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Nano Across The Simpson

Evening in the Simpson Desert
Photo: Tim Leed

Assembly on the first
afternoon – note that all
visible tools are required

One of the reasons I bought a nano-trike was with the idea of
bringing it next time I drove across the Simpson Desert, but
it proved difficult to lock down friends to come along – work,
kids, other hobbies (I have many) all conspire to get in the way.
However, this year, the stars
aligned – I had a conference
in Adelaide at the start of the
school holidays, so the timing
suited kids (my youngest
daughter and her friend), plus
a second 4WD with two, Chris
and Andy, confirmed to join
us. More importantly, Chris
had room in his ute to carry
the nano for me.

Photo: Chris Hutton

by Tim Leed

T

he original plan was for the two girls to fly to Adelaide and for us to drive up to Ayers Rock, meet up
with the boys, climb the rock, then head back down to Kulgera and across the desert. We weren’t
able to climb Uluru, due to high winds – it could have been perfect for ridge soaring, but due to its
status as a sacred site, this is no longer permitted.
Without boring you with all the details of the driving – crossing the Simpson Desert is a classic outback adventure
and very popular – if you haven’t done it, you should think about it. In our case, I was going to drive during the middle
of the day, set up the nano in the afternoon, have an evening flight, then a morning flight, then pack it back up for
the next day’s driving. Repeat that for the three days we planned for the crossing.
Desert entertainment: Have a sit in a Nano
Photo: Nikki Parsons
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After spending a night at Dalhousie Springs (thermal
pools, complete with tiny fishies who nibble on you if you
stay still) we headed for the desert.
The Simpson Desert consists of about 1100 sand
dunes which run roughly north-south (westerly winds
prevail) and increase in size and height as you head east
while getting farther apart.
There are a number of tracks, but as a general rule,
its slow driving east or west – at 25km/h or lower
average speeds. Tracks running north-south can be
heaps quicker as they are in between the dunes. On the
many dry salt lakes along the way, you can go as fast
as you like.
Anyway, the driving was taking us longer than
expected on Day 1, so we just pulled over in the middle
of nowhere with just enough time for me to get set up
and into the air.
The light was amazing – awesome colours which
kept changing as the sun sank lower, throwing all these
cool patterns over the dunes. I was very happy – this
was exactly what I came here to do. I buzzed around the
campsite and got up to about 1500ft.
The next morning I was up before dawn to get a
sunrise flight which was just as good. It was pretty brisk
on the ground, but warmed up once I was in the air. This
time I did a little exploring – flying low over the track
we had to drive later – great fun. After a 45-minute
flight, I came back to camp, resigned to pack up my
flying machine and get back in the slow and bouncy car
when Andy said, “You know Tim, I’m quite happy to drive
your car if you want to keep flying.” I didn’t take much
convincing! So we packed up camp and hit the tracks.
There was a 10 to 15km/h head wind, but I was still
flying faster than the cars could drive (even though my
Patrol has a V8 and both 4WDs have full air suspension
and actually handle pretty well). I just flew along the line
of the track. The first leg was about 50km, gradually
losing the cars on the radio unless I kept high. I landed at
the next intersection and waited about 45 minutes for
the cars to catch up – a good opportunity to stretch the
legs and enjoy the silence.
I was worried the headwind would increase, but so
far all was good – the next leg headed pretty much
north and my ground speed really picked up while I
watched the cars racing along the flatter tracks – still
unable to keep up with me. As the day warmed up (to
about 25ºC), some thermal activity started – not that I
had time to stop and play since we were on a schedule,
still I made an exception when two helpful wedgies
marked some rather nice lift worth turning in.
We saw no cars that day as we followed ‘the road
less travelled’. A very quick 30k’s got us to the ‘French
Line’, the main east-west track, and we began to see
other vehicles. All cars have to carry flags to help
avoid collisions when coming over the dune crests, and
everyone is on UHF10.
Here is one of the funnier radio calls:
Subaru Forester (yes, a Forester!): “Forester heading
westbound on French Line, any eastbound vehicles got
a copy?”
I: “Yeah, I’ve gotcha.”
Subaru: “Gee, you sound close, we’ll pull over and let
you pass.”
I: “Thanks, but that won’t be necessary.”
January | February 2016

A bit softer than expected, but nice
and light to move to harder ground

This is what I came here for!

Photos: Tim Leed
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650cc bike being overltaken by a floater

The top of Big Red looked tempting to land on

Nano Across The Simpson

Discussing how much smoother it is in the air
Photo: Chris Hutton
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The cars are struggling up Big Red

Subaru: “Holy crap, check that out!” …and similar.
It turned out the Subaru guy had done the crossing
about 20 times, including nine in that particular vehicle.
I had some fun! When I saw cars coming the other
way, I could drop down below dune height and pop up as
they got closer.
For our two cars it was also useful – I could keep
them informed of traffic coming towards them or
slow cars to overtake (it was nice for them to have a
challenge). I got very used to seeing people hanging out
of car windows, trying not to drop their camera as they
snapped pics in passing.
I was still flying much faster than the cars could
drive, so I started to land on the dry salt lakes, or
campsites with people to stop for a chat.
There are landing options everywhere. Heaps of
people sat in the Nano to have a feel of the wing (I
expect a commission from Airborne if a few sales result

Catching the morning light
Photo: Chris Hutton

from my PR work) and I took lots of photos of the groups
from the air. I got some great practice in the phonetic
alphabet as well – speling my email address whilst flying
so they could send me their photos/videos.
That night we camped at Poeppel Corner. I landed
just on dusk on the dry salt lake next to camp, but I had

one problem: I had not planned on flying quite this much
and didn’t have any more fuel!
Luckily, we made friends with a group camped there,
including two motorbike riders – one of whom had given
up and put his bike on the back of the ute. I suggested

At the mercy of the Fuel Gods – the motor bike rider
gave up and put the bike on the ute to conserve fuel

SKYSAILOR

Getting close to Poeppal Corner
Photos: Tim Leed
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Evening in the Simpson Desert – the
campsite airstrip is visible bottom right
Photos: Tim Leed
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Nano Across The Simpson

a crack at it. There was a crazy trail run going on as well
and it was fun to follow them around for a bit.
The final leg from Big Red to Birdsville took an hour,
culminating in parking the Nano outside the iconic
Birdsville Pub.
My chief regret (apart from not taking enough fuel or
allowing extra time) was not having good quality camera
equipment – my shots just don’t do the place justice. I
reckon the Nano was an ideal flying machine to do the
trip in, I had a good run with the weather, but with such
short take-offs and landings, you have so many options
there. Imagine doing the trip together with a couple of
nanos! Anyone want to come next year?

Fuel stop
Photo: Chris Hutton

This is how the Nano travelled the rest of the way home

I was asked if I would rather fly than drive – easy choice

Looks good to park here

Photos: Tim Leed

Photo: Chris Hutton

we trade some aerial photos of them for petrol, and a
deal was struck.
The next day saw me racing along next to a
motorbike as he pushed hard over the rough terrain –
but the power of my tiny Pollini two-stroke, coupled with
the speedy F2T floater wing were too much for 650cc of
thumping dirt bike and I left him behind.
Having plenty of fuel now meant I could afford to
play – circling around the cars as they crested dunes,
zooming next to them across the dry salt lakes, climbing
high for a different view, and so on… You get the idea.
The last dune is called ‘Big Red’, it’s the biggest and
hardest to climb, with multiple tracks up it, depending
on how hard you want to push your vehicle. It was ace
to watch from above as our cars and new friends all had

Brief Stats:

Total flight distance :
Total flight time:
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~415km
~10 hours
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Angry Birds
I chucked my washing out at Borah
on Saturday, 17 October 2015,…
by Simon Houston

Descent gear in use

I tied off one end of the rope to a branch so I couldn’t
loose it, then dropped the rest over the fork in the
branch I was standing on so I could abseil on two ends
and do a pull through from the ground and retrieve my
rope. In the pod harness webbing, where the carabiners
that attach the wing reside, I have previously threaded
through an 8mm cord with a double fisherman’s knot on
both sides. I threaded through a sling onto each and used
the screw gate to attach the descender loaded with the
double rope onto both. I then tied off the end of the rope
that would control my descent on a branch, hard locking
it off until I was ready to go.

I

was flying with Geoff Sullivan struggling in a
scrappy climb with a lot of drift just above ridge
height on the western side, about 5km north of
launch. Gavin Morris was about one kilometre behind.
We couldn’t get established in the crappy thermal,
there was a lot of drift for the altitude gain, when I
decided to head out over the gum trees to try for a
better climb over the tree line and still keep good landing
options open.
As I was flying out, a wedgie came diving in
screeching at me, I had a run in with this guy in exactly
the same spot about six weeks ago and came out
unscathed, climbed out and flew on. The wedgie was
now on my right wing tip, talons out and going to make
contact with my new precious wing. In an effort to
outmanoeuver it, 140m over the trees, I applied my left
brake in what in hindsight could only be described as a
radical input. The glider spun and dived into a spirally
SAT-type thing – not a lot of the wing was flying and it
did not resemble a healthy looking aerofoil.
I was falling out of the sky. After a second or two,
I rapidly decided it wasn’t a good time to attempt
recovery of this two-line glider for the first time and
low over trees. I was out of time. I was going to
impact in a matter of seconds. I immediately dropped
everything and leaned out right, sighted the reserve
handle, grabbed it, yanked it out and gave it what could
only be described as a pathetic throw.
8
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Throwing a reserve sounds easy, but let me assure
you, when you are falling out of the sky, it is not. I
remember having a very detailed discussion on this
topic with Paul Underwood after his accident many
years ago. He made it very clear to me that a good hard
throw was the key to a successful deployment, which
he unfortunately lacked. Looking at my own tracklog, it
is difficult to determine the exact timing of how things
unfolded and time seemed to pass very quickly during
the event itself, however, I estimate that I lost about
60m of altitude leaving me 70m above the trees by the
time I threw the reserve.

Delayed Deployment

At this point I would have liked to sit back, relax and wait
for the inflight service while the reserve deployed, but
nothing happened… and nothing continued to happen.
I looked out to my left horizontally and saw the reserve
still in the container on the end of the bridle beside the
mess of a half flying wing, centrifugal force keeping it
out horizontally. I could hear Ivan in my head reciting in
his authoritively dry humoured Russian accent, “If you
deploy reserve… and reserve still in container… pull it
up and throw again. What else are you going to do?” I
reached over and gave the bridle a massive yank. I could
see the lovely white Rogallo rescue chute popping out
and start to fill with air. All those hours of Ivan’s safety
clinics paid off in a fraction of a second. I immediately
knew it would fly, I didn’t look at it again. Instead, I

diverted my attention towards the rapidly approaching
trees, only tens of metres away.
I grabbed a line on the main and started to pull the
wing in as it was making a half-assed effort to fly and
downplane like a kite on ecstasy. I was about 20 or 30m
above the trees when the Rogallo inflated and slowed
me. Four seconds later I was in the trees, standing on a
branch, six metres off the ground. A softer landing than
Neil Armstrong. It was all very exciting.
I felt really good, like I had been given some party
drugs, but in reality, it was the electro-chemical CPU
cocktail of serotonin, dopamine, endorphins and
adrenaline. I gave myself a quick check over to make sure
I had no bones sticking out anywhere and gave myself
the all clear. I called Mick on the phone and Geoff and
Gav on the radio and let them know I was okay. I sent a
SPOT OK message and dropped a pin so everyone had my
exact co-ordinates. Next, I had to make myself safe and
get out of this tree before I cooked in my down jacket.

It was now safe to open
the screw gates and detach
from the wing as the harness
had now been loaded on the
8mm cord from my abseil
rope. I yanked the reserve
down along with a few
adolescent sized branches
and then I rapped down onto
terra firma.
That all took about 40 to
60 minutes. I tidied up my gear a bit and had something
to eat and drink. Then my phone rang. It was very
comforting to know that someone was watching my
SPOT track. It was Joel Price, one of my flying buddies,
and he seemed very concerned. I assured him I was okay
and would call him back later with the juicy details.
Always remember, you don’t need a tree rescue kit
so long as you are happy to hang in a tree for six or
eight hours waiting for a rescue. You then also get the
opportunity to wave at the news chopper as it hovers
overhead and see yourself on prime time local news.
A few people have asked me if I scared and the
honest answer is no, I was not scared. There was no time
to be scared. Fear is a negative emotion, it accomplishes
nothing. It leads to panic and can rapidly escalate out
of control. Fear is akin to the dark side of the force. The
excitement and ‘fight or flight’ experience, if correctly
harnessed and controlled, can make you stronger and
think quicker. Embrace it. I have learned this from other
disciplines outside of paragliding. Cave diving is worthy
of mention here, where we are always under time
pressure which is imposed by our limited gas supply
which depletes at an increasing rate as a function of
depth… but that’s another story.
My wing was impaled close to the centre cells from a
point on a neighbouring tree about 10 or 12m up. I was
unable to pull it down.
Geoff arrived first on the scene after a big climb up
the hill. I needed to climb the gum tree, but the nearest
branch was about three or four metres up. I tied a
monkeys paw, a knot to weight the end of a rope and on
my third attempt got it over the lowest branch junction. I

Doarama track log

retrieved a long, dry rotten log and propped it up against
the tree as a ramp. It was very dodgy.
Brooke Whatnall and John Scicluna appeared next on
site with a small foldable bush saw, borrowed from some
campers down below. I rigged a belay with Geoff on it
and made a simple but effective harness from the three
slings and the screw gate. Brooke and John spotted me
as I climbed up the dodgy log, Geoff taking in the slack as
I climbed. Two big moves got me less than comfortably

Attachment points

To The Rescue

I’ve carried a tree rescue kit with me for about six
years now. I always figured it was better to look at it,
than look for it. I was delighted to be in a position to
use it right then. I kept it accessible in the under seat
compartment, clipped in with a carabiner so it couldn’t
fall out when opened. It consists of three tapes tied off
into slings, a screw gate, a snap crab and 30m of 6mm
cord (a man’s rope!).
January | February 2016

Above: Tubular in use
Left: Makeshift harness with Geoff on belay in the background
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Angry Birds

onto the branch junction, where I took myself off belay,
climbed another metre or so and re-rigged over another
branch junction above me to make myself safe again.
Out with the little bush saw and after hacking through
2/3 of the 10cm diameter branch for 10 minutes,
Boomshanka, down she came.
The boys packed up the wing and we headed down
the ridge where Mick arrived minutes later on a most
obscure 4WD track. We drove back to launch, I set up,
took off and had a nice little fang on the Twister 18.
Straight back on the horse.

In Perspective

My thoughts on throwing the reserve have always been
that if you assume the average paraglider pilot will
throw a reserve once in their flying career, then every
time you land safely, that day is one day closer. I have
always viewed it as a certainty. Probability = 1. I have
visualised throwing it thousands of times and if I hadn’t
acted as quickly as I did, I could have been seriously
injured, possibly even killed.
The icing on the cake was a tried and tested system
for self-extracting myself out of the tree. For the less
experienced pilots reading this, it is probably worth
mentioning that I was flying a high performance twoline glider. A lower end glider would not have behaved as
described above and would have most likely continued to
fly if the pilot went to the hands up position.
I’d like to say a massive thank you to Geoff Sullivan,
Brooke Whatnall, John Scicluna and Michael Ashmore.
I made their day crap, but they made my day. Thanks
also to Godfrey, Bob and Brandon for the debrief.

Helping hands: ‘Angry Bird’ Simon with John, Brooke and Geoff (left to right)

A special mention to Ivan Anissimov who has been a
great mentor to me over the years, something I feel is
often lacking in our sport. If you haven’t been to one of
his ‘Kill the Bastard’ safety sessions, I highly recommend
you attend one. Also, if you can beat his record of 3.5
reserve deployments, I’m sure he’d like to hear about it.

Incident Cause: Pilot Error

Lesson learned: I would have been much better off if
I had just flown the glider and let the eagle hit me a few
times, there would have been a lot less damage to the
wing and I may have even climbed out and flown the
115km with Gav who ended up happily socialising with
the natives in the Delungra Bowling Club! Apparently,
the steaks there are $20 and 0.5m in diameter!

Simon retrieving the mess from the tree

Personal Tree Rescue Kit

➲➲ 1 x 6mm 30m rope
➲➲ 1 x Snap crab
➲➲ 1 x Screw gate
➲➲ 2 x Small slings (or (cheaper) tape with tape knot)
➲➲ 1 x Medium sling
➲➲ 1 x Tubular
➲➲ 1 x Small foldable bush saw (which we borrowed)
➲➲ Total weight is 0.95kg
If you are braver than me and want to go real light-weight, you
could use a 4mm rope, but it will run like Usain Bolt and won’t
be as impervious to drag or wear. Also, I wouldn’t have been
able to retrieve my wing on a 4mm rope and we would have had
to come back the next day and I would have most likely missed
out on my afternoon flight.
Furthermore, my personal preference is a tubular, but
you could employ any descent device that you are familiar or
comfortable with.

10
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Miles from Nowhere

s a FIFO worker, I spend half the year at work
and the other half dedicated to flying, and
with a new wing and my first pod harness
awaiting my return, combined with recent epic weather
and big flights across South-East Queensland, the trip
home couldn’t come soon enough.
Shane Gingell, from SEQ Paragliding, had arranged
for five days of flatland towing in Dalby’s ‘Big Air’.
Unfortunately, I had missed the first day, and while the
others were cracking the 200km mark, I couldn’t help
but feel like I was missing out. Arriving home, filled with
excitement and yearning for a flight, I packed my car
full of flying gear, including the paramotor, to feed my
addiction if XC didn’t quite work out.
Leaving early Tuesday morning, I arrived at the tow
field after five hours of driving to see the other pilots
all set up and ready. Shane handed me my new pride and
joy, the new Gradient Avax XC5, a tiny, light weight EN-D.
I laid out my new toy across the tow field and set up my
new pod harness and vario with anticipation. I watched
as the other pilots became airborne and drifted off in
stable conditions – at least the slow start would help
me get acquainted with my new kit.
I hooked up and towed straight into a thermal,
floating away in a steady climb. It was a slow run for
the first 20km, I struggled to stay above 1000m.
Persistence paid off and I finally entered a decent climb
to 2000m, but with a change in wind direction came a
change in flight plan – a triangle, something I have never
completed before. I attempted my first turn, and headed
straight for the ground, landing with only 35km after
two hours. The retrieve arrived and the other pilots had
similar stories – a hard day all round.
Wednesday morning began with a magical paramotor
flight over the flatlands at sunrise, arriving back at the
farm in time for breakfast cooked by Shane – a great
start to the day. We left early to arrive at the tow
field ‘Miles from Nowhere’ to similar conditions as the
previous day, but with more consistent wind. It didn’t
look too promising, but we set an ambitious goal to
Goondiwindi, 220km to south, near the QLD/NSW border.

Cu’s marking the way

At 2,990m and on my final glide

Watching my friends’ live tracking dots move across the screen
was like having my own personal X-Alps. While I was at work
I quietly cheered on my friends back home flying some big
distances across South-East Queensland.
by Shane Tighe
Groundhandling my new Avax XC5
Photo: Tex Beck
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Early morning paramotor flight
Photos: Shane Tighe
SKYSAILOR
13

Miles from Nowhere

I’m always suspicious of eagles, is it going to be friendly or is it going to rip up my wing?
Photo: Shane Tighe

Jan, Riley and I towed up and climbed slowly as we drifted over the tiger country.
Cu’s popped up in the distance, teasing us while simultaneously encouraging us to
push hard to reach them. An hour and a half later we were greeted by beautiful
white fluffy cu’s and played join the dots to cover ground. Jan confirmed our
excitement with cheerful comments over the radio each time he reached cloudbase.
As we progressed south towards the NSW border, the going got tough; recent
storms had drenched the area and significantly slowed our climbs. One by one we
struggled low then climbed back up, eagles periodically soaring amongst us as we
thermalled to base, adding to the excitement. The wet ground forced Riley down
after a modest 97km, Jan flew fast before decking it just before reaching tiger
country at 139km. I stayed high over the wet country as I pushed on, but as the
climbs became rough and thermals broken, I became quite airsick – a first for me
while flying XC and not a great experience.
As cloudbase slowly lifted and the thermals widened, I pushed on passed the
200km mark with excitement, announcing my achievement over the radio, only to
hear silence. I realised that with glides of 70 to 80km/h ground speed, I was out
running my retrieve.
I entered a great climb to base which had now lifted to 3000m. The day was
still improving and at only 3:45pm, I had still plenty of time left in the day. Could I
make it to 300km? With an average speed of 45km/h, all I needed was to stay up.
I glided past our goal, Goondiwindi, with plenty of time to spare, and with
a great glide of 14:1, I passed into NSW. The extensive flatland sprawled out
beneath me, with vast brown fields as far as the eye could see. I flew over all
the obvious triggers, from field to field, yet encountered nothing but sink. I even
passed over a tractor ploughing a field, hoping for another 3000m climb, but kept
on sinking – 38km with no climbs, it was over and time to land. I landed at 228km
after five hours and 20 minutes. I was greeted by two farmers’ cars, both very
excited to have a ‘parachute’ land on their farm, even offering me accommodation
for the night. We had a good chat, while I explained where I had come from and
how I had gotten there. With great generosity, they drove me back to Goondiwindi
where I met my retrieve.
It was a fun and challenging day and a great way to get comfortable with my
new XC kit. The track log can be found at [www.paraglidingforum.com/leonardo/
flight/1302056].

Thanks to Shane Gingell from SEQ Paragliding and the Gradient team: Tex Beck,
Jan Tupy, Riley McDermid and Eduardo C Senger for making this experience
possible.

Towing up before flying 228km
Photo: Tex Beck
14 SKYSAILOR

January | February 2016

January | February 2016

SKYSAILOR

15

Canungra Cup

2015

A low Beechmont gaggle
Launch briefing at Tambo

Felipe launches at Tambo
All photos: Tex Beck

Australia’s longest running paragliding competition, the now 16
year old Canungra Cup has been
and gone for another year. With an
over-subscribed pilot list, it openes
the Aussie season each spring in
South East Queensland and remains
Australia’s favourite competition.

Pete’s ‘Save of the Week’

ups. So as pilots fly into Brisbane the day before the
comp, they pick up a fleet of mini-busses and bring
them to Canungra. During the week of the comp, we
have a team of local drivers led by Canungra pilot, Allan
Kerr, who coordinates the fleet of seven busses to get
everyone to launch and pick everyone up again and have
them back at the Canungra pub in record time. It’s a fun
and efficient system that makes for a very social comp.
This year the popularity of the cup rose to another
level. Over 100 pilots registered for the comp, but due to
launch logistics, we limit the comp to 85 people – in the
end we had 89 pilots for the week for the most popular
year the cup has yet seen.

The Canungra launches
used are predominantly Mt
Tamborine and Beechmont,
depending on wind direction.
Being 25km from the coast,
they can have lower cloud
bases at launch when there is
moisture around. With some
storms coming through before
and during the comp, this
affected us this year and kept
tasks under 60km, but with
plenty of pilots in goal most
days we still had good racing
conditions, albeit with some
scratchy start gate action.
The task committee of
Ashley McMillan, Geoff Wong and Gareth Carter did a
superb job of making the best of each day and picking
the weather to perfection. It’s quite a bit of work for
these guys, looking at weather and task options all
morning to make it work each day.

Felipe at Beechmont

In previous years we have seen 80 to 90km tasks,
many across the Great Divide. This year the more
subdued conditions kept us within the Scenic Rim, with
tasks to the SW to Rathdowney, NW to Boonah and out
west to Lake Maroon. The scratchy launch conditions

by Gavin Zahner
Gala dinner and presentation

W

Snowy Beechmont
16 SKYSAILOR

e had a big team for organising the cup
these last five or six years, which spread
the load and kept things running smoothly.
Long time competition director, Linda Hipper, kept it all
in order for the week, and launch director, Col Hjortshoj,
kept the launch flowing at record pace and the many
spectators at bay.
The week prior to the competition was simply epic,
as is often the case. At least five flights in excess
of 200km were completed as local and visiting pilots
went far every day of the week. Big flights out of
Canungra pass some stunning scenery, cross the main
range and volcanic peaks and go from coastal valleys
through 2000m summits to the flattest of flats. It’s a
hugely interesting landscape to fly over. The day before
the comp brought showers of course, which slowed
conditions down a little.
One unique feature of the Canungra Cup is an
inclusive retrieve system, even including airport pick
January | February 2016
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Canungra Cup 2015

Continuing Improvements
Gavin McClurg from Cloudbase Mayhem
recorded a great podcast with Jeff Shapiro. A
key point Jeff made was how he needs to keep
progressing to maintain his interest – this is
important because this requires concentration
and maintains safety awareness.
by Stephen Noble

generally opened up to very fast conditions inland and
some good drag races into goal.
During the cup week there are a number of social
events, from barefoot lawn bowls, a mass pizza night, a
free BBQ party to a lavish presentation dinner with live
music and comedy from organiser Dave Gibbs. A wide
range of trophies and prizes are presented to those who
win their class – all of the performance classes have full
trophies and prizes. This year saw five racing tasks, with
Sydney pilot, Felipe Rezende, holding onto his lead on his
Enzo 2 for the last few tasks to take home the win.
The 2016 Canungra Cup has been scheduled for 8 to
15 October, so book in the week and join the fun. It’s a
great week of racing and a fantastic way to improve your
flying skills at every level. The bus system makes it easy
to just book a flight to Brisbane and have everything else
taken care of from there. It’s a wonderfully scenic and
varied place to fly with some spectacular lines and peaks.
Getting ready at Beechmont launch
Photos: Tex Beck

Results

Winner Overall:
Top EN-D Class:
Top EN-C Class:
Top EN-B Class:
Top Female Pilot:
Top Intermediate:

Felipe Rezende
Gavin Zahner
Frank Adler
Rob Oliver
Kirsten Seeto
Tom Urie

Ozone Enzo 2
Ozone Mantra 6
Ozone Delta 2
Ozone Rush 4
Niviuk Peak 3
Ozone Delta 2

Our thanks go to the following sponsors: Paragliding
Queensland, OneSmallPlanet, SEQ Paragliding, Poliglide,
Velodrom glasses and RaceCentre.
Top 10

Below: A happy Canungra comp field

Looking back from 200km
Photo: Godfrey Wenness

W

ith this in mind, my goals for this 2016 season
are to fly uncharted terrain, fly past sunset and fly 335km in an EN-B (intermediate
level glider).
Last season, I flew twice until 7:30pm, with the
sun just above the horizon, which was good, but on the
second day others, including Godfrey, Che and Jason,
pushed on for another 30 or so minutes.

Good Planning
To achieve my goals, I’ve relocated to Dubbo in central
NSW. I will be towing and flying the flatlands with
Phil Mansell. Phil’s winch is very efficient in winding in
the line. Out west this makes it very practical to find tow
strips during the day for re-flys. It means the guys who
land early can regroup, find another strip and relaunch
into late day thermals.
Phil and I will spend a week per month going on
safari. We will take food and swags and camp out where
the last pilot lands. The next day, we tow up and keep
going. Last year we almost made it to Queensland in two
days. With a more concerted effort we should get deep
into Queensland or Victoria.
Visit [flydubbo.com] if you would like to join us on a
safari. Phil makes his own winches, they are available to
buy or hire. You can even hire a vehicle and winch set-up
ready to go.

Solid Foundations
If I achieve my goals, it will be because I learnt the
following lessons that came together during my PB flight
during last season’s Manilla XC Camp.
1. Have your pee system sorted out. Previously, I’ve
used a bottle, but would prefer to set up a catheter
and tube. I generally don’t drink much in the morning
or during the flight, but on one occasion I had two
large pieces of watermelon and needed to land after
just two hours – just as well the sky overdeveloped
and became dangerous.
2. Nail your launch timing. I’d tangled something and
while I was sorting it out, I watched Godfrey launch.

Enzo vs sea eagle
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4.
5.

6.

7.

Afterwards, I was always one cycle behind him. Not
as disastrous as Phil who missed the cycle altogether
and landed at the foot of the hill…
Climb efficiently. Half an hour into the flight, the sky
westward was as epic as you’d wish – a cloud street
for 100km. There were 20 pilots around me and we
still had to glide and climb. Some were a bit slower at
climbing and when we all left the thermal they were
a bit lower each time. Matt landed here. If you can’t
keep up, let them go and fly at your own pace.
Another consideration was that I had lost weight
and was flying 18kg under the top loading. This
made me very floaty and was one way to help me
climb. I hadn’t realised I was so far under and it
prompted Gavin to change wings to a larger size for
the rest of the trip – resulting in 170km PB up from
99km and a 130km flight he said was so easy, it
became boring.
Don’t get ahead of the day. Gavin had work
commitments so had to fly hard and early. He flew
beyond the areas that were working and landed.
Change gears. After three hours, just before Narrabri,
the gaggle dispersed, the clouds faded, lift became
harder to find and didn’t go as high. I scratched in
zeros, worked with others and eventually found lift
low over a tractor. Jason and Che were earlier or just
better, their track logs don’t show an issue. Godfrey
said he was aware of the likely conditions and took a
line across the foothills.
Collapses and flying the wing. Above the tractor, I
was fairly low and the wind was fairly strong. It was
important to hang onto the climb despite turbulence.
One of the other pilots estimated I took a 70%
collapse – it felt significant but was manageable,
particularly as my weight/wing loading was low,
the low weight meant more but less violent tucks,
I barely noticed most.
Commitment. Climbing above the tractor, I had a
one to two metres per second climb, drifting me
away from the main roads over the next 100km.
Some days you just have to have a go. The land was

The Liverpool Plains, 160km from Dubbo

Photo: Stephen Noble

cultivated, so there would be some sort of access,
I had a Spot, conditions looked good ahead, after
four years of flying up to the edge of here, my gut
feeling said ‘go on’.
8. Communications. At 180km I was high and confident
and had time to sort out my retrieve. I called my
crew, now 140km behind, switched channels, found
Godfrey still flying, booked a place in his retrieve and
let my team know.
For this season I bought a blue tick phone on the
Telstra network, the best available, but not good
enough after I landed. I’m will try to put it on my
flight deck, others have had success with calls made
during flights, it could be handy.
I won’t fly without my Spot. It provides tracking
so friends know where I am and has a SOS button
to call in a helicopter if needed. We now use live
tracking with XCsoar and Skylines, see [flydubbo.
com/tracking].
9. I’m still working on flying till sunset to maximise the
flying day.

Outlanding near Dubbo
Photo: Stephen Noble
SKYSAILOR
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Acquiring
Fine Motor Skills

There’s no point in getting a high performance, super
fast wing you can’t get off the ground. Not to mention
risking your safety with a wing that you can’t control
and is beyond your early expertise.
Much better to ask what experienced pilots would
recommend as a first wing that launches easily and ask
for help in picking the right size wing too, many new
pilots end up with a wing that is too small or, just as bad,
too big for them.

The PICO Club Column [www.thepico.com.au]

It Looks Really Cool

I hate to tell you this, but looks have very little to do with
how well something works. To any new pilot, function
should be way more important than looks.
Sure, we understand your need to look cool, but
at the end of the day you want to be in the air, and
people on the ground won’t know how cool you look
from hundreds of feet away. And again, cool can be very
expensive when you break it.

Photo: Courtesy
of Miniplane USA

#7: Gear Up

It’s Gotta Be The Lightest

Powered Paragliding gear selection for new pilots.

T

his is a really big thing for new paramotor pilots,
and more often than not, the source of some of
the biggest mistakes new pilots can make. Not
only can it cost them a significant amount of money,
more importantly, it gives new pilots the greatest
hardships in getting off the ground and flying reliably in
their early hours.
Experienced PPG pilots often end up shaking their
heads at the choices made. Hopefully, with a little
discussion after reading this article, readers will pick
up some useful information that will make the decisions
involved easier for them.
The priorities for new pilots should be simple:
➲➲ get off the ground reliably each and every time,
➲➲ fly safely, and
➲➲ get back down again safely.
They are not:

Photo: Pedro Franca

Photo: Courtesy of Blackhawk
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by Andrew Shipley

➲➲ take a great video of myself,
➲➲ plot out track logs of where I’ve been,
➲➲ fly through controlled airspace, and
➲➲ get my photo taken as much as I can
by people watching.

Key Points:

➲➲ K.I.S.S.
➲➲ I need the latest gear
➲➲ It looks really cool
➲➲ It’s gotta be the lightest
➲➲ I need the maximum power (thrust)
So, let’s break these down a bit.

K.I.S.S.

The best place to start is with the minimum amount of
gear necessary. Let’s face it, what you want to do in
your early hours is fly. That means launching, flying and
landing safely and easily – often.
You must concentrate on your flying, keep your hands
on the aircraft controls and your eyes on where you are
going and your concentration on what is happening in
the air and with your aircraft.
It is a mistake to have too many of what I’d call
‘accessories’, such as a stack of engine instruments
that you shouldn’t need early on, and don’t have the
time to look at and operate anyway in your early
flying hours, nor Complex
GPS instrumentation, flight
logging instruments, iPads,
an array of comms equipment
like UHF/VHF/Bluetooth/
mobile phone and MP3
players, GoPros and such
(in fact some regulators are
looking into the dangers of
media equipment for new
pilots and may soon be
limiting these).

Photo: Hannah Asplin

I Need The Very Latest Gear

Why? Not all the experienced pilots have the very latest
gear, because they value that what they have is reliable,
functional and worth using.
Quite often the latest PPG gear, in particular motors
and frames, need a few years of ‘in the field tweaking’
to make them truly reliable.
New pilots should select from tried and tested gear.
Looking at what the experienced guys are using as
motors and frames will tell them which these are.
Plus, the latest gear can be expensive and the fact
is, new pilots can sometimes break gear pretty quickly
– especially that brand new, hi-tech, super adjustable
carbon fibre prop…
Why not pick a good old, cheaper, timber prop?
Normally you can buy two timber props for the same
price as one carbon fibre one – and it leaves you with a
spare prop, should you need it. As a new pilot, will you
really be able to notice the 5% thrust difference? Nope,
not a chance.
Now whilst all of this does apply to motors, you
should also give the same consideration to your first
wing. You don’t want to buy the cheapest one you can
find – this can be a huge mistake and possibly the most
commonly made. You want to buy a wing that launches
easily. Performance is much less of a consideration than
an easy launching and landing wing.

Firstly, for the most part marketing generally lies. If you
want to know how much a particular motor weighs, go
out and pick up comparative units owned by other pilots.
I don’t know how many times I’ve had a new pilot
come up and tell me he’s just bought the lightest motor
there is. When we weigh them in the paddock, what do
you know? It’s not the lightest!
What you actually want is a motor frame that’s
firstly strong and rigid, and will take a few bum landings.
Next you’ll want an engine that is right for your size
(more on this shortly).
Keep in mind: To a new pilot all paramotors seem
heavy, but you very quickly get used to this. As a rule of
thumb, a dry (no fuel) paramotor for a 70 to 75kg pilot
should weigh between about 22 and 26kg, and one for a
85 to 110kg pilot should weigh between around 28 and
35kg (again, dry). This is normal.
None of us are supermen though, so how do we cope?
Bit by bit, we get used to moving the weight around
with less effort, and we know that the wing lifts the
motor weight off us as soon as it is above our heads
(so we don’t really have to take more than a few steps
with the full motor weighing us down). We also have the
technique to launch and land easily – and this is the key
to it, not the weight.
Aside from this, many new pilots are so keen to
shave a kilo or two off their brand new motor, they
neglect to take into account the additional things they
do to make it heavier again. For instance:
➲➲ Don’t fill up that big fuel tank (roughly one litre of
fuel equals 1kg). If you are only going to fly for one
hour, just take 1.25 hours worth of fuel. If you carry
an extra five or six litres of fuel, you are carrying an
extra five to six kilos of weight.
➲➲ Don’t carry unnecessary gear. Sometimes all the
bits and pieces can add another eight or more kilos.
Unless you want to add more kilos to your motor
weight, don’t carry unnecessary accessories.

I Need The Most Thrust I Can Get
Photo: Sean Seery
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Another misconception and one that is still being spread
around. Too much thrust gets new pilots into way more
trouble more quickly these days. On the ground (and in
the air) the amount of torque big motors can generate
January | February 2016

Photo: Dean Eldrige

can often catch new pilots out during launch. Couple this
with poor motor frame hang point set ups and disaster
can strike for the new pilot.
More thrust also equals more weight in both, engine
mass and the amount of fuel you need to carry to fuel
the beast. As a rule of thumb you need a motor that
has the (minimum) amount of thrust that is half your
body weight plus 10kg to give you a straight and level
cruise, eg: 75kg pilot/2 = roughly 38kg + 10kg = 48kg.
You want a motor that puts out around 52 to 55kg for
nice performance.

Additional Basics

➲➲ A tell-tale ribbon on a pole on the ground. Big
windsocks don’t give you a fine enough indicator of
wind strength for PPG.
➲➲ GPS/Altimeter – something you can use with gloves
on (preferably not a touch screen). An all-in-one unit
is best, wrist mounted altimeters can often be hard
to read with your hands up on the brake handles.
➲➲ Radio – a basic UHF will do. You just need to
communicate with your fellow pilots. Forget about
the latest hands free this or that. Keep it simple!
Your radio needs to have good range (at least two to
three kilometres, more is better).
You don’t need to have a VHF radio unless you are
planning to fly in airspace that requires one. Generally,
during your early hours (or even later) it’s best to avoid
airspace with GA aircraft traffic. Let’s face it, sharing the
air with big metal things doing three times your speed
isn’t too desirable anyway. Best to stick to flying in less
crowded areas.
You also don’t need to listen to music. Enjoy the
flying, stay off the phone
(keep it in your pocket
for outlandings).
➲➲ Good footwear – your
average runners
either have too little,
or too much grip and
no ankle support. Get
yourself a good pair
of boots that aren’t
too heavy to run in
and have some ankle
support.
➲➲ Flying suit – it can
get very cold in the
air. A flying suit

makes a huge difference. Don’t try and ‘do it cheap’
with nasty overalls, motorcycle gear or similar. Buy a
proper PPG flying suit, you won’t regret it.
➲➲ Gloves – a must for areas south of Queensland.
They protect your hands from the nasty cuts that
paraglider lines can give you and having your fingers
out in the cold air can be very painful after a
while. Many new pilots complain that gloves are
too cumbersome and don’t give them any feel, but
this may be mostly due to poor glove selection. I
personally have one pair of summer gloves, one pair
of general use gloves and a pair of winter gloves
which I often use with electric heated inner gloves
(many pilots are using heated gloves in the colder
months these days).

A Few More Tips

➲➲ Radio/headset connections are unreliable! Use the
most basic, solid plugs you can. Fiddly little plugs,
sockets and switchboxes will give you much trouble.
➲➲ What older pilots call ‘Oh shit straps’ – basically a
tie-on strap on everything you carry, but not long
enough to allow anything to reach the prop if you
dropped it!
➲➲ Safety wire on all nuts and bolts.
➲➲ Cable ties on fuel tubing and spark plug rubber.
So there you go. Hopefully, this gives you some basic
food for thought when looking for PPG gear. I can’t stress
enough that keeping it simple is the best place to start.
This will make sure that you get into and stay up in the
air – which after all is why you decided to take up the
sport in the first place.
Fly safe.
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As Good As Life Gets
Montes LZ from above

I live in a beautiful place. I
chose it off a map of Australia.
I had one of those jobs I could
do from almost anywhere and
I chose Murwillumbah, NSW,
but ended up living on a farm
in the hills behind Brunswick
Heads.
by Andrew Menzies

Photo: Jan de Vos

I

sailed my landsailer on Belongil Beach at Byron
Bay, paddled my kayak down the Brunz river, rode
pushbikes and motorbikes along bush tracks and
had 4WD ‘fun on the farm’. It was a good life.
Then, driving home one evening I woke in a dark
world of spinning pain with someone patting me on the
shoulder saying, “Don’t try to move. The rescue squad’s
on the way.”
I had no idea what was happening. I was seriously
messed up, and mumbled some argument through my
busted face, so the voice said, “You’ve been in a Motor.
Vehicle. Accident.” Fair enough. Nothing I could do about
that – I passed out.
It took an hour and a half to cut the car apart and
ease my body out. The other guy was hurt worse and
got the chopper. Skyline vs Commodore and Skyline wins!
I woke up a couple of days later after six hours of
surgery. The front wheel had been pushed back where the
pedals should be and they were pushed into the driver’s
seat – so busted ankles, etc. My left knee destroyed the
centre console and the right got the ignition switch. My
arms folded up as I pretzelled the steering wheel and
the bonnet got me in the head as it came through the
windscreen. Ordinary car crash. It turns out that, very
occasionally, an overseas visitor will drive on the wrong
side of the road into oncoming traffic.

A mangled wreck
22 22SKYSAILOR
SKYSAILOR

Lennox Head
Photo: Sandy Thomson

I found myself stuck in a wheelchair in a strange and
unfamiliar world, not happy, so I lived by the motto ‘Get
good advice and follow it.’ I found a lawyer. She was into
paragliding. That seemed like an achievable challenge.
After more surgery and over a hundred physio
sessions, months in a wheelchair and a couple of years
on crutches, I was walking well enough to call Andrew
Polidano at Poliglide. Time to go flying.

Running off a hill and flying away might seem a brave
or dangerous thing to do before training, but it’s no more
dangerous than driving a car. Run down enough little hills
learning to flip that canopy overhead and get air into it
and you’ll be yearning for a big hill to run off. When the
canopy starts taking your weight, the running becomes
easy and suddenly it’s just fresh air below.
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Montes launch
Photos: Jan de Vos

One perfect day,
I pulled a few turns
high in the air near
Mullumbimby at sunset,
with bright orange
clouds to the west and
purple clouds to the
east. I was floating in
the middle under my
bright yellow and orange Swing Arcus 6, and Andrew
radioed that he’d sign me off on that – all I had to do was
float down to the paddock where my car was parked.
I was a deeply happy guy. I was back, and I had wings!
To begin with, Andrew had taken me for a tandem
flight and handed me the controls. Gentle pressure on
right brake, turn right. Like getting a driving lesson in
a truck. It’s a big wing, but once you’ve seen the world
from a paraglider nothing looks the quite same.
To float in the sky looking down at the world,
flying here, flying there, hunting for lift, watching the
ground below and the clouds above, suspended under a
beautiful wing that talks, through a rustle of the canopy
and a twitch of the lines, is as good as life gets.
So I did the classes and it all made sense. Lee rotor,
thermal, trim, flare, glide path. I was confident with the
theory but the practical didn’t start well.
At this stage I was still bandaging my ankles and
loved the paragliding boots with extra ankle support. In
the evening I’d wrap an old seatbelt with bowline loops
tied in the ends around a post on the front deck and put
the loops over my right ankle so I could pull it back into
place with a sound like snapping twigs. Friends asked me
not to do that while they were around.
That’s why I was slow on my feet when I first pulled a
wing into the air and got dragged. The only damage was
to my T-shirt, so Andrew gave me a cool Swing T-shirt to
wear and I whipped that wing into the air and stepped
under it like I belonged there.
I ran down bigger and bigger hills, doing long sleddies
until I found my first thermal. The wing tip twitched and
I turned into it, felt it buck and lift, going up – and
promptly flew out the other side. Bugger. I turned. I
knew it was right there in front of me, this invisible
elevator to the clouds.
I found it in front of a bunch of gum trees on the ridge
and got a figure of eight happening, gaining height, but
wasn’t game to follow it back over the ridge past my
comfort zone. I drifted across to hang above what we call
‘The Bowl’ and realised I could see the beach from there.
January | February 2016

Afternoon air with a view of the coast
Photo: Jan de Vos

Andrew at Manilla
Photo: Greg Eggert

I love the long, white curves of sandy beach around
here, punctuated by headlands, but from half a kilometre
up I could see it all, from Surfers Paradise way to the
north past Coolangatta, sweeping south, out around
Cape Byron and down to Lennox Head. I could see my
whole world, and it was beautiful. I did some big spiral
turns because I could.
I wanted more. Floating around Lennox Head, Possum
Shoot (Possums) and Montecollum (Montes) is fabulous,
made even better by a great club full of pilots who
just want to maximise my enjoyment of the sport,
so, on their advice, I went to Manilla, to help NSW win
the State of Origin XC
Championship.
My flying was
rubbish, but at least
I was there. As a
rookie my distances
were tripled and I
got points just for
launching, but the
best flight I had was
when I came back and
landed right where I’d
taken off. Toplanding
at Manilla. Cool.
Winter
came
and the hills weren’t

working so I needed a motor. Andrew set me up with a
Fresh Breeze Snap 120 which works well with the Swing
Arcus 6 if I’m not in a hurry to get anywhere. And I’m not.
To make sure I wasn’t pushing my physical limits
with the paramotor, Andrew put me through a gym
course, and yes I’m fit. Fittest of the crew he studied
and even challenging him on some of the exercises. Nice
to know that. I worked for it. Nice to know too that I
have the right gear and know how to use it. That’s the
purpose of training, get good advice and follow it. I take
my life in my own hands and I’m comfortable with that.
I fly. Lots of people fly. It’s obvious why.
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PWC Fiesch, Switzerland
Photo: Gareth Carter

The Coast is Clear

No better way to see the
emerald bay of Rainbow
Beach than from the air.
by Romiko Derbynew

Kate Cozens [http://ecodrifter.com]
Photo: Romiko Derbynew

1 November 2015

After a week straight of greyed out days and morning rituals of googling multiple weather sites, we decided on a
whim to take a ‘little’ detour from Crescent Head, NSW, straight to the Sunshine Coast. Yes, a little over nine hours
drive, but what a place to try my first spot of coastal flying!
Launching and landing in a big sandpit, soaring down the highway of a lift band above turquoise waters, bobbing
up and down above the trees as birds sing... and not to mention the view. Priceless!

What a day at the famous
Rainbow Beach!
26

SKYSAILOR

January | February 2016

January | February 2016

SKYSAILOR

27

Our third Strathalbyn class

Upcoming Courses:

Tiger Moth

➲➲ Albany, WA – 6-7 February 2016 (Sat/Sun).
➲➲ Strathalbyn, SA – 2-3 April 2016 (Sat/Sun).

WM/Rotax Maintenance Course
Maryborough, QLD, 7 to 8 November 2015

WM/Rotax Maintenance Course
Strathalbyn, SA, 17 to 18 October 2015

All busy!

Adelaide Airsports hosted its third Maintenance Course at the Southern
Districts club rooms at Strathalbyn Airport, SA
by Carole MacNally

S

outh Australia is fast becoming our most popular
venue for holding WM/Rotax Maintenance
courses. Both HGFA and RAA members have
attended here and after completing this course, we still
had a waiting list of eight people for a future course! We
have already booked another course for the weekend of
2 to 3 April 2016. Thanks again to Larry and Moose for
recommending the course to their students and also,
a big ‘thank you’ to Southern Districts Aero Club for
allowing us to use their clubhouse once again.
Our courses are now listed in the HGFA online forums
as well as on the HGFA website Calendar (scroll through
to check for upcoming courses). However, it should be
stated that we cannot organise a course unless we
have people on the waiting list, so if you are interested
interested in attending, you need to get in touch by email
to <kmacnally@bigpond.com> in the first instance.
Our Strathalbyn course also had two people come
back for a refresher, which is always good to see.

A Safer Way To Refuel

Of interest to us all was the Tuff Jug that Moose brought
along. He gave a demonstration of how it works and
explained why he uses one.
They are available online from Ballard’s OffRoad:
[www.ballards.cc/tuff-jug] and the website has a couple
of videos demonstrating how they work (designed for
refuelling motorcycles during racing). Well worth a look.
No fuel vapours, no mess. Note: You do need to ensure the
breather tube goes down the inside length of the handle.
They come in a variety of colours to code the type
of fuel and are quick and easy fuel fillers (we will be
using a black (conductive) Mr Funnel to filter the fuel
into ours first). Ballards don’t recommend using them to
store fuel for any longer than a couple of months, but it
certainly is very easy to use as a quick and easy pourer
directly into the trike fuel tank.
After the Strathalbyn course, we went along to meet
up with Dave Keough, who is now based at SA Skydiving

[w w w . s a s k y d i v i n g .
com.au] (he previously
completed a course with
us in Victoria).
We took along the
tools from the course and
Kev helped him conduct
a differential pressure
Tuff Jug
check and carb synch
on his four-stroke trike.
Afterwards Dave took Kev and I up for a flight in his Tiger
Moth. What a thrill! Well worth the visit and although
we did we did not have the best of weather, it was still
a great ride.
Thanks again Dave, and if anyone wants to take a joy
flight in his Tiger Moth, or try out some sky diving while
they are in SA, give him a call. The premises are well
set up and have everything you need to have a great
time there.

Strathalbyn class
Diff pressure test
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e now have six trikes in the hangars here
at Maryborough, so after three years of
conducting these courses throughout
Australia, we thought it time to hold one for our local
flyers. We sought permission from our Aero Club and
selected a free weekend in November. We have three
four-stroke and three two-stroke trikes based here, so
we knew that the practical elements were going to be
covered, however, the course itself proved hard to fill
initially. Unfortunately, two of our local flyers were not
able to make it, but as the time progressed, we managed
to fill the remaining spaces by contacting Gympie Aero
Club and offering places to their members.
Mikey was also keen to attend a local venue for his
refresher as he had travelled to Ballina for his original
course. We ended up with a good mix of disciplines
for this course: three HGFA, two RAA trikes and three
RAA three-axis with previous maintenance experience
ranging from very little to RAA L2s.
The weather forecast wasn’t good, so it was touch
and go whether we would be able to conduct all the
practicals. As it turned out we were very lucky. We could
see and hear storms all around, but Maryborough was
missed by the heavy rains. Thankfully, it remained dry
and the practicals were all completedy.
Unusually for our courses, we had tie-downs
available for the 912 carb synchronisation, so were able
to check the balance of the carburettors throughout the
full range, right up to maximum power.

Darren was able to conduct the two-stroke practicals
on his own Air Creation Kiss
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Oil filter checks

Since a few attendees had travelled up from the
Sunshine Coast, seven of us arranged to meet at the
Maryborough RSL for a meal on the Saturday evening.
The day had been extremely hot and everyone did well
to stay awake in the ‘classroom’ – our AeroClub is a
heritage-listed building and doesn’t have ceiling fans... It
was a welcome relief to get into the RSL air-conditioning
for a couple of hours at least.

We’d like to say a big thank you to our local flyers,
Darren and Greg for allowing us to use their trikes for
practicals. It was very much appreciated, as were the
cakes brought along by Mikey.

WM/Rotax Maintenance
Numbers To Date:
Number attended seminars:
Number attended maintenance courses:
Total attendees:
Number of HGFA Endorsements attained:

27
204
231
101

Maryborough course
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Organya

Muntanya Magica

no government taxes. This is where
everyone goes to buy supplies – it
is super cheap and one can buy food
and beer to last a week for around
30 Euros!

Organya Life

Looking down the valley from Magic Mountain

Known to locals as the ‘Magic Mountain’, it seems that only possible to ridge soar easily over 1000m high above the
floor even in small acro gliders.
those who visit and fly the mountain will understand its magic. valley
Acro pilots soar up and push out over the valley, then
by Shane Gingell

What Makes Organya Magic?

Organya is located in the Spanish Pyrenees, not far from
the border with France and the very small country of
Andorra. Unlike Australia, the Pyrenees are made up of
quite high mountains with deep valleys between.
Organya town sits in one of the major valleys that run
from the Spanish flatlands up in to the high Pyrenees.
The main air flow in these valleys is either a katabatic

Over Organya town, about to start an acro run
All photos: Shane Gingell
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flow down the valley at night and early morning or an
anabatic flow up the valley in the afternoons.
The Magic Mountain is a 1000m high mountain that
sits perpendicular across most of the valley, so when
the afternoon valley winds comes up the valley, much of
the air is forced up the 1000m high mountain to create
ridge lift. During summer, for nine out of 10 days the
valley wind will come in during the afternoon, making it

do a 600m acro run, pulling out with 400m above ground
to quickly climb back up to do it all again. The pro acro
pilots were doing about 40 acro runs a day for four out
of five days – there is nowhere else in the world where
anyone can practice this much acro, which is why all the
top acro pilots come to Organya to train.

When acro pilots refer to ‘Organya
Life’, they mean the lifestyle you have
when para-bumming in Organya.
While the rest of the world works
nine to five, the Spanish have a very
different idea about lifestyle. No
one gets out of bed before 10am. If
you want to avoid the crowds when
going anywhere or doing anything,
all you need to do is go before 10am
and it will be deserted. All shops,
Taking off from Magic Mountain
businesses and people also stop for
All photos: Shane Gingell
a midday siesta before their real day
starts up mid-afternoon, then runs
It is a very easy lifestyle to fall into, but super hard to
into the night. It is very common to see children playing
in the street till midnight and some of the street get out of when returning to real life in Australia.
festivals don’t even start till midnight.
A para-bum’s day usually works like this: get out of Acro Training
bed at 10m, then graze yourself into a food coma over Obviously, the highlight of my Spanish holiday was the
a few hours before going for a siesta and getting back flying, especially the acro training.
I now understand why pilots who go to Organya
up to head up the hill in time for flying to start at about
4pm, train hard core acro till landing about 9:30pm, progress so much. Doing so many acro runs while
followed by socialising with the other pilots before practising all day, then reviewing your POV gopro
dinner at about midnight.
footage at night to see what you did right or wrong, then
to go out the very next day to step on the shoulders of

what you learnt the day before just makes for very steep
learning curves compared to doing an occasional run
here or there with a big break in-between.
One of my goals for the trip was to gain good control
of Helico as it is one of the hardest acro manoeuvres to
master, but one of the most important ones any acro
pilots needs as a foundation for further progress. When
first training Helico, I didn’t seem to progress, it lead to
a reserve deployment and I was getting very frustrated,
but lots of feedback from the expert pilots related that
everyone has the same problem when learning this

How To Get There
And Where To Stay

The great thing about Organya is the easy access and
cheap accommodation and food. It is a little under
two hours drive from Barcelona
international airport. I flew in and
rented a car, since I wanted the
freedom to go where I wanted,
when I wanted while on holidays,
but most of the international
pilots catch the bus from
Barcelona to Organya while parabumming on a budget.
I also choose to stay in a
little luxury while on holiday and
rented a beautifully two bedroom
apartment with views overlooking
the river for 600 Euros a month
– again, the para-bums were
renting less flashy apartments
off the locals, starting from 300
Euros a month and packing in as
many as five people per unit.
Andorra is 20 minutes
drive away, isn’t part of the
European Union and has nearly
January | February 2016
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Sat to Helico connection

Nice banana, just short of vertical tumble…

manoeuvre. After much persistence and some great
advice I finally managed to do nice neat controlled
Helicos, happy days!
Next up was to master the Sat to Helico connection.
Surprisingly, once you have Helico mastered, the
connection was easy to learn, it just took one more day
of training.

My holiday was nearing its end and Helico training
had taken up three quarters of it, so it was time to strap
in tight and have a go at some of the bigger manoeuvres.
After listening to advice on Rhythmic Sat to Tumbling, I
though it time to start training Rhythmic Sat. The most
difficult part was timing to pull hard while the glider is
below you at six o’clock and then release fast as the

glider is on its way back up at nine to 10 o’clock. I was
very aware that if anything goes wrong during this
manoeuvre, the glider always stops at its slowest point
directly below you and the pilot then falls towards the
glider, potentially ending up wrapped in it.
With this in mind, I was super focused on the timing
of the pull and release – to make sure I did not fall into
my glider. During my first attempt, I just entered a little
before exiting again. On my second attempt, I focused
solely on timing and kept going when, to my horror, I
realised that I was doing it so well the glider was about
to tumble! I was nearly vertical over my wing, struggling
to remain calm and I managed to Anti-Rhythmic out and
exit nicely. I admit that I don’t know how all these acro
pilots training here manage to stay so calm… or are they
all freaking out as much as I am?

All Good Things Must End!

No matter how much we wish that it won’t end all
good thing must come to an end. After making more
progression in my acro in 1 month that in the previous
year it was time to be thinking about good bye and
returning to my real life in Australia. It felt very sad not
because my holiday was coming to an end but because
I had meet and bonded to so many super friendly likeminded people and now had to leave not knowing if I
would every see them again. I would have to say the
South American crew are some of the friendliest people
I have meet, they were always so excited to see you like
you where their long lost brother. Don’t tell my wife but
I will return to the Magic Mountain before too long as it
was an experience that I have have again.
Near vertical during Rhythmic Sat
32
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Looking back towards the Magic Mountain

Safety News

HGFA Operations Manual And More

As of Monday, 16 November 2015, the Civil Aviation
Safety Authority (CASA) has approved another
Operations Manual update.
The updated Operations Manual is now available for
all, via the HGFA website [hgfa.asn.au]. Please read it.
Amendments include:
1. ‘On-Site Supervision’ definition and applications.
2. Recognition of alternate Medical Certificates from
CASA or other recognised aviation organisations.
3. Biennial Airworthiness Inspections for WM craft.
Required upon renewal of aircraft registration.
4. All ‘free flight’ skills and requirements (including
airtime), are to be achieve for all certificate levels.
Particularly the Intermediate certificate. Hours
gained whilst motoring DO NOT count towards a
‘free flight’ certificate. The Intermediate PG/HG
requirement being 25 hours (free flight) in not
less than 25 days. All flights signed off in the
Supervised Pilot Flight Log. This deficiency and
possible exposure, was identified by our insurer.
5. Numerous other minor mechanical amendments.
Further to this, there is now a ‘Document Amendment
Submission’ form available on the ‘Forms & Docs’ page of
the website (Thank you, Adrian Palfrey).
We are currently updating the Accident/Incident
reporting system and the on-line pilot flight log. You can
now upload IGC files to your flight log and view them in
a Google terrain map. We will be adding new features
to this facility over time and may run some form of
competition to incentivise the use of it.
We are also developing an on-line exam process,
with the first exams to go on-line being the VHF Radio
January | February 2016

Christopher Czajkowski at Blackheath, NSW
Photo: Dave Bateman

Operators exam and the Straight Through Powered
Paragliding exam.
When the Straight Through PPG exam is available,
it is expect that Straight Through courses can be
commenced by those CFIs who have achieved the
qualification and been authorised to do so.
Further information about what will be required for
such authorisation will be made available shortly.
We are currently in the process of migrating all
documents and exams to the Member Area of the
database.
All docs/exams will have an access matrix applied,
meaning that if you are a PG SSO, when you log-in you
will only see exams/forms/docs that are relevant to a
PG SSO, alternatively, if you log in as a WM instructor,
you will only see exams/forms/docs relevant to a WM
instructor.
This should make it easier for you to access the
forms you need rather
than searching through
the whole list of HGFA
docs.
There are lots
of changes in the
appearance of the
website and database.
There is now an HGFA
You-Tube channel. If you
have any suggestions
for appropriate material,
please email the
information to us.
Instructors And SSOs (HG,
PG, WM, PPG)

1. I have had two more cases of instructors
administrating flight checks for persons who DID
NOT have current HGFA membership or HAD NOT ever
held the qualification that was being checked. This
is stupidity at it highest as the lack of insurance
coverage leaves you, the instructor (or SSO), open to
direct litigation, in the event of an accident causing
injury. HGFA insurances WILL NOT cover you... If you
value your house, car, income and any other assets,
confirm memberships and qualifications first. Don’t
just take their word on it!
2. All FTFs must make sure that the courses they offer
are compliant with the Operations Manual. Offering
courses that DO NOT comply is a breach of your FTF
approval. It is also a breach of the Instructors Code
of Conduct, and a breach of the Fair Trading Act. I
have seen two such courses being offered on HGFA
FTF websites and have requested they be removed
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or updated immediately. Non-compliance =
Suspension of privilege.
3. All student workbooks and study
guides are available on-line on the
‘Forms & Docs’ page of the website.
Please download and print them or
request that your students do so
before attending a course.
Brett Coupland, Operations Manager
Feedback: Questions and or feedback regarding HGFA
Operations or Management are welcome! Please feel
free to email the HGFA Committee <committee@hgfa.
asn.au>.

New FAI Record

FAI has ratified the following Class O (Hang Gliding and
Paragliding) European record:
Claim number: 17588
Sub-class/Cat: O-3 (Paragliders)/General
Type of record: Straight distance
Course/location: Vetrovka (Ukraine)
Performance: 429.2km
Pilot: 			 Bogdan Bazyuk (Ukraine)
Paraglider: 		 Gradient Aspen 5
Date:			29/6/15
Previous record: 363.6km (3/5/14, Luc Armant, France)

assets, including the sale of USHPA headquarters
and moving to a bimonthly magazine. We’ve received
major contributions from schools nationwide and the
Foundation for Free Flight.
We are still left with a deficit of $930,000, which must
be raised by 1 March 2016 to launch the RRG before our
current insurance expires. We need to raise this capital
amount just once, to start up the RRG. An anonymous
donor has pledged $100,000 to complete the campaign
once $830,000 has been raised.
Visit [ushpa.org/freeflightforever] to help. We will
regularly update the fundraising totals. We invite all
free-flyers worldwide to support our endeavour.
Sincerely, Martin Palmaz – Executive Director
and Paul Murdoch – USHPA President

Hang Gliding Tours – Oz and the USA

AirDesign News

Do You Fly Or Want To Fly In The US?
Urgent USHPA Free Flight Forever Campaign

The future of free flight in the US is at risk, and this is an
unprecedented move to protect it. For most of us, flying
is more than a sport – it is a passion and a lifestyle. It has
given us our greatest memories, our wildest adventures,
our best stories and our closest friends. Many visitors
come to fly in the US each year. We now ask for your
contributions to secure our future through the Free
Flight Forever Campaign [ushpa.org/freeflightforever]..
The insurance landscape has changed in recent years,
with increased premiums and an August notification
that all USHPA schools and instructors will no longer be
insured. In March we expect a huge increase in premiums
and the loss of all coverage for instructors, schools and
flying sites. Our members depend on this protection. The
loss of insurance would devastate free flight in North
America for everyone.
USHPA has been working hard to find a solution.
We’ve explored other carriers, other extreme sports
associations and other countries’ solutions. We’ve
outlined our plan to form a self-insurance pool called a
Risk Retention Group (RRG). With self-insurance comes
better control, better cover for tow operations, and a
long-term ability to reduce premiums. To fund the RRG we
must raise $2 million. USHPA is contributing all available
34
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Volt2 EN-C now certified in S, SM, M and L
The ideal glider for XC-orientated pilots who are looking
for a high-performing wing, packed to the brim with
cutting-edge design technology. The Volt2 features race
lines, highlighting a completely new line-geometry that
showcases just two main lines (2A, 2B, 2C) on each line
level, reducing the total line length (29m/10% for size
M), reducing drag and improving performance.
Stability is increased through inclusion of a
prominent shark nose. Ballooning is reduced by a double
3-D cut on top and bottom sails. Vortex Holes at the
tips and outside cell trailing edges work to diffuse drag
by releasing redundant pressure. The glider remains
extremely balanced in moving air and has improved
climbing characteristics, especially in headwind.
The main objective achieved with the Volt2 was not
to position this glider within the outer limits of the EN-C
category from a handling and comfort perspective, but
to offer outstanding outer limit performance. Size XS is
currently in certification. See [www.ad-gliders.com/en/
products/gliders/volt2-ltf-en-c#90757] for more.
Rucksack Light (530g)
The rucksack is one of the most important pieces
of equipment. Light weight and carrying comfort are
essential for hike & fly. So we, together with our team
pilots, have developed one of the lightest rucksacks
currently available. Prototypes were tested during the

There is a long history of radio communication in the HGFA and
while we are making progress all the time, our communication
still has a lot of room for improvement.
Jiri Stipek

W

Product News

Australia’s No. 1 pilot, Jonny Durand, in conjunction with
HangglideOz CFI, Tony Armstrong, will run 1, 3 and 5-day
courses from 15 to 19 February 2016 in Manilla.
With over 195 competitions under his belt, Jonny will
improve every aspect of your flying performance. This is
an opportunity to learn from the best.
Courses will conclude prior to the NSW State Hang
gliding Titles. Contact <tony@hangglideoz.com.au> or
0417 939 200 for more information.
USA flying tours were popular in the 1990s. It’s
time to bring them back! Fly at world-class locations in
California, Utah and Colorado.
Call Tony Armstrong on 0417 939 200 or email
<tony@hangglideoz.com.au> for more information.
Check out the action at some amazing sites visited in
2015 on Hangglideoz’s Vimeo page.
Ausilia Cristiano, HangglideOz

Are We There Yet?

Borderline contests and X-Alps, to make sure that the
comfort is great even when carried for long periods.
Made of durable DOKDO-30DMF cloth, our Rucksack
Light only weighs about 530g. With approximately 65l
volume, it offers enough storage space for your entire
kit of light-weight paragliding equipment.
Its simple construction and maximum practicality
are convincing. Thanks to extra thick padding in the back
area the Rucksack Light provides good ventilation and
great carrying comfort. See [www.ad-gliders.com/en/
products/accessories/2627-rucksack-light] for more.
For information contact the importer on 0416 617
067 or 0407 918 099.
Mark Rossi, Cloudbase Paragliding

Paramania Australia Under New Managment

Justin Shaw is taking over the reins at Paramania
Australia. His thanks go to Chuckie who has shepherded
it for the past seven years, but has decided to focus on
other areas. A new website is on the way to showcase
the new breed of Paramania wings and keep you
informed of all things Paramanian.
Some glider manufacturers have been converting
free flying wings into paramotoring wings without
understanding the full relationship between wing and
motor. The same was the case for hang gliders – in
the beginning people used normal free flying, nonreinforced hang gliders for powered flight. These days
we have specifically designed reflex PPG wings that have
taken the sport to new highs.
Paramania challenges the boundaries of practical
design and produces such specialised wings. Their
products are renowned for their extreme stability,
giving pilots confidence yet retaining the dynamic
feeling which makes paramotoring so enjoyable.
Although Paramania have had some challenges in
the last few years, but with their new production
facilities and staff these issues are a thing of the past.
For seasoned pilots there’s never been a better time
to come back to the wing you used to love or better
wing to start your flying career on. Contact Justin on
0407 884 351 or <jkshaw1@gmail.com> or visit [www.
paramaniaaustralia.com] for more.
Justin Shaw, Paramania Australia Pty Ltd

Volt2
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e were using UHF CB radios pretty much
from the beginning because of their
compact size, short antennas and the
citizen band sector free of any license requirements.
While there are channels allocated for us on the VHF
Airband, wide use of these can’t be expected due to the
high cost and license restrictions. Only a small part of
our flying activities have a legal requirement for their
use. A majority of the HGFA membership never gets in
these situations and UHF will remain the main mean of
communication for most everyday use.
All was going reasonably well, until the CB sector
increased in popularity and became overloaded, making
it virtually unsuitable for our practical purposes. We
are particularly exposed to radio channel congestion
because of the altitude at which we usually operate. It
provides a long line of sight – which is how UHF signals
propagate. As a result, we receive all the chatter by
hikers, truckies, even children playing with radios from
an over 100km radius. It is not only annoying, but
also makes picking up the important messages all but
impossible.

The Dedicated HGFA Channel

The HGFA came to the rescue a few years ago and
purchased a mobile land channel for exclusive use by
its members. It was a good idea, but there is a dark side
to this as well. To use this channel and the four CTCSS
sub-channels you have to have a professional UHF radio.
A cheap dedicated CB transceiver available from discount
electronics stores won’t do the job.
By coincidence, at about the same time the
technology made a quantum leap forward in the CB
radios and CTCSS (tone squelch) became a standard
feature of even the cheapest CB units. This feature
opened the possibility of dividing each of the 40 CB
cannels into 50 sub-channels increasing the number of
choices to 2000. Shortly afterwards, new Australian
Standards for CB radios were issued increasing the
number of open CB channels to 80 by halving the channel
width from 25 to 12.5kHz. With the use of tone squelch,
this pumped up the number of available choices to
staggering 4000! This number enables virtually anybody
to find their ‘own’ free channel for interference free
communication – unless somebody makes a deliberate
effort to annoy you.
Does this make the HGFA channel redundant? Not
really. Schools, instructors conducting special events
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and comp organisers often want to have a guaranteed
interference free communication option which would
never be possible on a frequency segment also available
to general public. Yet, it is safe to say that for an everyday recreational pilot, the CB sector provides all one can
ever wish for – if used correctly. Unfortunately, we still
have room for improvement in this area.

Effective Channel Use

Several usage issues are not properly understood and
we often encounter problems we shouldn’t have to.
The mysterious ‘tone squelch’ feature is a typical
example. Also known under the acronym ‘CCTSS’, it is
not a magic bullet. It doesn’t really divide every open
channel in 50 ‘sub-channels’ as it may seem. It doesn’t
stop the radio receiving other signals using the same
carrying frequency. It only monitors the already received
and demodulated signal and decides whether to open
audio or not – and that is the main limitation of CTCSS.
CTCSS is ideal for filtering out weak distant stations
which could otherwise cause a nuisance. Radios using
CTCSS receive these, but don’t open audio if a specific
tone squelch is not included in the demodulated signal.
If there is another, much stronger signal detected,
your radio will start receiving this instead and if it also
contains a specific tone squelch, it will open audio.
Tone squelch is less than perfect for separating
communications among two or more groups in the
same area. For example, if you are in a busy radio area
and in contact with a pilot who is at some distance
already, all will be well until someone in your vicinity
starts transmitting on the same main channel using a
different or no tone squelch. Your radio will immediately
lock onto the stronger signal and ignore the signal you
were communicating with previously. The worst thing
about this is that you won’t know about it. You simply
don’t hear anything (audio
is disabled) and may assume
your partner has stopped
talking to you or gone out
of range.
For this reason, the use
of the same main channel by
two or more groups within
the same area should be
avoided. Some organisers
of special events are doing
exactly the opposite, for the
worst possible reason of
all: Because that particular
main channel is used in that
particular area!

Obviously, the HGFA channels suffer from the same
problem. It is not good practice for more than one group
to use these in the same location. The HGFA channel and
sub-channels are recommended to be programmed with
a ‘transmission blocker’ (the radio won’t transmit if it
detects traffic on the same main channel), but not all
radios have this feature.
For event organisers, the best option (if the HGFA
channel can’t be used) would be to select a ‘club channel’
(we have at least 10 of them in Australia) from an
area at least 300km distance from the event venue.
It would cause no interference and would be easy for
participants as well – they have it most likely preprogrammed in their radios already and won’t have to
test their radio programming skills. Again, some event
organisers insist on choosing a channel/tone squelch
combination off the top of their hats. These don’t offer
any technical advantages and can make life harder for
the participants.

Legal Matters

There is also a lot of confusion about the legality
concerning the use of radios. In reality, it is quite simple:
Your unit has to be compliant with Australian Standards
4365 for CB radios. The compliance has to be confirmed
by a sticker similar to the one in the photo, normally
located in the battery compartment. No sticker, no
compliance. The radio is not legal, no matter how much
its features may be technically matching AS 4365. ACMA
(Australian Communication and Media Authority) is a
law enforcement agency with powers matched only by
the police force, customs or the ATO. There are multithousand dollar fines and even jail terms available for
enforcing Australian communication laws. You don’t
want to cross their wires.
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The Airborne V-Lite
Ever since my first hang gliding flight eight years
ago, I have always wanted to get my microlight
licence and my own microlight.
by Andrew Luton

Fortunately for some in our community, ACMA is
undermanned and overworked. Responsible for all TV
and radio broadcasting, internet, mobile phones, radio
communication, etc, CB radios occupy the fringe of
their interests. Yet, as the use and abuse of the sector
is growing, it is only matter of time before ACMA will
step in.
Some ‘helpful’ individuals are selling ‘bargain’ PG/
HG radios to unsuspecting customers, exposing them
to serious legal consequences. Yes, you can get fined
a few grand just for being in possession of a gizmo like
that! These illegal products are generally not advertised
publicly to avoid sellers being caught. A rather naive
assumption,in my opinion, since nobody can cheat the
law forever. I suggest you check any radio you have
purchased recently for a sticker similar to the one above.
If it is absent, you have been taken for a ride. Go to
[www.acma.gov.au/theACMA/equipment-complianceand-labelling-complaints] and report your case. Request
a full refund from the merchant as well. The seller will
be ordered to issue a recall by ACMA anyway, but it may
take some time. By acting early, you may receive your
refund before the fines and legal fees cause insolvency.

Photo: Dave Bateman

of the radio. Having it in a spot where you can operate
at least the channel selector and volume control is
essential. The conditions for use of CB radio include
that you have to check the receiving indicator (usually a
blue LED) before you transmit. It warns you if the main
channel is being used by someone else if you are using
the CTCSS filtering. If this indicator is not visible to you,
you can’t comply with this condition and can become a
major nuisance for all other users in a wide radius.
Bear in mind also that the UHF signal is, by agreement,
vertically polarised. If the antenna is off the vertical by
more than by a few degrees, your range, TX and RX are
seriously reduced. In my experience, the best location
for the radio is the rear riser of your paraglider. Make
sure this doesn’t interfere with your control though.

CB Rules Of Engagement

Optimum Set-up

Another problem is the physical set-up of you radio. Any
equipment that compromises the control of your aircraft
during its operation is a dangerous piece of equipment.
A plain radio, no matter how good it is, is exactly that. It
may be perfectly suitable for your retrieve driver (if not
used while driving), but to use it safely and effectively
in the air, you will need some specialised accessories –
namely a headset and ideally also a finger-mounted PTT.
If you are planning to buy a radio, check the
availability, suitability and price of these additions and
make sure you take this into account during selection.
Once you have all you need, pay close attention to
the proper installation of the accessories and mounting
36
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It is obvious from the above that there are several rules
to be followed in the CB world – to just mention a few:
1. At least 90% of your transmittion has to be human
voice.
2. Re-transmitting a signal received from another
source is prohibited.
3. A continuous transmission must not last more than
three minutes. There has to be an automatic cutoff timer (TOT) to assure adherence to this rule. If
someone who has PTT locked continuously (the most
common and serious disruption of communication
at our flying sites), you know they are using a noncompliant, illegal transmitter.
4. The transmitter power must not exceed 5W – again,
this rule is only broken by a non-compliant device.

Note: Using the low power setting (usually 100mW)
will give you a shocking range of around 20km or so.
However, this setting saves battery power and will
also cause less interference to distant users. Use
full power only for extreme distances or when on
the ground. It is not unusual to make contact at over
200km air to air distance using 5W output.
5. Surprisingly, you are allowed to swear and use
coarse language as you might in normal verbal
communication. However, you are not allowed
to transmit messages likely to seriously offend
someone – racist or sexist comments for instance.
6. Do not use repeater (duplex) channels for simplex
communication or duplex channel 5 for anything
but distress emergency calls. Channel 5 duplex
is monitored by volunteers and some emergency
services as well. It has a broad coverage and may one
day be your only life line in case of an accident.
All the above comes from AS 4365 and being
unaware of these rules is no legal excuse for breaking
them. Paradoxically, these standards are not available to
the general public and have to be purchased if you want
to know more. It gets worse: I’d actually be breaking
the conditions of my license if I reproduced the exact
phrasing from the publication. Rather absurd, but again,
if you have a compliant radio, its user manual has to
contain all the points of concern specified by Australian
Standards.
To summarise, we have all the technology at our
disposal to make our communication safe and effective.
A little more education in this area could help and the
HGFA may benefit to pay more attention to the subject.
January | February 2016

H

ere in Canberra we have a growing number of
enthusiastic powered paragliding pilots who fly
every weekend – and not just around a paddock,
but rather going on cross-country adventures. The
beauty of the V-Lite is that it has a very similar cruise
speed as the higher end PPGs, so group flying is a breeze.
After obtaining my microlight licence and hearing
about and seeing all the fun adventures my mates were
having with their PPGs, it was time to get a trike!
I had flown a demo V-Lite on a number of occasions
and it fitted everything I was looking for: light to
transport, light to fly, quick and simple to set up and a
whole lot of relaxed flying fun.
The force required for pitch and roll is very light and
it handles surprisingly well in turbulence. In my first
year I managed to clock up 80 hours and have flown in
all types of conditions – from calm mornings through to
moderate winds and thermic conditions.
Some of the fun experiences I have had in my V-Lite
have been:
➲➲ Several +100km flights
➲➲ Climbs to 10,000ft
➲➲ Flight over Mt Kosciusko
➲➲ Flights around hot air balloons
➲➲ Flown from Canberra to Tumut for lunch and a refuel
before returning home
➲➲ Stunning coastal runs along the NSW south coast
➲➲ Randomly flown over farms with airstrips and landed
to say ‘G’day’ to other flying enthusiasts
All of this at a lazy and enjoyable 29kt and with a
great bunch of fellow enthusiastic pilots.
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Flying around the hot air balloons that fly daily here in Canberra

All photos: Andrew Luton
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The Airborne V-Lite

Fun with friends

but you also get a Fun 2 to go hang gliding and dune
gooning with!
A lot of people ask me what the differences are
between the V-Lite and T-Lite since I have been lucky
enough to fly both. The table below may simplify the
answers to some of questions.

Some Reasons To Choose V-Lite

Mt Kosciusko

Licensing Requirements

➲➲ Hang glider pilot already?
With an intermediate or advanced rating, get your
motorised endorsement on top!
➲➲ No prior hang gliding or weight-shift microlight
experience? You have two options:
1. Obtain your hang gliding endorsement and once
you reach your intermediate endorsement, get
your motorised endorsement which allows you
to fly powered hang gliders that weigh under
70kg; or
2. Obtain your microlight licence.

V-Lite Vs T-Lite

Airborne offer two single-seaters, the T-Lite and the
V-Lite. In basic terms, the difference is that the T-Lite
has to be registered and you require a full microlight
licence to fly it, whereas the V-Lite falls under CAO 95.8
category which does not require registration. (Note that
the new HGFA Ops Manual requires you to place the last
four digits of your HFGA member number on the wing or
trike base – no dramas and no extra rego costs!)
The V-Lite wing is a Fun 2 with a slightly strengthened
frame so you can also free fly the wing as a hang glider.
For me, the V-Lite is just about as good as it gets.
Living here in Canberra, we get hundreds of calm
mornings and afternoons each year. This provides plenty
of opportunities to get out and go flying. After eight
years of hang gliding, the V-Lite offers me the option

Photos: Andrew Luton

to go exploring and enjoy flying for hours in the early
mornings or late afternoons and have the rest of the day
to do all the other things we’re meant to do… including
playing golf and drinking beer. I can’t recall the great
number of times in the cooler months here in Canberra
when I had sled ride after sled ride off the hills in my
hang glider and thought, ‘Gee, it would be nice to stay
up for even 30 minutes!’ The V-Lite has filled that gap
for me and on the marginal days I am now able to set up
in the same time it takes to set up my hang glider and fly
around for an hour or two to get my fix.
If you are a hang glider pilot looking for that extra
opportunity to go flying, or you simply want to get
into the powered side of things, then the V-Lite is a
great option. Not only do you get a single-seat trike,

➲➲ They look cool and every time you land at an airport
everyone says, “No way! You flew in on that?”
➲➲ No registration required
➲➲ As easy as it gets to transport a trike around.
I travel with mine sitting on the tray of the ute
➲➲ The wing is able to be free flown
➲➲ Fuel consumption is low and therefore the hourly
cost of flying is also low
➲➲ The Polini motor is one of the most popular motors
used by PPGs and plenty of spare parts are available
here in Australia – so no need for retro-fitting
➲➲ You can get up early and fly for a couple of hours and
be home in time to take the kids to football or for
that family lunch – unless you get distracted during
the flight of course
➲➲ The opportunities to go exploring are endless
➲➲ The trike base nestles nicely into the corner of the
garage (alongside all your other gliders, motor bikes,
boats, etc)
If you are like me and can’t get enough, your next
step might be the Ezy – a two-seater XT582 trike (for

Licensing requirements

Hang glider pilots only require
an intermediate rating plus a
motorised HG endorsement; or
Full microlight licence
Wing can be flown
Yes – Fun2T wing
as a hang glider		
		
		
		
Cruise speed
Fun2T wing – 29kt
		
Engine
Polini 130 pull start (21.5hp)
Fuel burn
Circa 3.5 litres/hr at cruise
Total empty weight
70kg
(base and wing)
Max pilot weight
110kg
Base size
Both identical

Fits on the back of my ute
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V-Lite
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Photo: Heidi Krueger

which you need a microlight licence of course) for around
$38k. It takes not much more time than the V-Lite to set
up and you can take a passenger on your adventures.
If you’re interested in the V-Lite, check out this video
[https://youtu.be/mkb2XSCjU0o] – it should feed you
the excitement you need to turn your dreams into reality
and get into powered low and slow flight!

More at: [www.airborne.com.au/pages/ml_v-lite.php]

Photo: Heidi Krueger

T-Lite Core 168 & 154 wings
Full microlight licence

Photo: Heidi Krueger

No – Core wing (168 & 154)
Yes – Fun2T wing (F2T is certified for both
bases, however, on the T-Lite base it requires
registration and microlight licensing as the
T-Lite base raises the total weight over 70kg)
Core wing (168) – 31kt
Core wing (154) – 36kt
Polini 190 electric start (27hp)
Circa 4 litres/hr at cruise
90kg
110kg
Both identical
Identical bases for V-Lite and T-Lite
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Review:

Gradient Aspen 5

I want to share my recent experience with my new glider, the
Gradient Aspen 5 with you. First, some background: I have
been flying for three years and have logged close to 600 hours
of XC during this period and each year, I take part in three FAI
sanctioned competitions. All this helps me maintain consistent
progress within this fantastic sport of ours. I am most probably
suffering from a slight addiction…
by Jan Tupy

F
Wingtip

or the last three months, I’ve flown the Aspen 5, logging 112 XC hours and
covering a total of 2486km in a number of flights, including four exceeding
200km and one of these 243km straight line. In the latest comp, the Canungra
Cup 2015, I finished second in Sport Class – one point behind the winner – and 16th
overall in the Open Class.
It is the second EN C wing I have ever owned, after having also tested other popular
gliders in this category. I enjoyed each of these, whether owned or only tried, with the
Aspen being my outright favourite.
It came across it when a friend of mine, Martin Havel, who had a long good
experience with Aspen 4, pointed me towards Aspen 5. It took me a while to get my
hands on one, but the result was amazing – ‘love at first flight’, I would call it. We have
even shared a bed together on a number of occasions.
Mine is a used A5 28 from Eduardo Stegner, who decided to go one size down. The
glider had been well run in after Eduardo won Sport Class at last year’s Canungra Cup
with it.
Each wing has its strengths and weaknesses, as can be expected, yet I know
now that there are wings out there which provide a sense of complete fulfilment –
everything lines up and allows one to just get on with the job of doing whatever it is
we are striving for within the sport. Aspen 5 is that wing for me. It has fitted me like a
glove from day one. So, here are some impressions I gained about it:

While lifting the bag, you immediately notice that the
glider is fairly light. As with other Gradient gliders, A5 is
one of the lightest in its category. The canopy appears
to be meticulously finished, displaying workmanship you
would expect from one of the leading manufacturers.
There seems to be a notable shortage of lines, Gradient
doesn’t waste any material here. This is possibly due to
the ‘DD’ (double diagonal) cells construction, again, a
trademark of Gradient.
As a bit of a surprise to those who believe a modern
glider can’t perform well without a Shark Nose – you
won’t find one on A5. Instead, Gradient has its own
solution to solve the shifting stagnation point problem.
The most conspicuous of this are the triangular cell
openings which are much more sophisticated than
meets the eye. Fact is, it works and tremendously
well. In flight, A5 certainly displays as good speed and
stability characteristics as any glider.
Risers use the regular ‘shoelace technology’ and
together with the small number of thin lines, make for
‘simple, smooth and efficient’. There are handles on the
rear risers to help the pilot during launch, killing the
glider or steering it in flight. The speed system seems
very much standard.
My secondhand specimen with quite a few hours
on the clock still looks good and feels crispier then
any wing I have had at 160 hours. A good testimony to
workmanship, design and choice of materials.
Colours could be a bit of disappointment for some.
There are only two standard combinations and no
fancy patterns! Personally, I see the short list of colour
combinations as minor issue. It comes down to what
your main objective is when selecting a glider: excellent
flying characteristic or good aesthetics – I go for the
former. Besides, for an extra $200 or so you can let
your creativity run wild and use the ‘Color Chooser’ on
Gradient’s website to select any colour you can dream of.
Finally, having the glider spread on the ground with
its 64 cells and a modest 6.25 aspect ratio, you may
not realise you are looking at an efficient and fast XC
machine – but give it a few hours in the air.

In Flight

The Gradient sizing is rather unfortunate for my body
weight. Aspen 5 comes in three sizes, a 24, a 26 and
a 28. Flying at 105 to 107kg is putting me above the
sweet spot of the 26 and at the lowest end of the size
28. So for now a ballast bag it is for me, which on one
hand makes things more complicated, yet gives me more
flexibility in the flats and allows for extra water and an
oxygen system.
Take offs are generally easy and require no special
attention or skills. Once in the air, the first thing I

Out Of The Bag

Riser
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The glider is well made, light and comfortable to carry. A small pocket on the inner bag
contains some self-adhesive rip-stop, a length of thin line for the upper cascade and
some spare maillon inserts for emergency field repairs. You also find a user manual
and warranty card there. Gradient offers a two-year general warranty plus a unique
one-year ‘accidental damage’ warranty. Yes, if you rip your glider within the first year
of ownership, you can have it fixed for free – here, in Australia. No joke. I know of a few
people who have taken advantage of this generous deal.
January | February 2016
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noticed when comparing A5 to my previous wings, was
its precise handling. It’s what’s taken me the longest to
adjust to, but helped my flying skills to progress. In the
beginning, I regularly oversteered, killing the efficiency
of the glider. After a while, I realised all I needed to do
was give a little jab on the brakes to the left or right to
keep the glider nicely inflated above while searching for
that next column of ecstasy.
I love how it sniffs the thermals out. Simply with
hands up, I let the glider do all the work, sending me
clear signals down from the leading edge via the risers,
telling me where my next lift will be. The accuracy and
hit rate is astonishing. Aspen 5 is a talkative glider and
doesn’t let you forget it’s there. However, ignoring the
signals doesn’t lead to disaster. You just don’t get the
best out of it, that’s all.
There is nothing better for assessing performance
than flying in a competition with other pilots flying
different wings. The Canungra Cup gave me exactly this
opportunity. Both speed and glide allowed me to keep up
and be competitive with the best in my category. On full
bar the speed is at the top of its class.
So far, the more than 2000km I have covered with A5
were not all flown in smooth air. We went through some
seriously chunky, sharp, broken up conditions which
allowed me to appreciate the stability of the glider. I did
suffer some collapses. I tend not to hold back in rough
air and the glider let me know when I pushed too hard.
However, on no single occasion did I turn more than
90º and I never lost more than maybe 30m of height.
Reinflating in a blink of an eye required a little help from
me in catching the surge
to get straight back in the
game.
I’m sure the work
and time I’m putting in is
complementing the design
to achieve the results I’ve
been fortunate to attain
recently. There is no such
thing as a free lunch, but if
you’re ready to work hard,
Aspen 5 may be one of
the best tools around to
achieve excellent results.

DD cells

Leading edge reinforcement

Importer’s comment: Aspen
5 is being imported by
Paragliding Headquarters
in Victoria. It is also
available from SEQ
Paragliding in QLD and
WA Paragliding
Academy in WA.
Prices may
vary from dealer
to dealer and in
general they are
at the lower half
of the price range
of EN-C gliders in
Australia.
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January

Forbes Flatlands HG Championships 2016
1 to 9 January

Forbes Airport, NSW. FAI Cat2 AAA. Registration and welcome
party: 31 Dec 2015. Eight days of flying (2-9 Jan) plus one
practice day (1 Jan). Four classes: Open, Women’s*, A-Grade*
(*incl. pilots never placed in the top 100 in FAI WPRS ranking
and will fly and be scored in Open Class as well) and Sport (will
have their own task set each day). Trophies: All four classes
plus the Forbes Council encouragement award. Requirements:
well maintained HG and harness, GPS or GPS/vario, tow release
and bridle, recently repacked parachute, helmet, current HGFA
membership, VHF rating and equipment, aerotow rating. Cost:
Get in early and pay less: $300 paid before 7 Nov, $350 before
7 Dec, $400 after 7 Dec, $450 paid on 31 Dec, plus $400 tow
fee (incl. site fee). Includes unlimited tows, awesome flying,
fun, welcome and presentation meals. Aerotow: Organised
by Bill Moyes himself. Retrieves: Arrange your own retrieval
team – we can help with matchmaking, just contact us. HQ:
Forbes Sports & Recreation Club, Lachlan St, Forbes NSW
2871. Schedule: Registration at HQ from 10am to 12pm and 4
to 6pm, 31 December. Welcome briefing at HQ at 8:30pm 31
December (New Year’s Eve!). Presentation: 9 January. Contact:
Vicki Cain <moyes@moyes.com.au>.

Manilla XC Camp 2016

30 January to 6 February
Mt Borah, Manilla NSW. Free event for XC pilots of all levels.
Informal distances are scored using your choice of online
system or straight line Open Distance off your GPS. Come
for as many days as you like, fly as far as you can, fly with
and learn from some of the best XC pilots. Many pilots
achieve PBs in Manilla each year. Mt Borah has four huge
astroturfed launches for nearly all wind directions, easy
landings, developed for the 2007 Worlds. The Manilla area
offers some of the world’s safest XC flying for all pilot levels,
from novice to expert, with some thermalling experience.
Daily weather briefings by Godfrey Wenness, tips and trick
sessions, campfire discussions, regular day prizes and scoring
updates in all classes (Fun/Sport/Serial). Open Class gliders
are welcome to attend but won’t be scored. Camping ($10/
night, $12/night powered), cabins available on site, cafe and
licensed bar, two camp kitchens, BBQ, swimming pool. Contact:
<godfrey@flymanilla.com>.

February
NZ PG Open Series – Kiwi Open 2016
8 to 14 February

Mt Borah, Manilla. FAI Cat2 event. The Kiwis are coming, please
reserve your entry early as the event will fill up. The Kiwi Open
is the first leg of the NZ Paragliding Open series. Entry fee:
NZ$150/165/200 depending on timing, included are entry
pack, mid-week BBQ and prize giving dinner. Max. 120 pilots.
Run in accordance with NZHGPA competition rules. For more
information and registration: [www.kiwiopen.com].

Bright Open

20 to 27 February
Bright, VIC. Sanction FAI Cat 2, HGFA AAA. Website [www.
brightopen.org].

NSW State Titles

21 to 27 February 2016
Mt Borah, Manilla, NSW. AA grade Competition. Practice day:
20/2/16. Please enter online at [www.wow.asn.au] or [www.
nswst.com.au].
Photo: Dave Bateman
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26 February to 5 March

Nelson, NZ. The Tasman HG and PG Club (THGPC) is hosting
Round 2 of the NZ PG Nationals. This is the second of two
FAI Cat2 competitions for the NZ 2016 season. The comp
HQ will be the Tahuna Beach Kiwi Holiday Park [http://
tahunabeachholidaypark.co.nz/] and special eight-night
accommodation deals apply (use promo code: PG Open when
booking). For more information on pilot requirements and
to book you place visit [www.pgopen.org.nz/]. Book by 30
December 2015 to receive the earlybird discount and free
T-shirt.

WA State Hang Gliding Championships
27 Feb – 5 March

Westonia, WA. Hosted by the Goldfields Dust Devils, HGFA A
Grade, CIVIL CAT2. Entry fee includes welcome BBQ, Midweek
Spit, Presentation dinner and a rusty pilots weekend as well
as all prises, trophies and a lot of fun.
More info at [www.goldfieldsdustdevils.com/].

great flying opportunities and beautiful scenery with the
many wineries and grassy fields to soar and motor over.
All PPG and PHG pilots are welcome. More at [www.thepico.
com.au].

July
PICO Lakeside Fly-in
1 to 3 July 2016

Lake Hume, Albury/Wodonga VIC/NSW border. The PICO
‘Lakeside’ fly-in will be held on the shores of the awesome
Lake Hume just a short way from the twin towns of Albury/
Wodonga on the NSW/VIC border. There are XC flights not
just around the Lake but to towns further away such as
Yackandandah. There are launch sites along the banks of the
lake and are all large and grassed. Camping arrangements will
be available at the nearby Lake Hume Great Aussie Holiday
Park with cabins and sites to pitch your tent or park your
caravan. All PPG, PHG & PPC pilots are welcome. More at [www.
thepico.com.au].

September

March
NSW Weekend Warriors Series 2015/16
Round 4: 5/6 March (Reserve 12/13 March)

Please see earlier entry for all details. Contact: James
Thompson on 02 4946 8680 or <jamesflys@gmail.com>.

Paragliding State of Origin 2016
25 to 27 March (Easter)

Mt Borah, Manilla, NSW. A great way for novices to get into
comp and XC flying in a fun and safe way. The comp promotes
skills and safety and is based on flying crews (five-pilot
teams, one Adv, two Nov pilots plus two other). Get your crew
together. Handicapping used for scoring. C-Grade sanction.
Requirements: Reserve, UHF radio, three hours XC flights
outside of licence course, XC course recommended. Comp
fee: $30 (earlybird $25 before 11/3/16). Register at
[www.ozparaglidingcomps.com/], [http://vomoir.com/
npc/state_of_origin.html] for info and pilot pack. Contact:
James Thompson on 02 4946 8680 or <jamesflys@
gmail.com>.

PICO Milbrulong National PPG/PHG Fly-in
15 to 18 September 2016

Milbrulong, NSW. The PICO Annual National PPG Fly-in is the
original and biggest PPG fly-in in Australia. It has been running
for 18 years and attracts pilots from all over Australia and
sometimes overseas as well. You can also see all the latest
gear there, from wings to motors to accessories. There is
usually also plenty of spare parts to add to your toolbox if
necessary. The area is outstanding for XC trips from 20km
to over 100km. All PPG, PHG, PPC, WSM & Balloon pilots are
welcome. More at [www.thepico.com.au].

Flatter than the Flatlands
25 to 28 March (Easter)

Birchip, VIC. Join the 24rd Flatter than the Flatlands XC
towing competition conducted over the four-day Easter
long weekend. Entry fee: $80, includes daily prizes,
presentation BBQ, scoring, goal beers and lots of fun.
GPS and parachute required. Discount available for teams
with a first time pilot. Contact: Wesley <wesleyianhill@
yahoo.com.au>.

Accident & Incident Reports

Events Calendar

2016

NZ PG Open Series – Round 2 2016

2015

the glider continued to turn towards the hill and
descend rapidly until it was obscured behind trees.

These are preliminary accident and incident
reports and may change after follow up.

November

September

Date: 15-11-2015
Description:
Arrived on site and watched conditions for aprox 15
minutes. I considered conditions were flyable with
10 to 12kt ENE. I then set up and ground handled my
glider for a few minutes with no issues other than the
conditions being a little light for this glider.
I launched and made a few low passes with no
issues before unexpectedly flying into some very
strong lift and gaining approx. 30m in altitude. At this
time my leading edge collapsed and while trying to
sort out my wing, I ran out of altitude and came into
contact with the ground.

HG Accident – South-east Queensland

Date: 2-9-2015
Description:
Students third flight off training hill, approx.
8m high, following two tandem flights and
one day ground instruction on shallow slopes.
As the student was launching in light
conditions, the glider started to turn
to the right. Instructor told student to,
“shift left, left, more left,” to correct
the turn. Student made small correction,
but only enough to fly low parallel to the
base of the hill. Student’s roll input was
insufficient to turn the glider away from
the hill, and in ground effect, at approx.
1m, the basebar hit a stump, followed by
the student swinging through the left
downtube and over the stump, resulting
in a collar bone fracture.

PG Accident – NSW

Date: 21-9-2015
Description:
After some deliberation over wind strength
and if it was sufficient to soar, the pilot
launched and turned to the left toward the
beach, following the standard site flight
plan. He was able to gain some height and
make several short passes near launch.
The pilot appeared to be struggling to
soar and stay above launch and appeared
to be applying significant brake. On making
a right turn for another pass to the south,

PG Accident – South-east Queensland

PG Accident – NSW

Date: 23-11-2015
Description:
An incident occurred with a student paraglider at
approximately 10:45am while attempting a ground
handling launch from a 2m dune on Long Reef beach,
approximately 100m from the surf club.

WM Accident – NSW

Date: 24-11-2015
Description:
Conducting minor maintenance, to be followed by
cleaning of aircraft.
I had just cleaned air filters and spark plugs, and
pushed trike out of the hangar to test run. I started
the engine and the throttle stuck on full, ramming the
trike into the closed doors of the adjoining hangar.
The left side of the wing struck the edge of the
side/front of the hangar first, then the nose of the
aircraft struck where the two doors meet.

Human Factors
Air (the environment) -Man (I’m safe) -Ship (the aircraft)
Illness?

April

I’M SAFE

Do I have an illness or any symptoms of an illness or disorder?

Dalby Big Air 2016

Medication and other drugs?
Have I been taking or mixing prescription, over-the-counter or recreational drugs?

10 to 16 April

Dalby, QLD. Practice day: 9 April. Comp days: 10 to and
including 16 April. Cost: $475, total, incl. $75 registration
fee non-refundable. Registration closes 10 March 2016.
More at [dalbybigair.com].

Stress?
Am I under psychological pressure from my job or personal circumstances?
Am I worried about financial matters, health problems or family matters?
Alcohol?
Have I been consuming alcohol within the previous eight hours?
Is my blood alcohol level less than 0.02?
Would my average alcohol consumption be greater than ‘very low risk’?

June
PICO Rutherglen Fly-In
10 to 12 June 2016

Rutherglen, VIC. Every June 2015 Rutherglen hosts the
ultimate gourmand’s party as leading regional chefs and
Winemakers partner together to present ‘The Tastes Of
Rutherglen’ festival. PPG pilots will find a terrific launch
site that is leased by the Pico Club from the local council
for paramotor flying operations. The local areas provide
January | February 2016

Fatigue?
Am I tired or inadequately rested?
Photo: Dave Bateman
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Eating and Drinking?
Am I adequately nourished and hydrated?
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All clubs please check details in this section carefully

Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs.

All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs

All correspondence, including
changes of address, membership renewals, short term
memberships, rating forms
and other administrative
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor East VIC
3033, & 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager
Brett Coupland & 0417 644633 <manager.

operations@hgfa.asn.au>.

HGFA Administrative Manager
Melinda Goullet & 03 9336 7155 <office@hgfa.

asn.au> <melinda.goullet@hgfa.asn.au>.

➲ F or information about site ratings, sites
and other local matters, contact the appro
priate State associations, region or club.

HGFA Committee
of Management

States

HGFA

Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required
to be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if
confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where no current forms or
confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken as having expired.

Regions
ACT HG & PG Association

[www.acthpa.org]. Pres: Terri Jewell
<tjewell69@gmail.com> 0411
236715; V-Pres: Geoff Robertson;
Trs: Aimee Nizette <treasurer.
acthpa@gmail.com>; Sec: Kristina
Smith <kdsmith71@gmail.com>
0407 905554; Public Officer: Matthew Smith;
Committee: Andrew Luton, Dave Hanna.
Meetings: 1st Tue/month 7:30pm, except
January, Canberra Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.

PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South 0417 930142
<ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres:
Tom Marwick; Sec: Richard Breyley 0417
986896 <richardbreyley@iinet.net.au>; Trs:
Sam Clark; Club Reps: Simon Shuttleworth
(Albany), Richard Breyley (Dust Devils), Mike
Duffy (Western Soarers), Rick Williams (Hill
Flyers), Aron Crowhurst (Non Club Rep).

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association

Sec: Grant Cassar <secretary@hgfa.asn.au>.

PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Ralf Gittfried
<president@nswhpa.org> 0466 566288;
V-Pres/PO: Nir Eshed <Vice-President@
nswhpa.org> 0423 422494; Sec: Fred Crous
<Secretary@nswhpa.org> 0425 227 075;
Trs: Graeme Cran <treasurer@nswhpa.org>
0487 205171; Committee: Brett Coupland,
David Holmes, Tony Dennis, Chris Clements,
Allan McMillan, Louis Klein, Michael Stott.

Trs: Rick Williams <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au>.

North Queensland State Association

Pres: Sun Nickerson <president@hgfa.
asn.au> <sun.nickerson@hgfa.asn.au>
& 0466 399850.
V-Pres: Greg Lowry <vicepresident@hgfa.asn.au>
& 0400 759105.

Committee Members:
Alex Jones <alex.jones@hgfa.asn.au>.
Brian Webb <brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au>
& 0417 530972.
John Twomey <john.twomey@hgfa.asn.au>

& 0419 892992.

Peter Allen <peter.allen@hgfa.asn.au>.
Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>.
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PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881.
Pres: Daniel Keech 0427 888893
<dkeech1@hotmail.com>;
Sec/Trs:
Tracey Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881,
0418 963796 <info@azurephotography.
com>; PG rep: Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association

PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding
queensland.com>, Sec/Trs: Rod Stead 0428
132215 <roderick.stead@rpsgroup.com.au>.

PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA 5000
<sahga.exec@gmail.com>. Pres: Peter Bolton
0401 368736; V-Pres: Stuart McClure 0428
100796; Sec/Trs: Robert Woodward 0408
808436 (SA/NT State Rep); SSO (HG): Martin
Sielaff 0408 834621, Helen 0427 656545;
SSOs (PG): Adam Stott, Peter Allen; PG Rep:
Mark Elston 0428 480820; SSO (PPG): Adrian
Palfrey 0408 341181, M’ship: Dave Wilson,
Sthn sites: Geoff Fisher; Nthn sites: Peter
Bolton; ML: Garry Fimeri (SDFC) 0428 111249,
Board member: Paul Kelley.

Tasmanian HG & PG Association

PO Box 268, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, [THPA.
org.au]. Pres: Ramon Brasnja 0419 652693
<beatclepto@hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Keith
Wales 0407 516845 <giligan42@hotmail.
co.uk>; Sec/Trs: Rob Steane 0418 146137
<robsteane@netspace.net.au>.

Victorian HG & PG Association

PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au]. Pres: Rob Van Der Klooster 0408 335
559 <president@vhpa.org.net>; Sec: Steve
Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@vhpa.
org.net>; Trs: Peter Kemeny 0409 028165
<treasurer@vhpa.org.net>; SO: Matthew
Hall 0418 517407 <safetyofficer@vhpa.
org.net>; Site Dev: Adam Young 0422 383
214 <adam@fibreopt.com.au>; Web: Jan
Bennewitz 0423 139923 <jan.bennewitz@
gmail.com>; Committee: Romann Kudinoff
0414 971533 <romann@kudinoff.com.au>,
Michael Armstrong, Alister Johnson.–

Clubs

Contacts

South Australian HG Association Inc

New South Wales
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.

190 Wyndham St, Alexandria, NSW
2015 [bmhgc.blogspot.com]. Pres:
Julian Andersen 0414 865894
<julian_andersen@hotmail.com>;
Sec: Alex Drew 0423 696677
<revant)1@yahoo>; Trs: Stephen
Moon; SSOs: Allan Bush (HG) 0407 814524
<bethandallen@bigpond.com>, Che Golus
(PG) 0429 432031 <chegolus@gmail.com>.
Meetings: Contact President.

Central Coast Sky Surfers

PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261,
[www.centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres:
Rod Burke 0401 923923 <president@
centralcoastskysurfers.com>; V-Pres/Sec:
Javier Alvarez 0418 116681 <vicepresident@
centralcoastskysurfers.com> <secretary@
centralcoastskysurfers.com>; Trs: Phillip
Wheen <treasurer@centralcoastskysurfers.
com>, SSOs: Javier Alvarez 0418 116681
<mediacentralcoastskysurfers.com>, John
Harriott 0412 442705<nationalparksliaison
centralcoastskysurfers.com>. Meetings: 1st
Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club, Ilya
Ave, Erina.

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.

PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond
Sparkes 0433 917011; V-Pres: Andrew Swan
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres:
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1

@bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club

[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael
Porter 0415 920444 <porter.michael60@
gmail.com>; V-Pres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491
150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Inc.

Pres: Stephen Robertson 0457 123102;
V-Pres: Krizzo Becker 0420 479008; Sec/Trs:
Paul Cox 0421 072897.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.

PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.org.
au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02 6785
6545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>, V-Pres/Sec/
Trs: Bob Smith 0428 317735 <bobskisan@gm
ail.com>, SSOs: Mark Russell 0434 895185 (HG).

Mid North Coast Flyers Inc

470 Ocean Drive, Laurieton NSW 2443 [www.
midnorthcoastflyers.com.au] <mncflyers@
hotmail.com>. Pres: Daniel Rose 0411 897255;
V-Pres: Murray Dawes 0487 177928, Sec:
Phil Searle 0418 448645. Site info: SSO David
Wainwright 0429 844961 or SSO Chris Rogers
0407 918099.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 991, Newcastle NSW 2300 [www.
nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Ward Gunn 0414 356588
<president@nhgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Adriaan
Mulder 0420 359863 <vicepresident@nhgc.
asn.au>; Sec: John Spencer 0432 112175
<secretary@nhgc.asn.au>; Trs: Nicola
Bowskill 0406 639298 <treasurer@nhgc.
asn.au>; SO (inland/coastal): Tony Barton
0412 607815; Newsletter: <editor@nhgc.
asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm
South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.

Newcastle Paragliding Club

Pres: Neil Bright 0412 689067 <tojofly@
iprimus.com.au>; V-Pres: Andrew Dempsey
0438 949373; Sec: Andrew Burchell 0403
772563 <andrewburchell1@gmail.com>; Trs:
Michael Johnson 0409 244049; SSO: Bob Lane
0490 349441 <bob.lane55@hotmail.com>.
Meetings: Last Tue/month, 7:30pm, Hexham
Bowling Club.

Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc

Unit 8, 8 Parriwi Road, Mosman NSW 2088.
Pres: Ray Firth 0425 314735 <rayfirth@gmail.
com>; V-Pres: Michael Lamb 0422 611318
<lamykiwi@optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Gregory
Evans 0422 688491 <evans100@optusnet.
com.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor 0434 882834
<alan@2t4l.com>; SSO: Doug Sole 0412
728959 <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>.

Northern Rivers HG & PG Club

PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net], <nrhgpgc@gmail.com>. Pres:
Jan Devos 0438 645135 <janpauldevos@
googlemail.com>; V-Pres: Brian Rushton 0427
615950 <byronair@optusnet.com.au>; Sec:
Gavin Hartel <nrhgpgc@gmail.com>; Trs:
James McEwan 0437 368999 <nrhgpgc@
gmail.com>; Sites: Col Rushton 0458 120010
<colinrushton@upnet.com.au>; Council
Liaison: Neil Mersham 0408 441742 <neil_
mersham@hotmail.com>; SSO (PG): Lindsay
Wooten 0427 210993 <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): Andrew Polidano
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0428 666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>;
PR: Jan Smith 0438 876926 <jansmith.
cloudnine@gmail.com>. Meetings: Byron Bay
RSL Club, 7pm, 2nd Fri/month.

<maxidog6@bigpond.com>; Sec: Tracey Hayes
<info@azurephotography.com.au>; Trs: Daniel
Keech <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Committee:
Ted Powell, Brod Osborne, Joe Reyes.

NSW Sky Hawks

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.

Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres: Tony Dennis 0418
574068 <fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: William
Olive 0412 423133 <William.Olive@hne
health.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: John Jablonskis
0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>.

The Pico Club Inc. (Paramotor Club)

[www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Andrew
Shipley 0407 511451; V-Pres: Justin Shaw
0407 884351 <jkshaw1@gmail.com>; Sec:
Jos Weemaes 0488 693788; Trs: Andrew
McCarthy <natmarks@tpg.com.au>; PO: Jeff
Hoffmann 0429 206233 <jandlhoffman@
bigpond.com>; Web: Andrew Shipley 0407
511451 <andrewshipley@netspace.net.au>.

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508, [www.
flystanwell.com]; Pres: Yianie Tiliacos
0422 776060 <yts@exemail.com.au>;
V-Pres: Martin Wysocki 0409 959691
<hollywood@hollywoodparagliding.com>;
Sec: Dave Bateman 0414 845587 <dave@
davebatemanphoto.com>; Trs: John Scicluna
0404 070702 <jps_64@yahoo.com>;
SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083 <SSO@
flystanwell.com>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club

[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au] <shgc
@live.com.au>. Pres/SO: Ken Stothard
<kstothar@optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Vicki
Cain <Vicki@moyes.com.au>; Sec: Bruce
Wynne <bwynne@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: John
Selby <jselby@pivit.net.au>; SSO: Doug Sole
<dougsole@optusnet.com.au>; Snr 1st Aid:
Martin Wielecki <lastradaphoto@hotmail.
com>. Meetings: Juniors @ the Junction, Anzac
Pde, Maroubra, 8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.org]. Pres: Kirsten Seeto 0450
887857 <kirsten.flys@gmail.com>; V-Pres:
Martin Joyce 0411 407974 <cemjoy@gmail.
com>; Sec: Nicholas Loveday 0434 057727
<nicholas.loveday@me.com>; Trs: Sundra
John <sundrajohn@gmail.com>; Committee:
Sarah Pitchford, James Mills, Greg Hurst, David
Holmes; SSO-PG: David Holmes 0408 366505
<ny_studios@hotmail.com>; SSO-PPG: Brett
Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@ppgaustralia.
com>; SSO-HG: Rohan Taylor 0425 268080
<rohantaylor@yahoo.com>. Meeting: Harbord
Bowling Club, Bennett St, Freshwater, 7pm, 1st
Tue/month (except January).

PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Sim Bailey 0418 440117
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres/SSO HG:
Ken Hill 0418 188655 <vicepresident@
chgc.asn.au>; Sec/ Grants Officer: Gregory
Moczynski 0438 253685 <secretary@chgc.
asn.au>; Trs: Steve Monson 0407 597096
<treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Grants Officer:
Matt Cage 0410 589800; SSO PG: Phil Hystek
0418 155317, 07 55434000 (h), Brandon
O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc

C/O Shayne Towers-Hammond, 3 Waterline
Way, Rosslyn QLD 4703. Pres/SSO:
Shayne Towers-Hammond 0434 544148
<shayne.16@hotmail.com>; Sec: Bill
Gonch; Trs: Fraser Strain; SOs: Fraser
Strain, Kent Gosden; CFI: Jean-Luc Lejaille
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com> 0418 754157.

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.

’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: James
Lowe 0418 963315 <j.lowe@cqu.edu.au>;
Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699 <jaw12@
bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 0427 177
237 <jonathon.a.wall@team.telstra.com>;
SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 07 49387607.
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Dalby Hang Gliding Club

13 Cottman St, Buderim QLD 4556. Pres: Bruce
Crerar <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; Sec/Trs:
Annie Crerar 0418 711821 <annie.bruce@
bigpond.com>; SSO: Bruce Crerar.

Duaringa Flying Club Inc.

PO Box 76, Duaringa QLD 4712. Pres: Paul
Barry 0499 22865 <prbarry@tpg.com.
au>; Sec/Trs: Tim Osborn 0499 310902
<Timothy.J.Osborn@bigpond.com.au>

Fly Killarney Inc.

[http://fly-killarney.com.au/]. Pres: Scott
Farrell 0439 754303 <scott308@rocketmail.
com>; V-Pres: Dave Gibbs; Trs/Sec: Paul
McCullough <plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.

Pres: Ben Darke 0418 753220 <ben@water
bed.com.au>; Sec: Brett Paull 0435 203153
<101airbourne@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar
07 33327535 <grantcassar@iinet.net.au>.

Sunshine Coast Sports Aviators Inc.

50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres:
Derek Tremain 07 33957563 <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts
07 32676662 <trike@tpg.com.au>.

PO Box 2399, Noosa Heads, QLD 4561
[www.sunshinecoastsportsaviators.com.
au]. Pres: Paul Green <president@sunshine
coastsportsaviators.com.au> 0412 376719;
V-Pres/SSO (HG) David Cookman 0427 498
573; Sec: Karen Cookman 0407 498573; Trs:
Allan Hutchinson 0422 357833; SSOs (PG):
Jean-Luc Lejaille 0418 754157, Shane Gingell
0417 619167, Jonny Allen 0438 107518.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club

Wicked Wings Toowoomba HG & PG Club

Queensland

Caboolture Microlight Club

PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Vanessa Spark
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[www.wickedwings.com.au]. Pres: Joe
Colfs 0422 587636 <joe_colfs@hotmail.
com>; V-Pres: Brendan McKenzie, 0401
769712 <brendan86@live.com.au>; Trs:

Peter Harding 0427 119314 <peter60@live.
com.au>; Sec: Sonya Fardell 0415 156256.
<soyafardell@yahoo.com.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club

Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:
07 49555122 <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

Northern Territory

Alice Springs Paramotoring & Paragliding Club

PO Box 4402, Alice Springs NT 0870. Pres:
Richard Binstead 0422 956967 <rbinstead@
gmail.com> Sec: Alan Bartlett 0407 105 899.

Victoria

Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club

<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Peter
Hannah; SSO: Rob van der Klooster 0408
335559, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923.
Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue see [www.
dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.

c/o Johannes Straub, 3/421 Melbourne Rd,
Newport VIC 3015 [www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres:
Dave Moore 0432 152101 <dave.moore04@
googlemail.com>; Sec: Johannes Straub; Trs:
Noel Bear 0425 801813 <Treasurer@mhgc.
asn.au>; SSO: Glenn Bachelor; Committee:
Pete Cass, Neale Halsall & Glenn Bachelor.
Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, Tower Hotel, 686
Burwood Rd, Hawthorn East VIC 3123.

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club

PO Box 317, Bright VIC 3741. Pres: Andrew
Horchner 0427 807516 <clearapm@gmail.
com>; Sec: John Chapman 0412 159472
<chappo252@gmail.com>; Trs: Barb Scott
0408 844224 <scott.bj@gmail.com>;
Committee: Bill Brooks; Pedram Shiary; Wally
Arcidiacarno; SSO: Karl Texler 0428 385144;
<brightvt@netc.net.au>. Meetings: [nevhgcmembers-forum@googlegroups.com].

Skyhigh Paragliding Club

[www.skyhighparagliding.org].
Pres:
Peter Sapiej <pres@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; V-Pres: David Laird <vp@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Trs: Beny
Aycardo <tres@skyhighparagliding.org.au>;
Sec: Garrath Evans <sec@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; M’ship: Ab Husseini <mem@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Nov Rep:
Allesandro Spina <nov@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Web: Romman Kudinoff <wm@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Merch: Javier
Rebage <merchrep@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; SSO: Matthew Hall 0418 517407.
Meetings: 1st Wed/month 7:30pm Retreat
Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford. No
meeting in Nov or Jan.

Southern Microlight Club Inc.

[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au]
Pres: Tony Batson <president@southernmicro
lightclub.com.au>; Sec: Steve Bell <secretary
@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>; Trs:
George Vassis <treasurer@southernmicrolight
club.com.au>; Newsletter: Trevor Lane <trevor
@teknological.com.au>; Web: Steve Bell
<webmaster@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>.

Philippa <bohdan392@gmail.com>.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club

PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc.
org]. Pres: Dean Bayley 0408 548651; V-Pres:
Greg Beglehole 0408 335559 <greg@heating
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Phillip Campbell; Trs:
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860 <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp
0408 678734 <rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>; Site Committee Chairperson: Steve
Norman; Committee: James Wynd, Will
Faulkner. Meetings: Last Sat/month, The
Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia

Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.

Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA
6051. Pres/SSO: Rod Merigan 0439 967971
<rmerigan@paraglidewesternaustralia.com.
au>; V-Pres/SO: Gabriel Bressan <gabebres@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Trs: Colin Brown
0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.com>.
Meetings: Last Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne
Park Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.

[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Pres/SSO
Kalgoorlie: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.
net.au>, 0427 328638; Trs: Phil Clarkson <phil.
clarkson@hotmail.com.au>, 0405 144475;
Sec: Duncan Dekoning <chickendekoning@
hotmail.com>. SSO Perth: Mark Stokoe
<wrx2002@iinet.net.au>, 0414 932461.

Hill Flyers Club Inc.

<hillflyersclub@gmail.com>. Pres/SSO: Rick
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary
Bennett 0412 124264; Trs/SSO: David Longman 08 93859469; SSO: Gavin Nicholls 0417
690386, Mike Ipkendanz 0428 471806.
Meetings held on site during club fly-ins at York.

WA Sky Pirates (PPG)

Pres: Mark Wild <mwild@gastech.com.au>
0411 423923; Trs: Mark Hayton <mark.
hayton@riotinto.com> 0439 513465;
Sec: Kevin Hatten <kevinhatten@bigpond.
com> 0419 845509; SSOs: Mark Wild 0411
423923, Gordon McCabe 0407 776462.

Western Soarers

PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason
Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril
Eliopulos <wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs:
Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs:
Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull,
Rick Williams, Michael Duffy. Meetings:
See [http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/
western_soarers/].

Victorian Air Hogs

[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum:
[http://skypirates.freeforums.org/]. Club
for WSM, PPG & PHG pilots. Contact: Bohdan
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Schools & Maintenance

New South Wales

Victoria

Queensland

Queensland

Poliglide Paragliding
Specialising in
Motorised Paragliding since 2001
➲ SIV, towing, confidence building specialist.
➲ HG to PG conversions.
➲	Sales and service of paragliding and motorised
paragliding equipment.
➲	Sport and Exercise Science trained.

Importer of Swing
gliders since 1999

Rainbow Paragliding • APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment
APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique
in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders

FreshBreeze motors Crispi Boots
since 2001
since 2001

www.poliglide.com.au

0428 666 843
PARAGLIDING CENTRE

Andrew Polidano CFI

We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best,
our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding
Champion) has been involved in paragliding since 1990 &
instructing for over 10 years.

Western Australia
Australia Wide Services
Certified Paraglider
Repairer Testing & Repairs

Professional Paragliding

➲ Comprehensive testing and repairs to
all paragliders
➲ Fully equipped service
and repair agents
for: Advance, Aerodyne,
Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin, Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk,
Nova, Ozone, Paratech, Sky, Skywalk, Swing, UP
➲ Full written report
➲ Harness repair and modifications
➲ Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
➲ Parachute repacking
➲ Orders taken from anywhere in Australia,
New Zealand and Asia
➲ Prompt turnaround

Tandem Introductory Flights
Paragliding Courses and Certifications
Pilot Development Clinics
Free Introduction course
Tandem Endorsements
Sales and Service

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd
Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412 271 404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au>
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]

Courses

➲
➲
➲
➲
➲
➲

Introductory & HGFA licence course
Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
SIV courses
Tow courses
XC tandem flights
Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.

➲ E stablished since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based
on the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school
has access to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate
in the Cooloola National Park including Teewah and
world famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State,
we fly all year round, 60km cross-country flights
have been achieved in winter!
➲ FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your
own pace, between eight to 10 days.
➲ REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the
experts.
➲ INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and
the knowledge.
➲ SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, tradein, maintenance and repairs.
➲ YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience,
instructing since 1995.

See website for details.
Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves,
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia

Active Flight
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854 455
[www.activeflight.com.au]

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>
[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>
[www.waparagliding.com]
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We offer a number of services:
➲➲ Tandem paragliding experiences
➲➲ 3 day intro to paragliding course
➲➲ Full learn to paraglide course
➲➲ Paragliding refresher course
➲➲ Tow endorsement course
➲➲ Learn to thermal course
➲➲ SIV skills development course
➲➲ Acro training sessions

For supply of all your flying needs and accessories
check out our website:

[www.SEQParagliding.com] or
Email <fly@SEQParagliding.com>
Ph: 0417 619 167

Canungra Sky Sports
Gold Coast

[www.canungraskysports.com.au]
Hang gliding & Paragliding School
CFI: Lisa Bradley PG & HG

Contact:

<info@canungraskysports.com.au>
Phone: 0457 287 200

+

PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581

Capricorn Sky Sports
Rockhampton
Hang gliding & Paragliding School
CFI: Lisa Bradley PG & HG

Contact:

Advertising Index – January | February 2016
Paragliding Repair Centre

Located only one hour north of Brisbane, SEQ Paragliding
is the most active paragliding school in QLD, spending
more days on site teaching than anyone else. Utilising
both hill and tow launching, with sites both inland and
coastal, gives us the widest range of usable weather
and our student a very well rounded set of flying skills.

We only use and sell top quality
high performance equipment.

<shop@paraglidingrainbow.com>

Reseller of Flytec & Icom

➲
➲
➲
➲
➲
➲

Photo: Andre Reis [www.andrereisphoto.com]
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New South Wales

Airborne Windsports
CASA – Close Call
HangGlide Oz
HGFA Document Map System
HGFA Visiting Pilots Membership
Manilla Paragliding – Ascent
Manilla Paragliding – Axess 3
Manilla Paragliding – Flying Accessories
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IFC
11
7
48
48
7
21
15

Manilla Paragliding – Iota
Manilla Paragliding – Lightness 2
Manilla Paragliding – Omega X-Alps
Moyes Gliders – Gecko
Natalie’s Travel Insurance
Paragliding Headquarters – Gradient
Paragliding Repair Centre
SEQ Paragliding – SIV

33
23
17
BC
35
IBC
41
31

<lisa@extremeair.co.nz>
Phone: 0457 287 200

SKYSAILOR
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Classifieds

Classifieds are free of charge to private HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per issue

will be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by email <office@
hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93367177 or post: 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor East VIC 3033. The deadline is the 1st of the month,
one month prior to publication date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission
must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include your contact details (for prospective
buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verification). (Note: The above does not apply to commercial operators. Instructors/
Schools/Businesses may place multiple classified entries, but will be charged at commercial advertising rates. Commercial Calendar
events are included under this ruling.)

Advertising Guidelines

All aircraft should be suitable for the intended use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the maintenance requirements as
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should
always be inspected by an independent person, an Instructor wherever possible. Advice should be sought as to the
condition, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of maintenance logs for the
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment

General Classifieds
Kangook.com

The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection
with prices. Contact: Ron & 0403 975041.

The HG & PG Handbook
for Australian Pilots

Atos B in excellent condition with low hrs. Selling due to illness & no longer flying, c/w spare tips, sail, control bar, DTs
& stinger that have never been required. Moyes harness with
chute for an additional $900, suit pilot approx. 75kg & 180cm.
Based in Bright, VIC. Contact: Gilbert & 0403 019557.
Wills Wing T2C 154 in good condition with low hrs. Has all race
fittings and mods. Price open to any reasonable offer. Contact:
Jerry Furnell & 0408 756949 or <jerryf1956@yahoo.com>.

HGFA Document
Map System
HGFA Document Map Register has been
developed to create a version control system
for all HGFA Forms, Manuals, and Syllabus,
which will allow all to view and access the
HGFA documentation structure. Due to recent
Entry Control Procedures placed by CASA,
the HGFA Document Map will assist in meeting
compliance obligations.
All current documents are available on
the HGFA website on the ‘Forms’ page.

[www.hgfa.asn.au] – ‘Forms’
The objective is to ensure the correct
Version Control is used at all times
by members, HGFA Instructors and
HGFA National Office.
Current Version: v2.0 Oct 2012
Nathan Angus at Don Heads, Tasmania
Photo: Dave Luttrell
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HGFA Office Manager

A primer for Restricted, Intermediate & Advanced HG and PG
theory exams. Now in an expanded
2nd edition. Up to date with the
2015 HGFA Ops Manual.
[www.tiliquabooks.com.au]

Concertina Bag

PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3
concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA
SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, [www.parasupply.com].

Press To Talk System

PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/
PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA
SUPPLY/PTT sys, [www.parasupply.com].

Visiting Pilot Pre-paid (Blue)
Membership – Policy Change
The HGFA Committee of Management passed
a motion at its 4/2/2014 meeting that effects
a change in policy regarding ‘Prepaid
Visiting Pilot Membership’ applications.
Motion Passed: That the HGFA remove
Pre-Paid Visiting Membership Applications
– commencing immediately.
Visiting Pilot Membership Applications
are available as follows:
1. VPM Online Member Services available:
	Go to [www.hgfa.asn.au] and select
or
2.	Hard Copy > Forms are available from
[hgfa.asn.au] website under ‘Forms’ and
complete the following:
•	MEM-02 HGFA Visiting Pilot Membership
Application
•	MEM-07 HGFA Release Assumption of Risk
& Warning – Oct 2012
• Include a scanned copy of current credentials
HGFA Office Manager
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