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Annecy 2014
The 2014 Women’s, Class 2 & 5 and
Sport Class World Championships
were held between 21 June and 5
Nearly there…
July 2014 in Annecy. Located 40km
south of Geneva on the western edge of French Alps, Lake Annecy
is about 20km long and is mostly bounded by the Haute-Savoie
mountains. It is a beautiful area, offering all kinds of mountain and
water-based activities and, of course, flying.

The Aussie team

Presentation ceremony

by Phil Schroder
Lederhosen – cute

T

he comp HQ was located in Doussard at the
south end of the lake – a more provincial, rural
and much nicer area than the high end tourist
city of Annecy.
Annecy is already famous as a paragliding Mecca.
There are 1,200 registered hang glider pilots in France
and 22,000 paraglider pilots. By the look of it, quite a
lot of them fly at Annecy!
From a hang gliding perspective, the area offers an
interesting and challenging range of flying. Your resolve
is tested every time you cross the lake or fly into the
high mountains.

Why I Went

Annecy was an opportunity for me to fly with other
Class 2 gliders and perhaps learn more about flying my
Swift. I own one of the three Swifts in Australia that fly
regularly, but as we all live far apart, flying with another
Swift happens rarely.
I love the mountains and Annecy was a chance to fly
the French Alps, an opportunity to experience different
mountains and different conditions. I’d only had one
flight at Laragne years ago and had really liked it, so
much so that I wanted more.
Several pilots who had attended the Pre-worlds
reported that the comp was run well. I’ve been
disappointed in the past when high ranking comps were
spoiled by bad organisation and bureaucracy.

Heading into the high
mountains (right) and over
Lake Annecy (far right)

Finally, Annecy was also
a chance to make new acquaintances and make new friends.

The Logistics

It wasn’t possible to rent a glider
for the comp, so I had to send
mine over and back again. The
effort and cost of doing this had
me consider many times to take
a hang glider instead. Manfred
Ruhmer and Icaro were kind
enough to allow me to deliver my Swift to them as well
as store my shipping crates while I remained in Europe.
This was of great help, considering that the crate for the
wing box is 7m long and weighs 320kg empty and the
fuselage crate a mere 120kg. Their forklift was used to
unload the truck and reload when it was time to send the
glider back home.
Again, due to the size of the Swift, I couldn’t make
do with a car to transport it. I ended up buying a van
specifically chosen so the wing box could be securely
carried on the roof without too much overhang. The
van’s cargo area was just big enough to carry the
completely assembled fuselage. There were no hangars
or sheds at Doussard so this arrangement made setting
up and packing quicker. Most Swift pilots, as I do, have

Paragliders dropping in during launch

a trailer which makes this even easier and quicker again.
Unfortunately, it wasn’t feasible to also ship my trailer.

The Comp

I was told the weather for the 2013 Pre-worlds was
rather stable. We got a taste of this on the second last
day of our comp. Otherwise, we were fortunate with
the weather, completing seven valid tasks for Class 2. A
week later I drove through the area and it was very wet
and cold (10ºC max!) and it had been snowing.
The Doussard HQ and landing area was also the
Class 2 take-off. Since the valley is long and narrow, the
northerly valley wind blows just about every day, going
katabatic in the evening and making landing predictable
with respect to wind.
Three tow trikes were organised for us and for
our class’ 10 pilots it took only about 30 minutes to
get us all airborne. Even though the field looked quite
large, landing there could be a problem, particularly
when several gliders have to land at once. There were
several PG tandem operators and free-flyers using the
same field every day which compounded the problem.
The comp organisers admirably attempted to control
this and even though it was never really resolved, we
muddled through. The ideal solution was to make the
operators and free-flyers land somewhere else, but

it appears commercial, communication and logistical
issues prevented this.
The use of Live Tracking was new for me. It was
a pain to manage another gadget and worse, it was
mandatory for all pilots. By the end of the comp I had
changed my mind. Apparently the primary focus for this
was on marketing the comp and engaging spectators
and it seemed to do this to a degree. I do question
the accuracy of the live feed as the flow of data is
not instantaneous and watching in real time is pretty
boring. It’s much better when buffered and replayed
faster later, but it does give an idea where everyone
is and what’s happening. On a day when there were
thunderstorms around, Joel, our safety/weather/task
guy, could overlay our tracks with the weather radar to
ensure safety and allow the task to continue. Another
benefit for competing pilots was the post flight analysis
via replaying the live tracking. This was all online. Good
for the visiting pilot who travelled light without a laptop.
Unfortunately, it also doesn’t give you anywhere to
hide and within hours, the world knows how badly you
screwed up!

Pilot safety was discussed daily during the comp.
The aerial traffic congestion above the landing area did
eventually result in a mid-air, albeit without significant
physical injury. The sparse outlanding options also
figured in two injuries which were later attributed to
pilot error. There was some ‘muck raking’ by some who
were not there to suggest that competition pilot safety
was being compromised and that the area was inherently
dangerous. None of us felt this way at any of the pilot
briefings or meetings I attended. Sadly, on the last
flying day there was a fatality. Although the weather
or the terrain were not dangerous in themselves,
both contributed – the extremely stable conditions
necessitated flying close to the mountainsides to stay
up. Add to this a gaggle of 20 or more fighting for the
same sliver of lift and the unfortunate happened.
To successfully run a comp like this takes many
people. It was only when they were all gathered in one
place that one realised this – 30 to 40 of them, mostly
volunteers. Only with this kind of selfless contribution
could an event like this be successful. When you
consider that four separate competitions were being

run at once in the same area, I think the Annecy HG Club
did a great job.

Was it worth it?

Absolutely! It was one of the best flying experiences of
my life.

Thanks: From the Annecy HG Club, I’d like to thank Joel
Favre for his professionalism, enthusiasm and positive
can-do attitude. Some of it might have actually rubbed
off on me! He contributed a large part to making each
task we flew a success.
Even though he’s a multiple World champion in hang
gliding, Manfred Ruhmer is also a champion person. I
thank him for all of his help and advice.
Without my good friend, Hans Kiefinger’s help, the
van would have been far more difficult and costly to
organise. He looks great in lederhosen as well!
Thanks to temporary ex-patriot Trevor Scott and
partner Berengere Brasier for being such wonderful
hosts to this beautiful area and for retrieving me.

Looking back at Doussard

Getting the Swift packed and on its way
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Annecy 2014: The Women’s Worlds
What can I say about the Hang Gliding World Championships
in Annecy that you haven’t already heard on Facebook-land or
Twitter-dom? Let’s see…
by Kathryn O’Riordan

Flying on task

I

t was a fun competition because all the little things
made a big difference.
Sadly, on the last taskable day, a rigid wing pilot
died. This was a terrible blow to all of us, especially the
Japanese team, and a sad end to the competition – but
it didn’t define the competition.

A Typical Day

A typical day in Annecy started with a short briefing
for team leaders at headquarters. Some headed up the
hill shortly after to get a good spot on launch, but to be
honest, there’s so much waiting involved, it’s not worth
rushing up. After an energy-filled (i.e. artery-hardening)
breakfast of baguettes, croissants and pain au chocolats
my ‘all girl’ team (Jamie, H and our trusty driver Trudy)
would drive up the spectacularly beautiful and bendy
road to Col de Forclaz and, surprise, surprise, we would
still get a good spot to set up!
All four glider classes had different tasks and start
times so as not to have us all in the same part of the air
at the same time. However, on quite a few occasions the
tasks forced us all to pass each other in the air, so the
hangies still often shared thermals with the swifts or
rigids.
Class 2 (Swifts and Archaeopteryx) were towed
up from the landing field; shortly after the Class 5
Rigid Wing gliders launched, followed by the Women’s
class and lastly the Sports class.

A Few Facts

➲ Yoko Isimoto is our new Women’s World
Hang Gliding champion.

➲ Manfred Ruhmer won Swift class. Again.
➲ Mario Alonzi won the first ever Sports class title.
➲ Tim Grabowski, winner of the Rigid Wing class
is only 26 years old.

➲ There are a lot of paragliders in Annecy.
➲ The water in Annecy lake was surprisingly
warm this year.

➲ Launching was 100% trouble-free.
➲ The organised lunches on launch were really
very good.

➲ Doussard landing field kicks ass with music,
real French fries and cold beer!

➲ The scenery was breathtaking.
4
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Left: Our girls team (l-r): H, Trudy, Kathryn, Jamie
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The task committee would quite often send us over
the lake and back a few times, landing at Doussard
headquarters for downloading our tracklogs, some
beers, food and chilling out in the sunshine.

Launch Sites

The launch at Col de Forclaz has to be one of the most
stunning places you could ever want to hang out – for
both pilots and spectators alike.
With Mt Blanc behind us, the ‘Wolf’s teeth’ to our
right and the Razorback ridge in front, it makes for aweinspiring views. There are three launches on the hill – all
great. I can see why it’s one of the most popular (and
busiest) sites in Europe.
As a hang glider pilot, you could get a little annoyed
with the hundreds of paragliding tandem pilots and
paragliding newbies clinging to the hill, but once you get
clearance to launch and get away from launch, the flying
area really opens up. I was told by a local hangie that
there are at least 10 hang glider pilots on the hill every
weekend so it’s possible to have some great flights.
Our alternate launch was Semnoz, about an hour’s
drive from Doussard landing field. It’s a long ridge
with a beautiful top-landing area and a view to the
flatlands out in front – a perfect place to set up and
hang out. Unfortunately, the day we flew there the lift
was really light so nobody finished the task (not the
Women’s anyway).

A typical day task board

Kathryn launches at Semnoz

Photo: Ashanta Carnieletto
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Annecy 2014:

The Women’s Worlds

Semnoz take off

View of Lake Annecy

Jamie and I landed together that day in the beautiful
grounds of an old house. We got picked up by our
team and driven to a gelato shop for much needed
sugar-sustenance.

beforehand to get the lay of the land. If I was willing to
do all of these things, I have no doubt I can be amongst
it. Nevertheless, I have no regrets, I’m just living and
learning and enjoying the ride!

The Women’s Comp

And Finally…

The women’s comp had seven valid tasks over 10 days.
Cloudbase was higher than last year so we also got to fly
deeper into the high mountains, something I didn’t get
to do last year. Oh, and I made goal this year too, what
an awesome feeling that was!
The longer the comp went on, the more comfortable I
was at flying the area. Places I was not willing to fly the
first day, became second nature to me a few days later.
At the end of the comp I had mixed feeling about where
I placed, but in the end I got what I deserved (and I don’t
mean that in a negative way). When flying with the best
women in the world you can see exactly what they do
to make it to the top. They tweak their gliders (lower
their sprogs, etc.). They fly with ballast (Francoise flew
with 8kg some days). In comparison, I found my glide
was nowhere near some of the other girls’, even those
flying the same gliders. Honestly, they were probably
more determined and driven, more committed to diving
low into areas and more aggressive in thermals. It would
also have helped to fly the area a couple of weeks

Doussard landing zone
6
SKYSAILOR

Our ‘gîte’ in Doussard
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I really felt so privileged to have been part of such a wellorganised event in such a beautiful place. I fell in love
with Annecy and its surroundings and I have no doubt I’ll
be back – if not for the flying, then for the cheese, wine,
nougat, truffles…

Full results at [http://dca.ffvl.fr/hg2014/upload/comp_
result_Class1W-GeneralFinal-Officiel.html]

Launch at Col de Forclaz

Moyes girls (l-r):
Kathleen Rigg (10th),
Françoise Dieuzeide-Banet
(2nd), Kathryn O’Riordan,
Yoko Isimoto (1st),
Alexandra Serebrennikova
(7th) and Corinna
Schwiegershausen (3rd)

Landing in the valley between Razorback and Semnoz
October | November 2014
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Annecy 2014:

The Sports Class Worlds
Competing in a World Class event is not as intimidating as one
would think – and so it was for three quiet Australians who
had the wonderful opportunity to represent their class for their
country in the most spectacular of environments.
by Tony Giammichele
Phil, Kathryn and Tony

T

he French took on the challenge of putting
on the Worlds for 4 classes of gliders this
biennial, and they did it in style with pomp
and ceremony. Australia represented three of the four
classes, and despite not having the same support or
experience in flying in this unique place that other
countries had, I believe we represented our country with
integrity and pride.

How It Came About For Me

For the past two years I have been involved in the
HGFA Competitions Committee. Whilst responding to Phil
Shroder and Kathryn O’Riordan’s bids for their entries in
their respective classes for the World Championships
and processing their requests through the HGFA,
I became aware that there were four classes to be
contested in the 2014 event – namely Women’s Class
1, stick-shift controlled Swifts and Archaeopteryx Class
2, Rigid Wings Class 5 and Sports Class 1. Kathryn was
bidding for Women’s, Phil for Class 2 – hang on, no
one was putting in for the Sports Class! Why wasn’t
Australia represented in this attainable Class?
I made enquiries to find out who might be contesting
the Sports Class and Vicki Cain from Moyes told me she
knew of no one. Asking around whether any of the
higher ranked Sports Class pilots on the National Ladder

8
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were interested came up blank too. It was evident that
most of the top competition countries were submitting
a full team of up to five with some very talented pilots
representing all manufacturers. This was going to be a
serious World Class competition and Australia had no
representation. Light blub flash: I could throw my hat in
the ring and compete!
That’s how it all began and after much organising
and effort, I was about to achieve a life-long dream of
representing my country in the sport I am passionate
about – and I have to say, it was worth it! Many new
friends were made, experiences shared and I have taken
away memories that will last the rest of my life.

The Importance Of Understanding Your Glider And The Site

A brand new LiteSport 4 was purchased from Moyes
and shipped to Switzerland, care of dealer Freddy
Bircher, who assisted me greatly. Following my arrival
in Doussard, I test flew the glider and loved it straight
away. I hadn’t flown a king-posted glider in about 10
years, mostly flying topless gliders during that time, and
the LiteSport 4 was nothing like how I remembered the
older gliders. It handled well, flew straight, climbed like
an angel and was so easy to land. I couldn’t have been
happier – until the first day of competition…

For me, the comp was all about learning to prepare
correctly, with a focus on the glider. To that point, I had
been a novice at setting up gliders for competitions, but
by the end of this competition I had become increasingly
adept. Overall my scores reflected this: as the glider
was adjusted to be more competitive I gradually climbed
the results ladder. Each day I made another small glider
adjustment to eek out better performance – beginning
with lowering the sprogs to certified levels, moving the
hang point forward to gain acceleration at start gates
and on exiting thermals, adding ballast, and removing
any, even slight turns out of the wing. These were all
lessons well learnt, but would have been more effective
if done well before a major World Class competition!
The flying around Annecy is awesome, awesome,
awesome! It would be difficult to choose a more
picturesque place. Every day we crossed the lake or
climbed over the high Alps. We dealt with changing
conditions on the course line, learned to pick the correct
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lines between turnpoints and managed the ever-present
valley winds, watching out for signs of converging air to
gain altitude or becoming aware of the catabatic at the
LZ in the late afternoon – which could change the wind
direction 180º in an instant.
I learned that none of these were difficult to
understand or implement, but awareness was
everything. At this competition I found the more
experienced pilots were very happy to help and answer
any questions I might have about flying the conditions or
what to expect on course. I believe this is how a Sports
Class competition should be.

Validity Of A Sports Class
Worlds Competition

We had some interesting conversations over dinners
or on the hill during the comp, regarding the validity
of a Worlds Sports Class competition. The FAI was also
asking some serious questions, but in the end it seemed
apparent this was a great idea. World Class competition
was a way of encouraging interest and development
of Sports Class gliders and offered an opportunity for
Sports Class pilots to compete at an international level
to gain experience.
Some contention surrounded the choice as to who
should be eligible to compete; should it be limited to
Sports Class pilots only? The FAI will certainly be looking
at placing some limits on this and perhaps work out
where to place the cut off line. Personally, I don’t mind
competing against the best pilots in the world, whether
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they normally fly Open Class ‘topless’ gliders or not. I
believe the gliders were the levelling feature (provided
they were tuned correctly for competition flying and
safety) in giving every pilot an equal opportunity to
compete. I also believe it is possible for the best pilots in
the world to be beaten, and if not, one can certainly learn
much by just flying with them.
It will be interesting to see which rule changes will be
made before the next Sports Class Worlds competition
by the FAI and CIVL plenaries.

Safety – A Priority

The French did a magnificent job with the organising,
preparing and running of this competition. Most pilots
present would agree. I was impressed with the way
they acknowledged the CIVL and FAI representation at
the competition, and liked the way CIVL got involved
and ensured all gliders were adjusted within certified
limits. I was particularly impressed with the way ‘Safety’
was clearly identified as a priority in this competition.
Despite a few injuries, due to unfortunate changing
weather conditions, and the death of a rigid wing
pilot on one of the last few days, again in challenging
circumstances, the French can be comfortable within
themselves in the knowledge that everything that could
possibly be done to ensure this priority was attained.

In Summary

It would be great to encourage Sports Class pilots
more to compete in an international event such as a

Worlds competition. It is a magnificent opportunity
and the personal benefits are immense. However, I
would insist that pilots first achieve some successes
in local and national competitions because their skill
level needs refinement to ensure safe performance. I
would certainly encourage anyone to try and for those
pilots who fly topless gliders already yet would like the
opportunity to compete at a World level, I’d encourage
you to consider this class – this would also undoubtedly
improve the calibre of competition pilots in Australia. I
absolutely loved the experience for all of those reasons
above and for many more.
One more acknowledgement is required: As a
lonely Australian pilot representing my Class in an
international event, I could not have done without the
support of another Aussie expat, Trevor Scott, and
his lady, Berengere, who gave me fabulous support
and encouragement and shared some fantastic culinary
experiences with me. I must also mention the Americans
I teamed up with and who managed and supported me
without the slightest reservation. I have to say the guys
(and gal) in this team were the ‘real’ Sports Class heroes
of this competition – they were an inspiration to me in
what they achieved in their quest for success. Thank
you so much.
I do hope you have been inspired by the stories Phil,
Kathryn and I have put forward for your enjoyment. For
the next Worlds I expect to see many more applications
come across the HGFA desk…
Happy and safe flying.

Photos: Courtesy Tony Giammichele
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Vale Adam Parer

I

Adam lived for the freedom of flight and in his blog he said:
“Everyone’s desire for freedom is strong. I know mine is.
Aerobatics in a hang glider is the most effective means
I possess to satisfy my instinct for freedom.”
Good Bye Mate!
by Simon Plint

t was a Sunday afternoon. My wife, Tanya, and I had
just returned from a weekend in Sydney. We’d had
such a nice time that I had not given hang gliding
a second thought since we’d left. It wasn’t until I was
driving back past the Watagan Mountains west of
Newcastle that I wondered whether anyone was flying
on the coast. The typical sea-breeze convergence was
generating beautiful white clouds along the Sugarloaf
range in a blue sky on this last day of winter.
By the time we got home it was getting late, so I sat
down on the lounge and talked myself out of rushing to
the coast for a fly and instead poured myself a glass of
red. As I was about to take a sip, my daughter looked up
from her computer and yelled, “Dad! There was a hang
gliding accident in Newcastle today.”
“Really?” I reached for my laptop, opened a browser
and typed in the link, thinking ‘here come the phone calls
from family and friends asking if it was me or someone
I knew’. It usually never is and most often isn’t even a
hang gliding accident – but no phone calls came. The
page loaded and I saw why.
As I scrolled down the page I caught the bold headline:
‘Fatal hang-glider crash at Bar Beach’

Next followed a picture of a very familiar house
with a crumpled hang glider in the front yard, a missing
glass panel on the front fence, a close up of damaged
overhead powerlines and emergency services set up on
the footpath.
As the next image scrolled into view, it revealed a
brick building with a ‘FIRE STATION’ sign and the words
in my head came out loud, “It’s Adam!” Tanya gasped
with such shock she had to cover her mouth so as not to
suck all the air out of the room, but I still felt sick from
lack of oxygen.
Next Adam’s handsome, smiling face came into view.
He was dressed in his work clothes with a yellow helmet
under his arm with his name on it, ‘PARER’. He looked a
little stiff. The picture had been taken on his return to
work after his 2009 tumble near Gulgong. If it had not
been for the fact that he attached his chute bridle to his
harness rather than his glider he would have died then.
But no, fate saw fit to let us have him for a little longer.
Adam overcame the broken sternum and punctured lung
to come back stronger than ever.
10 SKYSAILOR
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I rang Swifty, our club president, and all he said
was to come down to the bowling club, everyone was
there. We shared tears and big hugs as we sat outside
in the beer garden with the lights of the emergency
services still flashing at the scene just up the road.
Younger members of the Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
wandered around at a loss. The pilot who had inspired
and mentored them was gone. This family of pilots which
had welcomed them in was changed forever. In every
sense of the word they had lost an older brother.
It has been a few days now, but everyone I talk
to is still trying to process what has happened. Not
only the fire brigade and the surfers, but also the
wider Newcastle community have expressed their grief
at the loss of Adam. The general public had become
accustomed to seeing beautifully coloured and graceful
wings passing overhead as they walked along the
shoreline – now the one that did such graceful loops
and wingovers, the one who’d smile and wave at them,
the one who’d made them actually stop and look up was
missing in action.
Adam was also a great surfer before he took up hang
gliding. I was one of the old guys when he was an up and
coming grommet. I had dropped out of surfing when I got
sick of having to hassle for each wave at Merewether in a
largely dog-eat-dog scene. I left Adam to the waves and
walked up the hill to see whether I could jump off in one
of those kite thingies. I met a community of pilots who
took the time to pass their knowledge on and keep an
eye out for one of their own. It made me feel safe.
After two years or so, I dropped out of hang gliding
and stayed away for about six years. I started a family
and a small business as well as a full time job at the
university. This took up most of my spare time. I lost
touch with a lot of friends and missed the freedom of
flying a lot. When I returned, the second person I met
was Adam. The first was Tony Barton who had lent me
a Fun to complete my endorsement flight. Tony sent
Adam to meet me at the bottom of the hill and fly the
glider back up. As I got out of my harness, this happy
kid came up to me and said with a smile, “You probably
don’t remember me, but you used to call me a grommet.”
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Within those six years of my

absence, Adam had taken up

hang gliding and become a tandem
pilot, a test pilot, a competition
pilot and an aerobatic pilot.
He excelled in every area.

I think the first competition I entered was Dalby and
Adam won it. I remember not being able to thermal high
enough to get past the boundary fence. As the sun was
setting towards the end of the last task of the comp,
Billo got me to jump in the back seat of his trike. We
headed out to see who was going to be first back to
goal and, sure enough, we found Adam on final glide as
he crossed low over the boundary fence heading for the
airstrip. He became an inspiration to me then and still is.
Adam was the pilot all other pilots wanted to
emulate. He had a powerful and accelerated launch. He
flew so smoothly, you’d think he was on rails, and he
could land wherever he liked. He had time to answer
your questions not only because he was a nice guy
but, unlike most of us, he was never in a hurry. I usually
rush to get my glider set up and get into the air before
it gets too light, but Adam could stay up in a sparrow’s
fart, so time was not an issue for him.
He loved his wife Laurence who he’d lost to Crohn’s
Disease. She missed him terribly when he was at
competitions. It was not uncommon to see Adam
taking long strides down the main street of Dalby early

All photos:
Courtesy
Simon Plint
from various
contributors
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HGFA Document
Map System
HGFA Document Map Register has been
developed to create a version control
system for all HGFA Forms, Manuals, and
Syllabus, which will allow all to view and
access the HGFA documentation structure.
Due to recent Entry Control Procedures
placed by CASA, the HGFA Document
Map will assist in meeting compliance
obligations.
A single point of access to view the HGFA
Document Map Register and forms are
available on the HGFA website location:

[www.hgfa.asn.au] – ‘Forms’

Vale Adam Parer

The objective is to ensure the correct
Version Control is used at all times by
members, HGFA Instructors and HGFA
National Office.
Current Version: v2.0 Oct 2012
HGFA Office Manager

in the morning with his phone up to his ear. He would
calm Laurenz while the traffic veered around him.
He loved animals and had two dogs, Oscar and
Puzzle, which he treated as his children.
One day I saw Adam land his glider, walk down to
the beach and return with a wounded bird. He then got
into his car and drove it to a vet. When he returned we
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had all bombed out in the light conditions, but Adam
just jumped back into his glider and flew around for
another hour.
He was generous. Adam found out that I was
considering to buy a secondhand harness at $1000,
then offered me the same type, near new, for $500
because that was all it had cost him. He could have easily
sold it for $2000.
Adam had a great sense of humour. On a long retrieve
(I think he and Camo had flow 334km), Adam told us
the story of a pilot who had been injured while flying in
the Canungra comp. Ray had gotten too low in a treed
valley and had been knocked out for a while. Adam and

Camo went to find him and eventually did. Ray had to be
taken to hospital and they waited for a long time until
Ray woke up. Adam and Camo went in to talk to him and
explain the need to always having three landing options.
Adam was genuinely concerned for Ray and wanted to
get through to him the importance of putting safety
before points. After Adam had spent considerable time
explaining this, Ray announced, “I saw a guy in a chopper
today.” Adam just looked at Camo and said, “Let’s call
him ‘Chopper’.”
Adam was also a wordsmith. We all enjoyed his posts
to the club website. He was able to share every detail of
his flights with you through his carefully chosen words
and observations. This is how he described scratching
his way back up above the hill in light conditions from
70ft above the beach – it also gives you some insight
into how he could stay up in light lift:
“The air was silk and the glider translated every
subtle variation in the airflow as it drifted up the
cliff. The hill climbed and changed shape and the air
changed accordingly: a little stronger in some areas,
but transitioning back to light stuff as it was forced
into a different direction, or forced to slow down and
sometimes eddy a little in the ‘back-up zone’ before
working its way through to a path of least resistance.
Hugging the face a bit more in the hunt for a few more
feet per second meant being closer to the boundary
layer where even this seamless sea-breeze showed
some rough edges as it tried to blend in with the more
angular and rocky profile of the cliff. The fourth pass
gained about 10ft. Slowly, but surely, we took the
smooth elevator up to 300ft.”
October | November 2014

“And there I’ll celebrate.”

Adam Parer 11/4/1967 to 31/8/2014
Adam was not a saint though. He had a mischievous
side. A childhood friend told me he liked to blow up
letterboxes and hide in waiting for the owners to come
out. He also got himself thrown off the OZ Report for
stirring things up.
Early on I created our club website became very
concerned when a user named ‘Parks’ began hurling
defamatory remarks at Adam. Adam called me wanting
me to find out who this was. I checked back through
the logs and found that Park’s posts originated from
an IP address belonging to a fire station. When I passed
this on to Adam, he told me he wasn’t surprised since
there were a couple of fire fighters who didn’t like him.
Naively, I accepted this and cancelled Park’s user account
before it dawned on me that ‘Parks’ was Adam. He’d
October | November 2014

set up an alias in order to have arguments with himself
online! This had to be the reason because how could
anyone not like him?
Acknowledgements:

I would like to thank all those who sent their stories and
pictures of Adam for this article. I will pass them on to
his family.
In particular, I would like to thank Grant Eldridge for the
photos of Adam flying at Merewether. Grant and his family
were part of the crowd that formed to watch Adam flying.
When he heard of the accident he contacted me so I could
pass the photos on to his family and friends. “You could
see how much he loved his flying,” he said when I met him
to collect the pictures.
SKYSAILOR

13

A few inches from riches...
Steve Elkins, a friend of mine and founder of Avian, the last
surviving hang glider manufacturer in the UK, recently lost
a court case to claim a £30,000 prize. It was the jackpot prize
for the first pilot to fly a limited wing span glider 100m off
a 10m high tower. I was there with him in the same competition
and was closely involved in the events as they unfolded. Let me
share the story with you…
by Mike Thorn

Mike’s Sunday tailwind launch

I

started flying hang gliders in 1976, and in 1978 I
entered the first birdman competition in Western
Australia. It was a thrilling day, with my old flying
buddy Mike Ipkendanz winning the day and the prize
money on his home-built rigid wing.
Fast forward to 2009: I was living in the UK and
entered the Worthing Birdman rally with an old hang
glider in need of retirement. I knew Steve had been
in a few of these events and was doing well with his
modified Evo hang glider.
The event was started in 1971 and is the longest
running birdman competition in the world. It has been
held at three locations over the years, all on the south
coast of England, in towns with a traditional Victorian
pier. For this event, the Worthing pier received a
substantial launch platform pointing south-west over
the cold currents and tidal flows of the English Channel.
The event had been moved from Bognor Regis a few
years earlier after its pier was shortened and Worthing
was determined to make this a major event by calling
it the ‘Worthing International Birdman’. I was their sole
international pilot, but this didn’t prevent a friendly
bunch of die-hard pommie hangie eccentrics from giving
it a go. Being one myself, I felt right at home!
After many years of difficult conditions, this day
looked as good as it gets: a light breeze from the SW,

Steve’s distance has since been bettered. In 2014 Ron Freeman, who has been
competing for 15 years in this event, flew an incredible 159.4m. For more info and
results plus video go to [www.worthingbirdman.co.uk/].

Pilots are reminded that equipment flown and equipment used should reflect the pilots actual rating and
experience. All training must be carried out using certified equipment with initial pilot certificate training
using student/novice rated equipment.
John Twomey, HGFA Operations Manager

FAI Gold Air Medal
Honours Bill Moyes
Mike’s modified Rumour and the re-emerging glider

Retrieving both our damaged gliders

calm seas and sunny skies. Could this be the year the
100m was achieved for the first time ever?
I recall being about 4th off the launch and had an
okay flight in my old Solar Wings Rumour with modified
(hacked off) wing tips. A big run, dive to gain airspeed,
then skimming the water in ground effect gave me a 64m
flight until a wave grabbed my basebar and dunked me.
The glider semi-sunk while being towed back to shore and
was cut loose to deal with the currents of the day.
Racing back to help Steve on launch, I had a good
feeling he might just make it in these ideal conditions.
I was calling the wind speeds for him and when it hit
6kt he was off! He expertly converted his launch speed
into the best glide speed and flew a shallow arc to use
the crosswind component. He just kept going and going,
showing great skill in coaxing the best glide out of his
wing. Eventually, getting into ground effect, he pushed

on to the 100m marker buoys, plopping into the water
right next to a buoy. It looked like he had flown far
enough, but it was very hard to judge from the launch
platform. Then came the stunning announcement that
he had landed just five inches short of the imaginary
line. The video played on the big screen and, by gosh,
it seemed too close to judge. Here is the link to the last
part of his flight and the landing [www.youtube.com/
watch?v=31FFYSC2bzE].
Steve’s glider also had to be cut adrift and once the tide
receded, three hours later, our gliders re-emerged 1.5km
away. Mine was totally wrecked and Steve’s suffered a
broken crossbar with a big hole through the sail.
Together we discussed how it was possible that
such a distance as five inches could be measured so
accurately in the circumstances. The organisers claimed
they were using the triangulation method from the pier
and the shore with instrument called winklefixes. All
we had to go on as evidence was the finish line buoy.

Mike flying his Bautek Kite in WA
14 SKYSAILOR

We decided the buoys
could be floating on the
water well beyond the
100m mark because of
the current flowing away
from the pier. I had the
bright idea to mark the
buoy with a GPS and then
mark the base of the pier
so we could verify this.
In no time I was out there
Mike heads out in a canoe to take GPS readings
with a canoe and GPS so
Steve could use this data.
Steve then went away to fix the snapped carbon-fibre crossbar poking through his
sail so he could fly again on Sunday. He also sold me an old Avian Amour for £80 so I
too could fly again the next day. I didn’t want to lose this glider too and decided to fit
my air mattress inside the wing.
Sunday was a cross/tailwind day and the best thing about our flights were the
amazing photos of us doing massive downwind stalls off the launch platform. It was
the first time I have ever hit the keel with my feet!
Steve looked at the GPS data which confirmed the buoy was more than 100m from
the pier, then decided to lodge a protest. The organisers referred it to their insurer
who refused to pay, insisting that their measuring equipment was accurate and the
judges decision was final.
Steve battled away for almost four years to prove that he did fly 100m and was
entitled to the winnings.The judge sadly saw it otherwise and Steve lost his challenge.
Judge Simpkiss poignantly concluded, “It’s one of those things that’s happened
that would have been much better if it hadn’t.” Alas, Steve was left to deal with the
consequences. So nea… yet so far…
I’m sure Steve would appreciate some kind words to help him through this
disappointing personal outcome.
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Announced on 17 July 2014, the award will be presented
at a forthcoming FAI conference in Thailand.
by Vicki Cain

T

he award is one of the two highest the FAI
can grant. It was first awarded in 1925 and
is reserved for: “those who have contributed
greatly to the development of aeronautics by their
activities, work, achievements, initiative or devotion to
the cause of aviation.”
Previous recipients of the award include transAtlantic aviator Charles Lindbergh, first human in Space
Yuri Gagarin and the first pilot to break the sound
barrier Chuck Yeager.
In their nomination the HGFA set out why Bill
deserved to be honoured in this way:
“As John Dickenson, inventor of the Modern Hang
Glider and FAI Air Gold Medal recipient, declared: ‘Bill
Moyes developed the sport from a local phenomenon
to a worldwide one of staggering proportion, and

October
October
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| November
20142014

thousands and thousands of people are now flying
because of what he’s been doing.’”
Bill learned to fly in 1967 and stretched the
Dickinson wing limits: breaking successive altitude and
endurance records, being the first to fly off a mountain
and soar on a ridge.
In 1969, he started selling his own gliders
and went around the USA, Europe and the Pacific,
giving demonstrations, promoting his trade, raising
awareness, making followers, spreading knowledge
about the Dickenson wing, proving that it could soar,
glide and go up like no other.
When CIVL was created, Bill was involved as a
Delegate or Vice-President for nine years. He played a
pivotal part in changing hang gliding from a recreational
activity into an internationally recognised sport.

In 1969, Bill Moyes founded ‘Delta Wing Kites and
Gliders’, which became ‘Moyes Gliders’ and grew to
become the most successful hang glider manufacturer,
still operating today and having sold thousands of
gliders, all with a reputation of combining safety,
sturdiness and performance.
Now over 80 years old, Bill is still active in hang
gliding circles, in manufacturing and competitions.
CIVL and the Australian NAC believe that Bill Moyes,
although closely defeated last year for the FAI Air Gold
Medal, rightly deserve to be nominated again. He would
certainly be a worthy recipient.

[www.fai.org/civl-news/38450-fai-gold-air-medalfor-bill-moyes].
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My SIV
Experience

When I signed up for my first SIV course, I had no idea how
much I was about to learn…
by Matthew Tillson

The Adventure Begins

It’s 9am on Saturday morning and I’m milling around
outside Beechmont Hall, in Beechmont on the Gold Coast,
enjoying some sunshine and waiting to learn how to
repack my reserve chute ready for the following day’s
SIV course.
Despite the sunshine, my nerves are jangling with
apprehension as I wonder what to expect over the next
four days. I make sure to follow the repacking directions
to the letter – just in case! Repacking your reserve by
yourself can be quite challenging, it’s advisable to have a
qualified instructor on hand to supervise and show you
how to do it and to enlist the help of a buddy for all the
tucking and folding.

By Sunday afternoon I have checked the forecast and
packed my gear: glider, newly repacked reserve, harness,
waterproof radio and all of the essentials needed for
four days away paragliding at Lake Barambah in southeast Queensland.
Leaving from Brisbane, I reach Nambour, a town
nestled in the foothills of the Blackall Range, around
3pm and head for SEQ Paragliding Headquarters. Lead
by Shane Gingell (SEQ Paragliding, Sunshine Coast) and
Andrew Polidano (Poliglide, Byron Bay) the afternoon’s
informal but informative briefing provides myself
and the other seven pilots attending the course with
detailed insights into what to expect over the coming
days. After all of the ‘what not to do’ videos, the room

full of novice pilots feels (fairly) confident we can
complete the tasks ahead of us.

Day 1: Off To A Slow Start

I wake early, after a very restless night’s sleep, to find
myself cold, hungry and equal parts fearful and excited.
I prepare myself for what is to come by watching more
SIV videos on YouTube and run through the sequences
in my mind, again and again and again. After meeting
back up with my fellow pilots, we discuss what each of
us expects day one to entail. Conditions are quite strong
early in the morning, so our first day didn’t get under
way until well after lunch. Around 1pm, the skies clear,
the wind drops to around 10kt and the sun shows its

pretty face. Despite the natural beauty around me, my
stomach churnes with nervous anticipation.
With more flight time than the majority of other
pilots, we agree – between Andrew, Shane and myself –
for me to be the wind tech and tow up first. I exhilarate
to get off the ground and straight into the first of my
SIV manoeuvres – Pitch Oscillations. Unfortunately, the
towline breaks, cutting my first flight short, and I find
myself back on the ground and at the back of the queue
much quicker than expected.
Sitting on the banks of the lake, surrounded by
gum trees and brown wild grasses, I watch my cohorts
run through their first five SIV manoeuvres: Pitch
Oscillations, Asymmetric Collapse, Dynamic Asymmetric
Collapse, Full Frontal and Dynamic Full Frontal. Having
seen everyone else complete, and taken note of the
feedback they were provided from the instructors, I take
to the skies again with greater confidence in my abilities
than previously.
My first 60% Asymmetric Collapse is more stable
than I expected it to be; perhaps a reflection of the
Nova Ion 2’s passive flying nature. This fuels my
confidence and I approach the Dynamic Collapses with
gusto. Reaching up the A-lines, and with speedbar fully
extended, I reef the lines down to my chest, anticipating
a full frontal collapse. As the wing folds above me, I feel
a rush of wind on my face and, before I know it, the wing
recovers to full flight almost as if nothing had happened.
My next exercise is a Dynamic Full Frontal – the
manoeuvre that causes me most angst. Moving into
a succession of increasingly deep Pitch Oscillations, I
prepare myself mentally and physically (both mind and
sphincter were tensed) for the collapse. Surprisingly,
the glider collapsed and recovered with ease and only a
slight surge requiring counteraction.
By the end of the afternoon, each and every pilot is surprisingly exhausted, considering we had
only begun at lunchtime. We each make our way back to our accommodation for a quick bite to eat
and a shower before our evening debrief. As you may imagine, that night I slept more soundly than
the one previous.

Dynamic
Full
Frontal

B-Line Stall

Stall

Day 2: Spiral Dives & Stalls

An early start and we are at the lake by 7am with a big day ahead of us all. This is the day we planned
to really put our gliders through their paces – starting off with Spiral Dives. As a fairly competent
novice, I thought I had done Spiral Dives before, but nothing prepared me for these! As on the previous
day, Andrew is a supportive instructor whose radio guidance enables me to complete the moves with
confidence (and at speed!). The g-forces experienced are immense and the rate of descent incredible;

Nose Down Spiral

Full Stall

60% Asymmetric
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full control of your body is the only way to perform this
maneuver successfully. Obviously, on my first attempt,
none of that happened! Instead, having gently pulled
the brake lines into stall, I waited for the small amount
of weightlessness I expected. To my surprise, the fallback and experience of weightlessness are both more
intense than I had imagined. The strength needed to
keep the brake lines in stall is at least double what I had
expected. It’s so strong, in fact, that my right arm is
ripped from stall back to flight in a split-second, causing
minor damage to my bicep (and that’s my good drinking
arm!). My legs go left, right, then above my head, with
the wing spinning and almost twisting the lines. A huge
forward surge and I’m out, flying straight again. My next
attempt goes much more smoothly with all limbs tucked
in, feet securely tucked under the harness and a more
realistic expectation of what is about to happen.

Flat Spin

Day 3: Spins & Reserve Throw

Here comes the reserve…
a breathtaking experience soon followed by B-line Stalls.
Compared to the last manoeuvre, these felt somewhat
benign. Nevertheless, they require significant strength
to pull and hold the lines tightly and give me quite an
arm workout.

Topping off the day is the dreaded Full Stall – the
exercise that had most concerned me since signing up
for the SIV course. It is everything I had imagined and
the rest of the day is taken up with tow after tow and
Full Stall after Full Stall for all of us on the course. Using
strength, concentration, very minor inputs, and keeping

By now the nerves have subsided and everyone is keen
to get into the day’s activities. The forecast predicts
strong winds and rain moving in, so we arrive at the lake
ready to get as much in as possible before conditions
change. Into the air and straight into my first spin,
all goes well apart from my glider going into tail slide
halfway into the manoeuvre. Over the radio I hear, “Let’s
try it with hands up,” so I pull quickly on the right hand
brake and keep my left hand high. This induces a spin
I hold for two rotations before exiting and preparing
for my Reserve Deployment. One practice throw, then
the handle is in my hand. I throw as hard as I can to my
right, the reserve flying behind me. Within moments
I’m reaching for a brake line to haul in my paraglider as
quickly as possible. The effort needed to pull down the
glider is extreme and something I’m not able to 100%
achieve on this attempt before hitting the water. Shane
and the retrieval boat are with me in seconds and, before
I know it, we are on our way back to shore. The rest of
the day is spent drying my gear whilst I watch the other
pilots throw their reserves and plunge into the lake,
blissfully unaware of how cold the water really is.
In hindsight, I have to say that this was one of the
most amazing paragliding experiences I have ever had
and I highly recommend that all pilots undertake an SIV
course. I’ve learnt more in three days than I have in the
last 12 months of flying and have Shane, Andrew and my
fellow pilots to thank for this.
Next stop: Acro, baby!

Pull those
lines in!

Our course crew and instructors
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Flying the new Gradient Freestyle 3 at Rainbow Beach
Photo: Tex Beck

Experiencing

Extreme Air
in Queenstown, NZ

Flying over the lake in Queenstown on the tour

Our flight lands early at
Queenstown Airport. The
sun is just rising and,
like a curtain ascending,
swathes the countryside
in a dappled light that reveals some of the most breathtakingly beautiful scenery on the planet.
by Giles Andreatta

Flying tour in Queenstown 2014

B

Giles Andreatta and ED

esides its beauty, Queenstown is also known as the ‘Adventure
Capital of New Zealand’. It is popular with thrill seekers from all
over the world who are looking for adventure and excitement,
chasing activities such as bungy jumping, jet boating, white water rafting, canyoning and
hang gliding – but I’m here to go paragliding. This beautiful alpine resort town and its
surrounding mountains are notorious for consistently flyable conditions.
CFI Lisa Bradley runs Canungra Sky Sports flight school, teaching hang gliding and
paragliding. Between November and February Lisa and John Smith organise paragliding
and hang gliding tours utilising a number of sites around Queenstown and Wanaka.
Immediately, you know you are in good hands. Both their qualifications and experience
is vast with years of local and international flying. When you combine this with their
familiarity of all the Queenstown flying sites and knowledge of local conditions, I’m
assured that prudent decisions are being made.
Paramount to feeling absolutely convinced I have made the right choice of company to
fly with, was their care and concern with regard to safety. Strict protocols are followed
Giles Andreatta looks out over the
Remarkables in Queenstown
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Experiencing

Extreme Air

in Queenstown, NZ

Working on the training hill with Lisa

and attention paid to situations at hand. Did I
mention they are also nice people? Ideal teachers
for the sport. I had a ball! As a pilot with only eight
hours of flying experience, I wanted to work on
my skills, continue to build my confidence and fly
mountains. I did all that and more.
It is not always easy to fly as regularly as
I would like. Work commitments, weather
conditions and other life distractions means flying
doesn’t always get the high priority I would like it
to have in my life. So to have the opportunity to
fly on a regular basis in the company of my fellow
paraglider pilots was fantastic.
Day after day, much of our time was spent
thermalling and soaring above the Queenstown
area and over the beautiful southern lakes. Absolutely
awesome!
When we couldn’t fly, which I might add was not
very often, we worked on ground handling, launching
and landing proficiency. These occasions provided an
opportunity to hone and refine skills and techniques
under guidance and instruction. There is always
something else to learn! And it is not just new pilots
like me who can benefit from Lisa and John’s expertise.
Pilots of all levels can enjoy this tour or continue to work
on further qualifications through the courses offered.
Breathtaking scenery, new site experiences –
whatever the reason, a Mountain Flying Course is an
excellent way of getting many hours of airtime in some
spectacular mountain country and in great company.
This is definitely a permanent fixture on my travel/
flying agenda in the future.

Coronet Peak take off with tour

Opposite page: Landing at the
flight park cafe in Queenstown
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Left: Adam Stevens doing his best to obey
HGFA rules by staying away from clouds

News

Previous record:	56.59km/h (12.2.1998, Rohan
Holtkamp, Australia)
Claim number:
17043
Type of record: 	Speed over an out-and-return
course of 100km
Course/location: Nullabor National Park (Australia)
Performance: 90.41km/h
Pilot: 			 Jonny Durand (Australia)
Hang glider: 		Litespeed RX 3.5/Moyes Gliders
Date:			28.1.2014
Previous record: 	75.73km/h (09.1.1998, Tomas
Suchanek, Czech Rep.)

New FAI Hang Gliding World Records

FAI has ratified the following Class O (Hang Gliding and
Paragliding) World records:
Sub-class: O-1 (HG with a rigid primary structure/
controlled by weightshift) – General Category

Claim number:
17042
Type of record: 	Speed over an out-and-return
course of 300km
Course/location: Nullabor National Park (Australia)
Performance: 71.28km/h
Pilot: 			 Jonny Durand (Australia)
Hang glider: 		Litespeed RX 3.5/Moyes Gliders
Date:			28.1.2014

Claim number:
16969
Type of record: Out-and-return distance
Performance: 353km
Pilot: 			 Thomas Weissenberger (AUT)
Date:			3.11.2013
Hang glider: 		 Moyes RS 3.5
Claim number:
16968
Type of record: 	Free out-and-return distance
Performance: 339.9km
Pilot: 			 Thomas Weissenberger (AUT)
Date:			27.10.2013
Hang glider: 		 Moyes RS 3.5
The FAI congratulates the pilots on their splendid
achievements.

Sting 2

Product News
Nanolights Are In Demand

Our popular models are the V-Lite and the T-Lite. We
decided to switch from the Bailey engine on the T-lite
to a Polini 190 E (Electric Start). The 190 Polini has more
power and, although a two-stroke, is relatively quiet.
The attraction of the nanolight is its simplicity, its
low cost and transportability. The whole aircraft is very
light, from 70kg for the V Lite, and only takes 15 to
20 minutes to put together. The V-Lite wing can also
double as a hang glider! Nanos can be used for soaring
and it’s possible to turn the motor off in lift and climb
in thermals – conserving fuel at the same time. This
also gives the pilot a challenge and we may soon see
competitions where pilots are allowed a few litres of fuel
and are tasked to stay airborne for the longest duration
possible using a combination of fuel natural thermal lift.
There is no more fun than flying these little trikes
cross-country with your mates. Nanos take off and land
so slowly they only need a small paddock to fly from.
Check out the videos at [www.youtube.com/watch?v
=KFIuc9NTGqQ&list=UUfQThEsQ9-vOMAZtYjCe8gw] and
[www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYtzCgt574Y&list=UUfQT
hEsQ9-vOMAZtYjCe8gw].
Rob Hibberd, Airborne

Airborne at Belmont Airport

Aeropelican or Belmont Airport will eventually
become the new base for Airborne. Once a busy
commuter airport, it operated high frequency flights
direct into Sydney International using de Haviland
DH-6 Twin Otters. As part of Ansett Airlines,
Aeropelican went into administration around 2001.
Airborne had a great relationship with the airline
who allowed us to run a wing pitch test rig at the
airfield. Using a dual wheel trailer, the trike wing
sat high up on top of a load cell. We would tow the
trailer in between busy morning flights, collecting
pitch data as part of our certification program.
Needless to say we’ve had our eye on the airfield for
an Airborne venue for some time.
Airborne is part of a consortium which has
purchased the airport and plan to develop it further
for sports aviation use and hopefully encourage
another commuter service to operate again.
Rob Hibberd, Airborne
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Skywalk Range Air

With the Range Air, Skywalk introduces one of the lightest
fully enclosed reclining harnesses on the market. Next to
its extremely light weight (1.9kg for S size), the Range
Air offers optimised aerodynamics, an unusually small
packing volume and convincing safety features.
The LFT/EN certified Range Air was developed from
Paul Guschlbauer’s
X-Alps harness and is
a ‘must have’ for pilots
looking for weight
and performance
optimised equipment.
The 3S single-layer
technology of the
seat design allows for
October | November 2014

hours of relaxed flying because the system adapts itself
to the contours of your body.
The days of bulky and unwieldy XC equipment are
definitely over! More info at [www.skywalk.info].
Manfred Kistler, Skywalk

Sting 2 – For Those Who Have Big Plans

The Sting 2 is the updated version of the nearly
legendary Sting – the paraglider with combined
certification which is probably the world’s biggestselling paramotor glider. Sting 2 fans had to wait a long
time for the new version – we were thorough when it
came to development. We wanted the Sting 2 to improve
on the flight characteristics of its predecessor for its
various uses, while at the same time still being suitable
for training. This means (in Germany at least) LTF/EN-A
certification, ie: maximum passive safety. In certification
for motorised flight, here at Swing we decided not to
take the easier option of foreign certification, but to
carry out all necessary flight testing in accordance with
airworthiness requirements for paramotor wings in
Germany, with an appropriately extended weight range.
Another aim was to create a paraglider with
performance data and handling which would appeal to
all pilots who enjoy flying as a top priority. The Sting
2’s special feature: speed bar travel can be extended
in just a few quick steps so the speed range available
is increased for free flight. This turns the EN-A glider
suitable for learners into
a mid-level EN-B glider, so
the Sting 2 evolves along
with the pilot’s skills. The
Sting 2 combines modern
PG design with excellent
properties in thermal
flying and top flight
behaviour when used in
motorised flight.
More details at [www.
swing.de] or contact
Poliglide for prices and
motorised
courses
<andrew@poliglide.com>.
Andrew Polidano,
Poliglide

Syride Sys’Nav – Mini GPS/Vario With Navigation

The French GPS and Alti-Vario manufacturer Syride has
just released the new fully featured Sys’Nav flying
instrument.
Weighing in at just 83g, the Sys’Nav is a perfect
choice for XC pilots, Hike&Fly enthusiasts and every one
looking for a lightweight flying instrument with full GPS
navigation, waypoints and task function.
The SYS’NAV offers 2 fully user-definable screens,
back lit LCD display and can store up to 90 flying hours
(at 1 second interval) via a rechargeable built-in Li-Ion
battery.
In addition, Syride has implemented the navigation
function, airspace, way points, GoTo function which
makes it the best lightweight choice on the market for
XC flying as well as competition use.
The Sys’Nav offers up to 600 way points, 10 routes
and can display AGL altitude via topographic upload,
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News

Brand New Gradient Freestyle3 Is Out!

wind direction, thermal core indicator flight track and
the G-Force meter.
Two velcro straps allow easy attaching to a cockpit
or straight to the risers for operation in flight without
letting the brake handles go.
Syride provides a free software, topography
download, online flight log book and screen
customization feature for the SYS’NAV with a great

number of ‘ready-to-fly’ screen configurations available
on the web.
The Sys’Nav has an RRP of A$569 and is available
from Sky Sport Sydney <fly@skysportsydney.com>.
For detailed product information please visit [http://
instruments.syride.com/instruments_en.html].
Ralf Gittfried, Sky Sport Sydney

The first one in Australia ended up in the capable
hands of Tex Beck, skilled pilot and photographer.
Tex was suitably impressed, noting an improvement
in both handling and performance in comparison
to his old Freestyle2. He also appreciates some
construction details, like neoprene covering on
trimmers and routing of the brakelines.
Tex gave the glider immediately a proper onceover test at Rainbow Beach. The general consensus
of the audience: FS3 not only flies well, but the ‘Cold
Rainbow’ colour combination also looks sexy – a real
head turner! Video available at [http://youtu.be/
X8rjTg7j444].
Freestyle3, the perfect tool for strong wind
soaring or introductory acro is available from [www.
paraglidingheadquarters.com].
Jiri Stipek, Paragliding Headquarters

WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses

Nova Ion 3 Light (EN B)

Just in time for the hike & fly season Nova presents the Ion 3 Light. It’s a fully-fledged
Ion 3 – excellent performance, uncomplicated and with a great deal of passive safety
– but nearly 1.5kg lighter. The Ion 3 Light offers a lot and demands little as a real
allrounder – mountaineering, cruising along your local hill, flying cross-country and in
particular having a huge amount of fun!
The weight reduction is achieved through an intelligent mix of materials, an optimised
internal wing construction, thin lines and narrower risers. Whilst the lines are skinny,
they remain easy to sort, and although the risers are narrow, they are still very easy to
handle and not prone to twisting. The robustness of the wing remains and the full Nova
guarantee also applies to the Ion 3 Light. The big advantage: the wing is lighter to carry
and the reduced canopy weight has a positive influence on its extreme flight behaviour.
Sorting the Ion 3 Light lines is easy; thanks to the light material the launch characteristics
are even simpler and in the air the wing is pleasantly mellow. When climbing and gliding the
Ion 3 Light convinces – a number of FAI triangles over 200km with the normal Ion 3 prove
this. The brakes have been optimised for precise handling in thermals.

Why do I need to do one?

Find out how to ensure that the
maintenance that you are doing
is correct and current.
Thinking of conducting
maintenance on a flying school
aircraft or an aircraft other
than your own?
Obtain a HGFA WM/Rotax
Maintenance Endorsement
– only available through one
of our courses.
Email: <kmacnally@bigpond.
com> or check the HGFA on-line
forums for details of the next
available courses.

With Smart Cells, short and flexible Polyamide rods in the leading edge,
Air Scoop, and Double 3D Shaping, the Ion 3 Light uses the latest innovative
technologies. The low aspect ratio of 5.05 (flat) ensures a high degree of passive
safety. Certification is in progress. Nova expect an EN/LTF B in all sizes (as the
normal version). There are two colour combinations, each with a white bottom sail.
More information at [www.nova-wings.com/].
Till Gottbrath, Nova
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Courses conducted in all States
subject to available venues.
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Playing Border Games
by Godfrey Wenness

“When you fly, there
are no borders,
only horizons…”
Amelia Earhart, Aviatrix

After four hours of XC flying, the sparkling Danube border between Bulgaria and Romania

A

national border is an artificial line on a map
which somehow tries to separate us animals
of the same species into various groupings.
In these past few years of global turmoil, the concept of
borders is being tested almost daily. It’s only once you
take to the air that those lines disappear or, at the very
least, become blurred as wide vistas open up before you.

The sense of freedom we pilots enjoy is indeed
a blessing. When you gaze at most classic European
national borders from a few thousand feet high, there
usually is little distinction between one side and another.
The grass is green, the forests are growing, the rivers
and traffic flow and the cows, sheep and goats share the
same languages. It’s only once the human factor comes

The formation of the EU and the associated Schengen Agreement has now made
moving between countries in Europe unproblematic and offers border crossing chasers
some great opportunities. Take a passport to be sure, launch from a handy mountain
side (or go winching), then just fly. Our ancestors couldn’t have imagined this in their
wildest dreams, even as recently as 30 years ago.
Some of the most picturesque places to play border crossing games are where there
are distinct landmark features, such as rivers or mountain chains, where you can let your
imagination run wild. There’s a lot of history down there that created those borders! It’s
not just limited to the Alps of course, though border crossings tend to be easier there.
There are opportunities in the eastern Pyrenees along the Franco/Spanish line and all
along the Portuguese/Spanish border as well as having some of the best XC flying sites
in Europe on offer.

Photos: Godfrey Wenness

into play that cultural differences appear – sometimes
abruptly, other times more gradually.
Often the line on the GPS is the only sign for the
casual aerial tourist to note that s/he has crossed a
border. Indeed, there are some places in the Alps where
one can fly XC over three or even four nations within
a few hours and barely notice. Slovenia is a classic
example for this, and not just for the hotshots, since
many flights earlier this year have shown. Personally, I
remember an epic flight from the west of Switzerland
which took me east, crossing parts of Italy, and then
finally landing in Austria – a 240km one way grand
tour of the Alps from over 5000m, the whole of EuroAlpi-land under my feet, and all without a checkpoint
or border in sight – very cool !
In Australia, we really only have State borders of
course, and for the most part they are a little more
difficult to spot and reach from regular XC flying sites such
as Bright, Manilla and Canungra. One of my earliest such
experiences was flying one of the National Open Distance
records in the mid-90s from Manilla and crossing well into
Queensland after seven hours in the air. I was looking for
the dotted line, but alas, there wasn’t one – just a dried
out river bed. The main notable feature once on the ground
was on the retrieve – the only beer they had on tap in
Texas was XXXX… I had to be in Queensland!
The Alps – a formidable border on the ground,
but easy from the air
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Some of the usual aerial tourist border crossings in Europe marked in red
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Sunset sparkling border crossing,
Lake Ochrid Macedonia/Albania
October | November 2014
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Playing Border Games

One foot on either side of the Danube – the border between Bulgaria and Romania

Castle Vaduz, Lichtenstein

With the opening of eastern Europe and EU
affiliation, one of the more classic borders is the grand
river Danube. Cutting a wide blue swathe through
the green countryside, this is a real border and its
fast flowing wide currents have separated humans
throughout the ages.
From the air it’s very obvious and a late afternoon
arrival after a great XC with the sun low creates an
almost magical sparkling effect. Superior in every
respect to a boring dotted line! This mega-border defines
parts of Bulgaria/Romania, Serbia/Romania, and Croatia/
Serbia. For something different and with a higher degree
of difficulty, you can also try the river Drina between
Bosnia and Serbia, the nearby Sava splitting Bosnia and
Croatia, and, a little further to the north, the Drava – the
traditional old border between Croatia and Hungary.
More easily attained for those with less time is
the three and four country jaunt in the Rhine valley

around Lichtenstein. Take-off just above the Fürst von
Lichtenstein’s castle (Be careful not to fly over it – the
local rules forbid it of course – you never know who
might be frolicking with his Excellency in the pool!)
Then from cloudbase one can criss-cross the valley from
Switzerland to Austria and maybe even end up in Germany
for a stein of Monastery lager at Neuschwanstein castle.
Those with more skill can head south via St Moritz, land
in northern Italy and enjoy a local pasta washed down
with an excellent Valpolicella red.
Switzerland also has another Rhine river border with
Germany at the eastern end of the Jura mountains,
although Basel and Zürich airspace issues make this
one a little trickier to achieve, it is flown quite regularly.
The mother of all crossings in western Europe would
have to be the two classic border lakes – Constance
(aka Bodensee, Switzerland/Germany) and Geneva
(aka Genfersee, Switzerland/France). Both require

high cloudbases to achieve – or a good recovery boat
following. The bonus is, of course, that if it looks like
you are not going to make it, you can always run a few
SIV manoeuvres!
Amelia’s quote from the beginning, however obvious,
also holds another – perhaps more esoteric – meaning:
When you defy gravity, you are indeed freeing yourself
of earthly bonds, not just in body, but also in mind. We
pilots all know that feeling.
So, next time you are flying in Europe or elsewhere
and a border presents itself, let a few thousand years of
history pass beneath you with effortless ease, reflect on
this for a moment, then look to the horizon – today there
is nothing stopping you.

Godfrey Wenness is CFI at Manilla Paragliding. Over
1500 of his 9500 hours of airtime have been spent
flying all over Europe annually since 1988.

Mt Borah at dusk
Photo: Akin Utku
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Events Calendar

2014
October

Propfest 2014

4 to 6 October, Labour Day weekend
Helidon Golf Course QLD. For information contact: Matt Fox
<www.foxairsports.com.au/].

Forbes Big Spring
Floater Comp
3 to 6 October,
Labour Day weekend

Fifty flying mates, all racing on the same
HG type! Registration opens 1 July 2014 [www.
warrenwindsports.com.au/events].

WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses:
11 and 12 October

Exmouth, WA. Course full.

18 and 19 October & 25 and 26 October

Bunbury, WA. Both courses full. Contact Kev MacNally
<kmacnally@bigpond.com>.

Free HG XC Clinic

22 to 24 October 2014
Moriarty Hall, Canungra QLD. Three-day intro for Canungra club
sites Mt Tamborine and Beechmont. CFIs Ken Hill, Curt Warren
and Lisa Bradley, supported by experienced HG pilots Jon
Durand Snr & Jnr, Rod Flockhart, Dave Stevens, Dave Staver.
A great opportunity for nov and int pilots to improve their
HG skills. Pilots are required to supply all HG equipment and
encouraged to use GoPros (or similar) during the clinic so all
pilots can watch footage in the evenings and help instructors
give feedback. Our goals are to practise procedures for setting
up gliders and equipment, launch and landing techniques,
safe flying practices, improve thermalling techniques,
practise XC flying with goals dependent on pilot ability, share
local knowledge on sites and terrain. Bookings: Billy MillerMacleod 0435 046335 or <billymillermacleod@gmail.com>.
Accommodation: Canungra Showgrounds (camping) 07 5543
5904, Canungra Motel 07 5543 5155 or Canungra Hotel 07
5543 5233.

Canungra HG Classic
25 October to 1 November

Moriarty Hall, Canungra QLD. AAA, Cat 2 event. Practice day: 24
October. Entry fee: $270, iIncludes entry, four dinner meals,
T-shirt and a fun week for all, including non-flyers. Opening
ceremony: 24 October at 7pm. Red Faces: 29 October at 7pm.

2015
January

Forbes Flatlands Australian HG Nationals
1 to 8 January

Forbes Airstrip, Forbes NSW. AAA sanction, Cat 2 event
organised by the Sydney Hang Gliding Club. Eight days of
competition flying plus one practice day, Practice day/
Registration: 31 December 2014. All pilots are welcome
at Australia’s premier competition for the 9th consecutive
year! Four classes: Open, Women’s (Forbes), A-Grade and
Sports Class. Online registration opens 8am, 1 September
2014. Contact: <fly@forbesflatlands.com> or [www.
forbesflatlands.com].

Manilla, NSW
Photo: Michelle Taylor
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Prize money $750 cash. Download track log on large screen
and large TV screen for GoPro each day. Prizes for the best
footage, $7000 worth of prizes and cash to be handed out. Go
to [http://chgc.asn.au/hg/cclassic.html] to register. Contact:
David Staver 0439 435953, <davo137@gmail.com>, [www.
chgc.asn.au].

of the world’s safest XC flying for all pilot levels, from novice to expert, with some thermalling
experience. Daily weather briefings by Godfrey Wenness, tips and trick sessions, campfire
discussions, regular day prizes and scoring updates in all classes (Fun/Sport/Serial). Open Class
gliders are welcome to attend but won’t be scored. Camping ($7/night, $9/night powered),
cabins available on site, new cafe and licensed bar, two camp kitchens, BBQ, swimming pool.
Contact: <godfrey@flymanilla.com>.

November

February

WOW! – Wings Over Wellington
9 to 15 November

Wellington (aka Bodangora) Airstrip, Wellington NSW. AA
rated Cat 2 HG aerotow comp. Organised by Newcastle Hang
Gliding Club. Practice day 8 November, additional tow fees
apply on the practice day. Go to [www.wow.asn.au] for
registration and details.

Pilotage & SIV Continuation Training
14 to 17 November

Pilotage course for newer, less experienced/confident pilots
who want to learn more about controlling their wing, with
the emphasis on collapse prevention rather than recovery
techniques. On completion of the course, pilots will have
a firm understanding of PG pitch, roll and yaw, with active
piloting skills enabling them to keep the paraglider over their
head and inflated. SIV Continuation Training is designed for
our SIV Graduates from the last four years (and pilots who
have completed SIV training elsewhere within four years) to
practice and re-learn their SIV skills in a safe environment with
the most experienced SIV team in Australia. Contact <Roger@
SydneyParagliding.com>.

Bright PG Open
7 to 13 February

Mystic, Bright VIC. AAA sanction, Cat 2 event. Organiser: Brian Webb 0417 530972,
<brianmwebb@alpineinfotech.com.au>, [www.brightopen.org].

Corryong PG Open
15 to 21 February

Corryong NSW. AAA sanction. Organiser: David Gibbs <djgibbs67@gmail.com>, [www.
corryongopen.org].

NSW HG State Titles
15 to 21 February

Manilla NSW. AA sanction, Cat 2 event, organised by Newcastle HG Club. Practice day: 14
February. Registrations online at [www.nswst.com.au].

WA State HG Championship
22 to 28 February

Leon’s tow paddock at Westonia WA. AA sanction, Cat 1. See: [www.goldfieldsdustdevils.com/
wa-comps---2015.html]. Organiser: Richard Breyley 0417 986896, <richard.breyley@matsa.
com.au>.

29 and 30 November

Strathalbyn, SA. Course full. Contact Kev MacNally
<kmacnally@bigpond.com>.

WM/Rotax Maintenance Course
6 and 7 December

Trawalla, VIC. Bookings are essential. Contact Kev MacNally
<kmacnally@bigpond.com>.

Conversion
Course
$890

February 2015

21 to 23 November

WM/Rotax Maintenance Course

HANG
GLIDING

Tasmania Drifter Tour

Mt Beauty Fly-in
Mt Beauty NE VIC. The fly-in is held at the Mt Beauty Airfield,
a four minute drive from town. Kiewa valley also has two free
flying spots – Mt Emu, 3200ft launch, on the east side of the
valley, and Tawonga Gap, 2100ft launch, to the west of the
valley. There will be a BBQ lunch, Saturday and Sunday, and
burgers, snags and drinks for sale. The money raised goes to
the airfield committee to pay for the amenities. For further
info contact Simon Wills (Willsy) <swillsy@bigpond.net.au>.

More air time
t ha
n y
ou c
an imagine!

T hree years of tours morphing into an ultimate Tassie flying
expedition [www.warrenwindsports.com.au/events].

March
SIV with Jocky Sanderson

SIV 1: 14 to 17 March & SIV 2: 19 to 22 March
Learn with Sydney Paragliding and the most experienced SIV instructor in the world, Jocky
Sanderson. Courses are three days in duration with a 4th day reserved in case of bad
weather. Max. group size 10 pilots, so book early to avoid disappointment. Contact <Jocky@
Jockysanderson.com> or <Roger@SydneyParagliding.com>.

DEALERS
for: NIVIUK

UP
NIRVANA
APCO

XC Tow Safari with Jocky Sanderson
24 to 28 March

XC clinic through the NSW Flatlands with Jocky and the Team. Learn to maximise your flying and
improve your distances with daily tasks and challenges, briefings, video debriefs and lectures.
Last year we flew XC four out of four days, where six pilots flew new PBs. Max. group size 15
pilots with four guides, two cars and two winches. Contact <Jocky@Jockysanderson.com> or
<Roger@SydneyParagliding.com>.

April

COURSES
10 Day Novice Learn to Fly

Birchip Flatter than the Flatlands

Corryong HG Cup

On site fully self contained units

3 to 6 April (Easter)

11 to 17 January

Mt Elliott, Corryong VIC. B-grade HG comp, organised by
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club. Practice day: 10 January.
Registrations online at [www.corryongcup.com] open at 8pm
1 September 2014. Be ready it took just 30 minutes to fill up
the registration list last year!

Fly into Port Macquarie airport

Birchip, VIC. Hang glider pilots are invited to the 23rd Flatter than the Flatlands cross-country
towing competition. The event will be conducted over the four-day Easter long weekend. Entry
fee is $80 and includes map, daily prizes, presentation BBQ, scoring, goal beers and lots of fun.
GPS and parachute required. Discount available for teams with a first time pilot. Contact:
Wesley Hill 0408 305943, <wes.hill@yahoo.com.au>, [www.sacra.biz/fttf].

Wake up with views of North
Brother launch
100m to water, 200m to pub
and shops

Dalby Big Air

XC Camp 2015

12 to 18 April

31 January to 7 February
Mt Borah, Manilla NSW. Free event for XC pilots of all levels.
Informal distances are scored using your choice of online
system or straight line Open Distance off your GPS. Come for
as many days as you like, fly as far as you can, fly with and
learn from some of the best XC pilots. Many pilots achieve
PBs in Manilla each year. Mt Borah has four huge astroturfed launches for nearly all wind directions, easy landings,
developed for the 2007 Worlds. The Manilla area offers some

October | November 2014

$400 equipment voucher

Dalby Aerodrome, Dalby QLD. Dalby Hang Gliding Club invites you to a week of great flying and
fun at the AA sanctioned, Cat 2 Big Air. All pilots MUST have an aerotow endorsement with
previous aerotow experience and be current HGFA or temporary HGFA members. Entry fee is $475
and includes all tows (including practice day), T-shirt, hat and presentation dinner. A $75 non
-refundable deposit is required to secure a place. Entries are limited to 50 pilots so get in early!
For more information and to register please go to our new website at [www.dalbybigair.com].

CONTACT
October | November 2014

Phone
Email
Web

0429 844 961
learn@highadventure.com.au
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PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA <sahga.
exec@gmail.com>. Pres: Stuart McClure
0428 100796; Sec/Trs: Rob Woodward
0408 808436.

Tasmanian HG & PG Association

All clubs please check details in this section carefully

Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs.

All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs

All correspondence, including
changes of address, membership renewals, short term
memberships, rating forms
and other administrative
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC
3042, & 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager
John Twomey & 0417 644633 < john.twomey@

hgfa.asn.au> <manager.operations@hgfa.asn.au>.

HGFA Administrative Manager
Trene Randles & 03 9336 7155 <office@hgfa.
asn.au> <trene.randles@hgfa.asn.au>.

➲ F or information about site ratings, sites
and other local matters, contact the appro
priate State associations, region or club.

HGFA Committee
of Management
Pres: Greg Lowry <president@hgfa.asn.au>
<greg.lowry@hgfa.asn.au> & 0400 759105.
V-Pres: Brett Coupland <vicepresident@hgfa.
asn.au> <brett.coupland@hgfa.asn.au>.
Sec: Sun Nickerson <secretary@hgfa.asn.au>
<sun.nickerson@hgfa.asn.au> & 0466 399850.
Trs: Grant Cassar <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au>
<grant.cassar@hgfa.asn.au>.
Committee Members:

States

HGFA

Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required
to be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if
confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where no current forms or
confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken as having expired.

Regions
ACT HG & PG Association

LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT
0200; [www.acthpa.org]. Pres:
Alistair Dickie <alnrelly@gmail.
com> 0422 970408; V-Pres: Nic
Welbourn <nic@corinbank.com>;
Trs: Alun Mills <almills@iinet.
net.au>; Sec: Zhenshi van der Klooster
<zhenshi@mac.com>; Committee: Howard
Taylor <howardtaylor.ad@gmail.com>; Steve
Foggett <steve.foggett@homemail.com.au>;
Meetings: 1st Tue/month 7.30pm Canberra
Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.

PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South 0417 930
142 <ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; Sec:
Peter Kovesi 0432 629315 <pk@peter
kovesi.com>; Trs: Greg Lowry 0400 759105
<g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; Club Reps: Simon
Shuttleworth (Albany), Mark Wild (Sky
Pirates), Mike Duffy (Western Soarers), Rick
Williams (Hill Flyers), Mark Stokoe (Dust
Devils); Non-Club Rep: Chris Bennet.

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association

PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Ralf Gittfried
<president@nswhpa.org> 0466 566288;
V-Pres/PO: Nir Eshed <Vice-President@
nswhpa.org> 0423 422494; Sec: Fred Crous
<Secretary@nswhpa.org> 0425 227 075;
Trs: Graeme Cran <treasurer@nswhpa.org>
0487 205171; Committee: Brett Coupland,
David Holmes, Tony Dennis, Chris Clements,
Allan McMillan, Louis Klein, Michael Stott.

North Queensland State Association

Rick Williams <rick.williams@hgfa.asn.au>.

PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob
Hayes 0438 710882 <flying@cairnshang
glidingclub. org>; V-Pres: Daniel Keech 0427
888893 <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs:
Tracey Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881,
0418 963796 <info@azurephotography.
com>; PG rep: Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association

Alex Jones <alex.jones@hgfa.asn.au>.
Brian Webb <brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au>
& 0417 530972.
Peter Allen <peter.allen@hgfa.asn.au>.

PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding
queensland.com>, Sec/Trs: Rod Stead 0428
132215 <roderick.stead@rpsgroup.com.au>.
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PO Box 268, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, [THPA.
org.au]. Pres: Ramon Brasnja 0419 652693
<beatclepto@hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Keith
Wales 0407 516845 <giligan42@hotmail.
co.uk>; Sec/Trs: Rob Steane 0418 146137
<robsteane@netspace.net.au>.

Victorian HG & PG Association

PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au]. Pres: Rob van der Klooster 0408 335
559 <president@vhpa.org.au>; Sec: Stephen
Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@vhpa.
org.au>; Trs: Stephen Leake 0409 553401
<treasurer@vhpa.org.au; SO: Kevin Grosser
0419 022225 <safetyofficer@vhpa.org.au;
Site Dev. Officer: Mark Pike 0408 801356
<mark.pike@baesystems.com>; Committee:
Brian Webb 0417 530972 <brianmwebb@
alpineinfotech.com.au>; Jan Bennewitz (Web
master) 0423 139923 <jan.bennewitz@
gmail.com>; Anthony Meechan 0407 163796
<meeks65@yahoo.com.au>; Nigel Streeter
<nstreeter@bigpond.com>.

Clubs

Contacts

South Australian HG/PG/ML Association

New South Wales
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.

[bmhgc.blogspot.com] Pres: Jan
Tupy 0425 228286 <jan@mta
travel.com.au>; Sec: Alexander Drew
0423 696677 <revant01@yahoo.
com.au>; Trs: Michael Roelens 0406
523841 <michael.roelens@gmail.
com>, 0407 814524; SSO: HG – Allan Bush
0407 814524 <bethandallen@bigpond.
com>, PG – Che Golus 0429 432031 <chegolus
@gmail.com>. Meetings: Contact President.

Central Coast Sky Surfers

PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: Rod Burke
0401 923923 <president@centralcoast
skysurfers.com>; V-Pres: Javier Alvarez 0418
116681 <vice president@centralcoastsky
surfers.com>; Sec: Geoff Bednal 0418 468
065 <secretary@centralcoastskysurfers.
com>; Trs: Phillip Wheen <treasurer@central
coastskysurfers.com>, SSOs: Javier Alvarez
0418 116681 <mediacentralcoastsky
surfers.com>, John Harriott 0412 442705
<nationalparksliaisoncentralcoastskysurfe
rs.com>. Meetings: 1st Thu/month, 7:30pm,
Erina Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina.

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.

PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond
Sparkes 0433 917011; V-Pres: Andrew Swan
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1
@bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club

[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
Porter 0415 920444 <porter.michael60@
gmail.com>; V-Pres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491
150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Inc.

Pres: Stephen Robertson 0457 123102;
V-Pres: Krizzo Becker 0420 479008; Sec/Trs:
Paul Cox 0421 072897.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.

PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.org.
au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02 6785
6545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>, V-Pres/Sec/
Trs: Bob Smith 0428 317735 <bobskisan@gm
ail.com>, SSOs: Mark Russell 0434 895185 (HG).

Mid North Coast Flyers Inc

470 Ocean Drive, Laurieton NSW 2443 [www.
midnorthcoastflyers.com.au] <mncflyers@
hotmail.com>. Pres: Daniel Rose 0411 897255;
V-Pres: Murray Dawes 0487 177928, Sec:
Phil Searle 0418 448645. Site info: SSO David
Wainwright 0429 844961 or SSO Chris Rogers
0407 918099.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club

93 Wommara Ave, Belmont Nth NSW 2280;
[www.nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Peter Swift
0412 879960 <president@nhgc.asn.
au>; V-Pres: Dustan Hansen 0402 791231
<vicepresident@nhgc.asn.au>; Sec: Frans
Henskens 0406 344514 <secretary@nhgc.
asn.au>; Trs: Allan McMillan 0400 637070
<treasurer@nhgc.asn.au>; SOs: John Dingle
(Coast) 0411 100884, Don Gardner (Inland)
0425 304624; Newsletter: <editor@nhgc.
asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm
South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.

Newcastle Paragliding Club

Pres: Neil Bright 0412 689067 <tojofly@
iprimus.com.au>; V-Pres: Robert Lackner 0407
934808 <rlackner@bigpond.net.au>; Sec:
Andrew Burchell 0403 772563 <andrew
burchell1@gmail.com>; Trs: Joshua Ludwick &
Adam Andrews; SSO: Bob Lane 0490 349441
<bob.lane55@hotmail.com>. Meetings: Last
Tue/month, 7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.

Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc

Pres: Ray Firth 0425 314735 <rayfirth@gmail.
com>; V-Pres: Michael Lamb 0422 611318
<lamykiwi@optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Gregory
Evans 0422 688491 <evans100@optusnet.
com.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor 0434 882834
<alan@2t4l.com>; SSO: Doug Sole 0412
728959 <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>.

Northern Rivers HG & PG Club

PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net], <nrhgphc@gmail.com>. Pres:
Mick Hill 0416 286626 [mick.kingscliff
trading@gmail.com]; V-Pres: Brian Rushton
0427 615950 <byronair@optusnet.com.au>;
Sec: Gavin Hartel <nrhgpgc@gmail.com>; Trs:
James McEwan 0437 368999 <nrhgpgc@
gmail.com>; Sites: Col Rushton 0458 120010
<colinrushton@upnet.com.au>; Council
Liaison: Neil Mersham 0408 441742 <neil_
mersham@hotmail.com>; SSO (PG): Lindsay
Wooten 0427 210993 <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): Andrew Polidano
0428 666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>;
PR: Jan Smith 0438 876926 <jansmith.
cloudnine@gmail.com>. Meetings: Byron Bay
RSL Club, 7pm, 2nd Fri/month.
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NSW Sky Hawks

Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres: Tony Dennis 0418
574068 <fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: William
Olive 0412 423133 <William.Olive@hne
health.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: John Jablonskis
0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>.

The Pico Club (Paramotor Club)

[www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Geoff Sanders
0427 652207 <sanders3675@yarhoo.com.
au>; V-Pres: Justin Shaw 0407 884351
<jkshaw1@gmail.com>; Sec/SSO: Simon
Wills 0418 554872 <swillsy@bigpond.net.
au>; Trs: Andrew McCarthy <natmarks@tpg.
com.au>; PO: Jeff Hoffmann 0429 206233
<jandlhoffman@bigpond.com>; SO: Mike
Forwood; Web: Andrew Shipley 0407 511451
<andrewshipley@netspace.net.au>.

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508, [www.
flystanwell.com]; Pres/Trs: Peter Ffrench
0403 076149 <president@flystanwell.com>
<treasurer@flystanwell.com>; V-Pres: Fred
Smeaton 0402 808031; Sec: Mark Mitsos
0408 864083 <secretary@flystanwell.
com>; SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083
<SSO@flystanwell.com>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club

[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au] <shgc
@live.com.au>. Pres/SO: Ken Stothard
<kstothar@optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Vicki
Cain <Vicki@moyes.com.au>; Sec: Adrian
Bannister <adrian.bannister@yahoo.com.au>;
Trs: John Selby <jselby@pivit.net.au>; SSO:
Doug Sole <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>.
Meetings: Juniors @ the Junction, Anzac Pde,
Maroubra, 8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.org]. Pres: Kirsten Seeto 0450
887857 <kirsten.flys@gmail.com>; V-Pres:
Martin Joyce 0411 407974 <cemjoy@gmail.
com>; Sec: Nicholas Loveday 0434 057727
<nicholas.loveday@me.com>; Trs: Sundra
John <sundrajohn@gmail.com>; Committee:
Sarah Pitchford, James Mills, Greg Hurst,
David Holmes; SSO-PG: David Holmes 0408
366505 <ny_studios@hotmail.com>; SSOPPG: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; SSO-HG: Rohan Taylor
0425 268080 <rohantaylor@yahoo.com>.
Meeting: Harbord Bowling Club, Bennett St,
Freshwater, 7pm, 1st Tue/month (except
January).

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club

50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563 <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662 <trike@tpg.com.au>.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Vanessa Spark
<maxidog6@bigpond.com>; Sec: Tracey Hayes
<info@azurephotography.com.au>; Trs: Daniel
Keech <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Committee:
Ted Powell, Brod Osborne, Joe Reyes.
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Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Sim Bailey 0418 440117
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres/SSO HG:
Ken Hill 0418 188655 <vicepresident@
chgc.asn.au>; Sec/ Grants Officer: Gregory
Moczynski 0438 253685 <secretary@chgc.
asn.au>; Trs: Steve Monson 0407 597096
<treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Grants Officer:
Matt Cage 0410 589800; SSO PG: Phil Hystek
0418 155317, 07 55434000 (h), Brandon
O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc

C/O Shayne Towers-Hammond, 3 Waterline
Way, Rosslyn QLD 4703. Pres/SSO:
Shayne Towers-Hammond 0434 544148
<shayne.16@hotmail.com>; Sec: Bill
Gonch; Trs: Fraser Strain; SOs: Fraser
Strain, Kent Gosden; CFI: Jean-Luc Lejaille
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com> 0418 754157.

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.

’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: James
Lowe 0418 963315 <j.lowe@cqu.edu.au>;
Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699 <jaw12@
bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 0427 177
237 <jonathon.a.wall@team.telstra.com>;
SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 07 49387607.
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Conondale Cross-Country Club

[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Shane
Gingell 0417 619167 <fly@SEQparagliding.
com>; V-Pres: James Barr 0400 774153
<jimmibarr@gmail.com>; Sec: Brett Jensen 0417
792840 <jeno72au@yahoo.com>; Trs: Dave Todd
0400 774153 <Chameleon076@gmail.com>.

Dalby Hang Gliding Club

13 Cottman St, Buderim QLD 4556. Pres: Bruce
Crerar <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; Sec/Trs:
Annie Crerar 0418 711821 <annie.bruce@
bigpond.com>; SSO: Bruce Crerar.

Duaringa Flying Club Inc

PO Box 76, Duaringa QLD 4712. Pres: Paul
Barry 0499 22865 <prbarry@tpg.com.
au>; Sec/Trs: Tim Osborn 0499 310902
<Timothy.J.Osborn@bigpond.com.au>

Fly Killarney Inc

[http://fly-killarney.com.au/]. Pres: Scott
Farrell 0439 754303 <scott308@rocketmail.
com>; V-Pres: Dave Gibbs; Trs/Sec: Paul
McCullough <plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.

Pres: Ben Darke 0418 753220 <ben@water
bed.com.au>; Sec: Brett Paull 0435 203153
<101airbourne@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar
07 33327535 <grantcassar@iinet.net.au>.

Sunshine Coast Sports Aviators Inc.

PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581; <para
glidingsunshinecoast.com>. Pres: John Vasta
<president@paraglidingsunshinecoast.
com>; V-Pres & SSO (HG): Dave Cookman 0427
498753; Trs: Mike Edgson; Sec: Paul Green
0412 376719; SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille
0418 754157, 07 54863048.

Wicked Wings Toowoomba HG & PG Club

[www.wickedwings.com.au]. Pres: Joe
Colfs 0422 587636 <joe_colfs@hotmail.
com>; V-Pres: Brendan McKenzie, 0401
769712 <brendan86@live.com.au>; Trs:
Craig Dunn; Sec: Sonya Fardell 0415 156256.
<soyafardell@yahoo.com.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club

Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122 <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

Northern Territory
Alice Springs Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

Alice Springs NT 0870. Pres: Richard Binstead
0422 956967 <rbinstead@gmail.com>.

Victoria
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club

Victorian Air Hogs

[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum:
[http://skypirates.freeforums.org/]. Club
for WSM, PPG & PHG pilots. Contact: Bohdan
Philippa <bohdan392@gmail.com>.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club

PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc.
org]. Pres: Dean Bayley 0408 548651; V-Pres:
Greg Beglehole 0408 335559 <greg@heating
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Phillip Campbell; Trs:
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860 <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp
0408 678734 <rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>; Site Committee Chairperson: Steve
Norman; Committee: James Wynd, Will
Faulkner. Meetings: Last Sat/month, The
Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia

<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Peter
Hannah; SSO: Rob van der Klooster 0408
335559, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923.
Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue see [www.
dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].

Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.

Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA
6051. Pres/SSO: Rod Merigan 0439 967971
<rmerigan@paraglidewesternaustralia.com.
au>; V-Pres/SO: Gabriel Bressan <gabebres@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Trs: Colin Brown
0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.com>.
Meetings: Last Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne
Park Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dave Moore 0432
152101 < dave.moore04@googlemail.
com>; Sec: Johannes Straub; Trs: Noel Bear
0425 801813 <Treasurer@mhgc.asn.au>;
SSO: Glenn Bachelor; Committee: Pete Cass,
Neale Halsall & Glenn Bachelor. Meetings: 3rd
Wed/month, Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Rd,
Hawthorn East VIC 3123.

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club

Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo
252@gmail.com>; Sec: Kieran Schultz 0468
941652 <kdmschultz@hotmail.com>; Trs:
Jon Seltin; Committee: Bill Oates, Bill Brooks,
Alex Morgan, John Seltin; SSO: Karl Texler
0428 385144; Meetings: [nevhgc-membersforum@googlegroups.com].

Skyhigh Paragliding Club

[www.skyhighparagliding.org]. Pres: Rob
Van Der Klooster <pres@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Trs: Peter Kemeny <tres@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Sec: Chris Noye
<sec@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; M’ship:
Paul Larkin <mem@skyhighparagliding.org.
au>; Nov Rep: <nov@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Site Dev: Adam Young; Web: Jan
Bennewitz <wm@skyhighparagliding.org.
au>; Merch: <merchrep@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Committee: Mick Armstrong, Mark
Pike, Stephen Norman; SSO: Matthew Hall
0418 517407. Meetings: 1st Wed/month
7:30pm Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St,
Abbotsford. No meeting in Nov or Jan.

Southern Microlight Club Inc.

[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au]
Pres: Tony Batson <president@southernmicro
lightclub.com.au>; Sec: Steve Bell <secretary
@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>; Trs:
George Vassis <treasurer@southernmicrolight
club.com.au>; Newsletter: Trevor Lane <trevor
@teknological.com.au>; Web: Steve Bell
<webmaster@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>.

SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.

[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Pres/SSO
Kalgoorlie: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.
net.au>, 0427 328638; Trs: Phil Clarkson <phil.
clarkson@hotmail.com.au>, 0405 144475;
Sec: Duncan Dekoning <chickendekoning@
hotmail.com>. SSO Perth: Mark Stokoe
<wrx2002@iinet.net.au>, 0414 932461.

Hill Flyers Club Inc.

<hillflyers@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary
Bennet 0412 611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls
0417 690386, Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397,
Dave Longman 08 93859469. Meetings held
on site during club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.

WA Sky Pirates (PPG)

Pres: Mark Wild <mwild@gastech.com.au>
0411 423923; Trs: Mark Hayton <mark.
hayton@riotinto.com> 0439 513465;
Sec: Kevin Hatten <kevinhatten@bigpond.
com> 0419 845509; SSOs: Mark Wild 0411
423923, Gordon McCabe 0407 776462.

Western Microlight Club Inc.

Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres:
Keith Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey
0428 504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408
949004.

Western Soarers

PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril
Eliopulos <wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs:
Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs:
Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull,
Rick Williams, Michael Duffy. Meetings:
See [http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/
western_soarers/].
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Schools & Maintenance

New South Wales

New South Wales

Queensland

Canungra Sky Sports
Gold Coast

Poliglide Paragliding

[www.canungraskysports.com.au]

Specialising in
Motorised Paragliding since 2001

Hang gliding & Paragliding School
CFI: Lisa Bradley PG & HG

➲ SIV, towing, confidence building specialist.
➲ HG to PG conversions.
➲ Sales and service of paragliding and motorised
paragliding equipment.
➲ Sport and Exercise Science trained.

Rainbow Paragliding•APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders

Contact:

<info@canungraskysports.com.au>
Phone: 0457 287 200

+

Capricorn Sky Sports
Rockhampton
Hang gliding & Paragliding School
CFI: Lisa Bradley PG & HG

Importer of Swing
gliders since 1999

FreshBreeze motors Crispi Boots
since 2001
since 2001

Contact:

<shop@paraglidingrainbow.com>

Reseller of Bräuniger & Icom

www.poliglide.com.au

0428 666 843
PARAGLIDING CENTRE

Andrew Polidano CFI

Western Australia
Australia Wide Services
Certified Paraglider
Repairer
Testing & Repairs

Professional Paragliding
➲
➲
➲
➲
➲
➲

Tandem Introductory Flights
Paragliding Courses and Certifications
Pilot Development Clinics
Free Introduction course
Tandem Endorsements
Sales and Service

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd
Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au>
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]

We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best,
our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding
Champion) has been involved in paragliding since 1990 &
instructing for over 10 years.

Courses

➲ Comprehensive testing
and repairs to all
paragliders
➲ Fully equipped service and
repair agents for: Advance,
Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin, Gradient, Mac Para,
Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, Paratech, Sky, Skywalk, Swing,
UP
➲ Full written report
➲ Harness repair and modifications
➲ Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
➲ Parachute repacking
➲ Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, New
Zealand and Asia
➲ Prompt turnaround

➲
➲
➲
➲
➲
➲

Introductory & HGFA licence course
Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
SIV courses
Tow courses
XC tandem flights
Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.

➲ E stablished since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based
on the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school
has access to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate
in the Cooloola National Park including Teewah and
world famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State,
we fly all year round, 60km cross-country flights
have been achieved in winter!
➲ FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your
own pace, between eight to 10 days.
➲ REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the
experts.
➲ INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and
the knowledge.
➲ SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, tradein, maintenance and repairs.
➲ YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455
[www.activeflight.com.au]

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>
[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581

Advertising Index – October | November 2014
Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

Raymond Terrace, NSW
Photo: Kev McNally
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Queensland

Victoria
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Airborne Windsports
Canungra Skysports – Learn To Fly
CASA – Close Call
HGFA Document Map System
HGFA Visiting Pilots Membership
High Adventure – Conversion Courses
Manilla Paragliding – Ascent
Manilla Paragliding – Axess 3
Manilla Paragliding – Flying Accessories

October | November 2014

IFC
25
29
13
39
35
7
27
31

Manilla Paragliding – Sigma
Moyes Gliders
Natalie’s Travel Insurance
Niviuk Sydney
Paragliding Headquarters
Skymec Paramotors
Warren Windsports
WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses

3
BC
23
13
19
15
IBC
29

<lisa@extremeair.co.nz>
Phone: 0457 287 200

Visiting Pilot Pre-paid (Blue)
Membership – Policy Change
The HGFA Committee of Management
passed a motion at its 4/2/2014
meeting that effects a change in
policy regarding ‘Prepaid Visiting Pilot
Membership’ applications.
Motion Passed: That the HGFA remove
Pre-Paid Visiting Membership Applications
– commencing immediately.
Visiting Pilot Membership Applications
are available as follows:
1. VPM Online Member Services available:
	Got to [www.hgfa.asn.au] and select
or
2.	Hard Copy > Forms are available from
[hgfa.asn.au] website under ‘Forms’
and complete the following:
•	MEM-02 HGFA Visiting Pilot
Membership Application
•	MEM-07 HGFA Release Assumption
of Risk & Warning – Oct2012
• Include a scanned copy of current
credentials
HGFA Office Manager
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Classifieds

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per issue will
be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by email <office@hgfa.
asn.au>, fax: 03 93367177 or post: 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042. The deadline is the 1st of the month, one
month prior to publication date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission of the
classified must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include your contact details (for
prospective buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verification) and the State under which you would like the classified
placed. (Note that the above does not apply to commercial operators. Instructors may place multiple classified entries, but
will be charged at usual advertising rates.)

Advertising Guidelines

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the maintenance requirements as
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should
always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of maintenance logs for the
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment

Airborne REV 14.5, in great condition, 100 hrs. Some patches
on one wing tip from eagle strikes – $4,000. Contact: Jerry
& 0408 756 949 or <jerryf1956@yahoo.com>.

accessories & logbooks – $16,000 neg. Contact: Ron & 0412
076 552 (Bulahdelah).

Flylight Doodlebug FLPHG. Fully faired, silence kit, prop brake,
electric start. Purchased new from Australian dealer in 2002,
extremely low hrs – $3950. For specs see [www.flylight.
co.uk/footlaunched/index.htm]. Contact: Bob & 0422 056
693 (Gosford, NSW).

Airborne Edge X 582 Blue Top, always hangared. Full flying log
and service history. Galvanised, registered custom trailer.
Usual inclusions plus PLB, GPS, compass, Punkinhead covers,
panniers, pole bag, maintenance manuals & much more –
$13,500 ono. Contact: Kevin & 02 6337 4248 (Bathurst, NSW).
Icaro Relax 16, great condition, weighs only 23kg, very easy
to fly but with great performance for a single surface. C/w
two spare DTs. Wing area of 15.8m2 (170ft2). Hook-in weight
range 50-90kg (110-198lb). Certified as DHV Class 1-2. I have
too many gliders in my garage and unfortunately it has to
go – $2000 ono. Located on Northern Beaches, NSW. Contact:
Anton & 0450 201 338.
LS4s, only 120 hrs, in very, very good condition, only purple,
yellow, very nice looking glider, all carbon inside – $4800, Spr
up, three bags. Contact: Rob & 0418 975892 (NSW).
Malibu 188, as new, less than 3 hrs airtime. Light grey LE, blue
US, white MS, spare DT. One Forrest Park long apron harness,
never used, plus one Dynamic Flight harness, used –$3500
firm. Contact: Martin & 0418 991729 (VIC).
Sting 154 2xc, 32 hrs only, navy blue, three spare DTs,
waterproof bag, airworthy, excellent condition – $1500,
Moyes Flex harness, near new, also blue, suit medium build,
excellent condition – $400. Contact: Steve & 0401 861 129
(Brisbane).
Widgee, QLD
Photo: Tex Beck

Microlights & Equipment

2002 Airborne Edge X 582, excellent condition, 188 hrs on base
& Streak 2 wing. Microair radio, intercom, headsets & helmets,
Airborne covers on registered trailer. Always hangared, c/w

Airborne XT 912 Tundra, Cruze wing, 430 hrs, c/w helmets,
headsets, flight suits, training bars, radio, intercom, fuel
cans, Punkinhead trike covers – $38000. Always hangared
(currently at Dixons Creek, VIC). Transport can be arranged &
a trailer may be available to purchase or borrow. Contact: Brett
Harrington & 0419 610 041.

General Classifieds
Kangook.com

The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection
with prices. Contact: Ron & 0403 975041.

Concertina Bag

PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3
concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA
SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, [www.parasupply.com].

Press To Talk System

PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/
PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA
SUPPLY/PTT sys, [www.parasupply.com].
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