109 Pilots Fly 31,000km in 7 Days • NSW Hang Gliding State Titles 2014 • Inaugural Portland PG Fly-In

‘Bulls-Eye’ a formation of two microlights high over
the Ningaloo Reef, Exmouth, Western Australia

Index

Photo: Gavin Penfold [www.ningaloomicrolights.com]

SkySailor Editorial Contributions
Official publication of the Hang Gliding Federation of Australia (HGFA)
The Hang Gliding Federation
of Australia is a member
of the Fédération
Aéronautique Internationale (FAI)
through the Australian Sport Aviation
Confederation (ASAC).

Credits

Cover:
Photo:
Design:
Editor:
Printing:
Mailing:

The contact points for HGFA members submitting to SkySailor are the
HGFA Editor/Graphic Designer and the HGFA Office. These contacts
should be used according to the directions below.

Editor/Graphic Designer

Suzy Gneist
Ph: 07 5445 7796
<skysailor@hgfa.asn.au>
Post to: 57 Alice Dixon Drive,
Flaxton QLD 4560

Articles
Mt Borah, NSW
Brooke Whatnall
Gneist Design
Suzy Gneist
CanPrint, Canberra ACT
CanPrint, Canberra ACT

Notice to Readers & Contributors

This magazine is a publication by the Hang Gliding Federation of
Australia (HGFA).
Contributions are always needed. Articles, photos and illus
trations are all welcome, although the editor and the HGFA Board
reserve the right to edit or delete contributions where necessary.
Materials of unknown origin won’t be published.
All contributions should be accompanied by the contributor’s
name, address and membership number for verification purposes.
Photographs can be submitted via email, web client, CD, DVD
or printed on gloss paper for scanning. Drawings, maps, cartoons,
diagrams, etc, should be in black ink on white paper or electronic
formats for colour. Lettering may be pencilled lightly but clearly on
the artwork, to be typeset.
Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those
of the HGFA nor the Editor’s. They are strictly the views of the
author/contributor.
Copyright in this publication is vested in the HGFA. Copyright
in articles and other contributions is vested in each of the authors/
photographers in respect of their contribution.
April | May 2014

HGFA Office & Sales

Ph: 03 9336 7155
Fax: 03 9336 7177
<office@hgfa.asn.au>
[www.hgfa.asn.au]
4c/60 Keilor Park Drive,
Keilor Park VIC 3042

HGFA members should submit articles to the HGFA Editor. Article text
is preferred by email to <skysailor@hgfa.asn.au> either as a Word
document or plain text file, photos can be uploaded via DropBox or
similar or sent via post to 57 Alice Dixon Drive, Flaxton QLD 4560,
either as print copies or high resolution JPGs or TIFs on CD/DVD.
Photos must be accompanied by full captions and photographer
names on a separate text file (.txt) on the CD/DVD.

Display Advertising

Commercial operators wishing to place a display advert should email
the Editor/Graphic Designer to receive a booking form and detailed
artwork specifications.

News, Letters to the Editor, New Products, Calendar Entries

HGFA members should send the above editorial items to the Editor,
as text in the body of an email to <skysailor@hgfa.asn.au>.

Classifieds, Club Executive & Member Updates

HGFA members should submit classifieds (secondhand gear for sale)
and changes of address details (whether for Club Executives or
individual members) to the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au>. See
the Classifieds section at end of this magazine for more details.

HGFA Website Contributions

Please email Club News to <clubnews@hgfa.asn.au> and Comp
News to <compnews@hgfa.asn.au>. The information is forwarded to
SkySailor and the maintainers of the HGFA website.

109 Pilots Fly 31,000km in 7 Days
2
NSW Hang Gliding State Titles 2014
8
Dreaming about Acro
12
SIV – First Experiences
14
Majestic Mountains, Steep Windless
Launches and Big Fat Thermals…
16
Flying New Zealand
17
Inaugural Portland PG Fly-In
22
Wow, What a Fly-in!
23
FAI Medal Awarded
26
Letters to the Editor
27
News
28
Skyout Cartoon
30
2014 Corryong Cup HG Competition Results 32
The Long Way Around
34
Contacts
36
Schools & Maintenance Classifieds
38
Events Calendar
40
Equipment Classifieds
IBC

Next Submissions Deadline:
1 May for June/July 2014 SkySailor
Photos and materials will be returned
after publication only if a stamped, selfaddressed envelope is supplied. Otherwise
photographs, whether published or not,
will be filed and may subsequently be
used in further publications.

SkySailor Magazine <skysailor@hgfa.asn.au>
Airwaves Newsletter <airwaves@hgfa.asn.au>
SKYSAILOR

1

T

he concept of the XC Camp is to get a group of
like minded pilots together and to do what they
love: fly XC, share stories, get tips and tricks from
the better pilots and throw in a little bit of friendly,
gentlemanly and simple scoring as you would if you
were flying with a bunch of mates. It’s not world record
breaking stuff in tough places (like Quixada or Texas),
so pilots of all levels can come along and try for their
PB. The mix is a good alternative to racing comps and
doesn’t promote risk taking for WPRS ranking places,
national ladder, titles or prizes.
There were 109 pilots of all levels from 14 nations.
Especially pleasing was that despite the hot, dry,
potentially and occasionally strong conditions and 1000s
of kilometres flown there were no major accidents or
injuries (though there were a few sore ones). We had
no stronger winds or days filled with epic cloud streets
to the horizon to allow 300km plus flights, but all those
present enjoyed great flying nevertheless. Most clocked
up many hours over the week and learnt a lot more about
flying XC on blue days.

109 Pilots Fly
31,000km in
7 Days

Day 1
A blue day with easterly winds to start with, turning
north after the 80km point. Most pilots hit the inversion
at 1600 to 1800m early, but reached 3000m plus late in
the day. The route was west towards Narrabri and Wee
Waa, the best performance was Ivan on his Comp Class
R11 with 139km. Half of those that flew did over 50km,
including many Fun Class pilots.

Day 2

The 2014 Manilla XC Camp week from 1 to 8 February

The forecast, actual conditions in the morning and
XCSkies model all showed different winds as a trough
moved further to the south – a tricky day to predict.
In the end XCSkies was closest and pilots launched
into SW winds which were south up high, turning to
SE further north along the route for the day. Some nice
Piedrahita-style convergence cloud set up in places at
well over 3500m.
Most flew north towards Bingara or the Horton
Valley then turning NW for the run into the Moree
flatlands.
More than 30% of pilots flew over 100km, on a day
which was mostly blue but with some very high level
convergence clouds forming lines of lift in the northern
parts of the region. Underneath the winds were in
opposite directions (of course). Best of the day was
again Ivan on his R11 who used the lines to fly NW out
to 130km then back and forth (east/west) to make his
3TP 225km landing at sunset.

attracted more pilots than ever before and offered XC
flying for seven out of the eight days.

by Godfrey Wenness

Mt Borah launch

Photos: Brooke Whatnall

Day 3

Photo: Brooke Whatnall

The winds were flowing through the region in a counterclockwise direction, so the further north pilots flew, the
more they tended west to maximise the tailwind (winds
were S>SE>E>NE). The track logs of most pilots who
flew over 100km showed them adapting to the changing
direction with a big left curve towards Moree.
Climbs were slow down low and 3-4m/s average
above the 1400 to 1500m inversion with maximum
heights around 3000m again. Some cu’s were forming
around Mt Kaputar and many pilots had a very scenic
flight around the ancient volcanic landscape before

At the top of the launch gaggle
with Stephan Guilbert (FRA)
and Arnan Hukanovic (NOR)
Photo: Godfrey Wenness
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were present despite the cirrus shadows, and with the
wind it was a >300km record day going begging. Ivan
managed 265km on his Open Class R11 to win the day
as well as a 25km walk to town after his mobile phone
was out of range and his driver wasn’t given an accurate
location on the radio. Five pilots in the top 10 did PBs and
flew over 150km.

Day 6
Cirrus again delayed what could have easily been a
>200km day. It was slow going to start with as two large
gaggles of pilots ventured north with the southerly wind
and into the cirrus shadows to find lift. Some mid-level
instability and a light convergence created cloud streets
later in the afternoon. Bases were 2700m with solid
climbs above the inversion of up to 7m/s averaged.
There were many low saves and, despite the slow tricky
conditions, some pilots still flew PBs! Most distances
were straight line, though some did a few turnpoints
and triangles to stay in the sun. The light northerly at
the end of the day bunched up those who were still in
the air at 6 or 7pm, thus the top 10 were all quite close
in distance. Felipe on his R10.2 Comp Class flew 111km
while Claus from Germany flew a 109km triangle on his
Mentor3.

Day 7
Photo: Brooke Whatnall

heading into the flatlands and landing in many cases
after 7pm. It was a slower day with average speeds
around only 20 to 25km/h, but 20% of the field flew
over 100km and there were over 15 PBs amongst the
Fun and Sports class pilots. Best flight was by Stephan
Guilbert of New Caledonia on his XC Class Mantra 6 at
169km.

before going for a >300km flight… But most had had
good days already and were happy to take a day off.
Some speed wings made use of the conditions for the
entertainment of the TV News and para-waiting crew.
The lower hour Fun and Sport class pilots were advised
not to fly.

Day 4

A massive cirrus shadow covered 90% of the region
giving the day a lacklustre look. Most pilots flew west
first, via the Boggabri gap towards Narrabri, and then
NW after that while a few headed NW via the Horton
Valley. Cloud streets induced by mid-level instability

The front passing to the south pushed stronger SW
winds through the region after midday. Some more
hungry XC pilots could have launched earlier and waited
in the air (Quixada-style) for the high clouds to pass

On glide with a local

Godfrey and David
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Pilots launched at Mt Borah from midday and headed in
three main gaggles north towards the clouds forming
at around 2700 to 3300m after the 15km mark. Climbs
were quite varied, with long scratchy and easy to lose
1m/s below the inversion at 1200m and averages
around 3-5 m/s above.
Some climbs under the clouds were super smooth
8m/s, but rather rare. Low saves were common as the
good lift was balanced by solid sink. Typical for the

Day 5

Photo: Godfrey Wenness

Photo: Brooke Whatnall

Photo: Godfrey Wenness
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Pilots also had a gentlemen’s agreement to land at 6pm
unless they were on for a PB. Most pilots flew north
and then NW towards Moree with strong solid climbs
above 1500m all the way to 3100m. In the flatlands,
the wind dropped off with a light NW headwind present
at the very end. Some of the Open Class and other top
pilots tried for an out and return with varying success
completing 100 to 120km of their planned 130 to
140km O&R.
Despite the shorter day and later start, 20 pilots
flew over 100km with the best being Koichi Tanaka of
Japan on his Core 3 Comp class glider at 150km.
Most got back in time for the presentation dinner of
a superb Thai buffet held at the Manilla Paragliding HQ.

Results after 8 days (7 XC)
The 109 pilots flew a total of just under 31,000km
between them – that’s 3/4 of the way around the world!
Not all pilots wrote down their distances and only some
uploaded flights to XContest, etc, each day in typical
fashion for this cruisy, easy style event.
On glide in the blue over the ultra-dry Manilla valley
Photo: Godfrey Wenness

week, the wind turned more SE to east the further
north we flew. Pilots mostly flew to Bingara (90km) and
Warialda (120km) and then west or NW into the Moree
flatlands under quite good skies which went mostly blue
after the 150km point.
Aussie record holder Sebastian Benz of Switzerland
flew his XC Class Triton 217km beating the two-liner
Comp class gliders on the day.

Day 8
The last day had similar conditions to the previous one
with a later start from Borah but without the clouds.

Photo: Brooke Whatnall
Two lone sky sailors over the vast drought affected flatlands

Photo: Godfrey Wenness

Photo: Brooke Whatnall

Climbing out over Mt Borah
Photo: Godfrey Wenness
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Under a high cirrus sky

Photo: Brooke Whatnall
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A welcome sight
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The field was split pretty evenly into Fun (EN-A <100
hours), Sport (EN-C) and XC (Regular EN-D) Class gliders/
pilots with only seven Comp Class present.
Many Fun and Sport Class pilots flew over 100km
during the week and did PBs along the way, day after day.
The biggest single distance flown was 267km from
Mt Borah into Queensland beyond Mungindi. There were
many >150km flown and more than 40 pilots achieved
a personal best distance – that included some of the
top 10!
After seven days of flying pilots were scored and
allowed to drop days (usually their lowest scores or
rest days) to reduce fatigue and promote safety. Full
results can be viewed at the event web page on [www.
flymanilla.com].
Winner of XC Class: Stephan Guilbert (New Caledonia)
on a Mantra 6 with 873km (2nd overall). Winner of Sport
Class: Alessandro Simeoli (Brisbane, QLD) on a Delta

2 with 702km (4th overall). Winner of Fun Class: Phil
Mansell (Dubbo, NSW) on an Epsilon 7 with 352km (33rd
overall). Best Female: Meredeth Malocassy (USA) on a IP6
with 477km (20th overall).

Overall
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Ivan Anissimov
Stephan Guilbert
Pierre Bourgoin
Alessandro Simeoli
Godfrey Wenness
Dino Scheidegger
Xavier Girin
Sebastian Benz
Eddie the Eagle Kumsuz
Paul Kimber

AUS
FRA
TAH
AUS
AUS
CHE
NCL
CHE
AUS
AUS

R11 Comp
Mantra 6XC
Mantra 6XC
Delta Sport
Omega 8 XC
R11 Comp
Aspen 4 Sport
Triton XC
LM5 XC
Delta 2 Sport

947km
873km
774km
702km
695km
687km
666km
661km
647km
641km

The 2015 XC Camp will run in the same week next year:
31 January to 7 February 2015.
SKYSAILOR
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NSW Hang Gliding State Titles 2014

In the lead up to the February 2013 NSW Hang Gliding State
Titles, Monica announced that it was the last time that she
would be the meet director and she would be handing back
the reins to the Newcastle Hang Gliding Club (NHGC). Monica
ran a no fuss competition for many years and there was much
concern that the club would not be able to find an adequate
replacement to fill her joggers.

Photos: Allan McMillan, Simon Plint,
Dustan Hansen and Michelle Taylor

by the NHGC Comp Committee

F

or the 2013/14 comp season the NHGC wanted to see the sport grow and prosper which is why we looked
for those able and willing to put in the effort and support. The NHGC comp committee looked within our club
which has plenty of experienced comp directors, but since our members all wanted to fly in this AA comp,
we needed someone with suitable credentials who was not going to be a participating pilot and who we could mentor
in the role. Thanks to Vicki Cain (Moyes Delta Gliders) we found Michelle Taylor and the joggers fit.
With Michelle enlisted for the role, the rest of the comp committee got busy behind the scenes with making
preparations and doing what was required to ensure a successful comp with loads of quality prizes. We received
generous donations of prizes, vouchers and cash support from our sponsors. Then, a month before the competition,
Billo, our scorer, was knocked of his bike by a car and ended up in hospital with broken ribs and a collapsed lung. His

8
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Support driver Shelby Bilyk

recovery would not see him able to score, so Simon Plint
stepped up to the task. At first, Simon worried about his
ability to fill Billo’s shoes, until he remembered that Billo
doesn’t wear any.
So with a committee of Dustan Hansen (assistant
comp director), Simon Plint ‘Splint’ (scorer and clothing),
Allan McMillan ‘Windmill’ (compliance and weatherman)
and Dawson Brown (IT support) the comp was set and
ready. All we needed now was some decent weather.
Alas, it was not to be. It turned into the typical hang
gliding scenario of ‘You should have been here last
week!’ We agreed that Camo said it best on Facebook
with, “It appears the NSW-Manilla hang gliding trough
is aligning with precision, guess the short term forecast
looks suss.”
A series of lows in the Kimberly and northern tropics
combined with highs across the lower parts of NSW. This
brought a line of troughs across NSW causing strong
winds, large storms and near drought-breaking rain.
On the practice day of the competition it rained and

April | May 2014

Ebbs was found wandering the corridors of the Royal
mumbling, “Apparently it’s my fault!”
So it was that each new pilot to arrive at the Royal
was warmly welcomed and thanked by the locals at the
bar for breaking the drought and scolded by the previous
arrivals for not leaving the rain where they found it. As
if this was not enough, a plague fell upon some – mostly
those camped at the Royal – as one by one people
succumbed to flu symptoms.
Eventually we were able to set a task, but you could
hardly call it valid. Very few pilots made it out of the
start circle, let alone to the first turnpoint at the Four
Ways. The winner, Flocky, received just 24 points for his
efforts. Special mention must go to Nils for launching
first and dragging gaggle after gaggle around the sky
for about four hours until he finally got flushed down to
Godfrey’s with the rest of us.
The second task was not much better. At least Carl
made it into goal at Bingara. Jonny would have been
there with him if he had remembered that the task
committee, which he was on, had set the goal radius at
400m and not the standard 1000m.
Yet to spite this crappy, low scoring start to the
competition and the
prospect of more bad
weather, everyone’s
spirits were still high.
So much so that by
mid-week we were
ready to party. Bring
on the karaoke, the
cross dressing and
another competition to
decide the Royal’s King
and Queen on song?
Most people joined in
with some friends and
mumbled or yelled a
song out of key, but
some wanted a bigger
thrill. Carl took the

Stormy weather

mike and announced that he was going solo. Not to be
outdone by a Scotsman, Harrison was soon up on a chair
encouraging the crowd to sing along to amply selected

SKYSAILOR
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Jonny, Carl and Blenky

Nils Vesk

Jonny Durand launches off Mt Borah

song, ‘We gotta get out of this place’. When Harrison
was not on his own he was performing duets with Mel.
Try as they might though, these amateurs were
not able to steel the thunder of the master of Acca
Dacca, Pauly Maggot. No sooner had he grabbed the
microphone, wrapped the cord around his fist and yelled,
“Hoy! Hoy!”, than the whole place, including a full stage
of groupy backing singers, were yelling, “I’m TNT, I’m
dynamite! TNT and I’ll win the fight!”
Usually Pauly’s performance is the highlight of the
night but there was more to come. Local driver Annie did
a great version of ‘Nutbush City Limits’ with a full stage
of dancers this time and Carl returned as Carlitta to join
in. But it will be Nils whom everyone will remember from
the 2014 State Titles. Not just for his flying, but for his
impromptu, unplugged performance of what will surely
become a classic self composition, ‘At The Royal’. He

Bruce Wynne

NSW Champion

wrapped up the night with a microphone between his
knees and a guitar on his lap waxing lyrical anecdotes
about ‘fingers in the till’ and cross dressing Swedish
pilots who fly hang gliders and paragliders.
On the last day of the competition, Mt Borah turned
on a great sky and a 84km task was set. The conditions
allowed for most of the field to make it to goal, making
for some very happy pilots. It was a great way to
break the competition drought and Cameron ‘Camodiche’
Tumbridge, the Latin techno DJ, provided a fantastic mix
of tunes after the presentations.

Bruce Wynne (Moyes LS RX 4)

Best Of The Rest

1 Shannon Black (Moyes LS RS 3.5)
2 Nils Vesk (Moyes LS RX 3.5)
3 Rohan Taylor (Moyes LS RS 4)

Kingpost / Floater Class

1 Harrison Rowntree (Airborne Sting 3 168)
2 Noel Collins (Airborne Sting 3 168)
3 Simon West (Airborne Sting 3 168)

Results

Open

1 Carl Wallbank (Moyes LS RX 3.5)
2 Jon Durand Jnr (Moyes LS RX 3.5)
3 Steve Blenkinsop (Moyes LS RX 3.5)

Team Boomerang
Flocky receives the Dave Seib Memorial Shield

sunnies and complimentary entry to the 2015 NSW HG
State Titles – see you next year.
All in all, after several no fly days we still did get
to fly and enjoy the beauty and majesty of the Manilla
skies. This was a short but good comp, well run with
Michelle Taylor in her first official role as Competition
Director. As the rare breed of aviators we are, it feels
good to do as the poet says, “Slip the surly bonds of
earth and dance the skies on laughter silvered wings.”
(‘High Flight’ by John Gillespie Magee Jr)

Our thanks to the sponsors, including Icom (Australia)
Pty Ltd – they supplied an IC-A15 VHF hand held
airband radio, BluEye eyewear, the NSWHPA, Moyes
Delta Gliders, Airborne Windsports, Dynamic Flight –
makers of the RR harness, Ride the Spiral, The Royal
Hotel Manilla, Carlos IGA Store Manilla, and of course,
our acknowledgement and appreciation to Godfrey
Wenness and Manilla Skysailors for access and use of
Mt Borah and the facilities at Godfrey’s.

Mt Borah control tower

Kingpost winners

Teams

1 Team Boomerang: Carl, Rohan, Big Jon & Jonny (Driver Mel)
2 Maggots: Bruce, Shannon, Nils, Dick and Paul
3 Team Camo: Blenky, Camo, Flocky

This year’s Dave ‘Custard’ Seib Memorial Shield – In
loving memory of Seibsy, was awarded to Rod Flockhart
‘Flocky’ for his great attitude, fun loving nature and
being just an altogether good guy, awarded with BluEye
Morning briefing, ready to fly
10 SKYSAILOR
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Dreaming about Acro
I have been flying over 20 years now and right from the
beginning, I have been dreaming about doing acro. Back
in the old days there was very little acro in the world and
gliders where not capable of doing many manoeuvres.
We also didn’t have internet to connect with what other
people were doing – news travelled via rumour and little
tidbits printed in overseas magazines…
by Shane Gingell

F

Photos: Shane Gingell

or more than a decade, as far as I got was
doing big wingovers, spiral dives and asymmetric
spirals with a couple of badly controlled stalls.
I do remember a big high point when Raul Rodriguez
invented the Satellite. I first watched a very grainy, low
resolution video of it downloaded over dial-up internet…
Everyone was so amazed that something this radical was
even possible in a paraglider!

had a boat we could use. We never managed to get plan
B off the ground after Nick took a job in Antarctica.

SIV with Jocky Sanderson

Time to Get Real

About four years ago, I decided it was time to stop
dreaming about acro and do what it would take to
progress. Now that we have real internet, everyone
knows the right way to go about learning this stuff. It
is accepted that high over water is a proven safe way
to train. In Europe, where all the acro was happening,
people trained by launching off big mountains next to
lakes and gliding out over the lake to train. This wasn’t
going to work here in Oz as we just don’t have huge
mountains, never alone one’s next to lakes. It seemed
like the only option for us Aussies was to tow up behind
a boat over water.
I had a lot of experience with land towing because I
have owned and run my own static pull in winch for about
15 years and even when I was learning to paraglide, 20
years ago, my instructor used towing to teach.

My First Taste

As with everything I have done before, it is always a lot
more complex than it first appears. It was time for me
to put some energy into working out the problems and
making it happen.
Matt Fox had just brought a pay-out winch and put it
on his boat and he was experimenting with towing up on
a lake. He brought in an overseas instructor to teach SIV.
I jumped at the opportunity to go out there and attend
his SIV course. It was awesome to actually see that it
was possible to get good height above water in Australia
to do this sort of training. From my previous land towing
experience, I knew the downside to towing was that
it was both much slower to get people into the air and
much more expensive compared to hill flying.
At the SIV we did 21 tows in 10.5 hours, so this was
giving us two tows per hour to about 800m above the
12 SKYSAILOR

On the way up on tow

water, and the V8 power boat used a lot of fuel running
flat out for 10.5 hours. I knew to make it practical I had
to be doing more tows per hour at a lower cost. My 15
years of owning and running a land towing operation
was going to be useful.
I talked to a few other local pilots who were keen
to acro train and asked them if they all want to get
together and share costs to hire Matt to tow us up and
train together. A number of the guys were
keen, but after speaking to Matt about
this idea, he was not interested and only
wanted to run SIVs.

The next thing to come up on my radar was Jocky
Sanderson’s SIV courses on Lake Liddell. Here was an
opportunity to see another set-up in operation as well
as learn from someone who is a veteran – I knew Jocky
had a lot of past knowledge.
Jocky used Roger Stanford to provide the towing
for his courses. I was pleasantly surprised to see just
how well Roger’s system was working. At times when
everything went just perfect, he was getting up to six
tows per hour, and when things slowed maybe four tows
per hour – he seemed to be averaging about five tows
per hour to a height of 800m above the water.
The entire time I was down there, I was picking Roger
and Jocky’s brains about their operation. Roger used a
boat with a 115hp outboard two-stroke engine, it still
used a lot of fuel, but much less than Matt’s V8. Roger
gave me lots to think about. It was a pity that he was
nearly a 12-hour drive away as this made it unrealistic
for me to do regular training behind his set-up.

Shane Tighe makes a splash down

I spent about six months talking to people who knew
a lot about boats and to dealers engaged to find me the
right boat at the right price. I decided on a smaller boat
with a smaller engine because larger boats with bigger
engines usually go slower, not faster, and of course use
more fuel. It’s all about power to weight ratio.
I dreamt of getting a full set-up of both boat and
winch for $30,000, but soon found I had to extend the
budget to $35k. Reality really kicked in when I added all
the extras, like trailer rego, boat rego, insurance and
numerous other ‘small’ things, adding up to nearly $40k
just for the boat!

Captain Jay at the helm

Time To Put My Money Where
My Mouth Was

I decided to use the Quantum
winch as it only weighs 18kg,
helping to reduce weight to
increase my power to weight
ratio, and it was cheap. The final
budget ended up at $45k for
everything I needed – how was
I going to justify this to my wife
who I’d told, ‘$35k tops,’ after
the very first increase in budget
and I was now another $10k over!
Luckily, my lovely wife gave me
the go ahead – but, geez, I had to
use up all my brownie points.

William Rob shows us his new manoeuvre

The Day of Truth Arrives

After several painful payments, everything arrived and it
was time to see if the theory worked in reality.
On arrival at the dam on day one, I was under a lot of
stress after spending so much money and needed the
system to not only work, but work really well. The whole
day saw me loose much of my hair due to stress since
we could not get it to work. We kept dropping people in
the water as things kept going wrong. There are always
teething problems with any new set-up. Finally, on
sunset at the end of a long day, we got one tow to work
and we managed a high tow over
the water. What a relief! I went
from thinking I had just thrown
away so much money to ‘maybe
we can make this work’.
I learnt many lessons
that day, both about how the
system liked to be operated
and modification that needed
to be made. Next day, I was
spending a bit more money on
improvements and every trip
after this saw more of it – more
teething problems and lessons
on how to operate the system,
followed by coming home and
spending a bit more time and
money on improving things.

Tex practices his stalls

Finally, Success!

As our first winter on the dam progressed, we kept
sorting the whole system out better and better. By the
end of our first season, we were consistently towing to
a mind-boggling 1700m above the water and doing so
many tows in a day that most people had enough before
the day was over.
Since you can only train while you have plenty
of height to recover and glide back to shore, from
800m you can only do a couple of manoeuvres, whereas
1700m easily allowed for half a dozen manoeuvres
before getting too low. What has surprised all of us is
the amount of progression everyone has had in their acro
skills over such a short time. One can only image where
we will all be after a few seasons of training – the future
for acro in Australia looks bright!

You can contact Shane via <fly@SEQParagliding.com>.

It was D day for me. I had to commit to spending the sort
of money Roger had… Foolishly, I believed I could spend
less money and get a system that worked better.

Plan B

Jonny Allen also had a pay-out winch,
so plan B became: ‘Let’s get his winch
going behind a boat’. Jonny was keen to
see it happen. We did a number of tows
behind Jonny’s car on Teewah beach and
got it to work a bit, with some tows as
high as 1000m above Teewah beach. Nick
Neymans was keen as well and his uncle

p: 0417 619 167 e: fly@SEQParagliding.com
Brett Jensen taking off

Shane Gingell towing up
April | May 2014
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S IV

sufficiently long session in between for me to debrief
the previous student.
From the feedback we received, I know that the
next series of SIV courses this winter will be better
again, however, we will cap numbers and prices in order
to maintain our end result: Happy customers.
Without the full trust and respect for the SEQ
Paragliding towing operation which I have tracked
over the years, this course would not be possible. We
look forward to helping and training many more of you
during our next series of winter SIV courses.

First Experiences

Contact Andrew at Poliglide on 0428 666 843 or
Shane at SEQ Paragliding on 0417 619 167 for more
information on future courses.

Photo: Tex Beck

I met Shane Gingell at the Inglewood Fly-in in Queensland
around 1999 when I was still an intermediate paraglider pilot
and hang gliding on the side. We have remained in touch ever
since and continue to run joined training programs.

Photo: Tex Beck

by Andrew Polidano

I

n those days, Shane and Graham Sutherland had a
static pull in winch that became my introduction
to paragliding towing. Previously I had only
experienced car- and aerotowing in hang gliders, which I
thoroughly enjoyed. I quickly discovered that the safety
of the exercise depended heavily on the competency of
the person at the other end of the line.
In the late 90s, SIV training was not widespread.
Towing mainly served as a tool for launching in flat
areas for XC flying as well as for training flights,
especially for those pilots wanting to eventually focus
on powered flight because the dynamics are similar.
As SIV became more popular, towing inevitably made
up for our country’s lack of mountains next to large
freshwater lakes.
We met up with our students for our briefing at
Shane’s place in Nambour, Queensland, the night before
the course started. I could sense the excitement

Our group
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Photo: Andrew Polidano

and anticipation the participants had. Using some
visual aids, we spent time running over a few of the
manoeuvres we were planning to cover on day one,
discussing expectations as well as doing repacks which
were overdue. That was enough before reassuring
everyone and sending them off to sleep.
It was made clear from the beginning that each
person would be invited to attempt manoeuvres they
were comfortable with trying and support them while
they became confident enough to move up in their
difficulty level – small steps. Based on my recent
studies in exercise science and 14 years of paragliding
instruction, I wanted to create a climate for each
individual to progressively become more confident in
managing their wing’s characteristics at the edge of
their envelope.
I am not surprised to hear stories of newer
and experienced pilots ‘throwing up’ during SIV.
When exploring glider behaviours outside ‘normal’
parameters, it’s normal to experience a range of
physiological as well as emotional sensations. If we
were running through the jungle with a lion on our
tail, the same fight or flight reactions would help us
survive. Sitting in a harness thousands of feet up, the
physiological changes caused by anxiety can actually
hinder our learning as well as prevent our enjoyment.
Rather than push people to the point of being sick with
anxiety, I closely monitored individuals and offered
techniques to manage their anxiety before, during and

situations with lowered anxiety. Progressively the pilot
becomes more comfortable and less anxious when
conditions change or they encounter a new situation to
deal with. This is the main reason I focused on individual
needs rather than a strict program.
Given the commitment one must have to enrol
in such a course, the motivational climate was an
equally challenging context I focused on monitoring.
There are both ego and mastery/task-based climates
within a learning situation that I strongly believe can
be established and directed by a CFI. My aim was to
reinforce a mastery/task climate where individuals
focused on their own progression rather than how they
progressed compared to others. I believe this worked
to the individual’s advantage and the group grew in
their ability to move into more difficult manoeuvres
together. Each participant achieved and surpassed their
targets.
Shane on the winch, coupled with our boat driver,
Steve Williams, worked faultlessly to get students up
to 5000ft above the water on some runs. Students
were out of the water promptly after planned reserve
throws. The footage by Tex on the ground provided
excellent debriefing material. Getting height via Shane’s
expert towing system gave the students ample time
to perform multiple manoeuvres as well as a allowing

Reserve throwing practice
and prompt recovery
Photo: Tex Beck

Photos: Andrew Polidano

Photo: Tex Beck

after the flights, to keep the course fun and exciting
for them.
In my view, the nuts and bolts of SIV involve
awakening a sense of adventure within the pilot to
look beyond what they already believe their wing is
capable of and create an atmosphere that pair dynamic
April | May 2014

Shane Gingell at the helm
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Our final launch at Bennets
Peninsula near Christchurch
Photo: Phil Hystek

After eight great days flying the Southern
Alps of New Zealand with the 4th Curious
Goat tour in February 2014 I’m still coming
back to earth. Apart from the spectacular
and challenging flying, the tour provided
an opportunity to improve my skills and the
flexibility to get us to the best flying sites in
optimum conditions.
by Steve Worley

Photo: Phil Hystek

Majestic Mountains, Steep Windless
Launches & Big Fat Thermals…

I have recently returned from the 2014 ‘Curious Goat’ paragliding tour

F

or the past four years, Phil Hystek has been taking Aussie PG pilots to New
Zealand for a couple of weeks flying in the Southern Alps. Keen to join one of
these tours to work on my XC skills, refresh my basic skills and take in the
beautiful Kiwi scenery, I made the February 2014 tour my goal.
Just a few weeks before I flew to Christchurch to start the tour, a now notorious
eagle shredded my glider while I was flying at Flaxton, on Queensland’s Sunshine
Coast. I was fortunate to secure a Gin Atlas wing for the NZ trip, and although I knew
it could be a bit of a risk to step up to a new launch on a new wing, the Atlas provided
a great balance between safety and XC capability.

The Flying

First stop on the tour was Barnett Park, a 340m high site overlooking Christchurch’s
north-western suburbs and Pegasus Bay. Light winds and a relatively shallow launch
slope meant a good forward inflation was required. The inversion hanging heavy over

Our team at Treble Cone launch
Photo: Phil Hystek
Photo: Vic Hibovesky
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of NZ. I had read a couple of reviews of previous tours which had
encouraged me to join and my conclusions won’t be any different.

by Darren Waters

I

could tell you about the sensational weather (we
were lucky in this regard), I could talk about the
seven straight days of flying, fantastic scenery,
awesome high launches, lots of local knowledge, the
great group that accompanied me, good accommodation,
food, fun… but I won’t. I would like to talk about another
aspect of these tours and that is the self-development
as a pilot.

There is as much or as little instruction on these
tours as you wish to seek or receive. I was happy to soak
up as much as Phil wanted to give. Seven straight days
of flying with multiple flights every day gave plenty
of material for Phil to talk about. I had a number of
moments of clarity where concepts and theories finally
fell into place with practical applications. I felt I had

the city meant our first flight in NZ was a gentle sleddie to the smooth
grassed landing area below.
The forecast promised exceptional conditions around the Wanaka/
Queenstown area, so we settled into our 12-seater bus and headed out
on the five hour drive south. Phil’s assistant, Neil, is a Christchurch based
English teacher and knowledgeable in NZ anthropology so we received a
NZ cultural history (particularly Maori history) education at no extra cost!
It’s hard to capture the wild beauty of the Treble Cone (TC) launch
in words: Sparkling blue Lake Wanaka in the mid-ground, a late summer
green and gold valley below and massive snow-capped mountains to the
west – launching here was a dream with plenty of lift all about. Directly
below, about 15 minutes drive down the dusty switch-back road is the
L-shaped bomb-out flanked by deer farms and killer Matagouri bushes.
The local ‘milk run’ flight is a challenging 20km TC to Wanaka: Work
your way up the mountains behind launch, high above the twin waterfalls,
head south to gain enough height above the final ‘end peak’ on the TC
range, then cross the Motatapu River valley to the pyramid at Glendhu Bay.
Another good climb on the foothills to Mt Roy should get you high enough
April | May 2014

been catapulted into another level of experience
compared to where I had been previously.
This all sounds pretty deep, but thinking about it
retrospectively, prior to this tour I don’t think I had
progressed that far from the training school. Phil
has a particular way of explaining concepts in the
context of your own launch, flight, landing that not
only brings clarity on what you need to do in the air,
but why you need to do it. This means the knowledge
you gain is transferable to every flight thereafter. I
was a two-year, 45-hour pilot prior to joining this
tour and now wonder where my flying would have
progressed to if I hadn’t gone.
If you consider taking a tour, stop thinking about
it and just do it. Thanks must go to Phil and Neil
for their organisation, patience and everything else
that goes into a successful tour. Thanks also to
the crew who joined me and made the whole week
sensational.

Photo: Phil Hystek

Flying New Zealand

On again! February 2015

Paraglide New Zealand
Due to the fantastic success of our last two NZ tours,
we’re doing it again.
Join CFI Phil Hystek and fly amongst the spectacular mountain
and coastal sites of our nearest neighbour.
A great way to upskill your flying with invaluable mentoring,
stunning scenery, crystal clear air and great company.

Tour 1 – 6-13 February 2015: Canterbury area, Wanaka and Queenstown
Tour suitable for all pilots but especially low airtime pilots.
Tour 2 – 15-22 February 2015: Canterbury area, Cragieburns,
Wanaka Tour
Tour suitable for pilots with some mountain/thermic experience.
Full tour cost and details, please contact Phil
at <info@pgqld.com.au> or +61 418 155 317
Check out our previous tour videos at <pgqld.com.au>
SKYSAILOR
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Mt Cook

Majestic Mountains, Steep Windless
Launches & Big Fat Thermals…

Phil in typical style

Duane landing at Treble Cone

Photo: Steve Worley

Photo: Neil Brown

for a glide down over Wanaka Bay to touch down for a
latte in the town of Wanaka. Alas, the weather and our
team skills weren’t quite in place to complete that flight,
but we all achieved some impressive personal bests. Paul
Drummond and I enjoyed some solid climbs and beautiful

scenery as we worked our way up the ridge to the end
peak. However, we decided to abort the valley crossing
on hearing of ‘unusual’ weather conditions above the
range.
The Atlas proved stable and easy to turn in thermals
and picked up lift easily. I found pitch control to be
sensitive and there was plenty of feedback from the wing.
There was so much lift in the valley on Sunday
afternoon, it was difficult to get down! Phil decided it
was time to practice some rapid descent techniques.
With only two A-lines each side, the Atlas pulls relatively
large ‘big ears’, but is quick to re-inflate. B-stall also
proved very stable on descent and, again, quick to
re-inflate. Duane Wilson managed to top the group in
the precision landing competition following our rapid
descent manoeuvres.
At Coronet Peak, Queenstown, we met some not-sothermic conditions, but managed multiple sleddies to
land beside the big smiley face mown into the grass at
the dedicated ‘Flight Park’ .The views from the Coronet
Peak launch of Lake Wakatipu and The Remarkables
were just that – remarkable.
Queenstown is known for its ‘wind shadow’ effect.
Quite often, when other locations in the South Island
are blown out, it remains flyable. This proved useful
when TC was about to be blown to Fiji. We headed up the
Cardrona valley to the 250m AGL site of Crown Terrace,
overlooking Arrowtown for some late afternoon ridge
soaring. The wind was just a little on the fresh side, but

the flying was absolutely brilliant. Again, there was so
much lift in front of the hill (afternoon convergence) we
had to be careful not to break airspace limits!
One afternoon the strong westerly seabreeze
saw us on the shore of Lake Hawea, practicing our
ground handling with some of Phil’s speed wings. Dave
Schoemaker did his best to emulate Phil’s graceful bird
of prey launch style, gliding off the small foreshore hill
to the pebbly beach below. On our final day the team
enjoyed some lazy thermalling near Lake Forsyth on the
Banks Peninsula, south of Christchurch. Vic Hibovesky
drilled some beautiful thermals at Little River that day
and led the way for the rest of the group.
On our final day the team enjoyed some lazy
thermalling near Lake Forsyth on the Banks Peninsula,
south of Christchurch. Vic Hibovesky drilled some
beautiful thermals at Little River that day and led the
way for the rest of the group.
Phil and Neil provided logistics, technical advice and
critical weather assessments and that expertise made
site selection effective. In the end, we managed to fly
every day but one during the tour. I recommend the
tour to anyone looking to take their first step into big
mountain flying.
It’s been hard settling back into the normality of
life since returning. I find myself constantly drifting off
to dream of flying majestic mountains, steep windless
launches and big fat thermals on my Atlas. My dream is
to return someday. As the Crowded House song goes,
“Always take the weather with you!”

HGFA WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses
Two-day courses covering

Curious Goat Paragliding upcoming tours: Europe
(Switzerland and France) – 7 to 19 September 2014,
Colombia (South America) – January 2015, New
Zealand – February 2015.
For details contact Phil Hystek at <info@pgqld.
com.au> or phone 0418 155 317. You can also follow
our adventures on Twitter [@pgqld].

Line Maintenance requirements
for Weightshift Microlights,
including two-stroke and
four-stroke Rotax engines.

Classroom and practical
instruction for up to 8 people
per course.
Please contact Kev MacNally
on <kmacnally@bigpond.com>
with your details, if you
would like to be added to
our waiting list.

Venues still required
for 2014 courses.
Photo: Steve Worley
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Manilla XC Camp, Mt Borah
Photo: Brooke Whatnall

Inaugural Portland PG Fly-In
A Pilot Perspective

The Melbourne pilots got their dawn flight at Nuns
beach and the SA pilots arose to find conditions had
since changed, we decided to see if the golf course
site was more suitable. The golf course was blown out
for most paragliders, however, mini-wings flew. A few
pilots went for coffee until conditions straightened
back at Nuns beach launch. Then it was on! Lots of pilots
flew this cosy site with up to a dozen gliders sharing
the airspace at a time and pilots taking turns so all who
wanted to could fly.
Later in the day, the Skyhigh crew went back to Cape
Bridgewater while the SAPG pilots made the most of
the unusually consistent easterly winds (and the extra
space) until conditions became strong and bumpy.
Due to other commitments, we departed Portland on
Sunday evening while most others stayed on to try their
luck at a fly on the public holiday, before heading home.
Overall a very fun and successful weekend! Locals told us
we were very fortunate with the conditions, making us
optimistic for a repeat next year.
A big thanks to those who helped organise the event
and all who attended.

Photo: Claire Geister

Wow, what a Fly-In!

Great People + Beautiful Weather + Magic Scenery and Positive Vibes = Fun Times!
SkyHigh and SAPG pilots enjoy a
flight at Nuns – Australia Day 2014
Photo: Claire Geister

Skyhigh Paragliding Club of Melbourne approached the
South Australia Paragliding Club and proposed a meeting at
Portland, Victoria, over the 2014 Australia Day long weekend.
Approximately 30 pilots converged on Portland with high hopes
of flyable conditions all weekend.
by Claire Geister & Brad Earl (SAPG club members)

W

e arrived late Saturday morning in time
for the 1pm briefing, to discover many
pilots from both clubs had attended a
7:30am briefing and were already making the most of
the day. We quickly joined them. Saturday’s stronger
winds were favourable for Bishop Rocks, a small rocky
coastal site, providing trickier launching conditions
particularly for pilots with less coastal experience.
Out with a broken toe, and subsequent shattered
heart, Claire had been nominated photographer for the
trip, so Brad set up and flew a 4.5km stretch of coast to
Cape Bridgewater café and back soaring beautiful sandy
beaches and dunes. Conditions were variable in strength
with some pilots beach landing in lighter patches, while
the lucky ones flew to the café, landed for a coffee,
re-launched and landed back at Bishop Rocks.
As the afternoon progressed, winds decreased so
we all headed to the local. The forecast for Sunday
looked good for an early flight at Nuns beach, launching
from a large flat grassy public park above the beach,
overlooking the harbour. Some of the keener Skyhigh
pilots aimed for a 6am start while the South Australian
pilots decided 8am was more reasonable!

by Chris Noye, President Skyhigh Paragliding Club Victoria/Safety Officer

F

irstly I want to admit that I am so proud
to be a member of Skyhigh and involved in
paragliding! The South Australian Paragliding
Club and Skyhigh crew were fantastic. Through the
entire weekend all pilots were constantly helping each
other out with launching and landing, and there were
plenty of positive stories and advice exchanged. The

friendly vibes continued well into the evenings each
day, with plenty more stories and laughs shared over
good food and beverages – such a friendly, supportive
and enthusiastic atmosphere all weekend. The South
Australian Paragliding Crew were all really nice, friendly,
top-shelf folk who obviously love their flying as much as
we (Skyhigh) do.

All three days were great – most pilots flew at
least three or four different sites over the weekend,
some even flying at six sites! Sunday was indeed the
highlight of the trip for me. Those of us who could bear
to get up at the crack of dawn experienced a beautiful
sunrise flight organised by Mick Armstrong and Matty
Hall. The idea was conceived after checking the weather

Chris Noye flying Nuns Beach
at Sunrise – Australia Day 2014
Australia Day 2014 at Nuns
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Wow, what a Fly-In!

Robert Kelly flying Nuns Beach
at Sunrise – Australia Day 2014
Photo: James Bird

over dinner and drinks. I was not 100% sure at the time
if they were serious about meeting at 6am on launch
after a fairly late evening at the pub, but it sounded like
a great idea so I invited the SA crew to join us. I think
they also had some doubts as to whether we would get
up to fly… but fly we did! Mick Armstrong and Matt Hall
were already on launch when I arrived at 6am! James Bird
(Skyhigh pilot) who was peacefully sleeping in his Troopy
had told me the night before to just bang on his door at
6am to wake him up… I am fairly sure the highlight of
Jim’s weekend was being woken up at 6am to a romantic
sunrise serenade by yours truly. He later mentioned that

my lyrics “Come Fly with me, let’s fly, let’s fly away...”
were stuck in his head all day.
After the sunrise flight (and more importantly, after
Matt had his morning coffee), and due to a wind direction
change and speed increase, we ducked over to the golf
course where the wind was perfect for a burn on the
speed wing. After another hour it was late morning and
Nuns was on again! So we all headed back to Nuns for
what was to be the highlight session of the trip. Nuns
Beach on Sunday was all smiles as far as the eye could
see. It was great to see the positive interaction with
the public, many pilots taking time out from flying

to explain paragliding to those who were enjoying
watching the many beautiful colours and smiles floating
around the centre of this very beautiful town. Even
some patients at the hospital overlooking the beach
were enjoying the spectacle. I chatted to one family who
were visiting their Mum/Grandmother in the hospital,
and they mentioned that watching the paragliders over
the beach was entertaining and lifted the spirits of
several of the patients who were unfortunately stuck in
Portland Hospital over the Australia Day weekend.
The positive mingling between pilots and public was
fantastic. We had over 150 spectators throughout the

Chris Noye performing for the crowd at the golf course
Photo: Lane Delaney

day, with no incidents and all pilots were considerate
of the public when launching and landing. The site was
not big enough to handle the more than 30 pilots,
but everyone was thoughtful towards each other and
ensured everybody had plenty of opportunity to fly by
taking it in turns. We had three safety officers on site
helping people to launch and ensuring that we kept the
public at a safe distance from launch.
My personal highlights were catching up with my
mate Rob from SA and meeting his wife Karen. Rob and
I did our paragliding license together, so it was great to
catch up and share a few stories about our para-journey
so far. I really enjoyed witnessing many new pilots
have their first flights, first launches in stronger wind
conditions and just seeing people mingling and having
a good time. I was also lucky enough to have one of my
most enjoyable speed wing flights at the golf club. The
wind was perfect for flying – it was a great site with a
very challenging, tight launch. A big thanks to Roman
and Jim for anchoring me.
I think all pilots had fun, and I am sure every pilot
learnt something new with the winds testing everyone’s
launching techniques at one point or another…
There are too many people to thank individually, but
every single pilot held a wing or helped another pilot out
at some stage. I will give my personal thanks to Matty
Hall for going above and beyond as usual, and apart from
helping everyone off launch in strong conditions he also
mentored me on how to be a better safety officer.
A big thank you to all pilots, partners and families
who attended... thank you all for making the weekend
so much fun!
I know exactly where I will be on Australia Day
weekend 2015!

SkyHigh and SAPG pilots enjoy a flight past the lighthouse at Nuns – Australia Day 2014

Photo: Lane Delaney

A mix of SkyHigh (Vic) and SAPG pilots at Portland
Photo: James Bird

Chris Noye hiding behind his wing over the golf course,
Portland – Australia Day 2014
Photo: James Bird

Safety Officer Matt Hall (Red) proving his ability to multitask whilst helping pilot Dean Second with Rick Keating
also giving assistance

Chris Noye flying Nuns Beach at
Sunrise – Australia Day 2014
Photo: Lane Delaney
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recent 2013 FAI Hang Gliding World Championships at Forbes. This was a
very successful event with 10 out of the 11 days flown, 100 pilots from
23 countries competing, more than 1500 aerotow launches and landings,
over 4000 hours flown, a cumulative total of 170,000km flown – and all
without incident.
Vicki’s dedication to providing support for Moyes team pilots at World
Championships, her promotion of the sport of hang gliding in general, her
high level support and development of first class competition, and her
organising, conducting and successfully completing many of the highest
level international competition events held over many years, has gained
her the admiration, unwavering trust and friendship of pilots from around
the world.

Vicki Cain accepts her FAI Certificate and Medal from
Mike Close (ASAC, left), with John Twomey (HGFA, right)

FAI Recognition for an Outstanding
Contribution to Hang Gliding
The Fédération Aéronautique Internationale, FAI, has awarded
Vicki Cain the FAI Medal for her achievements and contribution
to International Hang Gliding Competition since 1999.
by John Twomey – HGFA Operations Manager

T

he HGFA had submitted Vicki’s history of
achievements in developing and enhancing
competition in our air sport of hang gliding to
the FAI, seeking recognition of her contribution. The FAI
concurred in recognising Vicki’s merit. Our application
for recognition was forwarded through the the Air Sport
Australia Confederation, ASAC, which the FAI recognises
as our National Aero Club. All Recognised Aviation
Administrative Organisations, RAAOs, administering
sport aviation belong to ASAC.
The FAI awarded Vicki the FAI Medal for her
contribution to hang gliding competition. This is the
519th FAI medal awarded across all nations over the
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approximately 100-year history of the international
federation. I believe this is the fourth FAI medal awarded
to an Australian.
Mike Close, President of ASAC, presented Vicki with
her FAI Medal and certificate. We hope that Vicki will
continue to provide support to hang gliding competition
over many more years.
Following is a description of Vicki’s service and
contribution as sent to the FAI for their consideration.

Vicki’s Contributions So Far

Vicki was born into a hang gliding family. She is the
daughter and sister respectively of those high achievers

Bill and Steve Moyes. Vicki was always destined to live
a life intertwined with the air sport of hang gliding.
Commencing work at Moyes Delta Gliders in 1987, she
organised her first hang gliding competition in 1999
and it was the first ever conducted as an all aerotow
competition and the first to use a GPS (download)
scoring system designed by Tim Cummings.
Since 2001 Vicki has attended every World
Championship, particularly in order to provide
support to Moyes team pilots with advice, spares and
encouragement, boosting the performance of those
pilots. In doing so, she has contributed to raising the
level of competition around the world and has always
been supportive and friendly to all other participants in
these competitions.
Vicki’s premier claim for recognition of services
to hang gliding is her contribution in successfully
organising and running some of the best local and
international sanctioned competitions held in the world,
over many years and to a very high standard.
Nine Forbes Flatlands International competitions
have been organised by Vicki, culminating in the most
April | May 2014

Letters to the Editor

Jonny Durand with Vicki at the
Forbes Aero club, venue of another
recent event organised by her

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Sites
Affected by Fires

I want to thank the Stanwell Park club
for their recent write up in SkySailor. Our
members found it very helpful, so much
so, we’re planning something similar in the
near future.
Catherine Hill Bay is a well known launch,
but since the fire in October, some of our
sites have become dangerous. Not only
at launch, where the glider wants to roll
up, but also the lift areas vary so much
from day to day that it is easy to come to
grief at Catherine Hill Bay. Two other launch
sites suffered similar fates due to the fires,
though not as dangerous – Coal Loader and
Moonies.
All visiting pilots are advised to: Please
keep more height than normal or you could
be going home with ash marks or worse.
Novice/restricted pilots need to get advice
before launching.
These sites are in National Parks, so will
take a long time to recover due to the lack
of funding our parks suffer at the moment.
Wybung launch did not burn and is being
used more, but National Parks have recently
placed a sign ‘NO HG or PG during December
& January’ – we will be working towards
changing this new policy. Previously, the
site was closed for six weeks only and
National Parks have now extended this
without consultation. Pilots resort to other
sites when winds are less favourable, which
increases risks of incidents.
Any advice from other clubs on negotiating with
National Parks would be appreciated, our members want
to improve the consultation process.
Stephen Robertson, President Lake Macquarie Flyers Club

Pizza For Everyone!

I love getting the magazine, even more so when I get a
mention! In a recent article by Kev and Carole McNally
about the Rotax Maintenance Course at White Gum Farm
which I attended with some of my RA-Aus friends, I got
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credited with single-handedly making loads of pizzas for
everyone. Although I got some pleasure out of winding
my friend Ellen up, the praise was undeserved since all I
actually did on the day was open the oven door and put
them in. It was, Ellen, a friend from New Zealand, who’d
spent over an hour prepping all the ingredients and
making pizzas for all the attendants.
It would not of happened with out you, thanks Ellen!
Credit where credit is due.
Garth Naylor

Comments on Rob Wenban’s Feb/Mar 2014
article ‘Become a Hang Gliding Houdini’

Rob Wenban’s article offers advice of how hang glider
pilots might (no guarantees, if you want guarantees buy
white goods from Harvey Norman) minimise personal
injury when disorderly contact with the ground (crash
landing) is imminent.
This article is not about teaching you or advising
you how to set up and manage an orderly, graceful
and safe landing. Your hang gliding instructor provided
instruction on that and Pagen’s Hang Gliding Training
Manual and Cheney’s Hang Gliding for Beginner Pilots
cover the subject (both available for sale from the HGFA
Office). Owning reference materials is always a good
thing and reviewing the content occasionally is never a
waste of your time and may just provide a life-saving
brain reset.
Rob makes the limits of his article and what it deals
with clear in his first paragraph where he states: “So
you’ve forgotten all the lessons about landing setup,
you’ve misjudged the wind direction, you’ve stalled in
the final turn… you’re going in, an up close and personal
meeting with Mother Nature, you are about to crash. So,
what now hot shot?”
Like Rob I learned to hang glide before formalised
structured training existed. I offer the following
additional advice:
➲➲ Plan a conservative landing approach early, but be
open and review it in the light of observation of
changing circumstances.
➲➲ Get your legs out of your harness earlier rather
than later, particularly if the turn on to final is
being made at a low height, make that turn in
parachute position controlled from the uprights.

M anoeuvering close to the ground presents the
greatest danger because if you misjudge and badly
slip in a turn or spin in that turn there is no recovery
and you impact the ground. It is far safer to be head
up controlling from the uprights with your head
further away from the ground and your lower body
parts positioned to absorb energy when contacting
the ground.
➲➲ Release the upright on the side of the hang glider
that is going to impact the ground first and hang on
to the other one so your head will be swinging up and
away from the ground; assist the glider to absorb
the energy of the impact as much as possible.
John Twomey, HGFA Operations Manager

HGFA Document
Map System
HGFA Document Map Register has been
developed to create a version control
system for all HGFA Forms, Manuals, and
Syllabus, which will allow all to view and
access the HGFA documentation structure.
Due to recent Entry Control Procedures
placed by CASA, the HGFA Document
Map will assist in meeting compliance
obligations.
A single point of access to view the HGFA
Document Map Register and forms are
available on the HGFA website location:

[www.hgfa.asn.au] – ‘Forms’
The objective is to ensure the correct
Version Control is used at all times by
members, HGFA Instructors and HGFA
National Office.
Current Version: v2.0 Oct 2012
HGFA Office Manager
SKYSAILOR
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Women’s
1 Corinna Schwiegershausen
2 Francoise Dieuzeide-Banet
3 Alexandra Serebrennikova

GER
FRA
RUS

Moyes Litespeed 3.5s
Wills Wing T2c
Moyes Litespeed S3

3154
2885
2783

Teams
1
2
3
6

Italy
France
USA
Australia

9 team members		
7 team members		
10 team members		
4 team members		

12435
11931
11627
9178

News

Product News

Rinaldo Vuerich flies in Kenya
Photo: Courtesy Nova

New Advance Sigma 9 – EN-C with lower aspect ratio and more performance

Kari Roberson’s
new (unofficial)
Australian Women’s
Distance Record

Motion Passed: That the HGFA remove
Pre-Paid Visiting Membership Applications
– commencing immediately.

Launching from Greenacres
(Deniliquin), Kari Roberson flew an
(unofficial) new Australian Women’s record.
On 20 January, the Nova team pilot covered
297.65km in 7:16 hours, piloting her Mentor 3 with an
average speed of 41,28km/h.
She wrote: “This flight is a good example of the performance
and type of flights the Mentor 3 is capable of! While it doesn’t have
the ‘refined’ handling of the Factor 2, I think the performance is similar,
Photo: Courtesy Nova
if not better, and I love how solid it is in turbulent, windy conditions during
low saves. I am also impressed with its climbing ability – it tracks beautifully into
thermals and climbs superbly even though I am overloading my XS at about 93kg (I had
to carry eight litres of water in case I landed out in 40ºC temperatures).”
Flight details at [www.xcontest.org/world/en/flights/detail:KariRoberson/20.1.2014/01:37#fd=flight].
Till Gottbrath, Nova

Visiting Pilot Membership Applications
are available as follows:

Rinaldo Vuerich: 1762.84km in 13 days in Kenya

Visiting Pilot Pre-paid
(Blue) Membership
– Policy Change
The HGFA Committee of Management
passed a motion at its 4/2/2014
meeting that effects a change in
policy regarding ‘Prepaid Visiting Pilot
Membership’ applications.

1. VPM Online Member Services available:
	Got to [www.hgfa.asn.au] and select
or
2.	Hard Copy > Forms are available from
[hgfa.asn.au] website under ‘Forms’
and complete the following:
•	MEM-02 HGFA Visiting Pilot
Membership Application
•	MEM-07 HGFA Release Assumption
of Risk & Warning – Oct2012
• Include a scanned copy of current
credentials
HGFA Office Manager
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Rinaldo Vuerich (Italy) carried on where he left off last
season. In preparation for the XC season in the Alps he
spent 13 days in Kenya, flying a total of 1762.84km.
Together with a bunch of other pilots he had his
basecamp in Kerio View on the edge of the Rift Valley.
Rinaldo completed six >200km flat triangles, proving
the XC suitability of the Mentor 3 once again.
But he was not the only successful Mentor pilot
around. Austrian Peter Mungenast is doing his best
to overtake Rinaldo and came very close. In addition,
Lukasz Sieminski (Poland), Manfred Reiter and Markus
Eder (both from Austria), Wieland Steffen (Germany),
Alessandro Pompei and Hubert Wegleiter (both from
Italy) and Igor Casu (Romania) are also logging miles on
their Mentors.

Check out the rankings at [www.xcontest.org/
world/de/ranking-pg-standard/] and [http://dhv-xc.
de/xc/modules/leonardo/index.php?name=leonardo&o
p=competition].
Till Gottbrath, Nova

Hang Gliding Pre-Worlds 2014, Valle de Bravo
Mexico – Results
Overall

1 Christian Ciech
Ita Icaro 2000 Laminar
6274
2 Zac Majors
USA Wills Wing T2c 144 6090
3 Antoine Boisselier
Fra Icaro 2000 Laminar 5925
4 Mario Alonzi
Fra Aeros Combat Gt
5880
5 Filippo Oppici
Ita Wills Wing T2c
5843
6 Jon Durand Jnr
Aus Moyes Litespeed Rx3.5 5826
7 Pedro Luis Garcia Morelli Esp Wills Wing T2c
5470
8 Gerd Dönhuber
Ger Skyline 800
5467
9 Paris Williams
USA Aeros Combat
5259
10 Gianpietro Zin
Fra Icaro 2000 Laminar 5186
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Advance (Switzerland) has just released its new EN-C certified intermediate sports
performance glider.
Less aspect ratio and weight, more performance and precision – these sum up
the Sigma 9. The latest model in the Sigma series has the lowest aspect ratio of the
current EN-C class, yet weighs in with maximal performance (L/D 10.5) and class
leading safety.
Pronounced compactness and stability delivers an exceptionally comfortable
ride and reassuring feeling, especially while accelerated in turbulent air, so
performance is fully flyable over the whole polar curve all the way to 55km/h. This is
very unlike other newer EN-Cs with higher aspect ratios achieving the same or less
usable performance, and which are much less friendly to fly or suffer from safety
issues like frontals and cravattes.
The Sigma 9 reassures with its exceptionally straightforward and easy take
off qualities and impresses with its precise, direct handling and high stability in
turbulent air when accelerated. Needless to say, the wing benefits from up-to-date
technologies such as 3D-shaping, sensible line reductions and pressure-optimised
air intakes.
The Sigma 9 is built to industry leading quality standards with attention to the
smallest detail. For example, the unique specially developed hybrid micro lines are
double coated and sheathed at the loops to ensure longevity – typically saving the
pilot around $1200 over the life of the glider compared to other brands (no need to
buy a new line set every 150 hours!)
Like its forebears the Sigma 9 is intended for experienced cross-country pilots.
The new model is available in 23, 25, 27 and 29 sizes, for weights from 60 to 130kg
and in four colour schemes (custom colours are also available) for a RRP of $4190.
For more info and test flights contact the Australian importer: Manilla
Paragliding, Godfrey Wenness, ph: 02 6785 6545 or <godfrey@flymanilla.com>. For
tech info and a video go to [www.advance.ch].
Godfrey Wenness, Manilla Paragliding

Vaavud™ Windmeter for Smartphones

The rugged and electronic-free Vaavud™ windmeter turns your compatible
smartphone into a high-tech meteorological tool, measuring wind speeds up to
48kt with near-professional precision.
Its unique design and electronic-free technology provide durability and reliability
to meet the demands of an active life and the powerful Vaavud™ app provides an
extremely easy to read and user-friendly interface, with the potential for expanded
functionality and interaction.
The Vaavud™ windmeter application works on iOS or Android smartphones and
tablets. The electronic-free signal transfer utilises the magnetic field sensor, often
April | May 2014
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News
called a digital compass, in
your phone or tablet. To be able
to detect high wind speeds, this
sensor requires a high update/
refresh frequency. The following
devices have been confirmed as
compatible with the Vaavud™
windmeter and app, and will
function across the full working
wind range:
➲➲ Apple iPhone 4 / 4s / 5
➲➲ 
Apple iPad 2, 3 and 4
generation / mini
➲➲ 
Samsung Galaxy S2 (with
supplied magnet insert
replacement) / S3 / S4
Vaavud™ windmeter for smartphones weighs only
16g (0.6oz), measures windspeed from 4 to 48kt
(2-25 m/s). The reliable electronic-free technology and
durable construction give highly accurate readings (+/4% or 0.4 knots (0.2 m/s) on a clear, neat and free app
interface with a Neoprene storage pouch included.
Vaavud™ windmeter RRP $69.50 is available from
Moyes Delta Gliders Pty Ltd, ph: 02 9316 4644 or
<moyes@moyes.com.au>.
New sail cloths now available from Moyes:

Smoke coloured PX (RHS) has the same durability and
weight as the White PX TI02 and offers another mainsail
alternative to the CZ: Code Zero (LHS).
Vicki Cain, Moyes Gliders
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Mt Buffalo
Photo: John Chapman

Gradient BiGolden3
– EN/LTF B Biplace

The Gradient team is proud to introduce its
new tandem glider BiGolden3 – lighter, faster,
more compact, with better handling and more
performance. The canopy is made from a well proven
combination of different materials – all premium
quality: Porcher Skytex Everlast double coated fabric
is used on the most exposed parts for high stability
and durability. Reinforcements are made from special
shaped nylon rods. Line drag has been significantly
reduced. A new trim system has been developed to
enhance performance and ease of handling over a
wide speed range. The weight of the BiGolden3 is just
7.3kg (size 42) which also considerably influences
dynamic flight characteristics.
BiGolden3 is also available in size 39 which can also
be used as a single glider by heavier pilots who have
problems finding a suitable single glider for their weight.
BiGolden3 is available in Australia from Paragliding
Headquarters, [www.paraglidingheadquarters.com].
Jiri Stipek, Paragliding Headquarters

BiGolden3

Ozone Rush 4 – now released in multiple sizes

At the top end of the
EN-B class it is a threeliner with an aspect ratio
of 5.55, 57 cells and the
Ozone shark nose. It
represents as much of a
leap forward in the EN-B
class as the Delta 2 did
in the EN-C class.
With a very similar
feel and precision to the
Delta 2, the Rush 4 is
very much its baby brother. Performance is not far
behind the class leading Delta 2, but with easier, more
forgiving handling.
It now comes with split MS and ML sizes, four
colours, custom colour options and a choice of pack – it
fits a wide range of XC pilots. Demo glider available at
onesmallplanet.
Gavin Zahner, onesmallplanet
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Events Calendar

2014
April

Dalby Big Air

6 to 12 April 2014
Dalby Aerodrome, Dalby, QLD. AA sanction, practice: 5 April.
Dalby HG Club invites you to a week of great flying at the
Big Air. All pilots MUST hold an aerotow endorsement, have
previous aerotow experience and be current HGFA members.
Entry fee is $425 and includes all tows (including practice
day), the famous Dalby Big Air hat, polo shirt and presentation
dinner. A $50 non-refundable deposit is required to register
and secure a place. To register please email Annie at <annie.
bruce@bigpond.com> for details on how to pay your deposit.
NOTE: Registration will close on Friday 7 March 2014, so get
in early to secure a spot. Organiser: Bruce Crerar, ph: 0418
711821 <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>, [www.nhgc.asn.au].

Australian Paramotoring
Championships 2014 & ANZAC Trophy

17 to 21 April 2014, Easter

Gloucester Aero Club, NSW. Further information via
[www.ppgaustralia.com/AussieVKiwi/2014/Aust_PPG_
Champs2014.htm].

Moyes Team Challenge 2014
18 to 22 April 2014, Easter

Bill Moyes’ paddock, north of Forbes Airport, NSW. All pilots
welcome to the Moyes Team Challenge hosted by Moyes Delta
Gliders and Liteflite. One of the world’s greatest flatland
hang gliding locations invites you to experience the thrill of
competitive hang gliding, enhance your flying skills and further
enjoy the great camaraderie of hang gliding. Open to all pilots
with HGFA membership, aerotow & VHF endorsement . Entry
fee: $270, incl. getting you onto a team with a team leader, day
prizes, Friday & Sunday night BBQs (Saturday night we hope to
get together at the Forbes Inn). All tows are paid separately at
$25 per tow. Liteflite tow cards can be purchased in Forbes. All
your flying gear (in good working order), plus tow release, GPS,
UHF and VHF radio. There will be one team leader and three
team members of varying experience per team. All beginners,
intermediate and advanced pilots and gliders are welcome.
Each morning we set an achievable task, launch together
and fly with your team to goal, getting scored according to
your glider category with a handicap system (based on skill
level). As a pilot you get a taste of competition, briefing,
weather, using your instruments, flying a course, making
goal, downloading and scoring. You decide whether you want
the competition experience, hone your cross-country or
thermalling skills, set a few PBs or come along for a fun long
weekend. Last year’s team leaders included Jonny Durand
Jnr, Trent Brown, Bruce Wynne and Len Paton. Numbers are
limited, dependant on Dragonflys available, so register now
to book your slot. Retrieve is not included. We’re working
on options, if you know anyone interested in driving please
have them email us. VHF Airband radio and radio licence are
mandatory for all hang gliders and Dragonflys to be able to
fly from the Forbes Airport. Contact Curt Warren at Warren
Windsports for further information.Full entry fee is due upon
registering. Registrations close at midnight, Friday, 4 April.
Payments are fully refundable if we receive a request by email
by midnight, Friday, 11 April. Refunds may be available after
that date. PayPal fees are not refundable. Register at [www.
forbesflatlands.com/reg-pilot.php]. For more information
email <fly@forbesflatlands.com>.

Eungella Easter Social Flying Weekend
18 to 21 April 2014, Easter

Mt Borah, NSW
Photo: Brooke Whatall
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Duaringa Flying Club is organising an all-welcome, come-see
Eungella Easter long weekend. Eungella is approximately one
hour’s drive inland from Mackay, QLD. Launch is from the ramp
at the Chalet. See [www.eungellachalet.com.au], camping
[www.facebook.com/ExplorersHevan]. Scenery guaranteed,
weather… Contact: Tim Osborn <Timothy.J.Osborn@bigpond.

com>, mobile 0429 338791. No fees, no registration, but if
you could let me know for numbers sake if you are coming,
that would be appreciated.

Flatter Than The Flatlands
18 to 21 April 2014, Easter

Birchip, VIC. Hang glider pilots are invited to the 22nd Flatter
than the Flatlands cross-country towing competition. The
event will be conducted over the four-day Easter long
weekend. Entry fee is $80 and includes map, daily prizes,
presentation BBQ, scoring, goal beers and lots of fun. GPS and
parachute are required. Discounts are available for teams with
a first time pilot. Organiser: Wesley Hill, ph: 0408 305943 or
<wes.hill@yahoo.com.au>, [www.sacra.biz/fttf].

Paragliding State of Origin 2014
18-20 April 2014, Easter

Mt Borah, Manilla, NSW. For the novice, this is a great way
to get into comp and XC flying in a fun and safe way –
it’s about the promotion of skills and safety. The comp is
based on flying crews (5 pilot teams: 1 Adv, 2 Nov plus 2
other pilots), so get your crew together. Handicapping is
used for scoring. C grade sanction (pending). Requirements:
Reserve, UHF radio and at least three hours of XC flights (XC
course recommended). Fee: $25, early bird discount fee $20
(Registering before 5/4/14). Register at:  Oz Comps [http://
newcastleparaglidingclub.org.au] State of Origin. For info
and pilot pack contact James Thompson on 02 4946 8680
or <jamesflys@gmail.com>.

October
Propfest 2014

4 to 6 October 2014, Labour Day weekend
Helidon Golf Course, QLD. For information contact: Matt Fox
<www.foxairsports.com.au/].

2014 Corryong Cup Open
Hang Gliding Competition
After a windy practice day, Day 1 was canned
due to strong wind, but things improved from
then on and resulted in six valid tasks and
about 450km of flights.
Courtesy of Corryong Cup HG Comp Facebook Page
Task 1 – Ridge Soar, 6
January, 44.5km.
Task 2 – Blue Day, 7
January, 44.9km: Over 30
pilots in goal. What a day!
Task 3 – Happy Days,
8 January, 80.9km: Many
happy faces in Khancoban
goal.
Task 4 – How Good
Is Corryong, 9 January,
37.2km: Another great
day at Corryong after a

November
Mt Beauty Fly-in

21 to 23 November 2014
Mt Beauty, NE VIC. The fly-in is held at the Mt Beauty Airfield,
a four minute drive from town. Kiewa valley also has two free
flying spots – Mt Emu, 3200ft launch, on the east side of the
valley, and Tawonga Gap, 2100ft launch, to the west of the
valley. There will be a BBQ lunch, Saturday and Sunday, and
burgers, snags and drinks for sale. The money raised goes to
the airfield committee to pay for the amenities. For further
info contact Simon Wills (Willsy) <swillsy@bigpond.net.au>.

2015

slow start the day improved.
Task 5 – Tough Therapy, 10 January, 91.1km.
Task 6 – Good Fun, 11 January, 60.5km: Congratulations to 1st Steve Crosby, 2nd
Don Gardner, 3rd Rory Duncan as well as Todd Wisewould, Daniel Summers and Nick
Wilson, but also to everyone who came along and had a dig – you're all winners!
Final Results are up at [www.corryongcup.williamolive.com/Results/2014/Open].

January

XC Camp 2015

31 January to 7 February 2015
Mt Borah, Manilla, NSW. Free event for XC pilots of all levels.
Informal distances are scored using your choice of online
system or straight line Open Distance off your GPS. Come
for as many days as you like, fly as far as you can, fly with
and learn from some of the best XC pilots. Many pilots
achieve PBs in Manilla each year. Mt Borah has four huge
astro-turfed launches for nearly all wind directions, easy
landings, developed for the 2007 Worlds. The Manilla area
offers some of the world’s safest XC flying for all pilot levels,
from novice to expert, with some thermalling experience.
Daily weather briefings by Godfrey Wenness, tips and trick
sessions, campfire discussions, regular day prizes and scoring
updates in all classes (Fun/Sport/Serial). Open Class gliders
are welcome to attend but won’t be scored. Camping ($7/
night, $9/night powered), cabins available on site, new cafe
and licensed bar, two camp kitchens, BBQ, swimming pool.
Contact: <godfrey@flymanilla.com>.
April | May 2014

Main photo: Rory Duncan

Editor’s Note: I’m hoping
to receive a more
detailed report for
future publication.

Photos: Courtesy Corryong Cup HG Competition
on Facebook
April | May 2014
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The Long Way Around

After many years of not bothering to go cross-country because
of the long waits by the side of the road when I was hang
gliding, it was time I decided to change and give it another go.
by Greg Holbut

T

A thermal producing mine
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Boggabri
All photos: Greg Holbut

On my way

aking the Explorer train to Tamworth and changing to the Countrylink bus, I arrive at Manilla late in
the afternoon and eventually someone came down from the ‘The Mountain’ to pick me up. A long but
relaxing day.
After being introduced to the other pilots staying at the farm, it was time to cook a meal and crash for
a good night’s sleep .
Things looked pretty promising the next day, so four of us headed up the hill
at midday to find what seemed like a reasonable series of cycles coming up the
hill. Well, we all found out it was rather turbulent, with broken lift near launch
and I ended up going down at 5.6m/sec while another flyer had a big collapse and
wasn’t impressed at all!
After ending up back at the farm, two of us decided to have another go.
This turned out to be a good choice for me. When my companion launched, he
maintained but chose not to climb and went straight for the farm (he flew 180km
on the following day), while I launched straight into a thermal but did not like its
drift and left it to look for something better which I quickly found.
One thing lead to another and I found myself slowly crossing the fields and hills
toward Boggabri, having to stop twice in zeroes and once waiting for about 25
minutes in one spot something to happen. Later, at the gap and over one of the big
mines, I got a 9.7m/sec climb and 11,000ft bases.
After several hours, I arrive at Boggabri with a few thousand feet to spare and
bumped into a good thermal over town, but decide since it was six o’clock, I had
better land and arrange my transport back and accommodation if necessary. In
retrospect, I should have climbed out and headed back up the road as far as I could
to hitch back.
As it turned out, no one could pick me up that night or the next day, so I
arranged a room at a hotel – the only one left as the place was full of mine workers.

I rang Countrylink and arranged a ticket back to Manilla for the princely sum of $2.50 – sometimes it’s good
to be old!
Enjoying a marinated pork chop with chips and salad, washed down with a freezing cold ale and
surrounded by gleeful kids who had seen me hovering around the town earlier asking silly questions – like,
‘Shouldn’t you be playing bowls at your age?’ – made for a pleasant evening before retiring to a blissful
sleep.
Due to track work there were no trains, just replacement coaches. These turned out to provide a
different perspective of the scenery and passed many of my old landing sites from when I was hang gliding
at the Breeza Plains back in the 80s and early 90s, including Gunnedah, Curlewis and Quirindi. Having left at
10:15 am, about 30 minutes late, we arrive at Werris Creek and missed the connection. I had a few hours’
wait until the next bus – which was not so bad as there are a few eateries in
town and an interesting museum at the station, so time went fast enough. Still,
fairly frustrating seeing that it was a good flying day though!
Eventually, after two more buses, I arrive at Manilla and no one could pick
me up, so I rang the cab only to discover there no longer is a cab in Manilla. Hot
and tired, I decided to catch the bus home the following day and be satisfied
with having one good flight plus a return adventure in the most economical way.
Fortunately, having been coming to Manilla for almost 30 years now, I have
a friend or two and one of these lent me her car so I could go to the farm to
collect my gear.
Three days of travelling one way or another, but the best travelling was in
the air. In future, I will be far better prepared and have decided to go by car so
I could hire a driver if things are looking good! While it is pretty much the end
of the season for me, I am now enthused to do some cross-country flying and
Manilla remains the best place for me to do it. Having proven it possible to return
by train is handy to know too – maybe I’ll do it again another day?
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Approaching Boggabri
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Tasmanian HG & PG Association

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club

All clubs please check details in this section carefully

Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs.

All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs

HGFA National Office
4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, & 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager
John Twomey & 0417 644633 < john.twomey@

hgfa.asn.au> <manager.operations@hgfa.asn.au>.

HGFA Administrative Manager
Trene Randles & 03 9336 7155 <office@hgfa.
asn.au> <trene.randles@hgfa.asn.au>.

➲➲ For information about site ratings, sites
and other local matters, contact the appro
priate State associations, region or club.

HGFA Committee
of Management
Pres: Greg Lowry <president@hgfa.asn.au>
<greg.lowry@hgfa.asn.au> & 0400 759105.
V-Pres: Brett Coupland <vicepresident@hgfa.
asn.au> <brett.coupland@hgfa.asn.au>.
Sec: Sun Nickerson <secretary@hgfa.asn.au>
<sun.nickerson@hgfa.asn.au> & 0466 399850.
Trs: Grant Cassar <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au>
<grant.cassar@hgfa.asn.au>.
Committee Members:

States

All correspondence, including
changes of address, membership renewals, short term
memberships, rating forms
and other administrative
matters should be sent to:

Regions
ACT HG & PG Association

LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT
0200; [www.acthpa.org]. Pres:
Alistair Dickie <alnrelly@gmail.
com> 0422 970408; V-Pres: Nic
Welbourn <nic@corinbank.com>;
Trs: Alun Mills <almills@iinet.
net.au>; Sec: Zhenshi van der Klooster
<zhenshi@mac.com>; Committee: Howard
Taylor <howardtaylor.ad@gmail.com>; Steve
Foggett <steve.foggett@homemail.com.au>;
Meetings: 1st Tue/month 7.30pm Canberra
Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.

PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South 0417 930
142 <ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; Sec:
Peter Kovesi 0432 629315 <pk@peter
kovesi.com>; Trs: Greg Lowry 0400 759105
<g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; Club Reps: Simon
Shuttleworth (Albany), Mark Wild (Sky
Pirates), Mike Duffy (Western Soarers), Rick
Williams (Hill Flyers), Mark Stokoe (Dust
Devils); Non-Club Rep: Chris Bennet.

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association

PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Ralf Gittfried
<president@nswhpa.org> 0466 566288;
V-Pres/PO: Nir Eshed <Vice-President@
nswhpa.org> 0423 422494; Sec: Fred Crous
<Secretary@nswhpa.org> 0425 227 075;
Trs: Graeme Cran <treasurer@nswhpa.org>
0487 205171; Committee: Brett Coupland,
David Holmes, Tony Dennis, Chris Clements,
Allan McMillan, Louis Klein, Michael Stott.

North Queensland State Association

Rick Williams <rick.williams@hgfa.asn.au>.

PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <flying@cairnshang
glidingclub. org>; V-Pres: Daniel Keech 0427
888893 <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs:
Tracey Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881,
0418 963796 <info@azurephotography.
com>; PG rep: Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association

Alex Jones <alex.jones@hgfa.asn.au>.
Brian Webb <brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au>
& 0417 530972.
Peter Allen <peter.allen@hgfa.asn.au>.

PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding
queensland.com>, Sec/Trs: Rod Stead 0428
132215 <roderick.stead@rpsgroup.com.au>.
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PO Box 268, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, [www.
thpa.org.au]. Pres: Keith Wales 0407 516845
<giligan42@hotmail.co.uk>; V-Pres: Ramon
Brasnja 0419 652693 <beatclepto@hotmail.
com>; Sec/Trs: Rob Steane 0418 146137
<robsteane@netspace.net.au>.

Victorian HG & PG Association

PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au]. Pres: Rob van der Klooster 0408 335
559 <president@vhpa.org.au>; Sec: Stephen
Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@vhpa.
org.au>; Trs: Stephen Leake 0409 553401
<treasurer@vhpa.org.au; SO: Kevin Grosser
0419 022225 <safetyofficer@vhpa.org.au;
Site Dev. Officer: Mark Pike 0408 801356
<mark.pike@baesystems.com>; Committee:
Brian Webb 0417 530972 <brianmwebb@
alpineinfotech.com.au>; Jan Bennewitz (Web
master) 0423 139923 <jan.bennewitz@
gmail.com>; Anthony Meechan 0407 163796
<meeks65@yahoo.com.au>; Nigel Streeter
<nstreeter@bigpond.com>.

Clubs

Contacts

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA <sahga.
exec@gmail.com>. Pres: Stuart McClure
0428 100796; Sec/Trs: Rob Woodward
0408 808436.

Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required
to be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if
confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where no current forms or
confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken as having expired.

HGFA

South Australian HG/PG/ML Association

New South Wales
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.

[bmhgc.blogspot.com] Pres: Kacper
Jankowski <KJankowski@ccia.
unsw.edu.au>; V-Pres: Gregor Forbes
0421 376680 <forbesy@virgin
broadband.com.au>; Sec: Alexander
Drew 0423 696677 <revant01@
yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Allan Bush (HG SSO)
<bethandallan@bigpond.com>,
0407
814524; Comps: Mark Stewart (PG SO)
<artik_mark@yahoo.com.au>, 0421 596345,
Comp: 2nd & last Sunday of each month.
Meetings: Contact committee.

Central Coast Sky Surfers

PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: Rod Burke
0401 923923 <president@centralcoast
skysurfers.com>; V-Pres: Javier Alvarez 0418
116681 <vice president@centralcoastsky
surfers.com>; Sec: Geoff Bednal 0418 468
065 <secretary@centralcoastskysurfers.
com>; Trs: Phillip Wheen <treasurer@central
coastskysurfers.com>, SSOs: Javier Alvarez
0418 116681 <mediacentralcoastsky
surfers.com>, John Harriott 0412 442705
<nationalparksliaisoncentralcoastskysurfe
rs.com>. Meetings: 1st Thu/month, 7:30pm,
Erina Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.

Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club

6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486 <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.

PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond
Sparkes 0433 917011; V-Pres: Andrew Swan
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1
@bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
Porter 0415 920444 <porter.michael60@
gmail.com>; V-Pres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491
150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Inc.

Pres: Stephen Robertson 0457 123102;
V-Pres: Krizzo Becker 0420 479008; Sec/Trs:
Paul Cox 0421 072897.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.

PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.org.
au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02 6785
6545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>, V-Pres/Sec/
Trs: Bob Smith 0428 317735 <bobskisan@gm
ail.com>, SSOs: Mark Russell 0434 895185 (HG).

Mid North Coast Flyers Inc

11 Grenadines Way, Bonny Hills NSW 2445
<www.midnorthcoastflyers.com.au>. Pres:
Daniel Rose 0411 897255; V-Pres: Murray
Dawes 0487 177928, Sec/Trs: Liz Alley 0409
360062. SSO: Chris Rogers 0407 918099.
Site info: Derek Lotter 0410 640519 or Chris
Rogers 0407 918099.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club

93 Wommara Ave, Belmont Nth NSW 2280;
[www.nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dawson Brown
0429 675475 <president@nhgc.asn.
au>; V-Pres: Gary Herman 0401 772289
<vicepresident@nhgc.asn.au>; Sec: James
Pallas <secretary@nhgc.asn.au>; Trs: Allan
McMillan 0400 637070 <treasurer@nhgc.
asn.au>; SOs: Coastal–Tony Barton 0412
607815, Inland–Scott Barrett 0425 847208,
John O’Donohue 02 49549084, PG–James
Thompson 02 49468680; Newsletter: David
Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@nhgc.asn.
au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm
South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.

Newcastle Paragliding Club

Pres: Neil Bright 0412 689067 <tojofly@
iprimus.com.au>; V-Pres: Robert Lackner 0407
934808 <rlackner@bigpond.net.au>; Sec:
Andrew Burchell 0403 772563 <andrew
burchell1@gmail.com>; Trs: Joshua Ludwick &
Adam Andrews; SSO: James Thompson 0418
686199 <jamesfly@gmail.com>. Meetings:
Last Tue/month, 7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.

Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc

Pres: Ray Firth 0425 314735 <rayfirth@gmail.
com>; V-Pres: Michael Lamb 0422 611318
<lamykiwi@optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Gregory
Evans 0422 688491 <evans100@optusnet.
com.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor 0434 882834
<alan@2t4l.com>; SSO: Doug Sole 0412
728959 <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>.

Northern Rivers HG & PG Club

PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net]. Pres: Andrew Polidano 0442
8666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>; V-Pres:
Brian Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@
optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Gavin Hartel; Trs:
James McEwan 0437 368999 < nrhgpgc@
gmail.com>; PR: Jan Smith 0438 876929
<jansmith.cloudnine@gmail.com>; Web:
Raven Dover Sites: Peter Wagner 0431 120
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942, Col Rushton 0428 751379 <colin.
rushton@bigpond.com>; SSO (PG): Lindsay
Wooten 0427 210993 <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): Andrew Polidano
0428 666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>.
Meetings: Byron Bay Services Club, 7pm, 1st
Fri/month.

NSW Sky Hawks

Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres: Tony Dennis 0418
574068 <fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: William
Olive 0412 423133 <William.Olive@hne
health.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: John Jablonskis
0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>.

The Pico Club (Paramotor Club)

[www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Geoff Sanders
0427 652207 <sanders3675@yarhoo.com.
au>; V-Pres: Justin Shaw 0407 884351
<jkshaw1@gmail.com>; Sec/SSO: Simon
Wills 0418 554872 <swillsy@bigpond.net.
au>; Trs: Andrew McCarthy <natmarks@tpg.
com.au>; PO: Jeff Hoffmann 0429 206233
<jandlhoffman@bigpond.com>; SO: Mike
Forwood; Web: Andrew Shipley 0407 511451
<andrewshipley@netspace.net.au>.

dog6@bigpond.com>; Sec: Tracey Hayes
<info@azurephotography.com.au>; Trs: Daniel
Keech <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Committee:
Ted Powell, Brod Osborne, Joe Reyes.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Rod Flockhart 0412 882639
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Ken Hill
0418 188655 <vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>;
Sec: Mark Kropp 0416 181915 <secretary@
chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Hana Krajcova 0424 257
381 <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Grants Officer:
Matt Cage 0410 589800; SSO PG: Phil Hystek
0418 155317, 07 55434000 (h), Brandon
O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc

C/O Shayne Towers-Hammond, 3 Waterline
Way, Rosslyn QLD 4703. Pres/SSO:
Shayne Towers-Hammond 0434 544148
<shayne.16@hotmail.com>; Sec: Bill
Gonch; Trs: Fraser Strain; SOs: Fraser
Strain, Kent Gosden; CFI: Jean-Luc Lejaille
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com> 0418 754157.

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.

PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508, [www.
flystanwell.com]; Pres/Trs: Peter Ffrench
0403 076149 <president@flystanwell.com>
<treasurer@flystanwell.com>; V-Pres: Fred
Smeaton 0402 808031; Sec: Mark Mitsos
0408 864083 <secretary@flystanwell.
com>; SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083
<SSO@flystanwell.com>.

’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: James
Lowe 0418 963315 <j.lowe@cqu.edu.au>;
Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699 <jaw12@
bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 0427 177
237 <jonathon.a.wall@team.telstra.com>;
SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 07 49387607.
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club

Conondale Cross-Country Club

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au] <shgc
@live.com.au>. Pres/SO: Ken Stothard
<kstothar@optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Vicki
Cain <Vicki@moyes.com.au>; Sec: Adrian
Bannister <adrian.bannister@yahoo.com.au>;
Trs: John Selby <jselby@pivit.net.au>; SSO:
Doug Sole <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>.
Meetings: Juniors @ the Junction, Anzac Pde,
Maroubra, 8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.org]. Pres: Georges Magnan 0412
062602 <georges.magnan@molnlycke.
com>; V-Pres: Greg Hurst 0417 908496
<greghurst@optusnet.com.au>;
Sec:
Monique Zimany; Trs: Rob Middleton 0403
760588 <rrmiddleton@gmail.com>; SSO-PG:
David Holmes 0408 366505 <ny_studios@
hotmail.com>; SSO-PPG: Brett Coupland 0409
162616 <brett@ppgaustralia.com>; SSO-HG:
Rohan Taylor 0425 268080 <rohantaylor@
yahoo.com>. Meeting: Harbord Bowling Club,
Bennett St, Freshwater, 7pm, 1st Tue/month
(except January).

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club

50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563 <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662 <trike@tpg.com.au>.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Vanessa Spark <maxi
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[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Shane
Gingell 0417 619167 <fly@SEQparagliding.
com>; V-Pres: James Barr 0400 774153
<jimmibarr@gmail.com>; Sec: Brett Jensen 0417
792840 <jeno72au@yahoo.com>; Trs: Dave Todd
0400 774153 <Chameleon076@gmail.com>.

Dalby Hang Gliding Club

13 Cottman St, Buderim QLD 4556. Pres: Bruce
Crerar <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; Sec/Trs:
Annie Crerar 0418 711821 <annie.bruce@
bigpond.com>; SSO: Bruce Crerar.

Duaringa Flying Club Inc

PO Box 76, Duaringa QLD 4712. Pres: Paul
Barry 0499 22865 <prbarry@tpg.com.
au>; Sec/Trs: Tim Osborn 0499 310902
<Timothy.J.Osborn@bigpond.com.au>

Fly Killarney Inc

[http://fly-killarney.com.au/]. Pres: Scott
Farrell 0439 754303 <scott308@rocketmail.
com>; V-Pres: Dave Gibbs; Trs/Sec: Paul
McCullough <plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.

Pres: Ben Darke 0418 753220 <ben@water
bed.com.au>; Sec: Brett Paull 0435 203153
<101airbourne@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar
07 33327535 <grantcassar@iinet.net.au>.

Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581; <para
glidingsunshinecoast.com>. Pres: John Vasta
<president@paraglidingsunshinecoast.
com>; V-Pres & SSO (HG): Dave Cookman 0427
498753; Trs: Mike Edgson; Sec: Paul Green
0412 376719; SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille
0418 754157, 07 54863048.

Wicked Wings Toowoomba HG & PG Club

[www.wickedwings.com.au]. V-Pres: Adrian
Palfrey 0408 341181 <adrianpalfrey@
hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Joe Colfs 0422 587636
<joe_colfs@hotmail.com>; Trs: Craig Dunn;
Sec: Lachlan Weeks 0418 933570 <Lachlan.
weeks@yahoo.com.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club

Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122 <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

Northern Territory
Alice Springs Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

Alice Springs NT 0870. Pres: Richard Binstead
0422 956967 <rbinstead@gmail.com>.

Victoria
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club

<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Peter
Hannah; SSO: Rob van der Klooster 0408
335559, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923.
Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue see [www.
dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dave Moore
0432 152101 <Dave.moore@gmail.com>;
Sec: Peter Cass 0422 246326 <P_J_Cass@
yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Noel Bear 0425
801813 <Treasurer@mhgc.asn.au>; SSO:
Peter Holloway 0408 526805 <Info@
freedomairsports.com.au>; Committee: Merv
Dannefaerd, Brad Howarth, Brett Huggan &
Johannes Straub. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month,
Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Rd, Hawthorn East
VIC 3123.

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club

Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo
252@gmail.com>; Sec: Kieran Schultz 0468
941652 <kdmschultz@hotmail.com>; Trs:
Jon Seltin; Committee: Bill Oates, Bill Brooks,
Alex Morgan, John Seltin; SSO: Karl Texler
0428 385144; Meetings: [nevhgc-membersforum@googlegroups.com].

Skyhigh Paragliding Club

[www.skyhighparagliding.org].
Pres: Chris Noye <pres@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; V-Pres: Alister Johnson <vp@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Trs: Matthew
Gruba <tres@skyhighparagliding.org.
au>; Sec: Stephen McCulloch <sec@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; M’ship: Paul
Larkin <mem@skyhighparagliding.org.
au>; Nov Rep: Peter Kemeny <nov@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Web: Romann
Kudinoff <wm@skyhighparagliding.org.au>;
Committee: Tania Roullet. Meetings: 1st Wed/
month 7:30pm Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson
St, Abbotsford. No meeting in Nov or Jan.

Southern Microlight Club

[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au]
Pres: Chris Bullen <president@southernmicro
lightclub.com.au>; V-Pres: Tony Batson <vicepresident@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>;
Sec: Steve Bell <secretary@southernmicro
lightclub.com.au>; Trs: Dean Marriott <treas
urer@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>;
Editor: Trevor Lane <trevor@teknological.
com.au>; Web: Steve Bell <web
master@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>.

Victorian Air Hogs

[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum:
[http://skypirates.freeforums.org/]. Club
for WSM, PPG & PHG pilots. Contact: Bohdan
Philippa <bohdan392@gmail.com>.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club

PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc.
org]. Pres: Phillip Campbell 0438 428569
<campbell.p@giant.net.au>; V-Pres: Greg
Beglehole 0419 889153 <greg@heating
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Nicky Shalders; Trs:
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860 <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp
0408 678734 <rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>; Site Committee Chairperson: Steve
Norman; Committee: James Wynd, Will
Faulkner. Meetings: Last Sat/month, The
Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia
Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.

Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA
6051. Pres/SSO: Rod Merigan 0439 967971
<rmerigan@paraglidewesternaustralia.com.
au>; V-Pres/SO: Gabriel Bressan <gabebres@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Trs: Colin Brown
0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.com>.
Meetings: Last Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne
Park Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.

[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Pres/SSO
Kalgoorlie: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.
net.au>, 0427 328638; Trs: Phil Clarkson <phil.
clarkson@hotmail.com.au>, 0405 144475;
Sec: Jarod Dashwood <jarod.dashwood@gmail.
com. SSO Perth: Mark Stokoe <wrx2002@
iinet.net.au>, 0414 932461.

Hill Flyers Club Inc.

<hillflyers@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary
Bennet 0412 611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls
0417 690386, Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397,
Dave Longman 08 93859469. Meetings held
on site during club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.

WA Sky Pirates (PPG)

Pres: Mark Wild <mwild@gastech.com.au>
0411 423923; Trs: Mark Hayton <mark.
hayton@riotinto.com> 0439 513465;
Sec: Kevin Hatten <kevinhatten@bigpond.
com> 0419 845509; SSOs: Mark Wild 0411
423923, Gordon McCabe 0407 776462.

Western Microlight Club Inc.

Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres:
Keith Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey
0428 504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408
949004.

Western Soarers

PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril
Eliopulos <wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs:
Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs:
Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull,
Rick Williams, Michael Duffy. Meetings:
See [http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/
western_soarers/].
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Schools & Maintenance

New South Wales

Queensland

Victoria

Western Australia
Australia Wide Services
PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best, our CFI
Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding Champion)
has been involved in paragliding since 1990 & instructing
for over 10 years.

Courses

➲➲ Introductory & HGFA licence course
➲➲ Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
➲➲ SIV courses
➲➲ Tow courses
➲➲ XC tandem flights
➲➲ Equipment Sales

Rainbow Paragliding•APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders

We are now conducting SIV courses.

See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
[www.activeflight.com.au]

<shop@paraglidingrainbow.com>
➲➲ Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rain
bow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round,
60km cross-country flights have been achieved in winter!
➲➲ FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own
pace, between eight to 10 days.
➲➲ REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the
experts.
➲➲ INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the
knowledge.
➲➲ SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-in,
maintenance and repairs.
➲➲ YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia
PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581

Professional Paragliding

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>
[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

➲➲ Tandem Introductory Flights
➲➲ Paragliding Courses and Certifications
➲➲ Pilot Development Clinics
➲➲ Free Introduction course
➲➲ Tandem Endorsements
➲➲ Sales and Service

Certified Paraglider
Repairer
Testing & Repairs
➲➲ Comprehensive testing
and repairs to all
paragliders
➲➲ Fully equipped service and
repair agents for: Advance,
Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin, Gradient, Mac Para,
Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, Paratech, Sky, Skywalk, Swing,
UP
➲➲ Full written report
➲➲ Harness repair and modifications
➲➲ Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
➲➲ Parachute repacking
➲➲ Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, New
Zealand and Asia
➲➲ Prompt turnaround

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

SO YOU’VE HAD
A CLOSE CALL?
Often the experience is something you’ll never forget and you have learned from it.

Why not share your story so that others can learn from it too?
If we publish it, we’ll give you $500.
Articles should be between 450 and 1000 words. If preferred, your identity
will be kept confidential. Email us at fsa@casa.gov.au. Clearly mark
your submission in the subject field as ‘SPORTAVIATION CLOSE CALL’
Please do not submit
articles regarding events
that are the subject
of a current official
investigation.
Submissions may be
edited for clarity, length
and reader focus.

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd
Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au>
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]
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Classifieds

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per issue will
be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by email <office@hgfa.
asn.au>, fax: 03 93367177 or post: 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042. The deadline is the 1st of the month, one
month prior to publication date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission of the
classified must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include your contact details (for
prospective buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verification) and the State under which you would like the classified
placed. (Note that the above does not apply to commercial operators. Instructors may place multiple classified entries, but
will be charged at usual advertising rates.)

Advertising Guidelines

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the maintenance requirements as
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should
always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of maintenance logs for the
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Microlights & Equipment

Airborne XT 582 Outback, with Cruze wing. New engine with 10
hrs, wing/base 182 hrs. GX2 Skydat instruments, 760 Microair
radio, 70-litre fuel tank, trike & prop covers, bar mitts, log
books. Great condition, $28,000. Located in Geelong, VIC.
Contact: Chris & 0404 316 913.
Airborne XT 912 Tundra with Arrow wing, 190 hrs on base,
20 hrs on wing. Microair radio. Always hangared, based in
Maitland, NSW – $45000 negotiable. Contact: Pete & 0438
056 279.
Nanolight Powerlight trike, Australian made, Corsair 175
engine, 25hp, 100 hrs, new seat belts, incl. carry/set-up frame
on wheels & covers, airworthy, Sting 2XC wing, 2 spare DTs, all
in excellent condition – $6750. Contact: Steve & 0401 861
129 (Brisbane).

Hang Gliders & Equipment

Aeros Combat-GT comp spec 2012 model, $6,500, for further
info contact: Neil & 0407 463 668 or <waxed64@yahoo.
com>.
FLPHG Harness Mosquito NRG. Near new, approx. 20 hrs use. Suit
pilot medium build up to 175cm tall (custom fitted). Willing
to split freight costs, $4500. Contact: & 0407 991 240 or
<josephkenna@rocketmail.com>.
Litespeed S3.5, very good condition, carbon outer LE, dive
struts, battens, LE inserts, PX sail, Zoom frame, Fast speedbar,
130 hrs, wires 40 hrs, spare basebar, battens, tip wands,
wheels. XC+waterproof bags. $4,500. Located in Canungra,
will be at Dalby comp. Contact: Vic & 0429 039 006.

General Classifieds
Poliglide

Kangook.com

The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection
with prices. Contact: Ron & 0403 975041.
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CASA – Close Call
HGFA Document Map System
HGFA WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses
High Adventure Bali Tour 2014
Icom		
Manilla Paragliding – Ascent
Manilla Paragliding – Axess 3
Manilla Paragliding – Flying Accessories
Moyes Gliders – Malibu 2
Natalie’s Travel Insurance
Onesmallplanet
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Concertina Bag

PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3
concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA
SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, [www.parasupply.com].

Press To Talk System
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PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/
PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA
SUPPLY/PTT sys, [www.parasupply.com].
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