of the flight when your wing is on the
ground (having been moved to the side of the landing field). The plan is simply a
Tour 1 – 3-11 February 2014: Canterbury area, Wanaka and Queenstown
basic ‘I will do that next because it will put me in a safer place’, rather than ‘I need
Tour suitable for all pilots but especially low airtime pilots.
to do something now because where I am is not safe’.
Tour 2 – 13-20 February 2014: Canterbury area, Cragieburns,
Wanaka Tour
The atmosphere is always changing, as are the positions of other flying pilots, so
Tour suitable for all pilot skill level.
your flight plan will always be changing. Ask any good chess player and they will tell
you that a game is not won simply by reacting to the other player’s move. The game
Full tour cost and details, please contact Phil
is won by anticipating your opponents move as far in advance and possible. A good
at <info@pgqld.com.au> or +61 418 155 317
pilot will do this, both with the atmosphere and other pilots.
Check out our 2012 tour video at <pgqld.com.au>
Anticipate and win… or react and loose. Your choice.

Paraglide New Zealand

August | September 2013
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HGFA Committee of Management
(CoM) Nominations 2013
Peter Allen*

➲➲ PG pilot & PG SSO
➲➲ Ex AUF instructor & Ex G.A. pilot
➲➲ Member of HGFA 1993, 2001-2013
➲➲ Flying since 1986

Hi Everyone,

I’d like to start by thanking everyone who voted for me
two years ago. The 2011-2013 committee members
have been great to work with – with each committee
member being able to contribute in a meaningful
and practical way. The current committee has been a
cohesive team – interested in working on the problems
and getting things done.
So, before I start blowing my own trumpet – I ask
that members vote for any committee member from
the 2011-2013 committee who chooses to stand again.
The HGFA has benefitted and will continue to benefit
from the stability and insight gained from these Board
members.
So why should you vote for me? Over the past two
years, the committee has worked its way through some
major problems and come out on top. For example:
When the committee began in 2011, we had the
difficult task of evaluating and ultimately replacing
the Ops Manager. It was a difficult decision – the
Ops Manager was popular, but he was not performing
to the standard expected. We knew terminating his
employment would be an unpopular decision, but one
that had to be made.
We also had to replace some office staff. Again,
not an easy decision, but ultimately necessary. If you
remember two years ago, complaints about the HGFA
office were common – now, after a reorganisation and
getting the right people into the right roles, the office
runs smoothly.
Another huge challenge was dealing with an
expensive court case that ultimately had to be fought
without the support of the insurance company. Again,
difficult but necessary decisions had to be made.
One thing that can be said about the 2011-13
committee is that we didn’t let decisions that would be
unpopular sway us from doing what was right and in the
interest of the HGFA membership.
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Another thing that the committee did over the past
two years was to repair our relationship with CASA. One
of the things I promised in my 2011 election statement
was that I wanted our dealings with CASA to be fair.
Once on the committee, I could see that we had to
work on our relationship with CASA – CASA had lost
confidence in the HGFA and were concerned about the
turnover of people in the committee and management.
The committee has been working with CASA
on a number of issues and now we have a good working relationship.
Over the past two years I have also been working on
a couple of personal projects.
1. I’ve been keeping the website server and forum
server running, up-to-date and reliable. You’ll note
that the website and forum have been stable and
available for the past two years;
2. I created HGFA IT infrastructure documentation (not
much existed before);
3. I’m currently halfway through a HGFA website
upgrade;
4. My latest project is to implement the HGFA training
committee. This committee will modernise the
training systems and materials used in the HGFA and
create a clear pathway for pilots who wish to become
instructors.
5. Another project that I’ll be working on is the HGFA
safety management system which is required as per
the CASA deed.
Of course I have contributed to other projects along
the way, including the new Operations Manual and Tow
Manual updates.
I have also been part of solving many other issues
(over 40 committee meetings over the past two years –
apparently no previous committee has met so frequently).
In this committee, we broke some new ground –
for this first time we removed non-performing staff,
did something about non-licensed pilots and removed
instructors who were not doing the right thing.
I ask that you vote me in for another term. I would
like the opportunity to complete the website project,
the Safety Management System project and the Training
Committee project with your support.
Lastly, my original motivation to join the HGFA
committee was to represent the South Australian pilots
– I’ve done that too, and hope to continue to do so.
In my opinion, we have some big challenges ahead –
the implementation of the Safety Management System
and the changes in CASA regulations that govern our
sport (PART 149). What we need in the committee right
now are people who are up to speed on this. The current
board are working on these issues and will continue to
get this done and done right.
If you have any questions you would like to ask me,
please contact me on the HGFA forum, email or mobile. I
will be using the HGFA forum to expand on the topics I’ve
covered in this election statement.
Regards, Peter Allen

Chris Drake

Gareth Carter
A member of the HGFA for more than ten years and
currently serving on the HGFA Competitions Committee,
I’d like to use my skills as a senior manager in an
Emergency Services Agency to help the HGFA prioritise
important issues going forward.
No platform of promises – just looking at issues with
common sense and a will to provide the best result for
the membership.
Thanks, Gareth

Grant Cassar*

Dear Membership,

I seek your support
for my nomination to
the CoM of the HGFA.
I love our category
of aviation and have
flown every category
of aircraft that the
HGFA administers. I
first flew hang gliders
in 1995, took up
paragliding in 2008,
powered paragliding
in that same year
and
weightshift
microlighting in 2012. I have been involved, at different
times, in HGFA and State and Club administration since
2009 and am a member of the current HGFA CoM.
I believe it is easy to over regulate, over administrate
and over complicate our sport. As a member of the HGFA, I
want an uncomplicated, cost appropriate, communicative
CoM whose first priority is safety and second priority is
creating as much freedom to fly as is humanly possible
to achieve. Should I be returned to the Committee I will
argue against increased regulation where it does not
add freedom or safety to the membership and our flying
practices. I will argue against unessential cost increases,
restrictive administrative structures and unessential
compliance requirements which inhibit the freedoms
that I believe; we should have access to as members of
the HGFA.
I look forward to your support.
Regards, Grant Cassar

Brett Coupland*
Hi All,

I have been involved in the flying world for a number
of years now. I first flew a hang glider in 1977 at
age 15, but due to school and parental concerns, my
participation expired. I started paragliding around 10 or
12 years ago and around 6 or 7 years ago, added a motor
to my repertoire.
I have been involved in the re-invigoration of the
Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club, serving as its
Vice President for around four years and then as its
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President for the past year. The structure, strength
and membership of the club has grown and we have
successfully redeveloped the Long Reef launch site, with
the assistance of the NSWHPA and the local council. I
have recently stepped down from the club’s committee
and wish to thank all those on the club’s past committee
for the efforts they have put in. I also wish the new
committee all the best. (You have my number if you
need it.)
Grant Cassar, Lee Scott, Andrew Polidano and myself
have spent considerable time over the past two years
writing and re-writing the PPG Wheelbase and Foot
Launched syllabi and PPG Tandem Operation syllabi.
These are now part of what will be our new Ops Manual.
We have also successfully negotiated terms with CASA
to allow wheelbased operations by experienced PPG
pilots to recommence.
I have always believed that participation and
communication are the key to growth and development.
One cannot properly make decisions or pass judgement
on something, unless one has been there, participated
in and understands the processes or parameters that
control an area of governance. This is one of the reasons
I remain involved in the NSW State Association and wish
to remain on the HGFA’s CoM.
Past division within the HGFA CoM came from those
pushing a narrow agenda and could, once again wrack
the HGFA, if nominees with narrow agendas are chosen
at this coming election. I ask you to vote for those who
represent the vast majority of the membership.
Vote for all those with an asterisk next to their
name on the ballot paper and for Rick Williams and
Gareth Carter to complete the nine. This will elect a
committee representing the broad interests, disciplines
and activities of all HGFA members. It will provide you
with a group who support State levies and will work
together effectively to achieve what is in the interest of
the entire HGFA membership.
I have always been interested in doing what is best
for pilots. I believe that the current committee has
started to re-invigorate the HGFA, streamlining some
of its processes, enhancing participation and benefits
for all members. I will continue to push this re-birthing
process and will continue to do what is best for HGFA
pilots of all disciplines.
Regards to all, Brett Coupland

I was on the HGFA
board two years
ago and I got loads
of great things
done by donating
my time and ICT
skills, and if I’m
returned to the
board, I pledge to
do that again. Some
of the many things I accomplished in my term included:
➲➲ I re-wrote our Ops Manual, to strict CASA
requirements, spending hundreds of hours on this
myself, and getting amazing help from Craig Worth.
➲➲ I got our CAOs changed, granting us the range of
improvements we enjoyed in 2011.
➲➲ I worked to protect and improve our HGFA insurance
coverage and reduced its cost.
➲➲ I salvaged an almost-lost $60k CASA deed payment
to the HGFA at the eleventh hour.
➲➲ I introduced online payments and automated
multiple HGFA systems, resulting in massive staff
time savings and reversing the office overtime crisis.
➲➲ I introduced automatic club data mail-outs which
help everyone stay in touch, helps HGFA systems
stay current and discourages unlicensed flying that
once jeopardised sites.
➲➲ I helped clean up the HGFA’s secrecy and other past
‘culture problems’.
Other HGFA areas I improved in my time included
CASA Aerosafe reporting compliance, online forums,
anti-censorship, web forms, membership card printing,
Safety & Ops Committee reform, renewals notices,
establishment of HGFA record archives, board meetings
set-up which allows members to view and get involved
with, data back-ups, and lapsed member recovery. My
time on the board increased HGFA revenue and decreased
costs in the net order of $25Ok.
My income is not from flying, I don’t make money from
pilots, the HGFA or anything related to our sport, which is
why I think I’m an ideally impartial HGFA board member. I’m
sure I can again contribute heaps to our HGFA, to improve
our flying freedoms, preserve our sites and look after our
members and sport. My great experience, good ICT skills
and knowledge of government law changing will again, I
hope, bring loads more improvements for us all.

Andrew Horchner

I would like to nominate myself as a member of the
HGFA CoM.
I have been a HGFA member since 1992, started
flying paragliders first, then hang gliders mid-way
through and had to stop due to health reasons.
I have run my own company for most of my working
life and have been involved in developing standards for
Australian Standards and the Rope Access Industries.
I am currently a paragliding instructor and also hold a
Certificate IV in Workplace Training and Assessment. In
my years of work, I have been integral in developing Risk
Assessments for Workplaces.
I would like to see the HGFA develop a training
syllabus for members that becomes the HGFA Training
Guidelines to be used uniformly throughout the country
for both trainers and trainees as a document. This will
not be a system that dictates how trainers train, but
uniformly improving and developing techniques and pilot
skills nationally. Imagine learning in Darwin and coming
to Canungra to fly, with the knowledge that your skills
are equal to the next pilot’s, as well as the duty pilot or
trainer knowing exactly what skills each pilot has.
I am keen to achieve an association that is for the
members as well as covering government requirements.
Andrew Horchner

Alex Jones*

I have only ever nominated for a position on the
Committee to ‘keep the bastards honest’ or, more
specifically, to ensure the HGFA is a ‘by the members, for
the members’ organisation. This began with the SGM2 in
2009 and has continued since then, apart from a year
I took off when Chris Drake’s divisive, unconstitutional
actions made my position on the Committee untenable.
I do not care whether you vote for me or not as
my personal agenda set in 2009 has been completed

Chris Drake

* denotes current Board members
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with the presentation to the members of the 8:4
region empowered model for Constitutional change.
However, I do care whether or not Chris Drake becomes
a member of the Committee. Chris does have IT skills
and did benefit the HGFA in 2009 and 2010. However,
his actions and behaviour towards other Committee
members was divisive and counter-productive. I believe
his reprehensible actions whilst on the Committee
(which brought him before a Disciplinary Tribunal that
suspended his membership for four months) should
make members think whether they want him once
again on the Committee pushing his narrow agenda to
the detriment of all others outside this interest. All
Disciplinary Tribunal matters are HGFA documents and,
under a Rule in our Constitution, available to be viewed
by members. If you are considering casting a vote for
Chris Drake, please read this document before making
your decision.
I strongly recommend that you vote for the sitting
members seeking re-election. Under Greg Lowry’s
presidency, in extremely challenging circumstances, the
current Committee has achieved much. Most importantly,
our relationship with CASA has changed from being on
the tipping point of having our Deed withdrawn and
pilots grounded, to that of them having confidence in our
ability to manage our sport.
Alex Jones

Greg Lowry*
When members weigh
their decision in the
coming election, they
should look at the
achievements, skills,
knowledge and potential
of every candidate.
The HGFA is facing a
significant task ahead: the transition from CAOs and
exemption based flight regulation to PART 149. CASA
announced in the Sports Aviation Forum in June that
this was no longer a possibility but a fact. All RAAOs
will be required to do this and will have to be fully up
to date. Many years of past committees just ticking the
boxes without real change will now require us to become
much more proactive. The current committee members
(those with an asterisk against their name) have already
commenced working towards this transition.
Part 149 will allow the HGFA to not only administer
our sports aviation disciplines, but also take over
aspects of regulation. To achieve this transition, the
HGFA has to rewrite all of its documentation to be in line
with the new Safety Management System, must ensure
it is compliant with the rules of corporate governance
and implement all of the components of Sports Aviation
Self Administration.
Over the past two years the current committee has
dealt with many challenging issues. During this time:
➲➲ I guided the committee successfully to defend a
long drawn out legal challenge by a member seeking

compensation and the overturning of a tribunal
finding. This defence was necessary to protect
the threat to the financial reserves and the
constitution. (I personally spent over 120 hours
on this case.) The court made no findings against
the HGFA, no costs were awarded against the HGFA
and the disciplinary process and constitution were
protected in the outcome.
➲➲ I rewrote the Wheeled PPG risk management
submission to assist the PPG sub-committee to have
it approved by CASA.
➲➲ I worked with Alex Jones in the proposed
constitutional amendments to bring the HGFA back
to a true federation and by doing so give the States
and Regions democratic representation and to
protect the States’ and Regions’ funding.
➲➲ I have chaired all but one of the fortnightly CoM
meetings.
➲➲ At CASA’s request, I gave a presentation on how
to manage organisational change to the Sports
Aviation Forum for all of the RAAOs. I have since been
requested to provide this documentation to RAAus
and the Ballooning Federation as it would provide
evidentiary support for their compliances.
➲➲ I led the CoM into a harmonious and productive
working relationship.
➲➲ Championed and supported the change from an
ongoing expensive database system to one we
created and own.
➲➲ Worked towards achieving the broadest based
insurance cover we have ever had and in so doing
ensured sites in NSW, Qld and SA remained open by
achieving the $20 million cover required.
➲➲ Reviewed in detail the circumstances and legality
of other sensitive and difficult decisions to
give guidance and advice to the CoM to maintain
due process.
➲➲ Oversaw the deliberations to review the suitability
of an Ops Manager and managed his termination of
contract with a fair and reasonable severance payout.
➲➲ Work on an almost daily basis with the Operations
Manager and Office to assist in keeping an open line
of communication to the CoM.
➲➲ Supported the posting of documentation on the
website or forum to ensure the CoM remains
transparent and accountable. (Minutes, Financials,
disciplinary outcomes and insurance are available.)
➲➲ The current committee are often pressured by
emotive responses and do consider all arguments
but always make deliberations based on the rules
and regulations that bind us. Decisions have to
be made on diligent review, adherence to process,
fairness and natural justice. I have guided this
committee to achieve it.
In seeking re-election my only agenda is what is right
for the HGFA and its members. The 2011 CoM elected
me President, confident in my strong understanding
of government process, policy development and proven
track record of committee contributions. At that time I
gave a commitment to lead the CoM out of turmoil and

bring the HGFA back into confidence with CASA. This had
to be achieved to establish a culture of trust and support.
Without that, CASA would have made it difficult by
blocking competitions (Instrument approval) and would
not have provided advice or support to establish the legal
frameworks for us to operate. Since becoming President,
CASA and the HGFA have worked collaboratively on many
issues. CASA have since communicated their utmost
confidence in me as President and in the HGFA’s ability to
administer our sport.
When you cast your vote, make your choice to select
the candidates who will represent all of the interests
of the HGFA members. Candidates elected on narrow
interests and personal agendas will return the HGFA to
division. Knowing the requirements ahead, the HGFA
needs to have a committee that can work together. In
2010 Chris Drake failed to adhere to CASA stipulations
in his submission of the Operations Manual. Chris Drake
had included yet to be legal components that would
bring the HGFA into risk of litigation. Chris Drake gave
assurances that the submission would force CASA to
comply with our needs. I vehemently opposed this
and tried to get the committee to reconsider. The
2010 committee submitted it anyway. I had opposed
this action knowing a government authority would not
accept such a document. CASA rejected it outright. Jim
Coyne from CASA flew to South Australia to interview
then President Rob Woodward about the submission
and to admonish the 2010 HGFA committee for its
subterfuge and lack of compliance. This put the Ops
Manual submission back years and CASA lost confidence
in the ability of the HGFA to administer our sports. We
came perilously close to all HGFA pilots being grounded.
The division that came from those pushing a narrow
agenda to benefit the minimum few, will once again wrack
the HGFA if nominees of narrow agendas are chosen at
this coming election. Vote for those who represent the
vast majority of the membership. A strong committee
to represent these values would be: Alex Jones, Brett
Coupland, Gareth Carter, Grant Cassar, Greg Lowry, John
Twomey, Peter Allen, Rick Williams and Sun Nickerson (in
first name alphabetical order). This will elect a compatible
committee representing the broad interests, disciplines
and activities of all HGFA members. It will provide you
with a group who support State levies and all HGFA sports
and competitions. Finally it will give you a committee who
will work together effectively to achieve what is in the
interests of the entire HGFA membership.
Please vote and please vote wisely. Remember, “All
it takes for evil to succeed is for the good to stand by
and do nothing.”
Greg Lowry, current HGFA President

Sun Nickerson*
Since I first joined the
committee, I’ve come to
realise only too well that
99% of our work load
is generated by 0.1%
of the membership and
some legacy issues go
back almost a decade.

Most of our members are out there happily flying,
playing by the minimal rules that are applied to our
sports and take no interest in any of this stuff; I wish
I was too. However, having realised how perilously close
the HGFA had come to being shut down either by CASA or
insurance issues (therefore losing our sites), I wanted to
get involved to help ensure our flying future.
The current CoM (when actually getting to do work
other than on those 0.1% of members), has made some
great progress on multiple fronts. We don’t all think the
same and we might not always agree, however, everyone
on the current CoM works together constructively for
the betterment of our sports. I support the current
committee members as I know they all have:
1. a genuine desire to see all of our flying codes thrive,
2. invaluable professional skills and knowledge,
3. worked bloody hard,
4. been equitable and not prone to special interests,
5. shown respect for each others opinions, and
6. worked well together and achieve consensus.
From the inside, I can see that we’ve made some
great progress, but possibly our greatest failure has
been to also communicate these developments to the
members who don’t understand the regulatory and
insurance headwinds we’re flying in. There is a lot that
goes on behind the scenes to keep our right to fly open.
There are several projects nearing completion at this
time, with the online HGFA database being the first. This
is an entirely new database from the ground up, not the
mish-mash old IMIS system.
Speaking of ‘right to fly’: As much as I wish it was
a human right to fly, it’s not. We are required to have
licences and insurance. Just like driving a car is not a
human right, even though it’s fundamental to our lives
now. This year, for the first time I or any of the other
Board members know of, the HGFA has said ‘no’ to a
member for his membership application. We’ve spent
more time on this member in the past year than any
other issue I can think of. It’s been handled, mis-handled,
re-handled and handled again for far too many years.
There’ve been multiple tribunals, phone calls, emails,
pressure groups and then a court case. It has cost us all
way too much time and money, and for several of us on
the Board, too many sleepless nights. No one ever wants
to have to deal with issues like this – to have a member in
that situation – but it happened. The HGFA constitution
provides an avenue for dealing with situations like
this in the interest of protecting the integrity of the
association and the safety of its members.
None of us want to see anyone rejected, it’s
regrettable, but what other decision could be made
given the history of aggression, complaints and ongoing
reports from multiple members in multiple places
regarding this person? I suggest that anyone who is
still passionate about that particular decision read the
tribunals and many of the meeting minutes on this
member and make their own informed and balanced
choice about what is best to protect the rights of all of
us to fly in Australia.
CASA has a keen interest to ensure the HGFA
continues on its current trajectory of sporting and
standards development, or face a much higher level of
legislation/restriction. This has been made very clear
to us. Recent fatalities have put the spotlight on our

sports. I hear this has caused a lot of discussion in
multiple forums, Facebook and elsewhere – most are
supportive, but some forums are deeply negative. It’s
their right, and I understand how people can get wound
up about things they’re passionate about, I do too. If
you’re getting wound up, it’s best to actually understand
the overall situation first. I therefore urge members
to consider their vote with a thought to management
stability and the longer term success of the HGFA and its
role in facilitating our flying sports. Are those (negative)
members going to vote based on emotion or logic? I hope
they choose logic for all our flying sakes. It would be a
shame to see the committee become fractured again,
lose the current progress and put all of our rights to fly
at serious risk for this one member’s behaviour. We’re all
in this HGFA boat together!

Back to the Future – Part 149

As most of us would agree, Australia is somewhat
over-governed. You even need a hairdressing licence to
cut hair!
CASA’s Part 149 regulation is coming, whether any
of us like it or not. However, when members come to
understand it, chances are they’ll support it as it is a
paradigm change from ‘flying by exemption’ to ‘flying
by regulation’. In brief, currently, we ‘cannot fly except
by exemption’ from the aviation laws. Part 149 means
we ‘can fly in accordance with’ the aviation laws. This is
actually getting closer to our ideal of self-regulation and
may allow for greater flexibility in the standards we set
for our sports.
Safety Management System/Operations Manual
To be ready for Part 149, the HGFA needs to have
developed and implemented our own Safety Management System. This system is in development and
the Safety and Operations Committee and some CFIs
have been given previews of sections and been asked
for feedback. The Operations Manual (after being
thoroughly rejected by CASA two years ago), has gone
through generational changes to meet requirements,
including some new ones.
Whereas previously we had three sporting streams,
HG, PG and WSM; we now have four, including PPG with
its own pathway for ab initio students. Much to the
current committee’s dislike (especially mine), progress
on the Operations Manual has suffered due to workload
from the 0.1% amongst other issues. After the face to
face committee meeting just gone (1½ days of group
review, plus ~½ day again on the 0.1%), it’s back on my
desk for finalisation.
HGFA Members Database
Here’s something the current committee can be proud
of. It took a long time, but it’s now paying dividends.
This is an investment that should support the interests
of all HGFA members for a long time. It provides a very
low cost of ownership, is supremely flexible to our
requirements, secure and exactly what we need to meet
all of the association’s needs. We still can’t thank Rolf
Schatzmann enough for all of his work. If you haven’t
logged in there yet, you might consider doing so soon
and checking or updating your membership details.
Big thanks to the members who already have and gave
feedback.

Further Developments I’d Like The HGFA To Implement
➲ Full audio recordings of CoM meetings available for
the membership. Where required to be held, ‘closed
door’ sessions stated in the agenda and conducted
as last item for that meeting (w/o audio).
➲	State and regional associations given more power
and encouraged to resolve local member and site
issues, rather than having to rely on a small central
board who
g. have essential organisational / administrative
tasks to perform, and
h. don’t necessarily have the depth of knowledge
surrounding an issue that the local State
Association pilots do.
➲ Greater automation of National office procedures
(lowering of membership costs).
➲ Streamlined avenues for members to become
instructors whilst maintaining or improving training
standards.
In Summary
Read everyone’s ‘vote for me’ statements carefully, and
vote with consideration. I’m sure there are some great
new people offering their talents for the betterment of
our sports, and I welcome those people. I just don’t want
to see any cats in with the pigeons at this critical time
for the HGFA, we’ve been there and nearly lost it all back
then. Hey, by all means, if someone can do this better
than me for all of us, yes, please vote for them because I
just want to go flying with friends, and to go flying until
I’m an old man.
Happy flying for us all, Sun Nickerson

Phil Searle
I would like to self nominate for a position on the CoM.
I have been a member of the HGFA since March 2005.
I hold an Advance paragliding rating, a tow endorsement,
PPG endorsement, a Sports Tandem endorsement and I
am a safety officer for the Central Coast Sky Surfers. I
am currently a member of the Central Coast Sky Surfers,
Mid North Coast Flyers and most recently Kalgoorlie Dust
Devils, where I currently live.
I learnt to fly on the Mid North Coast of NSW and
have been lucky enough to fly quite a number of sites
in Australia as well as a few overseas in places such
as Bali, Hawaii and Canada. I love flying and certainly,
“I just wanna fly,” but in the last couple of years, while
gaining some endorsements, I have noticed that the rule
book and exams are way out of date and need some
adjustment. I am sure that these items are under review
with the current board, but would like to lend a hand in
bringing these to fruition.
As the proposed changes to the constitution
indicate, the world we live in uses much more electronic
media and I would like to see a more public reflection of
what is happening in the HGFA shown in social media,
such as Facebook, with a group page that makes it easier
to interact with the CoM and our administrative staff.
Many years ago, I held a position on the Board of the
Clarence Valley Soccer Association (in the 1990s) and
held the position of treasurer. For nearly 30 years I ran
my own small business in the Clarence Valley (Grafton
NSW). In recent years I have worked on contract with
a State government organisation in the far north of
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WA and more recently the Local government on the
Central Coast of NSW. I currently work for a international
company in Kalgoorlie WA.
I believe my working career would assist me in a role
on the CoM as it has given me an understanding for the
financial requirements of running a business, and my time
spent around government business has given me some
insight into how government organisations function.
Should I be elected to the CoM, I would work hard for
the members needs. I have never been scared to ‘Stand
up and be counted’. I thank you for your consideration for
the position on the CoM.
Regards, Phil Searle

Justin Shaw
Most of you won’t know
me even though I first
joined the HGFA in 2004.
My love of flying began
in 1994 in Cessnas
and Piper Warriors
out of Coldstream, we
won’t count the failed,
painful, horrifyingly
hilarious attempt to hang glide in 1988. Family and
work constraints saw me downsize into a microlight in
2004. Flying out of Point Cook I first discovered and was
hooked by minimalist aviation. Finally in 2010 a chance
conversation sparked an interest in paragliding as the
next step in the quest for the ultimate form of flying
freedom. Freedom from runways, freedom from over
regulation. Paragliding is what I was always searching
for, to me it is the pinnacle of flying freedom that no
other form of aviation provides. Truly one of the avian
brethren.
After completing an electrical apprenticeship in 1992
I founded my first business which eventually evolved
into the position of Managing Director of a partnership
manufacturing equipment for the major worldwide oil
and gas companies. My business success wasn’t due to
being a particularly good tradesmen, but to my skills as
a negotiator and mediator, my ability to read a situation,
a sixth sense for ulterior motives, and never, never going
into a meeting without being armed with all the facts
first. The oil and gas industry have been very good to us
and at the age of 42 I find myself with plenty of free time
on my hands to devote to a worthy cause.
For the past 18 months I have been the Pico Club
Vice-President, and in that time we have taken the club
from the point of collapse due to internal politics back to
its roots of being a united group of pilots who love their
machines and flying.
I don’t claim for a second to be well versed in
the history of the HGFA or even the actions or motivations of past boards, nor, frankly, do I care. I come
from a uniquely different place to most of my fellow
nominees, I have no past affiliations, I have no previous
allegiances, I have no past grievances. Recently, however,

the actions of the HGFA have begun to concern me. When
the previous Ops Manager was removed for his alleged
poor relationship with CASA and we were promised the
new Ops Manual within a couple of weeks – still waiting.
Wheel-base training reform – still waiting. And to cap
it off, board members have financially benefitted from
decisions made by the board. Conflict of interest or just
convenience, it is not for me, but you to decide.
I have also witnessed, and been a part of, a culture
of working around a set of rules written 18 years ago
with the last amendments in 2008 that results in
honest members trying to grow and promote the sport
being hamstrung by the HGFA’s inability to keep pace
with the modern world. I completed a straight through
motor course. I was trained on a wheel-base unit. My
instructor provided me with appropriate training in a
safe environment. The training I wanted. The training I
was willing to pay for. The training suitable for the type
of flying I wanted to do, yet training the HGFA still cannot
adequately provide, has stopped and in fact denies ever
took place.
With your help I would like to change the culture of
our federation, we deserve more than a history lesson on
the past failings of other boards when we ask questions,
we shouldn’t have to put ourselves into compromising
positions to achieve training outcomes. The only way to
move forward and make real significant change is to be
willing to man up and admit when things haven’t gone
to plan, that mistakes have been made, that you have
failed. I put it to you, do we have that now?
For the last 20 years I have been working only for
personal gain and as a consequence now have the time,
ability, experience and passion to give something back.
I would like that something to be to the sport that is
giving me so much joy.
You deserve better for the fees you pay, I deserve
better. With your help I can be a part of a better HGFA
for you, and for me.
Yours faithfully, Justin Shaw

Andrew Shipley
I’m pleased to offer my
nomination for a position
on the HGFA CoM.
I have been a
paraglider pilot and
PPG pilot for almost
15 years now. I formed
the very first powered
paragliding club in
Australia back in the
’90s and have been a founding member of the national
Pico Club as well as serving as President and holding
various board member positions of it a number of times.
I have been mentoring new PPG pilots for many years
and the smile and excitement that I see on their faces
as they pass personal milestones or enjoy that one
great ‘magic air’ flight makes me realise why I love my

flying, the sport and treasure the friendships I have
made within it.
I have, at times, acted as a consultant with quite a
few past HGFA Operations Managers and Board members
on various powered paragliding operational changes and
updates. I have been involved in previous drafts of the
Operations Manual over many years.
I am a HGFA Safety Officer and have organised and
run many fly-ins around the country.
I have run my own, very successful international
manufacturing business for over 15 years and, as
the managing director, have dealt with government
departments, in both Australia and overseas countries,
as well as various export/import organisations
throughout the world.
My success in business has been due to my drive,
persistence and planning skills. I don’t like to be ill
prepared for anything in life, nor do I accept that things
‘can’t be done’ without having first proven they can’t.
My desire in seeking a position on the committee is
to encourage a fairer HGFA for all members and help the
HGFA in bringing its safety systems, management and
processes up to a contemporary standard.
For many years, we (the HGFA members) have heard
that our Operations Manual is being ‘re-worked’. I have
seen first hand how previous managements of the
HGFA have mishandled this for over six years now. I
have seen first hand how suggestions of improvements
to our safety systems, operational procedures and
simplification of our ‘rules’ have been brushed aside by
the HGFA.
I have seen first hand how the HGFA has been audited
and critisised by CASA for having antiquated processes
and procedures. To the extent where CASA was on the
verge of withdrawing the HGFA (and therefore our) right
to self-regulate our flying operations.
Our flying gear has evolved quickly over the last 10
years with great advances in design and technology.
Unfortunately, the HGFA seem to be stuck in the long
gone past. I really think that it is time to bring the
operations of the HGFA out of the ‘olden days’ and into
the future.
To summarise my desire for the future of the HGFA I
would like to:
➲➲ Work for the good of all members, and embrace all
types of HGFA aircraft and pilots, not just select groups.
➲➲ Be more proactive in moving our sport forwards, not
just to sit on our hands.
➲➲ See more transparency to our members with better
updates as to how we progress forward.
➲➲ Have a fair and equitable business plan to keep our
sport alive and well.
We all really just want to fly, be safe and enjoy our
freedoms. There is no reason that it has to be more
complicated than this.
I am tired of hearing, “we can’t,” I would like to hear
more of, “let’s try.”
Cheers, Andrew (Chuckie) Shipley

James Thompson
I wish to nominate
for a position on
the HGFA CoM. I
have been a HGFA
member (17902)
since 1987.
As a paraglider
pilot, I love the
freedom of our
sport. I’m a member
of both Newcastle Hang Gliding Club, and Newcastle
Paragliding Club. I am the Senior Safety Officer for the
latter.
I enjoy paragliding competitions and have competed
in over 45 FAI Cat 1 & 2 competitions, both here and
overseas. In 2009, I earned nomination to the Australian
team for the 2009 World Championship in Mexico. For
the last 10 years I have organised and directed the
Paragliding State of Origin competition.
In my professional life, I’m managing director of my
own property and investment company, with formal
qualifications in management, real estate practice and trade
qualifications in butchery and heavy construction rigging.
If I’m elected to the committee, I would bring a
balanced view between the heritage of vol libre/free
flight and the requirements of our system. I have a
strong commitment to safety.
Yours faithfully, James Thompson

John Twomey*
I have been a HG pilot
with the HGFA since
1980 and became
PG qualified in
2008. I have spent
about eight years
over the ’90s and
’00s on the VHPA
Committee including
as President and
Secretary.
In late 2008, I went to war politically when the
then HGFA CoM threatened the orderly, safe and proper
management of the HGFA community when it absorbed
the HGFA’s State/Regional levies and raised the fees to
$350 in 2008.
I joined with a few others, notably Alex Jones of
WA and fought to rid the HGFA of certain destructive
elements on the HGFA CoM and removed them through a
Special General Meeting in 2009.
In late 2009, I designed and implemented a process
for fee reduction, including retrospectively paying the
State levies, including reimbursing that half of the
membership who had paid the increased fees more than
once. With the support of the SGM five, the $350 HGFA
fee was reduced to $270 and, after adding the levies
paid, collected and paid to the States and Regions, the
average total fee per member was $307.50. This fee
has remained the same through two more HGFA CoMs
from 1/9/09 until 31/8/13. From then an essential

* denotes current Board members
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and unavoidable insurance cover increase to $20M has
necessitated the HGFA fee component be increased.
I have been elected to the CoM since 2009 and have
held the positions of Secretary and Treasurer in that time.
I stood down as a member of the CoM for four months
at the end of 2010 while I occupied the position of HGFA
Operations Manager (OM), without a hand over, following
the abrupt resignation of the previous OM. On 1 April
2012, I was asked if I would again fill the position of OM,
following the termination of employment of the then OM,
again without handover, and I accepted. Since that date
I have stood down as a sitting CoM member although I
held an elected position. As OM I do not vote, but I am a
member of the HGFA Executive and I am heard as such.
I would very much appreciate you voting me on to
the HGFA CoM, I will hold the position and return to being
a voting member on it when I am removed from the
position of OM, or choose to leave it during the term of
the incoming CoM.
I recommend you vote for every standing member
of the present CoM as they work together well and
are engaged in ongoing projects for the betterment of
the organisation, administratively and operationally.
Everyone is assisting with the finalisation of the new
HGFA Operations Manual and the development and
documentation of a new Safety Management System,
required by CASA to be included, as well as developing
elements of a Quality Assurance System for flight
training facilities which will contribute to overall safety
and ongoing compliance with CASA requirements. It is
imperative that this work be completed by the present
team or all previous progress would be jeopardised.
A new Power Paragliding Pilot Certificate Course
has been written for straight through PPG training,
a matching new PG Powered Endorsement has been
written and wheeled PPG operations are included. Brett
Coupland, with the assistance of Grant Cassar of the
CoM, both PG and PPG pilots, have contributed the bulk
of the documentation. PPG pilots are well served by
their presence on the CoM and at the same time both are
nonpartisan and appreciate and work in the interest of
all our flying disciplines.
John Twomey

Brian Webb*
Last term, I was keen to see through the implementation
of a robust online membership system and an online
accident reporting system. Both of these are now live
and operating – thanks to Trene Randles, HGFA Office
Manager and Sun Nickerson, HGFA Committee Secretary.
Our previous Operations Manager was dismissed by
the committee nearly 12 months ago. The committee
then internally appointed a sitting committee member,
John Twomey, temporarily to the role. John stepped
down from the committee and has worked hard in this
challenging position. We are overdue for this critical role
to be publicly advertised so that we can find a suitable,
permanent replacement. I am determined to see this
position advertised and filled.
I would like to continue representing the interests
of the membership to the HGFA CoM. This term my focus
would be:
➲➲ Seeing a permanent Operations Manager appointed.

➲➲ Working with the HGFA Safety Management Systems.
➲➲ Managing an overdue review of the practical and
theoretical aspects of our paraglidier ratings and
examinations.
Brian Webb

Jos Weemaes
I would like to selfnominate for a HGFA
Board position.
I have been a
paraglider pilot
and member of the
HGFA since 1994,
currently holding
an Intermediate PG
licence.
In 2006 I was instrumental in the establishment
of the The Pico Club Inc. (national paramotor club), and
have held various positions in the club’s executive team
ever since.
I am 61 years of age and only recently retired. I
am willing to devote a large part of my time to the
organisation of the sport.
Having worked as a qualified engineer in senior
management positions, both national and international,
and operated my own business successfully for the last 15
years, I do have business experience to bring to the team.
My vision for the HGFA is of an organisation based
upon the principles of:
➲➲ Accountable to its members
➲➲ Transparent in its operations
➲➲ Inclusive of all aspects of the sport
➲➲ Pro-active in its operations
➲➲ Clearly defined objectives for the different
sub-committees
➲➲ Results oriented
In general, I take my responsibilities seriously,
expect others to do the same and work on the principles
of honesty and fairness to all.
At your service, Jos

Rick Williams
I would like to nominate for a position on the HGFA CoM.
My HGFA background: I qualified with Apollo HG school
in Victoria, joining the HGFA in 1981 (although I began
flying much earlier in old ‘rogues’, pre-HGFA (TAHGA) and
trained for a PPL). I formed the Swinburne Hang Gliding
club at Swinburne University in Melbourne 1983-84, and
with assistance from Apollo’s Wes Hill, trained up many
new pilots in the club (members included Suzy Gneist –
current Skysailor editor, Leo Arundel – previous VHGA
President in the late ’80s).
My professional career, following graduation, was
as a professional engineer and took me to Western
Australia by the late ’80s where I joined the Hang Gliders
Association of WA (HGAWA) and was one of the few
advanced pilots at the time (WA had been without a
qualified instructor for several years). I took on the
club position of ‘Examiner’ to assist in the introduction
of a new pilot rating system introduced by the HGFA.
During my time in WA, with further university studies
SKYSAILOR
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in business management, I moved through various
companies and board rooms in management roles and on
to private consultancy.
In 1998, I and other long term pilots formed the
Hillflyers Club Inc. [www.hgfa.asn.au/~hillflyers/]
in support of our sport, offering our many years of
experience to assist new pilots and help develop the
sport locally. I was also appointed as President of
HGAWA from 2000 through to 2008.
Throughout my association with the HGFA and various
clubs, I have been directly involved with: Obtaining
annual goverment and private grant monies from
organisations such as the West Australian Department
of Sport Recreation, Air Services, Regional Airspace
Users Advisory Committee – RAPAC, and many other
government and private entities in support of our sport.
A few notable achievements include: Obtaining a
letter of agreement for a release of airspace from 3500ft
to 10,000ft over a 10Nm radius around one of our local
Perth sites, development and re-development of HG/
PG sites in both privately owned and CALM managed
Regional and National parks, such as Shellies Beach and
Mt Bakewell, and securing long term lease agreements
(21 years) from local council and grant money from
the Western Australian power utility (Western Power)
for one of WA’s world class coastal sites, Sandpatch.
I have been involved in the negotiation of long term
agreements with other local councils for us to fly various
beach sites in and around the coastal suburbs of Perth
and other areas of WA. I have also been heavily involved
in the safety of our sport and Senior Safety Officer over
many years.
My professional work and personal flying (HG, PG,
trikes) over the years has taken me to many areas of
Australia, flying most well-known major HG/PG sites
around Australia, with many memorable flights at sites
like Mt Camberwarra, Stanwell (NSW), Bells Beach, Spion
Kop, Apollo Bay (Great Ocean road coastal run), Mt Cole,
Mt Buffallo (Vic), Eungella, Tamborine (Qld), Barossa
Valley (SA), Albany, Geralton, Avon Valley (WA).
This has given me a great appreciation of the value
of our sites, and the local clubs and pilots that develop
and maintain them all over Australia, and the many local
constraints needed to keep our sites active.
The achievements and progress that the current
HGFA team has made in recent years is outstanding and
hopefully all the current COM will be re-elected so they
can continue their excellent work. I would be pleased
to join the team and be able to further offer my support
to them and to the sport, in helping to develop policy
procedures and infrastructure with a sound financial
footing to help secure sites, airspace and membership
and further streamline the rules and regulations
governing our sport to reduce, as far as practicable, any
impediments to flying our chosen aircraft for our current
members, returning members and new membership to
take on our incredible sport for the long term.
Regards, Rick
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Everyone Has The Right To Fly

…Or Do They?

For the first time in HGFA history the Committee of
Management (CoM) has made the decision to reject a
membership application. This decision was made after a
great deal of soul searching and over three meetings of
deliberation, looking at alternatives and what if scenarios. All
but one committee member decided to reject the application.
by Greg Lowry, HGFA President

T

his was the result of considering the likely hood
of the person re-offending based on a past
history of serious, multiple, repeat offenses
in respect of the safety of members/trainees and
duty as an Instructor and SSO. The opportunity
for rehabilitation through a re-education process,
disciplinary tribunals and a generous probation
proved a failure.
So what is the harm in giving this person yet
another chance? Well, the answer is that the HGFA
CoM considers there is a foreseeable risk to HGFA
members and members of the public if this person
was permitted to be a member.
The real issue is the foreseeable risk. The new
Work Safe Laws came into effect this year. These
laws do not just apply to workplaces. All volunteer
organisations, clubs and associations have been
captured under this legislation. Under these laws,
if there is a foreseeable risk and the organisation
chooses to do nothing to curtail that risk, it and
its representatives can be prosecuted. This serves
to emphasise that the HGFA can only facilitate the
privilege to fly for those who are prepared to abide
by the multitude of rules and regulations by which
the risk to members, other air users and the public
are minimised.
Why not curtail the applicant under the current
constitution? How? Do we wait until the behaviour
is repeated yet again and gamble that this already

demonstrated action will not bring anyone to harm?
There is no provision under the constitution to
allow for a repealing of certain certifications unless
done so by a Disciplinary Tribunal. There is no way
to prevent a person from giving bad advice to new
pilots if they influence a club into giving them a
position of responsibility as a member – especially
if pilots do not submit documented evidence; or are
intimidated to say nothing and by doing so become
complicit in covering up reckless and dangerous acts.
So why not allow the applicant to join and hold
the Club accountable if they place the person in a
position of responsibility? If we were to do that, we
would not be fulfilling the responsibility the HGFA
has towards supporting the club and association
system. The HGFA would still have to financially back
the club or office bearers in a case of litigation or
leave the club officials to fund the legal costs and
compensation that would follow. Our insurers would
not, as we have already discovered. After taking
all of this into account the Committee decided it
had no choice other than reject the application for
membership based on the fact that the applicant
posed a foreseeable unacceptable risk to HGFA
members and members of the public. A future
committee may review this and decide otherwise
and that is their decision.
I am not sure if you saw recent YouTube footage
of an overseas PPG pilot chasing an owl to run it
August | September 2013

down. The same pilot is said to have broken nearly every
flight regulation there is and treats it like a joke. This
committee would decline him a VPM if application was
made as this pilot has shown a total disregard for the
rules and regulations in his country and would probably
do the same here. This pilot has caused the closure of a
number of sites in the US through a blatant disregard
for other pilots and air regulations. Would you want him
flying from your club sites? Would you want him in the
air with you in a tight flying scenario?
Recently a HGFA pilot in Coolangatta flew a PPG aircraft
into the flight path of a Virgin aircraft that had commenced
take-off. Luckily, the plane was able to abort the take-off
without damage or loss of life. Upon investigation the PPG
pilot had not received any training as such, had purchased
the aircraft privately, had no radio, no radio endorsement
and flew into controlled airspace placing the lives of all
passengers and crew of a commercial aircraft at risk.
The Federal Police caught the pilot trying to dispose of
the aircraft in a mini skip bin. The Operation Manager
suspended the pilot immediately pending tribunal. This
pilot had been seen by other HGFA members trying to
fly the aircraft and because it was obvious to them he
had not received any PPG training, they recommended he
undertake it. He declined but the pilots did not notify the
HGFA of this until after this incident. This should have been
seen as a foreseeable risk. After the pilot was prosecuted
by CASA and fined $500 it became evident this made little
impact. Rumours surfaced that the pilot continued to fly
while under suspension and YouTube videos appeared to
support this. The HGFA CoM wrote to the CEO of CASA and
requested they re-open this case, as it was an insufficient
consequence that provided little in the way of deterrence
for non-compliant pilots. CASA have now recommended
the case be referred back to the DPP seeking a more
appropriate consequence. This case has contributed to
CASA’s close scrutiny of PPG regulations. Many in the PPG
community wanted this pilot expelled or at least jailed due
to the damage he caused their sport.
So what denotes a person to be not appropriate
to become a member of the HGFA? Each case has to
be decided individually. Under the Constitution
it is the sole responsibility of the CoM to determine
appropriate members of the HGFA. To determine
someone inappropriate should be the exception and
not the norm. A breach of any one of the following
list of misdemeanours would constitute grounds for
a disciplinary tribunal, but how many of these does
an applicant need to have committed to demonstrate
sufficient disregard and non-compliance of the rules for
the HGFA to say they pose a foreseeable risk and are not
appropriate as a member? If not the number of offences,
how many times of repeated bad behaviour does it take?
Twice, three times, four times? The list includes:
➲➲ Multiple breaches of the constitution;
➲➲ repetitive disciplinary actions;
➲➲ repeated failure to comply with terms of re-education,
re-training and or conditions of probation;
➲➲ threatening and intimidating members;
➲➲ providing false and misleading statements;
➲➲ refusing to answer questions during the course of
an investigation;
➲➲ covering up continued non-compliance;
Photo: Mark Sullivan
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➲➲ selling equipment knowingly far beyond the
capability of the pilot and advising them to fly in
conditions beyond their skill level;
➲➲ intentionally inflating a wing several times to
prevent pilots from landing;
➲➲ taking legal action against the HGFA and club officials;
➲➲ flying from other clubs’ sites without their consent;
➲➲ causing the loss of another club’s sites;
➲➲ training pilots when not an instructor;
➲➲ breaching controlled airspace;
➲➲ lying about qualifications;
➲➲ conducting joy flights under a non-commercial rating;
➲➲ mentoring a pilot inappropriately to contribute to an
injury or fatality;
➲➲ not meeting training standards;
➲➲ leaving supervised pilots unsupervised;
➲➲ misrepresentation to other government
instrumentalities;
➲➲ contributing to a fatality or injury;
➲➲ being in breach of flight regulations;
➲➲ placing the public at risk;
➲➲ knowingly entering controlled airspace to jeopardise
commercial air traffic;
➲➲ flying without a license;
➲➲ training people outside their level of qualification;
➲➲ ignoring flight notices from the Operations Manager;
➲➲ threatening other instructors while in the course of
their instruction;
➲➲ professional misconduct.
Does it take an applicant to breach every misdemeanour
on this list before being determined as inappropriate? No
it should not. If an applicant were to demonstrate they
had been engaged in a significant number of these bad
behaviours – repetitively and over a long period of time,
then they should be deemed inappropriate. If the applicant
in the face of numerous opportunities to demonstrate
remorse, accept responsibility and demonstrate a
willingness to change still continued with behaviours that
placed members at risk questions need to be asked. Is this
a pilot I want flying from club’s sites? Is this a pilot I want
in the air with me in a tight flight situation? Is this person
likely to follow the rules, regulations and code of conduct
which ensures the risk to me, other members and other air
users is minimised? If the answer is “no”, the applicant has
demonstrated a foreseeable risk to the pilots, public and
the administration of the HGFA. Such a person would be
an inappropriate member of the HGFA and the committee
would be failing in its duty under the HGFA constitution
if they were to accept
his or her application for
membership.
To fly in Australia is a
privilege, not a right, and
the perception of free
flight is only true when
it does not exceed the
rules under which we are
permitted to fly.
The RAAO handbook
(page 19) states the
following:
“RAAOs are required
to demonstrate a
level of conduct that

provides CASA with confidence that sports aviation
safety is the priority of the organisation.
This is demonstrated through:
➲➲ Appropriate communication, both with CASA and the
RAAOs members regarding safety related issues and
their management,
➲➲ Participation in the aviation community, for example
the annual Sport Aviation Safety Forum,
➲➲ Maintaining a cooperative relationship with CASA
and addressing issues of concern in a constructive,
cooperative spirit,
➲➲ Actively supporting the concept of protecting the
privilege to fly, rather than the right to fly.”
And further on (page 17):
“A just culture within an organisation recognises
that competent individuals will make mistakes, and even
on some occasion exhibit risky behaviour, but has zero
tolerance for reckless behaviour.”
Before you condemn the HGFA committee for taking
the extraordinary action of rejecting a membership
application, you should read the evidence and outcomes
in the Disciplinary Tribunals posted in the members
section of the forum. Under rule 5.8 of our Constitution
a member has 14 days to respond in writing to the
allegations made in a disciplinary tribunal. Under 5.10
of the Constitution, “There shall be no oral hearing,
nor right of appearance either in person or by legal
representative before the Disciplinary Tribunal.” Under
5.15 a member has the right to appeal a decision within
seven days of the finding being served on the member. In
this event a new tribunal panel is called and again there
will be no appearance by the member or by legal counsel.
In all cases of a tribunal being called since I became
a committee member, the appeal process has NEVER
been withheld. If members decide not to appeal, it is
their decision. To cry foul or to engage legal counsel
to challenge the constitution or attempt to bully the
committee into not complying with the constitution to
reverse a tribunal finding will not change the process.
Denial and ignorance are not an excuse under the rules
by which we conduct ourselves as pilots and members
of the HGFA.
The committee takes the responsibility of minimising
the risk to HGFA members, other air users and members
of the public seriously. In doing so, we are protecting as
much as possible the privilege of our members to fly and
ensuring the sites we have to fly from remain available
for the use of our members.
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Car-tow in Boorowa – on my way to my first XC, circa 1992

Renaissance Man

My second high performance wing, a Moyes Xtralite 137, and first goal, circa 1996

Reflections on the time that was, and the time that is…
by Mark Sullivan
End of first big XC – Conargo to Carrathool, 105km,
5.5 hours on a Moyes XT 165, circa 1995

XC from Corryong

“Hi.”

My attempt at striking up a
conversation was at threat of
failure before it started. Perhaps
because I had startled him, the gentleman on the other
side of my neighbour’s fence responded to my greeting
with a bemused look… or maybe he just didn’t want to
be disturbed. “What’s that?”, I persisted.
“Ahhhh… I dunno mate. Whaddya reckon? A hang
glider? Hehehe!”, he replied dryly, but with a mischievous
glint in his eye. This, I was to learn, is classic Grant. There,
on the other side of the fence, grinning like Cheshire cat
was a bloke about 30 years old, but with the energy of
an 18 year old. He sported white sneakers, faded blue
jeans and a long sleeved white T-shirt with some kind of
fluoro hang gliding picture on the front of it, advertising
a major competition of some description. He had a
mop of dark hair and a tanned face – evidence of many
long days in the sun. He was clearly an outdoorsman.
Momentarily, his wife popped out to say ‘g’day’. She had
some kind of European accent and a disarming laugh.
She was wiry, with long white-blonde hair and as tanned
as her husband – she could have passed for some sort
of athlete. The bond between them was palpable, and
transcended the usual connection between couples.
Clearly these two shared some kind of common love. As I
surveyed the makeshift lean-to in the backyard, stacked
with about 25 six-metre long blue bags, plus a couple of
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partially open ones in the yard, I got an inkling of what
that common love might be.
It was March, 1992, and the first of many
conversations I would share with Grant and Tove Heaney.
They would become two of my closest friends and
shepherd me into a world that would change my life
forever. It was truly a watershed day; my first close-up
encounter with a hang glider and the beginning of a long,
but somewhat interrupted, association with free flight.
After some pleasantries and introductions, I was
invited over the fence for a closer look at the glider and
a cup of tea. As it turned out, Grant was making some
adjustments to one of the school gliders, while Tove,
CFI and operator of ‘Silent Flight’ hang gliding school
gave me a run down of what was involved in becoming
a participant of this wonderful sport. I had no idea that
I was swapping yarns with two of the best pilots in the
world, including a world record holder.
I was hooked. You see, I’d been flying general
aviation since I was 15 and six years later, my habit was
becoming expensive. I had won favour with the RAAF,
almost earning a slot as a direct-entry pilot, only to fail
at the last minute due to the diagnosis of degenerative
nerve disease in my right ear (the doc was spot on – at
40, I can’t hear much at all out of my right ear). Yet still
I yearned to fly.
Within two months of characteristically glorious
Canberra autumn flying weather, I had progressed from

Lake George at sunset

running flat-stick across an oval toting a Moyes Mars,
through a few tentative forays down a low hill, to my
first high glide of Spring Hill. The elation was an almost
unbearable distraction, rivalling even my first solo in
VH-EUI back in 1987. Still, I dutifully performed left and
right turns, a gentle stall and a passable approach and
landing. My first set of gear was promptly procured, and
I spent all of my spare moments flying, thinking about
flying or getting ready to fly. That I had Tove and Grant
as neighbours was a boon – when they flew, I flew. It
was a great arrangement. I always had a safety officer
in tow and because I invariably bombed out in the early
days, they always had a driver.
In time, I also came to help out with the school and
occasionally acted as babysitter for a little fella called
Thorry when Tove and Grant were of an XC kind of
mind. Conveniently, we had one of the most commonly
used sites of ’90s Canberra in our backyard and many
a summer afternoon was spent flying a silky glass-off,
then landing at the oval across from our houses. We’d
drink beer while we packed up our gliders then kick on
with a BBQ back home.
I would spend the next six years progressing in the
sport. I learnt to thermal (Grant guided me to cloudbase
by radio in my very first thermal). Towing came next –
car-towing was the thing back then – and this led to
more and more adventures. My first 10,000ft climb, my
first 100km, my first goal. I experienced epic XC, hang
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First high performance wing, a Moyes XS 155,
at Ryries Hill, circa 1996

Lake George 2013 LZ under water around 1994

At Lake George on a Mission 170, circa 1994
Photos: Mark Sullivan
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gliding XC tours, competition, insane alpine flights from
Buffalo and Corryong, and the creation of Canberra’s
first ‘flying team’: Team XTreme (so named, because we
all flew the Moyes XT). My fellow members and I liked to
consider ourselves the epicentre of the Canberra hang
gliding scene, although we probably weren’t. What we
lacked in competition results and aerobatic prowess,
we made up for with grit, brashness and a complete
disregard for social grace. Infamous, rather than famous,
I’d suggest. Nevertheless, I eventually progressed to
a nice Moyes XS and the lads followed with their own
purchases of the latest and greatest rocketship, the
Xtralite. Eventually, I caved in and got one too. Ironically,
it was the Xtralite that caused my long break from the
sport, but not in the way you would think.
In 1997, there was only one love in my life, and it
had two wings, a kingpost and a control frame. Then I
met my bride. No longer did I have the time or inclination
to spend an entire weekend on the hill or two weeks
away at competitions. Our courtship escalated and
accelerated like a flatlands thermal on an unstable day. I
had to propose. Enter the XTralite.
Firemen didn’t get paid a lot of money back then
(they still don’t) and I had spent most of mine on a
year of gifts and fancy dinners in an effort to draw
my beloved’s attention away from my ugly mug. The
only option I had to finance the purchase of a decent
engagement ring was the sale of my Xtralite. To say the
announcement of the sale at the club meeting stunned
members would be a gross understatement (no ‘for sale’
forums back then!), but sell it I did, precisely six years
after I started flying, and married I became.
My noble intentions of getting back into the sport
were eroded by time and the vicissitudes of life. Career,
mortgages and a couple of precious children served
as all-consuming distractions. Years passed with little
more involvement in the sport than a constant, barely
perceptible yearning for something lost, as well as a
couple of visits to say ‘g’day’ to Tove, Grant, Thorry and
the newly arrived Hannah. I also made frequent visits
to manufacturers’ websites and, once it was invented,
spent plenty of time on YouTube. In a small way, hang
gliding was still with me.

Which brings me to April 2011 – almost 13 years to
the day since my last flight – and a terrifying realisation
that time does not wait for dreams to happen. I called
the HGFA office and renewed my membership. With a
modicum of trepidation, I would eventually break the
news to my wife and our family and friends. I swatted
away allegations of midlife crises – I was only 39 after
all – and in any case, I protested, flying has been in my
blood since I first drew breath. I persisted, and within a
month I was back in the saddle. Kitted up, checked out
and fully licensed.
The moment my feet left the ground on that first
check flight was bliss! The nervous delight of a 15
year old kid lined up on Latrobe Valley airfield runway
30 with no-one in the right-hand seat returned, as did
the elation of a pair of 21 year old feet framing a slowly
shrinking Spring Hill. Only this time, a distant muscle
memory flowed though me. I experienced that feeling
of confidence and oneness with the air that only comes
from hundreds of hours of airtime, albeit earned in a
now foggy past.
So what’s different? Everything and nothing. The
experience of flying these beautiful aircraft is exactly
the same. The camaraderie, cliques, friendly rivalry
between disciplines, searches for new sites and new
records are all exactly the same. However, there are
differences and they are staggering.
Firstly, the equipment: Technology is now a real
enabler. We now have better forecasting and real time
weather information – no more driving to a hill where it
is ‘over the back’ or planning for XC on a day that turns

First time at Stanwell with a Moyes XT 165, circa 1994
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Renaissance Man
4500ft over Spring Hill, 2012

Orographic cloud over Lake George, circa 1995

Looking back at Spring Hill, 2013

Over Radar Hill – now
called Binalong, circa 1995

Packing up my Moyes Mars 170 after the second high
glide, circa 1992

Team XTreme member Gung-ho at Lake George, circa 1995

Signature Team XTreme sunset sleddie: two lengths of tow
rope and a 6km paddock for a 2000ft tow, circa 1996

Team XTreme at Tawonga Gap: Blackie, Gung-ho, Sully,
Bungy, Bloggs (left to right), circa 1996
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out to be too stable. Our flight instruments now have
integrated GPS, total energy compensation, final glide
calculation and integrated digital speed rings. Gone are
the days of carrying a harness full of laminated maps
and gluing speed rings to our varios. The wings are
marvellous. I now fly a Moyes Litespeed. This wing has
a glide capability that was only theoretical in the ’90s.
At full VG, I can fly it as straight as an arrow pushing
at least 12:1 and at a speed approaching 100km/h
– yet with none of the oscillations and dutch rolling
that accompanied the bar-stuffing, full VG final dives
into goal back in the ’90s. Landings are easier than in
my old XT and the gear looks good! I cannot imagine
how the wonderful aesthetic of modern topless hang
gliders, perfectly matched to a streamlined harness, can
possibly be improved upon – but I’m sure it will.
People now film and publish all aspects of their
flying. GoPro, Contour HD and other video equipment
are ubiquitous, and there’s no need to tape massive
counterbalances to the opposite wing.
The type of flying is different too. The number of
people performing aerobatics and epic cross-country
flights has grown out of proportion to the growth in
participant numbers. Swoops, loops, spins – these are
now relatively commonplace at my local sites. Back then,
pilots rarely flew XC from our local sites of Spring Hill
and Lake George, now it happens pretty much every
flying day.
Similarly, aerotowing is now de rigueur for flatlands
competitions, where previously it was almost a sideshow

At Spring Hill, with Chop Lamont on PG, 2012

to the massive tangle of car-tow ropes criss-crossing
the Hay tow paddocks. This is reflected in the insane
distances now flown by our top pilots. Our own Jonny
Durand’s adventure with Dustin Martin last year is a
case in point.
A delightful counterpoint to all of this is the
resurgence of gooning. A few of us used to muck about
with Moyes Mars and Gyro gliders on low dunes at
Stanwell, Kurnell and Budgewoi, but not remotely the
numbers we see today. We have our manufacturers to
thank for that.
But all said, it’s still about the flying. I’m glad – over
the moon in fact – to be back. Some of my old buddies
are still flying and I’ve managed to catch up with a few
of them – a few of the Moyes crowd even remember me.
Most of the people I fly with started in the sport some
time after I took my sabbatical, except Jonnny – I’m
pretty sure I remember a funny kid in his early teens
hanging around with his dad, Big Jon, up on Tamborine
during a Team XTreme hinterlands tour… I doubt he’d

remember us – a bunch of loud-mouths poncing around
launch only to be summarily outflown by him and his
ol’ man!
And so I reflect on my renaissance years, my new
beginning. I’m flying less frequently, but harder and
with greater ambition than I ever did before. My flights
are further, longer and higher. Maybe it’s the equipment;
maybe it’s maturity and over a decade of visualisation,
but I feel like the Steve Austin of hang gliding – stronger,
faster and better than before. Indeed, only a week prior
to writing this I launched from Lake George, and flew
what might have been something of a record for a late
autumn flight. I’ll continue to fly hard through winter
and spring and look forward to the first bullets of
summer as I ready myself for my first competition in 15
years – Forbes. It will be nice to sweat, freeze, sweat
and dive myself into goal once more. This time instead of
being the last, it will be the first of many more to come.
See you in the air, and thanks for having me back.

Lake George from the eastern shore, 2013

Sunset at Spring Hill, 2013
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Dalby Aerotow Course
8 to 10 June 2013

Walt Nielsen on his way

Dean Watson waiting on the dolly

Dalby 2013 – Thanks for the Memories

If you want to maximise your flying time, increase your odds of
a personal best XC flight or maybe just want to enjoy flying in a
different environment, then aerotowing could be just the thing
you are looking for.
by Adrian Fox

Smokey towing Adrian Fox

Follow that tug
Photos: Dean Watson

A

fter seeing the guns towing at the Worlds at Forbes and other events and sites, I came to the conclusion that
this could be the answer I was looking for. You see, we have had pretty ordinary flying conditions over the last
couple of years and I have had just about enough of endless sled rides from the local sites and have been
looking for a more reliable way to get into the sky with a better chance of staying there.
Aerotowing seemed the perfect solution and my search began for someone who could teach me the necessary
skills to gain my endorsement. After a good look around, it seemed the only options for training were interstate in
either NSW or, even further afield, in Victoria. I live in Queensland, and due to a lack of time and the added worry that
even if I did travel the distance interstate, the weather gods could and most probably would have another one of their
petulant fits and the whole plan would go down the toilet.
It seemed I would have to put off learning to tow until I was pleasantly surprised to find out that Ken Hill of South
East Queensland Hang Gliding was putting together an aerotow course to be held at the Dalby Hang Gliding Club over
the Queen’s Birthday long weekend.
It turned out there were eight other pilots keen to learn aerotowing as well – this was great news indeed.
In order to get everyone up to speed and to understand the theory behind aerotowing before we all went to Dalby
for the practical side, Ken held a theory night. It was a well organised session, the theory was covered in depth and
everyone’s questions were answered clearly. We also had the opportunity to study a selection of videos that clearly
illustrated certain techniques and issues.

Dean Watson over Dalby

Our Dalby crew

Photo: Viv Clements

Finally, the long weekend arrived and I set off for
Dalby. It was a three-hour trip, courtesy of plenty of
roadworks, providing me with a little too much time to
think through the possibilities of the course.
I don’t know about the other pilots on the course,
but I was pretty nervous by the time I got to the Dalby
club hangar. We’ve all heard horror stories of lockouts
and have seen too many youtube videos of near misses,
lucky escapes and epic fails…
As it turned out, the weather in Dalby was clear.
However, it was considered just a bit too windy for our
first tows. Slightly disappointed, we all watched the
clouds streeting up nicely and stretching away towards
Chinchilla for as far as the eye could see. How good was
this, I thought… The potential was very clear: learn to
tow and maybe bag a decent XC flight as well. Of course
you have to learn to walk before you can run!
It was decided to wait until the afternoon, when
the wind was expected to abate, to start our first tows
and our time was put to good use going through some
more theory and learning how to properly tie and test
our weak links on the rig in the hangar. We also had the
benefit of some excellent advice and tips from the tug
pilots Bruce Crerar and Smokey, and also from Big Trev
Purcell, Blaino and Tony there to help with the course.
Later that afternoon we all rigged and began to move
down to the tow area at the airfield once the wind had
settled at a safe level. We had two dragonflies and three
dollies at our disposal and Jerry had also brought his
own dolly, modified for supine towing.

My First Tow

I was one of the last to get to the staging area which
somehow translated into me being the first to be towed.
I didn’t mind too much, but was still a bit nervous. I got
settled on the dolly and listened carefully to some last
minute tips from Big Trev. (Trev’s advice over the course
proved to be invaluable.)
Once the bridle was hooked up to the tow line, it
was time to get serious… This was really happening,
Set up in front of Dalby hangar
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Photo: Viv Clements

Viv Clements getting on the dolly
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y flying career has notched up 30 years this year with many of these years spend teaching the sport of
hang gliding and meeting some terrific people along the way. The guys who made the trek out to Dalby
are no exception.
This group of nine pilots helped me remember why I love this sport so much! I have always been reluctant to
do aerotow courses for a number of reasons. However, the Dalby course has helped reassure my confidence in
our tow systems. It naturally helps if the pilots have their flying skills sorted before attending and it certainly
helps to have experienced tow and tug pilots run it. This we have at Dalby, thanks to Bruce, Annie, Smokey, Blaino,
Big Trev and Tony.
We had terrific weather conditions for first time aerotowing which made for a safe, fun weekend for all who
attended and 100 plus tows safely performed. Congratulations to all nine who obtained their aerotow rating. I
look forward to see you back at Dalby in the future. Safe towing!
Ken Hill

nerves were forgotten as the tension was taken up and
I checked the wind direction was good and all was clear
for launch . It was now up to me to make the call.
With Bruce’s advice, “When you’re on that line, go
to work,” still ringing in my ears, I called ‘go go go’. In
an instant the Dragonfly’s engine roared and the dolly
began to move, slowly at first, then picking up speed
surprisingly quickly. I felt the glider begin to fly – just
a bit more airspeed and I could release from the dolly. I
wanted to avoid taking off from it too soon. In another
few metres I released and my glider leapt from the dolly
up to around 20ft from the ground. At the same time I
punched through the dust cloud raised by the Dragonfly,
making sure I held the bar in enough so the Dragonfly
could get off the runway safely and rise up to meet me.
In almost no time the tug had gained altitude and we
were now climbing smoothly into the sky. Gradually we
gained enough altitude to get clear of the 200ft high
danger zone. At this point I relaxed just a little. The thing
I feared the most, a lockout, was now less of an issue.
Keeping in line with the tug is no easy business,
you really have to work at staying in the tug’s mirrors.
It proved to be quite a busy time of making lots of
adjustments to speed and course. I found that small
corrections were the most effective as the tug rose and
fell in front of me.
As we gained even more altitude the tug began to
make a turn, oh bugger I thought, this just adds a whole
new level of complexity to things. It feels quite different
to normal flying and you have to be very wary of not

making too wide or too tight an arc behind the tug. Its
a bit like being towed behind a speed boat but with the
added difficulty of a vertical component. If you turn too
tight the line goes slack and you catch up to the tug with
the additional risk of getting too low and into the prop
wash, too wide and you can adversely affect the tugs
handling and path through the air plus you run the risk
of getting too high or or finding yourself in a lockout
situation into the bargain. Well at least for my first tow
It was a relatively gentle turn to follow, I managed to
follow it around somewhat roughly. It was more like a
series of flat sides rather than a smooth arc.
All to soon we reached the top of the tow and the tug
pilot waved me off. I pulled on a little more speed and
grabbed the release. In an instant I was free and the tug
dived away towards the airstrip. Wow I thought, that
was intense ! I had been focussing so hard on staying in
line with the tug that I hadn’t even been keeping track of
where I was in relation to the airfield. I quickly checked

Jonathon Smouha on the dolly
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Above the airport

Dalby Aerotow Course
8 to 10 June 2013
my position and had a good scan around for any other
aircraft. I had been towed well upwind of the airfield and
the wind at that height was quite strong. It was going to
be a quick trip back to the tow strip.
A short time later, I was on landing approach and
managed a perfect no-step landing. What a blast! I was
pumped and eager to get onto the dolly again. I had only
done one tow, but I was hooked – I could clearly see the
enormous potential of this launch method.
Whilst waiting, I got the chance to watch some of
the others doing their first tows. They all did really
well, there were no scary moments or serious problems
although each pilot had their own learning curve to
follow. Every one of them got away from the dolly cleanly
and followed the Dragonfly smoothly up.
By this time some of the others were landing back at
the side of the tow area – the huge grins on their faces
were telling the story.
Whenever tug pilots Bruce and Smokey landed for
their next tow, they would relay comments on how the
previous pilot performed back to Ken and Big Trev who
then passed these on to the relevant pilot. It was a good

system that helped every
one of us to improve our
skills quickly. Due to our
afternoon start on the
first day, most of the
pilots managed to get
three tows done before
the fading light stopped
play for the day.
All of us gathered at The end of the day
the hangar for a debrief
and a quick discussion of
how the next day would proceed. Given how well the
first day had gone, it was going to take a while for the
grins to wear off everyone’s faces. As for me, I couldn’t
wait to get back on the dolly for another tow and going
by the comments from the other pilots the feeling was
mutual. Later that evening we all went to one of the local
hotels for a feed and to do our theory exam. All pilots
passed the theory exam with flying colours.
Day 2 started early, the wind was lighter, but the
cloud cover greater, this proved to be good for all the

Big Trev assists Dan Svenson on dolly before Dan heads
off behind Smokey

Adrian Fox getting ready and leaving the dolly
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Last tow of the day

other pilots on the course. These guys know what pilots
want and need, and they go about it with a minimum of
fuss, mixed with a large dose of humour.
So, if you are interested in learning to aerotow, I
can highly recommend this course. If you are already
endorsed, but haven’t been to Dalby, what are you
waiting for? Just load up your gear and get out there.

You can find videos from the course under
‘parallaxax’ account at [www.youtube.com/
watch?v=RPdRgucvU2g&feature=c4-overview&list=U
UBasEupUjFxjFSkPsDxKKzg] and [www.youtube.com/
watch?v=eY0uN8L5JnM&feature=c4-overview&list=U
UBasEupUjFxjFSkPsDxKKzg].

Photos: Dean Watson
Billy Miller Mcleod landing

pilots as conditions were not likely to get too thermic
as the day progressed, allowing us all to complete our
remaining tows for our endorsement.
Before towing started we had a briefing followed by
Q&A for any concerns or issues. The day progressed well
for all pilots on the course. Again, the tug pilots were
very happy with the performance of each pilot as was
Ken, the instructor.
Big Trev and Tony tirelessly chased the tow line,
hooked each pilot up and saw them safely on their
way. Later in the day, after many tows,
conditions started to get a little more
active and a few of us were hoping to
finish the day with a small cross-country,
however, this was not to be as conditions
softened again as the day was running out.
By late afternoon all pilots had
completed their tows and all of us had
passed.
In summary, I was very impressed with
a number of things about this course and
the club at Dalby. Firstly, how well the
course was run – everyone’s questions and
issues, if any, were addressed and dealt
with in a professional manner. Safety was
treated as a priority, not just a word .
Secondly, the great advice, tips and
humour from the tug pilots, Bruce and
Smokey, and also from Big Trev and Blaino.
Finally, I must note the Dalby club –
they have a great facility at the Dalby
airport and it is run by some great people.
I felt really welcome there, as did all the
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News

Product News

Notice of VHPA Annual General Meeting
Our AGM will be held on Tuesday, 20
August 2013, 7:30pm at the Retreat Hotel
Abbotsford VIC 3067.

Stuart McClure – OAM Recognition

As part of the Queen’s Birthday Awards,
Stuart McClure – long-term President of
SAHGA – was awarded a ‘Medal (OAM) in the
General Division for services to hang gliding’.
(No mention of paragliding, microlights and powered
variants of these, but I guess the award needed a short
title). Now at over 15 years and counting, Stuart has
been President of SAHGA longer than anyone else.
Perhaps little known outside of SA, Stuart is one
of those without whose efforts we couldn’t all fly
the way we do. Amongst other achievements, Stuart
set up SAHGA’s on-line presence – see [http://sites.
google.com/site/sahpgahome/]. Stuart also was a
major contributor in setting up a written agreement
allowing us to continue to fly from hills after wind farm
construction on them. Also, Stuart was the main contact
point for the media and for free-flying visitors to SA over
many years – and all of this as a volunteer.
More info on the Queen’s Birthday Honours can be
found at [www.itsanhonour.gov.au/] and [www.smh.
com.au/national/queens-birthday-honours-list-201320130609-2nyam.htm].
Pete Bolton, Vice-President, SAHGA

HGFA AGM 2013
Notice of Meeting
Date: Saturday, 21 September 2013
Venue: Hotel Kurrajong
Address: 8 National Circuit
Barton ACT 2600 CANBERRA
Phone: (02) 6234 4444
Time: 10:00am
HGFA Office Manager
paramotor, which helped him learn how to find and use
thermals to stay in the air as long as possible. In 2010,
he organised a winch and returned to paragliding, flying
several big triangles and 325km on his Gin Tribe XS the
following year.

Go Pro compatible handheld tripod from Quik Pod

Quik Pod releases the DSLR/POV and the Explorer II – two
all-round applicable handheld tripods.
With a variety of compatible adapters for GoPro,
Smartphone, Digicam and DSLR cameras, taking pictures
turns into an experience with new dimensions. Within
seconds, the Quik Pod can be extended to its maximum
without twisting. The pod does not necessarily have to
be fixed in the middle of the camera.
The Quik Pod has a built-in mirror for selfpositioning, a quick release adapter, a rubberised grip
handle, stainless steel screws and meets ASTMB117/
ISO 9227 Salt Water Standards turning into an essential
companion in the air or for outdoor activities. Info:
[www.basisrausch.ch] or <kick@basisrausch.ch>.
Danny, Basisrausch GmbH

the back and pockets under the
webbing so zip ties can be used if
desired. These can be fitted with
a manual or a manual/automatic
inflation unit depending on a pilot’s
preference.
The two-piece also has the
security of two separate flotation
units and one unit uses the
same size CO2 canister found in a
standard life jacket, so with two
there is buckets of flotation. I call
this the 2Bsure system.
Production will start soon,
so anyone wanting to pre-order,
please let me know as I received
large demand from the UK for these
units, but can make extra ones
to keep our local pilots safe and,
hopefully, avoid tragic results from
water landings in the future.
Cost will be as low as I can make
it – I am more concerned by safety. Expected retail of $240 for the pair, contact
[www.powerfloat.com.au] or 0418 753220.
Ben Darke

412km on a Gin Tribe!

On 20 June 2013, Ukrainian pilot Mike GoncharovGoryanskiy flew 412km on a Gin Tribe. This is the longest
ever flight in Europe—congratulations, Mike!
On his previous best flight of 325km in 2011, Mike
dreamed of catching a glimpse of the sea of Azov, but
it was not visible through the ground haze. This time,
he not only saw the sea, he landed next to it and went
for a swim!
Mike started paragliding in 2007, making short
flights with a winch. The following year he bought a

His latest 412km flight was the first flight in Europe
over 400km. The 8.5 hour flight was achieved at an
average speed of about 50km/h and with a maximum
height of 3000m. The plains of Ukraine are ideal for long
XC flights and we look forward to even longer flights in
the future!
Team Gin

The Australian National PPG Fly-in: Pico Club Milbrulong 2013 – 12 to 15 September 2013

PG and HG Flotation System

After the success of the flotation system I make for
paramotors, I have been motivated to develop a flotation
system for PG and tandem PGs that can be mounted on
the shoulder straps or the harness in various locations
depending on the harness design and reserve bridal
location. It is also designed to fit on the uprights of a
hang glider.
The two-piece system is streamlined and has a few
options for mounting, including webbing on the ends
that can be attached with a buckle, Velcro straps on

In its 16th year, this event has gone from strength to strength. Starting with only three pilots in 1998 (Jeff
Hoffman, Frank Fontyne and myself) it has grown to become the largest gathering of all things PPG.
It is ‘the’ place-to-be for aspiring pilots, sticky beaks, experienced pilots and world champions.
A family friendly event, with meals provided, firewood aplenty for tall stories around the campfire,
socialising and rubbing shoulders with the famous and not so famous, plenty of camaraderie and above all…
loads of wide, open space for uninterrupted flying and excellent launch areas and facilities.
For the novice pilots, this is a safe flying environment with safety officers and duty pilots on roster
providing assistance when needed. For the more experienced pilots there will be cross-country trips with
refuelling organised, pylon races and much more.
The location is as always, Milbrulong, south of Wagga Wagga in NSW. Jeff Hoffman has again got one of
his paddocks allocated and there will be launch opportunities in all wind directions.
Camping is the go at the Milbrulong footy oval, with hot showers and amenities. A large community hall
is available for the demonstration of all things new in PPG with many representatives and manufacturers
displaying the latest and greatest in ‘must have’ PPG gear.
So, if you are interested in this sport, you need to pencil this event into your diary and come along to the
Australian National PPG Fly-In, Pico Club, Milbrulong 2013.
For more information visit [www.thepico.com.au] and visit the ‘Upcoming Events’ page.
Jos Weemaes
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Apco Force SP (Sport) – New High End Reflex PM Wing
The original Force opened a new era. Paramotoring became easier, safer and much
more enjoyable. APCO pioneered well-balanced reflex wings where performance
was at the top, but nothing compromised safety, flight behaviour and the friendly
nature of the wing. We continue to offer Force as part of our current range.
Following market feedback, the time was right for a different interpretation
of the perfect package a pilot desires: A crisp, rigid wing with direct, immediate
handling, cutting the air effortlessly and turning with great precision was needed.
The answer is Force SP, born from Force, a sporty version, tuned for extra joy.
Same amazing launch and stability, same well-built, robust chute, same highly
recognisable design dressed in new colours. On top of this, the Force SP generates
excitement for anyone who wants a ‘spiced up’ Force. The design brief was to inject
NRG (our latest, successful comp wing) genes into the Force to create a new blend
– Force with NRG flavour. There will always be different pilots, different tastes and
now we can cater for all. Force SP comes in sizes S and M, L will follow. In-house test
flight sequence (as per LTF 23/05 Part 4.3 paramotor certification requirements)
was successfully completed.
Force SP uses three rows of bottom lines, reducing overall line length and drag.
Unsheathed Dyneema and Vectran lines further minimalise drag. For bottom gallery
sheathed lines are used. The Force SP is designed for agility, combined with stability
and performance, fast cruising over long distances while retaining comfortable,
relaxing feel with no need for pilot intervention – a classic blend of performance,
aimed at XC flying, handling rough air with minimum pilot input, exceptionally easy
to launch and land, allowing for equally low take-off speed and faultless flare. The
legendary stability of Force and its ability to independently float overhead at launch
are also passed onto Force SP.
APCO
August | September 2013
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Advance of Switzerland have just released the highly
awaited new Epsilon 7 after over two years of constant
development, dozens of prototypes and multiple
consumer field tests.
Certified as a regular EN-B in all sizes, the new glider
is safe and easy to fly and not a ‘too hot to handle’ high
end EN-B despite its top end performance. The design
is entirely new, not a re-work of a previous model or
de-tuned higher level wing. The Epsilon 7 is the first
in its class to achieve a 10:1 glide. A pure three-riser
design, it uses only two-line levels to significantly
reduce drag. In what must be an industry first, it has
less aspect ratio and span than previous models. A fresh
look at the relationship between span and line length, a
new generation profile and lighter canopy produced a
more compact wing with less inertia. The result is higher

safety with direct, precise handling not seen in this class.
Over 1200 Epsilon 7s were pre-ordered before its
release – an industry record. This attests to Advance’s
reputation of releasing gliders only once they achieve
their own rigorous standards and not succumbing to
commercial pressures.
The glider is up to 2kg lighter than before and comes
delivered with the new design lighter Comfortpack2
and in five new colour schemes with full custom colours
optional. Four sizes cover pilots all up weights from 60
to 130k,g with good overlaps so that everyone can find
a size to suit. Extended weight ranges (+15kg), still with
regular certification, allow pilots to fly more dynamically
in stronger winds and to learn acro manoeuvres with
safety. Each size has matched risers and brake handles
making it easier for groundhandling and big ears.

Events Calendar

News
Advance Epsilon 7 EN-B – First With 10:1 Glide!

The C risers also have a handy speed vs performance
scale ‘SPI’ (Speed Performance Indicator) printed on
them for use with the highly efficient and easy to push
accelerator system. This ‘speed to fly’ feature takes
the guess work out of speedbar positions and enables
pilots to maximise their glide in various headwind, sink
and thermal conditions thereby improving their XC skills.
Production, materials and finish quality are
recognised as the highest in the industry from wing
right down to the ruck-sac and carbon speedbar. The
Epsilon 7 is suited to a variety of pilots: confident
ex-school; as a next glider for those moving up from an
EN-A; recreational weekend pilots from older LTF1-2s
who desire the latest in the category and pilots stepping
down from ‘too hot to handle’ high end EN-Bs or Cs
expecting greater passive safety without compromising
performance for XCs.
For more information and test flights contact the
importer Manilla Paragliding, Godfrey Wenness on 02
67856545 or <godfrey@flymanilla.com>. For more see
[www.advance.ch].
Godfrey Wenness

Flyte Park Varios

Big Trev’s Tiny Varios are pleased to announce Flyte
Parks range of small, compact but very efficient varios.
For detailed information go to [www.flytepark.com].
Nanovario – Tiny Size, Big Sound
The Nanovario is a super compact,
high-resolution audio vario with a
long lasting battery. Turn it on and
fly, or pick from 16 pressets. Up to
140 hours flying time. Size 35mm by 35mm.
Microvario – Epic Battery Life
Nanovario’s big brother, identical to the Nanovario, but
with a larger capacity battery. Get up to 280 hours of
flying time. Size 35mm by 60mm.
Microvario Pro
– Very Smart
Same high-resolution sensor and
big sound as Microvario and Nanovario
with logging and USB.
Select from one of three fully-configurable flight
profiles, rechargeable. Size 35mm by 60mm.
Available from Big Trev’s <bigtrevstinyvarios@
bigpond.com> or call 0417 563826.
Trevor Purcell

Join´T 3 – Skywalk Tandem certified EN/LTF-B!
The new Join`T 3 is equipped with a considerably expanded weight range of 130 to 225kg. Thanks to the very low
canopy weight, the glider climbs effortlessly, providing a relaxing experience for pilot and passenger. Still, there are
robust materials implemented in discrete places, guaranteeing a long product life.
Rigid Foil elements made from unbreakable plastic form the leading edge already on the ground, assuring quick,
even inflation. After a surprisingly short launch path you are in the air and the direct handling is immediately
pleasingly noticeable. A new brake gathering system allows for less steering pressure and makes the Join´T 3 the
fun-glider of the tandems. The Join`T 3 impresses with a clearly arranged line concept, clever detailed solutions as
well as excellent performance in the thermals. The clean flare and low landing speed, realised with Skywalk Jet Flap
Technology, round off the total package.
Due to the high demand, Skywalk is planning a smaller version of the tandem. More info at [www.skywalk.info]
or <info@skywalk.org>.
Manfred Kistler, Skywalk
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National PPG Fly-in 2013 – Pico Club
Milbrulong, NSW. In its 16th year, this event has become the
largest gathering of all things PPG. Family friendly, with meals
provided, firewood aplenty for tall stories around the campfire,
camaraderie and loads of wide, open space for uninterrupted
flying and excellent launch areas and facilities. For the novice
pilots, this is a safe flying environment with safety officers
and duty pilots on roster providing assistance when needed.
For the more experienced pilots there will be XC trips with
refuelling organised, pylon races and more. The location, as
always, is Milbrulong, south of Wagga Wagga in NSW. Jeff
Hoffman has again one of his paddocks allocated and there
will be launch opportunities in all wind directions. Camping is
at the Milbrulong footy oval, with hot showers and amenities.
A large community hall is available for demonstrations of all
things new in PPG with representatives and manufacturers
displaying the latest in gear. So, pencil this event into your
diary and get on your way. For more information visit [www.
thepico.com.au] and visit the ‘Upcoming Events’ page.

HGFA Annual General Meeting
Venue: Hotel Kurrajong, 8 National Circuit Barton ACT 2600
Canberra, ph: 02 62344444, 10am start.

Canungra Classic

28 September to 5 October 2013
AA event. Venue: Mt Tamborine and Beechmont launches,
Canungra, QLD. Organiser: Gabor Sipos <g_ssipos@yahoo.com.
au>, 0402 826969, Canungra Hang Gliding Club [www.chgc.
asn.au].

October
Thermalling & XC Skills Clinic
19 to 21 October 2013

Canungra, Qld, preceding the Canungra Cup. Run by Brian Webb
<brian@2tofly.com>, 0417 530 972 or Skype: brianmwebb.
See [www.2tofly.com/txc1.htm].

XC & Advanced Skills Clinic
22 to 25 October 2013

Canungra, Qld, preceding the Canungra Cup. Run by Brian Webb
<brian@2tofly.com>, 0417 530 972 or Skype: brianmwebb.
See [www.2tofly.com/csc2.htm].

Canungra Cup 2013

26 October to 2 November 2013
AAA, FAI Cat 2 event. Great weather, great tasks and fun
stress-free flying. Mentoring scheme for pilots new to comps.
Nightly events and, of course, the legendary retrieve service
included. It’s Australia’s favourite comp. Organiser: Dave
Gibbs <djgibbs67@gmail.com>, event website [www.
canungracup.org].

Forbes
Big Spring
Floater Comp

5 to 7 October 2013

Canungra Classic
Photo: Haydn Kemmery
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December

12 to 15 September 2013

Saturday, 21 September 2013

Skywalk Chili3-XXS

For very light, yet equally ambitious pilots, the Chili3XXS is first choice with a weight range of 55 to 75kg.
The development team of Alex Höllwarth once again
chose a complex path, but was still able to achieve the
same aspect ratio as for Chili’s big brothers. Hence, the
performance spectrum of the XXS is extraordinarily
good with more room to play before stall and comparably
moderate collapse behaviour remains the same.
Even the smallest Chili is EN/LTF-B certified without
the use of folding lines. Enthusiastic pilots looking to
rack up kilometres should fly the Chili3 in the upper third
of the weight range where the pilot can experience the
full performance potential of the wing in every respect.
More information under [www.skywalk.info] or
<info@skywalk.org>.
Skywalk

2013

by the Moyes Team) at the Forbes Aeroclub. Vegetarian
options available and daily ground school on thermalling
techniques, XC flying and competition strategies. More at
[www.warrenwindsports.com.au/events].

Three days of fun
spring flying are
planned this coming Labour Day weekend (Fri-Mon) at the
renowned Forbes Airstrip! This will be a single-surface HG
competition, supported with daily ground-school guidance
and strategies from Curt Warren and team. The educational
& friendly competition format will be: XC racing, with remote
FAI scoring provided by ‘Billo’. There will also be a spot landing
contest. Cost $150, includes three BBQ dinners (cooked

The Distance Freeflight Project
10 to 19 December 2013

Outback Australia. A team of four free-flight pilots (two
HG, two PG) will team up on a common mission: to go the
distance! Chasing l-o-n-g distance XC flights, they’ll either
be foot-launching from regional hills, or truck-towing using
the Warren Windsports pay-out winch. Once airborne, only
thermal updrafts and good decisions will keep them aloft. The
entire crew will be prepared for big drives, tricky retrieves, hot
hikes, late nights and hopefully unpowered flights lasting for
9+ hours and hundreds of kilometers, for individual distance
records, or possibly a new Australian distance record. The
Distance Team pilots are Adrian Laing (PG), Dave May (HG),
Stephan Guilbert (PG), Curt Warren (HG). More at: [www.
warrenwindsports.com.au/events/distance].

2014

February
Manilla XC Camp
1 to 8 February 2014

Mt Borah, Manilla, Australia. A FREE event for XC pilots of all
levels. This may become a round of the XC Open World Series
at a later date. Informal flight distances are scored using one
of the online systems (your choice) or your straight line Open
Distance off your GPS. Come for as many days as you like, fly
as far as you can, fly with and learn from some of the best XC
pilots. Many pilots (of all levels) achieve PBs in Manilla each
year. Mt Borah has four huge astro-turfed launches for nearly
all wind directions, easy landings and was developed for the
2007 Worlds. The Manilla area offers some of the world’s
safest XC flying for all pilot levels, from novice to expert,
with some thermalling experience. Daily weather briefings
by Godfrey Wenness, tips and trick sessions, campfire
discussions, regular day prizes and scoring updates in all
classes (Fun/Sport/Serial). Pilots with Open Class gliders are
welcome to attend but won’t be scored. Camping ($7/
night, $9/night powered) and cabins available on site,
new cafe and licensed bar, two camp kitchens, BBQ,
swimming pool. Contact: <godfrey@flymanilla.com>. Book
your holidays now for a great week of XC flying!

SIV Courses with Jocky Sanderson
SIV 1: 24 to 27 February 2014

Briefing for Course at 1900 on 23 February. For more
information on SIV & XC courses & bookings/availabilty,
contact <Roger@skyoutparagliding.com> or
<Jocky@JockySanderson.com>.

March
SIV Courses with Jocky Sanderson
SIV 2 + XC Flatlands: 1 to 11 March 2014

First time offered in Australia. Briefing for course at 1900 on
the 28 February.

SIV 3: 13 to 16 March 2014

Briefing for course at 1900 on 12 March.
For more information on SIV & XC courses & bookings/
availabilty, contact <Roger@skyoutparagliding.com> or
<Jocky@JockySanderson.com>.
SKYSAILOR
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When Things Go Wrong
– The Importance Of Giving Yourself Options

It was the Anzac weekend and southeast Queensland was
having the best weather in a long time.

So there I was, preparing myself for a long and
expensive return trip, when I realised that I had landed
close to Couran Cove, just across on the other side of
the island.
After packing up my wing, I started to walk along
the only road on the island. It stretches about two
kilometres from Couran Cove resort on the eastern side,
to the beach on the western side and is even a sealed
road. After walking just 500m with the 42kg motor on
my back I thought, ‘Bugger that! I’ll leave my gear here
and come back with a vehicle to pick everything up.’
After a short walk, I arrived at the resort reception and
explained my situation. The concierge asked a security
staff member to take a golf buggy and accompany me to
pick up my gear. Off we went.
After loading the motor and canopy, I got dropped
off at the marina to wait for the ferry. The next one
was two hours away, so I had plenty of time for coffee.
When the ferry finally docked, I loaded all my gear
on – $12 was the fee for the crossing (bargain!) With
curious onlookers asking questions about the sport, I
happily obliged, “It’s a great sport, when your equipment
works!”
The crossing to Runaway Bay marina took only 20
minutes. I had already phoned Greig Dawson, who picked
me up and kindly drove me and my gear back to my car
at The Spit.
Incidentally, Greig had bombed out on South Strady
just three weeks earlier in similar circumstances. His
engine just packed in, but he unfortunately had to slug
through the bush and sand to get out.

Stranded on the beach

Photo: Craig Lathwood

I arrived back home at 1pm and started pulling the
motor apart. The culprit was a hole in the piston from
overheating.
We use machines and machines can fail. That is why,
when flying, it’s wise to always have options ‘just in
case’. Although South Strady is a wonderful place to fly,
don’t bomb out there, unless you’re near Couran Cove!

by Roger Ranty

South Stradbroke island, looking north – my two wing men
Bombing-out in style. Having a coffee at
Couran Cove Resort while waiting for the ferry

E

The culprit: a big hole in the piston
and heat mark on head cylinder
Photos: Roger Ranty
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arly on a Sunday morning, a couple of friends – Craig Lathwood, Keegan Walker – and myself turned up at The
Spit (a sandy landmass consisting mostly of public parkland near Seaworld) for a flight that would take us north
over South Stradbroke island to Jumpinpin. It’s about a 60km round trip. When you fly ‘South Strady’ there are
always things to see: dolphins, stingrays, sharks, whales... Once airborne, you’ve got to get some height to cross
the bar onto South Stradbroke Island. Then you fly along deserted beaches on the ocean side of the island. South
Stradbroke Island is covered in forest and mangroves. Jumpinpin is situated at the northern tip of the island and is
an open sandy space with dunes.
Craig was in the lead and I was keeping pace with Keegan on his slower wing, while we made our way north. Thirty
minutes into the flight I climbed to about 500ft as I made my way to the western side of the island where there are
few areas to land. I remember my instructor, Phil Hystek, drum into me, “Scan for areas to land and have the altitude
to glide there if you have to bomb out.” My paramotor instructor, Andrew Polidano, stressed the same, “When flying
over ‘tiger country’ get some altitude and look for possible landing options – just in case.”
At 500ft on the western side of the island, I decided after a while to head back towards Keegan who was cruising
along the beach. I had just about crossed the island when the engine died. I made a quick radio call, “Engine out!
engine out!” I looked straight ahead where the beach was in easy gliding distance, I picked the widest part of Sandy
Beach and focused on that landing spot.
My approach was a bit hair-raising as the canopy was all over the place due to turbulence generated by the
westerly wind, however, I managed to keep it under control and landed without problems and heard Keegan over the
radio saying, “Perfect landing.”
I unstrapped myself and proceeded to check the motor to find out why it had stopped. Nothing seemed out of
the ordinary, so I pulled on the cord to restart. It felt like there was nothing on the other side of that cord and I knew
straight away, I must have done a piston or ring. It then dawned on me that my flight was over and the return trip
was about to start. I radioed the boys to go ahead with their flight as they could not help me from that point on.
The few unlucky pilots who have bombed out on South Strady will tell you that it is quite an adventure to get back
to your car. Firstly, if you land on the beach on the eastern side of the island where the surf is, you have to cross to
the western, protected side where you will find most of the boats. To cross the island, you need to follow small tracks
through dense vegetation and soft sand. Once on the other side, if no one is able or willing to take you and your gear
back to The Spit, you can call a ‘water taxi’ for a healthy bill of somewhere around $150.
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South Stradbroke island
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Sports Aviation
Forum Report
by Greg Lowry, HGFA President

I

n June this year CASA requested my attendance at the
sports aviation forum held at Bankstown, NSW. I noted
some interesting information and some very important
changes coming in the not so distant future. Other RAAOs’
presidents attended and shared some of their wisdom, to
assist others in not reinventing the wheel.
The forum was held over two days and I used this
time to further the HGFA needs and requests and also
help a few others in Sports Aviation experiencing similar
issues to those we had already resolved. I also had
meetings with CASA officials over specific HGFA issues
and being given a few ‘strong pieces of advice’ on HGFA
operations.
This article is a short summary of all the sessions
presented. Full notes from all presentations will be
posted on our website once they become available. The
CASA advice occurred on the last day.
1. At the RAAO closed meeting before the forum
it was agreed to meet in Sydney on 8 August.
Majority of delegate funding will be requested to be
covered by CASA. This is to discuss and formulate a
framework for M.O.U. compliances around part 149.
Part 149 is the only option to move forward for more
appropriate legislation and regulation. We need to
let Steve Crocker know if HGFA will send a rep. I
think we should, as this group will provide us with
the templates to make the changes when part 149
comes into effect.
2. Opening: 19 Sports Aviation fatalities in the last six
months, 80% of these in RAAus and HGFA. This is the
highest number in over 10 years.
3. Dr Jonathan Aleck ADAS CASA – Self Administration
and RAAOs: He is a supporter of self-administration,
has a Discussion Paper to be considered on 10
essential features of a good self-administrator. Part
149 was written to address many of these features
and will remove the existing CASA alternate pathway
for people who are not happy with their RAA.

Attendees
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a. An options paper is about to come out on what
services should remain with the RAA, the extended
part 149 consultation will have repatriation as an
option. CASA does not want this. CASA currently
believes if there is only one organisation for the
RAAO then they should provide the service for all
who wish to engage in the activity.
b. Insurance can be a problem for RAAOs – as
delegates under part 149 RAAOs may be captured
by some form of insurance under CAAP ADMIN 1,
this is currently still being reviewed.
c. Organisation models must be adequate to deliver
the safety requirements.
d. The administrators of the RAAO must be
competent to carry out the safety obligations.
If not, CASA can and will bring into question the
competence of the organisation. DEED, support
and legal supports can be withheld.
4. Ashleigh Fitness – no fatalities for over 20 years.
Focus on incidents and look at human factor
analysis (manual, mental, organisational, etc.). Use
a defined incident analysis of all inci/accidents.
Human Factors Accident Classification System is the
current publication used by GA. A survey conducted
of members on inci/accidents looked at causal and
common factors. Top two were physical environment
and instructor influence. Develop a coding taxonomy
for their incident database.
5. CASA Technical – Mick Poole: Requirements come
from CAOs, regulations, rules and laws. CASA want to
know how we do this. Examples are instruments and
exemptions. Tech manuals and procedures manuals
help to meet this compliance. Any changes must
be approved after changes have been made and in
place before being enacted. This is subject to audit.
It is important that RAAOs are up to date with
these manuals prior to part 149 implementation.
Management Procedures Manual can cover some
of these requirements.
Maintenance, certification
and re-certification of
aircraft and equipment
needs to be included in
the Technical Manuals.
Anita from GFA raised the
question of a disparity
between CASA requirements
for documentation and
providing the guidelines and
support to be able to keep
these manuals compliant.
Verbal agreements keep
changing. CASA are making
these changes to make it
easier for the RAAO to make
the change to 149. There will

be a consultation phase for the RAAOs to be brought
over to 149. From the floor: we need documented
processes on both sides to make sure everyone
understands their obligations.
6. Process driven safety and organisational management – Steve Crocker: AWAL, Manuals integration.
a. SMS vs QMS similar, but SMS safety satisfaction
and QMS customer satisfaction. SMS should
include both. Safety management is a core
function and as important as finance.
b. A balance has to be achieved between safety cost
and productivity cost.
c. SMS processes are documented outside other
processes due to historical factors. It should be
embedded as part of the whole.
d. Since 1980s little change in process and little
change in percentage of incidents
e. Earlier, mechanical failure was a major concern, now
human factors comprise majority of causal effects.
f. Work Health and Safety – October 2012: New act
increases level of responsibility and with it accountability.
g. Best outcome: Identify human factors, integration,
rather than segregation of documentation.
h. Build in evolution for review and renew.
i. Develop a self-audit system to assess the organisation.
j. R AAOs need to develop a generic sport
organisation manual NOW.
7. Safety Systems Office – John Thynne: Research into safety
a. State Safety Program
b. Safety Assurance Functions – Safety oversight,
data collection, analysis and exchange – not
just data, but information (organisational) and
knowledge (individual uptake) as well.
c. Data sources – Accidents and incidents, industry
reports, surveillance findings, industry surveys.
d. Use of data – ATSB and CASA both require data to be
divulged – undertaking to not prosecute from this data.
e. Safety Analysis – This is needed to enable an
effective safety education program. CASA are
offering to do this for RAAOs.
f. Review of fatal events: Human factors, training, low
level flight, mechanical/technical/test flights were
the areas that had greatest contributory cause.
g. SMS reporting tools available from CASA – to align
RAAOs safety databases. There needs to be a core
set of data fields for CASA to assimilate the data
and a common taxonomy developed.
h. 	CASA Systems Risks Based Surveillance – a method
of reviewing safety maturity of an organisation.
i. 	Management responsibility, identifies deficiencies,
identifies where more action is needed.
ii. Allows prioritisation of surveillance, enables
targeted surveillance and provides assurance
that all is as safe as possible (or not).
iii. Focus is placed on the system through a;
manage and execute cycle.
iv. Management of organisation – Assess, Review,
Prepare
v. All findings must be evidence based.
vi. Performance indicator the first step.
8. Corporate Governance – Brian Hunter SAAA:
Concerns relationships between administration and
members. Combines laws, regs, relationships to
attract members. Managers perform to give most
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for resources gained. Associations are under many
laws – civil, criminal, tax and aviation. There are
common complaints from members and the public.
These can be minimised through adhering to good
governance procedures, ie: the Sports Aviation Self
Administration Handbook. This is the main tool to
look at a just culture and fair, transparent and open
governance. Need to foster new board members
and provide appropriate induction to ensure they
understand their obligations and responsibilities.
Accountability of the board and its responsibility
to members. Legal compliance is upheld, with
clear values in an honest, fair and open culture –
remains within process! Requires conflict of interest
disclosure – a need to be careful of board members
or their family members being paid for services.
Accountability via open communication. Dealing with
complaints impartially.
9. Organisational Assurance – Lee Ungerman: Relates
to the likelihood planned objectives will be achieved
with acceptable residual risk. Level of assumed risk is
reliant of effectiveness of system organisation. Good
governance is how an organisation demonstrates it
is effectively controlled.

2.

3.

Greg Lowry HGFA presentation

Day 2

1. H GFA Change Culture – Greg Lowry: It takes a long
time to implement system-wide change. Needs to
be done from bottom, with inclusivity to foster
ownership. Documentation needs to be aligned with
proposed practice, impetus can come from trigger
events such as fatalities. Hidden culture of noncompliance may give short term advantage for some,
but ultimately it moves organisations to collapse or
non-functionality. Denial and lack of responsibility
to move an organisation towards a safety first
culture will make the organisation vulnerable to over
regulation. It is better to acknowledge the issues to
be addressed and move towards fixing them from
within to maintain organisational control. Starting
with newbies is a good beginning, but instructors
need to be brought on board either willingly or
with pressured compliance. Use of renewed safety
agreements at every level to prompt enculturation
of pilot responsibility – this worked with scuba
diving as a good practice and reduced incidents by
half with an increase in 400% of members. Q&A
suggestions: On media policy – have a switchable
area on website with high def photos and footage of
all disciplines. Statements included on some common
accident causes, plus where accidents statements
would be posted. Brisbane Airport Corporation used
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4.

5.

this to train the media to look there first before
hassling the organisation.
Ballooning – Bob Cook: Human factors involved in
ballooning acci/incidents. Factors broader than
previously thought. Powerlines are an issue, glare
a contributing factor. Fatality in Egypt – lessons
learnt about better use of handling lines. The line
ruptured the gas hose causing the rig to catch on
fire. All balloons now have ground lines attached
outside the basket.
Adam Anastasi (CASA Legal) – Procedures for
organisational delegation. Only GFA have this, but
more will become evident as part 149 comes into
effect. Organisations can apply for delegation to
CASA. Delegation allows for some regulatory powers
to be given to the organisation. CASA does not do
this often. Detailed and comprehensive procedures
must be demonstrated. This includes appropriate
qualifications, training, policy and record keeping.
Must be audited, registered personnel, validated
currency. Once a delegation has been given the RAAO
are subject to administrative law. The RAAO must
not apply this power improperly or be misapplied
outside the scope of the delegation – principles
of natural justice must be evident. To avoid legal
error, processes should include how, power is to
be exercised, legislative elements, relevant
considerations. Checklists and templates are a good
idea. Request from the floor: CASA Legal to provide
some of these templates. Reply: These need to be
established prior to delegation being applied for.
AAT review – reasonable steps must be taken to
give stakeholders notice of change. Requires an
internal review process within a defined time frame.
CASA Legal are willing to take on a prosecutorial
process if the discipline authority of an organisation
is insufficient to deal with the noncompliance. CASA
Legal have agreed to re-open the STARSKY case. The
letter HGFA sent to CASA CEO caused a review. CASA
Legal stated that on review it should have been
dealt with more appropriately as the HGFA had done
all they could under their organisational authority.
The pilot had further transgressed outside the
HGFA’s disciplinary authority. CASA was obligated
to reopen the case. CASA are going to proceed with
a recommendation of further prosecution to the DPP.
SAAA Risk Management tool – Mark Rowe: All risks
on a checklist form that is on a rating scale (type
of gap analysis?). Surveillance protocol primarily
being used to look at certification and registration
requirements in aircraft. Another is being developed
for pilots and facilities. It provides a graphic
representation of risk factors for aircraft, pilot and
facility (looks like a radar screen). Will be developed
as a tool for self-reflection and review. Makes up an
integral part of their data collection and CASA audit
compliance. Menus are drop down choice to assist
input. It auto generates the numerical rating and
graph presentation. Would be a very good tool for
self-assessment of facilities and school. This data is
collated and forwarded to CASA.
Questions and action item – Lee Ungermann and
Kevin Scrimshaw: Last year four action items:

a. Move the RAAO meeting to the morning as the
first agenda item. Not sure this was best – move
it to end of first day.
b. Review consultation over ramp check forms.
c. Exposition draft structure for 149. Cannot be
done until current is valid, 9/10ths there. Draft is
coming soon for review.
d. Principles of surveillance documentation
New this year:
i. Common taxonomy of data
ii. Common Taxonomy and explanation guidelines
for delegations
iii. Common fields for SMS reporting systems.
iv. Common terminology for use during
investigations
6. Fatalities and safety actions – APF Brad Turner: Aim
is to have zero fatalities. Over 20 years, fatalities are
at 2.6%pa. SMS has been reviewed and revamped.
Improved regulatory doctrine forces compliance for
improved safety. Their national conference is an
opportunity for review and change. Reporting of
acci/incidents, a statement of fact, is published
within seven days. A comprehensive report with
analysis and recommendations follows as soon as
the investigation is complete. Maintain an active
cooperation with authorities to assist in any inquiry.
Institute a demerit points system for noncompliance
– too many points invokes fines and ultimately a
loss of instructor license. Using Facebook as an
information dissemination tool has become a great
checking tool as members post breaches on the
page. This provides evidence to discipline members
to reduce risk.
7. Lee Ungerman requests we change the Ops Manual
for PPG. CASA want a 300ft floor unless specific
written permission from the landowner is held to
engage in low level flight. This low level flight cannot
place the public at risk. This is consistent with the
CASA approved risk assessment on wheeled PPG.
If we do not do this, CASA have stated they will
rewrite the CAOs to remove all power (PPG, PHG, PPC,
WPPG) from 95.8 and move powered operations to
either 95.10 or 95.34 (rewritten also). This would
institute a floor of 300ft or 500ft, with defined
registration processes and radio requirements as
applicable to the new CAO. Lee will be sending
written confirmation of this. This is a direct result
of complaints received in the past and pilot activity
immediately prior to the Bribie Island fatality. These
complaints and operation of the aircraft on the day
were all in regard to unapproved close proximity
to the public. From the recent CASA WA visit – a
meeting was held but it was disconcerting that
few of the pilots understood basic air regulations
and basic navigation. It was encouraging that pilots
wanted to gain the knowledge and upskill their
navigation and airworthiness. The WA CASA officer
has been asked to assist in closing their information
gap. Specifics: Requests for greater understanding
of circuits, upskilling of cross-country navigation,
how to tell where they are when they fly (crosscountry basics), air traffic and separation rules.
Many of the basics had been forgotten or not fully
understood in their training.
SKYSAILOR
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The Evolution To A ‘Safety First’
Culture Within The HGFA

➲➲ I will ensure that the equipment I am using is safe
and airworthy.
➲➲ I will conduct an uninterrupted pre-flight check on
my equipment immediately prior to take off.
➲➲ I will actively participate in on-site safety briefings.
➲➲ I will maintain a log book of my flight activities as
stipulated within the Operations Manual.

Tranche 3:

In the past three months, the
HGFA has been witness to
eight serious incidents and
six fatalities. Whilst our sport
is no stranger to injury, and
sadly death, we must continue
to develop and strive to make
safety awareness central to
membership of the HGFA.
by Grant Cassar, on behalf of the
HGFA Committee of Management

Is to develop a better feedback mechanism to track and
measure performance against Safety First principles.
Reporting must become commonplace within
training institutions, clubs and associations. This is not
to be seen as a punishment system, but rather as part
of safety management and quality management within a
continuous improvement system.
This will involve asking all pilots who complete a
training package to provide independent feedback of
the training they received and highlighting any perceived
weaknesses they observed or equally any examples of
excellence they observed. This will also be extended
to people who don’t complete training for whatever
reason. Additionally, there will also be an opportunity
for others not completing a training package, to
highlight deficiencies or excellence at the School, Club
or Association level through the HGFA website. For those

that are technologically challenged, the ability to do the
same by post and phone will also be maintained.

Tranche 4:

We will develop and introduce a mechanism to recognise
and reward excellence in the performance of safety.
This recognition system will publically acknowledge
the great work being delivered in training institutions
and clubs that actively promote a Safety First culture
and who proactively strive to make our sport more
safety conscious.
This will be judged through a combination of
analysing the statistics received from the Safety
Management System, the Incident Reporting system and
the feedback received by students completing training,
along with any other feedback received from the HGFA
membership. The aim is to highlight and publically

Hazards

promote those institutions, clubs and association that
are at the leading edge and actively working towards
establishing a Safety First culture within the HGFA.
The CoM is firmly committed to elevating Safety
as the highest priority and first responsibility of
every HGFA member. Regardless of whether you fly a
paraglider, hang glider or a weightshift microlight, you
have a responsibility to be on the look-out for unsafe
equipment and unsafe practices. Where this equipment
or practice is identified to not be safe we must ACT and
we must INTERVENE.
It may be your identification of an issue and your
willingness to intervene in that series of small failures
that saves a life and is the difference between a great
day’s flying and a tragedy.
Don’t be the one for whom all the holes in the cheese
line up! Safety First.

Accident

Safety – the primary concern

W

e must be constantly on the look out for unsafe
equipment and unsafe practices, and where
it’s identified, we must have the courage to
ACT and INTERVENE. We all understand that catastrophe
usually does not come as a single large failure, but rather
as a series of small failures which remain unchecked and
eventually lead to catastrophe. Risk identification and
risk reduction must become commonplace within the
HGFA. This article explains what the HGFA is doing to
create a Safety First culture, so that we can all continue
to enjoy our version of the greatest sport on the planet.
The Committee of Management (CoM) is firmly of
the opinion that the first and foremost responsibility
of every HGFA member, regardless of their particular
aviation discipline, is the safety of pilots and the safety
of the public. We believe wholeheartedly that the HGFA’s
highest priority must be to develop and reinforce a
Safety First culture within the HGFA and this should be
done above all other things.
In light of the fatalities we have witnessed recently
within the paragliding, paramotoring and hang gliding
communities, it seems appropriate for the HGFA CoM
to review the rules, policies and procedures that exist
to ensure that HGFA flight training and HGFA flying
operations are as safe as they can be. The CoM has
poured over all the rules and regulations within both
the HGFA governing documents and relevant CASA
publications. We have compared them against other,
similar organisations that are recognised as providing
best practice on Safety Management and Safety Culture.
We have come to the conclusion that we do have
a comprehensive and proper legislative framework;
appropriate regulation, governance and procedural
mechanisms. All of this information is delivered as part
of the HGFA training syllabi and is contained within the
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education standards which are already in place within
the HGFA.
While the CoM believes we have pretty good
procedures in place, we also believe there is room for
improvement. The CoM has agreed that the HGFA could
improve upon the current incident reporting system and
can improve on the frequency in which we talk about
and safety within the organisation. The CoM believes we
can elevate the priority of safety awareness and modify
the HGFA culture to one that actively encourages a
Safety First approach. We have developed a four tranche
process to introduce small but critical changes to the
way we think and act about safety within the HGFA.

Tranche 1:

It is everyone’s responsibility to make a valuable
contribution to the safety of all pilots.
The introduction of the new Safety Management
System is central to that development. Regardless of
what we do as a HGFA member, whether we are a
supervised pilot or a CFI, we are all equal when it comes
to safety responsibility – we are all in this together. It is
everyone’s responsibility to make a valuable contribution
to the safety of all pilots. This includes reporting of
incidents and accidents so that appropriate data can
be collected.
It is not enough to just look at the statistics – we
need to analyse the information to determine if there
are common causes, mechanical flaws or practices that
can identified and changed to prevent similar accidents
happening again. CASA is seeking this data, as are
we, not to punish pilots but to save lives. CASA has
given assurances about their intent and by collecting
depersonalised data they are definitely not pursuing
a prosecutorial culture, but a safe one. There will be
an increased level of attention placed on schools and

instructors to report all incidents and accidents and
to develop a culture in their students to continue this
practice after completing their training. This comes
from active role modelling. Those schools which actively
engage in the Safety Management System will be
recognised and promoted in the system.

HGFA WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses

Tranche 2:

We will create a Safety First culture within the HGFA.
We will remind all members, new and old, that safety is
our highest priority and we require every member of the
HGFA to commit annually to progressing the safety first
principles within the HGFA.
To this end, the intent is for all new pilots undertaking
training to sign a safety commitment as part of their
application to undertake training at the flight school.
Each subsequent year, when pilots apply to renew their
licences, pilots will need to sign the Safety Commitment
in the same way we currently confirm hours flown in
conjunction with the renewal or re-issue of their license.
In this way, we will remind every pilot annually, of his or
her personal responsibility towards safety and reinforce
safe practices within the HGFA.
All pilots will be asked to recommit to Safety First
principles each year, from the time they enter HGFA as
trainees, right through to when they become Chief Flying
Instructors. Some of the proposed principles are listed
below, with more being developed with the Safety and
Operations Committee:
➲➲ I will report all accidents and incidents as required by
the HGFA Operations Manual.
➲➲ I will operate within the regulations as set by CASA
or the HGFA Operations Manual.
➲➲ I will ensure that I am familiar with current safety
systems and procedures, including local site specifics.
August | September 2013

Two-day courses covering
Line Maintenance requirements
for Weightshift Microlights,
including two-stroke and
four-stroke Rotax engines.
Classroom and practical
instruction for up to 8 people
per course.

Please contact Kev MacNally
on <kmacnally@bigpond.com>
with your details, if you
would like to be added to
our waiting list.
Have more than 8 people
interested? Contact me for
details of a seminar for up
to 20 people.

Venues still required for 2013/14 courses.
August | September 2013
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PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA <sahga.
exec@gmail.com>. Pres: Stuart McClure
0428 100796; Sec/Trs: Rob Woodward
0408 808436.

Tasmanian HG & PG Association

All clubs please check details in this section carefully

Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs.

All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs

All correspondence, including
changes of address, membership renewals, short term
memberships, rating forms
and other administrative
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, & 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager
John Twomey & 0417 644633

<manager.operations@hgfa.asn.au>.
➲➲ For information about site ratings, sites
and other local matters, contact the appro
priate State associations, region or club.

HGFA Committee
of Management
Pres: Greg Lowry <president@hgfa.asn.au>
<greg.lowry@hgfa.asn.au> & 0400 759105.
V-Pres: Brian Webb <vicepresident@hgfa.
asn.au> <brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au> & 0417
530972.
Sec: Sun Nickerson <secretary@hgfa.asn.au>
<sun.nickerson@hgfa.asn.au> & 0466 399850.
Trs: <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au>.
Alex Jones <alex.jones@hgfa.asn.au>.
Brett Coupland <brett.coupland@hgfa.asn.au>.
Lee Scott <lee.scott@hgfa.asn.au>.
Matthew Fox <matthew.fox@hgfa.asn.au>.
Peter Allen <peter.allen@hgfa.asn.au>.
Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>

States

HGFA

Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required
to be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if
confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where no current forms or
confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken as having expired.

Regions
ACT HG & PG Association

LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT
0200; [www.acthpa.org]. Pres:
Alistair Dickie <alnrelly@gmail.
com> 0422 970408; V-Pres: Nic
Welbourn <nic@corinbank.com>;
Trs: Alun Mills <almills@iinet.
net.au>; Sec: Zhenshi van der Klooster
<zhenshi@mac.com>; Committee: Howard
Taylor <howardtaylor.ad@gmail.com>; Steve
Foggett <steve.foggett@homemail.com.au>;
Meetings: 1st Tue/month 7.30pm Canberra
Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.

PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South 0417 930
142 <ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres:
Grant Bond 0432 963595 <grantbond006@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec: Peter Kovesi 0432 629
315 <pk@peterkovesi.com>; Trs: Greg Lowry
0400 759105 <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; Club
Reps: Simon Shuttleworth (Albany), Mark Wild
(Sky Pirates), Mike Duffy (Western Soarers),
Rick Williams (Hill Flyers), Mark Stokoe (Dust
Devils); Non-Club Rep: Chris Bennet.

Victorian HG & PG Association

PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au]. Pres: Rob van der Klooster 0408 335
559 <president@vhpa.org.au>; Sec: Stephen
Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@vhpa.
org.au>; Trs: Stephen Leake 0409 553401
<treasurer@vhpa.org.au; SO: Kevin Grosser
0419 022225 <safetyofficer@vhpa.org.au;
Site Dev. Officer: Mark Pike 0408 801356
<mark.pike@baesystems.com>; Committee:
Brian Webb 0417 530972 <brianmwebb@
alpineinfotech.com.au>; Jan Bennewitz (Web
master) 0423 139923 <jan.bennewitz@
gmail.com>; Anthony Meechan 0407 163796
<meeks65@yahoo.com.au>; Nigel Streeter
<nstreeter@bigpond.com>.

New South Wales
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.

[bmhgc.blogspot.com] Pres: Kacper
Jankowski <KJankowski@ccia.
unsw.edu.au>; V-Pres: Gregor Forbes
0421 376680 <forbesy@virgin
broadband.com.au>; Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696677 <revant01@
yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Allan Bush (HG SSO)
<bethandallan@bigpond.com>,
0407
814524; Comps: Mark Stewart (PG SO)
<artik_mark@yahoo.com.au>, 0421 596345,
Comp: 2nd & last Sunday of each month.
Meetings: Contact committee.

Central Coast Sky Surfers

PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Ray Firth
<president@nswhpa.org>; V-Pres/PO: Nir
Eshed <Vice-President@nswhpa.org>; Sec:
Sherree Adams <Secretary@nswhpa.org>;
Trs: Graeme Cran <treasurer@nswhpa.org>;
Committee: Brett Coupland, Tony Dennis,
Chris Clements, Ralf Gittfried, Dawson Brown,
David Holmes.

PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: Rod Burke
0401 923923 <president@centralcoast
skysurfers.com>; V-Pres: Javier Alvarez 0418
116681 <vice president@centralcoastsky
surfers.com>; Sec: Geoff Bednal 0418 468
065 <secretary@centralcoastskysurfers.
com>; Trs: Andrew Burchell 0403 772563
<treasurer@centralcoast>skysurfers.com>,
SSOs: Javier Alvarez 0418 116681 <media@
centralcoastskysurfers.com>, John Harriott
0412 442705 <nationalparks-liaison@
centralcoastskysurfers.com>. Meetings: 1st
Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club, Ilya
Ave, Erina.

North Queensland State Association

Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association

PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <flying@cairnshang
glidingclub. org>; V-Pres: Daniel Keech 0427
888893 <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs:
Tracey Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881,
0418 963796 <info@azurephotography.
com>; PG rep: Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association

PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding
queensland.com>.
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PO Box 268, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, [www.
thpa.org.au]. Pres: Keith Wales 0407 516845
<giligan42@hotmail.co.uk>; V-Pres: Ramon
Brasnja 0419 652693 <beatclepto@hotmail.
com>; Sec/Trs: Rob Steane 0418 146137
<robsteane@netspace.net.au>.

Clubs

Contacts

South Australian HG/PG/ML Association

6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486 <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.

PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond
Sparkes 0433 917011; V-Pres: Andrew Swan
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1
@bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club

[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
Porter 0415 920444 <Michael.Porter@ap.
jll.com>; V-Pres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491
150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Inc.

Pres: Stephen Robertson 0457 123102;
V-Pres: Krizzo Becker 0420 479008; Sec/Trs:
Paul Cox 0421 072897.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.

PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02
67856545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>, V-Pres/
Sec: Darryl Gledden 0408 281454; Trs: Bob Smith
0428 317735 <bobskisan@gmail.com>, SSOs:
Mark Russell 0434 895185 (HG), Willi Ewig 02
67697771 <skyranch@gmx.net> (WM), SO:
Gaynor Shoeman (PG).

Mid North Coast Flyers Inc

11 Grenadines Way, Bonny Hills NSW 2445
<www.midnorthcoastflyers.com.au>. Pres:
Derek Lotter 0410 640519 <derek.lotter@
gmail.com>; V-Pres: Lincoln Streatfield 0416
174527, Sec/Trs: Liz Moore 0409 360062.
SSO: Chris Rogers 02 65555178. Site info:
Derek Lotter 0410 640519 or Chris Rogers
0407 918099.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club

93 Wommara Ave, Belmont Nth NSW 2280;
[www.nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dawson Brown
0429 675475 <president@nhgc.asn.
au>; V-Pres: Gary Herman 0401 772289
<vicepresident@nhgc.asn.au>; Sec: James
Pallas <secretary@nhgc.asn.au>; Trs: Allan
McMillan 0400 637070 <treasurer@nhgc.
asn.au>; SOs: Coastal–Tony Barton 0412
607815, Inland–Scott Barrett 0425 847208,
John O’Donohue 02 49549084, PG–James
Thompson 02 49468680; Newsletter: David
Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@nhgc.asn.
au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm
South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.

Newcastle Paragliding Club

Pres: Robert Lackner 0407 934808; Sec:
Andrew Burchell 0403 772563; Trs: Joshua
Ludwick; SSO: James Thompson 0418
686199 <jamesfly@gmail.com>. Meetings:
Last Tue/month, 7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.

Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc

Pres: Ray Firth 0425 314735 <rayfirth@gmail.
com>; V-Pres: Michael Lamb 0422 611318
<lamykiwi@optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Gregory
Evans 0422 688491 <evans100@optusnet.
com.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor 0434 882834
<alan@2t4l.com>; SSO: Doug Sole 0412
728959 <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>.

Northern Rivers HG & PG Club

PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net]. Pres: Andrew Polidano 0442
8666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>; V-Pres:
Brian Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@
optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Gavin Hartel; Trs:
James McEwan 0437 368999 < nrhgpgc@
gmail.com>; PR: Jan Smith 0438 876929
<jansmith.cloudnine@gmail.com>; Web:
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Raven Dover Sites: Peter Wagner 0431 120
942, Col Rushton 0428 751379 <colin.
rushton@bigpond.com>; SSO (PG): Lindsay
Wooten 0427 210993 <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): Andrew Polidano
0428 666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>.
Meetings: 2nd Fri/month, 7pm, Tyagarah
airstrip, south hangar.

NSW Sky Hawks

Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres: Tony Dennis 0418
574068 <fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: William
Olive 0412 423133 <William.Olive@hne
health.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: John Jablonskis
0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>.

The Pico Club (National Paramotor Club)

<info@azurephotography.com.au>; Trs: Daniel
Keech <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Committee:
Ted Powell, Brod Osborne, Joe Reyes.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Rod Flockhart 0412 882639
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Ken Hill
0418 188655 <vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>;
Sec: Mark Kropp 0416 181915 <secretary@
chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Hana Krajcova 0424 257
381 <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Grants Officer:
Matt Cage 0410 589800; SSO PG: Phil Hystek
0418 155317, 07 55434000 (h), Brandon
O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc

[www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Adrian Clarke
<Adrian@helsbells.com.au>; V-Pres: Justin
Shaw <jkshaw@gmail.com>; Sec: Simon Wills
<swillsy@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Andrew
McCarthy <natmarks@tpg.com.au>; PO: Jeff
Hoffmann; SO: Mike Forwood; Web: Andrew
Shipley <andrewshipley@netspace.net.au>.

C/O Keppel Bay Marina 3 Waterline Way,
Rosslyn QLD 4703. Pres/Sec: Shayne
Towers-Hammond <shayne.16@hotmail.
com> 0434 544148; V-Pres: Jonathan Glass
<sansabina@gmail.com> 0408 186716;
Trs: Fraser Strain <fdstrain@bigpond.net.
au> 0439 696699; SSO: Jean-Luc Lejaille
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com> 0418 754157.

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.

PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508, [www.
flystanwell.com]; Pres/Trs: Peter Ffrench
0403 076149 <president@flystanwell.com>
<treasurer@flystanwell.com>; V-Pres: Fred
Smeaton 0402 808031; Sec: Mark Mitsos
0408 864083 <secretary@flystanwell.
com>; SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083
<SSO@flystanwell.com>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club

[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au] <shgc
@live.com.au>. Pres: Lynette Black <lynette
black@hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Vicki Cain
<moyes@moyes.com.au>; Sec: Bruce Wynne
<bwynne@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: John Selby
<johnselby@idx.com.au>; SSO: Doug Sole; SO:
Ken Stothard. Meetings: Juniors@the Junction,
Anzac Pde, Maroubra, 8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.org]. Pres: Brett Coupland 0409
162616 <brett@ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres:
David Holmes 0417 322658 <ny_studios@
hotmail.com>; Sec: Kirsten Seeto <kirsten.
flys@gmail.com>; Trs: Nico Hundling 0488
096418 <nicohundling@gmail.com>; Committee: Trevor Morrow 0414 997857 <trevorm
@australismusic.com.au>, Rohan Taylor 0425
268080 <rohantaylor@yahoo.com>, Sherree
Adams, Hume Winzar 0408 190321 <winzar
@gmail.com>, Georges Magnan 0412 062
602 <georges.magnan@molnlycke.com>;
SSO: Sandy Thomson 0419 250220 <sandy
thomson1@bigpond.com>. Meeting: Harbord
Bowling Club, Bennett St, Freshwater, 7pm
1st Tue/month (except January).

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club

50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563 <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662 <trike@tpg.com.au>.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Vanessa Spark <maxi
dog6@bigpond.com>; Sec: Tracey Hayes
August | September 2013

’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: James
Lowe 0418 963315 <j.lowe@cqu.edu.au>;
Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699 <jaw12@
bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 0427 177
237 <jonathon.a.wall@team.telstra.com>;
SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 07 49387607.
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Conondale Cross-Country Club

[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Shane
Gingell 0417 619167 <fly@SEQparagliding.
com>; V-Pres: James Barr 0400 774153
<jimmibarr@gmail.com>; Sec: Brett Jensen 0417
792840 <jeno72au@yahoo.com>; Trs: Dave Todd
0400 774153 <Chameleon076@gmail.com>.

Dalby Hang Gliding Club

13 Cottman St, Buderim QLD 4556. Pres: Bruce
Crerar <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; Sec/Trs:
Annie Crerar 0418 711821 <annie.bruce@
bigpond.com>; SSO: Bruce Crerar.

Fly Killarney Inc.

Pres/SSO: Lindsay Wootten 0427 210993
<lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>; V-Pres:
Dave Gibbs 0429 775554 <davegibbsuphi@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec: Paul McCullough
<plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Sonya Fardell,
0415 156256 <s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.

Pres: Ben Darke 0418 753220 <ben@water
bed.com.au>; Sec: Brett Paull 0435 203153
<101airbourne@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar
07 33327535 <grantcassar@iinet.net.au>.

Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581;
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: John
Vasta; V-Pres & SSO (HG): Dave Cookman
0427 498753; V-Pres (PG): Geoffrey Cole
0408 420808, 07 5455 4661; Trs: Mike
Edgson; Sec: Michael Powell; SSO (PG): JeanLuc Lejaille 0418 754157, 07 54863048.

Wicked Wings Toowoomba HG & PG Club

V-Pres: Adrian Palfrey 0408 341181
<adrianpalfrey@hotmail.com>; Trs: Craig
Dunn 0401 935562 <craigrdunn1@gmail.

com>; Sec: Sonya Fardell 0415 156256
<s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club

Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122 <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

Northern Territory
Alice Springs Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

Alice Springs NT 0870. Pres: Richard Binstead
0422 956967 <rbinstead@gmail.com>.

Victoria
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club

<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Peter
Hannah; SSO: Rob van der Klooster 0408
335559, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923.
Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue see [www.
dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dave Moore
0432 152101 <Dave.moore@gmail.com>;
Sec: Peter Cass 0422 246326 <P_J_Cass@
yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Noel Bear 0425
801813 <Treasurer@mhgc.asn.au>; SSO:
Peter Holloway 0408 526805 <Info@
freedomairsports.com.au>; Committee: Merv
Dannefaerd, Brad Howarth, Brett Huggan &
Johannes Straub. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month,
Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Rd, Hawthorn East
VIC 3123.

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club

Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo
252@gmail.com>; Sec: Bill Oates 0466 440
049 <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Committee:
Bill Brooks, Alex Morgan, John Seltin; SSO:
Karl Texler 0428 385144; Meetings: [nevhgcmembers-forum@googlegroups.com].

Skyhigh Paragliding Club

[www.skyhighparagliding.org]. Pres: Dario
Marini <pres@skyhighparagliding.org.au>;
V-Pres: Phil Lyng <vp@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Trs: Matthew Gruba <tres@
skyhighparagliding.org.au> 0418 332969;
Sec: Zumi Chiew <sec@skyhighparagliding.
org.au> 0407 418111; M’ship: Tanya Cross
<mem@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Nov
Rep: Peter Kemeny <nov@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Web: Romann Kudinoff <wm@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Safety: Alister
Johnson <so@skyhighparagliding.org.
au> 0418 323692; Committee: Stephen
McCulloch. Meetings: 1st Wed/month 7:30pm
Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
No meeting in Nov or Jan.

Southern Microlight Club

[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au]
Pres: Chris Bullen <president@southernmicro
lightclub.com.au>; V-Pres: Tony Batson <vicepresident@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>;
Sec: Steve Bell <secretary@southernmicro
lightclub.com.au>; Trs: Dean Marriott <treas
urer@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>;
Editor: Trevor Lane <trevor@teknological.
com.au>; Web: Steve Bell <web
master@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>.

Victorian Air Hogs

[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum:
[http://skypirates.freeforums.org/]. Club
for WSM, PPG & PHG pilots. Contact: Bohdan
Philippa <bohdan392@gmail.com>.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club

PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc.
org]. Pres: Phillip Campbell 0438 428569
<campbell.p@giant.net.au>; V-Pres: Greg
Beglehole 0419 889153 <greg@heating
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Nicky Shalders; Trs:
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860 <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp
0408 678734 <rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>; Site Committee Chairperson: Steve
Norman; Committee: James Wynd, Will
Faulkner. Meetings: Last Sat/month, The
Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia
Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.

Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 6051.
Pres: Colin Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@
bigpond.com>; V-Pres: Eric Metrot 0407 003
059 <tromes@bigpond.com>; Trs: Colin Brown
0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.com>;
Committee: Shelly Heinrich 0428 935462
<shellheinrich@hotmail.com>, Rod Merigan
0439 967971 <rmerigan@q-net.net.au>,
Clive Salvidge 0402 240038 <clive@iinet.net.
au>, Julien Menager 0423 829346 <Julien.
me@gmail.com>; SOs: John Carman, Nigel
Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild. Meetings: Last
Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne Park Bowling
Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.

[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Pres/SSO
Kalgoorlie: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.
net.au>, 0427 328638; Trs: Phil Clarkson <phil.
clarkson@hotmail.com.au>, 0405 144475;
Sec: Jarod Dashwood <jarod.dashwood@gmail.
com. SSO Perth: Mark Stokoe <wrx2002@
iinet.net.au>, 0414 932461.

Hill Flyers Club Inc.

<hillflyers@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary
Bennet 0412 611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls
0417 690386, Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397,
Dave Longman 08 93859469. Meetings held
on site during club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.

WA Sky Pirates (PPG)

Pres: Mark Wild <mwild@gastech.com.au>
0411 423923; Trs: Mark Hayton <mark.
hayton@riotinto.com> 0439 513465;
Sec: Kevin Hatten <kevinhatten@bigpond.
com> 0419 845509; SSOs: Mark Wild 0411
423923, Gordon McCabe 0407 776462.

Western Microlight Club Inc.

Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres:
Keith Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey
0428 504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408
949004.

Western Soarers

PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril
Eliopulos
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs:
Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs:
Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull,
Rick Williams, Michael Duffy. Meetings:
See [http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/
western_soarers/].
SKYSAILOR
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Schools & Maintenance

Victoria

Queensland

New South Wales

Western Australia
Australia Wide Services
Certified Paraglider
Repairer
Testing & Repairs
➲➲ Comprehensive testing
and repairs to all
paragliders
➲➲ Fully equipped service and
repair agents for: Advance,
Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin, Gradient, Mac Para,
Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, Paratech, Sky, Skywalk, Swing,
UP
➲➲ Full written report
➲➲ Harness repair and modifications
➲➲ Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
➲➲ Parachute repacking
➲➲ Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, New
Zealand and Asia
➲➲ Prompt turnaround

Rainbow Paragliding•APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders

<shop@paraglidingrainbow.com>

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best, our CFI
Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding Champion)
has been involved in paragliding since 1990 & instructing
for over 10 years.

Courses

➲➲ Introductory & HGFA licence course
➲➲ Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
➲➲ SIV courses
➲➲ Tow courses
➲➲ XC tandem flights
➲➲ Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.

See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
[www.activeflight.com.au]

➲➲ Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rain
bow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round,
60km cross-country flights have been achieved in winter!
➲➲ FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
➲➲ REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the
experts.
➲➲ INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the
knowledge.
➲➲ SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-in,
maintenance and repairs.
➲➲ YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]
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Australian National PPG Fly-in 2013

25

HGFA Document Map System

40

HGFA WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses

35

Manilla Paragliding – Ascent

3

Manilla Paragliding – Flying Accessories

27

Manilla Paragliding – Axess 3

17

Moyes Gliders

BC

Natalie’s Travel Insurance

11

Paragliding Headquarters – Compass

IFC

Paragliding Headquarters – Gradient

IFC

Paragliding Queensland – Paraglide NZ

9

For Sale: Successful HG, PG & ML Training
Facility Adventure Airsports*
Adventure Airsports

has operated on the spectacular
and popular and sought after hang
gliding and paragliding spot on the

Great Ocean Road since 1998.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>
[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

Advertising Index

Professional Paragliding

➲➲ Tandem Introductory Flights
➲➲ Paragliding Courses and Certifications
➲➲ Pilot Development Clinics
➲➲ Free Introduction course
➲➲ Tandem Endorsements
➲➲ Sales and Service

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd
Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au>
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]

It draws a Top 10 hit on Google
search and comes with full webpage
and email plus stock – new and
quality used. There are three FI’s in
paragliding ready to work for you
and a list of tandems already lined
up waiting to go.
We are Australia’s exclusive importers of the Mosquito powered harness
and an APCO dealership ready for you to take over as well as a DRIFT
cam dealership, plus more.
Any CFIs wanting to start a successful training facility or FIs almost ready for their
CFI would be at an advantage taking over this very successful business to operate
either here on the Great Ocean Road or to take anywhere in Australia. The school
has a momentum that you would not need to generate and will put you ahead of
the game. The webpage is currently down, but the hosting is fully paid for the year
and will be amended and put back once sold.
To discuss any interested enquiries please email

<office@adventureairsports.com.au>
Photo: Mario Eder
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Reserve Deployment

When a reserve parachute is deployed
during a paraglider flight, it is very
important – and especially so when it is
deployed at a low height – that while the
reserve is filling, the paraglider be gathered
in efficiently and rapidly, otherwise neither
apparatus will be flying efficiently and the
contest between them can have both plane
down rapidly; and if the pilot is in para
setting up a landing, a rapid face down
impact with the ground may result.

Clearances

Keep the required clearances from persons and terrain
in accordance with Australian Aviation Law and the
HGFA Operations Manual. If you do perform even semi
aerobatic manoeuvres, do this at 500ft or higher.
When flying hang gliders and paragliders with
power, a pilot has to manage not only the aircraft but
also the torque and changing thrust vectors which
effect control when manoeuvring. When you vary power
and thrust during a manoeuvre then you are really
asking for trouble.
I do not know anybody who has been flying hang
gliders who has not popped the nose or dropped a wing
tip when launching. Usually, pilots recover and fly away,
occasionally they ground loop back on to launch and
are not hurt, but there is always the risk that the pilot
may strike a hard object on launch or somewhere on
the slope below and suffer injury, serious injury or even
death. I know of three such instances that have caused
deaths since 1980. Those three pilots unluckily struck
their heads, two on tree stumps and the other on an
obstruction in a carpark behind launch; I knew the latter
and he was a world class pilot and a lovely young man.
Pay attention, learn and accumulate experience and
thereby skills and knowledge progressively in tiny steps,
do not be tentative, do not be overconfident, foolhardy
or rash. Safe flying is a mental activity requiring constant
decisionmaking and review.
Most of all, never show off or skite while in the air,
do not perform for an audience or cameras, it is a recipe
for your destruction.
LIVE in four dimensions.
John Twomey, HGFA Operations Manager

Coastal Cliffs and Water

It is best not to fly coastal cliffs. If you do
fly coastal cliffs with no bottom landing, it
is essential to continually reference the cliff
top edge to ensure you can avoid ending up
in the water. Never land in the water.
Just as you should visualise a practice
deployment of your parachute before you
fly, and also again after you are safely clear
of terrain following launch, you should also
visualise at times landing into a tree top
or into bushes some distance behind the
cliff top.
When I have flown coastal cliffs, I have done so only
for short sections and for short periods of time during
which I had been confident of the consistent wind
strength and direction, and then at all times I flew above
the cliff top and not out over the water.

PPG Equipment

Do not modify your equipment from factory settings
and configuration. The protective cage and the netting
surrounding the propeller of a PPG engine is designed to
keep parts of you and all of your lines out of contact with
the moving parts of the system. Never fly without the
protective netting. Never fly without your equipment in
good and airworthy condition.

HGFA Document Map Register has been
developed to create a version control
system for all HGFA Forms, Manuals, and
Syllabus, which will allow all to view
and access the HGFA documentation
structure. Due to recent Entry Control
Procedures placed by CASA, the HGFA
Document Map will assist in meeting
compliance obligations.
A single point of access to view the
HGFA Document Map Register and
forms are available on the HGFA
website location:

Photo: John Chapman

Hang Gliders & Equipment

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per issue will
be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by email <office@hgfa.
asn.au>, fax: 03 93367177 or post: 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042. The deadline is the 1st of the month, one
month prior to publication date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission of the
classified must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include your contact details (for
prospective buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verification) and the State under which you would like the classified
placed. (Note that the above does not apply to commercial operators. Instructors may place multiple classified entries, but
will be charged at usual advertising rates.)

Advertising Guidelines

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the maintenance requirements as
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should
always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of maintenance logs for the
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.
Dragonflies for sale:

The objective is to ensure the correct
Version Control is used at all times by
members, HGFA Instructors and HGFA
National Office.
Airborne Sting 175 XC, just over 100 hrs airtime, excellent
condition. C/w everything: spare DT, Stealth2 harness & chute,
Flytec vario, Delta Lubin helmet, Mckay radio gear, camera
mounts, even a new bag – $3200. Contact: & 0407 597080
(Glenden, QLD).

HGFA Office Manager

Firebird Ignition PG & Edel Balance Harness, $1100 ono. Contact:
& 02 60588549 (w) or 02 60713938 (h) for enquiries.
Gin Sprint, 27m2, high performance 1-2 intermediate glider.
Clover colour, 30 hrs, great condition. Gin Verso reversible
large airbag harness/rucksack with plate. Immaculate
condition. Speedbar, spare rucksack. Contact: Chris & 0417
662425 (VIC).

[www.hgfa.asn.au] – ‘Forms’

Current Version: v1.0 Feb 2012

Paragliders & Equipment

Moyes Dragonfly 2008, rego: 24-7053, yellow, 582 blue top
Rotax, centrifugal clutch, 1050 VLS BOS parachute, four-blade
Bolly prop, disc brakes, tow system, pannier bags, 20L fuel
tank – US$31,500.

Microlights & Equipment

General Classifieds

Secondhand books for sale: “The microlight pilot’s handbook”,
Brian Cosgrove, 6th Edition – $45, “Understanding the Sky”
by Dennis Pagen – $50, “Meteorology and Navigation for
the CASA PPL & CPL” – $50. Contact: & 02 66869195
(Ballina, NSW).

Poliglide

Accidents & Incidents
Summary of Fatalities 1998 to May 2013
by Phil Lyng

T

hose readers who’ve been around for a few years may remember a regular column titled ‘Accidents and
Incidents’ in the old Soaring magazine. The intention is to revive this column, in the hope that pilots may learn
from other’s mistakes and also to identify any unsafe trends or flaws in the way we operate. It would be nice
if every edition simply said ‘Nothing to report’.
To begin this column, we’ll present summary figures for the past few years. Subsequent editions will report
the most recent incidents.
Year
HG
PG
PPG WM
1998
2			
1
1999
0
0		
0
2000
3
1		
0
2001
1
0		
1
2002
1
1		
1
2003
1
1		
1
2004
2
1		
1
2005
3
1			
2006
1
1			
2007
3
2			
2008				
1
2009					
2010		
1		
1
2011
1
1		
1
2012
1			
2
2013
1
3
2		
Totals
20
13
2
10
Figure 1 – Fatalities 1998 to May 2013
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HGFA Document
Map System

Classifieds

Operations Manager’s Report

T

he six fatalities we have had among
our membership since Good Friday
have been very sad and deeply
regrettable. The deaths occurred in two
paragliding, two powered paragliding and
one hang gliding accident.
Details of these accidents will be
provided to the membership following each
Coronial Court finding. At this time I thank
those HGFA members, SSOs and CFIs who
answered my request and volunteered
their time to assist by investigating
these accidents, assisting my reporting
to CASA and the ATSB, and particularly
their assistance with advice to and the
preparation of written reports for the
various State Police forces investigators
who assist the State Coroners.
At this stage, I believe, some general
comments on aspects of paragliding and
hang gliding operations are of use.

Total
3
0
4
2
3
3
4
4
2
5
1
0
2
3
3
6
45

Airborne Outback XT-912 Tundra with Cruze wing, T2-6123.
Trike cover, wing cover, radio, headsets, helmets, training
bars. 280 hrs on sail & base, all in excellent condition.
$4100, based at Latrobe Airport, VIC. Contact: Trevor & 0422
474266 or <trevor@teknological.com.au>.

Although no trend is obvious, it is very disheartening
to see that there were six fatalities this past season.
The following table is an extract of reported
incidents from the IRIS System for the period August
2011 to March 2013. IRIS has now been replaced by the
new AIRS system.

Moyes Dragonfly 2010, serial #116, rego: 24-7690, 582 Rotax
engine, centrifugal clutch, tow system, pannier bags, six
instrument package (side mount), white imron colour, BRS
1050 VLS ballistic parachute (two years old), tow system,
150 hrs – US$34,000.

Moyes Dragonfly 2012, rego: 24-7691, white, BRS 1050
VLS parachute, six instrument panel, 582 blue top engine,
centrifugal clutch, pannier bags, disc brakes – US$35,000.

18
8
4
2
0
32

24
11
1
0
0
36

9
6
2
0
0
17

1
2
0
0
0
3

8
4
0
0
0
12

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

2
12
1
1
0
16

2
0
0
0
0
2

2 66
0 43
0 8
0 3
0 0
2 120

Figure 2 – Incidents and Accidents reported in IRIS
August 2011 to March 2013
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A primer for Supervised, Intermediate
& Advanced theory HGFA exams
[www.tiliquabooks.com.au]

Kangook.com

The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection
with prices. Contact: Ron & 0403 975041.

Discipline NSW VIC SEQLD NTHQLD SA NT TAS WA ACT OS
PG
HG
WM
PPG
PHG
Totals

A Handbook for Australian
Hang Glider & Paraglider Pilots

Airborne XT 912 Tourer, 2007 model, 480 hrs, Streak 3 wing,
excellent condition, Microair 760 VHF radio, helmets with lynx
headsets/intercom, Punkinhead covers, full service history –
$38,000. Contact: <kenj@jelfor.com.au> or & 0412 512457.

Concertina Bag

Moyes Dragonfly 2011, rego: 24-1253, rebuilt 2011, red
(new sails 2011), 582 blue top engine 700 hrs, 1050 VLS
parachute, five instrument package, fat tyres, disc brakes,
200 hrs – US$38,000. Contact: Bill Moyes & 02 93164644
or <bill@moyes.com.au>.

PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3
concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA
SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag,
[www.parasupply.com].

Press To Talk System

PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/
PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA
SUPPLY/PTT sys, [www.parasupply.com].

