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Coast to Country

Taking a 150km flight beyond Stanwell Park’s picture
perfect coastal soaring and on to a new site record across
the Southern Highlands.
by Jonathan Kinred
Almost time to leave the coast behind

Leaving The Nest

Woohoo!

‘No work today,’
I thought as I
bounded out of bed. My phone had a text from Kathryn:
“Still going at 8? It’s west on the ground.” The day
didn’t seem to be going to forecast, so I used some
enthusiastic micro-meteorology to convince myself that
the cold airmass was boosting the katabatic and holding
off the reasonably strong southerly that was supposed
to blow overnight.
Curt had tweeted on Wednesday night: ‘Friday is
looking like an opportunity to go big from Stanwell Park’.
Hang on, I hear you say, Stanwell Park? The busy ridgesoaring site at the circus-like tourist lookout?

Speed wing flying in 50kt
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Pyrocumulus formed over the Picton fire, showing a high
base and hinting the day was already good inland. I was
getting itchy on the ground and a little concerned that
the helicopter activity would close the launch, so after
a quick chat with Richo, I decided waiting in the air was
better than waiting on the ground and launched.
The air felt good, but the strong southerly was
breaking up the thermals in the back of the valley and
the day didn’t seem very special. After jumping across
to Mt Mitchell a couple of times, there were some subtle
changes: The ocean was smoothing off and the smoke
stacks at Port Kembla were occasionally straightening
up – both factors indicating that the wind was easing
and it was very thermic further south.
I flew past launch a third time and waved the other
pilots up before heading for the back of the valley again.
This time it was decidedly more thermic, and with little
movement from the gliders on launch I crossed over to
Mt Mitchell arriving with plenty of height and finding
a 400ft/min thermal that I took to 2000ft – the first
indicator that it was indeed a special day.
I looked back at launch, still wondering why no
topless gliders were launching. Remembering how fast
the guys behind me could fly, I pointed my glider south,
thinking they would catch me anyway.
As I rounded the corner over the Sea Cliff Bridge
a grey goshawk was being chased by two magpies. I
laughed to myself that I would be mimicking these birds
today – there were two guns behind me chasing my
site record and the day looked like it had a record in it.
I switched to XC mode and didn’t look back.

The ‘Impossible’
Dream

Anyone I’ve spoken to in the past
couple of years is familiar with
my obsession to go big from my
home site. What a lot of pilots
might be surprised to learn is
that Stanwell Park is an excellent
and consistent thermic site.
(Stay tuned for another article
about XC flying the Illawarra
escarpment.)
My idea of ‘flying to Canberra’
was dubious to most pilots –
some claimed it was impossible
and the local paragliders just
thought me crazy. This fuelled
my enthusiasm rather than curb
it and I’d given the idea some
credence the previous year by crossing no-man’s land
from the coast inland and making the Hume highway.
It was already mid-October and the season was slow.
Since the beginning of September, I’d been watching
Seabreeze and RASP like a hawk, waiting for coastal
XC conditions: Winds to get us off the hill with a cold
airmass that would support a high cloudbase over the
Southern Highlands.
On arrival at the hill, Curt was setting up with the
wind already coming around to the SSW and quite
strong. A small fire was being water-bombed by a
helicopter a kilometre or so north and a huge smoke

A spectacularly clear day on Lake Pacific

plume could be seen from a fire to the south-west. Some
of the worst fires in south-eastern NSW’s history were
burning, but Dave May had driven up the Hume highway
and was confident we’d be well south of them.
I checked for NOTAMs and rang Nowra air base to
let them know we might be coming that way. “Stanwell
Park? You’re miles from our airspace,” laughed the
controller. ‘Another non-believer,’ I thought to myself.
“It’s possible that we’ll over-fly your airspace today,” I
replied. I could sense his head shaking. “Well, we go CTAF
at lunch. Good luck.”
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Ridge Racing

I rarely stop to thermal on the stretch of escarpment
between Clifton and Thirroul. Today proved to be
different when I hit one of the strongest climbs of the
day behind Coledale and quickly gained enough height to
ignore the ridge and glide behind Sublime Point, top up a
little and head straight on to the ridge behind Bulli Pass.
I was rewarded with another very good climb that
allowed me to skip the awesome trigger point at Broker’s
Nose – a cracking run over some usually slow terrain.
At Mt Ousley I found a small climb and tentatively
pushed into the lee of Mt Keira. As I’ve come to fly this
route more often, this has become the most intimidating
section of the flight. It’s incredibly counterintuitive
to dive into the lee of a mountain when landing options
June | July 2014

Looking out towards Kiama from Barren Grounds

are small to non-existent. It was early in the season wait and climb out from the north side where there were
and after a recent lee-side experience in France that still impossibly high cu’s forming. I was 50km out and
ended in a lucky water landing, I wasn’t feeling the love hadn’t turned back all day and considering the wind now
for the lee-side.
had a northerly component, I pushed on to the cliffs on
I reminded myself of a flight with Gerolf, when he’d the south side of the pass.
gone out the front and struggled while I’d climbed out in
the lee and continued on down the ridge. Later that day, I’d Survival Mode
joked with him that going out the front was a beginner’s At the first point I found what I thought was a weak
mistake – a claim he disputed, stating that Steve Moyes climb, but on my vario I saw 300ft/min. It brought into
had told him to go out the front. Steve was present and perspective how good the day had been so far. The
climb quickly strengthened and the Southern Highlands
exclaimed: “I NEVER go out the front of Mt Keira!”
Today I had good height, but I really wanted a started presenting themselves. I evaluated the critical
stress-free day and the thought of heading out the front first glide over the back. There were some small hills to
started creeping in. I encountered spongy air, indicating the south of Robertson that faced into the wind; they
lee-side, though I was relieved to find it was buoyant didn’t look great, but offered good landing options and
and allowed me to cross the saddle safely, opening up behind them were some ploughed potato fields – if I
a decent landing option on the other side. Feeling like a could make it to the slopes and drift over those red
hamster electrocuting itself for food, I was ‘surprised’ to fields, I had a chance of finding something. Topping out
hit a lee-side thermal that took me to 3500ft. I headed at 5500ft I aimed for the hills and went straight into
away from the ridge to have access to the landing areas ‘survival mode’.
north of Mt Kembla, and with a bit of tailwind I went
South of the township I gained a few hundred feet
around just above the mountaintop and breathed a sigh in buoyant air that dissipated quickly, so I moved on.
of relief as I now entered the first good landing option One lesson I’ve learnt from comp flying is to move on
for 15km.
quickly after performing a reasonable search pattern as
I moved quickly along the next section of ridge, you’ll only waste time and precious altitude – here in the
climbing to 5500ft, but still well below cloudbase which highlands every foot was going to count.
seemed out of reach at this point. I yahooed, since this
Continuing on I was almost in a trance state, feeling
would be more than enough height to go over the back for something… anything that indicated lift. Recalling
with. There were shallow cu’s dotting the sky all the way previous flights over this type of terrain, I changed route
to Sydney and it seemed like
the entire sky might explode
On again! February 2015
with cumulus at any moment
– things were getting exciting!
Due to the fantastic success of our last two NZ tours,
At this height it was
we’re doing it again.
unnecessary to fly the ridge,
Join CFI Phil Hystek and fly amongst the spectacular mountain
so I went on glide a kilometre
and coastal sites of our nearest neighbour.
or so behind it, hoping to
A great way to upskill your flying with invaluable mentoring,
pick up something from the
stunning scenery, crystal clear air and great company.
top of the 2000ft plateau
that could take me higher. I
Tour 1 – 6-13 February 2015: Canterbury area, Wanaka & Queenstown
continued deep into the back
Tour suitable for all pilots but especially low airtime pilots.
of Macquarie Pass, where I was
Tour 2 – 15-22 February 2015: Canterbury area, Cragieburns,
Wanaka Tour
welcomed by doughy air and
Tour
suitable
for
pilots
with
some mountain/thermic experience.
was quickly down to 3500ft.
Faced with a very flat glide out
Full tour cost and details, please contact Phil
to landing fields, I didn’t want
at <info@pgqld.com.au> or +61 418 155 317
to hang around and began
Check out our previous tour videos at <pgqld.com.au>
regretting my decision not to

Paraglide New Zealand
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Coast to Country

country, with smoke haze limiting visibility any further.
I was faced with the choice of backtracking and an
upwind leg into open country or pushing on along the
edge of Morton National Park, not knowing what lay
beyond the clearing in the forest. With clearly defined
lift and the excitement of crossing the deep gorges
below, I decided to push on and aimed for the next haze
dome. I was in deep and going deeper.
The glide over the next section was buoyant, but
beyond my landing area only an insanely wild gorge
emerged from the haze. With abundant altitude I
diverted slightly south to pick up another haze dome
and as I neared the clearing I was relieved to finally see
open country and the township of Bundanoon. There
would be a way forward, but I needed a big climb to cross
the deep gorge.

Smoke & Mirrors
One of the nicer outlandings on a previous attempt

over some lower ground, hoping for a more consolidated
thermal. I was now less than 1000ft above the ground,
but it felt much lower in this terrain – low enough to see
that my intended landing area had a bull in it. Nearing
the base of the slopes I was aiming for, I encountered
the first bubbly lift; pulling zeros and finding stronger
surges, I was giving it everything I had to stay in contact
with what little lift there was.
I gained enough altitude to continue safely on to the
hills and, luckily, I found myself drifting downwind of a
ploughed field. My glider pitched forward slightly and a
few seconds later the nose went up and I turned tightly

into a smooth 600ft/min core. The climb was solid and
a broad, thin cu started forming ridiculously high above
me. This was it! Inside I was in a frenzy, but I didn’t want
to blow it, so I put everything into the effort, adjusting
my VG for the most efficient climb. My track log shows
that I hit the climb 10km behind the ridge.
It was here I began to take more notice of my surroundings and realised the smoke plume from the fires
was drifting south and I was climbing up the edge of it.
For the past year I’d obsessed about going west and
with the ground to my north obscured by smoke haze
and the height that I had, it seemed obvious to fly the
sky. There was nothing to think about, just head west!

Into A Corner

Choose your own adventure, epic Southern Highlands sky

I jumped between a few short-lived cu’s, relaxing and
feeling amazed that I was already reaching 6500ft. I
found another cracking climb over the Fitzroy reservoir
which looked surreal under the yellow glow of the
smoke haze. The climb took me directly over Fitzroy
Falls with spectacular views – woohoo, what a great
day out! The cu’s were spacing out and not lasting long
enough to chase, but I was tuning into the conditions
and was now able to see haze domes. I wasted no
time pushing further west underneath them, getting
incredibly buoyant glides and taking in fantastic views
of Kangaroo Valley.
I decided to pull up the primitive maps on my GPS and
plan the route ahead… when my great day out ground to
a halt. On the map, Bundanoon was north of my intended
course line and I knew there was no suitable landing
terrain to the south. I quickly realised my mistake: In
my rush to head west I had ended up too far south and
in every direction except where I’d come from there was
only forest and the rugged gorges of Morton National
Park – I had flown myself into a corner!

Going Deeper

North of Berry looking at Seven Mile beach
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As I climbed toward 7000ft, I could see a farm clearing
in the forest about 10km ahead and large enough to
have a few landing options, but most likely short of the
site record. Beyond the clearing there was more gorge

As if responding to my request, a cu started forming
within easy glide and I climbed back to base. With
the luxury of altitude I took in the scenery; I was
almost completely surrounded by forest. The fields
emerging from the smoke haze around Bundanoon and
the landing area below were the only impositions. The
view over Tallowa dam and into the Ettrema wilderness
was incredibly inspiring and the thought that I had
repeated my crossing of the highlands proved it was
no fluke. Apart from the slight inconvenience of the
terrain, this was textbook flying and I had the glide to
good landing areas for a new site record. Of my flights
here and overseas, this was the most incredible flying
experience I’ve ever had.
As I started crossing the gorge, the smoke seemed
to be clearing, but in the distance I could see an orange
glow on the ground. Crap! Was I flying into a fire front?
I removed my sunglasses for a better look and visibility
dropped considerably; the amber lenses were doing a
phenomenal job of filtering the smoke haze. I sheepishly
put them back on and crossed my fingers that I wouldn’t
lose them. As I flew further the orange on the ground
turned out to be farm sheds reflecting the sun and the
smoke haze was making them look a brilliant orange.
I emerged from the smoke plume into a fantastic,
clear day in the Southern Tablelands, skirting around
the edge of the remaining forests uneventfully. The
wind was turning more northerly and as I took a climb
over Wingello the next obstacle was starting to present
itself: the deep gorge of the Shoalhaven River and just
beyond it the high limestone cliffs of Bungonia Gorge.
I put the brakes on and boated around in weak lift for
some time, scanning the area behind and to the north
of me for other gliders, as there was a good chance the
others had made it, too.
I was thinking about the next move: an upwind slog
to skirt around the gorge or hope for a big climb and to
push on over the top. The air was drying out now, but
some wispies were still forming closeby, indicating the
strongest climbs. After about 20 minutes, I started to
get frustrated and wished one would form above me so I
didn’t have to make the decision.
I worked the elusive core quite high and, drifting
further south, committed to a wild glide over the
Shoalhaven Gorge. I found another 1000ft just before
the crossing, which was lucky because I encountered
a fair bit of sink on the crosswind glide and wasn’t
June | July 2014

50km south and finally there's a way over

prepared to go deeper into the gorge to get downwind
of a huge open-cut mine. I hit a strong thermal to the
south-west anyway which had me climbing and looking
directly down into the dark depths of the Slot Canyon.
This place was significant in my life as I’d witnessed a
BASE fatality here and it was to be the second time hang
gliding would thread memories from those days back
into my life. I felt incredibly privileged to be there in that
moment, living a dream.

Safe Landing

I left the gorge behind and continued on over easy
terrain, finding the maximum altitude of the day near
Bungonia. I couldn’t believe that I had left my humble
coastal hill and was now topping out at over 8000ft in
the most spectacular country!
I whooped and hollered in solitude, then started
scanning for Lake George and, sure enough, there it was
on the horizon. There was still plenty of day left and I
could either head tailwind towards Braidwood and into
country that I wasn’t familiar with, and perhaps have no
avenue to fly further, or over-fly a declared goal at Lake
George and continue on indefinitely.
I opted for Lake George, but a strengthening
cross/headwind made the going slow. I was becoming
increasingly confused about Canberra airspace, as I’d
only flight-planned an approach from much further
north. I passed up critical altitude trying to cross a
forest only a climb or two short of the lake and was soon
grovelling in very light lift, a few hundred feet above
ground. There were a lot of powerlines in the valley
and after six hours in the air, and only a few flights in
the past couple of months, I called it a day and used
my remaining altitude to glide to a nicer landing field –
exhausted but very happy.
The landowner, Vicki, came out immediately to
confirm everything was okay. “Yes, better than okay!”
I replied.
“Where did you come from?” “Stanwell Park,”
I replied with a grin.
“Isn’t that on the coast?” “Yes.”
“Near Sydney?” “Yes.”
Then followed the humbling question that I always
find places our passion in perspective: “How are you
getting home?” I laughed and told her I would start
worrying about that now that I had landed!
Like everything else that had fallen into place on
the day, the retrieve ended up being a cinch. I rang my
dad back in Helensburgh, “Are you going to the farm
June | July 2014

Just down the ridge, 5m/s under this grey bottomed cu

this weekend?” “No, but your brothers are and they’re
about to leave.”
They would be driving to within 30 minutes of my
location – sweet! I organised for one of them to pick
up my car from Bald Hill and a few hours later we were
having dinner together in Goulburn (a retrieve driver
would have been cheaper!).

Flight time: 6 hours

Open distance: 155 kilometres
Maximum altitude: 8241 feet

Onward
And Upward

So, what’s next?
Previously, I had aspired to
fly 200km from Stanwell
and am confident that
had I turned tailwind
at Bungonia, that goal
would have been easily
attainable. Considering
it was possible to leave
an hour or more earlier
and the day had at least
another two hours flying
in it, my new ‘impossible
dream’ is 300km. Beyond
Cooma to the south-west
or beyond Cootamundra
to the west. If you want
to help me, tell me it’s
impossible!
A huge thanks to my
little bros, Hayden and
Jake, and to my friends,
Jorj and Richo. Having
friends on the ground
who will come and get you
from whatever crazy place
you end up in is a huge
mental boost in the air.
Also to Mike and Vicki in
Cowan Creek for hosting
me for a few hours when
I unexpectedly dropped in!

Tracklog [www.paraglidingforum.com/leonardo/
flight/839288].

Pilots are reminded that equipment flown and equipment used should reflect the pilots actual rating and
experience. All training must be carried out using certified equipment with initial pilot certificate training
using student/novice rated equipment.
John Twomey, HGFA Operations Manager
SKYSAILOR
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Competition Mythbusting
I just finished my first paragliding comp season! I was
fortunate enough to find enough leave to enter all three AAA
Australian paragliding competitions this year…
by Kirsten Seeto

I

had entered the Canungra competition three years
back and was unlucky enough to sit in the rain for
three days straight before abandoning the comp
(which, of course, was followed by awesome flying
weather as soon as I left).
This year I wanted to take my flying to the next level,
so I decided to give comps another try.
We were pretty lucky with the weather and I was
surprised at how much I enjoyed myself. My goal to
improve my flying was met, as was the intention to
learn as much as I could from some of the best pilots in
Australia. I only regret that I didn’t get involved in comps

sooner. So I thought I’d address some of the excuses I
made to avoid comps – some may sound familiar to you…

Myth #1: ‘I’m not good enough
to enter a comp’

Have you flown inland? Can you catch a thermal? Are you
at least intermediate rated?
If the answer to all of these questions is ‘yes’, then
you are good enough to enter an AAA comp.
Nobody wins their first comp, and there are always
some people in the bomb-out, so if that includes
you, you will be in good company. A lot of people sur-

In good company, waiting for the comp retrieve bus
having landed near locked gate valley in Canungra
Photo: Kirsten Seeto

prise themselves and end up going a lot further than
they anticipated.

Myth #2: ‘I’ll never be a comp
pilot’

If by that you mean ‘completely focussed on flying
during all your spare time’, ‘entering every National
competition’, ‘making the Australian Team’, ‘flying in
World championships’ or ‘putting every spare dollar
towards better gear’, cool – most of us will never be
that either.
For most people, the primary goal of flying comps
is not necessarily to become a World champion, but to
simply improve their flying and enjoy hanging out with
other pilots for a week.

Myth #3: ‘I don’t have the gear’

There is not a lot of gear that you need which you
wouldn’t already have if you are flying inland. Really, the
only essential piece of kit is an instrument that you can
enter comp tasks into and record a track-log. You’ll need
XCSoar or an integrated vario – like a Flytec, Flymaster
or Compeo. These dedicated instruments are not cheap,
but ask around your local club as someone may be able
to lend you one for the comp.
XCSoar is free and you only need a cheap tablet to run
it on, so look into this option too.
Ask your local club to run a talk on instruments for
comp flying.
Sort your instrument out with plenty of time before
the comp though, its good to be familiar with it before
you fly your first task.

Myth #4: ‘I don’t know what
to do in a comp’

Talk to your fellow pilots! There are lots of pilots who
have entered at least one comp who can help.
Keep an eye on the forums. Sometimes pre-season
comp clinics run to help prepare pilots who are new to
comps. Many competitions also run mentoring schemes
and allocate an experienced pilot as a point of contact
for a new pilot to help answer the questions you didn’t

want to ask in a larger forum. Be sensible with the timing
of your questions – i.e. “Can you show me how XCSoar
works?” on launch won’t probably be received too well
– and you’ll have an opportunity to learn from the best.

Myth #5: ‘It’s expensive to enter’

Yes, it can seem expensive to pay an upfront sum
without any guarantee of flying. But when you factor
in daily briefings, selection of the best launch for the
day’s conditions, planning of routes to suit the day’s
conditions, daily debriefings, organised social evenings
and in some cases, all retrieves, it’s actually a pretty
good deal.
Even on no-fly days there are usually activities
planned, such as clinics, local hikes or trips to local
attractions. In some ways it’s a lot like paying for an XC
Clinic except the actual flying of the task is up to you.

Myth #6: ‘I don’t want to fly
in a pressured situation’

I get it – it’s stressful for the first couple of tasks. You
have to be organised and there’s lots of people who
look like they know their stuff and don’t want a newbie
getting in their way…
Realistically though, it only takes a couple of days to
work out a strategy that works for you (get organised
the night before, work out what you are eating for
breakfast, pack your lunch early, etc.) and then the
routine feels familiar and predictable. Most other pilots
flying in comps are just focussed, and more than happy
to help if you need it.

Myth #7: ‘I don’t want to compare myself to how others fly’

This comes down to the expectations you have of
yourself. Even if you rate yourself as a pretty competent
inland pilot, comp flying is a little different. Set yourself
reasonable goals and when you don’t make those
goals, talk to others about what you could have done
differently.
The awesome thing about comps is that everyone
is trying to get to the same place and mostly we are all
flying the same conditions. How often do you get to talk

about your flight with people who
were all trying to get to where
you were trying to go? Look at
other people’s track logs and ask
them why they took a particular
route. If you are not familiar with
the area you might find others can
point out why your route probably
didn’t work out too well. Treat the
comp as a learning opportunity
and you will win even if you lose.

Myth #8: ‘Comp
flying is not a
natural situation’

True, usually we are not pressured
to take off when our number is
up with two minutes to launch or
else get to the back of the line.
Normally, there is not 50 to 80
other pilots in the air when we
take off. We also usually don’t
try to fly into wind because that’s
where a turnpoint is that we need
to tag.
Yet how often have you
not got the best out of the day
because you were slow to get
into the air? How often have you
been at a popular flying site on a long weekend with
many other pilots trying to take off? How often have
you needed to fly to where its easiest to get retrieved
regardless of the wind and conditions?
Whilst the tasks may not be indicative of your usual
flying style, the individual skills you learn will make you
a better pilot and help you get more out of the time you
invest in flying.

Myth #9: ‘I don’t want to
commit the funds and annual
leave to flying on pre-set dates
when I have no idea what the
weather will be doing’

Tom Urie pleased with his first task at the Bright Open
Photos: Nikole Neal

This is the only one I don’t have an answer to. It’s a risk,
but the chance of eight days straight being un-flyable
are pretty low.
Hopefully, you’ll be considering now to enter an
AAA comp next season. The more pilots participate,
the better it is for our competition scene. So, check the
dates and get your leave requests in early.
I can’t wait for next summer!

Waiting in the launch line at Corryong
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Paragliding

Bassano Del Grappa

Paragliding, like camping, is great when the weather’s perfect.
So when I arrived in Bassano, just north of Venice, for my first
time flying in Europe, a forecast of rain was disappointing. As
it turned out, only half the week was lost to bad weather and
the rest, while not great, was very good flying.
by Rod Burke

Over Bassano

M

y wife and I had planned the trip to England and Italy for September/October 2013, with a week set aside
at the end for some flying.
I’d never flown in Europe before, and being there late in the season, I was wondering which would
be a good place to visit. Having mostly coastal soaring experience, I was keen to improve my thermalling skills
and experience.
During planning, I asked around in Australia and an English guy named Kelly Farina, based in Austria, was
recommended. Someone else suggested Bassano del Grappa as a good place to go. This worked out well because
it turned out that Kelly runs courses in both Austria and Bassano, so I booked in with him for a week in early October.

Getting There

Bassano is about 70km
north-west of Venice, and
Kelly offers transfers to and
from Venice airport for his
students. A rental car is a
good idea for sightseeing on
non-flying days, although
the train is a better option
for visiting Venice.

Accommodation

The area has some hotels and
B&Bs for accommodation,
but there’s no need to go
past the wonderful Garden Relais family-run hotel that’s built its business around
paragliding and hang gliding pilots. Room prices are reasonable and the food is excellent
and good value – the place is packed with locals on Friday and Saturday nights. You can
Hotel pack up

Hotel on landing approach
8
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land right next to the hotel, pack up on the astroturf
pad, then grab a drink from the bar and discuss the
day’s flying.
Bassano itself is an interesting town (the Poli grappa
museum is highly recommended!), a 10-minute drive
from the hotel. There are many other small historical
villages nearby and, of course, the local food is wonderful.

Flying

The Bassano area is a big
flat plain reaching north
from Venice to a long eastwest Alpine range which
becomes the Dolomites
further north. For pilots
familiar with North Brother
mountain at Laurieton,
imagine mountains like this This page: Flying
stretched out for kilometres over Bassano and
at launch
in both directions.
Weather patterns are Photos: Rod Burke
consistently good for flying
here, though the week I was
there we lost three days to rain from a big low coming
across from the Mediterranean. As that system cleared,
Bassano was one of the first major sites in Europe to
become flyable, so it attracted pilots and schools from
countries further north, making for crowded conditions.
Sites here are great for low-hour pilots and don’t
require the advanced skills of those higher in the Alps.
For first timers, I’d strongly recommend hooking up
with someone like Kelly. Of course it’s possible to just
turn up, pay your local club fees and get the shuttle up
the hill, but the benefits of reliable local knowledge and
instruction are definitely worth the course fees.
From the hotel you can look up and see three of
the five paraglider launch sites. Near one of these is
also a hang glider ramp with a handy cafe nearby. Some
higher launches are located further up the mountains,
but they’re a much longer drive and if the thermals are
working there’s no great advantage in driving further up.
A shuttle service runs from the hotel to launch, but
as a student of Kelly’s we had our own van with our
driver Luigi, also an experienced pilot, and his trusty
dog Otto.
As well as the landing field next to the hotel, there’s
another field a couple of kilometres away that’s easier
to reach with shorter flights. Of course, cross-country is
also possible, to the east or west.
Kelly is an ex-comp pilot and author. He wrote the chapter on the Zillertal in
the book ‘Classic Routes’. His week-long courses range from basic thermalling and
navigation through to advanced cross-country. The skills taught are excellent, in my
case taking much of the mystery out of thermalling.
Another bonus is Kelly’s advice gained from many years flying, especially about
safety in the air, or NOT in the air. As he put it, when conditions are marginal people
often assume that the pilots flying are the good ones, but it can be the opposite –
the better pilots have decided not to fly, packed up and gone home. What’s the point
in letting desperation push you to fly in risky conditions just to become a statistic?
This was exactly the situation one morning when the rain had cleared to a sunny
day and a light breeze was pushing up the slope; seemingly perfect conditions. Yet
overhead a much stronger prevailing wind meant the launch was actually in the lee
with dangerous turbulence around. Pilots, including students, were launching and
in many cases getting tossed around – some experiencing asymmetric collapses
close to the ground. This was amusing on one level, but disturbing on another. There
June | July 2014
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Paragliding

Bassano Del Grappa

were several crashes that morning, with both ambulance and helicopter being called in.
Paragliding is risky enough in good conditions, but with so many new pilots joining the
sport and no shortage of dubious advice being dished out, people are being exposed to
more risk than they should be, ultimately giving the sport a bad reputation.
Ironically, part of the problem is the increase in glider safety! As wing designers
build more safety into the equipment, pilots tend to push the envelope more, trusting
their gear to rescue them if things go wrong. It’s much like cars with added ABS, air
bags and more, tempting drivers to go faster and take more risks while trusting in
these features to protect them. As Kelly put it, it’s an arms race between the stupidity
of pilots and the inherent stability designed by the (glider) manufacturers.
That day we waited for a couple of hours and, thankfully, conditions settled to a
perfect afternoon with gentle thermals. It was crowded, and with pilots of varying
experience, language and instruction from below in the air, careful observation was
crucial as always. Nevertheless, there was one mid-air collision that afternoon.
Overall, Bassano was a great flying experience and I’d love to get the chance
to spend more time there. If you’re heading to Europe I recommend it as the place to fly
or at least one to fit in to a tour with other sites.

More information can be found at Garden Relais Hotel [www.gardenrelais.it/en] and
Kelly Farina [austrianarena.com] and see my channel for video footage [www.youtube.
com/user/SlippingDownMan] or [www.youtube.com/watch?v=zxc0K19__IQ].

This page: Bassano – two different moods
10 SKYSAILOR
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Flying in Paradise

Craig Lathwood flying past the Soul Building

Greig Dawson heading south,
Surfers Paradise in the background
All photos: Roger Ranty

The Gold Coast – it’s a wonderful place to fly. For the local
pilots there are quite a few places to fly and we sometimes
take this for granted.

F

by Roger Ranty

rom the mountains of the
hinterland (Beechmont, Tamborine, Springbrook) to the
beaches of Surfers Paradise, Broadbeach...
the scenery is varied and spectacular.
For the paramotor pilots it’s a
unique experience to fly along the
coast, the Pacific ocean on one side
and on the other all the hotels, nicely
lined up. People on holiday on their
balconies waving at you,...
The carriage and usage of VHF radio
is mandatory. The air traffic can get
very busy between the planes and
helicopters patrolling the beaches.
For the visiting pilot it is essential to get in touch
with the local club to get the proper information, the
dos and don’ts.
On a clear and sunny day, the ocean is a vibrant blue
and the sand so white. We sometimes pinch ourselves
that we are flying in paradise.

Daniel Svensen flying the
Gold Coast hinterland

Greig Dawson with Surfers Paradise in
the background, SeaWorld on the right

Greig Dawson flying past the Q1
12 SKYSAILOR
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manufacture, produced the Cygnet 2 and submitted a
package to the FAA for approval as a Light Sport Aircraft.
Further refinement now sees the Cygnet 3 on the
market and approved as either an E-LSA or an S-LSA
(Light Sport Aircraft).
The Cygnet is available with the Rotax 582, 912
or 912s and uses the North Wing, Mustang 3 range of
wings. The engine of choice is the Rotax 912s and with
its 100hp driving a Warp Drive propeller, it is smooth,
quiet and powerful.
The wing of choice is the Mustang 3 19, a singlesurface strutted wing with an area of 19m2, trimming
out at about 40kt. The floats are made of folded and
welded aluminum, with an aggressive step that allows
the float to get up on the plain quickly, making water
take-offs an easy affair.
All three wheels are fitted with Tundra tyres and are
connected to a simple lever that allows the undercarriage
to be locked up for water operations or down for landbased operations. The seats are very comfortable and
afford pilot and passenger room to move, a great view
and a dry ride.

Flying the
Cygnet

As one of the longest river systems in the
world, the River Murray meanders from its
source in the Australian Alps through three
states before eventually flowing into the
Southern Ocean just near the town of Goolwa
in South Australia. That is a total river length
of 2520 kilometres!
by Larry Jones

Over the Coorong

B

efore flowing into the ocean, the river opens
into Lake Alexandrina, Lake Albert and the
Coorong. Hindmarsh Island is situated near
the river mouth and is reputed to be the largest island
in the world with saltwater on one side and freshwater
on the other.
Needless to say, it is a magnificent area teaming
with wildlife and home to many species of fish,
turtles and birds, including migratory ones, some
of which breed in northern Asia and Alaska. On the
shores of these lakes we see lizards, snakes, beetles,
dragonflies, moths and butterflies.

Milang is a small town on the edge of Lake
Alexandrina, and just five nautical miles (Nm) inland, we
find the Strathalbyn airfield. It is from here that I have
been flying and teaching people to fly microlight aircraft
for the past 30 years.
I’ve spent many hundreds of hours flying around this
area and never tire of it. It is such a diverse area and
within just a five Nm radius of the airfield, I find myself
flying over vineyards, wineries, potatoes, turf farms,
dairies, horses, olives, almonds, crops and grazing land
– even a zinc mine. As we move through the seasons, the
ever-changing colours are at times breathtaking.
If I am conducting trial flights,
lessons or just out-for-a fun flights
with friends, I inevitably end up
heading for the lower lakes and
Murray Mouth – it is just spectacular
and seems to draw me in each time I
fly. The film Stormboy (Colin Thiele)
was shot in this area way back in
1976. It is an Australian classic and
well worth a look. Not only is it a
great little story but also showcases
the wonderful scenery we are so
privileged to fly over.
Cygnet 2, Fort Walton Beach, Florida
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Over the Coorong

The photo titled ‘Over the Coorong’ is taken from one of
our training aircraft (Airborne XT Outback) and shows
the calm waters and sand hills of the Coorong, with the
Southern Ocean on the other side. Following the Coorong
down to Meningie (30Nm) or further on to Kingston
(100Nm) can offer a great day’s flying, with airfields
at both locations, fuel stations and pubs for a counter
lunch before heading home – wonderful.
Of course, as much as I’ve enjoyed the years of flying
over and around these lakes, I’ve always harboured a
desire to land and take off from the lakes as well – just
to add yet another dimension to my flying.
Years of looking for an amphibian microlight that
was simple, strong, powerful, low maintenance and truly
capable of operating with ease from both land or water
eventually led me to the Cygnet.

Cygnet 3, Lake Alexandrina

Cygnet 3, Lake Alexandrina, South Australia

As I taxi out to the runway, at first it seems strange
to have these big floats accompanying me, however, it
steers like a traditional trike, and the Tundra tyres and
rear wheel suspension give a pleasant ride as I enter and back-track
runway 14. Easing the throttle, the Cygnet moves forward, full throttle,
bar out and I am soon off the ground and climbing. Yes, it is a big, heavy
trike, but the large single-surface wing lifts it with ease. Handling is
good, bar in, out, left, right – all works as it should.
Leaving the circuit and continuing on climb, I reach to the left,
release the locking mechanism, pull the lever down and it locks with a
click, a quick visual check confirms the wheels are up.
Once out over the lake, a small wind shadow visible along the
shoreline, the odd white cap and light wind lines confirm a northwesterly of about 10kt. I turn and line up into the wind, lower the nose
and back off the throttle. As I approach the water, I start a gentle flare
and the back of the floats touch the water as I continue to hold off. The
engine is on idle and I am squeezing the last of the energy out of the
wing as the floats skim along the surface of the lake. Friction is winning
and the floats sink lower into the water and eventually we come to a
stop. I kill the engine and sit bobbing up and down in the middle of the
lake, it is quiet and peaceful, I am grinning from ear to ear. What a blast!
I think I’ll do that again.
Larry and Chris in the Cygnet at Lake Alexandrina

Contact Larry for further information about the Cygnet
amphibian, flying lessons or to book a trial flight. Larry Jones
0408 815 094 or <larry@airsports.com.au>.

The Cygnet 2

The Cygnet has been around for many years. Originally
designed and manufactured by JP Krucker in Canada, it
was flown extensively from freshwater lakes. Michael
Percy took the Cygnet and changed some of the materials
and coatings used to make it more suitable for saltwater
operations.
Operating from Fort Walton Beach, Florida, Michael
proved the Cygnet to be seaworthy, took over the
June | July 2014

Larry and Stew commencing a take-off on the lake
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Winki

Vale
Noel Anthony Bansemer
– Hang glider pilot and
HGFA member 1988 to 2006

Hovering behind Southside launch
at 1,100ft in convergence whilst
watching the sunrise, picking
up orographic cloud at Pt Addis
and flying to Lorne in a straight
line at 1,700ft, flying over Lorne’s
Loutit Bay at 3,000ft, surfing
above orographic cloud at 2,700ft
for 40km to Apollo Bay, cruising
at 1,000ft over the lighthouse at
Aireys Inlet, enjoying the view
at Apollo Bay at 3,650ft, watching
whales breach, dolphins and seals
surfing, sharks cruising and eagles
soaring, being handed a beer after
a long flight to Apollo Bay.

Bells Beach,
Victoria

The Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club (and the HGFA)
has recently lost one of its long-term members – Noel
Bansemer – who passed away on 18 January this year.
His heart finally gave in after a long month in Nambour
Hospital with a constantly racing pulse-rate, despite the
efforts of doctors and medical staff, and the prayers of
his family.
by Gary Allan, 4 March 2014

Noel’s

battle with a heart condition actually
began at the age of 61 when he
suffered a major heart attack, resulting in a stroke
and a nine week stay in The Prince Charles Hospital
where no-one – medical or otherwise – expected him
to survive.
Why, you might wonder, is this relevant to
appreciating Noel’s involvement in our sport? It was
this life-changing period in his life that prompted him
to not only rethink his life goals, but impelled his wife,
Ruth to give in to Noel’s long-held yearning to fly the
hang gliders he first admired at Aldinga Beach, South
Australia, in the early 1980s. Consequently, he began
hang gliding lessons with Stan Roy on the Sunshine
Coast in 1988 – at the tender age of 62. This feature of
Noel’s flying career is inspiring in itself.
Dave Cookman also remembers not only Noel’s
enthusiasm, but his natural abilities to handle the hang
glider and to read the sky; so he flew every weekend,
progressed quickly and enjoyed both coastal flying as
well as many cross-country flights in his Airborne Blade
Race advanced glider. While not a competition pilot, Noel,
however, was always eager to pass on his experience
to many others on launch and in various landing fields
over the years. This enthusiastic commitment to all
club activities – including flying, meetings and working
bees – was recognised by the award of Life Membership
by the Sunshine Coast Club in 1998. Long-term members
also remember his constructive suggestions and handson approach to flying and fundraising activities, all
delivered in a delightful manner of a true gentleman.
He maintained his love of flying hang gliders to
the age of 79 by all accounts. A few of us younger
boys remember picking him up from his place at Little
Mountain (Caloundra) after loading his Fun 190 on to
the vehicle and driving him up to Teewah or Rainbow
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by Peter Hannah,
President Dynasoarers HG Club
Beach for a coastal soar.
And if the conditions still
looked good, we would set
up the glider for him and
hang him in his harness and
watch him launch in that
summer of 2006. I wonder
how many of us will still be
doing that when we get to
a similar point in our lives?
His wife also recalls his
initial foray into aviation
through his enlistment in
the RAF in 1944 as an 18
year-old. He trained as an
air cadet, then as a pilot in
Tasmania, but did not see
active service due to the termination of Australia’s
involvement in WWII. After the war, Noel married Ruth
and started his own butcher shop. The business was
successful enough to allow him to build a small shopping
complex with another butcher shop in Aldinga Beach
which attracted many customers who would travel an
hour from Adelaide, just for his quality meat products.
During these years, Noel flew recreationally in General
Aviation – first in Tiger Moths and then Austers and
Cessnas, ferrying the family (wife, Ruth, sons Anthony
and Raymond, and daughter, Cheryl) to a variety of
scenic locations and remote stations within South
Australia and New South Wales. He retired early from
work in 1978 and moved to Queensland for the warm
weather boating and fishing.
Noel is survived by this immediate family (listed
above) along with seven grandchildren and five greatgrandchildren, all of whom remember his cheerful nature
most fondly.

T

hese and many more memories for me
were made possible over the last 21
years from just one thing… the launch
at Winki. This article is just a reminder of how important
the launch at Winki really is and that we all need to
strictly obey the licence agreement. This is a highly
visible and sensitive launch and we are always under
scrutiny from the general public. Please go to the newly
updated site guide and read the conditions of launch if
you intend to fly there. I would like to point out just a
few of the major considerations.
The rating at Winki is for Advanced and Intermediate
pilots under the supervision of an Advanced pilot.
Strictly Hang Gliding only.
His positive and personable nature is typified by
this hand-written inscription inside the front cover of
his copy of Denis Pagen’s ‘Performance Flying’ which he
kindly passed on to me in November 2007:

You may never setup in area 3, the launch area on
the eastern side of the road. This must be done on the
western side, area 1 and then carry over the road when
safe to do so.
Only launch at Winki, never land there, if conditions
are marginal, (light winds and high tide), don’t fly.
Beware when the wind is light as it is often met with a
SW swell which creates light wind white caps. You must
be prepared for an out-landing and the closest is Jan Juc
beach to the North and Southside beach to the south.
When checking conditions, only one person on launch
at a time, congregate on the path.
No walking or standing around on launch unless
required. Make sure when launching that only necessary
people are on launch. Only one glider and helpers at a
time. Ask the public not to walk on the heath and close
the fence as soon as practical.
The site may be closed 8 days either side of Easter
Sunday for the Bells Surfing Competition.
We have enjoyed this unique site for some 40 years
and we must all respect the efforts that have gone into
acquiring the Licence and contribute to keeping it for
future generations.

“My flying days are over,
my pilot light is out;

What used to be my sex appeal,
is now my water spout.”

Thanks Noel for the memories; from Gary Allan and the
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club.
Much appreciation to Ruth and Cheryl for their
assistance and patience in compiling this memoir.
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Western Australian
Hang Gliding Championships

Westonia 2014
It has been three years since our last State championships. The
comps have traditionally been held at Wyalkatchem in Western
Australia, however, the paddock we used changed owners
and we had to find a new home. As luck would have it, Ross
decided to re-enter our sport after an absence of 20 years and
suggested we look in the Merredin-Westonia area…

W

e held a reconnaissance mission in September
2013 and after a meeting with the Westonia
Shire President, we decided to hold the 2014
WA Hang Gliding comp in Westonia.
Flatland flying in the Western Australian wheat
belt is as good as anywhere else in Australia, including
Forbes or Dalby.
Westonia is a great little wheat belt town with a pub,
pool, bowling green and recreation centre which was
by Richard Breyley (Competition Organiser) used as our headquarters. The town has everything we
needed for a comp.
We had a good turn-out with 21 pilots and officials
plus drivers split into four teams. In Western Australia, we take our teams competition very seriously and team
points are calculated on distance flown with a large handicap for novice and intermediate pilots. This is to encourage
teams to include lower airtime pilots in their ranks. This year we saw the return of the ‘Dusties’ and the ‘Geroatrics’

Duncan De Koning, winner
of the ‘Sky Pig’ award
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as well as the new teams of ‘Sky Scrapers’
and ‘Phuck Yeh’.
As a competition organiser, I value
the support we receive from our sponsors
more than most. Both Aussie hang glider
manufacturers, Moyes and Airborne, have
been long-standing sponsors of comp flying
in WA. Our State association, HGAWA, made
a very respectable cash donation and we
also received support from the Goldfields
Dust Devils HG and PG club and the Westonia
General Store.
This year we were also blessed by the
weather gods, with six out of seven flyable
days plus a practice day. The first few days
were light and scariable, but we enjoyed
cloudbases of nine grand with cumulus clouds
to mark our thermals. After that, things got
more challenging, with blue conditions and
thermals to only five or six grand.
The comp had everything – great
weather, plenty of PBs and first XCs from our
novice and intermediate pilots. We also had
eagle strikes and plenty of downtubes were
recycled, but nobody was hurt.
The WA comps are going to happen again in 2015.
See you there.

Results

Open Class

1 Jason Kath
2 Simon Braithwaite
3 Gavin Nichols

Novice/Floater
WWT2
Moyes Litespeed RX
Airborne REV

Intermediate/Floater
1 Phil Clarkson
2 Duncan DeKoning
3 Ross Smith

Airborne Sting3
Airborne Sting3
Airborne Sting2

1 Gordon Bishop
2 Ben Marsh

Airborne Fun 190
Airborne Fun 190

Teams
1
2
3
4

Phuck Yeh		
Dusties		
Geroatrics		
Sky Scrapers		

1442
1305
894
682

Photo: Richard Breyley

‘Gun’ pilot, Ross Smith, preparing for battle on the
first day of the comps and enjoying the look of the sky
Photos: Teresa O’Brian
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Alexandra Headland, QLD
Photo: Tex Beck

Pilotage & SIV

recovery techniques. Pilotage courses are designed to
give pilots confidence in their flying and their wing’s
manoeuvrability and passive safety.
On completion of their course, pilots will have a
firm understanding of paraglider pitch, roll and yaw,
with active piloting skills enabling them to keep the
paraglider over their head and inflated. This results in a
more confident and positive approach to flying, backed
up with the knowledge and skill to use the full potential
of their wing by utilising all of the wing’s speed range
and brake travel.
An experienced instructor will be capable of. offering
the whole range of instruction, including Pilotage, SIV,
Acro, and customising and tailoring training to individual
requirement and skill level.
Typical tasks you’ll find on a pilotage course include:
➲➲ Pitch control exercises
➲➲ Dynamic turns and weight-shift exercises
(roll authority)
➲➲ Stopping rotations and oscillations
➲➲ Turn reversals
➲➲ Wingovers
SIV stands for ‘Simulation d’Incident en Vol’ and
roughly translates to ‘simulating unstable situations in
flight’. The aim of SIV is to teach you about the handling
characteristics of your wing at the edges of its flight
envelope. You will ‘feel’ how the wing responds just
prior to an unstable situation and how to make the
correct inputs if it does become unstable. This is the
key element in a SIV course, as pilot over-reaction is the

Paragliding – such a beautiful and captivating sport and
lifestyle. There is no other sport like it: just a simple tug on
your A-risers, and moments later you can be gliding off into the
distance, hundreds of feet above the ground.
by Roger Stanford

Roger briefs Dean before launch
All photos: Roger Stanford

T

here are many flying paths you can take as
your experience grows, whether it be XC flying
– chasing your PBs and records, Acro and
Freestyle, or simply thermalling and ridge soaring your
favourite flying spot. Whichever flying you decide to
pursue or which wing you choose to do it on, having good
piloting skills is paramount to flying safely and enjoying
your time in the air.
There will be a time in your flying career when you’ll
find yourself in a situation that requires a higher pilot
skill level than you learnt at flight school. For most of
us, this is a brief encounter with the adrenaline monster
(sometimes a new pair of undies are required), but for
some unfortunate pilots it results in an accident.
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Piloting skills can always be improved, regardless of
flight hours, experience or your rating.
Ground handling is an excellent way to improve
and maintain your canopy control skills. Head out to
your favourite ground handling site and kite your wing,
playing with its pitch and handling/stability at each end
of the wind window.
Learn new launch techniques and practice kiting in
different wind strengths and directions (Cobra launch,
crosswind launching, strong wind rosette launch, etc). In
preparation for the 2013 Red Bull X-Alps, Chrigel Maurer
practised ground handling in all weathers so he would
know what conditions and wind strengths he could
safely launch and fly in.

HGFA Document
Map System
most common cause for a cascade after wing collapses
SIV should also teach you to recognise when a situation
is beyond recovery and the only safe option is to deploy
your reserve.
I asked Jocky Sanderson (SIV guru with over 20 years
experience in teaching) on his thoughts on SIV courses:
“The aim of SIV is to make people more comfortable
in the air with their gliders and their ability to control
them. It gives you more confidence in and understanding
of the wing, so when you’re flying in a thermic arena, it
frees up that element of doubt and fear that you might
have. It stops you thinking of negatives and frees your
mind to look where the lift is, where the other pilots are
– you fly more instinctively. By becoming more relaxed,
you fly longer.”
However, Jocky suggests undertaking an SIV
course is not a decision that should be taken lightly.
An SIV course will be a ‘huge chapter in your flying’ he
suggests, “You should only do one if you feel something

Jan returning to the shore with a smile after practising a
successful reserve deployment

HGFA Document Map Register has been
developed to create a version control
system for all HGFA Forms, Manuals, and
Syllabus, which will allow all to view and
access the HGFA documentation structure.
Due to recent Entry Control Procedures
placed by CASA, the HGFA Document
Map will assist in meeting compliance
obligations.
A single point of access to view the HGFA
Document Map Register and forms are
available on the HGFA website location:

[www.hgfa.asn.au] – ‘Forms’
The objective is to ensure the correct
Version Control is used at all times by
members, HGFA Instructors and HGFA
National Office.
Current Version: v2.0 Oct 2012
HGFA Office Manager

is holding you back and you’re hungry to learn. Not if
you’re terrified of flying. Don’t come on a SIV course to
get confidence.”
My business partner and instructor at Sky Out
Paragliding and Sydney Paragliding, Greg Hurst and I are
passionate believers in the benefits of Pilotage and SIV
courses and have been working with Jocky since 2011.
As relative newcomers to the sport (both licensed in
2009), we have seen huge improvements in our flying
performance since attending SIVs, but more rewardingly,
we have also seen the benefits for the 100 or so pilots
who have attended our courses in the last three years

Tom kiting at the lake

To progress safely to more advanced canopy/piloting
skills, it is recommended you attend a Pilotage or SIV
course. Pilotage, as with SIV, is a French term and refers
to piloting skills and wing control. These courses are
more suited for less experienced/confident pilots
who want to learn more about controlling their wing,
with the emphasis on collapse prevention rather than
June | July 2014
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Visiting Pilot Pre-paid (Blue)
Membership – Policy Change
The HGFA Committee of Management
passed a motion at its 4/2/2014
meeting that effects a change in
policy regarding ‘Prepaid Visiting Pilot
Membership’ applications.

Pilotage & SIV
Paul twisted in a cravatted spiral from a wingover.
Demonstrating that even ‘basic’ manoeuvres should
first be learnt in a safe environment under instruction

Motion Passed: That the HGFA remove
Pre-Paid Visiting Membership Applications
– commencing immediately.

Is Your
Reserve Secure?

Tom flying straight with a 50% collapse

This past year we also offered an SIV + XC course and
had the pleasure of watching three low airtime pilots
(12, 18 and 24 hours respectively) not only learn how to
recover their paragliders safely after collapses, but also
to go on and fly their first XCs with us (18km, 42km and
64km respectively).
In 2015, we will again be running SIV courses with
Jocky Sanderson and for the first time these will include
our fun and learning orientated Flatland XC Tow Trophy.
Greg and I will also be offering three Pilotage courses and
SIV continuation training (for pilots who have previously
attended SIV courses and want a refresher) throughout
winter and spring.
The dates for these courses are:
➲➲ 13 to 15 June (with a bad weather back-up weekend
of the 27 to 29 June)
➲➲ 11 to 13 July (with a bad weather back-up weekend
of the 25 to 27 July)
➲➲ 14 to 16 November (with a bad weather back-up
weekend of the 28 to 30 November)
Since Greg and I began offering SIV training via
boat tow, other instructors have seen the benefits and
potential of SIV and have begun offering this type of
training in a variety of locations throughout Australia.
This is a real benefit to the paragliding community and
allows pilots from all areas, regions and backgrounds the
opportunity to learn skills which they previously had to
travel overseas for.
When choosing which SIV/canopy control course
to attend, it’s a good idea to contact pilots who have
previously completed SIV training and get their feedback
and opinion on the course/instructor and how it was
run. There can be a big difference in the manoeuvres
taught, the way these are taught and the infrastructure
surrounding the course (briefing area, back-up boats/
winches in case of equipment failure, dedicated safety
boat with capable rescuer/first aider).
Whether you choose to attend a SIV/pilotage course
or not, paragliding is and should be all about having as
much fun practising the sport we love, safely. Fly high,
fly far and may you land next to a pub with cold beer.

1. A n EN-A (school) glider can’t lock into a spiral
which will not spontaneously recover. False
2. With badly timed pilot inputs, it is possible
for a pilot to fall through the lines and/or end
up in the canopy on any level of glider. True
3. Any glider can cravatte.
True
4. Low level gliders will always recover from
collapses/makeovers as long as you go
hands up.
False

For more information or course bookings, email
<Roger@skyoutparagliding.com> or <Greg@
SydneyParagliding.com>.
Anthony descending under his reserve
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by Andrew Polidano, Chief Flight instructor
and Accalon Paes, Supervised Pilot (30 hours)

A

ccalon had flown the site before on several
occasions. Daylight was not on our side, however,
we both decided there was enough for a few
passes and if conditions were acceptable, I would talk
him in for a top landing.
After a chat with the crew, I helped Accalon by
holding a wing tip and then, during the inflation, by
pushing him off. Once off, Accalon flew a bit further
south and out of sight than I was comfortable with, so
I advised him to come back around where I could see him.
Glen, who had flown earlier, came to stand beside me for
most of the flight.
As the light quickly faded, I advised Accalon to head
out via speedbar and Big Ears, which he did. When he
was around 60m above sea level and in front of launch,
the unthinkable happened: his reserve deployed!
In disbelief I watched, ready to offer advice via the
radio. Accolon lost about 20m of height until the reserve
fully inflated and his main chute began to down plane.
I instructed him to pull in his main. Within a few seconds
he was on the ground down the bottom in front of
launch. Glen and I ran down and we heard him call out
that he was okay. When we reached him, Accalon stood,
visibly hyped. In anticipation of landing, he had stood up

Photo: Suzy Gneist

Popular Myths:

One Thursday afternoon, Accalon and I visited Lennox where
a few of the hangies as well as paragliders had been flying.
We had been waiting for suitable conditions so Accalon could
complete a few top landings for his intermediate certificate…

Visiting Pilot Membership Applications
are available as follows:
1. VPM Online Member Services available:
	Got to [www.hgfa.asn.au] and select
or
2.	Hard Copy > Forms are available from
[hgfa.asn.au] website under ‘Forms’
and complete the following:
•	MEM-02 HGFA Visiting Pilot
Membership Application
•	MEM-07 HGFA Release Assumption
of Risk & Warning – Oct2012
• Include a scanned copy of current
credentials
HGFA Office Manager

out of his harness, landed on his feet and subsequently
rolled onto his back – possibly saving him from injury.
We packed up the glider and the AVA reserve
and walked up while starting to unravel the sequence
of events.
We came up with a few learning points we both wish
to share:
➲➲ Be careful if you’re flying close to last light. There's
less room for error and you risk being rescued in the
dark should something go wrong.
➲➲ If you’re helping someone launch who has a reserve
fitted, be extra careful how you help them and which
parts of their gear you grip on to.
➲➲ If you have a reserve, check your pins are secure
before you fly.
Later I called our SSO, Lindsay, feeling dreadful about
the incident, and explained how I could have done a few
things differently to have avoided it. I cannot be 100%
certain, but I may have dislodged the reserve or pins
during the launch assistance.
After 15 years of helping people off launches it’s the
first time this has happened to me. Both Accalon and
I wanted to share this to help the wider community of
pilots avoid this experience.

Jan Smith at Lennox on a windy day
June | July 2014

SKYSAILOR

25

early flight experiments can be traced (Hargrave and
his box kites in the late 19th century at Stanwell) and
equally surprising how little most people know about
our sport!
John Chapman, President NEVHGC

News

Product News
New Basisrausch Gloves

Armin Harich

Aeros Winter Race

The first comp of the European Season took place in
Tolmin, Slovenia in March.
Congratulations To Tom Weissenberger for winning
the Aeros Winter Race. It was also great to see Oleg
back in the air taking out second and Seppi Joseph
Salvenmoser in third place.
Results at [http://hg.sffa.org/aeros_wr/].

Pre-Worlds, Valle De Bravo, Mexico

The Pre-Worlds Valle De Bravo proved a great and
challenging comp with seven tasks thanks to the
organisers.
Congratulations to the winners, Christian Ciech
(Italy) and Corinna Schwiegershausen (Germany).
Full results [www.faihgworldmex.com/results.php].
Vicki Cain

Mystic Flight Park: New Sign

Armin Harich flies over 300km in German Flatlands!

Never before has a paraglider pilot flown over 300km in
Germany. Armin Harich achieved this milestone flying a
skywalk Tequila4, an EN-B rated glider!
On Sunday, 13 April 2014, Armin took off at 11:24am
from the west launch in Schriesheim, near Heidelberg.
He took advantage of a moderate WNW wind and
maintained a tight line to the south-east. Armin
managed to keep his glider aloft until 7:41pm, flying
exactly 302.9km to land near the town of Dingolfing.
Besides being the longest XC flight ever flown in
Germany, the remarkable feat is that he accomplished on
an EN-B rated wing.
According to Armin, “For me, the most important
factor is that I feel really comfortable under my glider.
That’s the only way I can give 100% concentration to
my task. I’m happy to give up a few decimal places of
glider ratio if it means I can keep my focus on flying.”
[www.skywalk.info]

As one of the leading free flight clubs in Oz, the North
East Victorian HG club gets thousands of tourists each
year hanging around the landing paddock and Mystic
hill launch.
Many years ago the club decided to answer some
of their questions with an information board at the
bottom of the hill. Recently it was decided that the
board looked rather tired and out of date, so an updated
replacement was felt to be necessary. Although quite
large, modern printing techniques are accessible and
economical nowadays, allowing us to plan for a more
informative sign with much better graphics.
A brief history of flight and information about our
club is included on the sign since it often surprises
people how far back in time Australia’s involvement in

Fantom Extralight Race

Swiss company Basisrausch has released the new high
end ‘Kristall TEC’, a three-season windproof paraglider
and hang glider glove. The ergonomically-shaped glove
is made from resinated and water repellent TEC goat
leather ensuring excellent wearing comfort and grip.
The thermal wind-breaker inner liners provide a wide
comfort range from 10-25°C whilst the long ribbed cuffs
keep your wrists warm and draught-free.
The new Kristal TEC gloves come in the white/black
design and seven sizes (XS-3XL) to suit most pilots.
Also available are the Basisrausch ‘Onyx’ fourseason over gloves, developed with support from X-Alps
champion Chrigel Maurer, to provide ultimate protection
against cold and wind.
The new ‘Onyx’ black is a perfect addition to the
‘Kristall TEC’ flying glove when temperatures plummet.
The ergonomically-shaped inner glove made of polyester
provides excellent wearing comfort and grip. The long
heat cuff ensures that no cold air enters at the wrists. It
extends the temperature comfort range from -15-10°C.
Basisrausch products are now available in Australia
through Sky Sport Sydney [www.skysportsydney.com].
Ralf Gittfried, Sky Sports Sydney

KarpoFly Pod Harness – Fantom Race Series

European PG harness and rescue system manufacturer
KarpoFly has released the latest
edition of the Fantom Race series
pod harness.
The series consists
of three models,
known for their
comfort
and
product quality.
They all feature
Fantom Race
the unique LTF certified
inflatable back protector
system. Rather than
an airbag, the
pilot inflates
the protector
before take
off to ensure
Fantom Light Race

The new and the old...
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protection. After the flight, the protector can easily be deflated via a valve to allow
significant reduction in packing size.
Next to the Fantom Race and Light Race, KarpoFly has now introduced the
Fantom Extralight, designed for demanding XC pilots looking for very compact and
light-weight equipment.
The Extralight has no seat board, weighs a mere 2.98kg (size S) and has a extra
compact packing volume of less then 16.5 litres (approx. 37x34x13cm).
KarpoFly products are now available from Sky Sport Sydney [www.
skysportsydney.com]. For more information please visit [www.karpofly.cz].
Ralf Gittfried, Sky Sports Sydney
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Syride Instruments

French GPS and Alti-Vario manufacturer Syride has announced the
latest update on the fully featured SYS’GPS flying instrument.
Weighing in at just 82g, the SYS’GPS is a perfect choice for
Hike&Fly enthusiasts and all pilots looking for a light-weight
GPS/vario. The SYS’GPS offers two fully user-definable screens,
back lit LCD display and does track up to 30 hours of flying via
a rechargeable built-in Li-Ion battery. With the latest firmware
update, it provides a thermal-sniffer feature, distance to takeoff, increased sensitivity, AGL height via topography upload and
a G-Force meter. Two velcro straps allow easy attaching to a cockpit or straight to
the risers for operation in flight without letting the brake handles go.
Syride provides a free software, topography download, online flight log book
and screen customization feature for the SYS’GPS with a great number of ‘readyto-fly’ screen configurations available on the
web. Available in Australia for RRP A$419.
The Syride SYS’ONE micro vario is perfect
for hike&fly, soaring and travelling. It
offers acoustic and visual climb and sink
indication with built in LEDs. Sound, lift and
sink thresholds are simple to adjust to pilot
preferences and offer various sensitivity
and volume levels. Weighing only 20g, the
SYS’ONE can be fixed to your wrist, risers,
cockpit or helmet.
SYS’ONE includes a velcro wrist strap and
is available in various colours from Sky Sport
Sydney [www.skysportsydney.com] for RRP A$135.
Detailed product information at [http://instruments.
syride.com]
Ralf Gittfried, Sky Sports Sydney
June | July 2014
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News
Apco Vista III – New Sports Class EN-B Wing

Intended to continue the Vista legacy, this new wing has
been completely redesigned and fully equipped to meet
the challenges of today’s market.
New APP Technology (Automatic Pressurised Profile),
commonly known as ‘Shark Nose’, installed for constant
internal pressure allowing wider safe speed range and
superior glide.
Vista III is a true three-liner (top to bottom). Two
main sizes, S and M, have their certification flight tests
for EN-B Class successfully completed. XS and L sizes will
be introduced soon – covering the entire weight range
up to 130kg. all up.
Comparison flights show the Vista III offers an
optimal package for intermediate pilots, it is among
the best performing wings in its class. It’s easy to fly,
combined with extremely high passive safety, solid
stability and probably the best handling around. Apco
concentrated on achieving an extremely stable, yet
playful wing with a fully usable speedbar that should
stand out in a crowd, making you look good while
soaring at the top of the gaggle.
Drag was reduced on all fronts to achieve significant
performance and L/D gain. Using a true three-line
concept, combined with APP technology and drag
reducing bullet risers and unsheathed lines, as well as
Apco’s innovative minimal drag hook up points , were our
tools of choice to achieve ultimate performance with no
compromise on safety and fun.
Building Vista III, we implemented the latest
technology available, creating the wing to beat the
competition, making it lighter than most rival gliders,
but faster and sweeter, without sacrificing any of Apco’s
tradition of wing durability and longevity – it also excels
when paramotoring.
For more go to [http://www.apcoaviation.com/DL/
VistaIII/index.html].
Jean-Luc Lejaille <rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com>
Photo: Vista III by Apco
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New Faces at Nova

Philipp Medicus is
new head of design
at Nova. Philipp is a
qualified engineer who
came to paragliding
through flying glider
planes. He has been
working for Nova
for five years as
Philipp Medicus
a test pilot and in
development. He takes over his new position from
Hannes Papesh, who decided to leave this year.
Philipp was already deeply involved in developing
the successful Mentor 2, Mentor 3 and Prion 2. Nova’s
newest wing, the Ion 3, is already a 100 % Medicus wing.
Another new addition, Marcell Schrittwieser also
joins the Nova design and test team. Marcell joins us to
support Philipp Medicus, new head of design, and lead
test-pilot Mario Eder.
Weighing in at only 65kg, Schrittwieser will take on
particular care for the smaller sized wings. He joins Nova
with a solid record in paragliding: In addition to his Acro
passion – he was Austrian Champion in 2009 – Marcel is
an accomplished XC pilot and has experience as a test
pilot. He lives in Innsbruck and studies sociology.
Managing
director
Wolfi
Lechner, “Masi has
already worked with
us on testing the
Ion 3. In addition,
he was with us
when filming the
‘Performance for All’
video in Monaco. He
fits really well with
Marcell
the team.”
Schrittwieser
Till Gottbrath, Nova
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Gin Carrera

New Gin Gliders – Carrera EN-B & Fuse Tandem

The all new Carrera shares its DNA with both the
Boomerang 9. EPT, Gin’s own method of calculating the
best possible airfoil parameters for any given profile,
has led to improvements in inflation/re-inflation
behaviour, climb and stability in turbulence, and at
speed resulting in increased performance with a higher
aspect ratio without sacrificing handling and stability. A
wing for a wide range of suitably experienced pilots. The
Carrera is designed for maximum efficiency. Attention
to detail during design and manufacture results in an
exceptionally clean wing which inflates easily and stops

June | July 2014

overhead with minimum input. Precise and progressive
handling with a ‘gentle-but-firm’ feel, make it ideal for
long XC flights. The wing gives informative feedback
in thermals and transitions but also dampens out
turbulence very effectively. Acceleration is smooth and
progressive.
Compared to other wings of similar performance, the
Carrera offers an extra safety margin when conditions
become challenging.
The Fuse is Gin’s new tandem paraglider for
professionals who demand only the best for their
passengers and for themselves!
Sharing the same EPT (Equalised Pressure
Technology) that’s at the heart of our XC wing, the
Carrera. EPT means a better launch, a better landing and
a better flight all-round! The Fuse is both reliable and
efficient for commercial
use, yet makes no
compromises when
flown for pure pleasure.
Effortless inflation,
agile well balanced
handling and stress free
landing at a wide ‘real
world’ weight range
makes the Fuse ideal for
the professional tandem
pilot.
Phil Hystek,
Paragliding Qld
<info@pgqld.com.au>

Gin Fuse
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WM/Rotax
Maintenance
Course

Wollongong 1 & 2 May 2014

Many
thanks
to
Ned
McIntosh [www.sydneymicro
lightcentre.com] for once
again opening his hangar
for us to conduct our second
Maintenance course at Illawarra Regional Airport.
by Kev MacNally

582 Carb adjustments during manual synchronisation

T

Kev assesses the class’s wirelocking
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his time we managed to secure a classroom in the NSWAir building which
was very much appreciated. Thanks to all at NSWAir for their patience and
hospitality, especially considering they were getting everything ready for the
upcoming ‘Wings Over Illawarra’.
Held over Thursday and Friday rather than a weekend this time, we had six
people booked in for the course. Unfortunately, three had to pull out just prior to
confirmation, leaving us short. However, this proved to be of great benefit to our three
participants, who consequently had more time for question and answer sessions as
well as receiving more individual attention.
The weather was also kind to us – sunny and not too cold. Friday was windy but dry
and, once again, Ned helped us with the practicals which was very much appreciated.
During the practical session, Ned showed the class his complete 582 crankshaft and
pistons and explained how the various parts worked. Everyone appreciated this, all
being two-stroke owners – thank you, Ned.
Only Mark was seeking the WM/Rotax Maintenance endorsement, while Rob and
Peter were happy to just do their own maintenance for now.
Mark passed his assessment easily over the two days and I forwarded his name to
the HGFA Operations Manager for endorsement approval. Mark will be receiving his new
card showing the endorsement shortly.
I think all attendants were surprised at just how much information we get through
over the two days. It is pretty much full on, from 8:30 to
17:00. During this particular course we fell behind on
the first day and, having to vacate the classroom for a
17:00 lock-out, we had to catch up as much as we could
on the second day.
Starting earlier and missing some coffee breaks
helped us catch up on the day before and we finished
up in good time, giving the opportunity to run through
some new questions at the end of the course. We trialled
over 40 questions this time, to test whether our course
covers the range of subjects necessary to be able to
pass the proposed RAA on-line test (which is currently
in the planning stage) and were pleased with the result.
In the spirit of the MoU between HGFA and RAA, we
will be passing on this information to the HGFA Board as
well as to Darren Barnfield, RAA Technical Manager, with
whom we have developed a good working relationship.
We rely heavily on CFIs and Instructors to both
complete the course themselves and recommend it
to their students. Although we run them for the
Kev with Peter, Mark and Rob
HGFA, they are also open to any RAA, SAA, GFA and
June | July 2014

WM/Rotax Maintenance
Numbers To Date:
Number attended the 2011/2012 Seminars:
Number attended Maintenance courses:
Total attendees:
Number of WM/Rotax Maintenance
Endorsements attained*:

27
78
105
61

*Plus one who will get his endorsement when he
becomes a financial member of the HGFA and has
been issued with his membership number.
GA members who may wish to be better informed on
Rotax engine maintenance.
Special thanks to the following CFIs and Instructors for
recommending our courses and for their continued support:
Gavin Penfold, Exmouth WA hosted two courses with another
later this year; Eon McDonald, Queenscliff VIC hosted two courses
with another later this year; Ned McIntosh, Wollongong NSW
hosted two courses; Richard Tabaka, Ballina NSW hosted one
course with another in June; Rohan Holtkamp, Trawalla VIC hosted
one course with another in June and also to: Gordon Marshall
(RAA) for hosting two courses at York WA.
Thanks also to the following people and venues for allowing
us to use their facilities for previous courses:
➲➲ Royal Newcastle Aero Club – hangar and classroom
➲➲ Jack Cross – hangar and classroom
➲➲ Gary Sargeant (RAA) - venue
➲➲ Historical Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS) – classroom
➲➲ Roger Madder at Chevallum – venue
➲➲ NSWAir - classroom

Upcoming Courses:
Ballina, NSW:
Trawalla, VIC:
Exmouth, WA
Busselton, WA
Queenscliff, VIC

7-8 June (Sat/Sun)
21-22 June (Sat/Sun)
TBA*
TBA – possible venue
TBA*

*Check the HGFA online forums regularly for course
dates and updates.

Email Kev MacNally <kmacnally@bigpond.com> for
further details on these courses or to add your name
to our waiting list.

Kev and Ned run through the final checks
of the carb synch on the 912
Top: Mark finishes off the carb synch while trying
not to knock it out of balance
All photos: Courtesy Kev and Carole MacNally

WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses
Why do I need to do one?

Find out how to ensure that the
maintenance that you are doing
is correct and current.
Thinking of conducting
maintenance on a flying school
aircraft or an aircraft other
than your own?
Obtain a HGFA WM/Rotax
Maintenance Endorsement
– only available through one
of our courses.
Email: <kmacnally@bigpond.
com> or check the HGFA on-line
forums for details of the next
available courses.
Courses conducted in all States
subject to available venues.
June | July 2014
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2014 Dalby Big Air Champs

This year was the biggest year ever of the Dalby Big Air with
over 50 hang gliding competitors.

W

hile thermals everywhere south of the
comp were beginning to slow down, Dalby
still held its reputation. Dave May’s blog

had it right:
“Dalby provides BIG, smooth thermals over flatlands. A relatively relaxed comp with statistically EPIC
racing conditions, no landing area concerns, smooth tow
conditions and generally cumulus clouded skies – so,
yeah, you should be here!”
A lot of the first timers to this event saw why so
many pilots are dedicated to this autumn pilgrimage
to South-East Queensland. Although a massive drive
for many, the pay back was huge, with flyable weather
every day.
Camping at the airstrip was very popular this year.
The daily roar of the local crop dusters woke us up a bit
too early. Not long after, our camp crew would huddle
around the coffee percolator, laughing and BS-ing as the
sun came up across the airfield.
After a few days of racing, Adam Stevens and I both
voiced how Australian XC racing has really stepped up

Awesome screen grab by Adam Stevens on Task 1
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by Curt Warren

Photos: Lettuce Capture U Photography

a level this past year. Simply, the standard of pilots
(Aussies and Kiwis) has risen across the board. Some of
the credit goes to the country’s competition and event
organisers – along with their volunteers and tug-pilots
– who’ve worked hard to provide our flying community a
fun and safe training ground several times a year.
Steve Blenkinsop was the deserving Open Class
Champion! After a wide variety of flying conditions and
well called tasks, Blenky secured a solid lead in the end.

“My comp highlight was making goal on day 5 flying
with Grant Heaney after we both had an epic crosswind
struggle and just managed to stay in the air while
almost drifting past the goal circle. I flew back to land
with Grant who had to skillfully go under a powerline
to get into the goal circle. We were delirious with relief
after a very tense flight.”
Tim Osborne won this year’s ‘Best of the Rest’
trophy. His determination was fuelled by the need to
beat his Kiwi mates! Tim’s highlights:

Warren Windsports fledglings
Howie Jones (Floater Class Champ)
and Brad Porter (Sport Class
Champ) with a proud coach!
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Steve Blenkinsop, Open Class Champ, with daughter Alex

Tim Osborne – ‘Best of the Rest’

“The task committee and local pilot knowledge got
us all flying in the best part of the day. Nice work and
well done – not too many pilots left Dalby at the end of
the week without a smile.”
The Sport Class Winner was Brad Porter, who was
on a nostalgic trip from Canberra, to see his birthplace
from the air – any excuse to go flying, really: “I loved the
Dalby comp. The most satisfying flight I have had to date
was task 3 which saw me get to goal… not only my first
goal, but my first turnpoint. Mum and Dad were there
as I landed, all smiles and cold beers. It was super cool
to have top pilots like Dave May, Curt Warren and Grant
Heaney present who gave me pro tips for that particular
day, patted me on the back and said, ‘Good job, mate!’”
The Floater Class winner was Howie Jones. Two days
before the comp, his employer gave him the ‘bad’ news
that his next work project was delayed and he needed to
take the week off: “What an awesome comp with great
people! Highlights for me included gaggle flying for the
first time, sharing thermals that at first seemed quite
crowded – exciting to say the least.
My most satisfying flight ever was task
4, a 60km triangle, and to make goal for
the first time. It was cool to have fellow
Floater Class pilot Richard Hughes along for
part of the journey, marking thermals for
each other. After getting low and unzipping
twice, it sure was a sweet feeling to make
goal – woot!”
Harrison Rowntree took home the
David Seib Memorial trophy. This one is
particularly special to a few of us and those
who spent any time with Harrison quickly
saw his love and addiction to the sport:
“My comp highlight: When my glider wasn’t
there on practice day, Simon West, after
having flown a 70km triangle in his Sting,
offered me a late afternoon flight. I was so
excited! At 4pm I was up and hit cloudbase
at 7000ft. I flew for an hour and a half and
could have flown for longer. I watched the
sun set from the sky. It was beautiful!

I’m constantly amazed at the generosity of the hang
gliding community and I appreciate all the help I’ve been
given this season. It’s been a blast and I’ll definitely be
back next season.”
The entire Sport Class (The ‘Real Race’, as I call
it) was buzzing with positive energy, sportsmanship,
and momentum. Their post-flight excitement was
contagious. Also, I’d like to sneak in how proud I am of
champs Brad and Howie, having just finished their novice
course with me at Warren Windsports in September
2013!
Lastly, ‘Never give up on Dalby’ still rings in my ears,
announced under grey and gloomy skies by co-organiser
Bruce Crerar, at a morning task meeting – four hours
later, we were all racing under picturesque skies.
On behalf of the competitors, I’d like to give a
massive thanks to our lovely comp director, Annie Crerar,
her entire crew, and the sponsors for creating, planning,
and executing the 2014 Dalby Big Air cross country race!
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Harrison Rowntree, recipient of
the David Seib Memorial Trophy

Photos: Lettuce Capture U Photography
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Events Calendar

2014
June

WM/Rotax Maintenance Course
7 to 8 June 2014

Ballina Airport, NSW. These courses are limited to 8 people. If
you are interested in this course, please email your availability
ASAP to <Kev MacNally kmacnally@bigpond.com>.

September
15th Canungra Cup

27 September to 4 October
Canungra, Qld. AAA, Cat 2 event. Great weather, great tasks and
lots of fun, stress free flying. Mentoring scheme for pilots new
to comps. Nightly events and, of course, the legendary retrieve
service. Also includes pick up/drop offs from the airport. It’s
Australia’s favourite comp. Organiser: Dave Gibbs <djgibbs67@
gmail.com> event website [www.canungracup.org].

October
Propfest 2014

4 to 6 October 2014, Labour Day weekend
Helidon Golf Course, QLD. For information contact: Matt Fox
<www.foxairsports.com.au/].

Forbes Big Spring Floater Comp
3 to 6 October 2014,
Labour Day weekend

50 flying mates, all racing
on the same glider type!
Registration opens
1 July 2014 [www.
warrenwindsports.com.
au/events].

Free Hang Gliding XC Clinic
22 to 24 October 2014

Moriarty Hall, Canungra, QLD. Free three-day introductory
camp for Canungra club sites Tamborine Mountain and Beechmont. CFIs Ken Hill, Curt Warren and Lisa Bradley
are supported by experienced HG pilots Jon Durand Snr, Jon
Durand Jnr, Rod Flockhart, Dave Stevens, Dave Staver. A great
opportunity for novice and intermediate pilots to improve
their HG skills and an opportunity to enhance cross-country
and competition performance under the guidance of some of
Australia’s most skilled and experienced pilots. The Canungra
HG Classic competition follows directly after the clinic, so for
those who enter, there will be two de-briefings throughout
the competition week to monitor progress of pilots who
attended the XC clinic. Pilots are required to supply all HG
equipment and encouraged to use GoPros (or any other video
cameras) during the training camp so all pilots can watch
footage in the evenings and help instructors to give feedback.
Our goals are to practise procedures for setting up gliders
and equipment, launch and landing techniques, safe flying
practices, improve thermalling techniques, practise crosscountry flying with goals dependent on pilot ability, share
local knowledge on the flying sights and terrain and set goals
for future flying. Bookings: Contact organiser Billy MillerMacleod on 0435 046335 or <billymillermacleod@gmail.com>.

Accommodation: Canungra Showgrounds (camping), ph: 07
5543 5904, Canungra Motel on 07 5543 5155 or Canungra
Hotel on 07 5543 5233.

Canungra HG Classic Competition
25 October to 1 November 2014

Moriarty Hall, Canungra, QLD. AAA rated. Practice day: 24
October. Entry fee: $270, iIncludes entry, four dinner meals,
T-shirt and a fun week for all, including non-flyers. Opening
ceremony: 24 October at 7pm. Red Faces: 29 October at 7pm.
Prize money $750 cash. Download track log on large screen
and large TV screen for GoPro each day. Prizes for the best
footage, $7000 worth of prizes and cash to be handed out. Go
to [http://chgc.asn.au/hg/cclassic.html] to register. Contact:
Dave Staver 0439 435 953.

November
Mt Beauty Fly-in

21 to 23 November 2014
Mt Beauty, NE VIC. The fly-in is held at the Mt Beauty Airfield,
a four minute drive from town. Kiewa valley also has two free
flying spots – Mt Emu, 3200ft launch, on the east side of the
valley, and Tawonga Gap, 2100ft launch, to the west of the
valley. There will be a BBQ lunch, Saturday and Sunday, and
burgers, snags and drinks for sale. The money raised goes to
the airfield committee to pay for the amenities. For further
info contact Simon Wills (Willsy) <swillsy@bigpond.net.au>.

2015
January

XC Camp 2015

31 January to 7 February 2015
Mt Borah, Manilla, NSW. Free event for XC pilots of all levels.
Informal distances are scored using your choice of online
system or straight line Open Distance off your GPS. Come
for as many days as you like, fly as far as you can, fly with
and learn from some of the best XC pilots. Many pilots
achieve PBs in Manilla each year. Mt Borah has four huge
astro-turfed launches for nearly all wind directions, easy
landings, developed for the 2007 Worlds. The Manilla area
offers some of the world’s safest XC flying for all pilot levels,
from novice to expert, with some thermalling experience.
Daily weather briefings by Godfrey Wenness, tips and trick
sessions, campfire discussions, regular day prizes and scoring
updates in all classes (Fun/Sport/Serial). Open Class gliders
are welcome to attend but won’t be scored. Camping ($7/
night, $9/night powered), cabins available on site, new cafe
and licensed bar, two camp kitchens, BBQ, swimming pool.
Contact: <godfrey@flymanilla.com>.

Tasmania Drifter Tour
February 2015

Three years of ‘Drifter
Tours’ morphing into an
ultimate Tassie flying
expedition [www.
warrenwindsports.
com.au/events].

Paragliding
Ratings Review

T

he practical and theoretical ratings of our paragliding Supervised, Intermediate and
Advanced ratings are out of date and require a thorough review. The tandem Sport
and Instructional endorsements practical and theory also require attention.
These rating and endorsements require a review to remove obsolete and out dated
material and ensure relevance to our current flying requirements.
The HGFA are seeking tenders from a demonstrably capable person or team
to review, make recommendation then revise the paragliding training system.

Scope

Tender

The scope of this tender is defined as:
1. Student Workbook and Supervised rating practical requirements,
pre-exam study material and theory exams.
2. Intermediate and Advanced rating practical requirements,
pre-exam study material and theory exams.
3. Tandem Sport and Instructional endorsement practical requirements,
pre-exam study material and theory exams.
4. Towing endorsement practical requirements, pre-exam study material
and theory exam.

Outcomes
The outcomes from this tender will be revised documentation stored in digital
format, ex-MS Word, YouTube, or web pages.
All pre0-exam study material should provide reference to material to enable
candidates to self study.
All exams should have a minimum of two (2) versions to enable resitting exams.
Practical rating requirements should reflect the implications of current
generation glider characteristics, recovery techniques and performance

Deliverables
The tender will require a fixed cost and a delivery schedule to provide each
of these items:
1. A definition of the strategy of revising items 1 through 4
defined in the scope including two distinct peer reviews.
2. Item 1 defined in the scope.
3. Item 2 defined in the scope.
4. Item 3 and 4 defined in the scope.

Payment and Penalties
The HGFA will pay the agreed costs of the tenderer provided the project meets the
defined deliverables. Should defined deliverables be missed the HGFA reserve the
right to reduce or cancel deliverable payments.

Considerations
The HGFA is of the opinion that the current ratings do not adequately reflect some
of the practical demands of current paragliders, eg rapid height loss manoeuvres,
low altitude collapses, SIV, airspace. Our theory does not adequately consider
current methods of observing and evaluating weather, using current XC tracking
tools for safety and VHF radio. We would like to see these and several other items
considered in the project.

Mt Borah, NSW
Photo: Brooke Whatall
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Please contact the HGFA Secretary for any
further information on <secretary@hgfa.asn.au>
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PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA <sahga.
exec@gmail.com>. Pres: Stuart McClure
0428 100796; Sec/Trs: Rob Woodward
0408 808436.

Tasmanian HG & PG Association

All clubs please check details in this section carefully

Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs.

All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs

All correspondence, including
changes of address, membership renewals, short term
memberships, rating forms
and other administrative
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, & 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager
John Twomey & 0417 644633 < john.twomey@

hgfa.asn.au> <manager.operations@hgfa.asn.au>.

HGFA Administrative Manager
Trene Randles & 03 9336 7155 <office@hgfa.
asn.au> <trene.randles@hgfa.asn.au>.

➲ F or information about site ratings, sites
and other local matters, contact the appro
priate State associations, region or club.

HGFA Committee
of Management
Pres: Greg Lowry <president@hgfa.asn.au>
<greg.lowry@hgfa.asn.au> & 0400 759105.
V-Pres: Brett Coupland <vicepresident@hgfa.
asn.au> <brett.coupland@hgfa.asn.au>.
Sec: Sun Nickerson <secretary@hgfa.asn.au>
<sun.nickerson@hgfa.asn.au> & 0466 399850.
Trs: Grant Cassar <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au>
<grant.cassar@hgfa.asn.au>.
Committee Members:

States

HGFA

Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required
to be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if
confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where no current forms or
confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken as having expired.

Regions
ACT HG & PG Association

LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT
0200; [www.acthpa.org]. Pres:
Alistair Dickie <alnrelly@gmail.
com> 0422 970408; V-Pres: Nic
Welbourn <nic@corinbank.com>;
Trs: Alun Mills <almills@iinet.
net.au>; Sec: Zhenshi van der Klooster
<zhenshi@mac.com>; Committee: Howard
Taylor <howardtaylor.ad@gmail.com>; Steve
Foggett <steve.foggett@homemail.com.au>;
Meetings: 1st Tue/month 7.30pm Canberra
Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.

PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South 0417 930
142 <ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; Sec:
Peter Kovesi 0432 629315 <pk@peter
kovesi.com>; Trs: Greg Lowry 0400 759105
<g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; Club Reps: Simon
Shuttleworth (Albany), Mark Wild (Sky
Pirates), Mike Duffy (Western Soarers), Rick
Williams (Hill Flyers), Mark Stokoe (Dust
Devils); Non-Club Rep: Chris Bennet.

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association

PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Ralf Gittfried
<president@nswhpa.org> 0466 566288;
V-Pres/PO: Nir Eshed <Vice-President@
nswhpa.org> 0423 422494; Sec: Fred Crous
<Secretary@nswhpa.org> 0425 227 075;
Trs: Graeme Cran <treasurer@nswhpa.org>
0487 205171; Committee: Brett Coupland,
David Holmes, Tony Dennis, Chris Clements,
Allan McMillan, Louis Klein, Michael Stott.

North Queensland State Association

Rick Williams <rick.williams@hgfa.asn.au>.

PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <flying@cairnshang
glidingclub. org>; V-Pres: Daniel Keech 0427
888893 <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs:
Tracey Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881,
0418 963796 <info@azurephotography.
com>; PG rep: Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association

Alex Jones <alex.jones@hgfa.asn.au>.
Brian Webb <brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au>
& 0417 530972.
Peter Allen <peter.allen@hgfa.asn.au>.

PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding
queensland.com>, Sec/Trs: Rod Stead 0428
132215 <roderick.stead@rpsgroup.com.au>.
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PO Box 268, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, [www.
thpa.org.au]. Pres: Keith Wales 0407 516845
<giligan42@hotmail.co.uk>; V-Pres: Ramon
Brasnja 0419 652693 <beatclepto@hotmail.
com>; Sec/Trs: Rob Steane 0418 146137
<robsteane@netspace.net.au>.

Victorian HG & PG Association

PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au]. Pres: Rob van der Klooster 0408 335
559 <president@vhpa.org.au>; Sec: Stephen
Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@vhpa.
org.au>; Trs: Stephen Leake 0409 553401
<treasurer@vhpa.org.au; SO: Kevin Grosser
0419 022225 <safetyofficer@vhpa.org.au;
Site Dev. Officer: Mark Pike 0408 801356
<mark.pike@baesystems.com>; Committee:
Brian Webb 0417 530972 <brianmwebb@
alpineinfotech.com.au>; Jan Bennewitz (Web
master) 0423 139923 <jan.bennewitz@
gmail.com>; Anthony Meechan 0407 163796
<meeks65@yahoo.com.au>; Nigel Streeter
<nstreeter@bigpond.com>.

Clubs

Contacts

South Australian HG/PG/ML Association

New South Wales
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.

[bmhgc.blogspot.com] Pres: Jan
Tupy 0425 228286 <jan@mta
travel.com.au>; Sec: Alexander Drew
0423 696677 <revant01@yahoo.
com.au>; Trs: Michael Roelens 0406
523841 <michael.roelens@gmail.
com>, 0407 814524; SSO: HG – Allan Bush
0407 814524 <bethandallen@bigpond.
com>, PG – Che Golus 0429 432031 <chegolus
@gmail.com>. Meetings: Contact President.

Central Coast Sky Surfers

PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: Rod Burke
0401 923923 <president@centralcoast
skysurfers.com>; V-Pres: Javier Alvarez 0418
116681 <vice president@centralcoastsky
surfers.com>; Sec: Geoff Bednal 0418 468
065 <secretary@centralcoastskysurfers.
com>; Trs: Phillip Wheen <treasurer@central
coastskysurfers.com>, SSOs: Javier Alvarez
0418 116681 <mediacentralcoastsky
surfers.com>, John Harriott 0412 442705
<nationalparksliaisoncentralcoastskysurfe
rs.com>. Meetings: 1st Thu/month, 7:30pm,
Erina Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.

Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club

6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486 <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.

PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond
Sparkes 0433 917011; V-Pres: Andrew Swan
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1
@bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club

[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
Porter 0415 920444 <porter.michael60@
gmail.com>; V-Pres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491
150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Inc.

Pres: Stephen Robertson 0457 123102;
V-Pres: Krizzo Becker 0420 479008; Sec/Trs:
Paul Cox 0421 072897.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.

PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.org.
au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02 6785
6545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>, V-Pres/Sec/
Trs: Bob Smith 0428 317735 <bobskisan@gm
ail.com>, SSOs: Mark Russell 0434 895185 (HG).

Mid North Coast Flyers Inc

11 Grenadines Way, Bonny Hills NSW 2445
<www.midnorthcoastflyers.com.au>. Pres:
Daniel Rose 0411 897255; V-Pres: Murray
Dawes 0487 177928, Sec/Trs: Liz Alley 0409
360062. SSO: Chris Rogers 0407 918099.
Site info: Derek Lotter 0410 640519 or Chris
Rogers 0407 918099.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club

93 Wommara Ave, Belmont Nth NSW 2280;
[www.nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dawson Brown
0429 675475 <president@nhgc.asn.
au>; V-Pres: Gary Herman 0401 772289
<vicepresident@nhgc.asn.au>; Sec: James
Pallas <secretary@nhgc.asn.au>; Trs: Allan
McMillan 0400 637070 <treasurer@nhgc.
asn.au>; SOs: Coastal–Tony Barton 0412
607815, Inland–Scott Barrett 0425 847208,
John O’Donohue 02 49549084, PG–James
Thompson 02 49468680; Newsletter: David
Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@nhgc.asn.
au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm
South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.

Newcastle Paragliding Club

Pres: Neil Bright 0412 689067 <tojofly@
iprimus.com.au>; V-Pres: Robert Lackner 0407
934808 <rlackner@bigpond.net.au>; Sec:
Andrew Burchell 0403 772563 <andrew
burchell1@gmail.com>; Trs: Joshua Ludwick &
Adam Andrews; SSO: Bob Lane 0490 349441
<bob.lane55@hotmail.com>. Meetings: Last
Tue/month, 7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.

Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc

Pres: Ray Firth 0425 314735 <rayfirth@gmail.
com>; V-Pres: Michael Lamb 0422 611318
<lamykiwi@optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Gregory
Evans 0422 688491 <evans100@optusnet.
com.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor 0434 882834
<alan@2t4l.com>; SSO: Doug Sole 0412
728959 <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>.

Northern Rivers HG & PG Club

PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net]. Pres: Mick Hill; V-Pres:
Brian Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@
optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Gavin Hartel; Trs:
James McEwan 0437 368999 <nrhgpgc@
gmail.com>; PR: Andrew Polidano 0442
8666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>; Web:
Raven Dover Sites: Peter Wagner 0431 120
942, Col Rushton 0428 751379 <colin.
rushton@bigpond.com>; SSO (PG): Lindsay
Wooten 0427 210993 <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): Andrew Polidano
0428 666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>.
Meetings: Byron Bay Services Club, 7pm, 1st
Fri/month.
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NSW Sky Hawks

Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres: Tony Dennis 0418
574068 <fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: William
Olive 0412 423133 <William.Olive@hne
health.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: John Jablonskis
0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>.

The Pico Club (Paramotor Club)

[www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Geoff Sanders
0427 652207 <sanders3675@yarhoo.com.
au>; V-Pres: Justin Shaw 0407 884351
<jkshaw1@gmail.com>; Sec/SSO: Simon
Wills 0418 554872 <swillsy@bigpond.net.
au>; Trs: Andrew McCarthy <natmarks@tpg.
com.au>; PO: Jeff Hoffmann 0429 206233
<jandlhoffman@bigpond.com>; SO: Mike
Forwood; Web: Andrew Shipley 0407 511451
<andrewshipley@netspace.net.au>.

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508, [www.
flystanwell.com]; Pres/Trs: Peter Ffrench
0403 076149 <president@flystanwell.com>
<treasurer@flystanwell.com>; V-Pres: Fred
Smeaton 0402 808031; Sec: Mark Mitsos
0408 864083 <secretary@flystanwell.
com>; SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083
<SSO@flystanwell.com>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club

[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au] <shgc
@live.com.au>. Pres/SO: Ken Stothard
<kstothar@optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Vicki
Cain <Vicki@moyes.com.au>; Sec: Adrian
Bannister <adrian.bannister@yahoo.com.au>;
Trs: John Selby <jselby@pivit.net.au>; SSO:
Doug Sole <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>.
Meetings: Juniors @ the Junction, Anzac Pde,
Maroubra, 8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.org]. Pres: Georges Magnan 0412
062602 <georges.magnan@molnlycke.
com>; V-Pres: Greg Hurst 0417 908496
<greghurst@optusnet.com.au>;
Sec:
Monique Zimany; Trs: Rob Middleton 0403
760588 <rrmiddleton@gmail.com>; SSO-PG:
David Holmes 0408 366505 <ny_studios@
hotmail.com>; SSO-PPG: Brett Coupland 0409
162616 <brett@ppgaustralia.com>; SSO-HG:
Rohan Taylor 0425 268080 <rohantaylor@
yahoo.com>. Meeting: Harbord Bowling Club,
Bennett St, Freshwater, 7pm, 1st Tue/month
(except January).

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Rod Flockhart 0412 882639
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Ken Hill
0418 188655 <vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>;
Sec: Mark Kropp 0416 181915 <secretary@
chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Hana Krajcova 0424 257
381 <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Grants Officer:
Matt Cage 0410 589800; SSO PG: Phil Hystek
0418 155317, 07 55434000 (h), Brandon
O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc

C/O Shayne Towers-Hammond, 3 Waterline
Way, Rosslyn QLD 4703. Pres/SSO:
Shayne Towers-Hammond 0434 544148
<shayne.16@hotmail.com>; Sec: Bill
Gonch; Trs: Fraser Strain; SOs: Fraser
Strain, Kent Gosden; CFI: Jean-Luc Lejaille
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com> 0418 754157.

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.

’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: James
Lowe 0418 963315 <j.lowe@cqu.edu.au>;
Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699 <jaw12@
bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 0427 177
237 <jonathon.a.wall@team.telstra.com>;
SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 07 49387607.
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club

Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122 <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

Northern Territory
Alice Springs Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

Alice Springs NT 0870. Pres: Richard Binstead
0422 956967 <rbinstead@gmail.com>.

Victoria
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 76, Duaringa QLD 4712. Pres: Paul
Barry 0499 22865 <prbarry@tpg.com.
au>; Sec/Trs: Tim Osborn 0499 310902
<Timothy.J.Osborn@bigpond.com.au>

Fly Killarney Inc

[http://fly-killarney.com.au/]. Pres: Scott
Farrell 0439 754303 <scott308@rocketmail.
com>; V-Pres: Dave Gibbs; Trs/Sec: Paul
McCullough <plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581; <para
glidingsunshinecoast.com>. Pres: John Vasta
<president@paraglidingsunshinecoast.
com>; V-Pres & SSO (HG): Dave Cookman 0427
498753; Trs: Mike Edgson; Sec: Paul Green
0412 376719; SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille
0418 754157, 07 54863048.

Sunshine Coast Sports Aviators Inc.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club

PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc.
org]. Pres: Dean Bayley 0408 548651; V-Pres:
Greg Beglehole 0408 335559 <greg@heating
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Phillip Campbell; Trs:
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860 <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp
0408 678734 <rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>; Site Committee Chairperson: Steve
Norman; Committee: James Wynd, Will
Faulkner. Meetings: Last Sat/month, The
Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.

Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA
6051. Pres/SSO: Rod Merigan 0439 967971
<rmerigan@paraglidewesternaustralia.com.
au>; V-Pres/SO: Gabriel Bressan <gabebres@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Trs: Colin Brown
0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.com>.
Meetings: Last Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne
Park Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club

Duaringa Flying Club Inc

[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum:
[http://skypirates.freeforums.org/]. Club
for WSM, PPG & PHG pilots. Contact: Bohdan
Philippa <bohdan392@gmail.com>.

Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

Dalby Hang Gliding Club

13 Cottman St, Buderim QLD 4556. Pres: Bruce
Crerar <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; Sec/Trs:
Annie Crerar 0418 711821 <annie.bruce@
bigpond.com>; SSO: Bruce Crerar.

Victorian Air Hogs

<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Peter
Hannah; SSO: Rob van der Klooster 0408
335559, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923.
Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue see [www.
dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].

[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Shane
Gingell 0417 619167 <fly@SEQparagliding.
com>; V-Pres: James Barr 0400 774153
<jimmibarr@gmail.com>; Sec: Brett Jensen 0417
792840 <jeno72au@yahoo.com>; Trs: Dave Todd
0400 774153 <Chameleon076@gmail.com>.

Conondale Cross-Country Club

Pres: Ben Darke 0418 753220 <ben@water
bed.com.au>; Sec: Brett Paull 0435 203153
<101airbourne@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar
07 33327535 <grantcassar@iinet.net.au>.
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[www.wickedwings.com.au]. V-Pres: Adrian
Palfrey 0408 341181 <adrianpalfrey@
hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Joe Colfs 0422 587636
<joe_colfs@hotmail.com>; Trs: Craig Dunn;
Sec: Lachlan Weeks 0418 933570 <Lachlan.
weeks@yahoo.com.au>.

PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dave Moore
0432 152101 <Dave.moore@gmail.com>;
Sec: Peter Cass 0422 246326 <P_J_Cass@
yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Noel Bear 0425
801813 <Treasurer@mhgc.asn.au>; SSO:
Peter Holloway 0408 526805 <Info@
freedomairsports.com.au>; Committee: Merv
Dannefaerd, Brad Howarth, Brett Huggan &
Johannes Straub. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month,
Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Rd, Hawthorn East
VIC 3123.

50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563 <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662 <trike@tpg.com.au>.
PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Vanessa Spark
<maxidog6@bigpond.com>; Sec: Tracey Hayes
<info@azurephotography.com.au>; Trs: Daniel
Keech <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Committee:
Ted Powell, Brod Osborne, Joe Reyes.

Wicked Wings Toowoomba HG & PG Club

Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo
252@gmail.com>; Sec: Kieran Schultz 0468
941652 <kdmschultz@hotmail.com>; Trs:
Jon Seltin; Committee: Bill Oates, Bill Brooks,
Alex Morgan, John Seltin; SSO: Karl Texler
0428 385144; Meetings: [nevhgc-membersforum@googlegroups.com].

Skyhigh Paragliding Club

[www.skyhighparagliding.org].
Pres: Chris Noye <pres@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; V-Pres: Alister Johnson <vp@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Trs: Matthew
Gruba <tres@skyhighparagliding.org.
au>; Sec: Stephen McCulloch <sec@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; M’ship: Paul
Larkin <mem@skyhighparagliding.org.
au>; Nov Rep: Peter Kemeny <nov@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Web: Romann
Kudinoff <wm@skyhighparagliding.org.au>;
Committee: Tania Roullet. Meetings: 1st Wed/
month 7:30pm Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson
St, Abbotsford. No meeting in Nov or Jan.

Southern Microlight Club Inc.

[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au]
Pres: Tony Batson <president@southernmicro
lightclub.com.au>; Sec: Steve Bell <secretary
@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>; Trs:
George Vassis <treasurer@southernmicrolight
club.com.au>; Newsletter: Trevor Lane <trevor
@teknological.com.au>; Web: Steve Bell
<webmaster@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>.

SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.

[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Pres/SSO
Kalgoorlie: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.
net.au>, 0427 328638; Trs: Phil Clarkson <phil.
clarkson@hotmail.com.au>, 0405 144475;
Sec: Duncan Dekoning <chickendekoning@
hotmail.com>. SSO Perth: Mark Stokoe
<wrx2002@iinet.net.au>, 0414 932461.

Hill Flyers Club Inc.

<hillflyers@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary
Bennet 0412 611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls
0417 690386, Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397,
Dave Longman 08 93859469. Meetings held
on site during club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.

WA Sky Pirates (PPG)

Pres: Mark Wild <mwild@gastech.com.au>
0411 423923; Trs: Mark Hayton <mark.
hayton@riotinto.com> 0439 513465;
Sec: Kevin Hatten <kevinhatten@bigpond.
com> 0419 845509; SSOs: Mark Wild 0411
423923, Gordon McCabe 0407 776462.

Western Microlight Club Inc.

Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres:
Keith Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey
0428 504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408
949004.

Western Soarers

PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril
Eliopulos <wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs:
Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs:
Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull,
Rick Williams, Michael Duffy. Meetings:
See [http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/
western_soarers/].
SKYSAILOR
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Schools & Maintenance

Queensland

Victoria

New South Wales

Western Australia
Australia Wide Services
Certified Paraglider
Repairer
Testing & Repairs

Poliglide Paragliding
Specialising in
Motorised Paragliding since 2001
➲ SIV, towing, confidence building specialist.
➲ HG to PG conversions.
➲	Sales and service of paragliding and motorised
paragliding equipment.
➲	Sport and Exercise Science trained.

Rainbow Paragliding•APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders

Importer of Swing
gliders since 1999

<shop@paraglidingrainbow.com>

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best,
our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding
Champion) has been involved in paragliding since 1990 &
instructing for over 10 years.

Courses

➲
➲
➲
➲
➲
➲

Introductory & HGFA licence course
Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
SIV courses
Tow courses
XC tandem flights
Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.

See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
[www.activeflight.com.au]

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>
[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

2014 Canungra HG Classic
CASA – Close Call
Central West Flying
Cloudbase Paragliding – Bali Trip
FREE HG XC Clinic Canungra
HGFA Document Map System
HGFA PG Ratings Review Tender
HGFA Visiting Pilots Membership
High Adventure – Bali PG Tour 2014
Manilla Paragliding – Ascent

19
IBC
23
IFC
39
23
35
25
35
15

➲ Comprehensive testing
and repairs to all
paragliders
➲ Fully equipped service and
repair agents for: Advance,
Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin, Gradient, Mac Para,
Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, Paratech, Sky, Skywalk, Swing,
UP
➲ Full written report
➲ Harness repair and modifications
➲ Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
➲ Parachute repacking
➲ Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, New
Zealand and Asia
➲ Prompt turnaround

FreshBreeze motors Crispi Boots
since 2001
since 2001

Reseller of Bräuniger & Icom

➲ E stablished since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based
on the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school
has access to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate
in the Cooloola National Park including Teewah and
world famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State,
we fly all year round, 60km cross-country flights
have been achieved in winter!
➲ FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your
own pace, between eight to 10 days.
➲ REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the
experts.
➲ INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and
the knowledge.
➲ SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, tradein, maintenance and repairs.
➲ YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

www.poliglide.com.au

0428 666 843
Andrew Polidano CFI

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

Free Hang Gliding XC Clinic Canungra
22-24 October 2014

PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581
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New South Wales

Manilla Paragliding – Axess 3
Manilla Paragliding – Flying Accessories
Moyes Gliders – Malibu 2
Natalie’s Travel Insurance
Paragliding Headquarters – 5W UHF Radio
Paragliding Qld – Paraglide NZ Tours 2014
Skymec Paramotors
Warren Windsports – Online Store
WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses

29
27
BC
9
IBC
3
5
29
31

June | July 2014

Professional Paragliding
➲
➲
➲
➲
➲
➲

Tandem Introductory Flights
Paragliding Courses and Certifications
Pilot Development Clinics
Free Introduction course
Tandem Endorsements
Sales and Service

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd
Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au>
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]

June | July 2014
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Classifieds

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per issue will
be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by email <office@hgfa.
asn.au>, fax: 03 93367177 or post: 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042. The deadline is the 1st of the month, one
month prior to publication date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission of the
classified must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include your contact details (for
prospective buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verification) and the State under which you would like the classified
placed. (Note that the above does not apply to commercial operators. Instructors may place multiple classified entries, but
will be charged at usual advertising rates.)

Advertising Guidelines

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the maintenance requirements as
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should
always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of maintenance logs for the
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Microlights & Equipment

Early moonrise

Photo: Tex Beck

Airborne Classic 582 Outback with Wizard 3 wing. Eng/wing
135 hrs. 435 hrs base. Full set canvas covers, bar mitts,
helmets, VHF radio, intercom, two flying suits, new trailer,
log books. All excellent condition – $21000. Contact: Geoff
& 0408 566 690 (Mornington, VIC).

Hang Gliders & Equipment

Aeros Combat-GT comp spec 2012 model, $6,500, for further
info contact: Neil & 0407 463 668 or <waxed64@yahoo.com>.
Airborne Fun 190, 25 hrs flying time, red/white/orange, speed
bar, Plastiqual wheels, Dynamic Flight Stealth2 harness, helmet
– $2550. Contact: Bob & 0422 056 693 (Gosford, NSW).
FLPHG Harness Mosquito NRG. Near new, approx. 20 hrs use. Suit
pilot medium build up to 175cm tall (custom fitted). Willing
to split freight costs, $4500. Contact: & 0407 991 240 or
<josephkenna@rocketmail.com>.
Flylight Doodlebug FLPHG, fully faired, silence kit, prop brake,
electric start. Purchased new from Australian dealer in 2002,
extremely low hrs – $3950, for specs see [www.flylight.
co.uk/footlaunched/index.htm]. Contact: Bob & 0422 056
693 (Gosford, NSW).
Flytec 6030 instruments in excellent condition, no mounting
bracket – $800. Contact: Geoff & 0408 566 690 (Mornington,
VIC).
Litespeed S3.5, very good condition, carbon outer LE, dive
struts, battens, LE inserts, PX sail, Zoom frame, Fast speedbar,
130 hrs, wires 40 hrs, spare basebar, battens, tip wands,
wheels. XC+waterproof bags. $4,500. Located in Canungra,
will be at Dalby comp. Contact: Vic & 0429 039 006.

Airborne Edge X 582 blue top. Always hangared. Full flying
log & service history. Galvanised, registered custom trailer,
usual inclusions, plus PLB, GPS, compass, Pumpkinhead covers,
panniers, pole bag, maint. manuals & much more – $13,500
ono. Contact: Kevin & 02 6337 4248 (Bathurst, NSW).

Airborne XT912 Tundra Cruze 2008. Fantastic trike, low hrs
(430), great for new & experienced pilots. Short take off &
landings, highly manoeuvrable. Uses less than 10 litres/hr
making it a very capable XC machine. Slower speeds are what
triking is all about. Located at Dixons Creek, VIC. Transport
can be arranged. Comes with everything you need, incl. radio,
intercom, suits, helmets, etc, all in EC – $40,000 neg. Trailer
may be available. Contact: Brett & 0419 610 041 (call or
SMS) for details.

General Classifieds
Kangook.com

Airborne XT 912 Tundra with Arrow wing, 190 hrs on base, 20
hrs on wing, Microair radio. Always hangared – $45000 neg.
Contact: Pete & 0438 056 279 (Maitland, NSW)

The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection
with prices. Contact: Ron & 0403 975041.

Nanolight Powerlight trike, Australian made, Corsair 175
engine, 25hp, 100 hrs, new seat belts, incl. carry/set-up
frame on wheels & covers, airworthy, Sting 2XC wing, 2 spare
DTs, all in excellent condition – $6750. Contact: Steve & 0401
861 129 (Brisbane, QLD).

PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3
concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA
SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, [www.parasupply.com].

Concertina Bag

Press To Talk System

PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/
PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA
SUPPLY/PTT sys, [www.parasupply.com].

LiteSport 5, 2012, new design, carbon outers, carbon dive
struts, zoom DTs, 150 hrs, immaculate condition, flies
beautifully. Would cost $9000 new, asking $6000. Contact:
Goran & 0404 777 100.
Metamorfosi Conar 16 ‘chute, HG model, 9-2002, 80 to 110kg,
mint – $325. Contact: Bob & 0422 056 693 (Gosford, NSW).
Moyes Malibu 188, three yrs old, blue/yellow, good condition –
$1500. Northwing Freedom 150 Mylar sail high performance
floater. Great glide, blue/Mylar, 40 hrs, great condition
– $1800. Contact: & 0400 105 007 (Manly, NSW) or
<taylor_c@mac.com>.
Moyes XT145, low hrs, $1000 ono. Contact: Mark & 0416
317 969 (WA).
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Airborne XT 582 Outback, with Cruze wing. New engine with
10 hrs, wing/base 182 hrs. GX2 Skydat instruments, 760
Microair radio, 70-litre fuel tank, trike & prop covers, bar
mitts, log books. Great condition, $28,000. Contact: Chris &
0404 316 913 (Geelong, VIC).
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