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One Fine Autumn Day

Autumn to me is the best time of year as far as
flying is concerned, especially here in Queensland.

Ben Darke
Ben Darke and Brett Paul flying past the sugar mill

by Roger Ranty

T

he sun doesn’t rise too early (allowing me more
sleeping time) and the weather is still warm
enough so you can fly without full winter gear.
Since the weather forecast was for perfect
conditions, a couple of friends and I decided to fly
from Murwillumbah airstrip on the second weekend of
autumn. I turned up at around 5:30am, Ben Darke and
Brett Paul were already there waiting for me. By the time
we were airborne it was 6am.
Murwillumbah is a small country town in northern
NSW with lots of sugar cane fields and a sugar mill
just out of town. Mt Warning (3793ft) towers in the
background. Due to Mt Warning’s proximity to Cape
Byron, the Australian continent’s easternmost point, it
is the first place on mainland Australia to receive the
sun’s rays each day.
After a few minute of climbing, we were greeted by
a spectacular view: the morning fog was flowing down
the valley toward the town like a giant tsunami. The
sun started to shine and the colours began to jump out,
when a voice came over the coms:

“Gee! Look at that, who would
Mt Warning

All photos: Roger Ranty

want to be anywhere else!”

Indeed.
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Simulating Reality

My very real reserve throwing experience during an SIV
Course, June 2014, at Bjelke-Petersen Dam, SE Queensland.

Mick Hill, Shane Paes and Jayden
Polidano drying their reserves
Photo: Andrew Polidano

by Mick Hill

T

he last time I completed the SIV Course was with
Jockey Sanderson in Annecy, France, two years
ago. I was flying my Swing Arcus 6 (low end
EN-B). We were offered the choice to throw our reserves at
the end of the course if we wanted to (that is if you hadn’t
thrown it during the incidents which, in my case was
unlikely while flying my tame Arcus). I chose not to, since
I didn’t want the hassle of drying my gear afterwards, but
had regretted that decision ever since, telling myself that
the next time I do SIV training, I would throw my reserve.
I was very interested in doing more SIV training after
moving up to an EN-C wing (Ozone Alpina 2 = Light weight
Delta 2) in December. When Andrew Polidano from Poliglide
offered me a place on the course he was running with help
from Shane Gingell in June, I jumped at the opportunity.
My only dilemma was that I was heading off on my annual
Vol Biv trip the following month to Kazakhstan and Europe
and I would not be taking my Alpina 2. I wanted to be
happy with the wing I was going to be flying overseas,
so I decided to do my course on my more compact and
lightweight Vol Biv wing (EN-B UP Makalu Light).
The first day of the course was the usual collapses
and spirals, etc. and by the end of the day I was
frustrated with the UP Makalu – it was too stable to
collapse effectively. (However, very reassuring for my
upcoming trip, I had already flown this wing for over
50 hours and in some rough air in the Balkans and
Dolomites with never a collapse.) At the end of the
first day, I decided to switch to my Alpina 2 for the rest
of the course as I was going to learn more using this
sporty wing. Up to date, I had flown about 70 hours on
the Alpina 2, some in full on conditions, and I was very
happy with it.
Day Two can be described as ‘exciting’, learning to try
to control stalls on the very dynamic Alpina 2.
The third and last day of the course (Wednesday)
began with Nick Hughes on first tow, I was to follow.
4
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Wind gusts of around 20km/h on the dam made me very
apprehensive about launching – there was a fair chance
I would end up under reserve in the dam and that was
not where I wanted to be if the wind suddenly picked
up. I have witnessed how much the wind can drag you
through the water with reserve attached. Soon after
launching, Nick was going straight up with no forward
speed and I told Andrew that the conditions were
outside my risk profile and I was not going up until the
wind dropped. Nick was towed so high that his body was
out of sight (only his wing visible to the naked eye). He
released well upwind and did an awesome job with us
going, “Wow! What a legend!” and “Go Monkey Boy!”
Joel Meulamn from Brisbane went next and showed us
his text book spins before the wind got too strong and
launch was closed. We hung around for a couple of hours
until the wind dropped.
As soon as the wind died back, we were back
into it. My tow was fairly straightforward, but nerve
racking! After releasing the tow line around 1500m agl, I
completed a couple of nice stalls and then a couple of flat
spins with one of them ending in a cravatte that I had to
stall out to clear. I was very happy with my achievements
and had about 400m left above the dam, so I went for a
dynamic spin from normal flight with stall recovery.
I spun the glider and it disappeared over my shoulder
as expected, I fell back like normal and waited for it
to reappear. For one reason or another (which I can’t
explain as I don’t really remember), my hand on the spun
side got yanked up while I was being thrashed around.
With my right hand high enough to allow the wing to fly,
it rocketed forward and hurled me into the air towards
the wing, right in front and below me by this time. I
had experienced this on the previous day, but this was
getting very close to ‘the limit’! Right then time slowed
right down – the rollercoaster was in motion!

As I flew weightless through the air I thought, “I
hope I miss my wing!” I knew I was going to go through
the lines, but that didn't worry me as much as getting
gift wrapped. I felt some relief as I sailed through the
air just past the leading edge which had thankfully
collapsed toward the left as I flew past it upside down.
Then the mess of tangled lines I had just sailed through
went tight around me, constricting my movement and
twisting the risers. When I flipped back upright, I looked
up to see part of the left side of the wing flying while
the right side was a total mess. Instantly, I knew I
couldn’t get out of this with a stall since I was wrapped
in the lines and going to spiral dive very quickly, unable
to weighshift. I worked my right hand free to grab the
reserve and pulled the pins easily. Pulling the reserve out
proved very difficult as the G forces of the dive pushed
my weight down into my seat, yet I found the strength
to pull it out.
For a split second I held the reserve in my hand
deciding into which direction to throw it. I felt like I was
going backwards, so I tossed the reserve out in front
and away from me like a bowling ball. “That’s a relief,”
I thought as it disappeared from sight. My attention
moved into pulling in the main to avoid it tangling with
the reserve as it twisted around. I grabbed the brake line
which was still in my left hand and, to my horror, watched
the reserve lines suddenly reappear in front of me after
completing a full 360. The reserve lines promptly wrapped
around my legs! Frantically I tried to kick the lines off my
legs just as the reserve bag flew off the reserve and the
chute explode into life! The reserve lines tightened around
my legs and yanked them towards the sky. I remember
thinking, “This is not so good!”
Thankfully my feet worked clear of the reserve lines
fairly quickly and I again fell weightless upside down
until the reserve lines went tight on my harness, flipping
me back semi-upright and allowing me to get back to
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Photos: Tex Beck

the task of bringing in the main wing. I quickly pulled in
the lines to kill the wing, looked down to see the water
rapidly coming up to meet me and turned sideways while
bending my legs slightly (pretending it was the ground
and I was about to execute a PLF roll) to prepare for
impact. Even under a large reserve I thought, “I would
not like to hit the ground at this speed!”
I was so happy to be in the water and reached down
to make sure the GoPro Tex (Beck) had strapped to my
leg prior to the flight was still there – I didn't want to
lose his GoPro camera – but it was gone and the safety
lanyard had been snapped off. Once the rescue boat
August | September 2014

arrived, I asked them to look for it and, luckily, it was
only 10ft from where I had landed.
The experience was amazing. I made a mistake in
allowing the wing to take control at a crucial point during
the manoeuvre and am very happy to have learnt this
lesson. I also should have thrown the reserve harder and
more above me. Yet, the funny thing is that I was not
scared during or after this event, although looking at the
pictures afterwards did scare me and haunted me on the
first night. Adrenaline is an amazing and useful thing!
A big thank you goes to Andrew and Shane, for the

opportunity to practice these incidents in a controlled
environment. I would definitely recommend throwing
your reserve to experience how much is involved in this
exercise. I really believe this is an important element to
SIV training. It’s not a simple task! The dilemma is to
not just throw it from stable flight, firstly, this is not
realistic and secondly, you are more than likely to go
straight into a down plane. So what incident would you
simulate before throwing it for practice?

PS: I don’t like spins!
SKYSAILOR

5

An Idiot’s Guide

To Buying A Flight Computer
Don’t do what I did – which was to read all the reviews, read
them again, look at the manufacturers’ websites, download and
read the manuals, narrow down the decision, then price shop
using ebay, overseas sites, local distributors, then the forums
(again), and think this purchase of technology will be the key
to unlock vast new flying horizons…
by Rhys Donnellan

I

t’s exhausting just to read this process, but that is
what I do, and I bet half of you proceed along the
same lines when buying equipment. It is possibly a
disease we all suffer – the need to fly is felt so deeply
that any chance to ‘live out’ flying, even if it involves just
sitting in front of a computer imagining what might be
or researching gear that offers the chance of making the
experience better or longer, is worth taking time over.
So, once your purchase arrives (probably by Parcel
Post which you weren’t home for and have to arrange to
collect), you unwrap the darn thing and realise you spent
a lazy grand on a fancy bit of plastic you will now need to
spend untold hours learning how to actually use.
I remember reading an article in Cross Country
magazine, penned by a seasoned comp pilot, describing
his decision making during a comp task. In this article he
spoke of using his instruments in only two cases – to
work out if he was pointing the right way for the next
turnpoint and to check if he had a good enough glide to
make the next turnpoint.
As I unwrapped my latest obsession, a shiny
new flight computer, as far as I could see the glide
and direction to turnpoint were two of 50 pieces of
information I could have at hand on my next flight. Two
out of 50 equals 1/25th and at $1,000 for the flight

6
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computer this makes for $40 of useful stuff and $960
for ‘the latest gear’.
Not one to be swayed from my path, I spent the next
10 days programming the thing, driving it around in my
car, reprogramming it, redoing the layouts, finding a
GPRS sim to post track logs, and God knows what else.
I think it was fun; at least it was when I drove to the
coffee shop and the vario said I was in a blistering core
doing just so many metres per second up.
The true test came a week later in Nepal of all places.
The layout was set up ‘just so’ – I had all the information
I thought I would need on climb, transition, in airspace,
chasing waypoints, on glide, all on the right pages – I
would miss absolutely nothing.
I spent a week in the air. Chasing thermals. Kicking
trees. Going for transitions across two-kilometre deep
valleys. Oh yeah, this was flying!
My awesome new flight instrument offered up as
much information as I could possible want. More, in fact;
the truth is I got just a few simple things out of it:
1. How high I was (10,000ft, cool!)
2. The most efficient glide ratio on bar
3. Where the last thermal was (surprisingly useful,
60% of the time).
Beside these, I can’t say I used a single thing, plus
there was so much information on each screen I could
barely read it in flight – what you think you need in the

A.J. McLauchlan at
Beechmont, Goldcoast, QLD,
on Ozone Ultralite 3
Photo: Jordan Knight

lounge room and what you can actually use and absorb in
flight conditions are two very different things.
In my career I have been to many, many sales
seminars and sat in front of some of the world’s best
trainers. The two most useful pieces of advice I have
heard are:
➲➲ you will hit what you aim for (set a damned goal), and
➲➲ listen to everything, but choose one idea and actually
put it into practice (the other ideas will be lost in the
following days).
To me, flying is the same.
Set a goal: My best flights have been after I told
myself where and how far I would get (at least mostly,
claiming 100% of the time would be a lie).
Take one good idea and put it into practice: For me
this has usually been a simple thing, like actually flying
a clover search pattern when dropping out of a thermal
or ground handling once a week in the park behind my
house. I am a better pilot for it and none of this requires
a shiny new instrument to achieve.
If you are going to buy new equipment, go for it;
just don’t think it will suddenly make you a better pilot.
If you are anything like me, it’ll mean hours of pouring
over things while thinking about flying, about how
you can improve, imagining and re-living flights in your
lounge room in the glow of a laptop screen and maybe,
just maybe, finding one new thing which you can use to
improve as a pilot and make your next flying experience
better and, hopefully, last a little longer. Totally worth it.

Author’s note: I’m just like you; I work in a professional
position which has nothing to do with flying, and
spend 40 hours a year in the air, but at least as much
time on the ground thinking about it.
Next instalment: “An idiot’s guide to Pokhara, Nepal”.
August | September 2014
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WM/Rotax Maintenance
Course Ballina 2014

For the RAA attendees, I will forward their names,
having gained their permission, to the RAA Technical
Office as having attended.
We were very fortunate with the weather – it
remained relatively calm and dry. The forecast had
been for heavy rain over the two days, but as it turned
out, the heavy showers held back until just after the
completion of the practicals on the second day.
Kev’s voice held out until the end of the course
which was a relief, as it is difficult to compete with
rain on a hangar roof as we found out whilst packing
everything away and saying our good-byes.
Some of the two-stroke owners remarked during
the course that it was nice to see and hear about the
four-stroke engine. There is always a chance they will
upgrade at some point in the future. For instance, last
time we were here, Peter was the proud owner of a
XT-582 (Cruze), but now owns a XT-912 (SST) and was very keen to have a
‘refresher’ for the four-stroke part of the course, including the practicals. I
must say a big thank you again to Peter for giving up his whole weekend and
volunteering the use of his aircraft for the course once again.
Also thanks to those who chose to travel to this venue. Our attendees
came from not only fairly local areas, but from Stanthorpe, Qld, Tamworth and
Port Macquarie, NSW. However, Gary wins the prize this time for travelling the
furthest – all the way from Mackay – well done!

Our latest course was held over the weekend of 7 and
8 June at Ballina airport, courtesy of Richard Tabaka
of Byron Bay Microlights [www.byronbaymicrolights.
com.au].
by Kev MacNally

Thank you for putting on the Trike Maintenance Course
at Ballina. I enjoyed the course, it opened my eyes a bit
and was well worth the cost.
It has been of great help to me in resolving a few
issues I had with maintenance of my trike and I have
learned new things too. If nothing else, I could see that
I have generally been doing things correctly, which is of
great help since I operate alone with no other trikes or
ultralights about.
Stanthorpe, QLD

Contact us by email <kmacnally@bigpond.com> if you would like to go on our
waiting list for Ballina in the future, as I am sure Richard would allow us to hold
another course, if we have sufficient interest.

Note: They do great
bacon & egg rolls in
the airport terminal
café at lunchtime!

Hi Kev and Carole,
Just a quick thanks for the fabulous course this weekend – very informative and enjoyable. Now to do a big
check of my flying machine!
Kind Regards
Byron Bay, NSW

HGFA Document
Map System

A

s Richard was otherwise occupied over the weekend, Peter Schmidt
stepped in to act as our host and assist with the running of
the course.
This time, we had seven attendees with a diverse range of backgrounds
and experience. They all seemed to really enjoy the weekend and were very
keen to have a go at all the practicals, even cutting back on their lunch
break to catch up on the second day – although we ended up with time to
spare to cover questions as well as watch some videos.
After the weekend, we received feedback (see above) as soon as we
got home, to thank us for the course, which was nice to hear. Thanks guys,
that is certainly our aim – for you to enjoy the course and to come away
better informed.
The practicals all went smoothly with many of the participants keen
to see the bettsometer demonstration. This course was a 3:4 mix of twostroke and four-stroke owners with our new owner/student tipping the
912 balance this time.
Three of the seven indicated that they were interested in the HGFA’s
WM Rotax Maintenance Endorsement and as they successfully passed the
assessment process, their names have been passed to the HGFA Operations
Manager for processing.
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HGFA Document Map Register has been
developed to create a version control
system for all HGFA Forms, Manuals, and
Syllabus, which will allow all to view and
access the HGFA documentation structure.
Due to recent Entry Control Procedures
placed by CASA, the HGFA Document
Map will assist in meeting compliance
obligations.
A single point of access to view the HGFA
Document Map Register and forms are
available on the HGFA website location:

[www.hgfa.asn.au] – ‘Forms’
The objective is to ensure the correct
Version Control is used at all times by
members, HGFA Instructors and HGFA
National Office.
Current Version: v2.0 Oct 2012
HGFA Office Manager
August | September 2014
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to try them out. We use these headsets ourselves whilst
conducting carb synchs, as well as for flying, so it was
good to be able to demonstrate how effective they are.
Lunchtimes and smokos were short so we ended up
with plenty of time on the Sunday to go through our new
test questions. This always helps to promote further
discussion at the end of the course and is also a good
check that we have covered everything we needed to.

Trawalla 2014
Thanks again to CFI Rohan Holtkamp (and Sandra) for hosting
another WM/Rotax Maintenance Course over the weekend of
21 and 22 June, and for arranging for four trike owners from
his hangar to book in for this course.

The four HGFA attendees, who were seeking the
WM/Rotax Maintenance endorsement, passed their
assessments and their names have been forwarded to
the Ops Manager for processing. We will pass details
of those RAA members present to the RAA Technical
Manager as having attended our course (see Note).
Everybody appeared to enjoy the course and we look
forward to receiving feedback from those who attended
in approximately four weeks when we will send out our
quick and easy survey.
We have recently changed a couple of the survey
questions to try and obtain useful information as to the

background of those attending and what they feel they
have gained from the course.
Note: Dual HGFA/RAA members:
If you have attended one of our 2012/13 courses and
would like us to pass your details to RAA, please email
<kmacnally@bigpond.com> as soon as possible to give
consent (please include your RAA membership number).
Please note that our 2014 course attendees have
already given consent during their course, so no need to
do so again. I will shortly forward a list of RAA attendees
confirming their attendance to the RAA Technical Office.

by Kev MacNally

WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses

T

hank you also to: Field Air, Ballarat, for sending four of their LAMEs and AMEs along to learn about the Rotax
engine and to Dean Bayly for arranging it through Field Air’s Chief Engineer: Cameron Wright.
It was certainly easy to fill the course, but as we have a maximum of eight attendants (because of the time
required to complete the practicals), we still have a couple more wanting to do a course here, so I don’t think it will
be too long before we return. Maybe in the summer?
Although keen to learn, I don’t think the GA guys
were expecting to be assessed on their wirelocking
practices – however, they took it in their stride and
when they realised all eyes were upon them, they
managed to retain their sense of humour and gave a
synchronised wirelocking demonstration for the rest of
the class – no pressure!
Our HGFA guys enjoyed the challenge too and after a
demonstration from Kev to show various techniques, all
managed to do very well.
Rohan’s hangar is a short drive away from the
classroom, so we had to arrange our practicals to
accommodate the travelling. We were very lucky with
the weather again, as although cold (especially for us
coming from SE Queensland) it remained mostly dry
while we were outside.
The classroom was very warm and cosy with the
log fire (which was kept well stoked for the whole time
we were there!) so everyone did well to stay awake
and were in fact very attentive throughout – maybe
everyone was used to it being warm indoors whilst
freezing outside?
Rohan supplied us with his wireless EQ1 headsets
for the 912 pneumatic carb synchronisation which made
communication much easier and also allowed everyone
10 SKYSAILOR

Why do I need to do one?

Find out how to ensure that the
maintenance that you are doing
is correct and current.
Thinking of conducting
maintenance on a flying school
aircraft or an aircraft other
than your own?

Upcoming 2014 Courses:
Exmouth, WA
11-12 October
Strathalbyn, SA
29-30 November
Queenscliff, VIC
6-7 December
Bookings are essential: If you are interested in any of
these courses, please email your availability as soon as
possible to: Kev MacNally <kmacnally@bigpond.com>.

Obtain a HGFA WM/Rotax
Maintenance Endorsement
– only available through one
of our courses.

Check HGFA website (forums) for updates.

WM/Rotax Maintenance
Numbers To Date:
Number attended Seminars:
Number attended Maintenance courses:
Total attendees:
Number of WM/Rotax Maintenance
Endorsements attained:

Email: <kmacnally@bigpond.
com> or check the HGFA on-line
forums for details of the next
available courses.

27
93
120

Courses conducted in all States
subject to available venues.

68
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Ocean

Wind

“The Lift Is So Strong,
I Can’t Get Down!”

Descent path

Strong lift
above beach

Isn’t this what we so often hear from inland pilots who fight
‘cloud-suck’? They haven’t got a monopoly on this problem,
this bug is alive and well in a weaker form also on the coast.

I

flew at ‘Harry’s Lookout’ near Port Macquarie
in the smoothest, liftiest conditions I have
ever experienced there. It was a mid-week,
mid-February evening, and all I had to watch was one
other hang glider in the air. Eventually, my fellow pilot
appeared to lose height doing ‘figure-eights’, and I
was licking my lips, anticipating I would have the whole
site to myself in a moment. However, the figure-eights
went on and on, sometimes a bit higher, sometimes a
bit lower, but always close to the hill, over the beach.
Finally, I saw him land right on the water’s edge, facing
north into the wind and stopping a couple of feet short
of a small rock. Rather funny-peculiar than funny-‘haha’,
I thought and busied myself hogging the airspace over
the whole beach and beyond at both ends for another
half hour.
I was raving about the conditions when I caught up
with the other pilot, who had just finished packing up
his glider, and I was a bit shocked when he didn’t share
my enthusiasm. I found out soon that his poor landing
had put a damper on it. “There was so much lift that
I was struggling to lose height and set up the landing
approach at the same time!” He had not seen me land,
but I explained that I got out of the lift by flying over the
water at a right angle to the ridge and came back the
same way, just high enough to turn into the direction of
the beach to set up the landing.
Driving back to Laurieton in the car, I remembered
that this pilot’s problem is not peculiar to Harry’s
Lookout: When Doug Sole had briefed me for my first

Beach

by John Selby

Photo: Mike Annear, 2009

flight from the lower take-off at Hill 60 (Port Kembla),
he emphasised that a beach landing approach may run
out of ‘runway’ unless I dove under the lift. Grappling
with the same problem on my first landing at Coal
Cliff (Stanwell Park), I landed much further south than
planned.
The lift over the beach depends very much on the
shape of the hill: If the ridge is so steep that the lower air
flow is trapped, the air at the foot of the cliff is usually
calm, while the air along the cliff face, a bit higher up,
may be sinking (Figure 1).
This is the reason why no pilot would ever fly below
the cliff edge along the Bunda Cliffs (South Australia).

What makes these vertical cliffs particularly forbidding
is that they are typically laced with rocks at the bottom
instead of a beach, as shown in Figure 1. Although we
will never know exactly what happened to Rob Lithgow
and his passenger when he landed at the bottom of
such a cliff in the ocean in southern Victoria, it is likely
that the sinking air under the cliff edge shortened the
time available for passenger and pilot to get out of the
harness of the paraglider before hitting the water and
drowning.
If, however, the lower part of the ridge rises at an
angle that allows the lower air masses to crawl up the
side of the hill and escape over the top of the ridge, then
there may be strong lift far below the hill crest. Figure
2 shows the strong lift band which we can circumvent
by flying out over the water and coming back to land
underneath it.
In Figure 3, we are looking out to sea from above the
hill. The flight path leads from above the hill out over the
water into either a figure-8 or into a 180-degree turn to
return towards the beach below the lift-band. Whether
to use the former or latter depends on the height you
need to shed before landing.

The Landing-Bonus For Both
Hang Gliders and Paragliders
Beach

Ocean

No matter whether you have to overcome lift during
the descent to landing or not, the landing approach
variations in Figure 3 are helpful in adjusting the height
on approach right to the last moment before touchdown.

Figure 1: Sheer cliff
12 SKYSAILOR

Approach
selection path
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Figure 2: e.g. Harry’s Lookout or Port Macquarie

This approach might feel counter-intuitive to some
hang glider pilots because turning into the hill before
landing looks ‘scarier’ than keeping up the figure-8
approach right down to the ground. If you are more
comfortable with the figure-8 right to the end, there is
nothing wrong with this because you have adequately
dealt with the strong lift-band in Figure 2. However,
finishing with a downwind turn brings you closer to the
planned landing spot. Why?
Firstly, we judge our glide angle best, when we have
the landing target straight in front of us. This is the case
after we come out of the last figure-8 loop (Figure 3)
and see the beach ahead of us, as opposed to a figure-8
descent over the beach where we would have to look
left and right to judge our height over the landing spot.
Secondly, the height is easily adjusted – if we are
too high on the final approach, by choosing path b) or
even path c) over path a) (Figure 3). Granted, if you have
miles of beach to land on, this may not be important, but
what if you have to land on a short beach like North East
Bonny Hills (Port Macquarie), Coal Cliff (Stanwell) or Hell
Hole (Stanwell)?
Thirdly, if the wind is not absolutely square on (is
it ever?), the last leg (which I christened the ‘approachselection path’) before turning for the landing has to
be downwind, otherwise you have to land downwind.
This is true whether you use the figure-8 approach or
the downwind-turn approach (Figure 3). Has it ever
happened to you before landing that you thought, “I am
pretty high, I wonder whether I should do another ‘zigzag’, but, if I do that, I might be so low that I am landing
August | September 2014

a)

b)

c)

Beach

Escarpment

Ocean
Figure 3: Hill from above

too short?” Forget about another zig-zag! Instead,
in your hang glider, dive downwind along the beach
and do a tight turn into the wind over or close to
the beach. With the large amount of height you
lose in the tight turn, you will be very close to the
ground coming out of the turn, ready to land. In a
paraglider, Big Ears will replace both, the diving
and the tight turn that are applied in hang gliding.
Yes, landing approaches are easier for
paragliders because they can lose height by
pulling Big Ears. I have done the paragliding course
in the Port Macquarie area and, also then, flew at
Harris Lookout. Being new at it, and with many
students in the air, I didn’t have time to give
much thought to the forthcoming landing while
I was flying because I was rather panicky about
colliding. Fortunately, I had taken off last and
therefore felt entitled to land last. The wind was
slightly off to the north, which is quite normal at
Harry’s, so everybody before me landed dutifully
in that direction on the beach. But where on the
beach? Right up at the end where some pilots
were slightly rotored by the north head! That’s
when my decades of hang gliding came in handy:
I flew exactly the same U-turn out to sea with
the paraglider now as I had done in hang gliders
many times before and, with Big Ears thrown in,
landed close to the carpark. Cleary, Big Ears and
the downwind-turn approach reinforce each other
for an accurate landing.

SKYSAILOR
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“I always wanted to do that!”
Those words surprised me, since they were spoken by my
father during our phone call while I was driving to Manilla
Paragliding for my PG course. He and my family were gathered
at our lake house halfway across the planet, but I had decided
to stay in Australia to follow my dream of learning how to
n the first day of the course, our eclectic group
paraglide. Instead of passing along guilt for my not being there,
of 11 were soon laughing, swearing and bonding
while we shared the frustrations of untangling
my dad, in his own way, was supporting me as well as sharing
A-risers from brakelines, cheered each other on as we
an unfulfilled wish I didn’t know he had: to paraglide.
pulled and twisted and ran across the ground handling

The following day, Bob sent the next group to the
top for our first solo flight. As I walked to the edge
of the launch and looked waaaay down to the landing
paddock, I wasn’t filled with fear but excitement – and
this from a girl who is afraid of heights! The training and
confidence we had developed during our course was
embedded in my being – I was ready to fly!
That first airborne second off Mt Borah is an
indescribable feeling – you float like a cloud and literally
soar with eagles! Okay, it was a little scary when I felt the
first sway of the wing during my landing beats, but the
calming voices of Godfrey and Rafa made it seem more like
a sky dance and my nerves quickly disappeared.
As I landed after my first flight, I screamed with joy
and cried like a baby. In that moment I knew my life was
forever changed for the better. I cannot thank Godfrey,
Rafa and Bob enough for their infinite patience, humour
and wisdom, for the support and friendship of my new
para-family, and to Manilla Paragliding for helping me
fulfil a dream for myself and for my dad.

O

paddock, desperately trying to get our wings above our
heads without crashing into each other and hoping we
would somehow run fast enough to get airborne. Since it was my birthday, Godfrey gave me an extra push and for
that single second, I felt I had lift off and I wanted more.
Graduation to the training hill was a big deal. It was there that we all truly experienced our first momentary
feeling of flight and in that moment, our ragtag, training hill-sprinting, inner thigh-bruised group of strangers
bonded into a family. So when a few of our fast learning siblings went to fly from the top of Mt Borah, those of us
watching them as they took their first solo flights were with them in almost every sense. I particularly remember
the look in their eyes when Marty, Matt, Steve and Akin landed. I wanted to experience the same, feel the serenity,
wonder and joy. Seeing is believing, but knowing it first hand was essential… therefore, back to the training hill!

by Karen Doane

The ground handling paddock

Karen’s first flight
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Photos: Akin Utku
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The Red Bull X-Alps Is Back On!
My 2015 Campaign

online. The whole race will have daily online video feeds
followed by a compilation DVD after completion.
It takes years of flying experience with the
accompanying skill and the highest level of physical
conditioning to even consider this event. Andrew has
committed all his time and resources to achieve this
and has begun specific training and preparation in
readiness. He is looking forward to achieving his goal of
being competitive in this incredible adventure race and
would be delighted to get to the pontoon off the coast
of Monaco. Andrew just returned from a training trip in
Europe which has put him in good stead and grounding
for what he is likely to expect. He is also activating a
crowd funding exercise with Sportaroo, so there are
current and future opportunities for all to be part of this
adventure through live tracking.

Applications for the world’s toughest and most prestigious
adventure race opened on 1 July. The race committee will
select the best athletes from around the world based on their
mountaineering and trail running experience, endurance fitness,
mental strength and flying ability. Only the most impressive
adventurers will be considered. I’m up to the challenge.
by Andrew Horchner

Australian applicant, Andrew Horchner
Andrew preparing for next year’s X-Alps, pending selection

A

ustralian Andrew Horchner has submitted his application and it is being considered as this article goes to print.
Andrew’s set a goal to be competitive in the Red Bull X-Alps adventure race in the European summer of 2015.
This is the greatest hike and fly paragliding race ever conceived. The race is taking a select group of 32 elite
international pilot/athletes on a competitive adventure across the roof of Europe.
The X-Alps is considered one of the most challenging and intense adventure races in the world [www.redbullxalps.
com/]. X-Alps athletes must free-fly their paraglider and/or hike the entire 1200km course with full kit, non-stop
from Salzburg, Austria, to Monaco, via several turnpoints located amongst the highest peaks of the European Alps.
The race is run from 0500 hours to 2230 hours each day, with only mandatory rest periods at night. Pilots must
potentially walk hundreds of kilometres in mountainous terrain, in all weather and conditions, both day and night,
and fly with the prevailing weather whenever possible.
During the course of the competition, each athlete
will draw on their considerable paragliding skills and
push beyond personal limits of their physical and mental
endurance. The winner will be the first pilot to reach
Monaco within the time frame allowed. In the 2013 event
this was completed in an incredible seven days!
Each pilot/athlete will be GPS tracked on 3D Live
Tracking’s web based system accessible by the public

Photo: Red Bull X-Alps 2013
Red Bull X-Alps 2013 winners
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Photo: Red Bull X-Alps
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Photos: Andrew Horchner & Jo Franklin

Here is a short summary of Andrew’s previous
adventure experiences and achievements:
➲➲ 1984 Began rock climbing in and around SE QLD.
➲➲ 1985 Founding member of the Brisbane Rock
Climbing Club, still operating today.
➲➲ 
1989-1991 Began overseas rock climbing,
mountaineering and travelling – America,
England, France (where he witnessed Paragliding
for the first time I saw Paragliding in Chamonix)
and Austrian.
➲➲ 1992 Took up paragliding with a passion and
started up ‘Industrial Rope Access’ in Brisbane
which received high industry regard whilst
developing stringent safety guidelines, now
August | September 2014

implemented safely all over the world on oil rigs, city
high rise buildings, ships and industrial sites.
➲➲ 1994 First paragliding comp at Forbes, NSW, with
increasing success in subsequent seasons placing
ever higher on the Australian PG Ladder (top 10
several times).
➲➲ 2001 After a few internationally rated PG comps in
Australia I ranked 194 in the WPRS, 268 in 2002.
➲➲ 2003 WPRS ranking of 48 and won the British
Nationals in Spain, the only Australian PG pilot to win
an International World Rated Comp to date.
➲➲ 2004 Ranked 5th on WPRS.
➲➲ 2005 and 2006 4th in the Australian PG Rankings.
➲➲ 2009 After 2-year break I returned to 2nd place in
the Australian Rankings.

➲➲ 2010 13th in the Australian Rankings, a new site
record 265km from Mystic, VIC to Conargo, NSW.
➲➲ 2011 4th place for the year in Australia.
➲➲ 2012-2014 Training in endurance mountain trek
around Bright, VIC, and long distance flying in
Queensland, NSW and Victoria.
Currently focussing on the Redbull X-Alps 2015,
hopefully resulting in Andrew landing on the inflated
pontoon just off the beach in Monaco!

Andrew is inviting sponsorship assistance. Contact
him at <andrew4xalps@gmail.com>. Reference sites:
[http://andrew4xalps.blogspot.com.au] or [www.
facebook.com/Andrew4Xalps].
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Swiss Gleitschirmmeisterschaft 2014
Following the French PWC – characterised by low-base, lee-side cloudy flying,
not very photogenic – Antje Daehler and the Carter clan headed over to meet
Geoff Wong in Engelberg, Switzerland, to take on a spring comp in the big
mountains. Engelberg is a closed, dead-end valley surrounded by 3000m
peaks. Very ‘Heidi’.
by Gareth Carter

Task 2: Pre-start gaggle, the first turnpoint
is over the pass behind the gaggle

Task 2: Over town, on the way to Titlis turnpoint

A

fter a very brief 20km fly down the valley on the
practice day (avoiding the extraordinary number
of single line cables running from the alpine
meadows to the lower valley), we fronted up for the first
task in what was to be a week of epic nil wind, high base
fast alpine racing.

Task 1: Short first day
– 47km Triangle

A late start after rego in the morning, with slight
tailwind on launch and, of course, the Euros launch with
out rules or order. This added a bit of fun every day,
including lots of pilots forward launching comp gliders in

zero or slight tailwind and performing some interesting
rolls down the nice grassy hill…
This was my first task in the ‘big hills’, the PWC
had basically been held inside a wide valley. I got off
okay and there was only a short period of dicing with
clouds before the start. The main issue was the solid
4-5m/s climbs, alternating with similar amounts of sink,
meaning in order to stay near the top at base, you had to
cycle in and out of the lift – turbulent!
After 6km, the first turnpoint was a crazy 400m
cylinder, ridge soared by 100 pilots on full bar who
then cranked U-turns back into the oncoming traffic.
Fun times!

I had a pretty good run for 47km in one hour, 27
minutes, making the mid-teens. It ferlt good to finally
hammer the Boom 9 I was with on final glide, after
watching him bob 20 to 50m higher on every climb and
transition. Impressive to watch him loop the glider all the
way to the ground afterwards.
Antje followed into goal, but Geoff had become
unstuck at a turnpoint, deep into a plateau bowl, and
was unable to get back out over the rim and had to walk
down to goal.

Learning: Watch for thistles

on launch, do more ridge running
and less turning.

Task 2: 73km Triangle

Task 1: Launch gaggle
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Base at 3000m, hills at 3000m and an epic task over
snowy mountain passes I ordinarily wouldn’t have
thought of traversing. After the start, having lined up
the arrow on my instrument, I had a moment of: “Really?
We’re going in there? That’s crazy man!” – but there
were gliders 500m below, so I committed to a scary first
run across a glacier plateau with no outs and a rocky
ridge to pop over at the back.
I had a good run with the lead gaggle for 60km, then
the high cirrus came over and shaded everything out.
I pushed to the last turnpoint low and didn’t get the
height to get into goal, falling just short. It was slightly
August | September 2014

I nailed the start and the first glide, but stopped to
turn instead of ridge soaring the next 10km to the pass
at the end of the Engelberg valley. Scary scenery! I then
ridge soared the south side of the Titlis massif, 1000m
of cliff at 3000m, 6m/s climbs to 3800m – fun on the
sunny side, lower down where waterfalls spray off the
glacier on top. Sadly, no pics of the spectacular bits, I
was too busy clenching my buttocks...

I spent the first one and a half hours above 3000m.
Notably, an Iranian pilot crashed on the glacier, walked to
the edge and relaunched.
We then went out into the smaller hills to a turnpoint
near Interlaken, with great views of the Eiger and
Jungfrau. I finished in three hours, 25 minutes – again
in the mid-teens (first foreigner! Apparently the French
don’t count as foreigners).

Task 3: Full bar at 3500m on the way to goal

aggravating to watch the sky blue up about an hour
later, followed by 30 pilots bobbing into goal.
Geoff made goal, Antje landing just short after.

Learning: Pull the handbrake
when the conditions change,

I was too focussed on fast, not
enough on making it round.

Task 3: 100km Triangle

Even more epic, 100km the hard way across the high
passes instead of following the ridges – the first one
was 2600m.
Task 3: 3150m over Brunnig pass,with the
Eiger and Jungfrau across the valley
August | September 2014
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Task 3: Pre-start gaggle from the air
Photo: Gareth Carter

Swiss Gleitschirmmeisterschaft 2014

Task 4: Lucerne out in the flats

Task 4: Race to start at Titlis

Learning: Can turn closer to the
cliffs, the problem is no sense

of scale - you think you’re really
close to them until someone starts

circling between you and the cliff!
Also, I clearly didn’t remember the task one ridge
soaring lesson.
Task 3: Pre-start at Fuehrenalp
Photo: Louise Carter

Task 4: Geoff in goal
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Task 4: 100km Triangle

A public holiday and a
stomping day with 5000m
base, people top landing
Mt Blanc and an incredible
number of gliders in the air
– every hill we flew over had
gliders lined up to launch
and the main ridges were
highways for paragliders,
hang gliders and sailplanes
– an amazing day. Wind at
4000m was about 8kt and
the valley breeze was about
5kt. We never bothered to

climb above 3900m and change though, once the climb
slowed to 3-4m/s we were off again.
I had a really good start at the top of the gaggle
and crossed the line 10 seconds after the siren. I went
around the task pretty easily, apart from getting stuck
briefly at the end of a glide where I found a mountain
blocking my way and couldn’t find the last 100m to pop
over the top (at 2800m). Eventually, I found just enough
height to clear the snowy rocks and continue onto the
sunny side where the better lift was.
A 100km triangle in two hours, 46 minutes had me
in 10th place and added a new claim to my fame: beating
Chrigel Maurer by one minute! Based on that, I calculated
my Salzburg to Monaco X-Alps time to be a touch over
seven days, with just enough time to swim ashore and
dry up before Chrigel arrives…

Learning: When you have the

gaggle beat for height, stick it to
them, no matter who they are!

I ended up 14th overall, despite bombing the second
task, with Geoff 39th and Antje seventh in the ladies.
Fantastic flying fun, Engelberg is a great one-stop flying
holiday resort with cable cars to launch, a nice village and
lots of things for the family to do.
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2014 CANUNGRA HANG GLIDING CLASSIC
25th October to 1st November

Brand New Malibu to be Won!!!

Entry fee: $270.00.
Includes entry, four dinner meals, t-shirt and a fun week of flying for all.
Non-members $30 site fee
➲➲ $10,000 worth of prizes and cash to be handed out, incl. 2 famous Drew Cooper flying suits!
➲➲ Download track log and GoPro footage on 2 large projectors each day.
➲➲ Prizes for the best footage.
➲➲ Registration now open – http://www.chgc.asn.au/hg/cclassic.html

Enquires: Dave Staver - 0409 435 953
Venue: Moriarty Hall, Canungra, QLD.
Dates:
FREE XC Clinic - 22nd –24th Oct 2014
Canungra Classic AAA – 25th Oct – 1st Nov
Fri 25th – Opening Ceremony (free dinner)
Sat 25th – Test track logs & GoPro footage on big screens
Sun 26th – GoPro footage Night (with Danny Vander Walle, logistical director)
Mon 27th – Best story you got – prizes for best story (free dinner)
Tues 28th – Training Camp Briefing #1
Wed 29th – Red Faces - $750 prize money (free dinner)
Fri 31st – Training Camp Briefing #2
Sat 1st – Presentation (free dinner)
August | September 2014
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The RX Effect

Photos: Tom Weissenberger

– Handling, Performance and VG Settings
Arriving just in time, right before the start of the 2014 European
flying season, I took delivery of my new wing: the RX3.5 Technora®
– from Moyes Delta Gliders. This glider is not just rigged with
cutting edge, newly inlaid cloth, it is also my first RX!

F

or eight years I have flown RS models, gathering
some extraordinary XC flying, including two
World records in out-and-return distances (Chile,
353km/343km), European Continental record as a FAItriangle course in the Alps (345km) and a maiden flight
in hang gliding (Lanzarote to Fuerteventura, Canary
Islands). I really cannot complain! Additionally the
RS3.5 also contributed to my achieving Bronze at the
2009 World Championships in Laragne, Vice-European
Champion 2008 and 2010 and being awarded Austrian
National Champion several other times. You could say,
that as a member of the Austrian National Team with
this successful record I have been pretty happy to fly
this wing for such a long time!

Testing

For two weeks now I have been testing this new RX
Technora® machine, bringing new challenges and
motivation into the game of flying.
The start could not have been any better! My first
flight took place at the Ludesch Open (Task 1) – a region
in western Austria located between the flatlands of
Bodensee and the high alpine mountains of Arlberg and
Montafon and offering a good mix of technical flying
between high alpine mountains and lower valley hills.
The local conditions are also special due to a strong
valley breeze from the west and good thermal lift with
cu’s till late afternoon.

Performance

I was pretty curious about how the RX Technora® would
perform, so I was one of the first pilots to launch. With
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by Tom Weissenberger
20km/h winds at take-off, the first exercise was to soar
up the low hill in the laminar breeze.
Right from the start I was impressed by the glider’s
good handling which is better explained by the roll
momentum of the glider scribing a figure eight in the air.
Here the RX was very handy turning from left to right,
but even more noticeable was the VG setting I could
use: three quarters of rope without much high siding
in laminar soaring conditions. Therefore the best glide
increased in combination with a better climb rate the
more VG you can use. Quickly, I reached cloudbase – still
floating around with almost full VG watching others
gaining height much slower, or maybe this was just a
sign of my boredom in the time delay stage until the
start gate finally opened…

Glide

With a pretty good glider set-up already, the Technora®
sail now came into action. It has the same weight as the
Code Zero sail, but with more tensile strength on the
upper surface. In combination with a full carbon frame
and full VG the whole sail transforms into a clean, rigid
wing of higher pitch stability and less torsion. Due to
better handling characteristics in general, it is easy to
control the RX on a fast glide with full VG in terms of
better tracking. Any side drift caused by turbulence is
easily corrected by weightshift, without oversteering.

Technora® Fabric with Inlaid Cut

Technically, the cloth is a transparent Mylar with black
Technora® fibres – much stronger than conventional
polyester fibres. It is UV resistant, ultra-lightweight
with very low stretch and high tensile strength.

Form follows function! When gliding, active use of
a 4m long VG rope is recommended to allow changing
positions like a rally car driver shifts gears while they
race along a winding dirt road. Each 15cm adjustment
changes handling and pitch characteristics depending
on different gliding aspects.
The closer the wing gets to a mountain or the
rougher the air, the less VG. Air moves in different
flows, like water currents, so the pilot should adjust
continuously. As an example, I train paddling on rivers
and ocean surf zones, to focus and learn from the flow
of water, and then adapt what I learn to air currents.
It is useful to change the VG settings, with gradual
arm length step-by-step changes, and not in one fast,
last minute, attempt. Anticipatory flying adjustments
are the key to success! The sixth gear is only used on
longer and quiet tracks. I save the last 30cm full VG
for long final glides late in the day, calm air and/or fast
racing – 4/5ths of VG is a good compromise between
good glide performance and control of handling.

Thermalling

Here in Austria we most regularly fly in the Alps
which means entering the thermal always close to the
mountain’s orology. So centering the core by its air flow
is one thing. The other is keeping an eye on the terrain
with trees, rocks or snowfields next to you and how the
geography affects the vertical drift you are continuously
circling. In any case, you are always close to the terrain
with the need for full glider control – not just for safety,
but also because there is less space in the thermal.
Alpine thermals are narrower, so we need to circle with
a higher bank. A higher bank means a shorter turn with
less time for the pilot to react on changing lift. The
smaller the core the faster the reactions required or, the
better the handling, the more control to centre the lift
and the better the climb.

new quality of riding pleasure in flight. This means it’s
easier to stay in the thermal’s core, pushing the bar out
and firing the turbo booster for a better climb. All the
while with using up to one third of VG and less motoric
activity. The weaker the climb or the wider the thermal
and you still experience less bank while more VG can be
used – from 1/2 to 3/4 of the rope. This keeps the joy
during nine hours XC flying or means winning Task 1 and
2 at the Ludesch Open right away!
My fourth RX flight should’ve ended up as my furthest
XC odyssey ever! A flat triangle course of 362km in nine
hours flying time. Unfortunately, however, I was one and
a half hours too late taking off that day, 7 June 2014 –
predicted to be a good XC day, but only early that same
morning. By the time I made it to the cable car station
it was 10am and the first glider had already launched.
By 11:30am I was running off the hill to get my wing on
course as fast as possible.
Like for every long XC flight it is all about getting the
last thermal for the so called final glide into goal (or not).
This requires a smart route, a good average speed, less
mistakes and a good glider. It also depends on the pilot’s
fitness and stamina which again depends on the glider’s
handling – especially over nine hours flying time.
By 7pm I reached the point of interest, 25km out of
goal. The sun was already low, but still shining into the
west facing slopes, while the valley bottom was already
in dark shade. Conditions were dying, so the real fight
was actually starting now, ironically after 340km or an

eight-hour working day. During the whole flight I had
been very comfortable in climbs and glides, making it
up to 31 thermals and now looking for the final one,
number 32.
The RX was handling like a toy, helping me save
mental and motoric energy, the day was almost over,
but my motivation and joy of flying was still high – a big
bonus when times get hard and tricky. I was neither tired
nor brain dead when trying to find the last lift of the day,
but the cloud in front of me just disappeared while the
northerly part of the ridge was no longer working. I could
have spent more time searching for weak lift, instead
I came to another weird decision when observing the
sky around me: Rather than increasing the distance to
goal, I was decreasing it by flying further into the valley.

My last playing card was to reach higher peaks and to
enter the last active air masses closer to the main alpine
chain. After gliding five kilometres off course I managed
to find the final lift to climb out from 2000 back to
3000amsl and that was it! I set this Technora® wing on
a 30km final glide, pulled the VG full on with best glide
at 55km/h and arrived goal 45 minutes later at 8:30pm
with a big smile on my face.
I wonder which colourful RX adventure will be next?

Handling

The RX Technora® has the best handling I have ever
experienced – and I’ve been flying these Litespeeds
for 15 years now. The reduction in high siding brings a
August | September 2014

August | September 2014

SKYSAILOR

25

News

top of the besides of the standard two-year warranty.
For further information or orders contact the
Australian importer, Paragliding Headquarters on
<info@paraglidingheadquarters.com>.
Jiri Stipek, Paragliding Headquarters

New from Ozone

Ozone Zero 19m Mini Wing

an airbag harness with the extra safety features
of inflating without airflow – they achieve full
protection on launch even before you are moving.
A new seat and back support system gives increased
weightshift authority and cohesion in flight. Both open
harnesses, the Wani is also reversible with a new semidetached backpack. Contact Onesmallplanet for demos
and dealer opportunities.
Gavin Zahner, Onesmallplanet

EN/LTF certification results now all in Cat. A (exept S),
now available in five sizes.
Arrange for a demo flight. We wish you many
pleasant flights.
Pro-Design

Pro Design Cuga 2 – Basic Intermediate

AirDesign Rise2

HGFA AGM 2014

Please see inside back cover for
HGFA Notice of Annual General Meeting 2014.

Women’s World Championships 2014

So very proud of our Moyes Girls in Annecy: New World
Champion Yoko Isomoto (Japan) 1st, 2nd Francoise
Dieuzeide-Banet (World Champion 1993) and 3rd Corinna
Schwiegershausen (World Champion 1998, 2004, 2006,
2008 and 2013) all flying Moyes RX 3.5!

Photos: Jamie Shelden and Ashanta Carnieletto

Full results at [http://dca.ffvl.fr/hg2014/upload/
comp_result_Class1W-GeneralFinal-Officiel.html].
Vicki Cain, Moyes Gliders
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Product News
New from AirDesign

New Rise2 Sizes S and M Now Certified
The new Rise2 has little left in common with its
predecessor. Airfoil, cell and line-system, inlet and
trailing edge have all been completely redesigned. In
addition, many design features were implemented from
higher classified gliders, the Volt and Pure.
The optimised shark nose improves handling and
stalling behaviour of the wing, as well as the pressure
and stability of the canopy in accelerated flight. The
Razor Edge technology is a special trailing edge sail
shape which optimises the profile and reduces drag.
Thanks to a new line layout, line total is reduced by 14%,
which also dramatically reduces drag.
They also focused their attention on its practical
gliding behaviour. Rise2 glides perfectly in headwind
conditions – one of its greatest strengths, increasing
performance by 0.8 glide ratio over its entire speed range.
The Rise2 has very precise handling and turns with
agility and ease. While thermalling, changing the angle
of turn and switching from wider to tighter turns is
done with ease and a linear, progressive feel. Centering
thermals is effortless and efficient.
AirDesign’s philosophy is to design wings that match
the pilot profile of the respective category: Rise2 is made
for cross-country pilots looking for the best combination
of performance and passive safety, to handle the different
conditions that may occur during long XC flights.
Denis Velikov (right)
recently achieved first
place in the Serial Class
(and placed 3rd in the
Open Class) of the White
Nights Cup in Russia on
his Rise2.
The World’s Smallest
LTF/EN-A Glider
AirDesign released the
new Eazy XXS, the world’s smallest EN-A glider with the
largest weight range of 50 to 80kg certified.
AirDesign realised a need for a really small school
glider, suitable for pilots clipping in from 50kg, and
specifically designed the Eazy. The new Eazy XS covers a
weight range from 55 to 75kg and the Eazy XXS from 50

AirDesign Eazy

to 65kg, and within the weight range of 65 to 80kg it is
intended as a hike & fly mountain glider.
Eazy XXS is not a mini wing, yet it has similar
properties. Its advantages over a mini wing are higher
passive safety (LTF/EN-A), extremely stable soaring
and thermalling behaviour and an excellent glide. The
glider is very forgiving and its easy take-off and landing
behaviours are truly confidence inspiring.
Mark and Chris, Cloudbase Paragliding
<info@cloudbaseparagliding.com.au>

Gradient BiGolden3, Freestyle3 and Aspen5

Gradient has been busy in the last few months. The new
tandem BiGolden3 has had two sizes added – 39 and 42.
Beside the renowned Gradient sport handling, the new
tandem has improved performance and greatly reduced
weight – size 42 just weighs 7.3kg! This not only means
less to carry, but also easier launches and less dynamic
behaviour in turbulent air. If you’re really fussy about
weight, both sizes can also be ordered in a ‘light’ version.
The popular fun glider, Freestyle2, has been replaced
with Freestyle3. While the responsiveness and agility of
FS2 was hard to improve on, progress has been made
in performance, increasing the overlap with full-size
gliders for XC application. FS3 will be great for strong
wind soaring or introductory acro.
For those really serious about acrobatics, Gradient, in
cooperation with Horacio Llorens, developed a dedicated
acro glider – Agility 17. This glider is aiming at the acrospecialised section of the market and not intended for
any other purpose. Agility has been designed to satisfy
the most demanding acro pilots and is able to deliver top
results in competitions.
Aspen5 is a continuation of the successful XC glider
family. The higher aspect ratio, new wing profile and well
proven DD cell system gives Aspen5 performance at the
top of the EN-C category and will make even the most
demanding XC pilot happy.
All gliders are made from well proven Skytex
materials and the new (exclusive for Gradient) Everlast
fabric has been used on the most exposed parts like the
leading edge. This guarantees the longest possible time
for maintaining performance and flying characteristics
and general longevity of the gliders. All gliders come with
the Gradient ‘Accidental Damage’ one-year warranty on
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Ozone’s shark nose mini wing, the Zero, has now been
released in a 19m size. This takes it into true mini wing
class, ideal for high wind soaring and mountain descent
flights, but still capable of climbing and thermic soaring
due to its high level of efficiency. The Zero is the only
mini to feature the patented Ozone Shark Nose, which
adds speed with higher levels of passive safety. On the
Zero you’ll be able to soar in similar conditions to larger
wings, but enjoy responsive handling and higher speeds.
Ozone Octane 2 and Trickster 2
Ozone’s stable of acro gliders has been completely
updated in 2014 with the Octane 2 freestyle in 20, 22
and 25m, and the Trickster 2 pro acro glider in 17, 18.5
and 20m models. The six sizes and two models allow for
a large range of energy, manoeuvres and passive safety
to cater to budding acro pilots through to experienced
acro legends pulling the most hard core manoeuvres.
After years of field testing by Felix Rodriguez and Pal
Takats, the Ozone range of acro wings will make you a
better acro pilot.

An easy allrounder for entry level pilots and infrequent
flyers. Cuga’s passive safety, convenient handling
and easiest launch behaviour lets you trust it from
the beginning. The precisely developed profile grants
maximum pitch stability and allows for pleasurable ,
stress free flying.
The successor of the well proven Cuga is even
better! Changes include: new lighter fabric, lower canopy
weight, smaller packing, new coating for improved
porosity figures and longer life span, new wing shape
with a higher aspect ratio, more agile handling, more
performance, SST technology, new trimming and higher
trim speed, canopy comes overhead quicker, improved

Pro Design Cuga 2

Free Hang Gliding XC Clinic Canungra
22-24 October 2014

Ozone Exoceat Pod Harness
Years in development, the Exoceat is a low drag, high
performance harness for serious XC and competition
pilots. With a technically advanced body balancing foot
support system, a never before seen style of Bombay
reserve deployment system and a super low drag fairing
developed through aerodynamic research coupled with a
dragless air intake system, the Exoceat
is truly a next generation harness.
Woody Valley Haska & Wani
Self-inflating Airbag Harnesses
Two new harnesses
from Woody Valley
featuring their new selfinflating airbag system,
maintaining the light
weight and compactness of
August | September 2014
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News

The State/Regional Membership Levy

Nova Triton 2 – The Honest
Performance Wing

The Triton 2 is a breath of fresh air in the
serial performance glider class, formerly
DHV 2-3 wings. On the one hand, the Triton
2 offers impressive performance and the
potential for ambitious XC flights; on the
other, the flying characteristics of the wing
are manageable for a well-experienced pilot.
With its aspect ratio of 1:6.4, wing area, short rods and
its passive safety, the Triton 2 is a rather traditional glider,
but simultaneously comes with a bundle of innovations.
The wing uses new Needle-Eye Ribs inside – diagonal
ribs, made from one piece and traversing the profile rib
immediately next to it through special slots (needle-eyes).
This allows tension to distribute across the span of up to
five cells at a time, resulting in a more precise shape than
that achieved in a conventional four or five piece rib using
multiple-piece double diagonal ribs. Double 3D-shaping
and optimised position and size of the cell openings
enhance the performance of the wing.
The Triton 2’s leading edge is reinforced with extremely
flexible rods which end just after the A line attachments.
In comparison to the Triton 1, the A line attachment
points were
not set back.
For this reason,
collapses are
generally less
extensive, as
Nova leading edge rods
found both,

during induced asymmetric collapses using A-riser, and
spontaneous collapses in turbulence. To improve extreme
flight behaviour, Nova used an intelligent mix of materials
– lightweight, but at the same time durable cloth (32g/
m2), also used for the Mentor 3 light. The leading edge is
fitted with an improved Nova Air Scoop, increasing internal
wing pressure, especially in accelerated flight.
Thanks to the moderate aspect ratio, the flying
characteristics are very balanced: the wing is easy to
turn and brake pressure is low. Triton 2 offers excellent
performance, good certification-appropriate passive
safety and very sensitive brakes. It offers an exceptionally
high fun factor.
In sizes M and L, the Triton 2 has an extended
weight range: M from 90 to 110kg, although certified
up to 115kg and L from 100 to 120kg, but can be flown
up to 130kg within certification. For XC flying, Nova
advises staying within the recommend weight range.
The extended range is for those to whom high speed is
the primary consideration. The Triton 2 displays its bestbalanced flight characteristics in the upper half of the
optimal weight range. The flight certification tests in
sizes M and L have classed it as an EN-C. Certification on
size S is in progress. More at [www.NOVA-wings.com].
Till Gottbrath, Nova

This article is from the perspective of the NSWHPA, other
States may be similar, but all aspects may not necessarily be
the same as described here.
by Allan McMillan, NSWHPA
The State/Regional Membership Levy

Each year when you pay your HGFA membership, the
HGFA also impose a State/Regional levy which varies
depending on the location in which you reside. These
levies are then passed on to each state or region.
The levy is used by the State associations (SA)
to provide the ‘behind the scenes’ assistance to local
clubs through support, management help and finance of
flying sites, training and events. Without levy funding,
SA/Regional associations would need to look elsewhere
for all funding, resulting in a marked decline in services
provided for our sports. The majority of financial
assistance given back to clubs is a direct result of the
funds provided by your State/Regional levy.
NSW HG & PG Association

The NSW HG & PG Association (NSWHPA) is a non-profit
volunteer sporting organisation supporting all NSW hang
gliding, paragliding and weightshift microlight clubs and
encompassing other forms of flying, such as motorised hang
gliding and powered paragliding. NSWHPA is the statewide
representative association affiliated with the HGFA and
recognised as the peak state organisation by the NSW
government and Department of Sport and Recreation (DSR).
Incorporated in 1987, NSWHPA has served the flying
community since. A third of all HGFA pilots reside in NSW,
including more than 940 members across 14 clubs.
The NSWHPA implements policies and programs
defined by the HGFA and promotes competitions, flyins, participation rallies and training facilities in the
state in accordance with the HGFA Operations Manual
and with the approval of the relevant State and Federal
instrumentalities and landowners.
The NSWHPA responsibilities include:
➲➲ Reporting to our membership on our activities,
projects, funding, vision, etc
➲➲ Coordinating and promoting HGFA sports
➲➲ Acquiring and disseminating information to clubs
and members
➲➲ Promoting competitions
➲➲ Providing financial assistance with training, coaching
and instructional programs
➲➲ Promoting and coordinating safety programs and
pilot development
➲➲ Assisting clubs with site negotiation
➲➲ Local and State government liaison
➲➲ Representing the sport as the official State organisation
➲➲ Reporting to the HGFA AGM
NSW Projects

The NSWHPA administers funding from their State levy
as well as funds raised from other sources which are then
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used to provide clubs with funding for projects beyond
which they can fund themselves. This helps to keep club
membership fees down and maximises the number of
‘free flight’ sites available to HGFA members. The NSWHPA
considers funding applications from all NSW clubs and
individual NSW pilots organising events, including:
➲➲ Site maintenance and improvement
➲➲ Pilot development
➲➲ Site access, lease and site acquisition
As a result, NSW member pilots can fly at any site
without incurring additional site or visitor fees.
Sports Development Program

The NSWHPA also runs a Sports Development Program
(SDP), funded by a NSW DSR grant. The SDP aims to
increase participation in HGFA administered sports in
NSW, predominantly by increasing pilot retention through
coaching and organised activities that expose pilots to new
aspects of the sports as well as encourage participation by
new members of the public. The NSWHPA executive encourages
your club to contribute ideas for consideration as part of the SDP.
Funding Objectives

As stated in the foundation documents of the NSWHPA
in 1986, funds of the association may be used to:
➲➲ foster and engender safety in the flying sports that
the NSWHPA administers
➲➲ promote the NSWHPA’s flying sports in NSW and elsewhere
➲➲ obtain and maintain flying sites in NSW
➲➲ develop NSW pilots’ flying skills and appropriate
attitudes to flying
➲➲ foster a team spirit between pilots within and among
affiliated clubs
➲➲ encourage flying competitions
➲➲ facilitate interaction with similar flying organisations
and relevant administrative or regulatory bodies
The funds may not be used to provide economic gain to
any member except to compensate for services or expenses.
Increasing Benefits Of Available Funds

The NSWHPA has modest capital reserves which have
been accumulated over several years from grants, levies
and gifts. NSWHPA cannot function as a State level
organisation without some capital reserves. The interest
earned on these reserves is used to fund projects.
To minimise personnel cost, volunteer time is used
wherever possible and personnel only funded if it is
impossible or unreasonable for someone to provide a
service for free.
For events with interstate participation, organisers
should seek funding from other SAs and/or seek in kind
assistance or sponsorships from other stakeholders. For
example, local councils or tourism bodies are usually very

Some of the projects financially assisted by NSWHPA
➲➲ All established flying sites in NSW
➲➲ New site developments
➲➲ Access road works
➲➲ Lease payments and access right of way fees
➲➲ NSW State Titles HG Comp
➲➲ NSW State of Origin Paragliding Comp
➲➲ Pico Club September Fly In
➲➲ Endorsement courses and other training, including:
First aid, VHF radio, aero and ground towing, SIV
(PG wing recovery)
supportive of events that will attract sport and tourism to
the area. They may also be able to assist with grants and
other forms of help, such as providing facilities.
Adopt and follow proper management practices.
Additional funding

Unfortunately, NSWHPA doesn’t have unlimited funds
or a continuous income stream. Out of necessity, the
management committee must be prudent managers of
available funds to ensure the long term viability of the
SA and the sports it represents in NSW. Clubs in need
of help with project funding should consider applying
for additional grant funding. The NSW DSR have several
grants available, at both local club and SA levels. Details
of these can be found at [www.dsr.nsw.gov.au/grants/].
NSW DSR grants require 50% of the value to be
provided by the applicant either in kind or cash. In kind
contributions include efforts by members and volunteers
in providing manpower or non-cash resources. NSWHPA
can provide clubs assistance with applications. It is
worthwhile applying for these grants – over the past
two years NSW DSR have funded all applications made
for the sport. (Note: NSW DSR now require sporting
clubs to comply with and meet proper management and
quality assurance procedures.)
Compliance

There is a noted increase in the level of compliance to
Australian Standards and proper management systems
required for all sporting organisations in the past year.
For any sport to be officially recognised in NSW, the peak
sporting organisation must now comply with current
business quality management standards (ASNZ 9001),
financial reporting and continue to improve the viability
and safety of the sport. Recently, the NSWHPA has had
to introduce policies for child protection, skin cancer
prevention and non-discrimination amongst others.
The benefits of compliance are a continued gain of
access to NSW DSR grant funding and official recognition
with other regulators such as National Parks and Forests
NSW as well as local councils and other authorities. In cases
where local clubs have not been able to successfully engage
with local councils during council planned developments in
the past, access to sites has been compromised. Through
compliance with procedures and policies and by assisting
local clubs to adopt these practices and principles, greater
involvement and input into local planning decisions that
affect our sites and sport can be achieved.
SKYSAILOR
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Jump For Polio

It was 6am on 23 May. The sun had risen over the summit of
Cho Oyu, the wind was almost calm. This was the weather
window we had been promised.
by Ken Hutt

Ken launches from 7200m asl

I

had little sleep that night, despite a hugely vigorous
day previously, scaling two ice cliffs, steep snow
slopes with an overall 800m vertical gain. The
previous night had also been without much rest as we
were camped at 6400m with temperatures reaching well
below zero due to strong winds which had been blowing
for many days and prevented an earlier ascent.
We had been waiting at Advanced Base Camp (ABC)
(5700m) for four days and watched the jetstream winds
blowing over the summit. We had seen many climbers
returning to ABC, delaying their summit attempts due to the

Above the ice fall
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continued force of bad weather fuelling dangerous climbing
conditions. The forecast of a one day window prompted
some urgency to commence the summit push; and three
days later, here I was at Camp 2 and 7200m altitude.
I had reached Camp 2 late in the afternoon on 22
May. Our team now consisted of five climbers, four
sherpas and Angel, our Argentinean guide who had
proved his worth by getting us thus far, so high on the
mountain. Three team members, including my climbing
partner, had returned to ABC due to illness with their
summit hopes dashed. At this point in the expedition,

I weighed and discussed my options with Angel. I had
been climbing strongly over the previous weeks and
felt the summit was certainly achievable. However,
the weather forecast was dictating my opportunities
and unless I took advantage of the current conditions,
paragliding would be off the agenda.
The object of this expedition was to climb as high
on Cho Oyu as possible and make an attempt to launch
a paraglider from the mountain and fly back to ABC.
Cho Oyu is the sixth highest mountain on the planet,
with the summit registering 8201m asl. The summit is
basically a broad dome rather than a peak, which made
it attractive to me, and perhaps less committing (in an
obscure sort of way) than attempting to launch from a
mountain peak such as the summit of Everest or Makalu.
A flight from this altitude held a lot of unknowns
despite my attempts to educate myself on the
performance characteristics of paragliders at high
altitudes, well above what could be considered ‘normal’
flying limits. Very few pilots have launched from this
altitude. In the quiet of my tent, I had simulated take
offs in varying weather and mountain terrain conditions
in my thoughts for many days, including correcting wing
collapses from turbulence and rotor effects from nearby
peaks, going over landings in various terrain types –
glacial moraine, snow slopes and even dodging base
camp tents and prayer flags – but the time had now yet
come to test these.
A variable strength breeze up to only six knots was
blowing directly up the mountain. The sky above was
deep blue, showing off by the pure white of the snow
covered mountains – the conditions, considering where I
was, could not be better.
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Angel and I discussed the climb ahead and I believe
he would have preferred me to continue climbing to the
summit that evening, however, with conditions as they
were, the opportunity to complete the quest of flying
from the mountain and maximise the fundraising and
awareness potential of the ‘End Polio Now’ campaign, I
decided to attempt launch from here.
Prior to the commencement of this expedition, we
had made a number of attempts to obtain permission
from Chinese officials at several embassies and gain
some sort of official permit for this venture, but no
success was forthcoming. At base camp we approached
the Tibetan Mountaineer Liaison Officer for approval to
paraglide and were informed that this was not possible
and any such decision would need to go to Beijing and
may take months to receive. Even then, due to the
proximity to the border with Nepal (Cho Oyu’s summit is
the Tibetan/Nepalese border), permission would be very
unlikely. The unofficial response was, “No prohibition
but no permission. Do not fly from summit and do not
bring attention of army, I know you not.”
This expedition was about promoting Rotary’s
worldwide efforts to eradicate the Polio virus from
the planet. The commitment to the success of this
mountain adventure was brought about by the chance
to promote the Rotary fundraising and awareness
campaign. How could I best serve the objective with
the most beneficial outcome? What was going to make
the biggest difference? It had been a personal dream
for many years to attempt one of the 8000m peaks
as a climber, and here I was, so close to the summit,
with the final summit push to happen from 10 o’clock
this evening. On the other hand very few pilots had ever
attempted a launch from over 7000m altitude and the
site of our red ‘END POLIO NOW’ glider over Cho Oyu and
the surrounding peaks would really make a statement
for the promotion of Polio eradication.
At 9am the weather conditions on the mountain had
not changed and after about an hour on bottled oxygen,
with my blood warmed and my head thinking straight,
(there were four sherpas amongst others present who
would question this), I struggled with my climbing
boots and crampons, grabbed an ice axe, placed all my
sleeping gear and climbing hardware in the pack, and
with the glider, headed out to the snow slope to assess
its suitability for launching.
The slight wind that had been blowing had died and
it was now almost completely calm which I thought
would make take-off a little more difficult. The snow
slope was gentle and increased in gradient further down
the mountain, but it provided ample abort opportunities
should commonsense suddenly prevail. My glider, an
Ozone Ultralite 3, was purpose-made for this flight and
displayed the Rotary wheel emblem and ‘END POLIO NOW’
insignia. Eventually, after many promotional photographs,
it was time. Carabiners were clipped to my harness, risers
checked, speed system clipped to the speed bar.
My forward launch was ‘textbook’ and despite my
doubts about crash-and-burn due to the thin air, after
30m of adrenaline-filled running I was off the snow
and flying over the ever-increasing snow slopes, then
over the first ice cliff with 1500m of free air below me.
Strangely, it was only then I realised my breathing was
heavily laboured and I was struggling to find my next
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breath. The realisation that running 30m at 7200m
above sea level is exhausting exercise was evident and
I took several minutes to recover. Once this moment of
panic passed, I fully realised the incredible surroundings
and prayed that my GoPro was recording.
Although my wing was only 21m2, making soaring
unlikely, I appeared to gain altitude which allowed me to
stay closer to the mountain and head over Camp 1 before
my descent followed the glacier in the direction of ABC.
I was not carrying a GPS or vario because weight on the
climb had been an issue.
Due to the military presence at various lookout
towers near the Nepalese/Tibetan border, my flight
plan involved a direct route to ABC and avoid flying in
open skies but rather stay close to the mountain and
drop down into the valley formed by two other peaks on
either side of ABC. I did not wish to tempt any response
by the military or test their charitable feelings in any
way. This decision placed me in an awkward position
when it came to landing, since the most obvious point
of touchdown was a broad snowfield on the other side
of the glacier from ABC, but possibly in full view of a
Chinese army lookout tower. This snowfield also formed
a mountain pass into Nepal and had a reported history
of aggressive military intervention. This meant a landing
on the moraine (made of boulders pushed to the side of
the glacier by the slow movement of ice down the valley
over centuries) which offered very few snow patches
or really flat areas. However, the other condition I had
to contend with was not realised in full until I was on
final approach: The flying speed of the glider! I should
have known by the wind noise through the risers that I
was travelling much faster than I would have at sea level
due there being only about 35% relative air pressure at
this altitude.
I was still about 1000m above my landing when I
commenced a series of steep banking turns to wash off
altitude. I could just make out a number of people at ABC
standing outside tents having heard of my launch via
radio from Camp 2.
I came in on final approach with my sights focussed
on a small snow strip, about 30m long and six metres
wide. I had identified this as a possible landing site while
resting at ABC days earlier and had placed a wind vane
(an old Tibetan prayer flag) on a bamboo cane in the
snow. Alas, even good planning does not make a good
landing! Once I realised I was going to pull up short, I
had a few short seconds to re-evaluate the situation. Up
until this point, I had been flying rather conservatively,
not wanting to discover the glider’s limits at this altitude
(I was also carrying a 13kg pack and was right on the
100kg weight limit of the wing). After aggressive
braking, I came to a near stop before hitting the rocks
of the moraine and although I tripped, I was fortunate
not to sustain any real injury – apart from a chip off my
pride perhaps.
The flight from 7200m to 5700m (over a distance of
about 6km) had taken me 13 minutes, and five minutes
after landing I was drinking hot lemon tea provided by
our very excited Tibetan cooks.

If you would like more information on this expedition
or on the polio campaign, contact Ken at <berryjetz@
bigpond.com>.

Cho Oyu with glider

Polio is a highly infectious viral disease
causing swift and irreversible paralysis
and even death, mainly affecting
children less than five years of age.
Rotary and its worldwide partners
have reduced polio cases by 99%
since 1979. There are now only three
countries remaining where this disease
is still endemic.

350,000

cases of polio a year have now
been reduced to just several
hundred. The eradication of polio is a very achievable
goal in our lifetime, yet the challenge is not only to
raise significant funds to continue the campaign, but to
maintain the momentum of interest from governments
and other partners in our quest to eradicate this
debilitating disease forever.
As a member of the Rotary Club of Berry, NSW,
and a member of the Stanwell Park HG and PG
Club, Ken Hutt embarked on this fundraising and
awareness campaign which has sparked considerable interest worldwide.
After walking to Everest Base Camp to assist
in high altitude acclimatisation, Ken, with a team
of mountaineers, travelled to Tibet and spent
five weeks on Cho Oyu (the 6th highest mountain
at 8201m), where his intent was to climb as high
on the mountain as possible and paraglide back to
Choy Oyu base camp. Very few pilots have attempted a flight at these altitudes.
Ken and the Rotary Club of Berry invite you to support
the Polio Challenge by making a donation to:
The Rotary Club of Berry
National Australia Bank
BSB 084 435, Account No 509 515 007
Sixty cents is enough to save a child.
Your donation will be matched 2 to 1 by the Gates
Foundation, effectively tripling the value. The smallest
donation will make a huge difference.
For any donations of $10 and over a Certificate of
Appreciation will be posted to you acknowledging your
valued support.
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Corryong 2015

Since the Newcastle Hang
Gliding Club (NHGC) took over
the management and running
of the Corryong Cup, there
has been a ‘feeding frenzy’
when registrations open on 1
September. In 2012 it took just
35 minutes to fill and last year
all 75 spots were taken within
less than 30 minutes. Those
who missed out were placed
onto the wait list, some of
whom were fortunate enough
to move up as positions
became available.

“What goes into the sport
is used to grow the sport.”

by NHGC Comp Committee

11 to 17 January 2015
Practice day 10 January
Online Registrations
open at 8pm,
1 September 2014

I

f you do not want to miss out this year, make sure you log into [www.corryongcup.com] and pre-register your
name and details to get your user name and password, so that you can log in on 1 September without delay to
register for the comp. If you have registered in the last two years, your details willbe recorded – just use the same
user name and password to log back in.
The Corryong Cup is a B-grade hang gliding competition. It is recognised as one of the most enjoyable competitions
in the Australian soaring calendar. It's all about learning and having fun. The aim of the comp is to foster the
development of cross-country competition flying skills in all levels of pilots, in a non-stressful, friendly environment.
Corryong is a great location for low airtime hang
gliding pilots to gain valuable flying experience in
mountain terrain. The area offers wide open landing
fields and is only a few thermals away from Australia’s
highest peak, Mt Kosciuszko. Several pilots have flown
to Kosciuszko and back from Corryong!
Corryong Cup 2015 continues to cater to both Open
and Floater Class gliders, with separate tasks for each
class. Once again we expect to have at least one third
of the field competing in Floater Class. Our aim is to
encourage pilots to achieve new personal bests. At the
start of 2015 set a goal to make goal!
The event not only helps pilots learn comp skills, but
also helps the Corryong community. When Wendi and
Gary Herman were running the comp, they traditionally
held a mid-week BBQ and fundraising raffle. Funds
raised went to local community organisations. This
tradition continues, and for the past two years the
Corryong Ambulance Service (CAS) has benefitted
from our fundraisers. This year the NHGC purchased a
resuscitation mannequin with a defibrillator which was
presented to CAS for use in their training.
The NHGC is passionate about growing the sport.
Entry fees from this and other comps managed by NHGC
are used to cover expenses in running the competitions
and provide funding for long term improvements to
competitions and sites.

Corryong offers big landing paddocks

Launch marshall
32 SKYSAILOR

Happy pilots at Corryong
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Nils is about to launch

About to head up to launch
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Setting up
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Events Calendar

2014
September

National PPG Fly-in – Pico Club
18 to 21 September

Milbrulong NSW. In its 17th year, this event has become
the largest gathering of all things PPG. Family friendly, with
meals provided, firewood aplenty for tall stories around
the campfire, camaraderie and loads of wide open space for
uninterrupted flying with excellent launch areas and facilities.
For novice pilots this is a safe flying environment with safety
officers and duty pilots on roster providing assistance when
needed. For more experienced pilot there will be XC trips with
refuels organised, pylon races and more. As always, held at
Milbrulong, south of Wagga Wagga, NSW, Jeff Hoffman has
again allocated one of his paddocks for launches in all wind
directions. Camping available at Milbrulong Rec Reserve with
hot showers and amenities. A large community hall is available
for demonstrations of new PPG products, with representatives
and manufacturers displaying the latest gear. Pencil the dates
in your diary. More info at [www.thepico.com.au] or call Jeff
Hoffman 0429 206233 or Simon Wills 0418 554872.

Canungra PG Cup

27 September to 4 October
Mt Tamborine and Beechmont, Canungra QLD. AAA, Cat 2 event.
Great weather, great tasks and lots of fun, stress free flying.
Mentoring scheme for pilots new to comps. Nightly events
and, of course, the legendary retrieve service. Also includes
pick up/drop offs from the airport. It’s Australia’s favourite
comp. Organiser: David Gibbs 0429 775554, <djgibbs67@
gmail.com>, [www.canungracup.org].

Inaugural ‘Flying
Dads & Mums’ Fly-in

27 September to 5 October

Mt Borah, Manilla NSW. Eight days of spring weather to mix
it up in the air and with the kids (NSW, VIC & QLD school
holidays). Bring your push bikes, mini dirt bikes, footballs
(any shape so we don’t upset the Brazilians), kites, boats,
fishing rods, skateboards, scooters, telescopes… and don’t
forget some toys for the kids too! Might also head over to the
Warrumbungles for a couple of days if the weather craps out.
Full details on the Facebook Group ‘Flying Dads and Mums’.

October
Propfest 2014

4 to 6 October, Labour Day weekend
Helidon Golf Course QLD. For information contact: Matt Fox
<www.foxairsports.com.au/].

Forbes Big Spring
Floater Comp
3 to 6 October,
Labour Day weekend

50 flying mates, all racing on the same
HG type! Registration opens 1 July 2014 [www.
warrenwindsports.com.au/events].

Free HG XC Clinic

22 to 24 October 2014

State of Origin 2014, Manilla NSW
Photo: Rod Burke
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Moriarty Hall, Canungra QLD. Three-day intro for Canungra club
sites Mt Tamborine and Beechmont. CFIs Ken Hill, Curt Warren
and Lisa Bradley, supported by experienced HG pilots Jon
Durand Snr & Jnr, Rod Flockhart, Dave Stevens, Dave Staver.
A great opportunity for nov and int pilots to improve their
HG skills. Pilots are required to supply all HG equipment and
encouraged to use GoPros (or similar) during the clinic so all
pilots can watch footage in the evenings and help instructors
give feedback. Our goals are to practise procedures for setting
up gliders and equipment, launch and landing techniques,
safe flying practices, improve thermalling techniques,

practise XC flying with goals dependent on pilot ability, share
local knowledge on sites and terrain. Bookings: Billy MillerMacleod 0435 046335 or <billymillermacleod@gmail.com>.
Accommodation: Canungra Showgrounds (camping) 07 5543
5904, Canungra Motel 07 5543 5155 or Canungra Hotel 07
5543 5233.

Canungra HG Classic
25 October to 1 November

Moriarty Hall, Canungra QLD. AAA, Cat 2 event. Practice day: 24
October. Entry fee: $270, iIncludes entry, four dinner meals,
T-shirt and a fun week for all, including non-flyers. Opening
ceremony: 24 October at 7pm. Red Faces: 29 October at 7pm.
Prize money $750 cash. Download track log on large screen
and large TV screen for GoPro each day. Prizes for the best
footage, $7000 worth of prizes and cash to be handed out. Go
to [http://chgc.asn.au/hg/cclassic.html] to register. Contact:
David Staver 0439 435953, <davo137@gmail.com>, [www.
chgc.asn.au].

November
Mt Beauty Fly-in
21 to 23 November

Mt Beauty NE VIC. The fly-in is held at the Mt Beauty Airfield,
a four minute drive from town. Kiewa valley also has two free
flying spots – Mt Emu, 3200ft launch, on the east side of the
valley, and Tawonga Gap, 2100ft launch, to the west of the
valley. There will be a BBQ lunch, Saturday and Sunday, and
burgers, snags and drinks for sale. The money raised goes to
the airfield committee to pay for the amenities. For further
info contact Simon Wills (Willsy) <swillsy@bigpond.net.au>.

WOW! – Wings Over Wellington
9 to 15 November

Wellington (aka Bodangora) Airstrip, Wellington NSW. AA
rated Cat 2 HG aerotow comp. Organised by Newcastle Hang
Gliding Club. Practice day 8 November, additional tow fees
apply on the practice day. Go to [www.wow.asn.au] for
registration and details.

2015
January

Forbes Flatlands Australian HG Nationals
1 to 8 January

Forbes Airstrip, Forbes NSW. AAA sanction, Cat 2 event
organised by the Sydney Hang Gliding Club. Eight days of
competition flying plus one practice day, Practice day/
Registration: 31 December 2014. All pilots are welcome
at Australia’s premier competition for the 9th consecutive
year! Four classes: Open, Women’s (Forbes), A-Grade and
Sports Class. Online registration opens 8am, 1 September
2014. Contact: <fly@forbesflatlands.com> or [www.
forbesflatlands.com].

Corryong HG Cup

11 to 17 January

Mt Elliott, Corryong VIC. B-grade HG comp, organised by
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club. Practice day: 10 January.
Registrations online at [www.corryongcup.com] open at 8pm
1 September 2014. Be ready it took just 30 minutes to fill up
the registration list last year!

XC Camp 2015

31 January to 7 February
Mt Borah, Manilla NSW. Free event for XC pilots of all levels.
Informal distances are scored using your choice of online
system or straight line Open Distance off your GPS. Come
for as many days as you like, fly as far as you can, fly with
and learn from some of the best XC pilots. Many pilots
achieve PBs in Manilla each year. Mt Borah has four huge
astro-turfed launches for nearly all wind directions, easy
landings, developed for the 2007 Worlds. The Manilla area
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offers some of the world’s safest XC flying for all pilot levels,
from novice to expert, with some thermalling experience.
Daily weather briefings by Godfrey Wenness, tips and trick
sessions, campfire discussions, regular day prizes and scoring
updates in all classes (Fun/Sport/Serial). Open Class gliders
are welcome to attend but won’t be scored. Camping ($7/
night, $9/night powered), cabins available on site, new cafe
and licensed bar, two camp kitchens, BBQ, swimming pool.
Contact: <godfrey@flymanilla.com>.

Bright PG Open
7 to 13 February

NSW HG State Titles

15 to 21 February

Corryong NSW. AAA sanction. Organiser: David Gibbs
<djgibbs67@gmail.com>, [www.corryongopen.org].

WOW!
9 to 15 November 2014
– Wellington, NSW

12 to 18 April

Manilla NSW. AA sanction, Cat 2 event, organised by Newcastle
HG Club. Practice day: 14 February. Registrations online at
[www.nswst.com.au].

WA State HG Championship
22 to 28 February

Leon’s tow paddock at Westonia WA. AA sanction, Cat 1.
Organiser: Richard Breyley 0417 986896, <richard.breyley@
matsa.com.au>.

Mystic, Bright VIC. AAA sanction, Cat 2 event. Organiser: Brian
Webb 0417 530972, <brianmwebb@alpineinfotech.com.au>,
[www.brightopen.org].

Corryong PG Open

Dalby Big Air

16 to 22 February

Tasmania
Drifter Tour

February 2015

Three years of ‘Drifter
Tours’ morphing into an ultimate Tassie flying expedition
[www.warrenwindsports.com.au/events].

It takes a lot to get a hangar pilot to say, “Wow!” Usually this
is a word uttered when a pilot tops out in a thermal and can
almost touch the wispy bits as they head off on task…
by the NHGC Comp Committee

“Wow! This is why I fly!”

Like a surfer in the tube. A skier launching off a cliff top
and floating towards a bed of virgin white powdered
snow or a motocross rider as he reaches the top of an
arc between the ramp he took off from and the one he
is about to land on. This is the moment when time slows
down and you realise how lucky you are to be able to do
what you do.
Now there is something else that will ‘Wow!’ you:
➲➲ A new AA Australian hang gliding competition.
➲➲ WOW! A new location in a new town.
➲➲ WOW! 360º flying space.
➲➲ WOW! No airband radio.
➲➲ WOW! Fly over mountains, plains, valleys.
➲➲ WOW! Run by Newcastle Hang Gliding Club (NHGC).
➲➲ WOW! Discounted entry fees.
➲➲ WOW! Entry fee includes towing on comp days.
➲➲ WOW! Great prizes and great flying fun.

Wings Over Wellington

WOW is the new Wings Over Wellington aerotow hang
gliding competition to be held at Wellington in the
golden central west of NSW.
For those of you who have competed in the Airborne
Gulgong Classic, you only have to travel a little bit further
past Gulgong to get to the new competition headquarters
ar Bodangora airstrip, 12km north-east of Wellington.
Wellington or Bodangora has been used as a turnpoint
and sometimes goal during previous Gulgong competitions.
Those who have landed there were either happy to make
goal or grateful for the windsock and grass strip.
Gulgong Aero Park had been the home for the
Airborne Gulgong Classic for about 15 years. The
park manager, Ian Harris, had always been supportive
and made pilots from around Australia and the world
welcome. The Gulgong Classic has been a great event
hosted and run each year by NHGC member William Olive
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Dalby Aerodrome, Dalby QLD. Dalby Hang Gliding Club invites
you to a week of great flying and fun at the AA sanctioned,
Cat 2 Big Air. All pilots MUST have an aerotow endorsement
with previous aerotow experience and be current HGFA or
temporary HGFA members. Entry fee is $475 and includes all
tows (including practice day), T-shirt, hat and presentation
dinner. A $75 non -refundable deposit is required to secure a
place. Entries are limited to 50 pilots so get in early! For more
information and to register please go to our new website at
[www.dalbybigair.com].

The entry fee for WOW! 2014 is just $300 which
includes tow fees and the presentation dinner (late
registrations will pay the usual $450).

A New Comp Location

Wellington airstrip

aka ‘Billo’. In 2013, Billo announced he was stepping
down from the competition scene for a while. The NHGC
members appreciate and acknowledge the great work
and efforts by Billo and Ian Harris during their many
years of service and commitment to our sport.
The NHGC members feel strongly about our role as
a hang gliding club. Our mission is to nurture the sport
of hang gliding and provide the means for its members
to progress from beginner to advanced pilot as well
as maintain our sites. NHGC already runs two other
successful competitions – the Corryong Cup, a B-grade
foot launch comp and undoubtedly one of the most
sought after and popular entry level comps, held each
year in the picturesque Snowy Mountains in NE Victoria,
and the AA rated Manilla NSW State Titles foot launch
comp held each year at Godfrey Wenness’ Mt Borah.
Based on the feedback we received from pilots and
crews at those competitions, the NHGC was happy to create
a sporting trilogy and add the Gulgong AA comp into the
mix, but now at a new location and under a new name.
Another initiative of the NHGC is to grow the sport
by reducing the participation cost of competitions and to
reinvest back into the sport. Entry fees, sports participation
grants and support from NSWHPA are utilised to upgrade
and maintain sites and reduce comp entry fees.

Wellington is well situated in central Western NSW. Fly
south through the valleys and ranges to Mt Canobolas
at Orange (the highest point between the Great Dividing
range and the Indian Ocean), fly east to the Great Dividing
range, fly north towards the northern plains of Gunnedah
and Narrabri and fly west to reach the Forbes Flatlands.
There is a beautiful mix of valleys, mountains and rolling
plains throughout the area.
Competitions are a great way to grow the sport of
inland hang gliding. NHGC encourages all pilots from
intermediate through to advanced with an aerotow
endorsement to come along and participate. Novice and
beginner pilots are also welcome to come out and watch
what goes on and be part of the action on the ground.
It is an ideal time for the novice to watch, learn and
meet some of the world’s and nation’s best pilots. Even
those pilots who have been flying competitions for years
can learn new skills and ideas by being there.
The success of any competition is down to the
efforts of the behind the scenes organisers and support
staff. WOW! is no different and any offers to volunteer
for various duties are very welcomed by the NHGC.
Competitions are the best way to build pilot skills
and friendships, so we hope you will join us at WOW! this
year. Our website [wow.asn.au] is open for registrations
for Australia’s newest AA hang gliding competition.
Register now for $300. Entries close at midnight 24
October or when the pilot list is full. Late registrations
after 24 October may be accepted if spaces remain for a
late registration fee of $450.

Email <fly@wow.asn.au> to volunteer or ask questions.
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PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA <sahga.
exec@gmail.com>. Pres: Stuart McClure
0428 100796; Sec/Trs: Rob Woodward
0408 808436.

Tasmanian HG & PG Association

All clubs please check details in this section carefully

Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs.

All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs

All correspondence, including
changes of address, membership renewals, short term
memberships, rating forms
and other administrative
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, & 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager
John Twomey & 0417 644633 < john.twomey@

hgfa.asn.au> <manager.operations@hgfa.asn.au>.

HGFA Administrative Manager
Trene Randles & 03 9336 7155 <office@hgfa.
asn.au> <trene.randles@hgfa.asn.au>.

➲ F or information about site ratings, sites
and other local matters, contact the appro
priate State associations, region or club.

HGFA Committee
of Management
Pres: Greg Lowry <president@hgfa.asn.au>
<greg.lowry@hgfa.asn.au> & 0400 759105.
V-Pres: Brett Coupland <vicepresident@hgfa.
asn.au> <brett.coupland@hgfa.asn.au>.
Sec: Sun Nickerson <secretary@hgfa.asn.au>
<sun.nickerson@hgfa.asn.au> & 0466 399850.
Trs: Grant Cassar <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au>
<grant.cassar@hgfa.asn.au>.
Committee Members:

States

HGFA

Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required
to be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if
confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where no current forms or
confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken as having expired.

Regions
ACT HG & PG Association

LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT
0200; [www.acthpa.org]. Pres:
Alistair Dickie <alnrelly@gmail.
com> 0422 970408; V-Pres: Nic
Welbourn <nic@corinbank.com>;
Trs: Alun Mills <almills@iinet.
net.au>; Sec: Zhenshi van der Klooster
<zhenshi@mac.com>; Committee: Howard
Taylor <howardtaylor.ad@gmail.com>; Steve
Foggett <steve.foggett@homemail.com.au>;
Meetings: 1st Tue/month 7.30pm Canberra
Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.

PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South 0417 930
142 <ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; Sec:
Peter Kovesi 0432 629315 <pk@peter
kovesi.com>; Trs: Greg Lowry 0400 759105
<g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; Club Reps: Simon
Shuttleworth (Albany), Mark Wild (Sky
Pirates), Mike Duffy (Western Soarers), Rick
Williams (Hill Flyers), Mark Stokoe (Dust
Devils); Non-Club Rep: Chris Bennet.

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association

PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Ralf Gittfried
<president@nswhpa.org> 0466 566288;
V-Pres/PO: Nir Eshed <Vice-President@
nswhpa.org> 0423 422494; Sec: Fred Crous
<Secretary@nswhpa.org> 0425 227 075;
Trs: Graeme Cran <treasurer@nswhpa.org>
0487 205171; Committee: Brett Coupland,
David Holmes, Tony Dennis, Chris Clements,
Allan McMillan, Louis Klein, Michael Stott.

North Queensland State Association

Rick Williams <rick.williams@hgfa.asn.au>.

PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <flying@cairnshang
glidingclub. org>; V-Pres: Daniel Keech 0427
888893 <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs:
Tracey Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881,
0418 963796 <info@azurephotography.
com>; PG rep: Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association

Alex Jones <alex.jones@hgfa.asn.au>.
Brian Webb <brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au>
& 0417 530972.
Peter Allen <peter.allen@hgfa.asn.au>.

PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding
queensland.com>, Sec/Trs: Rod Stead 0428
132215 <roderick.stead@rpsgroup.com.au>.
36 SKYSAILOR

PO Box 268, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, [www.
thpa.org.au]. Pres: Keith Wales 0407 516845
<giligan42@hotmail.co.uk>; V-Pres: Ramon
Brasnja 0419 652693 <beatclepto@hotmail.
com>; Sec/Trs: Rob Steane 0418 146137
<robsteane@netspace.net.au>.

Victorian HG & PG Association

PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au]. Pres: Rob van der Klooster 0408 335
559 <president@vhpa.org.au>; Sec: Stephen
Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@vhpa.
org.au>; Trs: Stephen Leake 0409 553401
<treasurer@vhpa.org.au; SO: Kevin Grosser
0419 022225 <safetyofficer@vhpa.org.au;
Site Dev. Officer: Mark Pike 0408 801356
<mark.pike@baesystems.com>; Committee:
Brian Webb 0417 530972 <brianmwebb@
alpineinfotech.com.au>; Jan Bennewitz (Web
master) 0423 139923 <jan.bennewitz@
gmail.com>; Anthony Meechan 0407 163796
<meeks65@yahoo.com.au>; Nigel Streeter
<nstreeter@bigpond.com>.

Clubs

Contacts

South Australian HG/PG/ML Association

New South Wales
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.

[bmhgc.blogspot.com] Pres: Jan
Tupy 0425 228286 <jan@mta
travel.com.au>; Sec: Alexander Drew
0423 696677 <revant01@yahoo.
com.au>; Trs: Michael Roelens 0406
523841 <michael.roelens@gmail.
com>, 0407 814524; SSO: HG – Allan Bush
0407 814524 <bethandallen@bigpond.
com>, PG – Che Golus 0429 432031 <chegolus
@gmail.com>. Meetings: Contact President.

Central Coast Sky Surfers

PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: Rod Burke
0401 923923 <president@centralcoast
skysurfers.com>; V-Pres: Javier Alvarez 0418
116681 <vice president@centralcoastsky
surfers.com>; Sec: Geoff Bednal 0418 468
065 <secretary@centralcoastskysurfers.
com>; Trs: Phillip Wheen <treasurer@central
coastskysurfers.com>, SSOs: Javier Alvarez
0418 116681 <mediacentralcoastsky
surfers.com>, John Harriott 0412 442705
<nationalparksliaisoncentralcoastskysurfe
rs.com>. Meetings: 1st Thu/month, 7:30pm,
Erina Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.

Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club

6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres:
Trent Brown 0427 557486 <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.

PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond
Sparkes 0433 917011; V-Pres: Andrew Swan
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1
@bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club

[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
Porter 0415 920444 <porter.michael60@
gmail.com>; V-Pres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491
150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Inc.

Pres: Stephen Robertson 0457 123102;
V-Pres: Krizzo Becker 0420 479008; Sec/Trs:
Paul Cox 0421 072897.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.

PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.org.
au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02 6785
6545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>, V-Pres/Sec/
Trs: Bob Smith 0428 317735 <bobskisan@gm
ail.com>, SSOs: Mark Russell 0434 895185 (HG).

Mid North Coast Flyers Inc

470 Ocean Drive, Laurieton NSW 2443 [www.
midnorthcoastflyers.com.au] <mncflyers@
hotmail.com>. Pres: Daniel Rose 0411 897255;
V-Pres: Murray Dawes 0487 177928, Sec:
Phil Searle 0418 448645. Site info: SSO David
Wainwright 0429 844961 or SSO Chris Rogers
0407 918099.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club

93 Wommara Ave, Belmont Nth NSW 2280;
[www.nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dawson Brown
0429 675475 <president@nhgc.asn.
au>; V-Pres: Gary Herman 0401 772289
<vicepresident@nhgc.asn.au>; Sec: James
Pallas <secretary@nhgc.asn.au>; Trs: Allan
McMillan 0400 637070 <treasurer@nhgc.
asn.au>; SOs: Coastal–Tony Barton 0412
607815, Inland–Scott Barrett 0425 847208,
John O’Donohue 02 49549084, PG–James
Thompson 02 49468680; Newsletter: David
Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@nhgc.asn.
au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm
South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.

Newcastle Paragliding Club

Pres: Neil Bright 0412 689067 <tojofly@
iprimus.com.au>; V-Pres: Robert Lackner 0407
934808 <rlackner@bigpond.net.au>; Sec:
Andrew Burchell 0403 772563 <andrew
burchell1@gmail.com>; Trs: Joshua Ludwick &
Adam Andrews; SSO: Bob Lane 0490 349441
<bob.lane55@hotmail.com>. Meetings: Last
Tue/month, 7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.

Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc

Pres: Ray Firth 0425 314735 <rayfirth@gmail.
com>; V-Pres: Michael Lamb 0422 611318
<lamykiwi@optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Gregory
Evans 0422 688491 <evans100@optusnet.
com.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor 0434 882834
<alan@2t4l.com>; SSO: Doug Sole 0412
728959 <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>.

Northern Rivers HG & PG Club

PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net], <nrhgphc@gmail.com>. Pres:
Mick Hill 0416 286626 [mick.kingscliff
trading@gmail.com]; V-Pres: Brian Rushton
0427 615950 <byronair@optusnet.com.au>;
Sec: Gavin Hartel <nrhgpgc@gmail.com>; Trs:
James McEwan 0437 368999 <nrhgpgc@
gmail.com>; Sites: Col Rushton 0458 120010
<colinrushton@upnet.com.au>; Council
Liaison: Neil Mersham 0408 441742 <neil_
mersham@hotmail.com>; SSO (PG): Lindsay
Wooten 0427 210993 <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): Andrew Polidano
0428 666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>;
PR: Jan Smith 0438 876926 <jansmith.
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cloudnine@gmail.com>. Meetings: Byron Bay
RSL Club, 7pm, 2nd Fri/month.

NSW Sky Hawks

Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres: Tony Dennis 0418
574068 <fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: William
Olive 0412 423133 <William.Olive@hne
health.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: John Jablonskis
0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>.

The Pico Club (Paramotor Club)

[www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Geoff Sanders
0427 652207 <sanders3675@yarhoo.com.
au>; V-Pres: Justin Shaw 0407 884351
<jkshaw1@gmail.com>; Sec/SSO: Simon
Wills 0418 554872 <swillsy@bigpond.net.
au>; Trs: Andrew McCarthy <natmarks@tpg.
com.au>; PO: Jeff Hoffmann 0429 206233
<jandlhoffman@bigpond.com>; SO: Mike
Forwood; Web: Andrew Shipley 0407 511451
<andrewshipley@netspace.net.au>.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Rod Flockhart 0412 882639
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Ken Hill
0418 188655 <vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>;
Sec: Mark Kropp 0416 181915 <secretary@
chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Hana Krajcova 0424 257
381 <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Grants Officer:
Matt Cage 0410 589800; SSO PG: Phil Hystek
0418 155317, 07 55434000 (h), Brandon
O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc

C/O Shayne Towers-Hammond, 3 Waterline
Way, Rosslyn QLD 4703. Pres/SSO:
Shayne Towers-Hammond 0434 544148
<shayne.16@hotmail.com>; Sec: Bill
Gonch; Trs: Fraser Strain; SOs: Fraser
Strain, Kent Gosden; CFI: Jean-Luc Lejaille
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com> 0418 754157.

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.

PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508, [www.
flystanwell.com]; Pres/Trs: Peter Ffrench
0403 076149 <president@flystanwell.com>
<treasurer@flystanwell.com>; V-Pres: Fred
Smeaton 0402 808031; Sec: Mark Mitsos
0408 864083 <secretary@flystanwell.
com>; SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083
<SSO@flystanwell.com>.

’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: James
Lowe 0418 963315 <j.lowe@cqu.edu.au>;
Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699 <jaw12@
bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 0427 177
237 <jonathon.a.wall@team.telstra.com>;
SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 07 49387607.
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club

Conondale Cross-Country Club

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au] <shgc
@live.com.au>. Pres/SO: Ken Stothard
<kstothar@optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Vicki
Cain <Vicki@moyes.com.au>; Sec: Adrian
Bannister <adrian.bannister@yahoo.com.au>;
Trs: John Selby <jselby@pivit.net.au>; SSO:
Doug Sole <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>.
Meetings: Juniors @ the Junction, Anzac Pde,
Maroubra, 8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.org]. Pres: Kirsten Seeto 0450
887857 <kirsten.flys@gmail.com>; V-Pres:
Martin Joyce 0411 407974 <cemjoy@gmail.
com>; Sec: Nicholas Loveday 0434 057727
<nicholas.loveday@me.com>; Trs: Sundra
John <sundrajohn@gmail.com>; Committee:
Sarah Pitchford, James Mills, Greg Hurst,
David Holmes; SSO-PG: David Holmes 0408
366505 <ny_studios@hotmail.com>; SSOPPG: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; SSO-HG: Rohan Taylor
0425 268080 <rohantaylor@yahoo.com>.
Meeting: Harbord Bowling Club, Bennett St,
Freshwater, 7pm, 1st Tue/month (except
January).

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club

50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563 <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662 <trike@tpg.com.au>.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Vanessa Spark
<maxidog6@bigpond.com>; Sec: Tracey Hayes
<info@azurephotography.com.au>; Trs: Daniel
Keech <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Committee:
Ted Powell, Brod Osborne, Joe Reyes.
August | September 2014

Wicked Wings Toowoomba HG & PG Club

[www.wickedwings.com.au]. V-Pres: Adrian
Palfrey 0408 341181 <adrianpalfrey@
hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Joe Colfs 0422 587636
<joe_colfs@hotmail.com>; Trs: Craig Dunn;
Sec: Lachlan Weeks 0418 933570 <Lachlan.
weeks@yahoo.com.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club

Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122 <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

Northern Territory
Alice Springs Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

Alice Springs NT 0870. Pres: Richard Binstead
0422 956967 <rbinstead@gmail.com>.

Victoria
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club

[http://fly-killarney.com.au/]. Pres: Scott
Farrell 0439 754303 <scott308@rocketmail.
com>; V-Pres: Dave Gibbs; Trs/Sec: Paul
McCullough <plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.

Pres: Ben Darke 0418 753220 <ben@water
bed.com.au>; Sec: Brett Paull 0435 203153
<101airbourne@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar
07 33327535 <grantcassar@iinet.net.au>.

Sunshine Coast Sports Aviators Inc.

PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581; <para
glidingsunshinecoast.com>. Pres: John Vasta
<president@paraglidingsunshinecoast.
com>; V-Pres & SSO (HG): Dave Cookman 0427
498753; Trs: Mike Edgson; Sec: Paul Green
0412 376719; SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille
0418 754157, 07 54863048.

Western Australia

Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA
6051. Pres/SSO: Rod Merigan 0439 967971
<rmerigan@paraglidewesternaustralia.com.
au>; V-Pres/SO: Gabriel Bressan <gabebres@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Trs: Colin Brown
0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.com>.
Meetings: Last Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne
Park Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club

Fly Killarney Inc

PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc.
org]. Pres: Dean Bayley 0408 548651; V-Pres:
Greg Beglehole 0408 335559 <greg@heating
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Phillip Campbell; Trs:
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860 <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp
0408 678734 <rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>; Site Committee Chairperson: Steve
Norman; Committee: James Wynd, Will
Faulkner. Meetings: Last Sat/month, The
Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.

Dalby Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 76, Duaringa QLD 4712. Pres: Paul
Barry 0499 22865 <prbarry@tpg.com.
au>; Sec/Trs: Tim Osborn 0499 310902
<Timothy.J.Osborn@bigpond.com.au>

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club

Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Shane
Gingell 0417 619167 <fly@SEQparagliding.
com>; V-Pres: James Barr 0400 774153
<jimmibarr@gmail.com>; Sec: Brett Jensen 0417
792840 <jeno72au@yahoo.com>; Trs: Dave Todd
0400 774153 <Chameleon076@gmail.com>.

Duaringa Flying Club Inc

[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum:
[http://skypirates.freeforums.org/]. Club
for WSM, PPG & PHG pilots. Contact: Bohdan
Philippa <bohdan392@gmail.com>.

<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Peter
Hannah; SSO: Rob van der Klooster 0408
335559, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923.
Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue see [www.
dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].
PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dave Moore
0432 152101 <Dave.moore@gmail.com>;
Sec: Peter Cass 0422 246326 <P_J_Cass@
yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Noel Bear 0425
801813 <Treasurer@mhgc.asn.au>; SSO:
Peter Holloway 0408 526805 <Info@
freedomairsports.com.au>; Committee: Merv
Dannefaerd, Brad Howarth, Brett Huggan &
Johannes Straub. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month,
Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Rd, Hawthorn East
VIC 3123.

13 Cottman St, Buderim QLD 4556. Pres: Bruce
Crerar <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; Sec/Trs:
Annie Crerar 0418 711821 <annie.bruce@
bigpond.com>; SSO: Bruce Crerar.

Victorian Air Hogs

Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo
252@gmail.com>; Sec: Kieran Schultz 0468
941652 <kdmschultz@hotmail.com>; Trs:
Jon Seltin; Committee: Bill Oates, Bill Brooks,
Alex Morgan, John Seltin; SSO: Karl Texler
0428 385144; Meetings: [nevhgc-membersforum@googlegroups.com].

Skyhigh Paragliding Club

[www.skyhighparagliding.org].
Pres: Chris Noye <pres@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; V-Pres: Alister Johnson <vp@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Trs: Matthew
Gruba <tres@skyhighparagliding.org.
au>; Sec: Stephen McCulloch <sec@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; M’ship: Paul
Larkin <mem@skyhighparagliding.org.
au>; Nov Rep: Peter Kemeny <nov@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Web: Romann
Kudinoff <wm@skyhighparagliding.org.au>;
Committee: Tania Roullet. Meetings: 1st Wed/
month 7:30pm Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson
St, Abbotsford. No meeting in Nov or Jan.

Southern Microlight Club Inc.

[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au]
Pres: Tony Batson <president@southernmicro
lightclub.com.au>; Sec: Steve Bell <secretary
@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>; Trs:
George Vassis <treasurer@southernmicrolight
club.com.au>; Newsletter: Trevor Lane <trevor
@teknological.com.au>; Web: Steve Bell
<webmaster@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>.

SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.

[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Pres/SSO
Kalgoorlie: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.
net.au>, 0427 328638; Trs: Phil Clarkson <phil.
clarkson@hotmail.com.au>, 0405 144475;
Sec: Duncan Dekoning <chickendekoning@
hotmail.com>. SSO Perth: Mark Stokoe
<wrx2002@iinet.net.au>, 0414 932461.

Hill Flyers Club Inc.

<hillflyers@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary
Bennet 0412 611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls
0417 690386, Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397,
Dave Longman 08 93859469. Meetings held
on site during club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.

WA Sky Pirates (PPG)

Pres: Mark Wild <mwild@gastech.com.au>
0411 423923; Trs: Mark Hayton <mark.
hayton@riotinto.com> 0439 513465;
Sec: Kevin Hatten <kevinhatten@bigpond.
com> 0419 845509; SSOs: Mark Wild 0411
423923, Gordon McCabe 0407 776462.

Western Microlight Club Inc.

Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres:
Keith Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey
0428 504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408
949004.

Western Soarers

PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril
Eliopulos <wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs:
Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs:
Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull,
Rick Williams, Michael Duffy. Meetings:
See [http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/
western_soarers/].
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Schools & Maintenance

New South Wales

Queensland

Victoria

Queensland

Canungra Sky Sports
Gold Coast

Poliglide Paragliding

[www.canungraskysports.com.au]

Specialising in
Motorised Paragliding since 2001

Hang gliding & Paragliding School
CFI: Lisa Bradley PG & HG

➲ SIV, towing, confidence building specialist.
➲ HG to PG conversions.
➲	Sales and service of paragliding and motorised
paragliding equipment.
➲	Sport and Exercise Science trained.

Rainbow Paragliding•APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders

Contact:

<info@canungraskysports.com.au>
Phone: 0457 287 200

+

Capricorn Sky Sports
Rockhampton
Hang gliding & Paragliding School
CFI: Lisa Bradley PG & HG

Importer of Swing
gliders since 1999

FreshBreeze motors Crispi Boots
since 2001
since 2001

Contact:

<shop@paraglidingrainbow.com>

Reseller of Bräuniger & Icom

www.poliglide.com.au

0428 666 843
PARAGLIDING CENTRE

Andrew Polidano CFI

Western Australia
Australia Wide Services
Certified Paraglider
Repairer
Testing & Repairs

Professional Paragliding
➲
➲
➲
➲
➲
➲

Tandem Introductory Flights
Paragliding Courses and Certifications
Pilot Development Clinics
Free Introduction course
Tandem Endorsements
Sales and Service

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd
Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au>
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]

State of Origin 2014, Manilla NSW
Photo: Rod Burke
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New South Wales

We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best,
our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding
Champion) has been involved in paragliding since 1990 &
instructing for over 10 years.

Courses

➲ Comprehensive testing
and repairs to all
paragliders
➲ Fully equipped service and
repair agents for: Advance,
Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin, Gradient, Mac Para,
Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, Paratech, Sky, Skywalk, Swing,
UP
➲ Full written report
➲ Harness repair and modifications
➲ Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
➲ Parachute repacking
➲ Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, New
Zealand and Asia
➲ Prompt turnaround

➲
➲
➲
➲
➲
➲

Introductory & HGFA licence course
Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
SIV courses
Tow courses
XC tandem flights
Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.

➲ E stablished since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based
on the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school
has access to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate
in the Cooloola National Park including Teewah and
world famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State,
we fly all year round, 60km cross-country flights
have been achieved in winter!
➲ FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your
own pace, between eight to 10 days.
➲ REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the
experts.
➲ INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and
the knowledge.
➲ SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, tradein, maintenance and repairs.
➲ YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
[www.activeflight.com.au]

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>
[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581

Advertising Index – August | September 2014
Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]
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2014 Canungra HG Classic
CASA – Close Call
FREE HG XC Clinic Canungra
HGFA Document Map System
HGFA Visiting Pilots Membership
Manilla Paragliding – Ascent
Manilla Paragliding – Axess 3
Manilla Paragliding – Flying Accessories
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23
28
27
9
39
25
15
IBC

Moyes Gliders
Natalie’s Travel Insurance
Niviuk Sydney
OneSmallPlanet
Paragliding Headquarters
Skymec Paramotors
WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses

BC
25
13
27
IFC
IBC
11

<lisa@extremeair.co.nz>
Phone: 0457 287 200

Visiting Pilot Pre-paid (Blue)
Membership – Policy Change
The HGFA Committee of Management
passed a motion at its 4/2/2014
meeting that effects a change in
policy regarding ‘Prepaid Visiting Pilot
Membership’ applications.
Motion Passed: That the HGFA remove
Pre-Paid Visiting Membership Applications
– commencing immediately.
Visiting Pilot Membership Applications
are available as follows:
1. VPM Online Member Services available:
	Got to [www.hgfa.asn.au] and select
or
2.	Hard Copy > Forms are available from
[hgfa.asn.au] website under ‘Forms’
and complete the following:
•	MEM-02 HGFA Visiting Pilot
Membership Application
•	MEM-07 HGFA Release Assumption
of Risk & Warning – Oct2012
• Include a scanned copy of current
credentials
HGFA Office Manager
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Classifieds

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per issue will
be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by email <office@hgfa.
asn.au>, fax: 03 93367177 or post: 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042. The deadline is the 1st of the month, one
month prior to publication date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission of the
classified must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include your contact details (for
prospective buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verification) and the State under which you would like the classified
placed. (Note that the above does not apply to commercial operators. Instructors may place multiple classified entries, but
will be charged at usual advertising rates.)

Advertising Guidelines

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the maintenance requirements as
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should
always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of maintenance logs for the
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment

Sting 3 168, near new. Minimal hours wing, serviced & checked
by Airborne. Owner leaving the sport – $3800, can freight
anywhere. Contact: Phil & 043848 4864.
Aeros Combat-GT comp spec 2012 model, $6,500, for further
info contact: Neil & 0407 463 668 or <waxed64@yahoo.com>.

Microlights & Equipment

General Classifieds
Kangook.com

The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection
with prices. Contact: Ron & 0403 975041.

Concertina Bag

PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3
concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA
SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, [www.parasupply.com].

Annual General Meeting

Notice of Meeting
The 2014 AGM will be held in
Western Australia
on Saturday 20 September
and Sunday 21 September 2014.
The venue will be advised on the
HGFA website [www.hgfa.asn.au]
as soon as possible.
HGFA Office Manager

Press To Talk System

PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/
PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA
SUPPLY/PTT sys, [www.parasupply.com].

Airborne Edge 582 T2-2658, 745 hrs on base, 245 hrs since
engine overhaul, 600 hrs on wing, electric start, tow kit,
three-blade Ivo prop, Tundra tyres, strobe light, landing
light, VHF, GPS, helmets & intercom, full travel covers,
training bars. See flying footage at [www.youtube.com/
watch?v=so2ERpoSDsO] – $7800 ono. Contact: & 0418 554
872 or <swillsy@bigpond.net.au>.
Airborne XT912 Tundra with Arrow wing, 190 hrs on base, 20
hrs on wing, Microair radio, always hangared (Maitland, NSW)
– $45000 negotiable. Contact: Pete & 0438 056 279.
Nanolight Powerlight Trike, Australian made, Corsair 175
engine, 25hp, 100 hrs, new seat belts, incl. carry/set-up frame
on wheels & covers, airworthy, plus Sting 2XC wing, two spare
DTs, all in excellent condition, $6750. Contact: Steve & 0401
861 129 (Brisbane).

Strzlecki desert, 2013
Photo: Hayden Leeke
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Pilots are reminded that equipment flown and equipment used should reflect the pilots actual rating and
experience. All training must be carried out using certified equipment with initial pilot certificate training
using student/novice rated equipment.
John Twomey, HGFA Operations Manager
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